
MOST SECRET

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC k INDIAN PC IAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

1st February, 1S43

(1)
( 2 )
(3)

X* DISPOSITIONS .ALLIES & ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

AWSOUTH iViIST PACIFIC AREA

1. MOUTH EASTERN AREA

Cl) ALLIED FORCES

(a } At Sea to 1200/lt

" STELLA" & * POLARIS" operating in Capa Kelson area.
"PIFflE" escorting "YOCHOS?" en route Oro Bay ETA 1400/1.
"BEBBIGO" escorting "TASMAN" from Oro Bay to Coral Sea.

"BENDIGO” proceeding Port Moresby. "TASMAN*1 
proceeding independently to Townsville.

"GLENELG"~ escorting "DITNDULA" deoarted Milne Bay 0700/31 
for Townsville ETA 0600/3.

"LATROBE" escorting TN30 (4 MV) en route Port Moresby 
ETA 17 00A *

"BALLARAT*1 escorting NPl ("DAVID BUSH KELL" "GEORGE MATTHEWS" for 
Brisbane; "gTSTTLIVANOSfor Townsville) dep. Port 
Moresby p.m. 5 l /l . "BALLARAT" escorting as far as 
Townsville. Onward escort to be arranged. ETA 
fcwn sville 0700/3.

"GEELONG" escorting BT38 dep. Brisbane 0046/1. Convoy 
comprises "TOTSPILBERGEN", towing 2 FT Boats,
■GENERAL VERSPIJK" towing 2 PT Boats, "AAS3 MAERSK " 
and "TABINTA". Latter vessel proceeding independently 
from Bustard read. "GEELONG® will part company at 
Whitsunday Passage. Convey ETA Townsville 4 /2 .

SC.744 en route Townsville to Brisbane ETA 0800/2.
"GOULBURN" escorting TS12 ("KATCOMBA "DUNTROON") departed 

Town svi lie 2T o£731 en route Sydney ETA 1600/4.
"KYBRA" dep. Townsville 0530/29 for Brisbane ETA p.m. l /2 . 
"BUMAKEE" dep. Townsville 2334/31 en route Sydney ETA

oeoo/6.
12 submarines on patrol*

(b ) In Harbourt

(7)

(8 )
(9)

(10)
(11)

(12)

Milne Bay

Port Moresby

Palm Is .

Dunk Is . 
Cairns

.farships & Aux. - "HILO" & 4 PT Boats 
Merchant Vesselss "C0RI0" "POHTKAR" & approx

40 email craft.
Warships &  Aux, - 
Merchant Vesse^t 
Warships & Aux. -

Warships & Aux., - 
Warships & Aux. -

"VEND3TTA" "WHSALLA* "PLATYPUS" 
Warships & Aux. - "POYANG"

"BROOMS" "CO LAC" 3STUART"

Apa? ox 24 small craft 
"PHOENIX" "MUGFORD* "HALPH 
TALBOT" "VICTORIA"

"HOBART" "H ELM" " PATTERSON" 
6 ET Boats (2 refitting)

SC.746
Townsville

(Repairing)
Mary'corough - Warships & Aux. - "ECHUCA" (repairing) 
Brisbane — «. *«•». _ i!»iTej®AT ta# Hcir-r.cv# **

( f i r i n g )

Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "EAGLE Y" "HENLEY" 
"SELFRIDGE" "TULSA* "FULTON" ■BUNBURY" 
"GAMBLE" YMS.S YMS.49 IMS.50 & 13 PT Boats 
"MANUKDA" (Hospital Ship)
"LITHGOW" "KUamiBA" "

Merchant Vessels* "THOMAS JEFFERSON" "HERMITAGE" 
"JOSEPH T .DICKHAN* "ARCTURUS"

(c) Proposed Movements;

(1) Taaik Group 44.7 to proceed to Townsville on 3 /2  to embark 
provisions, returning Challenger Bay on completion.
"VICTORIA" to proceed there arriving 1300/5*
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Task Group 44 .3  ("AUSTRALIA1* "BAGLEf" "HENLEY") 
to carry out exercises between Cape Moreton and 
Caloundra on 4 /2 . "HELM" to be sailed from Dunk 
Is . to join T .G .44 .3  in Moreton Bay by I 6OO/3/ 2 . 
"SELFRIDG2" to join T .G .44 ,5  by p.au 4/2*

(ii) EKEMY FORCES

(1) Russel Is. - Reports state that 400 Japanese were landed in
4 sampans on Baisen Island (nor the rmio s t of Russel Grouo) 
at about midnight 28-29A having arrived from M.W,

Baisen Is* was psclSJbly the unloading point for the
6 destroyers which were proceeding S3 from Falsi p.m. 28/1 
and were seen at 0911/29 west of Vella Lavella course N.
Is previously pointed out these units would hardly have had 
time fco reach Cape Esperance but they would have had ample 
time to reach Russel Group,

Similarly the force of 1 heavy cruiser and 7 destroyers 
seen at 2220/26 of coast Santa Isabel course South, may 
have been into Russel Group as it v; a ̂ thought that they had 
not reached Cape Esperance.

Further, numerous reports have been received of 
surfaced submarines in the vicinity of the Russel Group,

The enemy may have built up a force in the Russel 
Group for use as a “ssageing-in" base. It fits in with 
their general policy of occupying all possible^points in 
the Solomons so as to be able to jp^ing pressure to bear on 
Guadalcanal from all directions^when the major assault is 
made.

(2) New Georgia - Bombers and fighters were active on and over
fcunda aerodrome 30/l and 31A .  The strip st Vila was 
reported by reconnaissance 3 l /l  as not ready for use.

Jit 1105/31, 2 destroyers and 1 cargo vessel were 
reported SW of Treasury Is , course 4 0 ° . These units were 
probably returning from Vila Plantation area and, if the 
position is correct, w ere making a wide sweep back to 
base, Eo units vere actually sighted 3o/l en route 
Kolombangara,

At 1435/31, one unescorted cargo vessel was reported 
entering Vella Gulf course 120° probably en route Vila 
Plantation area.

At 1460/31, a destroyer and a 3000 ton cargo vessel 
with another small escort vessel and air  cover of two float
planes, were sighted W  of Vella Lavella course ESI and were 
attacked at 1745/31 in Vella Gulf (see Navsl Incidents},

(3) Shortl& nds - At 1115/31, reconnaissance aircraft reported 28
vessels including 3 cruisers (heavy or light), 17 destroyers,
7 cargo vessels and 1 large unidentified vessel. Of these, 
the 3 cruisers and 14 of the destroyers may have been about 
to depart to south. A submarine was 3een leaving Tonolei 
Harbour at 0945/31 when seven 4-engined flying boats and 8 
floatplane© were seen on the water, the latter taking off. 
Sightings 3o/l were re sorted as 22 cargo vessels and four 
destroyers.

(4) Cholseul Is. - At 0930/31, a small vessel was sighted 25 miles
BE Cape'Alexander course 150°, speed 10 knots - possibly 
patrolling.

(5) Ontong Java - At 1100/30, a small vessel possibly a reporting
ship* was sighted 185 miles NE of Ontong Java/

(6) Buka Passage - At 1630/31 the following vessels were at Buka
Passage -

2 -*7?000*t«i transporta j
2 small cargo vessels 

One of the cargo vessels with 2 schooners and barges was 
manoeuvring along west coast possibly to lard a patrol.

At 1900/31, the destroyer and 2 transports departed 
probably south along west coast.

Aircraft were active on and over the aerodrome on 
30 /l while 7 bombers and some fighters were seen on the 
aerodrome at C905/31,



(7) Rabaul - Fortresses attacking shipping at Rabaul at or 
before dawn 3l/l reported very few ships in Simpson 
Harbour indicating night dispersal*

{8) Arawe - At about 0900/31, a small cargo vessel was sighted 
west of Pilelo Is. The deck was loaded with boxes and 
kegs.

{9} %'ewak - At 0710/31, 2 eartjo vessels (8-10,000 tons) were
sla te d  off Mushu Island, with a gunboat or small destroyer 
patrolling around them.

Another vessel was in fewak 1 mile off-shore and 
appeared possibly damaged. This may be the same vessel as 
that seen there at 0750/30.

(10) Coral Sea - At 2010/30, there were possible indications of 
an enemy submarine on a line between Townsville and Port 
Moresby,

2 , NORTH ft'ESTERM AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES 

{a) At Sea to I2 0qA :

(1) "SSfAN" escorting "ISLAWDER" dep. Thursday Is. en route
kerauke 0120/31 3TA Merauke 2000/31.

(2) "WILCANNIA" escorting "ALAGNA" dep. Darwin 0833/28 for
Thursday Is . ETA 0730/2.

(3) "WAR3EG0" Sc ^INVERELL" escorting "HAETSUYCKER" dep.Darwin
1131/30 for Onslow ETA 1430/3.

(4) "KALG00RI.IE" escorting "3A3INDA" & "TULAC-I" dep. Thursday
Island 0830/30 en route Darwin ETA 2130/2.

(5) 6 submarines on patrol,

Co) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux, - "CA3TLEMAINE"
Merchant Vessels: "X00LIGA" "BURWAUB

(li) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Ambon - At H O G /31  the following vessels were sighted at 
~~Smoon -

1 probable cruiser
2 destroyers
4 merchant ships (1 large, 1 medium, 2 small)

(2) Merauke - At 1202/31, an enemy floatplane dropped two
Bombs’ In the sea south of Merauke,

3, SOUTH WEST53H AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

fa) At Sea to 1200/it

(1) "ISABEL” dep, Geraldton 2245/28 escorting "CHUNGKING" to 
Exmouth Gulf.

fb) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TROMP" "TJERK EIDEE31
"JACOB VAN EEEMSKERK" "VAN GALEN" "HORSHAM" 
"PELIAS" "DUBBO" "KANIMBLA" "CHILDS"

Exnouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "WHIPPOORWILL" "PRESTON" "LARK" 
Port Hedland - Warships & Aux. - "HERON"

(11) ENE5£Y FORCES

Fremantle Area - Possible enemy submarine activity was 
repoWeiT'By’" " AM ERICAN BUILDER" (U.S. Cargo - 6750 tons) 
who sent out an S .O .S . at 0123/1 wben 350 miles west of 
Fremantle.
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4 . EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to lgQp/li

(1) "YANDRA* & "KAPUNDAn escorting PC52 (5 MV) dep. Brisbane 
2253/30 ETA Newcastle ISoo /l, ETA S y d n e y  2358/1.

{2) "MORgaSY* & "ABRAEAM CSXHSSS'ir" escorting C057 departed 
Sydney 1413/30*

(3) "IS TRIOMPHANT "ROCKHAMPTON5* "IASCArt escorting Convoy 0C66 
(7 MV) to Sydney.

{4} "fARHAMUNGA" escorting "ROCBAMBEAU* dsp. Brisbane 1151/29 
ETA Port Melbourne 1500/l»

(5) "PETER H.BURNETT" estimated to arrive Sydney a.m. 2 /2 .
"DELORAINE" towing and "MILDURA" providing A/S 
escort. " ST * ARISTSLL" proceeding to Sydney.

(b) In Harbour a

Syeh ej - Warships & Aux. - !,H0VSYB "ARUHTA" "GYMPIE”
"B0f3NM "DOBBIN" "YUNEAN* *BUNDABERG" 
"TOWNSVILLE" "GOLDSTAR"

(Repairing) "PORTLAND" "KEw ORLEANS9 "3ISE0PDALE"
"MEEKUR" "ALHBNA" *WAHGANELLA" (Hospital Ship) 

(In Reserve) "MANOORA" "W1STRALIA*
Melbourne - Warships & Aux, - * DOOM BA" "SPRINGDALE ’

(c) Proposed Movements8

11) "MERKUR" to loin Convoy GP33 and proceed to palm Island 
ETA 9/2 ,

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vmikoro - MACKINAC (AV) BALLARD (AVD)
(2} At Sspiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) MINNEAPOLIS (CA) ACHILLES 

NA3HVIHE HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS SAN DIEGO (CL) 
DRAYTON LAMSON REID HUSHES MORRIS PERKINS LAEDSDOWNE 
O’BANKON MUST1N RUSSEL EILET (DD) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) 
fHCRFTON (AVD) DIXIE (AD) NIAGARA (PG) PTRO (AE) VESTAL(AR)| 
MANLEY SANDS (APD) FRED.FUNS?AN JOHN PENN H.T .ALLEN(AP) 
JUPITER ALDEBARAN ALGHI3A TRYON ALGORAB (AK)
SEELDHAKE (AM) ARCTIC (AF) PLATTE NEOSHO ft HIP STOCK (AO) 
NAVAJO (AT) YP.290 YP*517 YP. 513 

(3} At Nounea - WASHINGTON INDIANA NORTH CAS)LINA (BB)
SARATOGA (CV) SAR JUAN (CL) CASE MBRRAY McCAIL PANNING 
SAUFLEY BALCH DUNLAP MURPHY SHAW CUMMINGS STRONG 
GRIDLEY HOPKINS SMITH. McCAWLSY (DD) McKEAN (APD) 
PROMETHEUS (AR) GAMBLE BREESE (DM) ARSONNE (AS)
LASSEN (AE) WHITNEY (AD) KINGFISHER NEVILI£ MERCTIHZ’
ANT ARE 3 FOMALEJSJT CASTOR (AK) SONOMA (AT) SUSMICO 
CIMARRON (AO) PATHFINDER (AGS) ARD.2 YP.35 9

(4) At Suva - MISSISSIPPI NEW MEXICO MARYLAND COLORADO (BB)
NASSAU COPAHEE ALTASAHA (ACV| POCOMOKE (Atf) ENGADIME (XAV )| 
MAHAN WOODWORTH MCCALLA (DD I CATALPA ROSEWOOD (YN) 
KANKAKEE (AO) MENOMINEE (AT)

(5) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN (PG) BOBOLINK (AM) LOCUST (YN)
WANDANX (YT) MATAI MOA KIWI TUI {A/3 Vessels) VIREO(AM) 
ORTOLAN (ASR) ERSEINE PHELPS (AO) STRATFORD (AP)

(6) At Vila - CHENANGO (ACV) NESCHE3 l£0» HIGEL {AR) ROAMER
BUTTERNUT (YN) PC.476 PC.477 PC.4^9 KITTYEAWK

(7) At Auckland - MONOWAI (A.M.C) EBONY {YN) WEST POINT (AP)
SALAMANCA (AR) SOLACE (AH)

Refitting - LEANDES (CL)
(8) At Wellington - LIBRA (AK)
(9} At Papeete - CHEVREUIL {CL)
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I I .  NAVAL IIIC ID 3 NTS

"  ^ e  6 fortresses which attacked shipping at Rabaul 
0406-0441/30 scored one hit with 500-lb bomb on an unidentified 
ship. Three explosions followed. Bombs were also dropped 
on other vessels but observations were preven ted bv s earch- 
Ught glare.

Bombs were also dropped near Mai gun a strip, dumps at 
Tobol Sharf and along main street N. of Simpsons * Harbour.
One large and one small fire were started in the Toboi i/Vharf
dumps.

Shipping was again attacked 0450-0602/31 by 7 Portresses
I2 ) -The 2,500 ton transport attacked by a Liberator at

1‘dQO/'60 in Open Bay was probably hit by one bomb while another 
hit the ship’s rail and exploded in the water. Personnel on 
deck were effectively s trafed.

(3) Hew Georgia - At 1745/31 in Vella Gulf 12 dive-bombers and 7
torpedo planes escorted by 6 Wildcats and 8 Aircobras attacked 
the destroyer and 6000 ton cargo vessel with another escort 
vessel, which had been sighted N.W. of Vella Lavella at 
1450/31. Two direct hits and 3 near misses with 1000-lb 
bombs were claimed on the cargo vessel plus one sure torpe do 
hits 2 hits with 500-lb bombs were claimed on the dest^yer. 
Both were left burning, listing and dead in the water. The 
other escort vessel was strafed and left smoking* 8 Zero's 
and 2 Zero floatplanes attacked our escorting aircraft which 
shot down the 2 floatplanes and 3 other Zero's. 2 Wildcats 
were lost in combat.

(4) Guadalcanal - .During the night 29-30/l, 2 N.Z. minesweepers
caught a large ttI" class submarine, on the surface off Cape 
Esperance, shelled her and drove her ashore a gutted wreck.
The submarine had troops on board.

I I I .  BNEF£Y»S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Renewed offensive against Guadalcanal.
(2) Possible diversionary action from the

Marshalls area.
{3} Consolidation Lae-Salamaua-Wewak area.
(4} Possible offensive against eastern New 

Guinea area (Milne Bay),
(5) Consolidation Timor-Arafura Sea-Dutch

Few Guinea including possible attempt 
to occupy Merauke♦

For A/DIR ECTOR C . 0 .1 . C. 
Q .H .Q .. S .W .P.A.

1 /2 /43
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A P E  E N D I X

V
l. SOOT]

DAILY A PPRECIATIQN-PACIFIC £ INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY 

A. So [FT HIE ST PACIFIC AREA

1. EASTERN SECTION Effective

(i) Allied Forces;

Non-effective

8” Cruisers 

6 ” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

AUSTRALIA

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender
Gunbc&s

kOilers

HOBART
PHOENIX

ARiJNTA
WARRAMUNGA
LE TRIQMPHANT
SELFRIDGE
PATTERSON
HENLEY
HELM
RALPH TALBOT
BAGLEY
MUGFORD
VENDETTA
GRAMPUS )
GRAYBACK )
GREENLINO )
TRITON )
ALBACOhE )
AMHERJACK )
ARGONAUT )
GATO )
GROWLER )
GROUPER )
GUARDFISH }
NAUTILUS }
SNAPPER V#
SWORDFISH }
TUNA }
WAHOO )
K.9 .
FULTON
DOBBIN
TULSA
HILO
VICTORIA

NEW ORLEANS 
PORTLAND

MANOORA ) A „
WESTRALIA ) 0n uQserve

STUART

At Brisbane

On Patrol

At Sydney

BISHOPDALE 
KURUMBA 
AASE MAERSK

(ii)  Enemy Forces; (Truk-Jalult-BIsmarcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force)
CinC 3rd Fleet {Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
5-6 Battleships (BB) YAMATO

MUSA SKI 
MUTSU 
NAGATO 
EARUNA 
KONGO

kl Aircraft Carrier (CV) ZUIHjfiKtT
2 Converted A/C Carriers (XCV) HAYATAKA

2UIH0
3 Auxiliary A/C Carriers (ACV) UMYO )

ontwo ) ferrying
OTAKA



Effective Non^errective

Heavy Cruiser (CA)
^  (prob. 6 effective)

7 light cruisers (CL)

1 or 2 converted light cruisers 
Approx 27 submarines (SS) 
Approx 40 destroyers (DD)

ATAC-0 
TAKAO 
TONE 
HAGURO 
CHOEAI 
KBMANO ) 
SUZl'TA ) 
AOBA 
ISU3U 
KATOHI 
KASHIMA 
NAGAFiA 
TENKYU 
01
KITAGAMI

(XCL)

MYOKO (prob. dan .26/l0) 
MOGAMI (believed sunk 

14/11)

1 damaged 19/l

TATSUTA ) believed sunk 
KINU ) 14/11

4 Seaplane Carriers (AV) CHIT03E 
AKITSUSIIIMA 
NISSHIN 
KAMO I

CKIYODA (damaged s /l l  
poss* sunk)

8 Converted s/p Tenders (XAV)
Several Subnarine Tenders 
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 5 ,000  tond) 
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB’j 
Approx 397 shore-based aircraft in cl* ? t 

18 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

WESTERN SECTION

s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
% 137 B, 22 F/B, 3S f/ p ,

6 n Cruiser 
Flotilla Leader 
A. A. Ship
Armed Merchant Cruiser 
Destroyers

s/P Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Submarines

( i ) Allied Forces:

ADELAIDE
TROMP
VAN HEEMSKERK 
KANIMMA 
TJERK HIDDES 
VAN GALEN 
HERON
ff.B. PRESTON 
CHILDS 
PELIAS 
GRAYLING 
GRENADIER 
GUDGEON 
THRESHER 
TROUT 
K.12
GAR )
TAM30R } 
TAUTOG )
K.B J

On Patrol

At Fremantle

EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

(i) Allied Forces:

6 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see above)

(3.1) Enemy Forces:

C ’s in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet 
1 heavy cruiser (CA) AS BIG AIM
3 light cruisers (CL) KASHII

KUMA NATORI (damaged 2 l /l )
1 converted light cruiser (XCL)
Approve 15 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane carrier (AV) N0T0R0
1 Converted s/p Tender (XAV)
Approx 178 shore-based aircraft incl. 76 F, 60 B, 26 F/P, 16 transport

aircraft.
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B. *t«TRAL PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

Converted A/C Carrier 
8” Cruisers

Destroyers
Submarines

CinC 1st Fleet
4-5 Battleships (BB)

Effective

(i) Allied Forces; 

IDAHO
PENNS?LV A HI A 
N2VAIA 
LONG ISLAND

15 (approx) 
23 (approx)

Non-effective

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

SiLT LAKE CITY 
SAN FRANCISCO 
INDIANAPOLIS

(ii) Enemy Forces; (Saipan-Bonins-Formosa-Japan)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Cdnwerted A/C Carrier (XCV) 
1 - 8 ” Cruiser (CA)
2 light cruisers (CL)

5 converted s/P Tenders (XAV)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA) 
ApproxSO Destroyers and Gunboats 
Approx 27 submarines (S$

I3E
rjso
YAMASHIRO
HWQA

SHOKAKU 
HITAKA (poss. repairing)

TIKUMA (damaged 26/10)
ABUEIMA
33NDAI

(DD & PG)

C. SOUTHERN PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary A/c Carriers

8 ” Cruisers

6" Cruisers

6 ” Cruisers

Destroy© rs
Armed Merchant Cruisers

(I) Allied Forces:

IKDIANA 
WASHINGTON 
NORTE CAROLINA 
COLORADO 
MARYLAND 
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
ENTERPRISE 
SARATOGA 
NASSAU 
AL TAM AHA 
CQPAHEE 
CFiENANGO 
SUWANNEE 
SANGAMON 
MINNEAPOLIS 
WICHITA 
LOUISVILLE 
CHICAGO 
HELENA 
HONOLULU 
SI.LOUIS 
NASHVILLE 
COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MONTPELLIER 
ACHILLES 
SAN D IEC-0 
SAN JUAN 
45 (approx) 
MONONA I 
A SCANIA

IE ANDER



\RvWHERN PACIFIC AREA

6 *? Cruiser a

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarine s

CinC 8th Fleet
1 - 8W Cruiser (CA)
2 light cruisers (CL)

Non-effective

Approx 4 Destroprs (DD) 
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)

SO.tJTHBASTBHK PACIFIC AREA

Effective 

(I) Allied Foresa: 

DETROIT
ha lb m e

{i i ) Enemy Forces; (N.Honshu-Eurilas- Aleutian s )

Nil& HI
j&m

KISO

6” Cruisers

( i ) Allied:-or .ses;

COM3GRD
I M T O S
RICHMOND

IHDIAN OCEAN AREA

(i) Allied Forces:

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 ” Cruisers

7 .5 "  Cruisers

6n Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers

A .A , Ship
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

vTARiSPI'FE 
RESOLUTION 
RA WELLIES 
ROYAL SOVEREIGN 
ILlilSxRI OUS 
ALBA2ROSS
C-EORGIOS AVEROFF (Greek) 
DEVOHSHIRE 
HAWKINS 
FR03I3HER 
feAimlTIUS 
GAMBIA 
BIRMINGHAM 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVER POOL 
DAUNTLESS 
DRAQOS 
DURBAN
ca m ’nmm
CERES 

CALKDOfi 
CARAD0C
SUMATRA (Dutch)
ALa-HIA 
CARTHAQE 
CORFU 

CBITRAL
RANCHI 
RAKPUSA
tflQaCBSISBSHIHE 
CARLISLE

NEWCASTLE 
OLA S GOT 
EMERALD 
DANAE

(ii ) Enemj_ Forces :

Approx 3 submarines
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MOST SECRET

DAILY APPRECIATION-PAG XFIC S INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

2nd February,1945

I .  DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEKT NAVAL FORCES

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA.

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(3.) ALLIEDFORCES

(a) At Sea to I20p /2;

(1) "BENDIGO" escorting "TASMAN” from Oro Bay to Coral Sea.
"BENDIGO” proceeding Port Moresby.^ "TASMAN” 
proceeding independently to Townsville*

(2) "GLENELG" escorting "DUNDULA" departed Milne Bay 0700/31
for Townsville ETA 0600/3.

(3) "BALLARAT" escorting NT1 ( ’’DAVID BUSK NELL* ” GEORGE MATTHEWS”
" GEORGE M .LlOTOS") dep. Port Moresby p.m. 31/1 ETA 
Townsville 0700/3. "DAVID EU3HBELL" "GEORGE MATTHEWS’* 
to depart Townsville for Brisbane. To pass Dent Is. 
lighthouse 0600/4. "GEELONG” to 3V off Dent Island 
and escort to Brisbane.

(4) "KATOOMBA" escorting Convoy TN31 {flSPASTEMHONDT" "BANTAM")
was to depart TownavHTe 1100/2 for Milne Bay ETA 
2100/5.

(5) "GEELONG" escorting BT38 dep. Brisbane 00*8/1 . Convoy
comprises " T O “"SPILBERGENn towing 2 PT Boats,
"GENERAL VBRSPIJK” towing 2 PT Boats, "AA3E MAKRSX 
and "TABINTA". Latter vessel proceeding Independently 
from Bustard Head. "GEELONG" will part company at 
Whitsunday Passage. Convoy ETA Townsville 4&

(6) "HELM1* en route from Dunk Island to Moreton Bay to join Ta&
Group 44 .3 .

(7) "AUSTRALIA" departed Brisbane 1315A  to Moreton Bay.
(8) "BUNGAREE" dep. Townsville 2334/31 en r oute Sydney ETA 0800/6,
(9) 12 submadnes on patrol.

(b) in Harbour;

Milne Bay 

Oro Bay

Port Moresby ■

Palm Is.

Dunk la 
Cairns

Townsville
(Repairing)

Maryborough
Brisbane

(Repairing)

Warships & Aux. -

Merchant Vessels s

Warships& Aux. 
Merchant lease3s

"HILO" & 4 PT Boats, "STELLA" 
"POLARIS"
"COftIO" "PORTMAR" & approx 
40 small craft.

"PIEIE"
_____________________ "Y0GH0WR
Warships & Aux/ - "LATROBE"
Merchant Vessels? "CHARON" "GORGON" "THEOFANO 

LIVMOS" "ASPASIA KOMIEOS", approx 20 small 
craft.

Warships & Aux. - "PHOENIX" "MUGFORD" "RALPH
TALBOT *' "]fci&2&9tfAi£

Warships &. Aux. - "HOBART” "PATTERSON”
Warships & Aux. - "VENDETTA" "WHYALLA" "PLATYPUS" 

SC.746, 6 PT Boats (2 refitting)
Warships t Aux. - "PQYANG3 "VICTORIA"

"BROOME" "COLAC" "STUA1T"
Warships & Aux. - "ECBUCA* (repairing)
Warships & Aux. - "BAGLEY* "SELFRIDGE” "TULSA" 

"FULTON" " BUBBURY" "KYBRA” "GAMBLE" SC.744 
YMS.9 YMS.49 YSS.50 & 33 PT Boats 

"MANUHDA" (Hosoital Ship)
"LITHGOT" KU RUMBA11 

Merchant Vessels; "TJDMAS JEFFERSON" "ARCTURUS”
"JOSEPH T.EICKMAH"
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Cc I Proposed Movements:

(1) Task Group 44 .7  to proceed to Townsville on 3/2 to embark
provisions, returning Challenger Bay on completion. 
’’VICTORIA* to proceed there arriving 1300/5 . Task 
Group 44.3 (AUSTRAL IA n "BAGLEY" "HEELEY") to carry 
out exercises between Cape Moreton and Caloundra on 
4/2. "HELM" to be 3ailed from Dunk Is , to Join 
T .G .44*3 in Horeton Bay by 1600/3 /2 . "SELFRIDGE" to 
join T .G .44 ,5  by p.m. 4 /2 ,

(ii) EKEMY FORCES

(1) iaunda - During l /2  much activity observed on Munda aerodrome*
Two bombers landed 131o/l and at least 17 fighters were 
sighted in vicinity.

(2) Buin-Falsl-Guadalcanal - At 0820/1 an allied aircraft observed
approximately vessels of all classes in the Buin-Paisi

and flotilla leaders departed Falsi on an E5E course. This 
force was sighted and attacked (see ifaval Incidents) at 
182o/l in a position 15 miles HS of Harovo Lagoon. Four 
hours later it was observed 9 miles N*f. by N* of Cape 
Esperance ©n an ESE course. The shadowing airoraft later 
reported that it had lost contaet with the enemy. However, 
at 0348/2 portion of the force, described as 7 flotilla 
leaders were seer.dispersing 9 miles KE of the Russell Group 
and shortly afterwards three sections of the enemy force 
were observed dispersed west of Sorrigole Bay, Santa Ysabel 
Is . heading on NW courses.

A later sighting at 0900 this morning reported 19 
destroyers off the east coast of Vella Lavella leading N.W. 
One destroyer was towing a second.

(3) Buka Passage - At 0945/1 a cargo vessel was observed at the
o. ,J, end of the Passage getting under way.

(4} Habaul - Portresses attacking Rabaul early a.si, l /2  report
sighting numerous u /i  ships lying close to shore in Simpson 
Harbour, At 1700/l. a destroyer was observed in St.George »s 
Channel, course 355®, speed 25 knots*

(5) Open Bay-pbili - One B.24 reoorted a stationary 100 ft . cargo
vessel in the area at 1143/1 (see Kaval Incidents).

(6) Wau - Except for intermittent fire from ICE of * drome night of
30-31/1 was quiet. An enemy concentration of 800 is located 
1-| miles SE of 'drome. Wandumi Village was shelled by our 
artillery on 3 l /l . Up to 0800/l enemy activity was 
described as slight.

(7) War la Mouth - A report timed 0800/1 states that a Japanese
party up to 200 strong is still south of Waria Mouth. 
Reinforcements are said to be arriving nightly by barge.

(8) Russell Is . - Allied aircraft report sighting one barge on
lialseh Is. a.m. 3 l /l .  No other sign of life or activity 
was seen on the island,

(9) Ontoag Java - One small enemy cargo vessel, probably a weather
reporting ship, was sighted midday l /2  approx 220 mile s EHE 
of Ontong Java. Course 50°, speed 8 knots.

NORTH WBSgjHM AREA

(a) At Sea to 1200/2 ;

{1} “SWAM® escorting "ISLANDER" was to depart Meraike 0500/2. 
Due Thursday Island 2330/3.

(2) "WILSAKMIA” escorting "ALASKA" was due Thursday Island
0730/2.

(3) "WARjLEGO" A "ISVERZLL* escorting '’MAETSUYCKEH^ dep. Darwin
1131/30 for Onslow ETA 1430/3.

(4) "KAL300RLIE" escorting ?*3AEIEDA!’ & "TDLAGI" dep. Thursday
Island 0830/30 en route Darwin ETA 2130/2.

(5) 6 submarines on patrol.

(i) ALLIED FORCES



V
(to) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "CASTLEM!!®"
Merchant Vessels : "KOOLIGA" "BURWAH"

(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) "WILCAHNIA" to escort "ALDINGA” "FINGAL" from Thursday Is .
to Darwin as soon as "ALDINGA" arrives Thursday Is.

(11) EKEMY FORCES

Darwin - Between 1254 & 1323/1 an enemy aircraft was 
reported over Darwin. Two of our fighters took off 
but no Interception resulted*

3, SOUTH WZ STERN AREA

(il ALLIED FORCES 

(a ’» At Sea to I200 /2 :

(1) 0ISABEL” dep. Geraldton 2245/28 escorting "CHUNGKING" to 
E^mouth Gulf.

(2) "VAN GALEN* departed Fremantle 132l/l tc RV and escort 
"TRINITY" to Albany ETA H O O /5 .

(b) in Harbour:

Premantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TROMP" "TJERK HIDDES
"JACOB VAN EEEMSKERK" "HORSHAM" " JELIAS* "DUBBO 
"KANIMBLA" "CHILDS"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "WHIPPOORWILL** "PRESTON" "LARK" 
Port Eedland - Warships & Aux. - "HERON"

(11) ENEMY FORCES

Premantle Area - The reoort of possible enemy submarine 
activity made by "AMERICA# BUILDER" at 0123/1, has now 
been discounted. Vessel is proceeding on its course.X

4. EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Q0/2:

(1) "G0UL3ERN" escorting TS12. (“KATOOMBA" "DUKTR00N") departed 
Townsville 2 T W 3 1  en roube Sydney. "GYMPIE" dep. 
Sydney 0044/2 to M  In position 28°45ls, 153°44*E 
at 1200/3 and escort to Sydney STA 1600/4.

(2) "HENLEY" escorting "HERMITAGE" was to depart Moreton Bay 
0500/2 for Sydney,

(3) ’’DOOMBA" escorting Oonvoy 0067 dep. Port Phillip 0447/2. To 
RV in Wilson’ s Promontory area with "MORESBY" 
"ABRAHAM CKYNSSEN" escorting Convoy C067.

(4) "WAGGA" escorting portion Convoy PC66 en route Newcastle.
(5) "PETER E.BURNETT estimated to arrive Sydney a.m. §10£.

" ST. ARISTELL" dep, Sydney 13 58/1 to take over tow. 
"DELORAINE" "LE TRIOMPHANT" providing A /s  escort. 
"MILDURA*1 to proceed independently to Sydney.

(b ) In Harbour %

Sydney . * Warships & Aux. - "EOVEY" "ARUNTA" "DO'tfEN"
"DOBBIN" *YJNNANr "BUNEABERG" "KAPUNDA" 
"ROCKHAMPTON" "YANDRA* "TOWNSVILLE" "MIZAR" 
"GOLD STAR"
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Sydney (Conti.)
(Repairing) Warships «• Aux. - "PORTLAND” "HEW ORLEANS"

"BISHOPDALE" "M3 UK UR* "i.LHENA’*' ”W A NGAF2 LLA ” 
(Hospital Ship)

(In Reserve) **MANQORAn "WESTRALIA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "WARRAMUMSA" "SPRINGDALE"

"RODHAMBEAU"

(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) "ROCKHAMPTON” ®YANDRA" escorting Convoy GF35 to depart
Sydney lloo/s. 11KAFUNDA" "B0WEI:' to act as 
additional escorts.

(2) "MIIDURA" "TOWKSVIIJE" to escort Convoy £063 . To take
over convoy from "WAGGA” at RV off Fort Arthur 3 /2 .

(3) ”MERKUR" to join Convoy GP33 and proceed to Balia Island
ETA 9/2.

(ii) E S S Y  FORCES

Cape Llptrap (Vic,) - A report graded C.3 states that an 
allied aircraft observed an enemy submarine at 1737/1 
18 miles SSE of Cape Liptrap.

. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Van ikoro - MACKINAC (AV) BALLARD (AVD)
(2) At Eapiritu Santo « MINNEAPOLIS (CA) ACHILLES (CL) LAHD3D0WNE

O’BANNON (DD) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) DIXIE (AD) NIAGARA (PG) 
FYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) MANLEY SANDS (APD) FRED.FUK3TAN 
JOHN PE Ms H .T . ALLEN (AP) ALDEIBARAN ALCHIBA TRYQN 
ALGORAB (AK) CONFLICT SHELDRAKE (AM) ARCTIC (AP) PLATTE 
NEOSHO V! HEP STOCK (AO) NAVAJO (AT) YP.290 YP.517 YP.518

(3 )At Noumea - MURPHY STRONG HOPKINS SMI \T.H McCAWLEY (DD)
V PROMETHEUS (AR) GAMBLE BRESSE {Dltf ARGOHRE (AS)

LASSEN (AE) .WITNEY (AD) KINGFISHER NEVILLE MERCURY 
AKTARES FOMAL RU T CASTOR (AK) 3D NOMA (AT) SUM ICO 
CIMARRON (AO) PATHFINDER (AGS) ARB. 2 YP.239.

(4) At Suva - MISSISSIPPI NEW MSXICO MARYLAND COLORADO (BB)
NASSAU COPAHEE ALTAMAHA (ACV) P®GKOKB {AV} ENGADINE(XAV) 
WOODWORTH McCALLA (DD) CATALPA ROSEWOOD (YN) KANKAKEE (AO 
MENOMINEE (AT)

(5) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN (PG) BOBOLIKE (AM) LOCUST (YN)
WANDANK (YT) MATAI MOA KIWI TUI Ca /S  Vessels ) VIREO (AM) 
ORTOLAN (ASR) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) STRATFORD (AP)

(6) Av Vila - CHENANGO (ACV) NESCHS3 (AO) RIGSL (AR) ROAMER
BUTTERNUT (YN) PC.476 PC.477 PC.479 KITTYHAWK

(7) At Auckland - KONOWAI (A.M.C) EBONY (*iN) WEST FOIST (A?)
TALAMANCA (AR)

Refitting - LEANDEH (CL)
(8) At Wellington - LIBhA (AK)
(9) At Papeete - CHEVRELTL (CL)

x

Y

I I .  NAVAL INCIDENTS

(1) Shortland I s . - At C84o/l 9 Fortresses escorted by 9 fighters
bombed large cargo vessel off Shortland is . scoring three 
direct hits. Four cf the Fortresses were att&cked off Buin 
by 20 Type ”0 ” fighters. One returned tadly shot up, rest 
missing. Remaining 5 Fortresses and all the fighters 
returned safely.

(2) New Georgia - At 1820/1 an enemy convfcy of 2C destroyers was
attacked 15 miles HE of Marovo Lagoon by 17 Dauntless and
7 Avengers escorted by 17 fighters. Hits isere claimed on 
four vessels. Two "TERUTSUKI" cjass destroyers were believed
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sunk:, one was left afire and 2 near misses were claimed 
on the fourth.

However, at 0900/2 the convoy was observed off 
east coast of fella Lavella on a N«W. course. 19 ships 
were sighted including one in tow# 16 were proceeding 
at high speed, thus indicating that only one destroyer 
was probably 3unk and three others aiXijl’lCty damaged.

(3) Open 3&y-Ubili Area - One B.24 strafed and dropped 2 x 500-lb
bombs on a stationary camouflaged cargo ship (100 f t . ) In 
Open Bay-TJbili area. Nil hits.

(4) Rabaul - 7 Portresses attacked shipping and installations
at ftabaul between 0450 and 0602/31. Searchlight glare 
and haze prevented observation of results but bombs were 
dropped as follows -

2 x 1000-lbs. on dock Installations near Sulphur Creek 
16 x 500-lbs. across K.end Simpson Harbour from 4000-5500 ft 
8 x 500-lbs. from 9000 ft . on group of ships probably 

off Lakunai aerodrome
8 x 500-lbs. from 4500 ft . on 3 ships moored together 

near Beehives
8 x 500-lbs. on lights seen N. of Praed Point 

Bombs were al30 dropped on township and on 
Vunakanau aerodrome.

Very few ships were seen In Simpson Harbour.

III. ENEMY'S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(!)  Ren®wed offensive against Guadalcanal.
(S) Possible diversionary action from the 

Marshalls area.
(3; Consolidation Lae-Salamaut-Wewak area.
(4) Possible offensive against eastern New.

Guinea area (Milne Bay)*
(5) Consolidation Timor-Arafura Sea-Dutch

New Guinea including posible attempt 
to occupy Merauke.

Par A/DIHECTOR C.O. I .C . 
G .H .Q ., S .W .P.A.

2/2/43
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k  —  — Y A?PREC1ATIQN~PACIFIC ii INDIAN OCEAM NAVAL ACTIVITY 

A. SOfTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

1. EASTERN SECTION

8” Cruisers 

6tt Cruisers

Armed % r  chant Cruisers 

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Effective

(i ) Allied Forces:

Submarines

Subna rise Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

^^Jilers

AUSTRALIA

HCBARI
PHOENIX

ARUNTA
WARRAMUNGA
LE TRIOMFRANT
SELFRIDGE
PATTERSON
HENLEY
HELfjl
RALPH "TALBOT
3AGLET
MUGFORD
VENDETTA
GRAMPUS )
GRAYBACK >
GREEKIING j At

TRITON )
AL BAG ORE )
AMBERJACK
argonaut )
OATO )
GROWLER )
grouses )
GUAEDFISH )
NAUTILUS )
SNAPPER )
SVOEDFISH )
TUNA )
WAHOO i
K.9 A
FULTON
DOBBIN
TULSA
KELC
VICTORIA

Non-effective

NSW ORLEANS 
PORTLAND

MNOORA ) _ _ 
W SSTR A LIA ) Cn R e s e r v e

STUART

At Brisbane

On Patrol

At Sydaej

BI3H0PDiLE 
KDRUk'BA 
AASE MAERSK

( i i ) Enemj Forcest

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force)
CinC 3 ski Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
5-6 Battleships (BJ?) YAK AT 0

MUSASHI
HUTSU

NAGATO
KARUNA

A  «4 KONGO
W  Ai^oraft Carrier (CV) ZUIEAKU

** Converted A/c Carriers (XCV) B AYATAKA
— * , ZUIHO
3 Auxiliary A/C Carriers (ACV) UNTO ) «

CBUYO ) F«ri,YiaS

(Truk-Jalii t “Bissiarcks-Solojaons)

OT AKA



Effective Non-effective

Heavy Cruisers (CA) 
(prob. 8 effective)V

7 light cruisers (CL)

1 or 2 converted light cruisers 
Approx 27 submarines (SS) 
Approx 40 destroyers (BB)
4 Seaplane Carriers (AV)

ATAS-0
TAKAO
'TONS
HAGURO
CH03AI
KJMAHO )
spzota  )
A 0£ A 
ISUSlf 
KATORI 
KASKIMA 
HA GAR A 
TSRRTO 
01
KIT AG-AMI

MYOKO (prob. dam.26/l0) 
MOGAMI (believed sunk 

14/11)

1 damaged 19/l

TATSUTA
KINU

)believed sunk 
) 14/11

CEIYOBA (damaged 8 /ll  
poss, sunk)

CKITOSE 
AXTTSUSEIMA 
NIS3HIN 
KAMDI

8 Converted S/p Tenders (XAV)
Several Sutearine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3,020 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub,Chassrs, MTB’s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 417 shore-based aircraft insl, 188 P, 152 B, 2 2 p / b , 37 p / p , 

18 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

WESTERN SECTION

6 ” Cruiser 
Flotilla Leader 
A.A. Ship
Armed Merchant Cruiser 
Destroyers

s/? Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Submarines

(i) Allied Forcesi

ADELAIDE
TROKP
VAN HEEMSKERK 
2ANIHBLA 
TJERK HIDDES 
VAN G ALEN 
HEROD
W.3 , PRESTON
3HILBS
PELIA3
GRACING ) 
GREKADIER ) 
CfJT/GEO N ) 
THBS&igR ) 
TROtT?
K.L2
GAR
TAK50R
IAUT0G
k. e

On Patrol

At Fremantle

EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

(!)  Allied Forcess

6 submarineson patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see abase)

(ii )  Ene Forces;

C ’ s in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet 
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASHI&ARA
3 light cruisers (CL) KASHII NATOHI (damaged 2L A )

KUMA
1 converted light cruiser (XCL)
Approx 16 destroyers (BD)
Approx7 submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (AV) NOTORO
1 Converted s/ p Tender (XAV)
Approx 175 sliere-based aircraft inol. 76 F, 57 3,26  p/p, B  transport a/c.
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B. CENTRA PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

Converted a/ c Carrier
8W Cruisers

Effective

( i ) Allied Forces;

IDAHO
E3NNS2LVANIA
FJVAJDA 
LONG ISLAND

Destroy r3 
Submarine s

CinC 1st Fleet
4-5 Battleships (BB)

Non-effective

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

SALT LAKE CITY 
SAN FRANCISCO 
INDIANAPOLIS

15 ^approx)
£3 (approx)

(11) Enemy Forces: (Saipan-Bonlns-Formosa-Japan)

ISE 
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
EYUGA

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV) SHOXAKU
1 Converted A/C Carrier (XCV) B2TAKA (poss, repairing)
1 - 8" Cruiser (CA)

*
2 light cruisers (CL) £= UKUMA

SENDAI
5 Converted s/p Tenders (XAV)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers and Guriboa fcs JDD & PG)
Approx 27 Subaa rines (S3)

C. SOUTHERN PACIFIC AREA

TIKUMA (damaged 26/10)

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a /C Carriers

8H Cruisers

6” Cruisers

5" Cruisers 

Destroyers
Armed Merchant Cruisers

(i) Allied Forces:

INDIANA 
WASHINGTON 
WORTH C AROLINA 
COLORADO 
MARYLAND 
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
ENTERPRISE 
SARATOGA 
NASSAU 
ALT AIV ; A HA 
CO PA BEE 
CHENANGO 
SUWANNEE 
m GAMON 
MINNEAPOLIS 
WICHITA 
LOUISVILLE 
CHICAGO 
HELENA 
HONOLULU 
ST, LOUIS 
NASHVILLE 
COLUMBIA 
CIE VELAND 
MONT PELL. IER 
ACHILLES 
SAI'J DIEGO 
SAN JUAN 
45 (approx) 
MONOWA©
A SCANIA

LEMDER
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D. fqrthern p a c if ic  area Effective Non-effective

(!) Allied Forces:

6 M Cruisers DBfSOIT

10 Destroyers
RAL3IGH

10 Subm ail ne s

(ii) Enemy For* cesi (N.Honshu-Kurils-Aleutians )

CinC 5th Fleet
1 - 8 ” Cruiser (CA) HACHI
2 light cruisers (C&) TAMA

£ISG
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (33)

E. SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

6” Cruisers

(i) Allledgerce3:

COKCGRD

•

m m fON 
RICE&CND

F. INDIAN OCEAN AREA

Battle ships

(I) Allied Foroess

■MR SPITE

Aircraft Carrier

RESOLUTION 
RA KILLIES 

OXAL SOVEREIGN 
ILLUSTRIOUS

Seaplane Carrier ALBATROSS
8W Cruisers GEO ROT 03 AVER OFF (Greek)

7*5” Cruisers
DEVONSHIRE
m m m s
FROBISHER

6" Cruisers MAURITIUS HEWCASTIE
GM BIA GIA 3G0W
BIRMINGHAM EMERALD
ENTERPRISE DANAE

•

Armed Merehaa t Cruisers

LIVERPOOL 
DJ3 HOLESS 
DRAGON 
DURBAN

Caje m m
CERES 
C &  WOJS 
CARGOS
SWATRA (Dutch) 
ALAU NLA

A,A. Ship

CARTHAGE 
CORFU 
CHITRAL 
RANCHI 
RAN PURA
WORCESTERSHIRE 
CARL ISLE

Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

• (ii) Enemy Forces:

Approx 3 Submarines,
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MOST SECRET

rDAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC^ IND1AK OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

3rd February, 1945

I . DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY" SAVAL FORCKS

south  fflsar p a c if ic  area

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

Ii) &  LIED FORCES

{a} At Sea to 1200/5:

(1 ) "BENDIGO" escorting "CHARON" to Milne Bay, "JAPARA" to Oro 
Bay departed Port Moresby 0733/2 ETA Milne Bay 
1600/5; Oro Bay 14 00/4*

(2) "PIRIE" escorting vYOCHOW" en route from Oro Bay,
(3) "GLEKELG* escorting "DUNDULA" departed Milne Bay 0700/31

for Townsville ETA 0600/5,
(4) "BA HA RATw escorting STl ("DAVID BUSHNELL" "GEORGE MATTHEWS")

was due TewsvIIle 0700./3. "DAVID BUSHjELL" "GEORGE 
MATTKEP/S" to depart Townsville for Brisbane, To pass 
Dent Is . Lighthouse 0600/4. "GEELOEG" to HV off Dent 
Island and escort to Brisbaie,

(5) 0SfAH" escorting "TAECONA" from Thursday Island to Port 
M oresby,

SC,746 departed Townsville 1117/2 for Brisbane ETA 4 /2 ,(6 )
(7)
( 8 )

(9)

10 )
U )

(12)

“BUNGAREE" dep, Townsville 2334/31 en route Sydney ETA 0800/6, 
"KATCOMBA" escorting Convoy TK31 ( "3W ARTEHHOKDT" "BANTAM") 

dep, Townsville lM o /2  for Milne Baj ETA 2100/s, 
"GEELONG" escorting BT38 dep. Brisbane 0046/1, Convoy comprises 

"VAN SPILHEROT" towing 2 PT 3oats, "GENERAL VERSPIJCK" 
towing 2 FT Boats,2AASE MAERSK" and "TABINTA". Latter 
vessel proceeding independently from Bustard Head. 
GEELONG" will part company at Whitsunday Passage,
Convoy ETA Townsville 4 /2 ,

"MAIJ'JNDA" departed Brisbane 1220/2 for Port Moresby ETAOQOO/s, 
"SELFRIDGE' towing 3 MTB’ s departed Brisbane for Cairns 1656/2, 

ETA 0800/5.
"AUSTRALIA" "BAGLEY" exercising Moreton Bay. "HELM" en route 

from Dunk Island to Mo?eton Bay to join "AUSTRALIA" 
"BAGLEY" p.m. 3 /2  and carry out exercises.

(13) 12 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Barbour i

Milne Bay

Port Moresby -

Thursday Is. 
Palm Is.

Dunk Is.
Cairns

Townsville
(Repairing)

Maryborough
Brisbane

(Repairing)

"HILO" & 4 PT Boats, "STELLA" 
"POLARIS"
"CDRIO" "PORTMAFl" & approx 
40 small craft.

"LATH) BE"
"CHARON" " GORGON" "THEOFANO 

LIVANOS" "ASPASIA HOMIKOS^, approx 20 
small craft.

"WILCAUNTA"
"PHOENIX" "MUGFCRD" "RALPH 
TALBOT"

"HOBART" "PATTERSON"
"VENDETTA" "WHYALLA" "PLATYPUS" 

6 PT Boats (2 refitting)
Warships & Aux. - "POYANG" "VICTORIA”

"BROGME" "COLAC" '’STUART"
Warships &  Aux. - "ECIIUCA" (repairing)
Warships & Aux. - "TULSA" "FULTON" "EUNBURY" 

"KY3RA" "GAMBLE" SC. 744 YES.9 IMS.49 
YMS.50 & 10 PI Boats 

"LITBGO?/" "KURLUBA"
Merchant Vessels: "THOMAS JEFFERSON" "ARCTURUS"

"JCSEFE T.DIDKMAN"

Warships & Aux. -

Merchant Vessels :

.Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels!

Warshipa & Aux. 
Warships & Aux.

Warships & Aux. 
fsar ship a & Aux.
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Proposed Movementsi

r
x

(1) Task Group 44*7 t6 proceed to Townsville on 3/2 to enbark
provisions, returning Challenger Bay on completion. 
VICTORIA” to proceed there arriving 1300/5.

Cii) ENEMY FCRCE3

(1) Guadalcanal - Five enemy raids were carried out between 2055- 
2116/1 and 2206/1-0400/2 each by from 2 to 4 aircraft. 16 
new barges were seen p.m. 2 /2  on the beach SB of Cape ~—  
Eaperance. theses no' double came with the destroyers which 
ran down' from ?aisi during night 1-2/2.

(2) Hew Georgia - The Avenger torpedo planes attacking enemy 
destroyers at 1820/1, 15 miles HE of Marovo Lagoon, (see 
yesterday’ s Naval Incidents) were attacked by 10 Zero’ s of 
which 2 were shot down. Our covering fighters saw 30 
Zero’ s and shot down one. Two Avengers and one Aircobra 
are missing.

(3) Shosr tie nds - Recce 0840/2 reported following shipping In 
Buln-Faisi-Tonolei area -

2 heavy cruisers
1 light cruiser
7 destroyers

1-3 cargo vessels 
Total

Three Zero’ s were seen on Ballale ’drome and four taking-off 
from Kahili,

(4) Buka - Photos l /2  show 13 twin-engined bombers and 21 single-
engined bombers on the runway. Taxiway has been extended 
and revetments added since 30 /l .

At 175l/l , a transport (5-8000 tons) and one unidentified 
vessel were seen stationary In S.W. end Buka Passage,

At 0811/2, a large schooner was anchored off Tinputz
Bay.

(5) Open Bay - photos, taken when a B.24 was attacking barges off
Tag ad a in Open Bay at 1125/2, show 2 130 ft . merchant ships 
and 3 barges.

At 1600/2, a 3,000 ton cargo ship was sighted and 
attacked between Lolobau Is. (3. end of Open Bay) and the 
mainland.

2. NORTH WESTERN AREA

( D  ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 1200/3:

(1) "WARREGO" k "INV'ERELL" escorting "MAETSUYCKER" dep. Darwin 
1131/30 for Onslow ETA 1430/3.

(2) "KALGOORLIE" escorting "BABIKDA” & 51 TULAGl" dep. Thursday 
Is . 0830/30 was due Darwin 2130/2.

(3) 6 submarines on patrol,

(b) In Harbour?

Darwin - Warahipa& Aux. - °CASTLEMAIKEw
Merchant Vessels t "KOOLIGA" "BURWAEJ"

(c) Proposed Movements?

(1) "WILCAHHIA" to escort ffALDINGA,f nFI?fGAL" from Thursday Is.
to Darwin aa 300n as "ALHNGA" arrives Thursday Is ,

(ii )  m m Y  FORCES

(1) Darwin - An unidentified aircraft was over Darwin at  113o /l .
At I 220/2, an unidentified aircraft was over Batchelor.

(2) Broome Area - .At 1 ^50/ 1 * an unidentified aircraft was over 
Derby anS at 113l/l possibly the same aircraft was over 
Broome.

At 1135/2 an unidentified aircraft was over Broome.
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3.- SOUTHWESTERN AREA

r (i) ALLI5D FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12QQ/51

(1) "ISABEL’1 dep. Geraldton 2245/28 escorti'sa ^CHUNGKING" to
Exmoufeh Gulf,

(2) !*YAN ,'iALEB" departed Fremantle 132l/l to M  and escort
„ "TRINITY" to Albany ETA I I 00/ 5 .

(3) TRQMP departed Fremantle 1415/2  for RY .?ith "ATHENEM
end escort to Fremantle ETA H O O /4 .

(’0 ) In Harbour ; -0

Premantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE* "JACOB YAK KEEMSJXE RK"
B0KH3AM" 1 PEL IAS” "EUBBO" "KAN IMBLA * "CHILDS” 

uerald ton - Warships & Aux* - "fJER3 UXDDES"
Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "WHIPPOORWILL" "PRESTON" "LARK® 
Port Hedland - Warships & Aux. - "HERON"

4* EASTERN & SOUTHER! AHEA

(i) ALLIED FORCE3

(a) At Sea to 1200/3;

(1) "GOULBURN" escorting TS1B. { "KA TOG MBA" *,D0arROONw) departed
Townsville 2ld'fe/31 en route Sydrey, "GYM PIE" dep,
Sydney ^044/2 to RV in position 28°45!Si 153°44}E 
at 1200/3 and escort to Sydney ETA 16 00/43c, "OOULBURjf11 
to return to Brisbane.

(2) "HENLEY" escorting "HERMITAGE" en route Brisbane to Sydney
ETA 1S0C/3,

(3) "silAGGA1* escorting Convoy 0068 was to depart Newcastle C800/3,
MILDURA OWN3VILLEB to RV off Port Arthur ana 

take ever convoy.
(4) "i?ARM:.TDNGA" escorting "ROCHAMHEAU** was zo depart Port 
> . x * Phillip 1000/3 for Sydney.
(5) MORESBY11, "ABRAHAM CKYNSSEK8 escorting Convey 0C67 en route

Sydney and Kewcastle ETA Sydney O'7CO/5, Newcastle 
1300/S,

(6 ) HHOCi &. PPON" "YANCRA,‘ "EAFUNDA15 "BOWEN® escorting1 Convey 
j p33 (including "MERKUR" "BI8H0PDALE") were-#  
depart Sydney 1100/3 ETA Caloundra 0800/6. "fSRKUR" 
to proceed to Palm Island ETA 9 /2 ; "BISHOPDALE’'* for 
Darwin STA 2230^13.

(b ) In Harbour?

Sydney - Warships & Aux, - "HOVEY" "AHUNTA" "LE TRIUMPHANT*
"BOWEN "DOBBIN" "YUNNAN" *KAPUNDA" "DELOiiAINE" 
"ROCKAMPTON* "xANDRA" ^ IZ &R " "GOLD STAR" 

(Repairing) "PORTLAND* "NEW ORLEANS" W1ERKUR" "ALHENA"
"BUNDABERG" "-TAHGANELLAn (Hapital Ship)

(Si Reserve) "KANOORA" "WESTRALIA"
Helbowns - Warships & Aux. - "WARRAM ClfGA" "SPRINGDALE"

"DOOMBA" "HOCrAMBEAU*1

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(1) AHiIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikor:> - MACKINAC (AY) BALL& HD (AVD}
(2) At Espiritu Santo - MINNEAPOLIS (CA) ACHILLAS (CL) LAND SCOW HE

LANG HUMPHREYS O'EANNON (DD) CURTISS TANGIER (A V )  

DlXIn (AD) NIAGARA (PG) T O O  (AE) VESTAL (AR) MANLEY 
SANDS (APD) FRBD.PUSSTAN GEORGE CLSEER AMERICAN IE GION 
HUNTER LIGGETT JOHN PENN H.T.ALLEN (A?) ALDEBARAN 
ALCHIBA TITM IA ALGORAB (AK) CONFLICT SHELDRAKE (AM)
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ARCTIC (A?) PLATTE NEOSHO WHIP STOCK (AO) SAVA JO (AT) 
YP.230 YP.517 YP. 518

(3) At Noumea - MORPHY STROKS SMITE McCAWLET (DD) PBOMBTBE¥S(AR)
AHGONNE (AS) LASSEN (AE) WHITNEY (AD) K IM TSHER  NEVILLE 
MERCURY ANTARES FOsML RAtTT CASTOR (AK) SO SOMA (AT)
8UAMICC CIMARRON (AG) PATHFINDER (AGS) AHD.2 YP.239.

(4) At Suva - MISSISSIPPI NEW MEXICO MARYLAND COLORADO (BB)
NASSAU COPAIIEE AL TAM AHA (ACV) POCOMOKS (AV) 
mSADXSS (XAV) WOODWORTH McCALLA (DD) CATALPA 
ROSSWDCD (YN) KANKAKEE (AO) MENOMINEE (AT) TRYON (AK )

(5) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN (PG) BOBOLINK (AM) LOCUST (YS)
WANDANK (YT) MATAI MOA KIWI TUI (A/S Vessels) VIREO (AM) 
ORTOLAN (ASR) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) STRATFORD (AP)

(6) At Vila - CHENANGO (ACV) NESCHBS (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER
BUTTER (JUT (YN) PC, 476 PC.477 PC.479 KITTYHAvVK

(7) At Auckland - HOHOWAI (A.M .C) EBONY (YN) WEST POINT (AP)
TALAMAMCA (AR)

Refitting - L3ANDER (CL)
(8) At Wellington - LIBRA (AK)
(9) At Papeete - CHEVKREUIL (CL)

I I .  NAVAL INCIDENTS

(1) Shortlands - {a) 16 of the destroyer force returning to 
Paisi from Guadalcanal were attacked approaching Faisi 
at 0800/2 by 10 dive bombers, 11 torpedo bombers with 
20 fighters* One direcu hit with 500-lb bomb is claimed 
on 1 destroyer and 2 near misses on another.

(b) 5 Portresses, covered by 7 Lightnings and 3 
War hawks, attacked shipping at Short land 3 at 1710/2, and 
scored 3 or possible 5 hits with 500-lb bombs on large 
cargo ship stationary between Sallale and Shortlanda - 
possibly tbs same vessel as was hit at 0840/l. I1 he 
vessel was last seen burning fiercely and listing.
At least 20 enemy fighters intercepted and 9 were shot 
down plus 1 more probably. All our planes returned*

W  Sydney - “PETER B.BURNETT41 which was torpedoed 2155/22
“ January arrived in Sydney under tow p.m. 2 /2 . The torpedo 

hit Ho.5 Hold on starboard side but wool cargo took the 
concussion and prevented more extensive damage. The ship 
was abandoned by all except an armed guard in case of a 
second attack and 5 boats put away* four returned at 
daylight but the 5th c arrying the Captain was unable to 
return.

Only 1 fatal casualty ig£eported.
Wessei Is . - Further to the report of that attack on 

M^i’jxl'CIA CAM8 by 1 floatplane on 22 /l the following 
detail has now been rsceived:-

The aircraft approached the vessel in the path of 
the sun with engine shut off. The aircraft was not 
observed until bomb released. Hit obtained in main hatch 
and bomb exploded on shiofs bottom, blowing it out. Sank 
in 2 minutes in 14 fathoms in position 11°19»S, 136°25»1 
(approx 20 miles S. Cape Vessel). Survivors bombed and 
machine gunned.

H I .  ENEMY1 S PROBABLE MBIT MOVE

(1) Renewed offensive against Guadalcanal.
(2) Possible diversionary action from the Marshalls area.
(3} Consolidation Lae-Salamaua-Wewak area.
(4) Possible offensive against E. New Guinea area (Milne Bay).
(5) Consolidation Timor-Arafura Sea-Dutch New Guinea including 

possible attempt to cccupy Merauke.



A P P E N D I X  

PAIL? APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & IKDIAK OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

A. ^JTHvVEST PACI7IC AREA
\ ' . ; - " ’ .. ; ■ .

1. EASTERN SECTION Effective

(i) Allied Poises;

Non-e ffective

8” Cruisers 

6W Cruisers

Armed Eerchant Cruisers 

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

AUSTRALIA

HOBART
PHOENIX

Sub marl nea

ARUNTA
WARRAMUNGA
LE TRIUMPHANT
SELFRI3GE
PATTERSON
HENLEY
HELM
RALPH TIBOT
BAGLEY
MUGFORD
VENDETTA

)GRAMPUS
GRAY mSK ) At
GREMLING )
TRITON )
ALBAOOPJS )
AMBER JACK s
ARGONAUT )
GATO )
GR0WL3E \(
GR0UP3H

\
I

GUARDFISH
|

NAUTILUS )
SNAPPER f
SWORDFISH )
TUNA

%
*>

WAHOO 5
K.9
FULTON
DOBBIN
TULSA.
HILO
VICTORIA

NEW ORLEANS 
PORTLAND

MAN OORA )
WK3TRALIA ) 011 ae3erTe

STUART

At Brisbane

On Patrol

Submar1ntTEnder 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Oilers

(11) Enemy Foraeas

CinC Combined Fleet
ClnC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force)
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th Fleet {Maaflates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
5-5 Battle shirs (BB) YA3UBO

MUSAS El 
MUTSU 
NA3-AT0 
HARM* 

KONGO
1 Aircraft Carrier (CV) ZUIKAKU
2 Converted A/c Carriers (XCV) HAYATAK&

ZUIBO
3 Auxiliary a/c Carriers (ACV) UNYG )

At Sydaey

BISHOPDALE 
KURUMBA 
AASE MERSK

(Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-Solomons)

OHDYO ) F0Prjine OIAM



Effective Non-effective

Heavy Cruisers (CA) 
^f(prob. 6  effective)

7 light cruisers (CL)

A TAGO 
TAMO 
TONE 

HAG UR 0 
GHOItAI 
EUMAH0 
3UZITA 
A OB A 
ISU2IT 
KATCRI 
EA3HIMA 
FAGARA 
TEKrSHJ

MYOKO (prob. dam.26/l0) 
MOGAMI (believed sunk 

14/U )

1 damaged 19/l

TATSUTA )believed sunk 
KINU ) 14/11

CEIYODA (damaged 8/11 
poss, sunk)

KTJAGAMI
1 or 2 converted light cruisers CXCLJ 
Approx 2? submarines (S3)
Approx 40 destroyers (DD)
4 Seaplane Carriers (AV) CETITOSE

AEET3USHIMA 
U S  SHIN 

/  O.MOI
8 Converted 3/P Tenders (XAV)
Several Subnarine 'Penders
Approx SO Merchant Ships (over 3 ,000 tons)
Minelayers, Mine sweepers, Sub. Chaser a, MTB‘s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 417 shore-based aircraft incl. 188 F, 152 B, 22 f / b , 37 f / p . 

Obsn. or transport aircraft.

2. WESTERN S ECTION

6'* Cruiser 
Flotilla Leader 
A. A. Ship
Armed Merchant Cruiser 
Destroy rs

S/P Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Submarines

(i ) Allied g'cr cea

ABELAIEE 
TRDM P
VAN EE3MSKERX 
K&NIMBLA 
TJ3RK HIDDES 
V M  GALEN 
HERON
W ,3 ,PRESTON 
CEILDS 
PEL IAS
GEAILIIG - ) 
GRESADIMi ) 
GUDGEON j 
THRESHER 
TROUT
K.12
GAP.
TAMBOR 
TABS’OG 
ft.S

)

) On Patrol

)

At Fremant̂ te

)

3. EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

( i ) Allied Forces

€ submarines on patrol stations ia China 3ea or KB I  area (see above)

(ii) Enemy For cea

C»s in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest l&p editionary Fleet 
1 heavy c ruiaer (CA) A SETD2ARA

.3 light cruisers (CL) KASHII NATORI (DAmaged 21 A)
\  KUHA
loonverted light cruiser (XCL)
Approx 16 destroyers (DQ 
Approx 7 Suamrines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (AV) N0T0R0
1 Converted s /p  Terder (XAV)

Approx 175 shore-based aircraft incl. 76 F, 57 B, 26 F/P, 16 transport a/c
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CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

f
Battleships

Converted a /C Carrier 
8 W Cruisers

Destroyers 
Subra rines

( i ) Allied Forses: 

IDAHO
?E>TS S’iLVAN IA 
NEVADA 
LONG ISLAND

16 (approx)
C,3

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

SALT LAKE CITT 
SAN FRANCISCO 
INDIAN AP QL IS

2 3 i approx)

(ii) Enemy Forces: (Salpan-Bonina-Formosa-Japan)

CinC 1st Fleet
4-5 Battle ships (B B ) 131 

FUSO
YAMA3EIR0
KXUOA

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV) * SHOKAKU
1 Converted a/C  Carrier (XCV) EIIAKA (poss. repairing)
1 - 8 ” Cruiser (CAS
2 light cruisers (CL) ABUX7JHA

SEKDAI
5 Converted s/p Tenders (XAV)
6 Old Am  cured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 3 0 Destroyers and Gunboats (DD & PG)
Approx 27 Subraalines (S3)

TIKUMA (damaged 26/10)

S UTHESN PACIFIC AREA

Battle ships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8 n Cruisers

6 ” Cruisers

5" cruisers 

Destroy rs
Armed Merchant Cruisers

(i) Allied Forcest

INDIANA
' WASEINGfOf 
NOHTH CAROLINA 
COLORADO 
m K ’iL k m  
MISSISSIPPI 

NE?/ 13 XI CO 
ENTERPRISE 
SARATOGA 
NASSAU 
ALTAMAHA 
COPAHEE 
CHE MAS GO 
SUWANSEE 
SAHGAEON 
MINNEAPOLIS 
WICHITA 
LOUTSVILIE 
CHICAGO 
HELENA 
HONOLULU 
ST, LOUIS 
NASHVILLE 
COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND
k o n t p iil ie r

ACHILLES
SAG DIEGO
S AN, JUAN
4 5 ^approx) 
MONOWAI 
A SCANIA

LEAN DER
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D . NORTHERN PACIFIC AREA 

$
6 m Cruisers

10 Destroyers
10 Subnarines

CinC 5th Fleet
1 - 8 ” Cruiser (CA)
2 light cruisers (CL)

Non-effective

Approx 4 Destroyers (DP)
Approx 7 Sufcraarines (33)

E. SOUTHEASTER pa c if ic  area

( I ) Allied Forces

(i) Allied Forces:

DETROIT
RALiSIGH

Effective

(ii )  Enemy Force a: (N. Hons hu-Xurilss-Aleutian s )

NACEI
T M X  . ■:
KISO

6” Cruisers CONCORD

RICHMOND

INDIAN OCEAlf AREA

(I) Allied forces:

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 ” Cruisers

7 .5 :l Cruisers

Cruisers

WARS?ITS 
RESOLUTION
ram riiiis
ROYte* SOVEREIGN
ILLUSTRIOUS
ALBATE03S
GEORGIOS AVER0FF (Greek)

Armed Merchant Cruisers

A.A,. Ship
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

HAWXO-3
FR03ISH3R
MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
BIRMINGHAM
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
PSUM'LESS
DRAGON
DURBAN
CAPETOWN
CSRBS
CALSDGB
CARSDQC
SUMATRA (Dutch)
ALA-“MI A 
CARTHAOS 
CORFU 
C HITR̂ Ei 
HANFURA
WORCESTERSHIRE
CARLISLE

NEWCASTLE 
GIA SGOW 
EMERALD 
DANAE

III) Enemy Forces?

Approx 3 Submarines

- 4 -



MOST SECRET

DAILY APPRECIATION-PAG IPIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

/ 4th February,1945

I , DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA 

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/4t

(1) "BENDIGO” escorting "JAPAHA" to Oro Bay ETA 1400/4,
(2) "PIRX!8 escorting "YOGHOW® en route from Oro Bay.
(3) "SWAN® escorting "TABOO NA® from Thursday Island was due

Port Moresby 0800/4,
(4) SC,746 departed Townsville 1117/2 for Brisbane ITA 4 /2 .
(5) "XATO0MBA" escorting Convoy TN51 ("SWAETENHONDT® "BANTAM1')

dep. Tcwnsville 132o/2 for Milne Bay ETA 2100/5.
(6) ®GLENELG® departed Townsville 1858/3, Was due Cairns

0800/4 for boiler cleaning.
(7) "HOBART® "PATTERSON" departed Dunk Island 2135/3. To

return X850/4.
(8) "MANUNDA’' departed Brisbane 1220/2 for Port Moresby ETA

0800/o.
(9) "SELFRIDGE" towing 3 MTB’s departed Brisbane for Cairns

1656/2, 3TA O8OO/5 .
(10) S .8. 'SI3IG0® totsing 2 MTB»s dep. Brisbane 1314/3 ETA

Townsville 0600/7.
(11) "AUSTRAL IA® "BAOLEY" ®EELM® exercising between Cape Moreton

and Cape Byron during daylight 4 /2 .
(12) "KYBRA" dep. Brisbane 1800/3 to carry out exerises with

"AUSTRALIA" to seaward of Cape Moreton. On com
pletion "KYBRA® to proceed to Sydney ETA 0300/8,

(13) 12 submarines on patrol.

Co) In Harbour :

Mill® Bay - Warships & Aux. - "HILO" & 4 PT'Boats, "STELLA"
"POLARIS"

Merchant Vessels s "STEPHEN J.FIELD" "CORIO® 
"PORTMAR® ®CHARON” & approx 40 small craft. 

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - "LATHQBE"
Merchant Vessels : "GORGON® ®THEOFAND LI7AN0S® 

"ASPASIA NOMIKOS®, aporox 20 small craft.
- Warships & Aux. - "WILCANNIA"
- warships & Aux, - "VENDETTA® "WHYALLA® "PLATYPUS" 

6 PT Boats (2 refitting)
- Warships & Aux. - "PHOENIX" ®MUG?0RD* a$ALPH 

TALBOT” "STUART" "BALLARAT" "VICTORIA"
"POYANG®
"BR00MEf' "COLAC"

Maryborough - Warshins & Aux. - ®3CHUCA" (repairing)
Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "GAMBLE" "TULSA" "BUN3URY"

"GOXBURN" "FULTON" "THOMAS JEFFERSON" 
"ARCTURUS" "JOSEPH T .DICKMAN® SC.744 
YKS.9 YMS.49 YMS.50 and 8 PT Boats 

(Repairing) "LITHGQ37® “XtJRUMBA®

(c) Proposed Movements:

Thursday Is. 
Cairns

Townsville

(Repairing)

to
(1) Convoy TN32 ("0A3.BERRA® "JASON LEE") to depart Cairns and

—  ' " W  with "STUART" at 0700/5. "STUART" to 33cort
Port Etoresby.

(2) "BAjGL-SY" "HELM® escorting "THOMAS JEFFERSON® "AaCTOHUS"
"JOSEPH T.DICKMAN" ®MAUIn to depart Brisbane 0700/5. 
To escort to position 26°50*S> 159°E. "BAGLEY" 
"HELM® to return to Brisbane,

- 1 -



(ii) 3H3MY FORCES

(X) Quad ale anal - Two a ir  raids were reported on Guadalcanal 
'"'19S5-2o4o/2 and 2255-2330/2. During first raid 1 plane 

dropped 5 bombs across fighter strip while our aircraft 
were landing. Material damage is not yet reported.
During the second raid one plane dropped 7 bomba at Koli 
Point, (7 miles IS. of Lunga) but no damage is reported.

^wo raids were again reported 1350-1945/3 and 
2056-2150/3. Each raid was by a single plane. Ho damage 
has yet been reported.

(2) Vlru Harbour (8.W. Coast New Georgia) barges and a small
submarine were at Vlru Harbour. Some of the barges departed
SS during the night 2-3/2 but some were still there a.m. 3 /2 , 
indicating that Vlru Harbour is being used as a ^stageing" 
base probably between Munda and Wlckhan Anchorage,

(3) Munda - 7 twin-engined aircraft were seen on Munda drome when
"4.'Marauders with 10 fighters attacked at 0850/3 and dropped
bombs in target area. No interception was encountered.

At 1303/3, 4 s ingle-engined aircraft passed S.W. of 
Munda course SE.

(4) Gizo - At 0945/3, a burning medium 3ized merchant vessel was
seen beached on the east "coast Giao Is.

(5) Shortlands Area - No reconnaissance report of Buin base has
been received for 3 /2  but a destroyer and 2 car^o vessels 
(8,000 & 10,000 tons) isere sighted at 1815/3 20 miles S.W, 
Buin proceeding into the area. In addition, a destroyer 
and a cargo vessel were seen approaching Bougainville 
Strait from N. at 0900/3.

The aerodrome and dispersal areas at Kahili were 
bombed by & Catalina at 0200/3,

(5) Bou-ainville - Native reports confirm that Puruata (W.coast
on n o r 's h o r e  Empress Augusta Bay) has been occupied by 
the enemy.

(6) Buka - More troops, guns, bombs and fuel have recently been
landed at Buka.

A large number of aircraft, many of which had 
arrived damaged from south, were reported on the 'drome 
p.m. 5 /2 .

A cargo vessel was seen at anchor at SS? end of 
Passage at 1015/3.

(7) Rabaul - Keconnaissance of Rabaul 1030-1100/2 was interrupted 
 by 15 Zero's of which 2 were damaged and possibly destroyed.

50 ships were, however, seen in the Harbour including one 
very large warship, Photos taken were Incomplete but show -

1 large unidentified vessel
2 destroyers
2 tankers (4000 and 10,000 tons)

36 other vessels (totalling approx 164,000 tons) 
Total 41 plus 2 patrol craft 

At Lakunai aerodrome photos show:-
6 medium bombers of which 3 damaged
3 light bombers

50 fighters of which 2 damaged 
Between 0500 k 0600/3, 3 Fortresses attacked Rabaul 
aerodromes but the target area was completely closed in.
Bombs were dropped on both sides of the Harbour in the 
vicinity of Lakunai and Hapopo aerodromes. 

ffifle Bay - At 1455/3, a heavy cruiser was seen at the southern
..end oiJ St.GeorgeBs Channel on a southerly course. On

approach of the aircraft, the cruiser turned toward Wide Bay. 
Bomba were dropped bpfci'ell wide. One Zero attempted inter
ception but turned away on being fired on.

At 1725/3., a destroyer was seen, also at S. end of 
St.George's Channel course South.

(9) Lae - Activity on the runway has increased since p.m. 2/2 and 
blast bays were inspected p.m. 3/2 , possibly presaging the 
arrival of aircraft.

Phonos taken 3 /2  show only 2 probably serviceable 
aircraft on the aerodrome,

(10) Wau - An allied patrol surprised a Japanese narty 1^ miles
S.E. of Wau at 2l00/l and killed 15 to 20.

Another strengthened patrol encountered Japansse
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I .E . of Wandumi on 3 /2  and killed 50-60 before id thdr&wing.
Wandiaai was effectively shelled by artillery at 

about noon 2/2 when an enemy party was entering.
Patrols report the area iaaaediately M.S. of Wau 

clear of enemy.
(11) Mo robe - Barges are reported to be running nightly from

"Ah'oa (6 miles N.W. Morotoe) south, to War la River mouth.
(12) Kum.uai - A large party of Japanese is reported to have entered

Deunia (about 15 miles up Kumusi River) p.m. 2 /2 .
lightly barge activity Is reported in the area.

NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) AIL IBP FORCES

(a) At Sea to 120Q/4:

(1) "WARREGO" & "mTERELL" escorting "MASTSUYCKER11 dep. Darwin
1131/30 were due Onslow 1430/3.

(2) "CASTLEHAIWE" escorting "KOOLIGA" "BURWAH" departed Darwin
0707/3 for Thursday Island ETA 1000/7.

(3) 6 submrines on patrol,

(b) In Harbour?

Darwin - Warships & Aux, - *KALGO©RLiK*
Merchant Vessels? "KOOLIGA" "BURWAH"

(c) Proposed Movements?

(1) to escort "ALDINGA" "FINGAL,f from Thursday Is.
to Darwin as soon as *ALDINGA" arrives Thursday Is .

SOUTH WESTERN ABEA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/4?

(1) "VAN SALES” departed Fremantle 132l/l to RV and escort
“TRINOT" to Albany ETA ll00 /5 .

(2) "THCM?" departed Fremantle 1415/2 for RV with "ATHENE*
and escort to Fremantle ETA 1100/4.

(b) In Harbour?

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" " JACOB VAN HEE&ISKERK"
"HORSHAM" "PELIAS" "DUBBO" "KANIMBLA8 "CHILDS” 

Gerald ton - Warships t Aux. - "TJERK HIDD3S"
Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "WHIPPOORWILL" "PRESTON” "LARK” 
Port Hedland - Warships & Aux. - "HERON"

EASTERN “ SOUTHERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORGES

(a) At Sea to 12QQ/4?

(1) "SUMMER" due Sydney 1500/4 from Espiritu Santo.
(2) "BUNGAHEE" dep. Townsville 2334/31 for Sydney ETA OSOO/o.
(3) "GEELONG" escorting "DAVID BU3HNELL" "GEORGE MATTHEWS" from

M  off Dent Is . to Brisbane ETA 1200/6•
(4) "Gm PIE" escorting Convoy TS12 ("KATOOMBA” "DUNT10 ON") from

position 2§046i§V 153°44»E to Sydney ETA 1600/4.
(5) "MILDOKA" "TOWNSVILLE* escorting Convoy CO68 departed

Sydney 1643/3.
(6) "WARRAMUNGA" escorting "R0CHA1BEAU" from Melbourne to vicinity

or 150°s . "ROCEAMSEAU" to proceed San oa. "WARRAMUNGA"
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to proceed Sydney ETA p.m. 6 /2 ,
(7) ‘‘MORESBY" "ABRAHAM CRYHSSEN11 escorting Convoy CC67 en route

Sydney and Newcastle ETA Sydney 0700/S» lewcaatl©
1500/5,

(8) "ROCKHAMPTON" " YANERAtt "KAFUHDA" "BOWBM" escorting Ocnvoy GP33
(including ytimAMn~nKSKKUR" ^BISEOPDALE")“ departed 
Sydney llGO/3 ETA. Cfloundra OBCO/6. "MERKUK** to 
proceed to Palm Island ETA 0500/9. "YUNNAS" for 
Townsville ETA 1300/8. "BISHCPDfiLE" for Darwin 
ETA 2230/13.

(b) In  Harbour:

Sydney - Warships &  Aux. - "HOVE?" "ARUHTA” "LE TRIOMPHANT"
"hen ley” "DOBBIN8 "DELORAl NE!l "WAGGA" "MIZAR" 
"SOLD STAR* ”EiSHMITAGEfl 

(Repairing) "PORTLAND" "HEW ORLEANS'1 "ALHBM” “BUNDABERG"
"JANG AN SIX A" (Hospital Ship)

(In Reserve ) "MANOORA® aWESTRALIAB 
Melbourne - Warships & Aux, - ^SPRIRGDALE" ''D 00MB A "

. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) fL LIED FORCES

v

Afc(¥4nikoro - MACKIHiC (AV) BALLARD (AVD) SMORNTON (AVD)
At Espirltu Santo - MINNEAPOLIS (CA) ACHILLES (CL) LANDSDOWNE 

STRONG CONY HUMPHREYS (DD) CURTISS TANGIER (AV )
DIXIE (AD) NIAGARA (P3) PYR.0 (AE) VESTAL (AR) -SANDS (APD) 
FRED* FUN STAN AMERICA R XEGION GEOftGS CLX1ER JOHN PENN 
HUNTER LIGGETT E.T.ALLEN 'V, ? ,BIDDLE (AfJ ALDEBARAN 
ALCHIBA TITAHIA OBERQN ALGGRAB (AK) CONFLICT 
SHELDRAKE (AM) ARCTIC (AF) PLATTE, NEOSHO WHIP STOCK (AO) 
NAVAJO (AT) SOLACE (AH) YP.290 YP.517 T P .518

(3) At N ounea - MURPHY STRONG SMITH MAE AN McCAWLEY (DD)
PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGOMS (AS) LASSEN (AE) IVFITKEY (AD) 
KINGFISHER NEVILLE MERCURY ANTARE3 FOtALHJt T 
CASTOR (AK) SONOMA (AT) SUAMICO CIMARSOI (AO)
PATHFINDER (AGS) A ID* 2 YP.239

(4) At Suva - NASSAU OOPAEEE (ACV) POCQMOEE (AV) EMGADINE (XAV)
SHAW (DD) MCKEAN (APD) CATALPA ROSEWOOD {YN) KANKAKEE (AO) 
KENOMIKEE (AT}

(5) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOM (PO) BOBOLINK (AMI LOCUST (YN)
fANDANK (YT) MAT AI KOA KIWI TUI (l/s Vessels) VIREO(AM) 
ORTOLAH (ASH) ERSKINS FHELEHS (AO) STRATFORD (AP)

(6) At Vila - NESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR) RGAM1R BUTTERNUT (YN)
PC. 47 6 PC .477 33.4'? 9 KITTYEAWK

(7) At Auckland - MONOMI U .M .C ) EBONY (YE) TALAMAICA (aR)
Refitting - LEANDER (CL)

(8 ) At Wellington - LIBEA (AK)
(9) At Papeete - CHEVRETIL (CL)

H *  NAVAL INCIDENTS

(1) Guadalcanal - Further to the reporta of the enemy destroyer
..force which ran from Faiai to Guadalcanal p.m.. l/2-a.m. 2 /2 ,

Cornsoupac states that apjr-ox 20 destroyers set out and 19 
were seen near Falsi a.m. 2/2 returning. Incomplete reports 
indicate that a t least one destroyer was sunk and several 
damaged. En a night action off Cape 23peranee, 5 motor 
torpedo boats were lost*

During day-long air activity at least 23 enemy 
aircraft were shot down compared vsith 10 of ours lost*

(2) Open Bay - The units sighted by a Liberator 16C0/2 between
Lolo’bau Is . and New Britain coast »ere bembed by the 
aircraft. Photos show a direct hit on a 700 ton vessel 
whbh was sunk and near misses on another vessel of the 
same size probably inflicting damage.

In the other attack on shipping in Open Bay at 1125/2, 
no bomb hits are claimed but low-level strafing by the 
Liberator caused 30-50 casualties in the barges.



I I I .  EBES3HS PHD BAB LE ME XT MOVE

Renewed offensive against Guadalcanal.

Possible diversionary action from the 
Marshalls area.

Consolidation Lae-Salamaua-Wewak area.

Possible offensive against eastern New 
Guinea area (Milne Bay).

Consolidation Timor-Arafura Sea-Dutch 
lew Guinea including po sslble a ttempt 
to occupy Merauke,

For A/DIRECTOR G .O .I .C . 
G .K .Q ., 3.W .P .A .

4/2 /43



A P P E U D I X

A.

1.

^  DAILY APPRECIATION - PACIFIC fr INDIAN OCEAS MYALACTIVITY 

SOUTFwRST PACIFIC AREA

EASTERN SECTION Effective Non-effective

8W Cruiser 

6* Cruisers

Arsed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

(i) Allied Forces:

AUSTRAL IA

HOBART
PHOENIX

NEW ORLEANS 
PORTLAND

MAN 00 RA ) Reserve
WESTRALIA)

Submar ines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Oilers

ARGNTA
WARRAMUNGA
L S  TRICMPHANT
S5I,FRID GE
PATTERSON
JE5SLEY
ETUI
RALPH TALBOT 
BAGLEY 
MQGFORD 
VEND3TTA 
GRAUPU3- ) 
GRAYBACK ) 
GRES2TLING ) 
TRITON )
ALBACOHE 
AMBERJffi K 
ARGONAUT 
GATO 
GROWLER 
GROUPER 
GUARDFISH 
SgUTILUS 
SNAPPER 
WORDFTSH 
TUNA 
WABOO

9
FULTON
DOBBIN
IU LSA
EILO
VICTO RIA

STUART

At Brisbane 

)

On Patrol

At Sydney

BISHOPDALE 
KURUMBA 
AASE MAERSK

(ii) Enemy, Forces:

CinC Combined Fleet
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force)
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fie ©t (Subma rine s )
5-6 Battleships (BB) YAKATO

MUSASRI 
MUTSU 
MAGATO
• ARUHA 
KONGO

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV) ZUIKAKU
2-3 Converted A/C Carriers(XCV)BAYATAEA

HITAKA (poss. Home Waters)
S13IH0

3 Auxiliary a/c Carriers (ACV) V'SYO ) ferrying OTAKA
CHUYO ) J

(Tr uk-Jaluit-Bi smar cks-Solomon s



Effective

Heavy Cruisers (CA) 
(prob. 6 effective)

Non-effective

7 light cruisers (CL)

AT AGO 
TAKAC

f TONE 
PJGUKO 
C EOKAI
KUMAKO ) , „ ,
SUZUTA ) 1 imaged 19/1
ACBA 
ISUZU 
KATORI 
K&SHIMA 
NAGARA 
TEKRY-J 
01

„ KITAGAKI
1 or 2 converted light cruisers (XCL)
Approx 27 submarines (SS)
Approx 40 destroyers (DD)
4 Seaplane Carriers (AV)

MXOKO (prob.dam.26/lo) 
MOGAMI (believed sunk 

l 4 / l l )

TATSUTA ) believed sunl 
KINU ) 14/11

CHIYODA (damaged 8 /ll  
poss, sunk)

CK1T0SE 
AKITWSHIMA 
NI3SHIN

O ^ , / ka mc i
9 Converted s/p  Tenders (XAV)
Several Submarine Tenders 
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chisers, MTB's, Gunbca ts, Patrol Craft 
Approx 385 shore-based aircraft incl. 156 F, 152 B, 22 f /b , 37 f /p  

18 Obsn* or transport aircraft. * *

2. WESTERS SECTION

6” Cruiser 
Sotilla Leader 
A . A . Ship
Armed Merchant Cruiser 
Destroyers

S/p Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Submarines

( i ) Allied Forces:

ADELAIDE 
Tit CMP
VAN HEE&SKERK 
KAfTIMBLA 
TJEHE 2IIDDES 
VAN GALEN 
HERON
W.B.PRESTON 
CHILDS 
PELIAS 
GRAYLING

GUDGEON 
THRESHER 
TROUT 
K.12 
GAR
TAMBOR 
TATOOG 
K*S

On Patrol

At Fremantle

3. EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

(1) AllledPcrcesa

6 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see above)

(ii)  Ene m j Forces:

c lsf* Sn<̂  a?d 5rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet 
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASEIGARA 31
3 light cruisers (CL) KAOT! ratori (damag8d 2 l / l ,

converted light cruiser (XCL)
Approx 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 submarines (S$
1 Seaplane Carrier (AV) NOTOR©
1 Converted s/P Tender (XAV)

Approx 175 shore-based aircraft Incl. 76 F, 57 B, 26 f/ p , 16 transpcr t a/c



CETOAL PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

f
Battleships

Converted a/C Carrier 
Sn Cruisers

(1) Allied Forcea:

IDAHO
FSSHMLVAMIA 
MET AD A 
LCBG ISLAND

Destroyers
Submarines

CinC 1st Fleet
4-5 Battleships (BB)

15 (approx)
23 (approx)

(ii) Enemy Foree3: (Saipan*

I S3 
FUSO
XAMASHIRO
EYtJGA

ABITKUISA
&SSDAI

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 - 8 m Cruisar (CA)
2 light cruisers (CL)

4 Converted s/ p Tenders(XAV)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers aid Gunboats (DD & PG) 
Approx 27 Submarines (SS)

SOUTHERN PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary A/C Carriers

81' Cruisers

6” Cruisers

5n Cruisers 

Destroyers
Armed Merchant Cruisers

(1) Allied Forces

INDIANA 
WASHINGTON 
ICHTH CAROLINA 
COLORADO 
MARYLAND 
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW SEXICO 
ENTERPRISE 
SARATOGA 
NASSAU 
ALT AM AHA 
C07AEEE 
CHENANGO 
SUrtAKKEE
3 A MOM OF 
MINNEAPOLIS 
WICHITA 
LOUISVILLE 
CHICAGO 
HELENA 
HONOLULU 
ST, LOUIS 
NA3HVILLE 
CXUSDBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MONTPELLIER 
ACHILLES 
SAW DISGrO 
SAN JUAN 
45 (approx) 
MONO0AI 
A SCANIA

M SI VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

S&  T ISKE CITY 
SAN FRACI CISCO 
INDIA NAP OLIS

Bonins-Formosa-Japan)

SHOXAXU
TIKUMA (damaged 26/10)

LEANDER
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D. NORTHERN PACIFIC AREAT
6” Cruisers

10 Destroyers
10 Submarines

CinC 5th Fleet
1 - 8 ” Cruiser (CA)
2 light cruisers (CL)

Approx 4 Destroyers (DD) 
Approx 7 Submarines (S3)

E. SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

(1) Allied Forces:

DETROIT 
HALSIOH

Effective Non-effective

(ii)  Enemy Forees; (N.Honshu-Kuriles-Aleutians)

HACET
TAMA
KI30

8m Cruisers

F. INDIAN OCEAN AREA

Battlea hips

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 ” Cruisers

7 .6 "  Cruisers

6” Cruisers

(i) Allied Forces:

CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

(i) Allied Forces:

Armed Merchant Cruisers

A,A. Ship
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

Approx 3 Submarines

WARSPITE
RESOLUTION
RAMILLIES
ROYAL SOVEREIGN
ILLUSTRIOUS
AL3ATRDSS
GEORGIOS AVEROFF (Greek) 
DEVONSHIRE 
HATPINS 
FROBISHER 
M TJRE TIUS 
GAMBIA 
BIRMINGHAM 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
DAUNTLESS 
DHASCB 
DURBAN 
CAPETOWN 
CERES 
CALEDON 
C ARAD 00
SUMATRA (Dutch)
AIAURIA 
CARTHAGE 
CORFU ,
C HITRAL 

RAN?USA 
WORCESTERSHIRE 
CARLISLE

NEWCASTLE
GLASGOW
EMERALD
DANAS

( i i ) Enemy Forces:
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MOST SECRET

jY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

5 th February,1943

I * DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & EUEMY NfVAL FORCES

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTHEASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Qo/5:

(1) "PIRIE" escorting "YOCHOW" en route from Oro Bay.
(2) "LATROBE" departed Port Moresby 0730/4 for Milne Bay

ETA 2200/5. .
(3) “SWAN" escorting "TAROONA" departed Port Moresby 2000/4

ETA Townsville 2000/6*
(4) "GEELONG” escorting "DAVID BUSHNELL" "GEORGE MATTHEWS

from RV off Dent I s , to Brisbane ETA 1200/6*
(5) "STUART" escorting "CANBERRA” nJASON LEE" to Port Moresby

ETA 0600/7. H „
(8) "GOLAC" escorting Convoy TN33 ("HENRY DEARBORN" "GENERAL

VERSPIJCK" 11V A N S  PIL BER GE N " ) was to depart Townsville 
1200/5 for Port Moresby ETA 1600/8.

(7) "KATOCMBA" escorting Convoy TN31 ( "SWARTENHONDT" "BANTAM )
dep. Townsville 13 20/S-for Milne Bay ETA 2100/5*

(8) "SELFRIDGE" towing 3 MTB's was due Cairns 0800/5.
(S) s .s ."SIBIGO" towing 2 ,MTB’s dep. Brisbane 1314/3 ETA

Townsville 0600/7.
(10' "MANUNDA" departed Brisbane 1220/2 for Port Moresby ETA 

0800/6 .
(11) "KYBRA" dep. Brisbane 1800/3 to carry out exercises with

"AUSTRALIA" to seaward of Cape Moreton. On com
pletion "KYBRA" to proceed to Sydney ETA 0300/8.

(12) "BAGLEY" "HELM" escorting "THCMAS JEFFERSON" "ARCTURUS"
"JOSEPH T.DICKMAN" "MAUI" were to depart Brisbane 
H 00/ 5 . To escort to position 26o50 'S , 159°E. 
"BAGLEY" "HELM" to return to Brisbane,

(13) 11 submarines on patrol.

O3) In Harbour:

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. - "BENDIGO"
Merchant Vessels; " JAPARA"

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux, -" HILO" & 4 PT Boats, "STELLA"
"POLARIS"

Merchant Vessels: "STEPHEN J.FIELD" "CHARON"
& approx 40 small craft.

Port Moresby - Merchant Vessels: "GORGON" "PORT MAR" "THEOFANO
LXVANOS" "A SPA SI A NOMIKOS", approx 20 small 
craft.

Cairns - Warships & Aux. - "ArHYAI»LA" "PLATYPUS" 8c 6 PT
Boats (2 refitting) 

(Refitting) "VENDETTA" "GIENELG"
Townsville - Warships & Aux. - "PHOENIX" "MUGFORD" "RALPH

TALBOT" "BALLARAT" "VICTORIA" "POYANG"
"AASE MAERSX", 4 PT Boats 

(Repairing) "BROOME"
Dunk Is. - Warships & Aux. - "HOBART" "PATTERSON"
Maryborough - Warshios & Aux. - "ECHUCA" (repairing)
Brisbane "  - Warships & Aux. - "TULSA” "BUNBURY" "GOULBURN"

"FULTON" SC .744 SC.746 YMS.9 YMS.49 
YMS.50 and 8 PT Boats 

(Repairing) "LITIIGOW" "KURUKBA"

- 1 -
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(c) Proposed Movements;

"WHYALLA" to depart Cairns 1500/5 for survey ground.
SC.744 towing 2 PT Eoats to depart Brisbane p.m. 5/2 for 

Cairns.

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Guadalcanal - At about 1300/4 20 destroyers departed Faisi
for the SE (see Naval Incidents).

(2) Shortlands - Morning reconnaissance 4/2 sighted 22 vessels
in the B'uin-Faisi area including at least 9 probable cargo 
vessel. The reconnaissance was conducted prior to the 
departure of the destroyers mentioned in the previous Para, 
but it would appear that they were not seen. The composition 
of the units seen nay be similar to that of the 23 vessels 
sighted a.m. 2/2 * e n  there were 2 heavy cruisers, one light 
cruiser, 7 destroyers and 13 cargo ships.

Aerodrome at Kahili was successfully bombed 0015-0320/4 
by two Catalinas.

(3) Buka - At 1145/4 11 fighters and 16 bombers passed over Buka
course SE,

(4) Rabaul - Lakunai aerodrome was bombed by 2 Fortresses 0430-
oB'0I'/4.

(5) Kavieng - Pnotos taken lllo /4  of Kavieng show one merchant
vessel (8,000 tons), one small tanker and one patrol craft 
in Harbour, one heavy cruiser ("ATAGO1® class) in Ysabel 
Passage (NE coast New Hanover I s , ) and one heavy cruiser 
("MOGAMI" class) off SW jaw of Balgai Bay. If  the composition 
of units at Shortlands is as depicted in (2) above, it would 
appear that a t least 4 heavy cruisers are now in the 
Bismaroks-Solomons area, 13 serviceable medium bombers and
3 light bombers and 4 fighters are visible on the aerodrome 
where constructional activity Is in progress,

(6) Jacquinot Bay - At 1900/4 1 destroyer and 2 cargo vessels
(8~10,OoO tons) were sighted approx 40 miles east of 
Jacquniot Bay course 36©°* The position reported seems 
strange andmay be further east indicating that the vessels 
are en route Rabaul from Shortland3.

(7) Wewak - At 1445/4 4 small transports and one 500 ton unidenti
fied vessel were sighted stationary in the vicinity of 
Wewak#

(8) Lae - Lae aerodrome was attacked tvi.ce a.m. 4/2  by B .2 5 fs
co-ordinated with Bostons each time.

2. NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 12 00/5 :

(1) "WARREGO" ’’INVERELL*1 escorting "MABTSUYCKER" were to depart
Onslow 0900/5 for Bartf/in.

(2) ’’WILCANNTAir escorting ConvoyjrD9 C’ALDINGA’1 "FINGAL") dep.
Thursday I si end 1945/4 for Darwin.

(3) WCASTLEMAINEH escorting "KOOLIGA" "BtfRWAH" departed Darwin
0707/3 for Thursday Island ETA 1000/7.

(4) 6 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

DarwLn - Warships & Aux. - “KALGOORLIE"
Me C 3: ! . i ■ ■

3. SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 00/5:

(1) "HERON” dep. Port Eedland 1930/3 for Ezn outh Gulf ETA 
a.m. 5/l*



>

Y (2) "TJERK HIDDES" en route Geraldton to Premantle ETA
0600/5.

(3) "VAN GALEN" escorting "TRINITY" was due Albany 1100/5.
(4) "WALLAROO" escorting "REYNEnjA" dep. Premantle 0755/3.

"WALLAROOto part c o m p a n y  and proceed Albany 
ETA 0730/5 and*provide A/s escort for "TRINITY” 
to Premantle.

(b) In Harbour;

Premantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TRCMP" "JACOB VAN
HEEMSKERK" "HORSHAM" "PELIAS" "DUBBO" 
"KAN1MBLA" "CHILDS" "ATHENE"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "WHIPPOORWILL" "PRESTON" "LARK"

4. EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to'1200/5?

(1) "DUNGAREE" dep. Townsville 2334/31. Wad due Sydney
0930/5,

(2) "MILDURA-1 "TOOTSVTLLEB escorting Convoy C068 departed
Sydney 1643/3.

(3) "WARRAMU1GA" to proceed Sydney ETA p.m. 6 /2  after escorting
"ROCHAMBEAU" to vicinity of 159°E,

(4) "ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN" escorting portion Convoy 0067 to Newcastle
ETA 1300/5.

(5) "ROCKHAMPTON" "YArJDRA" "EAPUNDA" "BOWEN" escorting Convoy GP35
(including "YUNNAN" "MERKUR" "BISHOPDALE") departed 
Sydney 1100/o  ETA Caloundra 0800/6. "MEKKUR" to 
proceed to Palm Is. ETA 0500/9. "YUNNAN" for 
Townsville ETA 13 00/8. "BISHOPDALE" for Darwin ETA 
2230/13,

(b ) In Harbour;

STdney - Warships & Aux. - "HOVEY" "ARUNTA" "LE TRIOMPHANT"
"HENLEY" "DOBBIN" "DELORAINE" "WAGC-A" "MIZAR" 
"MORESBY" "GYEIPIE" "GOLD STAR" "HERITAGE" 
"SUMNER" "YP .504"

(Repairing) "PORTLAND" "NEW ORLEANS" "ALHENA" "BXJNDABERG"
"WAHGANELLA” (Hospital Ship)

(In Reserve) "MANOOKA" "WESTRALIA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "SPRINGDALE" "DOOMBA"

(c) Proposed Movements;

(1) "AUSTRALIA" to depart More ton Bay p.m. 5 /2  for Sydney.
(2) "MORESBY" "WAGGA" to escort Convoy 0069. To take over

convoy from "ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN” at RV off Sydney 
p.m. 6 /2 .

B) SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) iLLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AV ) BALLARD THORNTON (AVD)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - MINNEAPOLIS (CA) ACHILLES (CL) LANDSDOWNE

NICHOLAS LA VALLETTE CONY (DD) CURTISS TANGIER (AV)
DIXIE (AD) NIAGARA (PG) PYRO (AS) VESTAL (AR) PRED.PUNSTAN 
JOHN PENN W.P.BIDDLE (AP) ALDEBARAN ALCHIBA TITANIA 
OEERTON ALGORAB (AK) CONFLICT (AM) ARCTIC (AF) PLATTE 
NEOSHO WEIPSTOCK (AO) NAVAJO (AT) SOLACE (AH) YP.290 
YP ,517 Y P .518
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(3) At Noumea - MURPHY STRONG SMITH JENKINS Me CAWLEY (DD) 
PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AS) LASSEN (AE) WHITNEY (AD)

^  KINGFISHER NEVILLE MERCURY ANTARES FOMAIBUT CASTOR (AK)
\ j a \ 4. SONOMA (AT) SUAMICO (AO) M5!lffimg3x*A&8i AKD.2 YP.239 
T\4) At Suva - NASSAU COPAHEE (ACV) POCOMOKE (AV) ENGADINE (XAV)

SHAW (DD) McKEAN (APD) CATALPA ROSEWOOD (YN) KANKAKEE (A3 ) 
MENOMINEE (AT)

(5) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN (PG) BOBOLINK (AM) LOCUST (YN)
WAEDANK (YT) MATAI MOA KIWI TUI (a/ s Vessels) VIREO (AM) 
ORTOLAN (ASR) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) STRATFORD lAP)

(6) At Vila - HOPKINS (DD) GAMBLE (DM) NESCEES (AO) RIGEL (AR)
ROAMS f- BUTTERNUT (YN) PC. 746 PC.477 PC.479 PATHFINDER (AG) 
KITTYHAWK v ;

(7) At Auckland - MONOWAI (A.M.C) EBONY (YN) TALAMANCA (AR)
Refitting - LKANDER (CL)

(8) At Wellington - LIBRA (AK)
(9) At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (CL)

I I .  NAVAL INCIDENTS

(x ) Falsi-Guadalcanal - Additional information on the "Tokyo
Express run 1-2 Feb. leads Comsopac to the conclusion that 
one enemy destroyer was definitely sunk by motor torpedo 
boats in the night action off Cape Espa ranee and probably 
a second. Analysis o f  all reports indicates that 3 destroyers 
may have been sunk if  more than 20 participated in the 
operatic*! , We lost 3 motor torpedo bm ts* in the action, not
5, as previously reported.

Another ftTokyo Expressw as run last night 4-5/2.
20 destroyers departed Faisi aat about 1300/4 and were reported 
at various stages on their SE course until they were attacked 
a* 1600/4 by 13 Avenger torpsdo planes. 7 Dauntless dive- 
oombers escorted by 8 Aircobras, 4 Lightnings and 15 Wildcats, 
25 Zero’ s covered the enemy convoy. Aircraft reported one 
destroyer sunk and X badly damaged while 7 Zqpo’ s were shot 
c.cmn and pro b&iy 5 mores we lost 4 Avengers, 1 Dauntless and 
1 Wildcat,

The convoy was attacked again at 1730/4 when it con
sisted of IS  destroyers. 1 additional unit was seen at this 
time in the distance to NW burning and headed NW, confirming 
the claims of the first attack.

,S/Fhe sec°nd attack was made by 13 Dauntless escorted 
by 10 Wildcats and 4 Warhawksj the convoy was covered by 
35 Zeroes. Two hits were claimed on one destroyer and one 
on another. 10 Zero’ s were shot down and probably 2 meres 
we lost 1 Warhawk while 2 Wildcats and 1 Dauntless are 
missing.

At 2150/4, 3 ships were seen 20 miles N. of Russell 
Group still on course 150° and at 0145/5 6 ships were 
reported retiring to west 20 miles W. of Cape Esperance 
although some/inits were thought still to be in the vicinity
of Cape Esperance at 0323/5*

I I I .  ENEMY’S PIP BAB LE NEXT MOVE

(1) Renewed offensive against Guadalcanal.
(2) Possible diversionary action from the Marshalls

area.
(3) Consolidation Lae-Salamaua-Wewak area.
(4) Possible offensive against eastern New Guinea

area (Milne Bay).
(5) Consolidation Timor-Ar%u£ra Sea-Dutch New

Guinea includi ng poss ible attempt 
occupy Merauke.

- 4 -
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G.H.Q,. , S .W .P .A



> A P P E  E D I X

SOU^JE

DAILYA PPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

ST PACIFIC AREA

EASTERN SECTION

8n Cruisers 

6 ” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunbca ts

Oiirs

Effective

( i ) Allied Forces:

AUSTRALIA

HOBART
PHOENIX

ASUNTA
WAHRAKUNGA
IE TRIOMPHANT
SELFRIDGE
PATTERSON
HENLEY
HELM
RALPH TALBOT 
BAGLEY 
MUGFOHD 

STUART 
VENDETTA 
GRAMPUS 
GRAYBACK 
GREENLING 
NAUTILUS 
TRIT033 
ALBACOHE 
AMBERJACK 
ARGONAUT 
GATO 
GROWIE R 
GROUPER 
GUARDFISH 
SNAPPER 
SWORDFISH 
TUNA 
WAHOO 
K.9
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO
VICTORIA 
BISHOPDALE 
AASE m  ERSK

Non-effective

NEW ORLEANS 
PORTLAND

MANOORA 
WESTRALIA

On Reserve

)
)
) A^ Brisbane 
)
)

)
5

}

} On Patrol 
}
}
)
)
)

At Sydney

KURUMBA

(11) Enemy Forces 

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Fleet (striking Force)
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
5-6 Battleships (BB) YAMATO

MUSA SHI
MUTSU
NAGATO
HARJNA
KONGO

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV) ZUIKAKU
2-3 Converted A/C Carriers(XCV)HAYATAEA

HITAKA (poss. Home Waters) 
ZUIHO

3 Auxiliary A/C Carriers (ACV) UNYO ) . OTA1&
CHUYO ) Ferrying

(Truk-Jalui t-Bi smar cks-Solomo ns)
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Heavy cruisers (CA)

C ‘

7 light cruisers (CL)

1 or 2 converted light cruisers 
Approx 27 submarines (S3)
Approx 40 destroyers (DD)
4 Seaplane Carriers (AV)

Effective

ATA30 
TAKAO 
TONE 
HAGURO 
CHOKAI 
KUMANO ) 
SUZUYA ) 
A OB A 
ISUZ'J 
KATORI 
KASHIMA 
NAGARA 
TENRYU 
01
KITAGAMI 

(XCL)

MYOKO (prob. dam.26/ l 0) 
MOGAMI (believed s unk 

M / l l )

Non-effective

1 damaged 19 /l

TATSUTA
KINU

) believed sunk 
) 14 /ll

CHIYODA (damaged 8 /ll  
poss. sunk)

CHITOSE 
AKITSUSHIMA 
NISSHIN 

. KAMOI
9 Converted S/p Tenders (XW )
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3,000 tons)
Minevers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB’ s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 383 shore-based aircraft incl. 155 P, 152 B, 22 f / b , 3 6 p/p, 

18 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

WESTERN SECTION

(i) Allied Forces

6 "Cruisers ADELAIDE
Flotilla Leader TROMP
A.A.Ship VAN HEEMSKERK
Armed Merchant Cruiser KANIMBLA
Destroyers TJERK HIDDES 

VAN GALEN
S/p Tenders HERON

W.3 .PRESTON 
CHILDS

Submarine Tender PELIAS
Submarines GRAYLING ) 

GRENADIER ) 
GUDGEON ) 
THRESHER ) 
TROUT ) 
K.12 ) 
GAR ) 
TAMBOK ) 
TAUTOG )
K.8 )

On Patrol

At Premantle

3 . EAST IMPIES - PHILIPPINES

(i) Allied Forces:

6 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see above)

( i i ) Enemy Forces:

C fs in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet 
1 heavy cruiser (CA) A SHI (SARA
3 light cruisers (CL) KASHU NAT OK I (damaged 2L /l)

KDMA
1 converted light cruiser (XCL)
Approx 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (AV) NOTORO
1 Converted S/P Tender (XAV)
Approx 3.73 shore-based aircraft incl. 76 F, 57 B, 24 p/p, 16 transport a/c.
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B. CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

Converted A/e Carrier 
8 ” Cruisers

Effective 

( i ) Allied Forces; 

IDAHO
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA •
LONG ISLAND

Destroyers
Submarines

CinC 1st Fleet 
4-5 Battleships (BB)

15 (approx)
25 (approx)

(II) Enemy Fcr ces; (Saipan-

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 - 8 ” Cruiser (CA)
2 light cruisers (CL)

ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
ETUGA

ABUKUMA 
3ENDAI

4 Converted s/p Tenders (XAV)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers and Gunboats (DD & ?G) 
Approx 27 Submarines (S3)

C. SOUTHERN PACIFIC AREA

Battle ships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a/C Carriers

8 ” Cru isers

6” Cruisers

5" Cruisers

Destroyers 
^  Armed Merchant Cruisers

(i) Allied Forces;

INDIANA 
WASHINGTON 
NORTH CAROLINA 
COLORADO 
MARYLAND 
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
ENTERPRISE 
SARATOGA 
NASSAU 
ALTAMAHA 
C OPAHEE 
CHENANGO 
SUWANNEE 
SANGAMON 
MINNEAPOLIS 
WICHITA 
LOUISVILLE 
CHICAGO 
HELENA 
HONOLULU 
ST.LOUIS 
NASHVILLE 

C OLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MONTPELLIER 
ACHILLES 
SAN DIEGO

S AN JUAN 
45 (approx) 
MSJNOWAI 
A SCANIA

- o -

Non-effective

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

SALT LAKE CITY 
SAN FRANCISCO 
INDIANAPOLIS

Bonins-Formosa-Japan)

SHOKAKU
TIKUMA (damaged 26/10)

LEANDER



D. NORTHERN PACIFIC AREA

6" Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

CinC 5th Fleet
1 - 8" Cruiser (CA)
2 light cruisers (CL)

Approx 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)

E. SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

(i) Allied Forces:

6” Cruisers

Effective Non-effective

( i ) Allied Forces:

DETROIT
RALEIGH

(i i )  Enemy Forces: (N.Honshu-Kuriles-Aleutians)

MCE I 
T M  A 
KI30

f INDIAN OCEAN AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 ” Cruisers

7 .5 ” Cruisers

6” Cruisers

CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

(i) Allied Forces:

Armed Merchant Cruisers

A.A. Ship
Approx 27 Destroy rs 
Approx 9 Submarines

Approx 3 Submarines

WARSPITE
RESOLUTION
RAM3XLIES
ROYAL SOVEREIGN
ILLUSTRIOUS
ALBATROSS
GEORGIOS AVEROFF (Greek) 
DEVONSHIRE 
HAWKINS 
FROBISHER 
M U U TIU S  '
GAMBIA 
BIRMINGHAM 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVER POOL 
DAUNTLESS 
DRAGON 
DURBAN 
CAPETOWN 
CERES 
CALEDON 
CARADOC
SUMATRA (Dutch)
ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE 
CORFU 
CHITRAL 
RJH PURA
WORCESTERSHIRE 
CARLISLE

,. - ywaair. 
NEWCASTLE 
GLASGOW 
EMERALD 
DANAE

(ii) Enemy Forces:
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re 1 r MOST SECRET

DAILY APPRECIATION - PACIFIC & INDIAN PC Mil NAVAL ACTIVITY

February/1945

I . DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

SCUTE WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. KORTI-I EASTERS AREA

(i) ALLIES FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/6:

"PIRIE" escorting "YOCHOW" from Oro Bay ETA Port Moresby 0900/7. 
"SWAN" escorting "TAROONA" departed Port Moresby 2000/4 ETA 

Townsville 2000/6.
"STUART" escorting "CANBERRA* "JASON LEE” to Port Moresby 

ETA D600/7,
"IHYUILA" dep. Cairns 1620/5 for survey ground Cap© Mel son area 

ETA 3oschen Strait 1700/7.
"COLAC" escorting Convoy TN33 ("HENKY DEARBORN" "3ENERAL VERSPIJCK" 

'*VAN SPIL'MRGEN" ) was to depart Townsville 1200/6 for 
Port Moresby ETA l500/8 .

"KATOOMBA" escorting Convoy TN31 {"SWARTENEONDT’ "BANTAM" ) dep, 
Townsville 13:26/2 for Milne Bay was due 2100/5, 

S .S ."SIBIG0" towing 2 MTB’s dep. Brisbane 1514/3 ETA Townsville 
0600/7,

"MANUNDA" departed Bristane 1220/2 for Port Moresby, Was due 
0800/6 .

SC ,746 departed Brisbane 1645/5 for Lady Elliot Island, To 
return Brisbane.

"ROCKHAMPTON" "SANDRA" *KA?TOJDA" "BOOT" escorting Convoy GP33
sere due Caloundra 0600/6. " G0UL3URN" escorETng ’’lOTSIK" 
"HEEMSKERK" dep. Brisbane 2040/5 to RV with Convoy GP33 
at outer end swept channel. "GOliLBURN" to assume "duties 
of S.C. escort. On arrival vicinity Gla dstone, "KARSIK"
*HEEMSKERK" to proceed independently, "KAPUNDA” to 
return to Brisbane for boiler cleaning. " GO'JLBURN" to 
escort "MERKUR" "G.W.licCRARY" "M0NT0R0" s,BISE0?DAIS" to 
Whitsunday Passage and "BOWEN" to escort "YUNNAN" 
"BALIKPAPAN" '̂ YfiJiRA" to Whitsunday Paasege. On completion 
"GOULBURN" to proceed Gladstone, !,B0WEN" to oroceed 
Brisbaie. "YUMAi: :i for Townsville ETA 1300/8, "M1RKUR" 
For Palm Island ETa 0500/9. "BISHOPDAEE" x’or Darwin 
ETA 2230/31.

SC.744 towing 2 MTB’s departed Brisbane 0915/5 ETA Townsville 
p.m. 9/2#

"BAGLEY" "HEIM* escorting "THOMAS JEFFERSON" "ARCTURUS" "JOSEPH 
T.DICKMAN" "MAUI" deo. Brisbane 1205/5. To escort to 
position 26 50 ’ S, 159°E. "BAGLEY" "HEIM" to return to 
Brisbane,

4 PT Boats en route Townsville to Cairns.
11 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbourj

ill
(3)

(4)

(5)

( 6 )

(7)

(8 ) 

(9)

(10)

(1 1)

(12)

(13)
(14)

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay

Port Moresby 

Cairns

Warships & Aux. - BgNDIGO"
Merchant Vessels: "JAPARA"
Warships & Aux. - "LATROBE" "HILO", 4 PT Boats,

"STELLA" "PCLARIS"
Merchant Vessels: "STEPHEN J.FIELD" "CHARON* and

approx 40 small craft.
Merchant Vessels: "GORGON" "PORTB&E" "THEOFANO

LIVAHOS" "ASMSIA NOMIKOS", approx 20 small craft, 
Warships k Aux. - "SELFRIDGE" "PLATYPUS" & 9 PT

Boats (2 refitting)
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>;

Cairns {Contd}« 
Townsville

(Repairing) 
Challenger Bay

Dunk Island 
Maryborough 
Brisbane

(Repai ring)

7/arships & Aux. - VENDETTA*1 "GLENELG" (refitting) 
Vi'erships & Aux. - "3AILARAT" "VICTORIA" "POYANG" 

"BROOME"
Warships & Aux. - "PH03BIX" *KUGFQRD* "RALPH

TALBCT" "AASB MASRSK"
Warships h Aux. - "HOBART" "PATTERSON” 
farshios & Aux. - "ECIFJCA" (repairing) 
a-ershloa & Aux. - "TULSA" "BUNBUHY" GEELONG” 

"PULTON" YMS.9 YMS.49 YMS.50 and
8 PT Boats 

"LIT HGOW" " EURUMBA"

(ill ENIMY FORCES

(1) Kapir.agaaaransi - An enemy force reported to consist of 2
aircraf t car riers (one large, one scall), ^battleships ,
6 heavy cruisers, 2 light cruisers &, 12 destroyers was 
seen 170-160 miles NE Eapingamarangi between 0825-1052/5.
At one time, the units were on course 240° and later some 
or all changed zo 110°. The reporting aircraft took 
advantage of cloud cover to come down to 3,500 ft  directly 
overhead of the convoy* ^

(2) Ontoma Java - A small plane - s couting/«xx re por ted/a t J I300and
leaC/f'zTgaagcing 95-100 miles SE Ontong Java. The vessel 
was strafed and damaged.

(3) Short lands - At 1000/5 one large warship and 11 cargp vessels
were seen in the areas 10 of the cargo vessels were in 
Tonclsi Harbour. At 1156 the returning "Tokyo Express" 
entered Palsl (see Naval Incidents).

(4) Buka - 2 medium cargo vessels were sighted 16 miles SSW Buka
Passage course north at lS00/5 apparently going into Buka*
At 1035/5 an enemy destroyer was seen in position 75 miles 
KfS Buka Passage course 220° speed 15 knots.

Recent observations indicate about 40 aircraft 
operating from Buka Passage aerodrome*

(5) Rabaul - Lakunai and Yunakanau, aerodromes were bombed b^- 7
i ortresses during night 4-5/2.

(6) Talasea - A c argo vessel (approx 1000 tons) was seen off
Tale sea at I 000/5 and probably the sane vessel was seen 
again at 15lo/s. The vessel ©as attacked otneach occasion.

(7) Mfewak - Photographs Wewak Harbour 4 /2  show one destroyer one
small merchant vessel, 2 launches. Visual report of thia 
recce given yesterday was shown as 4 small transports and 
one 500 ton unidentified vessel. The photos also show 3 
fighters on tie runway with construetional activity progress
ing rapidly.

(8) Alexlshafen - Photoglyphs 4/2  show that the runway is not
serviceable but is being extended*

(9) Mad&ng - Photograhs 4/2  show that the runway is serviceable 
iahd is being extended* dispersal areas are being constructed.

Pinschhafen - Photographs 4/S  show the runway to be unserviceable 
sfeu - in minor operations during the night 3-4/2 and early 

morning 4/2 several enemy attempts to break through our 
positions E and SE of W&u were repulsed without casualties 
on our side. In the aarne area two enemy positions had been 
occupied by evening 4/fe *

(12) Kumusi River - Enemy remnants apparently attempting to escape
down the river on rafts were engaged during the night 2-3/2 
by an army patrol and about 75 casualties inflicted.

(13) Milne Bay - On 5 / 2  there were unconfirmed reports of a possible
suBm’rlne in Milne Bay.

(14A)Guadalcanal - Enemy aircraft were over Guadalcanal from 2025/4 
to" 050o/5‘ no doubt for the purpose of neutralising the air
field during landing operations which were being conducted 
at that time (see Naval Incidents).
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2, NORTH WESTERS AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12co/Ss

(1) ILC ANN IA " escorting ComroySD9 ("ALDINQA" "FINGAL") dep. 
Thursday Isi anti 1945/4 for Darwin,

(2) " 0A STLEMAINE" escorting "KOOLIGA” "3URWAH" dep. Dar*. n 
0707/3 for Thursday Island ETA 1000/7.

(3) 6 aubsa rlnss on patrol,

(b ) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships &  Aux. - "XALGOORLIE"

(3.1.) Elgas? FORCES

(1) Anbon - The township, jetty and shipping were successfully 
attacked 5 /2  by 9 Liberators. Results have still to be 
assessed,

(2) Dobo - The township was attacked 5 /2  by 9 B .25 ’ s,

3. SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLISP FORCES

(a) At 3ea to 32 00/6*

(1) ®HEKONM dep. Port Hedland 1930/3 for Sxmouth GuJ.f ETA
a, hi , 5 /l ,

(2) "VAN GALEN" escorting "TRINITY” was cue Albany 1100/5.

(b ) In Harbour:

Albany - n
Premantle

- larshins & Aux. - "WALLAROO1*
- Warships k Aux. "ADSL AIEan ftTROttP” "JACOB VAN

BEEM8KERK" "TJEiCK HI DDES" ’H0RS1AM" "B£ LIAS" 
nDUB30" "KMIIfflLA" "CHILDS" "ATHENE"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux, - "WHIPPOORWILL" "PRESTON" "LARK" 
Onslow - S/ar ships & Aux. - "WARRSGO" "INVEKELL'*

Re rchan t ?e s sels: "MAETSXJYCKERn

. EASTERN S SOUTHERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to I2Q0/gs

(1) "AUSTRALIAw en route Brisbane to Sydney ETA 1300/6, On
completion of exeridbes with "AUSTRALIA", "KYBRA" 
y&s to proceed Sydney ETA Q500/8,

(2) !,ABiiAKAM GRYNSSEN” escorting Convoy C069 was to derart
Newcastle 1030/o. "kORESEY” "vVbG-GA11 to RV off 
Sydney p.m. 6 /1  and take over escort,

(3) "WANGAKELLA" (Hospital Ship) dep. Sydney 134l/5 for S’remantle.
(4) "DOOMSA” escorting Convoy 0G68 dep. Port Phillip 2221/5 to

RV in Wilson’ s Promontory area with "MIIDURA11 
“TOWNSVILLE" escorting Convoy G068.

(5) "WARRAMUNGA" due Sydney p.m. 6/2  after escorting "ROCHA!,1BE® "
to vicinity of 159°E.

(b) In Barbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "HOVEY" "ARONTA" *LE TRIQMFHANTtt
"HENLEY" "DOBBIN" "DEL ORA I HE" "MIZAR" "fflYKPIE" 
sG0LD STAR" "HEW IT AGE" "SOMME” "3UNGAREE"
TP, 504

l 8 p£ S » i )  t U M M “ 'B o m w m o f
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Melbourne - Warships & Aux,, - "SPRIIGDALE* 

(e) Prop33 ed Movements i

(1) ’’YANDRA3’ ©acortlnR Convoy PG33 ( rtS. JACOB” "BAN HONG LIONG"
BUHDAIEERBTt- o fe a r Y  Brisbane 140 o/e. "ROCKHJM FF0Nw 
escorting Cosvog PG53A ( ” GEORGE CSAFPET" "C.W,PEALB" 
"TASMAN") to *3 ©part i*rifeane 1800/6*

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AflEA

(1) A  LIED FORCES

(1) At Vanlkoro - THORNTON (AVD}
(2) At Espiritu Santo - MIHHEAa- (XL13 (CA) ACHILLES (CL) LANDSDOft’NE

NICHOLAS LA VALETTE CONY SCtTHAED (DD) CURTISS 
MACKINAC TANGIER (AV) BALLARD (AVD) DIXIE (AD) NIAGARA(PG) 
PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) FRED.POJSTAN JOHN PENN W.P.BIDDLE 
(A?) SANDS (APD) ALDEBARAN ALGBTEA TAGANAK OB3R0N 
ALGORAB (AK) ARCTIC (IF) WMPSSOOK (AO) NAVAJO (AT)
Y P .290 Y P ,617 Y P .518 KIWI (a / s  Vessel)

(3) At Noumea - MURPHY STRONG a§ITE JENKINS McCAWLEY (DD)
PROMETHEUS {m ) ARGONNE (AS) IA SSEN (AS) .WITNEY (AD)
KINGFI SEER NEVILLE ’.lERCUKX AN TARE 3 FOMALHAUT CASTOR (AK 
SONOMA (AT) SUAMJtCO (AO) AHD.2 YP.239

(4) At Suva - NASSAU COPAHEK (ACV) POSOMGKE (AV) ENGADINE (XAV)
SFAX (DD) MoKEAE (APD) CATALPA ROSEWOOD (YU) KANKAKEE (AO) 
MENOMINEE (AT)

(6) Guadalcanal Area - JTlESTOSSN (PG) 30B0L1NK (AM) LOCUST (YN)
WANDANK (YT; MAfAI MOA KIWI TUI (A/S Vessels) VIREO(AM) 
ORTOLAN (ASH-) SRSKINE PHELPS (AO) STRATFORD (AP)

(6) At Vila - NESCEE5 (AC) RIGEL (AH) K) JWE3 BUTTERNUT (YH) PC.746
PC 477 PC * 479 KITTX flAWK

(7) At Auckland - MONOWAI (A.M.C) EBONY (YN) TALAMANCA (JE )
Refitting - LEASDER (CL)

(8) At Weil leg ton - LORA (AK)
(9) At Papeete - CH5VSET-TL (CL)

(1 )

( 2 )

(ii) m m y  fcross

Vanikoro - Ane neiay aircraft was over Vanlkoro between 1110- 
ll'M /4  and again at 1108/6. This was probably for recce 
purposes as no boats are reported to have been dropped* 

Nauru - Recce a.m. s/2 reports a well-developed aerodrome on 
Tfauru isith construction in progress. Aircraft were seen 
landing# : -■

II . NAVAL INCIDENTS

X
Falsi -^Guadalcanal - Further repo? ts Stof ths "Tokyo Express"

4 -s/a, consisting of 20 destroyers which dep. Falsi about 
1300/4 (as reported yesterday) abo# that 17 or 18 units 
reached Guadalcanal by about 2245/4. Landings were apparently 
effected from 10 to 12 destroyers between that tlast and 
0100/s in vicinity of Arullgo (E. of' Cape E'3perance), Vis&le 
(almost on the point) and at Kamimbo (Goughian Harbour, west 
of Cape Bsperance). The remaining 6 to 8 units probably 
acted in the capacity of a screening force.

Six destroyers were seen departing from the vicinity 
of Cape Esperarce - Goughian Harbour course 240 at 0115/6 
and 6*’ were reported SE of Satuk&i Is . (southernmost New 
G*ergia) course 290° at 0325/5.

17 destroyers were seen entering Falsi from south 
at 1140/5#

Enemy aircraft were over Guadalcanal from 2245/4 - 
0500/5 in an effort to neutralize our air activities against 
their land! ng*

Approx 40 landing barges were seen a calf t between Cape 
Esperance andSAvo Is . at daylight 5/2#
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It would appear that ons destryer was probably sunk 
as a result of the first air a ttack a t 1600/4 and another a> 
severely damaged at the same time that It  fell out of the 
convoy and was last seen retiring !?.*»’„ burning. As only 17 
destroyers w re seen returning into Falsi, it uld appear 
that another unit may have been sunk by the second air attack 
at 1730/4 or later in the vicinity of Savo Is. where a large
oil slick was seen at daylight 5 /2 ,

I I I .  BKgMYJjS PrtOBAHLS NEXT MOVE

(1) Renewed offensive against Guadalcanal.
(2) Possible diversionary action from the Marshalls

area.
(3) Consolidation Lae-Salamaua-Wewak area.
(4) Possible offensive against eastern New Guinea

area (Milne Bay).
(5) Consolidation 'f imo r-Arafura Sea-Dutch New

. Guinea including possible attempt to 
occupy Merauke*

For A/DIRECTOR C . 0 . I .C. 
G .H .Q ., S .W .P.A.

6 /2 /43



A P P E N D I X

DAILY A PPrtECIATION-PACIFIC & . INDIAN CCEAN .KAVAL*A CTIVITY

soin^ £st p a c if ic  area

EASTERN StSCTIOH

8” Cruisers

6” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla Leaders

Eff3cti\~e 

(1) Allied Forces;

AUSTRALIA

HOBART
PHOENIX

Non-effective

NEW ORLEANS 
PORTLAND

MANOORA ) Rp3f»r>vs 
WESTRALIA ) 0n R63erv®

Destroyers

Submarines

At Brisbane

On Patrol

ARUNTA 
WARRAKMGA 
LE TRIUMPHANT 
SEL FRIDGE 
PATTERSON 
HENLEY 
HELM
RALPH TALBOT 
BAGLEY 
1TJGFCR3 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
GRAMPUS 
GRAYBACK 
GREEKLI NG 
NAP TILUS 
TRITON 
ALBAGCHE 
AMBESJACK 
ARGONAUT 
GATQ 
GROWLER 
GROUPER 
GU8RDFISH 
SNAPPER 
SVS0RDFI3H 
TUNA 
VTAHOO 
K,9
FULTON 
DC BEEN 
TULSA 
HILG
VICTORIA 
BISeOt-DALE 
AA 3F MABRSK

(ii) Enemy Forces: ('Pruk-J&lult-Bismarcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force)
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
5-6 Battleships (BB) YAMATO

MUSA3HI
MUTSU
NAGATO . -
HARUKA
KONGO

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV) Z7IKAKU
2-3 Converted A/c Carriers(XCVjHffiATAKA

HITAKA (poss. Home Waters)
ZUTHO

3 Auxiliary A/c Carriers (ACV) UNYO ) „  • OTAKA
CHUYG ) Ferrying

Submari ne Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Oilers

At Sydney

KORIJMBA
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Effective Non-effective

Heaw  Cruisers (CA)
6 effective)

7 light cruisers (CL)

1 or 2 converted light cruisers 
Approx 27 submarines (S$
Approx 40 destroyers (D$
4 Seep lane Carriers (AV)

ATAGO . 
TAKAO
TONE 
EAGURO 
CMOKAI 
KUMANG ) 
SUZUYA J 
AOBA 
LSUZU 
KATOHI 
KASHIMA 
M G  AHA 
TEM’iYU 
OX
KITAGAMI 

(XCL)

MYOKO (prob. dam.26/l0) 
MOGAMI (believed sunk 

14/11)

1 damaged 19/l

TATSUTA
KXNU

believed sunk 
14 /ll

CHITOSE 
A K.I TSUSHIMA 
IISSHIN 
KAMO I

CHIYODA (damaged 8 /ll  
poss. sunk)

9 Converted s/p Tenders 
Several Submarine Tenders 
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3 ,000 tons)
Minelayers, MipesweejB rs, Sub.Chasers, ?flTBfs, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
App* ox 36© shore-based aircraft incl. 138 P, 152 B, 2 2 F/B, 36 P/P, 

18 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

2. WESTERN SECTION

(i) Allied Forces:

6 ” Cruiser ADELAIDE
Flotilla Leader TBQMP
A .4  Ship VAN HEEMSKERK
Armed Merchant Cruiser m NIMBLA

‘Destroyers TJESK HIDDES

s/P Tenders
VAN GALEN
HERON
W.B.PRESTON
CHILDS

Submarine Tender PELIAS
Submarines GRAYLING ) 

GRENADIER )
GUDGEON ) 
THRESHER )

•
TROUT 5 
K.12 )
GAR ) 
TAMBOR ) 
TAUTOG )
K.8 )

EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES
3.

(1) Allied Forces?

On Patrol

At Fremantle

6 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see & ove)

NATO SI (damaged 2l/l)

(ii) Enemy Forces;

C*s in C 1st;, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet 
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASHIGARA
3 light cruisers (CL) KASBIX

KUMA
converted light cruiser (XCL)

Approx 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (AV) NOTORO
1 Converted s/p Tender (XAV)
Approx 173 shore-based a/c incl. 76 P, 57 B, 24 F /p , 16 transport a/c.

- 2 -



B. CENTRAL PACIFIC AREACNT^r.

Battleships

Converted A/c Carrier 
8M Cruisers

Effective 

(i ) Allied For pest

IDAHO
PBXKSYLVAKIA  
NEVADA 
LOSG 131.M D

Destroyers 
Subi®. cl ne s

CinC 1st Fleet
4-5 Battleships (BE)

15 (approx)
23 (approx)

(ii) Enemy Forcesg (Saipan-

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 - 8 ” Cruiser (CA)
2 light cruisers (CL)

ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA

AEUKUMA
SE3&DAI

4 Converted S/p Tenders (XAY)
*6 Old Armoured CrMsers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers aid Gunboats (DD t  PC) 
Approx 27 submarines (SS)

C. SOUTHERN PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Qarriers 

Auxiliary a /C Carriers

8” Oil1 isers

6W Cruisers

5” Cruisers 

Destroyers
.Armed Merchant Cruisers

(i) Allied Forces;

INDIANA 
JASalNC-TCN 
NORTH CAROLINA 
COLO RAC 0 
MAR3TLA ED 
MISSISSIPPI 

NSW fflXICO 
ENTBRFRISE 
SARATOGA 
FA 3 SAD 
ALTAMAHA 
CO PA BEE 
CHENANGO 
SUWANNEE 
SANGAMON 
MINNEAPOLIS 
ISISHITA 
CHICAGO 
LOUISVILLE 
HELENA 
HONOLULU 
ST*LOUIS 
NASHVILLE 
COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MONTPELLIER 
ACHILLES 
SAS DIEGO 
SAB JUAN 
45 (approx) 
mmxsL
A3CANIA

Non-effoctivs

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

SALT LAKE CITY 
SAN FRANCISCO 
IMDTANAPOLIS

Bonins -Forraos a-Japan)

3H0KAKU
TIKUMA (damaged 26/l0)

m m m
LEAN DER
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D. N O R T H S  PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

(i) Allied Force a:

6 ” Cruisers

10 Destroprs
10 Submarines

CinC 5th Fleet
1 - 8" Cruiser (CA)
2 light cruisers (CL$

EEl'ROn?'
HABBIUH

(ii)  Enemy Forces: (N.Honshu-Kuriles-Aleutians)

Approx 4 Destroyers (DD) 
Approx 7 Submarines (S3)

EAGHI
T A M
KISO

E. SOUTBEASl’Iilfllv PACIFIC AREA

( i ) Allied Forces:

6” Ciuisex's

f

eoficcxD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

7  IKDIAN OCEAN AREA

Battle ships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8” Craisers

7 .5 ” Cruisers

6” Cruisers

(i) Allied Forces:

NEWCASTLE 
GLASGOW 
EMERALD 

D AME

Araeit Merchant Cruisers

A .A. Ship
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Subaer in os

fA RSPITE 
RE SOLUTION 
RAMILLISS 
R O M  SOVEREIGN 
ILLUSTRIOUS 
ALBATROSS
GEORGIGS AVEROFF (Greek) 
DEV 01; 3EIRE
:a w k o s

-FROBISHER 
MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA 
BIRMINGHAM 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
DAUNTLESS 
DRAGON 
DURBAN 
DA IE TOWN 
CERES 
CALEDON 
CARADKE
SUMATRA (Dutch)
ALAUMIA
CARTHAGE 
CORFU 
CHIT HAL 
RANHJRA 
W RCE3TERSHIRE 
C ARLISLE

(ii)  Bne.rj Forces:

App*ox 3 submarines

- 4 -



MOST 3gCR£T

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC k INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

7th Fab ruary .1943

I * DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & SNBMY NAVAL FORCES

. south ffsar pacific area

1. NCRTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Se* zo 1200/7i

{1) "PIRIE* escorting "YOCSOf?11 from Oro Bay was due Port 
Moresby 0900/7.

(2) "SANU3DA* departed Port Moresby 1517/s ETA Milne Bay 
I2OO/7

(3) "VICTORIA1’ des>.* Cairns 1443/s for Townsville.
(4) * STUART* escorting "CANBERRA* "JASON LEE* to Port Moresby 

was due 0600/7,
(5) *WHYAI»LA* .dep, Cairns 1620/5 for survey ground Cape Nelson 

' area ETA Gosshen Strait 1700/7 ,
(6 ) "C0LACH escorting Convoy TN35 ("HENHY DEARBORN" “VAN SPILBERGEN")

7  dep, Townsville 1S3&/6 for Port Moresby ETA I J f t n  A
(7) SC .744 towing 2 PT Boats departed Brisbane 0915/5 ETA/i6?», 1 1 16  

9/2»
(8 ) SC .746 dep. Brisbane 1345/5 for Lady Elliot Island, To 

return Brisbane,
(9) "TULSA" towing 4 PT Boats departed Brisbane a.m. 7 /2  for 

. Cairns,
(10) Convoy GP33 - "SOULBIBH'* S.O.Escort, On arrival vicinity

“  Gladstone, flKAR3IK,f ^HEEMSKERE" oo proceed independent
ly. "KAPTJNM* to return to Brisbane for boiler clean
ing, “GOULBURN* to escort *MERXUR* *G,W,McCRARYH 
"MONTORO* 9 BISHOP DALE" to Whitsunday Passage ETA 
1930/8 and ‘‘BOWEN* to escort *YUHNAN* "BALIEPAPAM* 
*YARRA" to Whitsunday Passage ETA 0530/9, *GO'3LS'ORN* 
to RV with ^TAROGSA” and escort to Brisbaae. “BOtfSN* 
to RV with flP0ZANGn and escort to Brisbane, "YUNNAN* 
for Townsville, *MERKUR" for Pals Island, "BISHOPDALE* 
for Darwin.

(11} "BAGLEY* "HELM" escorting "THOMAS JEFFERSON* "ARCTURUS"
"JOSEPH T.DICSHAN* "MAUI" dei>. Brisbane 1205/5. To 
escort to position 36o50»3, 159°E, "BAGLEY" "HELM* 
to return to Brisbane.

(12) 11 submarines on patrol,

{bj la Harbour;

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux, - "BENDIGO*
Merchant Vessels s "JAPARA"

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "LATROBE* "KAT00M3A" "HILO",
4 PT Boats, "STELLA" "POLARIS"

Merchant Vessels : "STEPHEN J,FIELD* "BANTAM*
"CHARON* "3WART.ENH0NDT" & approx 40 snail craft 

Port Moresby - Merchant Vessels* "GORGON* *PORTMA3P "TH30FAN0
- LI VAN OS* * ASPASIA N OMIKOS", approx 20 small 

craft.
Cairns - Warships & Aux. - "SWAN* * PLATYPUS* & 33 PT

Boss (2 refitting)
{Refitting) "VENDETTA" aGLEKELG*

Townsville - Warships 6; a u x . - "BALLARAT" " POYANG" 2 PT Boats 
{Repairing) *BR00ME* 

v /  Challenger Bay- Warships & Aux. - " PHOENIX* "MUt'FORP* "RALPH
V  ~ TALBOTf| *AASE MASRSE*

Dunk Island - Warships & Aux. - "HOBART" ^PATTERSON" *SELFRIDGE* 
Maryborough - Warships & Aux, - "ECHUCA1 (repairing)
Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - v *BUNBUHYf? *FULTGH* YMS.9

YMS.49 ^MS.50 and 4 PT Boats 
(Repairing) "LITHGOl1/* "KURUMBAs "GEELONG"
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(c) Proposed Movementst

Bay

BOSCH")
ETA

Catalina. 
Passage,

‘There is continued evidence of enemy reinforcement and 
consolidation on Buka is . and on the N. coast of Bougainville
Is ,

(3) East of Ken? Ireland Area - The following shipping has been
sighted b/tf & fcj/2 in the waters to the E. and N.E. of New 
Ireland -

0900/5 - 1 cargo vessel 120 miles E, Namatanai course 230° 
0952/5 - 1 tanker 150 miles Kit lamatanai course 165°
1210/6 - small w/ t vessel 250 miles NE Namatanai course 200° 
1230/6 - W/T ship 240 miles EKE lamatanai course 200°

(4) Buka Passage - At 0855/6 the following shipping was seen probably
about 25 miles NNE Buka Passage - course 210°, speed 10 knots -

1 heavy cruiser
1 destroyer
2 cargo vessels

(5) Rabaul - Rabaul was harassed from 2135/5 to 0215/6 by one
Fortress which dropped bombs intermittently throughout the 
period,

^  OpQfl Bay - A 500 ton cargo vessel was seen off Tagada at 
IO I5/ 6»

(7) Flnachhafen - At approximately 0800/S a 500 ton cargo ship was
seen off"Finschhafen,

(8) Lae - The aerodrome was successfully bombed by 7 B .2 5 ’ s at
about 1400/s,

(9) Wau - Allied activities are limited to offensive patrols which
'hav^occupied some new position^feast of Wau, Between 1045 and 
1300/6 about 18 enemy medium bombers and at least 50 fighters 
were encountered over the Wau area. Our fighters intercepted 
on five occasions with considerable success.

2. NORTH flESTERS AREA

(i) i&LISD F0RC3S

(a) At Sea to 120p/7:

(1) "WXLCANHIA" escorting Convoy TD9 ("ALDINGA" " PINGAL") dep,
Thursday Island 1945/4 for Darwin.

(2) "CA5TLEMAIBE" escorting "KOOLIGA" "BURWAH* dep. Darwin
0707/3 for Thursday Island . Was due lQOO/7.

(3) 6 submarines on patrol.

(b) in Barbour 1

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "KALG-OORLIE"

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Ambon - Photos taken at the time of the attack on enemy shipping 
1150/5 show 9 merchant ships 1000-10,000 tons totalling 
approximately 34,000 tons and one submarine chaser.

Darwin - An enemy aircraft was Intercepted and destroyed over 
Darwin at noon 6/ 2,

(1) “LATROBE" escorting " S^ARTENHOFDT" to depart Milne
1300/7 for Oro Bay,

(2) "BROOME* escorting Convoy TN34 ("JASSINS" "VAN DEN
to depart Townsville 1300/S for Milne Bay
1400A 1 .

(ii) E m m  FORCES

(1) Buin - Kahili aerodrome was attacked 0230/6 by one
(2) luSa - a.m, 6 /2  4 snail cargo vessels were in Buka

ST 0305/6 the runway was bombed by a Catalina.



3. SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/7;

(1) "I80BEL" escorting "KOOLINDA" departed Exmouth Gulf a.m.
v 5/ 2 , was due Carnarvon 061 o /s.

(2) "TROMP" essorting "ATHENS" dep. Fremantle 1115/6. "TRGMP"
to continue escort until p.m. 7 /2 , ETA "ATHENE" 
Port Phillip 1500/11.

(b) In Harbour;

Albany
Premantle

Geraldton 
Bxmouth Gulf 
Onslow

- Jarsliioa & Aux. - "VAN GALEN* "WALLAROO" "TRINITY"
- warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "JACOB VAN HEEMSKERK"

"T JERK SIDDES" "HORS“JAM" "PELIAS" "DUBBO" 
"EANIMBLA" "CHILDS"

- Warships & Aux. - "WHIPPOORWILL"
- Warships & Aux. - "PRESTON" "LARK" "HERON"
- Warships & Aux. - "WARRECO" "INVESSLL"

Merchant VesselsJ "KAETSOYCKER"

4 * EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/7:

(1) "KYBRA" en r out© Brisbane to Sj-dney ETA 0300/8.
(2) "YAMDRA" escorting Convoy PG33 ("S.JACOB" "BAN HONG LIONG"

"BUNDALEER"! departed Brisbane 1442/6. “ROCKHAMPTON" 
easorting Convoy PG33A {"GEORGS CHAFPEY* "C..V.PEALE" 
"TASMAN") was io depart Brisbane 2200/6,

(3) "MORESBY" "WAGGA" escorting Convoy C069 dep. Sidney 1729/6.
(4) "WANGANKLLa " (Hosoital Ship) dep. Syd'riey 134 l /s  for Fremantle.
(5) "MILDURA" "TOWNSVILLE" escorting Convoy 0C68 to Sydney and

Newcastle.

(b) In Harbour;

y
 Sydney - Warships &  Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" ^ARR AMXJNGA"

---- "ARUHTA" "HOVEY" "LE TRIOMPHANT"

“DOBBIN® "DELORAINE" "MIZAR5* "GTMPIE"
"ABRAHAM CR INS SEN" "GOLD STAR* "HERMITAGE" 
"SUMNER" "BUNGAREE" "YP.5G4*

(Repairing) "PORTLAND" "NSW ORLEANS'* "ALHENA" "BUNDABERG"
(In Reserve) "5‘ANOORA" "$SSTRALIA"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "SPRINGDALE" "DO0MBA*

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - THORNTON (AVD)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - MINNEAPOLIS (CA) ACHILLES (CL) LANDSDOWNE

MAEAN HOPKINS NICHOLAS LA VALETTE COKI SOUTHARD (DD) 
GAMBLE (DM) CURTISS MAEKINAC TANGIER (AV) BALLARD (AVD) 
DIXIE (AD) NIAGARA (PC) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AE) FRED.FUNSTAJ 
JOHN PENN W.P.BIDDLE (AP) ALDEBAEAN ALCHIBA TAGANAK

•
OBERON TITANIA ALGORAB (AK) ARCTIC (AP) WHIP STOCK (AO) 
NAVAJO (AT) PATHFINDER (AG) CONFLICT SKYLARK (AM) YP.290 
Y P .517 YP#518 KIWI (A/S Vessel)

(3) At Noumea - ZAUE TREVER MURPHY STRONG SMITH JENKINS
McCAWLEY (DD) PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGO NICE (AS) LASSEN (AE) 
WHITNEY (AD) FULLER (AP) KINGFISHER NEVILLE MERCURY 
ABTAR3S FOMALEAJ T CASTOR (AK) T5Y0N (APH) SONOMA (AT) 
SUAMICO (AO) ARD.2 YP.239

(4) At Suva - COPABEE (AOV) POCOMOKE (AV) ENGADINS (XAV) SHAW (DD)
MCKEAN (APD) CATALPA ROSEWOOD (Y3) KANKAKEE (AO) 
MENOMINEE (AT)
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(5) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN (PG) BOBOLINK (AM) LOCUST (YN)
WAN BANK [ YT) MATA I MOA KIWI TUI (A/S Vessels)
VIRSO (AM) MANLEY (APD) ORTOLAN (ASH) ER SEINE PHELPS (AD) 
STRATFORD (AP)

(6) At Vila - CIMARRON NESCHES (AO) S IGEL (AR) ROAMER BUTTERNUT(YN
PC.746 PC.477 PC.479 KITT2HAWK

(7) At Auckland - EGNOWAI (A.M.C) EBONY (YN) TALAMANGA (AR)
' MOUNT VERSOfi- (AP)

Refitting - LEAKDER (CL)
(8) At Wellington - GANSEVOOET LARDNER (DD) LIBRA (AK) PRES.ADAMS

PRES. JAYSON PRES,FAYES CRESCENT CITY (AP)
(9) At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (CL)

I I . NAVAL INCIDENTS

(1) Guadalcanal - Comsopac reports that observers state NMfe an
explosion was heard off the enemy held coastal positions 
during the night 4-5/2 while ensay destroyers were in the 
vicinity* As there was no motor torpedo boat nor air attack, 
coupled with the fact that a large oil slick was seen near 
Saw  Is , at daylight 5 /2 , 'Comsopac suggests that one of the 
destroyers hit a mine.

This would account for the third missing unit as 20 
destroyers set out from Faisi and only 17 returned. One was 
believed sunk by air attack at 1500/4 while at the same time 
a second was severely damaged ana was last seen retiring to 
N*W. burning.

(2) Buka Passage - The two vessels , reported yesterday as 2
medium cargo vessels Id miles SSW Buka Passage course N. at 
1600/5, were subsequently stated to be one 6-8000 ton cargo 
vessel and one 6-6000 ton tanker. The cargo vessel was 
attacked and one very near miss or possible hit was obtained 
on the bow.

(3) Tala.sea - The 50C ton cargo vessel sighted during tee morning
k/'c "and probably the same vessel again at 1510/5 as reported 
in yesterday1 s wEnemy Per cesM. The vessel was unsuccessfully 
bombed in the morning but in the afternoon 2 direct hits were 
scored and ~ha vessel sank in 3 minutes.

(4) Ambon - Prior to the attack by 8 Liberators on shipping at
Ambon at 115o/§, 5 merchant vessels (medium to 10.000 tons) 
were seen in Aaben Bay t none were seen in the inner harbour. 
A direct hit st&s scored on a 10,000 tonner which was left 
burning and near misses or possible hits were reported on 2 
medium-sized merchantmen.

About 10 Serofs intercepted the Liberators and five 
were destroyed while another was damaged. Ail our aircraft 
returned.

I H .  KNRHfS PFDBABLE HE XT MOVE

(1) Renewed offensive against Guadalcanal.
(2) Possible diversionary action from the Marshalls area.
(3) Consolidation Lae-Salamaua-Wewak area.
(4) Possible offensive against eastern New Guinea area

(Milne Bay).
(5) Consolidation Timor-Arafura sea-Dutch New Guinea

including possible atteraibt to occupy Merauke.

A Summary of Japanese Naval Losses for January 1943 is attached.

For A/DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .
G.H.Q,., S .W .P .A .

7/2 /43



A P P E H D I X

A.

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

S'OtfTBffEST PACIFIC AREA

Effective 

(!)  Allied Forces:

1. BLASTERS SECTION Non-effective

8tt Cruisers 

6tt Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

%

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

llers

AUSTRALIA

HOBART 
PHCEEIX

AROMA
7</ ARRAMIINGA
LE TP. IOMPHAF?
SELFRIDGS
PATTERSON
KEMLEY
eelm

SAL PH TALBOT
BAGLEY
MUGFORD
STUART
VSM)I£TTA
■JRAMFU3 )
PAYBACK )
GREENLING )
NAUTILUS )
HUTCH )
ALBACOHE
AMBERJACK
ARGONAUT
CATO
GROWLER
GROUPER
GtTAHDPISH
SNAPPER
STODFISH
TUNA
WAEOO
K.S
PULTON
DOBBIN
TULSA
HILO
VICTORIA 
BISS OP DALE 
AASE MAERSX

NEW ORLEANS 
PORTLAND

MANCORA ) 0 Resarve 
WE STEAL IA )' 0n neServe

At Brisban e

)

)
)
)
) On Patrol
\
I
)
}
}

At Sydney

KURUKBA

( i i ) Enemy Forces:

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Fleet (striking Fa* ce)
CinC 3rd Fleet ^Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
5-6 Battle shipB (BB) YAM AT 0

MFSASHT 
MUTS0 
NAG AT 0 
EARUNA 
KONGO

Aircraft Carrier (GV) ZUIFAKXJ
2-3 Converted A/C Carriers(XCV) ZUIHO

RAYATAKA
,  . . . .  . , , . . RITAKA (poss. Home Waters)
3 Auxiliary a / c Carriers (ACV) UNYO ) OTAKA

CHDYO ) F rryin&

(Truk-JaL uit-Bismarcks-Solomons)



rfective Non-effective

Heavy Cruisers (CA) 
^C.prob. 7 effective)

AT&GO MYOKO (prob.dam. 26/10
TAEAO MOGAMX (believed sunk
TONE 14/11)
HAGHI (poss. N .Pacific)
BAGtfRQ
CHCKAI
KITANO ) ,  Att~ afrtkA nn/i 
SOZUYA ) ^ama^ed ^9A

7 light cruisers (CL) TATSOTA
KINU

A OH A 
ISU2TJ 
EATORI
SASHIMA ' V  ■::i 
EIAGARA 
TENRYU 

- 01 
EITAGAMI

1 or 2 converted light cruisers 1XCL)
Approx 27 s ubmarines (SS)
Approx 40-45 destroyers (DD 
4 Seaplane Carriers (AV) CEZT0S3

A2IT 3XI3KIMA 
1I3SHIN 
EAMOX

$ Converted s/? Tenders (XAV)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 38CC tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chssers, MTB’ s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 366 shore-based aircraft incl. 138 F, 152 B, 22 f / b , 36 F/p, 

18 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

believed sunk 
14/11

CHIYODA (damaged 8 /ll  
poss, sunk)

WESTERN SECTION

6” Cruiser 
Flotilla Leader 
A.A. Ship
Armed Merchant Cruiser 
Destroyers

-1%.

S/P Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Submarines

(i) Allied Forces:

ADELAIDE
TROMP
VABf HEEMSKERK 
SAHI1BLA 
TSEEOL EIDDES 
V£H C&LEN

,
W. B. PRESTON 
CFILDS 
P2LB S
GRAYLING ) 
GHBHADIER ) 
GUDGEON 
THSFSHER 
TRCUT )
K.12 )
GAR ) 
TABEOR )
TATJI06 )
K .8 )

it;

) On Patrol 
)

At Fremantle

EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

(1) Allied F-orees

6 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or M I  area (see above)

(li)  Enemy Pbs^ceai

C's in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet 
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASEISARA
3 light cruisers (CL) KASHIII HATORI (damaged 2 l /l )

r:iiA
1 converted light cruiser (XCL)
Approx 18 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 submarines (SS)
1 Seep lane Carrier (AV) NCTOKO
1 Converted s/p Tender (XAV)
Approx 173 shore-based aircraft incl. 76 P, 57 B, 2 4 F/P, 16 transport a/c



. CENTRAL PACIFIC M A Effective Non-effective

Battleship

Converted a/c Carrier 
u 8“ Cruisers

Destroyers
Submarines

CinC 1st Fleet 
4-5 Battleships (B3)

(1) Allied Forces:

IDAEC
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA 
LQm  ISLAND

WEST VXRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

SALT LAKE CITY 
SAN FRANCISCO 
INDIANAPOLIS

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 - 8 “ Cruiser (CA)
2 light eruissrs (CL-J

15 (approx)
23 (approx)

(ii) Enexay Forces: (Saipan-Bonins-Formosa-Japan)

ISE
FlfSO
YAMA SHIRO 
HYirSA

ABUEUMA 
3EFDAI

1 4 Converted s/p Tenders (XAV)
^6  Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)

Approx 30 Destroyers and Gunboats (DD &, PG) 
Approx 27 submarines (SS)

SOUTHERN PACIFIC AREA

SHOKAKU
TIEUKA (damaged 26/10)

M

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a / g Carriers

8” Cruisers

6” Cruisers

5W Cruisers

Destroyers
J^Armed Merchant Cruisers

(1) Allied ForC0s:

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
NORTE CAROLINA
COLORADO
MARYLAND
MISSISSIPPI
new rm co  , 
ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA
NASSAU
ALTA®AHA
COPAHEB
CHE MIRK)
StTMHEB
3AN&AM0N
MINNEAPOLIS
WICHITA
CHICAGO
LOUISVILLE
HELENA
HONOLULU
ST.LOUIS
SASffittlLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
ACHILLES
SAN DI5G0
SAN JUAN
45 (aporox)
MONOWAi :
A SC ASIA

;'

IEASD ER

,*3

; s'



D. UORTHBIitN PACIFIC AREA Effective Mon-effective

%
6” Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

(i) Allied Porsea:

DETROIT
RAL3ISH

(ii) Enemy Farces? (N.Honshu-Kuriles-Aleutians)

CinC 5th Pleet
2 light cruisers (CL)

Approx 4 Destroyers (DD) 
Approx 7 Submarines (S3)

TAMA
KISO

S. SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

(i) Allied Forces:

6" Cruisers

% ISDIAN OCEAN AREA

CONCORD
TRBSTOR
RICHMOND -

(i) Allied Force a:

Battleship

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8* Cruisers

7»5h Cruisers

6" Cruisers

&S.R3PITE
RESOLUTION
MMILLIES
RCffAL SOVEREIGN
ILLUSTRIOUS
ALBATROSS
GSQHCIOS AVEROFF (Greek)
DEVONSHIRE
EAS3IB8
FROBISHER
MAURITIUS mWCABTLE
GAMBIA GIA SGOW
BIRMINGHAM EMERALD
ENTERPRISE DANAE ,
LIVERPOOL
DAONTIBSS
SRAGQN

%
Armed Mereban t Cruis era

A .A . Ship
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

%  Approx 3 subraarincs

CAPETOWN 
CERES 
CAL3D0 H 
CARABOC
SUMATRA (Dutch)
AUtUNIA 
CARTHAGE 
CORFU 
CEXTKAE, 
urn PORA
W GfiC g STB R SHIRE 

C AH, ISLE

(ii)  Enemy Forcas:



s*
MOST SECRET

DAILY APPKECIATION-MCIFIC &■ INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

8th ?ebruar:/J1943

I . DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

30UTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

! •  NOKTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 00/6 :

(1) "BENDIGO” escorting " JAPARA" from Oro Bay STA "JAPARA® Milne
Bay 1200/S ETA "BENDIGO” Townsville 0700/11 •

(2) "LATROBE" escorting **£ARTEHEONDT" departed Milne Say 1300/7
for Oro Bay ETA 1400/8,

(3) "MANUSDA" departed Milne Bay 1500/7  for Brisbane STA 0700/ll.
(4) "WHY&LLA" dep, Cairns 1620/5 for survqr ground Cape Nelson area.
(5) "COLAC" escorting Convoy TN33 ( "HENRY DEARBORN" "VAN SPILBERGEN")

dep, Townsville 1334/6 for Port Moresby ETA 1600/9,
(6) SC,744 towing 2 PT*s departed Brisbane 0915/5 ETA Townsville

p.m. 9 /2 ,
(7) SC,746 dep, Brisbane 1645/5 for Lady Elliot Island, To

return Brisbane,
(8) "TULSA" towing 4 PT's departed Brisbane 1015/7 ETA Cairns

0530/12.
(9) Convoy GP33 - "GOULBURN" S.O.Escort, Onarrival vicinity

Gladstone, WKARSIK" "HEEMSEERE" to proceed independent
ly. "KAPUHDA ' to return to Brisbane for boiler clean
ing. "30ULB0HN" to escort "MERKUR" "G.W.McCRARY" 
"MONTORO" "BI3H0PDALE" to Whitsunday Passage ETA 
1930/8 and "BOWEN" to escort "YUNNAN" "BALISPAPAN"
"YARRA" to Whitsunday Passage ETA 0530/9. *YUNNAK" 
for Townsville, "MEREUR" for Palm Island, "BISHOPDALE" 
for Darwin,

"BAGLEY" "HELM" escorting "THOMAS JEFFERSON" "ARCTURUS"
" J9SEPH T.DICKMAN". To. escort from Brisbane to 
Noumea, Were due 0600/8. "BAGLEY" "HELM" to return 
to Brisbane.

11 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

M ine Bay - Warships & Aux. - "EA700KBA" "HILO" 4 PP»s
" STELLA" "POLARIS"

Merchant Vessels? "STEPHEN J.FIELD" "BANTAM" and
approx 40 small craft.

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - "STUART" "PIR1E"
Merchant Vessels: "PORT MAR " "THE OP AN G LIVANOS* 

"ASPASIA BOM IE OS" "JASON LEE* approx 20 
small craft

Thursday Is . - Warships & Aux. - "CASTLEKAINE"
Cairns - Warshirs & Aux. - "SWAN* "PLATYPUS" & 13 PT»s

(2 refitting)
(Ref i t ting} "VENDETTA" "GLENEL®"

Townsville - Warships & Aux. - "BALLARAT" "POYANG" "VICTORIA"
2 PT s£

(Repairing) "BROOME"
Challenger Bay- Warships & Aux. - "PHOENIX" "MUGPORD* "RALPH

TALBOT" "AASE MABESK*
Dunk Island - Warships & Aux. - "HOBART" "PATTERSON" "SEI.PRIDGE" 
Maryborough - Warships & Aux. - "SCHUCA"
Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "3U3BU3Y* "PULTON" YMS.9

YMS.49 YMS.50 and 2 PT»s 
(Repairing) "LITHGOW" "K3MMBA" " 3-EELONG"

(c) Proposed Iviovements:

(1) "GOULBURK" to RV with "TAROQNA8 off Dent Island 1930/8 and
-  1 -

(10)

(11)



\
 escort to Brisbane. "BOSEN" to RV with "PGYANG"

"VICTORIA" off Dent Island 0630/9 and e scort to 
Brisbane#

(2) "ECHD'CA*! toderarfc Maryborough p.m. 8/2 for Gladstone ETA
0600/9.

(3) "BH0OS*n escorting Convoy TH34 ( " JANSSEK3" "VAN LEI BOSCH*')
to depart 'Townsville 130C/8 for Milne Bay ETA 
1 4 0 0 /U .

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Mew Georgia - At 0830/7 a cargo vessel was seen in Kula Gulf
befcw-sen New Georgia and Xolombangara Is. headed towards 
Kolombangara. This unit may be en route Vila Plantation.

(2) Guadalcanal - Another f*Tokyo Express” consisting probably of
19 destroyers departed Faisi at about noon 7 /2 . This force 
was reported again W. of Vella Lavella headed SSE and was 
attacked by Guadalcanal aircraft south of Rendova Island at 
1735/7 (see Naval Incidents),

(3) Short!ands - Attempts to carry out reconnaissance of Shortla nds
7/2 were unsuccessful owing to weather,

(4) Buka - a.m* 7/2 a large number of enemy aircraft were reported
heading south or 3E over Buka Passage.

(5) Cape St.George - The following enewy shipping was reported off
Cape St.George 7 /2  -

Is40/7 - one medium transport 10 miles S. Cape St.George 
course 380

1600/7 - 3 destroyers, 4 transports 45 miles EE Cape St, 
George course 320°,

In the latter sighting two smoke screens were being laid 
down by the destroyers,

(6) HE Hew Ireland Area - A« 0855/6 the following units were sighted
ISC miles" MS Kavieng course 210° speed 10 knots - 

1 heavy cruiser
1 destroyer
2 cargo vessels

These units were erroneously reported originally and were 
given yesterday (7/2) as 25 miles NNE Buka Passage.

(7) Talasea - Two 50* siotor barges were sighted at 0910/6 in
file beck Bay (W,coast Willaumez Peninsula). The barges were 
estimated to contain 75 men each and were strafed by a 
Liberator causing considerable casualties and setting one 
barge on fire .

(8) Finschhafen - It is reported 7 /2  that PInschhafen area Is occupiet
by1 not more than 800 Japanese with the H.Q. at Kakoko^ believed 
to be the Hospital near Finschhafen Mission. The report states 
that no attempt has been made to use Finschhafen aerodrome. 
Machine gun emplacements are located in the vicinity of 
Salamkaua (-J mile KE Finschhafen Mission) afaere natives report 
a 4 s* naval gun. Anothsr naval gun believed 4" is reported by 
natives to be at Malaofoa (i mil© SW Finschhafen Mission),

(®) Lae - Reconnaissance at 1300/7 reported 12 p&> bablf fighters and 
* T  twin-engined aircraft on Lae aerodrome all believed to be 

serviceable,
(10) Wau - The area west of Bulolo River is being cleared of Japanese,

otherwise activities are limited to patrols.
(11) Morobe - Nightly movement of barges Is reported to continue

from Arnoa (N.W. Morobe Barbour) to Dona (at the mouth «¥aria 
River).

(12) Opi River - An enemy party was reported g/2  to be moving down
5pi River.

NORTH W ESTEFJS AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 12 op/ss

(1) "WILCANHIA* escorting Convoy TP9 ( "AIDINGA” "FINGAL") dep.
Thursday Island 1945/4 for Earvd. n.

(2) 6 subamrines on oatrol.
J

(b) In Barbour:

Darwin - far ships & Aux. - "EALGOOHL H  "

-  2 -



(il) E M ?  FORCES

D&rwin - An er̂ exsy reconnaissance aircraft was sighted over 
ISIrwin 1007/7, Interception was unsuccessful.

3. SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/8:;

{1) "ATHENE” en route Fremantle to Melbourne ETA Melbourne 
1500/11. WTRCMP" returning Fremantle, after 
escort duty wl th "ATHENE".

(2) ”iH IPPOORWILL*1 departed Geraliton 0700/7 ETA Exmouth 
Gulf OBOO/S.

; - (b) In Harbour:

Albany
Fremantle

Exmouth Gulf 
Onslow

- Warships & Aux, - "VAN GALEN" ”WALLAR00"”TRI NITY”
- Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "JACOB VAN HEEMSKERK"

"ifJERK KIDDES” "HORSHAM” "PELIA3" "DtiBBO” 
"SAHIKELA" "CHILDS4

- Warships & Aux. - "PRESTON" "LARK" "ESKON"
- warships & Aux. - "WARHBOG* "INVSKELL"

Merchant Vessels: ”M AIT STOCKER”

(ii) ENEMY EQRCES2

An enemy submarine attacked TJ. S. S."HERON” off Exmoutb Gulf 
1845/7 (see Naval Incidents),

4* EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 00 /8 :

(1) "KXBRA" en route Brisbane to Sydney was due 0300/8.
(2) "YANDRA” escorting Convoy PG33 ("S . JACOB" 15BAN HONG LIOKG

"BUNDALEER") dep. ferisbaa e 1442/6•
(3) "ROCKHAMPTON" escorting Convoy PG33A ("GEORGE CHAFFEY”

"C.W. PEALE” nTA3MAN" " GEORGE MATTHEWS") departed
Brisbane 1440?7 ETA Newcastle 054C/9,Sydney 0940/9.

(4) "MORESBY-” " vVAGGA" escorting Convoy CQ69 dep. Sydney 1729/6.
(5) ®W AK GA SELLA" (Hospital Ship) dap. Sydney 1341/5 for Ere man tie
(6) "MILDURA” "TOWNSVILLE" escorting Convoy 0C68 to Sydney and 

Newcastle.

(b) In Harbour:

Sydney

(Repairing) 
(In Reserve)

Melbourne

Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA” *WARRAMUNG A" 
"AMNIA" "HOVEY" ”L3 TRIOMPHANT” "HENLEY” 
"DOBBIN" "DELOHAIKE” "MIZAR" "GYMPIE”
"ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN” ”G0LD STAR” "HERMITAGE" 
"SUM NEK” "BUHGAREE" YP.5D4
"PORTLAND" "NEW ORLEANS* "ALHENA" "BTODABERG" 
"MAN 00:iA ” "WESTRALIA " 

rarships St Aux. - "SPRINGDALE” ”DO0MBA"

(ii) BNEffiT FORCES

Gabo Island - An enemy submarine torpedoed "IRON KNIGHT” off 
feuro's Inlet shortly after midnight 7-8/2 (see Naval 
Incidents).

- S -



(1) ALLIED FORCES

B. SOUlV  PACIFIC AREA

i

. (1) At Vanikore - THORNTON (AVD)
(2) At Eepiritu Santc - MINNEAPOLIS (CA) ACHILLES (CL) LAN^SDOWNE

AKDEBSON FI CD; OLA S LA YALE3ETE CONY SOUTHARD (DD)
CURTISS MACKINAC TANGIER (AY) BALLARD (AVD) DIXIE (AD) 
NIAGARA (PG) IYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) FRED.FUNSTAN JOHN PENN 
W. P. BIDDLE (Air) SIRINGHAM .SANDS (AH)) JL DEBAR AN AL CHIBA 
TAQA5A& OSEROR ALGORAB CAHIHA (AE) ARCTIC (A?)

\ WEIPSTOCK PLATTE NEOSHO (AO) IAVAJO (AT) CONFLICT (AM)
\ TF• 290 YP.517 YP.518 KIWI (A/S Vessel)

(3) At \3Slounea - "2ANE TREVES MURPHY STRONG SMITE JENKINS
I Kc CAWLEY (DD) PROMETHEUS (AR) AHGONSE U S ) LASSEK (AE)
V IHITNEY (AD) FDLLSR (AP) KINGFISHER NEVILLE MERCURY 

ANTAEES FOMALHAUT CASTOR (AK) TKYCK (AP H) SONOMA (AT) 
S1JAKIC0 (AO) ARB.2 YP.239

(4) At Suva - POCOMOKE {AV) SHAW (DD) McSCEAN (APD) CATALPA
ROSEWOOD (YN) KANKAKEE (AO) ADROIT (AM) MENOMINEE (AT)

(5) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN (PG) BOBOLINK (AM) LOCUST (YN)
WAIDHHK (YT) MATAI MOA KIWI TOT (A/S Vessels)
VIREO (AM) MAULEY (APD) ORTOLAN <ASR) ERSKINE PEELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP)

(6) At Vila - CIMARRON HESCBES (AO) RIGEL (AR) RGAJfER BUTTERNUT (YN
PC,746 PC.477 PC,479 KITTYHAMK

(7) At Auckland - MONOWAI (A .11. C) EBONY (YN) TALAMANCA (AR)
MOUNT VERNON (A?)

Refitting - IEANDES (CL)
(8) At Wellington - GAKi5EVOORT LARDNER (DD) LIBRA (AS) PRES.ADAMS

PRES.JACKSON PRES.BAYES CRESCENT CITY <AP)
(9) At Papeete - CH35VREUTL (CL)

(ii) EH3KY FORCES

(1) Vanikoro - An unidentified aircraft was over Vanikoro at
101 c/6 and at 1025/c four unidentified, aircraft were 
seen again.

(2) lis.uru - 9 unidentified aircraft were seen on the runw£'«r 7 /2
and 2 ?.ero ‘s airborne.

x

A

I I .  NAVAL INCIDENTS

(1) Finschhafen - A 500 ton camouflaged vessel o ff  Finschhafen
(reported under Enemy Forgoes yesterday 7/ 2 ) was attacked by 
a Liberator at 073E/5. The ship bur3t into flames and was 
still burning #ien the aircraft returned at 1145/6 at which 
time she appeared completely destroyed and grounded.

(2) Open Bay - A 500 ton 3as ouflaged cargo ship off Tagada (reported
under Enemy Forces yesterday 7/ 2 ) was attacked at 1027/6 by 
the sane Liberator that destroyed the ship off Finschhafen. 
Photographs show a damaging near miss and another aircraft 
over the area an hour later saw no sign of the ship.

(3) Guadalcanal - The ”Tokyo Express'* consisting probably of 19
"destroyers, which departed Falsi at about noon 7/2 was 
attacked by 15 Dauntless dive-bombers, escorted by 20 fighters, 
atl735/7 20 miles S. of Rendova Is. Hits are reported on two 
destroyers. 15 Zerofs accompanied the convoy and 2 were shot 
down plus one probably. All our aircraft returned.

A second air strike was canoS.led owing to weather.
At about 0300/b, 3 or 4 ships were believed to be

10 miles NW Cape Esperance. 
v<4) Gabo Island - The British freighter IRON KNIGHT’’ (4,800 tons) 

is reported to have been torpedoed in position 363o5’ S, 
loD 3 8 *E (approx £5 miles E . of Turos Inlet) shortly before 
0230/8. "IRON KNIGHT1*, carrying ironstone for Newcastle 
from Melbourne, was in convoy 0C68 (3 ships for Port Ksjafela,
2 for Sidney and 5 for Ke«fcastle)‘ escorted by HMASnMILDURA” 
and ’’TOWNSVILLE*’ . H.2.A.S."MILDURA” first reported s itt in g  
rockets followed by £ heavy explosions and large fires and



at 0340/8 reported that "IKON KMIGHT” had been 
torpedoed. Immediate search proved negative and 
"MILDURA" intended to return at daylight to the scene 
of the action to search for survivors.

This Is the first a ttack by enemy submarine in 
this area since "PETER B,BURNETT" was torpedoed 22 /l/43  
about 420 miles E. of Sydney,

(5) Exmouth Gulf - TJ.S.S."HERON" reported being attacked by 
submarine" in position 26o00*S, 112053 ’E Tl3 miles off 
W,coast Dirk Hartog Is .)  at 184&/7. Torpedoes passed 
ahead of "HERON" which & ropped four depth charges in 
the estimated position of the submarine and then pro
ceeded on her course.

m .  E E . r S  PROBABLE KE3BT MOVE

(1) Renewed offensive against Guadalcanal.

(2) Possible diversionary action from the
Marshalls area.

(3) Consolidation Lae-Salamaua-Wewak area.

(4) Possible offensive against eastern New
Guinea area (Milne Bay),

(5) Consolidation Timor-Arafura Sea-Dutch New
Guinea including possible attempt to 
occupy Merauke,

For A/DIRECTOR C . C. I . C 
S.W.P.A.

8 /2 /43



3> A^i

A P P E N D I X

3)Ajj^J  A PPftBCIATIQN - PACIFIC fe I M  OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

A. SOUTIMEffr PACIFIC AREA

1. EASTERN SECTION Effective

*

8 ” Cruisers

8” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

( i ) Allied Forces:

AUSTRALIA

HOBAK?
PHOENIX

Ion-effective

NEW ORLEANS 
PORTLAND

MAN0ORA ) „
WE STEAL IA )0n Heserve

i
Submarines

)

Submarine Tender 
%^LDestroyer Tender 

^Gunboats

Oilers

ARUNTA 
WAHEAMUNSA 
LE TRIOMPEART 
SELFRIDG®
PAT TEH: SOI
HENLEY
HELM
RALPH TALBOT 
BAGLEY 

MUGFOPvT 
STUART
VENDETTA 
ORAM FITS )
GRAYBACK )
GHESELING ) fit Brisbse 
NAUTILUS 
TRITON 
AMBER JACK 
ALBAO-SRE 
ARGONAUT 
GATO 
GROWLS?
OSOTBSR 
GUARDFISE 
SNAPPER 
SWORDFISH 
TUNA
nm  oo
K.9
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO
VICTORIA 
BISKOPDALE 

AASE XMSRSK

)
)
)
)
)
))

On Patrol

At Sydney

KURUMB^

(ii) Ene my Forces:
CinC Combined Fleet
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force)
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
5-6 Battleships (BB)

(Tr uk-Ja lui t-Bi snaa rcks-Solomon s |

**

YAMATO 
MUSASET 

MUTSU 
NAGATO 

HARU2A 
KONGO

Aircraft Carrier (CV) ZITIEAEU
2-3 Converted &/c Carriers(XCV) ZUIHO

BAY&TAKA
HITAKA (poss. Home Waters)

3 Auxiliary A/C Carriers (ACV) UNYO )
CHOYO ) p®rryiag OTABA



Heavy
(pi1

V
0*0*

Effective Hon-effeet.iv©

Risers (CA)
7 effective)

1 damaged 19/l

7 light cruisers (CL)

1 or 2 converted light cruisers 
Approx 27 submarines (S3)
Approx 4C-45 destroyers (DD)
4 Seaplane Carriers (A?)

ATAGO 
TAMO 
TONE
SACEX (poss. N.Pacific)
SAG UR 0 
CHOKAI 
EUKANO J 
5UZUYA )
AO BA
ISUZU TATSUTA
SATOBI KIFU
KASHIMA 
SAGARA 
TENRYU 
01
SITASAMI
(XCL)

1SY0K0 (prob, 4&m .26/l0) 
MOGAMI (believed sunk 

14/11)

believed
14/ll

sunk

CBIYODA (darnged 8 /ll  
poss, sunk)

i

CEITOSS 
AKPTSU3H1MA 
JTISSUIN 
SAMOI

9 Converted s/P Traders (XAV)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB*s, Gunboats,' Patrol Craft 
Approx 346 shore-based aircraft inel» 121 F, 149 B, 22 F/B, 36 F/P, 

18 Obsn, or transport aircraft.

2. WESTERN SECTION

6” Cruiser 
Flotilla Leader 
A,A, Ship
Ariaed Merchant Cruiser 
Destroyers

S /p Tenders

Submar ine Tender 
Submarines

(i) Allied Forcesi

ADELAIDE
TROMP
VAN HESaSKERK 
KAICEMBIA 
TJE1K HIDDES 
VAN GAL EM 
HER OK
if, B. PRESTON 
CHILDS 
PELIAS
GRAYLING 
GRENADIER 
GUDGEON 
THRESHER 
TROUT

On Patrol

K.12
GAR
TAMBCIR
TAUTOG
J..3

)

At Fremantle

3 . EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

(i) Allied For oas t 

6 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see above)

^  (ii) Enemy Forces;

C 's  in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet 
f t l  heavy cruiser (CA) ASHIGARA ,
W 3 light cruisers (CL) KASHI I  NATORI (damaged 21/1)

*; XUMA
1 converted light cruiser (XCL)
Approx 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines 'SS)
1 seaplane Carrier (AV) NOTOKO
1 Converted S/P Tender (XAV) . /
Apj>rox 168 shore-based a/e inol. 71 F, 67 B, 24 p/ p, B  transport a/fc .
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B« CgjgTgJj i'AC I.PIC At-IEA Effective Non-effective

(!) Allied Forces i

Battleships TTiATffl
PENN SYLVANIA

•
NEVADA

Converted A/C Carrier LOKG ISLAD
Cruisers

Destroyers
Submarines

CinC 1st Fleet 
4-5 Battleships (BB)

IE (approx)
23 (approx)

( i i ) Enemy Forcest (Saipan-

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV) 
1 - 8'* Cruiser (CA) 

light cruisers (CL)

I3E
FUSO
YAKASHIHO
HYSTGA

ABUKUMA
SE3DAI

4 Converted s/p Tenders (XAV)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers and Gunboats (DD & PG)
Approx 27 Submarines (SS)

C, SOUTHERN PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary A/C Carriers

8" Cruisers

6" Cruisers

5" Cruisers

Destroyers
Armed Merchant Cruisers

(i) Allied Forces;

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
FORTH CAROLINA
COLORADO
MAH’MLASD
MISSISSIPPI

raw Mexico
ENTERPRISE 
SARATOGA 
NASSAU 
ALT A M  HA 
CCPAHEE 
CFENANGO 
SOW AE NEE 
SANGAMON 
MINNEAPOLIS 
LOUISVILLE 
WICHITA 
CHICAGO 
HELENA 

HONOLULU 
ST.LOUIS 
FA SEVILLE 
COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MONTPELLIER 
ACHILLES 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN JUAN 
45 (approx) 
H3N0VEAI 
A SCANIA

- 3

#E3T VIRGINIA 
CALIFORHIA 
TENNESSEE

SALT IA KE CITY 
SAN FRANCISCO 
INDIANAPOLIS

Bonins-Formosa-Japan)

SHOKAKU
TUCUMA (damaged 26/10)

LEM DER



MOST SECRET

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC fr I M M  OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

9th February, 1945

x. d i ^ o s it io n ^ a^ i ^ d^ ^ ^ nsi^ ^ av^^^jiowces

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/9:

(1) "WHYALLA" departed Milne Bay 1626/8 for survey ground
Cape kelson area.

(2) "KATOOKBA" escorting "STEPHEN J.FIELD" v*as to depart
Milne Bay 0600/9, To escort to vicinity Port 
Moresby/ "KATOOMEA" to return to Milne Bay.
"STEPHEN J,FIELD” to proceed Cairns.

(3) "PIRI3* departed Port Moresby 1903/s to 3V with "WILLIS VAN
DEVENTER" at Stephen Island and escort to Port 
Moresby ETA Stephen Island lSOO/9, Port Moresby
1700A 0. ,

(4) "STUART" escorting "CANBERRA" departed Port Moresby 1917/7
for Townsville ETA 20Q0/9.

(5) "BENDIGO" en route Oro Bay to Townsville ETA 0700/11.
(6) "MANUHDA* departed M ine  Bay 1500/7 for Brisbane ETA 0700/11.
(7) “BOWEN" was to RV with Convoy TS14 ("POYANG" "VICTORIA") off

Dent Island 063G/9 and escort to Brisbane,
(8) "GOULBURN" escorting "TAfsOONA" from RV off Dent Island to

Brisbane,
(9) "ECHUCA" was due Gladstone fron Maryborough 060C/9,

(10) "COLAC" escorting Convoy TK53 '"HENRY DEARBORN" "VAN SPIL^SRGEN")
dep, Townsville 1334/6 for Port Moresby ETA 1600/9,

(11) "BROOME" escorting Convoy TN54. ("JANSSENS" "VAN D EN BOSCH")
dep. Townsvilie 1216/8 for Milne Bay ETA 1400/11,

(12) "YUNNAN" en route Townsvillej *MERRUF." en route Palm Island
having been escorted to hitsunday Passage in 
Convoy GP33.

(1 3 ) "VENDETTA" to RV with "BISHOPDALE" off Pitzroy Island 9/2
and escort to Darwin,

(14) SC.744 towing 2 PT’ s departed Brisbane 0915/5 ETA Townsville
1400/9,

(15) "TULSA" towins 4 PT*s departed Brisbane 1015/7 ETA Cairns
0530/12,

(16) "BAGLEY" "HELM" en route Noumea to Brisbane,
(17) 11 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. - "LATROBE"
Merchant Vessels : "fflfAOTBNHOHDT"

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "BILO* 4 PT’ s "STELLA"
"POLARIS"

Merchant Vessels? "BANTAM"
"JAPARA"1, and approx 40 smaxi cx-aft 

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux.
Merchant Vessels? "FCR TJfeR* "THEOFANO LIVANOS"

"ASPASIA NOHIKOS" " JASON LEE" approx 20 
small craft

Thursday Is . - Warships 8c Aux. - "CASTLEMAINE"
Cairns - Warships & Aux. - "SWAN* "PLATYPUS" & 13 PT’s

(2 refitting)
(Refitting) "SEHELG"

Townsville - Warships & Aux. - "BALLARAT" 2 PT’ s 
(Repairf. ng) "BROOME"

Challenger Bay- Warships & Aux* - "PHOENIX'* "MUGFORD" "RALPH
TALBOT" "AASE MAERSK"

Dunk Island - Warships & Aux. - "HOBARTw "PATTERSON" "SELFRIDGE"



Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "BUNBUPOfn "PDLTOIT *’KA?UNDA"
3C.746 YMS.9 YUS.49 YMS.SO & 2 PT's 

(Heoairing) "LITHGOff" BKURUMBAtt ttGEELONGn

(c) Proposed Movements?

(1) "JATOOKBA" escorting "BANTAM” to depart Milne Bay 1300/l0 
for Oro Bay.

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Buin-F&isi - At 0730/s an allied  aircraft reported sighting
"17  ships including cargo vessels, destroyers and other 

warships in the Buin-Tcnolei area. At the same time 17 
destroyers were observed approaching Shortland I s . ,  thus 
making a minimus total of 34 vessels in the area a.m. 8 /2 ,

(2) Guadalcanal - "Tokyo Express'* night 7 /8 .
After being attacked south of Rendeva Is. at 1735/7 the 
enemy convoy of 19 destroyers pa> ceeded towards Guadalcanal. 
Gomsopac suggests that some of the vessels possibly called 
at the iiussell Islands whilst the remainder made for the 
Gape Esperance area. Aircraft observed 3 or 4 vessels N.W. 
of the Gape at 0S00/8 an420 barges were seen off *he Gape 
at 0710/8.

At 0730/8 six destroyers entered Paisi Earbour and 
the remaining 13 were observed 10 miles E. of Paisi about 
an hour later. Two of the vessels were proceeding at a 
reduced speed*

(3) Nuguria Is . - At 0800/S an enemy tanker was observed 155 miles
"Mils of iiuguria Is . course 320*% speed 15 knots, aoparently 
empty*

14) Kolombang&ra Is. - An enemy vessel was reported at 0910/7 to 
T>e approaching Vila Plantation,

(5) Veila Layella - On th© evening of 7/2 and early morning 8/&
" several enemy aircraft were observed passing over Mundi 

Mundi on a northerly course.
(6} wan - Allied activity in the area mainly limited to patrols.

wandumi village was reported clear of th© enemy on afternoon 
of 7 /2 .

(7) Morobe - Evidence of intense activity in this area on s /2 .
»  buildings seen and a possible landing strip under 
construction.

(8) Coral Sea - At Q92o/8 aircraft reported sighting a submarine
approx 135 miles 33W of Milne lay. Graded C .3 .

Caoe York - Aurukun Mission {160 miles 33$ of Cape York) 
reported an unidentified aircraft flying high at 1225/S. 
course BSE. '

NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORGES 

<a ) At Sea to li3Qo/9g

(1) "WILGANNIA" escorting Convoy TP9 ("ALDIHGA" "FINGAL") dep.
-Thursday Island 1^45/4"for Darwi n.

\2) KALG00RL2EH escorting ttTHLAGI” “BABIHDA” departed Darwin 
, . 0912/8 for Thursday Island ETA 193oA2.
13) 6 submarines on patrol,

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

j Heraujge - At; 1057/8 an a ir raid was reported in progress. 
All clear given at 1120/3,

'2) Aro-3 Is . - A B .24 reported obser^ag at 1324/7 a 3 ,000 ton 
vessel off a small island south of Oedjir Is . (10 miles 
If. of Dobo).

Broome - At 0930/8 an allied aircraft sighted a Type 97 m/ b 
approx 270 miles WNW of Broome, course 210°,



(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1

. S3UTH WESTERN AREA

(1) "WHIPPOORWILL” departed Geraldton 0700/7. Was due
Exmouth Gulf 0800/9.

(2) "TJERK HIDDES" Sep. Premantle 0630/8 to assist in search
for submarine which, a ttacked "HERQff" Dirk Hartog 
Island area.

(3) "WANGANELLAM en route Sydney to Fremantle.

(b) In Harbour;

Albany - —  Warships & Aux. - "7AM GALEN” "WALLAROO" "TRINITY* 
Fremantle - War ships & Aux. - ^ADELAIDE8 r JACOB VAN HEEMSHE RK*

"KORSHAM" ” PEL IA 3" "DUBBO" ”KANIMBLA” "CHILDS” 
Geraldton - Warships & Aux* - "HERON”
Exmouth Gulf - Warships t  Aux. - “ PRESTON" "LARK"
Onslow - varships & Aux. - "WA3REG0” "lEVERELL”

iter chant Vessels: "iSASTSTJYCXEE"

EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Qp/9t

(1} "ROCKHAMPTON" escorting Conv&y PG33A ("GEORGE CHAFFEY"
C.W.FEALE” “TASMAN" GEORGE MATTHBfS") departed 
Brisbane 1440/ 7 , was due Newcastle 0540/9,
Sydney 0940/9.

(2) "DOOMBA" escorting Convoy 0C69 departed Port Phillip 2238/8
for RV in Wilson's Promontory area vi th "MORESBY"
"WAGGAescorting Convoy C069.

(3) "LE TRIOKPHANT" »as due Sydney 0600./9, "WARRAMUNGA" due
Sydney 0745/9 after search for survivors of 
"IRON ENIGHT*.

(4) “ATHENE" en route Premantle to Melbourne ETA 1500 /ll .
(5) "MILDURA" "TOWNSVILLE” escorting Convoy 0C68 to Sydney

and Newcastle*

(b ) In Harbour j

Sydney - Warships & Aux, - "AUSTRALIA*1 "ARUNTA" "HOVEY”
"HENLE7" "DOBBIN" wDELORADIE" "MIZAR" "GYMPIE" 
"XYBRA” B YANDHA" ‘’ABRAHAM CRYNSSEH” "GOLD STAR" 
"KEPMITAGE" "SUMMER" " BUNGAREE” YP, 504 

(Repairing) "PORTLAND" "NEW ORLEANS” n&> HENA" "BUNDABERG" 
(In Reserve) ”g ANGORA" "WESTRALIA"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "SPRINGDALE"
(Refitting) "WAR MAM BOOL *

(c ) Proposed Movements:

(1) "ROCKHAMPTON" "YANDRA", to escort Cenvoy CO70 departing
Newcastle 10/2 . " YANDRA”” tc sal 1 To*r Newcastle 
to take over convoy off Ncbby Head at IlOO/lO. 
"ROCKHAMPTON" to sail with Sydney section p.m.
10/2 and join main convoy off Sidney. *

(2) "LE TRIOMPHANT" escorting "HERMITAGE" to vicinity of 159°E
to depart Sydney OSOO/lO. ”LE TfS GMPHANT" to return 
to Sydney.

(3) "TOWNSVILLE" "ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN" escorting Convey GP34 to
depart Sydney lOOO/lO.

(4) "GYMPIE” escorting Gcnvoy a n  ( "&VPOOMBA" "WANAEA") to depart
Sydney 1100/lo for Townsville. "GYMPIE” to return' 
Brisbane for working up.



UTB PACIFIC ARBA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - THORNTON (AVI))
(2) At E»pla?itu Santo - MIMSatPOLlA (CA) AOIHLLSS (CL) LANDSDOWNE

ANDERSOK NICHOLAS LA 7ALETTE CONf SOUTHARD (DD)
CURTISS MACKINAC T&FGI33 (AV) BALLARD (AVD) DIXIE (DD) 
NIAGARA (PG) PYRO (AS) ¥3STAL (A3) F RED * FUN3TAI'T JOHN PENN 
W.P.BIDELE (AP) STRIEfGHAM (APD) ALD2BARAN ALCHI3A 
TAGASAK OBERON ALGORAB GARINA (AS) ARCTIC (AF)
WHIPSTTOGK PLATTE NEOSHO (AD) NAVAJO (AT) CONFLICT (AM)
T P .290 YP*517 YP.516 KIWI (a/ s Teasel)

(3) At Noumea - ZANE TREVER MURPHY STRONG SMITH JENKINS
HcCAWLEY (DD) PROMETHEUS {Aft) ARGOBHE (AS) LASSEN (AE) 
WHITNEY (AD) FULLER (A?) KINGFISHER NEVILLE MEKCUfiY 
ANTARES FOMALHAUT CASTOR (AK) TRT0N (AFH) SONOMA (AT) 
SUAMICO (AO) ARD, 2 YP.259

(4) At Suva - PDCOMOKE (AV) SHAW [DD) McKEAH (APD) CATALPA
ROSEWOOD (YN) KANKAKEE (AO) ADROIT (AM) HENOMINEE (AT)

(5) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOSN {m} 30BDLINK (AMI LOCUST (YN)
vTAKDANK (YT) MATA I MOA KIWI TUI {A/S Vessels)
VIREO (AM) MAULEY (ABB) ORTOLAN (ASH) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP)

(6) At Vila - CIMARRON NESCHES (AO) -EIGEL tAR) ROAMER 3UTTERKUT (YN)
PG*746 PC.477 PC.47k KITTYHAWS

(7) At Auckland - MGNO&AI (A.M.C) EBOXY (YHj TALAMANCA (AR)
MOUNT VERNON (AP)

Refittins - LEANDSR (CL)
(8) At Wellington - GANSEVOORT LAEDNSR (DD) LIBRA (AK) PRES,ADAMS

PHES, JAG550N PRES. HA ̂ S  CRESCENT CITY JAP)
(9) At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (CL) >.

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

H a w u l a ,  - Aerial recce 8 /2  reveals landing strip at aerodrome 
'$ooO x 105 feet and 24 A ,A , positions. A possible seaplane 
base is also shown and a shipping dock capable of acccraiaodating 
vessels up bo 6,000 tons.

ii .

(1) nLE TRIOMPEANT51 & "WARRAMUNGAif departed Sych e y morning 8/2
to search, for survivors of "IRON KNIGHT” torpedoed and sunk 
25 miles off Turos Inlet shortly before 0230/0. The vessel 
sank in 2 minutes. WLE reported picking up 14
men. Survivors believe# that the rest of the c omplsment 
were lost th the ship. The total ccmblement was believed 
to be 50. "WARRAMUNGA” & TRIOMFEAKT” were ordered to 
continue che search until dark. "WAKRAMtJNGA” reported at 
23lo/3 that she had no survivors on board, "WARRAMJNGA " &

S ’*LE T3IGMEKA}vT,f were to return to Sydney early morning 9 /l .
f  (2) Guadalcanal - The Commanding General, Guadalcanal, reports 

m at enemy resistance Is weakening on the Island thus 
indicating that the last swo '’Tokyo Expresses51 ha-y© been 
engaged in evacuating part of bhe Japanese forces*

Support is lent to Mils suggestion by the sighting 
of empty barges floating off Cape Esparanee,

- 4 -



I I I .  ENEMY'S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Renewed offensive against Guadalcanal.

(2) Possible diversionarj action from the
Marshalls area.

(3) Consolidation Lae-Salamaua-Wewak area.

(4) Possible offensive against eastern Hew
Guinea area (Milne Bay).

(5) Consolidation Timor-Arafura Sea-Butch
Hen Guinea including possible attempt 
to occupy Merauke,

For A /d IREC TOR C. 0 . 1 .
g . b . q . ,  s.mr.p.A.

9/ 2/43



A P P E N D I X

DAILY APPRECIATION - PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

J^TW/ISST PACIFIC AREA 

'ASTERN SECTION

8” Cruisers 

6" Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Oilers

Effective

(i) Allied Forcesi

AUSTRALIA

HOBART
PHOENIX

ARUNTA'
WARRAMUEGA 
LE TRIOMPHAKT 
SELFRIDGE 
PATTERSON 
HELM
RALPH TALBOT 
3AGLEY 
MUGFORB 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
GRAMPUS 
GRAYBACE 
GHEENLING 
NAUTILUS 
TRITON 
ALBACORE 
AMBER JACK 
ARGONAUT 
GATO 
GROWLER
3 HO 13 PER 
GUARDFISH 
SNAPPER 
SWORDFISH 
TUNA 
WAIIOO

FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO

VICTORIA 
BISHGPDALE 
AASE MAERSK

Non-effective

NEW ORLEANS 
PORTLAND

MANOORA ) Rjoei-™  
^ESTRALIA ) 0n Heserve

HENLEY

At Brisbane

On Patrol

At Sydney

KURIjMBA

CinC Combined F l . .t  (11) <T*uk-Jauit-Biam»rekS-Solo.«mS:

CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force)
CinC 3rd F3e et (Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6th fleet (Submarines)
5-6 Battleships (BB) YAMATO

MUSASHI 
MUTSU 
NAG A TO 
HARUNA 
KONGO

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV) ZUIKAKU
2-3 Converted A/C Carriers(XCV)HAYATAKA

ZUIHO
HITAKA (poss. Home Waters)

3 Auxiliary A/c Carriers (ACV) UNYO ) .
nmrrn ) retrying OTAEAi

- 1  -



Effective Hon-effective

esivy Cruisers (CA) 
V p ro b . 7 effective)

7 light cruisers (CL)

AT AGO 
TAKAO 
T3HS
NACEI (posa.
HA OUR 0 
CEOKAI
XUMANO ) _ . , 
OTZtJYA ) 1 dar,iaged 
A OB A

&1YQKO (prob. dam.26/l0) 
KOGAMI (believed sunk 

14/11)
. Pacific)

ISUZU 
KATORI 
EASHXMA 
fc'AGARA
TEHRYU 
01
5ITA0AMI

1 or 2 converted light cruisers (XCL) 
Approx 27 submarines (SS)
Approx 40-45 destroyers (DP)
4 Seaplane Carriers (AY)

TATSUTA ) believed sunk 
K IM  ) 14/11

CEIYODA (damaged e /ll 
poss* sunk)

CEITGSE 
AKITSU5HIHA 
RISSFIN 
KAM O I

9 Converted s/P Tenders (XAV)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB’ s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 324 ahore-ba3ed aircraft inel. 117 F, 131 B, 22 P/B, 36 F/P, 

18 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

WESTERN SECTION

6 ” Cruiser 
Flotilla Leader 
A.A. Ship
Araed Merchant Cruiser 
Destroyers

S/p Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Submarines

( i ) Allied Forces:

ADELAIDE
TROUP
YAM BEEMSKERK

TJEF:K HIDDES 
VAN GALEi? 
HERQS
A’. B. PRESTON 
CI'ILDS 
PELIAS 
GRAYLING 
GREKADIER 
GUDGEON 
THRESHER 

TROUT 
K.12 
GAR
TAME OB 
TAUIGG 
K.8

On Patrol

At Fremantle

EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

( i ) Allied Forces;

6 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see above)

(ii) Enemy Foreas:

C*s in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet
1 heavy cruiser (CA)
3 light cruisers (CL) NATORI (damaged 2l/l)

ASHICARA 
KA3HII 
KIMA -

1 converted light cruiser (XDL)
Approx 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (AV) NOTORD
1 Converted S/P Tender (XAV)
Approx 187 shore-based a/c incl. 71 F, 56 B, 2 4 p/p, 16 transport a/c*
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'ENTRAL PACIFIC AREA Effective

*
atileships

Converted A/0 Carrier 
8 ” Cruisers

(i) Allied Forcesi 

IDAHO
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA 
LONG ISLAND

Destroyers
Submarines

CinC la t Fleet
4-5 Battleships (BB)

15 (approx.)
23 (approx)

(ii) Enemy Forces: (Saipan-

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 - 8” Cruiser (CA)
2 li.:ht cruisers (CL)

ISE
FUSO

msBHiao
I-niJGA

ABUKDMA
SENDAI

4 Converted s/ p Tenders (XAV)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers and Gunboats (DD & PG) 
Approx 27 Submarines (S^

SOUTHERN PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrl ers 

Auxiliary A/c Carriers

8W Cruisers

6n Cruisers

5h Cruisers

Destroy rs
Armsd Merchant Cruisers

(i) Allied Forces;

INDIANA 
WASHINGTON 
NORTH CAROLINA 
MARYLAND 
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
ENTERPRISE 
SARATOGA 
NASSAU 
ALTAKA ¥A 
C0PAHE3 
CHENANGO 
SUWANNEE 
SANGAMON 
MINNEAPOLIS 
LOUISVILLE 
WICHITA 
CHICAGO 
HEEE5TA 
HONOLULU 
ST.LOUIS 
NASHVILLE 
COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MONTPELLIER 
ACHILLES 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN JUAN 

45 (approx^ 
MONO.AI 
A SCANIA

Non-effective

WEST VIRGINIA 
C& IFORNIA 
TENNESSEE

SIL T IAKE CITY 
SAN FRANCISCO 
INDIANAPOLIS

Bonins-Formosa-Japan)

SHOKAKU
TIKUMA (damaged 26/10)

LEANDER



NORTHERN ^CIKTC AREA Effective Non-effective

6n Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

CinC 5th Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL)

(i) Allied Forcesi

DETROIT
3ALP.IG3

(ii) Enemy Forcgag {N.Honahu-Kurlies-Aleutians)

Approx 4 Destroyers (12D) 
Approx 7 Submarines (3S)

TAMA
KI30

SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

(i) Allied Forces:

6“ Cruisers
/

INBIAB OCEAX AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 ” Cruisers

7,5'' Cruisers

6 ” Cruisers

CONCORD
TRENTON
RICEJCOHE

(i) Allied Forces:

WARSPITE
RESOLUTION
RAKILLISS
ROYAL SOVEREIGN
ILLUSTRIOUS
ALBATROSS
GEORG103 AVEROFF (Greek) 
DEVONSHIRE

Armed lie .reliant Cruisers

A .A , Ship
Approx £7 Destroyers 
Approx S Submarines

Approx 3 Submarines

HAWOH3 
FROBISHER 
GAMBIA 
MAURITIUS 
BIRHI^OEAM 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
DAF3TLESS 
DttAGOB 
DUR3AN 
CA Pi? 3,-0 
CERES 

CALEDOK 
CARADOG
SUMATRA (Dutch) 

ALAUWIA 
CARTHAGE 
CORFU 
CHITRAL 
RANPUHA. 
WORCESTERSHIRE 
CAI&t3L&

KEWCASELE
BLASGOW
EMERALD
DANAE

(ii ) Enemy Forces;
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MOST SECRET

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OGEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

10th. February, 1943

I . DISPOSITIONS ALL IBP ENEMY N (WAL FOkOES

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AR5A

1. NORTH EASTERS’ AREA

{i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/l0t

n  ) *!HTAX£A* "STELLA” "POLARIS" on survey duty.
{2} * P IRIS ''1 escorting WILL IS VAN 3EVMTER* from Stephen Is . 

to Port Moresby ETA 1700/10.
(3) "1ABTJNDA" departed Milne Bay 1300/7 for Brisbane ETA 0700/11*
(4) "BENDIGO" was to HI with ^STEPHEN J.FIELD" in position

14°15 ’S, 1 48 °llfE at 0700/10 and escort to Cairns. 
"BENDIGO11 to proceed Townsville. "KATOOMBA" was 
due Milne Bay 0230/l0 after escort dity with 
wSTEPHEN J.FIELD".

(5} "BOWES" escorting Convoy T314 ("POYANG" "VICTORIA"-) from 
Dent Island to Brisbane,

- (6 ) "GOULBURN" escorting "TAKOGSA" from RV off Dent Island to
Brisbane.

(7) "VENDETTA” dep* Calm 3 1800./9 to RV with "BISBDPDALE" off 
Fitzrov Is. "CASTLEMAINE" to provide additional 
escort"from Thursday Island ETB "VENDETTA8"CASTLEMAINE" 
escorting 11 BISHOP®ALE* Thursday Is. 1030/12 ETA 
Darwin l£30/l5 .

(8 ! Convoj TN35 - "STUART'1 escorting "MACUKBA* "GENERAL VERSrIJGK
---  -- ""Joseph holt1 "montoro" "gsorge mccrary" "van der l ijn

were to depart Townsville 1200/10. To RV with "GijENELG 
escorting "PRAHCIS LEWIS" off Fitsroy Is . at 0300/11. 
Convoy to split at position 11®50*S* 147°55fE.
" STUART" to escort «EGU}SA?I '’GENERAL VERSPIJCX"
!fJOSEPH HOLT’* "M0NT0R0" to Port Moresby ETA 1530/13. 
"GLENELG" to escort "GEORGE McCRARY" "VAN DHR LIJBltl 
‘'FRANCIS LEWIS" to Milne Bay ETA 1730/13.

{9) "BROCKS" escorting Convoy TH54, ("JJSB3EN3" "VAN DEN-30302*) 
den. Townsville ik'lO/O for Milne Bay &TA 1400/11.

(10) "ECHIJCA" escorting Convoy GTS {"CLEVELAND A BBS" "VAN EESMSKERK"
"B R S IK ") en route Gladstone to Townsville ETA 1000/11.

(11) "TULSA’  to wins 4 PS’ s departed Brisbane 1015/7 ETA Cairn3
0530/12.

(12) "BAOLEjf" "HELM® en route Noumea to Brisbane,
(13) 12 submarines on patrol.

(b I In Harbour i

Oro Bay - iftar ships & Aux* - ,fLATK5BB"
Merchant Vesselsi * 3WARTENHONDT 

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "HILO" 4 ?T'a
Merchant Vesselsi "BANTAM" & approx 40 small craft 

Port Horesby - Warships & Aux. - "COLAC*
Merchant Vessels : "PORT MR9 "HENRY DEARBORN 

"VAN S PILBERGEN" *JASON LEE"9 and approx 
20 small craft.

Thursday Is. - Warships & Aux. - *'CASTLSMAINS*
Cairns ‘ - Warships & Aux, - "SWAN" ,r PLATYPUS" £ 16 ?T«s

(2 refitting)
Townsville - Warships & Aux. - 'BALLARAT* ’YUNN&JJ3 SC./44

1 PT
Palm Island - Warships & Aux. - " PHOENIX* ^HOBART* "PATTERSON"

"3ELFRIDGE" %'TJGFORD" ''HALPH TALBOT" "AASB 
MABRSK" "MERKtffi*



Brisbane - Warships* Aux. - "BLWJRY* "FULTON" "KAPUNDA"
“OTRTJMBA* SC » 74 3 IM S .9 YSS.50 2 PT»8 

(Repairing) "LITHGOW* 11 GEELONG"

(c ) Proposed Movements;

{1} "KATOGMBA* escorting "BANTAM" to depart Milne Bay 1300/l0 
for Oro Bay.

(II)  EKEaiY FORCES

(1) New Georgia - Considerable enemy air activity «as reported
in tne iiunda area early a.m. 9 /2 .

(2) Shortlands - Reconnaissance over the Shor tland3 - Tonolei
* area-9/S  was presented 'by weather but 2 small ships, possibly 

destroyers, were seen between Shortlands and Choiseul headed 
towards Shortlands. In addition, one destroyer and one 
merchantvesse1 were seen off E. of Loluei Point (S.E . 
Bougainville) proceeding 8 .3 . at 0935/9.

(3) Buka - At about noon 9 /2 , 2 destroyers and 2 transports arrived 
“"“ISFobably from the south. Subsequently one destroyers one

transport and one small cargo vessel departed in a N.W. 
direction. At 1700/9 vessels at Buka Passage were reported 
as on# destroyers, one cargo vessel (1000 tons) one cargo 
vessel (200 tons).

Eight twin-engined unidentified bombers passed over 
Buka course south at 1730/9.

There are continued reports of consolidation in the 
Buka Passage area.

(4) Lae - Enemy positions in the vicinity of Maiahang were
“attacked"p.m. 9/2 by Bostons co-operating *ith  7 Beau?ighters,

(5) Wau - A strong enemy party in the vicinity of Bridge Kunda
C M .  Wandumi) was overcome during the afternoon 8 /2 . Mopping 
up is In progress.

(6) Morobe Harbour - Japanese strength at the mouth of the Waria
River Is notf estimated as possibly 400. Supplies are brought 
regularly by submarines.

(7) Kumusi River - Some survivors of the enemy remnants which
attempted to escape down the river have reached Kurenada 
at the mouth of the Kumusi River.

2. NORTHWESTERS ArtSA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 32oo/lQ:

(1) "KALGOORLIK" escorting "V3LAGI* ,f3ASimjA‘5 departed Darwin
0912/8 for Thursday Island ETA 1930/12.

(2) 0 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour 1

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - ^WILCANNIA*
Merchant Vessels; "FtNGALw "ALDINQA"

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Merauke - One eneny seaplane dropped 2 be rut s in the vicinity
of'"Merauke at 111 5/b without inflicting damage.

(2) Kendari - The aerodrome was attacked a.m. 9/1 by 8 Liberators.
Some shipping was seen but details have still to be received.

(3) Flores sea - At 12S6/9, one destroyer mG two merchant vessels
were sighted about 120 miles M» Alor Island, course 250°.



3. SOUTH ~.VE STEAM AREA

^  fl) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Qo/lQ;

(1) ttTJERK HI DDE 3” dep. Freaiantle 0630/8 to assist la a earch for
submarine which, a ttacked *HEROHn Dirk H&rtog Is. 
area.

(2) "WANGAHELLA* en route Sydney to Fremantle.

(b) In Harbour;

Fresiantl© - ^arshios k Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TROMP3 “VAN GALEN"
"YAIT HEEMSKERKw *I30BELtt "HORSHAM" "WALLAROO” 
"DUBBO" "PELIAS" ’'CHILDS” "KANIMBLA ” ’’TRINITY 

Gerald ton - Warships & Aux* - "HERON*
Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "PRESTON" *LARKR ^WHIPPOORWILL 
Onslow - Warships & Aux. - "WAftREGO" ■IBVEREIL*

Merchant Vessels: ‘'HAETSUYGKER"

4. EASTERN d. SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 32 00/lQ :

(1) "ROCKHAMPTON" aYAKDRAa to escort Convoy C070 departing
Newcastle 10/2. '‘YATDRA* to sail" for Newcastle 
to take over convoy o ff  Nobby Bead at 1100/10. 
’’ROCKHAMPTON* to sail with Sydn ey section p.m.
10/2 and join main convoy off Sydney.

*2} "WARRAMGA* escorting "PORTLAND" to depart Sydney 10 /2 .
To p? oride escort for two days. "PORTLAND” en 
route U.S. “WARR^ROTGA* to proceed Brisbane on 
completion o f/M S fes .

(3) HLE TRIOMPHAKT” escorting "HERMITAGE” was to depart Sydney
0930/l0. To escort to the vicinity of 159°E.
”LE THCOMPHAHT1’ ro return Sydney.

(4) "MORESBY* ”WAGGAn escorting Convoy 0C69 en route Sydney
and Newcastle.

(5) "TQfOSVTLLE” "ABRAHit* CRYHSS3N” escorting Convoy GP34
(”CARABALEff for Brisbane} wMANGOLA '• "AD&IlEiAL CHASE” 
"ADMIRAL HALSTEAD” for Townsville) were to dqgrk 
Sydney 1000/10 ETA Caloundra S O 0/12 ,

(6) "GYMPIE" escorting Convoy ST1 ("KATOOMBA” "WAKAKA") was to
depart Sydney lOOO/lO for Townsville ETA 0300/1

(7) ”ATBEHE" en route Fremantle to Melbourne ETA 1500/11.

(b) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRAL IA" WARIFNTAB " HDVEY*
"DOBBIN” ;,DELORAINE" "MXZAR* "HILDURA" 
"ROCKHAMPTON" "liYBRA" “GOLD STaR” "SUMHER” 
f,3uNGAR3E11 YP.504 

(Repairing} nm H  ORLEANS "HENLEY” "ALH2M" ”BUSDABERG”
(In Reserve ) "KAI-.OORA" "fESTRALIA”

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - " SPRINGDALE* ”DOOMBA,t
(Refitting) "WAHRMBOOL"

(Ii) 3N5S1Y FORCES

Sydney - An enemy subtler! ns attacked ’’STARR KIHO* 150 miles 
of Sydney at 0322/10 (see Haval Incidents)*



(I) ALLIED FORCES

SOUTH m  I PIC AREA.

(1) At Vanikcrc - THORNTON (AVD)
(2) At Eapirltu Santo - MINNEAPOLIS (CA) ACHILLES (CL) LAKDSDOWNE

LA VALETTE CONY SOUTHARD (DD) CURTISS MACKINAC 
TANGIER (AV) DIXIE (DD) NIAGARA (PG) PYRO (AE) VE3TAL (AR ) 
FRED.FUNSTAN JOHN PENN IV.?.BIDDLE (AP) STRIRGHAM (APD) 
ALBEBARAN ALCHIBA TAGANAK OBERON ALGORAB CARINA (AK) 
ARCTIC (AF) WHIPSTOCK NEOSHO (AO) NAVAJO (AT) CONFLICT (AM) 
T P .290 YP .517 YP .518 KIWI (a/s Vessels)

(3) At Noumea - TR3VER MURPHY STRONG SMITH JENHINS Me CAWLEY (DD)
PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AS; LASSEN (AE) i/SHTPSEY (AD)
FULLER (AP) KINGFISHER NEVILLE MERCURY FOMALHAUT 
CASTOR (AK) TRYON (APH) SONOMA (AT) SUAMICO (AO) ARB,2 
Y P .239 SC,746

(4) At Suva - POCOMOKE (AV) .SHAW (DD) McKEAN (APB) ANTARES (AK)
CATALPA ROSMOOD (YN) ADROIT (AK) MENOMINEE (AT)

(5) C-uaaalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN (?G) BOBOLINK (Ait) LOCUST (IN)
WANDANK (YT) MATA I MOA M2MZ TUI (A/S Vessels )
VIREO (AK) ORTOLAN (ASR) ER3KINE PHELPS (AO) STRATFORD (AP)

(6) At Vila - NESCEES (AO) RIGEL (AR) R0AB3R BUTTERNUT (YN) PC.746
PC.477 PC.479 KITTYHAWK

(7) At Auckland - KONOiiAI (A.M.C) EBONY (YN) TALAMAHCA (AR)
MOUNT VEHNON (AP) SOLACE (AH)

Refitting * LEANDER (CL)
(3) Az Wellington - GAN 3EVG0RT LARDNER (DD) LIBRA [At) PRES. ADAMS 

FHES. JACKSON PRES.HAYES H.T.ALLEN (AP)
(9) At Papeete - CEEVREUIL (CL)

I I .  NAVAL INCIDENTS

Sydney - U .S . Liberty Ship J,STAER KINO" (7,200 tons} was 
torpedoed at 0622/10 in position 34°15»S, 154°20»E (150 
Tailes E . of Sydney). Latest reports indicate that she 
is still afloat and aircraft have teen despatched to the 
area,

11 STARR KING” departed Sidney 1000/9 for Neie 
Caledonia with cargo for the Gomaanding General.

''IRON MIGHT” was sunk by torpedo at about 0200/8 
In a oosition approx 200 miles 3.7/, of the scene cf the 
attack on "STARR KING*.

ttl. ENEMY* S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.-^.P.A,
particularly Central & Northern Solomons - M, 
coast lew Guinea - S.W. coast Eutch New Guinea - 
Tinor/Arafura Sea Islands preparatory to future 
offensive operations,

(2) Possible offensive against eastern New Guinea
area.

(3) Possible diversionary action from the Marshalls
area.

(4) Possible attempt to occupy Merauke,

For a / d IRSCTCR C .O .I .C . 
C .H .Q .. S.W. P.A.

ID /2/43

~ 14 —
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A P P E N D I X

A  DAILY APPRECIATION-PAC IFIC & INDIAN PCS AM NAVAL ACTIVITY 

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

E£ fectivaEASTERN SECTION

8” Cruises's 

6n Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Non-effective

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Oilers

(i) Allied Forces:

AUSTRALIA
PORTLAND
HOBART
PSOEKIX

AR'JUTA
WARRAMUNGA
LE TRIOMPHAKT
SKLFEIDOE
PATTERSON
HELM
RALPH TALBOT 
BAGLEY 
MUGFORD 
STUART 
VBNDETTA 
C-RAYBACX 
GEEEKLING 
NAUTILUS 
TRITON 
ALBACOKE 
AK3E&JAJCK: 
4R6CNATJT 
GATO'
GRAM PUS 
GROWLER 
GROUPER 
GUARDFlSH 
SAPPER 
SftORDFlSIt 
TUNA 
v/AHOO
U ,g

FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
KILO
Aim MASRSK 
BI3H0PDALE 
EURU1BA 
VICTORIA

NSW ORLEANS

MANOORA ) on Reserve
WESTHALIA )

HENLEY

At Brisbane

)
)
)
)
)
)
} On Patrol 

)

)
5
)

At Sydney

(ii) Eneay Forges? (Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet
CinC 2nd Fleet (striking Force)
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
5-6 Battleships (BB) YAM ASP 0

MUSAS HE
WUTSTT
NAOATO
KARUKA
KONGO

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV) ZUIKAXU
2-3 Converted A/C Carriers (XCV/SUIBO

HAYATAKA
UITAKA (poss. Home Waters)

3 Auxiliary A/C Carriers (ACV) UNYO ) vervYim
CHUYO ) O'TAm



Effective Kon-effective

Heavy Cruisers (CA) 
(prob» 7 effective)

//

ATAGO
. TAKAO

%  TOME
HACHI (poss. N .Pacific) 
HAGU20 
CHOSAl _

(SISi J 1 « A
AOBA
I3UZU TATSUTA
KATC3I K IM
KA3KIMA 
HA SABA 
TENRHHJ 
01
KITAOAM I

1 or 2 converted light cruisers (XCL)
Approx 27 submarines (S3)
Approx 40-45 destroyers (DD)
4 Seaplane Carriers (AY)

MYQKO (prob. &am.26/l0) 
M OGAM I (M-ieved sunk

14/11)

7 light cruisers (CL) believed sunk 
14/11

CKIYODA (damaged 8 /ll  
poss. sink)

CHIT03E 
Amis SUffi IMA 
NISSHI3 
KAMO I

9 Converted S|/? Tenders (XAV)
Several Submarine fenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB's, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 324 shore-based aircraft incl. 117 F, 131 B, 22 f/ b , 36 f / p , 

IB Obsn. or transport aircraft.

2. WESTERN SECTION

(i) Allied Forcesi

6 W Cruiser ADELAIDE
Flotilla Leader TRC3SP
A«A . Ship YAK MEESMBRK
Armed Merchant Cruiser KAKBIBLA
Destroyers TJERZ UIDDES

s/p Tenders
VABT GALEK
HERON
t.B.PfffiSTOI
CHILDS

Submarine Tender PELIAS
Submarines GRA-VLIIIG ) 

ORENADIEH ) 
GUDGEON ) , 
THRESHER ) ' 
TROUT ) 
K.12 ) 
GAR ) 
TA3B0E )
TAtlTOG ) 1 
K.6 j

On Patrol

At Fremantle

3 . EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

(i ) Allied Fcrees:

6 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or M I  area (see above)

(ii) Enemy Force-a:

C*s in C 1st, Sid and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet 
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASITGARA
3 light cruisrs (CL) KASHH NATORI (damaged 2l/l )

KUMA
1 converted light cruiser (XCL)
Approx 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (AY) NOTORO
1 Converted s/p Tender (XAY)
Approx 167 shore-based a/c incl. 71 F, 56 B, 34 f / p , 16 transport a /c .

- 2 -



B.- CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

(i) Allied Forces;

Battleships IDAHO

I’lliNSYL VANIA 
. NEVADA

Converted A/C Carrier LONG ISLAND
8" Cruisers

Destroyers
Submarines

CinC 1st Fleet
4-5 Battleships (BB)

15 (approx) 
25 (approx)

( i i ) Enemy Forces;

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 8 B Cruiser (CA)
2 light cruisers (CL)

ISE
FU30
YAK ASH IRC 
HlffGA

ABWKUMA
SENDAI

4 Converted s/P Tenders (XAV)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 destroyers and Gunboats (DD & PG) 
Approx £7 Submarines (SS)

SOUTHER# PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8* Cruisers

6” Cruisers

6” Cruisers

Destroyers
Armed Merchant Cruisers

(i) Allied Forces;

INDIANA
WASHINGTON 
NOKPH CAROLINA
Maryland

s i s s i s s i p p i

NEW MEXICO
ENTERPRISE
SArtATOGA
NASSAU
ALT AM A HA
CO PA BEE
C H3& AN GO
SUWANNEE
SA3KJAM0N
MIMEAPOLJS
LOUISVILLE
WICHITA
CHICAGO
HELENA
HONOLULU
3T*L0UI3
BASHVUXE
COLUMBIA
0LFVELAND
JiONTPELLUR
ACHILLES
SAK DIEGO
SAIT JUAN
45 (approx)
aos'owAi 
A SCANIA

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

S & T  LAKE CITY 
SAN FRANCISCO 
INDIANAPOLIS

SRGKAKU
TIXUMA (damaged 26/lD)

.,W

L3ANDER



SORTEEIiK PACIFIC AREA3 ^
Non-effective

6” Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

CinC 5th Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL)

(i) Allied forces:

JDEffBGII 
RALEIGB

Effective

(ii) Enemy Jcrces ? (M.Bonshu-Kuriles-Aleutians)

Approx 4 Destroyers (DD} 
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)

SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

Tl
KISO

6” Cruisers

(i) Allled Forces?

CORCOKD
TRSNTOH
RICHMOND

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplme Carrier 
8" Craisers

7 .5 ,J Cruisers

6” Cruisers

(i) Allied £?orees?

WARSPITE 
RESOLUTION 
FJSILLXES ' 
ROYAL SOVEREIGN

Armed Merchant Cruisers

A ,A . Ship
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Appr ox 9 Subra ar ine s

✓
/

ALBATROSS
GSORSIOS AVEROFF (Greek)
DEVONSHIRE 
HANKINS 
FROBISHER 
MAURITIUS
a-m
EIRKXIGHAM 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
DAUKTLESS - 
DRAC-QN
HJRBAB --
CAPETOWN 
Ci RE 3 -— — 

CALEB OK 
C ARaDCC —r—,.-̂  
SUMATRA (Dutch) 
ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE 
GCBFO 
GEITRSL 
RANFCRA
fiORCESTSRS EIRE 
CARLISLE W

NEWCASTLE 
GLASGOW 
EMERALD 
DiN AE

( i i ) Enemy Forces?

Appr*ox 3 Submarines



MOST SECRET

DAILY A.-PfttSCIATIQN-PACIFIC ft INDIAN OG.AE NAVAL ACTIVITY

11th February,1945

I .  DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

SOUTH ’illST PACIFIC AULA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(!) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At. Sea to 12Qo/llj

(1) "WHYALLA" "STELLA* "POLARIS" on a urvej duty.
(2) "KATOOMBA" escorting "BANTAM” departed Milne Bay 1500/l0

for Oro Bay ETA lSOO/ll.
(3) "LATROBE" escorting "SWARTENHONDT" from Oro Bay to Port

Moresby.
(4) "BENDIGO" escorting "STEPHEN J.FIELD” to Cairns ETA 1700/ll.

"BENDIGO* to proceed Townsville.
(5) "BOWEN” escorting Convoy TS14 ("POYANG" "VICTORIA") from

Dent Island to Brisbane ETA Caloundra 0800/12.
(6) "VENDETTA” escorting "BISHOPDA1E" to Darwin. "CASTLEMAINE"

to provide additional escort from Thursday I si aid 
ETD "VENDETTA" "CASTLEMAINE" escorting "BISHQPDALE* 
Thursday Island 10S0/12 ETA Darwin 1230/L5.

(7) SC.744 towing one PT was due Cairns llOO/ll from Townsville.
(8) Convoy TN35 - "STUART" escorting "HACUMBA" "GENERAL VERSPIJCK"

""JOSEPH HOLT" "MONTORO1 "GEORGE McCRARY" "VAN DER LIJN" 
ex Townsville was to RV with "GLENELG" escorting 
"FRANCIS LEWIS" off Pltzroylsland at 0600/ll. Convoy 
was to split at position 11°50»S 147°55’E. "STUART" 
to escort "MACUMBA" "GENERAL VERSPIJCK" "J03PH HOLT" 
"MONTORO" to Port Moresby ETA 1530/13. "GLENELG" to 
escort "GEORGE McQftARY" ftVAN DER LIJN" "FRANCIS LEWIS" 
to Milne Bay ETA 173o/l3.

(9) "BROOME" escorting Convoy TM54 ("JANSSENS" "VAN DEN BOSCH")
dep. Tovmsvllie 1 SI6/8 for Milne Bay ETA 1400/ll.

(10) "ECHUCA" escorting Convoy GTS ("CLEVELAND ABBE" "VAN HEEMSKERK"
"KARSIK") en r out© Gladstone to Townsville, was due 
lOOO/ll.

(11) "TULSA" towing 4 PT*s departed Brisbane 1015/7 for C&irns and
Milne Bay.

(12) "GOTJLBURH" escorting "DAVID BUSKNELL" dep. Caloundra 0145/11.
To escort to Whitsunday passage ETA C800/l3.

(13) SG.748 en route Noumea to Brisbane ETA 0900/l2.
(3-4) 11 submarines on patrol.

(k) In Harbours

Milne Bay 

Port Moresby

Thursday Is, 
Cairns

Townsville 
Palm Island

Brisbane

(Repairing)

Warships & Aux. - "HILO” , 4 PT’ s, appr ox 40
small craft

Warships & Aux. - "COLAC" "PIHIE"
Merchant Vessels: "PORT SAR" "HENRY DEARBORN" 

"WILLIS VAN DEVENTER" "VAN SPILBERGEN"
"JASON LEE", approx 20 small craft 

Warships & Aux. - "CASTLEMAINE"
Warships & Aux. - "3 JAN" "PLATYPUS" & 16 PT’ s

(2 r efitting)
Warships & Aux. - "BALLARAT" "YUNNAN"
Warships & Aux. - "PHOENIX" "HOBART" "PATTERSON" 

"SELFRIDGE" "MUGFORD" "RALPH TALBOT" "AASE 
MAERSK" "MERKUR"

Warships & Aux. - "BAGLEY" "HELM" "BUHBUHY"
"FULTON" "KAPUNDA" "MANUNDA" (Hopital Ship) 
"KURUMBA" SC.746 YMS.9 YMS.50 2 PT’ s 
"LITHGOW" "GEELONG"



(ii) ENEMT FORCES
>T'

(1) Guadalcanal - Gomsopac reports that the defeat of the Japanese
forces on Guadalcanal was completed on 9/2* The main body 
of our attacking force joined with the enveloping detachment 
which had been landed in the vicinity of Goughian Barbour 
previously just east of Gape Esperance, captured or killed all 
resisting enemy. Isolated pockets of resistance are being 
mopped up.

(2) lew Georgia - Considerable a ir  activity was reported over and
in the vicinity of Munda 10 /2e

(3) Shortlands - Reconnaissance a.m. lo /2  reported 26 vessels in the
Short lands area as follows »

17 destroyers 
6 cargo vessels in Buin-Tonolel area
1 very large cargo vessel off Ballale Is .
2 flat top vessels, on© of which had a white circle

on each end of the deck with no evidence of an 
island.

Two flights of 14 unidentified aircraft and 20 single engined 
fixed landing gear monoplanes flew N.W. over the N. end of 
Choiseulls. at "approx 1640/10. The flight of 14 may be the 
same as some of those reported over Munda.

(4) Gasmata - Reconnaissance 10/2 reported an enemy bomber on
Gas mat a s-trip which appeared to have been lengthened. A.A. 
fire was encountered from the \-icinity of the runway.

(5) St.George*s Channel - Reconnaissance sighted at approximately
18c»0/i0 the under-mentioned units approximately 50 miles 
S3E Cape St.George, course 3050, speed 10 knotss-

1 destroyer
* 4 transports (one 10,000 tons, 2 of 5000 tons,

one smaller).
(6 ) Lae - Reconnaissance at 0720/l0 reported three aircraft probably 

“TTombers on the runway.
(7) VJau - The main body of the enemy party which was overcome on 

T T / 2  in the vicinity of Bridge Kunda (N.W. Wanduml) withdrew
a.m. 9 /2  through Wanduml towards N .E. Enemy troops numbering 
perhaps 150 were seen moving up the Wanduml track and as a 
result of engagement by our artillery 50 are believed to have 
been killed. Further enemy troops were seen 3/2 on the tracks 
near landumi.

(8) Kuyauai - Our patrols report 10/2  having killed 30 Japanese at
the Kumusi River mouth.

(9) Milne Bay - natives report a regular daily visit of a submarine
to the vicinity of siade Is , (approx 30 miles E. of the 
sothern entrance to Milne Bay).

(10) Buka - -The 3 ships (one destroyer, one 1000 ton cargo ship* 
and one 200 ton cargo vessel) reported in Buka Passage at 
1700/9 were still there at 1750/10. Another small cargo 
vessel was either xsiotx loading or unloading at Chabai (on 
the N. jaw entrance to Matchin Bay on NW coast Bougainville)

2. NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/ll,t

(1) "KALG00RLIE" escorting "TDLAGI" "BABINDA” departed Darwin
0912/8 for Thursday Island ETA 1930/12.

(2) 6 s ubm ar ine a on p atr ol.

(b) In Barbours

Darwin - Warships & Aux* - "WILCAM1 IAn
Merchant Vessel ss "FINGAL" "ADDINGA

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Toeal - The town, area at Toeal was bombed by 3 Hudsons at 
about noon I 0/ 2 *



Kendari - Further details of the raid on Kendari 9 /2  by 8 B.24»a 
M SS  that numerous fires were started, a possible ammunition 
or fuel dump was hit and installations were destroyed. A 
9000 ton transport in the Harbour was bombed, no hits scored. 
Tvo enm j  fighters intercepted the Liberators between Timor 
and Kendari on the way to tine target and one was destroyed 
while 7-10 more fighters were encountered over Kendari and 
one Zero was probably destroyed*

Photograbs show the following aircraft - 
18 serviceable bombers
8 bombers doubtful or unserviceable 
1 transport aircraft 

57 Single Seater Fighters
11 dummy aircraft 

Also a new runway and dispersal areas. One small vessel at 
the srfoarf, 7 barges and 2 launches are visible in the harbour 
in addition to the 9000 ton transport attacked, while 24 
motor transports, aircraft parts and stacked stores are 
visible on or near the wharf*

3. SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(I) Mj lied forces

(a) At Sea to 12Q0/ll;

(1) "WANGAKELLA” en route Sydney to Fremantle.
(2) '’ADELAIDE" escorting "MAURETAEIA” departed Fremantle 06l0/l0 .

To escort to position 25°22*S, l00 °0 lfE . "ADELAIDE” 
to return Fremantle. "TROMP" ”VAN GALEN” were to 
provide local a/ s escort until 2000/10.

(3) "WARREGO" "INVERELL" escorting "KAETSUYCKER” en route Onslow
to Ksaouth Gulf ETA x400/ll.

(4) ”WHIPP00RWILL" dep. Eanouth Gulf 1400/9 for Fremantle ETA
1500/12.

(b) In Harbour

Fremantle - V.-ar ships & Aux. - "VAN BEEMSKERK” ”ISOEEL” "HORSHAM1
"WALLAROO” "DUBBO" "PELIAS” "CHILDS” "KAN1MBLA"
"TRINITY”

Geraldton - iAiar ships & Aux. - ”HER0N” "TJEHK HIDDES"
Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Avon, - WPREST0N” "LARK8

£  4 . EASTERN fc SOUTHERN ART-A

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Q0/lls

(1) "ROCKHMPTON” "XANDRA” escorting Convoy C070.
(2) "WARRAMUNGA” "MILD UR A" "LE TRI OMPira^ returning to Sydney,

following on sinking of torpedoed U.S. Liberty Ship
"STARR KING".

(3) "ATHENE” en route Fremantle to Melbourne ETA 1500/ll.
(4) "MORESBY” "WAGGA" escorting Convoy 0C69 en route Sydney and

Newcastle.
(5) "GO!PIE” escorting Convoy ST1 ("XATOOMBA" "WANAHA” ) den*

Sydney 1134/10 for Townsville ETA 0330/l4.
(6) "TOWNSVILLE” "ABRAHAM GRYtJSSEN” escorting Convoy GP34 

( "CYCLE" ex Newcastle; "CARADALE” for Brisbanej 
"ADMIRA, CHASE" "MANGOLA” "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD” for 
Townsville) dep. Sydney 1003/10 ETA Caloundra 000l/l3 .

(b ) In  Harbours

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA” "PORTLAND" "HOVEY"
"DOBBIN" MDEL0M INE” "MIZAR” "KYBRA" "GOLD STAR” 
"SUMNER” "BUNGAREE” "YDG.2”

(Repairing) "NEW ORLEMS" "HENLEY” "ALHENA" "BUNDABERG"
(In Reserve) "MANOORA” "WESTRALIA”

- 3 -



Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - !fSPRINGDALE" "DOOMBA"
(Ref i tting) "WARRNAMBOOL,r

(c) Propoaed Movements:

"WARRAMUNGA" escorting "PQiTLAND" to depart Sidney 0650/l2 .
"WARRAMUNGA" to provide escort for two days. ’‘PORTLAND" 
en route U .S. "‘v AitRAMUNGA* to proceed Brisbane on 
completion of escort duties.

. SOUTH PACIFIC A; IE A

(i) AILIKi) F0UCK3

(1) At Vanikoro - BALLARD
(2) At E*piritu Santo - MIMEAPOLIS" (CA) ACHILLES (CL) LA VALETTE

CONY SOUTHAhD (l>D) CURTISS MACKINAC, (TANGIER (AV)
DIXIE (AD) NIAGARA (PG) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) FRED. FUNSTAN 
JOHN PENN W.P.BIDDLE (AP) STRINGHAM (APD) ALDEBAhAN 

ALCHIBA TAGANAK ALGOM 3  CARINA (AK) ARCTIC (AP)
WHIP STOCK NEOSHO (AO) NAVAJO (AT) CONFLICT (AM) YP.290 
YP.517 YP. 518 (

(3) At Noumea - LAMiSDOWNE BUCHANS WILSON GRAYSON TREVER
MURPHY STRONG SMITH JENKINS McCAWLEY (DD) PROMETHEUS (AR) 
AKSONNE (AS) LASSEN (AE) A’HITNEY (AD) FULLER (AP)
KINGFISHER NEVILLE MERCURY FOMALHAUT ARIDED CASTOR (AK) 
TRYON (APH) SONOMA (AT) SUAMICO (AS) ARD.2 Y P ,23 9

(4) At Suva - P0C0i:0KE (AV) S S M  (DD) McKEAN (APD) ANTARES (Ai,)
CATALPA ROSEWOOD (YN) ADROIT (AM) MENOMINEE (AT)

(5) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN (PG) BOBOLINK (AM) LOCUST (YN)
WANDANK (YT) MATA I MCA TUI (a / s Vessels) VTREO (AM)
ORTOLAN (ASR) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) STRATFORD (AP)

(5) At Vila - FESCUES (AO) RIGEL (AR) fiGAMER BUTTERNUT (YN)
PC.746 PC.477 PC.479 KITTYHAWK

(7) At Auckland - MOHOWAJ (A.M.C) EBONY (YN) MOUNT VERNON (AP)
SOLACE (AH).

Refitting - LEANDER (CL)
(8 ) At Wellington - CANSEVOORT LARDNER (DD) LIBRA (AK) PRES.ADAMS

PRES,JACKSON PRES.HAYES H.T.ALLEN (AP)
(9) At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (CL)

I I . NAVAL INCIDENTS

Sydney - U.S. Liberty Ship " STARR KING” which was torpedoed 
at about 0625Ao , 150 miles east of Sydney, sank at O S  0/11.

H.II. A .S .”WARRAMUNGA" was despatched early a.m. 10/2  
to aid the damaged vessel and reported at 1450/10 that she 
had the whole of the ship*s complement on board. “STARR KING" 
had been struck by 2 torpedoes at one hour intervals but there 
had been no casualties.

An attempt was made to take the vessel in tow hut as 
indicated the vessel subsequently sank.

This makes the fifth  submarine attack this year off 
the N.S.uV. coasts-

18/ l  - "KALINGO" (Br. cargo, 2000 tons) sunk 
18/1 - "MOBILUEE" (IJ.S.Tanker, 10,000 tons) reached oa* t 
22/1 - "PETER H.BURNETT" (U.S.Liberty Ship; 7,200 tons) 

reached port.
8/2 - "IRON KNIGHT" (Br. Freighter; 4,800 tons) 3unk 

10 /2  - "STAR R KING" (U.S.Liberty Ship; 7,200 tons) sunk.

I I I .  EMB Y»S PROBABLE: NEXT MOVE

(1 )

( 2 )
(3)
(4)
(5)

Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W .P .A . particularly 
Central & Northern Solomons - N.coast Hew Guinea - S.I.coast  
Dutch New Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

Possible offensive against eastern New Guinea area.
Possible attempt to occupy Merauke.
Possible diversionary action from the Marshalls.^
Increased offensive submarine activity. fJn ) S —-»

For



A P P E N D I X

^  DAILY A PPRECIATION-PACIjTC 

A. SOUTHWEST PACIFIC >m

IsiDIfcN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

1. EASTERN SECTION 

►
8 ” Cruisers 

6” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Infective

(I) Allied Forces;

AUSTRALIA
PORTLAND
HOBART
5HOElinX

ARUNTA
WARRAMTJNGA
LE THE GMPHANT
SELFRIDGE
PATTERSON
HELM
RALPH TALBOT 
BACL1Y ■
ifiUGFGRI)

Non-effoctiv©

NKv OiIiSAIfS

K M  OCR A ) _ _ 
WESTKALIA } 0n Re30rv®

HENLEY

Subr® rines

STUART
VENDETTA
(iRAMPUS
3RAYBACK

)
))
) At Brisbane

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

filers

NAUTILUS 
TRITON 
ALBAC CEE 
A;/biii JACK 
ARGONAUT 
uATO
gro^l m

GYC U E M
GUAHDFISH
SNAPPER
3iC> RDFISH
TUNA
WAHOO
K. 9
FULTON
DO33IE 
TULSA
II.IXO
AASE MAERSE 
BISHORDALE 
KURUMBA 
VICTORIA

On Patrol

At Sydney

(11} Enemy Forces: (Trok-Jaluit-iiismarcks-Solomons)
UlnC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force) 
GinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers) 
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet) 
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines
5-6 Battleships (BE)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2-3 Converted A/C Carriers(XCV)

3 Auxiliary a / c Carriers (ACV)

YAMftT 0 
KUSASKI 
MUTSU 
NAGAT0 
HARUNA 
KONGO 

2 UIKAKTJ 
SUIIIO 
HAYATAM
HI TAKA 
UNYO 
G ffiJYO

)
(poss. Home Waters) 

Parrying OTAK&



Heavy Cruisers (CA) 
(prob. 8 effective)

MOD AMI (bel. sank 14/11) 
SUZUYA ) poss. sunk 
MYOKO ) 13-14 / l l

Mon-effective

7 light cruisers (CL)

Effective

ATAGO 
TAKAO 
TONE

^  TIKDMA
MAC HI 
HAGURO 
CHOKAI 
KIMANO
AOBA (doiifcf u l )
isuzu 
KATQRI 
KASEIMA 
NAGARA 
TENRYTJ 
01
RITAGAEI

1 or 2 converted light cruisers (XCL)
Approx 27 submarines (3S)
Approx 40-45 destroyers (DD)
4 Seaplane Carriers (AV) CHIT03E

AKITSUSHIMA 
HI 3SHIN 
KAMO I

9 Converted s/p Tenders (XAV)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ship (over 5,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub .Chasers, MTB’ s, Gunboats, patrol Craft 
Approx 324 shore-based aircraft incl. 117 F, 131 B, 22 f / b , 36 F/p, 

18 Oban, or transport aircraft.

WESTERN SECTION

6n Cruiser 
Flotilla Leader 
A.A, Ship
Armed Merchant Cruiser 
Destroyers

s/ p  Tenders

S4.bmari.ne Tender 
Submarines

( i ) Allied wForces:

ADELAIDE
THOMP
VAN HFEMSESRK 
KANIKELA

VAN GALEN
HERON
< .3 , PRESTON 
CHILDS 
HSLIAS 
GRACING 
GH5SADIER 
GUDGE® 
THRESHER 
TH) UT 
K.12
am
TAMBOR 
TAI3T0G 
K*8

On Patrol

At Fremantle

EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

(1) Allied Forces;

6 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see above)

(ii )  Enemy Forces;

C*s in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet 
1 heavy cruls er (C$ ASHIGARA
3 light cruisers (CL) KASHII NATORI (damaged 2 l /l )

KXJMA
1 converted light cruiser (XCL )
Approx 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (S3)
1 Seaplane Carrier (AV) NQTORO
1 Ccnverted s/p Tender (XAV)
Approx 166 shcr e-based aircraft incl* 70 F, 56 B, 24 F /P , 16 transport a/c*

2



e. C.^ITRAL PACIFIC AHE.'- Effective Eon-effective

(i) Allied Forces:

Battleships IDA^O
«/ii IV»-; kiX tJ V Ai'i XA 
KEYADA

Converted A/C Carrier LONG ISLAM)
8" Cruisers

Destroyers
Submarines

CinC 1st Fleet
4-5 Battleships (3L)

15 (approx) 
2S (approx)

(ii) Enemy Forcess

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV) 
IxasxSdbcfilasdtmHx^xx :̂
2 light cruisers (CL)

I3E
FUSO
YAliiASHXRO
HYUGA

ABUKUMA
SENDAI

4 Converted s/ p Tenders (XAV)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 destroyers and Gunboats (DU & PG) 
Approx 27 Submarinea (SS)

C* SOUTHERN PACIFIC AREA

Battle ships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a/ c Carriers

8” Cruisers

6n Cruisers

5 ” Cruisers

Destroyers
Armed Merchant Cruisers

(i) Allied Forcest

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
NORTE CAROLINA
MARYLAND
HISSISSIPPI
HEW MEXICO
ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA
NASSAU
ALTAMiiHA
C0PA13EE
CHENANGO
SUWANNEE
SANG AM ON
MIMEAPOLIS
LOUISVILLE
w i c h m

CHICAGO 
HELENA 
HONOLULU 
ST.LOUIS 
NASHVILLE 
COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MONTPELLIER 
ACHILLES 
SAE DIEGO 
SAN JUAN 
45 (aoprox) 
MONO#AI 
A SCANIA

WEST VIRGINIA 
GALIPORNIA 
TENNESSEE

SALT LAKE CITY 
SAN PRAN CISCO
ink map olis

SHOKAKU
•r t y  £ * t A-- - — . - *» / * I V

SBDPbjBi

L5ANDER



NORTHERN PACIFICAREA Effective Non-effectile

%

6 ” Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

CinC 5th Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL)

(1) Allied. Forces;

DETROIT
RALEIGH

(ii)  Enemy Forces; (H.Honshu-Kuriles-Aleutiana)

Approx 4 Destroyers (DD) 
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)

SOUTHEASTER*! P A d  FTC AREA

T AMA 
KISB

6” Cruisers

(i) Allied Forces:

CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8" Cruisers

7 .5 "  cruisers

6” Cruisers

(i) Allied Forces;

Armed Merchant Cruisers

A.A. Ship
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

kARSPITE
RESOLUTION
RAl'JLLIES
ROYAL SOVEREIGN
ILLUSTRIOUS
ALBATROSS
DEVONSHIRE
GEORG IDS AVERQFF (Greek) 
HAWKINS 
FROBISHER 
MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA 
BIRMINGHAM 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
DAUNTLESS 
DRAGON 
DURBAN 
CAPETOWN 
CERES 
CALEDON 
CARADOC
SUMATRA (Dutch)
ALAI TIA 
CARTHAGE 
C ORFU 
CHITRSj 
RANPURA
WORCESTERSHIRE 
CARLISLE

NEWCASTLE
GLASGOW
EMERALD
DANAE

(ii)  Enemy Forces;

Approx S Submarines

- 4 -



MQST SECRET

^  DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & I1IDIAI? OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

12th February, 1945

I . DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC ARB A

1. NORTH EASTERN AuBA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/l2 ;

(1) "WHYALLA" "STELLA" "POLARIS" on survey duty.
(2) "LATROBE" escorting " SWARTENHONDT" from Oro Bay to Port

Moresby.
(3) "PIRIE" escorting "VAN SPILBSRGEN” departed Port Moresby

0800/11 for Milne Bay ETA 1900/12,
(4) "BENDIGO" escorting "STEPHEN J.FIELD" to Cairns was due

1700/ l l .  ’’BEiJDIGO'* to proceed Townsville*
(5) "BOWEN" escorting Convoy TS14 ("POYANG" 11 VICTORIA8) from

Dent Island to Brisbane. Was due Caloundra 0800/l2*
(6) "VENDETTA" * CASTLEMAINE" escorting "BISHOPDiLE" were to depart

Thursday Island 1030/l2 for Darwin ETA 1230/15.
(7) "STUART" "GLENELG” escorting Convoy THS5 ( "MACTJMBA" MGENERAL

VERSPIJCK" "JOSEPH TlWtu HlO'MTaRO11 "GEORGE McCRARY" 
"VAN DER LIJN" "FRANCIS LEWIS"). Convoy to split at 
position 11 °50*S, 147°55*E at 2B 0 /l2 . "STUART" to 
escort "MACUMBA" "GENERAL VERSPIJCK" "JOSEPH HOLT" 
"MONTORO" to Port Moresby ETA 1530/L3 . "C-LENELG" to 
escort "GEORGE McCRARY" "VAN DER LIJN" "FRANCIS LEWIS 
to Milne Bay ETA 1730/l5 .

(8) "TULSA" towing 4 PT’ s departed. Brisbane 1015/7 for C&irns and
Milne Bay.

(9) "GOULBURN" escorting "QAVID BUSHNELL" dep. Caloundra 0145/11.
To escort to Whitsunday Passage ETA 0800/l3.

(10) SC .748 en route NoiiMea^to Brisbane was dus 0900/l2.
(11) "II ELM" "BAGLEY" departed Brisbane 1504/ll to exercise with

submarine to seaward of Cape Moreton.
(12) 12 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour;

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. - "KATOOMBA"
Merchant Vessels s "BANTAM"

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "BROOME* "HILO", 4 PT's
Merchant Vessels? "JANSSENS" "VAN DEN BOSCH" 

approx 40 small eraft.
Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - "COLAC"

Merchant Vessels s "PCRTMR" "HENRY DEARBORN" 
"WILLIS VAN DEVENTER" "JASON LEE", approx
20 small craft.

Thursday Is . - ’/.arships & Aux. - "KALGOORLIE"
Cairns - Warships & Aux. - "SWAN* SC .744 "PLATYPUS"

17 PT *s (2 refitting') 
Townsville - Warships & Aux. - "BALLARAT" "ECHUCA® "YUNNAN" 
Palm Island - Warships & Aux. - "PHOENIX" "HOBART" "PATTERSON*

"SELFRIDGE* "MUGFORD" "RALPH TALBOT" "AASE 
MAERSK" "MERKUR"

Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "BUNBURY" "FULTON" "KAPUNDA"
"MANHNDA" (Hospital Ship) "KURUMBA" SC.746 
YMS.9 YMS.50 2 PT»s 

(Repairing) "LITHGOW" "GEELONG"

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) New Georgia - Enemy aircraft activity was reported l l /2  in the 
vicinity of Munda, Vila Plantation and Muncl MundL * Munda 

was attacked by four Marauders with fighter cover at 1045/11 
and Vila Plantation at 1700/ll by 4 Marauders with fighter



WL th fighter cover. In the latter attacked two Zero’s and 
Iwe unidentified aircraft were encountered and one probable 
Zero shot down.

(2) Shortlands - Reconnaissance of the Shortlands area l l /2  was 
1 '"'again prevented as the area was closed in.

(3) Buka - At 1650/ll 2 small cargo vessels only, remained in the
passage indicating that the destroyer reported there the 
previous day had departed.

12 twin-engined bombers passed over Buka at about 
noon on the 10th on a southerly course.

At 144S/ll 2 destroyers, one probable tanker and 
three medium cargo vessels were sighted 5 miles off Queen 
Carola Harbour course 3450. This is the 5th convoyreported 
in the Buka - Cape St.George area proceeding on a northerly 
course since the beginning of this month consisting of 16 
merchant vessels and a probable tanker indicating the with
drawal of troops from the Shortlsands area. This does not 
mean that permanent defence forces have been withdrawn from 
the Shortlands base but more likely the return of troops 
probably intended for the anticipated assault on Guadalcanal.

(4) Rabaul - Rabaul area was harassed tag: for 2 hours by one Fortress 
“ TroH midnight to 0200/ll.

Reconnaissance reported some ships in Rabaul Harbour 
at noon 11th but that the concentration did not appear heavy.

(5) T&am - On 9/2 our artillery successfully harassed enemy on the
tracks and in the vicinity of Wandumi, apparently caual ng 
them to withdraw towards Mubo. Our patrols are active in 
other sectors of this theatre.

(6) Morobe - Between 0040 and 0318/11 one Catalina harassed enemy
at the mouth of the '//aria River.

(7) Buna - At 0930/ll a submarine was reported in the vicinity of
Bape Endaiadere.

2 . WORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/l2 ;

6 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbours

Darwin - Warships &  Aux. - "'WILCAENIA "
Merchant Vessels s "FI JUGAL" "ALDIHGA"

3 . SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/l2s

(1) "WAHGANELLA" en route Sydney to Fremantle.
(2) "ADELAIDE" escorting "MAURETANIA" departed Fremantle 0610/10.

To escort to position 25°22*S, 100°01*E. "ADELAIDE" 
to return Fremantle.

(3) "TJERK HIDDES" departed Geraldton 1145/11 for Fremantle.
(4) "WHIPPOORWILL" dep. Exmouth Gulf 1400/9 for Fremantle ETA 

1500/12.

(b ) I I  Harbour;

Fremantle - Warships & Aiix. - "TROKP" "VAN GALEH* "VAN HEEMSKERK
"ISOBEL" "HORSHAM" "WALLAROO" "DuBBO" "PELIAS"
"CHILDS" "KAMIMBLA* "TRINITY"

Geraldton - Warships & Aux. - "HERON"
Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "PRESTON" "LARK" "WARREGO"

"INVERELL"
Mer chant Vessels % "METSTJYCKER"

- Sbs-
- 2 »



4. SASTKRE 3? UTHSRN A REA

(1) ALIED FORCES

(a) At Sea bo 12po/l2i

(1) "ROCKHAMPTON 8 ’‘TAHDRA8 escorting; Convoy C070.
(2) “LE TRIOMPH&NT8>was due Sydney 0736/12 after investigating

submarine sighting report.
(3) "WARRAMtJHGA1* escorting "PORTLAND" was to depart Sydney 0630/12.

fiiff.ABRAMUNGAw to provide escort for tw days. "PORTLAND" 
en route U.S. "WARRAMUNGA" to proceed Brisbane on 
completion of escort duties.

(4) ‘kORESBY8 *WA0GA" escorting Convoy 0C69 en route Sidney and
Newcastle,

(5) "GYMPIE" escorting Co.nv-oy ST1 ("KATOOMBA# " M I M A " )  departed
Sydney 1133/10 for Townsville ETA 0330/l4.

(6) TOWNSVILLE" "ABRAEAK CRYNSSBN" escorting Convoy GP34
("CYCLE ex cas tie j "CARADALE" for Brisbaaej
"ADMIRAL CHASE" "MIKOLA" "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD8 for 
Townsville) dep, Sydney iQOS/lQ ETA Caloundra 000l/l3 ,

(b) In Harbour:

Sidney - Warship3 & Aux. - "DOBBIN" "DELORAINE" "MILDORA8
"MIZAR" "EiBKA" "GOLD STAR" "SUMNER" “BUNGAREE* 
YDG.2

(Repairing) "AUSTRALIAN "NEW ORLEANS8 "HENLEY" "ARUNTA8
"HOVEY* "ALEENA" "BUNDABERG8 

(In Reserve) "MANOORA" "WESTKALIA8 
Melbourne ~ Warships & Aux. - "SPRINGDALE8 "DOOMBA" "ATHENE*

(Refitting) "W ARRNAMB00L8

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

Sydney - Indications of two enemy submarines were recieved 
fit UX55/11#*

33°S, 155°40 *E (190 miles E. by N. Sydney)
34 20*3, 15 3°20*B (100 mi E . by S. Sydney)

At about 0420/11 the conning tower of a submarine 
was seen in a position 33°47*S, 156°22»E a p p r o x  225 aiiles 
east of Sydney.

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

IS!

(3)

(4)

( 5 )

(C) A

(7)

(8 ) 

(9)

At Vanikoro - BALLARD (AV)
At Espiritu Santo - MINNEAPOLIS (CA) ACHILLES (CL) LA V ALETTE

GRAYSON COÎ Y SOUTHARD (DD) CURTISS MACKINAC TANGIER (AV) 
THORNTON (AVD) DIXIE (AD) NIAGARA (PG) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) 
FRED. FUN STAN JOHN PENH W. P. BIDDLE (AP) STRINGHAM 
MANLEY (APD) ALDEBARAN ALCHIBA TAGANAK ALGORAB CARINA(AK) 
ARCTIC (AP) WHIPSTOCK NEOSHO (AO) NAVAJO (AT) CONFLICT (AM) 
YP.290 YP.517 YP.51S 

At Noumea - LANSDO//NE BUCHARAN DRAYTON WILSON GRAYSON TREVER 
MURPHY STRONG SflTH JENKINS McCAWLEY (DD) PROMETHEUS(AR) 
ARGOBHE (AS) LASSEN (AE) WHITNEY (AD) FULLER CRESCENT CITY 
(AP) KINGFISHER NRVILLS MERCURY FOMALHAUT ARIDED 
CASTOR (AK) TRYON (API!) SONOMA (AT) SUAMICO (AO) ARD.2 YP.25 9 

At Suva - P0C0M0KE (AV) S-AR (DD) TALAI,LANCA (AP) MCKEAN (APD)
ANT ARES (Air) CATALPA ROSEWOOD (YN) ADROIT (AM) MENOMINEE (AT) 

Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN (PG) BOBOLINK (AM) LOCUST (YN)
WANDANK (YT) M TAI MOA TUI (A/S Vessels) VIREO (AM)
ORTOLAN (ASR) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) STRATFORD (AP)

Vila - ANDERSON (DD) HESCHES PLATTE (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROSIER 
BUTTERNUT (YN) PC.746 PC.477 PC.4^9 KITTYHAWK 

At Auckland. - MONO AI (A.M.C) EBONY (YN) MOUNT VERNON (AP)
SCLACE (AH)

Refitting - LEANDER (GL)
At Wellington - GANSEVOORT (DD) PRES.ADAMS PRES. JAC KSON 

PRC .EM  ES (AP)
At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (CL)

- 3 -



I I .  NAVAL INCIDENTS

NIL

I I I . ENEMY * S PR OBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W .P.A.
particularly Central & Northern Solomons - 
North coast Now Guinea - S.W* coast Uutch New 
Guinea ~ Tinor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(8) Possible offensive against eastern Hew Guinea 
area,

(3) Possible attempt to occupy Merauke.

(4) Possible diversionary action from the Marshalls.

(5) Increased offensive submarine activity.

For A/DIRECTOR C. 0 . 1 .C. 
G.H. , S.YJ.P.A.

12/2/43



A P P E N D I X

A . DAILY A PP BECI ATI OM-PACIFIC fc IMPIAM OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY 

. SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

. EASTERN SECTION Effective

( i ) Allied Forces:

gon-effective

8" Cruisers 

6 ” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

AUSTRALIA'
PORTLAND
EOBART
PHOENIX

ST

HEW ORLSAtl S

MANOOHA ) 
WESTRALIA )

HENLEY

On Reserve

Subiaari ne s

Subm r in© Te me r 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Oilers

ARUNTA 
WARRAMUNGA 
LE TRICK FHAI 
SELFRIDGE 
PATTERSON 
HELM
RALPH TALBOT 
BAGLEY 
MUGFOKD 
STUAiiT 
VENDETTA 
GRAYBACK )
J iE.ti.MLUG ) ^  Brisbane
NAUTILUS }
TRITOM )
ALBACOHE 
AI5BERJJL' K 
ARGONAUT 
GATO 
GRAMPUS 
GR0 ii ,
GROUPER ) On Patrol
GUAiCDFI SH 
SNAPPER 
S A OUDFISH 
TUNA 
VvAHOO 
K.9 
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
T OL 6A 
HILO
AASE MASKS K 
BISHOPDALE 
K iTRUuiBA 
VICTORIA

At Sydney

(ii) Enemy Forces: (Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-Soloraons)

CinC Combined Fleet
CinC 2nd Fleet { Striking For ce)
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
5-6 Battleships (BB) YAMATO

MUSAS JEE 
KUTSU 
NAG AT 0 
FA OTA  
KONGO

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV) Z UIKAKU
2-3 Gottir erted A/c Carrier (XCV )ZUIHO

UAYATAKA
HI TAKA (poss. Home paters)

3 Auxiliary A/C Carriers (ACV)UNYO ) ,
CHUYO ) Forcing  OTAKA

- 1 -



iifXXec uive

Heavy Cruisers (CA) AT AGO
v (ppob. 8 effective) TiKAO
A  TO&E

TIKUMA 
E AC III 
IIAGURO 
CHOKAI 
'ffUMANO
A DBA {do ub t f  ill) 
ISU2U 
KATORI 
KASHIMA 
MAGARA 
TEKKYTJ 
01
KITAGAMI 

converted light cruisers (XCL)
27 submarines (33)

Approx x&a 40-45 destroyers 
4 Seaplane Carriers (AV)

MO GAM I (bel. sunk 14/ll) 
3U2UYA ) poss. s unk 
MYOKO ) 13-14/11

7 light cruiser a (CL)

1 or 
Approx

(dh

CHITGSB 
AKITSlfSHIIM 
HISSHIK 
KAMO I

9 Converted s/p Tenders (XAV)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx SO Merchant Ships (over 3,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, KTB*s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 324 shore-based aircraft incl. 117 P, 131 B, 22 F /B , 36 F/p, 

IB Obsn. or transport all'cruft.

WESTERN SECTION

(i) Allied Forces;

6” Cruiser 
Flotilla Leader 
A • A . Ship
Armed Merchant Cruiser 
Destroyers

s/ p Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Submarines

ADELAIDE
TPDMP
VAN HEEMSKERK
1TA*TTHT'lT2k

TJKRK RIBDES
TAN GAi El
HKEGN
w.B.PRESTON
CHILDS
PELIAS
GRAYLING )
GRENADIER )
GUDGEON ) (
THRESHER )
TROUT )
K.12 )
GAR )
TAMBOR ) i
TAG TOG )
K.8 )

On Patrol

At Fremantle

EAST IMDIES - PHILIPPINES

(i) Allied Forces; ■

6 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or HE I area (see above)

(ii ) Erie?ay Forces s

CSs in C 1st, S&id and 3rd Southwest fixpsditionary Fleet 
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASHIGARA
3 light cruisers (CL) KASHII HATOKI (damaged 2 l /l )

mJMA
1 converted light cruiser (XCL)
Approx 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 submarines (S3)
1 Seaplane Carrier (AV) HOTORO
1 Converted s/p Tender (XAV)
Approx 166 sho re-based aircraft incl. 70 F, 56 B, 24 f / p , 16 transport a /

- 2 -



CENTRAL PA Cl 10 AREAs
Battleships

Converted a / c Carrier 
8 ” Cruisers

(i) Allied Forcesi

IDAHO
PEMESia. VANIA 
NEVA!A 
LONG I SLAIJD

Effective

Destroyers
Submarines

CinC 1st Fleet 
4-5 Battleships (BB)

15 (approx)
23 (approx)

(ii) Enemy Forces:

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 light cruisers (CL)

ISE
FUSO
YAEA 3FIIR0 
HYUGA

ABUKUMA
SENDAI

4 Converted s /p  Tenders (XAV)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers and Gunboats (ID 
Appi’ox 21 Submarines (SS)

PG)

Ion-effective

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

SALT LAKE CITY
SAN FRANCISCO 
INDIANA?OLIS

SHCEAKU

SOuT'IffiRN PACIFIC AREA

(i)

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary A/c Carriers

8 ,s Cruisers 

6 ” Cruisers

5” Cruisers

Destroyers
Armed Merchant Cruisers

Allied Forces:

INDIANA
WASHINGTON 
NORTH CAROLINA 
MARYLAND 
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
ENTERPRISE 
SARATOGA 
NASSAU 
ALTAI,IAEA 
COPAHEE 
CHENANGO 
SUWANNEE 
SANGAI ON 

. MINNEAPOLIS 
LOUISVILLE 
WICHITA 
CHICAGO
HELENA LEANDER
HONOLULU
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
ACHILLES
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN
45 (aporox)
MONO&AI
ASCANIA



. NOHTF^KIT nACI It !\*£A Effective Non-effective

6 11 Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submai’ in© s

( i ) Allied Forces;

DETROIT 
RALE I-OH

(ii) Enemy Forces; (15.Sonshu-Kuriles-Aleutians)

CinC 5th Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL)

Approx 4 Destroyers (DD) 
Approx 7 Submarines (33/

. SQPTHEASJM PACI i?IC AREA

TAMA 
El 30

6" Cruisers

(i ) Allied Force-a: 

CONCORD
mpt'T I m att

RICHMOND

♦ INDIAN PC SAN .AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 H Cruisers

7 .5 n Cruisers

6" Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers

(i) Allied Porces%

WAKSPITE 
RESOLUTION 

n RAMXLLIES 
KEVEMGE

*  royal  so v e r e ig n

x IILUSTivIOUS 
ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE 

k  GEORG-10 S AVHDPP (Greek) 
BSWKINS 
FROBISHER 
MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA 
BIRMINGHAM 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 

x DRAGOH 
CAPETOWN 

x CALEDON 
x SUMATRA (Dutch)

ALAUEIA 
CARTHAGE

*  CORFU 
CHITRAL 
Rffil HJRA 
RANCHI

ORCESTERSEIEE
Ship

Approx 27 Destroyers
Approx 9 Submarines

*  GLASGOW
*  EMERALD 
x DANAE

DAUNTLESS
DURBAN
CERES
CARADOC

i N otes Present location uncertain

(ii) Enemy Forces:

Approx 5 submarines

«* 4 ®



J , most astsua.

mrty apPEESIATIOK - PACIFIC ft £*1.® OCSMf I1A7AL ACTIVXgj,. 

lltii February. 1&3 .

1, ED » Kwaar naval fobcbs.

SOUTH - KST PACIHC ARSA, 

1. 1CETH IjASTMIM AKKA.

(i) ALUM) FQim*.

(a) At sea to L2Q0/llt

(1) "WHIALLA" " S M i "  "POLARIS" on survey tlzty.
(2) "LATR0H?* escorting "SMRTEHBCBDT" from Oro Bay to Fort Moresby.
(3) "GCLAC" escorting n.«ILLIS TAM LETÔ TSE'1 and "JASCK LESP 4«p. Port îoresby

1900/22. ETA, Towaville 02oc/i5. , . .
(4) "VS^BSTTA" neASTlEtiABiB? escorting "BISIGPBALB" i?ere to depart Thursday

(5) w  holt- « ™ «

(6) «OOTtiS#*<3®C®0S i*cCRARY" "VAfi BEE LI<®" "FRAHCIS LEBIS" to

"T U lS^to Sg  4 PTs departed fjrisbaiie 1015/7 for Calms and MUjm Bay* 
"GOULBURi!" returning to Brisbane for boiler clean after escorting DAVID 

BUSWIELL" towards Whitsunday Passage.
"GE&LOMG" was to RV with "ADMIRAL CHASE" "M6KG0LA" & "ADMIRAL liAIVThAD" 

(ex Convoy GP.34) off outar end of Brisbane Swept Charnel at approx. 
rai<taifjht \2J2 S n  escort to vicinity of Whitaunday Passage. Ttree 
vessels then to proceed independently t© fesmsyillc.

(10) SC.74S an m ite 8eaa» to Brisbane, was <*» 0900/12*
(11) "HSLM" "BASLE?" eteparted Brisbane 1504/11 to exercise with subwarine to

seaward of Cape fioreton.
(12) 12 submarines chi patrol.

(7
(8

(9)

(b) In harbourt 

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay

(1)(2)
(3)
(4)

- Warships b Anx. •  "KATOOUBA"
Merchant Vessels * "BANTAM*

- Warships & Aux. - "BBPOO? "HILO", 4 PTs., "P3KIE" 
Merchant Vessels s "JMSSSB’S" "VAM K33 BCBCH" "VAN SPILS-

Approx. 50 araall craft.
- Merchant Vessels* -PORT MAR" "HEKEX fflARBCRfc"

Apjras. 20 assail craft.
- liarshlps & Aux* — !lKMiX&TiIX&"
- -ftarshS & Aik. - "SIAM" SC.744 "PLATSFIB" "DSOJIOO"

1? PTs (2 refitting).
_  '.arships & Aux. - " M U A r f  "ECHUCA" "YUBNAN* (A.S.I.S.)

!'AASI MAE85K"
«• warships & Auk. - "PH02KU" "HOMT" "PATHRSCH* 

"SELFRIOGH® "HBKmD" "RALPH TAIBOf "MKaKlIi
- Aarahips & Aux. - " B O W  "FULTCfi" "KAFUNDA" "MANlBaDA" ( 

pita! ship) *HS0B®A* "VICTORIA" 3C.746
"POTAEG" (A.B.I.S.) BCS.9 ^ .4 9  WS.50 2 PTs.

(Repairing) - "LITHGOK*.

(c) Prcmoaed jggggs;tat *

"STUART8 en arrival Merest  ̂ to return Tcfcvnsville with "POST MAR" p .a. 13/2*
fro* Oro Bay to Milne Bay. lATOQfflA" thence

to aroeeed Port Moresby for fud . ^
"KAPUMDA" & "BCWMI" S.T.D. Brisbane 1200/13 f«r exercises off 
wfaeKTfl̂ Q" after escorting 3 KVa to vicinity of

with "CANBERRA" at noon 15/2 *nd escort her bade to Brisbane.

Port Moresby

Thurs<toy Island 
Cairns

Townsville

Palm Island 

fcrisbane



(1) let; Georgia. - (a) Iteporte continue to be received of eneeay aircraft 
activity over l?umfe*

(b) Photographs revsal that there are not? 66 A/a guns in the 
vidnity of Vila Plantation, At 181G/10 an Allied aircraft observed further 
clearing of the strip at ?il&* A report dated 11/2 indicates that the 
Japaoaae have a radio station an Kula Gulf, 5 "dies N.of Vila,

(c) Caa 12/2 there ms much air activity over fella havella*

(2) Shortlanda - (a) An Allied aircraft sighted &*n* 12/2 three destroyers a*ad
tea cargo vessels in toe Iteia-faist. area,

(b) At appros* iddday 12/2 two BD aad 1 large AK dep* Faisi 
and were iaat observed off £okovovi Pt*, fella lawilla Is, at 1800/12, 
probably en route fila Plantation.

(c) At 1800/12 five destroyers were observed west of Ocm is* 
(Bougainville St,) course NX*

(3) ftatea - At 1625/il, two destroyers and two cargo vessels wore sighted
&* of M m  is, a© cowrse stated* At 0900/12 1 heavy cruiser and 2 
destroyers were eteamd 78 miles 1 ®  of 1uk& Passage, course 150°, speed 25,

(A) Solotaori i>oa •  (a) At is&dday 12/2 an tmmtjr force eaagarlsing 2 cruisers, 1
destroyer and 1 saall u/i vessel ms sighted by an aircraft 60 miles S,by Ii, 
ef Capo St .(George, course NHB* the same aircraft observed the aaaa force 
approx, 2 hours later, in a position 45 aU»s 3 by W of Cape st*0eorge, 
coarse 310°, speed 20,

(b) Shortly alter 1600/12 an aircraft sighted a convoy 
consisting of 1 light cruiser,'2 transports (6,000 tons), 1 transport (1,000 

v tons) in a position approx,©0 idles SE of Wide Bay, speed 20 knots.
The same farce was attacked by the aircraft approx,one hour later in a 
position 75 railes SI of Wide Bay, £0 direct hits, but ons transport left 
crippled and stationary*

(5) Bussell Islands - A report fros native sources 12/2 states that enaay lias
evacuated Baissn Is, and probably entire Hussell Group*

(6) Salaaaua « .^liable reports <fcted 12/2 indicate that the many is
reinforcing Salasuauk via the. overland route frea M&dang to Lae*

(7) 'ami area - Allied land activity in the vicinity of '»au aid south-east
thereof was confined to harassing m&mmmts and patrols.

2* H0M?K nfaSTgBi ARM,
(1) u m m  mmcm.

(a) At Hm to 12Q0/L3g

6 submarines on patrol*

(b) in tiarheart

Darwin - warships k Ata* - "mCUiKIA"
Merchant fessels* "FINGAL" ’'ALDIHGA1*

(c) Proposed Mevoinentsg

(1) ntf2£emLlW* to escort » M U 'A S A *1® m m ?  free Thursday Is* to Darwin 
on arrival of latter vessel at fhuradey Is* Convoy not to proceed 
la ter than l;5/2«

(ii) ESFiU F£ECSS»

1* DUTCH gg| SCHBBSA, At HOO/lO an Allied vessel was attacked fey an mmmp £Loat>-pl?.ne
" ai'.I'amhaerah on the Digoal River, appr<«#l40 adJLes K, of lierauke.
Bo damage resulted*

2* Aethon, During a*a* 12/2, a Liberator on reconnaissance sifted 5
vessels, including one very .large ship, in Arbon Bay,

3* Saualakki* the s®ae aircraft also observed at 11&0/12, or® email vessel
in SaumLakki Harbour*



(i) ALUM) rtiRCBS.
3* jKOTK WESTERS m * i .

(a) At Sea to 12ooA3i

(1) "lAKGAHELLA" en route Sydney to Freraantle.
(2) "ADELAIDE* escorting "MAUESTAKIA‘S departed Fremantle 0610AO.

To e scort to position 25 22* S. 100°Ql*S. "ADELAIDE" to return Frmantle.
(3) "TJERK HIDDES" departed Gersldton 11A5/11 for FTeoantle.
(4) "CHILDS* departed Gersldton 20C0/12.

(b) Injiogbffliei.

Fremantle » Warships 6 Aux. - "TRGHP* "VAK GALEN” "TAB HESUSKBRI"
flB Om ” "HORSHAM* "WALLAKCQ" f,DU73BOn "PELIA3" “KAKBiSU" 
"fBlRITX* ’TOIPPOOTOILL".

Geraldtcn ** warships & faau ** "IJMRdf** •
Knsuth Gulf »  fcarahips It Aux. - "P8EST08" "LARK" "tfASRBBO" "JOTHHOL*.

Merchant Vessels* "HAETSUYCKER*

(e) Proposed Bmmstmbs*

(1) "WABRBQO" to csc'ort "liACTSUYCKEH", i&en rea^r, to Dsrtrin in eoqpsqjr rdth 
"INfERELL".

iastse k munmm  abea. 
* ' (i) MJJ£D FCftiCSS.

(a) At Sea to 12C0A3.I

(1) wyn warsan Ms CKE.S3U.M caccrtSiv.: Convoy i<'-.34 (6 KVa) was to depart

Caloundra 1100/13*
(2) “BlfllBIET" escorting Convoy PG.34A ("WILLIAM ESNT" "PAUL SEVERS” "PORT CAROLINE")

was to dbpart Brisbane oSSo/lS.
(3) "WASRAJMUSA" escorting "fOBSIA®* departed Sydney 0?0Q/12*

,riVAHRAi:iM*A" providing ©scort for tm  dajs. "POEELAI.D" en route U.S. 
n¥iAHRMIlEMiAM to procced Brisbane on completion of escort ctetios. ETA.1200/15*

(4) •TXXmk* escorting D.C.70 (8 MVs) was to depart Pert Phillip 2300/12 for 
RV with "R0CH8AMFT0H"I "TAKDRA" who ar® to take over escort of convoy 
to Port Kssfcla, Sydney and Newcastle. 

(5) "GMPIK" escorting Conwy STjl ("KATOOHBA* SAHARA") departed bydney U34/10 
for Tflsmsville. i^A.G33o/2X.

(b) In L arbour t

Sydney .  Warships & Anx. - "US IRICfcSPHAHT" “DOBS®" "DBUSAUBP "MILDURA" TOG A" 
W E S B I" "KIZAR" "8YBRA" “GOLD STAB* "SIOTER" "BffiGAREE" YDG.2. 

(Repairing) - "AUSTRALIA” "ME?? ORLEANS" "HEHXSI* "ARUTTA* "HDVBI* "AlilEKA*
•mmmis*

(In S*aerw>- "MANOQBA" "WES18ALIA*
ISelhourne - IsrAips & % x . - "SPREJGBAlE" "ATHENE"

(Refitting )- *?immiAmooU>.

(c) Proposed tkftrg-icntst

(1) •KBBffil* on arrival Sydney to totk up and tiience sail fa* Tows^lle.
(2) "MILDURA" (ex Newcastle) and «MQRESBT(«k  Sydney) escorting 0X0JJ 1  (9  m a) 

iffD. Kewcastle 0500/13*



SOUTH PuCIflC AiU .̂.

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6 ) 
(7)

(I) ALLIED FCRGBS.

At Vanikoro - BALIARD (AY)
At Espiritu Santo - MINNEAPOLIS (CA) AdlllUS (CEL) LA VALETTE CEAIS® COT

sa m m s  (dd) gi&tiss mackikac takgier (a?) thorrtojs (avd) 
am is (ad) hiagara (pg) pyro (as) vestal (ar) fred.W8smh
JOHH F1H  1.P.RIDDLE (AP) STRE'iGKAif MAR LET (APD) AEDKRARAR Al£3iHA
TAGANAK ALGQRAB CABIHA <Al) ARCTIC (AF) M2PS10GK BXQSHO (AO)
kavajo (at) cornier (am) i f . 290 Tp.517 ip .518.

At Noumea - LAR80OM2E BUCHnKAK B M Y m  WHSCH GRAXSCK TRElfcR fURPHI 
STRONG S O T  JEMIRS MeCAWIEI (DD) FBaSETHEOS (AR)
mam (as) lasses (ab) w a m i  (ad) fuller crescent cm  (ap)
KEJGFISHER SEVILLE MEBC121I fOMAlHAOT ARIDED CASTOR (AK)
TRIOR (APR) SCKtt̂ A (AT) SUAMIOD (AC) ARD.2 YP.239.

At Suva - POCGMJXE (A?) SHAH (I®) TALAMKGA (AF) HeEEAR (APD)
AKTARES (AK) CATALFA KOSEWOOD (IK) ADROIT (AM) MEMMC1EE (AT).

At Guadalcanal area - JAMESTOf? (PG) BD80LIKK (AM) LOCUST (IK) WARDAKK (IT)
MATAI W k  TUI (A/S VESSELS) WEB© (All) QRTOLAM (ASS) WCMCEKE PHELFS(AO) 
STRATFORD (AF)

At Vila - ARDS820R (DD) KESCKBS PLATTS (AO) RIGEL (AR) RQAI3BL 
IttfTTERHUT (HI) PC.746 PC.477 PG.479 KITTXHA^

At Auckland - HG6G1&I (A.M .C.) EBCMI (IN) IIOURT VEXSCH (AF) SOLACE (AK) 
Refitting - L^UJDER (CL)
At WeLlingtect - GAR3EYQ0RT (ID) PRES .ADA® FRES.JAOKSCK PRES.HAEBS (AF)
At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (CL)

II. MVAI BJCmtTS. Nil#

(1) strong eoasolMation advanced positions S.#*F*A* p* rticuiarly Central 
& Northern Solomons - Barth coast Rear Guinea - S.W.coast Dutch Rev 
Guinea - Tisacr/Ar&fUra Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive against ©astern Hew Guinea area,

(3) Possible attempt to occupy iierswke.

Possible diversionary action from the Marshalls*

(5) Increased offensive submarine activity*

A — *
For A/Director, C.O.I.C* 
G.IV,.. S«W,P_̂ A*.

13/2/43.
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Effective1 , r-ASTSfiK SKCTIOH

"8” Cpulsars 

6 f* Cruisers

Armed ker chart Cr-.isers 

Flotilla leaders

Destroyers

Hon-e ffe  c tive

Subraarines

Submarine Tender 
De a trover :ender 
Gunboats

^ ^ i l e r s

( i } Allied Forces;

AUSTRALIA
POBTUkKE
HOBART
•20F.1IX

AH“ETA 
wAK lAfitlHGA
L.a TiH OJiPKANT 
SSLf tiEDGE 
PATTSliSOH 
KI2LM
EAL -H TALBOT 
BAGLET 
MXFGPOKD 
STUART 
VSKDETTA } 
GiiA^BACK )) 
GHEKKLIBG } 
lAtTPILUS ) 
TSITOS } 
ALSACQuE 
AMBER JACK 
A3CCUAUT 
GATO
CiiAlv; *O S

3H0 Lrli 
CHOUPEK 
U UARDPISH 
SNAPPER 
SVORBFISK 
TTJRA 
.7AHOO 
K .9
FULTON
POBBB?
TULSA
jeelo

AASE MAI2ESIC 
BISHQ PMLE 
wm msA  
VICTORIA

HE" ORLEANS

'AXOOltA )
ST'vAtlA )

HF«LEY

On reserve

At Brisbane

On Patrol

At Sydney

( l i ) Bnar^; Forces;

CinC Combined Fleet
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force)
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6tb Fleet ( Sub* rloss)
5-6 Battleships (BE) Y.&lhTO

i

(Truk-Jalul t-Bi saar cks-Soloraona ]

WJr«SO
MOAT 0 
3AHJ MA 
KQHG-0

_ Aircraft uarrier (CV) ZWISA1SD
2-3 Converted A/G Curriera (XCV) 2UIBO

riAYATAKA
HITAKA (nose. Home Waters) 

3 Atud liars A/C Carriers (ACV) US3YO )
CBCYO ) r,«p^ lnS OTAKA



H e a ^  Cruisers {CA)
( prob. 8 © f  f e c ti ve)

MOGAMI (ba% sunk 14/11) 
SUZtiYA ) poss. sunk 
MYQKO ) 13-M /l l

7 lifcht cruisers (CL)

ATAGO 
TAKAO
TONF, 
ilK O ’A
m o m
HAG OHO 
c:l:Ol?AI 
KTJKAHO
A DBA. ( do ub t fu l )
ISTETU 
M O R I  
KASEBJA 
HACARA 
TESfKYU 
01
KIT AGA’.-1

1 or 2 converted light cruisers (XCL)
Approx 27 submarines (S3)
Approx 40-45 destroyers (Du)
4 Seaplane Carriers (AV) C. EIT03E

AKITSU SKIMA 
HISSKIN 
KAMO I

9 Converted s /?  Tenders (XAV)
Several Sutnar ine Tmder
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3,000 fcons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub .Chasers, MTB*s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 323 shore-based aircraft incl. 117 F, 130 B» 22 F/B, 36 F /P ,

18 Ob&n. or transport aircraft.

ESTaKR

(i) Allied freest

6 m Cruiser 
Flotilla Leader 
A .A . Ship
Armed Merchant Cruiser 
Destroyers

s/ p Tenders

SulaB&rlne Tender 
Submarines

FAST IHPIfrS - PHILIPPINES

(1) Allied /orceat 

6 sub®. fines on patrol stations in China Saa or HEI area (see above}

(ii 5 Ene.-ny Force a:

C*s In C 1 t, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet 
1 heavy cruiser (CA) A SPIOARA
3 licht cruisers (CL) &A3BII EATORI (damaged 21 /1)

SUM
1 converted light cruiser (XCL)
Approx 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 atibma ines (S3)
1 Seaplane Carrier (AV) NOT ORO
1 Converted s/p Tender (JAV) .
Approx 175 shore-based aircraft Incl, 79 F, 56 B, 24 F/P, 36 transoort a/c

ADELAIDE
T :\(M?

mn  BB3££SKERK
ka :.:z  via

'IJMii HIDDES 
VAN GAL Elf 
HE HON
i. i>. PtdSSTOBf 

CHILES 
PELIA3 
UKAYLISa 
OKBEADXER 
GUDGEOH 
THKSSKSR 
XftOUT 
K.12
GAR )
TAMEOB ) 
TAOTOG ) 
F.S )

On Patrol

it Fremantle



GKITTKAf A.; I [IC P. iEA Effective Eon-effective

V
Battleships

Converted a / c carrier 
O” Cruisers

(i) Allied Forcest

IDAHO
PEEHSfLVAIIA 
HEVADA 
LOBG ISLAND

Destroyers 
Subnft rines

Cin C t  t Fleet 
£•5 Battle si,ips (BJ )

15 (approx)
2 2 Upprox)

(ii)  Bnesiy Forces?

1 Aircraft Carrier (OV)
2 light cruisers (CL)

4 Converted s/p  Tenders (XAV)
6 Old Armoured Cxn-isers (OCA)

I S
FU30
YAWA-:iF.TH0
HYUGA

ABUK1SMA
sekdai

•
 App rox 30 Destroyers and Gunboats (DD ; 
Approx 27 Submarine a (SS)

)

C . SOU I a-:RH PA n o  A • A

Bat tIf ships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a/ o Carriers

8h Cruisers

6 ’* Cruisers

5” Cruisers

Destroyers
Armed Merchant Cruisers

(i) Allied 'o^ces;

If® fAAA 
VASKriOTQW 
HOOT  CAROLINA 
iSASYLAUD 
^i:sai3iii?Pi 
HE.V sL XICO 
$fi TKfifUI JK 
SARATOGA 
NASSAU 
A Li* A A; A 
CG-'AJiEE 
CA: &JAKGO 
3b .-JAKffiE 
3AMCAMOK 
wIKlfiAP OL IS 
LOUT STILLE 
^KHITA 
CHICAGO 
ItHLENA 
HONOLULU 

3T. LOTUS 
NASHVILLE 
COLUtCBIA 
CIEVELAHD 
MG3TFELLIER 
DENVER 
ACKHLES
sam r isoo
3Aw' JUAS 
4.5 (approx)
£0210 U 1 
kl:.QmiA

- 3 -

?KST Via&IKIA 
CALIFORNIA
fEHKESSBE

SJLT IAKS CITY 
SAM FKA9C IoC O 
IKDIAi A- OL IS

SBOKAEU

le a : dee



?

MGRfMERN PACIFIC AtiEA ■—1-.- " ■ ....... ' .....

6 tt CPUisers

10 D@3t?0-J€?2*S 
10 Submarines

T*'festive

( i ) Alllect forces?

T»FTi» IT
:;a i .n  vh

Hon~effec tive

(ii )  i;r.err,~ yqeeai

GiiiC Sth lee t 
2 1 lglit cruisers (&x& CL)

Approx 4 ^stroyers (uD) 
Approx 7 Stiora&r iiiea (S3)

TAT'A
KI.jG

SOOTHEArri IC AREA

(H# Honshu-Cut* .11 ©a-Aleutians)

(i) Alllee brcea;

6 ” Cru iers c vcaiD 
I'lSsrrTON 
PICHWCKP

IEDIAR yCEJ:I. *u£A

Bafcfclesh.

( i } Allied Forces?

Aircraft Carrier 
Se&p l&na Carrier 
8 H Cmisers

7.5 » «s&sers

6° Cruise- -s

Armed Merchant Cruisers

A.A . Ship
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Subiaarines

*
jK

to
X

»  Note j 

( i i )  B-e

at a r:r.
u£ PCLUTION 
I'. ; X vj*,.- IE O
vitvekge

PiOYAL SCAfFREIGN 
TLT.TJ STHI 01! S
ATjBAT'iD ss

Dl-AWliSHIKE
xxxm z  3EOR0103 AVER OFF (Greek)
SAwnus 
FiiGBISHBR 
F:Aj KITIUS x
C-iW L:'-IA *
BIRMINGHAM *
EB2KRM 1SE 
LIVER ?00L 
ISAGOH 
CAPETOWN 
CAL&TOV
SWATRA (Dutch)
AFAVNXA
CAitTHA: 2 
C Oi-.FU
cl'xtr&
rtANPu hA
i a. cm.
ffCKi&KSTKRSLIHE 
CARLISLE

Present location uncertain 

r Forces $

GLASGOW 
EMERALD 
DA HIE
d a ; ktless

DURBAN
©EKES
CARADCC

Approx 3 Subtaariises

- 4 -



MOST SECRET

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

14th February, 1943

I .  DISPOSITIONS ALLIED fr ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1 . NORTH EASTERN AREA

(1 )
( 2 )

(3

(4

(5

(6

(7

<8

(9

(10
(11

(12

(13

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/l4 :

"WHYALLA" "STELLA" "POLARIS” on survey duty.
"LATROHE" escorting "SWARTENHONDT" from Oro Bay to Port 

Moresby ETA 0030/15.
"COLAC" escorting "WILLIS VAN DEVENTER" and "JASON LEE"

dep. Port Moresby 1900/12 ETA Townsville 0200/15*
"BROOME" assisting "COORABIE" which is abound in position 

gOgg , 5 t S 149 34*5 *E*
"VENDETTA" "CASTLEMAINE" esccr ting "BISHOFDALE" departed 

Thursday Is. 0710/13 for Darwin ETA 1530/16.
"STUART" escorting "MACUMBA" "GENERAL VERSPIJCK" "JOSEPH HOLT" 

"MONTORO” to Port Moresby was due 1000/14*
"TULSA" towing 4 PTs departed Brisbane 1015/7 for (Mrns and 

Milne Bay.
"GOULBUEN " returning to Brisbane for boiler clean after 

escorting "DAVID BUSHNELL" towards Whitsunday 
Passage.

"GEELONG" escorting Convoy GP34 ("ADMIRAL CHASE" "MANGOLA"
"ADMIRAL HALSTEAD'1) to vicinity Whitsunday Passage.
Three vessels then to proceed independently to 
Townsville.

"GYMPIE" en route Brisbane after escort duty v&th H.T."XAT00MBA".
"HELM* "BAGLEY" departed Caloundra 1025/13 to carry out

exereises with submarine to seaward of Cape Moreton.
To proceed Sydney 14/2 ETA 16/2 .

"&APUNDA" "BOWEN" departed Caloundra 1822/13 for exercises 
with submarine to seaward of Cape Moreton.

13 submarines on patrol*

("b) In Harbour:

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay

Port Moresby -

Thursday Is* 
Cairns

Townsville

Palm Island 

Brisbane

(Repairing)

Warships & Aux. - "KATOOMBA"
Merchant Vessels: "BANTAM"
Warships & Aux. - "GLENELG" "PIRIE" "HILO"

4 PI«s
Merchant Vessels : "JANSSENS" "VAN DEN BOSCH"

"VAN SPILBERGEN" "GEORGE W .McCRARY" "VAN DER 
LIJN" "FRANCIS LEWIS", approx 50 small craft 

Merchant Vessels: "PORT MAi " "HENRY DEARBORN"
approx 20  small craft.

Warships & Aux. - "KALGOORLIE"
Warships & Aux. - "SWAN" SC.744 "PLATYPUS" 

"BENDIGO" 17 PT’ s (2 refitting)
Warships & Aux. - "BALLARAT" "ECHUCA" "YUNNAN"

(A .S .I .S .)  "AASE MAERSK"
Warships & Aux. - "PHOENIX" "HOBART" "PATTERSON" 

"SELFRIDGE" "HUGFORD" "RALPH TALBOT" "MERKUR" 
Warships & Aux. - "FULTON" "MAKUNDA (Hospital Ship) 

"VICTORIA" SC.7^6 3C.748 "P0YANC-" (A .S .I .S .)  
YMS.9 YMS.49 YMS.50 2 PT's 

"LITHGOW"

X

(c ) Pronosed Movements:
% ' ..........  ■ ~nni. n mm ............................................................— —

(1) "STUART" on arrival Moresby to return Townsville with
"PORTJAR" p.m. 13/2 .

(2) Task Group 44 .7  "(PHOENIX" "MUGFORD" "PATTERSON") to proceed 
Brisbane 15 /2 .

- 1 -



(3) "KALCOORLIE" to escort "MULIAM" "ISLANDER" from Thursday
Island to Darwin on arrival "ISLANDER" at Thursday 
Island*

(4) Convoy TN36 - "ECHUCA" escorting "DAVID BUSHNELL*1 "KARSIK"
"CLEVELAND ABBE" "BALIKPAPAN" "VAN HEEMSKERK" to 
depart Townsville 13*00/l4 . "SWAN" to RV off Pitzroy 
Island at 0700/15, and provide additional escort 
ETA Port Moresby 120C/l7.

(5) Convoy TN37 - "BALLARAT" escorting "KATOC&JBA" "MANGOLA"
"XDMIRAL CHASE" "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" " YARRA" to depart 
Townsville 1300/l6 . "BENDIGO" to RV off Fitzroy Is. 
at 0700/17. Convoy to split at oosition 11 °50 , S, 
147°55*E at 2230/l 8 .  "BENDIGO" to escort "KA TO 0MB A !f 
"MANGOLA" "ADMIRAL CHASE" to Port Moresby ETA 1630/19. 
"BALLARAT" to e scort "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" "YAORA" to 
Milne Bay ETA 2000/l9.

(6) "GEELONG" after escorting 3 MV to vicinity of Whitsunday
Passage to RV with "CANBERRA" at noon 15/2 and escort 
her back to Brisbane,

(ii )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) Guadalcanal - The Commanding General estimated enemy casualties
for the rinal offensive on Guadalcanal include 6066 dead and 
127 prisoners.

(2) Kew Georgia - (a) Natives report 10 barges arrived Vella
Lave 11a dawn 12/2 from the SE.

(b) Gontinued enemy aircraft activity observed
over Iringlla, Munda and Mundi Mundi 
during 13/2 .

(c) The two destroyers and cargo vessel reported
12/2 as probably en route Vila were observ
ed early morning 13/2 off Sokovovi Point, 
Vella Lavella, making for Faisi. This 
force was unsuccessfully attacked by Soupac 
aircraft on 12/2 and probably reached the 
Vila base during the night 12/13*

(3) Buin-Faisi - Aircraft report sighting at 0840/13 one light
cruiser, 5 destroyers and 9 cargo vessels In Buin-Faisi area.

(4) Buka - A small cargo vessel which departed Buka Passage on a
southerly course via east coast was la3t observed off 
Tinputz Harbour at 1400/l2.

(5) Wewak - A B.17 reports sighting at Wewak midday 13th one light
cruiser, one destroyer, one large carp;o vessel (12-15,000 tons) 
and 3 small cargo vessels (1,000 tons).

(6) Wau-Subo - (a) Report dated 1800/12 states enemy is occupying
a camp In vicinity of Wipaining.

(b) A similar report states Kobiak Creek area was 
clear of Japanese at 1515/12.

(7) Mitchell River - At 1430/12 a probably enemy floatplane was
observed near the mouth of the Mitchell River, Cape York 
Peninsula.

2. NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/l 4 :

(1) 6 submarines on patrol.

(b) in Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "WILCANNIA"
Merchant Vessels* "FINGAL" "ALDINGA"

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

Merauks - Dad ng forenoon 13/2  one twin floatplane dropped 2 H .E. 
boibs on Merauke township. No damage. After making two runs, 
It departed on NW course. 5 natives killed, 3 others injured*

- 2 -



(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 12 00/14;

(1) 11 ADELAIDE” escorting ’’MAURETANIA" departed Preman tie OGIO/IO.
To escort to position 25°22*S, l00o01*E. "ADELAIDE" 
to return Fremantle.

(2) "TJERK HIDDES" departed Gerald ton 1145/11 for Fremantle.
(3) "CHILDS” departed Geraldton 2000/12 for Exmouth Gulf.

(b) In Harbour?

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - ”TR0MP" "VAK GALEN" !iVAN HEEMSKER
"ISOBEL" "HOliSHAM" '’WALLAROO” "DUBBO" "PELIAS" 
"KANIMBLA* "TRINITY” "WHIPPOORWILL" "WAHGAKELLA" 
(Hospital Ship)

Geraldton - Warships & Aux. - "HERON"
Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "PRESTON* "LARK" "WAHREGO"

"IHVERELL"
Me reliant Vessels: "MAETSUYCKER"

(e) Proposed Movements:

"WARREGO" "IHVERELL" to escort "MAETSUYCKER" to Darwin 
vihen ready.

4 . EASTERN 5c. SOUTHERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/l4s

(1) "TOWNSVILLE” "ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN" escorting Convoy PG34
f  JAMES COOK" "STAGEN" "KURUMBA" ’’STEPHEN G±RARD"
"AROOKA" "3E0RGF. M.LIVANOS") departed Caloundra 
1546/13 ETA Newcastle 2300/l5; Sydney 0400/16.

(2) "BUNBURY" escorting Convoy PG34A ("WILLIAM KENT" "PAUL REVERE"
for Newcastle; "TOW CAROLINE" for Sydney) departed 
Brisbane 0815/13 ETA Newcastle,0500/15; Sydney 0900/15.

(3) "BILDURA" "MORESBY" escorting Convoy 0071 from Sydney,
(4) "WARRAMUKQA* was to part company wife *vp6rTLAND" a.m. 14/2 and

proceed to Wellington. To escort "NOORDAM" from 
Wellington to Brisbane.

(5) "ROCKHAMPTON® "YANDRA* escorting Convoy PC70 (8 MV) for Port
Kernbla, Sydney and Newcastle. ‘

(6) "MIZAR" departed Sydney 0733/13 for Brisbane ETA 1730/14.

(b) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "LE TRIOMPHANT" "DOBBIN"
"DEBORAHS®** "WAGGA" "KIBRA" "GOLD STAR"
" SUMNER" "BUNGAREE" YDG . 2 

(Repairing) "AUSTRALIA" "NEW ORLEANS" "HENLEY" "ARUNTA"
"HOVEY" "AIHEHA" "BUNDABERG”

(In Reserve) "MANOORA" "WESTRALIA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "SPRINGDALE" "ATHENE" "DOOMBA" 

(Refi tti ng) "WARRNAMB 00L"

(c) Proposed Movements:

"BUNBURY" on arrival Sydney to work up and thence sail 
for Townsville.

5^  jOUTH WESTERN AREA

*•* 3 «*



fcUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIES FQrCCES

1) At Vanlkoro - BALLARD (AV)
2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) SAN DIEGO ACHILLES (CL)

TREVER MORRIS ELLET I’UGBES MUSTIN RUSSELL LA VALETTE 
SOUTHARD (DD) CURTISS MACKINAC TANGIER (AY) DIXIE (AD) 
NIAGAiiA (PG) FYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) FRED.FUNSTAH 
W.P.BIDDLE (AP) STRINGHAM HUMPHREYS (APD) ALDEBARAN 
ALCHIBA TAGAHAK ALGORAB CARINA (AK) ARCTIC (AF) NEOSHO 
WHEPTSTOCK PATUXENT (AO) NAVAJO (AT) CONFLICT (AM) YP. 290 
YP.517 YP* 518

(S) At Noumea - SARATOGA (CV) WASHINGTON NORTH CAROLINA INDIANA (BB)
SAN JUAN (CL) DRAYTON GRAYSON MURPHY GRIDLEY STRONG 
SMITH DUNLAP FANNING BALCH SAUFLEY CRAVEN McCALL 
MAURY CASE CUMMINGS JENKINS (DD) PROMETHEUS (AR)
ARGONNE (AS) LASSEN (AE) WIHTNEY (AD) FULLER CRESCENT 
CITY (A?) KINGFISHER NEVILLE MERCURY ARIDED CASTOR (AK) 
TRYON (A?H) SONOMA (AT) SUAMICO TALLULAH CIMARRON (AO) 
ADROIT (AM) PREBLE (DM) ARD.2 YP.239.

(4) At Suva - POCOMOKE (AV) SHAW (DD) TALAMANCA (AP) McKEAN (APD) 
ANT ARES (AK) CATALPA ROSEWOOD (YN) MENOMINEE (AT)

\ (5) At Nandi - NEW MEXICO MISSISSIPPI MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) 
MAHAN WOODWORTH MeCALLA LANG (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)

(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN (PG) BOBOLINK (All) LOCUST (YN)
WAHDANK (YT) MATAI MOA TUI (A/S Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) 
ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) STRATFORD (AP )

(7) At Vila - CHENANGO SUWANNEE SANGAMON (ACV) FRAZIER EDWARD
ANERSON (DD) NE3CHE3 PLATTE (AO) RI GEL (AR) ROOMER 
BUTTERNUT (YN) PS.476 PC.477 PC.479 KTFTYHAWK

(8) At Auckland - MONOWAI (A.M.C) EBONY (YN) MOUNT VERNON (AP)
SOLACE (AH)

Refitting - LEANDER (CL)
(9) At Wellington - PRES. ADM 3 PRES.JACKSON PRES. HA YES (AP)

(10) At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (CL)

I I I .  E E a Y 1S PHDBiBLE NEXT1 MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W .P.A.
particularly Central & Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea - 3 .W.coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Isi ands.

(2) Possible offensive against eastern New Guinea

(3) Possible attempt to occupy Merauke.

(4) Borjiiiblo ^UyciiPolrinfflTij aotidiin the MaaahaMLs .

(5) Increased offensive submarine activity.

I I . NAVAL INCIDENTS

NIL.

area.

For
G.H.Q . , S. W. P.A.

14/2/43
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A P P E N D I X

DAI LY APPKEGIATION-PAC IFIC & INDIA OCEAN NAVAL A CTIVITSY

A. SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. EASTERN SECTION

8” Cruisers
6 n Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Oilers

Effective 

(!)  Allied Forces:

AUSTRALIA
HOBART
PHOENIX

AKUNTA
WARRAMUNGA
LE TRIOMPHANT
SELFRIDGE
PATTERSON
HELM
RALPH TALBOT 
EAGLET 
MUGFORD 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
GREENLING 
NAUTILUS 
TRITON 
ALB AC ORE 
AMBERJACK 
ARGONAUT 
GATO 
GRAMPUS 
GRAYBACK 
GROWLER 
GROUPER 
GUARDFISH 
SNAPPER 
SWORDFISH 
TUNA 
WAHDO 
K.9
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO
AASF, MAERSK 
BISHOPDiLE 
KURliMBA 
VICTORIA

Non-effective

HEW ORLEANS

MANOORA
WESTRALIA

On Reserve

HENLEY

)
) At Brisbane

)
)

On Patrol

At Sydney

(ii) Enemy F o c e s : (Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force)
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
5-6 Battleships (BB) YAMATO

MUSASHI
MUTSU
NAGATO
HARUNA
KONGO

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV) ZUIKAKU
2-3 Converted A/c Carriers (XCV)ZUIHO

HAYATAKA
HITAXA (poss. Home Waters)

3 Auxiliary A/C Carriers (ACV) UNYO ) _  .
CHU3TO ) Ferrying OTAKA



Heavy Cruisers (CA) 
(prob. 0 effective)

^  7 light cruisers (CL)

AT AGO
TAXAO
TORE
TIKUMA
NACHI
HAGURO
CHOKAI
FUMANO
AOBA (doubtful)
ISUZU
KATORI
KASKIMA
HAGAHA

Effective

MOGAMI (bel. sunk 14 /ll) 
8T3ZUYA ) poss. sunk 
MYOKO ) 13-14 /ll

Bon-erxeet,xvs)

TENRYTJ
01
KITAGAMI

1 or 2 converted light cruisers (XCL)
Approx 27 submarines (3S)
Approx 40-45 destroyers (DD)
4 Seaplane Carriers (AY) CKITOSE

AKITS0SHB1&
KISS PUN 
KAMOI

9 Converted s/p Tenders (XAV)
Several Submarine* Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB*s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 323 shore-based aircraft incl. 117 F, 130 B, 22 P/B, 36 F/P ,

18 Oban, or transport aircraft.

2, WESTERN SECTION

6” Cruiser 
Flotilla Leader 
A ,A . Ship
Armed Merchant Cruiser 
Destroyers

s/p Tenders

Submari ne T en der 
Submarines

(1) Allied Forces;

ADELAIDE
TKGMP
VAN HEEMSKERK 
KANIM.uLA 
TJ2KK HIDDES 
VAN GAL EH 
HERON
’A’. B. PRESTON 
CHILDS 
PELIAS 
flMfLIKJ )
GRENADIER )
GUDGEON ) „ , , 
THRESHER ) 0n Jatr°l  
TROUT )
K.12 )
GAR )

TA “BOR 5 ^  Freman tie
TAITTOG )
K.8 )

3. EAST IUKIES - PHILIPPINES

(i) Allied Forces:

6 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see above)

(ii) Ene:-:--y Forces 1

C*s in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fie et 
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASHIGARA
3 lie-ht cruisers (CL) KA3HII NATORI (damaged. 21 /1 )

KUMA
1 converted li^bt cruiser (XCL)
Approx 1G destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (Ss)
1 Seaplane Carrier (AV) N0T0R0
1 Converted s/p Tender (XAV) .
Apop ox 175 shore-based aircraft incl. 79 P, 56 B, 24 p/p, 16 transport

aircraft.
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CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

Concerted a / c Carrier 
Auxiliary a/ c Carriers

8” Cruisers

Destroge rs 
Submarines

CiiiC 1st Fleet 
4-5 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 light cruisers (CL)

Effective

( i ) Allied Forces:

IDAHO
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA 
LONG ISLAND 
NASSAU 
ALT A M  HA 
COPAEEE

15 (approx) 
23 (approx)

( i i ) ?cr ce3;

ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA

ABUKUMA
SENDAI

4 Converted s/p Tenders (XAV)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers and Gunboats (DD & PG) 
Approx 27 Submarines (SS)

Non-effective

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

SALT IAKE CITY 
SAN FRANCISCO 
INDIAIIAP OLIS

SIIOKAKU

SOUTHERN PACIFIC AREA

(i)

Battle ships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a/ c Carriers

8" Cruisers 

6" Cruisers

5n Cruisers

Destroyers
Armed Merchant Cruisers

Allied Forces?

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
NORTH CAROLINA
MARYLAND
COLORADO
MISSISSIPPI
NEW MEXICO
ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA
CHENANGO
SU.VAKNEE
SANGAMON
MINNEAPOLIS
LOUISVILLE
WICHITA
CHICAGO
HELENA LEANDER
HONOLULU
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CIE VELAND '
MONTHS LLIER 
DENVER 
ACHILLES 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN JUAJ

4 5 (approx)
MONOffAZ
ASCANIA

- 3 -
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p . NORTHERN lViCI-TC AftEA

6*' Cruisers

10 Destroyers
10 Submarines

CinC 5th Fleet 
2 light cruisers (Cl,)

(1) Allied Forces:

DETROIT
RALEIGH

Effective Kon-effec tl ve

(i i ) Ehe-iy Forces; (1 .Honshu^Kuriles-Aleutiana)

TAKA
KISO

E ,

Approx 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (3S)

southeastern  .p a c if ic  area

(ii)  Allied Forces:

t
6” Cruisers

INDIAN OCuAN AULA

Battle ships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 ,f Cruisers

7*5” Cruisers

6 n Cruisers

CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

(i) Allied Forces:

Armed iJerchant Cruisers

A.A. Ship
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

Approx o  Submarines

*AR SPITE
RESOLUTION

* RA LILLIES
REVENGE

m ROYAL SOVEREIGN
X ILLUSTRIOUS

ALBATROSS
fs'Cn m T.T CUT Wt?
* '.i, 1 •/ -Vi ' P.JL,-*

a GEORGIOS AVEROBP (Greek)

HANKINS
PROBISEER
KAURITIUS M GLASGOW
GAHBIA M EMERALD
BIRMINGHAM M DANAE
ENTERPRISE DAUNTLESS
LIVERPOOL . DURBAN

}* DRAGON
CAPETOWN

CERES
CARADOC

St CA LSD Oil
* SUMATRA (Dutch) 

ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE

* CORFU 
C HIT.RAL 
RANPURA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

M CARL. ISLE

st Note: Present location uncertain*

(ii) Enemy .Forces:

- 4 -



MOSr SECRET

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

15th February,1943

III

I .  DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENKiiY NAVAL FORCES

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1, NORTH EASTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/l5s

(1) Task Groups 44 .5  ("HOBART’1 *SELFRIDGE" "RALPH TALBOT” ) and 
X 44 .7  ("PHOENIX” "PATTERSON” "MUGFORD") were to

depart Palm Island 0300/l 5  for exercises. At 0930/15 
Task Group 44.5 with "MERKUK" was to proceed Dunk Is . 
and was due 1200. Task Group 44.7 was to proceed 
Brisbane ETA a.m. 17 /2 . "AASE MAERSK" was to depart 
Palm Island 0900A 5 for Townsville ETA 1300/15. 

"WHYALLA" "STELLA” "POLARIS” on survey duty.
”BROOME" assisting "COORABIE" which is aground in position 

9 °2 9 .5 1S, 149 34*5 ,E.
(4) "STUART® escorting " PORTMAR" departed Port Moresby 1443/14 

for Townsville ETA 0600/l7 .
(5) "COLAC” escorting "WILLIS VAN DEVENTER” and M JASON LEE” dep. 

Port Moresby 1900/12, aas due Townsville 0200/15.
(G) "GYMPIE" escorting "WILLIS VAN DEVENTER” ” JASON LEE” was to 

depart Townsville 0700/l5 for Brisbane ETA 2100/17. 
(Notes "GYMP3E" was previously instructed to return 

Brisbane after escorting "B&TOOMBA" towards 
Townsville. This Instruction was not received by 
"GYMPIE" which arrived Townsville escorting H .T . 
"KATOOMBA" 1826/14.)

(7) "GEELONG" was to part company with Convoy GP54 ("ADMIRAL 
CHASE” "MANGOLA" "ADMIRAL HAL STEAD,k )' at 2359/34. To 
RV with "CANBERRA” 1600/l5 and escort to Brisbane. 
"ADMIRAL CHASE” "MANGOLA” "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" to 
proceed independently to Townsville.

(8) ”TULSA” towing 4 PT*s departed Brisbane 1015/7 for Cairns 
and Milne Bay.

(9) "ECliUCA" escorting Convoy TN36 (”DAVID BUSHNELL" ”KARSIKn 
"CLEVELAND'iBE11"SSLIKPAPAN” ”VAN HEEMSKERK") dep. 
Townsville 1400/l4. "SWAN" wa^bo RV off Fitzroy Is. 
at 0700/15 and provide additional escort ETA Port 
Moresby 1200A 7 .

(10) 13 submarines on patrol.

(h) In Harbour:

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. - "KATOOMBA”
Merchant Vessels: "BANTAM"

Milr» Bay - Warships & Aux. - "GLENELG" ” PIRIE" "HILO”
4 PT*s

Merchant Vessels: "JANSSENS" "VAN DEN BOSCH”
"VAN SPILBERGEN" "GEORGE W .McCRARY" "VAN 
DER L1JN” "FRANCIS LEWIS” , approx 50 small 
craft.

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - "LATROBE”
Merchant Vessels: "HENRY DEARBORN" "JOSEPH HOLT" 

"GENERAL VERSPIJCK” "MACUMBA" "M0NT0R0" 
"SWARTEHHONDT", approx 20 small craft. 

Thursday Is . - Warships & Aux. - "KALGOORLIE”
Cairns - ’Varships k Aux. - SC.744 "PLATYPUS” "BENDTOO",

17 PTfs (2 refitting) 
Townsville - Warships & Aux. - "BALLARAT" "YUNNAN” (A .S .I .S .)  
Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "KAPUNDA" "BCWEN" "FULTON"

"MANUNDA" (Hospital Ship) "VICTORIA” SC.746 
SC.748 "P O M G "  (A .S .I .S .)  ”MIZAR" YMS.9 
YMS.49 YMS.50 2 FI's  

(Repairing) "LITHGOf” "GOULBURN"



(c) Proposed Movements?

(1) "LATROBE" to RV with "B8ERN00" "LADY ISOBEL" at Stephen Is .
0800/16 and escort to Port Moresby.

(2) "KALOOORLIE" escorting "ISLANDER” "MULIAKA" to depart
Thursday Island 1500/15 for Darwin ETA 2130/19 .

(3) Convoy TH37 - "BALLARAT" escorting "KATOOMBA" "MANGOLA
"ADMIRjflL CHASE" "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" "YARRA" to depart 
Townsville 1300 /lu . "BENDIGO" to RV off Fitzroy Is . 
at 0700 /l7 . Convoy to split at position 11°50 »S, 
147°55 'E  at 2230 /l8 , "BENDIGO" to escort "KATOOMBA 
"MANGOLA" "ADMIRAL CHASE" to Port Moresby ETA 1630 /19 . 
"BAILARAT" to escort "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" "YARRA" to 

Milne Bay ETA 2000/19 .

( i i )  EMBAY FORCES

(1) Solomons .
a) B u in ~ 3  destroyers, 10 cargo vessels reported Buin- aial

area by air reconnaissance 1 4 /2 .
b) Buin-New Georgia - The 8000 ton cargo vessel and 2 destroyers

obser\>ed approaching Kolombangara Is . from Buin afternoon 
12th are now reported to have reacted Vila Plantation at 
2130 /12 . This convoy was unsuccessfully attacked by Soupac 
aircraft at 1130 /l3  while returning Faisi from Kolombangara,

( i i )  9 Liberators escorted by Corsairs and Lightnings
attacked a large cargo vessel off Kahili at noon 13 th scoring
3 direct hits yd. th 1000-lb bombs. Vessel loft smoking. Our 
aircraft intercepted by 30 shore-based Zero's and 15 float  
Zsro*s. 8 of our aircraft failed to return. 11 Zero*s shot 

down, 2 others probable.
( H i )  Late afternoon 13th 5 Aircobras and 11 Wildcats 

bombed and strafed Munda scoring hits on A .A . guns, runway 
aid exploding munition dumps, 8 enemy aircraft observed on 
ground but none in the a ir .

E&3?ly ovsniBg same dsy 18 Daunfcless and 3 
Avengers escorted by Wildcats and Aircobras again attacked 
Munda causing large fires . 5 twin-engined bombers and 8 
unidentified aircraft observed on fie ld ,

c) Buka - 2 landing barses were sighted in  Buka Passage by air
1 ̂ ~:eeconnb.i s s c 0 14/2# 0n6 Xarg© cargo vbss©1 between Bou^&in— 

ville and Sohana Island.
(2) Rabaul - Photo reconnaissance Rabaul Harbour noon 14th revealed 

• " " T T wagships and merchant ships in addition to many small

craft as follows -
1 light cruiser

10 destroyers
3 submarines 
1 minesweeper
13 g

51 merchant vessels (totalling 250 ,000  tons)

small craft less than 1000 ton^ach
(b) Fortresses attacking Rabaia early morning 14th 

reDorted sighting at least 10 vessels in Tahlli Bay and 
several ships dispersed around the harbour and in St.Georges 

Channel.
(c) Another 5 vessels including one very large flat top 

vessel, 3 possible light cruisers and 1 possible destroyer 
were reported to be seencff Wide Bay. Special daylight 

reconnaissances reported nil sightings.
(d) 32 Fortresses and 4 B .24*s  were involved xn a heavy 

night raid on the Rabaul area early morning 14 th. Results 

not yet assessed.
(3) Wewak - Photos of shipolne at Wewak taken forenoon 13th reveal 

— rTTamaged destroyer, one 11 ,000  ton transport, 4 small
merchant vessels. They also slew considerable progress 
made in aerodrome area since 6 /1 .

(4) Salamaua - (a) Noon 14th a Lightning observed two steel radio 
-— --- ”  tower NNE of strip at Salamaua,

(b) Allied aircraft attacking Lae morning 14th  
report sighting 6 barges on the beach in 

Bayern Bay.

X
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(5) gmausi River ** A report to 2l00 /l3  states that coast from
Kumusi mouth to Iwaia is now clear of the enemy.

V  

2 .  TO T E  WESTERN AREA

(i) a lli m  forces

(a) At Sea to I 2 Q 0 / l 5 i

(1) "VENDETTA" " CASTLEMAIHE" escorting " BISH 0H)ALE" en rout©
Thursday Island to Darwin ETA 1530/16*

(2) 6 submarines on patrol.

(I)) in Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "WILCANNIA"
Merchant Vessels : "FINGAL" "ALDINGA"

3 . SOUTH WESTEAK AREA

(i) ALLIED FOHCES

(a) At Sea to 12 00 /l5 :

(1) "ADELAIDE" escorting "MAURETANIA" dep. Fremantle 0610 /l0 .
To escort to position 25°22»S , 100°01*E . "ADELAIDE" 
to return Fremantle*

(2 ) "HERON" departed Gerald to 11 1645/14 for Exmouth Gulf.

(b) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "TROMP" "VAN GALEN" 11 VAN
HEEMSKERK" "TJERK HIDDES" "ISOBEL" "HORSHAM" 
"WALLAROO" "DUBBO" "PELIAS" "KANIMBLA"
"TRINITY" "WHIPPOORWILL" " iANGANELLAw (Hospital 
Ship).

Geral dton - Warships &  Aux.
Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "PRESTON" "LARK" "CHILDS"

"WARHEGO" "INVERELL"
Merchant Vessels: "MAETSUYCKER"

(c) Proposed Movements:

"WARHEGO" "INVERELL" to escort "MAETSUTCKER" to Darwin 
when ready.

4 . EASTERN 8: SOUTHERN AREA

(I)  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/lb :

(1) "TOWNSVILLE" "ABRAHAM GRINS SEN" escorting Convoy PG54
("JAMES COOK" "STAGEN" "KURUMBA" "STEPHEN GlHAiJ)" 
"AROONA" "GEORGE M.LIVANOS") departed Caloundra 
1546/13 ETA Newcastle 2300 /l5 ; Sydney 0400 /l6 .

(2) "BUNBUHY" escorting Convoy PG34A was due Sydney 09Q0/15*
(3) "HCT.y" "BAGLEY" en route Srisuai e to Sidney ETA 1 6 /2 .
(4 ) "MILDURA" "MORES 1ST" escorting Convoy C071 from Sydney.
(5) "WARRAMUNGA" was to part company with '‘PORTLAND" a.m . 14/2

and proceed to Wellington. To escort "NOORDAM" 
from Wellington to Brisbane.

(6) "ROCKHAMPTON" "YANDRA" escorting Convoy PC70 (3 MV) for
Port Kembla, Sydney and Newcastle.

(b ) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "LE TKEGMFHANT" "DOBBIN"
"DEL ORA O E "  "WAGGA ” "KYBRA11 "GOLD STAR’ 
"SUMNER" "DUNGAREE" YDG.2

- 6 -



Sydney (Contd .)
(Repairing) - Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA” "KEW ORLEANS*

"HENLEY" "ARUNTAM "HOVEY" "ALHENA" 
"BUNDABERG"

(In Reserve) - Warships & Aux. - "MAEOORA" "WE STRALIAH 
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "SPRINGDALE" "ATHENE"

"DOOMBAB
(Refitting) "WARRNAMBOO L "

(c ) Proposed Movements?

"BUNBUHY" on arrival Sydney to work up and thence sail 
for Townsville.

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA.

(i) AILIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - BALLARD (AV)
(2) At Esciritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) SAN DIEGO NASHVILLE

HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS (CL) LAMSON CHEVALIER 
TAYLOR STRONG TRfiTEH MORRIS ELLET HUGHES MUSTIN 
RUSSELL LA VALETTE SOUTHARD (DD) CURTISS MACKINAC 
TANGIER (AV) DIXIE (AD) NIAGARA (PG) PYRO (AE) VESTAL(AR) 
STKINGHAM HUMPHREYS SANDS MANLEY (APD) ALDEBARAN 
ALCHIBA TAGANAK CARINA (AK) ARCTIC (AP) NEOSHO 
WEI P STOCK PATUXENT (AO) NAVAJO MENOMINEE (AT) CONFLICT (AM) 
YP .290 YP.S17 YP.518

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON NO RTF CAROLINA INDIANA (BB) SAilATOGA (CV)
SAN JUAN (CL) DRAYTON GRAYSON MURPHY LARD NEK SMITH 
DUNLAP FANNING BALCH SAUFLEY CRAVEN McCALL MAURY 
CASE CUMMINGS (DD) HIOMKTHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AS) LASSEN (AE) 
WHITNEY (AD) FULLER CRESCENT CITY (AP) KINGFISHER NEVILLE 
MERCURY ALGORAB ABIDED CASTOR (AK) TRYON (APII)
SONOMA (AT) S"JAMICO TALLULAH CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT (AM) 
PREBLE (DM) ARD.2 Y P .239 .

(4) At Suva - POCOMOKE (AV) SHAW (DD) TALAMANCA (AP) McKEAN (APD)
ANT ARES (AK) CATALPA ROSEWOOD (YN)

(5) At Nandi - NEW MEXICO MISSISSIPPI MARYLAND COLORADO (BB)
MAHAN WOODWORTH McCALLA LANG (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)

(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN ( PG) BOBOLINK (AM) LOCUST (YN)
WANDANK (YT) MATAI MOA TUI (a/ s  Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) 
ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) STRATFORD (AP)

(7) At Vila - WICHITA LOUISVILLE (CA) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER 
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SUWANNEE SANGAMON (ACV)
FRAZIER COMAY WALLER MEADE FLETCHER O’ BANNON 
RADFOHD NICHOLAS EDWARD ANDERSON (DD) NESCHES 
PL-ATTE (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER BUTTERNUT (YN) PC.476 
PC.477 PC.479 KITTYHAWK

(S) At Auckland - ACHILLES (CL) MONOWAI (A .M .C) EBONY (YN)
MOUNT ViiRNON (AP) SOLACE (AH)

Refitting - LEANDER (CL)
(9) At Wellington - PRES.ADAMS PRES.JACKSON PRES.HAYES (AP)

(10) At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (CL)

\

H .  NAVAL INCIDENTS

War la River - On nights of 11th and 12th two allied  motor 
A torpedo boats attacked enemy positions In the Waria

River area. Enemy rifle  and machine gun fire was en
countered first night only.

w 4



V

I I I .  m B Z Y 'S  PROBABLE KEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions
8 .W .P .A . particularly Central & Horthern 
Solomons - North coast Mew Guinea - S.W. 
coast Dutch New Guinea - Timor/Arafura
Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive against eastern Hew
Guinea area.

(3) Possible attempt to occupy Merauke.

(4) Increased offensive submarine activity.

For A/DIKECTCR C .O .I .C  
G .E .(I. , S .W .P .A .

15 /2 /4 3
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A P P E N D I X

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

SQUT^reST P A C M C  Afi A 

EASTERN SECTION

8 ” Cruisers 
6 ” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla  Leaders

Destroyers

Effective

(i)  Allied Forces;

AUSTRALIA
HOBART
PHOENIX

ARUNTA
WARRAMUNGA
LE TRIOMPHMT
SELFRIDGE
PATTERSON
HELM
RALPH TALEOT 
BAGLEY
I'UGFORD

Non-effective

HEW ORLEANS

MANOCHA ) qjj Reserve
WESTRALIA )

IJEIiLKY

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Deatrcy®r Tender 
Gunboa ts

Oilers

STUART 
VENDETTA 
GKEENLING 
NAUTILUS 
TRITON 
ALBACORE 
AL'BKRJAC E 
ARGONAUT 
GATO 
GRAPHS 
GRAYBACK 
GROWLER 
GROUPER 
GUARDFISH 
SNAPPER 

SVOHDFISII 
TUNA 
WAHOO 
K.9
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO
AASE MAERSK 
BIST! OPDALE 
KURUMBA 
VICTORIA

)
) At Brisbane 

)

On Patrol

At Sydney

( i i )  Enemy Forces; (Truk-Saluit-Bismarcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet
CinC 2nd. Fleet (Striking Force)
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC Gth FI eet {Subm&rIne s )
5-6 Battleships (BB) YAMATO

MUSASBI 
MUTSB 
NAG A TO 
HARUNA 
KONGO

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV) Z UIEAKD
2-3 Converted a / c Carriers(XCV) ZUIHO

BAYATAKA
HITAKA (poss. Home Waters)

3 Auxiliary A/C Carii ers (ACV) UNYO )
CHUYO ) y S OTAKA



Heavy Cruisers (CA) 
(p£ob. 8 effective)

7 light cruisers (CL)

1 o p  2 converted light cruisers 
Approx 27 submarines (SS) 
Approx 40-45 destroyers (DD)
4 Seaplane Carriers (AV)

AT AGO
TAXAO
TOME
TIKUMA
jiACin
KAGTJRO
CHO&AI
KUMANO
AOBA (doubtful) 
ISUZU 
KATORI 
KASHIEA 
JTAGARA 
TEEKHU 
01
KITAGAMI
(XCL)

Effective

MO GAM I  (bd. sunk 14 /11 ) 
SUZUYA ) poss. 3unk 
MYOKO ) 13-14/11

Non-effective

C1IIT0SS 
AKIT3USHIMA 
UISSBIN 
EAMOI

9 Converted s/p  Tenders (XAV)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3,00Q tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB’ s , Gunboats, Patrol ^ ^ f ^  

(Approx 323 shore-based aircraft incl ̂  117 F , 130 B , ^2 i /B ,  36 l‘/P * 
18 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

2 . WESTERN SECTION

6 ” Cruiser 
Flotilla  Leader 
A .A* Ship
Armed Merchant Cruiser 
Destroyers

S/P  Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Submarines

( i ) Allied Forces?

ADELAIDE
TROMP
VAN HESMSKSRK 
KAKIMBIA 
TJEHK HIDDES 
VAK GALEN
HERON
W .B . PRESTON 
CHILDS 
PBLIAS 
GRAYLING 
GRENADIER 
GUDCEEOf 
'IIIRESHER 
TROUT
K .12
GAR
TAiiBCR
TAT3T0G
K.8

)
)Q

)

On Patrol

At Freisian tie

3 . EAST INDIES PHILIPPINES

(i) Allied Forces*

6 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see above)

^  ( i i )  Enexy Forces: — .

C»s in C 1s t, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet
1  heavy cruiser (CA) ASHIGARA . /  x
3 light cruisers (CL) EA3EII WAT OR I (damaged 2 l /l )

KUMA

1 converted light cruiser (XCL)
Approx 16 destroyers (BD)
Approx 7 submarines (S3)
1 Seaplane Carrier (AV) 30TQR0
1 Converted s/p  Tender (XAV) 4- « 4- 
Approx 175 shore-based aireraft incl. 79 F, 56 g , . 24 F /P , 16̂  transport 

--- - aircraft.
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(1) Allied Forces;

B. CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

Battleships

Converted a / c Carrier 
Auxiliary A/C Carriers

8 W Cruisers

IDAHO
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA 
LONG ISLAND 
NASSAU 
ALTAMAKA 
COPAHEE

Destroyers
Submarines

15 (approx) 
23 (approx)

( i i ) Enemy Forces;

G±nC 1st. Elagt
4-5 Battleships (BB)

Aircraft Carrier (CV) 
light cruisers (CL)

I3E
FUSO
m :A  s h ir o

KYUGA

ABUKU1.1A
SENDAI

4 Converted s/p  Tenders (XAV)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
App? ox 30 Destroyers and Gunboats (DD 
Approx 27 Submarines (S3)

C. SOUTHERN PACIFIC. AREA

Battleships

(1) Allied Forces;

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8 ” Cruisers

6 "  Cruisers

5n Cruisers

Destroyers
Armed Merchant Cruisers

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
NORTE CAROLINA
MARYLAND
COLORADO
MISSISSIPPI
NEW MEXICO
ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA
CHENANGO
SUtVANHEE
SANGAMON
MINNEAPOLIS
LOUISVILLE
WICHITA
CHICAGO
HELENA
HONOLULU
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
C OLUI.'BIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
ACHILLES
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN
45 (approx)
MGNOWAI
ASCANIA

WEST VIRGINIA 
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

SALT LAKE CITY 
SAN FRANCISCO 
lira ANAPOLIS

SEOKAKU

LFJK DER



D. NORTHERN PACIFIC AuEA Effective Mon-effective

(i )  Allied Forces:

6 ” Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

C±ne~Sth Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL)

DETROIT
RALEIGH

( i i )  Enemy Forces: (N. Honshu-Kurlies-Aleutians)

Approx 4 Destroyers (DD) 
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)

•TAMA
KISO

E . SOUTHEASTERN PACI 'IC AREA

(I)  Allied Forces?

6 ” Cruisers

INDIAN OCEAN ARE*

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 ” Cruisers

7 .5 ” Cruisers

6 ” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers

A .A . Ship
Approx 21 Destrc yers 
Approx 9 .Submarines

COS C ORD 
TRENTON 
RICHMOND

(i) Allied Fo-^cesg

WARSPITS 
RESOLUTION 

’ jk RAMILLIES 
REVENGE 

3* ROYAL SOVEREIGN
*  ILLUSTRIOUS 

ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE

*  GEORGIOS AVEROFF (Greek) 

HAWKINS
FROBISHER 
MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA 
BIRMINGHAM 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 

m DiiAGON 
CAPETOWN

*  CALKDON
*  SUMATRA (Dutch)

ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE

*  CORFU 
CHITRAL

RAHPURA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE 

3* CAM, ISLE

jeNote: Present location uncertain,

( i i ) Enemy Forces:

*  GLASGOW
*  EMERALD
*  DANAE 

DAUNTLESS 
DURBAN 
CERES 
CARADOC

Approx 5 Submarines



MOST SECRET

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

16 th February,1943

I* DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

! •  NORTH EASTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 13D0/16:

(1) Task Group 44 .7  ("PHOENIX” "MUGFORD" " PATTERSON” ) en route
Palm Island to Brisbane ETA a.m. 1 7 /2 .

(2) "WHYALLA" "STELLA" "POLARIS" on survey duty.
(3) "LATROEE" departed Port Moresby 132l /l5  to RV with "IIERNOO"

"LADY ISOBEL" off Stephen Island 0800/16 and escort 
to Port Moresby.

(4-0 "STUART" escorting "PORTMAR"departed Port Moresby 144o/l4  
for Townsville ETA 0600/17 .

(5) "KALGOORLIE” escorting Convoy TDIO ("ISLAMDER" "MULIAMA")
departed Thursday Island 1650/15  for Darwin ETA 
2130/19 .

(6) "GYMPIE" escorting Convoy TS15 ("W IILIS VAN DEVENTER"
"JASON LEE*') departed Townsville 1310/15 for Brisbane 
ETA 0300/18 .

(7) "GEELONG” escorting "CANBERRA" to Brisbane.
(8) "ECJ7UCA" "SWAN" escorting Convoy TN36 ("DAVID BUSHNELL" "KARSIK"

"CLEVELAND ABBE" " bALIKPAPAN" "VAN HEEMSKERK") to 
Port Moresby ETA 1200/17 .

(9) "TULSA" towing 4 PT*s departed Brisbane lO ls /7  ETA Cairns
a.m . 18 /2 .

(10) "KAPUNDA" escorting Convoy BT39 ("PAINE WINGATE" "BOTH"
"VIRGINIAN" (towing 2 PT»s) dep. Brisbane 2010 /15 . 
"KAPUNDA" to part company at Percy Is . and proceed 
Gladstone.

(11) "MANUNDA" departed Brisbane 1127/15  for Port Moresby ETA
0800/19.

(12) "BCff/EN" was to depart Brisbane 1200 /l6  to RV with submarine
at Caloundra and proceed for exercises.

(13) 11 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Oro Bay - Warships Sc. Aux. - "KATOOMBA°
Merchant Vessels* "BANTAM"

M in e  Bay - Warships & Aux. - "GLENELG" "BROOME" "PIRIE"
"HILO", 4 PT1 s 

Merchant Vessels: "JANSSENS" "VAN DEN BOSCH"
"VAN SPILBERGEN" "GEORGE W.McCRARY" "VAN 
DER LIJN" "FRANCIS LEWIS", approx 50 small 
craft.

Port Moresby - Merchant Vessels: "HENRY DEARBORN" "JOSEPH HOLT"
"GENERAL VERS PU C K " "MACUMBA" "M0NT0R0" 
"SWARTENHONDT", approx 20 small craft.

Cairns - Warships & Aux, - SC .744 "PLATYPUS" "BENDIGO"
17 PT*s (2 refitting)

Townsville - Warships & Aux. - "COLAC" "BALLARAT" "AA3E MAERSK"
"YUNNAN" (A. S. I .  S .)

Dunk Island - Warshins & Aux, - "HOBART" "SELFRIDGE" "RALPH
TALBOT" "MERKUR"

Brisbane - Warships & Aux, - "PULTON" "VICTORIA" SC .746
SC .748 "POYANG" ( A .S . I .S . )  "MIZAR" YMS.9 
YMS.4S YMS.50 

(Reoalrlng) "LITHGOW" "GOULBURN"



( ° )  Proposed Movements:

(1) ”PIRIE” escorting "JANSSENS” to depart Milne Bay 1300/16
for Oro Bay.

(2) Convoy TN37 - ”BALLARAT” escorting "KATOOMBA" ”MAMGOLArt
hADMIRAL CHASE” "ADMIRAL HAL STEAD” ”YARRA" to d epart 
Townsville 1300 /17 . "BENDIGO” to RV off Fitzroy Is . 
at 0700/18. Convoy to split at position 11°50*S , 
147°55*E at 2230 /l9 . ”EENDIGO” to escort "KATOOMBA®
”MANGOLA” "AmiRAL CHASE” to Port Moresby ETA 1630/19 . 
"BALLARAT” to escort ”ADMIRAL HALSTEAD” ”YARRA” to 
Milne Bay ETA 2000/lQ .

( i i )  ENEMY FORCES 
SOLOMONS ~
(1) Neŵ Georftia

a) Vella Lavella. - The 10 barges reported arriving NW coast
dawn la /2  from the SE are now reported to have contained 
approximately 30 men each and to ha-̂ e departed, 2 at 
dusk 12 /2  and 8 at dusk 1 3 /2 .

Although the direction of departure is not given, 
their arrival from the South suggests they are possibly 
evacuees from either Guadalcanal or the Russell Group*

b) Vangunu Is . - 30* sail craft observed Wickham Anchorage .... ..
a.ru. 15 th.

c) Munda - Soupac aircraft carries out further attacks against
T^ETs base on the 14th and 15th as follows - 

a.m . 14th - 21 dive-bombers and torpedo bombers escorted 
by fighters attacked the air base starting 
large fires . A small clearing was observed 
In the middle of the N. coast. Tomahawk and 
Wildcat fighters also strafed the base silencing 
A.A . guns.

A single Catalina also dropped high angle 
and incendiary bombs on this area near midnight 
starting large fires runway area, 

a.m . 15th - 9 Avengers and 15 dive-bombers escorted by 15 
Wildcats heavily bombed target area starting 
fires probable fuel dtenp. 40 enemy aircraft 
seen on ground. All our aircraft returned, 

a *  Vila - Before dawn 15th one Catalina dropped bombs target 
area. 5 searchlights observed.

6 Marauders escorted by fighters attacked Vila later 
some morning starting fires .

(2) Russell Is . - 3 Zero’ s observed on a SK course north of Russell
Group a.m . 15th reversed course when sighted by our aircraft.

(3) Buka Passage - Further enemy consolidation is reported around
the eastern and western approaches to this base. Enemy 
observation post at Matchin Bay has been further reinforced 
and a heavy gun is being installed at Porton (also Matghin Bay)* 

NEW BRITAIN
(4) Rabaul - Fortresses attacking Rabaul early morning 15th sighted 

“^ ^ u n i d e n t i f i e d  vessels stationary north end Harbour indicating
night dispersal. Weather prevented observation other vessels*

(5) Tala sea Area - Single enemy vessel bombed in Stettin area a.m.
15th. Results unobserved.

NEW GUINEA
(6) Lae ~Bostons attacking Lae morning 15th report sighting on©

small cargo vessel in  Lae Harbour.
(7) Salamaua - Recce Liberator over Salamaua aerodrome early morning

15 th reports runway serviceable and two unidentified air craft 
seen at edge. Heavy A .A . fire  encountered.

(8) Wau - Allied patrols continued, successful mopping up operations
to east of Wau p.m. 14/2*

GULF OF CARPENTARIA
{9) Purther reports received 15 /2  of unidentified aircraft flying 

over Missions on west side of Cape York*



2. BORIS SESTEitti ARBA

(i )  ALLIED FORCES
'inn— im mi.—... WiL.'J'iinl in... n mu— — Mcj

(a ) At Sea to 12 0 0 /l6 ;

(1) "VENDETTA" "CASTLEMAINE" escorting "BISHOPDALE" en route
Thursday Island to Darwin ETA 1530/16*

(2) 6 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour;

Darwin - Wars M os & Aux. - "WILCANNIA"
Merchant Vesselst "FINGAL" "ALDINGA"

(i i )  EHEMT FORCES

(1) Ambon - Liberators attacking Ambon morning 15th sighted a 
mercnant vessel (8-10,000 tons) and four medium vessels 
off Ambon. Two direct hits were scored on the large 
merchant vessel*

Dlllf “ Allied aircraft sighted at  0730/l5  three merchant 
ships (two of 6 ,000  tons and one of 3,000 tons) In DI11I
Harbour.

3 . SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i)  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /l6 :

(1) "TJERK HIDDES" departed Fremantle 0714/15 for escort
duties.

(2) "ISOBEL” escorting "KOOLINDA" departed Fremantle 1400 /l5
for Geraldton. Was due 0900 /l6 .

(3) "HERON” departed Geraldton 1645/14 for Exmouth Gulf.

(b) In Harbour;

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TROUP" "VAN GALEN"

"VAN HEEMSKERK" "HORSHAM" "WALLAROO" "DUBBO" 
"PELIAS" "KANIMBLA" "TRINITY" "WHIPPOORWILL" 
"WANGANELLA" (Hospital Ship)

Geraldton - Warships & Aux.
Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "PRESTON" "LARK" "CHILDS"

"WARREGO" "IHVERELL"
Merchant Vessels : "MAETSUYCKER"

(c ) Proposed Movements:

"WARREGO" "INVERELL" to escort "MAETSUYCKER" to Darwin 
when ready.

4 . EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Qo /l5 :

(1) "WARRAMUNGA" was due Wellington l00 0 /l6 . To escort "NOORD/fei"
from Wellington to Brisbane departing p.m. 16 A .

(2) "HOVEY" departed Sydney 1355 /15 . Due Esplritu Santo 0700 /18 .
(3) ATHENE" departed Melbourne I00o /l5  for Noumea ETA 1100 /20 .
(4) "LE TRIOMPHANT" was due Sydney 0700/16 after escort duty,
(5) "DO0MBA" escorting Convoy PC71 departed Port Phillip 2300/15

for RV in W ilson’ s Promontory area with "MILDURA" 
"MORESBY" escorting Convoy C071.



(b) In  Harbours

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "ARUNTA" “DOBBIN**
’’ABRAHAM CRYBSSEN" "TOWNSVILLE** "YANDRA" 
“ROCKHAMPTON” "BUNBURY" "DELORAINE" "WAGGA” 
"KYBRA" “GOLD STAR" "SUMNER" "BUNGAREE" 
"13JRTJMBA” YDG.2 

(Repairing) "NEW ORLEANS" "HENLEY” "ALHENA" "BUNDABERG"
{In Reserve) "MAROORArt "WESTRALIA"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "SPRINGDALE”
(Refitting) "WARRNAMBOOL"

(c) Proposed Movementst

(1) Task Group 44 .3  {"AUSTRALIA” "HENLEY" "BAGLEY") to depart
Sydney 1700/17 for Melbourne ETA 0400 /19 .

(2) "ARUKTA" to depart Sydney 16 0 0 /l6 . To carry out full
calibre firings to seaward of Cape Moreton from
1700 to 2100 /17 . To proceed Townsville,

( i i )  ENEMY FORCES

N .S .W ,Coast - Possible submarine sighting reported at 0200/13 
approxlim10ly 53 miles N .E . Sydney. Periscope alleged to 
have been sighted by Danish vessel "SJOBRIS".

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - BALLARD (AV)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) SAN DIEGO NASHVILLE

HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS (CL) LAMSON CHEVALIER 
TAYLOR STRONG MORRIS ELLET HUGHES MUSTIN RUSSEL 
LA VALETTE (D D ) CURTISS MACKINAC TANGIER (AV)
DIXIE (AD) NIAGARA ( PG) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) STRINGHAM 
SANDS MANLEY (APD) ALDEBARAN ALCHIBA TAGANAK CARINA(AK) 
ARCTIC (AP) NEOSHO WHIPSTOCK PATUXENT (AO )NAVAJO 
MENOMINEE (AT) CONFLICT (AM) YP .290 YP .517 YP .518

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON NORTH CAROLINA INDIANA (BL) SARATOGA (CV)
V SAN JUAN (CL) MURPHY SMITH DUNLAP PANNING EALCH

CASE (DD) PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AS) LASSEN (AE)
WHITNEY (AB) PULLER (AP) KINGFISHER NEVILLE MERCURY 
ALGORAB ARIDED CASTOR (AK) TRY OK (APH) SONOMA (AT)
SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT (AM) PREBLE (DM) ARD.2 
YP 239.

(4) At Suva - POCOMOKE (AV) SHAW (DD) MCKEAN (APD) AN TARES (AK)
CATALPA ROSEWOOD (YN) 

y  (5) At Nandi - NEW MEXICO MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) MAHAN WOODWORTH 
LANG (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)

(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAI®STOWN (PG) BOBOLINK (AM) LOCUST (YN)
WANDANK (YT) MATAI MOA TUI (A/s Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) 
ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AG)

(7) At Vila - WICHITA LOUISVILLE (CA) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SUWANNEE SANGAMON (ACV)
COMAY WALLER FLETCHER 0 f BANNON RADFORD NICHOLAS 
EDWARD (DD) HESCHES PLATTE (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER 
BUTTERNUT (YN) PC.476 PC.477 PC.479 KITTYHAWK

(3) At Auckland - ACHILLES (CL) MONOWAI (A .M .C) EBONY (YN)
MOUNT VERNON (AP) SOLACE (AH)

Refitting - LEANDER (CL)
(9) At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (CL)

I I .  NAVAL INCIDENTS

N I L .

«• 4 *»



1

I I I .  ENEMY'S PROBSBLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions
S .W .P .A . particularly Central & Northern 
Solomons - North coast New Guinea - S.W. 
coast Dutch New Guinea - Timor/Arafura 
Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive against eastern New
Guinea area.

(3) Possible attempt to occupy Merauke.

(4) Increased offensive submarine activity.

For
G .H .q .,  S.W. P.A.»  ■ ...» 3

16 /2 /43

« 5 -



c DAILY APPRECI ATION-PAGIFIC £■ IMDIK& OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

SOTHWKST PACIFIC AREA

E A STERN SEC TION Effective Non-effective

8 ” Cruisers
6 ” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla  Leaders

Destroyers .

(i) Allied Forces:

AUSTRALIA
HOBART
PI-IOENIX

Submarines

Sub mar in e ’.Pen. de r 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboa ts

Oilers

NEW GisLEANS

MANOORA
WESTRALIA

AEUNTA 
AR HAMUNGA 

LE THTOMPHANT 
SELFRIDGE 
PATTERSON 
HELM
RALPH TALBOT 
BAGLEY
m ugford

STUART 
VENDETTA 
GFtAY.ijA.CK 
GREENLING 
GUARDFISH 
NAUTILUS 
TRITON 
ALMCORE 
AMBERJAC K 
ARGONAUT 
C-ATO 
ORAM PUS 
GROWLER 
GROUPER 
SNAPPER 
SWORDFISH 
TUNA 
WAHOO 
K*9
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO
aASE m aersk

BISEOPDALE 
KUR -MBA 
VICTORIA

On Reserve

HEITLEY

At Brisbane

On Patrol

At Sydney

( i i ) Enemy Forces: (Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcka-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force)
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
C inC 6 th Fie e t (Subraarine s )
5-6 Battleships (BB) YAMATO

MUSA SIII
MUTSG
NAGATO
IiARUNA
KONGO

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV) ZUIEAKU
2-3 Converted A/C Carriers(XCV)ZUIHO

HAYATAKA
HITAKA (poss. Hem© Waters)

3 Auxiliary a / c Carriers (ACV) UBTG ) _  .
CHUYO ) Parrying



Heavy Cruisers (CA) 
(#rob. 8 effective)

(ft lltfkt cruisers (CL)

ATAGO
TAKAO
TONE
’TIKKMA
KACHI
BAGURO
CBGEAI
ROMANO
AOBA (doubtful)

IS uzv 
KATOHI 
EASHIMA 
NAGARA

X  V» V  V  w

MOGAMI (bel. sunk 1 4 /l l )  
SUZUYA ) poss. s^nk 
MYOKO ) 15-14/11

01
KITAGAMI

1 or 2 converted light cruisers (XCL)
Approx 27 submarines (SS)
Approx 40-45 destroyers (DD)
4 Seaplane Carriers (AV) CBITOSE

AKITSUSBIMA
1ISSHIN
KAMOI

9 Converted s/ p Tenders (XAV)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3,000 tons) _
M i n e v e r s ,  Minesweepers, Sub .Chasers, MTB*s, Gunboats, Patrol Cr f 
Approx 323 shore-based aircraft incl. llo P , loO B, <-2 I’/o ,  — ^ /P , 

18 Obsn. or transport aireraft.

WESTERS SECTION

6 ” Cruiser 
Flotilla Leader 
A .A . Ship
Armed Merchant Cruiser 
Destroyers

s/? Tenders

(i) Allied Forces:

ADELAIDE
TROMP

Submarine Tender 
Submarines

On Patrol

VAN HEEMSKERK 
KANIMBEA 
TJERK HIDDES 
VAN GALEN
HER OK
W .B. PRESTON 
CHILDS 
PELIAS 
GRAYLING 
GRENADIER 
GUDGEON 
THRESHER 
TROUT 
E.12
GAR )
TAMBOR ) Fremantle
TAUTOG )
K .8  )

. EAST INDIES - PKIT IP PINES

(i)  Allied Forces:

6 sub roar ines on patrol stations in C h ita  Sea or NEI area (see above)

(i i )  Enemy Forces:

C t s  in C 1st , 2nd anfl 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet

I  S S S  crulaera (<(CL) a S S f *  ' ™
KUMA

1 converted light cruiser (XCL)
Approx 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 submarines (SS)
I  Seaplane Carrier (AV) N0T0R0

i p p r S n ? I dshore2 2 e 5  Inol. 79 P, 56 B, 24 p / p , 16 transport

-  2 -



B. CENTRAL PAiIFIC AREAT
Battleships

Effective 

( I ) Allied Ponces i

Converted a / c Carrier to
Auxiliary A/c Carriers

8 ” Cruisers

Destroyers
Submar ine s

CinC 3s b Fleet
4-5 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 light cruisers (CL)

IDAHO
PENKSYLVANIA
m vAim .
LONG ISLAND
NASSAU
ALTAMHA
COPAHEE

1G (approx) 
23 (approx)

( i i ) Enemy forcesi

ISE
FUSO
YAIA SEIKO 
irniGA

AEimJMA
SENDAI

4 Converted s/p Tenders (XAV)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers and Gunboats (DD & PG) 
Approx 27 Submarines (3S)

C . SOUTHERN PACIFIC AREA

Non-effective

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

SALT LAKE CITY 
SAN FRANCISCO

SHOKAKU

Bat tleship s

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8 W Cruisers

6 ” Cruisers

(I)  Allied Forces t

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
north  -Ca r o l in a ,
MAINLAND 
COLORADO 
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW ii: XICO 
ESTERPRISE 
SARATOGA 
CHENANGO 
SUWANNEE 
SANGAMON 
MINNEAPOLIS 
LOUISVILLE 
WICHITA

51’ Cruisers

Destroyers
Arraed Merchant Cruisers

HELENA - ... 
HONOLULU 
ST.LOUIS ^  
NASHVULLE />
JOL'UI.IBIA 

CLEVELAND 
MONTjp LLIER 
DENVER.
aTSt l H s ^
SAIT DIEGO 

^  SAN JUAN
l o  *y % ~ p p W j;)

MONOWAI 
A SCANIA

LEANDER

— 3 —



NORTHERN PACIFIC AREAN ^

ff CaA-*- x ' \

6 ” Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

Effective Non-effective

(I)  Allied Forces; j  *

DETROIT 
RALEIGH ^

( I I )  Enemy Force a: ( 1 •Honshu-Kurlies-Aleutians)

CinC 5th Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL)

Approx 4 Destroyers (DD) 
Approx 7 Submarines (S3)

T M A
KISO

E . SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

( i ) Allied Forces:
&

6 ” Cruisers

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 H Cruisers

7 .5 ” ^u isers

6 "  Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers

A.A* Ship
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

CONCORD
TRENT-ON 
RICHMOND •

(i)  Allied, Forces:

WARSPITE 
RESOLUTION 

% RAMILL IE S 
REVENGE

*  ROYAL SOVEREIGN
*  ILLUSTRIOUS 

ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE

m. GEORC-IOS AYER OFF (Greek) 
HAWKINS
f s b is h e r

MAURITIUS *
GAMBIA X
BIRMINGHAM *
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL

*  DRAGON 
CAPETOWN

n CAL EDON 
n SUMATRA (Dutch)

AIATINIA 
CARTHAGE 

M CORFU 
C1IITRAL 
RANRI RA 
RANCHI
m RCESTERSHIKE

*  CARLISLE

GIA SGO»
EMERAID
DANAE
DAUNTIESS
DURBAN
CERES
CARAOOC

Present location urcertdh.jsNote:

(i i )  Enemy Forces:

Approx 5 submarines

- 4 -



MOST SECRET

V DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

17th February,1943

I . DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

A. SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

1 . NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 0 0 /l7 ;

Task Group 44 .7  ("PHOENIX” "MUGFORD" "PATTERSON") en route 
Palm Island to Brisbane was due a .m . 17 /2 .

"WHYALLA" proceeding from survey ground to Port Moresby for 
fuel.

"PIRIE" escorting "JANSSENS" departed Milne Bay 1526/16 for 
Oro Bay.

"LATROBE" escorting "MERNOO" "LADY ISOBEL" from Stephen Is .
to Port Moresby.

"KALGOORLIE" escorting ConvoyTDlO ( "ISLANDER" "MULIAMA") 
departed Thursday Island 1650/15 for Darwin ETA 
2130/19 .

(6) "GYMPIE" escorting Convoy TS15 ("WILLIS VAN DEVENTER"
"JASON LEE*') departed Townsville 1 3 io /l5  for Brisbane 
ETA 0300 /l8 ,

"STUART" was to depart Townsville a.m . 1 7 /2  for Cairns for 
machinery maintenance.

"ECHTJCA" "SWAN" escorting Convoy TN36 ("DAVID BUSBEELL"
"KARSIK" "CLEVELAND ABBE" ,fBALIKPAPAN" "VAN HEEMSKERK") 
to Port Moresby we re due 1200/17 .

"TULSA" towing 4 PT*s departed Brisbane 1015/7  ETA Cairns 
a.m . is /2 .

"KAPUNDA" escorting Convoy BT39 ("BOTH","VIRGINIAN" towing 2 
PT*s) dep'. Brisbane’ T 5 l 0 /l 5 . "KAPUNDA" to part 
company at Percy Is . and proceed Gladstone.

"MANUNDA" departed Brisbane 1127 /15  for Port Moresby ETA 
0800A 9 .

"BOWEN" dep. Brisbane 125 l / l 6  to RV with submarine at 
Caloundra and proceed for exercises.

12 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour?

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. - "KATOOMBAa
Merchant Vessels: "BANTAM"

IVIilne Ba - Warships & Aux. - "GLENELG" "BROOME" "HILO"
4 PT *s

Merchant Vessels: "VAN DSN BOSCH" "VAN SPILBERGEN" 
"GEORGE W.McCRARY" "VAN DER LIJN" "FRANCIS 
LEWIS", approx 50 small craft.

- Merchant Vessels: "HENRY DEARBORN" "JOSEPH HOLT" 
"MACUMBA" "MONTORO" "S..ARTENHONDT", approx
20 small craft.

- Warships & Aux. - SC .744 "PLATYPUS" "BENDIGO"
17 PT1s (2 refitting)

- ’Var ships & Aux. - "COL AC11 "BALLARAT" "AASE MAERSK"
"YUNNAN" (A .S .I .S . )

- Warships & Aux. - "HOBART" "SELFRIDGE" "RALPH
TALBOT" "MERKUR"

- Warships & Aux - "FULTON* "VICTORIA" "S C .746"
SC.748 "POYANG" ( A .S .I .S . )  "MIZAR" YMS.9 
YMS.49 YMS.50 
"LITHGOW" "GOULBURN"

Port Moresby

Cairns 

Townsville 

Dunk Island 

Brisbane

(Repairing)
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(c) Proposed Movements:

V  (1 ) "BALIA RAT" escorting Convoy TN38 (H. T . KATOOMBA" "MANGOLA“
"ADMIRAL CHASET'7 to" denart Tom svilie ]3 00 /l7  for 
Port Moresby ETA 1200/20 .

(2) "YARRA" "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" to proceed Cairns from Townsville.
Wh«n ready "BENDIGO" to escort Convoy TN37 ("YARRA" 
"ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" each towing 2 PT* s ) to  Milne Bay.

(i i )  BNE:'~Y FORCES

SOLOMONS
(1) BourainvlllQ Is . - A corvette and a merchant vessel were

sighted bf?" Cape Mutupina (Empress Augusta Bay) heading 
towards the Shortlands area a.m. 17 /2 .

(2) Kahili - One Liberator attacked the aerodrome evening 1 5 /2 .
Other Liberators failed to reach the target area. One 
missing.

(3) Ballale - One aircraft attacked the aerodrome evening 35/ 2 .
Results not observed. Two other aircraft failed  to reach 
the target. One missing.

(4) V ila  - A report states that the aerodrome was nearly completed
By 1 4 /2 . Natives report that a fighter had landed.

(5) Guadalcanal - A submarine was d. felted west of Koli Point
— a ^rT T 57 S .
m y  BRITAIN

(6) Ewasse - A merchant vessel (3000 tons) was sighted stationary
amon^ the islands off Ewass© (25 miles SSW of U b ili ) at 
1040 /16 .

v • ) k e j  GUINEA
(7) Lae - Recce morning 16 /2  revealed no activity on aerodrome

or In harbour. Tents and possible store dumps were observed
5 allies vVest of Lae. An enemy submarine was reported in Lae 

i&k  Harbour 1940 /16 .
(8) Wau - A party of 40 Japanese moving towards Wau was attacked 

™‘ "by allied  patrol at 1500/14 . 8 Japanese killed .

NORTH WESTERN A.,KA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At sea to 120p /l7 :

(1) 6 submarines on pat®ol.

(b) in  Harbour:

Darwin « Warships & Aux. - "VENDETTA " "WILCAMIA " " C A STLEMAI NE"
"BISHOPDALE"

Merchant Vessels: "FINGAL" "ALDINGA”

( I i )  ENEMY FORCES

Ambon - Photos 15 /2  reveal 12 ships totalling 9 ,000  tons, 
including one of 4 ,000  tons,

SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12po /l7 :

(1) "TJERK HIDDES" escorting "MOMTICELLO". Due Fremantle 0500 /17 .
(2) "TRCMP" "VAN GALEN" "VAN IJEEMSKERK" on escort duties.
(3) "KANIMBLA" escorting "ROBIN TUXFORD" "ROBIN SHERWOOD" "SANTA

ISABEL" "POELAU ROEBIAII" towards Persian Gulf was to 
depart Premantle a.m. 17 /2 .

(4) "ISOBEL" escorting "KOOLINDA" dep. Geraldton 1233/16 for
Exmouth Gulf ETA 0900 /l9 .

-  2  -



(5) "HERON” departed Geraldton 1645/14 for Exmouth Gulf*

(b ) In Harbour:

\ Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "HORSHAM" "WALLAROO”
"DUBBO" "PELIAS" "TRINITY" "WHIPPOORWILL”
"WANGAI'iELLA” (Hospital Ship)

Exmouth Gulf - Warshipage. Aux. - "PRESTON" "LARK" "CHILDS"
"WARREGO" "INVERELL"

Merchant Vessels: ”MAETSUYCKER"

(c) Proposed Movements:

"WARREGO" "INVERELL" to escort "MAETSUYCKER” to Darwin 
when ready.

4 . EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

( i ) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /l7 :

(1) " GEELONG" escorting "CMBERRA” . ”LE TRIOMPHAHT” departs 
Sydney 17 /2  so as to RV before dark. "LE TRIOMPHANT” 
to escort "CANBERRA" to Sydney. "GEELONG" to return 
Brisbane.

(2) "YANDHA" "WAGGA" departed Sydney 0147/17 to RV with Convoy C072 
off Nobby Head. "TOWNSVILLE" to sail with Sydney 
section (Including "GOLD STAR") and join main convoy 
off Sydney at approximately 1 6 3 0 /l7 .

(3) "WARRAMUHGA" escorting "N00RDAM" departed Wellington 1645/16 
for Brisbane ETA 0930/21.

(4) "MILDURA" "MORESBY" escorting Convoy 0C71.

(b) In Harbour:

Sydney - Wsrshipa& Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "ARUNTA" "HENLEY"
"BAGLEY" "DOBBIN" "ABRAHAM GRYNSSEN" "TOWNSVILLE" 
"ROCKHAMPTON" "BUNBURY" "DELORAINE" "KYBRA"
"GOLD STAR" "SUMNER" "BUNGAREE” "KURUMsA" YDG.2 

(Repairing) "HEW ORLEANS" "IIELM” "ALHENA" "BUNDABERG”
(In Reserve) "MAN00RA" "WESTRALIA"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "SPRINGDALE*
(Refitting) "WARHNAMBOOL"

(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) "ARUNTA" to depart Sydney 16 00 /l7 . To carry out full calibre 
firings to seaward of Cape Moreton en route. To 
proceed Townsville.

(2) "ROCKHAMPTON" to escort Convoy GP55 departing Sydney 1700 /l7 .

( i i )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) N .S.W .Coast - Search for the possible submarine reported 
0ki00/lc by the Danish vessel "SJOBRIS" proved negative.
N .O .I .C .  Sydney discounts the report.

(2) W ilson’ s Promontory - A civil aircraft reported sighting a 
submarine 35 miles ESE of W ilson’ s Promontory at 0942/lG .
The submarine was on the surface when sighted, and subsequently 
submerged. Graded B .2 .  An aircraft searchling fo i this 
submarine reported a possible submarine 39 miles SE of 
Wilson’ s Promontory at 1136/16 . Graded C.4#

•  5 •



B. PACIFIC AREA ..

X

(i) ALLIED 0 C 3

(1) At Vanlkoro - BALLARD (AV)
(2) At Espirittt Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) SAK DIEGO NASHVILLE

HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS (CL) LAMSON CHEVALIER 
TAYLOR STRONG MORRIS LLLET HUGHES MUSTIN RUSSELL 
LA VALETTE (DD) CURTISS MACKINAC TANGIER (AV)
DIXIE (AD) NIAGARA (PG) FYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) STHINGHAM 
SANDS MANLEY (APD) ALDEBARAN ALCHIBA TAGANAK CARINA (AK) 
ARCTIC (AP) NEOSHO WHIPSTOCK PATUXENT (AO) NAVAJO 
MENOMINEE (AT) CONFLICT (AM) YP .290 YP.517 YP .518

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON NORTH CAROLINA INDIANA (BE) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN JUAN (CL) MURPHY SMITH DUNLAP FANNING BALCH 
CASE (DD) PROMETHEUS (Ah) ARGOHNE (AS) LASSEN (AE) 
WHITNEY (AD) PULLER (AP) KINGFISHER NEVILLE MERCURY 
ALGORAB ARIDED CASTOR (AK) TRYOK (APH) SONOMA (AT) 
SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT (AM) PREBLE (DM) ARD.2 
YP.239

(4) At Suva - POCOMOXE (AV) SHAW (DD) McKEAN (APD) ANT ARE 3 (AK)
CATALPA ROSEWOOD (YN)

(5) At Nandi - NEW MEXICO MARYLAND COLORADO (Bii) MAHAN WOODWORTH
LING (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)

(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN (PC) BOBOLINK (AM) LOCUST (YN)
WANDANK (YT) MATA I MOA TO I (a / s  Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) 
ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AG)

(7) At Vila - WICHITA LOUISVILLE (CA) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SUWANNEE SANGAMON (ACV) 
CONWAY WALLER FLETCHER OfBARNON RADFORD NICHOLAS 
EDWARD (DD) NESCHES PLATTE (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER 
BUTTERNUT (YN) PC.476 PC.477 PC.479 KITTYEAWK

(8) At Auckland - ACHILLES (CL) MONOWAI (A.M .C) EBONY (YN)
MOUNT VERNON (AP) SOLACE (AH)

Refitting - LEANDER &&& . (CL)
(9) At Papeete - CHEVREUH, (CL)

New Caledonia - A possible e nemy submarine was .reported 
inside the reef, one mie south of the Isle of Pines (60 
miles ESE of V.ovtm&) at 093o/lft. There are indicaticns 
of ene~Y submarines at present operating in the Southern
Solomons - lew Hebrides - New Caledonia - Same®, - F iji  area.

Stettin Bay - Photos of the vessel attacked 15/2  reveal a 
small merchant vessel h it , beached and burning*

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S .W .P .A .
particularly Central &  Northern Solomons - North 
coast New Guinea - S .W . coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive against eastern New Guinea area.
(3) Possible attempt to occupy Merauke.
(4) Increased offensive submarine activity .

( 13J. Enero .Forces*

I I . NAVAL INCIDENTS

I I I . ENEI.:I *S ,?-.S)hAELL NEXT MOVE

For A/DIRECTOR C . 0 . 1 .C . 
G .H. ,. , S.W. P .A .

17/2/43
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A P P E N D I X

PAIL Y A PPKKCI ATI 0 N-PACIFIC & K M  OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

SOUl’BWEST PACIFIC AREA 

EASTERN SECTION

8 ” Cruisers 
6 "  Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla  Leaders

Destroyers

Effective 

(!)  Allied Forces?

AUSTRALIA 
HOBART 
PHOENIX

Non-effective

NEW ORLEANS

MANOCRA ) Qr i{q Sqx‘v&
WESTRALIA )

Submarines

AKUNTA 
WAEilAMUNGA 
LE TRIGMPHANT 
SELFRIDGE
PATi?ERSON HELM
HENLEY 
RALPH TALBOT 
BAGLEY 
MDGFORD 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
GRAYBACK )
GREENLING ) L .
GUARDFISH ) At Brisbane

NAUTILUS )
ALBACORE 
AMBERJACK 
ARGONAUT 
GATO 
GRAMPUS 
GRCWLER
GROUPER ) On Patrol
SNAPPER 
SWORDFISH 
TUi,TA 
TRITON 
WAHOO
K .9  At Sydney
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
7TILO
AASE MAERSK 
BISITOFDALE 
KURUKBA 
VICTORIA

(ii )  Enemy Forceat (Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet
CinC 2nd F3e et (Striking Force)
CinC 3rd Fleet |Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th  Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
5-6 Battle ships (BB) YAM  TO

MUSAS HI 
MUTSU 
NAG AT 0 
HARUTJA 
KONGO

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV) ZUIKAKU
2-3 Converted a / c Carriers (XCV)SuIHO

HAY A TAKA
in TAKA (poss. Borne Waters)

3 Auxiliary a/ c Carriers (ACV) UNYO )

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Oilers

CHUYO )
Ferrying

OTAKA

— 1 —



Effective

MOGAMI (bel.sunk 1 4 / l l ) 
SUZUYA ) poss. sunk 
MYOKO ) 13-14/11

I iight cruisers (CL)

3avy Cruisers (CA) A TAG-0
H pro b . a effective) TAKAO

V ■ TONE
TIKUMA 
HA CHI 
IIAGURO 
CHOKAI 
KUMAHO
AOBA (doubtful)
ISUZU 
KATORI 
K ASH ILIA 
NAGARA 
01
KITAGAMI

1 or 2 converted light cruisers (XCL)
Approx 27 submarines (SS)
Approx 40-45 destroyers (ED)
4 Seaplane Carriers (AV) CEITOSE

AKITSUSHIMA 
NISSHIN 
KAMO I

9 Converted s/p Tenders (XAV)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx SO Merchant Ships (over 3 ,000  tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB»s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 323 shore-based aircraft incl, 113 F, 130 B , 22 p / b , 43 p /p , 

IS  Obsn. or transport aircraft.

WESTERN SECTION

(I)  Allied Forces;

6 ” Cruiser ADELAIDE
Flotilla  Leader TROMP
A .A. Ship VAN HEEMSKERK
Armed Merchant Cruiser KANIMHLA.
Destroyers TJERK HIDDES 

VAN GALEN
s/p Tenders HERON

W. E. PRESTON 
CHILDS

Submarine Tender PELIAS
Submarines GRAYLING ) 

GRENADIER ) 
GUDGEON ) . 
THRESHER ) 0n 
TROUT ) 
K .12  )
GAR )
TAMBOR )
TAUTOG ) Afc 
K .8  )

On Patrol

At Fremantle

3 . EAST HEDIES - PHILIPPINES

(i)  Allied Forces?

6 submarines on patrol stations in  China Sea or NEI area (see above)

( i i ) Enemy Forces;

C*s in C 1st , 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet 
1 heavy cruiser (CA) A SBIGAHA
3 light cruisers (CL) KASHII KATORI (daaapd  2 l /l )

KUKA
1 converted light cruiser (XCL)

I Approx 36 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (AV) N0T0R0
1 Converted s/P  Tender (XAV)
Approx 175 shore-based aircraft incl* 79 F, 56 B, 24 F /p , 16  transport

aircraft.
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%
B. CESTTKAL PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

( I )  Allied Forces:

Battleships

Converted A/c Carrier 
'Auxiliary a /C  Carriers

8 ” Cruisers

Destroyers 
Sub ma r ine 3

IDAHO
PENNSYLVANIA
NEVADA
LONG INLAND
NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAHEE

PORTLAND

15 (approx)
23 (approx)

(11) Enemj Forces:

CinC 1st Fleet
4-5 Battleships (Bt)

0  1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 light cruisers (CL)

ISE
FUSO
YAMASIIIRO
HYUGA

ABUIvUMA 
SENDAI

4 Converted S /P  Tenders (XAV)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers and Gunboats (DD & PG) 
Approx 27 Submarines (SS)

C. SOUTHERN PACIFIC AREA

Battle ships

(i) A lii ed Forces!

INDIANA

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary A/c Carriers

8 ” Cruisers 

6 ” Cruisers

5” Cruisers

dfc Destroyers
Armed Merchant Cruisers

WASHINGTON 
NORTH CAROLINA 
MARYLAND 
COLORADO 
MISSISSIPPI
mm  kexico
ENTERPRISE 
SARA TOGA 
CHENANGO 
SM  C AM ON 
SU¥AMEE 
MINNEAPOLIS 
LOUISVILLE 
>'/ ICHITA

HELENA
HONOLULU
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
ACHILLES
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN
45 (auprox)
MONOWAI
ASCANIA

WEST VIRGINIA 
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

SALT LAKE CITY 
SM  FRANCISCO 
INDIANAPOLIS

SIOKAKU

LEANDER



D. NORTKOT PACIFIC AREA> r-m- - ...........  ̂ ..... .

I
6 n Cruisers

10 Destroyer's 
10 Submarines

CinC 5th Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL)

affective Noneffective

(i) Allied. Forces:

DETROIT
RALEIGH

(i i )  Enemy forces: (N*Eonshu-Kuriles-Aleutians)

Approx 4 Destroyers (DD) 
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)

2AKA 
SI SO

E. SOUTfSEAS'lVSHN PACIFIC AREA

(1) Allied Forces:

6 ” Cruisers C OH CORD
TRENTOK 
RICHMOND

%INDIAN OCEAN AREA

(!)  Allied Forces:

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 K Cruisers

7 .5 "  Cruisers

Sn Cruisers

%
Armed Merchant Cruisers

A ,A , Ship
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

WARSFITE 
RESOLUTION 
RAMILLIES 
ROYAL SOVEREIGN 
ILLUSTRIOUS 
ALBATROSS
GEORGI03 AVEROFF (Greek)
DEVONSHIRE
DAWKINS
FROBISHER
UMJ RITIUS NEWCASTLE
GAMBIA GLASGOW
BIRMINGHAM EMERALD
ENTERPRISE DAME
LIVERPOOL
DAUNTLESS
DRAGON
DURBAN
CAPETOWN
CERES
CALEDON
CAM DOC
SUMATRA (Dutch)
ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE 
DORFU 
CHITRJL 
RAN PURA
10 RC3STERSKIRE 
CARLISLE

(ii)  Enem;: For sea:

pprox 3 Submarines



% DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

18th February, 1943

I# DjggOSITIOBS. ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AR,A

1 , NORTH EASTERN AREiA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 32Q0/l8s

(1) "KATOOMBA" escorting "BANTAM* en route from Oro Bay.
(2) SC .744 towing 2 PT’ s departed Cairns 1040/17 for Milne Bay

ETA 1500/20 ,
(3) "BALLARAT" escorting Convoy TN38 (E.T."Kiff 00MBA" “MAHGOT.A”

"ADMIRAL C H A ^ T a e p .  Townsville 1410/17 for Port 
Moresby ETA 1200 /20 .

(4) "AASE MAERSK" was to depart Townsville Q700/l8 for Dunk Is ,
(5) "KAPUNDA* escorting Convoy BT39 ( "BOTH", "VIRGINIAN" towing

2 PT»s) depT Brisbane 2 0 l0 /l5 . "KAPUNDA" to part 
company at Percy Is# and proceed Gladstone.

(6) "MANUNDA" departed Brisbane 1127 /15  for Port Moresby ETA
0800/19,

(7) "MIZAR" was to depart Brisbane 0830/18 en route U .S .
(8 ) 12 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour;

Oro Bay - Warships &  Aux. - " PIRIB"
Merchant Vessels : "JANSSENS"

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "C-LENELG" "BROOME" "IIILO"
4 PT *s

Merchant Vessels* "VAN DEN BOSCH" "VAN SPILBERGEN" 
"GEORGE W.McCRARY" "VAN DER LIJN" "FRANCIS 
LEWIS", approx 50 small craft.

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - "SWAN" "LATRGBE" "ECHUCA"
"WHYALLA"

Merchant Vessels: "DAVID BUSHNELL" "KARSIK"
"CLEVELAND ABBE" "BALIKPAPAN" "VAN HEEMSKERK" 
"HENRY DEARBORN" "JOSEPH HOLT" "MACUMBA"
"MONTORO" "SWARTEKHONDT" "LADY ISOBEL" "MERNOO" 
approx 20 small craft.

Cairns - Warships & Aux. - "STUART" "PLATYPUS" "BENDIGO"
"TULSA” 19 PT»s (2 refitting) 

Townsville - Warships & Aux. - "COLAC" "YUNNAN" ( A .S .1 .3, ) '
Dunk Island - Warships & Aux, - "HOBART" "SELFRIDGE" "RALPH

TALBOT" "MERKUR"
Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "FULTON" "VICTORIA* SC ,746

SC .748 "POYANG" (A .S .I .S .  ) "MiXASt Y MS*9 
YMS.49 YltlS,50 "PHOENIX" "MUGFORD" "PATTERSON" 

(Repairing) "LITHGOW" "GOULBURN" ("BOWEN" "GYMPIE"

(c ) Proposed Movements:

"YARRA" "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" to proceed Cairns from Townsville.
When ready "BENDIGO" to escort Convoy TN37 ("YARRA" 

ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" each towing s') to liilne Bay.

(ii )  EHEKY FORCES

SOLOMONS

(1) Buka - An allied aircraft (ex Soupae) sighted 12 Type "0 " SSF 
Floatplanes in Buka Passage and one cargo vessel 1 mile from
SE point of Passage during morning 1 7 /2 ,



/

*

1 New Georgia
(a) Munda - Late afternoon 17th, 13 Dauntless escorted 

by" '16 Wildcats and. 8 Cobras attacked Munda starting 
fires in target area. All our aircraft returned
safely,

(b) V ila  - Single Catalina harassed Vila early morning 
..I7 t h . Bombs dropped in target area. Bo A .A . or

searchlights,
(c) Vella Lave11a - Two destroyers and a cargo vessel were

observed off north coast of Vella Lavella Is . dusk 
1 6 /2 . Probsto ly the same vessels were sighted at 
1030 and Ylbl6 /ll  off the HE coast of Vella Lavella 
heading towards Falsi, indicating that they had 
probably made the night run to V ila  Plantation.

(d) Mundi Mundi - Considerable enemy aircraft activity
was reported over Mundi Mundi 1 7 /2 .

(3) Buin - Allied aircraft (ex Soupac) report sighting on 17 /2
T"to 6 merchant vessels in Buin-Faisi area.

MEW BRITAIN
(4) ::asmata - Reconnaissance aircraft reported at approx 1100/17

si. M i n g  a possible submarine and a small landing barge 
approx 38 miles SHE of Gasmata.

(5) Cape Gloucester - (a) Photos taken 16 /2  reveal that construction
of blast bays and dispersal lanes continues

(b) Midday 17th a single Liberator bombed and 
sank a two-masted schooner a t Bambak 
(approx 14 miles E. by S. Gape Gloucester).

HOS'N GUINEA
(6 ) Lae - Reported that at dusk 17th an enemy submarine was in Lae

Harbour. A submarine was reported to have been sighted here on 

the previous evening 16th*
(7) Finschhafen - Single Fortress observed signs of much activity

at Finschhafen evening 16th. Bo vessels observed In harbour*
(8) Waria River Mouth - A party of 400 Japanese was reported at

iVaria Kiver Mouth p.m. 1 7 /2 . The enemy has not jet penetrated 
the xxixac waria Valley. Reinforcements are reported to have 
arrived by a warship last week.
Comment - Warship suggests possibly submarine.

(9) Morobe - On night of Ib th al 'lied  motor torpedo boats Intercepted
C-8 enemy barges about 20 miles 3E of Morobe (Hercules Bay) 
sinking three*

WORTH -/ aSTEKN- AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /l8 :

(1) "KALGOORLIEM escorting Convoy PD10 (MI SLANDER” "MULIAMA") dep.
Thursday Is . 1650/lb  for Darwin ETA 2130/l9*

(2) "WILCAMNIA" escorting "FINGAL" "ALDINGA" dep. Darwin 04C0/17
for Thursday Is . ETA 0930/2L.

(3) "WARHEG0" "IHVERELL" escorting "MAETSUYCKER" were to depart
finslow 0900/18 for Darwin ETA 1600/22.

(4) 6 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships &. Aux. - "VENDETTA" "CASTLEMAINE" "BISH0PDALE"

(i i )  EUEMT FORCES

(1) Dutch New Guinea - (a) Liberator on reconnaissance reports sighting
early afternoon 17th 1 light cruiser or 
destroyer and 2 transports (3-4000 tons) 
approx 20 miles S. by W. Fak Fak.

(b) Same aircraft reports sighting a small
schooner in Argoeni Bay approx 35 miles 
SSE of Babo.

(2) Kai Is* - Same B*24 reports sighting at 1305/17 a small unidentifle
vessel beached en a reef between feoei Is . and Tengab Is*
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3 . ggUTH -?K STERN AREA 
)

( ! )  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 120p /l8 ;

(1) "TROMP* "VAN GALEN” "VAN REEMSKEliK" "TJ1SRX HIDDES* on 
escort duty#

(2) "KAEIMELA* "WALLAROO" "HORSHAM* escorting Convoy 014 dep. 
Fremantle 1230 /17 . "SAELAROO* "H ® ^ A M W to part 
compoiy 2030/17 and were bo veturn Prsmantle 
0400 /18 . Kit HI ©LA" to escort towards Persian Gulf 
returning Fremantle OOGO/s March.

(3) "ISOBEL* escorting "KOOLINDA" dep. Gerald ton 1233A c  for 
E^mouth Gulf ETA 0800 /l9 .

(b) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "DUBBO" "PELIAS"
"TRINIT " "WHIPPOORWILL* "WANGANELLA* (Hospital 

ship ).
Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "PRESTON" *LARK* "CHILDS" "HERON*

"K .12 "

(i i )  ENEMY FORCES

Fremantle - At 113o/l6  an a llied  vessel reported sighting 
the periscope of a submarine approx 167 miles WSW of 
Fremantle.

4 . EASTERN SOLTHEtfll AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12D0/lS ;

(1) *GEELONG" escorting "CANBERRA". *LE TRIOMPHANT* departs
Sydney 17 /2  so as to RV before dark. *LE TRIOMPHANT* 
to escort "CANBERRA" to Sydney. "GEELONG* to return 
Brisbane.

(2) "YANDRA* *WAGGA* "TOWNSVILLE* escorting Convoy C072 (incl.
"COLD STAR" for .Fremantle). ' “  ~~

(6) "AUSTRALIA" "BACLEY" * HEALEY* dep. Sydney 1737/17 for Melbourne 
ETA 0400 /19 .

(4) *WAR RAMUNGA" escorting "NOORDAM* dep. Wellington 1046/ l 6 for
Brisbane ETA 0930/21.

(5) "MILDURA" "MORESBY" escorting Convoy PC71 for Port Kembla,
Sydney a d  Newcastle,

(6) " SHEPPARTON" dep. Melbourne 2029 /1S to survey shoal pa tch
off Cape Otway and Wilson’ s Promontoryj thence 
proceeding Sydney.

(V) "AR'uUTA" dep. Sydney 16 4 9 /1 7 . To carry out fu ll  calibre 
firings to seaward of Cape Mote ton en route. To 
proceed Townsville.

(8) "ROCKHAMPTON" escorting Convoy GP35 (incl. "XUHJMBA* for
Townsville) dep. Sydney 1© 57 /17  ETA Caloundra 1430 /20 .

(b) In Harbour;

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "DOBBIN" "ABRAT'AM CRYNSSEN*
"BUNBURY* "DELORAINE" "KYBRA* "SUMNER"
"BUNGAREE" YDG.2 

(Repairing) "NEW ORLEANS" "HELM" "ALHENA" "BU N DAM G *
(In Reserve) *MAN00RA* "WESTRALIA"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "SPRINGDALE* "DOOMBA* 
(Refitting) " WA RRNAMBOOL *

- 3 -



B. SOUTH PACIFIC AHEA

~\

(1(2

(i )  ALLIED FORCES

At Van ikoro - THOHNTON (AVt)
At Espiritu Sari to - ENTERPRISE 

MORRIS ELLKT HUGHES Ml 
LA VALETTE (DD) CURTISS 
BALLARD (AVD) DIXIE (AD)

(CV) SAM DIEGO (CL) LAMSON 
i Si'IK RUSSELL CONY HOVEY 
MACKINAC TANGIER (AV)
PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) AEG JUBA

ALDEBARAN CARINA (AK) TALAimNCA (AP) ARCTIC (AP) NEOSIIO 
WHIPSTOCK PATUXENT (AO) NAVAJO MENOMINEE (AT) VIREO (Alt) 
CONFLICT (AM) YP.290 YP.517 YP .518 KIWI (a/ o Vessel)

(-3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON NORTH CAROLINA INDIANA (BB) SARATOGA (CV) 
SAN JUAN (CL) MURPHY S.ITU DUNLAP PANSING BALCII READ 
CUMMINGS k AULICK CASE (DD) TRACY MONTGOMERY (DM) 
PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AS) LASSEN (AK) WHITNEY (AD)
PULLER (AP) KINGFISHER NEVILLE MERCURY ALGORAB ARIDED 
CASTOR TITANIA (AK) TRYON (APII) SONOMA (AT) SUAMICO 
CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT (AM) PREBLE GAMBLE (DM) AHD.2 YP .239 

uva - POCOMOKE (AV) CATALPA ROSEWOOD (YN)(4)
(5)

(6 )

(7)

(8 )

(9)

(10)

At
At Nandi - NEW MEXICO MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) MAHAN WOODWORTH 

MeCALLA LANG (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)
Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK (AM)

LOCUST (YN) WANDANK (XT) MATAI MOA TUI (A/S Vessels) 
ORTOLAN (ASR) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) STRATFORD (AP) 
PATHFINDER (AG)

At Vila  - WICHITA LOUISVILLE (CA) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER 
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SUWANNEE SANGAMON (ACV)
CONWAY WALLER FLETCHER O ’BANNOM RADFORD NICHOLAS 
EDWARD (DD) BESCHES PLATTE (AO) RIGEL (AR) R O A M  
BUTTERNUT (YN) PC.476 PC.477 C .479 KITTYHAWK 

At Auckland - ACHILLES (GL) MCNOVAI (A .M .C) EBONY (YN)
MOUNT VERNON (AP) SOLACE (AH)

Refittin g LEANDER (CL)
At Wellington - BREESE (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) HUNTER LIGGETT 

GEORGE CLiaKER AMERICAN LEGION (AP)
At Papeete - CHEVREUXL (CL)

I I .  NAVAL INCIDEKTS

N I L .

111 * EKEMY»3 PROBATE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S .W .P .A .
particularly Central fe Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea - S .V . coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea.Islands.

(2) Possible offensive against eastern New Guinea
area.

(3) Possible attempt to occupy Merauke.
(4) Increased offensive submarine a ctlv ity .

For A/DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .  
G. II.11 . , S. ■»« P .A .

18/2/43
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A P P E N D I X

tpjfclLY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

SOUmVKST PACIFIC AREA 

EASTERN SECTION

8 ” Cruisers 
6 M Cruisers

Armed. Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla  Leaders

Destroyers

Effective

(I)  Allied Forces:

AUSTRALIA
HOBART
PHOENIX

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Guriboa ts

Oilers

AHUNTA 
WAKRAMUNGA 
LE TRIOMPHANT 
SELFRIDGE 
PATTERSON 
HENLEY 
RALPH TALBOT 
BAGLEY" 
KUGFORD 
STUART 
GREEHLIKG ) 
GROWLER ] 
GUARDFISH j 
NAUTILUS ) 
ALBACORE 
AMEER JACK 
ARGONAUT 
GATO 
GRAMPUS 
GRAY BACK 
GiDUPER 
SNAP PER 
Sv'/ORDFISH 
TUNA 
TRITON 
WABOO 
K .9
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO
A ii S£ flA ERSK 
irUKJ MBA 
VICTORIA

Non-effective

NE# ORLEANS

MANOORA ) .  doccwtto 
WE STEAL IA ) 0 Kese.ve

HELM

At Brisbane

On Patrol

At Sydney

(l i )  Enemy Forces: (Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force)
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
5-6 Battleships (BB) YALifff 0

MUSAS III
MUTSU
NAGATO
EARUNA
KONGO

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV) SJIKAKU
2-3 Converted A/c Carriers (XCV)ZUIHC

HA XVI AKA
HITAKA (poss. Home Waters)

3 Auxiliary A/c Carriers (ACV) UNYO ) ,
CHUYO ) i err'yin6 OTAKA



corrective is o n - « iio u  i/ivc

A TAGO M OGAM I (bel. sunk 1 4 /l l )
TAKAO SUZUYA ) poss. sunk
TONE MYOKO ) l3-14/ll
TIKTJMA 
NAG FI 
HACFCRO 
CHOKAI 
KUMAKG
AGBA (doubtful)
ISUZU 
KATORI 
KASHIMA 
HAGARA 
01
KIT AG A!,II

1 or 2 converted light cruisers (XCL)
Approx 27 submarines (SS)
Approx 40-45 destroyers (DD)
4 Seaplane Carriers (AV) GHITOSE

AKIT'SU SHIMA 
NISSHII 
KAMO I

9 Converted S/P  Tenders (XA7)
Several Submarine Taiders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3 ,000  tons)

•
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.chasers, MTB*3, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 323 shore-based aircraft incl. 113 F, 13 0 B, 22 f /B , 43 f /p ,

IB  Oban, or transport aircraft,

2 . WESTERN SECTION

6 n Caiser 
Flotilla  Leader
A .A . Ship
Armed Merciiant Cruiser 
Destroyers

s/P Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Oiler
Submarines

3 . EAST IKDIKS - FHILIPPIHES

( i ) Allied Forces:

6 Submarines on patrol stations in Chine Sea or NEI area (see above)

(ii )  Enemy Forces:

C*s in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet 
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASHIGAiLA
3 light cruisers (CL) KASHII KAICRI (damaged 21/1)

_  KUMA
^  1 converted light cruiser (XCL)

Approx 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (AV) 1J0T0R0
1 Converted s/p  Tender (XAV)
App? ox 175 ahore-based aircraft incl. 79 F , 56 B, 24 f / p , 16 transport

drcraft.

(I )  Allied Forces:

ADELAIDE

VAK HEEMSKERK 
KANIMBIA 
T JERK HIDDES 
VAN GALSN 
VENDETTA 
HERON
W.B.PRS3T0K 
CHILDS 
PELIAS 
BISBOPDALE 
GRAYLING- ) 
GKEKADIER )
GUDGEON
THRESHER
TROUT
K.12
GAR
©AMBCR
TA13T0G
K.8

)
)
)

On Patrol

At Fremantle

Heavy Cruisers (CA)

\
V

6 light cruisers (CL)

- 2 -



B. CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA

J

V
Battleships

Converted a / o Carrier 
Auxiliary a / g Carriers

8 M Cruisers

Effective

( i ) Allied Forces:

IBAL'O
PENNSYLVANIA
NEVADA
LONG I SLA I©
NASSAU
ALTA MBA
COPAHEE
PORTLAND

Destroyers
Submarines

CinC 1st Fleet
4-5 Battleships (BB)

15 (appro-v) 
23 (approx)

(i i )  Enemy Forces:

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 light cruisers (CL)

I3E
FUSO
YAILASHIRO
HYUGA

ABUKUMA
SENDAI

4 Converted s/p  Tenders (XAV)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers and Gunboats (DD & PG) 
Approx 27 Submarines (SS)

Non-effective

WEST VIRGINIA 
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

SALT LAKE CITY 
SAN FRANCISCO 
PENSACOLA

SHOKAKU

C. SOUTHERN PACIFIC AREA

(i)

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliar y a / c Carrlsrs

8 ” Cruisers 

6 W Cruisers

5" Cruisers

Destroyers 
A  Armed Merchant Cruisers

Allied Forces:

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
NORTH CAROLINA
MARYLAND
COLOR® 0
MISSISSIPPI
NEW MEXICO
ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA
CPBtfANGO
SAMJAMOB
SUWANNEE
MINNEAPOLIS
LOUISVILLE
WICHITA
HELXKA LEANDER
HONOLULU
ST. LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CL EVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
ACHILLES
SAN DIEGO
SAM JUAN
50 (approx)
10N0WAI 
A SCANIA



r

NORTHERN PACIFIC A REA Effective Non-effective

v
8 ” Cruiser 
6 " Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

CinC 5tb Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL)

( ! )  Allied Forces?

INDIANAPOLIS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

(i i )  Enem;-, Forces: (H.Honshu-KUrlies-Aleutians)

Approx 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)

TAMA
KISO

SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

(! )  Allied Forces:

6 " Cruisers CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

(i) Allied Forces:

Battleships

*

3t
Aircraft Carrier *
Seaplane Carrier 
8 ” Cruisers

M
7 .5 ” Cruisers 

6 ” Cruisers

a

3*
n

Armed Merchant Cruisers

*

A .A . Ship a
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

*  Note:

WARSPITE 
RESOLUTION 
RAM ILLIES 
REVENGE
ROYAL SOVEREIGN 
ILLUSTRIOUS 
ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE
GEORGICS AVEROFF (Greek) 
HANKINS
FROBISHER 
MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA 
BIKffi INGHAM 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
DRAGON 
CAPETOWN 
CALEDON
SUMATRA (Dutch)
ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE 
CORFU 
CHITRAL 
RANHJRA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE 
CARLISLE

Bo recent intelligence. Present 
location uncertain.

x GLASGOW
*  EMERALD
*  DAKAE 

DAUNTLESS 
DURBAN 
CERES 
CARADOC

(ii) Enemy Forces:

Approx 3 subraarines



MOST SECRET

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC fc INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIV 1'IY

19th-February,1943

I .  DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AltEA

1. WORTH EASTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED VOKCKS

(a ) At Sea to 12Qo /l9 :

(1) "KATOOMBA" en route Milne Bay to Port Moresby ETA 16CO/l9.
(2) "WHYALLA" departed Port Moresby 1321/18 ETA Milne Bay 1300 /19 .
(3) "SWAN" escorting Convoy NT2 ( "MONTPRO" for Cairns, "JOSEPH

HOLT11 for Townsville) dep. Port Moresby IGOO/lQ. 
Convoy TO disperse at Fitzroy Island ETA "MOOTORO" 
Cairns 1600 /20 , ETA "JOSEPH HOLT" Townsville 0400/21, 
ETA "SWAM" Townsville 1920 /20 .

(4) S C .744 Towing 2 PTfs departed Cairns 1040/17 for Milne Bay
ETA 1500 /20 .

(5) "BALLARAT" escorting Convoy TN.38 (H.T."KATOOMBA" "MANGOLA"
"ADMIRAL CHAoE*') dep. Towns ville 14lo /l7  for Port 
Moresby ETA 1200/20 .

(8) "AKtfNTA" en route Sydney to Townsville.
(7) "KAPUNDA" was due Gladstone 0700/19,
(8) "MANUNDA" departed Brisbane 1127/15 for Port Moresby, was

due 0800/19.
(9) 13 subnjarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour;

Oro Bay

Milne Bay

Port Moresby -

Cairns

Town s'vilie 

Dunk Island 

Brisbane

(Repairing)

Warships & Aux. - "PIRIE"
Merchant Vessels: "JANSSENS"
Warships & Aux. - "GLENELG" "BROOME" "HILO"

4 PT's
Merchant Vessels: “VAN DEM BOSCH" "VAN SPILBERGEN" 

"BANTAM" "GEORGE W.McCRARY" "VAN DER LIJN" 
"FRANCIS IE <V IS " , approx 50 small craft.

Warships & Aux. - "LATKOBE" "ECHUCA"
Merchant Vessels : "DAVID BUSHNELL" "KARSIK"

"CLEVELAND ABBE" "BALIKPAPAN" "VAN HEEMSKERK" 
"HENRY DEARBORN" "MACUMBA" " SftARTENHONDT"
"LADY ISOBEL" "MERNOO", approx 20 small craft .

- Warship as- Aux. - "STUART" "PLATYPUS" "BENDIGO"
"TULSA" 19 Pl’»s (2 re fit  tine)

- Warships & Aux. - "COLAC" "YUNNAN" ( A .S . I .S . )
2 PT »s

Warships & Aux. - "HOBART" "SELPRIDGE" "RALPH
TALBOT" "MEIKKUR" "AASE MAERSK" 

Warships & Aux. - "PHOENIX" "MUGFORD" "GEELONG" 
"BOWEN" "GYMPIE" "FULTON" "VICTORIA" SC .746 
SC. 748 "POYANG" (A. S. I .  S .)  YMS.9 YLtS.49 
YlviS . 50

"LITHGOW" "GOULBURN"

( ° )  Proposed Movements:

(1) "LATROBE" escorting "S.VARTEHHONDT" to depart Port Moresby
p.m. 1 9 /2  for Cairns.

(2) "YARRA* "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" to proceed Cairns from Townsville.
When ready "BENDIGO" to escort Convoy TN37 ("YARRA" 
"ADMIRAL DAL STEAD" each towing 2 Pt  »s J to Milne Bay.

(3) Convoy TN39 - "BOTH" "VIRGINIAN" to depart Townsville 1300 /20 .
"ARUNTA" to RV off Fitzroy Island 0700/21 and e scort 
to Port Moresby ETA 1200 /23 .

(4) "BOWEN" escorting Convov BT40 ("YOCHOW" "NICOLAOU MARIA") to

depart Brisbane 1 8 00 /l9 .



,^ ^ < 1 }  San Cristobal - Re nor t timed 2057/17 indicated that enemy 
▼  " 'torpedo'"'aircraft attacked allied shipping 24 miles HNE

of Cape Surville, San Cristobal. No further details ha^e 
been received.

(2) Mew Georgia - Allied aircraft (ex Soupac) sighted two or three
aircraft on Vila aerodrome a.m . 18 /2 .

(3) Shor tl and -Hew Geor -;ia - At 1530/18 a car o vessel escorted by
at le a s t ' another si lip was sighted on a SE course approx
10 miles SE of Faisi. Half an hour later probably the same 
force, described as 1 cargo vessel and 2 escorts, was seen 
on the same course approx 20 miles NNW of Sokovovi Point,
Vella Lave11a Is . probably en route Vila Plantation.

(4) Shortlands - (a) 10 Liberators (ex Soupac) attacked shipping and
aerodromes Buin-Faisi area early morning 18tft. 
Nil hits on shipping but bombs dropped on 
Ballale runway and revetment area Kahili 
starting fires at latter place.

(b) Special search (ex Soupac) reports having 
sighted at 1420 /18 , 8 destroyers and 10 
cargo vessels in Buin-Faisi area*

(5) Solomon Sea - Midday 18th a cargo vessel escorted by a small
gunboat was attacked approx 57 milee ESE Cape Orford. Nil 
h its . Vessels were on a northerly course.

(6) Arawe - Catalina received indications early morning 18th and
later sighted possible submarine 13 miles ESE of Arawe.

(7) Cape Gloucester - Single Liberator attacked 5000 ton cargo
vessel at llSo /18  approx 37 miles ENE of Cap© Gloucester, 
course 260°. Hear misses scored.

(8) Lae - Catalina made unsuccessful dive attack night 17th on a
small vessel o ff Lae.
(Comment: Possibly submarine in view recent reports.)

(9) Markham Valley - Four B .2S*s report 18 /2  observing a new strip
about 1 mile north of Wahgut (30 miles WHW Nadzab).

(10) Kumus1-Cape Ward Hunt - Reported midday 17th that coast from 
Kumusi to a point £> miles west of Cape Ward Hunt is clear 
of enemy.

( i i )  ENEMY FORCES

. NORTH ESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /19 :

(1) "KALG00RLIE" escorting Convoy 11)10 ( ttI SLANDER" "MULIAMA") dep.
Thursday Is . lSSO/lb for Darwin ETA 2130/19 .

(2) "WILCANNIA" escorting "FINGAL" "ADDINGA" dep. Darwin 0400/17
for Thursday Is . ETA 0930/2L .

(3) "WARREGO" "INVERELL" escorting " MALITSUYCKER" dep. Onslow 0900/18
for Darw in ETA loGO/22.

(4) 4 submarines on patrol.
(5) "VENDTTA" dep. Darwin 1530/18 for a ir , sea rescue duty.

(fr) In  Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "CASTLEMAINE" "BISHO DALE”

( i i )  ENEMY FORCES

D illi  - A probable cruiser or armed transport in D illi Harbour 
morning 18th was attacked by B .2 5 fs without visual results.

. SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 12Q 0/l9 :

(1) "TROUP" "VAN GALEN" "VAN HEEMSKERK" "TJERK HIDDES" on
escort duty.

(2) "KAHIMBLA" escorting Co. voy <M4 towards Persian Gulf returning

Fremantle 060o/d March.



(3) "ISOBEL* escorting "KOOLINDA* dep. Carnarvon 1300/18 for
Exmouth Gulf ETA 0900/19.

* (b) In Harbourt

Fremantle - Warships^ Aux. - "ADELAIDE* "DUBB0n "PELIAS"
"TRINITY" ’’VSHIPPOORWILL* "WANGANELLA" (Hospital

Ship)
Exao^th Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "PRESTON" "LARK" "CHILDS"

"HERON" "K .12 "

4 .  EASTERN fe SOUTHERN AHEA

(i) JL LIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 0 0 /l 9 ;

(1) " PATTERS)N11 dep. Brisbane 160l/lS  to HV with "OTUS" in
position 33031ts, 160066*E at 0600 /20 . To escort

to Sydney.
(2) "YAH DR A” "WAGGA" "TOWNSVILLE" escorting Convoy 0072 (incl.

"GOLD STAR" for Fremantle).
(3) "AUSTRAL IA w "BAGLEY" "HENLEY” dep. Sydney 1737/17 for Melbourne

were due 0400 /l9 . ,
(4) "WARRAMUNGA" escorting "NOORDAM" dep. Wellington 1645/16 for

Brisbane ETA 0930/21 .
(5 ) "MILDURA" "MORESBY" escorting Convoy PC71 for Port Kerabla,

Sydney and Newcastle.
(6) "ROCKHAMPTON" escorting Convoy GP35 (incl. "KURUMBA for

Townsville) dep, Sydney IQ57A 7 ETA C loundra 1430 /20 .

(b) In Harbour:

Sydney - 1 arships & Aux. - "LE TKDMPHAHT" "DOBBIN*
"ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN* "SHE?PARTON* "BUNBURY" 
"DELORAINE" "KYBRA* "SUMNER" "BUNGAREE"
YDG.2

(Repairing) "1®# 0HLJMT3" "HELM* "ALHENA" "BUNDABERG"
(In  Reserve) "MANOOilA" "WESTRALIA"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "SPRINGDALE" "D00...BA'■
(Refi t ting) "WARRMA fffiOOL"

SOUTH VIC IFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - THORNTON (AVD)
(2) At Espiritu Canto - ENTERP RISE (CV) SAN DIEGO (CL) LAMSON

MORRIS ELLET HUGHES MU ST IN RUSSELL CONY IIOVEY 
LA VALETTE (DD) CURTISS MACKINAC TANGIER (AV)
BALLARD (AVD) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) ALCIIIBA 
A IDEBARAK CARINA (AK) TALAMANCA (AP) ARCTIC (AP) NEOSHO 
WHIP STOCK PATUXENT (AO) NaVAJO MENOMINEE (AT) VIREO (AM) 
CONFLICT (AM) YP .290 YP .517 YP .518 KIWI (A/S Vessel)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON NORTH CAROLINA INDIANA (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAR JUAN (CL) MURPHY . SMITH DUNLAP FANNING BALCH READ 
CUMMINGS AULICK CASE (DD) TRACY MONTGOMERY (DM)
PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AS) LASSEN (AE) WHITNEY (AD)
FULLER (AP) KINGFISHER NEVILLE MERCURY ALGORAB A IDED 
CASTOR TITANIA (AK)TRYON (APH) SONOMA (AT) SUAMICO 
CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT (AM) PREBLE GAMBLE (DM) A D .2  YP.239

(4) At Suva - S2&& POCOMOKE (AV) CATALPA ROSEWOOD (YN)
(5) At Nandi - NEW MEXICO MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) MAHAN WOODWORTH

McCALLA LANG (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK (AM)

LOCUST (YN) WANDA NK (YT) MATAI MO A TUI (A/S Vessels) 
ORTOLAN (ASR) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) STRATFORD (AP)
PATHFINDER (AG)

(8) At Vila - WICHITA LOUISVILLE (CA) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER 
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SUWANNEE SANGAMON (ACV)

CONWAY WALLER FLETCHER O ’BANKON RADFORD NICHOLAS 

EDWARD (DD) NESCHES PLATSE (AO) RIGEL (AR) i'DAIER

-  3



BUTTERNUT (YN) PC.476 PC.477 PC.473 KITTYHA'A'K 
;g )  At Auckland - ACHILLES (CL) MOHCMAI (A .M .C) EBONY (YN)

MOUNT VERNON (AP) SOLACE (All)
Refitting - LKAMDER (CL)

(9) At Wellington - BREESE (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) HUNTER LIGGETT 
GEORGE CLYMER AMERICAN LEGION (AP)

(10) At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (CL)

D . IK U A N  OCEAN AREA

( I ) -CLIED FORCES

’’KAJIIMBLA” escorting Convoy q?4 dep. Premantle 1230 /17 .
To escort towards Persian Gulf. "KAITIMBLA11 
to return Fremantle ETA 0600/6 March.

11 • .MYAL IRC IDQ-ITS 

N IL .

I I I .  ENEMY'S PlflBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced p o rtio n s  S .W .P .A ,
particularly Central & Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea - S.W, coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive against eastern New Guinea
area.

(3) Possible attempt to occujf Merauke.

(4) Increased offensive submarine activity .

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .  
G ,H . , S .W .P .A .

19 /2 /43
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A.

A  A P P E N D I X

DAILY APPREC1ATI0M-PACI- IC i: INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY 

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

EASTERN SECTION Effective lion-effective

8 ” Cruisers 
6" Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Oilers

( ! )  Allied Forces:

AUSTRATIA
HOBART
PHOENIX

ARUHTA 
WARRAMUHGA 
LE TRIOMPHAKT 
SELFRIDGE
PATTERSON

RALPH TALBOT 
BAG LEY 
MUGFORD 
STUAKT 
GREENLIN G 
GROWLIR 
GIJARDFISH 
NAUTILUS 
TUNA 
ALBACORE 
AKBERJACK 
ARGONAUT 
GATO 
SRAMPUS 
GRAYBACK 
SNAPPER 
SWORDFISH 
TRITON 
WAHOO 
X. 3 At 
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO
AASE MAERSK 
KURUMBA 
VICTORIA

HEW ORLEANS

MANOORA ) Qn Reserve
WESTRALIA )

HELM

At Brisbane

On Patrol

C!"r5die;

( i i ) -iSneafty Forces:

CinC Combined Fleet
CinC 2nd FLeet (Striking Force)
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates P Icet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
5-6 Battleships (BB) YAI1AT0

MUSA Si I 
MUTSU 
N A GATO 
HARUNA 
KONGO

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV) Z UIKAKU 
2-3 Converted A/C Carriers(XCV) ZTJIHO

EAYATAKA
III TAKA (poss. Home Waters)

3 Auxiliary a/c carriers (ACV) OTjtO^ ) p e r i , j l n 6  OTAKA

(Trak-Jaluit-Bismarcks-Solomons)

- 1 -



£5*X JL w vu. »• w
Heat ̂ cruisers  (CA)

â l
MOGAMI (bel.sunk 14-/11) 
MYOKO ) poss. sunk 
SUZUYA ) i3-14/ll

6 light crufesrs (CL)

ATAGO 
TAKAO
TONE 
TIKU1SA 
HAGHI 
HAGURO 
CHOKAI 
KUMANO
AOBA (doubtful)
ISUZ0 
KA TO i-:I 
KASHIMA 
NAGARA 
01
KITAGAMI

1 or 2 converted light cruisers (XCL)
Approx 27 submarines (SS)
Approx 40-46 destrojers (DD)
4 Seaplane Carriers (A?) C HIT03E

AKITSUSBIMA 
NISSHIN 
KAMO I

9 Converted : /  Tenders (XAV)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, ICTB’ s, Gunboats, Patrol Graft 
Approx 323 shore-baaed aircraft incl. 113 F, 130 B, 22 F/B, 43 F/P, 

18 Obsa. or transport aircraft.

WESTERS SECTION

6" Cruiser 
Flotilla Leader 
A«A. Ship
Armed Merchant Cruiser 
Destroyers

S/p Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Oiler
Submarines

( i ) Allied Forces:

ADELAIDE
TROMP
VAN HEEMSKERK 
KAKILJBLA 
TJERK HIDDES 
VAN GiLEN 
VENDETTA 
HERON
■i'.B. PaESTON 
CHILDS 
PELIAS 
81300PD ALE
GRENADIER
THRESHER
TiiQUT

On Patrol

K.12
GAR
GUDGEON 
TAM BOR 
TAUTOG 
K .8

At Bxnouth Gulf

At Premantle

EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

(i) Allied Forces:

6 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or MET area (see above)

(ii)  Enemy Forces:

Cfs In G 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet 
1 heavy cruiser (CA) A SHIGARA
3 light cruisers (CL) KASRII NATORI (damaged 21/1)

O T A
1 converted light cruiser (XCL)
Approx 18 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 submarines (SS)
1 Stttplane Carrier (AV) NGTOHO
1 Converted s/p  Tender (XAV)
Approx 175 shore-based aircraft Incl. 79 F, 56 B, Qi F/P, 16 transport

aircraft.

- 2 -



X. J-W
(i )  Allied Forces:

Battleships

Converted a / g carrier
gojutx Auxiliary A/C Carriers

8 ” Cruisers

IDAHO
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA 
LONG ISIAND 
NASSAU 
ALTAMA PA 
COPAHEE 
PCS? TLA 1©

Destroyers
Submarines

CinC 1st Fleet 
4-5 Battleships (ii; )

15 (approx) 
23 (approx)

( i i )  Enemy Forces:

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 light cruisers (OL)

ISE
FU30
YA1A SEIKO 
1TYJGA

AStJKUMA
3EJDAI

4 Converted 8/?  Tenders (XAV)
6 Olcl Amoured Cruisers (OCA)
Adttox 30 Destroyers and Gunboats (ED & PG) 
Approx 2/ Submarines (SS)

SO UTHERN PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

( i ) All1ed Forces:

INDIANA

Aircrsft Carriers 

Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8 ” Cruisers

6 ” Cruisers

5” Cruisers

Destroyers
Armed Merchant Cruisers

CASHINGTOM 
NORTE CAROLINA 
KMXLAHD
color®  o
MISSISSIPPI
NK,V rsxico
ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA
CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE
MINNEAPOLIS
LOUISVILLE
WICHITA
HELENA
HONOLULU
ST. LOUIS
NASHVILLE
C OL’X.iBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
ACHILLES
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN
50 SOE5&E (approx)
MONOtvAI
ASCANIA

- 3 -

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

S/LT LAKE C O T  
SAN FRANCISCO 
PENSACOLA

3R0KAKU

Lb! AN DER



WOftTMV.tttT m CIFIC AREA

8 ” Cruiser 
6 ” Cruisers

1 0  Destroyers 
1 0  Submarines

(!)  Allied Forces;

INDIANAPOLIS
DETRrIT 
RALEIGH

Effective Non-effective

( i i )  Enemy Forgoesi (N.Honshu-ITu r i l e s -Aleutians)

TM A
KISO

CinC 5th Fleet
2  l i g h t  cruisers (CL)

Approx 4 Destroyers ( I D )
Approx, 7 Submarines (SS)

SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

(i) Allied Forcost

6” Cruisers CONCORD 
TRENTON 
RICHMOND

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 ” Cruisers

7 •5 ” Cruisers

6” Cruisers

Armed Merchant cruisers

A.A. Ship
Approx 27 i->es troy era 
Approx 9 Submarines

( ! )  Allied forces:

WARSPIPE 
resolution 

n RAM ILL IE S
REVENGE

*  ROYAL SOVEREIGN
*  ILLUSTRIOUS 

ALBATROSS
DEVONSHIRE 

»  GEOHOIOS AVEHOFP 
HAWKINS
f r o b is ik r

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
BIRMINGHAM 
ENTER Hi ISE 
LIVEHP OOL

*  DRAGON 
CAPETOWN

*  CALEDON
- *  SUMATRA (Dutch) 

ALAUMIA 
CARTHAGE 

k  C ORFU 
G HI T >- iil J 
RAU P -ilA 
RANCHI
MORGICSTEESHIRE 

m. CAtiL ISLE

n Notes No recent intelligence. Present 
location uncertain.

(Greek)

*  GLASGOW 
js EMERALD 
m DANAE

DAUNTLESS 
DURBAN 
CERES 
C ARADOC

( i i ) Enemy Forces;

Approx 3 submarines



MOST SECRET

DA ILY A PFREC I AT I QK-PAJiriC &: INDIAN X  a' KAV'AL ACTIVITY

20th Februar ?,1943

I .  DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

SOUTH VEST PACIFIC AREA

1 , NORTH E A STEM AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At, Sea to IgQo/gQ;

(1) "BROOME" escorting "VAN DEN BOSCH1* departed Milne Bay 1402/19
for Oro Bay E .T .A . 0600/21.

(2) "MANUNDA" departed Port Moresby 1517/19 for Milne Bay,was due
120C/20.

(3) "SWAN" escorting Convoy KT2 ("MONTORO" for Cairns, HJOSEPH HOLT"
for Townsville) dep. Port Moresby 1600 /lb . Convoy 
to disperse at Fltzroy Island ETA "MONTORO" Cairns 
1C00/20, ETA ’’JOSEPH HOLT” Townsville 0400 /21 ,
ETA "SWAN" Townsville 192G/20.

(4) "WILCANKIA" escorting "FINGAL" "ALDINGA" departed Darwin D400/17
for Thursday Island ETA 0930/21.

(5 ) 3C.744 Towing 2 PT’ s departed Cairns 1040/17 for Milne Bay
ETA 1500/20 .

(6) "BENDIGO” and ”TULSA” (towing 4 PT’ s) escorting Convoy TN37
("YARRA” towing 1 PT "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" towing 2 PT’ s) 
were to depart Cairns 0800/20 for Milne Bay ETA 1200/23 .

(7) "BALLARAT" escorting Convoy TN.38 (H.T."KATOOMBA" "MANGOLA”
”ADMIRAL CHASE” ) dep. Townsville 1410/17 for Port 
Moresby ETA 1200/20 .

(8 ) "KAPUNDA" escorting Convoy GT6 ("PAINE WINGATE" "BONTEKOE")
departed Gladstone I$ 4 0 /l9  for Townsville 0240/21.

(9) ’’BOWEN" escorting "YOCHOW” departed Brisbane 0039/20 to R .V .w ith
northbound section GP35 (Including "KURUMBA") at 0700/20 
and escort to vicinity of Percy Islands detaching 
"YOCHOW" at Gladstone. On arrival Percy Islands,
"BOWEN” to return Gladstone.

(10) 10 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour i

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. - "PIRIE"
Merchant Vessels: "JANSSENS"

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux."WHYALLA” "GLENELG” "KILO”
4 P .T ’ s

Merchant Vessels: "VAN SPILBERGEN” "BAHTAM” 
"GEORGE W.McCRARY” "VAN DER LIJN” "FRANCIS 
"LEWIS” , approx. 50 small craft.

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. "KATOOMBA” "LATROBE" "ECIIUCA”
Merchant Vessels: "DAVBj BUSHNELL” "KARSIK"

’’CLEVELAND ABBE” "BALIKPAPAN" "fAH HEEMSKERK 
"HENR DEARBORN" "SWAKTENHONDT" "LADY ISOBEL 
approx. 20 small craft.

Cairns - Warships & Aux. - "STUART" "PLATYPUS" 12 PC’ s
( 2 refitting)

Townsville -Warships & Aux. "ARUNTA" "COLAC" "YUNNAN " (A. S. I
2 PT * s •

Dunk Island - Warships & ’a u x . - "HOBART" "SELFRIDGE" "RALPH
TALBOT" "MERKUR" "AASE MAERSK"

Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "PHOENIX" "MUGFORD" "GEELONG"
"BOWEN" "GYMPIE" "FULTON" "VICTORIA"
SC .746 SC .748 ”POYANG" ( A .S . I .S . )  YMS.9 
YMS.49 YMS.50 

(Repairing) "LITHGOW” "GOULBURN"

(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) "LATROBE" escorting "SW.ARTENHONDT" to depart Port Moresby 
20/2  for Cairns.



(2) Convoy TN39 - "BOTH” "VIRGINIAN" to depart Townsville 1300 /20 .
nAHJ NTA" to RV off Fitzroy Island. OvOO/21 and escort 
to Port Moresby ETA 1200/23.

(3) "MERKTJR" to depart Dunk Island 2030/Bd for Towi sville ETA
0720/21

(ii )  EMEfiPi FORCES

NEff GEORGIA
(1) A cargo vessel and 2 destroyers reported yesterday (19/2) 

probably en route Vila Plantation from Shortlands, were sighted 
at the mouth of the Vila River by reconnaissance during the 

morning 19 /2 .
At 0935/19 one cargo vessel was sighted 12 miles north of 

Sokovovi Point (Vella Lavella) course W .N .W . Mo escorting 
vessels were visible.

A .M .19 /2  two Eeros were airborne over Vila Plantation Strip 
possibly as cover for the ships reported there in the previous 

paragraph.
On the same morning aircraft were reported on the ground at 

Munda aerodrome.
At 174C/18 Vila was attacked by 10 dive«bombers escorted 

by 14 fighters.
(2) as.OiTi'LAKDS

Morning reconnaissance 19 /2  reported
1 light cruiser or destroyer
9 cargo vessels, Including 1 large and 6 small 
1 unspecified naval vessel.

Total XI
Shipping in the area and Kahili aerodrome were attacked 

by four Catalinas and 12 .Portresses during the early hours of 
1 9 /2 . The attack was successful bpfccomplete results have 

still to be assessed.

(3) KIETA
a 7 . .1 9 /2  one probabletanker was seen in Arawa Bay 5 miles 

from Kieta.
(4) BUKA PASSAGE

“ k large destroyer is reported to have arrived at JJuka 
Passage at 1510/19 and at 1541/19 the destroyer and a 1000 ton 
cargo vessel departed towards the Korth West. At the same 
time the aerodrome was reported as quiet.

Porton and Chafoai are reported to have been re-occupied 
by the enemy. The enemy observation post at Porton was 
reported to have been vd t M r  awn on 18 / 2 .

(4) GASMATA
A't.'1345/19 the following vessels were seen off Gasmata :-

1 light cruiser or destroyer 
1 destroyer
1 6000 ton cargo vessel 3onrBanded by an oil 

slick 
All stationary.
3 barges under way.

Our reconnaissance aircraft reported the vessels still 
there after midnight, but the destroyer had possibly departed 
at 0315/20.

The cargo vessel was unsuccessfully attacked by a L._ 
reconnaissance Liberator at 1635. Twelve Zeros and 1 medium 
bomber were encountered.

(5) CAPE GLOUCESTER
A 1 ,0 00  ton merchant vessel, apparently with many men on 

deck, was sighted 12 miles N .E . of Gape Gloucester, course 

170° at 1435 /l9 . Seven Zeros were encountered in the 
vicinity .

(6 ) ALKXISIIAFEK
* Photos of shipping at Alexishafen on 18 /2  reveal that the 
vessel previously described as an auxiliary launch was in 
fact probably a weather reporting or communication vessel.

(7) LAE.
At 0711/19 three fighters took off from Lae aerodrome coarse 

M.E.
Troop concentrations at M&l&hang were strafed by 6 Beau- 

fighters a .m .19 /2 . Two Zeros were seen but made no attempt 

to intercept. Butibum and Angari, l i  miles N .E .Lae , were



also attacked about the same time by 10 Bostons which saw
11 aircraft airborne and 4 fighters on Malahang aerodrome.

SALAMAUA.
’ K 1 ,0 0 0  ton cargo vessel was seen and unsuccessfully 
attacked at 0938/19 in Salamaua Harbour. Subsequent 
reconnaissance at noon reported no sign of the vessel.
WAU - MUBO.

A ‘Japanese psirol was successfully ambushed in the vVau area 
on 1 7 /2 . 36 enemy were killed, without loss to ourselves. 

SUBMARINE ACTIVITY
Enemy submarines were located on 18 /2  in the following 

positions j-
1 - 17 3 0 !S 151 E . approximately 300 miles E x S 

_ of Cairns.
1 - 1 3  3 0 ‘S 156 3G*E approximately 190 miles

S .E . of Rossel Is .

2 . NORTH WESTERN AREA.

(i)  ALLIED FORCES
(a) At Sea to 1200 /20 :

(1) "KALGOORLIE" escorting Convoy TD10 ("ISLANDER" "MULIAMA") dep.
Thursday la . 1650/15 for lparwin, were due 2130 /19 .

(2) "WARREGO" "INVERELL" escorting "MAETSUYCKER" dep.Onslow
0900/18 for Darwin ETA 1600/22.

(3) 4 submarines on patrol.

(Id ) In Harbour

Darwin - Warships & Aux. "VENDETTA” ’’CASTLEMAINE" "BISHOPDALE".

(ii) ENEaiY FORCES

(1) MERAUKE
Between 1023 and 1120/l8  one enemy floatplane dropped 2 

bombs at S.S."HARMAN” off Merauke. No damage was Inflicted .
The aircraft approached from the North-west and departed in 
a similar direction.

(2) D IL L I.
photographs of shipping at D llli  on lb /2  reveal that the 

vessel previously described as a possible cruiser was in 
fact a 7 ,000  ton transport. Ho hits were obtained by bombs.

43 landing barges are also visible in the photographs.

3. SOUTH WESTERN AREA
~ (i ) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Seato 1200 /20s

(1) "W .B .PRESTON" departed Exmouth Gulf P .M .le /2  for Fremantle 
was due 0900/20 .

(b) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. "ADELAIDE" "TROUP" "VAN CALEN"
— --- »VAN HEEMSKERK" "TJERK HIDDES" "TRINITY" DIJBBO

" HIPPOORWILL" "WANGANELLA" (Hospital Ship)

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. "LARK" "CHILDS" "HERON" "ISABEL" 
---------- "K .12 "

riLliktii (11) ENEMY FORGES

At 0800/19 a possible submarine was reported in the vicinity
of Torbay Head, approximately 14 miles W .S .W . of Albany.

(9)

(1 0 )

\  (8)



' " 4 *v EASTERK & SOUTHERN AREA

V  (i ) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Q0/gQ

(1) "PATTERSON" dec. Brisbane lG 0l/l8  to RV m  th "OTUS" in position
33 3 1 1S, 160 66E at 0600/2G . To escort to Sydney.

(2) "MILDURA" escorting Convoy CO75 was to depart Newcastle 100/20 .
"MORESBY" "ABHAHAII C RYH 83 irw”' 'to take over Convoy from 
"MILDURA* at RV off Sydney 1700 /20 .

(3) "Y.ANDEA" "WAGGA" "TOWNSVILLE" escorting ConvoyC072 (including
"GOLD STAR" for Fremantle) "DOOMBA" escorting- Convoy 0C72 
departed Port Phillip  2L 57/19 to EV with Convoy C07§ in 
Wilson’ s Promontroy area,

(4) "KYBRA" dep. Sydney 1335/19 for Twofold Bay.
(5) WAkRAMUNGA escorting "NOORDAM" departed Wellington 1645/16

for Townsville.

(b) In Harbour

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "Li! TRIOMHIANT" "DOBBIN"
" ABRAHAI■ CRYHSSEN" "SHEPPARTON" "BUNBURY"
"mORESM" "DELORAINE" "SUMMER" "BUNGAREE" YDG.2 

(Repairing) "HEW ORIGANS" "HELM" "AL HIE HA" "BUNDABERG"
(In Reserve) "MANOORA” "AUSTRALIA1*

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. "AUSTRALIA" "BAG LEY'; "HENLEY" 
"SPRINGDALE"

(Ref itt in g ) "WARRNA BOOL"

(c ) Proposed Movementa?

(1) "ROCKBAI.1 PTON" "G Y O TE " escorting Convoy GP35 to dep. Caloundra 
150 0/2C for Sydney.

(i i )  EITEaY FORCES

(1) SYUHEY.
An enemy aircraft was reported in  the Syflney - Port Kembla 

area between 1855 and 235C/19.

(2) KANGAROO ISLAND
Ari enemy sub mar 1 ne is reported to have attacked "CORINRA" at 

0521 /20 , 130 miles south east of Kangaroo Island. (See Naval 
Incidents).

B* SOUTH PACIFIC AREA
(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - THORNTON (AVD)
(2) At Eayiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) SAN DIEGO (CL) LAMSWON

FLUooEii MORRIS ELLET HUGHES MUSTIN RUSSELL HOVEY 
LA VALETTE (DD) CURTISS iiACXINAC TANGIER (AV) BALLARD(AVD) 
DIXIE (AT) FYRO (AD) VESTAL (A,.) ALCHIBA ALDKBARAN 
GARINA (AK) TALAMANCA (AP) ARCTIC (AP) NEOSHO WHIPSTOCK 
PATUXENT (AO) NAVAJO MENOMINEE (AT) VIREC(AK) CONFLICT 
(AX) BUTTERNUT YN) YP.290 YP .517 YP .518 KIWI (a /s  Vessel)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON HORTJi Ca 1C LINA INDIANA (BB) SARATOGA
(CV) SAN JUAN (CL) MURPHY SMITE DUNLAP FANNING BALCH 
READ CUMMINGS AULICK CASE (DD) HONTGOlfcKY (DM) PROMETHEUS 
(AR) ARGO MI E (AS) LASSEN (AE ) WHITNEY (AD) PULLER (AP) 
KINGFISHER NEVILLE MERCURY ALGORAB ARIDED CASTOR TITANIA 
(AK) TEYON (API!) SONOMA (AT) SUAMICQ CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT 
(Ali) PREBLE GAMBLE (DM) A D .2 YP.259

(4) At Suva - POCOMOKE (AV) CATAL PA ROSEWOOD (YN)
(5) At Nandi - NEW MEXICO MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) MAHAN

WOODWORTH AARON WARD MeCALLA LANG (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTON NIAGARA (PC) BOBOLINK (AM)

LOCUST (YN) WANDANK (YT) MATAI MOA TUI (A /S  Vessels) 
ORTOLAN (ASR) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) STRATFORD (AP)
PATHFINDER (AG)

4 -



(7) At Vila  - WICHITA LOUISVILLE (CA) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SUWANNEE SANGAMON (AC?) 
CONWAY CONY WALLER FLETCHER O'BANNON RADFORD 
KICK OLA EDWARD (DD) NESCHES PLATTE (AO) HIGEL (AR) 
ROAMER PC.476 PC.477 PC.479 KITTYHAWK

(8) At Auckland » ACHILLES (CL) MONOWAI (A.M .C) EBONY (YN)
MOUNT VERNON (AP) SOLACE (AH)

Refitting » LEANDER (OL)
(9) At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (CL)

D . INDIAN OCEAN I'KEk
— — — — —  (I) ALLIED for c es

”KANIMBLA” escorting Convoy Q&4 dep. Premantle 1230 /17 .
To escort towards Persian Gulf. "KALIMBLA" to 
return Fremantle ETA 0600 / 0  March.

I I .  NAVAL INC IDEM'S

SAM CRISTOBAL I
Japanese torpedo bombers attacked a. transport group at 

2000/17 24 miles N .N .E . Cape Surville. The attack was « 
complete failure a m  transports and screen shot down at le ast
5 attacking ais’craft. No damage or casualties was suffered 
Jy  o\ir ships.

KANGAROO ISLAND.
"CORINDAH/BE.(3376  tons) reported being attacked by a 

submarine in position 37 22 *S .139 °29tE (approximately 130
miles S .E . of Kangaroo Island) at 0521/20. nC<BIKEA " was 
travelling independently from Adelaide to Melbourne and was 
then to join convoy. No report has yet been received as to
whether the attack was successful or not.

I I I .  ENEL'.IYf5 PROBABLE. 'EXT MOVE

(1) STRONG consolidation advanced positions S .W .P .A .
particularly Central &  Northern Solomons -
North coast New Guinea « S .W . coast Dutch NewGuinea
Tiaor/Arafora Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive against eastern New Guinea area.

(3) Possible attempt to occupy Merauke

(4) Increased offensive submarine activity.

if

For " DIRECTOR C. 0 . 1 . C. 
G .H .q . S .W .P .A .

20/ 2/4
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A P P E N D I X

Y APPRKCIATION-PAC IFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

A. SOUTH vVEST PACIFIC AREA

1 , EASTERN SECTION

8 W Cruisers 
6 ” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla  Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunbca ts

Oilers

Effective

(i) Allied Forces;

AUSTRALIA
HOBART
PHOENIX

ARUMTA
WARRJBSVHGA
LE TRIOMPHANT
SELFRITXJE
PATTERSON
HENLEY
RALPH TALBOT 
BAGLF.Y 
MUGFORD 
STUART 
GREEKLING 
GROWIE R 
GUAR DFISB 
NAUTILUS 
T UNA 
ALBACOKE 
AMBERJACK 
GATO 
GRAMPUS 
GRAIBACK 
SNAPPER 
TRITON 
K .9
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO
AASE MAERSK 
KURUMBA 
VICTORIA

Non-effective

new o h l e a n s

MANOORA )
WESTRALIA ) 0n Reserve

HELM

At Brisbane

On Patrol

At Sydney

(i I ) Enemy Forces; (Truk~ Jaluit-Bismarcks-Solomons) 

CinC Combined Fleet 
ICinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force)
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4 tli Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battleships (BB) YAMATO

MU SASH I 
MUTS'U 
NAG A TO

1 Aircraft Carrier *CV) ZUIKAKU
1 Converted A/C earlier (XCV) ZIJIHO
2 Auxiliary A/c Carriers (ACV) UffiTO 
Heavy Cruisers (CA) ATAGO

TAKAO
TIKUMA 
NAC III 
HAODRO 
KUMANO
AOBA (doub tfu l)

OTAKA
MOGAMI (bel.sunk 1 4 /l l )  
MY GKO ) »oss. sunk 
SUZUYA) 13-14/11
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6 light cruisers

1 or 2 converted light cruisers 
Approx 27 submarines (S$
App?ox 40 destroyers (Dii
3 Seaplane Carriers (AV)

ISUZU 
KATORI 
KA3RIMA 
IAGAKA 
01
KIT ASM I 
(XCL)

CHITOSE 
AKIT SU SHIMA 
KAMO I

9 Converted s/p Tenders (XAV)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3 ,000  tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub• Chaffers, MTB’ s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 323 share-based aircraft incl.

18 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

113 F , 130 B, 2 2 F /B , 43 ? /P ,

2. WESTERN SECTION

(i)  Allied forces:

6 n Cruiser ADELAIDE
Flotilla  Leader TROMP

A .A . Ship VAN EBBHBKERK
Armed Merchm t Cruiser KAN IMBLA
Destroyers T JERK HIDDES

VAN GALEN 
VENDETTA

S/P  Tenders HERON
W.B.PRESTON
CHILDS

Submarine Tender PELIAS

Oiler BISHOPDALE
)Submarines GRENADIER

THRESHER )
GAR )
TROUT )
K .12 At EXI
GUDGEON )
TAM BOR )

AtTAUT 00 )
Km 8 )

On Patrol

At Freraantle

3 . EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

(1) Allied Fo ’cegs

^ ^ 4  subis&rines on patrol stations in  China Ssa or NEI area(see above)

(il ) Enemy Forces;

C*s in C 1st , aid and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet
1 heavy cruiser (CA) A SHIGARA
3 light cruisers (CL) KASHII NATORI (damaged *21/1)

KUMA
1 converted light cruiser (XCL)
Approx 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 submarines (33)
1 Seaplaie CarriL er (AV) NOT ORO
1 Converted s/p Tender (XAV) .
Appox 175 shore-based aircraft incl. 79 F , 06 B , 24 F /P , 16 tranSDOrt a/c*

•  2 •



CETSt-JRiyii PACIFIC A rf£A Effective Non-effective

■ - A

Battleships

Converted A/C Carrier 
Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8" Cruisers

Destroyers
Submarines

CinC First Fleet
6-7 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 converted a / c Carriers (XGV)

1 Auxiliary a / c Carrier (ACV)
2 Heavy Cruisers (CA)

2 Light Cruisers (CL)

( i ) Allied Forces:

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
PENNSYLVANIA
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND
NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAHEE
PORTLAND
MINNEAPOLIS

15 (approx) 
23 (approx)

( i i ) Enemy Forces:

ISE
FUSO
YALIASHIRO 
HYUGA 
HARUNA 
KONGO

HA YA TAKA 
HITAKA 
CHUYO 

T ONE 
CHOKAI 
ABUKOMA 
SENDAI 
NISSHIN1 Seaplane Carrier (AV)

4 Converted s/P Tenders (XAV)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers & Guribca ts (DD & PG) 
Approx 27 Submarines (SS)

SOUTHERN PACIFIC AREA

Ba ttle ships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a / g Carriers

8 ” Cruisers 

6 ” Cruisers

5 n Cruisers 

Destroyers

(i)  Allied Forces:

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
NOKTH CAROLINA
MAR ‘LAND
COLORADO
NEW MEXICO
ENTER:', ISE
SAItAxOGA
CHENARO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE
LOUISVILLE
WICHITA
HELENA
HONOLULU
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE:
COLUl BIA 
CLEVELAND 
KOMTPFXLIEK 
DENVER 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN JUAN
5 0 (approx)

W EST VIRGINIA 
CALIFORNIA 
TENNESSEE

SALT LAKE CITY 
SAN FRANCISCO 
PENSACOLA

SHOKAKU

LEANDER

ACHILLES



- ' S *

8" Cruiser 
6 ” Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

D. N.CHTfllfl<H PACIrIG AREA

CinC 5 th Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL)

Non-effective

(i )  Allied Fox' ce s :

INDIANAPOLIS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

Effective

( i i ) Enemy Forces: (N*Honshu-Kuriles-Aleutians)

Approx 4 Destroyers (DD) 
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)

®* SOUTHFASTEgl? PACIPIC AREA

T A M  
KISO

6 ” Cruisers

(i) Allied Forces:

COwCOKD
TRENTON
ri ICKJOKD

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8" Cruisers

7 *5 ” Cruisers

6" Cruisers

(i) Allied Forces:

Armed Merchant Cruisers

A .A . Ship
Approx 27 Destagers 
Approx 9 Submarines

X

36
3t

X

WARSPITE 
RESOLUTION 
im  ILL IES
REVENGE
RCYAL SOVEHEIGN 
ILLUSTRIOUS
ALBATROSS
DEVONSHIRE
GEORGIOS AVEROFF (Greek)
HAWKINS 
FROBISHER 
MAURITIUS 
C t Ala BIA 
BIRMINGHAM 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
XXX DRAGON 
GAR'. TOvVM 
CALJDON
SUMATRA (Dutch)
ALAu'NIA
CARTHAGE 
CORFU 
CMITRAL
A A I'li.'U HA 
tvATvGHI
iBfO RC iSSTERSHIRE 
CARLISLE

*  GLASGOW
*  EMERALD
*  DAIJAE

DA IWTLE 3 3 
DURBAN 
CERES 
CAKADOC

x Notes No recent Intelligence. Present 
location uncertain.

(ii)  Enemy Forces:

Approx 3 Submarines



MOST SECRET

\ ' — --------- —

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

21st February ,194-8

I .  DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL FORGES

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

1 . NO-tTH EASTERN AKKA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /21 :

(1) "WHYAILA" departed Milne Bay 0704/20 for surveying ground,
(2) "MANUNDA" departed Milne Bay 1531/20 for Brisbane.
(3) "GLEKELG" escorting "BANTAM" dep. Milne Bay 0838/20 for

Torn sv ille •
(4) "LATROBE" escorting " SW ARTENIIOHDT" dep. Port Moresby 0917/20

for Cairns ETA 1900 /22 . "LATROBE" to proceed 
Townsville ETA 0800 /23 ,

(5) "BENDIGO” "TULSA" (towing 4 PT*s) escorting Convo., TN37
( "YARRA" towing 1 PT, "ADSfilR/L HALSTEAD" towing
2 PT’ s) dep. Cairns 0900/20 for Milne Bay ETA 1200 /23 .

(6) "ARUNTA" esc or tin/- Convoy TN39 ("BOTH" "VIRGINIAN",) departed
Townsville 15*56/£6 ETA Port Moresby 1800/23.

(7) "BOWEN" escorting Convoy GP35 to vicinity Percy Is , detaching
"YOCROW" at a lad stone. On arrival Percy Is . "BOWEN 
to return Gladstone,

(8) " KAPUNDA" due Caloundra 1500/21 ,
(9) "WARRAMUNGA " escorting "HOORDAM" dep, Wellington IB45 /16  for

Townsville,
(10) "MHRKUR" was due Townsville 0720/21 from Dunk Island,
(11) 10 submarines on patrol,

(b) In Harbour;

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. -"BROOME"
Merchant Vessels : "V * DEN BOSCH"

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "PIRIE" SC ,744 "HILO"
6 PT»s

Merchant Vessels : "VAN SPILBERGEN" "JANSSENS"
"GEORGE W.McCRARY" "VAN DER LIJN" "FRANCIS 
LEWIS", approx 50 small craft 

Port Moresby ** Warships & Aux. - "KATOOMBA" "ECHUCA" "BALLARAT"
Merchant Vessels : "DAVID BUSHNELL" "KARSIK"

"CLEVELAND ABBE" "BALIKPAPAN" "VAN HEEMSKERK" 
"HENRY DEARBORN" "LADY ISOBEL" "ADMIRAL CHASE" 
"MANGOLA" H.T."KATOOMBA", approx 20 small craft. 

Thursday Is . - Warships & Aux. - "WILCANNIA"
Cairns - Warships & Aux. - "STUART" "PLATYPUS" 12 PT's

(2 refitting)
Townsville - Warships & Aux. - "SWAN" "COLAC" "YUNNAN" ( A .S . I .S . )

2 PT's
Dunk Island - Warships* Aux. - "HOBART" "SELFRIDGE" "RALPH TALBOT"

"AASE MAERSK"
Brisbane - warships & Aux. - "PHOENIX" "MUGFORD" "GEELONG"

"FULTON" "VICTORIA" S C .746 SC .748 "POYANG"(ASIS 
YES. 9 YMS.49 YES. 50 

(Repairing) "LITHGOW"

(c ) Pro posed Movemen t s :

"KATOOfelBA" escorting H .T ."KAT00 BA" to depart Port Moresby 
p.m. 2 l /2  for Cairns.

•  1 -



(ii) BffE.T FORCES

(1) New Georgia

(a) Munda airfield was attacked dating the early hours 19 /2
by 12 Liberators and again at 0820/2G by 12 torpedo 
bombers, 18 dire-bombers escorted by 32 fighters. During 
the latter attack* 4 single-engined aircraft and 2 bombers 
were seen on the aerodrome.

Photos of Munda 18 /2  show four fighters and four 
bombers on the aerodrome.

(b) Vila airfield was attacked 0136-0433/20 by 8 Liberators.
Pour Zero’ s were sighted airborne in the area.

(c) At 0745/20 a 15 ton auxiliary ketch was seen approaching
Iringila (J3W coast Vella Lavella) and it was still in 
Timbaia Bay (1 mile ME Iringila) 1355 /20 .

(2) Shortlands - photos of Kahili 18 /2  show 75 fighters and. six
bo::bora on the aerodrome. Kahili aerodrome was attacked 
early a.m . 19 /2  by 4 Gatalinas drop -ing bombs in dispersal 
areas, on the runway and dump area. Some large explosions 
were caused and an unknown number of grounded aircraft were 
believed to have been destroyed.

Ballale Island was attacked between 0151 arid 0420/20 
by 6 Catalinas and 6 Fortresses.- The attack was apparently 
successful. Kahili and Faisi seaplane base were also 
attacked each by one Fortress.

Reconnaissance a .m . 20 /2  sighted the following vessels 
in the Buin-Faisi area - 2 destroyers

5 cargo vessels.
(3) Bougainville - Native sources report on 20 /2  that the enemy

has vacated Poruata on the northern jaw of Empress Augusta Bay 
and Point Mutupina on the southern jaw.

(4) Buka - Photos of Buka 17 /2  reveal 14 fighters and 5 bombers on 
~~ the aerodrome.

On 20 /2  a medium sized tanker arrived in the Passage 
from the east. This is probably the vessel that was seen in 
Arawa Bay (near Kieta) 1 9 /2 .

(5) Gasmata - The convoy s i g h t e d  off Gasmata p.m. 19/2 consisting of
probably one light cruiser, one destroyer and one medium cargo 
vessel was shadowed through/tne night 19-20/2 by a Catalina 
and 8 Beauforts attacked all three ships WL th torpedoes between 
0400 and 0500/20 without scoring h its . The Catalina dropped 
bombs on the cruiser without observing results at 0520/20.
At 0935/20 reconnaissance reported the convoy,still of-PGasmata, 
to consist of - 1 light cruiser

1 destroyer
2 4-6,000 ton cargo vessels.

By 1255/20 the convoy of 4 vessels was reported to be proceeding 
east at 7 to 9 knot3, and was then ab. ut 30 miles SE by east of 
Gasmata. 6 Fortresses and 4 B .25*s  set out to attack the convoy 
but were unable to locate the target. Gasmata aerodrome was 
bombed instead by the Fortresses and tv© landing barges in 
Gasmata Harbour believed to have been loaded with supplies were 
strafed and badly damaged by the B.25 ’ s. 3 Zero’ s intercepted 
the fortresses while possibly 2 more Zero’ s were seen taking 
off Gasmata aerodrome.

(6) Cape Gloucester - A 5 ,000  ton cargo vessel was sighted by a
reconn ai s's an c"e Liberator at 1345/20 anchored a short distance 
from Cape Gloucester runway. 6 Zero’ s intercepted.

(7) Yau-Mubo - Our patrols remain active in the area east of V/au.

NORTH jVESTERH AREA

(i )  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /21 :

(1) "VENDETTA” "CASTIEMAINE" escorting "BISHOPDALE" departed Darwin
0814 /20 . "CASTLEMAINE" to provide escort to Thursday 
Island. "VENDETTA” "BISHGPDALE" to proceed Townsville 
ETA 1030 /26 .

(2) "WARfiEGO" "INVERELL" escorting "MAETSRYCKER" dep. Onslow 0900/18
for Darwin ETA 1600/22 .

(3) 4 submarines on patrol.

-  2 -



(b ) In Harbour;

Darwin - Warships &  Aux. - "KALGOORLIE"
Merchant Vessels s "ISLANDER" "MULIAMA"

3 . SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(I)  ALLIED FORCES;

(a) At Tea to lSOp /21 :

(1) "DEVONSHIRE” escorting ttMOSTICELLO" to Colombo departed
Premantle 1215 /20 , "TROMP" to provide local a / $  
escort until 2030/21,

(2) "WILLIAM B,PRESTON" departed Gerald ton 135/20  for Premantle
ETA 0630/21.

(b ) In Harbour;

Fremantle — Warships 5 Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "VAN GALEN" "TJERK
HIDDES" "VAN BEEMSKERK" "TRINITY" "DUBBO" 
"PELIAS" "WHIPPOORWILLw "WANGANELLA" (Roapital 
Ship).

Extnouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "LARK" "CHILDS" "HERON" "ISABEL"K.12

4 . EASTERN Si SOUTHERN A LEA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /21 ;

(1) "ROCKHAMPTON" "GYMPIE" escorting Convoy P335 (7 MV) departed
Caloundra 1538/20 ETA Newcastle IS&Q/22, Sydney 
2040 /22 ,

(2) "GOULBURN" to carry out a /s  sweep 21 /2 , To RV with "DUNTROON
at 0600/22 and provide escort to Brisbane.

(3) "MORESBY" "ABRAHAM CRY1ISSEN" escorting Convoy C073 departed.
Sydney 174C /20. "LE Ttll OMPHAHT" was to provide 
additional cscort until daylight 2 l /2  and return 
Sydney.

(4) "PATTERSON" escorting "OTUS" due Sydney 1500/21 .
(5) "KYBRA" dep, Sydney 1335/19  for Twofold Bay,
(6) "GOLDSTAR" en route Sydney to Fremantle,
(7) "YANDRA" "WAGGA" "TOWNSVILLE" escorting Convoy 0C72 for

Sydney and Newcastle,

(b) In Harbour;

Sydney - Warshios &  Aux. - "DOBBIN" "MILDURA" "SKF.PPARTON"
"BITNBURY" "DELORAINE" "SUMNER" "B'UNGAREE" Y DG.2 

(Repairing) "NEW ORLEANS" "HELM" "ALHENA" "BUNDABERG"
(In'Re serve) "MANOORA" "WESTRALIA"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux, - "AUSTRALIA" "BAGLEY" "HENLEY"
"SPRINGDALE" "DOOMBA"

(Ref i t tl ng) " MRRNAMBOOL"

( i i )  Em:.Y force;

irdney - A possible submarine was located in position 34°39*S , 
T oT &'45*E approximately 60 miles SSE Stldney by F ,S ,"L E  TRIOMPEANT" 

at 2216 /20 ,

. SOUTH PACIFIC Al{EA
(I) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - THORNTON (AVD)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) SAN DIEGO (CL) LAlvlSON

' FLUSSF.R M OR HIS ELLET HUGHES MUSTIN RUSSELL HOVEY



la VALETTE (DD) CURTISS MACKINAC TANGIER (AV) M L B  RD(AVD) 
DIXIE (AD) PYKO (AS) VESTAL (AR) ALCHIBA ALDEBARAN 
CARINA (AK) TALAMANCA (AP) ARCTIC (AP) NEOSHO WHIPSTOCK 
PATUXENT (AO) NAVAJO MEMO; INEE (AT) VIREO (AM) CONFLICT (Ai.) 
BOTl'i.KNUT (YN) YP*290 YP.517 YP .518 KIAI (a /s  Vessel)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON NORTH CAROLINA INDIANA (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN JUAN (CL) /URPHY SIXTH DUNLAP FANNING BLACH READ 
CUMMINGS AULICK CASE (DD) MONTGOMERY (DM) PROMETHEUS (AR) 
ARGONNE (AS) LASSEN (AE) WHITNEY (AD) FULLER (AP) KINGFISHER 
NEVILLE MERCURY ALGORAB ARIDED CASTOR TITANIA (AK)
TRYON (APH) SONOMA (AT) SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT (AM) 
PREBLE GAMBLE (D, ) ARD.2 YP.229

(4) At Suva - POCOMOKE (AV) CATALPA ROSEWOOD (YN)
(5) At Nandi - NEW MEXICO MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) MAHAN WOODWORTH

AARON WARD McCALLA LANG (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JA&ESTOWN NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK (All) LOCUST (YN)

WANDANK (YT) MATAI MOA TUI (a /s  Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) 
ERSKINE PHELPS (A3) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AG)

(7) At Vila  - WICKITA LOUISVILLE (CA) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SUWANNEE SANGAMON (ACV)
CONWAY CONY WALLER FLETCHER O'BANNON RADFORD NICHOLAS 
EDWARD (DD) NESCHKS PLAT IE I AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER PC. 476 
PC . 477 PC . 479 KITTYHA -!K

(8) At Auckland - ACHILLES (CL) MONO'/AI (A. .C) EBONY (YN)
MOUNT VERNON (AP) SOLACE (AH)

Refitting - LEANDER (CL)
(9) At Papeete - CHEVBEUIL (CL-)

(11) ENEMY FORCES

There were Indications 19/2  of three enemy submarine a in the 
vicinity of banks Islands (North New Hebrides)*

* INDIAN OCEAN AREA

(i) ATLIED FOECES

"KMIMBLA" escorting Convoy 0W4 dep. Fremantle 1230/17• 
To escort towards Persian Gulf. "KANIMBLA" to 
return Premantle ETA 0600/6  March.

H .

( ! )  Kan/;aroo Is . - MV "COKIKDA**, which reported being attacked by 
a submarine 130 miles SE of Kangaroo Is . at 0521/20, was 
sighted by aircraft at 0920 /20 . She was then proceeding 
on her course and signalled that she required no asm. stance.

No further details have yet been received.
(2) Buin-Faisi - Enemy shipping in Buin-Faisi area was attacked 

6212-6255/19 by 12 Fortresses with the following results -
9 .000  ton cargo vessel hit from 6000 f t .  by 500-lb 

bomb simultaneously with another 500-lb skip-bomb hit 
from 200 ft . Ship left burning furiously.

7 .0 00  ton cargo vessel received two 500-lb skip- 
bomb hits from 200 ft . Heavy smoke ensued but no 
flames.

8 .000  ton cargo vessel hit by 500-lb skip-bomb*** 
from 200 ft . Bomb seen to enter ship*s side but did 
not explode. Another similar bomb burst 10 ft . from 
ship while mother salvo dropped from 1500 f t .  fe ll  
around the vessel, with the nearest 30 ft . away*

3.000  ton cargo vessel received a possible hit 
and a 10 ft . miss from 5 ,500  ft*

Bombs were also dropped on the Faisi seaplane 
anchorage.



I I I .  ENEMY'S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions
S.7/.P .A . particularly Central & Northern 
Solomons - North, coast New Guinea - S.W , 
coast Dutch New Guinea - Timor/Arafura 
Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive against eastern New Guinea
area.

(5) Possible attempt to occupy Merauke.

(4) Increased offensive submarine activity.

For DIRECTOR C .Q .I .C .  
G .E . ; . ,  S .ff.P .A .G .E .)

21 /2 /43



A P P E N D I X

y  DAILY AP Bi< CI AT I ON - P/L- IFIC

A. SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA 

1 . EASTERN SECTION

IHDIAI OC SA ivT AVAL ACTIVITY

Effective

(i) Allied Forceas

8 s* Cruisers 
6 m Cruisers

AUSTRALIA
HOBART
PHOENIX

Non-effective

NEW ORLEANS

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla  Leaders

Destroyers

MANOORA
WE STEAL IA

On Reserve

Submari nes

Submarine ‘fender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Oilers

AHUNTA 
WARRM UNGA 
LE TRIOMFHANT 
SELFEIDGE
PATTERSON HELM
HENLEY
RALPH TALBOT 
BAGLEY 
MUGPORD 
STUART
GREENLINQ )
GROWLER 1
GUAHBFISH ) At ABrisbam® 
NAUTILUS )
TUNA )
ALBACQRE )
AMBER JACK 
GATO
GRAMPUS ) On Patrol
GRAYBAR K 
SWAPPER 
TRITON
K .9  At Sydney
FULTON
DOBBIN
TULSA
HILO
AASE MAERSK
XURUMBA
VICTORIA

( i i )  Enaas Forces: (Truk-JalTiit-Bissaarcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force)
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
CinC^4th Fleet (f.fandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-d ‘Battleships (BE) YAMATO

E , USA SKI 
mJTSU 
NAG AT 0

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV) ZUIKAKU
1 Converted a / c Carrier (XCV) ZUIHO
2 Auxiliary k/C  Carriers(ACV) UHYO 
Heavy Cruisers (CA) ATAGO

(prob* 6 effective) TAKAO
TIKUMA
NACHI
HAOURO
KUMANO
A OBA (doubtful)

OTAKA
MOfiAIlI (bel.sunk 14 /11) 
MYOKO ) poss* sunk 
SUZUYA) 13-14/11

*> 1 «
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6 light cruisers ISUZU
KM1 OR I 
KA3HIMA 
M G  AKA 
01
KITAGAMI

1 or 2 converted light cruisers (XCL)
Approx 27 submarines (SS)
Approx 40 destroyers (DD)
3 Seaplane Carriers (A?) CHITOSE

AKITSUSHIMA 
KAMO I

9 Converted S/P  Tenders (XAV)
Several Submarl ne Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3 ,000  tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB’ s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 309 shore-based aircraft incl. 10S F , 118 B, 22 p / b , 43 p /p ,

18 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

WESTERN SECTION

(i) Allied Forces;

6 " Crul ser ADELAIDE
Flotilla  Leader TROMP
A. A. Ship VAN HEEMSKERK
Armed Merchant Cruiser KANIMBLA
Des troyers TJERK HIDDES

VAN .’ALEN
V ?.iK DETTA

s/p Tenders heron

'3.B.PRESTON
CHILDS

Submarine Tender PELIAS
Oiler BISHOPDALE
Submarines GRENADIER )

THRESHER )
GAR )
TROUT )
K .12  At E;
GUDGE ON )
TAM BOR ) At
TATTTOG )
K.8

EAST IEDIKS - PHILIPPINES

(i) Allied Forces;

On Patrol

4 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see above)

(ii )  Enemy Forces;

C*s in 0 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Exped. tionary Fleet 
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASHIGARA
3 light cruisers (CL) 1-LASHII NATQRI (daraayed 2 l / l )

KUMA
1 converted light cruiser (XCL)
Approx 10 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (AV) HOT OHO
1 Converted s/p  Tender (XAV)
Approx 174 shore-based aircraft incl. 78 P, 56 B, 24 P/PJ 16 transport

aircraft.

-  2 »



B . 'Qi.NTRiiX PACIFIC ARcA 

\ -----------------

Effective 

(i )  lillied Forces:

Non-effective

Battleships

Converted a/ g Carrier 
Auxiliary ,^/c Carriers

8 !* Cruisers

Destroyers
Submarines

C in C First Fleet
6-7 Battleships (BB)

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
PENNSYLVANIA
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND
NASSAU
ALTAMARA
CQPAHE12
PORTLAND
? INNEAPOLIS

15 (approx) 
22 (approx)

( i i )  Enemy Forces: (SAIPAN

1 .ireraft  Carrier (CV) 
g converted a/ c Carriers^CV)

1 Auxiliary ofC Carrier (aCV)
2 Heavy Cruiers (CA)

h Light Cruisers (CL)

ISE
FXJSO
Y/i&IASIHRO
IfYUGA
HARUNA
KONGO

HAYATAKA 
HITAKA 
CfOJYO
TONE 
CHOKAI 
ABUKUMA 
SENDAI 
NI .SHIN1 Seaplane Carrier (*¥)

4 Converted t/p Tsnders (XAV)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx SC Destroyers &

Gunboats (DD &  PG) 
Approx cLl Submarines (So)

C.SOUTHERN P..GIFIC AHE.A

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

auxiliary a/G  Carriers

8 i? Crujeers 

qit cruisers

5 "  Cruisers 

Destroyers

( ! )  Allied Forces:

INDIANA 
WASHINGTON 
NORTH CAROLINA 
MARYLAND 
COLOHADO 
NE-v MEXICO 
ENTERPRISE 
SARATOGA 
CHENANGO 
S I G M O N  
SIT * ANNEE 
LOUISVILLE 
>ICHITA 

HELENA 
HONOLULU 
ST. LOUIS 
NASHVILLE 
COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MONTPELLIER 
DENVER 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN JUAN 
50 (approx)

WEST VIRGINIA
CLIFORMIA
TEHNEoSEE

SALT LAKE CITY 
SaN FRjlNCISCO 
PENSACOLA

- BONNEfS - FORMOSA 
JAPAN)

SH0K/KX7

LExiNDER

ACHUJLES



D ^ liUETiiERN rilCIFIC a REA. Effective

(3-) Allied Forocs:

Non-effective.

8s’ Cruiser 
6” Cruiser

A  10 Destroyers
10 Submarines

Gin G 5th Fleet 
Z lifjht Cruisers (CL)

nmiAMAPOLIS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

(ii) Enefciy Forces: (N.Honshu-Kurilos-Aleutians)

T i m
KISO

Approx 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)

E. SOUTH-EASTERN PACIFIC AREA.

(i) Allied Forces:

G" Cruisers

F, INDIAN OCEAN AREA.

CQUOOHD 
THEETQN 
RICHMOND

(1) Allied Forces:

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8” Cruisers

7.S3n Cruisers

6n Cruisers

m

3€
if

Armed Her chant Cruisers

M
m

m

A.A Ship
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

VABSBTZE
RESOLUTION
BAMIUJBS
HEVMGE
ROYAL SOVEREIGN 
ILLUSTRIOUS 
ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE
GEQRGIOS AVER OFF (Greek) 
HAWKINS 
FROBISHER 
MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA 
BIRI SING3SAM 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
DRAGON 
CAPETOWN 
CALEDON
SUMATRA (Dutch)
ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE 
CORFU 
CHITRAL 
RANPURA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE.
CARLISLE

x GLASGOW/ 
m EMERALD 

x DAKAS 
DAUNTLESS 
DURBAN 
CERES 
GARADOC

as Note: No recent intelligence, 
looation uncertain.

Present

( i i )  Enemy Forces:

Approx. 3 Subtaarlnes.



MOST SECRET

DAILY APPRKClATION-PfllFIC & INDIAII OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

22nd February,1943

I .  DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAV& FORCE!

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1 . NORTH F. A STERN AREA

{1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /22 ;

(1) "ECHUCA" escorting "VAN HEEMSKERK" departed Port Moresby
0856/21 for Oro Bay ETA 1400/23 .

(2) "WKYALLA" departed Milne Bay 0704/20 for surveying ground.
(3) "KATOOKBA* escorting H. T . "KATOOMBA" departed Port Moresby

1917/21 for Townsville ETA 2200/23.
(4) "GLENELG" escorting "BANTAM" dep. M in e  Bay 0B38/20 for

Townsville.
(5) "LATROHE" escorting "SWARTRNHOHDT" dep. Port Moresby 0917/20

for Cairns ETA 1900 /22 .
(6) "MANUNDA" departed Milne Bay 1531/20 for Brisbane.
(7) "PIRIE" "S C .744" escorting Convoy FC1 (”GEORGE W.McCRARY"

"FRANCIS LEWIS" "VAN DER LI JN" "JARSSENS") were to 
depart Milne Bay 1100 /22  ETA Cairns 1400 /24 .

(8) "BENDIGO” "TULSA" each towing 2 PTfs escorting Convoy TN57
("YARRA" towing 1 FT, "ADMIRAL IIALSTEADh tovdng '5 
PT *s) dep. Cairns 0900/20 for Milne Bay ETA 1200/23 . 

"ARUM1 A" escorting Convoy TN39 ("BOTH" "VIRGINIAN") departed 
Townsville 1526 /26  fc$A Port Moresby 1800/23.

(9

(10 "BOWEN" escorting Convoy GPS5 to vicinity Percy Is . detaching 
"YOCHOW® at >lad stone. On arrival Percy Is . "BOWEN" 
to return Gladstone.

(11) "WARRAMUNGA" escorting "NOORDAM" dep. Wellington 1645/16 for
Townsville ETA 1730/22 .

(12) "KAPUNDA" escorting BT40 ("WILLIS VAN DEVENTER" "JASON LEE")
dep. BrIsban© " T>400 /22 .

(13) "GOULBURN" dep. Caloundra 182l/21 to exercise vd th submarine
to seaward of Cape Moreton.

(14) "MUGFORD" deo* Caloundra 1717/21 to RV wi th "PENNANT" vicinity
159 E and escort to Brisbane.

(15) 8 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour i 

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay

Port Moresby

Thursday Is. 
Cairns

Townsville

Dunk Island

Brisbane

(Repairing)

- Warships & Aux. - "BROOME"
Merchant Vessels : "VAN DEN BOSCH"

- Warships & Aux. - "HILO" 6 PT*s
Merchant Vessels? "VAN SPILBERGEN", approx 50

small craft 
~ Warships & Aux. - "BALLARAT"

Merchant Vessels? "DAVID BUSHNELL" "KARSIK"
"CLEVELAND AB2E" "BALIKPAPAM" "HENRY DEARBORN" 
"LADY 1S0BEL" "ADMIRAL CHASE" "MAKGOLA" 
approx 20 small craft.

- Warships & Aux. - "WILCANN IA "
- Warships & Aux. - "STUART" "PLATYPUS", 14 PT's

(2 refitting)
- Warships & Aux. - "SWAN" "COLAC" "YUNNAN" ( A . S . I . S . )

HKUR^
- Warships & Aux. - "HOBART" "SELFRIDGE" "RALPH TALBOT

"AASE MAERSK"
- Warships & Aux. - "PHOENIX" "GEELONG" "FULTON"

"VICTORIA" "S C .746" SC .748 ”P0YANG" (A. S. 1 .3 . ) 
YMS.9  YMS.49 YMS.50 

"LITEGOW"

- 1 -



(c ) Proposed Movementss

*  V) "WILCANNIA" escorting "ALAGNA" "BABINDA" "BURVAH" to depart
V  Thursday Island 1200/23 for Darwin ETA 2130/27 .

(2) "GEELONG" escorting Convoy BT41 ( "DUNTROON" "DAUVEL" "VICTORIA” ) 
to depart Brisbane 23bo/22.

(i i )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) Hew Georgia: ,
(a) fclunda"airfield was attacked by 4 B .2 4 's  before dawn 21 /2

and later by 12 torpedo bombers, 12 dive bombers escorted 

by 17 f i l t e r s .
(b) Vila Plantation area was bombed before dawn 21 /2  by one

B .24 ,
(2) Shortlands - Between 0230 and 0420/21 2 Catalinas attacked

Ball&le" aerodrome and 3 Catalinas bombed Kahili.
Ke con mi ssance a.m . 2 l /2  reported probably 12  or 13 

vessels In the Buin-Tonolei Harbour area including one 
possible light cruiser, 3 destroyers and 2 cargo ships; 

rem inder unspecified*
(3) Bougainville - Enemy activity at Numa Noma (NE coast) is

“ reported’ possibly In connection with preparations for a new 

landing strip* .
(4) Buka - The tanker which arrived at Buka 20 /2  from the east

had departed, direction unknown, by 1600 /21 .
(5) St.George's Channel - At 1430/21 the following vessels were

si Hted approximately 10 miles M  of Cape St.George course 

330 °, speed 16knots *»
1 cargo vessel (4 ,000  tons)
1 unidentified small vessel
1 gunboat

The second named vessel was 2 miles ahead of the other two 

vessels.
(6 ) Open Bay - At 1345/21 a well camouflaged 1 ,000  ton cargo ship

was..seen stationary in a small bay adjacent to Powell Point.
Bombs were dropped but no hits claimed.

(7) Gasmata - At 1720/21  a 6 ,000  ton two-masted schooner was sighted

in an inle t 3 or 4 miles east of Gasmata.
(Q) Cape Gloucester - Photos 2 l /2  show the runway probably unservice- 

able but 1 5  blast bays under construction .
(9) Madane - Photos 2 l /2  show considerable activity on the aerodrome 

— Including the construction of dispersal areas and A .A . batteries.
(10) Lae - 7 pinnaces were seen leading Lae Harbour at 1945 /21 .
(11) Mubo Area - Our patrols remain active and it was thought that /

the majority of enemy troops had been forced to withdraw 19/2  
to the Wipainlng-Waipaj.1 area. The enemy are reported to be 
concentrating in  the vicinity of Guadagazal Saddle.

Villages and main tracks in the area were strafed, a .m . 

2 l /2  by 7 Bostons*
(12) Buna Area - Slnenmy aircraft dropped bombs in the vicinity of the 

'— DoboSura Strips between 2200 and 2230/20 causing no material
damage. At 0130/21 more bombs were dropped without causing 
damage west of Ilariko ("4 miles SE Buna).

(13) Milne Bay - At about 2030/21 2 enemy bombers dropped_bombs in
the I'-ilne Bay area without causing damage or casualties*

(14) Brisbane - There were indications 2 l/2  of an enemy submarine in

the Brisbane area.

2 . BOKTK WESTERN AUEA

(I)  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /22 :

(1) "VENDETTA" " CASTLEMAINE" escorting "BISHGPBALE" dep. Darwin
0814 /20 . "CASTLEMAINE" to provide escort to Thursday 
Island. "VENDETTA" "BISH0PDALE" to proceed Townsville

ETA 1030 /26 . „ „ ____ . „
(2 ) "SIAKHEGO" "IHVERELL" escorting "MAETSUYCKER dep. Onslow 0900/18

for Darwin ETA 1600 /22 .

(3) 4 submarines on patrol.

- 2 -



(b) In  Harbour;

\  Dar i n  ** Warships & Aux. - "KALGOQHLIE"
Merchant Vessels : “ISLANDER" "MULIAMA"

(i i )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) Arabon - B .24*s reported the following shipping in Ambon bay
TS^Fo/21 - 1 cruiser o f  merchant vessel (8-10,000 tons)

2 medium merchant vessels .
Aircraft attacked but results hafe not yet been assessed.

(2) Darwin - Sn enemy aircraft attacked an a llie d  convoy in the
vicinity of Cape Londonderry at 0956/21 (see Nava}. Incidents).

3 . SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /22 :

(1) "TROMP" returning Preman tie after escort duty.
(2) "ADELAIDE” "VAN HEEMSKERK” "TJERIC HIDDES" on escort duty.
(3) "HERON" departed Exmouth Gulf 2300/20 for Fremaa tie ETA

a.m . 24/  2 .

(to) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "VAN GALEN" "TRINITY" "DUBBO"
"PELIAS" "W.B.PRESTON" "WHIPPOORWILL" 
"WANGANELLA(Hospital Ship)

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - ’'LARK" "CHILDS" "ISABEL" K .12

(i i )  ENEMY FORGES

Gerald ton - A possible enejny aircraft was over the Geralcl ton 
area shortly after 1300/21»

4. EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 0 0 /2 2 t

(1) "ROCKHAMPTON" "GYMPIE" escorting Convoy P035 (7 MV) departed
Caloundra 1538/20 ETA Newcastle IS 3 8 /22, Sydney 
2040 /2 2 .

(2) "MORESBY" "ABRAHAM CRi'NSSEH" escorting Convoy C073 departed
Sydney 1740 /20 . "KIBRA" providing additional escort.

(3) “GOLDSTAR" en route Sydney to Fremantle.
(4) "YANDKA" "WAGGA" "TOWNSVILLE" esc or ting Convoy 0072 for

Sydney aid Newcastle,

(b) 1ft Barbours

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "LE TRt OMPIIANT" "PATTERSON"
"BUNBURY" "DELORAINE" "BUNDABERG*"SUMNER" 
"BUNGAREE" "OTUS" YDG.2 

(Repairing) "NEW ORLEANS” "HELM" "ALHEKA"
(In Reserve) "MANOORA" "«VESTRALIA"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "BAGLEY" "HENLEY"
nSPRINGDALE" "DOOHBA"

(Refitting) "WARRNAMBGOL"

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(1) iLLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - BALLARD (AVD)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) SAN DIEGO (CL) LAM SC K MORRIS

ELLET HUGHES MUSTIN RUSSEL LA VALETTE (DD) CURTISS 
MACKINAC TANGIER (AV) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR)

- *3



\  ALCHIBA ALDEBARAN CARINA (AK) ARCTIC (AP) NEOSHO
V WHIPSTOCK PATUXENT (AO) NAVAJO (AT) VIREO (AM)

SKYLARK (AM) YP .290 O T I  (A/S Vessel)
(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON NORTH CAROLINA INDIANA (BB) SARATOGA (CV)

SAN JUAN (CL) MURPHY SMIT DUN3A P FANNING BALCH READ 
CTIMINGS AULICK CASE McCAWLEY BUCHANAN (DD)
MONTGOMERY (DM) PROMETHEUS (AH) ARGONNE (AS) LASSEN (AE) 
WHITNEY (AD) FULL® (AP) KINGFISHER NEVILLE MERCURY 
ALGORAB ARIDED CASTOR TITANIA (AK) ATHENE (AVG) THYON (APH 
SONOMA (AT) SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT (AM) ARD.2 YP.239

(4) At Suva - POCOMOXE (AV) CATALPA ROSEWOOD (YN)
(5) At Nandi - MAHAN LANG (DD) KANKAKEE (AC)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK (AM) LOCUST (YN)

WAND A M  (YT) MATAI MOA 'TUI (A /S  Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASK) 
EHSKINE PHELPS (AO) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AG)

(7) At Vila  - COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER MONTPELLIER (CL) FLETCHER
O ’BANS ON RADFORD NICHOLAS GAE SEVOORT (DD) TALAMANCA 
JOHN PENN (AP) NESCHBS PLATTE (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAiiER 
PC. 476 PC. 477 PC. 479 KITTYHAWK

(8) At Auckland. - ACHILLES (CL) MONOWAI (A.L2.C) EBONY (YN) ANTARES (AK)
MOUNT VERNON (AP) SOLACE (AH)

Refitting - LEANDER (CL)
(9) At Wellington - SHELDRAKE (AM)

(10) At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (CL)

D. INDIAN OGEAK AREA
--  — -—-— -- (jj ALLIED FOXES

"KANIMBLA" escorting Convoy 0W4 dep. Fremantle 12 30 /l7 .
To escort towards Persian Gulf, "K A N IM B L A to 
return Fremantle ETA 0600/s March.

11 • NAVAL INCIDENTS

Darwin - H.M.A.S."A'ARKEGO", with H.M.A.S."INVEI^ELL" escorting 
— "IHTSUYCKER’* from Onslow to Darwin ETA 1600 /22 , reported 

belne attacked by a single enemy aircraft a t  0956/21 when 
in vicinity of Cape Londonderry. Three bombs v^ere dropped 
wide of the mark and our air cover, a continuous patrol of 
4 Beaufighters, drove off the raider.

III#  E m .¥ *S  PROBABLE NEXT iVOVh

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions 3 . $ , P.A,
particularly Central & Northern Solomons - North 
coast New Guinea - S . /V. coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura ea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive against eastern New Guinea
area,

(3) Possible attempt to occupy Merauke*
(4) Increased offensive submarine activity .

For DIRECTOR C. 0 . I . C . 
G.H.l,:. . S, i/if, P.A,

22/2/43

- 4 -



DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN 0C8AN NAVAL ACTIVITY

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

&A3TKKN boCTIOIJ

8 ” Cruisers 
6 " Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla  Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

Subm rinc Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboa ts

Oilers

Effective 

(1) Allied Per cess

AUSTRALIA
IlOBAHT
FHOl-'KIX

AHUNTA 
WARRAMUNGA 
LE TuIOMPBANT
SELFRIiXJE
PATTERSON
HENLET
RALPH TALBOT 
BAGLEY 
MUGFORD 
STUART

/CREBNLIKO ) 
GROSVLER ) 
GUARDFISH 
NAUTILUS 
TUNA )
ALBACORE 
A1.5BERJACX 
GATO 
GRAMPUS 
GRA' BACK 
SNA PPER 
TRITON 
K .9
FULTON
DOBBIN
TULSA
HILO
AASE MAERSK
KURUMBA
VICTORIA

flon-effectlve

NEW ORLEANS 

IMNOORA )
AUSTRALIA ) On lie serve

HELM

) At Brisbane 

)

On Patrol

At Sydney

(11) Enemy Forces

CinC Combined Fleet
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force)
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battleships (BB)

(Tru k - Jal ui t -B1 stnar cks -Sol omon s )

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted a/ c Carrier (XCV)
2 Auxiliary A/c Carriers (ACV) 
He a vy Cr ui se r s (0 A )

(prob, 6 effective)

YAMATO
MUSASIII
MUTSU
NAG AT 0
ZUIKAKU
ZUIHO
UNYO
A TAG 0
TAKAO
TIKUMA
NACHI
HAGURO
KVM.ANO
AOBA (doubtful)

OTAKA
MOGAMI (bel. sunk 14 /11) 
MYOKO ) poss, sunk 
SIJZUYA) 13-14/11



6 light cruisers ( wii ) I3UZU
KATORI
KASHIKA
NAGARA
01
KITAGAMI

1 or 2 converted light cruisers (XCL)
Approx 27 submarines (SS)
Approx 40 destroyers (DD)
3 Seaplane Carriers (A?) CHI TOSS

AKITSVSTIIHA
KAMOI

9 Converted s/P Tenders (XAV)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Slips (over 3,000 tons)
Minelayers, j.iinesweeps ra, Swb•Chasers, MTB*s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 383 shore-based aircraft incl, 182 P , 118 B, 22 F /B , 43 F /P , 

18 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

WESTERN SECTIOK

V

( i ) Allied Forces;

6" Cruiser 
Flotilla  Leader 
A.A . Ship
Armed Merchant Cruiser 
Destroyers

s / p Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Oiler
Submarines

Aim. AIDE 
TROMP
VAR HEEMSKERK 
KAl'IT.I’I'IA 
TJPIliK HIDDES 
VAN GALEN 
VENDETTA 
HEKOK

, PR E ST 01; 
CHILDS 
PELIAS 
DISHOPDALE 
'GRENADIER ) 
THRESHER ) 
Gar  )
TROUT
K.12 At
GUDGEON )
TAM BOR )
TAUP0'3 )
K .8 )

On Patrol

At Fremantle

EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

(I )  Allied Fcrces:

4 submarine s on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see above)

(Li) Enemy Forces;

C*s in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASRDMfi:
3 light cruisers (CL) KASHI I NATCRI (dan aged 21 /1 )

KUMA
1 converted light cruiser (XCL)
Approx 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (AV) N0T0R0
1 Converted s /p  Tender (XAV)
Approx 174 shore-based aircraft incl. 78 F, 56 B, 2 4 F/ ? ,  13 transport

aircraft.

2



B .C E N W
V v

,AL PACIFIC AREA

Battle ships

Converted a / g Carrier 
Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8 ” Cruisers

Destroyers 
SubmarInes

Effective 

(i ) Allied I-ovcea;

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA 
LONG ISLAND 
NASSAU 
ALTA AHA 
COPAHEE 
PORTLAND 
MINNEAPOLIS 
xfjs&xfcx 
15  (approx) 
23 (approx)

Non-effective

W EST VIRGINIA 
CALIFORNIA 
TENNESSEE

3LLT LAKE CITY 
SAN PRANCI3CO 
PENSACOLA

(i i )  Enemy Forcos: (Saipan-Bonins-Formosa-Japan)

CinC 1st Fleet 
6-7 Battleshi a (BB) ISE 

FTJ30 
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA
HARUNA
KONGO

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted a/ g Carriers (XCV) HAYATAKA

HITAKA

1 Auxiliary a / g Carrier (ACV) CHITYO
2 Heavy Cruisers (CA) TONE

C HOKAI
2 Light Cruisers (CL) ABIXKUMA

SENDAI
1 Seaplane Carrier (AV) NI3STIIN
4 Converted s/p  Tenders (XAV)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers & Gunboats (DD h PG) 
Approx 27 Submari nes (SS)

C . SOUTHERN PAG 13 IC iu> :1

( i ) Allied Forcos:

Battleships INDIANA 
WASHINGTON 
NORTH CAROLINA 
iViA R *1,
COLORADO 
NEW MEXICO

Aircraft Carriers ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA

Auxiliary A/C Carriers C1IKNANG0
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE

8 ” Cruisers LOUISVILLE 
lilf IGF ITA

6" Cruisers HELENA
HONOLULU
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CL EVELAND
MONTPELLIER
ni?

5 ” Cruisers
JJ&MV J.hl\
SAN DIEGO 
SAN JUAN

Destro yers 50 xs (approx)

3H0KAKU

LFANDER
ACHILLES



3. NORTHERN PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

(i) Allied Forces;

8” Cruiser 
6 ,f Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

CinC 5til Fleet 
2 lisdfeit cruisers (CL)

INDIANAPOLIS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

(I I )  Enemy Forces: (N.Honshu-Kuriles-Aleutians)

Approx 4 Destroyers (DD) 
Approx 7 Submarines (S3)

E . SOUTHEASTERN PACIi 10 AREA

a130

6 ” Cruisers

(i) Allied Forces:

CONCORD 
TRENTON 
RIC- «0ND

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 ” Cruisers

7 ,5 ” Cruisers

6 ” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers

A.A* £>i ilp
Approx 27 Destrojs rs 
Approx 9 Sub arines

(i) Allied T o t:.cr,:

WAHSriTE
r e s o l u t io n  

a  ;la::i l l i e s  
REVENGE

*  YAI: SOVEREIGN
*  ILLUSTRIOUS 

ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE

«  GEORGIOS AVEROFF (Greek)
HA «'KINS 
FROBISHER
MAURITIUS M GLASGOW
GARBIA *  EMERALD
BI5r> INGHAM *  DAKAE
E1TERP r1 SE DAUNTLESS
L IV-li POOL DURBAN

*  DRAGON CERES 
CA PET (> 'N CARADOC

*  CALEDON
*  SUMATRA (Dutch)

ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE

« c o ;j  u
C13ITRAL 
RAN-URA 
RANCHI
RO1 :C E CTER SHIRE

*  CARLISLE

je Note; No recent intelligence. Present 
location uncertain.

(ii) Enetay Forces:

Aporox 3 Subrnarlnes
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*\ ' MOST SECRET

DAILY: APPRECIATION-PACIFIC &- IMPIAM OCEAM MAVAL ACTIVITY

23 rd. Feb ruary, 1943

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1 . NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/25 :

(1) Task Group 44 .5  ("HOBART" "SELFRIDGE" "RALPH TALBOT") and
AASE MAERSK" were to depart Dunk Island 0900/23 

for Challenger Bay ETA 1400 /23 . "MERKUR" due 
Palm Island 1500/23 from Townsville.

(2) "ECHUCA" escorting "VAll HEEMSKERK" departed Port Moresby
0856/21 for Oro Bay ETA 1400/23 .

(3) "WHYALLA" "STELLA" on survey duty Go sc hen Strait area.
(4) "WILCANNIA" escorting "ALAGNA" *BABINDA" departed Thursday

Island 1305/22 for Darwin ETA 2130/26.
(5) "GLENELG" escorting "BANTAM" departed Milne bay 0838/20.

"BANTAM" to proceed Independently to Townsville 
after entering Grafton Passage. "GLENELG" to 
proceed Cairns.

(6) "KATOOMBA" escorting H.T."KATOOWBA" departed Port Moresby
1917/21 for Townsville ETA 2200/23.

(7) "MANUNDA" departed Milne Bay 1531/20 for Brisbane ETA
0730 /24 .

(8) "PIRIE" "3 0 .7 4 4 "  escorting Convoy FC1 ("GEORGE W.McCRARY"
"VAN SPILBERGEN" "FRAKCIS EEWlS" "VAN DER LIJN"
" JANSSENS") dep. Milne Bay 1100/22 ETA Cairns B o o /2 4 .

(9) "BENDIGO" "TULSA" each towing 2 PT*s escorting Convoy TN37
("YARRA" towing 1 PT, "ADMIRAL HAL STEAL" towing &
Pf ’ s ) dep. Cal rns 0 900/20 for Milne Bay ETA 
1200 /23 .

(10) "ARUNTA" escorting Convoy TN39 ("BOTH" "VIRGINIAN") departed
Townsville 1526 /20 . flBALLARAT" to RV at 1200/23 aid 
escort to Port Moresby. "ARUNTA" to proceed to Port 
Moresby to escort Convoy NT3.

(11) "BOWEN" en route Gladstone after escort duty with Convoy GP35.
(12) "KAPUNDA" escorting BT40 ( "WILLIS VAN DEVENTER" "JASOK LEE*')

departed Brisbane 0400 /22 .
(13) "GEELONG" escorting Convoy BT41 ( "DUNTROON" "DARVEL" "VICTORIA")

was to depart" Brisbane 1000 /23 ,
(14) "MUGFORD" dep. Caloundra 1717/21 to RV with "PENNANT" vicinity

159°E and escort to Brisbane.
(15) 9 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour:

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. - "BROOME"
Merchant Vesselsi "VAN DEN BOSCH"

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "HILO" 6 PT*s
Merchant Vessels ; approx 50 small craft.

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. -
Merchant Vessels s "DAVID BUSHHELL* "KARSIK"

"CLEVELAND ABBE1' BALIKPAPAN" "HENRY DEARBORN" 
"LADY ISOBEL" "ADMIRAL CHASE" "MANCOLA" 
approx 20 small craft.

Cairns - Warships & Aux. - "STUART" "LATROBE" "PLATYPUS"
14 PT*s (2 refitting) 

Townsville - Warships & Aux. - "WARRAMUNGA" "SWAN" "COLAC"
"YUNNAN" (A .S .I .S .  )

Brisbane - Warshios & Aux. - "PHOENIX" "FULTON" "GOULBURN"
SC .746 SC .748 "POYANG" (A .S .I .S .K  YMS.9 
YMS.4 9 YMS.50 

(Repairing) "LITHGOW”

V
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\  (c ) Proposed Movements;

(1) "ARUNTA" escorting Convoy HT3 ('’CLEVELAND ABBE” "QAVID BUSHNEIL" 
nKENRy DEAr^OHK") to depart Moresby 1830/23 for 
Townsville ETA 0800/26 .

( i i )  EHEiflY FORCES

(1) Guadalcanal - At 1540/21 a suspected submarine was sighted by 
~ J /2  palrol aircraft 7 miles M E  Lunga Point. Two direct

hits were claimed with depth charges dropped and patches of 
oil observed. Contact was maintained until destroyers 
arrived on the scene.

(2) Tulagi was raided by enemy planes during the night 21-22/2,
Bombs dropped fired a munitions dump.

(3) Santa Ysabel - A .A . positions on Rekata Bay and the area
1 generallywere strafed during a fighter sweep by 12  Lightnings,

8 Aircobras and 6 Corsairs at 4 5 /22 , Mo enemy aircraft were 
seen on the water or in the a ir .

(4) Choiseul - A party of Japanese, not more than 50, landed at
Barnb atana(approxlmately the centre of the S .w . coast of 
Choiseul) during the night 20-21/2,

(5) New Georgia ~ (a) One warship and one other /vessel unloaded at
Vila Plantation at 220 0/19 departing 7 hours 
later. Another steamer with one warship un
loaded at the same place 2200/20 again 
departing 7 hours later. Aircraft preceded 
the ships on both days, possibly on a/ s 
patrol. i>uring the night 2 l /2  9 barges 
moved from Vila to Munda,

(b) Munda was raided from 0145 to 0305/22 by 3 
13.24*s. At about the same time 2 B .24*s 
attacked Vila .

Pliotos 22 /2  show 4 fighters and 4 bombers 
on the Munda drome,

(6) Shortlands - (a) Ballale and Kahili were eachai raided by one
Catalina between 0300 and 0330/22. Photos 
22 /2  show 8 fighters and a bomber on Ballale 
aerodrome and 53 fighters and 5 bombers on 
Kahili aerodrome.

(b) Reconnaissance at 0800/22 reported the following 
shipping in the Buin area -

3 destroyers
11 cargo vessels 

Total “IT” plus one other cargo vessel beached.
(7) Buka - Photos 22 /2  show 17 fighters and 5 damaged bombers on the

aerodrome. These aircraft do not appear to have been moved for 

several days,
(8 ) Lorengau - (a) A 50* boat was seen in Lorengau Harbour at 1555 /22

1““ “ by reconnaissance. Bombs were dropped, but missed
the target.

(b) Building construction is apparent in the town while 
improvement and extension of the runway area 
appears to be in progress.

(§) Rabaul was attacked’ at dawn 22 /2  by 6 B .17»s . First pri._ority 
target was shipping but in spite of close search until after 
daylight had broken no shipping was sighted in SimpsonsHarbour.
2 ships were seen W. of Ataliklikun Bay and one of these was 
attacked. Other bombs were dropped in the Harbour area and on 
Lakunai aerodrome.

Photographs taken on reconnaissance at 1410/22  show the 
following shipping in the harboua area - 

1 light cruiser
11 destroyers 

1 destroyer tender
1 unidentified naval auxiliary
2 submarine chasers
2 tankers (one 2 ,000  and one 9000 tons) V & W O

59 merchant vessels aggregating 299,000 tons aT  
Total 77 ships plus 2 submarines /f

In addition 3 Flying Boats off Sulphur Creek
2 floatplanes off Malaguna

14 fighters ^  Lakunai
1 or more bombers )

- 2 -



\

£1'? tera ^ Vunakanau 
*;3 bombers )

This represents the highest recorded total of merchant 
shipping in Rabaul Barbour: the previous highest was on 
30/ 12 /42  when 88 vessels were visible Including 52 MV totalling
271 .000  tons. The last photographic reconnaissance was on 14 /2  
when there were 71 vessels visible including 51 MV t o t a l l i n g ^
250.000  tons.

(10) Open B ay  - a  well camouflaged 400 ton vessel was seen by recce
in the vicinity of Powell Point at 1130/22. Bombs were dropped 
but missed the target. A 4(: 1 motor launch was also seen in the 
area. A well camouflaged 1000 ton vessel was in the same area 
p.m. 2 l /2 .

(11) Lae - Butibum Village and Maiahang were successfully attacked
oetween 1020 and 1035/22 by 6 BoaufIghters, 12 B .25*s and 6 
Bostons. 2 Zero*s (Uncertain whether serviceable or not) and
3 other aircraft were seen on Malahang Strip*

The Bostons continued a coastal sweep to the Waria River 
Mouth*

(12) Mubo - Villages and tracks in the Mubo area were bombed and
sFrafed by 6 Bostons 35 45-1615/22*

(13) Mo robe - 2 oossible submarines were re per ted in Morobe Harbour
IU 00/22 .

Considerable barge activity was reported 22/2  at the 
Waria River Mouth.

(14) Port Moresby - Enemy aircraft raided Port Moresby twice during
the ni ht 21 -22/2. In the first raid bombs were dropped in 
the vicinity  of flbmbrons Bluffs no damage reported. In the 
second attack probably 2 aircraft dropped bombs on Laloki 
aerodrome slightly damaging the runway only*

2. I']ORTH H ESTERN AREA

(!)  ALLIES FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /23 :

(1) "VENDETTA” "CASTLEMAINE" escorting "BISHQPDALE* dep. Darwin
0814/20 . "CASTLEMAINE” to provide escort to Thursday 
Island. "VENDETTA" "BISHOPDALE" to proceed Townsville 
ETA 1030/26*

(2) 4 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbours

Darwin - Warships &• Aux. - "KAL&OORLIE" "INVBRELL" "MRREGO" 
Merchant Vessels: "ISLM DER" "MULIAt/iA" "MAETSOYCKER"

(i i )  m m r  forces

(1) Merauke - An enemy aircraft was over Merauke at about 1115/22*
The11 axrcraft was thought possibly to be a Zero*

(2) Darwin Area - The aircraft ’A ic h  attacked the small allied  convoy
2I/i5' (reported yesterday1 s Appreciation -22/2) is now defined 
as being a medium bomber probably on a regular recce route.

3 . SOUTH ASTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED l-’ORCES

(a) At Pea to 1200 /23 :

(1) "ADELAIDE" "VAN HEEMSKERK" "TJERK HIDDES" on escort duty.
(2) "HERON" departed Exmouth Gulf 2300/20 for Fremantle ETA

a.m. <■ *?/2 .
(3) ttv¥HIP?OORWILL" departed Fremantle 0735/22 for Exmouth Gulf

ETA 2 5 /2 .

- 3 -



\  ) In Harbour;

Fremantle - Warships &  Aux. - "TROUP" " VAll GALEN” "TRINITY"
"DUBBO" "PELIAS" "W.B.PRESTON" "WANGAKELLA" 
(Hospital Ship)

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "LARK." "CHILDS" "ISABEL" K .12

(ii ) ENEl.iY FOiCES

Geraldton - Axyp The possible enemy aircraft reported over 
*.:-eraI3ton 21 /2  (see yesterday’ s appreciation - 22 /2 )  has now 
been identified as friendly.

4 . EASTERN & SOUTHED AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /25 ;

(1) " ;i OC KHAM PT ON" "GYM PIE" escorting Convoy PG55 w f  due Sydney
2040/22* .

(2) "DOOMBA" escorting Convoy PC 73 departed Port Phillip 2057/22
to RV in Wilson’ s Promontory area vd th "MORESBY" 
"ABRAHAM CKYNSSEN" escorting Convoy 0073.

(3) "GOLDSTAR" en route Sidney to Fremantle,

(b ) in Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "LE TRIOMPHANT" "PATTERSON"
"YANDHA" "V7AGGA" "TOWNSVILLE" "BUNBURY" 
"DELORAINE" "BUND/B ERG" "SUMNER" "BUMGAREE" 
"OTUS" YDG.2 

(Repairing) "NEW ORLEANS" "HELM" "ALHENA11
(In Reserve) "2SAN00KA" "WSSTRALIA*

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "BAGLEY" "TJe NLEY"
" SPRINGDALE"

(Refitting) "'/MRRNAiaB OL"

(°)  Proposed Movements;

(1) "BUNDABERG" "TO,V: SVILLE" to escort Convo;; C074. "BUNDABERG" 
to depart Sydney to pick up convoy off Nobby’ s Head 
at H O O /2 4 ♦ "TO.NSVILLE" to sail with Sydney section 
p.m. 35-/2 and join main convoy off Sydney,

(i i )  ENEMY FORCES

Wilsons Promontory - There were indications p.m, 22 /2  of one 
‘ or 'possibly two submarines off W ilson’ s Promontory,

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i)  ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanlkoro - BALLARD (AVD) % , .
(2) At Espiritu ;>anto - LAM SON MEADE LA VALETTE (DD) JAMESTOWN (PG)

CURTISS MACKINAC TANGIER (AV) THORNTON (AVD) DIXIE (AD) 
PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) BREF.SE (DM) ALCHIBA ALDEBARAN 
CARINA (AK) ARCTIC GEORGE CL YMEH (AP) NEOSHO WHIPSTOCK 
PATUXENT (AO) NAVAJO (AT) VIREO (AM) SKYLARK (AM) YP .290  
KIWI (A/S Vessel) YP.516 YP.517 YP.518

(3) At Noumea - SARATOGA (CV) SAN JUAN (CL) MURPHY SMITH READ
DRAYTON LARDNER REID CASE Me CAWLEY BUCIIANAK (DD) 
MONTGOMERY (DM) PROMETHEUS (AR) ARC-ONNE (AS) LASSEN (AE) 
WHITNEY (AL) FULLER HUNTER LIGGETT AMERICAN LEGION (AP) 
KINGFISHER NEVILLE MERCURY ALGORAB ARIDED CASTOR 
TITANIA (AK) ATHENE (AVG) TRYON (APH) SONOMA (AT) SUAMICO 
CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT (AM) ARD.2 YP .239
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\(4) At Suva - POCOMOKE (AV) CAT AT, PA ROSEWOOD (YN)
\5) At Nandi - MAKJMY LANG (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (re) BOB CL INK (AM) LOCUST (YN)

WANDANK (YT) i«TAI MOA TV I (a /s  Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASH) 
ERSEINE PHELPS (AO) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AG)

(7) Ab V ila  - MAHAN GANSEVOORT (DD) TALAMANCA JOHN PENN (AP)
NESCHES PLATTE (AO) IGrT, (AR) ROAMER PC.476 PC*477 
PC. 479 KITTYHAWK

(8) At Auckland - ACHILLES (CL) MONO .AI (A.M .C) EBONY (YN)
/INTAKES (AK) MOUNT VSKNON (AP ) SOLACE (Ail)

Refitting ~ LEANDER (CL)
(9) At Wellington - SHELDRAKE (AM)
0 4  At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (CL)

(i i )  ENEMY FORCES

Esoiritu Santo - A light enemy air raid was carried out on 
Esoiritu Santo at 0045/82,

11 . NAV AL IN C IDE MTS

N I L .

I I I .  EI1EIT* PDA IJLL N&XT HOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions
S .i .P .A .  particularly Central & Northern 
Solomons - NOrth coast New Guinea - S.W, 
coast Dutch New Guinea ~ Timor/Arafura 
Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive against eastern New
Guinea area.

(3) Possible attempt to occupy Merauke,

(4) Increased offensive submarine activity .

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .  
G.B.C;., s.vsi.p.A.

23/ 2/43



A P P E E D I X

DAn/y A PPRKCIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN HAVAL ACTIVITY

A . CyQlTVW' - ST PACIFIC ARt-JA 

1 . 2ASTERK. SECT I OK

•
O” Cruisers \
5" Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla  Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
De stroyer To nder 
Gunboats

Oilers

Effective

(1) Allied Forces?

AUSTRALIA
HOBART
./ROK33TX

ARUNTA
tfARRJHTOGA 
LE TRIOMPKAKT 
SELFRIDGE 
PATTERSON 
HENLESf
RALPH TALbOT 
EAGLSY 
MUGF3RD 
STUART
GROWER ) 
GUARDFISH ) 
NAUTILUS ) 
TUNA )
ALBACQRE
AMBEKJACK
GATO
GRAMPUS
GRAYBACX
OKEBKLING
SNAPPER
TRITOM
K .9
FULTOM
DOBBIN
TULSA
HILO
AASK MAERSK
wm m wA
VICTORIA

^on-effective

NEtf OF LEAKS

} 00 R«serve
VVE3TRALIA )

HELM

At Brisbane

GROUPER

On Patrol

At Sydney

( i i ) En&ay forces?

CinC CombIned le- efc

•
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force)
|CinC 3rd Icet (Aircraft Carriers)

CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battleships (BB)

(Truk-Jaluit-Bisate.rcks- olomons)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted a/ c Carrier(XCV)
2 Auxiliary a/ c Carriers (ACV) 
ffeavy Cruisers (CA)

(prob. 6 effective)

YAM ATO
MUSA CHI
m utsu

NAGATO
ZD H A S  U 
ZIIBO 
UHYO 

A TAGO 
TAKAO 
NACHI 
HAGURO 
HTiMANO 
A DBA

OTAKA
MOCAMI (bel.sunk 14/ l l )
Ml'OKO > poss. sunk
SUZUYA ) 13-14/11

1



6 light cruisers (CL) JSUZU
KATORI
KASHIMA
NAGARA
01
XITAGAMI

1 or 2 converted light cruisers (XCL)
^Approx 27 submarines (SS)
Approx 40 destroyers (DD)
5 Seaplane Carriers (AV) CIIITOSE

AKITSIJ S1TIMA 
KAMO I

9 Converted s/p Tenders (XAV)
Se vcral Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3 ,000  tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasera, Ll'ii*s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 380 shore-based aircraft in c l , 185 F, 118 B, 22 P /B , 43 P /P ,

18 obsru or transpcr t aircraft.

•iVE STERN S ECTIGN

(1) Allied Forces:

)6m Cruiser 
F lotilla  Leader 
A.A .  Ship
Armed Merchant Cruiser 
Destroyers

s/P Tenderr

Submarine Tender 
Oiler
Submarines

ADELAIDE 
TROMP

V AIT HEEMSKERK 
KANIMblA 
TJERK JilDDES 
VAN GALEN
VENDfCTTA 
HERON
¥/ .ii. PRESTON 
CHILDS 
PELIAS 
BIS110FDALE
u.'AM ii OR 
THRESHER 
GAR 
TROUT
K.12 At Exmouth Gulf
GRENADIER )
GUDGEON )
TAUTOG )
K .8  )

On Patrol

At- Fremantle

L E A ST INDIES - PHIL IP PINES

(i) ALLIED FOxiCESt

4 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or RE I area (see above)

(i i )  Ene y Forces:

C*s in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest 1xpedi11onarj Fleet 
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASHIGARA ,
3 light ami sera (CL) KASHII NATORI (damaged a / l )

KUMA
1 converted light cruiser (XCL)
Approx 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)
1 Seaplai e Carrier (AV) NOTORO
1 Converted s/P Tender (XAV) .

► Approx 174 shore-based aircraft incl. 78 F , 56 B, 24 F/P, 16 transport
7 aircraft.



CENTRAL PACIFIC AHEA ------------

*

33a t tie ships

Converted a / g  Carrier 
Auxiliary A/C Carriers

8 "  Cruisers

Effective

(i) Allied Forces: 

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
PENNSYLVANIA
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND
NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAHEE
PORTLAND
MINK EAPOLIS

Destroyers
Submarines

CinC 1st Fleet 
6-7 Battleships (BB)

15 (approx)
23 (approx)

(i i )  Enemy Forces: (Saipan*

ISE 
FUSO
YADASHIKO
KYUGA
BARUNA
KONGO

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted a/u  Carriers (XCV) TIAYATAKA

III TAKA
1 Auxiliary a/ c Carrier (ACV)
5 He&vy Cruisers (CA)

2 Light Cruisers (CL)

CHUYO
TONE
TIKUMA
CHOKAI
ABUKUMA
SENDAI
la 33 FI II1 seaplane Carrier (AV)

4 Converted s/P Tenders (XAV)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 .Destroyers & Gunboats (DD PG) 
Approx 27 Submarines (SS)

SOUTHERN PACIFIC AREA

(i) Allied Forces

Battleship*

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8 M Caisers 

6 ” Cruisers

5” Cruisers 

Destroyers

H  ID I A N A
WASHINGTON
NORTH CAROLINA
MARYLAND
C OLORADO
NE. / MEXICO
ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA
CHENANGO
SAMI AM ON
SUWANNEE
LOUISVILLE
vVICRUA
1IEHENA
HONOLULU
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLBlffllA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
Sffl DIEGO
SAN JUAN
5 0 (approx)

Non-effec tive

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

SALT J& LAKE CITY 
SAM FRANCISCO 
PENSACOLA

Bonins-Formosa-Japan )

SHOKAKU

LKANDER
ACHILLES



!>• ’ HORteKN PACIFIC AREA

8 “ Cruiser
Gn Crui aers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

Effective

(i) Allied Forces;

INDIAHAP OLIS 
DEFRG IT 
■ lALi'IGII

Hon-effective

CinC 5th Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL)

(ii )  Enemy Forces; (I.IJonshii-Kuriles-AIeutlans)

Approx 4 Destroyers (DD) 
Approx 7 Sul marines (SS)

TAMA
KISO

E . SOUTHEAST?^ PACIFIC AREA

£

6" Cruisers

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

Battle ships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 " Cruisers

7 .5 ” Cruisers

6 ” Cnisers

{i ) Allit3d Forces?

CONCO’D
TRENTON
.•IOKFOND

( i ) Allied Forces:

WARSPITE 
RESOLUTION ■

*  ULIILLIES 
REVENGE

x ROYAL SOVEREIGN
*  ILLUSTRIOUS 

ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE

*  5ECRGI0S m FI?OFF (Greek) 
HAV/KINS

Armed Merchant Cruisers

A .A . Ship
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Subm r ine s

*  GLASGOW
* EMERALD
*  DANAE 

DAUNTLESS
DURBAN
CERES
CARADOC

FROBISHER 
ItlAUKlTIUS 
GAMBIA 
BIRMINGHAM 
ENTERPRISE 
LIV -atPOOL 

Je DRAGOII 
CAPETOWN

*  CALEDON
M STMATHA (Dutch) 

ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE 

x CORFU 
CHIT11AL 
riAUPUKA 
RANCHI
.70 R 0 K STER SHIRE

*  CARLISLE

*  Rote; No recent infcelliQSnce. Present 
location uncertain.

( i i ) Enemy Forces:

Approx 3 Submarines
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MOST SECRET

DAI LY A P Pa KC1 AT 10 N - PA 01 FI C INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

24th February,1943

i .  d i s p o s i t i o n s  a l l ie d  & t o y  naval f o r c e s

SOUTH ^BST PACIFIC AREA

1 . NORTH EASTERN in IE A

U )  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /24 :

(1) “BROOME" escorting "VAN DEN BOSCH"to position 12 miles S. ...
of Brumer Island. "VAN DEN BOSCH" to proceed 
independently to Townsville. "BROOME* to proceed 
to Port Moresby.

(2) "WIYALLA" "STELLA" on survey duty Goschen Strait area.
(3) “PIRIE" "S C .744" escorting Convoy PCI ("GEORGE W. McCRARY"

"VAN SPILBERGEN" "FRANCIS LfiiVIS” "VAN DER LIJN" 
"JANSSENS") dep. Milne Bay 1100/22 ETA Cairns 1400 /24 .

(4

(5

(6

(7

(8

(9

(10

"ARUHTA" escorting; Convoy NTS ("CLEVELAND ABBE" "HENRY DEARBORN" 
HmVTT> UTTSWWRTJ.’DAVID BUSBNELL ) departed Port Moresby 1B30/23 for 
Townsville ETA 0800/26.

"VENDETTA" escorting "BISHOPDALE" departed Thursday Island 
1025/23 for Townsville ETA 0701/26.

"OOLAC" escorting H.T."KATOOMBA" " SWARTENHONDT" was to depart 
Townsville 1000/24 for Brisbane.

"BOWEN" escorting "YOCHOW" from G3a dstone to Townsville was 
due 0400/24.

"KAPUNDA" escorting BT40 ("WILLIS VAN DEVENTER" "JASON LEE") 
departed Brisbane 0400/22.

"GEELONG" escorting "VICTORIA" "OUNTROON" departed Caloundra 
1615/2 3 .  "GEELONG" to part company at Whitsunday 
Passage ETA 0800/26.

9 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay

Port Moresby -

Thursday Is . 
Cairns

Challenger Bay-

Tovrasville

Brisbane

(Repairing)

Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels: 
Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels:

Small Craft 
Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels:

"ECHUCA"
"VAN HEEMSKERK"
"BENDIGO" "TULSA" "HILO" 12 PT *3 
"MASAYA" "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" 
"YARRA"
Approx 50 
"BALLARAT"
"KARSIK" "BOTH" "VIRGINIAN"

"LADY ISGBEL" "ADMIRAL CHASE" "KANGOLA"
Small Graft 
Warships & Aux. 
Warships & Aux.

- Approx 20
- "CASTLEMAINE"
- "STUART" "LATROBE" "PLATYPUS"

15 PT’ s (2 refitting)
- "HOBART" "SELFRIDGE" "RALPH 

TALBOT" "AASE MAERSK" "MERKUR"
______  - "WARRAMUNGA" "S-VAN" "g l k n e l g "
"KATOOMBA" "YUNNAN" (A .S .I .S )  "KURUMBA*

Warships & Aux. - "PHOENIX" "MUGFORD" "PULTON" 
"GOULBURN" "S C .746 SC .748 "POYANG" (A .S .I .S )  
"MAHUHDA" (Hospital Ship) YMS.9 YMS.49 YMS.50 
"LITHGOW"

Warships& Aux. 

Warships & Aux.

(i i )  ENBs'.tY FORCES

(1) Guadalcanal - A single enemy aircraft bombed a fighter strip
on Guadalcanal between 0247 and 0340 /23 . Slight casualties 
and damage were inflicted.

(2) New Georgia - Munda airfield  and Vila Plantation area were each
attacked by 4 Liberators between midnight and 0245 /23 . Munda 

airfield  was reported quiet all day 23 /2 ,



-(3) Ghoiseiil - The part»/of approximately 50 Japanese reported to 
have landed at Bambatana 20-21/2 were apparently on a 
foraging raid as they proceeded further SE down the coast 
and apparently returned N .f .  during the night of 22 /2 .

(4) Solomons-Knemy Aircraft - Reports on photographs in yesterday*s
appreciation (23/2} were wrongly recorded as on 2 2 /2 . These 
were in fact 2 1 /2 . Approximately simultaneous photographs 
a.m . 22 /2  show the following -

Kahili - 60 fighters; 5 bombers
Ballale - 5 fighters; no bombers
Buka - 17 fighters, 5 bombers (in same position

as previously reported)
Paisi s/p base - 21 Zero floatplanes; 2 four-engine f/Bs  
Munda was not photographed.

(5) Kavieng - Two cargo vessels (8-10,000 tons) were sighted 40
miles west of New Hanover course east, speed 8-10 knots at 
1500 /23 .

(6) Cape St.George - At 1334/23 the following ships were reported
in the vicinity of Cape St.George, course 300 °, speed 20 knots*- 

1 destroyer
1 cargo vessel (3000 tons)

(7) Wide Bay - An unauthenticated report from aircraft gave the
following shipping in Wide Bay, course 145° at 0930 /23  - 

1 transport
3 probable destroyers 

No confirmation has been received of this report.
(8) Rabaul - Shipping and ground installations at Rabaul were

attacked by 6 Fortresses at about 0600/23. About 12 ships 
were seen in Blanche Bay or ‘;t. George’ s Channel but results 
of the attack have still to be assessed. The larger portion 
of bombs was dropped on the whaf and town area at the northern 
end of the harbour.

(9) Open Bay - The small vessel re opted in the vicinity of Powell
Point on 21, 22 & 23 /2  is shown by photographs to be 'wrecked.

(10) Lorengau - Photos of Lorengau taken 2 2 /2  confirm that the runway
has been cleared and extended. Much track activity is shown 
and new buildings appear in the township. Visual recce 1 5 0 0 /S  
reports that the runway appears to be about 7000 f t .  long and 
unserviceable except for emergency use. Wo aircraft were seen*

(11) Wewak - Photos of Wewak 1100/23 reveal one 10 ,000  ton merchant
vessel and several small vessels in the harbour* 25 fighter 
aircraft on the aerodrome where sork on dispersal lanes and 
bays is in progress.

Reconnaissance aircraft was intercepted by 6 f i  hters 
thought to be 2ero*s.

(12) Alexishafen - Photos of Alexishafen aerodrome 22/2 reveal a 
possible hew ta^iway.

(13) Maflchaa-Ramu Valleys - Patrols report 2 l /2  that no Japanese ha*e
been s ifJ ted in the Markham River Valley in the Kaiapit - 
Guruf area (50 miles I<!; Lae) since 30 /l  and that the area 
west of Kaiapit has been cleara& of the enemy since that dates 
also that between 1 9 /l  and 19 /2  no enemy activity was observed 
in the Ramu Valley between Kesam and Sepu (approx 40 miles 
S.-.V. Madang).

(14) Mubo - Enemy troops appear to continue to be retiring 22 /2
eastwards towards the Guadagazal Saddle area while our air 
attacks on enemy positions on the Guadagazal Ridge have 
forccd some of the troops there to withdraw towards Mubo.

Enemy positions in the C-uadagazal area were attacked 
morning and afternoon 23/2 by Bostons.

(15) Lae - Ground installations were bombed after dark 22 /2  by one
B .17 while 00sitions in the Lae area were bombed and strafed 
a.m . 23/2 by 6 B .25»s .

Photos of Lae 23/2  show only one serviceable fighter 
on the aerodrome.

(16) Morobe Area - Throughout the night 22-23/2 enemy positions at
Bau, aaka, Dona and Sappa were bombed and strafed by Bostons 
while 8 barges seen 2 or 3 miles south of Lasanga Is . (ipprcoc 
30 miles up the coast from Morobe) heading south were strafed, 
probab ly damaged and beached or turned back#



\
% 7 )  Kumusl Delta was reported clear or tiie enemy a.m . 22 /2 .

(IS ) 'vobul'ark Is , - An enemy submarine was seen and a ttacked by 
aircraft approximately 55 miles EKE of Woodlark Is . at 
1450 /23 .

At 20$2/22  there were indications of an enemy unit 
in the vicinity of a position approximately 200 miles south 
of the above reported submarine.

(19) Milne Bay - 2 enemy air raids were made on Milne Bay area 
‘” " ^ 2^ 23/ 2 . Slight casualties and damage were inflicted.

NG--T m ST.SRK AR:?,A

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 00/24j

(1) "WARREGO" escorting "MAE’fSUYCKER" departed Darwin 1342/23
for Townsville ETA 2030/28#

(2) "VVILCANNIA" escorting "ALAGBA" "BA8INDA" departed Thursday
Island 1305/22 for Darwin ETA 2130 /26 ,

(3) 4 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin - Varships& Aux, - "KALG00RLIE" "INVERELL" 
Merchant Vessels: "ISLANDER" "MULIAMA"

(ii )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) Timor - 6 to 10 Zero*s attacked a reconnaissance Liberator 
over Penfoei (Koepang) a t 0920/23. Two Zerofs were 
destroyed and one more p ro b A le ,

Kal Is . - 0910-0925/23 the Barracks area at Toeal was
successfully attacked by two waves of Kudsons consisting 
of 6 and 2 units respectively.

SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(I)  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /24 ;

(1) "HhKON" departed Exmouth Gulf 2300/20 for Fremantle; was due
a.m. 24 /2 .

(2) "TOIPPOOR I L L "  departed Fremantle 0735/22 for Exmouth Gulf
ETA 2 5 /2 ,

(3) "ISABEL" escorting "CHUNGKING" departed Carnarvon 2130/22
for Fremantle ETA Geraldton 0700/25*

(4) "GOLDSTAR" en route Sidney to Fremantle*

(b ) In Harbour :

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "TROMP" "VAN GALEN" "TRINITY"
"DUBBO" "PELIAS" "W*B.PRESTOH"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "LARK" "CHILDS" "ISAiEL"

EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

( i ) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At sea to 1200 /24 :

(1) "BUNDABERG" departed Sydney 0039/24 for Newcastle to escort 
Convoy C074. "TO^RSVILLE* to sail with Sydney 
section p.m. 2 d/2 and join main convoy off Sidney*



.) "KYBRA" was to depart Twofold Bay 1200/24  to proce©d on 
A/s and R .D .F , search duties.

(3) "MORESBY" ABRAHAM GRYNSSEN" escorting Convoy 0C73,
(4) "MILJ.'URA;t "YAHDRA" escorting Convoy GP36 were to depart

Sidney 1100/24 STA Caloundra 0600/27 .
(5) " PATTERSON" departed Sydney 1637/23 for Brisbane ETA

0600/25 ,
(6) "GYM PIE" departed Sydney 0246/23 for Brisbane,
(7) "ADELAIDE” "VAN IIEEMSKERK15 "TJERK HIDDES11 on escort duty.
(8) "AUSTRALIA" "HENLEY" "BAGLEY" on escort duty,

(b) In  Harbour:

Sydney - -.farships & Aux. - f,LE TRIOMPHANT" "ROCKHAMPTON"
«/;a OGA" "TOwi SVILLE" "BUNBURY" "d e l o r a in e " 
"SUMNER® "BUNGAREE" "OTUS" YDG.2 

(Repairing) "NEW ORLEANS" "HELM" "ALHENA"
(in Reserve) "MANOQRA” "\ESTRALIA"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "SPRINGDALE" "DO Of.IB A "
(Ref it ting ) "WARRNAMBOOL"

________ PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - BALLARD (AVD) .
(2) At Espirltu Santo - NASHVILLE HONOLULU HELKBA ST• LOUIS (uL)

LA,r SON MEADE LA VALETTE CHEVALIER JENKINS TAYLOR 
STRONG (DD) JAMESTOWN (PG) CURTISS MACKINAC TANGIER (AV) 
DIXIE (AD) F-YRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) BREBSE (DM) ALCHIBA 
ALDEBARAN CARINA (AK) ARCTIC GEORGE CLYMER (AP) NEOSHO 
WHIPSTOCK PATUXENT (AO) NAVAJO (AT) VIREO (AM) SKYLARK (AM) 
YP .290  KIWI (A /s Vessel) YP.516 YP .517 YP.518

(3) At Noumea - SARATOGA (CV) SAN JUAN (CL) MURPHY SMITH READ
CONYNGHAM DRAYTON LAKDSER REID CASE MeCA-LEY 
BUCHANAN (DD) MONTGOMERY (DM) PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AS) 
LASSEN (AE) WHITNEY (AD) FULLER HUNTER LIGGETT TALAMANCA 
AMERICAN LEGION (AP) KINGFISHER NEVILLE MERCURY 
ALGORAB ARIDED CASTOR TITANIA (AK) ATHENE (AVG)
TRYON (APH) SONOMA (AT) SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT (AM) 
AHD,2 YP.239

(4) At Siva - POCOMOKE (AV) CATALFA ROSEWOOD (YN)
(5) At Nandi - MAHAN LANG (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK (AM) LOCUST (YN)

'iV AKBANK (YT) MATA I MOA TUI (A /S  Vessels ) ORTOLAN (ASR) 
ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AG)

(7) At Vila - NEW MEXICO MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) MAHAN GANSEVOORT
WOODWORTH AARON WARD McCALLA (DD) JOHN PEMK H .T . ALLEN (AP ) 
TIORNTON (AVI;) LACKA ANNA NKSCHES PLATTE (AO) RIG EL (AR ) 
ROAMER PC.476 PC.477 PC.479 KITTYHAWK (APV) LIBRA (AK) 

TRACY (DM)
(8) At Auckland - ACHILLES (CL) MONONA I (A.M .C) EBONY (YN)

ANT ARE S (AK) MOUFI’ VERNON (AP) SOLACE (AH)
Refitting - LEANDER (CL)

(9) At Wellington - SHELDRAKE (AM)
(10) At Papeete - CHEVHEUIL (CL)

(ii )  ENEMY FO-.>.CES

New Zealand - At 0015/23 there were indications of an enemy 
sutee rine in the vicinity of the eastern entrance to Cook 

Strait,



I I . NAVAL INCIDENTS

N I L.

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions
S .W .P .A * particularly Central & Northern
Solomons - North coast Hew Guinea - S.W. 
coast Dutch New Guinea - Timor/Arafura 
3fta Islands.

(2) Possible offensive against eastern New
Guinea area.

(3) Possible attempt to occupy Merauke.

(4) Increased offensive submarine activity*

For DIRECTOR C .0 .1 .0 .  
G .H . . , S .W .P .A .

24 /2 /43



A P P E N D 1 -X

.'A IL y ArPHLC I AT I Oil - PACIFIC INIJIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AtCEA 

EASTERN SECTION

8 tt Cruisers 
6 " Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla  Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

Effective

( i ) Allied Forces;

AUSTRALIA
HOBART
PHOENIX

ARUNTA
WARRAMUNGA 
IE TRIOMPHANT 
SELFRIPGE 
PATTERSON 
HENLEY 
RALPH TALBOT 
BAGL.TCY 
MUGFORD 
STUAiiT 
VENDETTA 
GROWLER 
GUAADFISH

Non-effective

NEW ORLEANS

MANOORA ) on Reserve 
WESTRALIA )

HELM

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Oilers

TUNA 
ALBACORE 
M  HER JACK 
GATO 
GRAMPUS 
GRAYBACK 
GREENLING 
GROUPER 
SNAPPER 
TRITON 
K# 9
FULTON
DOBBIN
TULSA
HILO
AASE MAERSK 
BISHQPDiL E 
KURUMBA 
VICTORIA

At Brisbane

On Patrol

At Sydney

( i i ) Enemy Forces;

CinC Combined TTe et
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force)
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates F3e et)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarin®s)
3-4 Battleships (BB) YAMATO

MUSASIII 
MUTSU 
HACATO 
ZUIKAKU 
ZUIHO 
UNYO 
ATAGO 
TAKAO 
NACHI 
HAGURO 
KUMAR0 
AOBA 
I3UZU 
KATORI 
KASEIMA 
NAGARA 
01
KITAOAMI

(Truk-JaLuit-Bismarcks-Solomons)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted a / c Carrier ( vvCV)
2 Auxiliary a / c Carriers (ACV) 
Heavy Cruisers (CA)

(prob, 6 effective)

6 light cruisers (CL)

01’AKA
MOGAMI (bel, sink 14 /11 ) 
IsfYOKO ) poss. sunk 
SUZUYA) 13-14/11

- 1 -



1 or^k oirverted light cruisers (XCL)
Apprw^ 27 s ubmari nes (S3)
Approx 40 destroyers (DD)
3 Seaplaie Carriers (AV) CHITOSE

AKITSUSBIMA
KAHOI

9 Converted s/p Tenders (XAV)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3 ,0 00  tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB’ s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Appro a  373 shore-based aircrax*t incl. 172 P, 118 B, 22 f / b , 4 3 p / p ,

18 Obar. ox* transport aircraft.

WESTERN 3 OTION

( i ) Allied Forcess

6 ” Cruiser 
Flotilla  Leader 
A .A . Ship
Armed Merchant Cruiser 
Destroyers

s/p Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Submarines

ADEL A IDE
TR0MP
VAN HEEMSKERK 
K M  I hBIA 
TJERK HIDDES 
VAN GALEN
HERON
W .B .PRESTON 
CHILDS 
PELIAS 
TM BOR )
T HRESHER ) 
GAR )
TROUT )
K. 12 Air 
GPJEHADIER ) 
GUDGEON )' 
TAUT0G ) 
K .8  )

On Patrol

At Fremantle

EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

(I) iLLIKD FORCES

4 submarines on patrol stations In  China Sea or HEI area (see above)

(Li) Enemy Forces i

C*s in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet 
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASHIGARA
3 light cruisers (CL) NATORI (damaged 2 l /l )KASHII 

KUMA
1 converted light cruiser (XCL)
Approx 16  destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (AV) NOTORO
1 Converted s/p Tender (XAV)
Approx 188 shore-based aircraft incl. 89 F , 56 B, 3 f /b , 24 F /P ,

16 transport aircraft.

CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

Converted A/C Carrier 
Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8 " Cruisers

(I) Allied Forces: 

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
PENNSYLVANIA
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND
NASSAU
ALTfiMAHA
COPAHEE
PORTLAND
MIMEAPOLIS

WEST VIRGINIA 
CALIFORNIA 
TENNESSEE

SALT LAKE CITY 
SAN FRANC I Si 0 
PENSACOLA

Destroyers
Submarines

15 (approx)
23 (approx)



C in C ^e t  Fleet 
6-'f\ Bat tie si ii ps (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted a/ c Carriers (XCV)

1 Auxiliary a / c Carrier (ACV)
3 Heavy Cruisers (CA)

2 Light Cruisers (CL)

( i i )  Enemy Forces: (Saipan-Bonins-Formosa-Japan)

ISE
FUSO
YA^ASHIRO 
Hi m  a 
HAH UNA
KONGO

HAYATAKA
HITAKA
CHTJYO
TONE
TIKUMA
CHO Al
ABUXUMA
Sal©AI
NIS3HIN1 'eaplane Carrier (AV)

4 Converted s /P  Tenders (XAV)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers & Gunboats (DD PG) 
Approx 27 Submarines (SS)

C. SOUTHERN PACIFIC AREA

Bat tieshi o s

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a/ c Carriers

8 ” Cruisers 

6 ” Cruisers

5 ” Cruisers 

Destroyers

D. NORTHERN PACIFIC AitEA

8 ” Cruiser 
6 ” Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

( i ) Allied Forces{

INDIANA 
WASHINGTON 
NORTH CAROLINA 
MAti LAND 
COL OR AIX)
E m  MEXICO
ENTERPRISE
SArLATOGA
CHENANGO
SANGAMON
STOANNEE
LOUISVILLE
’S ICIIITA
HELENA
HONOLULU
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN
50 (approx)

Effective

(i) Allied Forces:

INDIA HfiP OLIS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

SHOKAKU

LEANDER
ACHILLES

Non-effective

CinC 5th Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL)

^ A p p r o x  4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)

(i i )  Enemy sprees: (R.Honshu-Kuriles-Aleutians)

TAMA
KISO

3



*

SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

6 ” Cruisers

(i) Allied Forces;

COIf CORD 
TRESfTOK ' 
RICHMOND

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

Bat tie shi ' s

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 ” Cruisers

7 .5 ” Cruisers

6 ” Cruisers

Armed Merchant cmiisers

A .A . Ship
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

(i) Allied  Forces

‘7 Alt SPITE 
RE SOLUTION

*  RAM ILL ISS 
REVENGE

*  ROYAL SOVEREIGN 
x ILLUSTRIOUS

ALBATROSS
DEVONSHIRE

*  GEORGIOS AVEROFF (Greek) 
HAWKINS
FrtOBISHER 
MAURITIUS 
‘'A’-'BIA 
BIRMINGHAM 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
DAUNTLESS

*  f.;\ agon  
CAPETOWN

*  CALEDON
*  SUMATRA (Dutch)

ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE

*  CORFU 
CHITHAL 
RAN PUR A 
RANCHI
. J CMC i ■: STERSFIRE 

x  CARL-ISLE

x GLASGOW 
at EMERALD 
*  DANAE 

DURBAN 
CERES 
CARADOC

No recent intelligence, 
location uncertain.

». Note:

(i i )  Enemy Forces;

Present

Approx 3 Submarines

A



\ MOST SECRET

V
DAILY A P PKECI AT I ON - PA Cl PIC fc INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

25th February,1943

I . DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AtthA

(i)  ALLIKD FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /25 :

(1(2

(3
(4

(5

(6

(7

(B

(9

(10

(11

(12
(13

"BROOME" en route Oro Bay to Port Moresby ETA 26 /2 ,
"BALLARAT" escorting "KARSIK" (to Oro Bay) "BOTH" (to China 

Strait) departed Port Moresby 0841/24 ETA Oro Bay 
1400 /26 , ETA "BOTH" Milne Bay 13 00 /25 ,

"WHYALLA" "STELLA" on survey duty Goachen Strait area,
"ARUHTA" escorting Convoy ST3 ("CLEVELAND ABBE" "HENRY DEARBORN" 

"DAVID BUSMlfeLL") departed Port Moresby 1830/23 for 
Townsville ETA 0800/26 ,

"CASTLEMAIME" escorting Convoy TD12 - "WANAKA" "BUHWAH" - 
departed Thursday Island 1950/24 for Darwin ETA 
1330/28,

"VENDETTA" escorting "BISHOFDALE" departed Thursday Island 
1025/23 for Townsville ETA 0701/26,

"COLAC" escorting H.T."KATOOMBA" "SWARTENHONDT" departed 
Townsville 1018/24 for Brisbane ETA 0600/28 ,

"SWAN" "GLENELG" escorting Convoy TN40 ("PAINE WINGATE"
"BONTEKOE" towing 2 Ff * s , HBAK HONG LIONG" towing
2 PT*s) were to depart Cairns 0800/25 for Milne Bay 
ETA 1800/27 .

"BOWEN" escorting Convoy TH41 ("KURUMBA") was to depart
Townsville 1100/&5 for Port Moresby ETA 1000/27 . 

"KAPHHDA" escorting BT40 ("LILLIS  VAN DEVENTER" "JASON LEE")
departed Brisbane 0400/22} was due Townsville 0830/25 , 

"GEELONG" escorting "VICTORIA" "DUNTROON" departed Caloundra 
1615 /23 , "GEELONG" to part company at Whitsunday 
Passage ETA 0800/26,

"PHOENIX" departed Brisbane 0945/24 to Moreton Bay,
9 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour: 

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay

- Warships &  Aux. - "ECHUCA"
Merchant Vessels: "VAN HEEMSKERK"

- Warships & Aux. - "BENDIGO" "TULSA" "HILO" 12 PT«s 
Merchant Vessels : "MASAYA" "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD"

"YARRA"
Small Craft - Approx 50

Port Moresby - Merchant Vessels : "VIRGINIAN" "ADMIRAL CHASE"
"MANGOLA"

Small Craft - Approx 20 
Cairns - Warships & Aux. - "STUART" "LATROBE" "PIRIE" SC .74^

"PLATYPUS" 11 PT * a (2 refitting) 
Challenges* Bay - Warships & Aux. - "HOBART" "SELFRIDGE" "RALPH

TALBOT" "AASE MAERSK" "MERKUR* 
Townsville - Warships & Aux. - "WAHHAMUNGA11 "KATOOMBA"

"YUNNAN" (A. S. I . 8)
Brisbane - Asr ships & Aux. - "MUGFORD" "FULTON" "GOULBURN"

SC .743 SC .748 "POYANG" (A .S .I .S )  YU S .9 YMS.49 
YMS.50 "MANUNDA" (Hospital Ship)

(Repairing) "LITHGOW"

(e ) Proposed Movements:

(1) "WARRAI3UNGA" escorting; Convoy TXI43 ( "DUNTROON" "CHARON") to
depart Townsville 2£00/2o for Port Moresby i£TA 1700 /28 .

- 1 -



\ (Ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Buin - Reconnaissance a.m. 24/2 reported -
1 destroyer 
1 snail tanker
8 cargo vessels (incl. 1 large, 6 medium, 1 small) 

Total To vessels
(2) Cape St.Geor, e - At 1050/24 the following vessels were sighted

by a reconnaissance Liberator 4 miles WKW of Cape St.George, 
course 1 7 0 ° , speed 15 knots - 

1 destroyer
1 cargo vessel (6000 tons)

Bombs were dropped on the cargo vessel but nil hits recoi'ded. 
Two Zero’ s approached but did not attack,

^&kaul - Shipping at Rabaul was attacked at dawn 24/2 by 7 
Portresses. Results have not jet been assessed. Shipping 
was s i^ited as follows «

10 vessels in harbour of which two of 10 ,000  tons,
1 of 3 ,000  tons, 1 of 1 ,000  tons

5 others vessels and a submarine were seen dispersed 
in St.George’ s Channel.

(4) Open Bay - B .1 7 ’ s returning from Rabaul sighted at 0515/24 a
10 .000  ton cargo vessel stationary off-shore in the southern 
end of Open Bay.

A Liberator over the wrecked vessel off Powell Point 
at 1050/24 was Intercepted by 3 Zero’ s. Another Liberator 
over the same area at isoo/24 was Intercepted by 8 Zero’ s of 
which 4 were shot down.

(5) Cape Gloucester - One unidentified aircraft and 3 trucks were
seen on Cape Gloucester runway at 0900 /24 ,

( 6 ) Admiralty Is . - At 1500/23 a tanker described as " 0ND0” class
( 19&35 15 ,000  tons; oil cargo capacity 8 ,0 00  tons) was 
sighted about 80 miles HIE Lorengau, course 140°, speed 12 
knot s ,

(7) tf/ewak - Reconnaissance 1230/24- sighted a possible cargo vessel
(3-5,000 tons) In Mushu Passage with possible cargo on deck. 
The vessel was stationary when first  seen but on approach of 
the aircraft proceeded on course 3 2 5 °. Two barges were seen 
in //ewak Harbour.

It w ill be recalled that photos at 1100/23 showed one
10 .000  ton vessel and several small vessels In Wewak Harbour. 

The reconnaissance 24/2 sighted 11 fighters on the
runway,

(8) Madang - It was reported 23/2 that enemy forces at Madang were
snort of food and raiding inland.

(9) Lae - At 1000 /24 , Yanga and Angari Villages and Malahang Strip
were bombed and strafed by 7 B .25*s .  Pour aircraft were seen 
on Malahang strip of which one was taking o ff. A possible 
submarine was sighted off Lae.

(10) Mubo Area - Our patrols moving eastwards from rsn report no
contact with the enemy.

Enemy positions in the Guadagasal Saddle and tracks 
north of this Saddle were bombed and strafed by two waves 
each of three Bostons a.m. 24 /2 ,

(11) Morobe Area - Enemy positions at the mouth of the Waria River
were strafed by one flight of the Bostons which attacked Mubo 
in the above Para.

» B ,25*s which attacked Lae sighted possible aircraft
I hidden in undergrowth alongside Dona strip.

2 . NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /25 :

(1) "WARREG0" escorting nMAETSUYCKER" departed Darwin 1342/23
for Townsville ETA 2030/28 ,

(2) "XALG00RLIEn escorting "MULIAMA" " ISLANDERH departed Darwin
0456/24 for Thursday Island. "KALGOORLIE” to 
proceed Maryborough,
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^  (3) "WILCANMIA" escorting "ALAGNA” ”BABINDA" departed Thursday
V Island 1305/22 for Darwin ETA 2130/26.

(4) 3  submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - uIMVERBLLn

(ii)  E m 'M  FOB CBS

(1) Timor - Extraordinary enemy aircraft reconnect ssance was
carried out south of Kisar Island p .m .23 /2  and a.m. 24 /2 . 
This may be in connection with convoy movements or cover 
for unloading operations at Lavai on the NE end of Timor 
where considerable shipping activity was reported about 
Christmas time.

(2) S . C o a s t  Dutch Hew Guinea. - A 3 ,000  ton merchant vessel was
si. i.ted at Babo p.m. £4/ 2 . The vessel was bombed by the 
reconnaissance Liberator and a direct hit obtained on the 
bow with a 100-lb bomb. The town and wharf area were also 
bombed. One enemy fighter attempted to intercept.

Kaukenau was bombed by another Libex&or 2 4 /2 . Three 
unspecified vessels were sighted 45 miles west of Kaukenau, 
course N.W.

(3) Darwin - An unidentified aircraft was over Darwin at 1400 /24 .

3 , SOUTH WESTKhM ABBA

(i)  ALLIBB FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 1200 /25 :

(1) "HERON* departed Exmouth Gulf 2300/20 for Fremantle; was due
a.m. 24 /2 ,

(2) "WHIPPOORWILL" departed Fremantle 0735/22 for Exmouth Gulf
ETA 25 /2 .

(3) "ISABEL” escorting "CHUNGKING” departed Carnarvon 2130/22
for Premantle was due Geraldton 0700 /25 .

(4) "GOLDSTAR” en route Sydney to Fremantle ETA 1900 /28 .

(b) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "TfOMP” "VAN GALEN" "TRINITY"
"DUBB0" “PELIA3” " W. B. PRESTOK"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "L;.RK” "CHILDS" "ISABEL"

4 . EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i)  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /25 :

(1) "BUNDABERG” "TOtVNSVILLE” escorting Convoy C074.
(S) ”LE TRIOtviPKANT" escorting "OTTIS" was to depart-Sydney 

0600/25 for Fremantle#
(3) "KYBRA" departed Twofold Bay 1200/24 to proceed on a / s  and

R*D*F* search duties*
(4) "MORESBY” "ABRAHAM CRTNSSEN" escorting Convoy PC73.
(5) "MILDURA" "YANDRA" escorting Convoy GP3& departed Sydney

112 e/ 24 ETA Caloundra 0830/27.
(6) "PATTERSON" departed Sydney 1637/23 for Brisbane, was due

0600/25*
(7) "GYMPIE” departed Sydney 0246/23 for Brisbane*
(8) "ADELAIDE" "VAN HJ2EMSKERK" "TJERK HIDDES" were due Melbourne

0925/2 5 .
(9) "AUSTRALIA” "HENLEY" "BAGLEY" on escort duty.
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(b ) In Harbour:

Sydney - Varships & Aux. - "ROCKHAMPTON" "WAGGA" "BUNBURY"
"DELORAINE* "SUMNER" "BUNGAREE" YDG.2 

(Repairing) "NEW ORLEANS" "HELM" "ALIIENA"
(In  Reserve ) "MANOQRA" "WESTRALIA"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "SPRINGDALE" "DOOMBA"
(Ref1 tting) "WARRNAMBOOL"

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At yanlkoro - BALLARD (AVD)
(2) At Esniritu Santo - NASHVILLE HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS (CL)

LAMSON MEADE LA VALETTE CHEVALIER JERKINS TAYLOR 
STRONG (DD) JAMESTOWN (PG) CURTISS MACKINAC TANGIER (AV) 
DIXIE (AD) FYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) BREESE (DM) ALCHTBA 
ALDEBARAN CARINA (AK) ARCTIC GEORGE CLYMER (AP) NEOSHO 
WHIP STOCK PATUXENT (AO) NAVAJO (AT) VIHEO (AM) SKYLARK(AM) 
YP .290  KIWI (a/ s Vessel) YP.516 YP.517 YP .518

(5) At Noumea - SARATOGA (CV) SAN JUAN (CL) MURPHY SMITH READ 
CONYNGHAM DRAYTON LARDNER REID CASE MeCAWLEY 
BUCHANAN (DD) MONTGOMERY (DM) PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AS) 
LASSEN (AE) WHITNEY (AD) PULLER HUNTER LIGGETT TALAMANCA 
AFRICAN LEGION (AP) KINGFISHER NEVILLE MERCURY 
ALGORAB AHIDED CASTOR TITANIA (AK) ATHENE (AVG)
TRYON (APH) SONOMA (AT) SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT (AM) 
ARD • 2 YP* 2 39

(4) At Suva - POCOMOKE (AV) CATALPA ROSEWOOD (YN)
(5) At Nandi - MAHAN LANG (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT(YN

WANDANK (YT) MATAI MGA TUI (a / s  Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASH) 
MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) STRATFORD (AP)
PATHFINDER (AG)

(7) At Vila - NEW MEXICO MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) MAHAN GANSEVOORT
WOODWORTH AARON WARD McCALLA (DD) JOHN PENN B. T. ALLEN (AP) 
THORNTON (AVD) LACKAWANNA NESCKES PLATTE (AO) RICEL (AR) 
ROAHER PC.476 . PC.477 PC.479 KITTYBAWK (APV) LIBRA (AK) 
TRACY (DM)

(8 ) At Auckland - ACHILLES (CL) MCNQWAI (A.M.C) EBONY (YN)
ANTARES (AK) MOUNT VERNON (AP) SOLACE (AH)

Refitting - LKANDER (CL)
(9) At Wellington - SHELDRAKE (AM)

(10) At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (CL)

(i i )  ENEh'.Y FORCES

New Zealand - .The condition of a mine washed ashore at New 
Plymouth 15 /2  suggests that it could not have been in t h e i ^  
water for more than 6 weeks. /

H .  NAVAL INCIDENTS

Rabaul - Shipping at Rabaul was attacked shortly after O6G O /S  
by £ Fortresses with the following results -

3 Hits were obtained with 500-lb bombs on a large 
destroyer or light cruiser near Malaguna Strip.

Near misses, 20-26 f t . ,  from a 7 ,000  ton cargo 
vessel between Praed Point and Duke of York Island.

2 small schooners in Ataliklikun Bay were strafed.
The 12-13 ships seen were dispersed as follows -

5 or 6 warships off-shore at Malaguna
1 vessel west of Matupl Island
4 probable cargo ships along S. shore Praed Point
2 cargo vessels between Praed Point and Duke of

XSJOD2 York Is*
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I I I . ENEMY'S PFOBAIILE M XT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions
S.lv.P.A. particularly Central & Northern 
Solomons - North coast New Guinea - S .# , 
coast Butch New guinea - Timor/Arafura 
Sea Islands#

(2) i-'ossible offensive against eastern New
Guinea area.

(3) Possible attempt to occupy Merauke.

(4) Increased offensive submarine activity.

25 /2 /45
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\
A P P E N D I X

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & IKDIAT OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY 

SOUTIMEST AGiriC A -BA

EffectiveEASTERN SECTION

8 ” Cruisers 
6 ” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Destroyers

Sufcmarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

0iler3

(i) Allied .forces:

ASTRALIA
HOBART
PHOENIX
ADELAIDE
VAN HEEMSKERK

ARUBTA
♦VARRAMUNGA
LE TRIOMPHANT
SELFRIDGE
PATTERSON
HENLEY
liALPR TALBOT 
BAGLEY 
MUGFORD 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
TJERK HIDDES 
GROWLER )
GUARDFISH ) 
NAUTILUS )
TUNA )
ALBACORE 
A kBERJACK 
GATO 
GRAM PC S 
GRAYBACK 
GREENLIKG 
GROUPER 
SNA PPER 
TRITON 
K»9
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
KILO
AA3E MAERSK 
BISEOPDALE 
KURUMBA 
VICTORIA

Non-effective

NEW ORLEANS

MANOOitA )
WE STEAL IA )

HELM

On Reserve

At Brisbane

On Patrol

At Sydney

(ii)  Enemy Forcos: (Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force) 
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers) 
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet) 
CinC 6th ITLeet (Submarines)
3-4 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted a / c Carrier (XCV)
2 Ausi liary  k /0  Carriers (ACV) 
Heavy Cruisers (CA)

(prob. 6 effective)

YAMATO 
MUSASHI 
MUTSU 
NAGAF 0 
ZUIKAKU 
ZUTEHO
uiryo

A TAGO 
TAKAO 
NACHI
HAGURO
KUMANO
AOBA

OTAKA
MO0AMI (be1 . sunk 1 4 /l l )  
MYOKO ) Poss. sunk 
SUZUYA) 13-14/11
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\
Light Cruisers (CL) - 6 ISUZU

M  TORT 
KASHIMA 
NAGARA 
01
KITAGAMI

1 or 2 converted light cruisers (XCL)
Approx 27 submarines (SS)
Approx 40 destroy r3 (DD)
3 Seaplane Carriers (AV) CHITOSB

AKITSVSHIMA
KAMOI

9 Converted S/p  Tenders (XAV)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3,C0C tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB's, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 382 shore-based aircraft Incl. 181 F , 118 B, 22 F /B , 45  P /P , 

18 Obsn. or transport aircraft*

2. WESTERN SECTION

Flotilla  Leader 
Armed Merchant Cruiser 

A  Destroyers 
s/p  Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Submarl ne s

(I)  ALLIED 1 0 ■■CES

TROMP 
KANII-fflLA 
VAN GALEN 
HER a?
tf.B.PRESTON 
CHILDS 
PELIAS 
TAMBOR )
THRESHER ) On Patrol
GAR )K.12
GRAYLING 
GRENADIER 
GUDGEON 
TAUTOG 
TROUT

At Premantle

3 . EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

(i) Allied Forces?

3 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see above)

(i i )  Enemy Forces:

C»s In C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet 
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASH ICAR A
3 light cruisers (CL) NATO it I (damaged 2 l /l )KASKII

KUMA
1 converted light cruiser (XCL)
Approx Jo destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (AV) N0T0R0
1 Converted, s/p Tender (XAV) .
Approx 186 shore-based aircraft incl. 87 F, 56 B, 3 F /B , 24 F /P ,

16 transport aircraft.
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AB. CENTR&L PACIFIC A HE A

Battle a hi os

Converted A/c Carrier 
Auxiliary s/0 Carriers

8 " Cnisers

Effective

(i) Allied Forces:

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA 
LONG ISLAND 
M S  SAC 
ALT AMAH A 
COPAHEE 
PORTLAND 
MINNEAPOLIS

Destroyers
Submarines

CinC Is t Fleet 
6-7 Battleships (Bfc)

15 (approx)
23 (approx)

( i i )  Enemy Forces: (Saipan*

ISE
FU30 
YA/ASEIRO 
HYUGA
HARUNA

•
KONGO

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted A/C Carr*ier* (XCV) HAYATAXA

HIT AKA
1 Auxiliary a/ c Carrier (ACV)
3 Heavy Cm isers (CA)

2 Light Cruisers (CL)

CHUYO
TONE
TIKUMA
CHOKAI
ABUKISMA
SENDAI

RIS3EIN1 Seaplane Carrier (AV)
4 Converted s/p Tenders (XAV)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers & Gunboats (DD &• PG) 
Approx 27 Subriarines (S3)

C. SOUTHERN PACIFIC AREA

(1) Allied, Forces*

Battleships INDIANA
WASHINGTON 
NCR TH CAROLINA 
MAR* LAND 
COLORADO
NEW MSXICO

Aircraft Carriers ENTERPRISE

Auxiliary a /C  Carriers
SARATOGA
CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE

8 ” Cruisers LOUISVILLE 
IVI CHITA

6 ” Cruisers HELENA
HONOLULU
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
KONTPELLIER
DENVER

5" Cruisers SAN DI-GO 
SAN JUAN

Destro p  rs 50 (approx)

- 3 -

Non-effective

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

S/L T LA KE CITY 
SAN FRANCISCO 
PENSACOLA

Bonins-Foimosa-Japan )

SRGKAKU

LLANDER
ACHILLES



NORTHERN PACIFIC AREA affective
\ ' .................  .................... ... ' 1 ..........  - - r - r —  r  >“ ' '  1 1

V

(i) Allied Forces:

Non-effective

8 ” Cruiser INDIANAPOLIS
6 n Cruisers DETROIT

KJL SIGH
10 Destroyers
10 Submarines

(ii )  Enemy Forces: (H.Honshu-Kuriles-Alcutians)

CinC 5th Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL) TAMA

KISO
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (33)

SOUTHED STiuU'l PACIFIC AREA

( i ) Allied Forces:

6 ” Cruisers CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

INDIAN PC RAH A.tEA

( I ) Allied Forces: 

Battleships WARSPITE
HESOLUTION
RAMIL IBS
REVENGE

36 ROYAL SOVEREIGN
Aircraft Carrier * ILLUSTRIOUS
Seaplane Carrier ALBATROSS
8 tt Cruisers DEVONSHIRE

* GEORGIOS AVEROFF (Greek)
7 .5 ” Cruisers HA'tfKINS

FROBISHER
6 ” Cruisers MURITIUS 36 GLASGOW

GAF3IA 36 EMERALD
BIRM INGHAM 36 DANAE
ENTERPRISE DURBAN
LIVERPOOL CERES
DAUNTLESS CARADOC

36 DRAGON 
CA PETOWN

31 CALEDON
36 SUMATRA (Dutch)

Armed Merchant Cruisers

36

ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE
CORFU
CKITRAL
RANPURA
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

A .A , Ship 36 CART ISLE
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

ss Note: No recent Intelligence. Present 
location uncertain.

(11) Enemy Forces:

App rox 3 Jub :e r ine s



»  MOST SECRET

iAIL Y APPR SC I ATI ON-PACIT IC & IHDIM  QC ftAM M  V AL ACTIVITY

26th February<1945

30TTTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN A,tEA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 00 /261

(1) " BALLARAT" escorting "KARSIK" from Port Moresby to Oro
Bay ETA 1400/26 .

(2) "WHYALLA" "STELLA" on survey duty Goschen Strait area.
(3) "ARUNTA" escorting Convoy NTS ( "CLEVELAND ABBE" "HENRY, DEARBORN")

"DAVID BUSHNELL ) cfeparted Port Moresby 1830 /23  for 
Townsville was due 0800/26 .

(4) "CASTLEMAINE" escorting Convoy TD12 - "v̂  AN AKA" "BURvVAH" -
departed Thursday Island 1950/24 for Darwin ETA 
1330 /28 .

(5) "VENDETTA" escorting "BISHOPDALE" departed Thursday Island
1025/23 for Townsville was due 0701 /26 .

(6) "COLAC" escorting H.T."KATOOMBA" " S ’!ARTENHONDT" departed
Townsville 1018/24 for Brisba® ETA 0600 /28 .

(7) "SWAN" "GLENELG" escorting Convoy TN40 ("PAINE WE NGATE"
"BONTEKOE" towing 2 PT*s, "DAN HONG LIONG" towing
2 PT*s) departed Cairns 0930/25 for Milne Bay ETA 
1800/27 .

(8) "BOWEN" escorting Convoy TN41 ("KURUMBA") departed Townsville
0025/25 for Port Moresby ETA 1000 /27 .

(9) "GEELONG" escorting "VICTORIA" "DUNTROON" departed Caloundra
1615 /23 . On arrival - bitsunday Passa e "DUNTROON" 
to proceed independently to Townsville. "GEELONG" 
to escort "VICTORIA" until "STUART" escorting 
Convoy TS17 is met, when "GEELONG" is to .join 
"SaUAIii,r. "START" escorting Convoy TS17 was to 
depart Townsville 0800/26*

(10) 8 subna rines on patrol.

(b ) In Har bour i

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. ~ "ECHUCAn
Merchant Vessels s "VAN HEEMSKERK"

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. "BENDIGO" "TULSA" "KILO"
12 pr»s

Merchant Vessels j "MASAYA" "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD"
"YARRA" "BOTH"

Small Craft - Approx 50 
Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - "BROOMS"

Merchant Vessels : "VIRGINIAN" "ADMIRAL CHASE
"MANGQLA"

Small Craft - Approx 20
Cal--ns - r ar ships & Aux. » "LATROBE" "PIRIE" » SC .744"

"PLATYPUS" 11 PT*s (2 refitting 

Challenger fifty - Warships & Aux. - "HOBART" " SELFRIiXJE" "RALPH
TALBOT" "AASE MAERSK "MERKUR 

Townsville - Warships & Aux. - "WARRAMUNGA" "KATOOUBA" "KAPUNDA
"YUNNAN" (A .S .I .S )

Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "PHOENIX" "PATTERSON" "MUGFORD"
"FULTON" "GOULBURN" "GYMPIE" SC .746 SC.748 
"POYANG" (A. S .I .S )  YMS.9 YliS.49 YMS.50 
"MANUNDA" (Hospital Ship)

(Re >a irln g ) "LITHGOW "

( c ) Proosed Movements:

(1) "ARUNTA" "KAPUNDA" escorting Convoy TN42 ("  ILLIS VAN DEVENTER"



11 JASON LEE” "YOCHOW" "S . JACOB") to Port Moresby.
"ARUNTA" WKA PUMDA " escorting "WILLIS VAN DEVENTER"
"JASON LEE" to depart Townsville 1800/33 . "S.JACOB"
" YOCIIOW" to RV off Fitzroy Island 0800/27 ,

(2) "WARRAMUNGA" escorting Convoy TN43 ( "DUNTROON" "CHARON") to 
depart Townsville 2200/26 for Port Moresby ETA 
1700 /28 .

(ii )  EHEI,-y FORCES

(1) Solomons-Enemy Aircraft - Approximately simultaneous photographs
24/<i show tne following ~

K a M li  - 41 fighters, 1 bomber.
Field half obscured by cloud.

Ballale - 4 fighters, 2bombers. Partial
cover only.

Falsi - 6 Zero floatplanes, 2 four-engine F /Bs.
Partial cover only.

Munda - Nil.
V ila  Plantation - Nil.
Buka was not covered,

(2) New Georgia - Vila Plantation area was bombed by one Hudson
during the early hours 25 /2 ,

(3 ) Buln-Kahili aerodrome and area also Falsi were bombed in bad
weather before dawn 25 /2  by 7 Liberators.

(4) St.Georp;e*s Channel - At 1600 /25 , 3 unclassified vessels were
seen in" St. G-eorge*s Channel. The sighting was made from a 
distance and no further detail could be given,

(5) Bta'baul - Shipping was attacked at about dawn 25/2  by 5 Fortresses.
Results ha-tf-e still to be assessed. Some bombs were also dropped 
on the town area and Vunakanau dispersal areas.

(6) Gasmata - Photographs 2o/2 show constructional work in progress on
dispersal loops and bays at the aerodrome. A Fortress and a 
Liberator both bombed the runway a.m . 2 5 /2 ,

(7) Wewak - Photographs 24 /2  show that the vessel sighted In Mushu
Passage (reported yesterday’ s appreciation 25 /2 ) was a 
possible minelayer.

Photographs 25/2 show the following - 
1 destroyer
1 minelayer, poss. "SHIMUSHU" class (1200 tons)
1 other small vessel 
several barges.

The visual sighting included a 6 ,0 00  ton cargo vessel which 
was possibly not shown in  the photos which were partly 
obscured by clouds,

(8) Alexishafen - At 1225 /25  a 600 ton cargo ship was sighted
stationary at Alexishafen. Two hits or near misses were 
scored with bombs.

Photos show that ,work continues on the strip and 
clearing Is  in progress although it  is doubtful If  the 
runway Is serviceable.

(9) Madang - Reconnaissance 25 /2  reported that the strip was
serviceable and work is in  progress on the runway and 
dispersal strips. No aircraft were seen but A .A . fire was 
encountered.

Mubo Area - Reports Indicate continued withdrawal of the enemy
to t he".Guadagasal Saddle where enemy positions were bombed
and strafed a.m. 25 /2  by 6 Bostons. Tracks in the vicinity 
were also strafed,

(11) KGrobe ™ The aircraft seen hidden near the Dona strip 24 /2  i3
how "'believed to be a Tiger Moth aircraft with probable R .A .A .F . 
roundels,

(12) Subxnarine Activity - On 23-24/2 there were indications of enemy
submarines as follows - 

one off Salamaua 
one M.W. Woodlark Island 
one 350 miles east of Bowen.
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I'iORIH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/26?

(1) "WARREGO" escorting "MAETSUYCKER" departed Darwin 1342 /23
for Townsville ETA 2030/28 .

(2) "KALGOORLIE" escorting "MULIAMA" "ISLANDER" departed Darwin
0456/24 for Thursday Island. "KALGOORLIE" to 
proceed Maryborough.

(3) "HLCANNIA" escorting, "ALAGNA" "BABINDA" departed Thursday
Island 1305/22  for Darwin ETA 2130/26 .

(4) 4 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships &  Aux. - "INVEHELL"

(i i )  EHEaT FORCES

(1) Kaukenau - Photographs 24/2  show a short runway at Timlka
(1 1 ~STles E . Kaukenau) and 6 new mac.hine-gun emplacements.

(2) MacCluer Gulf - Reconnaissance a.ra. 2 4 /2  sighted a vessel
shown by photographs to be about 2000 tons near Kokas in the 
Bay of Sekar (S.coast near entrance MacCluer G ulf).

(3) Darwin - An enemy aircraft was over Darwin and Batchelor at
about noon 2b/2 ,

SOUTH WESTERN AREA

( i ) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 0 0 /2 6 1

(1) "ISABEL" escorting "CHUNGKING" departed Carnarvon 2130/22
for Premantle was due G-eraldton 0700/25.

(2) "GOLDSTAR" en route Sydney to -■'remantie ETA 1900 /28 .
(3) "VAN GALEN" departed Fremantle 1410/25 on escort duty.

(b) In Harbours

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "TROMP" "TRINITY" "DUBBO" "PELIAS"
"W. B. PRESTON" "HERON"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships &• Aux. - "LARK" "CHILDS" "ISABEL"
"WHIPPOORWILL"

EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/26 :

(1) "BUMDABERG" "TOWNSVILLE" escorting Convoy C074.
(2) "LE TRIOMPHANT" Sscorting "OTUS" was to depart Sydney 0600/25

for Fremantle ETA 1600/4 March.
(3) "MILDURA" "YANDRA" escorting Convoy GP36 departed Sydney

1125/24 ETA Caloundra 08^0/27 . "
(4) "AUSTRALIA" "HENLEY" "BAGLEY" on escort duty.

(b ) In Harbour s

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "ROCKHAMPTON" "WAGGA" "BUNBURY"
"MORESBY" "ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN" "DELORAINE"
"SUi n e r " "BUNGAREE" YDG.2 

(Repairing) "NEW ORLEANS" "HELM" "ALHENA"
(In Reserve) "MANOORA" "WESTRALIA"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "VAN HEEMSKERK"
"TJERK HIDDES" "SPRINGDALE" "DOOMBA*

(Refitting) "WARRNAMBOOL"
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\ (ii) ENEIIY FORCES

Newcastle Area - Shortly after midnight 25-25/2 d / f  indications 
of an enemy' unit were obtained from a position 32°29*S ,
153 09*E (50 miles ENE Port Stephens - N .S .W .) .  Searches 
were instituted and a Hudson located and attacked a submarine 
in position 32°05iS , 153°10*E (50 miles NE by E . Port Stephens 
or about 30 miles North of d / f  f ix )  at 0550/26 ,

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - BALLARD (AVD)
v2) At Esoiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) NASHVILLE HONOLULU HELENA 

ST.LOUIS SAN DIB GO (CL) LAMSON MEADE LA VALET TE 
CHEVALIER JENKINS TAYLOR STRONG FARENHOLT MORRIS 
ANDERSON HUGHES MUSTIN RUSSELL ELLET (DD) JAMESTOWN(PG) 
CURTISS MACKINAC TANGIER WRIGHT (AV) DIXIE (AD) FYRO (AE) 
VESTAL (AR) BREESE (DM) ALCHIBA ALDEBARAN CARINA (AK)
ARCTIC (AF) GEORGE CLYMER (AP) NEOSHO WHIPSTOCK PATUXENT (AC 
NAVAJO (AT) VIREO SKYLARK (AM) YP .290 KIWI (a/ s Vessel)
YP. 516 YP, 517 YP.518

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA NORTH CAROLINA (B.B) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN JUAN (CL) MURPHY SMITH READ DUNLAP BALCH FANNING 
AULICK CUMMINGS PERKINS (DD) MONTGOMERY (DM) PROMETHEUS(AR) 
ARGONNE (AS) LASSEN (AE) WHITNEY (AD) TALA/ANCA (AP) 
KINGFISHER NKVILLE MERCURY FOMALHAUT ALGORAB ARIDED 
CASTOR (AK) ATHENE (AVG) TKYON (APH) SONOMA (AT) SUAMICO 
CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT (All) ARD.2 YP.239

(4) At Suva - PDCOMOKE (AV) CATALPA ROSEWOOD (YN)
(5) At Nandi - MAHAN LANG (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT(YN)

WANDANK (YT) MAT AI MOA TUI (a / s  Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) 
MENOMINEE (AT) ERSEINE PHELPS (AO) STRATFORD (AP)
PATHFINDER (AG)

(7) At Vila - NEW MEXICO MARYLAND COLORADO (Bi.) SUWANNEE SANGAMON
CHENANGO (ACV) GANSEVOORT FRAZIER AARON WARD EDWARDS (DD) 
JOHN PENN H .T .ALLEN (AP) THORNTON (AVD) LACKAWANNA 
NESCBES (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER PC.476 PC .477 K3 .479 
KITTYKAWK (A?V) LIBRA (AK) TRACY (DM)

(0) At Auckland - ACHILLES (CL) MGNOWAI (A.M .C) EBONY (YN)
ANTARES (AK) M0U1T VERNON (AP) SOLACE (AH)

Refitting - LEANDER (CL)
(9) At Wellington - GRAYSON (DD) SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES.JACKSON 

PRES.ADAMS HIES.HAYES CRESCENT CITY (AP)
(10) At Paoeete - CHEVREUIL (CL)

I I ,  NAVAL INCIDENTS

Rabaul - The attack on shipping at Rabaul by 7 Fortresses at 
about dawn 24 /2  resulted as follows ~

1 10 ,000  ton ship hit by 5C0-lb sklp-bomb but no 
explosion seen,

1 minelayer-type vessel received 4 x  500-lb near misses, 
vsithln 20 f t .

1 minelayer-type vessel, possibly same vessel as above, 
received very near miss from 500-lb dropped on 
skip-bombing run,

1 warship twice attacked and in conducting violent 
avoiding manoeuvres, ran on a reef.



\

I I I . ENEMY’ S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE
ss

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions
S .W .P .A . particularly Central & Northern 
Solomons - North, coast New G-uinea - S.i¥. 
coast Dutch New Guinea - Timor/Arafura 
Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive against eastern Mew
Guinea area.

(3) Possible attempt to occupy Merauke.

(4) Increased offensive submarine activity.

For 1) IfiECTOR C. 0 . 1 . C .
t c t :

26 /2 /43
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A P P E N D I X

DAILY A PPaECI ATION-PA OIPIC 5- INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

A, SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

1. EASTERN SECTION

8 !! Cruisers 
6 ” Cm isers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Destroyers

Submarines

Effective

( i ) Allied Forces:

AUSTRALIA
HOBART
PHOENIX
ADELAIDE
VAN HEEMSKERK

A SU NT A
A'ARHAMJNGA
LE THIGMPHANT
SELFRIDOE
HENLEY
PATTERSON
RALPH TALBOT
BAGLEY
MUGFORD
STUM T
VENDETTA
TJERK HIDDES

Non-effective

NEW ORLEANS

MANOORA )
WESTEALIA )

HELM

On Reserve

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Oilers

GROWLER 
GUAuDFISH 
NAUTILUS 
TUNA
ALQACORE 
AwBERJACK 
GATO 
GRAMPUS 
C-RAYBACK 
GREKELIKG 
GROUPER 
SNAPPER 
TRITON 
K.9
FULTON
DOBBIN
TULSA
HILO
AASE MAERSK 
BISHOPDALE 
KURUMBA 
VICTORIA

At Brisbane

On Patrol

At Sydney

(ii )  Enemy Forces: (Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force) 
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Cartiers) 
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet) 
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted a / c Carrier (XCV)
2 Auxiliary a/ c Carriers (ACV)

YAMAT0
MUSASHI
MUTSU
NAGATO
ZUIKAKU
ZUIHO
UNYO
ktxm

OTAKA

- 1 -



Hea-yy Cruisers (CA) 
(prob. 6 effective)

6 Light Cruisers (CL)

MOO AMI (bel.sunk 1 4 /l l )  
MYOKO ) poss. sunk 
3UZTJYA ) 13-14/11

ATAGO 
TAKAO
MAC HI 
HAGUE0 
KUMANO 
AOBA 
ISUZU 
BEAT OR I 
KASHIMA 
NAGAKA
01
HITAGAMI

1 or 2 converted light cruisers (XCI,)
A ppr o x 27 s ubmar i ne s (33)
Approx 40 destroyers (DD)
3 Seaplane Carriers (AV) CBITGSE

AK IT SU SIIIMA 
KAT.ro I

9 Converted S /P  Tenders (XAV)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (ever 3 ,000  tons)
Minelayers, Mine sweep- rs, Sub.Chasers, MTB’ s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 382 shore-based aircraft incl. 181 P, 118 B, 22 f / b , 45 f / p , 

18 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

YvE STERN SECTION

Flotilla  Leader 
Armed Merchant Cruiser 
Destroyers 
s/p Tenders

Subna rine Tender 
Submarines

(I )  Allied Forces

TROMP 
KANIMBLA 
VAN GALEN
HERON
W .B . PRESTON 
C HILDS

QPELIA S
TAMBOR ,
Thresher

GAR ;
K.12
GRAIL I HO
GRENADIER
GUDGEON
TAUTOG
TROUT

On Patrol

At Fremantle

EAST INDIES - HiXhl?PINES

(1) Allied Forces:

3 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see above)

(i i )  Enemy Forces:

C*s in C 1st , 2nd and 3#d Southwest Expeditionary Fleet
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASHIGAR A
3 light cruisers (CL) KASHII NATORI (damaged 2 l /l )

KUMA
1 converted light cruiser (XCL)
Approx 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (AV) NOTORO
1 Converted s/p Tender (XAV)
Approx 185 shore-based aircraft incl. 87 F, 56 B, 3 f / b , 24 f / p ,

1G transport aircraft.

- 2



B . CENTRAL PACIFIC AtflSA 

Battle ships

Converted A/C Carrier 
Auxiliary a/ c Carriers

8 ” Cruisers

Destroyers
Submarines

Effective 

(1) Allied Forces:

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
PENNSYLVANIA
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND
NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAHEE
PORTLAND
MINNEAPOLIS

15 (approx) 
23 (approx)

Non-effective

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

SALT LAKE CITY 
SAN FRANCISCO 
PENSACOLA

CinC Is t Fleet 
6-7 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted A /c Harriers (XCV)

1 Auxiliary A/c Carrier (ACV)
3 He a vy Crui aers (C A )

2 light cruisers (CL)

(ii )  Enemy Forces: (Saipan-Bonins-Formosa-Japan)

ISE
FU SO
YAMASHIRO 
HYUGA 
BAnUNA 
KONGO

HA PATAKA
h it  aka  
CHTJYO
fpAiinr

TIK7JMA 
Cl'OKAI 
ABOKUMA 
SENDAI 
KISSHIN1 Seaplane Carrier (AV)

4 Converted s/P Tenders (X . V )
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers & Gunboats (DD & PG) 
Approx 27 Submarines (SS)

C. SOUTHERN PACIFIC A REA

(i) Allied Force's:

Battleships INDIANA
WASHINGTON 
NORTH CAROLINA 
MARYLAND 
COLOHADO 
NEW MEXICO

Aircraft Carriers ENTERPRISE

Auxiliary a / c Carriers
SARATOGA
CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE

8 ” Cruisers LOUISVILLE
WICHITA

6 "  Cruisers HELENA
HONOLULU
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER

5" Cruisers SAN DIEGO 
SAN JUAN

Destroyers 5 0 (approx)

SHOKAKU

LEANDER
ACHILLES

.  3 -



Effective Non-effective

( I ) Allied Forces?

0 ” Cruiser INDIANAPOLI3
6 ” Cruisers DETROIT

RALEIGH
10 Destroyers
10 Submarines

(i i ) Enemy Forces; (N.Honshu-Kuriles-Aleutians)

CinC 5th Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL) ' TAilA

KISO
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (So)

SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

(!)  Allied yo:»ces:

6 ” Cruisers CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

NCm HERN PACIFIC AREA

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

(i) Allied Forces:

Battle shins

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 "  Cruisers

7 .5 n Cruisers

6 ” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers

A .A . Ship
Approx 27 Destrq/e rs 
Approx 9 Submarines

iffARSPITE 
RESOLUTION

*  RAMILLIES 
REVENGE

*  ROYAL SOVEREIGN
*  ILLUSTRIOUS 

Ai BATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE

*  GEORGIOS iSVEROFF (Greek) 
HAWKINS
FROBISHER 
MAURITIUS 
GA. BIA 
BIR&i INGHAM 
ENTERFRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
DARNTIE SS 

j6 DRAGON 
CAP ETOWN

*  CALEDON 
n SUMATRA (Dutch)

ALA UNI A 
CARTHAGE

*  CORFU 
CEITRAL 
RANHJRA 
RANCHI
iii OKCE STERSHIRE 

m CARLISLE

*  GLASGOW
x EMERALD
*  DANAE 

DURBAN 
CERES 
CASA DOC

3t Note: No recent intelligence.
location uncertain.

Present

(ii) Enemy Forces:

Approx 3 Submarines



MOST SECRET

V
DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL

ACTIVITY

27th February,1945

I .  DISPOSITIONS ALLIED fr. ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

SOUTH vVEST PACIFIC AREA 

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/27s

(1) "WHYALLA" "STELLA" on survey duty Goachen Strait area.
(2) "ECHUCA" escorting "BOTH" was to depart Milne Bay 0800/27

for Port Moresby.
(3) "WARREGO" escorting "KHOEN HOEA" was to depart Thursday

Island at 1200/27 for Merauke. E .T .A . a .m .l  March
(4) "KALGOORLIE" escorting "MULIAMA" "ISLANDER" departed

Darwin 0456/24 for Thursday Island,, "KALGOORLIE" to 
proceed kiaryborough.

(5) SC .744 was to depart Cairns lOGO/27 for Brisbane for
repairs. E .T .A . 1200/3  March.

(6) "GEELONG" escorting Convoy TS .17 ("HENRY DEARBORN" "DAVID
BUSBNELL" "CLEVELAND ABBE" "BISHOPDALE") departed 
Townsville 1015/26 for Brisbane.

(7) "COLAC" escorting "SWARTENHONDT" en route Townsville to
Brisbane.

(S) "SWAN" "GLENELG" escorting Convoy TN40 ("PAINE WINGATE" 
"BONTEKOE" towing 2 PT1 s , "BAT! BONG LIONG" towing
2 PT * s ) deoarted Cairns 0930/25 for Milne Bay ETA 
1800/27 .

9) "WARRAMUNGA" "KAPUNDA" escorting fionvoy TN42 (WILLIS VAN 
DEVENTER" "JASON LEE") departed Townsville 2030/26 
"S.JACOB" "YOGHOW" were to RV off Fitzroy Island at 
0800/26 and join convoy. Convoy to proceed to Port 
Moresby.

(1 0 ) "BOWEN" escorting Convoy TN41 ("KUHJMBA") departed Townsville 
0025/25 for Port Moresby was due 1000 /27 .

(11) 3 YP*s 233, 236 , 291 en route Noumea to Brisbane ETA 10 o/l 
March

(12) "MILD HA” "YANDRA" escorting Convoy GP36 were due Caloundra 
0830/27, "GOULBURN" departed Brisbane 1745/26 to RV 
and escort Northbound portion. "TIME" "SHAGEN"
"GOULBURN" to part company when "H T KATOOMBA" is 
met, and escort "KATOOMBA to Brisbane."MILDURA*
"YANDRA" detailed for Convoy PG56 (see Eastern and 
Southern area).

(13) 8 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour:

Oro Bay - Warships &  Aux. - "BALLARAT"
Merchant Vessels: "KAKSIK"

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "BENDIGO" "TULSA" "HILO"
12 PT•s

Merchant Vessels: "MAS AYA" "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD"
"YARRA" "BOTH" "VAN 
HEEMSKERK"

Small Craft : Approx 50.
Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - "BROOME"

Merchant Vessels: "VIRGINIAN" "ADMIRAL CHASE"
"MANGOLA”

Small Craft : Approx.20
Cairns - Warships & Aux. - "LATROBE" "PIRIE" "PLATYiUS1

11 PT's (2 refitting)
Challenger Bay - Warships & Aux. - "HOBART" " SELFRIDGE" "RALPH

TALBOT" "AASE MAERSK""MERKUi

-1 -
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Townsville - Warships & Aux. - "AKUHTA" "VENDETTA" "STUART”
"KATOOMBA” "YUNkA< ” (A .S .I .S )  

Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "PHOENIX” "PATTERSON” "MUGFORD"
"FULTON" "GYM PIE" SC .746 SC .748 "POYANG” 
( A .S . I .S . )  YMS.9 YMS.49 YMS.50 
"MANUNDA" (Hospital Ship)

(Repai r in g ) "LITHGOW" .

(c) Proposed Movements:
(1) " ARUNTA" escofttlng Convoj TN45 ("DUI'TROON" "CHARON") to depart 

Townsville l8GG/§7"''fbr Port Moresby.

( i i ) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Guadalcanal: At 1415/26 a possible submarine was located by a
" patrol aircraft a mile off Ca e Esperance. Depth charges 
were dropped, but subsequent surface and air search proved 
negatix^e •

(2) New Georgia: Munda drfield was attacked by 18 dive bombers
escorted by 16 fighters at 1245 /26 . 8 aircraft were seen on 
the ground and one was destroyed while hits were obtained 
on others. A/A was silenced.

(5) Kekata Bay: At 1925/25  one enemy aircraft landed at Rekata Bay,
(4) Shortlands: Reconnaissance a .m .26/2  reported 6 ships in  the

Buin Falsi area, of which 1 or possibly 3 were destroyers and 
the rest cargo vessels.

At noon a fighter sweep by 26 aircraft was made 
over Kahili. No a / a was encountered and no aircraft was 
seen on the ground or in the a ir .

(5) Rabaul* Incomplete reconnaissance was made at  0700/26 of
Rabaul Harbour. 48 vessels were sighted In the western half 
of the haroour but owing to weather conditions other areas 
could not be seen.

(6) Open B aj: Reconnaissance at 0730/26 saw 2 small vessels off
Powell Point and another 2 off U b ili . Bombs were dropped 
but no hits claimed.

At 0800 7 vessels comprising 4 medium cargo ships,
2 small unidentified vessels and one possible submarine 
were sighted about 12 miles north west of U bili. These 
vessels may have been in convoy, but owing to adverse weather 
the ships could not be located after 1000 /26 . Two strikes, 
one of 4 Liberators and the other of d Fortresses, were 
despatched but were unable to locate the target.

(7) Gasmata: At 1445/26 Gasmata aerodrome was bombed by 3
Liberators as alternative target to the convoy previously 
mentioned. Subsequently the same target was bombed by
2 Fortresses also as alternative target.

(8) Wewak: At about dawn 26 /2 , 6 Fortresses attacked shipping
ancTthe aerodrome at Wewak.

(9) Madang: Photographs taken 1115/26 show no apparent change
andno  aircraft visible.

(10) Lae : Before dawn 26 /2  a Fortress on search for possible enemy
submarine activity In the Lae - jalamaua area bombed Lae 
aerodrome and strafed shore installations. The town area 
and the runway were again bombed p .m ,26 /2  by 4 Fortresses 
as alt ernative target to the Open Bay convoy,

(11) Mubo: 8 Bostons bombed andstrafed Guadagasel Saddle area and
tracks in the vicinity during a.m. 2 6 /2 . One flight 
continued coastal sweep to the «fari& River mouth*

(12) MAROBE: A ground report 26 /2  states that no Japanese were at
Marobe Harbour, but that all enemy in the area were south 
of the river in the vicinity  of Kobo and Bau and upstream 
to the mountains opposite Dona aerodrome.



(a) At Sea to 1200 /27 .

(1) "CASTLEMAINE" escorting Convoy TD12 ( "WANAKA” "BURWAH")
departed Thursday Island 1966/24 for Darwin ETA 1330 /28 .

(2) "WILCANNIA" escorting "ALAGNA" "BABINDA" departed Thursday
Island 1305/22 for Darwin ETA 2130/26.

(3) 4 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour:

Darwin ** Warships & Aux. - ”IHVERELL"

(ii )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) North -Vest Coast New Guinea: Photographs of Wakde Island
a .m .26 /S  show a runway 1400 yards long under construction 
and a strip 1300 yards long under construction at
Ilollandia Bay.

NORTHWESTERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

SOUTH iffESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 12 00 /27 :

( 1 ) “ ISABEL” escorting "CHUNGKING” departed Geraldton 1630/25 
for Fremantle ETA 0700/27.

( 2 ) "GOLDSTAR” en route Sydney to Fremantle ETA 1900/28.
( 3 ) "VAN GALEN” departed Fremantle 1410/25 on escort duty.

{b) In Harbour;

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "TROMP” "TRINITY" "DUBBO"
"PELIAS” "W .B . PRESTON" "HERON" 

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "LARK" "CHILDS” "ISABEL"
"WHIPPOORWILL*

EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i)  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /27 :

(1) "MILDURA" "YANDRA” escorting Convoy PG36 were to depart
Caloundra 0700 /27 .

(2) "OTUS" en route Sydney to Melbourne.
(3) "ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN was to depart Sidney so as to pick up

Convoy C075 off Nobbyf sllead at 1000 /27 . "ROCKHAMPTON" 
was” to sail with Sydney section 1700/27 to join main 
convoy o ff  Sydney.

(4) ”AUSTRALIA” "HELM" "HENLEY" "BAGLEY" "VAN HEEMSKERK" "LE
TRIOMPSANT" "WAGGA" "MORESBY" "BUNBTJKY" on escort duty.

(5) "DOOMBA" escorting Convoy PC74 departed Port Phillip
2139/26 to RV in Wilson's Promontory area with 
"BUNDABERG" "TOWNSVILLE" escorting Convoy C074

(b ) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux.- "ROCKHAMPTON" "DELORAINE"
"SUMNER” "BUNGAREE" "YDG.2 

(Repairing) "NEW ORLEANS" "ALHENA"
(In Reserve) "MANOORA" "WESTRALIA"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TJERK HIDDES"
"SPRINGDALE"

(Refitting) "WARRNAMBOOL"



(1) At Vanikoro - BALLARD (AVD)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) NASHVILLE HONOLULU HELENA

ST. LOUIS SAN DIEGO (CL) LAMSON MEADE LA VALETTE 
CHEVALIER JENKINS TAILOR STRONG FARENHOLT MORRIS 
ANDERSON HUGHES MUST IN RUSSELL ELLETT (DD) JAiiESTON ( PG 
CURTISS MACKINAC TANGIER WRIGHT (AV) DIXIE (AD) FYRO (AE 
VESTAL (AR) BREESE (DM) ALCHIBA ALDEBARAN CARINA(AK) 
ARCTIC (AF) GEORGE CLYMER (AP)FEOSHO WHIPSTOCK PATUXENT(A 
NAVAJO (AT) VIREO SKYLARK (AM) YP .290 KIWI (a / s VESSEL) 
YP. 516 YP. 517 Y i .518

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA NORTH CAROLINA (BB) SARATOGA(CV
SAN JUAN (CL) MTJRPHY SMITH READ DUNLAP BALCH FANNING 
AULICK AULICK CUMMINGS PERKINS (DD) MONTGOMERY (DM) 
PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AS) LASSEN (AE) WHITNEY (AD) 
TALAMANCA (AP) KINGFISHER NEVILLE MERCURY FOMALHAUT 
ALGORAB ARIDED CASTOR (AK) ATHENE (AVG) TRYON (APH) SONOMA 
(AT) C3UAMICO CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT (AM) ARD.2 YP.239

(4) At Suva - POCOMOKE (AV) CATALPA ROSEWOOD (YN)
(5) At Nandi - MAHAN LANG (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT

(YN) WANDANK (YT) MATAI MOA TUI (a / s Vessels) ORTOLAN
(ASP.) MONOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) STRATFORD (AP)
PATHFINDER (AG)

(7) At Vila - NEW MEXICO MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) SUWANNEE SANGAMON
CHENANGO (ACV) GANSEVOORT FRAZIER AARON WARD EDWARDS (DD) 
JOHN PENN H.T.ALLEN (AP) THORNTON (AVD) LACKAWANNA 
NESCHES (AO) RIGEL (Aa) ROAMER PC.476 PC.477 PC.479 
KITTYHAWK (APV) LIBRA (AK) .RACY (DM)

(8) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) ANTARES (AK) MOUNT VERNON (AP) SOLACE
Refitting - ACHILLES (CL) (AH

(9) At Wellington - GRAYSON (DD) SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES. JACKSON
PRES.ADAMS PRES. HAYES CRESCENT CITY (AP)

(10) At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (Sloop)

N,SOUTH PACIFIC ARK A
(i) AILIKD FORCES

H .  NAVAL INCIDENTS

Rabaul - The attack on shipping at Rabaul 0430-0630/25 by 5 Fortresses 
provided the following results s-

2 skip-bomb runs at 200 f t .  on 6 - 8000 ton vessel, similar 
to converted seaplane tender KAGU MARU (6 ,800  tons gross 
carrying probably 13 seaplanes) off S.Coast, puke of York 
Island, 4 bombs very near or h it . Seemed to be settling 
when last seen.

2 skip-bomb runs on 2-300 ton cargo ship offMatauatawal 
Pt. North shore Open Bay; 1 bon* ver^ near and smoke 
seen coming from shipj 4 bombs at snail cargo ship 
also off Matauatawal Pt. - probably same vessel.
Results not observed.

m .  ENEMY «S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S .W .P .A . particularly
central and Northern Solomons - North coast New Guinea -
S.W . coast Dutch New Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive against eastern New Guinea area,

(3) Possible attempt to occupy Merauke,

(4) Increased offensive submarine activity.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .

G.H.S,. . S .W . P .A .
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A P P E N D I X

DAILY APPRECIATI01-PAC IF10 

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

INDIAN OCEAK liAVAL ACTIVITY

EASTERN SECTION

8" Crui sex’s 
6 m Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Destroyers

Effective

{ i ) Allied Forces:

AUSTRALIA 
HOBART 
PHOMIX 
ADELA IDE 
VAN KEEMSKERK

ARUNTA
WARRAHDKGA
LE TRIOMPHANT
3ELFRinOE__..—
HENLEY
PATTERSON
RALPH TALBOT
BAGLLY
MUGFORD
STUART
VENDETTA
TJERK HIDDES

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Oilers

Non-effective

NEW ORLEANS

MAN OORA )
WE ST A ALIA )

HELM

On He serve

)
)

GATO 
GROWLER 
GUARDPISH ) At Brisbane 
NAUTILUS )
TUN A )
ALBAC ORE 
AMBER JACK 
GRAMPUS 
GRAYBACK 
GREEKLING 
GROUPER 
SNAPPER 
TRITON 
K .9
PULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO
AASE MAERSK 
BISHOFDALE 
KURUMBA 
VICTORIA

On Patrol

At Sydney

(ii )  Enemy Forces:

CinC Combined Fleet
CinC 2nd Fleet (striking Force)
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6 tli Fleet ( Submarines)
3-4 Battleships (BB)

(Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-Solomons)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted a / c Carrier (XC¥)
2 Auxiliary a / c Carriers (ACV)

YAM. AT 0
MUSASHI
MUTSU
NAGATO
ZUIKAKU
ZUIHO
UNYO OTAKA
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Heavy Cruisers (CA) 
\ (prob . 6 effective)

6 Light Cruisers (CL)

1 or 2 converted light cruisers 
Approx 27 submarines (SS)
Approx 40 destroyers (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers (AV)

ATAG-0
TAKAO
NACHI
HAGUHO
KUMANO
AOBA
ISUZU
KATORI
KA3E R!A
NAGARA
Cl
KITAGAMI
(XCL)

MOGAMI (bel. sunk 1 4 /l l )  
Ml'OKO ) poss. sunk 
SUZUYA) 13-14/11

CHITOSE 
AKITSUSHIMA

9 Converted s/P  Tenders (XAV)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3 ,000  tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB’ s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 382 shore-based aircraft incl. 181 F, 118 B, 22 f /b ,  43 f / p , 

18 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

WESTERN SECTION

Flotilla  Leader 
Armed Merchant Cruiser 
Destroyers 
S /P  Tenders

(1) Allied Forces:

TROMP 
KANIMBLA 
VAN GALEN
HERON
I .  B.PRESTON

Submarine Tender 
Submarines

rSLIAS
TAMBCR
TAOTOG-
THRESHER
GAR
K.12
GRAYLING
GRENADIER
GUDGEON
TROUT

On Patrol

At Fremantle

EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

(1) Allied Forces:

4 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see above)

(ii )  i&iemy Forces;

C*s in C 1st , 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet 
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASBIGARA
3 light cruisers (CL) KA3HII NATORI (damaged 21/ l )

KTJMA
1 converted light cruiser (XCL)
Approx 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (AV) HO!ORO
1 Converted s/p Tender (XAV)
Approx 185 shore-based aircraft incl. 87 F , 56 B, 3 f / b , 24 f / p ,

16 transport aircraft.
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' A  ' 7

Battleships

B. CE&TKAL PACIFIC AREA

Converted a/ c Carrier 
Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8 ” Crui sers

Destroyers
Submari n© a

CinC 1st Fleet 
6-7 Battleships (BB)

Effective 

( !)  Allied Forces:

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA 
LONG ISLAND 
NASSAU
ALTA; AHA 
COPABEE 
PORTLAND 
MINNEAPOLIS

15 (approx) 
23 (approx)

Non-effective

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

SAL T LAKE CITY 
SAN FRANCISCO 
PENSACOLA

( l i ) Enemy Forces; (Saipan-Bonins-Formosa-Japan)

•
 1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)

2 Converted A/C Carriers (XCV)

1 Auxiliary a / c Carrier (ACV)
3 Heavy Cruisers (CA)

2 light cruisers (CL)

2 Seaplane Carriers (AV)

ISE
FUSO
YAlfASHIRO 
I!YUOA 
HARUNA 
KONGO

HAYATAKA
HITAKA
CHUYO
TONE
THOirA
CHOKAI
ABTJKUMA
SENDAI
NISSHIN
kam oi

SHOKAKU

4 Converted s/p  Tenders (XAV)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers & Guribca ts (DD& PG) 
Approx 27 Submarines (SS)

C. SOtfTBSRK t'ACIFIC A-.Ei

Battle ships

(i)  Allied Forces?

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8 n Cruisers 

6 ” Cruisers

5 ” Cruisers 

Destroje rs

INDIANA
WASHINGTON 
NORTH CAROLINA 
MAKTLMD 
COLORADO
Ni£« a-: xico
ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA
CHEMKO
SANGJM CM
SOWANNEE
LOUISVIUE
WICHITA
HELENA
HONOLULU
ST. LOUIS
NASITVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
M S M X t  MONTPELLIER
DENVER 
LEM  DER 
SAN a  EGO 
SAN JOAN 
50 (approx)

ACHILLES
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(i ) Allied Forcest

8 ” Cruiser HiDIAKff OLIS
6 ” Cruisers DETROIT

RALEIGH
10 Destroyers
10 Submarines

(i i )  Enemy Forces: (H.Honshu-Kur ile s-Aleutians)

CinC 5th Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL) TAMA

KISO
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)

SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

(i) Allied Forces*

6 H Cruisers CONCORD
TdE TOH 
RICHMOND

NORTHERN P;€IFIC AUEA Effective Mon-effoctlve

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
S” Cruisers

7*5" Cruisers

6 ” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers

A .A . Ship
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

(i)  Allied Forces5

.VARS PITE 
RE 3D LOTION

*  RAMILLIES 
REVENGE

*  ROYAL SOVEREIGN 
m ILLUSTRIOUS

ALBATROSS
DEVONSHIRE

*  GEORGIOS AVEROPF (Greek) 
HAWKINS
FROBISHER
MAURITIUS *  GLASGOW
GAMBIA 3e EMERALD
BIRMINGHAM x DANAE
ENTERPRISE DURBAN
LIVERPOOL CERES
DAUNTLESS CARADOC

x DRAGON 
CAFET0«VN 

x CALEDON
*  SUMATRA (Dutch)

ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE

*  CORFU 
CHITRAL 
RANPUKA 
TfAI'jCHT

wORCESTERSHIRE 
x CARLISLE

Note: No recent Intelligence. Present 
location uncertain.

(Ii) Enemy Forces:

Approx 3 submarines



MOST SECRET 
>

DAILY A PPK.'Cl ATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

28th February,1945

I * DISPOSITIONS ALLIED <S ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

1* NORTH EASTERN AHEA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 00 /28s

(1) "WHYALLA" "STELLA” on survey duty Goschen Strait area.
(2) "ECHUCA" escorting "BOTH” departed Milne Bay 0716/27 for 

Port Moresby ETA 1900 /28 .
"WARREGO" escorting "KHOEN HOEA" departed Thursday Island 

1331/27 for Merauke. ETA a.m . March l3t .
"BROOME" escorting "VIRGINIAN" departed Port Moresby 1717/27 

for Townsville ETA 2000/1 March.
"TULSA" was due Cairns 1100/28 .
S C .744 departed Cairns 1035/27 forBrl sbane for repairs ETA 

1200/3 March.
"LATROBE" was to depart Cairns 1200/28 for Thursday Island*.
"STUART" "GEELONG" escorting Convoy TS17 ("HENRY DEARBORN"

"DAVID BUSENELL" "CLEVELAND ABBE" "BISHOPDALE") dep. 
Townsville 1015/26 for Brisbane*

"ARUNTA" escorting Convoy TN43 ("DUNTROON" "CHARON") departed 
Townsville ly I£ /27  for Port Moresby ETA 1700 /l  Ma> ch. 

"WARRAMUNGA" "KAPUNDA" escorting Convoy TN42 ("WILLIS VAN DEVENTER" 
"JASON LEE" "S . JACOB" "YOCHOW" ) to Port Moresby ETA 
1700 /l March.

"GOULBURN" dep. Caloundra to HV with "COLAC" escorting
" SWARTENHONDT". "GOULBURN" to escort " SWARTENHONDT" 
to Brisbane. "COLAC" to proceed Brisbane.

YP*s 233, 236, 291 en route Noumea to Brisbane ETA lOOO/l 
March*

8 subniarines on patrol*

(3)

(4)

(5)
(6 )

(7)
(8 )

(11)

(b ) In Harbour i

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay

Warships & Aux. - "BALLARAT"
Bier chant Vessels s "KARS IK" 

ar ships & Aux. - "SWAN" "BENDIGO" "GLENELG"
"HILO" 16 PT»s 

Merchant Vessels s "MASAYA" "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" "YARRAr 
"BAN HONG LIONG" "PAINE WINGATE" "BONTEKOE"
"VAN HEEMSKERK"

Small Craft - Approx 50 
Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - "BOWEN" "KURuMBA"

Merchant Vessels* "ADMIRAL CHASE" "MANGOLA"
Small Craft - Approx 20 
Warships & aux. - "KALGOOKLIE"

"PIEIE" " PLATYPUS" 11 PT*s 
(2 refitting)
" HOBART" "SELFRIDGE" "gALPH 
TAT.hOT* "AASE MAERSK" "MERKUR" 

"VICTORIA"
"VENDETTA" "KATOOMBA"
"YUNNAN" (A .S .I .S )
"PHOENIX" "PATTERSON" "ilUGFQBD" 

"FULTON" "GXMPIE" SC .746 SC .748 "EOYANG"(ASIS) 
YMS.9 YMS.49 YMS.50 "MAHUNDA" (Hospital Ship) 

"LITHGOW"

Thursday Is ,
Cairns - Warships & Aux.

Challenger Bay- Warships & Aux.

Townsville 

Bri sbane

Warships & Aux. 

Warships & Aux.

(Repairing)

- 1 -



V (il) EKE.1Y FORCES

(1) Paisi-Vila - A small convoy reported to consist of 2 corvettes
ana a cargo vessel departed Paisi at 1120/27 course ESE. The 
convoy was located at 35 30 /27  approximately 40 miles from 
Paisi on course SE* At 1740/27 the convoy was attacked by 
Soupac aircraft off the HE tip of Vella Lamella (see Naval 
Incidents). No shipping movements between paisi and Vila  
Plantation have been reported since 20th February,

(2) New G e o r g ia  - Munda airfield  was bombed by one Hudson during
the night 26-27/2 and at 1600/27 was again attacked by 17 
dive bombers escorted by 15 fighters which dropped 17 x 1000-lb 
daisy cutters. The target area was photographed by a Liberator 
prior to the attack. Pictures were developed and interpreted 
in the air and the best targets radioed to the strike.

(3) Shortlands - Photographs 26 /2  show the following aircraft:-
Kahili' - 61 f i l t e r s ,  5 bombers •
Ballale - 12 fighters, 1 bomber
Faisi - 20 float Zero*s
Other areas were not covered.

Two reconnaissances a.m* 27th reported 7 vessels In 
the Buin-Paisi area comprising probably 

1-3 destroyers
1 possible 8 ,000  ton transport 

3-5 medium cargo vessels 
During the noon reconnaissance 4 Zero»s were seen taking 
off Kahili,

(4) Lae - a.m , 26 /2 , 4 large barges carrying about 200 Japanese
arrived at Labu from Lae#

At least 10 barges are being used for local transport 
while visl ts are made by barges to the beached ship off 
Malahang.

Labu Village was bombed and strafed by 4 B .25*s 
1600-1625/27,

(5) Mubo Area - Ground activity was limited to patrols while the
enemy appears to be continuing his withdrawal to the 
Cuadagasal Saddle area,

(6) Morobe Harbour - Enemy activity continues in the Mambare River
mouth area,

(7) Buna Area - A possible enemy submarine was located approximately
2” miles NE of Oro Bay at 1922/26  (see Naval Incidents).

(8) Port Moresby - A suspicious object thought to be a submarine
was sighted on the surface approximately 40 mifes SSE Port 
Moresby at 0200 /27 ,

(9) A possible submarine was sighted by aircraft at 1455/27 In
position 24010*3, 159044*E course 250°. The positions is 
approximately midway between Brisbane and Noumea and south 
of Chesterfield Reef,

2 . NORTH WESTERN AREA

(I)  ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 1200 /28 :

(1) "CASTLEMAINE" escorting Convoy TD12 ("WAKAKA" "BURWAH")
departed Thursday Is . l9§o/24 for Darwin ETA 1330/28.

(2) 4 submar Ine 3 on pa trol *

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "INVKRELL" "WILCANNIA"
Merchant Vessels: "ALAGNA" "BABINDA"

(I I )  ENEMY FORCES

Merauke - One enemy bomber on reconnaissance was over Merauke 
5 ^ - 1 9 5 0 /2 7 .

— 2 —



( ! )  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/33 :

(1) "ISABEL" escorting "CHUNGKING" was due Fremantle 1000/28
from Geraldton,

(2) "GOLDSTAR11 en route Sydney to Fremantle ETA 1900 /28 .
(3) "VAN GALEI?" departed Fremantle 1410 /25  on escort duty.

S. SOUTH WESTERN L ..‘■■A

( ° )  In Harbour;

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. 

Exmouth Gulf - Warships &  Aux.

"TROMP" "TRINITY" "DUBBO" 
"PELIAS" *W. B. PRESTON" "HERON" 
"LARK" "CHILDS" "WHIPPOORWILL"

4 , EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /28 :

(1) "MILDURA" "YANpRA" escorting Convoy PG36 departed Caloundra
0832/27 ETA Sydney lVSfe/lttarch.

(2) "ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN" "ROCKHAMPTON" escorting Convoy C075.
(3) "BUKDABERG" "TOWNSVILLE" escorting Convoy 0C7i '"for"Tori

Kembla, Sydney and Newcastle#
(4) "WAGGA" escorting "SUMNER" was to depart Sydney 0900/28 for

Brisbane ETA 1700/2 March.

(b) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "HENLEY" "HELM"
"BAGLEY" "VANIEEMSKERK" "LE TRIOMPHANT" "MORESBY" 
" bu nbu r y " "d e l o r a in e " "BUNGAREE" YDG.2 

(Repairing) "NEW ORLEANS" "ALHESA"
(In Reserve) "MANOCRA " "WESTRALIA"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TJERK HIDDES"
"WARRNAMBOOL" "SPRINGDALE" "DOOMBA" "OTUS"

SOOTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - BALLARD (AIj)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - "ENTERPRISE (CV) NASHVILLE HONOLULU HELENA

3T .LOUIS SAN DIEGO (CL) LAM SON MEADE LA V ALETTE GRIDLEY 
CHEVALIER JENKINS TAYLOR STRONG F AREN HOLT MORRIS 
ANDERSON RUSSELL ELLETT (DD) CURTISS MACKINAC TANGIER 
WRIGHT (AV) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) BREESE (DM) 
ALCHIBA ALDEBARAN CARINA (AK) ARCTIC (AF) GEORGE CLYMER(AP) 
NEOSHO WHIP STOCK PATUXENT (AO) NAVAJO (AT) VIREO 
SKYLARK (AM) YP .290 YP.516 YP .517 YP .518.

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA NORTH CAROLINA (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAM JUAN (CL) MURPHY SMITH READ DUNLAP BALCH FANNING 
AULICK CUMMINGS PERKINS (DD) MONTGOMERY (DM) HiOMETHEUS(AR) 
ARG0H1E (AS) LASSEN (AE) WHITNEY (AD) TALAMANCA (AP) NEVILLE 
MERCURY FOMALHAUT ALGORAB ARIDED CASTOR (AK) ATHENE (AVG) 
TRYON (APH) SONOMA (AT) SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT 
KINGFISHER (AM) ARD.2 YP .239 YMS.8 , YMS.46 YMS.47 YI.1S.48

(4) At Suva - POCOMOKE (AV)CATALPA ROSEWOOD (YN)
(5) At Nandi - MAHAN LANG (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN)

WANDANK (YT) MATA I MOA TUI (a / s  Vessels ) ORTOLAN (ASR) 
MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER$G
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V, At Vila - HEW MEXICO MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) SANGAMON
CHENANGO (ACV) GAHSEVOORT FRAZIER AARON WARD ED vARDS (DD) 
JOHN PENH H.T.ALLEN (AP) THORNTON (AVD) LACKAWANNA 
HE SC HE S (aO )  kIGEL (Aii) R OM  ER PC.476 PC .477 PC.479 
KITTYHAWK (APV) LIBRA (AK) TRACY (DM)

(0) At Auckland - LEANDEIi (CL) EBONY (YN) AM'ARES (AK) MOUNT VERNON (AP) 
SOLACE (AH)

Refitting - ACHILLES (CL)
(9) At Wellington - GRAYSON (DD) SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES.JACKSON 

PRES.ADAMS PRES.HAYES CRESCENT CITY (AP )
(10) At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (Sloop)

INDIAN OCEAN AuEA

(i)  ENEMY FORCES 

ttKAI:IMBLA” due Premantle 0600/s March after escort duty.

I I .  NAVAL INCIDENTS

(1) Falsi-Vila Area - The transport and 2 escort vessels which
dcpaple’̂ T s T s i  at 1120/27 for SE, were attacked at  1740/27 
by 14 Dauntless dive-bombers escorted by 11 Lightnings, 6 
Kittyhawks and 7 Corsairs, off HE tip of Vella Lavella.
The transport was hit by 2 100O-lb bombs and 2 x 500-lb or 
lighter bombs and was last seen burning fiercely . One of 
the escort vessels, described as a corvette, was also hit 
ancjdeft burning.

No enemy fighter cover is specifically mentioned 
but the report 3tates that 1 float zero was shot down and 
one probably damaged while our losses in combat were on© 
fighter ;Siot down and 2 missing.

(2) Wewak - During the attack on shipping at Wewak 0300-0640/26 
~by-6 Fortresses, a 5 ,000  ton cargo ship received a direct

hit and 2 near misses with 500-lb 3-| sec. delay bombs 
delivered from 150 f t .  In a skip-bombing run.

(3) Buna Area - H.M .A.S."BALLARAT” reported that she obtained.
contact with a submarine at 1922/26 in position 8 °5 2 ’ S, 
148°35»E (approx 18 miles HE of Oro Bay) and dropped six 
depth-charges. Investigations next morning produced a good 
stationary contact in the position of the attack and several 
large oil patches 2 miles to south.

I l l . ENEMY*S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1)

(2 )

(3)
(4)

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .  
(Ii . h . ;  . , u »W. P .'A .

Strong consolidation advai ced positions S .W .P .A  
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea - S.W . coast Dutch Hew 
Guinea - Timor /Arafura Sea Islands.

Possible offensive against eastern New Guinea 
area*

Possible attempt to occupy Merauke*
Increased offensive submarine activity*

28/2/43



A P P E N D I X

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & IMDIAK OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

A. SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

1. EASTERN SECTION Effective

^  (i) Allied Forces;

AUSTRALIA 
HOBART 
PHOENIX 
ADELAIDE
VAN HEEMSKSRK

8" Cruisers 
6” Cruisers

Non-effective

NEW ORLEANS

Aimed Merchant Cruisers 

Del^^yers

MANOOHA )
WESTRALIA) On reserve

vj

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Oilers

ARUNTA 
WARRAMUNGA 
LE TRIOMPHANT 
SELFRIDGE 
HELM 
HENLEY 
PATTERSON 
RALPH TALBOT 
BAGLEY 
MUGFORD 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
TJERK HIDDES 
GATO 
GROWLER 
GUARDFISH 
NAUTILUS 
TUNA
ALBACORE 
AMBERJACK
GRAMPUS 
GRAYBACK 
GREENLING 
GROUPER 
SNAPPER 
TRITON

FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO
AASE MAERSK 
BISEOPDALE 
KURUMBA 
VICTORIA

At Brisbane

On Patrol

At Sydney

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force) 
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers) 
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet) 
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battleships (BB)

(ii )  Enemy Forces: (Truk-Jaluit-Biamarcks-Solomons

•
1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted A/C Carrier (XCV)

2 Auxiliary A/c Carriers (ACV)

6 heavy cruisers

YAMATO
MUSASHI
KUTSU
NAGATO
ZUTEAKU
ZUIHO
UMYO

ATAGO
TAKAO
NACHI
HAGURO
KlfMANO

OTAKA

MOGAMI (bel.sunk 1 4 /l l )  
MYOKO )poss. sunk 
SUZUYA) 13-14/11



6Slight cruisers (CL) ISUZU

KATORI
KASHIMA
NAGARA
01
KIT AG AMI

1 or 2 converted light cruisers (XCL) .

•
 Apia?ox. 27 submarines (SS)
Approx 40 destroyers (DD)
2 seaplane carriers (AV) CHITOSE

A KIT SU SHIMA
9 Converted S/P  Tenders (XAV)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx. 50 Merchant Ships (over 3,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB’ s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx, 380 shore-based aircraft incl, 179 F , 118 B, 22 F /B , 43 p /p  

18 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

2 , WESTERN SECTION

'V

Flotilla  Leader 
Armed Merchant Cruiser 
Destroyers 

)s / p Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Submarines

(I) Allied Forces

KANIMBLA 
VAN GALEN 
HERON
W .B. PRESTON 
CHILDS 
PELIAS 
TAMBOR 
TAUTOG 
THRESHER 
GAR 
K .12 
GRAYLING 
GRENADIER 
GUDGEON 
TRO UT

)
) On Patrol 
)
)

At Freaantle

3. EAST INDIES PHILIPPINES

(1) Allied Forces:

4 submarines on patrol stations in China 3ea or NEI area (see above)

(ii )  Enemy Forces:
C ’ s in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet 
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASBIGARA
3 light cruisers (CL) KASHII NAT OR I (damaged a / l )

KUMA
1 converted light cruiser (XCL)
Approx 15 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 submarines (S3)
1 Seaplane carrier (AV) NOTOKO
1 Converted s /p  Tender (XAV)
Approx. 106 shore-based aircraft incl, 87 F , 76 B, 3 f / b , 24 f / p ,

16 transport aircraft.

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary A/c Carriers

(1) Allied Forces
INDIANA
WASHINGTON
NORTH CAROLINA
MAINLAND
COLORADO
NEW MEXICO
ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA
CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE

— 2 —



ACHILLES

Non-effective

WEST VIRGINIA 
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

SALT LAKE CITY 
SAN FRANCISCO 
PENSACOLA

(I i )  Enemy Forces? (Salpan-Bonins-Formosa-Japan)
CinC 1st Fleet
6 - 7  Battleships (BB) ISE

FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA
HARUNA
KONGO

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV) SIIOKAKO
2 Converted a / c Carriers (XCV)

HAYATAKA 
HITAKA

1 Auxiliary a / c Carrier (ACV) CHUYO
3 Heavy Cruisers (C&) TONE

A  TIKUMA
^  CHOKAI

2 light cruisers (CL) ABUKUMA
SENDAI

2 Seaplane Carriers (AV) NISSBIN
KAMOI

4 Converted s / p Tenders (XAV)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx,30 Destroyers & Gunboats (DD & PG)
Approx* 27 submarines (SS)

D. NORTHERN PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-Effective

(I)  Allied Forces:
8 " Cruiser T O  W A I S T S

•
6 ” Cruisers DETROIT

RALEIGH

10 Destroyers
10 Submarines

CinC 5th Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL) TAJ*

KISO
Approx, 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx, 7 Submarines (SS)

-  S «

(ii)  Enemy Forces: (N.Honshu-Euriles-Aleutians)

8 ” Crtmsers
s

6 ” Cruisers

5" Cruisers 

Destroyers

LOUISVILLE
WICHITA
HELENA
HONOLULU
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
LEANDER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN
50 (approx)

i

C. CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

Converted a / c Carrier 
Auxiliary A/C Carriers

8 ” Cruisers 

Destroyers

Effective

(i) Allied Forces:
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
PENNSYLVANIA
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND
NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
CCPAHEE
PORTLAND
MINNEAPOLIS

15 (approx)
23 (approx)



A

\
E. SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

6 ” Cruisers

F . INDIAN OCEAN AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 ” Cruisers

7 .5 n Cruisers

6 W Cruisers

Armed Merchant 
Cruisers

(i)  Allied Forces :

CONCORD 
TRENTON 
RIC HMOND

(I) Allied Forces

WARSPIRE 
RESOLUTION

*  RAMILLIES 
REVENGE

*  ROYAL SOVEREIGN
*  ILLUSTRIOUS 

ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE

m GEORGIOS AVEROFF (Greek) 
HAWKINS

m
a

A.A .Ship *
Approx. 27 Destroyers 
Approx. 9 Submarines

FROBISHER
MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
BIRMINGHAM
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
DAUNTLESS
DRAGON
CAPETOWN
CALEDON
SUMATRA (Dutch)

ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE
CORFU
CIUTRAL
RAN PUR A
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE
CARLISLE

»
3t
n

GLASGOW
EMERALD
DAME
DURBAN
CERES
CARADOC

x  Note: Ho recent Intelligence. Present 
location uncertain.

(ii )  Enemy Forces:

Approx. 3 submarines
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