
MOST SECRET

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAH NAVAL ACTIVITY
f ’

1st April, 1945

I . DISPOSITIONS ALLIED ’ EKEi.TY NAVAL PORCitS

SOUTH vtfEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTEL IN MSA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Q0/ls

(1) "SUMNER" "SC .746" on survey duty Debo^ne Islands area.
(2) "SC .748" escorting "H. D. THOREAU dep. Port Moresby 1803/31

for Milne Bay ETA 1900/1.
(3) "BROOME" escorting "VAN SPILBERGEN" departed Milne Bay 1626/31

for Oro Bay ETA 1600/1.
- (4) "ECHUCA" departed Port Moresby 1646/31 for Thursday Island 

ETA 1200/2.
(5) "iVARKEGO" escorting "TAROOKA" (for Townsville) was to depart

Milne Bay 0400/1.
(6) "BAGLEY" escorting "PAINE WINGATE" (for Townsville) departed

Port Moresby 1503/30. "BAGLEY" to escort to Pitzroy 
Island ETA 1300/1 April. "BAGLEY" to rejoin Task 
Force 74.

(7) "BOWEN" escorting "HENRY DEARBORN" departed Milne Bay 0957/30
for Townsville ETA 0600/2 April.

(8) "BUNGAREE" en route Caloundra ETA 2200/1 and Sydney 0200/4.
(9) " GYM PIE" re tuning  Brisbane after escort duty.

(10) "MUGFORD" en route from Cape Cleveland to Brisbane ETA Cape
Moreton 0900/1.

(11) "WARRAMUNGA" escorting Convo:; TN63 ("MANGOLA" "GENERAL
VERSPIJCK) which dep . Townsville 1200/31 to Port 
Moresby.

(12) "ARUNTA" escorting ConvoyTN62 ( "MAETSOYCKER" "JAMSENS"
"HANYANG") to Milne Bay.

(13) YMS.9 YMS.49 YMS.50 were to depart Townsville p.m. 31/3 to
carry out searching sweeps In Grafton Passage 
returning Townsville a.m. 3 /4 .

(14) "BALLARAT" towing ML.815 "RQCKLEA" dep. Townsville 0946/31.
ML.815 to be detached at Ince Point ETA 0900/5. 
"BALLARAT" to tow "ROCKLEA" to Port Moresby ETA 1600/7.

(15) 6 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour;

Oro Bay

Milne Bay

Port Moresby

Thursday I s . 
Cairns

Palm Island

Townsville
Maryborough
Brisbane

- Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels s

- Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels: 
Small Craft

- Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels :

(Repairing,

"OLENELG"
"VAN 0UTH00RN" "MIJLCRA"
"KAPUNDA" "HILO" 15 PT»s 
"KARSIK" "KHOEN HOEA"
Approx 50

"WAGGA" "SC .744" HDML.1161
"ASPASIA NOMIKOS" "CHARON"

"VAN DER LIJN" "EDWARD R.SILL" "LADY ISOBEL"
"WEST CACTUS" "PRES.GRANT"

Small Craft - Approx 20
- Warships & Aux. - "WILCANNIA"
- Warships & Aux. - "VENDETTA" "WHYALLA" "PIRIE"

"PLATYPUS" "YP .280" 10 PT*s (2 refitting)
- warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "PHOENIX" "HELM"

"HENLEY" "AASE MAERSK" "MERKUR"
- Warships & Aux. - "YUNNAN"
- Warships & Aux. - "KALGOORLIE"
- Warships & Aux. - "SELFRIDGE" "GEELONG" "LITHGOff"

"HATOOMBA* "BUNBURY" "TULSA" "FULTON" "POYANG"fcSE 
YP.233 YP.236 YP.291 YMS.8 YMS.lO YMS.46 
YMS.47 YMS.48 YMS.70 SC.738 SC.740 SC.745 
SC.747 SC.749 SC.750 PC.1119 F C .lia  

"BISHOPDALE" "VICTORIA" "CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship) 
Trials etc) "SWAN" "GOULBURN" "GLADSTONE" "FREMANTLE1'
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(c ) Proposed Movements:

• (1) SC.749 escorting Convoy. BT49 ("ULOOLOO" HARDENT” ) to depart 
Brisbane 1 So 6/2 .

(11) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Re to ta Bay - Reconnaissance a.m. 3l/3  sighted 3 floatplmes in
Rekata Bay.

(2) New Georgia - Munda airfield was attacked 1500/30 by 16 dive~
bombers escorted by 23 fighters. The runway and revetment 
areas were hit.

At 2050/31 an ene'my convoy reported at that time to 
consist of 3 unidentified vessels was sighted by aircraft 
approximately 25 miles HW of Vella Lavella heading for Vella 
Gulf and probably Vila Plantation. At 2255/31 the convoy was 
reported off the west coast of Kolombangara. It consisted of 
at least 6 vessels including 3 large destroyers and was possibly 
made up entirely of destroyers. Shortly after midnight the 
convoy reversed course to 30° ,  and was last reported 30 miles 
north of Vella Lavella course 300° at 0340/l. It would appear 
that the convoy adopted tactics previously used in the Solomons 
and elsewhere and probably RVfd with barges in Blackett Strait. 
Cargo was probably discharged into barges before the convoy 
returned to Buin.

A strike of Liberators attacked the convoy at about 
014o /l but no report has yet been received.

(3) Shortlands - Reconnaissance a.m. 3 l /3  sighted the following
shipping in the Buin-Falsl area:-

5 destroyers
I  patrol craft
1 large transport
3 cargo vessels 

Total To
In addition, 10-15 barges and several other small craft were 
seen.

One large cargo vessel with 2 small escort vessels was 
seen to depart eastwards through Bougainville Strait at 
1000/31. These were probably included in the 10 ships 
reported above.

The six ship convoy which made the run to Vila during 
the night 3l/3-l/4 was also probably included in the above 10 
ships as it could have departed Faisi after noon to ha^e 
reached the positions reported.

(4) Kieta Area - At 1715/30 a cargo vessel was seen off the N.E. 
coast of Bougainville (probably between Buka and Numa Numa) 
heading S.E . At 0830/31 a 1 ,000 ton cargo vessel was reported 
at Numa Numa while another cargo vessel had arrived from the 
north at that time. The first mentioned vessel may have been 
one of the two reported at Numa Numa.

Also at 0830/31 a schooner was reported at Teraka (46 
miles N.W. Kieta).

(5) Solomons Aircraft - Photos 31/3 show - 
 KahxII - 18 fighters, 4 medium bombers, 11 dive-

bombers, 18 unidentified types
Ballale - 7 fighters
Faisi - 18 floatplanes
Munda _ - nil operational
Vila - 5^ coverage: nil.

At 0840/31 20 fighters were seen over Vella Lavella. 
These may be additional to the numbers shown in photographs.

(6) Flnschhafen - Our aircraft attacking Finschhafen area p.m. 30/3  
— show several barges tied up in the harbour and others along

the shore of the Harbour. No evidence was seen of stores or 
laden barges in the imrrBdiate B’inschhafen vicinity.

(7) 3alaafi.ua - Between dawn and 0900/31 Salamaua area was heavily 
— attached by 13 Bostons and 4 Beaufighters. Photographs show

three small launches at Salamaua also a tug towing two barges 
loaded with gasoline drums off Kela Village.



2. WORTH WESTERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 1200 /i :

(1) 7 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour;

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "C ASTLEMAINE" "LATROBE" "INVERELL"
"KURUMBA"

Merchant Vessels? "KOOLIGA" "BABINDA" "TULAGI" "ALAGNA"
"DARVEL"

(ii) ENB.1 Y FORCES;

(1) Kaukenau - The airfield area at Timika was attacked lOCO/31
"by 5 Hudsons.

Twenty landing barges were seen by the attacking 
aircraft concealed at the mouth of the Keaukwa River (about 
7 miles S .E . Kaukenau).

(2) Babo - Babo was attacked at approximately 1600/31 by 5 Liberators.
I£T large medium bombers or transport type aircraft were seen 
on the aerodrone and fighter aircraft were seen taxi-ing fbr 
take-off1.

Two ships of about 4 ,000 tons each were seen in the 
vicinity of Babos one apparently at a small wharf.

Four ships including one large cargo vessel were seen 
off Paoer Island in Sebakor Bay (W.coast of Peninsula which 
runs S.W. between Babo and Kaimana)*

3 . SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/ls

(1) "W.B. PRESTON" departed Fremantle 0835/28 for Exmouth Gulf.
(2) "LARK*1 departed Fremantle 1G12/29 for Exmouth Gulf ETA

1200/1.
(b) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE” "TROMP" "TJBRK KIDDES"
"VAN GALEN” " PEL IAS” "ISABEL" "HORSHAM" "DtfBBO" 
"WALLAROO” "QTUS"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "CHILDS" "WHIPPOORWILL"

4. EASTEHK & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES 

{a) At Sea to 1200 /l :

(1) "STUART" departed Sydney 2332/31 to RV with and escort
"MIZAR" to Sydney.

(2) "BUCHANAN” departed Sydney 1051/31 for Noumea.
(3) "BENDIGO" "MORESBY" escorting Convoy C084.
(4) KANIMBLA" en route Colombo to Sydney ETA ld30/3*
(5) "BELOUAINE" "MILDURA" escorting Convoy PC83 ETA Port Kembla

1800/ l ,  Sydney 2359/1, Newcastle ogoo/2.
(6) "ROCKHAMPTON" "YANDRA" "WARRNAMB00L" escorting Convoy GP41

dep. Sydney 0905/31 ETA Caloundra 0700/S'.
(7) "QUIBERON" departed Fremantle 0824/28 for Melbourne. Was

due lloo /l.
(8) "PATTERSON" to depart Sydney 0900/2 to rejoin T .F .74 .
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(b) In Harbour.:

Sydney - Har ships & Aux. - "KYBRA" " SHEPPART ON" "ABRAHAM
CRYNSSEN" "BUNDABERG" "TOWNSVILLE" "GOLD STAR" 
YDG.2 YP.286 YP.2S8 

(Repairing) "HOBART" "RALPH TALBOT" "PATTERSON" "RUSSELL"
"VAN HEEMSKERK" "MA NUNDA" (Hospital Slip) 
"ALHENA"

(On Reserve) "WESTRALIA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "LE TRIOMPHANT" "SPRINGDALE"

"DOOMBA" "H.T.ALLEN" "MANOORA" "MOUNT VERNON" 
(Repairing) "COLAC"

(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) "SHEPPARTON" to depart Sydney 1330/1 for Brisbane.

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanlkoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HELENA LEANDER (CL) MeCALLA

SMITH FAREKHOLT LANSDOWNE #00 WORTH LARDNER O'B ANN ON 
TAYLOR CHEVALIER FLETCHER MANLEY HOPKINS TREVER (DD) 
CURTISS TANGIER (AV) THORNTON (AVD) ATHENE (APV) DIXIE (AD) 
FYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) AMERICAN LEGION FULLER 
HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) ALCHIBA ALDEBARAN CELENO (AK) SABINE 
NEOSHO PLATTE PATUXENT WHIPSTOCK (AO) SKYLARK 
CONSTANT (AM) LAUTILUS (SS) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV) 
COLUMBIA SAN JUAN (CL) BALDH GRI'DLEY HUGHES DUNLAP 
FANNING CASE CUMMINGS CONYNGHAM READ MAHAN MUSTIN 
PERKINS (DD) ENGADINE (APV) JAMESTOWN (PO) PROMETHEUS (AR) 
ARGONNE (AG) WHITNEY (AD) MeCAWLEf (AP) MAJABA TALAMANCA 
MERCURY TITANIA (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) TRYON (APH)
PECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER ADROIT (AK)
ARD.2 KIWI (A/3 Vessel) SC.739 SC.518

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIKEO (AM) LOCUST 

BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) MATAI MOA GALE TUI (a/ s 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASH) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) WICHITA SAN FRANCISCO (CA) 
CLEVELAND MONTPELLIER DENVER (CL) SANGAMON CHENANGO 
SUWANNEE (ACV) SAUELEY AARON WARD EATON CONWAY WALLER 
RENSHAW PHILLIP (DD) LANG CONY (DD) BALLARD (AV) KANAWHA 
LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER 
PC.476 PC.477 PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG) *

(8) At Auckland - SAN DIEGO (CL) EBONY (YN) ANTARES FOMALHAUT 
PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)

(2) At Wellington - LOUISVILLE (CA) GRAYSON (DD) TRACY (DM)
SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES.HAYES PRES. JACKSON PRES.ADM S 
CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

C. INDIAN OCEAN AREA

( 1 ) ALLIED COHOES

"NEPAL" en route Mauritius to Fremantle ETA a.m. April 2nd.

I I .  NAVAL INCIDENTS

N I L.



ill E m m 'S  PROBABLE ME'XT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S .W .P .A .
particularly Central & northern Solomons - North 
coast New Guinea - S.W. coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive activity from East Indies area
including further infiltration to the eastward 
along south coast Dutch New Guinea.

(3) Possible offensive activity in N.W. Pacific.

(4) Increased offensive submarine activity.
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^  DAILY APPRECIATION- BACIEXC & M l  OCE.&N, W A L M S I W 1

A. SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AKKA

m susu u i m w

8* Cruiser 
6'* Cruisers

1 armed Merchant Cruiser 
Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Combat Loaded Transports 

Oilers

Effective

(i) F,arc.g.g,:

AUSTRALIA
PHOENIX

KANIMBLA 
AP.UNTA 
WARRAMUNGA 
LE TRIOMPHANT 
SELFEilDGE 
HELM 
HENLEY 
BUCHANAN 
BAGLEY 
MUGFORD 
STUART 
VEMJETTA 
QUIBEI OK 
ALBACORE ) 
AMBERJACK ) 
GRAMPUS 
GROUPER 
GROWLER ) 
PETO )
GATO
GRAYBACK 
GREENLING 
GUARDFISH 
TRITON 
TUNA 
K.9 
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO
H .T. ALLEN 
MANOORA 
AASE MAERSK 
BISHOPDALE 
VICTORIA

Non-effective

NASHVILLE
HOBART
VAN HEEMSKEEK

PATTERSON 
RUSSELL 
RALPH TALBOT 
CRAVEN

) At Brisbane 
)

On Patrol

At Sydney

WESTRALIA (On reserve)

CinC Combined Fleet 
ClnC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battleships (BB) YAMAIO

MUSASHI
MUESU
NAGATO

2 Aircraft Carriers (CV) HOSHO

i n  ^ , ZUIKAKU )
1 Converted A/C Carrier (XCV) 2UIH0 )
2 Auxiliary A/C Carriers

(ACV) UNYO 
RYUHO

(ii) Ejieay For^s: (Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-Solomons)

Poss. Empire Waters



6 heavy cruisers (CA)

5 light cruisers (CL)

2 or 3 Armed erchant Cruisers 
Approx, 2^-30 Submarines (SS) 
Approx* 34 Destroyers (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

AT AGO
TAKAO
AOM
HAGURQ
KUIMHO
suzuya

JIflTSU
SENDAI
KATORI
KA3HIMA
NAGARA
(X£L)

MOGAMI (bel* sunk 14/11 
MYQKO (poss* sunk 13-* 

14/11

Non-effective

CHITOSE 
AiCITSUSHIMA 

5-6 Converted S/P Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx* 50 Herchant Ships (over 3,000 tons'
Minelayers. .linesweepers, Sub* Chasers, MTB*s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx. 45« shore-based aircraft incl* 201 F, 140 W B , 38 SE/B, 16 F/B, 

46 F /P , 17 Obsn. or transport aircreft*

6H Cruiser 
Flotilla Leader 
Destroyers

S/P Tenders

Submrrine Tender 
Submarines

U U M ,3SX SSA *

ADELAIDE
TRQ33P
TJSRJC HIDDES 
TAN GAT EK 
NEPAL (DD) 
HER OH
W.B, PRESTON
CHILDS
PEUAS
GAR
GRAYLING 
GRENADIER 
GUDGEON 
TAMB0R 
TAUTOG 
TROUT 
THRESHER 
K.12 
KURUMBA

On Patrol

)
) At Fremantle

Oiler

E & g . indies - jt m s m s m  a s m

(!)  Allied Forcest 

7 submarines on petrol stations to china Sea or NEI area (see above)
(11) Enemy Forcess 

ln 2nf aî d 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleets
1 Heavy Cruiser (CA)
6 Light Cruisers (CL)

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL) 
Approx. 12 Destroyers (DD) 
Approx, 7 Submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (C?S)

ASHIGARA 
KASHII 
KUHA 
ISU2U
01
KITAGAH

NATORI (damaged 21/1)

Approx. 216 shore-based aircraft incl, 93 F, 78 M/B?0?°F/B ?6 p /p  

16 transport aircraft. ’ * J /B * 26 p/p»



SOUTH PACIFIC ART;1A. Effective Hon- effective.

(i) Allied Forces:

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary A/c Carriers

8’* Cruisers

G'1 Cruisers

5n Cruisers

Destroyers

Cl TRAL PACIFIC AREA. 

Battleships

Converted A/c Carrier 
Auxiliary A/c Carriers

8“ Cruisers

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
EA3SACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO
ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA
CNANAHGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE
LOUISVILLE
SAIT FRANCISCO
WICHITA
HONOLULU
HELENA
ST, LOUIS
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN
50 (approx)

(i) Allied Forces:

NCHTH CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
NEW MEXICO
NEVADA
LONG ISLAM)
NASSAU
ALTAfiAHA
COPAHEE
SALT LAI® CITY
NEW ORLEANS

WEST VIRGINIA 
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

M HINEAPOL IS
PENSACOLA
PORTLAND

(li) Enm y Forces: {Saipan-Bonins-Porraosa-Japan)

G in C 1st Fleet
C in C 3rd Pleot (Aircraft Carriers)
G-7 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted A/e Carriers (XCV)

2 Auxiliary A/c Carriers (AGV)

3 Heavy Cruisers (CA)

1 Light Cruiser (CL)
2 Ained Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

1-2 Converted S/P Tenders (.’CVS)
6 Old Amoured Cruisers (OCA) 
Approx. 20 destroyers (DD) 
Approx. 30 Submarines (SS)

ISF,
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA
HARUNA
KONGO
SHOKAKU
PIAYATAKA
h ita k a

Of AKA
CHUYO
TONE
TIKMA
CHOKAI
ABUKUKA

NISSHIN 
SAM 01



D . N&l Till 1 PACU1C a  LA

8M Cruiser 
6“ Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Su marines

CinC 5th Fleet 
2 heavy cruisers (CA)

2 light cruisers (CL)

(i )  Allied Forces;

INDIANAPOLIS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

Effective Non-effcctlve

( i i )  Bne;.-y Forces: (N. Honshu-Kuriles-Aleutisns)

1 or 2 Armed Merchant Cruisers 
Approx. 4 Destroyers (DD) 
Approx. 10 Submarines (SS)

HA CIU
1 Unidentified
TAoA
KI30
(XCL)

E* .. ... I. Ii IC . ■

6" Cruisers

F. I. PI A wCDAI; AI.EA 

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8” Cruiser 
7 .5 " Cruisers

6" Cruisers

(i )  Allied Forces;

r Armed Herchant Cruisers

Approx. 27 Destroyers 
Approx. 9 Submarines

COI COIiD 
Ti I TON
RICHMOND

( i ) Allied Forces:

WARSPITE 
RESOLUTION 
REVENGE

*  ILLUSTRIOUS 
ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE 
HAWKINS 
FROBISHER 
MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA 
BIRMINGHAM 
ENT RPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
ARETHUSA 
CERES
dauntless

CAPETOVa 
ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE 
CHITRAL
ranpura

RANCHI
WORCEST FIR SHIRE

DURBAN
CARADOC

*  Hote; Ho recent intelligence. 
Present location uncertain.

( i i )  Enemy Forcer:t

Approx. 3 Submarines



MOST SECRET

DAILY A PFKECIATION-PACIFIC fc INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

2nd April, 1943

I . DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & BUSHY NAVAL FORCES

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

1* NORTH EASTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 1200/2:

(II

(3

(4

(5

(6

(7

(8
(9

(10

(11

(12

(13

(14

(15

(16

(17
(18

"SUMNER" "SC .746" on survey duty Deboyne Islands area.
"KAPUHDA" escorting "KHOEN HOEAT' departed Milne Bay 0518/1 

for Port Moresby ETA 1400/2.
"WAGGA" departed Port Moresby 1226/1 for Milne Bay ETA 

1200/2.
"ECHUCA" departed Port Moresby 1646/31 for Thursday Island 

ETA 1200/2.
"GLENELG" escorting "VAN OUTHOORN" en route from Oro Bay to 

Townsville ETA 1200/3.
"WARREGO" escorting "TAROONA" departed Milne Bay 0538/1 for 

Townsville ETA 0800/3.
"BOWEN" escorting "HENRY DEARBORN" departed Milne Bay 0957/30 

for Townsville was due 0600/2.
"GYMPIE" returning Brisbane after escort duty.
"WARRAMUNGA" escorting Convoy TK63 ("MAHGOLA" "GENERAL VERSPIJCK") 

to Port Moresby.
"ARUNTA" escorting Convoy TN62 (nMAETSUYCKER" "JANSSENS"

"HANYANG ) to Milne Bay.
"VENDETTA" departed Cairns 152l/l to RV off Fitzroy Island 

with Convoy TN64 ("DUNTROON" "WAN AKA" ) which dep. 
Townsville 0555/1 and escort to Port Moresby.

YMS.9 YMS.49 YMS.50 departed Townsville 1720/31 to carry 
out searching sweeps In Grafton Passage returning 
Toarsville a.m. 3 /4 .

"BALLARAT" towing ML.815 "ROCKLEA" dep. Townsville 0946/31.
ML.815 to be detached at Ince Point ETA 0900/5. 
"BALLARAT" to tow "ROCKLEA" to Port Moresby ETA 
1600/7.

"SELFRIDGE" departed Caloundra 1345A  for Palm Island ETA 
1530/3.

"CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship) departed Brisbane 1112/1 ETA 
Townsville 0600/3.

YP.236 departed Brisbane 21HL/1 to exercise with submarine to 
seaward of Cape Mo re ton.

7 submarines on patrol.
YP.280 departed Cairns 0700/1 for Port Moresby ETA 1800/3.

(b) In Harbour: 

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay

Port Moresby

Thursday Is. 
Cairns

Palm Island

Townsville

MaryTurough

- Warships & Aux. - "BROOME"
Merchant Vessels: "VAN SPILBERGEN"

- Warships & Aux. - "SC .748" "HILO" 15 PT»s 
Merchant Vessels: "KARSIK" "H.D.THOREAU"
Small Craft - Approx 50

- ’"ar ships & Aux. - "SC .744" BDML.1161 
Merchant Vessels: "ASPASIA NOMIKOS" "CHARON"

"EDWARD R.SILL" "LADY ISOBEL" 
"WEST CACTUS" "PRES.GRAOT" 

Small Craft - Approx 20
- Warships & Aux. - "WILCANNIA"
- Warships & Aux. - "WHYALLA" "PIRIE" " PLATYPUS"

10 PT’ s (2 refitting)
H ATTQrmjflT T fl « *• DWAE'MTY"- Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "PHOENIX" "HELM"

"BAGLEY" "HENLEY" "AASE WAERSK" "MERKUR"
- Warships & Aux. - " YUNNAN"

- Warships & Aux. - "KALGOORLIE"

- 1 -



Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "MUGFORD" "GEELONG" "LITHGOW"
"KATOOMBA" "BUNBURY" "TULSA" "FULTON" "POYANG"(ASIS) 
YP.233 YP. 291 YMS.8 YMS.lO YMS.46 YMS.47 
YMS.48 YMS.70 SC.738 SC.740 SC.745 SC.747 
SC.749 3C.750 PC.1119 PC.1121 "BISHOPDALE" 

"VICTORIA"
(Repairing, Trials etc) "SffAN" "GOULBURN" "GLADSTONE" "FREMANTLE"

(c) Proposed Movementa:

(1) 3C.749 escorting Convoy. BT49 ("ULOOLOO" "ARDENT") to depart 
Brisbane 1B00/2.

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Solomons Aircraft - Photographs 0930/1 show -
Kahili - 32 fighters, 4 medium bombers, 9 dive/B

Baliale - 9 fighters
Faisi - 11 Zero f/P s ,
Vila - nil
Munda - 20$ coverage - nil
Buka - 10 fighters, 4 medium bombers, 28 Dive/B

(2) Rekata Bay - Two floatplanes landed in the Bay at 2020/31. It
is recalled that 3 floatplanes sere sighted in the Bay a.m.
31/3 .

Reconnaissan ce a.m. 3l/3  sighted a cargo vessel 
approximately 65 miles HNW Rekata Bay course 350°. An air 
strike of dive-bombers covered by fighters was despatched but 
could not locate the ship. As alternative target, Suavana 
Point in Rekata Bay was attacked.

(3) Shortlands - Reconnaissance a.m. l /4  sighted the following shipping
In the Buln-Faisl area -

3 destroyers
4 cargo vessels (small)
1 small unidentified -vessel 

The six ship convoy consisting probably of 5 destroyers and 
one probable cargo vessel which made the Faisi-Vila trip 
during the night 3l/3-l/4 could have been bapk at base by 
daylight l /4  and may be included In the above 8 vessels 
allowing for some discrepancy in descriptions.

(4) Kieta Area - One of the two cargo vessels reported at Numa Numa
at Gbho/’ol departed that place at 1305/31 towards Kieta.

(5) Kavieng - Reconnaissance 1530/l reported the following vessels
in Silver Sound (W.entrance to Balgal Bay) -

3 light cruisers
4 probable destroyers
1 transport (10-12,000 tons)
5 cargo ships incl. 2 large, 3 medium

Total tonnage of merchant shipping is estimated at 45,000 tons.
(6) Gasmata Area - Reconnaissance 1450/31 sighted 8 enemy fighter

aircraft approximately 50 miles east of Gasmata course 250°.
These aircraft may have been merely on patrol as photographs 
1120/l show that there are still several bomb craters on 
Gasmata runway.

(7) Wewak - Photographs of Wewak lloo/l show two 600 ton vessels
and 40 barges in the Harbour. No serviceable aircraft are 
visible on the old aerodrome. At Boram aerodrome work 
continues on dispersal lanes but the runway is as yet un­
serviceable. One fighter or a dummy is visible in revetments.
At But aerodrome 19 revetments appear completed and the runway 
is serviceable. Work continues on the aerodrome generally.

(8) Madang - Photos 1015/1 show the aerodrome serviceable but no
aircraft visible.

(9) Mubo-Komlatum - Enemy activity is reported l /4  in the Bitoi River
Valley and Kitchen Creek areas. Possible enemy activity was 
noted 30-31/3 on the track between Komiatum and Lokanu (on the 
coast almost due east of Komiatum).

(10) Nassau Bay (10-12 miles south of Salamaua) - At 0850/31 4 landing 
barges left Lababia Island towards Duall which Is on the coast 
of Nassau Bay and from vtienee a track leads to Mubo.

(•H) Brisbane - H .M .A .S. "GYMP3E" destroyed a mine located 6 miles 
N.E. Caloundra Bead at 17lo /l.
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(12) Lord Howe Is» Area - At 03C0/l there were Indications of 
. an enemy submarine in the vicinity of 34o30*S 158°30*E

(165 miles S. by W. of Lord Howe I s , ) .

. NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(& ) At Sea to 1200/2:

(1) "CASTLEMAINE" escorting "BABINDA" departed Darwin 0208/1
for Drysdale and Wyndham,

(2) 7 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "LATROBE" "INVERELL” "KURDMBA"
Merchant Vessels : "KOOLIGA" "TULAGI" "ALAGNA" "DARVEL"

(ii) ENEMY FORCES:

(1) Timor - Reconnaissance aircraft a.m . l /4  sighted five 20 ft .
boats moored off Wonreli on Klsar Island. Small arms fire 
was directed at the aircraft,

(2) Kaukenau - Photographs 3l /3  of the new strip at Timika show
that the runway has been levelled for 1500 x 120 yards and 
work is continuing,

(3) Babo Area - Distant photos of Babo 3l/3  show 4 merchant vessels
all under 2,000 tons. The visual report gave two vessels 
approximately 4,000 tons each.

Photographs of the shipping in Sebakor Bay 3l/3  show
2 merchant vessels 1-3,000 tons and 4 other small vessels.

SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 1200 /2 ;

(1) M CHILDS” departed Shark Bay 1845/1 for Fremantle ETA H O O /2 .
(2) "VAN GALEN” departed Fremantle 1715/1 for Melbourne ETA 6 /4 ,
(3) "NEPAL" was due Fremantle a.m. 2/4 floa Mauritius.

(b) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TRQMP" "TJERK HIDDES"
"PELIAS" "ISABEL" "HORSHAM" "DUBBO" "WALLAROO" 
"OTUS"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "W.B.PRESTON" "WHIPPOORWILL"
"LARK"

EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES 

(R) At Sea to 1200/2:

(1) "BUNGAREE" departed Caloundra 230l/l for Sydney ETA 0200/4.
(2) "BENDIGO" "MORESBY” escorting Convoy C084.
(3) "KYBRA” departed Sydney 0819/1 for Melbourne.
(4) YP.286 YP.288 departed Sydney 1322/1 for Fremantle.
(5) "KANIMBLA" en route Colombo to Sydney ETA 1030/3.
(6) "DELORAINE" "MILDURA* escorting Convoy PC83 was due Sydney

0800/2, Newcastle 1400/3^!
(7) "WANGANELLA" (Hospital Ship) departed Port Phillip 2125/1

for Sydney ETA 1200/3.
(8) "BUCHANAN" departed Sydney 1051/31 for Noumea.
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(9) "ROCKHAMPTON" "YANDRA" "WARRNAMBOOL" escorting Convoy GP41
^  ^ep« Sydney 0905/31 ETA Caloundra 070075”... ..........

o ? !  tf«S2?ART0» departed Sydney 34 29/1 for Brisbane ETA 14Q0/3.
(11) PATTERSON was to depart Sydney 0900/2 to rejoin T.F.74*

(b ) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "STUART" "ABRAHAM CRIJNSSEN"
BUNDABERG" "TOA’NSVILLE" "GOLD STAR" "YDG.2 

"MIZAR"
(Repairing) "HOBART" "RALPH TALBOT" "RUSSELL" "VAN HEBMSKERK

"MANUHDA" (Hospital Ship) "ALHENA"
(On Reserve) "WE STRALIA *

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "QUIBERON" "LE TRIOMPBANT"
"SPRINGDALE" "DOOMBA" "H*T.ALLEN" "MANOORA" 
"MOUNT VERNON"

(Repairing) "COLAC"

(e) Proposed Movements?

ill "MOUNT VERNON" to depart Melbourne 1300/2 for Wellington.
(2) Convoy GP42 - "ABRAHAM CRIJNSSEN" to sail as convenient Sv, a 

to pick up Newcastle section off Nobby’s Head at 
0930/3. "DELORAINE" to sail with Sydney section at

so as

0900/3 and join up with "ABRAHAM CRIJNSSEN" at time 
and RV to be arranged*

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) AT.,LIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HELENA LEANDER (CL) McCALLA

SMITH PARENHOLT LAN SDOWNE WOODWORTH LARDNER 0*BANN0N 
TAYLOR CHEVALIER FLETCHER MANLEY HOPKINS TREVER (DD) 
CURTISS TANGIER (AV) THORNTON (AVD) ATHENE (APV) DIXIE (AD) 
PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) AMERICAN LEGION HUNTER LIGGETT 
FULLER (AP) ALCHIBA ALDEBARAN CELENO (AK) SABINE NEOSHO 
PLATTE PATUXENT WHIPSTOCK (AO) CONSTANT (AM) NAUTILUS (SS) 
ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
COLUMBIA SAN JUAN (CL) BALCH GRIDLEY HUGHES DUNLAP 
FANNING CASE CUMMINGS CONYNGHAM READ MAHAN MUSTIN 
PERKINS (DD) ENGADINE (APV) JAMESTOWN (PG) HtOMETHEUS (AR) 
ARGONNE (AG) WHITNEY (AD) McCAWLEY (AP) MAJABA TALAMANCA 
MERCURY TITANIA (AK) SCIILEY WATERS (APD) TRYON (APH)
PECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER ADROIT (AM)
ARD.2 KIWI (A/S Vessel) SC.739 SC.518

(4) At Norfolk Island - SKYLARK (AM)
(5) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(6) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM)
(7) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (AM) LOCUST 

BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) MATA I MOA GALE TUI (a/ s 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(8) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) WICHITA SAN FRANCISCO (CA) 
CLEVELAND MONTPELLIER DENVER (CL) SAI GAMON CHENANGO 
SUWANNEE (ACV) SAUFLEY AARON WARD EATON CONWAY WALLER 
REN SHAW PHILLIP LANG CO NY (DD) BALLARD (AV) KANAWHA 
LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER 
PC.476 PC.477 PC*479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(9) At Auckland - SAN DIEGO (CL) EBONY (YN) ANT ARES FOMALHAT 
PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)

(10) At Ftellington - LOUISVILLE (CA) GRAYSON (DD) TRACY (DM)
SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES.HAYES PRES.JACKSON PRES.ADAMS 
CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)
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(ii) EKEMY FORGES

San Cristobal - A 3ingle enemy bomber Ineffectively bombed two 
of our patrol vessels sum. 30/3 east of San Cristobal.

n . NAVAL INCIDENTS

N I L .

I I I .  ENEMY'S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W .P .A .
particularly Central & Northern Solomons - North 
coast New Guinea - S.W. coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive activity from East Indies area
including further infiltration to the eastward 
along s> uth coast Dutch New Guinea.

(3) Possible offensive activity in N.W. Pacific.

(4) Increased offensive submarine activity.

%

F°r DIRECTOR C .O .I .C . 
17 » ‘ ■.1 . t »->.■•» . A .
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A P P E N D I X

DAILY A Pft.ECIATIOK-PAC Il'TC u m  iAK OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

A. SOUTHWEST PM) I P IC AliEA

Effective1. EASTERN SECTION Non-effectivG

8 ” Cruiser 
6" Cruisers

(1) Allied Forces;

AUSTRALIA
PHOENIX NASHVILLE

HOBART
VAN IIEEMSKERK

1 Armed Merchsn t Cruiser 
Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Combat Loaded Transports 

^Oilers

KANIMBLA 
ARUNTA 
jVAPiSAMUUGJt 
LE TRIOMPHANT 
SELFRIDGE
HELM / __
HENLEY 
BUCHANAN 
BAGLEY 
MUGFOKD 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
QUIBERON 
AL3AC0RE 
AMBER JACK 
GRAMPUS 
GROUPER 
GROWLER 
PETO 
DRUM 
GATO 
GRAYBACK 
GREETING 
GUAKDFI3II 
TRITON 
TUNA 
K.9
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO
E,T.ALLEN 
MASOORA 
AASE MAERSK 
BXSBOPDALE 
VICTORIA

- PATTERSON 
RUSSELL 
RAL PH TALBOT 
CRAVEN

At Brisbane

On Patrol

At Sydney

WESTRALIA (on reserve)

( i i ) Enemy Forces;
CinC Combined Fleet
CinC 2nd fleet (Striking Force)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
4-6 Battleships (BB)

(Truk-Jaluit-Bisraarcks-Solomons)

■oss. Empire '• aters

2̂ Aircraft Carriers (CV)

1 Converted a / c Carrier (XCV)
2 Auxiliary a / c Carriers (ACV)

YALrATO 
MUSASHI 
MUTSU 
NA3AT0 
KONGO )
HARUNA )
35£8 HOSHO

™  v j Poss. Empire Waters

UNYO
RYUHO

\
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Effective Non-e ffec tive

6 b ^ v y  cruisers (CA) MOGAMI (be 1. sunk 14/lll 
MYOKO (po ss . sunk 13-1 yll

5 light cruisers (CL)

ATAGO 
TAKAO 
A OB A
HAGURO

-S?J2HYA 
JINTSU 
SENDAI 
KATORI 
KASHIMA 
NAC-ARA

2 or 3 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
Apppox 2 £>-30 Submarines (SS)
Approx 38 Destroyers (DD)
2 Seaolane Carriers (CVS) CHITOSE

AKITSUSEIMA
5-6 Converted s/P Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Gh&sers, MTB*s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 458 shore-based aircraft incl. 2 01 P, 140 m/b, 38 SE/b, 16 F/B, 

46 p /p , 17 Obsn. or transpo7 t aircraft.

2. WESTERN SECTION

6” Cruiser 
Flotilla Leader 
Destroyers

s/ p Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Submar Ines

( i ) Allied Forces:

ADELAIDE
TROMP
TJERK HIDDES 
VAN GALEN 
NEPAL
W. B,PRESTON 
HERON 
CHILDS 
PEL I A3
GAR
GRA'SLING 
GRENADIER 
GUDGEON 
TAMBQR 
TAUTOG 
TROUT 
THRESHER ) 
K.12 )
KURUMBA

On Patrol

At Premantle

Oiler

LAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES AREA

(i) Allied Force.,:

7 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see above)

(ii)  Eneray Forces:

C*s in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleets
1 Heavy Cruiser (CA)
6 Light Cruisers (CL)

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL) 
Approx 12 Destroyers (DD) 
Approx 7 Submarines (S3)
1 Seaplane Carrier (CVS)

A3HIGARA 
KASHII 
KUMA 
ISUZU 
01
KITAGAMI

NATORI (damaged 2l/l)

x ______ NOT ORO
Approx 218 shore-based aircraft Incl. 105 F, 78 u/B, 3 F/B , 26 F/P, 

16 transport aircraft



B. SOUTH PJCIFIC AREA Effective Non-effeetive

Battleships

^^A ircraft  Carriers

Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8" Cruisers 

6” Cruisers

5" Cruisers 

^Destroge rs

C* PACIFIC AiiEA

Battle ships

Converted a/ c Carrier 
Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8m Cruisers 

6 ” Cruiser*

CinC 1st Fleet

•
(linC Sod Fleet {Aircraft Carriers*?
4-6 Battleships (BB)

(see Truk area)

( i ) Allied Forces:

INDIANA 
WASHINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MARYLAND 
COLORADO 
EN‘TER PR 1SE 
SARATOGA 
CHENANGO 
Sffl GAM ON 
smtmwsE 
LOUISVILLE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA 
HONOLULU 
HELENA 
ST. LOUIS 
COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MONTPELLIER 
DENVER 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN JUAN 
50 (approx)

( I ) Allied Forces:

NORTH CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
NEVADA 
LONG ISLAND 
NASSAU 
ALTANA HA 
COPAHEE
SALT LAKE CITY 
NEW ORLEANS*.

RICHMOND

(ii) Enemy Forces:

SEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

MINNEAPOLIS
PENSACOLA
PORTLAND

(Saipan-Bonins-Formosa-Japan )

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted A/c Carriers(XCV)

2 Auxiliary A/C Carriers(ACV)

3 Heavy Cruisers (CA)

1 Light Cruiser (CL)
2 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

^1-2 Converted S/p Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA) 
Approx 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx 30 Submurines (SS)

ISE
FUSO
YAMSBIRO
HYUGA
SHOKAKU
HAYATAKA
HIT'AEA
OTAKA
CHUYO
TONE
TIKUMA
CHOKAI
ABUKUMA

NISSHIN
KAMOI
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D. NORTHERN PittFIC AREA

8" Cruiser 
6 ” Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

CinC 5th. Fleet
2 heavy cruisers (CA)

(i) Allied Forces;

INDIANAPOLIS
DETROIT
RALSIGH

Effective Non-effective

(ii) Enemy Forces; (N.Honshu-Kuriles-Aleutians)

2 light cruisers (CL)

NACHI
1 unidentified 
TAMA 
KISO

1 or 2 Arraed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 10 Submarines (SS)

S . SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

(I) Allied Forces:-

6 ” Cruisers

^ I N D I A N  OCEAN AREA

CONCORD
TRENTON

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 ” Cr-ulser 
7 .5 "  Cruisers

6" Cruisers

.Armed Merchant Cruisers

Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

DURBAN
CARADOC

( i ) Allied Forces:

WAR SPITE 
RESOLUTION 
REVENGE 

x ILLUSTRIOUS 
ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE 
HAWKINS 
FROBISHER 
MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA 
BIRMINGHAM 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
AHETHUSA 
CERES 
DAUNTLESS 
CAHSTOWN 
ala m u  a
CARTHAGE
CHITRAL
RANPURA
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

*  Note: No recent intelligence.
Present location uncertain.

(I i )  Enemy Forces:

Approx 3 Subim rines
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MOST SECRET

;LY APPRECIATION - PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

3rd. April, 1945

I . DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

A. SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 1200 /5 ;

(1) " SUMNER" SC.744 SC,746 on survey duty Deboyne ■‘•slands area.
(2) "WILCANNIA" escorting "ISLANDER” "KULIAMA" was to depart

Thursday Island 030630 for Darwin.
(3) "GLENELG" escorting "VAN OUTHOORN1' en route from Oro Bay to 

Townsville. Was due 031200.
"WARREGO" escorting "TAHOONA" departed Milne Bay 010538 for 

Townsville. Was due 030800.
"VENDETTA" escorting Convoy NT9 "DUNTROON" "PRESIDENT GRANT ) 

for Townsville was to depart Port Moresby 031200."VENDETTA" 
to provide escort to Fitzroy Island.

YMS.9 YMS.49 YMS.50 were due Townsville a.m. 3/4 after 
carrying out searching sweeps in Grafton Passage.

SC.739 SC.751 escorting 15 LCI (landing craft infantry) en 
route Noumea to Sydney. E .T .A . 060800.

(8) "BALLARAT" towing ML.815 "BOCKLEA" from Townsville. ML.815 
to be detached at Ince Point E .T .A . 050900. "BALLARAT" to 
tow "ROCKLEA" to Port Moresby ETA. 071600.

(9) "BOWEN" departed Townsville 021532 for Cairns for boiler 
cleaning.

(10) "WARRAMUNGA" escorting Convoy TN65 ("MANGOLA" GENERAL 
VERSPIJCK") to Port Moresby.

(11) "Convoy TN.65" "AROONA" "KEY PITMAN" were to depart Townsville
631200.■"PIRIE" to RV. off Fitzroy Island 040700 and escort
to Port Moresby ETA 061600.

(12) Y P .280 departed Cairns 010700 for Port Moresby ETA 031800.
(13) "SELFRIDGE" departed Caloundra 011345 for Palm Island ETA 03153C
(14) "CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship) departed Brisbane 011112 ETA 

Townsville 030600.
(15) SC.749 escorting Convoy BT.49 ("UL00L00" for Bowen ETA 052039 

"GEORGE McCRARY" for Gladstone ETA 040839) departed 
Caloundra 021954.

(16) "GEELONG" "LITHGOW" escorting Convoy BT.50 were to depart 
Caloundra 030800.

(17) 7 submarines on patrol

(b ) In Harbour; 

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay

Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels; 
Warships & Aux. - 

"EILO” 15 PT'S 
Merchant Vessels;

"BROOME"
"VAN 3PILBERGEN*
"ARUNTA" "WAGGA" "SC .748"

Port Moresby

Thursday Is. 
Cairns

Palm Island

Townsville
Maryborough

_______  _________  "KAfHK" "H.D.TEOREAU"
"JANSSENS" "HANYANG" "MAETSUYCKER"

Small Craft - Approx. 50
- Warships & Aux. "KAPUNDA" HDML.1161 

Merchant Vessels; "ASPASXA NOMIKOS" "KHOEN
HOEA" "WANAKA" "EDWARD R.SILL" LADY ISOBEL" 
"WEST CACTUS"

Snail Craft - Approx. 20
- Warships & Aux. - "ECHUCA"
- Warships & Aux. - "WHYALLA" "PLATYPUS"

10 PT’ S (2 refitting)
- Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA""PHOENIX" "HELM"

"BAGLEY" "HENLEY" "MERKUR"
- Warships & Aux. - "YUNNAN" "AASE MAERSK"
- Warships & Aux. - !,KALG00RLIEn



Brisbane - Warships & Aux. "MUGFORD" "GYMPIE" "BUNBURY"
"TULSA" "FULTON" "POYANG"(ASIS7 YP.233 
Y P .236 YP.291 YMS.8 YMS.IO YMS.46 YMS.47 
YM.S. 48 YMS.70 SC.738 SC.740 SC.745 SC.747 
SC.750 PC.1119 PC.1121 "BISHOPDALE" 
"VICTORIA"

(Repairing, Trials etc.) "SWAN" "GOULBURN" "GLADSTONE
"FREMANTLE" "KATOOMBA".

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Russell Islands - At 1040/l 30 - 40 Zeros were intercepted 
— over Russell Islands by 28 Grummans 7 Corsairs and 6

Lightnings. 16 Zeros were shot down (13 by Grummans and
3 by Corsairs). We lost 6 fighters. No attack on our 
positions appears to have eventuated.

(2) New Georgia - Barge activity is reported at Rendova Island
for a few nights previous to 2 /4 .

At 1050/31 30 enemy aircraft were reported circling 
over Ganongga Island, apparently covering some activity 
West of the Island. This might be in connection with the 
convoy of 6 vessels which ran from Faisi to Vila during the

night 31/3-1/4.
A small well camouflaged cargo vessel in Kokolope Bay 

(N.E.coast Vella Lavella) was attacked 2/4 by 7 Lightnings 
and 6 Corsairs. The vessel was heavily damaged and left on 
fire. The ship was probably engaged in supplying the known 
Observation Post in this vicinity.

(3) Rekata Bay - Our ground observer reported a submarine with
aircraft as escort in Rekata Bay at 0209/2. Reconnaissance 
2/4 reported much small boat activity in the^Bay.

(4) Shortlands - Reconnaissance a.m. 2/4 reported in the Buin -
Faisi area 1 destroyer

5 cargo vessels

(5) Kieta - Reconnaissance a.m. 2/4 sighted 1 cargo vessel and
many small boats and barges in the Harbour.  ̂ The cargo 
vessel may be the unit which departed Numa Numa 1305/31.

(6) Kavieng - Shipping sighted in Silver Sound (west of entrance 
— tSHBalgai Bay) at 1530/l was reported from visual sightings

as follows 3 light cruisers
3 or 4 destroyers
1 transport, 10-12000 tons
5 cargo vessels including 2 large 3 medium 

(Note: This was reported yesterday 2 /4 ).
Photos confirm 5 or 6 merchant vessels

1 cruiser
2 destroyers
1 possible tanker, Anad-̂ »̂ naindor ~e£ 

33*£unidentified.
Our aircraft attacking between 1820 and 1905 found 

shipping dispersed out of Silver Sound. 7 vessels were 
along the coast S.E. of Steffan Strait, and at least 4 
were in Byron Straits (N.W. of Balgai Bay).

Results of the attacks are not yet fully assessed.
(7) Rabaul - Reconnaissance 1100/2 sighted approximately 55

ships in the harbour. No report on photographs has yet
been received.

The same reconnaissance reported 6 unidentified 
vessels approximately 25 miles N .N .E. of Rabaul, heading 
thereto. These vessels may be some of the shipping seen 
in the Kavieng vicinity the previous evening.

(8 ) Witu Is (North New Britain) - Reconnaissance 1705/1 reported 
— r small ship at the mouth of the Harbour at Garove Is.

(9) Wewak: Reconnaissance 0845/2 reported 5 cargo ships of
2-3000 tons. 4 were in the Harbour and 1 entering. No 
report on photographs has yet been received, but on previous 
occasions photographs have invariably proved shipping at 
Wewak to be of lesser tonnage than that reported from 

visual sightings.
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(10-) Finschhafen - Reconnaissance 17-18/1 reported 2 medium 
■bombers on Finschhafen aerodrome, apparently having 
just landed.
2 boats were sighted at Finschhafen.

Reconnaissance 1200-1S00/2 reported a ship in what 
appeared to be a dredged cove into which the ship just 
fitted. The vessel was well camouflaged with netting 
and foliage.

(11) Lae-Finschhafen - Japanese are reported 2/4 to have 
occupiec

Sialum - 30 miles N.W. Finschhafen 
Buki - 5s miles S. Finschhafen 
Tamigudu 25 miles S.W, Finschhafen, and 
Bukaua - 22 miles E. Lae.

(12) NASSAU BAY - MUBO AREA - Ground reports 2/4 stated that
large movements of troops involving at least 6 barges 
were seen between Lababia Is. and the coast. It was 
reported in yesterday’s appreciation, 2 /4 , that barge 
activity between Lababia Island and Duali on the 
mainland on the track to Mubo, had been observed 3L/3.

Enemy positions in Kitchen Greek, Lababia Island 
and Duali were bombed and strafed a .m .2/4 by 3 Bostons.

(13) Brisbane - At 0630/3 an allied vessel (identify not yet
confirmed) sent an S .0 .5 . "torpedoed" signal from a 
position off Cape Moreton,

NORTH WESTERN AREA
(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea t o 1200/5 :

(1) "CASTLEMAINE" escorting "BABINDA" departed Darwin 010208
for Drysdale and Wyndham.

(2) "LATROBE" escorting Convoy DT.1 6 ( "KURUMBA" "TULAGI")
departed Darwin 020962 for Thursday Island STA 051230.

(3) 7 submarines on patrol,

(b ) in Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux.- "INVERELL"
Merchant Vessels*"XOOLIGA" "ALAGNA" "DARVEL"

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) South Coast Dutch New Guinea - Possible new airfield
clearings are reported approximately 19 miles North of 
Kawar (16 miles W. of Kaukenau) and also at Utarom (4 
miles W. of Kaimana.)

SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea t o 1200/3 :

(1) "NEPAL" was due Fremantle a.m. 2/4 from Mauritius.
(2) "VAN GALEN" departed Fremantle 011715 for Melbourne ETA 6/4 .
(3) "WHIPPOORWILL" departed Exmouth Gulf p .m .l/4  for

Fremantle ETA 040800.
(4) "CHILDS11 was due Fremantle 031400 from Sharks Bay.
(5) "W.B.PRESTON" was due Exmouth Gulf 031200 from Sharks Bay.

(b) In Harbour:

Fremantle -Warships & Aux.-"ADELAIDE" "TR0MP""T JERK
HIDDES" "PELIAS" "ISABEL" "HORSHAM" "DUBBO" 
"WALLAROO" " OTUS"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "LARK"



4. EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA
\ ----------------

(i) ALLIED FORGES

(a) At Sea to 12Q0/3:

(1) "ROCKHAMPTON” "YANDRA" "WAHRNAMBOOL" escorting Convoy GP.41 
were due Caloundra 0307C0 "WARRNAMBOOL was to proceed 
Brisbane "ROCKHAMPTON" "YANDRA" escorting Convoy PG.41 
were to depart Caloundra 030800.

(2) "BUNGAREE" departed Caloundra 012301 for Sydney ETA 040200.
(3) "KAMMBLA" was due Sydney 031030.
(4) YP.286 YP.288 departed Sydney 011322 for Fremantle.
(5) "KYERA" departed Sydney 010819 for Melbourne.

"DDCMBA" escorting Convoy 0C.34 (including SPRINGDALE )
departed Port Phillip OSLO'S to RV. in Wilson’ s Promontory 
area with "BENDIGO" "MORESBY* escorting Convoy CO.84 .

(7) "MOUNT VERNON" was to depart Melbourne 021300 for Wellington
BTA 051730. mA

(8) "SHEPPARTOH" departed Sydney 011429 for Brisbane ETA 031400.
(9) "ABRAHAM CHEJNSSEN" was to depart Sydney so as to pick up 

Nswc&stXo section Convoy GP»42 &t 030930• DEL ORAINE 
was to sail with Sydney section at 030900 and RV. with 
•'ABRAHAM CRIJNSSEN".

(10) "PATTERSON51 departed Sydney 020945 to rejoin TF.74.
(11) "WAUGANELLA" (Hospital Ship) departed Port Phillip 012125 

for Sydney, was due 031200.

(b i In Harbour?

Svdne'r - Warships & Aux. "STUART" "MILDURA" "BUNDABERG(l
J ' "TofcsVILLE" "GOLD STAR" "YDG.2" "MIZAR"

(Repairing) "HOBART" " RALPH TALBOT" "RUSSELL" "VAN
HEEMSKERK" "MANUNDA" (Hospital Ship "ALHENA"

(On reserve) "WESTRALIA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "QUIBERON" "LE TRIOMPHANT

"H .T .ALLEN" "MANOORA"

(Repairing) "COLAC"

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP) k „
(2) At Espiritu Santo |  ENTERPRISE (CV) HELENA LEANDER (CL) McCALL

SMITH FARENKOLT LANDSDOWNE WOODWORTH LARDNER O'BANNO 
TAYLOR CHEVALIER FLETCHER MAULEY HOPKINS TREVER (DD) 
CURTISS TANGIER (AV) THORNTON (AVD) ATHENE (APV)DIXIE(AD 
PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) AMERICAN LEGION HUNTER LIGGETT 
FULLER (AP) ALCHIBA ALDEBARAN CELENO (AK) SABINE NEOSHC 
PLATTE PATUXENT WHIP STOCK (AO) CONSTANT (AM) NAUTILUS (Si 

ROSEWOOD (YN)
(3^ At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA(C 

COLUMBIA SAN JUAN (CL) BALCH GRIDLEY HUGHES DUNLAP 
FANNING CASE CUMMINGS CONYNGHAM READ MAHAN MUSTIN 
PERKINS (DD) ENGADINE (AP/) JAMESTOWN (PG) PROMETHEUS(AR. 
ARGOME (AG) WHITNEY (AD) Me CAWLEY (AP) MAJABA TALAMANCA 
MERCURY T IT AN IA (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (AFD) TRYON (APH)
PECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER ADROIT (AM)
ARD.2 KIWI (A/S Vessel) SC.739 SC.518.

(4) At Norfolk Island - SKYLARK (AM)
(5) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(6) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM)
(7) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIRE0 (AM) LOCUST

BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) MATAI MOA GALb TUI (A/S) 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS(AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(8) At Vila - MAKYLAM) COLORADO (BB) WICHITA SAN FRANCISCO (CA)
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CLEVELAND MONTPELLIER DENVER (CL) SAN GAMON CHENANGO 
SUWANNEE (ACV) SAUFLEY AARON WARD EATON CONWAY WALLER 
RENSHAW PHILLIP LANG CONY (DD)'BALLARD (AV)KANAWHA 
LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER 
PC.476 PC.477 PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(9) At Auckland - SAN DIEGO (CL) EBONY (YN) ANTARES FOMALHAT 
PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)

(10) At Wellington - LOUISVILLE (CA) GRAYSON (DD) TRACY (DM)
SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES.HAYES PRES. JACKSON PRES. ADAMS 
CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

II  NAVAL INCIDENTS

N I L.

I I I .  ENEMY *S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W .P.A.
particularly Central & Northern Solomons - North 
coast New Guinea - S.W. coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive activity from East Indies area
including further infiltration to the eastward 
along south coast Dutch New Guinea.

(3) Possible offensive activity in N.W.Pacific.

(4) Increased offensive submarine activity.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .
G.H.Q, , S .W .P .A .

3/4/43
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A P P E  N D I X 

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

A. SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

* EASTERN SECTION

8 ” Cruiser 
6 ” Cruisers

Effective 

( i ) Allied Forces;

AUSTRALIA
PHOENIX

Non-effective

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser 
Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

'Combat Loaded Transports 

Oilers

NASHVILLE
HOBART
VAN HEEMSKERK

KANIMBLA 
ARUNTA 
WARRAMUNGA 
LE TRIOMPHANT 
SELFRIDGE 
PATTERSON 
HELM 
HENLEY 
BUOHAHAN 
BAGLEY 
MUGFORD 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
QUIBERON 
ALBACOKE ) 
AMBERJACK ) 
GRM PUS ) 
GROUPER ) 
GROWLER ) 
PETO )
DRUM 
GATO
GRAYBACK 
GREENLINB 
GUARDFISH 
TRITON 
TUNA 
K» 9
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO
H.T. ALLEN 
MANOORA 
AASE MAERSK 
BISHOPD/LE 
VICTORIA

RUSSELL 
RALPH TALBOT 
CRAVEN

At Brisbane

On Patrol

At Sydney

WESTRALIA (on reserve)

( I I ) Enemy Fcr ces:
CinC Combined Fleet
CinC 2nd Fleet ^Striking Force)
GInC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
4-6 Battleships (BB)

(Truk-Jaluit-BIsmarcks-Solomons)

2 Aircraft Carriers (CV)

1 Converted A/c Carrier (XCV)
2 Auxiliary a / c Carriers (ACV)

YAMATO
MUSASHI
MUTSU
NAGATO
KONGO
EARUNA
HOSHO
ZUIKAKU
ZUIHO
UNYO
RYUHO

1 poss. Empire Waters

Poss. Empire Waters
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Effective Non-effective

6 heavy cruisers (CA)

5 light cruisers (CL)

2 or 3 Arraed Merchant Cruisers 
Approx 25-30 Sabmarines (SS) 
Approx 38 Destroys rs (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

ATAGO 
TAKAO 
A OB A
HAGURO 
KUKANO 
SUZUYA 
JINTSU 
SENDAI 
KATORI 
KASHI MA 
NAGARA 

(XCL)

MOGAId (bel.sunk 14 /ll) 
MYOKO (poss. .sunk 13-1 <01

GHITOSE 
AKIT SLT SHIMA

5-6 Converted S/P Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3 ,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB's, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 467 shore-based aircraft incl. 201 F, 140 m/ b , 47 SE/b , 16 f / b , 

46 F/P, 17 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

2 . WESTERN SECTION

6 ” Cruiser 
Flotilla Leader 
Destroyers

s/P Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Submarines

Oiler

( i ) Allied Forces:

ADELAIDE
TRCMP
T JERK HIDDES 
VAN GALEN 
NEPAL
W.B.PRESTON 
HERON 
CHILDS 
EE LIAS 
GAR
GRAYLING 
GRENADIER 
GUDGEON 
TAM BOR 
TAUTOG 
TROUT 
THRESHER 
K.12 
KURUMBA

On Patrol

At Fremantle

3. EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES AREA

(i) Allied Forces:

7 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see above)

( i i ) Enemy Forces:

C's in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleets
1 heavy cruiser (CA)
6 light cruisers (CL) NATORI (damaged 2 l /l )

ASHIGARA 
KASEII 
KUMA 
ISUZU
01
KITAGAMI

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
Approx 12 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)
|1 Seaplane Carrier (CVS) N0T0R0
Approx 240 shore-based aircraft incl. 117 F, 78 m/ b , 3 f / b , 23 f / p , 

16 transport aircraft.



(i) Allied Forces:

.3 OUTE PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a/ c Carriers

8" Cruisers

6” Cruisers

5” Cruisers 

Destroyers

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO
ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA
CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE
LOUISVILLE
SAN FRANCISCO
WICHITA
HONOLULU
HELENA
ST.LOUIS
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN
50 (approx)

CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA

Battle ships

Converted A/c Carrier 
Auxiliary A/c Carriers

8" Cruisers

6n Cruisers

( i ) Allied Forces;

NORTH CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
NEW MEXICO
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND
NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
CCPAHEE
SALT LAKE CITY
NEW ORLEANS

RICHMOND

( i i ) Enemy Forces:

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

MINNEAPOLIS
PENSACOLA
PORTLAND

(Saipan-Bonins-Formosa-Japan)
CinC 1st Fleet 
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
4-6 Battleships (BB) 

(see Truk area)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted A/c Carriers (XCV)

2 Auxiliary a/ c Carriers (ACV)

3 &eavy Cruisers (CA)

1 Light Cruiser (CL)
2 Armed Merchant Cruisers
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

(XCL)

1-2 Converted s/P Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA) 
Approx 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx 30 submarines (SS)

ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA
SHOKAKU
h&yataka

HITAKA
OTAKA
CHUYO
TONE
TIKUMA
CHOKAI
ABUKUMA

NISSHIN
KAMOI



EU NORTHERN PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

8" C^aisei*
6 ” Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

'd n C  5th Fleet
2 heavy cruisers (CA)

( i ) Allied Forces:

INDIANAPOLIS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

(ii) Enemy Forces: (N.Honshu-Kuriles-Aleutians)

2 light cruisers (CL)

NACHI
1 unidentified 
TAMA 
KISO

1 or 2 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 10 Submarines (SS)

E . SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

(i) Allied Forces:

6" Cruisers 

^ INDIAN OCEAN AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 “ Cruiser 
7 .5 ” Cruisers

6 ” Ciu isers

Armed Merchant Cruisers

CCNCORD
TRENTON

( i ) Allied Forces:

WARS PI TE 
RESOLUTION 
REVENGE 

*  ILLUSTRIOUS 
ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE 
HAWKINS 

FROBISHER 
MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
ARETHUSA 
CERES 
DAUNTLESS 
CAPETOWN 
ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE 
C HITRAL 
RANPURA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

DURBAN
CARADOC

x Notes No recent intelligence.
Present location uncertain.

(ii) Enemy Forces:

Approx 3 Submarine*
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MCST SECRET

AILY A PPRBC1A TIP N-PA CIFIG & INDIAN OCEAK NAVAL ACTIVITY

4th April, 1945

DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY HaVAL FORCES

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) LIED FORCES 

(a) At Sea to 120o/4;

(1 )
(2 )

(3)
(4)

(5 )

(6 )
(7)

(0 )

(9)

(10)

(11)
(12)

(13)

sC.744" "SC .746” on survey duty Deboyne I
rfnmrniT V TVI *7 t «TOT.A Tmffi!?n *MTFLT

"SUMNER^ WS .
"WILCANBIA” escorting Convoy TP17 

Thursday Island 0732/3

area,
P  ISLANDER’ 

for Darwin.
MULIAMA") dep,

xnursatij; iui a ,
"ARUNTA" departed Milne Bay 1430/3 for Townsville ETA 16 00 /4 .
"VENDETTA" ”W ARRAMUNGA” escorting Convoy NT9 ("DUNTROON 

"PRESIDENT GRANT” for Townsville) departed Port 
Moresby 1800/2.

”BALLARAT” towing ML,815 "ROCKLEA” from Townsville. ML.815 
to be detached at Ince Point,was due 0900/5.
'fBALLARAT" to tow "ROCKLEA" to Port Moresby ETA 1600/7

"WHYALLA" departed Cairns 1500/3 for Port Moresby ETA 1300/5.
"PIRIE" was to HV with Convoy TN65 P*AR0GNA" "KEY PITMAN") 

off Fitzroy Island at 0700/4 and escort to Port 
Moresby ETA lG00/6.

"CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship) departed Brisbane 1112/1, was due 
Townsville 0600/3. .

SC .749 escorting Convoy BT49 ("ULDOLCO” for Bo.ven ETA 2039/5;
"GEORGE McCRARY" i or Gladstone ETA 0839/4) departed 
Caloundra 1954/2.

"GEELONG" "LITHGDW* escorting BT50 ("PORTMAR” for Gladstone 
ETA 0oC0/5; "ARISTOPNUeS s "CARDROSS" "STAGEN" 

"MACIMBA" "CITY OF FORT WORTH" for Townsville ETA 
0800/7) departed Caloundra 0610/3.

"PATTERSON" departed Sydney 0945/2 be rejoin T .F .74.
"WARRNAMBOOL” ''EIMBURY® exercising with submarine vicinity 

Cape Mereton.
6 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay

Port Moresby

Thursday Is, 
Cairns

Palm Islatid

Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane

- Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels :

Merchant Vessels:

Small Craft 
- Warships & Aux. - 

Merchant Vessels;

"BROOME8
_______ ... _________  "VAN SPIL BERGEN*

- Warship3 & ' aux . ’ - "WAGGA" "SC .748" "HILO”
IB PT»s

"KARSIK" "H.E.THOREAU" "HANYANG” 
"JANSSENS" "MAET3UYCKER"
Approx 50

"KAPIJNDA* "HDML.1161" YP.280
___ _ _________  "ASPASIA NOMIKOS* "MANGOLA"
"GENERAL VERSPIJCK” "WANAKA" "EDWARD R.SILL” 
"LADY ISOBEL" "WEST CACTUS"

Small Graft - Approx 20
- Warships k Aux. - "ECHUCA*
- Warships & Aux. - "BOWEN” "PLATYPUS" 10 PT's

(2refitting)
- Warships k Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" " PHOENIX" ”SELFRIDGE

"HELM" "BAGLEY" "HENLEY" "MSRKUR"
- Warships & Aux. - "WARREGO" "OLENELG" "YUNNAN*

"AASE MAERSK" YKS. 9 YMS.49 Y.ViS.50
- ^arshins & Aux. - "KALGOOtiLIE"
- Warthips & Aux. - "MJGFORD” "GYMPII" "SHEPPARTON"

"TULSA" "FULTON" "POYAKfG" (ASIS) YP.233 YP.23€ 
YP.291 YMS.8 YM3.10 YMS.46 YMS.47 YMS.48 
YMS.70 SC.738 SC.740 SC.745 30 .747  SC.75C



Brisbane (Contd.) Warahioa & Acx. - PC.3j119 PC.1121 "BISEOPDALE”
"VICTORIA”

(Repairing, Trials etc.) "SWAN” "GOULSUBN" "GLADSTONE”
"FREMANTLE” ” KA TOOK BA"

(c ) Proposed Movements:

(1) "WARRE-30" escorting Convoy TN56 (”TAROO$A") to depart
Townsville '6400/5 Tor~Milne Bay ETA 1100/7.

(2) YM3.9 IMS.49 YMS.50 to depart Townsville H-o/4 for
sweeping operations Whitsunday Passage returning 
Townsville 1000/s.

(3) Convoy TS21 ("PAINE WINGATE” "CHARON” ) when met in approx 
~  position 22°25 'S , 151°05»E at 0900/5 is to be

escorted by "LITHGOSf” tc Brisbaie,
(4) "GEELONG" to RV with Convoy TS22 (?,DTJNTR00N ” B PRES. GRANT” )

vicinity of Bent Island at 0800/6 and escort to 
Bri sbane,

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) New Georgia - Local reports 2/4 indicate clearing activity
and construction of defensive positions on a small island 
off Vila Plantation.

It la now disclosed that the small ship in Eokolopi Bay 
(W .E .coast Vella Lavella) attacked by aircraft 2/4 (fceported 
in yesterday’s appreciation 3 /4) arrived at this location at 
dawn 2/4,

At 1550/3 an enemy submarine isss sighted on the surface 
off the N .H . coast of Vella Lavella while at 2230/3 reconnaiss' 
ance aircraft reported a large number of enemy aircraft over 
V ila .

(2) Cholseul - Reconnaissance 0830/S sighted 3 destroyers off Senga
( towards southern end of If.E.coast Choiseul) course N.W.

Three destroyers, probably the same three, were sighted 
at lOOO/o approaching Buin through Bougainville Strait.

It Is considered likely that these vessels have been 
to Rekata Bay.

(3) Shortlands - Reconnaissance O950/3 sighted 9 small cargo ships,
one 1 ar ge merchant sblpx painted white. This last vessel 
was thought to be a Hospital Ship.

At IOOO/3 , 3 destroyers were seen arriving through 
Bougainville Strait (see previous Para. ).

(4) Kavieng - Fortresses carried out a most successful attack on
shipping at Kavieng before dawn 3 /4 . Results have still to 
be assessed.

The following shipping was sighted in the area:-
1 possible heavy cruiser
2 possible light cruisers
3 destroyers
1 submarine
1 cargo vessel
3 unidentified vessels 

Total TT
It is recalled that photographs l/4  show a heavy 

cruiser in the area but no further description given. Prom 
the description of the possible heavy cruiser sighted before 
dawn 3/4 the vessel should be either a "MOGAMI” class cruiser 
or one of the nea large "TERBTSUKI" class destroyers but for 
a length of 600 ft . given.

(5) Dyaul Is . - Reconnaissance about 1620/2 sighted and attacked a
cargo vessel reported to be of 6,000 tons approximately 20 
miles south of Dyaul Is. course 135 speed 9 knots, probably 
making for Rabaul.

(6) Bismarck Sea - Reconnaissance about 1630/3 sighted 4 vessels
described as three probablf destroyers and one cargo vessel 
approximately 45 miles M.W. Rabaul course 240°.

The compositiL on and course of the ships may suggest 
a repeat of the Finschhafen convoy run but the position and 
more especially the time Indicate a movement between Rabaul 
and Kavieng, probably towards the latter,

(7) Saldor - The coastal area from Mur (5§ miles SE Saidor) to
Mundiri (22 miles ¥. by M. Saidor) is reported 3/4  to be
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occupied by the enemy while patrols are operating inland.
4^ .3 ) Mubo Area - Lahabia Island and Duali Village in Nassau Bay have 

been strongly attacked by air:- 
a*n. 2/4 hy 3 Bostons 
a.m. 5 /4  by 7 Bostons

a.m. 3/4 the Kitchen Creek area was worked over by
3 Bostons,

1
(9) Brisbane - The report of a distress signal 0630/3 from a position 

off flaps Moreton is now somewhat discounted owing to the 
context of the intercept and as all known s hipping in the area 
is believed safe.

2. NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 00/4 :

(1) "CASTLEMAINE" escorting "BABINDA" departed Darwin 0208/1 for
Drysdale and Wyndham.

(2) "LATROBE" escorting Convoy DT16 ("KURUMBA" "TULAGI") departed
Darwin 0902/2 for Thursday Island ETA 1230/5.

(3) "INVERELL" escorting "ALAGNA" "KOOLIGA" departed Darwin 0231/3
for Thursdi^ Island ETA 0200/1 •

(4) 6 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux.
Merchant Vessels: "DARVEL"

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Kaukenau - The aerodrome area at Timika was attacked 1005/3 by
6 Huasons one of which was shot down by A.A. Barges were 
reported in the area.

(2) Kai Islands - Langgoer strip and barges were attacked by 2 or
S' Bea'uf ighters 0715/3.

(3} Tanimbar Is . - Saumlaki was attacked 0655/3 by 3 B.25*s and at 
I 442/3 by a Liberator.

(4) Ambon - Reconnaissance 1240/3 reported 3 large vessels and 2 
oilier merchant vessels in Ambon Bay.

3 . SOUTH WESTERN AREA

( i ) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to I20p/4;

(1) "VAN GAIEN" departed Fremantle 1715/1 for Melbourne ETA 6 /4 .
(2) "WHIPPOORWILL" departed Exmouth Gulf P *m . 1/4 for Fremantle,

was due 0800/4.

(b) In Harbour:

Fremantle — Jifarships & Aux. - ^ADELAIDE’* "TROMP" "NiiPAL"
"TJERK E1DDES" "PELIAS" "ISABEL" "HORSHAM" 
"PUB30* "WALLAROO" "OTUS" "CHILDS"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "W .3 .PRESTON" "LARK”

4. EASTERN fr. SOUTHERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At See to 12Q0/4:

(1) "ROCKHAMPTON" nYANDRAn escorting Convoy PG41 departed Caloundra 
1200/3 for Sydney ETA 0800/6'.



"BUKGAREE" departed Caloundra 230l/l for Sydney. was due 
02c: 0 /4 .

YP.286 YP.288 departed Sydney 13 22/1 for Fremantle.
"EYBRA" departed Sydney 0819/1 for Melbourne.
"STUART" escorting Convoy C085. "BUNDABERG" returned Sydney

1745/3 wit'L engine ^rouble. "MILDURA" departed Sydney 
2111/3 to ever take and join "STUART8 and provide 
additional escort for Convoy C085.

SC.739 SC.751 escorting 15 LCI (landing craft infantry] en 
route Noumea to Sydney ETA 0800/s.

"BENDIGO” "MORESBY® escorting Convoy 0C84 (including 
"SPRINGDALE").

"DELORAINE" "ABRAHAM CRIJUSS5N" escorting Convoy G?42 ETA 
Caloundra 0300/5.

(b ) In Barbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "KANIMELA" "BUNDABERG* "TOWNSVILLE"
"GOLD STAR" YDG.2 *MIZAR" "W A EGA KELL A11 (Hospital 
Ship)

(Repairing) "HOBART" 8HALPH TALBOT" "RUSSELL" "VAN BEEMSKERK" 
"MAKUNDA1 (Hospital Ship) "ALHEKA"

(On Reserve) "WESTRALIA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "QUIBERON" "LE TRIOMPBANT"

"H.T. ALLEN" "MAHOORA1* "DRESDEN"
(Repairing) "COLAC"

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(1 ) ALLIED FORCES 

{1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AV?)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HELENA LEASDER (CL) McGALLA

SMITH FARENHOLT LAN3D0//HE WOODWORTH LARDNER TAYLOR 
FLETCHER MANLEY HOPKINS TREVER (DD) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) 
THORNTON (AVD} AT3EME (APV) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) 
AMERICAN! LEGION HUNTER LIGGETT FULLER (AP) ALCHIBA 
ALDEBARAN CSLENO (AK) SABINE NEOSHO PLATTE PATUXENT 
WHIPS10CK (AO) CONSTANT (AM) NAUTILUS (SS'i ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
COLUMBIA SAN JTJA$ (CL) BALCH GRIDLEY HUGHS3 DUNLAP 
FANNING CASS GUMUIRG3 CONYNGHAM READ MAHAN MUSTIN 
BUCHANAN PERKINS (DD) ENG AD INS (APV) JAMESTOWN (PG) 
PROMETHEUS (AR) A3G0NNS (AG) WHITNEY (AD) MoCAWLEY (AP)
MAJABA TALAMANCA MERCURY -TITANIA (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) 
TRYON (APH) PECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER 
ADROIT (AM) HOLLY (YN) ARD.2 KIWI (A/3 Vessel) SC.739 
SC.518 YMS.ll YM3.51 YMS.52 YMS.53

(4) At Norfolk Is. - SKYLARK (AM)
(5) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(6) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (13®)
(7) ffluadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VltfEO (AM) LOCUST

BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) MATA I MOA GALE TUI (a/ s 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (A3E) MENOMINEE (AT) 2R8KINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP.I PATHFINDER (AGS)

(8) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) WICHITA SAN FRANCISCO (CA)
CLEVELAND MONTPELLIER DENVER (CL) SANGAMON CHENANGO 
SUWANNEE (ACV) SAUFLSY AARON WARD EATON CONWAY WALLER 
RERSHAW PHILLIP LANG CONY (DD) BALLARD (AV) KANAWHA 
LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR} aOAMER 
PC.473 PC.477 PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(9) At Nandi - COPAHEE -[ACV)
(10) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) ANT ARES FOMALHAUT PINCKNEY (AK) S0LACE(A2$
(11) At Wellington - GRAYSON (DD) TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES.HAYES

PRES. JACKSON PRES. ADAMS CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AE)

(ii) EUE^Y FORCES

(1) New Hebrides - Local souce3 report enemy submarine activity
around the island.

(2) Cook Island - A probablf enemy reconnaissance floatplane was

> 3 )
(4)
(5)

(2)

( 6 )

(7)

(8 )
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reported over Manihikl Island 10°33'S  X61°S 2 /4 .

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

ENEMY FORCES

Bombay ~Kar.achi Area - An attack by enemy submarine was reported 
a t '2003/3 In a position 21°02*N, 169°31»E (235 miles N.W. of 
Bombay) by s .3 , "  STEEL ENGINEER'1 (U .S . Freighter - 5,600 tons).

Kavieng - During the attack on shipping in the Kavieng area 
ib20-i905/1 by 7 Liberators and 3 Fortresses, the following 
results were reported:-

Probable hits on 2 medium merchant ships 
Two bombs straddled another merchant ship which was 

last seen stationary settling by the bow.
Darkness,however, prevented accurate assessment of 

results.

I I I .  m m j '2  PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W. P.A.
particularly Central & Northern Solomons - North 
coast New Guinea - S . coast Datch Hew Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive activity from East Indies area
including further infiltration to the eastward 
along south coast Dutch New Guinea.

(3) Possible offensive activity in N.ff. Pacific.

(4) Increased offensive submarine activity.

I I . NAVAL INCIDENTS

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C . 
G.K.<„., 3 .Af. P.A .

4 /4 /43



A P P E N D I X

DAILY APPRECIATION - PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

A. SOUTH WE31 PACIFIC AREA

EASTERN SECTION

8" Cruiser 
6” Cruisers

Effe ctlve

( I ) Allied Forces;

AUSTRALIA
PHOENIX

Non-effective

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser 
Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Combat Loaded Transports 

Oilers

NASHVILLE 

VAN HEEMSKERK
KANIM3LA
ARUHTA
WAHRAMUNGrA 
LE TKEOMPHAHT

SELFHIDGE 
PATTERSON 
HELM 
HENLEY 
BAGLEZ 
MUGFORD 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
QUIBERON 
ALBACORE 
AMBER JACK 
GRAMPUS 
GROUPER 
GROWLER 
PETO 
TRITON 
DRUM 
CATO
GRAYBACK 
GREENLING 
GUARDFI3E 
TUNA 
K.9 At Sydney 
FULTOB 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO
II. T. ALLEN 
MANOORA 
AASE MAERSK 
BISHOPDALE 
VICTORIA

RUSSELL 
RALPH TALBOT 
CRAVEN

At Brisbane

On Patrol

WESTRALIA (on reserro

n ^  (li) gPMY. Forces ; (Truk-Jalult-Blsmarcks-Solomons)
CinC Combined Fleet
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
4-6 Battleships (BB) YAMAT0

MUSA SKI
MUTSU
NAGATC
KONGO }
HARUNA)
HOSHC
ZUIKAEU
ZUIHO
UNTO
RYUHO

2 Aircraft Carriers (CV)

1 Converted A/c Carrier (XCV)
2 Auxiliary A/c Carriers (ACV)

1 poss. Empire Waters

)
jPoss. Empire Waters

- 1 -



Effective Non-effective

6 heavy cruisers (CA)

5 light cruisers (CL)

2 or 3 armed Merchant Cruisers 
Approx, 25-30 Submarines (SS) 
Approx, 38 Destroyers (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

ATAGO
TAKAO
AOBA
HAGURQ
KU1AN0
SUZUYA
JINTSU
SENDAI
KATORI
KASHIMA
NAGARA

(XCL)

MOGAII (be1 . sunk 14/11) 
MYOKO (poss,sunk

13-14/11)

Of HIT 032 
AKITSU3HIMA 

5-6 Converted i>/P Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx, 50 Merchant Shlp3 (over 3,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB’ s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx. 450 shore-based aircraft incl. 135 P, 140 M/B, 47 Se/b, 16 p/B 

45 P/P , 17 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

WESTERN SECTION

(i) Allied Forcesr

Flotilla Leader TROMP
Destroyers TJERK HIDDES

VAN GALEN
NEPAL

s/? Tenders W .B .PRESTON
HERON
CHILDS

Submarine Tender PEIiIAS
Submarines GRAYLING )

GRENADIER )
GUDGEON ) On
TAMBOE )
TAUTOG )
TROUT )
GAR )
THRESHER ) A1
2. 12 ) '

Oiler XURTJflBA

EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES AREA

(i) Allied Forces

On Patrol

) At Fremantle

7 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see above)

(ii) Enemy Forces:

C's in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleets
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASHIGARA
6 light cruisers (CL)

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL) 
Approx. 12 Destroyers (DD) 
Approx. 7 Submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (CVS)

KASHII 
KTJMA 
ISUZU 
01
EITAGAMI

NATORI (damaged 2l/l

NOTORO
Approx. 240 shore-based aircraft incl. 117 F, 78 m/e, 3 f /b , 26 f / p 

16 transport aircraft.



B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

A
Battleships

^Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8” Cruisers

6" Cruisers

5" Cruisers 

^  Destroyers

C. CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

Converted A/C Carrier 
Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8" Cruisers

6” Cruisers

Effective

(i) Allied Forces

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
MASSACHUSETTS
MAHZLAMD
COLORADO
ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA
CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANEE
LOUISVILLE
SAN FRANCISCO
WICHITA
HONOLULU
HELEHA
ST.LOUIS
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAP! DIEGC
SAN JUAH
50 (approx)

(i) Allied For3eat

NORTH CAROLINA 
IDAHO
EISSISSIPPI
HEW MEXICO
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND
NASSAU
ALTABAHA
COPAHEE
SALT LAKE CITY
NEW ORLEANS

RICHMOND

(ii) Enemy Forces; (Saipan*

CinC 1st Fleet 
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
4-6 Battleships (3B) ISE

(See Truk area)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted A/C Carriers (XCV)

2 Auxiliary A/C Carriers (ACV)

5 Heavy Cruisers (CA)

1 Light Cruiser(CL)
2 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

1-2 Converted S/p Tenders (XCVS)
6 old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx. 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx. 30 submarines (SS)

FUSO
YAMASEIHO
IIYUSA
SHOKAKU
HAYATAKA
HITARA
OTAKA
OHUYO
TOME
TIKUMA
CHQEAX
ABUKUMA

NISSHIN
KAMOI

3 -

Non-effective

WEST VIRGINIA 
CALIFORNIA 
TENNESSEE

MINNEAPOLIS
PENSACOLA
PORTLAND

•Bonins-Formosa-Japan)



Effective Non-effective

(D ^ SOUTHERN PACIFIC AREA

( i ) Allied Forces:

8 ” Cruiser INDIANAPOLIS
6,s Cruisers DETROIT

RALEIGH
10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

(ii) Enemy Forces: (N.Honshu-Kuriles-Aleutlans)

CinC 5th Fleet
2 heavy cruisers (CA) NACffl

1 unidentified
2 light cruisers (CL) TAMA

KISO
1 or 2 armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
Approx. 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx. 10 Submarines (33)

(E) SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

(i) Allied Forces:

6 h Cruisers

(F) INDIAN OCEAN AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 ” Cruiser 
7 .5 ” Cruisers

CONCORD
TRENTON

(i) Allied Forces

6 h Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers

Approx. 27 destroyers 
Approx. 9 submarines

DURBAN
CARADOC

WARSPITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE
ILLUSTRIOUS
ALBATROSS
DEVONSHIRE
HAWKINS
FROBISHER
MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
ARETHUSA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CA PET Off N
ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE
CHITRAL
RANPURA
RAMCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

j* Note: No recent intelligence.
Present location unkeutain.

(ii) Enemy Forces: 

Approx. 3 submarines.
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?J0ST SECRET

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC s- IIP IAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

5th Aprilj 1943

I . DI3P0SITI3NS ALLIED & ENMY NAVAL PGR OB 5

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTE EASTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

ji) "J 
(S) »3

(a) At Sea to 12Q0/5:

'SUMNER" "30 .744" "SC .746" on survey duty Deboyne Is. area.
. . ’KAFUNDA" departed Port Moresby 1413/4 for Milne Bay ETA 1800/5.
(3) "WAGGA" escorting "JANNSENS" departed Milne Bay 1211/4 far Oro

Bay ETA 16Q0/5.
(4) "SC ,748" escorting "MULCRA" departed i/filne Bay 0216/4 for

Goodenough Island.
(5) "LATROEE" escorting Convoy DTI6 ( "KUREHBA" "TTJLAGI") departed

Darwin 0900/2 for Tbursda5 Island 3-TA 1230/5.
(6 ) "VENDETTA" " WARRAMTING A " escorting Convoy NTS ("DUBTROON"

"PRESIDENT GRANTfor Townsville) cepartad Port 
Moresby 1800/3.

(7) "CENTAUR" {Hospital Ship) departed Townsville 1652/4 for
Brisbane 0600/7.

(8 ) "LITHGOW" Tvas to RV with Convoy TS21 ("PAINE WINGATE" "CHARON*1)
in position 22°25*3, j£'1 °0 5 ,E at G900/5 find escort to 
Brisbane ,

(9) "BALLARAT" towing ML.815 "ROCKLEA" fro® Townsville. ML.815
to be detached at Ince Point, was due 0900/5.
"BALLARAT* to tow "ROCKLEA" bo Port Moresby ETA 1600/7.

(10) "IHYALLA" departed Cairns 1500/3 for Port Moresby ETA 1300/5.
(11) "PIRIE" escorting Convoy TN65 ("AROONA" "KEY PITHAN") to Port

Moresby 'SFFK~T^oU/W7~
(12) "iTARREGO" Escorting Convoy TN66 ("TAHODNA") was to depart

Townsville 5400/5 for Milne Bay ETA H O O /7 .
(13) Y&S.9 YMS.49 YMS.50 departed Townsville 1710/4 to carry out

sweeping operations Whitsunday Passage returning 
Townsville 1000/3.

(14) "GEELCIfG" escorting Convoy BT50 ( "P0RTM5R"J?or Gladstone was due
0500/5j "AHIST0PHAIIESn "CARBROSS" fSTA3EN" "MACUMBA" 
"CITY OP FORT ^ORTH" for Townsville ETA 0800/7) dep. 
Caloundra 0610/3.

(15) SC .749 escorting Convoy BT49 ("UL00L0G" for Bowen ETA 2039/5)
depar 13d' Caloundra 1945/2•

(16) "PATTERSON" departed S;ydney 0945/2 to rejoin T .P .74 .
(17) "WARRNAMBOOL" "BUN3URY exercising with submarine vicinity

Cape Moreton.
(18) 6 submarines on patrol,

(b) In Harbour?

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. - "EROO&B"
¥erchant Vessels: "VAH SPILBERGEN”

Milne Bay - larships & Aux. - "HILO" 15 PT*s
Merchant Vessels : "KARSIK" , D . THORE AH " "HANYANG"

"MAETSUYC XER n 
Small Craft - Approx 50

Pert Moresby - Warships & Aux. - HDML.1161 YP.230
Merchant Vessels; "ASPASIA EOMISQS" "MANGOLA" 

"GENERAL VERSPIJCK" ■WANAKA" "EDWARD R.SILL" 
"LADY ISOBEL" "WEST CACTUS"

SmalfcxCraft - Approx 20 
Thursday Is . - Warships & Aux. - "ECHUCA"
Cairns - Warships & Aux. - "GLENELG" "BOWEN" "PLATYPUS"

10 ?T*s (2 refitting)
Palm Island - Warships & Aux. - ‘'AUSTRALIA" "PHOENIX" "SELFRIDGE"

"HELM" "BASLEY" "HENLEY1* "MERSUR"
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Townsville - Warships & Aux.

Maryborough
Brisbane

- "ARUNTA" "VV'ARREGO" "YUNNAN"
"AASE MAEftSK"

- Warships & Aux. - "KALGOORLIE"
- Warships & Aux. - "GYMPIE" "SHEPPAHTON" "TULSA"

"FULTON" "POYANG" (ASIS) YP.233 YP.236 YP.291 
YMS.8 YMS.iO YMS.46 YMS*47 YM3.4S YMS.70 
SC.738 SG.740 SC.745 3C.747 SC.750 PC.1119 
PC.1121 "BI3E0PDALE" "VICTORIA"

(Repairing, Trials etc.) "SWAN" "GOULBURN" "GLADSTONE" "FREMJN TLE*
"KaTOCLlBA"

(c ) Proposed Movements:

(1) "HELM" to deoarfc Palm Island 1700/5 for Moreton Bay.
(2) "BROOME" escorting "VAESPILEERGEN" "HENRY D.TEOREAU to depart

Milne Bay a.m. 6/4 for Townsville.
( 3) "GEELONG" to RV with Convoy TS22 ("D03JTR00N" "PRES.GRANT") 

vicinity of Dent I si an d at 0800/e and escort to 
Brisbane,

(ii) EHE.MY FORCES

(1) Solomons Aircraft - Photos 3/4 show -
Fahili - 47 fighters, 4 medium bombers

Falsi19 ) not covei,e<i 
▼11a - nil
Munda - nil
Rekata Bay - nil
Buka - 13 fighters, 4 medium bombers

(2) Shortlaads - Reconnaissances 1010 aid 1445/4 both reported 14
vessels, probably comprised of

4 light cruisers or destroyers
5 corvettes
1 possible seaplane tender
4 cargo vessels of which one large

Total
(3) N.B.Coast BougalnvTTle - Local sources report 4/4 considerable

coastal activity with badges between Tenekau (in the Numa 
Numa area) and Baniu (on the northern shore, east of the 
Passage).

(4) Loren au - Photos 1315/4 show that work is continuing on the
runway and dispersal lanes.

(5) Kavieng - A report of the attack on shipping pre-dawn 3/4 is
shown In Naval Incidents.

Shipping was again attacked with some success before 
dawn 4/4 but results are not yet fully assessed. Shipping 
sighted in the area during this operation was as follows -

3 light cruisers or large destroyers 
1 destroyer
1 corvette
1 possible submarine
4 cargo vessels 

Total TO
In addition, 4 or 5 warships or auxiliaries were sighted in 
Gazelle Channel (between Dyaul Is. and New Ireland) heading 
towards Kavieng. Ihese units may have Included two possible 
destroyers, 1 cargo ship or submarine tender and a submarine.

The ten ships were dispersed around the area from south 
of Steffan Strait to N .$ . of Kavieng and also S.E. to North 
Cape.

(6) Dyaul Is . - The cargo vessel reported at about 1620/3 (see
yesterday’ s appreciation 4/4) 20 miles south of Dyaul Is. 
course 135° was shown by photographs to be a Hoscital ship 
of the "URAL MRU" class (6,374 tens).

This vessel was erroneously reported yesterday as In 
company with 3 probable destroyers 45 miles NW of Rabaul, 
course 240°. In fact, the 3 destroyers formed a separate 
group approximately 53 miles N.W. by K. of Rabaul course 240 
at 1525/3,

(7) Cape Gloucester - Reconnaissance a .n . 4/4 sighted a motor launch
approximately 35 miles east of Cape Gloucester.

(8) Wewak - Reconnaissance 1140/4 sighted a 50 ft . sailing boat at
?/ew&k. This is the only shipping reported In the Harbour area.



(9) Lae - Enemy defsnee positions at Heath’ s plantation were 
severely raided 0730-0900/4 by 12 B .25*3, 6 Bo3tons,
9 Be a uf ighter s,

(10) Mubo - Kitchen Creek area was attacked 0920-0945/4 by 6 Bostons.

NORTH WESTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At S e a t o l

(1) "WILCAHNIA" escorting Convfry TD17 ( "ISLANDER" "MDLIAMA")
departed Thursday Island 0732/3 for Darwin.

(2) "INVSRELL* escorting "’ALAGNA” "KOOLIGA" departed Darwin 0231/3
for Thursday Island ETA 0200/?.

{3) 6 submarines on patrol,

(b ) in Harbour;

Darwin - Warships & Aux.
Merchant Vessel ss "DARVEL"

Drysdale - Warships & Aux. - ’’CA3FLS MAINE"
Merchant Vessels: "BABINDA"

SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 1200/5:

(1) "NEPAL* departed Frenantle lOOOA ETA Port Phillip 1300/8.

(b) In Harbour;

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TROMP" " TJERK HIDDES"
’’PELIAS" "ISABEL” "HORSHAM” "DUBBO" "WALLAROO" 
"DrJS" "CHILDS’’ "WlitP?0ORWILL "

Exraouth Gulf - Warships & Aux, - "W ,B .PRESTON” "LARK”

EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 OO/ot

(1) "ROCKHAMPTON” "YANDRAescorting Convoy PG4I deo. Caloundra
1200/3 for Sydne y ETA 0800/6.

(2) "MUGFORD" dep. Caloundra 1725/4 zo exercise with submarine to
seaward of Cape Moreton. On completion to proceed 
Sydney ETA 0700/6.

(3} ”RUSSELL'1 departed Sydney 1033/4 for Noumea,
(4) ” STUART” " MIL DURA ” escorting Convoy. C035.
(5) !'YP.286" "YP.288!’ dep. Sidney 1322/1 for Fremantle .
(6) "SC.73951 "SC .751!* escorting 15 LCI (landing craft infantry) en

route Noumea to Sydney ETA 0800/6.
(7) "VAN GALEN" dep, Fremantle 1715/1 for Melbourne ETA 6/4 ,
(8) "BENDIGO" "MORESBY” escorting Convoy 0C84 (including '’SPRINGDALE").
(9) "DELORAINE" ABRAHAM CRIJNSSEN" escorting; Convoy GP42 ETA

Caloundra 03C0/6*

(b) In Harbour;

Sydney - Warships & Aux, - "KAWIM3LA" "BUNDABERG" "TOWNSVILLE
"GOLD STAR" YDG.2 "MIZAR" "WANGANELLA" (Hospita 
Ship) "BUHOAREE"

(Repairing) "HOBART" "RALPH TALBOT1’ "VAN HEE.MSKERK"
"MKUNDA" (Hospital 3hip) "ALHENA"

(On Reserve) "WESTHALIA”
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Melbourne - Warships k Aux. - "QriBERON" ’’LE TRIOMPHANT"
rtH.T. ALLEN" . "MAROORA" ,,DOOMBAp "KYBRA” 

(Repairing) "COLAC11

SOUTH PACIFIC A ISA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

4X) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AV?) , x
(2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HELENA LEANDER (CL) McCALLA

SMITH FARENHOLT LAESDOWNS ffl OODWO RTB LARDNER TAYLOR 
GRAYSON FLETCHER MANLEY HOPKINS TREVER (DD) CURTISS 
TANGIER (AV) THDRNTOH ( M $  ATHENE (APV) DIXIE (AD) FYRO (AE 
VESTAL (AR) AMERICAN LEGION (A P) AL CHIBA ALDEEARAN 
CELENO (AK) SABISE HEOSHO PLATTE PATUX2MT WHIP STOCK (AO) 
CONSTANT (AM) NAUTILUS (SS) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
COLUMBIA SAN JUAN (CL) GRIDLEY CASE CUMMINGS DONYNHAM 
READ MAHAN BUCEANAH PERKINS (DD) CHEVR3UIL (Sloop)
ENGADI HE (A W ) JAMESTOWN (PG) PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AG) 
WHITNEY (AD) McCAWLEY (AP) ALGORAB MAJABA TALAMANCA 
MERCURY TITANIA {AE} SCHX.EY WATERS (APD) TRYOK (APH)
PECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (A) ) KINGFISHER ADROIT (AM)
HOLLY (YN) ARD.c KIWI (A/S Vessel) SC.739 SC,518 
YMS.ll YMS.51 YMS.52 IM S .53

(4) At Norfolk Is. - SKYLARK (AM)
(5) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SOHDMA (AT)
(6) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM)
(7 ) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK. VIREO (AM) LOCUST

BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) MATA I MOA GALE TUI (A/S 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKIUE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

{8) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (3B) WICHITA SAN FRANCISCO (CA) 
CLEVELAND MONTPELLIER DENVER (CL) SAK3AMON CHENANGO 
SUITA KNEE (ACV) SJEJFLEY AARON WAKD EATON COMAY WALLER 
REN SHAW PHILLIP LAfC CONY (DD) BALLARD (AV) KANAWHA 
LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER 
PC.476 PC.4-77 PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK (ACG)

(9) At Nandi - COPAHEE (ACV)
(10) At Auckland - EBONY (TN) ANTARES FGMALEAUT PINCKNEY (AK)

SOLACE (AH)
(11) At Wellington - TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES.HAYES PRES.ADAMS

PRES. JACKSON CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

I I .  NAVAL INCIDENTS

(1) Veil a Lavella - A Japanese HI I* class submarine was reported by
coastw&tcher on the surface off the N.ff* ccast of Veila 
Lavella on a northerly course at 1550/3. Shortly afterwards 
a Hudson, despatched from Guadaleai al, scored direct hits on 
the submarine with depth charge and bombs. Cdr. 3rd Fleet 
considers the submarine sank.

(2) Kavieng - An attack on. enemy shipping dispersed at Kavieng was
— carried out 0444-0510/3 by 8 Fortresses. One of the 8 Fortresses 

bombed the Kavieng aerodrome while four dropped flares and 
attacked shipping from nedLum height (3-8000 f t .)  with 500-lb 
inst. demolition boabs, scoring a~hii cn a large warship 

/  sta^ tiag a fire on the atern, a probable hit on a destroyer 
and bonting 2 other probable destroyers without observing 
results *

The 3 other Fortresses came In at low level on skip- 
bombing tactics with 500-lb 5 second delay action bombs.
The large warship, already hit and afire, was hit with 3 such 
bombs out of stick of 4 from 125 ft. The ship, described as 
a possible heavy cruiser with single 3 tack, burst into flames 
from stem to stern and ten minutes later exploded violently 
throwing debris 300-400 ft . in the air. She- was considered 
to have been destroyed.
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Another stick of 4 delay-action bombs all landed 
from 130 feet on a probable light cruiser, of which full 
description was not observed. Two aircraft saw the vessel 
sink, bow first, five minutes later.

The third skip-bombing Portress saw two of his delay- 
action bombs enter the side of a destroyer from 75 ft . while 
the two others near-missed. The bombs exploded 5 seconds 
later but fdrther results could not be seen. The destroyer 
was considered to have been seriously damaged.

I I I .  ENEMY'S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W. P.A.
particularly Central & Horthern Solomons - North 
coast Hew Guinea - S.W. coast Dutch Hew Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive activity from East Indies area
Including further infiltration to the eastward 
along s> uth coast Dutch New Guinea.

(3) Possible offensive activity in N.W. Pacific.

(4) Increased offensive submarine activity.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C ,
Q C T T 7 ' 's'JvifTFIX

5/4/43



^  DAnff APPRE CIATI ON - PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

A. SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AHEA

1* EASTERN SECTION

8” Cruiser 
6rt Cruisers

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser 
Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

V/V(V Crft yN

RALPH TALBOT 
CRAVEN

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

(i^bat Loaded Transports 

Oilers

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force) 
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet) 
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
5-8 Battleships (BB)

Effective Non-effective

(i) Allied Forces:

AUSTRALIA
PHOENIX NASHVILLE

HOBART
VAN HEEMSKERK

XANB5BLA 
ARUNTA 
WARRAMUNGA 
LE TRI QMPHANT 
SELFRIDGE 
PATTERSON 
HELM 
HENLEY 
BAGLEY 
MUGFGRD 
RUSSELL 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
QUIBERON 
ALBACORE)
AMBlBJACK)
GRAMPUS 
GROUPER 
GROWLER )
PETO 
TRITON
DRUM )
GATO
GRAYBACK ) On Patrol 
GREENLING 
GUARDFISH 
TUNA
K* 9 At Sydney 
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO
H.T.ALLEN 
MANOORA 
AASE MAERSK 
BISHOPDALE 
VICTORIA

(ii) Enemy Forces: (Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-
Solomons)

At Brisbane

WESTRALIA (on
reserve

Urcraft Carriers (CV)

1 Converted A/C Carrier (XCV)
2 AuxiliaryA/C Carriers (ACV)

YAMATO
MUSASHI
MUTSU
NAGATO
KONGO
HARUNA
HOSHO
ZUIKAKU
ZUIHO
UNTO
RYUHO

Poss .Empire Waters



4 fifeavy cruisers (GA) 

%

5 light cruisers (CL)

2 or 3 Armed Merchant Cruisers 
Approx,25-30 Submarines (SS) 
Approx*38 Destroyers (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers

(XCL)

Effective

ATAGrO
TAKAO
AOBA
HAGURO
jin t su

SENDAI
EATDRI
KA.SHIMA
EtAGARA

Non-Effe otive

MOGAMI ( bel.sunk 1] 
MYOKO (poss.sunlc

13-14/13

chisose

AHTSXJSH3MA
5-6 Converted s/P Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx* 50 Merchant Ships {over 3,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB»s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx* 485 shore-based aircraft incl* 204F, 156 m/ b , 47 SE/B, 16 F/B 

45 F/P, 17 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

2* \ w m m  SECTION

(i) Allied Forces:

cruiser ADELAIDE
Flotilla Leader TRCSIP
Destroyers KTERE HIDDES

S/P Tenders

riiiy ~ we tfftri
ItfSPAl
W.B. PRESTON

Submarine Tender

HERON
CHTT.TXF}
DELIAS

Submarines GRAYLING

Oiler

grenadier

GUDGEON
TAMBOR
TADTOG
THCSJT
GAR
THRESHER 
£.12 ^

3. EAJT INDIES - HHLLIPINSS AREA

•
(i) Allied Forcesj

On Patrol

)
) At Fremantle 
)

7 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see above)

C*s in c 1st,
1 heavy cruiser (CA)
6 light cruisers (CL)

(ii) Enemy Forces:

2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary
ASHXGABA

Fleets

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL) 
Approx. 12 destroyers (DD) 
Approx. 7 submarines (SS) 

Seaplane Carrier (GTS) 
pprox. 240 shore-based aircraft 

16 transport aircraft

KASHXI

KDKA.
ISUZtJ
01
xra&AHi

incl. 117 F,' 78 M/B, 3

NATORI (damaged 
21/1)

HOTORO 
F/B, 26 J/P



B. SOOTH PACIFIC AREA

■'v
Battleships

^Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary A/C carriers

8« Cruisers

6” Cruisers

5M Cruisers 

Destroyers

C. CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

Converted A/C Carrier 
Auxiliary A/C Carriers

8" Cruisers

6” Cruisers

Effective

(i) Allied Forces

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO
ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA
CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANEE
LOUISVILLE
SAN FRANCISCO
WICHITA
HONOLULU
HfgT.nm
ST* LOUIS 
COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MONTPELLIER 
DENVER 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN JUAN 
50 (approx)

(i ) Allied Forces;

NORTH CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
NEW MEXICO
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND
NASSAU
ALTAMAEA
COPAHEE
SALT LAKE CITY 
NEW ORLEANS

RICHMOND

Non-Effective

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

MINNEAPOLIS
PENSACOLA
PORTLAND

(ii) Enemy Forces: (Saipan-Bonins-Formosa-Japan

CinC 1st Fleet
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
4-6 Battleships (BB)

(See Truk area)

1 Aircraft carrier (CV)
2 Converted A/C Carriers (XCV)

2 Auxiliary A/C Carriers (ACV)

5 Heavy Cruisers (GA)

1 Light Cruiser (CL)
1-2 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XGL)

2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

1-2 Converted s/P  Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers ( OCA) 
Approx* 16 destroyers (DD) 
Approx. 30 Submarines (SS)

ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA
SHOKAKU
HAYATAKA
HITAKA
OTAKA
CHUYO
TONE
TIKUMA
CHOKAI
KUMANO
SUZTJYA
ABUKOMA

NISSHIN
KAMOI



Effective Non-effective

SOUTHERN PACIFIC ARM

(E)

(3?)

(i) Allied Forces:

8» Cruiser INECANAPOLIS
6" CRUISERS DETROIT

RALEIGH
10 Destroyers
10 Submarines

(ii) Enemy Forses: (N.Horu

CinG 5th. Fleet
2 heavy Cruisers (GA) EACHI

1 unidentified
2 light cruisers (CL) TAMA

EXS0
5 armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
Approx* 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx. 10 Submarines (SS)

SOUTHEASTERN mCIFlC AREA

(1) Allied Forces:

6M Cruisers CONCORD
THEfJTON

INDIAN OCEAN AREA
(i) Allied Forces:

Battleships ¥ARSPITE
RESOLUTION
H3VENGE

Aircraft carrier x ILLUSTRIOUS
Seaplane Carrier ALBATROSS
8” Cruiser DEVONSHIRE
7*5" Cruisers HAViiUKS

FRCBISEER
6M Cruisers MAURITIUS

GAMBIA
»K R FR ISE
LIVERPOOL
ARETHUSA
GEHES
DAUNTLESS•"■■'iff '
QAH2T0WN

Armed Merchant Cruisers ALAUNIA
0ABTHAG1
CHITRAL
RAHFORA
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

Approx* 27 destroyers 
Approx* 9 submarines

DURBAN
CARADOC

h Note* No recent intelligence,
Present location uncertain.

(ii)  Enemy Forces: 

Approx* 3 submarines.
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MOST SECffET

*
DAILY APPRECIATICN-PACIFIC ft I HP 1AM OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

5th April, 1&45

I. DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

SOUTH '.VEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

<lJ

(2)

(3

(4

(5
(8

(7

(8
(9

(10

(11
(12
(13
(14

(15

(16

(17

(18

(!) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/6}

Task Force 74 ( ’’AUSTRALIA" «PHOENIX" "PATTERSON" "BAGLEY" 
"HENLEY51 "SELFRIDGE"} proceed from Palm Island to 
Dunk Island 6 /4 .

SC.748 (damaged) departed MiIre Baj 1300/5 for Port Moresby.
tea due 1200/6. (Note: SC.748 hit reef off East 
Cape. A/s dome smashed and hull damaged. Port 
propeller bent.)

"SUMNER* "SC .744" "3C .746" were due Port Moresby 5/4 from 
Beboyne Islands area.

"BROOKE" escorting "VAN SPILBERGEN" "HENRY D.THOREAU" was to 
depart Milne Bay a.m. 6/4 for Townsville.

ML.815 departed Thursday Island 1427/5 for Darwin.
"INVERELL'* escorting ’"ALAGNA" "KOOLIGA" departed Darwin 

0231/3 for Thursday Island ETA 0200/7.
"KURUMEA" departed Thursday Island 2228/5 for Townsville 

0700/8.
"LITHGG^" escorting Convoy TS21 ("PAINE WINGATE" "CHARON") 

to Brisbane.
"HELM” was to depart Palm Island 1700/5 for Moreton Bay.
"GEELDFG" was to~RV with Convoy TS22 ("DU'NTROOE" ."PRESIDENT

GRANT") vicinity of Sent Island at 0800/6 and escort 
to Bi*i s'D’&n©

"CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship) departed Townsville 16 32/4 for 
Brisbane 0300/7.

"PIRIE*' escorting Convoy TN65 (®AR00NA" "KEY PITMAN") to 
Port Moresby ETA 1600/6,

"BALLARAT" towing "ROCKLEA" to Port Moresby ETA 1600/7.
"IARREG0" escorting Convoy TN66 ("TAROONA") dep. Townsville 

0315/5 for HTHe Fay'lTA H O O /7 .
"VENDETTA" escorting Convoy TN67 (11 BON TEX OE" '’VAN KEEMSKERK" 

"BALIKPAPAIM") was to depart Townsville 1200/6 for 
Milne Bay ETA 1300/9.

YMS.9 YM3.49 YMS.50 departed. Townsville 1710/4 to carry out 
sweeping operations Whitsunday Passage returning 
Townsville I 000/ 8 ,

"SWAN"" departed Caloundra 0116/6 to RV with Convoy GP42
("JAMES COOK" "VAN HEUTSZ" "VAN S'JVOLL') at outer end 
searched channel and provide onward escort to 
Whitsunday passage.

6 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour?

Oro B ay 

Milne Bay

■ Warships Sc Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels -

• Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels;
Small Craft 

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. -
M€>rchant Vessels :

“GENERAL VERSPIJCX" "WANAKA" 
’"LADY I SO BEL" "WIST CACTUS" 

Small Craft
■ Warships & Aux. -
■ Warships & Au>:» ~

"S/AGGA"
"JANNSENS"
"&APUNDA" "HILO" 15 PT's 
"KARSIK" "HANYANG" "MAETSUYCKER" 
Approx 50 

"WHYALLA" HDML,1161 YP.280 
"ASPASIA NOMISCS" "MANGOLA"

"EDWARD R.SILL"

Thursday Is. 
Cairns

Approx 20
"ECHUCA” "LATROBE"
"GLENELG" "BOWEN" "PLATYPUS" 
10 PT’s (2 refitting)

- 1 -



X

\

X

Townsville - Warships & Aux. - nWARRAM'JNGA" "ARimTA" "Vv'AKREGO"
SC.749 ,rYUNMNn (ASIS) "AASE MASR3Kn 

Maryborough - Warships & Aux. - "KALGOORLIl"
Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - pGYMPIE* wSHE?PARTON” "3UNBURY”

*WARR BAH BOOLn "TULSA"1 'FULTON" "POTABG" (A .S .I .S  
YP. 233 Y ? .236 Y?,291 YMS.8 YMS.lO YMS.46 
IMS.47 YMS.48 YMS.70 3C.738 SC.740 
SC.745 SC,747 SC.750 PC.1119 PC.1121 
"BISHOPBALE-1 ^VICTORIA"

(Repairing, Trials etc) "GOULBURH** !,GLAD3T®En "FREMANTLE"
"KATOOMM'*

(c ) Proposed Movements:

(1) "ECHUCA'' escorting nBARALABAH to depart Thursday Island 
0700/6 for Merauke.

(Ii) E5ELT FORCES

(1) Vella Lavella-Western ??ew Georgia - A vessel was reported
In Vella Gulf” at HC00/4 , In the early hours 6/4 five vessels 
were sighted In Blackett Strait course 82° speed 12 knots.
On 51/3 a force of six vessels (probably all destroyers) 
proceeded to the Japanese bases in this area, and this 
further convoy indicates an intention on the part of the 
enemy to maintain end strengthen his bases in this area.
These two forces are the largest yet reported as having 
proceeded to the Vila-Stanmore Plantation area,

■’Wo report of shipping in the Shortland area on 5/4, 
is to hand, T»o reconnaissances 4/4 reported 14 vessels in 
the area,

(2) Solomons Aircraft - Photos 4/4 show -
Kahili - 51 fighters, 5 medium bombers, 4 dive-bombers
Faisi - 18 floatplanes
Ball ale - 6 fighters

(3) Russell Islands - Two unidentified, vessels were sighted 18 miles
of Mussel1 Islands at 2300/4. On night 3-4/4 enemy 

aircraft dropped tombs near the fighter strip on Ban ika Is,
(4) Lorengau - Three sailing vessels were sighted anchored off the

runway noon 5 /4 . Photos of the aerodrome reveal no change,
(5) Kavieng - Reconnaissance 1400/5 reveals -

1 cruiser (apparently beaghed at east tip Manu3 Is. ) 
1 cargo vessel (5,000 tons)
3 cargo vessels (2000 tons)

Total 5
Fifth Air Force appreciation of the attacks on shipping In 
the Kavieng area i/4-4/4 states that a total of 16-17 vessels 
were in the area comprising -

4 cargo vessels (incl. one possible s/P Tender) 
totalling 23-29,000 ton3

3 light cruisers (2 probably destroyers)
3 destroyers 
1 corvette

4 or 5 other warships and auxiliaries (incl. minimum one 
destroyer)

1 possible submarine 
One cruiser, and one other warship (cruiser or destroyer) 
were sunk, 1 destroyer was badly damaged or probably sunk and
3 destroyers, 2 cargo vessels (5-6,000 tons) and one hospital 
ship (6000 tons) damaged.

(6) Zun^en Point - 2 partially camouflaged barges were strafed 8
’miles east of Zungen Point afternoon 5/4*

(7) New Britain-New Guinea^ Aerodrome Intelligence - morning 5 /4 :
Gaamata - Zero * s , I camouflaged bomber were sighted on 

theaerodrome.
Cape Gloucester - 4 Zero's on the aerodrome were attacked 

with unobserved rs suits,
Madang - Photos reveal 33 completed revetments. The runway 

was serviceable but no aircraft visible.
(8) Finschhafen - A vessel, possibly a destroyer, was sighted

apparently beached 5 miles north of tile aerodrome afternoon 
5/4,
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2. NORTH WES’JERK AREA

(1) ASLIEP FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/6t

(1) "WILCAHNIA" escorting Ccnvc;? TD17 ("ISLANDER" "MULIAMA") 
departed Thursday Island 0732/3 for Darwin.

(2) "C ASTLEMAIHE" "BABINDA” were to depart Wyndham llOC/5 for 
Darwin.

(3) 6 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour;

Darwin - Warships & Aux,
Merchant Vessels! "DARVEL"

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

\ (1) Sekar Bay (McCluer Gulf) - 6 vessels were reported in Sekar 
Bay morning 5/4 including one of 4,000 tons, two of 1-2000 
tons^and 3 smaller vessels, possibly lighters. These ships 
wer^fettacked and near misses were scored.

(2) Kaimana - Two small ships were sighted at Kaimana noon 5 /4 .
The new runway at TJtarom (4 miles west of Kaimana) was 
reported to be developing.

(3) Koepang - One enemy vessel (4-5000 tons) was sighted stationary
half a mile off Koe»a*g-*arly a.m. 5/4*

3. SOUTH WESTERS AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At 3ea to 1200/5t

(1) "NEPAL" departed Fremantle 1000/4 ETA Port Phillip 1300/8,
(2) YP.286 YP.288 departed Sydney 1322/1 for Fremantle.

(b ) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE” ”TROUP” "TJSRK HIDDES"
"PELIAS" "ISABEL” "HORSHAM11 "DUBBO" "WALLAROO"
!l OT'JS"1 * CHILDS" "WHIPPOORWILL"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - MW.B.PRESTON" "LARK"

4. EASTERN & 50CTH53N AREA

(1) AILIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 1200/6?

(1) "MUGFORD5* dep. Caloundra 1726/4 to exercise with submarine
to seaward of Cape Moreton. On completion to 
proceed Sydney ETA 0700/6.

(2) "DELORAINE" "ABRAHAM CRIJNSSEN" escorting Convoy GP42 were
- ‘ - ''DMLORmE11

I
due Caloundra 0600/6. Onarrival 
"ABRAHAM CRIJNSSEN1* were to eacort Convoy PG42 
(3 MV) to Sydney.

3) "RUSSELL" departed Sydney 1033/4 for Noumea.
4) "SC .739" "S C .751" escorting 15 LCI (landing craft infantry)

en route Noumea to Sydney were due 0800/6,
(5) "LE TRIOMPHANT" escorting Convoy 0C85 departed Port Phillip

2207/5 to KV In Wilson’ s Promontory area with 
"STUART" "MILDURA ’ escorting Convoy C085.

(6) "VAN GALEN" departed Fremantle 1715/1. Was due Port Phillip
0600/6.

(7) "BENDIGO" "MORESBY" escorting Convoy PC84 (including "SPRINGDALE")
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(b ) In Harbour t

V
 Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "KANIMBLA* "BUNDABERG"

"TOWNSVILLE" " ROGEHAtt PTONn "YANDRA" "GOLD STAR11 
YDG.2 "MIZAR" *¥ANGANELIAh (Hospital Ship)

■btjngaree"
(Repairing) "HOBART” "RALPH TALBOT" "VAN H3EMSKERK"

"MANUNDA" (Hospital Ship) "ALHENA"
(On Reserve) "WE3TRALIA"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "QUIBERON" "H.T .ALLEN" " KANO OR A”
n DO OH BA” "KY31A"

(Repairing) "COLAC"

(c) Proposed Movementa:

(1) "LE TRIOMPHANT" to IV with H.T."KATOOMBA" in position 39°45*S
150°50*E at 1000/7 and escort to Sydney.

(2) "ROCKHAMPTON" "YANDRA*' escorting Convoy GP43 to depart Sydney
0600/7. To flV with Nswcastle section at 1200/7 and 
continue escort.

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) Ab Tanikoro - MACK10AC (AVP)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) LEANDER (CL) McCALLA SMITH

PARENHOLT LANSDOWNE WOODWORTH LARDFER TAYLOR GRAYSON | 
FLETCHER MANLEY HOPKINS TREVER (DD) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) 
THORNTON (AVD) ATHENE (APV) DIXIE (AD) FYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) 
AMERICAN LEGION (AP) ALCHIBA ALDEBARAN CELENO (AK)
SABINE NEOSEO PLATTE PATUXENT WHIPSTOCK (AO)
CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
COLUMBIA SM JUAN (CL) GRIBLEY CASE CUMMINGS COFYNOHAM 
READ MAHAN BUCHANAN FERKIl'S (DD) CHEVREUIL (Sloop)
ENG A DINE (APV) JAMESTOWN (PG) PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGOKEE (AG) 
WHITNEY (AD) JlcCAWLEY (AP) ALGO SAB MAJABA TALAKAUCA 
MERCURY TITANIA CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) THXON (APH 
PECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER ADROIT (Ai‘ )
HOLL.Y (YN) ARS.2 KIWI (a / s Vessd) SC. 739 SC.518

(4) At Norfolk Is. - SKYLARK (AM)
(5) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(6) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM)
(7) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PC-) BOfiCLIWK TTREO (AM) LOCUST

BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) MATAI MOA GALE TUI (A/S 
Vessel 3) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(8) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO !BB) 1ICHITA SAN FRANCISCO {CA)
CLEVELAND MONTPELLIER DENVER (CL) SANGAMON CHENANGO 
SUWANNEE (ACV) SAUFLEY AAR0f*i WARD EATON CONWAY WALLER 
RENSHAW PHILLIP LANG CONY (DD) BALLARD (AV) KANAWHA 
LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE NESCHBS (AO) BIGEL (AR) ROAMER 
PC.476 PC.477 P C . 479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(9) At Eandi - COPAHEE (ACV)
(10) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) ANTAiiES FOMALHAUT PINCKNEY (AK)

SOLACE (AH)
(11) At Wellington - TRACY {DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) MOUNT VERNON

CRESCENT CITY (A?) LIBRA . (AK)

H . NAVAL INCIDENTS

(1) Vella Lavella - The small well camouflaged vessel In Kokolope
Bay which was attacl^ed and heavily damaged 2/4 Is now reported 
to have sunk.

(2) Yaabel Island - Cdr. 3rd Fleet credits U .S . destroyer "O ’ BANNON"
with the destruction of an enemy submarine south of Ysabel Is, 
at 0230/5.

4



I I I .  ENEMY’ S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W .P.A .
particularly Central & Northern Solomons - North 
coast New Guinea - S.W. coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive activity from East Indies area
including further infiltration to the eastward 
along south coast Dutch New Guinea.

(3) Possible offensive activity in N.W, Pacific.

(4) Increased offensive submarine activity.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C . 
G .K .Q ., S .W .P .A .

6/4/43
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a p p e n d i x  

DAILY APPRECIATION - PACIFIC & IMSIAET- OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY.

3QUTH :V15T PACIFIC ARM 

EASTERN SECTIOK

Qn Cruiser 
8" Cruisers

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

Effective

(i) Allied Forces*

AUSTRALIA
PHOSffltX

AHtMTA 
WAKRAM0MGA 
LE TSIOMPHAST
se lf r ib g e

FaTTBRSDS? *
HELM
HEJCLEY
BAGLEY
MUGFQRD
VAN GALSM
RUS38LL
STUART
vamsfTA
;UIBUROS

Non-effective

Submarine Tenter 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Combat Loaded Transports 

Oilers

NASHVILLE
HOBART
van m m  m m .

RALPH TALBOT 
CRAVEN

albacorb )
AMEHSIUACIC}
GRAMPUS }
OR aITB ACX y 
GRCUP1R )
GBO’fLSR }
.PETO } 
^TRITON }

)DRUM
GaTO s
GRSiHLISG )
GUARDFI3H )
TUNA )
K. 9 at Sydney
FULTON
D0BB3H
TULSA
HILO
H.T.ALLKf?
MABOOBA
AASE yLATMSK
BlSffOPBALI
VICTORIA
KURUSIB A

On Patrol

WE8TRALIA

KANIMBLA

(on
reserve)

«

(ii) Enemy Forcess (fruic-Jalult-Blamarcks-
Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force) 
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet) 
CinC ©tii Fleet (Submarines)
5-6 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (V)
3 Converted a/C Carriers (XCV)

YAHATG
MUSASHI
MUTSU
nagato

KOKiO
nm m A
m m m s
zvmo
EJTMA

hayataka



V Effective Non-effective

3 A u x ilia r y  a/c Carriers (ACV)

4 ^  7 heavy cruisers (CA) MOGAMI (believed
sunk 14/11 

MYOKO (possibly
sunk 13-14/

5 Light cruisers (CL)

UIJYO 
CfflJYO 
RYUHO
AT AGO 
TAXAO 
a03A 
CHOKAI 
HMJORO 
TOSS 
TIXUMA 
JINTSB 
SENDAI 
KATORI 
KA3H3MA 
NAGARA

2 or 3 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
Approx. 25-30 Submarines (SS)
Approx. 38 Destroyers (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers CHIiCoE

AKITSUSHIMA

5-6 Converted s/P Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx. 50 Merchant Ships (over 3,000 teas)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, I 7 t / b
Approx* 485 shore-based aircraft incl. S04F, 156 M/B* 47 oE/B, 16 F/B 

45 F/P, 17 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

2. WESTERN SECTION

(j,» cruiser 
Flotilla Leader 
Destroyers

s/P Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Submarines

(i) Allied Foroes:

ADELAIDE
TROMP
TJERK HIDDES 
NEPAL
n\B. PRESTON
HERON
CHILDS
PEL IAS
GRAYLING
GRENADIER
GUDGEON
TAMBOR
TADTQG
TROUT
GAR
THRESHER
£.12

On Patrol

At Fremantle

)

Oiler

3. EAST INDIES * PHILIPPINES AREA

(i) Allied Forces:

7 submarines on patrol stations In China Sea or SSI alea (see above)

(ii) Eneav forces:

•  GiaC 1st, 2nd end 3rd Southwest ,l e e t S

1 heavy cruiser (CA)
6 light cruisers (CL)

1 issued Merchant Cruiser (XCL) 

Approx. 12 destroyers (DD)

A5H ig  ar a 
KASHII

KUMA
IStJZU
01
KITAGAMI

NATORI (damaged 
21/ 1)



fek. _ • Effective 
ApSwx 7 submarines (SS) -------
1 Seltolane Carrier (GTS)
Approx.* 245 shore-based aircraft incl* 11? F, 78

29 F/P IS transport

NOTORO
, 3 f/b*

aircraft

Non-effective

3 . SOUTH PACIFIC ARBA 

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a/C  Carriers

8 ” Cruisers

6f! Cruisers

5 ” Cruisers 

Destroyers

O .dtM iiL  PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

Converted a/ c Carrier 
Auxiliary A/C Carriers

8 f* Cruisers 

6M Cruisers

(i) Allied Forces:

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO
ENTERPRISE
SAKATliGA.
CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANEE
LOUISVILLE
SANFRANCISCO
WICHITA
HONOLULU
HELENA
ST. LOUIS
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN
50 (approx)

(i) Allied Forces:

NOKTE CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NSW MEXICO 
NEVADA 
LOMQ ISLAND
Nassau  
ALT MAH A 
COIAHEE
SALT L OCE CITY 
NE^ ORLEANS

RICHMOND
(ii) Enemy Forces

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

MINNEAPOLIS
PENSACOLA
PORTLAND

(Saipan-Bonins- 
Formosa-Japan)

CinC 1st Fleet .
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
4-6 Battleships (BB)

(See Truk area)

2 Aircraft Carriers (CV)

1 Auxiliary a/ c Carrier (ACV) 
g Heavy Cruisers (CA)

1 Light Cruiser (CL)
1-2 /\rm®d Merchant Cruisers (XCL) 
g Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

1-2 Converted s/P Tenders (SCVS)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA) 
Approx. 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx* 30 submarines (SS)

ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUC-A
SEOEAKU
HOSHO
OTAKA
KUMANO
SUZUYA
ABUKUMA

NISSHIN
KAMO I

- 3 «.



Effective Non-effective

SOUTHERN PACIFIC AREA

8'’bruiser 
6” Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

(i) Allied Forces:

INDIANAPOLIS 
DETRCIT 
RALEIGH

{i i ) Ena ly Forces; (N.Honshu-Kuriles-Aleutians)

CinC 5th Fleet 
Z heavy Cruisers (OA)

2 light cruisers (CL)

(E)

NACKI
1 unidentified
TAMA 
KISO

£• armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
Approx. 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx. 10 Submarines (SS)

SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

(i) Allied Forcesi

(F)

6 ” Cruisers

INDIAN OCEAN ARBA

CONCORD
TRENTON

(i) Allied forces:

Battleships WARSPRITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

Aircraft Carrier 3 ILLUSTRIOUS
Seaplane Carrier ALBATROSS

8 ” Cruiser DEVONSHIRE
7 .5 ” Cruisers HAWKINS

FROBISHER

6,f Cruisers MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
ARETHUSA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN

Armed Merchant Cruisers ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE
g h u ’ral

ranpura

RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

Approx. 27 destroyers 
Approx. 9 submarines

DURBAN
CARADOC

x Note: No recent intelligence.
Present location uncertain.

(ii) Enemy Forces: 

Approx. 2 submarines.

- 4 -



MOST SECRET

'DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

7fch April, 1S43

I . DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & 3KEMY NAVAL FORCES

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

ill
(3
(4

(5

(6

(7

(8

(9
(10

(11

(12

(13
(14

(15

(16

(17

(IB

(19

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/7:

SC,744 surveying Deboyne Islands area.
YP.280 was to depart Port Moresby 0600/7 for Milne Bay 

ETA 1600/8.
ML.815 departed Thursday Island 1427/5 for Darwin.
^IBVERELL11 escorting ’’ALAGNA" "KOOLIGA3 departed Darwin 

0231/3 for Thursday Island,was due 0200/7.
'’ECHUCA* escorting "BARALABA" departed Thursday Island 

0900/6 for Merauke.
"BROOME" escorting Convoy FC5 {"H.D.T10R1ATT "VAN SPILBERGEN") 

departed Milne Bay 0949/6 for Townsville ETA_1000/9.
"KURUMBA" departed Thursday Island 2228/5 for Townsville ETA 

Q700/8.
!,LITHG0W" escorting Convoy TS21 (’’PAINE WINGATE" ’’CHARON” ) 

to Brisbane.
’’HELM” was to depart Palm Island 1700/5 for Moreton Bay.
"GEELONG” escorting Convoy TS22 ("DUNTROON” ’’PRESIDENT GRANT") 

from vicinity Dent Island to Brisbane ETA 1414/8.
'’CENTAUR” (Hospital Ship) departed Townsville 1632/4 for 

Brisbane was due O6CO/7 .
YMS.ll YSS.51 YMS.52 YMS.53 VMS.71 "CHANTICLEER5’ (ASR)

en route Noumea to Brisbane- ETA Cape Moreton 0800/8.
"BAILARAT3 towing "RQCKLEA" to Port Moresby ETA 1600/7.
"WARREGO" escorting Convoy TE65 ("lAKOONA” ). dep. Townsville 

0315/5 for Milne Bay was due 1100/7.
11 VENDETTA'1 escorting Convoy TN67 ("BONTEKOE" WVAN HEEMSKERK” 

"BALIKPAPAN*r) dep. Townsville 12 40/6 for Milne Bay 
ETA 1300/9.

YMS.9 YM3.49 YMS.50 departed Townsville 1710/4 tc - carry out 
sweeping operations Whitsunday Passage returning 
Townsville 1000/8.

"SWAN" escorting Convoy GP42 ("JAMES COOK” "VAN IEEUTSZ’’
"VAN SWOLL") to '.-vh it Sunday Passage.

SC.750 escorting "DAVID BUSHNELL" was to depart Brisbane 
0800/7 northbound.

7 submarines on patrol.

(h)- In Harbour:

Oro Bay 

Kilne Bay

Port Moresby

- Warships & Aux. - "WAGGA"
Merchant Vessels : "JANSSENS"

- War Shi os & Aux. - "KAPUNDA” "HILO1 15 PT's 
Merchant Vessels: ”EA RSIK” "HANYANG” "KAETSUYCKER" 
Small Craft - Approx 50

- Warships & Aux. - "3HYALLA" "PIRIE” ’'SUMNER1*
SC.746 SC,748 EDML.1161

Merchant Vessels: "ASFASIA NCMIK03" "KANGOLA" 
"GENERAL VEKSPIJCK" "WANAKAn rEDWAED R.SILL" 
"LADYISOEEL* "WEST CACTUS” " ARGONA' "KEY 
PITMAN"

Small Craft - Approx 20
- Warships & Aux. - "IjATROBE"
- Warships & Aux. - "GLENELG” "BOWEN" "PLATYPUS"

9 PT's (2 refitting)
Townsville - Warships & Aux. - "WARRAMUNGA* "ARUNTA" SC.749

"YUNNAN" (A .S. 1.3) ’’AASE MAERSK" 1 PT

Thursday Is . 
Cairns



X

t

DUDK isxana  - v»ar snips &  b u s , - “iiUlS'i'KAiiiA • "i'ilOJifi l X ” "SJiLFRIDGE*
wPATTERSCHR "BAGLEY'* "EEKLEY”

Maryborough - Warshipa & Aux, - "FALGCOELIE”
Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "OYMPIE" "SEEPPARTON"

^WARRNAMEOOL" "TULSA” "PULTON11 "POYANG" (ASIS) 
Y P ,233 Y P ,236 YP.291 YKS.8 YMS.10 YMS.46 
YM3.47 YkS.48 YMS.70 3C.738 SC. 740 
SC,745 SC.747 PC.1119 PC.1121 "BISHOPDALE" 

"VICTORIA”
(Repairing, Trials etc) "GOULBERF” "GLADSTONE” "FREMANTLE" .

irHATOOMBA" "BUNBURY”

(c) Prooosed Movements:——  —...... . ■ ■ i... i-.- — — .—■

(1) SC.746 SC.748 escorting Convoy NTlO ( “EDWARD R.SILL"
"ASPASIA N0MIKO3'"T" to depart Port Moresby 1600/7 
for Townsville ETA OIOOAO.

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Solomons Aircraft - The only photos taken 5/4 show 17 fighters
and 5 bombers at Buka.

Photos a.m. 6/4 show - 
Kahili - 40 fighters, 5 medium bombers
Ballale - nil
Faisi - 11 floatplanes
Munda - nil
Vila - nil
Buka - 22 fighters, 4 medium bombers

(2) New Georgia - Further details of the five ship Vila convoy
‘ (reported yesterday’ s appreciation 6/4) are given in Naval 

Incidents.
Vila Plantation area was attacked a.m. 6/4 by 6 dive- 

bombers covered by 6 Lightnings.
(3) Short!ands - Reconnaissance a.m. 6/4 sighted one small cargo

ship and 2 small vessels in the Buin-Tonolei area. In 
addition, 4 destroyers w ere seen heading for Buin from the
S. w.

Kieta - Reconnaissance a.m. 6/4 sighted one small cargo vessel 
at Kieta with s^easi up.

(5) Rabaul - Reconnaissance 1115/6 reported having sighted approx­
imately 75 vessels in Rabaul Barbour. Photos covering only a 
small portion of the harbour area show 11 merchant vessels 
totalling 65,000 tons and one tanker (8000 tons).

Previous photos 25/3 covering the majority of shipping 
In the harbour 3howed 48 vessels Including 34 merchant vessels 
totalling approximately 145,000 tons,

Photos covering only part of Rapopo aerodrome show 28 
medium bombers and 3 fighters.

(6) Gasmata Area - Reconnaissarce 0825/6 sighted and unsuccessfully
attacked a 50 ft . camouflaged open boat off Montague Harbour 
(35 miles east of Gasmata).

C7) Lorengau - Reconnaissance 1115/6 sighted only one small dory 
type boat in the harbour.

Photos show work continuing on the runway and additional 
3tores in the wharf area.

(8) Wewak - Reconnaissance 0945/s made no Beport of any shipping.
(9) Saidor - Local reports 6/4 state that the enemy is using Singor

Anchorage (14 miles west of Saidor) for targes.
(10) Salamaua - The building area on the isthmus was attacked 0850- 

5910/5 by 7 B .2 5 's and 6 Bostons.
Two or three small boats or barges were seen on the 

shore near Kela Point,

2. NORTHWESTERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/7:

7 submarines on patrol.

— 2 **



\

(b ) In Harbour ;

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "WILCANNIA" "C ASTLEMAIKE"
Merchant Vessels: "DARVEL" “ ISLANDER” "HULIAMA"

"3ABINDA”

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Kaimana - PhotEgraphs neon 5/4 covering the whole atrip at
If t ar on (4 miles west of Kaimana) show that *> rk is in 
progress on a strip of 1600 x 100 yards*

(2) Kokas - Photos of the six vessels reported in Sekar Bay a.m.
(see yesterday’ s &ppreciatio96/4) show -

1 1,500 ton merchant vessel
2 500 ton merchant vessels or sea trucks
3 large lighters

Total /
(3) Aroe - Tanlmbar - Kai Islands - Reconnaissance about 1100/6

reported no shipping in the area.

3. SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/7s

(1) Y P .286 YP.238 departed Sydney 13 22/1 for Fremantle,

(b) In Harbour:

Premantle - Warships k Aux. - "ADELAIDE*1̂  ROMP" "TJERK HIDDES"
"PELIAS” “ISABEL” 11 HORSHAM11 "DUBBO" ’’WALLAROO" 
"OTUS" "CHILDS” "0HI?P00R?VILL "

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "W, B. PRESTON” "LARK”

4. EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/7s

(1) "DELORAINE” "ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN” escorting Convoy PG42 (3 UV)
departed Calopndra 0957/6 for Newcastle ETA 1500/8 
and Sydney ETA '1900/8,

(2) "BUNDABERG” sailing to RV with Convoy 0086 off Newcastle,
"MORESBY” "BENDIGO” to sail with Sydney section 
(including "BUNGAREE” ) and take over escort at RV 
off Sydney at 17C0/7.

(3) "NEPAL” departed Fremantle 1000/4 ETA Port Phillip 1300/8.
(4) "STUART” "MILDURA" escorting Convoy 0C85 to Port Kerabla,

Sydney and Newcastle.
(5) ™LE TRIOMPHAOT" was to RV with E. T .,fKAT00MBA" in position

39°45»S, 1 5C°5C *E at 1000/7 and escort to Sydney,
(6) "ROCKHAMPTON" "YANDRA” escorting Convoy GP43 were to depart

Sydney at 0600/7 and RV with Newcastle section at 
1200/7 and continue escort.

(7) YDG.2 en route Sydney to Brisbane,

(b ) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "RALPH TALBOT" "BENDIGO" "MORESBY
"TOWNSVILLE” "GOLD STAR” "MIZAR" "WANGANELLA" 
(Kceoital Ship)£B'JNGAREE SC,739 SC.751 
"SPRINGDALE” 13 LCI 

(Repairing) "HOBART” "HUGFORD" "VAN HEEMSBERK" "MANUMDA"
(Hospital Ship), "ALHENA"

(On Reserve) "WESTRALIA” "KHNIMBLA"

— 5 —



Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "QUIBERON* "VAN GALEN" 11I. T. ALLEN"
"MANOORA" "KYBRA"

(RepairingI "COLAC" "BOOMBA"

__________

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) LEARDER SAM DIEGC (CL)

MeCALLA SW ITIi PARES HOLT LANSBOTE WCOEWDRSH LARDNER 
TAYLOR GRAYSON MANLEY HOPKINS TREVER (DD) PREBLE 
BREESE (DM) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) THORNTON (AVD) ATHENE (APV 
DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) AMERICAS LEGION (AP)
ALCHIBA ALDEBARAN CELENO (AK) SABINE NEOSHO FLATTE 
PATUXENT WHIPSTOCK (AO) CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON IHDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (EB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN JTTAN (CL) GRIDLEY CASE CuMMINGS CONYNGBAM READ 
MAHAN BUCHANAN PEHKINS (DD) ENG ADI NE (AFV) JAMESTOWN (PG) 
PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGCNNE (AG) WHITNEY (AD) McCAWLEY (AP) 
ALGORAB MAJABA TAIAMANCA MERCURY TITANIA CASTOR (AK) 
SCHLLT WATERS (APD) TRY CM (APH) PECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO 
KINGFISHER ADROIT (AM) PAWNEE (AT) HOLLY (YN) ARD.2 
KIWI (A/S Vessel) SC.739 SC.518

(4) At Norfolk Is. - SKYLARK (AM)
(5) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(6) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM)
(7) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (AM) LOCUST

BUTTERNUT (YN) WAN DANK lYT) MATA I MOA GALE TUI (a/S  
Vessels ) ORTOLAN (ASR) KENOMINEE (AT) ERSE. I EE PESLPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(8) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) WICHITA SAN FRANCISCO
LOUISVILLE (CA) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND MONTPELLIER 
DENV3R (CL) SANGAMON CHENANGO SUWANNEE <ACV) SAUFLEY 
AARON WARD EATON CONWAY WALLER RENSHAT PHULIP LANG 
CONY (DD) BALLARD (AV) KANAWHA LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE 
HESCEES (AO) RIGEL (AR) R GAMES PC*476 PC.477 PC.479 
RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(9) At Nandi - COPAHEE (ACV)
(10) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) A NT ARES. FO&ALHAUT £IHCKNEY (AK)

SOLACE (AH)
(11) At Wellington - TRACY (DS) SHELDRAKE (AM) MOUNT VERNON

ORESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

X

U .  NAVAL INCIDENTS

New Georgia - At 0l00/6 , a Qat-allna spotted 5 ships in
B1 ackett Strait course B2C spesd IB knots, The composition 
was r»eport>e<34t the time to consist of 1 light cruiser, 3 
destroyers,, 2 cargo ships. A smcke screen was kept over 
the vessels for two houjs preventing bombing.

Contact was lost when the ships passed southwest 
through Fsrguson Passage and a dawn strike .of 6 dive-bcmbers 
covered by 6 Lightnings were unable to locate the convoy 
again.

Morning reconnaissance of Faisi saw 4 destroyers 
steaming at speed into Buin. These were no doubt pat if 
the force returning frcrn the Euin-Vila run.



I I I .  E NEI4Y ’ S PROBABLE HE XT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W .P .A .
particularly Central & Northern Solomons - North 
coast New Guinea - S.W.coast Dutch New Guinea - 
'Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Heavy air offensive against Southern Solomons and
possibly against New Guinea.

(3) Increased offensive submarine activity.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C . 
G .H .Q .. S.fl.tvBT

7/4/43
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A P P  I  N D  I I

^ TUTT.Y APPRECIATION *  PACIFIC k INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY.

A* SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

^  1 . EASTERN SECTION

8" Cruiser 
6 " Cruisers

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Combat Loaded Transports 

Oilers

Effective

(i) Allied Forces:

AUSTRALIA
PHOENIX

ARUNTA 
WAHRAJflJHGA 
LE TRIOMPHANT 
SELFRIDGE 
PATTERSON 
mera 
HENLEY 
BAGLEY 
RALPH TALBOT 
YAK GALEN 
NEPAL 
3TUART 
7KNDETTA 
£UIBERON 
AUBERJACX ) 
GRAMPUS 
GKAYBACK 
GROUPER ) 
GRÔ VLER ) 
TRITON ) 
ALBACORE ) 
DRUM )
GATO )
GHE’SNLING 
GUARDFISH } 
P3T0 )
TUNA )
K.9 at Sydney 
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO
H .T. ALLEN
aiANOORA
AASE MAER3K
BISHOPDALE
VICTORIA
EUHUMBA

Non-effeotive

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force) 
CinC 4 th. Fleet (Mandates Fleet) 
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
5-6 Battleships (BB)

1-2 Aircraft Carriers (CV)

NASHVILLE
HOBART
VAN HEEMSKERK

MUGFORD
CRAVEN

At Brisbane

On Patrol

WESTRALIA

KANIMBLA

(on 
reserve

(ii) In easy Forces (Truic-Jaluit-Bismarcks-
Soloaions)

YAUATO
MJ3ASHI
HUTSU
NAGATO
KOHGO
HARUNA
EU2KAKU
SHDKAKU (possibly Empire)



3 Converted a/ o Carriers (XCV) 

^ ^ 3  Auxiliary a/ o carriers (ACV) 

\ 7 Heavy Cruisers (CA)

5 Light Cruisers (CL)

2 or 3 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL) 
Approx. 25-30 Submarines (SS)
Approx, 38 Destroyers (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers

Effective
ZUIHO
HITAKA
HAYATAXA
lE-iYO
ohuyo

HYUHO
ATAGO
TAKAO
AOBA
0HOKAI
HAGUHO
TONE
TlfiUMA
JIKTSU
SEKDAI
EATORI
KASHIMA
NIAGARA

CHIT03E
AKITSUOHIMA

Won-effective

MOGAMI (believed 
sunk 14 /ll) 

MYOKO (possibly
sunk 13-lVll

5-0 Converted s / p  Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine tenders

I Apnrox. 50 Merchant Ships (over 3,000 tons)
\ Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB's, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 

Approx. 485 shore-based aircraft incl 204F, 156 M/B, 47 SE/B, 16 F/B 
45 f /P , 17 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

2. WESTERN SECTION

(i) Allied Forcesi

6!! Cruiser ADELAIDE
Flotilla Leader TED VP
Destroyers TJERK HIDDES

s/? Tenders W.B. PRESTON
HERON
CHILDS

Submarine Tender PEL IAS

Submarines GRAYLING )
GRENADIER )
GIT GEOS )
TAMBOR )
TAUTOG )
THRESHER )
TROUT )
GAR
K.12

On Patrol

At Fremantle
&.J.S 1

Oiler

3 . EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES AREA
— -------- (1) Allied Forces:

7 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or Mil area (see above)

(ii)  Enemy Forces:

CinC 1st* 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleets
1 heavy Cruiser (CA) A3HIGARA
6 light Cruisers (CL) KASHII

KIM A 
ISUZU
01
KITAGAMI

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
Approx. 12 destroyers (DD)

NATORI (damaged 
21/ 1 )



Effective Non-Effeetive

Approx, 7 submarines (3S)
J. Seaplane Carrier (CVS)
^pprox# 243 shore-based aircraft

NOTORO
incl. 117 F, 78 l /B , 3 f / b ,

29 F/j? 16 transport aircraft

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA- (i) Allied Forces:

Battleships INDIANA
WASHINGTON
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

Aircraft Carriers ENTERPRISE

Auxiliary a/ c Carriers
SARATOGA
CHENANGO
SANGAMON
suwiim

8 " Cruisers LOUISVILLE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA

6" Cruisers HONOLULU
HELENA
31, LOUIS
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER

S" Cruisers SaN DIEGO 
SAN JUAN

Destroyers 50 (approx)

0 . OE&TRAL PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

Converted a/ c Carrier 
Auxiliary A/c Carriers

SM Cruisers

6" Cruisers

(i) Allied Forces:

NORTH CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
HSF/ MEXICO
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND
NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
CQPAHEE
SALT LAKE CITY 
NEW ORLEANS

RICHMOND

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

MINNEAPOLIS
PENSACOLA
PORTLAND

OinC 1st Fleet
CinC 3rd Fleet {Aircraft Carriers)
4-5 Battleships (BB)

(See Truk area)

1-g Aircraft Carriers (CV)
1 Auxiliary a/c Carrier (ACV)
2 Heavy Cruisers (CA)

1 light Cruiser (CL)
1-2 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

1-2 Converted s/P Tenders (SCVS)
6 old Armoured Cruisers (OCA) 
Approx* 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx* 20 submarines (S3)

(ii) Enemy Forces (Saipan - Bonins-
Formosa - Japan)

ISE
FU30
YAfclASHlRQ
EYUGA
HOSHO
CTAKA
KtJMANO
SUZUYA
ABUKUMA

NISSHIN
KAMO I



D. 30PTHZM PACIFIC AREA

8 ” Cruiser 
6fl Cruisers

10 destroyers 
10 submarines

CinC 5th Fleet 
Z heavy Cruisers (CA)

3 light Cruisers (CL)

3 armed Merchant Cruisers 
Approx. 4 Destroyers (DD) 
Approx, 10 Submarines (SS)

E* SQTJTHSA- iTERi) PACIFIC ARB A

6" Cruisers

(XCL)

(1) Allied Forces:

INDIANAPOLIS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

Effective Non-effective

(ii) Enemy Forces: (N.Honshu-Kuriles*
Aleutians)

NACHI
1 unidentified 
TAMA 
KISO

(i) Allied Forces;

CONCORD 
TRENT OIT

F . INDIAN OCEAN AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 ” Cruiser 
7 ,5 ” Cruisers

6” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers

Approx. 27 destroyers 
Approx. 9 submar ines

(i) Allied Forces:

WARSPRITE 
RESOLUTION 
REVENGE 

x ILLUSTRIOUS 
ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE 
HAWKINS 
F:0BISHER
MAURITIUS DURBAN
GAMBIA CARADOC
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
ArETHUSA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
GAPET0WN
ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE
CHITRAL
RaHPURA
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

x Note: No recent intelligence.
Present location uncertain*

(ii) Eneay Forces:

Approx. 3 submarines*



y-'
MOST SECRET

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & IHDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

8th April, 1943

I . DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) AIL IED FORCES

(1
(2

(8

(4
(5

(6
(7

(8

(9

(10

(11

(12

(13

(14

(15

(a) At Sea to 1200/S:

SC.744 surveying Deboyne Islands area.
"PIRIE" escorting "KANAKA" departed Port Moresby 1805/7 

for Milne Bay ETA 1900/8.
"KAPUHDA" escorting "MAET3UY0KER" "NOORA1 departed Milne Bay 

1224/7 for Oro Bay ETA 1500/8.
YP.280 departed Port Moresby 0651/7 for Milne Bay ETA 1600/8.
"YrfHYALLA" escorting "SUMNER" to China Strait departed Port

Moresby 1035/7. "SUMNER” for survey ground. " ’THYALLA" 
to proceed Milne Bay ETA 1300/8.

"BROOME" escorting Convoy FC5 ("H.D.THOREATJ" "VAN 3PILBERGEN ) 
departed Milne Bay 0949/6 for Townsville ij;TA 1000/9,

SC. 746 SC. 748 escorting Convoy NT10 ( "EDWARD R . SILL'1 "ASPASIA 
NOMIKOS") dep. Port Moresby 1600/7 for Townsville ETA
cioo/io.

"KURUMBA" departed Thursday Island 2228/5 for Townsville was 
due 0700/8.

YMS.ll YMS.51 YMS.52 YISS.53 YMS.71 "CHANTICLEER" (ASR) en 
route Noumea to Brisbane ETA Cape Moreton 0800/8.

"WARRAMUNGA" escorting Convoy TN68 ("JOSEPH HOLT" "GEORGE
# .McCRARY") was to depart Townsville 0500/8 for Port 
Moresby 0900/10.

"VENDETTA" escorting Convoy TN67 ("BONTEKOE'*. "VAN HEEMSK3RK" 
"BALIKPAPAN" 3 dec. flownaville 1240/6 for Milne Bay 
ETA 1300/9.

YMS.9 , YMS.49 YMS.50 departed Townsville 1710/4 to carry out 
sweeping operations Whitsunday Passagejwere to return 
Townsville 1 0 0 0 /s .

"SWAN" escorting Convoy GP42 ("JAMES COOK" "VAN HEITTSZ"
"VAN S;V0LL") to Whitsunday Passage.

SC.7EO escorting ,$DAVID BUSHKELL" dep. Caloundra 1225/7 for 
Townsville ETA 12G0/l0.

7 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour:

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "WARREGO" "WAGGA15 "HILO" 15 PT»s
Merchant Vessels i "KARSIE" "HANYANGB "TAROONA"
Small Craft - Approx 50

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - "BALLARAT" HDML.1161
Merchant Vessels; "MANGOLA" "GENERAL VERSPIJCK" 

"LADY ISOBEL" "WEST CACTUS" "AROONA"
"KEY PITMAN"

Small Craft - Approx 20
- Warshios & Aux. - "LATROBE" "IKVERELL"
- Warships & Aux. - "GLENELG" "B0V?EN" ’’PLATYPUS"

10 PT’ s (2 refitting)
- Warships & Aux. - "ARUNTA" SC.749 "YUNNAN " (ASIS)

"AASE MAERSK"
- warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "PHOENIX" "SELFRIDGE" 

"PATTERSON" "BAGLEY" "HENLEY"
- ,arships & Aux. - "KALGOORLIE"
- Warships & Aux. - "HELM" "GYMPIS" "WARRNAMBOOL"

" TULSA" "FULTON" "POYANG" (ASIS) YP.233
YF. 236 YP. 291 YMS.3 YM3.10 YMS,46 YMS.47 
YMS.48 YMS. 70 SC.738 SC.740 SC.745 
SC, 747 PC.1119 PC.1121 "BI3H0PDALE"

Thursday Is . 
Cairns

Townsville

Dunk Island

Maryborough
Brisbane

-  1



Brisbane (Contd) Warships & Aux,
"VICTORIA* "CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship)

(Repairing, Trials etc) "GOULBl'RN" "GLADSTONE* "FREMANTLE"
"EATOOMBA" "BUNBURY" "LITHGGH"

(c) Proposed Movements:

HDML.1074 to depart Brisbane a.m. 9/4 for Tcwnsville and onward
routeing to Port Moresby.

(ii) ENEMY FORGES

Solomons Aircraft - Photos a.m. 7/4 show the following aircraft -
“  Kahili - 114 fighters, 5 med.bombers, 1 four-engined

aircraft (100 ft . span).
Ballale - 95 fighters, one medium bomber
Buka - 37 fighters, 6 medium bombers
Faisi - 6 floatplanes
Vila and Munda were not covered.

The above photos show a total of 246 fighters in the area but 
identification of aircraft was not positive and it is possible 
that; single-engine bombers were included amongst the fighters, 

Buka reported that at 1226 48 aircraft were heading 3E 
and at 1235 another 50 aircraft,all reported as Zero’ s, It 
would appear that these aircraft were headed directly on a 
£ trike mission (see Tulagi-Guadalcanal blow).

Photographs 1715/7 show - 
Kahili - 50 fighters, 5 bombers
Ballale - 25fighters, 1 bomber
paisi - 25 floatplanes

In view of the reduced figures it would appear likely that 
another operation was in progress at about this time,

) Guadalcanal - During the evening 6/4 3 enemy aircraft were over 
Guadalcanal, Bombs were dropped but no casualties inflicted 
and only slight damage in Lunga bivouac area,

) T u l a gi-Guadalcanal - A strong enemy air strike of 50 bombers and 
IB IT?Sters (see Solomons Aircraft above) attacked our shipping 
at Tulagi and Koli Point at 1440/7. 67 of our fighters inter­
cepted and preliminary reports indicate, that 21 Zero's and 5 
dive-bomber3 plus oneother unidentified/were destroyed. Seven 
of our fighters are missing. No report of damage to our shipping 
has been received, .

) Rekata Bay - Ships were seen arriving at Rekata Bay at 0345/?.
’Tne vessels departed towards the we3t shortly before daylight.

At 0 555/7 2 destroyers were sighted north of Manning 
Strait on a westerly course and at 1020 2 destroyers, presumably 
the same units, were sighted approaching the Buin base throu^i 
Bougainville Strait,

Rekata Bey was attacked at 1215/7 by 6 torpedo bombers 
and 6 dive-bombers covered by 12 Grummans. One four-engined 
Plying Boat was seen to be destroyed by a direct hit,

) New Georgia - Ships lights aere seen off Irlnglla Mission (N.W, 
coast Veils Lavella) during the night 6-7/4 probably at 
2139 /e . The lights may have been from small craft coming 
ashore.

Vila bivouac and strip area were attacked 0615/7 by
4 dive-bombers, 4 torpedo bombers covered by 11 fighters,

I Shortlands - Reconnaissance 1020/7 reported in the Buin-Faisi
area -

1 light cruiser
4 destroyers
2 cargo vessels (ore large, one 3mall)

Total __7
In addition, a sunken cargo vessel was seen close in-shore^ 
and the 2 destroyers approaching through Bougainville Strait 
probably returning from the Rekata Bay -fission.

At 1830/7 a merchant vessel accompanied by a corvette 
departed Paisi towards the SE. At 1910 the merchant vessels 
was proceeding on her course while the corvette returned to 
Faisi. It is thought that this merchant vessel is probably 
bound for New Georgia at the southern end of Eula Gulf near 
Vila Plantation.



At 1244/6 a 3ingle destroyer was sighted approximately 
80 miles west of Buin on course 327° probably returning to 
Ra’oaul from Buin. Bombs were drooped but no damage apparently 
inflicted,

Eayleng - Reconnaissance reported one probable cargo vessel 
apparently beached in Kavieng Harbour in addition to 3 small 
boats. 3 Zero’ s were seen taking off from the aerodrome.

A 3 ship convoy reported to include one destroyer and
2 medium sized cargo vessels was sighted shortly afterwards 
approximately 17 miles WHW Kavieng course 320° speed 12 knots. 
The convoy was strafed and shadowed until 1500/7 when it was 
in a position 65 miles KW of Kavieng course 300° speed 10 
knots,

Cape Gloucester - Reconnaissance 1530/7 reported 3 camouflaged 
Sero*s concealed near the runway which was bombed and strafed, 

^ewak - Reconnaissance 1215/7 sighted 2 cargo vessels (3-5,000 
tons each) and three 500 ton vessels. In addition several 
motor launches were seen in the Mushu-Karsau Is. area off 
Wewak.

Possible stores concentrations were seen at the Sepik 
River Mouth,

Madang - 2 unidentified type aircraft, probably medium bombers, 
i?ere sighted on Madang aerodrome by reconnaissance 0812/7, 

Saidor - The coastal area from Mur [5 miles SE Saidor) to 
Singor (14 miles S.W. Saidor) was bombed and strafed 0820- 
0925/7 by 6 3 .2 5 ’ s.

Milne Bay - An enemy submarine was reported 2152/6 off Kana 
Kopo Point (9 miles north of Sama^ai).

Osprey Reef - A3V indications of a possible enetr.y submarine were 
obtained 1045/6 approximately 100 miles NE of Osprey Reef,

Gulf of Carpentaria - There ha^e been reports since l /4  of
possible eneary submarine activity off-shore on thewe3t coast 
Cape York Peninsula in the Aurukun-MItchell River area.

2. NORTH WESTERN ARCA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to I20p /6 :

1) HDML.815 departed Thursday Island 1427/5 for Darwin.
2) 6 suitiarines on patrol,

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - ’'CTLCANNIA" "CASTLEMAIKE”
Merchant Vessels: l!DARV£L" "ISLANDER" "MULIAMA"

nBABirrDAH
Merauke - Warships & Aux. - "ECHUCA"

Merchant Vessels: "BARALABA”

(ii) EHB63Y FORCES

(1) McCluer Gulf - Babo was attacked sib out 1600/7 by 4 Liberators 
and another attacked Fak Fak.

(2) Aroe-Tanlmbar la. - Reconnaissance a.m. 7 /4  sighted nil shipping 
in Aroe - Tm imbar Islands area.

3 , SOUTH iESTERN AREA

fi) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/8:

(1) Y P .286 Y P ,288 departed Sydney 1322/l for Fremantle.

X

(7)

(3)

(9)

( 1 0 )

(11)

(12)

(13)

(14)



(b) In Harbour :

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE* ?TROM?" ‘‘'TJERK HIDDES"
*PELIAS" 9ISABEL'1 ’’HORSHAM** "DUBBO” "WALLAROO” 
"OTUS* "CHILDS’’ " tsfflIPPOOR$ILL**

Exsiouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "W .3, PRESTON" "LARK**

4. EASTERN gc SOUTHERN AREA

(!)  AlLIED FORCES

(a ) Sea to 1200/ 81

(1) "GEELONG" escorting Convoy TS22 ("DUHTROON" "PRESIDENT1 GRAET")
froe vicinity Dar.'z Island. "SHE? PART ON" escorting 
"CHARON" departed Caloundra 0356/8 to RV at outer 
end of swept channel and provide onward escort to

(2) "DELOKAIEE,, "ASRAEAM CRIJNSSEH" escorting; Convoy PG42 (3 W?)
were due Newcastle O600/8 and S;/dne y 1100/ 8 ,

(3) "BENDIGO9 ®MORESBY* escorting Convey C086 {including SBUNGAKEE").
(4) "RALPH TALBOT” departed Sydngy 1C&7/7 to RV with "MORMACSEA" in

position 27 S 160 07 *E at 1600/9 and escort to Brisbane.
(5) "NEPAL" was due Port Phillip 0900/8 from Fremantle,
(6) "STUART" "MILDURA* escorting Convoy 0C85 to Port Kembla, Sydney

and Newcastle.
(7) "LE TRI0MP1ANT" was to RV with "H .T . "KATOOHBA* in position

39°45 , S? 150°5C *E at lOGO/7 ana eseort to Sydney.
(8) "VAN GALEN" escorting nHEIRY T.ALLEN" was to depart Port Phillip

1100/8 for Sydney.
(9) "ROCKHAMFFON" "YAKDEA* escorting Convoy GP43 (7 MV) ETA Caloundra

0400/10.
(10) YDG»2 en route Sydney to Brisbane,

(b) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "3UNDABIRG9 "TOWNSVILLE" "MIZAR"
"GOLD STAR" "WANGANELLA" (Hospital Ship)
SC.739 SC,751 13 DCI 

(Repairing) "HOBART" "MUGFORD" "VAN HEEMSKERK" "MANUHDA"
(Hospital Ship), "ALHENA"

(On Reserve) "WSSTRALIA" "KA'IMBIA"
Melbourne - Warships 5c Aux, - "QUIBERON" "MANOORA" "KYBRA"

(Repairing) "COLAC" "DOOMSA"

B, SOUTH PACIFIC ARM

(ii ALLIED FORCES

(II At Vanikoro - MACKINAC <A?P)
At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) LEANDER SAN DIEGO (CL)

McCALLA FARENHOLT LANSDO^NE WOODWORTH LARDNER TAYLOR 
GRAYSON Ma NLEY HOPKINS TRE7SR (DD) PREBLE BREESE (DM)

• CURTIS3 TANGIER U y ) THORNTON (AVD) ATHENE (AFV) DIXIE (AD) 
PYP.0 (AS) VESTAL (AR) AMERICAN LEGION (AP) ALC5EBA ALDBBARAK 
CSLENO (AK) SABINE NEOSHO PLATTE PATUXENT WfUPSTOCK (AO) 
CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - READ BUCHANAN (DD) ENGADXNB (APV) JAMESTOWN (PG)
PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AG) WHITNEY (AD) McCAWLEY (AP) 
ALC-ORAB MAJA3A IALAMANCA MERCURY TITANIA CASTOR (AK) 
SCHLEY WATERS (APD) TRYON (APH) PECOS 3UAMIC0 CIMARRON (AO) 
KINGFISHER ADROIT (AM) PAWNEE (AT) HOLLY (YN) AKB,2 
KIWI (A/S Vessel) SC.739 SC.518

(4) At Norfolk Is , - SKYLARK (AM)
(5) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(6) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM)
(7) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VXREO (AM) LOCUST

BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANX (YT.) MATA I MOA GALE TUI (a/ s 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (A3R) MENOMINEE (AT) 2RSKINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

- 4 -



(8) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) WICHITA SAN FRANCISCO
£ LOUISVILLE (CA) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND MONTPELLIER DENVER(CL)
H SANGAMON CHENANGO SWAN NEE (ACV) SAUFL3Y AARON WARD

EATON CONWAY WALLER REN SHAW PHILLIP LANG CONY (DD) 
BALLARD (AV) KANAWHA LACKAWANNA KANAKAKEE NESCHES (AO)

/os .x «, RIGEL SOAMEH PC*476 PC.477 PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK(AOG)
(9) At Nandi - C0PAH3E (ACV)

(10) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) AN TARES POMALHAUT PINCKNEY (AK)
SOLACE (AE)

(11) At Wellington - TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) MOUNT VERNON
CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

I I . NAVAL INCIDENTS

N I L.

H I .  ENEMY*8 PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W. P.A.
particularly Central & Northern Solomons - North 
coast New Guinea - S.W. coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Heavy air offensive against Southern Solomons and
possibly against Ne-w Guinea.

(3) Increased offensive submarine activity.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .

8/ 4/43



A P P E N D I X  

DAILY APPRECIATION-PSCIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

A. SOUTH WEST PACIFIC ARM

1, EASTERN SECT I OH

SM Cruiser 
6" Cruiser3

Plotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Effective

(i ) Allied go roes;

AUSTRALIA
PHOENIX

Non-effective

NASHVILLE
HOBART
VAN HEEMSKERK

Submarines

ARUNTA 
WARRAMUNGA 
LE TRIGMPRANT 
SELFRIDGE 
PATTERSON 
EMM 
HENLEY 
■BAGLEY 
RALPH TALBOT 
YAM GALEN 
NEPAL 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
QUIBER5JN 
AMBER J dC K )
GRAMPUS )
GRAYBARK ) ̂  Brisbane
GROUPER 
GROWLER 
TRITON 
ALBACORE 
DRUM

MUGFORD
CRAVEN

CATO

Submerine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Combat Loaded Transports 

^Oilers

GREENIICG 
GUARDPISE 
PE TO 
TUNA 
K*9
PULTON
D03BIN
TULSA
EILO
H.T. ALLEN
MAJJOORA
AASE MAERSK
BISHOPCALE
KURUMBA
VICTORIA

On Patrol

At Sydney

WESTRALIA (On Reserve)
KANIMBLA

(ii) Enemy Forces; (Truk-Jaluit-BIsmarcks-Solomons)

CinC
CinC
CinC
CinC
CinC
5-6

Combined Fleet 
2nd. Fleet (Striking Force) 
3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers 
4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet) 
6th Flee t ( Submar ines ) 

Battleships (BB)

1-2 Aircraft Carriers (CV)

3 Converted A/C Carriers (XCV)

3 Auxiliary A/C Carriers (ACV)

YAMATO
MUSA SHI
MUTSU
KAGATO
KONGO
KAHUNA
SUIKAKU
SHOKAKU (nossibly Empire)
ZUIHO
HITAKA
HAYATAKA
UNYO
CHUYO
RYUHO

- 1 -



Effective Non-effective

7 'Heavy Cruisers (CA)

5 Light Cruisers (CL)

2 or 3 Armed Merchant Cruisers 
Approx 25-30 Subna rines (3d) 
Approx 38 Destroyers (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers

ATAGO 
TAMO 
AO BA 
CEOEAI 
HAGEUHO 
TONE 
TIKUMA 
JIFTS0 
3SFDAI 
KATORI 
KAS3IMA 
NAG A HA 

(XCL)

MOGAMI (bel.sunk 1 4 /l l ) 
MYOKO (po3s.sunkl3-14/l

CEEFOSE 
AKITSU3HIMA 

5-6 Converted s/p Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Slips (over 3,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB’ s , Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 485 shore-based aircraft incl, 204 P, 156 M/B, 47 3E/B, 16 F/B, 

45 p / p , 17 Obsn, or transport aircraft.

WESTERN SECTION

(i) Allied Forces

6" Cruiser AD3LA IDE
Flotilla Leader TROW?
Destroyer TJERK ETDDES
s/P Tenders W.E. PRESTON

HEKOR
CHILDS

Submarine Tender PELIA3
Submarines GRAYLING ) 

G3ENADIER ) 
Tf&EOR ) 
TA'JIOG ) 
THRESHER ) 
TROUT ) 
OAR ) 
GUDGEON )
K. 12 )

On Patrol

At Fremantle

3. EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES AREA

(I) Allied Forces:

6 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see above)

(i i ) Enemy Forces;

CinC’ s 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleets 
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASHIGARA
6 light cruisers (CL) K&3HII

EUMA 
I3USU 
01
£ IT AG AM I

NATOS I (damaged 2L/l)

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
Approx 12 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (CVS) N0T0R0
Approx 243 shore-based aircraft inel. 117 F, 78 M/B 3 F/B, 29 F/P 

16 transport aircraft.



B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

Battleships

craft Carriers 

Auxiliary a/ c Carriers

8" Cruisers

o’* Cruisers

5” Cruisers 

^^Dastrojers

C. CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA

Battle ships

Converted. A/c Carrier 
Auxiliary a/c Carriers

(1) Allied Forces:

INDIANA 
WASt I NOT ON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MARYLAND 
COLORADO 
ENTERPRISE
S ARATOGA 
CHENANGO 
SANGAMON 

. SOTAKNEE 
LOUISVILLE 
SAN P RANCISCO 
WICHITA 
HONOLULU 
HELENA 
ST. LOUIS 
COLUMBIA 
CLSVELAS© 
MONTPELLIER 
DEBATER 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN JUAN 
50 (approx)

(i) Allied Forces;

0" Cruisers

e" Cruisers

NORTH CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
NEW MEXICO
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND
NASSAU
ALTAI,A HA
COPAHEE
SALT LAKE CITY
NEW ORLEANS

CinC it Pie et
4-6 Battleships (BB)

RICHMOND

(ii) Enemy Forces:

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

MINNEAPOLIS
PENSACOLA
PORTLAND

(Saipan-Bonins-Formosa-Japan)

ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO 
HYUGA 
HOSHO 
OTAXA 
KIMANO 
SUZUYA 
ABUKUMA 

(XCL)
NISSHIN 
KAMO I

1-2 Converted s/p Tenders (XCVS)
€ Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 16 destroyers (D$
Approx 30 submarines (SS)

1-2 Aircraft Carriers (CV)
1 Auxiliary A/C Carrier (ACV)
2 Heavy Cruisers (CA)

1 Light Cruiser (CL)
1-2 Armed Merchant Cruisers
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)
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D. SORT HERN PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

(I) Allied Foresa;

8" Cruiser 
6" Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarine s

fcinC 5th Fleet 
2 heavy c ruisers (CA)

2 light cruisers (CL)

3 Armed Merchant Cruisers(XCL) 
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD) 
Approx 10 Subna rine3 (SS)

INDIANA? OLIS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

(ii) Enemy Forces? (N*Honshu-

BACH I
1 unidentified
TAMA 
El SO

E. SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

6*' Cruisers 

F^INDIAN OCEAN AREA 

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 n Cruiser 
7 .5 h Cruisers

(i) Allied Forces;

CONCORD
TRENTON

6” Cruisers

Armed Merchm t Cruisers

Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

(i ) Allied Forces:

WARSPITE 
RESOLUTION 
REVENGE 

x ILLUSTRIOUS 
ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE 
HAWKINS 
FROBISHER 
MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
ARETHU3A 
CERES 
DAUNTLESS 
CAPETOWN 
ALA UNI A 
CARTHAGE 
GHITRAL 

RANPTJRA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE 

n No r ecent intelligence,

( i i ) Energy Forces;

Approx 3 Submarines,

Kuriles-Aleutians)

DURBAN
CARADOC

Present location 
uncertain



MOST SECRET

J1A3LY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

9th April, 1943

I , DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & EFBMY NAVAL FORCES 

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Qo/9:

(1) "BALLARAT” towing "ROCKLEA" departed Port Moresby 0816/6
for Milne Bay p.m. 10/4,

(2) "SUMNER" ,9SC*744" on survey duty vicinity Deboyne Islands.
(3) "WARREGO" escorting "TAROONA" departed Milne Bay 0413/8 for

Townsville ETA 0600/l0.
(4) "BROOME" escorting Convoy FC5 ("H.D.THOREAU" "VAN SPILEERGEN )

departed Milne Bay 0949/6 for Townsville was due 
lobo/9.

(5) SC.746 SC .748 escorting Convoy NT10 ("EDWARD R.SILL" ’ASPA3IA
WOMIKOS") dep. Port Moresby 1600/7 for Tomsville ETA
OIOO/IO* . .

(6) "KBRUMBA" departed Townsville 256/8 for Brisbane ETA 2030/11*
(7) "KALC-OOHLIE" en route Maryborough to Brisbane ETA 1830/9*
(8) "SWAN" returning Brisbane after escort duty to Whitsunday

passage.
(9) "WARRAMUN3A" escorting Convoy TN68 ("JOSEPH HOLT" "GEORGE

W.McCRARY") dep. Townsville 0500/8 for Port Moresby 
ETA 1000/10.

(10) "VENDETTA" escorting Convoy TN57 ("BONTEKOjs^ 'VAN HEEMSKERK
"BALIKPAPAN") dep. Townsville 12 40/6 for Milne Bay 
ETA 1300/9#

(11) YMS.9 YMS.49 YMS,50 departed Townsville 1710/4 to carry out
sweeping operations Whitsunday Passage; were to return 
Townsville 1000/S.

(J.2) SC,749 departed Townsville 1432/8 for Deboyne Island ETA 0600/11*
(13) 3C.750 escorting "DAVID BUSHNELL" dep. Caloundra 1225/7 for

Townsville ETA 1200/l0.
(14) "CENTAUR* (Hospital Ship) dep. Brisbane 1248/8 for Port

Moresby ETA 2359/12.
(15) HDML.1074 was to depart Brisbane a.m. 9/4 for Townsville

and onward routeing to Port Moresby*
(16 ) 7 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour:

Oro Bay

Milne Bay

Port Moresby

Thursday Is . 
Cairns

Townsville

Dunk Island

Brisbane

- Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels:

- Warships & Aux. -

Merchant Vessels: 
Small Craft

- Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels:

"KAPUNDA"
"MAETSUTCKER" "NOORA
"PIRIE" ’’"HYALLA" "WAGGA" YP.260
"HILO" 15 PT*s
"KARSIK" "HANYANG" "WANAKA"
Approx 50 
HDML.1161 

"MANGOLA" "GENERAL VERSPIJCK"
:;,WEST CACTUS" "AROONA" !,KEY PITMAN"

Approx £C
- "LATR03E"INVERELL"
- "GLENELG* "BOWEN" " PLATYPUS"

10 PT’s (2 refitting)
- "ARUNTA" FYUNNAN" (A .S .I .S )

"AASE MAERSK"
- "AUSTRALIA" "PHOENIX" "SELFRIDGE" 

"PATTERSON® "BAGLEY" "HENLEY"
- Warships * Aux. - "HELM" "GYMPIE" "GEELONG" "TULSA 

"FULTON" "POTANG" (ASIS) YP.233 YP.236 YP.29- 
YMS *10 YMS. 11 YMS. 46 YMS. 47 YMS. 48 YMS. 51 
YMS, 52 YI^S.53 YMS. 70 YMS. 71 SC. 738 SC. 740 
SC. 745 SC.747 PC.1119 PC.1121 "CHANTICLEER"

-  1 -

Small Craft
- Warships & Aux.
- Warships & Aux.

— Warships & Aux.

- Warships & Aux.



1 sunk in 
, local sources

Brisbane (Contd) T/arshios & ftux,
"BI3H0PDALE" ’'VICTORIA1

>  (Repairing, Trials Etc) - "GOTJLBTJRN" "GLADSTONE 3 "FREMANTLE"
"EATOOMM* "BUNBURY" nL ITHG0W"

(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) "BOWEN" to depart Cairn3 so as to RV at; 0700/10 with Convoy
TN69 ("TJLOOLOO'’ "CITY OF FORT W  RTH" "STAGEN^ which 
were to depart Townsville 1200/9) off Fitzroy Island 
and escort bo Port Moresby ETA I600/i2*

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Solomons Aircraft - Photos a.m. 6/4 snowed at Buka 49 fighters
of which 41 are possibly being refuelled and 6 medium bombers. 
Other aerodromes were not covered owing to bad weather.

The only other significant report is of numerous enemy 
aircraft, described as Zero’ s, flyi&g on various courses seen 
by a dawn reconnaissance south of New Georgia Group,

It would appear that weather interfered with air 
operations.

(2) New Georgia - Further to the report of the vesse
Kokolopi Bay (N .I. coast Veila Lave11a) on 2/4 
now state that the vessel was carrying fuel and food and only 
a small amount was salvaged. Approximately 80 men were killed.

(3) Shortlands - Bad weather interfered with reconnaissance 8/4 but
during the early hours 2 Fortresses and 12 torpedo bombers 
bombed Kahili. 6 torpedo bombers are missing.

(4) Hamatanal - Reconnaissance 1350/8 reported the strip overgrown
and apparently unserviceable.

At the same time a 5,000 ton cargo vessel was si ghted 
off a jetty probably at Namatanai although the position given 
places It on the S.W* coast opposite Namatanai,

(5) Kayieng - Phfcos 1300/? show IS medium bombers and 10 fighters,
all serviceable, on Kavieng aerodrome*

Reconnaissance 1250/8 reported one cargo vessel in the 
vicinity of Byron Strait but no other shipping in the immediate 
vicinity of Kavieng,

At the saete time a five ship convoy comprising: - 
1 light cruiser
1 destroyer
2 transports
1 cargo vessel

was sighted 15 miles north of Ysabel Passage course 350°.
The same reconnaissance reported that vhe Kavieng - 

Namatanai road appeared in good condition with evidence of 
heavy use.

(6) Wewak - Photos 1325/3 show in Wewak Harbour -
1 destroyer
2 1 ,000  ton tanker type merchant vessels 
1 400 ton coaster

33 barges
It is recalled that reconnaissance 7/4 reported two

3-5,000 ton cargo vessels and three 500 ton cargo vessels in 
the area,

(7) Gulf of Carpentaria - Reports continue concerning possible enemy
activity on the west cOast of Cape York Peninsula in the 
Aurukun - Mitchell River area, investigations are in progress.

2, NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 1200/9:

(1) "//ILCANNIA" escorting "DARVEL" "BABINDA" "ISLANDER" departed
Darwin 03 35/8 for Thursday Island ETA 193o/ll*

(2) 5 submarines on patrol.

- 2 -



(b ) In Sarbou r i

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "CA3TLEMAINE" ML.815
~ Merchant Vessels s "MILIAMA”

Merauke - Warships & Aux. - "ECHUCA"
Merchant Vessels: "BAR ALA BA'1

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Kaukenau - 12 barges and a motor patrol vessel were seen by
reconnaissance 1030/s approximately 20 miles west of Kaukenau 
on course 100°. The vessels were bombed and strafed: the 
patrol vessel and 3 barges were set on fire and the remaining 
barges-damaged. A motor truck and other equipment sere seen 
on the barges. A motor truck was also seen on Timika Strip,

(2) Aroe-Tanimbar-Sal Islands - Reconnaissance p.m. 8/4 reported no
shipping sighted in this area except for 6 luggers 3 .E . of 
Aroe Islands and 7 prauws on the east coast,

(3) Timor - Reconnaissance a.m. 8/3 sighted one probable merchant
vessels (4-5000 tons) stationary in Koepang Bay, A few small 
craft were also seen there.

3. SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES 

At 3ea to 1200/9:

(1) Y P .286 T P ,288 departed Sydney 1322/1 for Fremantle.

(b ) In Harbour;

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - ’’ADELAIDE" "TR0M?” ”TJERK HIDDES”
"PEL IAS" "ISABEL” ”H0R3HAM” ’’DUBBO" "WALLAROO" 
"OTUS'1 "GUILDS” "WHIPPOORWILL”

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "W.B.PRESTON” ’’LARK*

4. EASTERN fr SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 1200/9t

(1) "3HEPPART0N” escorting Convoy TS22 ("DUNTROON** *.PRESIDENT GRANT")
from Caloundra area to Sydney ETA 1900/9.

(2) ’’BENDIGO5' "MORESBY” escorting Convoy. C086 (including ’BUNGAREE").
(3) "RALPH TALBOT” departed Sydney 1637/7 to RV with ”MORMACSEA" in

position 27°3 160°07 ’E at I 6OO/9 and escort to Brisbane*
(4) ”LE TRICM-HANT* escorting H.T."KATOOMBA" was due 3ydney 2100/8.
(5) "NEPAL* was to depart Port Phillip 1130/9 for Sydney.
(6) "VAN GALEN* escorting "HENRY T.ALLEN" was to depart Port Phillip

H O O /8  for Sydney.
(7) "ROCKHAMPTON1’ i*YAHDRA” escorting Convoy GP43 (7 MV) ETA

Caloundra 0400/l0. ”WARRNAw1BQ0l*' de par ted Brisbane 
0225/9 to RV and provide additional escort due to 
failure of "ROCKHAMPTON*3” asdic,

(8) YDG.2 en route Sydney to Brisbane,

(b ) In Harbour:

Sydney - war ship 3 & Aux. - ''STUART** "BUMDABEgG" "TOWNSVILLE”
"MIZAR” "MILDURA” “DELORAINE1* "A3RAHAM CRIJNSSEN” 
"GOLD STAR” "WANGANELLA" (Hospital Ship) SC.739 
SC.751 15 LCI

(Repairing) *H0BART" ”MUGFQRD" "VAN HEEMSKERK" "ALHENA”
"MANUNDA" (Hospital Ship)

(On Reserve) "W1STRALIA* "KSNIMBLA”
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - ■'QUIBERON" "MANOORA” ”KYBRA" 

(Repairing) "COLAC" "DOOMBA"
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Co) Proposed Movement3 i

( 1 ) 'nBUNDABERG" to sail as convenient sc as to pick up Convoy C087 
off Hobby's Head at llOO/lC. "STUART” to sail with 
Sydney section a* 1430/l0 to join up with main convoy 
north of Sydney.

(2) "MILDURA'1 escorting Convoy GP44 to depart Sydney lOOO/lO*

SOUTH PACIFIC'A ABA

(1) iLLIEB FORGES

(1) At Vanlkoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - LEANDER (CL) LANSDCWNE TAYLOR GRAY SON

MANLEY HOPKINS TEEVER (DD) PREBLE BREESE (DM) CURTISS 
TANGIER (AV) THORES TON (AVD) ATHENE, (APV) DIXIE (AD)
FYRO (AE) VESTAL {IB.) AMERICAN LEGION (AP) ALCHIBA 
ALDEBARAN CELENO (AK) SABINE ffECSHO PLATTE PATUXENT 
WHIPSTOCK (AO) CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - READ (DD) EFGADINE (APV) JAMESTOWN (PG) PROMETHEUS(AR)
ARGONNE (AG) WHITH1Y (AD) McCAWLEY (AP) ALGORAB MAJABA 
TALAMANCA MERCURY TITANIA CASTOR (AK) SCELEY WATERS (APD) 
TRYON (APH) PECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER 
ADROIT (AM) PAWNEE (AT) HOLLY (YN) ARD.2 KIWI (A/S Vessel) 
SC.739 SC .518

(4) At Norfolk Is . - SKYLARK (AM)
(5) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(6) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (Dfc)
(7) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (AM) LOCUST

BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT} MATAI MOA GALE TUI (a/ s 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKENE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(8) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BE) WICHITA SAN FRANCISCO
LOUISVILLE (CA) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND MONTPELLIER DENVER (CL) 
SANGAMON CHENANGO SUWANNEE 'ACV) SAUFLEY AARON WARD 
EATON COMAY WALLER REH3HAW PHILLIP LANG CONY (DD) 
BALLARD (AV) KANAWHA LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO) 
RIGEL (AR) ROAMER PC.475 PC.477 PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK(AOG)

(9) At Nandi - COPAHEE (ACV)
(10) At Auckland - EBONY (YD) A NT ARES FOKAUMJ T PINCKNEY (AK)

SOLACE (AH)
(11) At Wellington - TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) MOUNT VERNON

CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

H .  NAVAL INCIDENTS

N I L .

I I I .  ENEMY1 S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W.PiA.
particularly Central & northern Solomons - North 
coast New Guinea - S .W .coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura 3«a Islands.

(2) Heavy air offensive against Southern Solomons and
possibly against Now Guinea.

(3) Increased offensive submarine activity.

Q.B.Q. , S.-,'. P.A. 

S/4/43
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A P P E N D I X

ILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

A. SOUTH TOST PACIFIC AREA

I ,  EASTERN SECTION

8" Cruiser 
6H Cruisers

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Submarine s

Subma r i rse Tend e r 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Combat Loaded Transports 

Oilers

Effective

(1) Allied Forces:

AUSTRALIA
PHOENIX

ARUNTA 
WARRAMUNGA 
LE TRIOMPKU T 
SELFRIDGE 
PATTERSON 
HELM 
HENLEY 
BAGLEY 
RALPH TALBOT 
VAN GALEN 
NEPAL 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
QUIBERON 
AMBERJACK 
GRAMPUS 
GRAYBACK 
GROUPER 
GRCMLER 
TRITON 
ALBACORE 
DRUM 
GATO
GREENLING 
GUARDFISH 
PETO 
TUNA 
K,9
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO
H.T. ALLEN 
MANOORA 
AASE MAERSK 
BISHOPDALE 
KURUMBA 
VICTORIA

Non-effective

NASHVILLE
HOBART
VAN BEEMSKERK

MUGFORD
CRAVEN

At Brisbane

On Patrol

)
At Sydney

WESTRALIA ) 
XANIMBLA )

On

5-6 Battleships (BB)

(ii) Eneay Forces: (Truk-Jaluit-Bismarck s-£
CinC Combined Fleet
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force)
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Subrartnes)

YAMATO \>vs '
MUSASHI 
MUTSU 
NAGATO 
KONGO 
HARUNA 
ZUIKAKU
SHOKAKU (possibly Sapire )

3 Converted A/c Canrlars(XCV)ZUIHO
HAYATAKA 
HITAKA

3 Auxiliary A/C Carriers (ACV)UNYO
CHUYO
RYUHO

1-2 Aircraft Carriers (CV)

- 1 -
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? -JUvy Cruisers (CA)

5 Light Cruisers (CL)

2 or 3 Aimed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
Approx 25-30 Submarines (SS)
Approx 38 Destroyers (3D)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CIS)

AS AGO
TAKAO
AOBA
CHOKAI
HAGURO
TONI
TIXUMA
JINTSU
SENDAI
KATGRI
KASIHMA
NAGARA

CKITCSE
AKITSUSKIMA

h8PsS£ far' 

JiOGAMI (bei

I1Y0K0 (poss. s.
(13-14.

1

5-6 Converted S/P fenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx. 50 Merchant Ships (over 3,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub. Chasers, rlTB1 s, Gunboats, Pi;tro3 Craft 
Approx, 611 shore-based aircraft incl. 270 F ., 1*6 M/B, 108 SE/B.,
15 F/B, 45 F/P, 17 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

6” Cruiser 
Flotilla Leader 
Destroyer
S/P Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Submrines

•  EAST II.PIBS - HgLUPPIMSS ABBA.

CD Allied Forces,

ADELAIDE 
TKOMP
TJERK HIDDES 
W.B. PRESTON 
IIERON 
CHILDS 
PELIAS 
GRAYLING 
GRENADIER 
TA1JB0B 
TAUTOG 
THRESH®
TROUT 
GAB )
GUDGEON^ At Fremntle 
K.12 )

On Patrol.

(i )  ldUAf&JssEgg&»

6 Submarines on patrol Stations in Chine Sea or NEI Area (see above)

(ii) WMBLXSBBSM&L

HATORI (damaged 
21/ 1)

C in C*s 1st, 2nd end 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleets 
1 Heavy Cruiser (CA) ASHIGARA
6 Light Cruisers (CL) KASHI

KUMA
IStTZU
01
KIT AG AMI

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
A  Approx. 12 Destroyers (DD)

Approx. 7 Submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (CVS) HGTORO
Approx. 243 shore-based aircraft incl. 117 F ., 73 M /B., 3 F /B ., 2° F /P .,

16 transport aircraft.
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e .

(1) migg.F9XC.ess

BattlesMps INDIANA 
WASHINGTON 
itASSACHUSETT S 
MARYLAHB 
COLORADO

Aircraft.Carriers ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA

Auxiliary A/c Carriers CHANANGO
3ANGAL10N
SUWANNEE

8” Cruisers LOUISVILLE 
SAH FRANCISCO 
WICHITA

6" Cruisers HONOLULU
HELENA
ST. LOUIS
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER

5” Cruisers SAN DIEGO 
SAN JUAN

Destroyers 50 (approx.)

CENTRAL ] fiCIFIC ARE/,« 

Battleships

Converted A/C Carrier 
Ata&liary A/C Carriers

8" Cruisers 

6M Cruisers

C in  C 1st Sleet
4-6 BattlesMps (BB)

: AROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
NSW MEXICO
NEVADA
LONG ISLA ID
NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAKEE
SALT LAKE CITY 
NEW ORLEANS

1-2 Aircraft Carriers (CV)
1 Auxiliary A/C Carrier (ACV)
2 Heavy Cruiser3 (CA)

1 Light Cruiser (CL)
1-2 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

1-2 Converted S/P Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA) 
Approx,1 6 Destroyers (DD)
Approx* 30 Submarines (SS)

RICHMOND 

(ii) Enemy Forcesx

ISE
FTSO
YA iASKlRO
I H W &
HOSHO
OTAKA
&UMK0
SUZUYA
ABUKUMA

WEST VIRGINIA 
C/iLlFGlNIA
Tennessee

I3INIJEAP0LIS
PENSACOLA
PORTLAND

(Saipan-Bonins-Formo sa~ Japan)

NISSHIS
KAMOI
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Effectivi m k &£ £ 8£ &X & .

8" Cruiser 
6” Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

(ii)

C in C 5th Fleet
2 Heavy Cruisers (CA)

2 Light Cruisers (CL)

3 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL) 
Approx, 4 Destroyers #)D)
Approx, 10 Submarines (SS)

-Xli -ACIFIC AREA.

I D

6H Cruisers

j m a o s i M

(i)

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8M Cruiser 
7 .5” Cruisers

6" Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers

Appro*, 27 Destroyers 
Approx, 9 Submarines

(ii)

Allied Forces:
INDIANAPOLIS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

Enemy Forces: (N.Honshu-Kuriles
Aleutians)

NACHI
1 unidentified
TAMA
EISO

Allied Forces:

CONCORD
TRENTON

Allied Forces:

WARSPITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

^ILLUSTRIOUS
ALBATROSS
DEVONSHIRE
HAWKINS
FROBISHER
MAURITIUS DURBAN
GA 3IA  CARADOC
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
ARETHUSA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE
CHITRAL
RANPURA
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE 

u No recent intelligence. Present 
location uncertain,

JjjUfiflSLSSEfiSfiS

Approx, 3 Submarines



MOST SECRET

StY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & I  ED IA IT OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

10th April, 1945,

1, DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL FORCES 

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

1 . NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i ) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 1200/10:

(1) ’’BALLARAT” towing "ROCKLEA" departed Port Moresby 0816/8
for Milne Bay p«m* 10 /4 ,

(2) "SUMNER” ,,SC.744!I on survey duty vicinity Deboyne Island*
(3) "WHYALLA" departed Milne Bay 0625/9 for Survey Ground,
(4) "WILCANNIA” escorting stDARVELK "BABINDA" "ISLANDER” departed

Darwin 0335/8 for Thursday Island ETA 193o/ll.
(5) "WARREGO" escorting "TAROONA" departed Milne Bay 0413/8 for

Townsville was due 06CC'/l0*
(6) SC.746 SC.748 escorting Convoy NT10 {"EDWARD R.SILL" "ASPASIA

NOMIKOS” ) dep* Port Moresby 1600/7 for Townsville 
were dueOlOO/lO.

(7) "KDRUMBA" departed Townsville 1536/8 for Brisbane ETA 2030/ll.
(8) "WARRAMUNGA" escorting Convoy TN68 ("JOSEPH HOLT" "GEORGE

W. McCRARY") dep, Tomsville 0500/8 for Port Moresby 
was due lOOO/lO.

(9) "VENDETTA" escorting Convoy TN67 ("BONTEKQE" "VAN HEEMSKERK"
"BALIKPAPAN" J dep# Townsville 124o/6 for Milne Bay 
was due 1300/s.

(10) "BOWEN" was to RV with Convoy TN69 ("W00L00" "CITY OF FORT
WORTH" "ST&GEN*) off Fitzroy Island at 0700/10 and 
escort to Port Moresby ETA 1600/12,

(11) "ARUNTA” escorting Convoy TN70 ("GORGON" "CAEDROSS" "VAN
0UTH00RN") departed Townsville 1616/9 for Milne Bay 
ETA 1900/12*

(12) SC,749 departed Townsville 1432/8 for Deboyne Island ETA 0600/ll,
(13) SC*750 escorting "FAVIB BUSHNELL" dep* Caloundra 1225/7 for

Townsville ETA 1200/10.
(14) "CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship) dep, Brisbane 1245/8 for Port

Moresby ETA 0955/13*
(15) HDML. 1074 departed Brisbane 1641/7 for Townsville ETA a*m .l3/4,
(16) "ROCKHAMPTON" en route Cape Moreton to Maryborough.
(17) "GEELONG" "GYMPIE" escorting "KOWARRA" "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD"

"MILDURA" "YARRA" "TAM3UA." "PESHAWAR" "MATTHEW 
FLINDERS" were to depart Cal oundra Q600/10#

(18) "BEALPH TALBOT" proceeding to rejoin TF74,
(19) 7 submarines on patrol*

(b ) In Harbour:

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux* - "KAPUNDA"
Merchant Vessels: "MABTSUYCKSR” "NOCRA"

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux* - "PIRIE" "WAGGA" YP.280
"HILO" 15 PT»s 

Merchant Vessels: "XARSIK" "RAMYMG" "WARAKA"
Small Craft - A pan ox, SO 

Port Moresby- Warships & Aux, BDML*116l
Merchant”Vessels j "MAMJOLA" "GENERAL VERSPIJCK"

"WEST CACTUS" "AROONA" "KEY PITMAN" 
Small Craft - Approx* 20 

Thursday Is.Warships & Aux* - "LATROBE" "INVERELL"
Cairns - Warships & Aux, - "GLENELG" "PLATYPUS"

10 PT's (2 refitting)
Townsville Warships & Aux* - "SiAN" "BROOME" "YUNNAN" (A ,S .I .S .)

YMS*9 YMS.49 YMS.50 
Dunk Island Warships & Aux* - "AUSTRALIA" "PHOENIX" " SELFRIDGE"

"PATTERSON" "BAGLEY" "HENLEY"
"AASE MAERSE" "MERKUR"



t
 Brisbane - Warships & Aux, - "HELM0 "KALGOORLIE" "TULSA”

"FULTON” "POYANG" (ASIS) YP.233 
YP.291 YMS.10 YMS.11 YMS.46 
YMS.47 YMS.48 YMS.51 YMS.52 
YMS.53 YMS,70 YMS.71 SC.738 
SC.740 SC.745 SC.747 PC.1119 
PC.1121 "c h a n tic le e r "
"HISHOPDALE" "VICTORIA” YDG.2 

(Repairing, Trials, Etc.) - "GOULBURN" "GLADSTONE"
"PREMANTLE" "KATOOMBA" "BUNBURY" 
"LITHGOW"

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) New Georgia - During the night 6-7/4 5 barges entered Wilson Strait 
(between southern end of Vella Lavella and Ganongga) from the 
south, An aircraft was apparently giving cover.

At 0200/7 2 barges and a lugger arrived at Bokolai 
River (south west coast Vella Lavella, north o f  ?\lilson Strait) 
and were still there a.m. 8 /4 .)

At 1850/8 5 barges were seen on a north westerly 
course further up the coast from Bokolai River,

(2) Shortlands - Reconnaissance a*m. 9/4 reported in the Buin-Faisi 
Area -

2 Destroyers
2 Cargo Vessels (of which one large)

~4 Total

Weather conditions «ere cloudy. On account of weather no effective 
photos were taken of aerodromes in the area*

(3) Buka - Local sources report 9/4 that approximately 5G aircraft
were active on the Buka Aerodrome,

(4) Kavieng - Reconnaissance 1800/8 reported probably 3 vessels in the
anchorages around Kavieng thus:-

1 large Destroyer
1 Cargo Vessel or possibly a Destroyer
1 Cargo Vessel (5-6,000 tons)

In addition, a small escort vessel and a Hospital Ship were 
sighted south east of Steffan Strait.

Most of these vessels must be new arrivals since 
a.m. 8/4 as reconnaissance at that time reported only one cargo 
vessel in Kavieng Area,

The same reconnaissance reported 12 to 20 aircraft 
on the aerodrome or in revetments, One Zero attempted inter­
ception without effect*

Reconnaissance 1408/9 reported 6 ships in Kavieng 
Harbour and the adjoining area, o f  ufoich three appeared beached,
45 aircraft were seen on the aerodrome. Interception was 
unsuccessfully attempted by one Zero.

(5) Open Bay - Wide Bay - At 0930/9 18 to 20 Zeros were seen by a
reconnaissance Fortress over TJbili, while another 3 were again 
encountered over Talasea, At 1015 twelve probable Zeros attempted 
to intercept a p,38 over Wide Bay.

A probable submarine was sighted at 1456/9 sixteen 
miles off the coast of New Britain, southern end of St. Georges 
Channel on course 250°.

(6) Wewak - Reconnaissance 1750/9 reported 3 x 2,000 ton vessels near
Wewak Harbour,

(7) Bogia - Reconnaissance 1835/9 reported in Bogia Harbour 8 la?;ge
Farges apparently loaded with supplies and eqiipped with a / a .

(8) Madang - |’i*jl*Hhafen - Madang aerodrome and waterfront and the #
coast up to Jfiu»«ihafen were successfully attacked 0910-0945/9 
by 13 B*25’s and 10 Beaufighters with Lightning cover, 5 aircraft 
were seen on the ground at Madang and all destroyed; also a petrol 
truck, 7 to 10 barges were seen near Madang while 5 loaded barges 
were seen at Alexishafen, Those at Mexishafen were all hit 
while three were probably destroyed.

(9) Mubo - Enemy positions in the Mubo-Kitchen Creek Area were bombed
and strafed at 1115/9 by 6 Bostons.

(10) Milne Bay - A single probable reconnaissance aircraft was over

Milne Bay approximately l000/9*
-  2 -
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t (i) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 1200/l0 :

WESTERN AREA

(1) "CASTLEMAINE" escorting "MULIAMA" departed Darwin 0818/9 for
Thursday Island.

(2) 6 Submarines on patrol*
V

(bi In Harbour*

Darwlri - Warships & Aux, - ML#815
Merchant Vessels; - 

Merauke - Warships & Aux* - "ECFJCA"
Merchant Vessels: "BARALABA"

(II) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Kaukenau - Reconnaissanae of the Eaukenau Coast about 1030/9
reported nil shipping sighted.

(2) Aroe-Tanlmbar Islan.ds - Negative shipping reconnaissance was 
contacted p.m. y/4 over this area.

(3) Mllimgimbi - A single enemy reconnaissance floatplane dropped a 
bomb on" a small convoy approximately 65 miles north west of 
Milimgimbi at about lllo /9 . No damage was effected.

3 , SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/l0 :

(1) YP.286 Y P .288 departed Sydney 1322/1 for Fremantle.

(b) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TROMP" "TJERK HIDDES"
"PELIAS" "ISABEL" "HORSHAM"
"DUBBO" "WALLAROO" "OTUS" "CHILDS" 
"WHIPPOORWILL"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux* - ”W.B. PRESTON" "LARK"

4, EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /l0 :

(1) "SHEPPARTON" escorting Convoy TS22 ("DUNTROON" "PRESIDENT GRANT"
"CHARON" )

from Caloundra area to Sydney was due 1900/9.
(2) "WARRNAMBOOL" "ROCKHAMPTON" "YANDRA" escorting Convoy GP43 were due

Caloundra 0400/10. On arrival "WARRNAMBOOL1"" "YANDRA" 
escorting Convoy PG45 (2 MV) were depart Caloundra approx. 
0630/l0 for Newcastle and Sydney,

(3) "BUNDABERG" was to pick up Convoy C087 off Nobby’ s Head at llOO/lO* 
"STUART" to sail with Sydney section at 1430/l0 and join 
up with main convoy north of Sydney. "VAN HEEMSKERK to 
provide additional escort joining off Sydney,

(4) "DOOMBA" escorting Convoy 0C86 (14 MV) departed Port Phillip 2223/9 
to RV in Wilson’ s Promontory Area with "BENDIGO" "MORESBY" 
escorting Convoy C086 (including "BUNGAREE")

(5) "VAN GALEN" escorting "HENRY T.ALLEN" was to depart Port Phillip 
ll00/8  for Sydney.

(6) "NEPAL" departed Melbourne 090l/9 for Sydney ETA 1300/l0.

3



"TRIOMPHANT" escorting HT "KATOOMBA" (for Townsville) was to depart 
Sydney 0900/10. "LE TRIOMPHANT" to provide escort to 
Percy Island and on completion to proceed Brisbane.

(8) "MXLDURA" escorting Convoy GP44 (1 MV) wa3 to depart Sydney lOOO/lO.

(b) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux, - "STUART* "TOWNSVILLE" "MIZAR"
"DELORAINE" "ABRAHAM CRIJNSSEN" 
"GOLD STAR" "WANGANELLA"(Hospiti 
Ship) SC.739 SC.751 13 LCI 

(Repairing) "HOBART" "MUGFORD" "VAN
HEEMSKERK" "ALHENA" "MANUNDA" 

(Hospitall Ship)
(On Reserve) "WESTRALIA" "KANIMBLA"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "QUIBERON" "MANOORA" "KYBRA"
"ATREUS"

(Repairing) . "COLAC"

(c ) Proposed Movements :

(1) "BUNDABERG" to sail as convenient so as to pick up Convoy C087 
off Nobby’ s Head at IlOO/lO* "STUART11 to sail vi th 
Sydney pection at 1430/l0 to join up with main convoy 
north of Sydney,

• (4)

B. SOUTH PAS IFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FCRCES

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - LEANDER (CL) LAN8D0WNE TAYLOR GRAYSON

MANLEY HOPKINS TRSVER (DD) PREBLE BREESE (DM) CURTISS 
TANGIER (AV) THORNTON (AVD) ATHENE (APV) DIXIE (AD)
PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) AMERICAN L EGION (AP) AL CHIBA 
ALDEBARAN CELEFO (AK) SABINE NEOSHO PLATTE PATUXENT 
WHIPSTOCK (AO) CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - READ (DD) EN GAD IKE' (APV) JAMESTOWN (PG) PROMETHEUS (AR)
ARGOME (AG) WHITNEY (AD) McCAWLEY (AP) ALGORAB MAJABA 
TALAMANCE MERCURY TITANIA CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) 
TRYON (APH) PECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER 
ADROIT (AM) PAWNEE (AT) HOLLY (YN) ARD.2 KIWI (A /s Vessel)
SC.739 SC*518 

At Norfolk Is , - SKYLARK (AM)
(5) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(6) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM)
(7) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (RJ) BOBOLINK VIREO (AM) LOCUST 

BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) &ATAI MOA GALE TUI (a / s 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(8) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) WICHITA SAN FRANCISCO 
LOUISVILLE (GA) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND MONTPELLIER DENVER (CL) 
SANGAMON CHENANGO SUWANNEE (ACV) SAUFLEY AARON WARD 
EATON CONWAY WALLER RENSHAW PHILLIP LANG CONY (DD) 
BALLARD (AV) KANAWHA LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO)
RIGEL (AR) ROAKER PC.476 PC.477 PC. 479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AGG)

(9) At Nandi - COPAHEE (ACV)
(10) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) ANTAHES FOMALHAUT PINCKNEY (AK)

SOLACE (AH)
{11) At Wellington - TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) MOUNT VERNON 

CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) New Caledonia - An enemy submarine was sighted at 1015/9 approx­
imately 315 miles southwest of Noumea.
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N I L

I I I . ENEMY’ S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W .P. A. 
particularly Central & Northern Solomons - North 
coast New Guinea - S.W. coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura Sea Island.

Heavy air offensive against Southern Solomons and 
possibly against New Guinea,

Increased offensive submarine activity.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C  
G .H .Q .. S.W .P.A

10 /4 /43 .



A P P E N D I X  

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

EASTERN SECTION

8n Cruiser 
6 tt Cruisers

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunbca ts

Combat Loaded Transports 

Oilers

Ei* fectlve

( i ) Allied Forces:

' AUSTRALIA 
' PHOENIX 
* VAN HEEMSKERK 

AR'JNTA 
WARRAMJHGA 
LE TRIOMPHANT 
SELFRIDGE 
PATTERSON 
HELM 
HENLEY ■
BA3LEY ’
RALPH TALBOT- 
VAN GALEN 

4 NEPAL - 
STUART ✓ 
VENDETTA 
QUIBERON '

' AMBERJACK 
■ GRAPHS 

C-RAY3ACK 
GROUPER 
C-ROWLER 
TRDDH 
ALBACORE - 
DRUB!
C-ATO
GEEENLING 
GUARDFISH 
PETO 
TUNA 
E.9
FULTON ► 
DOBBIN * 
TULSA 
HILO ^
H.T., ALLEN , 
MAH0ORA 
A ASS MAERSK 
BISKOPDALE 
KURIFMBA 
VICTORIA

Non-effective

NASHVILLE
HOBART

At Brisbane

On Patrol

At Sydney

WESTRALIA ) „ „ 
KANIMBLA ) 0n Reserve

( i i ) Enemy Forces:
CinC Combined Fleet
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force)
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
5-6 Battleships (BB) y YAMATO

■ MUSA SHI 
v MUTSU
> HA OAT 0 

KONGO 
'  EARUNA
- SUIEAKU

SHOEAKU (possibly Empire)
3 Converted A/c Carriers (XCV)-ZUIHO

‘ EAYAT AEA 
' HITAKA

3 Auxiliary a/ c Carriers (ACV) UHYO
• CHUYO 

RYUHO

(Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-Solomons)

1-2 Aircraft Carriers (CV)



Effective Non-effective

*7 Heavy Cruisers (CA) MOGAMI (be1 .sunk 14/11) 
MYOKO (poss.sunk 13-14/11

A TAGO V 
TAKAO •
A OB A '
CHOKAI v 
HAGURO r 
TONE 
TIKUMA '
JTNTSU •
SENDAI 
EATORI - 
EASEIMA - 
MAGARA '
CHITOSE

c , AKITSUSHIMA) , V'
5-6 Converted s/P Tenders (XCVS) ✓
2 or 3 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
Approx 38 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 25-30 Subnarines (SS) ^
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB's, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 514 shore-based aircraft incl. 244- P, 156 m/ b , 90 SE/b ,

15 F/B, 52 F/p, 17 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

5 Light Cruisers (CL)

2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)
■\

kWE STERN SECTION

6” Cruiser 
Flotilla Leader 
Destroyer 
S/? Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Submarines

(i) -7Allied Forces:
X

ADELAIDE 
7R0MP
TJERK HIDDES 
W.B.PRESTON»
HERON 
CHILDS 
PELIAS
GRAYLING )
GRENADIER )
TAMBOR )
TAU TOG )
THRESHER )
TROUT )
GAR - )
GUDGEON- ) At Fremantle 
K. 12

On Patrol

)

3- EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES AREA

4 1  (i) Allied Forces:

6 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see above)

( i i ) Enemy Forces:

C in C'a 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleets 
1 Heavy Cruis er (CA) ASBIGAEA
6 Light Cruisers (CL) NATORI (damaged 2l/l)KASHII 

KUMA 
ISUZU
01
KITAGAMX '

1 Seaplane Carrier (CVS) N0T0R0
Approx 12 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS) ^

Approx  243 shore-based aircraft incl. 117 F, 78 m/ b , 3 f / b , 29 f / p ,
16 transport aircraft.



r ;." s o u t h  p a c if ic  area Effective

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8” Cruisers 

6 ” Cruisers

C.

5n Cruisers 

Destroyers

CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

Converted A/c Carrier 
Auxiliary a/c Carriers

8" Cruisers

6” Cruiser

•^fccinc Is t Fleet
4-6 Battleships (BB)

( I ) Allied Forces:

. INDIANA
► WASHINGTON
. MASSACHUSETTS
/ MARYLAND
■ COLORADO
' ENTERPRISE 

SARATOGA 
' CHENANGO
- Sm 3AMON 

SUWANNEE
- LOUISVILLE 

SAN FRANCISCO
' WICHITA 

HONOLULU
• HELENA 
' ST.LOUIS 

COLUMBIA 
CL EVELAND 
MONTPELLIER

■ DENVER 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN JUAN 
50 (approx)

( i ) Allied Forces:

FORTH CAROLINA 
IDAHO

- MISSISSIPPI 
• NEW MEXICO

NEVADA
- LCNC- ISLAND
• NASSAU 
' ALTAMAHA
> CQPAEEE

SALT ALAKE CITY
• NEW ORLEANS

* RICHMOND

(ii) Enemy Forces: (Saipan-

f I3E 
' FUSO 

YAMASEIRO 
HYUGA

1- 2 Aircraft Carriers (CV) HQSHO
1 Auxiliary a / c Carrier (ACV)-OTAFA
2 Heavy Cruisers (CA) ' KFMANO

SU2UYA
1 Light Cruiser (CL) ABUSUMA
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS) l' HIS SHIN

v KAMOI
1-2 Converted S/P Tenders (XCVS)»
1-2 Armed Merchant Crufers (XCL)-
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (0CA)v'
Approx 16 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 30 Submarines (SS)

Non-effective

WEST VIRGINIA 
CALIFORNIA 

•' TENNESSEE

MINNEAPOLIS
PENSiC OLA 

* PORTLAND

Bonins-Formosa -Japan)

- 3 -



B,- NORTHERN PA3 IPIC AREA

8” Cruiser 
6W Cruisers

10 Destroy rs v'/
10 Subimrlnes

CinC 5th Fleet
2 Heavy Cruisers (CA)

( i ) Allied Forces;

' INDIANAPOLIS
> DETROIT
* RALEIGE

Effective Non-effective

(ii) Enemy Forces; (N.Honshu-Kuriles-Aleutians)

2 Light Cruisers (CL)

” NACHI
1 unidentified 

. * TAMA
o s o

3 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL) ‘
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 10 Subna rines (SS)

E. SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

6” Cruisers

IEDIAN OCEAN AREA

Battle ships

Aircraft Carriers 
Seaplane Carrier 
8" Cruisers

7 .5 " Cruisers

6” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers

Approx27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

(i) Allied Forces;

CONCORD
TRENTON

(i ) Allied Forces:

WARSPITE 
RESOLUTION 
REVENGE 

y ILLUSTRIOUS 
ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE 
SUSSEX 
HAWKINS 
FROBISHER 
MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVEE POOL 
ARETHUSA 
CERES 
DURBAN 
DAUNTLESS 
CAPETOWN 
ALA UNI A 
CARTHAGE 
CHITRAL 
KANPUR A 

RANCEI 
WORCESTERSHIRE

CARADOC

*  No recent intelligence. 
Present location uncertain.

( i i ) Enemy Forces:

Approx 3 Submarines
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British —  M OST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQU AR TERS 

SO U T H  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 304 Date: 11th April, 1943

P A R T  I.

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /ll :

(1) "SUMNER” wSC.744n "SC.749” on survey duty vicinity Deboyne Is*
(2) "WHYALLA" departed Milne Bay 0625/9 for survey ground.
(3) "KAPUNDA" escorting ”BALIKPAPAN" "VAN HEEMSKERK" was to depart

Milne Bay 1200/ll for Port Moresby ETA 1300/12.
(4) "BALLARAT” departed Milne Bay 1602/10 for Cairns ETA 1800/12.
(5) ”VENDETTA” escorting "MAETSUYCKER" was to depart Milne Bay

0400/ll for Townsville ETA 0800/l3.
(6) "WARRAMUNGA* escorting ”MAHGOLA” (for Cairns) departed Port

Moresby 1803/10. "WARRAMUNGA” to provide escort to 
Fitzroy Island and then proceed Townsville ETA 2300/12.

(7) "WILCANNIA" escorting "DARVEL” "BABINDA" "ISLANDER” departed
Darwin 0335/8 for Thursday Island ETA 1930/ll.

(8) "KURUMBA" departed Townsville 1536/8 for Brisbane ETA 2030/ll.
(9) "ARUMTA” escorting Convoy TN70 ("GORGON” "CARDROSS" "VAN 0UTR00RN")

departed Townsville 1616/9 for Milne Bay.
(10) "SWAN" was to depart Townsville 0830/ll for Dunk Island with

mail and ratings for CTF.74.
(11) "WARKEGO" departed Townsville 18l0/l0 for Cairns ETA 1030/11.
(12) "YKS.50" proceeding Challenger Bay. Returning p.m. l l /4 .
(13) "BOWEN" escorting Convoy TN69 ("STAGEN” "UL00L00” ”CITY OF FORT

WORTH") en route Port Moresby ETA 0600/12.
(14) "CENTAUR” (Hospital Ship) departed Brisbane 1245/8 for Port

Moresby ETA 0955/13.
(15) HDML.1074 departed Brisbane 1641/7 for Townsville ETA a.m. 13 /4 ,
(16) "ROCKHAMPTON" en route Cape Moreton to Maryborough,
(17) "GEELONG" "GYMPIE" escorting "KOWARRA" ”ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" "PESHAWAR"

"TAMBUA" "MILDURA" "YAfiRA" "MATTHEW FLINDERS" for GladstoB 
Bowen and Townsville, departed Caloundra 0758/10. "GEELONG 
to part company at High Peak ETA 1800/12. "GYMPIE” pro­
ceeding Townsville ETA 0630/14.

(18) "TULSA" departed Caloundra 1858/10 for Townsville ETA dawn 13 /4 .
(19) "GOULBURN" sailing to RV with LST.452 LC1.339 in position

25°32*S, 157°53 ,E at 0830/12 and escort to Brisbane.
(20) 7 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Oro Bay - Merchant Vessels: "NOORA"
Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "PIRIE" "WAGGA” YP.280 "HILO"

15 PI *s
Merchant Vessels: "KARSIK” "HANYANG” "WANAKA"

"BONTEKQE"
Small Craft - App* ox 50

- 1 -



Port Moresby - Warships & Aux, - HDML.U61
Merchant Vessels s "3ENERAL V ERSPIJSK" "JOSEPH HOLT” 

"GEORGE W. McCRARY" "W3ST CACTUS" "AROORA"
"KEY PITMAN”

Small Craft - Approx 20
- Warships & Aux. - "LATROBE" "INVERELL"
- Warships k Aux. - "GLENELG" "PLATYPUS" 10 FI'*s

(2 refitting)
- Warships k Aux. - "AUSTRALIA” "PHOENIX" " SELFRIDGE" 

"PATTERSON" "3A0LBY" "HENLEY" nAASE MABRSK" 
"MERKUR"

- -*ar ships & Aux. - "BROOME" 11 YU MAN" (ASIS) SC,746
SC.743 SC .750 YMS.9 YMS.49

- Warships & Aux. - "RALPH TALBOT" "HELM" "KALGOORLIE11 
"FULTON" "POYANG" (ASIS) YP.233 YP.291 YMS.10
YM S.U  m S .4 6  YMS.47 YMS,4S YMS.5I YMS.52 
YMS.53 YM3.70 YMS.71 SC.738 SC.740 3C.745 
SC,747 PC.1119 PC.1121 *C HAN TIC LEER" 

"BISHOPDALE" "VICTORIA" YDG.2
------ Trials etc) "GLADSTONE" "FREMANTLE" "KATOOMBA"

"BLTNBUKT" "LITHGOW" -

(c) Proposed Movements.;

(1) "EC HUD A " escorting "BAitALABA"’ to depart Thursday Island
130 0/11 for Merauke ETA 1730/l2,

(2) " SWAN" to RV vicinity Fltzroy Is. at 0500/12 with Convoy TO71
("TAROOEA") which is to depart Townsville"16'do/ll 
and escort to Mila© Bay ETA 1700/13*

(ii) ENEMY FORCES:

1) Central Solomons - Bad weather prevented reconnaissance 10/4 .
2) Muma Numa~ - Na'tTve sources report 10/4 that the strip at Numa

Numa has been under construction under cover of coconut 
trees which have now been cut down.

Japanese are reported to be there in considerable 
strength.

(3) Buka - Natives report 9/4 that fehs heavy guns are at Chinatown
QE Buka.

(4) Kavieng - A convoy probably consisting of a freighter transport
one or 2 merchant vessels with one escort vessel was sighted 
190 miles NHW Kavieng course north at 1700/9. This convoy 
presumably from Kavieng may have been the five ship convoy 
seen 12 miles north of Steffan Strait at 1400/8,

At 1400/9 six ships were reported in Kavieng vicinity 
of which three appeared beached. Photographs show a probable 
cruiser possibly aground, one small vessel alongside, 2 other 
vessels unidentified.

Photos 1400/9 show 90 aircraft on the old Kavieng 
aerodrome including 48 fighters serviceable, 3 unserviceable

16 medium bombers serviceable, 8 unserviceable 
13 single-engine bombers.

Heavy activity continues over the area with the runway being 
surfaced. The serviceability of the new aerodrome at Panapai 
is doubtful and vs ork on the dispersal bays is continuing 
slowly.

(5) Tala sea - Reconnaissance 2330/l0 saw a searchlight pimuuably
Iron a vessel which was, however., not seen,approximately 30 
miles NW of Talasea.

(6) Gasmata - Twc camouflaged barges were seen on the bead* 18 miles
west of Gas.mata at 1730/l0.

(7) South Coast New Britain - Two destroyers were seen off Cape O&ford
at 1615/10 course southerly and at 2l08/l0 presumably the same
2 destroyers were sighted 22 miles Sff of Gasmata course 270° 
speed 20 knots.

(8) Wewak - The 3 vessels reported at fewak 1750/9 were of 200 tons
each not 2,000 tons each as reported yesterday lo /4 .

The town, waterfront and shipping were attacked 0515- 
0700/l0 by 10 Fortresses and 6 Liberators. Results are not 
yet fully assessed.

Five cargo 3hips were seen in the area including three 
of 500 tons, one of 1000 tons and one of 1 ,500 tons. Three of

Thursday Is , 
Cairns

Dunk Island

Townsville

Brisbane

- 2 -



these vessels were off the east coast of Wewak Peninsula, 
one was off the jetty at Gape Bo p am and the other vessel 
was 5 miles at sea,

J P  Reconnaissance 1045/10 sighted a possible destroyer
entering Wewak Harbour. This may have been the vessel seen
5 miles at 3ea earlier. Photos taken during this reconnaiss­
ance show 6 floatplanes, 2 luggers and 5 landing craft off 
Kairiru Island.

Local sources report lo /4 that the majority of the 
natives in the But - Wewak area are pro-Japanese and are 
assisting them in activities in the hinterland,

(9) Nubia - Reconnaissance 1850/9 reports considerable work on the 
old c iv il!aerodrome, The strip is about 5,000 ft . long and 
is being extended. About 8 dispersal bays have been constructed

(10) BogiA-Madang-Alexishafen -Bogia and Ulingan (30 miles 3E Madang) 
were attach & 0&50-Q$00/l0 by 9 B.25 ’ s while 4 Beaufighters 
attacked Madang and Finschhafen. 12 Lightnings covered the 
operation,

3 barges amongst native boats were seen approximately
30 miles tip the Ramu River at Palipan. At 1530/10 five 
camouflaged barges were seen at Dalua (15 miles 3E of Bogla),

A well constructed highway runs from Bogla to Madang 
and appears well used. All sizeable streams appear bridged 
some being 400 ft In length,A Possible light tank was seen 
9/4 on this road. 4 loaded trucks were seen at 1600/lO  
moving along this road at Cape Crolsilles (13 miles north of 
Alexishafen),

NORTH WESTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORGES

(&) At Sea to 1200/11;

(1) "CASTLEKAINE" escorting "MDLIAMA" departed Darwin 0818/9 for
Thursday Island.

(2) 6 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Earbour ;

Darwin - Warships & Aux.. - ML.815

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

( D  Celebes - An eastbound convoy of 5 merchant vessels and a
desb royer was reported in Boetoeng Passage (3.E . Celebes) 
at 0759/9,

(2) Timor - Ossu and Viqusque (eastern Timor Inland from Be&co) 
were attacked 0800/ l 0 by 6 Hudsons,

SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 1200/11:

(1) YP.236 YP.238 departed Sydney 1322/i for Fremantle,

(b) In Harbour?

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDEn "THOMF" "T JERK IIIDDES"
"PELIAS" "ISABEL” lsH0RSHAMn " DUBBO" "WALLAROO"
" OTUS" "CHILDS” "WHIPPOORWILL"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "W. 3. PRESTON* "LARK"



f  (i ) ALL EBP FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/lli

(1) MRHNAMBOOL" *YANDRS* escorting Convoy PG43 (2 MV) departed
Caloundra 0755/10 for Newcastle PITA 0500/12 and Sydney 
ETA 1000/12.

(2) "STUART"."BUNBABERG" "VAN HEEMSKERK" escorting Convey C087.
(3) "BENDIGO” r,MOHESBY" escorting Convoy 0C86 for Port Kembla.

Sydney and Kswc&stle,
(4) "VAN GALEN" escorting "HENRY T.ALIEN” was to depart Port Phillip

0800/10 for Sydney ETA 0800/l2,
(6) "MILDURA* escorting GP44, ( 1 MV) departed Sydney ICOO/lO ETA 

Caloundra 12 CC/12,
(6) "LE TRIOMPHANT" escorting H.T."KATOOMBA" (for Townsville) dep.

Sydney 0928A 0 . "LE TRIOMFHANT1' to provide escort to 
Percy Island and on completion to proceed Brisbane.

(b ) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "NASHVILLE1* "NEPAL" "CRAVEN*1
"TOWNSVILLE" "DELORAINE" "ABRAHAM CRIJNSSEN" 
"MIZAR" "GOLD STAR" "WANGANELLA" (Hosoital Ship) 
SC.759 SC.751 13 LCI's 

(Repairing) "HOBART" "MUGPORD" "ALHEKA" "MANUNDA" (Hosoital
Ship) "SHEPPARTCH"

(On Reserve) "WSSTRALIA" "KANIMBLA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "QUIBERON" "MANOORA* "KYBRA"

"ATREUS** "DQOHBA"
(Repairing) "COLAC"

Geelong “ - Warships ft Aux. - "BUNGARES"

(c ) Proposed Movementsi

(1) "NASHVILLE*1 "CRAVEN" to depart Sydney 1700/ll.

4. EASTERN & SCUTEERN AREA

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - THORNTON (AvD) 
v (2) At Espiritu Santo - HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS LEANDER (CL)
/  LAFSDOWNE STRONG NICHOLAS FLETCHER 0 * BANK ON RADPCHD

JE3EINS TAYLOR MAURY HOPKINS (DD) PREBLE BBEESE 
HEVER (DM) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) ATHENE (APV) MACKINAC (AVP) 
HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) MANLEY (APD) DtXIE (AD) PYRO (AE)
VESTAL (AR) ALCHIBA ALGORAB LIBRA CELMO (AK) SABINE 
KEOSISO PLATTE PATUXENT TAPPAHANNOCE WHIPSTOCK (AO) 
CONSTANT (All) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - KILTY RUSSELL (DD) ENGADINE (APV) JAMESTOWN (PG)
CHEVBEUIL (Sloop) PROMETHEUS (AR) AROONNE (AG) WHITNEY (AD) 
Me CAWLEY PRESIDENT ADAMS PRESIDENT JACKSON (AP) MAJABA 
TALAMANCA MERCURY TETANIA CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS i'APD) 
TRYON (APHJ PECOS SUAMICO (AO) KINGFISHER ADROIT (AM)
PAWNEE (AT) HOLLY (YN) 3.31 (S3) ARD.2 KIWI (a/s Vessel)
SC .518

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT) PRESIDENT HAYES (AP)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM} AMERICAN LEGION (AP)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (AM) LOCUST

BUTTERNUT (YN) WAKDANK (YT) MATA I GALE TUI (a / s Vessels) 
ORTOLAN (ASH) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AC»)
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) At Vila - MARYLASD COLORADO (BB) WICHITA SAN FRANCISCO
LOUISVILLE (CA) SifGMON CHENANGO SUWANNEE (ACV) SAUFLEY 
AUSTIN EATON CONY (DD) BALLARD (AV■ LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE 
KESCE3S (AO) RIGSL (AR ) ROAMER PC. 476 PC.477 PC. 479 
RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(8) At Nandi - COPAHEE (ACV)



($) At Aucia&nd - EBONY (YN) ANTARES FOMALHiUT PINCKNEY (AK) 
f  SOLACE (AH)
VlO) At Wellington - TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) MOUNT VERNON 

CRESCENT CITY (AP)

— --- 

NAVAL INCIDENTS 

N I L.

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W.P.A.
particularly Central & Northern Solomons - North 
coast New Guinea - S.W. coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Heavy air offensive against Southern Solomons and
possibly against New Guinea.

(3) Increased offensive submarine activity*

ENEMY’ S PU0BA3LE NEXT MOVE

For DIRECTOR C.O.I.C 
S.If. ?, A

11/4/43
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DAILY NASAL SUMMARY

P A R T  I I

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OP BAT 1LE

MOST SECRET
"J T A / h ;—

i. SOUTH WEST & SOUTH PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

South West Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific Truk-Jaluit-Biamarcks 
Solomons

BB

CV

t V

ACV

CA

CL

XCL

DD

AUSTRALIA

PHOEKIX 
KASEVILLE 
VAM EEEMSKERK 

ss HOBART

ARJNTA
WARRAMUNGA
LE TRIOMPHANT
SELFRIDGE
PATTERSON
HELM
HE BLEY
BAGLEY
CRAVEN
RALPH TALBOT
VAB GALEN
NEPAL
STUART
VENDETTA
QPIB3R0N
MUGFORD

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA

CHENANGO
SAKC-AMON
SUWANNEE

LOUISVILLE 
3AN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA

HONOLULU 
HELENA 
ST. LOUIS 
COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MG NT PEEL IER 
DENV?£R 
SAN DIIGO
sm JUM

Apjr ox<

YA'ATO (Possibly Empire)
H-iUSASHI
tfOTSU
NAGATO
KONGO
HARUNA

ZUIEAKU

HITAKA
HAYfeTAXA
21JIE.0

CBUYO
OTAEA
KYUHO

ATAGO
TAKAO
A DBA
CHOKAI
HAGURO
TONE
TIKIMA

AGANO
JINTSU
SENDAI
EATORI
KASHI&A
NAGARA

Approx# 40

J| Non-Effective
- 1 -



South West Pacific 
(Eastern Section) 

^ ________ — -_______________

South Pacific

SS AMBERJACK )
GRAMPUS )
GRAY3ACK } At Brisbane 
C-FD UPSR 
GROWLER 
TRITOH

ALBACORE )
DRUM ) On Patrol
GATO )
OREENLIKG- )
GTJARDFI3H )
PETG
TUNA
E«9

))
)

At Sydney

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

*

CURTIS
TANGIER

AP

AS

AD

PG

APT

25

E.T . ALLEN 
MANOORA 
SESrRALIA 
KAMIMBLA

FULTON

DOBBIN

TULSA

HILO

DIXIE
WHITNEY

3

?

gar '''Pt'* : 1 (N .E ,  Area Only) 
Fighters
M/Bomber s
SE/Bombera
Flying Boats

J^p at  PI a nes
Transport

Truk-Jaluit-Bi amar cka« 
Solomons

Approx. 25-30

CFITOSE 
AKIT SUSHIMA

6

?

?

?

240
154
90
15
52
17

BB

CV

xcv

ACV

2,
ALLIED FORCES

C E N T R A L  P A C I F I C

NORTH CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 

■ NEW MEXICO 
NEVADA 

je WEST VIRGINIA 
js CALIFORNIA 
a TENNESSEE

LONG ISLAND

EMKMY FORCES

ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA

NASSAU 
ALTAMAHA
GOPAHEE

SHOKAKU
HOSHO (Training Ship) 

BOSBO- -(Training- Ship)

UNYO



CET'; THAT. ? A 0 I  El C (C on td )

CA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

S3

ALLIED FORCE'S

SALT LAKE CITY 
NEW ORLEANS

* MINNEAPOLIS
*  PEK SAC OLA 
x PORTLAND

RICHMOND

ENEMY FORCES

KUMANO
SUZUYA
1 Unidentified

3-6

ABUKUMA
KISO

1-2

M S  SHIN 
E M  01

2

Appc ox. lfi 

Approx. 30

N O R T H E R N  P A C I F I C

CA

CL

XCL

DD

SS

INDIANAPOLIS

DETROIT
RALEIGH

10

10

HA CHI 
~ix

TAMA

Approx. 4 

Approx. 10

CL

4. S O U T H E A S T E R N  P A G I  P I C

CONCORD
TRENTON



5* B A 3 T I N D I E S  - I N D I A N  O C E A N

■C '  ~ ~  ‘

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

BB

CV

CA

CL

Southwest Pacific 
(Western Section)

Eastern Fleet Area East Indies-Philippines

DD

SS

XCL

»

AV/CVS

AS

WARSPHE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

ADELAIDE

TROMF
TJEHK HIDDES
GRAILING
GRENADIER
TAMBOR
TAUTOG
‘THRESHER
TROUT

GAR
DUDGEON 
Kf 12

DEVO fjofi IRE 
HAWKINS
FROBISHER

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
ASETHUSA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
CARADOC

Approx, 27

On Patrol

9

At Fremantle

CHILDS
HERON
W.B. PRESTON 

PEL IAS

ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE 
CHITRAL 
RAHPURA 
RANCH "s’
WORCESTERSHIRE

ALBATROSS

43HIGARA

KASHII 
KUNA 
ISUZU 
01
KITAGAMI
NATORI

Approx, 12

10

NOTORO

AIRCRAFT (N.W, A?ea only)
Fighter
M/Bombers
Flying Boats

•
pat Planes 
ansport

117
78
3

29
16

$ No Recent Intelligence 
Present Location Uncertain

*  Non-Effective

~  4 •*



British —  M O ST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL H EADQU AR TERS  

SOU TH  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 385 Date: 12th April, 1943

P A R T  I

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. ITORTH EAST ERE AREA

(i) AH.IED FORGES

(a ) At Sea to 1200 /l2 ;

(1) Task Force 74 ("AUSTRALIA” "PHOENIX" "SELFRIDGE" "PATTERSON"
"BAGLEY" "HENLEY") moves from Dunk Island to Palm 
Island 12 /4 .

(2) "PIRIE" en route from Oro Bay to Milne Bay. "WHYALLA" to
provide escort and was to intercept if possible at 
Spear Island daylight 12/4 .

(3) "SUMNER" "SC*744" "SC .749" on survey duty vicinity Deboyne Is.
(4) "KAPUNDA" escorting "BALIKPAPAN" "VAN HEEMSKERK" departed Milne

Bay 0400/11 for Port Moresby ETA 1400/l2.
(5) "BALLARAT" departed Milne Bay 1602/10 for Cairns ETA 1800/12.
(6) "VENDETTA" escorting "MAETSUYCKER" departed Milne Bay 0400/l l

for Townsville ETA 0800/13.
(7) YP.280 departed Milne Bay l009/ll for Townsville ETA 0600/14.
(8) "WABRAMUNGA" escorting "MANGOLA" (for Cairns) departed Port

Moresby 1803/10. "WARRAMUNGA" to provide escort to 
Fitzroy Island and then proceed Townsville ETA 2300/12.

(9) "W2LCANNIA" escorting "DARVEL" "BABINDA" "ISLANDER" departed
Darwin 0335/8 for Thursday Island, was due 1930 /ll.

(10) "CASTLEMAINE" escorting "MULIAMA" departed Darwin 0818/9 for
Thursday Island.

(11) "ECHUCA" escorting "BARALABA" was to depart Thursday Island
0200/12 for Merauke.

(12) SC.746 SC.748 departed Townsville 1636/11 for Brisbane.
(13) "BCW1N" escorting Convoy TN69 ("STAGEN" "UL00L00" "CITY OF FORT

WORTH") en route Port Moresby, was due 0600/l2.
(14) "CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship) departed Brisbane 1245/8 for Port

Moresby ETA 0955/13.
(15) HDML.1074 departed Brisbane 1641/7 for Townsville ETA a.m. 13 /4 .
(16) "GEELONG" "GYMPIE" escorting "EOWAKRA" "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" "PESHA'.AR"

"TAMBUA" "MILDURA" "YARRA" "MATTHEW FLINDERS" for Gladstone, 
Bowen and Townsville, departed Caloundra 0758/10. "GEELONG" 
to part company at High Peak ETA 1800/l2. "GYMPIE" pro­
ceeding Townsville ETA 0630/l4.

(17) "TULSA" departed Caloundra 1858/10 for Tom sville ETA dawn 13 /4 .
(18) "HELM* departed Caloundra 1618/11 for Palm Island ETA 1500/13.
(19) "GOULbURN" dep. Brisbane 0854/11 to RV with LST.452 LCI.339

escorted by "SKYLARK" in position 25°32*S 157°53»E at 
0830/12. hen met "GOULBURN" to relieve "SKYLARK" and 
escort to Brisbane.

(20) "LE TRIOMPHANT* escorting H.T. "KATOOMBA" (for Tosmsville ) departed
Sydney 0928/10. "LE TRIOMPHANT" to provide escort to 
Percy Island and on completion to proceed Brisbane.

(21) 6 submarines on patrol.

«• 1 «“



(b) In Harbour;

Milne Bay Area - Warships & Aax.
Merchant Ships

*

Port Moresby

Thursday Is, 
Cairns

Snail Craft 
Wera hips & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels:

Small Craft
- Warships & Aux.
- Warships ■& Aux.

"WAGGA" "HILO" 15 PT»S 
"KARSIK" ’’HANYANG" "WAKAKA" 
"BOHTEKOE*
Apprex 50 
HDML.1161 

"GENERAL VERS FUCK11 "JOSEPH HOLT1 
"GEORGE W. McCRARY" "WEST CACTUS” 
"AROGBA" ''KEY PITMAN'1

- Approx 20
- "LATEOBE" "INVE2RELL"
- "WARREGO" "GLENEL!}" "PLATYPUS"

Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane

- Harships & Aux.
- Warships & Aux.

10 FT*s (2 refitting)
/torships &  a u x . - "BROOJE" 1IYUNNAM " (ASIS} SC.750

YMS.3 YMS.49 YM3.50
"ROCKHAMPTON"
"RALPH TALBOT" "KALGOORLIE"

"PULTOE" "POYANG" (ASIS) YP.233 YP.291 
YMS.lO YMS.ll YM3.46 YMS.47 YMS.48 YMS.51 
YMS.52 YMS*53 YMS.70 YMS.71 SG.738 SC.740 
SC.745 SC. 747 PC*1119 PC.1121 "CHANTICLEER" 

"BISHOPDALE" "KURUMEA" YDG.2 
(Repairing, Trials etc) - "GLADSTONE" "FREMANTLE" "KATOOMBA"

"BUNBURY" "LITHGOW" "VICTORIA"

(c) Proposed Movements;

(1) "BUNBUHY" escorting Convoy BT51 (3 MV) to depart Caloundra 
0600/13.

(1)

(2 )

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

New Georgia - 2 barges arrived at Viru Harbour early a.m. 10/4 
probably carrying supplies for the known enemy O.P. In that 
location.

Barge activity continues along the S.E . coast of Vella 
Lavella.

Rekata Bay - The waterfront was attacked at sunset 11/4 by
7 Lightnings and 8 Corsairs.

(3) Shortlands - Before dawn l l /4  Liberators dropped 7 tens of
bombs on Kahili.

Reconnaissance a.m. l l /4  sighted the following shipping 
in the Buin-Faisi area -

1 possible cruiser
1 destroyer
3 cargo vessels (1 large, 2 small).

(4) Kieta - Reconnaissance a.m. ll/4  sighted itefit a small cargo
vessel at Kieta.

(5) Nuaa Numa - The previous report of a strip being cleared at
Numa Numa is now discounted but the main supply dumps for 
this area are located here,

Solomons Aircraft - A significant reduction in numbers, of
aircraft In the Solomons Is shown by photographs 11/4 thus -

(6 )

Kahili
Ballale
Faisi
Vila
Munda
Buka

Totals

- 27 fighters, 4 medium bombers
- 1 fighter (and 4 damaged)

15 flc&pianes
- 1 fighter

Nil
- 8 fighters, I medium bomber_____________ _

37 fighters, 5 medium bombers, 15 floatplanes

It is recalled tnat a.m. 7/4 there were on thes® 
aerodromes 246 fighters, 12 medium bombers and 6 floatplanes 
excluding Vila and Munda.

(7) Kavieng - At sbout noon l l /4  one light cruiser and one destroyer 
were sighted about 200 miles ENE Kavieng course 230° speed 30 
knots.

Reconnaissance lloo/ll sighted 2 cargp vessels only In 
the Kavieng area. Full observations ware not possible owing 
to interception by 1C- Zero’s of which two were destroyed, one 
possibly destroyed and three others damaged*

Preliminary report of reconnaissance 1700/l l  show one 
3,000 ton cargo vessel in a position given as the Portland Is .

■* 2 —



Group (25 miles S.W. of New Hanover )*
(8J Witu Islands - Reconnaissance aircraft encountered 10 Zero’ s 

kC over the IVitu Islands at 0805/11 and again 3 Zero»s in the 
V> sane vicinity at 101l/l2*

(9) South Coast New Britain - The two destroyers reported off Cape 
Or ford at 1 olfi/lo and 22 miles S.W* Gasmata at 2108/10 eourse 
270 were located again at 2346/10 37 miles S.W. of Gasmata 
course 8$° and at 0235/11 26 miles S.W. Gasmata course 750.

It would appear that sfrfrfi* these vessels were bound 
for the New Guinea coast they did not reach their objective,

(10) VitiLas StLrait - At 0300/ll the possible wake of a vessel was
seen in Titlas Strait proceeding north,

(11) Wewak - a preliminary report of reconnaissance over Wevrak at
n U o /l l  shows two vessels probably 500 tonners in Wevrak Harbour 
and prob&> ly 18 Zero’s mostly on the ground.

(12) Hansa Bay - Photographs lo /4 of Hansa Bay show considerable
defensive positions. Two 8-gun and 4-gun A.A. batteries are 
visible, also 19 machine gun positions. 26 camouflaged barges 
are also visible.

(13) Oro B ay - 40 to 45 enemy fighters and dive-bombers attacked
shipping in the Oro Bay area at 1225/11 (see Naval Incidents),

(14) Gulf of Carpentaria - Reports continue of suspicious activities
along'the wes t coast of Cape York Peninsula. Investigations 
are still in progress.

NORTH TESTERS AREA

(I) ALL IBB FORCES

(a) At Sea to V, 0p/l2 ;

(1) 6 submarines on patrol,

{b) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - ML,815

(ii )  EKEM? F0RC5S

(1) Timor - Baucau (north coast Eastern Timor) was attacked 
— IOTo/ll by 5 B .2 5 ’ 3.

(2) North coast Dutch K aw Guinea. - 2 cargo vessels (3,000 and 6,000
tons) were sighted p.m. 11/4 in Humboldt Bay (Hollandia). The 
vessels were stationary and the smaller was unloading at the 
wharf,

(3) South Coast Dutch NewGulnea - Babo, Xaimana and Timika (Kaukenau)
#ere attacked during the early hours ll /4  by 4 Catalinas and 
a Hudson. At Kalman a 2 ships of 800 and 100 tons respectively 
were seen and strafed, also 4 Floatplanes. Ab Babo 2 small 
boats were seen in the vicinity of the seaplane base.

SOUTH ffESTSKK AREA

(1) ALL E D  FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200./12:

(1) Y P ,286 Y?*283 departed Sydney 1322/1 for Fremantle,

(b) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warshins & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TRQMP" nT JERX HIDDES"
H PEL IA 3" ’’ISABEL" ’’HORSHAM" ’’DDBBO" "WALLAROO" 
«0TTJS" "CHILDS" IPPOORWILL"

Exrnoufch Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "W .3 . PRESTON” ’’LARK"



4, EASTERN" & SOUTHERN AREA

^  (i) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) Afc Sea tc 12 00/12}

(1) "WARRKAMBOOL" "YANDRA" e300rting Convoy PG43 (2 MV) departed
Caloundra 0755/10 for Newcastle, was due 0500/12 and 
Sydney due 1000/12,

(2)  ̂STUART!t "BUNEABSRG” "VAN HEEMSKERK** escorting Convey C08.7,
(3) ’’CRAVEN" escorting "MS3VILLE" was to depart Sydney 1!?00/11

for Neuisea.
(4) "BENDIGO" "MORESBY" escorting- Convoy 0C86. "ABRAEAK CRIJNSSEN"

was ordered at 1615/11 to RV with convoy and provide 
additional escort,

(5) "lOWNSVimS" was ordered to depart Sydney 1609A1 to proceed to
position 137° 62 idles from Macquarie Ligkt and carry 
out A/S search,

(6) "VAN GALEtt" escorting "HENRY T.AILEN" was to depart Port Phillip
OeocAo for Sydney, due 0800/12*

(7) ',MILDU1iAi,, escorting Oonvoy GP44 (1 MV) due Caloundra C900/l2,
(b) In Arbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "DELORAINE" "GOLD STAR"
"WANGANELLA.* (S ospital Ship) SC*739 SC .751 
IS LCI’ s

(Repairing) "HOBART" "NEPAL" 11MUGPORD" " ALHENA" "SHEPPARTON"
"MARUflDA'1 (Hospital Ship)

(On Reserve) "WESTRALIA" "KANIMBLA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux, - "QUIBERON" "MANOORA" "KYBRA"

"ATREUS" "DOOMBA"
(Repairing) "COLAC"

Geelong - Warships & Aux. - "BTJNGAREE"

(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) "MILDOBA" escorting Convoy P344 (1 M ) to depart Caloundra 
1500/l2 for Sydney,

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

A probable enemy submarine attack was made on an sillied convoy 
at 1400/11 approximately 18 mileB E .N .E . of Cape Howe (see 
NasrsL Incidents).

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCHIS

(1) At Vanikoro - TH0RNT02J (AVD)
(2) At; Eapirlttt S^nto - ENTERPRISE (CV) HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS

LEAKDBR SAN DIEGO (GL) LAN3D0»fNE STRONG NICHOLAS 
FLSTCEEH O'BA®ON RADFORD JENKINS TAYLOR MAURY 
HOPKINS (DD) PREBLE 3REESE TREVER(DM) WARD STERRET 
FAEEHHOLT WOODWORTH BUCHANAN LARDNER MeCALLA (DD)
CURTISS TANGIER (AV) ATHENE (APV) MACKINAC (AVP)
HUNTER LIGGETT {AP) MANLEY (APD) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE)
VESTAL (AR) ALCHIEA ALGORAB LIBRA CELERO (AK) NECSHO 
PLATTE PATUXENT SAP PA HA KNOCK WHIPSTOCK (AO) CONSTANT (AM) 
ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3 5 At Noumea - KILTY (DD) ENGADIH3 (APV) JAMESTOWN (PG)
CEEVREUIL (Sloop) PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AG) m  IT KEY (AD) 
Me CAWLEY IRE SI DENT ADAMS PRESIDENT JACKSON (AP) MAJABA 
TALAMANCA MERCURY TI TANIA CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) 
TRYOB (A?H) PECOS SUAMICO (AO) KINGFISHER ADROIT (AM) 
PAWNEE (AT) HOLLY (YN) 3.31 (S3) ARD.2 KIWI (a /s  Vessel) 
SC, 518

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT) PRESIDENT HAYES (AP)
(5J At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (Of) AMERIOAN LEGION (AP)
(6] Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (AM) LOCUST

BUTTERNUT (YN) WAN DANK (YT) MATAI GALE TUI (A/3 Vessels)



ORTOLAN (A3R) MENOMIHEE (AT) ERSKENE PHELPS (AO)
U' STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

A A 7 )  At Vila - KARJLMD COLORADO (B3) SANGAMON CHENANGO SUWANNEE (ACV 
\\ LANG WILSON EATON CONY (DD) BALLARD (AV) LACKAWANNA

KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER PC.476 PC.477 
PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(8) At Nandi - COPAH3E (ACV)
(9) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) MTARES FOMALHiCJ T PINCKNEY (AK)

SOLACE (AH)
(10) At Wellington - TRACY (Dl'} SHELDRAKE (AM) MOUNT VERNON 

CRESCENT CITY (AP)

NAVAL INCIDENTS

(1) Wewak - Results of th© attack on shipping at ^’ewak shortly
before dawn 10/4 are as follows*-

Direct hits j\rer© scored on a 1000 ton cargo vessel 
off the wharf area. I he ship .was reported fco be destroyed,

A direct hit or very near miss damaged a 500 tonner in 
the same area.

The 1500 ton ship 5 miles off-shore was strafed and 
set on fire,

(2) Cape Howe - "RECINA" (Yugoslav - 4,732 tons) was sunk off Cape
Howe at 1400/11. "RECIKA" was in convoy with 12 or 13 merchant 
vessels, escorted by E .M .A .S ."BENDIGO" & "MORESBY" from 
■Melbourne, Nine or ten survivors were picked up by H .M .A .S . 
"MORESBY",

"RECINA” exploded and sank in l-g minutes. It is 
reported that she was torpedoed but no enemy sightings were 
made and counter attack was negative.

(3) Pro Bay - "PIRIE'! escorting "HANYANG*1 (british - 2,876 tons)
anct "NOORA" (British - 1,072 tons) was attacked by a large 
force of dive bombers and fighters (about 50 in total) off 
Oro Bay at 1225/11. "PIEIEn received a direct hit amidships 
and was machine gunned and cannoned. Extensive damage was 
reported to guns and navigational instruments. "HANYANG" 
was hit in No,3 Hatch and was making water and. an attempt was 
being made to beach her at Gro Bay. N .O .I.C .Port Moresby 
reported "hat "PIRIE" escorting ^HANYANG" arrived at Oro Bay 
1445/11. An air signal states that "NOORA" also received a 
direct hit.

Casualties are not yet fully reported, but include the
12 pdr. gun crew and gunnery officer of "PIRXE",

Approximately 50 Lightnings and Kittyhawks attacked 
the enemy aircraft at 1.230/11 as a result of which 5 dive 
bombers and 12 fighters were destroyed and one dive-bomber and 
five fighters probably destroyed. One Lightning crash-landed 
otherwise only slight damage to our aircraft &as sutalfled.

ENEMY1S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1; Strong consolidation advanced positions S. S. P:A,
particularly Central & Northern Solomons - North 
coast New Guinea - S.W, coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafara Sea Islands,

(2) Heavy air offensive against Southern Solomons and
possibly against New Guinea,

(3) Increased offensive submarine activ ity.

12 /4 /43

- 5 -



DAILY NAVAL SUM® RY

A P A R T  II

MOST SECRET 

11/4/43

ALLIED & ENEMY CRDER OP BATTLE

1. SOUTH WEST & SOUTH PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

South West Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-
Solomons

BB

CV

2 ®

ACV 

CA

CL

DD

AUSTRALIA

PHOENIX 
NASHVILLE 
VAH HE3MSKERK 

3t EOBART

*
3E

ARUNTA
WARRAMUNGA
LE TRIOMPHANT
SELFRIDGE
PATTERSON
HELM
HENLEY
BAGLEY
CRAVEN
RALPB TALBOT
VAN GALEN
STUART
VENDETTA
QUI3ER0N
NEPAL
MUGFORD

IEDIANA
WASHINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MARYLAND 
COLOR ATX?

SISTER? RISE 
SAiiAT OGA

CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE

LOUISVILLE 
SAM FRANCISCO 
WICHITA

HONOLULU 
HELENA 
ST.LOUIS 
COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MONTPELLIER 
DENVER 
SAW DIE GO 
SAN JUAN

Approx 50

YAMATO (po s 3 . Empir e )
MUSASHI 
MUTSU 
NAGATO 
KONGO 
EAR UNA

ZUIKAKU

NXTAKA
HAYATAKA
ZUIHO

CEUYO
OTAKA
RYUHO

ATAGO
TAKA 0
AOBA
CHOKAI
HAGURO
TONE
TIKtJMA

AGANO
JINTSU
SENDAI
EATORI
KASHIMA
NAGARA

Approx 40

Non-effective
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South West Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks
Solomons

AY/CVS

xay / xcvs

PT

COMBAT AP

x
*

AMBERJACK )
) 
)\ 
i 
) 
)

GRAMPUS 
[GRAY BACK 
GROUPER 
GROfiLSR 
TRTBOB

AL3AG0RE
D3UMi
GATO
GHEENliING
GUAHDFISH
?ETO
fvm
K.9

25

H.T. ALLEN
MAKOGHA
WE3PHALIA
KANIMBLA

At Brisbane

)
)
) On Patrol 
)
)

At Sydney

CURTISS
TANGIER

5

AS or XAS FULTON

AD DOBBIN DIXIE
—  WHITNEY

AIRCRAFT (N.E, Area only)

Fighters 
M/Bombers 
SE/Bombers 
Flying Boats

*
tplanes 
sport A/C

Approx 25-30

CHIT03E
AKITSUSHIMA

6

•>
«

3 or more

*

240
154

90
15
52
17



C E N T R A L  P A C I P I C

BB

ALLIED FORCES

NORTE CAH)LIITA 
tdafto

MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
NEVADA 

x WEST VIRGINIA 
*  C&IFORNIA 
x TBWESSSE

ENEMY FORCES

ISE
FU30
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA

CV 3U0KAFU
IICSKO (Training Ship)

xcv LONG ISLAND

ACV NASSAU 
ALT AKA BA 
COPAFSE

UNTO

CA

•
SALT LAKE CITY 
NEW ORLEANS 

x MINNEAPOLIS 
x  PENSACOLA 
x PORTLAND

KUMANO
SUZUYA
1 Unidentified

OCA 3 - 6

CL RICHMOND ABUKUMA
KISO

XCL - i  2 or 3

AV/CVS ? ms SHIN 
KAMO I

XAV/XCVS ? 2

DD ? Approx 16

SS * Approx 30

3 . S O R T H E R N P A C I P I C

INDIANAPOLIS NAG HI

CL DETROIT
RALEIGH

TAMA

XCL - 3

DD 10 Approx 4

SS_ 10 Approx 10

4* S 0 U T H E A S T E R N P A c I F I C

C ^ COES CORD 
TRENTON

m

x Non-effective

«* 3 ••



«*

5. EAST<*
ALLIED FORCES

INDIES — INDIAN OCEAN

ENEMY FORCES

•

South West Pacific A„«r, 
(Western Section) Ea-tern Fleet Area East Inai es-Philippines

BB WARSPITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

CV /  ILLUSTRIOUS

CA SUSSEX
DEVONSHIRE
HAWKINS
FROBISHER

ASHIGAKA

CL

•
AI'ELA IDE MAURITIUS 

GAMBIA 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
ARETHU3A 
CERES 
DAUNTLESS 
CAPETOWN 
D CREAK 

» CARADOC

KASHII
KUMA
ISUZU
01
KITAGAMI 

x NATORI

AV/CVS CHILDS 
HSR OK
W. 6 .PEESTOK

ALBATROSS NO TORO

XCL mm AL AU I'll A
CARTHAGE
CHITRAL
ilANPURA
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

2

DD THOMP
T JERK IJIDDES

Approx 27 Approx 12

% C-EAYLING ) 
C-RENADIEB) ) 
TAMBOR ) 
TA’JTOG j On 
THRESHER J 
TROUT )

9

Patrol

10

GAR )
GUDGEON ) At Fremantle 
X.12 )

A3 or XAS PELIAS ? 1

AIRCRAFT (y.Y^SXx N.W. Area only)

Fighters 
M/Bombera 
F]^ing Boats 
F3® t Planes 
Transport a/ c

117
73
3

29
16

/  No recent intelligence.
Present location uncertain.

*  Non-effective
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C .o .I .c .
British 
U. S.

M OST  SECRET 
S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQU ARTERS 

S O U T H  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 386 Date: 13th April, 1943

P A R T  I.

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1 . NORTH EASTERN AREA

( 1 )

(2
(3

(4
(5

(6

(7
(8

(9
(10

(11

(12

(13
(14

(15
(16
(17

(18

(19
(20

(21)

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/l3:

"PHOENIX” "PATTERSON” departed Palm Island 2200/12 for 
Brisbane ETA 1200/15.

"HELM” departed Caloundra 1618/11 for Palm Island due 1200/13*
”RALPH TALBOT” departed Caloundra 1701/12 to exercise with 

submarine to seaward of Cape Moreton.
"SUMMER” ”SC.744” " SC.749" on survey duty vicinity Deboyne Is* 
"WHYALLA" escorting ”PIRIE” (damaged, en route from Oro Bay) 

to Milne Bay, was due 2300/12*
"KAPTJHDA” escorting "BALIKPAPAN” "VAN JffiBMSKERK” en route Port 

Moresby to Milne Bay ETA 1200/l4,
"BALLARAT” departed Milne Bay 1602/10 for Cairns, was due 180Ci/l2.
”VENDETTA" escorting ”ffiAETSUYCKER” departed Milne Bay 0400/11 for 

Townsville was due 0800A3#
"YP.280" departed Milne Bay 1009/11 for Townsville ETA 0600/14.
"CASTLEMAINE” escorting "MULIAMA” departed Darwin 0818/9 for 

Thursday Island.
"BCMEN” escorting Convoy TN69 ("STAGE!.!" "UL00L00” "CITY OF FORT 

WORTH” ) en route Port Moresby, was due 0600/12.
"CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship) departed Brisbane 1245/8 for Port 

Moresby, was due 0955/13.
"SWAN” escorting "TAROONA" to Milne Bay ETA 17Q0/13.
"GYEPIE" escorting "KOVilARRA" *ABMIRAL HALSTEAD" "TAMBUA" "MILDURA" 

"YARRA” "MATTHEW FLINDERS" for Bowen and Townsville, ETA 
Townsville 0630/14,

"GEELONG" en route from High Peak to ‘Brisbane after escort duty. 
HDML.1074 departed Brisbane 1641/7 for Townsville, was due a.m. 13/4< 
"TULSA" departed Caloundra 1858/10 for Townsville was due dawn 13/4* 
YMS.9 YMS*49 YMS.50 departed Townsville 1618/12 for Cairns. $ere 

due l000/l3 .
"GOULBURN” escorting LST.452 LCI.339 to Brisbane*
"LE TRIOMPHANT" escorting H.T. "KATOOMBA" (for Townsville) departed 

Sydney 0 9 ® /lO . "LE TRIOiiPHANT” to provide escort to 
Percy Island and on completion to proceed Brisbane*

6 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour;

Milne Bay Area - Warships & Aux. - "WAGGA” "IlILO" 15 PT’ s
Merchant Vessels: "WANAKA” "BONTEKOE"
Small Craft - Approx 50

- 1 -



v port Moresby - farahlpa & Aux. - HDML.1161
y Merchant Vessels: * JOSEPH iiOLT" "GEORGE W ,McCRARY"

"’jfEST CACTUS'1 "KEY PITKAK^'AROOM' 
Small Craft • - Approx 20 

Thursday Is . - Warships & Aux. - BLATR03EB "INYERELL" ^ILCAiWIA'* 
Cairns - Warships & Avx. - "tfARREGO" "GLENELGH "PLATYPUS9

"MEREUR** 10 PT’ s (2 refitting) 
Palm Island - Warships & Aux. - "AUSTKALIA" "SELFRIBGE" :,BAGLEY"

"HENLEY” "YUNNAN"
Townsville - Warships £ Aux. - "WARRAMUNGA® "BROOME* SC .750 
Maryborough - Warships & Aux. - " R OCKHAMPTOF"
Brisbane - Warships & £ux. - "PULTON*1 "POY^^G" (ASIS) YP .233

YP. 291 YM3.10 YMS.ll YMS.4G YMS.47 YMS.48 
YMS.51 VMS.52 YYiS.53 IM S .70 YM3.71 SC .738 
SC .740 SC .745 3C.746 SC .747 S C .748 PC.1119 
PC.1121 CHANTICLEER" '’BISHOFDALE" "KUKffMBA* 
YDG.2

(Repairing, Trials ete) - BGLADSTONE" "FREMANTLE " "KATOOMBA"
"BUR3URY” "LITBGOT*1 ''VICTORIA"*

(c ) Proposed Movementst

(1) "WAGGA" escorting "BOMTEKOE" to depart Milne Bay p.m. 13./4
for Oro Bay,

(2) SC .750 escorting Convoy TN72 ( "ASSOCIATBDK "DAVID BUSHNELL"
’•VAN REUTSZ"T To"cTepart Townsville 0500/14 . *¥ARRAMU»GA* 
to RV off Fitsroy Island at 1750/14 and join escort to 
Port Moresby ETA 0830/16 .

(3) Convoy TN73 ( "POPiTMiEp “BAN HONG LI0NGfll " ADMIRAL HALSTEAD*) to
' 'depart Townsville 1000/14. "GLEKELC-" to RV off Fitzroy

Island at 0600/l5  and escort to Milne Bay ETA 1730 /17 .
(4) "GOULBURH1* ''BUNBURY" escorting Convoy Bfol (6 KV including

"BISHOPDALE") to depart Brisbane 1500/13 . On a rrival 
Percy Islands "G0rJL3URH" to return Brisbane. ’’BUIJBUHY" 
to continue escort of slow section to Townsville.

( i i )  E5EMY FORCES

(1) Shortlands - Reconnaissance a.m . 12/4  revealed the following
sM pp’ih’’: in the Buin - Faisi area : -

3 cargo vessels 
1 corvette

(2) Solomons - Barge & Saall-Craft Activity 11-12/4 - The two barges
which were a t Viru K&rbour"departed S:V at o /l2 . Considerable 
launch activity was reported in the Rekata Bay area morning 12 /4  
A barge- was at Munda night l l /4  and two in N.W.. Vella Lavella 
area morning 1 2 /4 .

(3) Solomons - Air Attacks - 12 Avengers attacked Munda a.m. l l /4
starting fires and explosions. 7 Lightnings 8 Corsairs at 
sunset i l /4  silenced four A .A . positions at Rekata Bay and on 
the sans night, 6 Fortresses attacked Kahili and Baliale . Two 
Fortresses mis si ng.

(4 ) Hew Ireland - Reconnaissance l l /4  reported sighting a force
described as one cargo vessel and 7 destroyers 240 miles NNS 
of Kavieng, course not reported.

(5) Raj ai 1 - Three 1000 ton merchant v ossels with 20 small boa ts
nearby, soarie of vt) ich were under tow, were sighted at approx 
0900/12 69 miles WW  of Rabaul on coarse lOS6 . The convoy 
was attacked and one near miss was scored, and one small craft 
was set on fire by strafing.

Photo a R&baul 1035/12 reveal the following shipping -
9 destroyers (incl. 1 large prob. "TERUTSUKI" class)
1 possible old desfc royer
2 destroyer tenders
3 submarines
1 submarine tender ("JINGEI" class)
2 submarine chasers
1 rainesweeoer
4 tankers (one of SB IRE KOTO" c]& as - 14,000 tons -

and 3 described as of 2000 tons)
38 merchant vessels totalling 181 .000  tons (Incl. 2

Total ~59 off Kok:>po)

--  - 2 -



The photographing P .58 also reported, sighting 2 destroyers 
23&iles E . by N. of Rabaul on course 200 at 1030 /12 . The 
last complete photographic reconnaissance was on 26 /3  when 
65 vessels were sighted including 33 merchant vessels totall­

ing 2 0 0 ,0 0 0  tons).
The following aircraft were photographed -

F Transport A/C

Lakunai 0 8 54 5
Rapopo 23 6 10
Vunakanau 17 15 40

(a small portion obscured by clouds)
(6 ) Cape St.George - A convoy of 2 destrop rs and one large merchant

vessel was sighted 10  miles west of Cape St .George on course 
150° speed 10 knots at approx 0545/12, The convoy was shadowed 
until 0700 wlien it *as five miles SW by W. of Cape St.George. 
This force would appear to be en route from Rabaul to the 
Siiortlands base.

(7) Wide Bay - A cargo vessel is  reported to have entered fide Bay
-■oszm-z.

(8 ) But - 10 fighters, 2 medium bombers were reported on the
aerodro -e at 09 28 /ll . The strip appeared to be in good 
condition.

(8) Wewak-Hansa 8a 3 Area - A force comprising 4 destroyers and 4 
merchant vesseIs To000 tons) was sighted 94 miles north by 
east of Wewak on course 130 at I I 06/ I I .  At 1628/12 2 destroys
4 merchant vessels (6-8000 tons) and 2 merchant vessels (500- 
1000 tons] were reported in Hansa Bay* The vessels were 
attacked at 164l/l2,, and one direct hit was scored, and tiro 
vessels were observed to be smoking. At 1706/12
two merchant vessels were reported to be unloading.

This is the first  sighting of an enemy convoy in 
Hansa Bay following several recent indications of eneay 
interest in thi3 area, including the d eveL opment of strong 
A.A. defences around the Bay. It is possible that the enemy 
now intends to use Hansa Bay as his advanced shipping terminal 
in th is  area, in view of the closer proximity of this base to 
his advanced New Guinea positions.

In ewak Barbour 5 cargo vessels (one of 6-8000 tons,
2 of lOOC tons and 2 of 500 tons) and two other snaL 1 vessels 
were sighted at 1040 /12 .

At Wewak 20 fighters and !4/ b !s were sighted on the 
aerodrome and 2 fighters airborne morning 1 1 /4 . Twelve fighter 
intercepted the recce Liberator 30 miles east of Wewak at 
1040 /l2 . Six were shot down and one probably.

(10) Morobe - It  was reported 1700/12 that an enemy aircraft dropped
bombs on lorobe. II0 damage was caused.

(11) Port Moresby - 50 combers escorted by 50 fighters attacked
aerodrome3 morning 1 2 /4 , 2 B .25*s , 1 Beaufighterx were 
destroyed. 1 B .25, 1 Beaufighters, 1 P .39 badly damaged and
4 B .£ 5 fs and 2 Beaufighters damaged. In addition some damage 
was con.e to buildL ngsand camp areas, and 4000 drums of fuel 
were!destroyed. 7 personnel were k illed . A number of enemy 
aircraft sere destroyed by allied fighter interception and
A .A. but final results are not yet assessed. The last heavy 
daylight raid on Port Moresby prior to this attack was on 
September 21, 1942*

KORTH WaSTfiRN AREA

(i)  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /13 :

(1) "KGHUCA* escorting^BARALABA” was cue Merauke 0730/ l 3 .
(2) 6 subia rine patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships k Aux. - ML.815

m/ b l / b  d / b



( I i )  EK'Efc-Y FORCES

(1) Rcllandla - photos 1625/11 show 2 vessels of 6000 and 3000 tons
In Humboldt Bay. Reconnaissance 0740 /12  revealed one 300 ton 
cargo vessel In Humboldt Bay.

Photos l€ 30/ll of the Hollandia Strip are not clear, 
but the aerodrome appears to be serviceable.

(2) Kaimana Bay - Ore 3000 azxi two 2000 ton vessels were sighted
in Kaimana Bay a.m . 1 2 /4 . The larger vessel was unsuccess­
fully attacked.

(3) Aroe Islands - Two heavily camouflaged 200 ton vessels 25 miles
oSAI of Dobo were strafed a.au 1 2 /4 ,

SOCITH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALL I ED F0KSE3 

(a ' At Sea to 1200/l3i

(1) YP.2S6 YP .288  departed Sydney 1322/1  for Fremantle,
(2) "HERON" departed Prem ntle 1555/12 for Exmouth Gulf,

(b ) In  Harbour ;

Fremantle - Warships & Aux, - "ADELAIDE" "TROMP" "TJERE HIDDES"
"PELIAS" "ISABEL" "HORSEAM” -’DUBBO" "WALLAROO" 
"CTUS" "CHILDS" "WHIPPOORWILL*

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - wW .B, PRESTON" "LARK"

E A STERN & 30UTIISR N A RE A

(i)  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Se& to 1 2 0 0 /l 3:

(1) "KALGCORLIE" "MILDURA31 escorting Convoy PG44 acre to RV with
"ASFA3IA NDMIKOS" southbound at outer end Brisbane 
searched charnel at 1200/13 and escort to Sydney.

(2) "DOOMBA" escorting Convoy 0C87 (including "BtHIGAREB") was to
depart For- Phillip 2300/l2 to RV in Wilson’ s 
Promontory srea with "STUART" "BUNBAEERG" MVAN HEEMSKERK" 
escorting Convoy C087.

(3) "SYBHA" departed Melbourne 1305 /12 . To exercise vicinity s?il3on*s
Promontory and then proceed Sydney.

(b J in Harbour:

Newcastle - Warships & Aux. - "BE13DIG0"
Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "DSLORAINE" "GOLD STAR" "H .T .ALLEN"

"MORESBY" "WARRNAMBOOL" "YANBRA" "ABRAHAM 
CRIJNSSSN" "TOWNSVILLE" "WANGANEILA" (Hospital 
Ship) SC .739 SC• 751 13 LCI*s 

(Repairing) "HOBART" "NEPAL" "MUGFORD" "VAN GALEN" "ALHENA"
" SK3PPART0N" "MANDNDA" (HospitaL Ship)

(On Reserve) " STEALIA" "KANIHSLA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "QUIBERQN" "MANOORA15 "ATREUS" 

(Repairing) "COLAC"

(c ) Proposed Eoveatents:

(1) "BENDIGO" escorting Cenvoy C088 to depart Newcastle a .m. 14 /4 .
"DELORAINEr ‘'llORESbY** to take over escort at RV off 
Sydney at 1300 /l4 .

(2) "TOWNSVILLE" "ABBAEAM CRIJNSSEN" escorting Convoy GP45 to
depart Sydney 1000/14,



B. ^b»TH PAGIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At vanikorc - THORNTON (AVD)
(2) At Sspiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS

LEANiEfi SAN DI2C-0 (CL) LANSDO’VKE STRONG NICHOLAS 
FLETCHER O ’SAMNOK RADFORD J1KEISS MAURY HOPKINS 
WARD FAHERHOLT WOODWORTH BUCHANAN LARDNER McCALLA (DD) 
PREBLE BREESE TREVER (DM) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) ATHENS (APV 
MACKINAC (AVP) HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) MANLEY (APD) DIXIE (AD) 
PYRO (AE) VESTAL ( AR) ALCHIBA AIGORAB CELE SO (AK) IEOSHO 
PLATTS PATUXENT TAPPAHAFNOCK MIPSTOCK (AO) CONSTANT (AM) 
ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - KILTY (DD) ENG ADI NE (APV; JAMESTOWN (PG)
CHEVEEUTL (Sloop) PROMETHEUS (A S) ARGONNE (AO) W ITNEY  ( ,D) 
McCAWLSY PRESIDENT ADAMS PRESIDENT JACKSON (AP) MAJABA 
TALAMANCA MERCURY TITANIA CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) 
TRYON (APH) PSCCS SUAMICO (AO) KINGFISHER ADROIT (AM) 
PA'ii/NEE (AT) HOLLY (YN) S .31 (SS) ARD.2 KIKI (a/ S  Vessel) 
SC. 518

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SCNOMA (AT) Hi ESI DENT HAYES (AP)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (AP)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (AM) LOCUST

BUTTERNUT (YN) VAN DANK (YT) MATA I GALE TUI (a / s  Vessels) 
ORTOLAN (ASR) MSKOMINEB (AT) ER3XIHE PHELPS (AO)
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) SAN GABON CHENANGO SUWAN3EE (ACV
LANG ULSON  EATON CONY (DD) HALLAid) (AV) LACKAWANNA 
KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO) HIGEL (AR) ROAMER PC.476 PC .477 
PC .473 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(8) At Nandi - COPAHE’E (ACV)
(9) At Auckland - EBONY (YU) FOMALHAUT PINCKNEY (AX) SCtAOE (A*)

(10) At Wellington - TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE- (AM) MOUNT VERNON
CRESCENT CITY (AP)

(i i )  F.NSKY FORCES

! Guadalcanal - Aircraft reported sighting 2 vessels off* the 
' west end of Guadalcarnal during nigjit 11-12/4.

NAVAL IMGIDENTS

(1) San Cristobal - Odr. 3rd Fleet reports that U .S . "STRONG”
definitely sank an enemy submarine off the northeast 
coast San Cristobal on 7th April.

(2) Pro Day - Further to the attack on "PIRIS" "HANYANG" f,NOORAn
in the Oro 3ay area 11 /4 , N« 0 ,1 .0 .  Port Moresby now reports 
that the casualties were as follows -

"PIETE*1 - one officer, six ratings killed ;
five ratings wounded.

"HANYANG* - one killed , two missing believed killed, 
three wounded.

’’NOORA * - n il casualties.

ItvAs reported that "SANYAS®** Is possible able to remain 
afloat. Part of the unloading gear is serviceable and an 
attempt will te made to sail this vessel to Milne Bay on 
completion of unloading operations.

'‘NOORA" sustained a hole in the port side probably 
from a near miss and has been sailed for Port Moresby*

"P IR H "  escorted by "WHYALLA** was due at Milne Bay 
23C0/12.
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£ ^ Y » 5 PROBABLE HE XT MOVE

(1) Stron; consolidation advanced positions S .W .P .A .
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea - S*#. coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Heavy air offensive against Southern Solomons and
possibly against New Guinea.

(3) Increased offensive sutearine activity.

For DIRECTOR C .Q .I .
• « hi » •  > & * ' » ̂  »

13 /4 /43
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DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

P A R T  II

MOST SECRET 

1 2 /4 /43

ALL IED fc ENETtY ORDER OP BATTLE

1# SOUTH YfEST Ba SOUTH PACIFIC

^  ALLIED FORCES ENELfY FORCES

South West Pacific 
(Eastern Section) Soutli Pacific Trade-Jaluit-Bismarcks-

Solomons

BB

CV

*

ACV

CA

CL

DD

AUSTRALIA

PHOEHIX
VAK E ESM SKERK

*  HOBART

Jf
»

ARUNTA 
WARRAMUNGA 
LE 7RI0MPHANT 
SELFRIDGE 
PATTERSON 

HE Li!
HEKLET 
BAGLEY 
RALPH TALBOT 
VAN GALEN 
STUAR T 
VENDETTA 
QUISBRON 
NEPAL 
MUGFORD

INDIANA 
WASHINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MHTLAND 
COLO RAPO

ENTER fHISE 
SARATOGA

CHENANGO
SANGAION
SU1ANNEE

LOUISVILLE 
3AN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA

HONOLULU
HELENA
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN

Appr ox 50

YAMATO (poss. Empire)
MUSASHI 
MUTSU 
HA GAT 0 
KOEGO 
BAR UNA

ZUISAKU

HIIAKA
HAYATAKA
ZUIHO

CHUYO
OTAFA

ATAGO
TAKAO
A OB A
CHOEAI
HAGURO
TONE
TIKUMA

AGAMO
JTNTSU
SENDAI
KATORI
X*i**x
KASHIMA
NAGARA

Appr ox 40

ji Non-effective
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SS

South West Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific
Truk-Jaluit-Bismarck3-

Solomons

AMBERJACK ) 
)QATO 

SRAM PUS 
3RAYBACK 
GROWLER 
I'RIT®

) At Brisbane

)

AS BAO ORE ) 
DRUM )
GREETING ) 
GROUPER ) 
uUARDFISH ) 
PETO 
TUBA 
K.6

On patrol

)
£ At Sydney

xav/ xcvs

FT 25

COMBAT AP H .T . ALLEN 
1 MAH 0 ORA 

x WESTRALIA 
*  Ka NDJBLA

AS or XAS FULTON

AD DOBBIN

MRCRAFT (BiE.Area only)

Fi liters 
M/Bombers

«
 Bombers 
ing Boats 
Flcatplanes 
Transport A/c

CURTISS
TABOESR

3

•>

DIXIE
WHITNEY

Appr* ox 25-30

CHITOSE
AKITSUSEIMA

6

?

3 or mor e

231
158

85
15
52
17



\
2* C E H E  A L P A C I F I 0

j-
#

BB

fflt

£S£

m

OA

A

CL

XCL

M m

XAT/XCTS

DD

SS

ALLIED FORCES

NORTH GABOLIM 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NSW 1ESOC© 
HEVADA 

»  WEST V i r g i n ia  
K CALIFORNIA 
x TEMESSED

LONG ISLAND

NASSAU
aLTMAHA
COFAHE1

SALT LAKE CITY 
NBt ORLEANS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
PENSACOLA 
K)KTLAUD

EICBMOSD

?

t

EKEHY FORCES

ISE
FOB©
■xtmmiRQ
HYUG-A

8H0EAKU
HCSHO (Training Ship)

UNYO
BXIMO

K8MAN0
SUZUYA
1 tmidentlfled

ABUKUMA
K3S0

2 OS 3

NXSSHIN 
M O  I

Approx 16 

Approx 30

CA

&

XCL
aM BM W

DD

M

3« 1 0  

INDIANAPOLIS

DETRCIT 
RALEIGE

10

10

H E R N

3

Approx 4 

Approx 10

CL

4* S O U T H E A S T E R N  P A  O i l  I_ C,

CONCORD
TRENTON

m Non-effective



5 . liSTJCNDISS 

\  Ai^»I3D FORCES

INDIAN OCEAN

ENEMY FORCES

Soutli West Pacific 
(Western Section) Eastern Fleet Area last Indies-Philippines

4

cv

CA

CL

AV/CV£

XCL

m

as

ADELAIDE

CHILDS
HERON
W«B. PRESTON

THOM?
TJERX HIDDES

WARSPITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

6 ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX
DEVONSHIRE
HANKINS
FROBISHER

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
XENYA
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
ARETHUSA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
CARADOC

ALBATROSS

ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE
CHITRAL
RaNPURA
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE 

Approx 27

GRAYLING
GRENADIER
TA&BOR
TAUTOG
THRESHER
TROUT

GAR ) 
GUDGEON 
K*12

On patrol

At Fremantle

AS or XAS PELIAS

AIRCRAFT (N.W. Area only)

fighters 
11/Bombers 
Hying Boats 
Float Planes 

^fansport a/ c

ASHIGARA

KASHII
KINU
ISUSU
01
KITAGAMI 
KUMA

* NATORI

NOTORO

Approx 12

10

117
78
3

29
16

No reoent intelligence. 
Present location uncertain.

*  Non-effective

•  4 •



C . O . I . C .

British 
U. S.

GENERAL HEADQU ARTERS 

SOU TH  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 3 0 7 Date: 14th A p ril ,1945

M O ST  SECRET 
S E C R E T

P A R T I .

A . SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1 . NORTH EASTERN AHBA

(i) ALLIED FORCh'S

(a) At Sea to 12Q0/l4 :

(1) "PHOENIX" "PATTERSON" departed Palm Island 2200/12 for Brisbane 
ETA 1200 /15 .

(2) "RALPH TALBOT" departed Caloundra 1701/12 to exercise with 
submarine to seaward of Cape Moreton*

(3) "SUMNER" "SC,744 " "S C .749" on survey duty vicinity Deboyne Is .
(4) "KAPUNDA" escorting "BALIKPAPAM" "VAN HEEMSKERK" en route Port 

Moresby to Milne Bay ETA 1200 /14 .
(5) "VAGGA" escorting "BGNTEKOE" was to depart Milne Bay p.m. 13/4 

for Oro Bay.
(6) "CASTLEMAINE" escorting "MULIAMA" departed Darwin 0818/9 for 

Thursday Island.
(7) "CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship) departed Port Moresby 1703/13 for 

Brisbane ETA 1400 /lS .
(8) "YP .280" departed Milne Bay 1009/11 for Townsville ETA 0600 /l4 .
(9) "BALLARAT" departed Townsville 16lo /l3  ETA Caloundra 0600 /l6 .

(10) "S C .750" escorting Convoy TN72 ("ASSOCIATED" "DAVID BUSHNELL"
"VAN HEUTSZW) was to depart Townsville 0500 /l4 .
"WARRAMUNGA" to KV off Fitzroy Island 1730/14 and join 
escort to Port Moresby ETA 0830 /l6 .

(11) "TULSA" departed Townsville 1 6 20 /B  for Cairns ETA 1000 /14 .
(12) "GYMPIE" escorting "KCWAhRA" "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" "TAM BOA "MILDURA" 

for Townsville ETA 0630/14 .
(13) HDML.1074 departed Brisbane 1641/7  for Townsville, was due a .m . 1 3 /4 .
(14) "GOULBURN" "BUNBURY" escorting Convoy BT51 ( "BISHOPDALE" "CREMER" 

"HENRY DEARBORN" " JAPAKA" "3  ,:VAuTENHOMDT" ""THEELENS" ) dep. 
Caloundra 0335/14 . Onarrival Percy Islands ETA 1400 /l6 , 
"GOULBURN" to return Brisbane, "BUNBURY" to continue 
escort of slow section to Townsville ETA 2000/17,

(15) 6 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

M in e  Bay Area - Warships & Aux. - "ARUNTA" "3  - AN" "WKYAILA" "PIRIE"
"HILO" 15 PT»s 

Merchant Vessels*. "GORGON" "CARDROSS" "VAN 0UTH00«N"
"TAHOONA"

Small Craft - Approx 50 
Port Moresby - Warships <VAux. - "BOWEN" HDML.1161

Merchant Vessels: "JOSEPH HOLT" "GEORGE ff.McCKAHY"
"STAGEN" "UL00L00" "CITY OF FORT WORTH"
".VEST CACTUS" "KEY PITMAN"

Small Craft - Approx 20

- 1 -
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Thursday Is . - Warships & Aux. - "LATSCBE1* "IHVERELL* mWILCAJE IA"
. Cairns - Warships & Aux. - "Wa RREGO" "GLENELG" "PLATYPUS"
'  "KERKUR" 10 PT’ s (2 refitting)

YES 9 YMS.49 YHS#50 
Palm Island - Warships & Auz. - "AUSTRALIA * * " SELFRIDGE" "BAGLEY"

" ^ELM" "HENLEY*5 "YUNNAN" 
Townsville - Warships & Aux. - aYENDETTA51 "BROOME’'
Maryborough - Wa* shins & Aux. - ''ROCKHAMPTON"
Brisbane ' - Warships k Aux. * "GEELONG" ”FULTON" "POYANG" (ASIS

YP. 233 YP. £91 YMS.lO YMS.ll YMS.46 YMS.47 
YMS.48 YMS.51 YMS.52 YMS.55 YUS.70 YMS.71 
SC .738 SC .740 SO .745 3C.746 3C.747 SC .748 
PC.1119 PC.1121 "CHANTICLEER* "8ISH0PDALE" 
"KURUIQA" YDG.2 L3T.452 LC I.339 

(Reoairing, Trials etc) - aGLADSTONE" "FREMANTLE11 "KATOOMBA"
'^LITHGOW" "VICTORIA*

(c) Proposed Moveme n t s :

(1) Convoy TE73 ("PORTMAR" "BAN HONG LIONS" "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD") to
““-- -- depart Townsville 1200 /l4 . "GLENELG" tx> RV off Fitzroy

Island at 0600/lo m d  escort to Milne Bay ETA 1730/17 .

(i i )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) Solomons Aircraft - Photos 12 /4  show -
Kahili - 33 fighters, 5 medium bombers
Ballale - 7 fighters
Faisi - 16 floatplanes
Buka - 13 fighters, 7 medium bombers
Munda and Vila were not covered.

Photos a.m. 13 /4  show -
Ballale - 7 fighters 
Faisi - 10 floatplanes
Munda &  Vila - rail 
Kahili and Buka vsere not covered.

(2) Choiseul Is . - A barge at B arm: a tana (middle SW coast} was
attacked l44o /l3  by 4 Corsairs and 4 Lightnings and set 
on f ir e .

(3) New Georgia - Vila bivouac area was attacked a.;n. 12/4 by
6 torpedo bombers covered by 23 Wildcats.

At 0815/13 Munda runway dispersal areas and bivouac 
area were attacked by 11 torpedo bomber3 covered by 21 
fighters. One fighter is missing.

(4) Shortlands - Kahili airfield  was attacked 2105-2155/12 by
3 Liberators which dropped 5 tons of bombs*

Reconnaissance 1 0 1 0 A 3  sighted the following shipping 
in the Buin-Faisi area -

1 destroyer
4 cargo vessels (2 large)

Total 5
Reconnaissance 1305/13 reported no change in the shipping.

(5) Rabaul - Reconnaissance 14 25/13 reported over 50 vessels in
Rabaul Harbour in addition to three large cargo shios and
4 unidentified warships off Praed Point, course 360 °.
Shipping was probably similar to that reported by photographs 
12 /4  when 59 vessels were visible including 56 merchant 
vesasLs totalling 181 ,000  tons.

(6) Cape Orford - A submarine was seen off Cape Orford 0730/13 on
a northerly course. At 1400/13 a reconnaissance aircraft 
sighted an enemy submarine, probably the same unit, 40 miles 
NNE Cape Orford course 110®.

(7) Wide Bay - Reconnaissance 1545/12 sighted a schooner near
Brown Island in Wide Bay. This may be the "cargo ship" 
reported to have entered Side Say 0920 /l2 ,

(8) North Coast New Britain - 2 destroyers were sighted 0740/l 3
approximately 50 miles N .N .E . Talasea course 85 °. These 2 
units could possibly be two of the escort which accompanied 
the convoy into Hansa Bay a.m. 12 /4 .

(9) Cape Gloucester - Some quantities of boxed materials were seen
near Cape Gloucester runway 1550/13 .

(10) Hansa Bay - The 8 ships in Hansa Bay which were attacked at 
1630712 (see yesterday’ s summary 1 3 /4 )  were again attacked

- 2 -



between 2100 & 2200. At this time possibly 6 vessels 
'\ including 2 destroyers, one medium cargo vessel and 3

V  other possible vessels were sighted.
At Approximately 1430/13 a convoy of 9 ships 

including 3 destroyers, 3 transports (8-10,000 tons) and 
3 cargo vessels (3 ,000  tone) was sighted approximately 40 
miles N.W. of Hansa Bay course 1 0 0 ° . This miId  appear to 
be a second convoy going into Hansa Bay indicating a total 
of prob&bly 10 merchant vessels involved in the two convoys 
carrying troops and supplies to Hansa Bay in t he last 2 days*

J
(ll) Saidor' - Local sources resort that the anchorages of Singor,

' '"FiT Tau and Gumbi in the v ic in itj of Saidor are being used 
repoularly for small c ra ft , probably from Madang.

(12) Mubo - Enemy positions, in the Mubo area were attacked 1100/13
By 3 Bostons,

(13) Moresby - A Fifth  Air Force summary of aircraft losses in the
-pair on Port liloresby 12 /4  is as follows -

Enemy - . , _
Definitely Destroyed - 15 bombers, 10 fighters) aerial 
Probably destroyed - 6 bombers, 1 fighter ) combat

3 bombers by A .A .
Allied

“ 3 fighters lost as a result of combat
4 B ♦251s , 2 Beaufighters destroyed or damaged 

beyond repair,
(14) Gulf of Carpentaria - Further to reports of suspicious activities

anc possible enemy landings at the Nassau River (W .coast Cape 
York Peninsula, south of Mitchell River) an investigation party 
has returned and reported having found no trace or sight of 
enemy nor evidence of a landing.

2. NORTH WE3IERN AREA

(i)  ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 1200/l4t 

(1) 6 submarines on patrol.

(b) In H arbour;

/

nfsy

1 v
Darwin - Warships & Aux. - ML*81£
Merauke - Warships & Aux. - * SCKUCA11 1 t

Merchant Vessels* nBASALABA”

(ii )  ENESg P0HCBS

Kaimana - Photos of the shipping reported in Kaimana Bay a.m. 
±'2/4 show -

3 merchant vessels (1 of 1500 tons, 1 of 1000 tons,
1 of 500 tons).

This compares with the visual report of one 3 ,0 00  ton and
2 2000 ton vessels ,

3 . SOUTH ffSSTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(&) At Sea to 1 2 0 0 A 4 :

(1) "HERON” departed Fremantle 1 5 5 & A 2 ?ov Exmouth Gulf,

(b) In Harbour;

Fremantle - Warships &  Aux. - "ADELAIDE" ”TR0MP” "TJBHK HIDDES"
"?ELIAS!; ” ISABEL” ’’HORSHAM" "DUBBO" “WALLAROO'1
"OTUS” ” CHILDS11 "WHIPPOORWILL'" YP .286 YP.288

Exaouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - 9fi,E ,PRESTON* "LARK”

- 3 -



0  (5- ) & L IB D  FOaCBS

(a) At Sea to 12po/l4s

(1) "KALGOORLIE" "MILDURA” escorting Convoy K>44 (2 MV) departed 
Calonndra 0836/13 far Sjy&ney ETA p4oo/l5.

•
 (2) "LE TRIOMPHANT*1 en rout© Sydney Efter escort duty to vicinity

Percy Islands.

(3) "BENDIGO” escorting Convoy CC88 was to depart Newcastle 0500/14 .
"YANDRA" departed Sjdney 2300 /l2  to join "BENDIGO” off 
Nobby*3 Head* "DELORAIKEH 11 MORESBY” to take over 
convoy at RV off Sydney 1300/14.

(4) "KYBRA" departed Melbourne 1305/12 . To exercise vicinity
Wilson’ s Promontory until 18 /4  and then proceed Sydney 
^TA 1200/22*

(5) "STUART* "BUNBABERG" escorting Conyoj 0G87 (including "DUNGAREE")
to Port Kembla, Sydney and Newcastle.

(6) "TOWNSVILLE* "ABRAHAM CEIJNSSEBri escorting Convoy GP45 (3 MV)
were to depart Sydney 1000A 4 for Brisbane.

4 * EASTERN & SOUTHERN A REA

(b) In Harbour;

Sydney - Warships &- Aux. - "GOLD STAHL" "H .T .ALLEN"
"lARRNAMBOOL* "WANUAJfELL A * (Hospital Ship)
ftf* VX TpT t a

(Repairing) "HOBART* "SEPaL" "MUGFORD" "VAN GALjfiti3' "ALHEHA
"SHEPPARTON" ■^ANUUDA" (Hospital Ship)

(On Ressrve) "WESTRAtI A * 1 KAN IMBLA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "VAN HEEMSKERK" "QUIBERON"

"MANOORA* "ATKEUS" "DOOMBA"
(Repairing) "COLAC K

(ii )  ENEMY F 0RCS3

Sydney - A possible enemy s'obmrine was reported in the ©astern 
channel of Sydney Harbour at 1155 /13 ,

B. SOUTH PACIFIC A;vEA

(I)  ALLIED PCRCES

(1) At Vanik oro - THORNTON (A W )
(2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS 

LEANDER SAN DIEGO (CL) LAN SLOW RE STRONG NICHOLAS 
?13T0H3R 0 1 BAN NON RADFORD JENKINS MAURY HOPKINS 
*ARD' ?ARENHOLT 1730DST0R2H BUCHAKAI LA? DNER McCATLA (DD) 
PREBLE BREESE TR3VER ftB) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) ATHENE (APV) 
MACKINAC (AVP) HUNT}*: LIGGETT (A?) HANLEY (APD} DIXIE (AD) 
FYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR} AL CHIBA ALGO'! A3 CELENO (AK) NEOSHO 
FLATTE PATUXENT TAPPAHAKNOCff WHIPSTOCK (AO) CONSTANT (AM) 
ROSEWOOD (YJ?)

(3) At Noumea - "KILTY (DD) ENG A DINS (APV) JAMBSTOffN (PG)
CHEVREUIL (Sloop) PRGEETK3VS (AR) ARGONNE (AG) WHITNEY (AD) 
MoCAWUSY PRESIDENT ADAMS PRESIDENT JACKSON (A?) MAJABA 
TALAMAKCA MERCURY TITAN IA CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) 
TRYON (APH) PECOS SUAMICO (AO) KINGFISHER ADROIT (AM)
PANUSE (AT) HOLLY (YNI 3*31 'S3) AFD.B KIWI (a /s  Vessel)
SC. 518

SUV£ - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT) PRESIDENT HAYES (AP)
Sastoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) Aa ERIC AN LEGION (AP)

Guadaleanai Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (AM) LOCUST
BUTTERNUT (YN) WAN D A M  (YT} i/ATAI GALE TUI ( A/S Vessels) 
ORTOLAN (ASK) MENOMINEE (AT) EHSKIKE PHELPS (AO)
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (ASS)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO <EB) SANGAMMJ CHENANGO SUWANSBE(ACV) 
LANG WILSON EATON CONY (DD) BALLARD (AV) LACK A ; ANNA 
KANKAKEE HESOHRS (AO) KIGEL (AR) ROAMER PC.470 PC.477 
PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)
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- (8) At Nandi - COPAHEE (AGV)
(9) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) FOMALHAT PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH) 

M lO ) At Wellington - TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) MOUNT VERNON 

CRESCENT CITY (AP)

NAVAL INCIDENTS

St.George»s Channel - A Fortress returning from the raid on 
Rabau'l early & .mY 12 /4 , without having released its bomba, 
attacked a subsiarine in  St.George’ s Channel at 0545/12 and 
claimed to have sunk same.

The submarine had a rising sun aft of the conning 
tower and 2 white bands forward of the deck gun.

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W. P.A.
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea - S .$ . coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Heavy air offensive against Southern Solomons and
possibly against New Guinea.

(3) Increased offensive submarine activ ity .

ENEMY’ S PROBIBLE NEXT MOVE

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C  

1 4 /4 /43
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DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

P A R ?  II

MOST SECRET 

13 /4 /43

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OP BATTLE

1. SOUTH WE3? & SOUTH PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

South West Pacific 
(Eastern section) South Pacific

Truk- Jaluit-Bianxapcks- 
Solomons

BB

%
XC7

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

EMTERPRISS
SARATOGA

YAMAT0 (po s 3 ,EmpIre)
MUSA sin 
MUTSU 
KAGATO 
KONGO 
HA KUNA

ZUIKAKU

HITAKA 
HAYA TAKA 
ZUIHO

ACV CHEBANCO
SANG-AM ON 
S W A M  EE

CEUYO
OTAKA

CA AUSTRALIA LOUISVILLE
SAN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA

ATAGO
TAKAO
AOBA
CHOKAI
HAGURO
TCNE
TIKUMA

CL PHOENIX 
VAN HEEMSKERK 

x HOBART

HONOLULU 
HEL3J3A 
ST.LOUIS 
NASHVILLE 
COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MONTPELLIER 
DENVER 
SAN DISCO 
SAN JUAN

AGANO
JTNTSU
SENDAI
KATOHI
KASHIMA
HAGARA

DD ARUNTA 
WAHRAMUTJGA 
LE TRIOMPEANT 
SELFRIDGE 
PATTERSON 
HELM 
HENLEY 
BAGLEY 

x VAN GALEN 
RALPH TALBOT 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
QUIBERON

*  NEPAL
*  MUGFORD

Approx 50 Approx 40

x Non-effective

~ 1



fc y

\

*
SS

i^ C V S

XAV/XC¥S

PT

COMBAT AP

South West Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific

AMBKiiJACK } 
fi-ATC }
ORAM PUS ) L 
ORAYBACK } At Briabme 
GROWLER )
TRITON }

ALBACORE )
DRUM )
GEEENLINO )
G.-CUPER ) On Patrol 
GUABDFISH )
PETO )
TUNA )
K .9 At Sydney

25

R .T .ALLEN 
MANOORA 
WESTRALIA 
KANIMBLA

CURTISS
TANGIER

3

?

Truk-Jalult-Bismarcks-
Solomons

Approx 25 -30

CHITOSE
AKITSUSHIMA

6

?

AS or XAS

AD

FULTON

DOBBIN

3 or more

AIRCRAFT (K.E.Araa only)

Fighters 
M/Bombers 
Sjjj/Bombers 
l^Ping Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport a / c

DIXIE 
,V PITNEY

276
153

37
15
52
17

» 2 -



\

BB

3i
X
m

2. C^E N T R A L 

ALLIED FORCES

PfOHTE CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
NE5 MEXICO 
NEVADA
WEST VIRGINIA 
CALIFORNIA 
TENNF 3.SEE

P A C I F I C

ENEMY FORCES

I3E
FEJSO
YAMA3HIR0
[IYUEA

CV

xcv

ACV

CA

*

LONG I STAND

■NASS.AU

ALTKMAHA
GOPAEEB

SALT LAKE CITY 
NEW ORLEANS

*  KIMEAPQLIS 
x SENSACOLA
*  PCRTLAND

SHOKAKU
HOSHO (Training Ship)

JNYO
KYEHO

KFMANO
3U2UYA
1 unidentified

OCA - 3 - 6

CL RICHMOND ABUKU&A
KISO

XCL - 2 or 3

AV/CVS 7 ¥13SHIN 
KAMOI

XAV/XCVS V 2

dd ? Approx 16

SS ? Approx 30

3 . N O R T H E R N P A C I F I C

%
CL

I NDIANA POTTS BAG HI

DETROIT
EALEI3H

TAMA

XCL mm 3

DD 10 App? ox 4

SS 10 Approx 10

4» SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC

CL

•
CCS? CORD 
TRENTO JT

Ron-effective

- 3 -



5* EAST INDIES —  INDIAN OCEAN

ALLIED FORCES EFEMY FORCES

South West Pacific 
(Western Section) Eastern Fleet Area East Indies-Philippine

mm WARSF ITS
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

-

- $  ILLUSTRIOUS -

CA SUSSES
DEVONSHIRE
HAWKINS
FROBISHER

AS3IGARA

CL

•

ADSL AIDE MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
KENYA
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
ARETSUSA
CERE 3
DAUNTLESS
CAP ETOWN
DURBAN
GARADOC

KA3HII
KINU
ISUZU
01
EI'fAGAMI 
KUMA 

*  NATORI

AV/lCVS CHILDS
HERON
W .B. PRESTON

ALBATROSS *  NOTORO

XCL ALA UNI A
CARTHAGE 
CHITSAL 
RAN HT RA
RANCHI
.V OROfiSTERSHIRE

2

£2 TROMP
T JERK HIDDES

Approx 27 Approx 12

SS

•

GRAYLING
GRENADIER
TAMBOR
TAU TOG ;
THRESHER
trout ;

-

On Patrol 10

GAR )
GUDGEGT ) At Fremantle 
K .12  )

AS or XAS PEL IAS ? 1

AIRCRAFT (N.W.Area Only)

Fishters 
M/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Ejjkat Planes 
Twnsport A/c

117
73
3

29
22

No recent intelligence. 
Present location uncertain.

*  Non-effective

- 4 -



C .O .I .e .

British —  M O ST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQU ARTERS 

SOU TH  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 388 Date: 15th April, 1943

P A R T  I .

SOUTH WEST PAG IFIC AREA 

1* NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i)  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/l5i

(1) "WAGGA" escorting "BOBTEKOE" en route Milne Bay to Oro Bay
ETA Veale Reef 1600 /15 .

(2) "SUM ER" "SC .7 4 4 ” " SC .749 " on s urvey duty vicinity Deboyne Is .
(3) "BOWEN” carrying troops and towing loaded barge departed Port

Moresby 0800/14 for Lakekamu River Mouth. Returning 
Port Moresby with empty barge 1 6 /4 .

(4) "CASTLEMAINE" escorting "MULIAMA" departed Darwin 0818/9 for
Thursday Island.

(5) "SWAN" escorting "PIRIE" departed Milne Bay 0430/14 for
Townsville ETA 1100 /l6 .

(6) "ARUNTA" escorting "TAROOHA" departed Milne Bay 0634/14 for
Townsville ETA 2100/15.

(7) "CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship) departed Port Moresby 1703/13 for
Brisbane ETA 1400/18 .

(8) "BALLARAT"departed Townsville 1610 /13  ETA Caloundra 0600/16 .
(9) "WARRAMUNGA" "S C .750" escorting Convoy TN72 ("ASSOCIATED"

"DAVID BUSHNELL" "VAN I]OTSZ"T  to"" Port Moresby ETA 
0830 /16 .

(10) "GYMPIE" departed Townsville 1432/14 for Cairns.
(11) "YMS.46" "YMS.51" "YMS.52" departed Brisbane 2008/14 for

operations in Curtis Channel.
(12) "C-OULBURN" "BUNBURY" escorting Convoy BT51 ( "BISHGPDALE" "CREMER"

"HENRY DEARBORN" " JAPARA11 nS.;AiiTEKHONDT" "THEELENS" ) dep. 
Caloundra 0335 /14 . On arrival Percy Islands ETA 1400/36 , 
"GOULBURN" to return Brisbane. "BUMBURY" to continue 
escort of slow section to Townsville ETA 2000 /17 .

(13) 6 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour;

M in e  Bay Area - Warships & Aux. - "WHYALLA" "KAPUNDA" "HILO" 15 F I's
Merchant Vessels: “GORGON" "CARDROSS" "VAN 0UTH00RN"

"BALIKPA PAN"
Small Craft - Approx 50 

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - HDML.1161
Merchant Vessels: "JOSEPH II'LT" "GEORGE W. McCRARY"

"STAGEN" "UL00L00" "CITY OP FORT 
WORTH" "WEST CACTUS" "KEY PITMAN" 

Small Craft - Approx 20 
Thursday Is . - Warships &  Aux. - "IRVERELL" "WILCA1IJIIA"
Cairns - Warships & Aux. - "#¥ARREGO" "GLENELG" "TULSA"

"PLATYPUS" 10 Ff»2 (2 refitting) 
YIv'lS.9 YMS.49 YMS.50 YP .280

- 1 -



'Pain  Island - Warships & Aux. - H AUSTRAL I A1n "3ELFRIDGEM "BAGLEY"
'•HELM” "HEKLEY" "MEREUR3 

Townsville - Warships & Aux. - ^VENDETTA" "BROOME" “YUNNAH* (ASIS 
^  HDML.1074

Maryborough - Warships & Aux. - ^ROCKHAMPTON"
Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - ’’PHOENIX" * PATTERSON" ’’RALPH TAIHF

pGEELOKG" MFULTON'1 nPGYANG" ( A .S . I .S . )  Y P .233 
Y ? ,291 YKS.lO YMS.ll YES.47 YMS.48 YMS.53 
YMS.70 YMS.7I SC .738 SC.740 SC .745 SC .746 
SC .747 SC .748 PC.1119 PC.1121 ’’CHANTICLEER" 
"BISBOPD&LE" "XURUMBA" YBG.2 LST.452 LCX.339 

(Renal ring, Trials etc) - 9GLADSTONE® "FREMANTLE" "KATOOMBA"
"LITHC-0>?n "VICTORIA"

(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) Convoy TN73 { "PORTMAR* "BAN HONG LIONG* "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" ) to 
“  depart Townsville 1200 /15 . "GLENELG" to RV off Fitzroy

Island at 0600/16 and escort to Milne Bay,
(2) "PATTERSON" to depart Brisbane 1830/15 to RV with ,fELIPF0NTEIN"

In position 27 S 15©°E at 1700/16 and escort to Brisbane.

( i i )  ENEMY FORCES:

{1} Russells - A single enemy aircraft dropped bombs ha?E1l e33ly 
in the water off Banika Is* during the night 1 3 /4 ,

(2) New Georgia - Three camouflaged barges at Viru Harbour were
attacked by 6 torpedo bombera and 16 Grunmana at 1620 /14 ,
At 0200 /l4  2 barges arrived at Vila from Vella Lavella,

(3) Shortlands - At 0850/14 the following shipping was seen in
the Buin-Faisi area -

4 cargo vessels 
3 destroyers 

Total “7
Two of tEe destroyers appeared to be arriving from the east 
indicating no ot;her change from the previous day when four 
cargo vessels and one destroyer were present.

(4) Solomons Aircraft - Photos 0815/14 show -
Kahili - 51 fighters
Buka - 10 fighters, 3 bombers
Ballale, Vila and Munda were not covered.

Photos at 1500/l4  show - one floatplane at Rekata Bay.
(5) Kapingamarangi - At 1420/14 one cruiser and one destroyer

were sighted 125 miles south of Kapingamar angi course 180 °.
These vessels would appear to bs heading either for Buin or 
possibly for Rabaul 7ia St.George* s Channel,

(6) Kavieng - Reconnaissance 0756/14 sighted five ships reported
all as cargo vessels (2 small, 3 medium), 25 mile3 S.W. of 
Steffan Strait, course 120 °.

(7) Gaamata - At 1430 /l4  a reconnaissance Hud3on was unsuccsssfully
intercepted by 3 Zero's approximately 75 miles 3 .S. Gasmata.

{8) Ytewak - Reconnaissance 1115/1 4 s i f t e d  in Wewak Harbour one
cargo vessel (4-6,000 tons) and 2 small unidenti.fi ed vessels.

(9) Hansa Bay - Reconnaissance 0920/14 saw one cargo vessel (about 
4000 tons) and 2 barges only in  Hansa Bay, Later during the 
morning 5 Fortresses and 3 Liberators attacked this ship,
Nubia Strip and shore installations.

The same reconnaissance aircraft returning at 1300/14 
saw probably the same cargo ship still burning.

No further intelligence is to hand concerning the 9 
ship convoy reported at 1430/13 40 miles N.W, of Hanaa Bay 
course 100°. Photos shew only 6 vessels in this convoy 
including - 1 destroyer

3 cierchant vessels
another probable merchant vessel*
1 unidentified vessel#

I
 It  is possible that the reported course of this convoy was 

incorrect and in fact the vessels were departing towards the 
north or N.W , from Hansa Bay.

(10) Morobe - Our patrols report 14 /4  no enemy at Palana (25 miles 
N.fV. Morobe).



*11) Milne Bay - At 1215/40 36 medium bombers with 30 Zero’ s and 
^  possibly as many as 25 dive-bombers attacked shipping in 

Milne Bay and aerodromes. Damage to shipping is reported 
in Naval Incidents. About 45 fighters including Kittyhawks 
and Lightnings intercepted the enemy aircraft and shot a 
number dawn but results are not yet fully  assessed,

02) Whitsunday Passage - An unconfirmed report of a submarine 45 
mili.es E, by fc. of Hackay at 0812/14 was investigated by 
aircraft whose ae&rch proved negative.

2 , WORTH 'VESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /l5 :

(1) "LATROBE” escorting "SIBIGO* departed Thursday Island
0804/14 for Merauko. Was due 0730 /15 ,

(2) 6 submarines on patrol,

(b ) In ijarbourz

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - ML.815 
Merauke - Warships k Aux, - "ECHUOA’1

Merchant Vessels : ’’BARALABA"

(ii )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) North Coas^ Dutch New Guinea - Photographs 1045/13 show a
neck urn sized merchant Vessel in Humboldt Bay. The visual 
report gave this vessel as 2-3,000 tons,

(2) South Coast Dutch New Guinea - Aircraft reported 2 vessels
{I of 2, 066 'tons ai d one of 3 ,500  tons) at Kaimana 1130 /14 , 

Reconnaissance 1100/14 sighted nil shipping in the 
Kaukenau area,

(3) Tanimbar-Kal-Aroe Islands - Reconnaissance a.m. 14/4 reported
nil' shipping sighted In this area,

Banda Sea - B .24*s sighted at 1615./14 a light cruiser or heavy 
destroyer in a position about 100 miles west of Tanimbar Is , 
on course 903. The vessel was attacked and changed course 
to 350°•

3 , SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Q 0/l5 :

(1) * HERON” departed Fremantle 1555/12 for Samouth Gulf,

(b ) In Harbour?

Premantle - Warships & Aux. - ’'ADELAIDE” wTR0MP" "TJERK HIDDES"
"PELIAS” !l ISABEL3 * HORSHAM" ”D'JBB0" "WALLAROO1* 
” 0TUS" "CHILDS" ’’WBIPPOORTULL” YP.286 YP .288 

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - 3 . PRESTON" "LARK”

4 . EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(I) ALLIED F CROSS

(a) At Sea to 12 Qp/l5:

(1) ”KALGOORLIE” "ffiLDURA" escorting Convoy P044 (2 MV) departed
Caloundra 0336/13 for Sydney, was due 0400 /l5 .

- 3 -



(2) "LE TRIOMPHANT" was due Sydney 0930 /l5 .
(3) "DELORAIHE" "MORESBY" escorting Convoy C088 (including 
' ’’GOLD STAR " ).

*{4) "EYBRA" departed Melbourne 1305 /12 , To exercise vicinity
Wilson's Promontory until 18/4  said then proceed Sydney 
ETA 120O/2a

(5) "STUART” "BUNDABERG" escorting Convoy 0C87 (including "BUNGAREE")
zo Port Kembla, Sydnej and Newcastle*

(6) "TOWNSVILLE" "ABRAHAM CRYES3EN9 escorting Convoy GP4.5 (3 MV)
departed Sydney 1018/14 ETA Caloundra 0036 / l 7•

(7) ML.426 departed Sydney 1641/l4  for Brisbane ETA l0 0 0 /l6 .

(b ) in Harbour;

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - wB.T.ALLENfl "BEiTOIGO" "BNDRA"
"WAHRNAMBOQLs "WAHGANELLAn (Eospital Ship)

SC.739 SC .751 13 LC I's  
(Repairing) "HOBART® "NEPAL" flMUGFORDn "VAN GALES” "ALHENA"

"SHEPPARTON* "MANUNDA" (Hospital chip)
(On Reserve) ‘‘WESTRALIA* 9£ANIKBLA"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "VAN HEEM3KERE" w£JANOOEA" "ATREUS
"DOOMBA®

(Repairing, Refitting) - "qUIBERON* "COLAC")

(ii )  ENEMY FORCE3

(1) Sydney - A, channel patrol boat sighted a possible submarine
a t "2317/14 outside the boom in Sydney Harbour,

(2) Bass Strait - At 1740/14 a civil aircraft pi^ot sighted a
possible submarine in position 3 9 °5 5 fS 145 40*E {40 miles 
north of Burnie, Tasmania),

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i)  AIL IED FORCES j

(1) At Vanikoro - THORNTON (AVD'l
(2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS

LEANDER SAN DIEGO (CL) LAESDOWNE STRONG NICHOLAS 
FLETCHER 0 1 BANK ON RADFORD JENEINS MAURY HOPKINS 
WARD FARENHOLT WOODWORTH BUCHANAN LARDNER McCALLA (DD) 
PREBLE BREBSE TREVSS (DM) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) ATHENE(APV 
MACKINAC (AVP) HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) MANLEY (APD) DIXIE (AD) 
FYRO (AS) VESTAL (AR) ALCHIBA ALGORAB CELEKO (AX) NEOSHO 
PLATTE PATUXENT TAPPA3ANN0CE WHIPSTOCE (AO) CONSTANT (AM) 
ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) Az Noumea - KILTY (DD) EN3ADINE (APV) JAMESTOWN (PG)
CHEVREUIL (SlooP) PROMETHEUS (AR ) ARGONNE (AG) WHITNEY (AD)
MO CAWLEY PRESIDENT ADAMS PRESIDENT JACE30N (AP) MAJABA 
TALAMANCA MERCURY TITAHIA CASTOR (AKI SCHLEY WATERS (APD) 
TRYON (APH) PECOS SUAMICO (AO) KINGFISHER ADROIT (AM)
PAWNEE (AT) IIOLLY (YN) S .31 (SS) ARD.2 KIWI (a / s Vessel)
SC .518

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SOBQUA (AT) PRESIDENT HAYES (AP)
15) At 3anoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (AP)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) 3030LINE VIREO (AM*) LOCUST

BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDABE (YT) MATAI GALE TUI ( a/ s Vessels) 
ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO)
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) A t Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) SANGAMON CHENANGO SUWANNEE (ACV)
LANG WILSON EATON CONY (DD) BALLARD (AV) LACKAWANNA 
KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR) RAOMER PC.436 PC.477 
PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG) !

(8) At Nandi - COPAHEE (ACV)
(9) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) P’OMALHAUT PINCKNEY (AK) 3D LACE (AH)

(10) Az Wellington - TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) MOUNT VERNON
CRESCENT CITY (AP)



KAVAL INCIDENTS

Mitoe Bay - During the raid on shipping at Milne Bay at 
I2TS/E4, N .O .I .C .  Milne Bay reports serious damage to
3 ships and superficial damage to 2 others

"VAN HESMSKERK" (Dutch freighter} 2 ,996  tons) set on 
f ire , beached and still "burning at 1600 /14 . Con­
sidered ship and cargo total constructive I 0 3 3 . 

’’GORGON" (British ; 3,53-3 tons) hit amidships and holed 
on water line : will require towage. 90$ of crew 
are, at least temporarily, "hors de combat",

"VAN 0TJTH00RN" (Dutch freighter; 2 ,069  tons) set on fire 
which was soon under control. Ship is seaworthy. 8 
of crew killed and 9 wounded.

H .It.A . S « "WAGGA" &  "KAPUNDA" suffered superficial danage 
only.

(2) Hansa Bay - Results of the attack on shipping at Hansa Bay 
at lS5o /l2 by Liberators bombing from about 7 ,500  feet 
were

3 direct hits with 500-lb Inst, bombs on an 8-10,000 
ton cargo vessel which was left  burning from stem 
to stern.

Direct hits on an 8 ,000  ton cargo vessel which was left 
smoking heavily*

At 2145-2200/12, Portresses attacked using skip- 
bombing tactics and scored a possible hit and near misses 
on a 2 ,000  ton cargo ship and a very cLo3e miss on a 
destroyer *

ENEMY’ S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W. P.A.
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - 
North ccast New Guinea - J . -V. coast Dutch Hew 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands*

(2) Heavy air offensive against Southern Solomons and
possibly against New Guinea.

(3) increased offensive submarine activity.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .O .
O .K . ft., 3.1V. P. A

15 /4 /43
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DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY MOST SECRET

P A R T  I I
14 /4 /45

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER Cg BATTLE

1. SOUTH WEST & SOUTH PACIFIC

ALLIED FCROSS

South West Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific

Eim m  FORCES

Truk-Ja lui t -BI sraar cks« 

Solomons

BB

CV

xcv

ACV

CA

CL

DD

AUSTRALIA

PHOENIX
VAN EEEIiSKERE

*  EOBART

AHUNTA 
WARRAMONGA 
LE TRIOMPHANT 
SELFSIDGE 
PATTERSOH 
H E M  
HENLEY 
BAGLEY 

x VAN GALEN 
RALPH TALBOT 
STUART 
VENDETTA 

*■ QjJIBERON 
K NEPAL 
*  mC-FOR D

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA

CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE

LOUISVILLE 
SAM FRANCISCO 
WICHITA

HONOLULU
HELENA
ST. LOUIS
NASHVILLE

COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN

Approx. 50

x Non-effective

-  1 -

YAMATO (poss. Empire)
HUSASHI

MUTSU
SAGATO
KONGO •
EARUNA

ZUIKAKU

HITAKA
HAYATAKA
SUIHD

CHUYO 
OT AKA

ATAGO
TAEAO
AOBA
CH0KA1
HAG UK 0
TONE
TIKUMA

AGANO
3HTESU
SENDAI
KATORI
EASHIMA
NAGARA

Approx. 40



"V

South *¥est Pacific South Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

Truk-Jaluit-Bisiiarks
Solomons

33 /«ME3RJiCK
GTQ
GRAMPUS

)
)
)

gr /.ybaok

QEOWLSR
tr iton

ALSA008E
DRW
GE2ENLING
GRCorpaa
GU-RDFI3H
FETO
TUN<

) At Brisbane

)
)

) on Patrol 
)

Aprox. 25-SO

• K-9 At Sydney

at/ cvs «■ CURTISS
Tangier

CHITOSE
iiKlTSUSH3MA

xat/ xcvs > s 6

PT

COIaBAT

£5

H .T . ALLEN 
M&NOOR k 

s WESTRALIA 
*  KANIMBLA

? ?

A0 or XikS FULTON «■» 3 or more

AD DCBBIN DIXIE ?

AI3CRAFT (N.E

F ilters  
^ponbers 
SE/ Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport a/c

. jfeea only)

WHITNEY

27 9 
144
37
15
52
17

*  Non-effective.



2 # CENTRAL PACIFIC,■■■".'S.na.i'Uii.'.jr r; ■■ ■ :■ vaurtti

ALLIED FORCES.

NORTH CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
NEVADA

*  WEST VIRGINIA
* CALIFORNIA
* TENNESSEE

EHEMY FORCES.

XSB
FI3SO
im im iiBQ 
HYWkii

CV - 3H0KAKU
HOSHO (Training sMp)

XCV L03IG ISLiHB

i£ l NASSAU
aitamaha

COPAHEE

UNYO
RYEJHD

CA

•
S-.LT LAKE CITY 
NEB/ QRLEJtNS 

a MINNEAPOLIS
* PENSACOLA
* PORTLAND

ZDMaNO
SUSUYA
1 unidentified

OCA - 3 - 6

GL RICHMOND iJBUKUMA
J&SO

XCL - 2 or 3

AV/CVS f NIS3HIN
CAM0I

XaV/XCVS ? 2

DD ? Approx 16

SS ? ijpprox so

• 3 . NORTHERN PACIFIC

§& INDIANAPOLIS NACHI

9k DETROIT
RALEIGH

TAMA.

XCL - 3

DD 10 Approx. 4

SS 10 Approx. 10

f

4 . SOUTH - EASTERN PACIFIC

CONCORD
TRENTON

*  Non-effectire



5 , EAST INDIES —  INDIAN OCEAN.

ALLIED FORCES. ENEMY FORCES,

South West Pacific 
(Western Section)

Eastern Fleet ,j?ea East Sadies - 
Phillippines

BB

CV

CA

CL

AV/CVS

XCL

DD

'*-®S

ADELAIDE

CHILDS

W .B. PRESTON

T3DMP
TJERK HIDDES

g r aylin g )
GRENaDIER )
TaMBOR )
tautog )
th reshes )
TROUT )

GAR )
GUDGEON )
K.12 )

PELIiiS

WARSPITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

4 ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX
DEVONSHIRE
HAWKINS
fRDBISHSR

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
KENYA
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
aRETHUSa

CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
CARODOC

albatross

aLaunia

CARTHfcGX
ohithal

RaNPURA
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE 

Approx, 27

) On Patrol

as  or Xt.s

aIRCR,JT (N.W• area only) 

Fighters
rnmosabexs

ying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport A/c

& No recent intelligence
Present location uncertain.

ashigaba

Ka s h i I
KINU
ISUZU
01
K32AGAMI
KUMA
NATORI

*  N0T0R0

Approx. 12

10

117
78

3
29
22

I Non-effective



British —  M O ST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL H EADQU AR TERS  

SO U T H  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 389 Date: 16th April, 1943

P A R T  I.

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1 . NORTH EASTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES
m — — imum — H— ■—

(a) At Sea to 12Qo/l6:

fl) ’’SUMNER” "SC .744 " "SC .749" on survey duty vicinity Deboyne Is .
(2) "BOWEN" carrying troops and towing ioaded barge departed Port

Moresby 0800/14 for Lakekarau River Mouth. Returning 
Port Moresby with empty barge 16 /4 .

(3) "CASTLEMAINE" escorting "MULIAMA” departed Darwin 0818/9 for
Thursday Island.

(4 ) "SWAN" escorting "PIRIE" departed Milne Bay 0430/14 for
Townsville, was due I l 0 0 /l 6 .

(5) "CENTAUR” (nospital Ship) departed Port Moresby 1703/13 for
Brisbane ETA 1400/18.

(6) "GLENELG" was to RV with Convoy TN73 ( “ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" "BAN
HONG LIONG" "POkTMAR” ) off Fitzroy Island at 0600/16 
and escort to Milne Bay ETA 1730/18 .

(7) " W A KRAI- UN GA " "S C .750" escorting Convoy TN72 ( "ASSOC IATLD"
"DAVID BUSHNELL" "VAN liEUTSZ'1) to Port Moresby ETA 
1600 /16 .

(8) "YMS.46" "IM S .51" ”YMS.52” departed Brisbane 2008/14 for
operations in Curtis Channel.

(9) "GOULBURN" "BUNBURY" escorting Convoy BT51 ("BISHOPDALE" "CREMER"
"HENRY DEARBORN” ” J A K D T ” ”THEELENS” ) dep. 
Caloundra 0335/14. On arrival Percy Islands ETA 1400/16, 
"GOULBURN" to return Brisbane. "BUNBURY" to continue 
escort of slow section to Townsville ETA 2000 /l7 . 

d o )  "PATTERSON" departed Brisbane 1653/15 to RV with "KLIPFONTEIN" in 
position 27°S  159 E at 1700/16 and escort to Brisbane,

(11) 6 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In  Harbour:

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. - "iVAGGA"
Merchant Vessels: "BONTEKOE"

Milne Bay Area - vVarships & Aux. - "WHYALLA” "KAPUNDA" "HILO” 15 PT*
Merchant Vessels: "GORGON" "CARDROSS” "VAN 0UTH00RN

"BALIKPAPAN"
Small Craft - Approx 50 

Port Moresby - Warships k Aux. - HDML.1161
Merchant Vessels: "JOSEPH HOLT" "GEORGE W.McCRARY"

"STAGEN" "CITY CP PORT WORTH" 
"ULOOLOO” ”WEST CACTUS” "KEY PITMAN 

Small Craft - Approx 20 
Thursds^ Is , - Warships & Aux. - "INVERELL” "WILCANNIA"
Cairns - Warships & Aux. - "WARKEG0" "GYMPIE" "TULSA"

"PLATYPUS" "10 PT*s (2 refitting) 
YMS.9 YMS.49 YMS.50 YP .280

ros



- Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRJL IA" "SELFRIDGE" "EAGLEY "
nEELK" "HENLEY" "MERKUR"

- Warships & Aux. - " a RUKTA" "VENDETTA" "BROOME”
"YUHNAM” (ASIS) HDML.1074

- ,varships & Aux. - "SCCKHMPTON"
- warships & Aux. - FPEGENIX” "PATTERSON” "GEELONG” 

"FULTON" "POYANG" (A .S .I .S )  YP .233 YP.291
YMS.IO YMS.ll YMS.47 YMS.48 YMS.53 YKS.70 
YMS.71 SC .738 SC .740 SC .745 SC .746 SC .747 
3G.748 PC.1119 PC.1121 "CHANTICLEER" "KURUMBA" 

"3ISH0PDALE" YDG.2 LST.452 LCI.339 
(Repairing, Trials etc) - "RALPH TALBOT" "FREMANTLE "KATOOMBA"

"LITHS0W1* ’ VICTORIA"

(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) "WARREGO" to depart Cairns 1600/16 for Thursday Is . ETA p.m.

1 8 /4 ,

(ii}  ENEMY FORCES

(1) New Georgia - Local sources reported p.,a. 14 /4  that bomb
craters on Munda strip were being fille d  In . Reconnaissance 
C 935 /i5 sighted 4 fighters on the aerodrome.

Continued barge activity was reported 14/4 along the

S.W . coast Vella Lavella.
(2)Ysabel Is . - Reconnaissance 1015/15 sighted a small vessel at 

hekata bay.
(3) Shcrtlands - The following shipping was sighted in the Bum  -

Faisi area at 0950/15 -
2 destroyers
3 patrol vessels
6 cargo ships (1 very large)

Total TX
The large cargo vessel and 2 destroyers were apparently 
coming into the area through Bougainville Strait.

(4 ) N .E.Coast Bougainville - Local sources report 14-15/4 hundreds
of Japanese soldiers at Numa Nusia and in the vicinity. Some 
of these may be evacuees from Guadalcanal. Equipment, stores 
and high explosives have been put ashore at Tinputz.

The Japanese appear to be digging in all along the 
coast, presumably from Numa Nuwa to 3uka.

(5) Solomons Aircraft - Photos 0930/l 5  show -
----KaK'iH - 42 figjiters, 5 medium bombers

Faisi (partial coverage) - 2 floatplanes 
Vila - 1 fighter
Buka - 7 fighters, 3 bombers

Ballale was not covered while 4 fighters were observed on 
Munda airfield  at 0935/15.

(6) Kavieng - Reconnaissance 0900/15 sighted no shipping in Kavieng 
— Harbour nor in the v icinity  but observation was Interrupt ed

by Interception by 8-10 enemy fighters of which three were 
probably shot down.

Photographs show 15 fighters and 3 medium bombers on 
Kavieng aerodrone but only a portion of the area was covered.

(7) Raoaul - Lakunai aerodrome was attacked before dawn 15/4 by 3
Fortresses. Weather, however, was extremely bad.

(8) Wide Bay - 2 submarines were sighted on the surface at 2015/15
approximately 3 miles S. by E . of Cape Orford on a southerly 

course.
(9) Wesak — Reconnaissance 0905/15 rsported on destroyer, one gunboat,

3“ large and 2 medium cargo vessels approaching or entering 
fewakHarbour. In addition, a three funnel light cruiser with 
one large cargo vessel and a small unidentified ship were seen 
in Muschu Strait. Photographs taksn at this time of Wewak 
Harbour proper sbow one merchant vessel of 1 ,000  tons, 4 
luggers and the usual number of barges.

Photographs of the aerodromes show 27 fighters, 4 medium 
bombers, 3 light bombers on Weaak aerodrome, also one probable 
dummy aircraft on Boram Strip, .

Shipping was attacked mith sDms success after dark 15 /4  
by Fortresses but full results h&^e not been received.

«• 2 •»

Palm Island

Towrasville

Maryborough
Brisbane



(10) Hansa Bay - Photographs 1100/15 of Nubia a irfield  show 8 fighters
on a dispersal lane. The runway is in poor condition hut Is 
evidently serviceable. Grading and construction work ars in 
progress.

(11) Lae - Photographs 140 0 /15  show 9 aircraft on Lae aerodrome,
probably all unserviceable. The blast pens were empty.

(12) Mubo - Enemy installations in the Mubo area were attacked 1135-
1200/15 by 3 Bo3tons.

(13) Cape York Peninsula - N .O .I .C . Thursday Island reports 15/4 that
a mine, similar to Japanese Type 88, has Toeen washed ashore 30 
isiles south of Mapoon Mission (80 miles south of Thursday I s . ) .

2. NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i)  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1 20 0 /l6 :

(1) 5 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - ML.815 
Merauke - Warships & Aux. - "LATRCBE"

Merchant Vessels: "SIBIGO"

(ii )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) Hollandia - Photographs 1030/15 show that the runway is
unserviceable but work is in progress. A .A . and trench defence 
p o rtio ns  are v isible .

(2) Kaimana - The two vessels reported in Kaimana Bay at 113 0/14
(see yesterday's summary 15 /4 ) are shown by photographs to 
be of 600 and 800 tons respectively.

The photos also show one floatplane while activity on 
the S .E . outskirts of the town is proceeding rapidly.

Reconnaissance 1200/14 sighted a cargo vessel south 
of Nautilus Strait, course 250°., apparently departing from 
Kaimana.

(3) Banda Sea - The light cruiser or heavy destroyer unsuccessfully
attacked about 100 miles west of Tsrimbar Is . at 1615/14 is 
shown by photographs to be a torpedo boat of the "CHID0RI" 
class (1933; 527 tons; 3-4.7" guns).

3 . SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/]5 :

(1) "HERON” departed Fremantle 1555/12 for Exmouth Gulf.

(b) In Harbour t

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE” "THORP™ " TJERK HIDDES"
"PELIAS” "ISABEL" "fDRSHAM" "DUBEO* "WALLAROO" 
"OTUS" "CHILDS” "WHIPPOORWILL” YP.286 YP.288 

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "W*B. PRESTON" "LAB K"

4 . EASTERN & 3D UTEERN A SEA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 00/l6t

(1) "BALLARAT" departed Townsville lflloAs. Was due Caloundra 
0600/16 and was to proceed direct to Sidney.

- 3 -



(2) "DELORAINE!’ MMORE3BY” escorting Convoy C088 (including
’’GOLD STAR”1) . ”GOLD STAR11 to proceed independently 
to Fremantle, departing convoy vicinity Cape Lipi<rap,

(3) ”COLAC” departed Melbourne 0805/15 for Sydney ETA 173o /l7 .
(4) ”O B R A ” departed Melbourne 1305/12. To exercise vicinity

Wilson's Promontory until 18 /4  and then proceed 
Sydney ETA 1200 /22 .

(5) "TOWNSVILLE” "ABRAHAM C RYNSSEN" Escorting Ccnvoy GP4.5 (3 MV)
departed Sydney 1018/14 ETA Caloundra 1430A g*

(6) ML.426 departed Sydney B 4 l / l 4  for Brisbane, was due lOOO/lo.

(b ) In Harbour:

Newcastle - Warships & Aux. - "STUART”
Sydney - Warships & Aux, - ”LE TRIOMPHANT” ”H .T .ALLEN”

pBENDIG0” ”YAIDRA” "BUNLAEKRG" "KALGOQRLIE” 
*MILDURA" ”VMRRNAMB00L” ”W G AN ELLA " (Hospital 

Ship) ”BUN0AIEEw SC .739 3C.751 13 LC I's  
(Repairing) nHOBART” "NEPAL” ”MU0PQRD” "VAN GALEN® ”/L BENA”

"SHEPPARTON” ^MAEUNDA” (Hospital Ship)
(On Reserve) ”;;E3TRAL1A” WKANIMBLA”

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - ”VAN HEEMSKERK” "MANOGRA”
”ATREUS” ”D00MBAf1 

(Refitting) "QUIBERON”

(i i )  ENEMY FORCES

N. S.W.Coast - There were indications 13 /4  of an enemy submarine 
in "t he vicinity  of 37°S  151°E »;45 miles E . by N. of Twofold 
Bay). This unit could have bean responsible for the reports 
off Sydney Harbour or in Bass Strait.

X

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Van Ikero - THORNTON (AVD)
(2) At Espirltu Santo ~ ENTERPRISE (CV) HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOJIS

NASHVILLE LEAKDER SAN DIEGO (CL) LMSDOWJE STRONG 
NICHOLAS RUSSELL FLETCHER O'BANNON RADFORD JENKINS 
MAUHY HOPKINS WARD FAHSHHDLT WOOWDHTH BUCHANAN 
LAKDN3R McCALLA (DD) PRSBLE BREESE THEVER (DM<) CURTISS 
TASKS IE R (AV) AS’BENE (APV) MAKXINAC (AVP) HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) 
MANLEY (APD) DIXIE (AD) PYBO (AE) VESIAL (AR) ALCEIBA 
ALSGRAB CELSHO (AK) NEOSHO SABINE PLATTE PATUXENT 
TAPFAEANNOCK WHIP STOCK (AO) CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (Bfc) SARATOGA (CV) 
SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY DRAYTON MAHAN PERKINS CONYNGHAM 
SMITH GRIDLET McCALL FANNING CASE CUMMINGS CRAVEN 
LAM30K (DD) CHEVREUIL (Sloop) ENGADIHE (APV) JAMESTOWN (PG) 
PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AG) WHITNEY (AD) Me CAWLEY 
PRESIDENT ADAMS PRESIDENT JACKSON {A?) MAJABA TALAMANCA 
MERCURY T IT A H A  CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD)
TRYON (APH) PECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER 
ADROIT (AM) PAWNEE (AT) HOLLY (YN) S .31 (SS) ARD.2 
KIWI (A/3 Vessel) SC .518

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (A3?)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (AP)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VISED (AM) LOCUST 

BUTTERNUT (YI) WAN DANK (YT I MATAI GALS TUI (a / s  Vessels ) 
ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO)
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) CCLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER 
MONTPELLIER (CL) SANGAMON QHENANGO SUWANNEE (ACV) LANG 
WILSON EAT OF CONY WALLER CCJNWAY 3AUFLEY PHILIP 
RENSBAW (DD) BALLARD (AV) LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO) 
RIGEL (AR) ROAMER PC.476 PC.477 PC.479 RAPPAHANEOCK(AOG)

(8) At HandL - COPAHEE (ACV)
(9) At Auckland - EBONY (TN) FOMALE.STT PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)

(10) At Wellington - TRACTY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) MCUNT VERNON
ORESCENT CITY (AP)



NAVAL INCIDENTS

N I L *

ENEMY'S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.WP.A .
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea - 3.W . coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Heavy air offensive against Southern 3olomons and
possibly against New Guinea.

(5) Increased offensive submarine activity .

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .
g . h . 4 . . £ .w .f .A ^

16 /4 /4  3



DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY. MOST SECRET. 

15/4/43

PART II

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER Of B TTLE 

1. SOUTH §EST & SOUTH PACIFIC 

aLLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES.

South West Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific Truk- Juliut-B issaaroJcs- 
Solotaons

BB

XCV

,,cv

CA

CL

DD

AUSTRALIA

PHOENIX 
van HEEMSSERK

* HOBART

x
X
»

ARUNTA 
warramunga 
LS TRIGMPHANT 

SELFRIDGE 
PATTERSON 
HELM 
HMLEY 
BA&LEY 
VAN GiiLEN 
RALPH T vLBOT 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
UIBERQN 

NEPAL 
MUGFORD

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA

CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE

LOUISVILLE 
SiiN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA

HONOLULU
HELENA
ST. LOUIS
N/3HVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAX JUAN

Approx* 50

YAMATO (poss. Empire)
MUSHASHI
MUTSU
KOKGO
HARUNA
NAGATO

ZUBLiKU
mm

HITAKA 
HA YATAKA 
ZUIHO

CHUYO
OTAKA

ATAGO
T.iKAO
AOBA
CHOKAI
HAGURO
TONE
TIKUMA

•G/iNO
JINTSU
SENDaI
KaTORI
EASHIMA
Hjigara

Approx. 40

w Non-effectiTe



----------------------------------------

South West Pacific South Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

Truk-Ialait-Bismarcks 
Solomons

w
SS AMBERJj.CK ) 

GaTO ) 
GRAMPUS ) 
GR Y3 .cs; ) 
G R O K S  ) 
TRITON )

At Brisbane Approx, 25-30

ALB agors ) 
DRUM ) 
GREEMLING ) 

GROUPER ) 
GUARDFISH } 
PETO ) 
TUNA )

On Patrol

»
K-9 At Sydney

AV/CVS mm CURTISS
TANGIER

CHITOSE
JQTSUSHBtA

xav / xcvs - 3 6

PI 25 ? ?

COMBAT AP

*
s

H .T . ;,LLEN 
MANGORA 
WESTS.AIIA 
KANIMBLA

AS or XaS FULTON mm 3 or more

DOBBIN DIXIE
WHITNEY

?

AIRCRAFT (N.I!• Area only)

Fighters 
^Bombers 
Rs/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport a/ c

276
136

bZ
15
52
17

* Non-effective

- 2 -



iuXISD FORGES ENEMY FORCES.

g u

•

north Carolina

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NSW MEXICO 
NEV/.DA 

S WIST VIRGINIA
* California

*  TENNESSEE

ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
BYUGA

cv - M SHOKAKU
HOSHO (Training snip)

xcv LONG ISLAND -

ACV NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPhHEE

UNYO
RYUHO

#
SALT LAKE CITY 
NEW ORLEANS 

•-MINNEAPOLIS 
•PENSACOLA 

* PORTLAND

KUMJiNO
SU2UY0
1 unidentified

OCA - 2 - 6

CL RICHMOND ABUKUMA
KISO

XCL m £ or 3

AV/CVS ? NISSHIN 
KAMO I

xav / xcvs ? 2

DD ? approx. 16

SS t Approx. 30

A
W

2 , NORTHERN PACIFIC

CA INDIANAPOLIS NACHI

CL DETROIT
RALEIGH TAMA.

X & - 3

DD JC Approx. 4

SS 10 Ipprox. 10

A .  ..
W

4 . SOUTH-EASTERN PACIFIC

CL CONCORD
TRENTON

«*

*  non-effective

- 3 -



5 . East indies

ALLIED FORCES.

South West Pacific 
(Western Section)

Eastern Fleet Area East Indies - 
Philippines,

BB

CV

CA

CL

v/cvs

XCL

DD

%

ADELAIDE

CHILDS
HERON
W.B. PRESTON

TROMP
TJERX HIDDES

GRAYLING 
G R IM IER  
TiUTOG 
THRESHER 
TROUT

WARSPITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

{> ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX
DEVONSHIRE
HAWKINS
FROBISHER

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
KENYA
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL

\RETHUSa
CERES
Dauntless

CAPETOWN
DURBAN
CaRaDOC

ALBATROSS

ALaUNIA
Carthage

CH1TRAL
R/JJPORa
SiiNCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE 

Approx. a?

GAS
GUDGEON
TAHBOR
K.12

AS or XAS PELIAS 

- IRCRAFT (N.W. Area only)

)
)
) On Patrol 
)
)

)

| At Fran ant le

i
?

9

f ig h t e r s  
•/Bom bers 

Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport a/ c

4 No recent intelligence 
Present locaiidn uncertain

ASHIGARA

KASHII 
KINU 

ISUZU
01
KITaGAMI 
KUMA

* NaTORI

*  NOTORO

Approx. 12

10

117
78
3

29
22

*  Non-e ffect ive
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British —  M OST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQU ARTERS 

SO U T H  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle
390 17th April, 1943

No. Date:

A. SOUTH I'TC A-.Fh

i# worth a îsa

( i )  ALf.m :

(a) At to 12^o/l7 t

(1) "BtflfflBl* * SC .744* "80,749* on survey duty vieinlty DaboyM I**
(2) "WAOOA" escorting "bOBTEKCHI* en route tfilne Bay fro* 0 »  Bay.
(3) "CASTWStfAIHE* escorting "HUMANA" departed lor*in 08X8/9 for 

TlrarsdAf Island.
(4) "CEKTAim" (Hospital Ship) do par ted Port Moresby 1703/13 for 

Srisfoan® ETA I400/l6*
(5) »«ARRAaeHGAH departed Port Storesby 1856/16 for Townsville STA 

£359/l7*
(6) "OOULBimil* returning Brisbane after escort duty eith Convov i^&l*
(7) "HOCKHA* PTQK* "GIAJtstoai" #ere to depart ida Bey 11)0/17 11 )qA? 

for Brisbane BTA 1900/17.
(8) "OLSBEE®* escorting Convoy TM73 ( "A K W A t  BALSTRM*" "BAB HOMO 

u m *  *f to.Milne Bay ITA 1730A8*
(9) "TOLBA* *¥^.280n *YK3.9" WYMS.49W *Y?iS.5D* 6Pr*s departed Cairns 

14il/ie for Thursday Island.
(10) "WARR100" departed Cairns 1605A  8 for Thursday Island. ETA 

1130As-  /
(11) *TKS,46* "YSfS.Bl" "¥;•♦£.52* departed Brisbane 2008/14 for 

eperetl ne in Jurtis Channel.
(12) "BtraHBKY* escorting Convoy SffSL ("BISRO^AXtf* "CRBSSIR* "SfRHKX 

nov-SORB" "mSTSfflfflHM *TFEtsgH3*) departed caloundra 
0336/14 for Townsville f.TA 2 0 0A 7 .

(13) "G*>sr,0»0* escorting Conroy W tt  ("PATRAS* "BA3XI.EA") departed 
Caloundra 3T2I7tfc to part eonpany vicinity 
Percy Islands 8TA O8C0/X9 end return Brisbane.

(14) 6 aafcnerinas on patrol*

(b) in Harbour 1
Silas Bay Area - Warships I  Aux. - *.¥£YAU.A* *KA?U«JA* "KILO* 16 PT*a

Merchant Vessels t *OO«&0i* "CA >r 033* *?A1I OUTDOORS
"BALlKPAPAIi"

B il l  Craft - Appro* 50
Bort Moresby - Worships & Aux* - SC .750 BDML.1161

Merchant Vessels* *3Q 8*m  EOtT* "OSOBOK *.»eCRAKY"
" a s s o c ia t e d " " r m r *  bushibsll* " s t a g m "  " sjt.d o l q o b

"CITY or 'F0*r W0RT8* "VAK SPOTS** "KKY PITMA*" 
.anall Craft - Appro* 20 

Thursday Is . - Varafelpa *  Au*. - wI8 m *t L *  *»XLCA1|XA" "ECHUDA" 
Calrna - » arahics ft Aux. - "OYHPli* "PUWYPUS* 4 W * *

(2 refitting)



Palm Inland - Warship* £ Aux# - "AUSTRALIA" "3ELPBIDGI" "BAGLEY*
"K£^M* "HKHLSY* "MEIiKUR* 

Townsville - Warships & Aux. - "A RUST A” “vnSSPETTA” "BK30HE*
^  *jjpyy|® " YUH8 AK" (ASIS)

\ Brisbane - wsrahlpa & Aux. - "PHOENIX* "PATTERSON* "FULTON*
"POYAM " (ASIS) YP .233 YPJ291 Y^S .10 YMS.ll 
YMS.47 YMS.48 TV S .89 YMS.70 T K f.71  SC .738 
SC .740 SC.745 SC. 746 SC .747 SC *748 P C .1 U 9  
PC.1121 "CBAJfCICLBER* "YBG.2 LST.452 LC I.339  

(Hapairing, Trials etc) - "RALPH TAL50T" ”?S!MA18UE" "KATOOMBA*
"LXTBGO^" “’VICTORIA*

( i i )  EKE MY F0RC38

(1) Hey Georgia - At 1130/15 Munda airfield was attacked by 6
torpedo bombers and IS -<ru««ana. The four fighters reported 
on the a»rodsome at 093S/15 were not to be found.

Vila airfield  area was attacked 1008 /lS  by 5 dive- 
bombers escorted by 14 Grusssana. A building on the Vila 
River Bank, believed to be a power station, was destroyed.

(2) Solomons felroraft - Photos 0 7 40 A 6  show -
Kahili - 35 fighters, 3 medium bombers
Ballale - S fighters
Falsi - 02 floatolanes
Vila - 1 fighter
Munda - nil serviceable

^  Sftoftlands - At 0745/16 the following shipping wag seen in 
" the isuin-Palsi area -

2 destroyers
3 patrol vessels
4 cargo vessels 

Total 2 2
This Indicates a decrease of 2 cargo vessels from the 
previous day.

(4) Kavieng - Reconnaissance 110©/l6 reported one cargo vessel 
approximately 1500 tons in the Kavieng anchorage. In 
addition, a burnt Ofiit cruiser was seen which Is  shown by 
photographs to be ''AOBA" classt one 5 ,000  ton cargo vessel 
is visible wrecked, and the stern of another vessel standing 
out of the water.

At 11 15 /1S a cargo ship reported as 15 ,000  tons was 
seen in oazelle Chaanel heading towsrds Kavieng.

Lo^engau - Reconnaissance 1010/16 sighted a convoy#desoribed 
below; about 85 miles ESI Lorengan* course 360 °.
Coraposi tioni- 1 li=Jbt cruiser

1 destroyer
2 medium cargo vessels 

The convoy was covered by three Zero’ s.
Rabau1 - Photos 1020 /16  show the following shipping in ftabaul 

Harbour>- 7 destroyers (5 “FUBUKI* c l . ,  1 saall k 1 old)
5 subwar ines of HO *100 type
4 patrol craft
2 destroyer tenders
1 submarine tender
2 tankers (7 ,500  &  8 ,5 00  tons respectively)

24 merchant vessels {approx 106 ,000  tons)
1 converted seaplane tender 

Total T%
The following aircraft were visiblei- 

fi&popo - 36 'j/B in revetments
Vunakanau - 59 fighters, 9 M /3. (Greater part bomber

dispersal area not covered,)
Lakuna1 - 120 fighters, 5 m/ b , 7 l / b , 4 transports
In  Ji&rbour - 8 floatplanes.

Fighters at Lakunal are lined up along the runway, 
wing-tlp to wing-tip, indicating recent arrival.

(7) Gape Orford - At dawn 16/4 a subsaarin# was seen on the surface
off Cape Orford proceeding slowly north.

(8 ) lewak - Sine ships, apparently newly arrived at Wewak 09Q5/15,
were attacked during the night 15-16/4 and results are 
auras srised in Bfavi, Incidents. At 2315/15 during the attack 
a destroyer or corvette and 4 unidentified vessels were seen 
steaming out to sea past the east coast of Musohu Island. 
Reconnaissance 1G30/16 sac only m e  vessel In addition to
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. \  small craft In Wewak Harbour. Photos at this tiae tfiich
only cover part of the area show one cargo ship (lQOO tons),
2 coastal vessels, 2 lar^e power boats, 2 luggers, 25 barges.

Photographs 1035/16 show 24 fighters end 5 medium 
bombers on Wewak: aerodrome•

(9) Hm sa Say - Aircraft over Hansa Bay early a.m. 16/4 sighted km 
no shipping.

(10) Salagaua - A local source reports 15/4  50 Japanese crossing
^raricisco River heading south.

(11) Port Moresby ** Two probable 7aro*s were seen over the Port
Moresby area at about 1150/16*

(12) Lorengau - Photos 0950/16 3how a 5000 ton vessel In Lorengau Hbr.

KOHTB WSSTF.RK ABE A

(1) ALLIED ?0frCES

(a) At Sea to 12SoA 7 i 

(1 ) S submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour t

Darwin - Warships k Aux. * ML.815 
Merauke - Warships & Aux. - *I«ATBO0E"

Merchant Vessels* " S ’BIGO"

( i i )  ENEMY FOB OSS

(1) Timor - Baucau was attacked 0800 /16  by 3 B.25* s. On their
way to the target 2 Zero * s were sighted over the south 
coast of Timor*

(2) South Coas^t Dutch New Guinea - 3 vessels were sighted early 
..T O T T g f t  in Raima tiff.W f . "  The vessels are reported as two

2 ,000  tonners and one 4 ,000  tonner but the tonnage may be 
excessive.

At Approximately the same time 3 very sssall vessels 
were seen in the vicinity of Fak ?ak.

(3) Aroe Islands - Reconnaissance p.m. 1 6 /4  sighted 3 barges and 
■ " fishing bSats only in the Aroe I s .  area.

SOOTH WESTERN AREA

( ! )  ALLIED FOftCBS

(a) At 3ea to 1200/l7»

(1) "BIROS* deoar ted zsmouth Gulf 0830/16 for Gerald ton ETA 
1000 /18 .

(b) in Harbours

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - * ADELAIDE" "TRQMP* "TJSRK HIDDES*
"PELIAS* "ISABEL" " H0H3EAM" "BUBB0" "WALLAROO" 
"0TUS" "CHILDS’* "fHIPPOORtfILL" YP.28© YP .288  

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "W.B.PRESTON" "LAHK*

EASTERH A SOUTHERN AREA

(i) A  LISE FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12C 0 /l7 :

(1) "BALLAiiAT** departed Townsville lslo/13 for Sydney ETA 0600/18.
(2) "TOWNSVILLE" "ABRAHAM CRIJNSSEN" escorting Convoy P045 (7 MV

including "EURDMBA") departed CaloundraG433/l7 ETA 
Newcastle 0800/19 , 3jrdne 3 1400 /19 .



(8) At Saadi - COPAHEE (ACV)
(9)\At Auckland - EBOKY (YU) FOSJALHATTt PIHCKHEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)

(10) At Wellington - TRACY (DU) 3HKLPRAKE (AM) MOUBT VEftKOK

(1) Hek&ta Bay - The smell camouflaged. vessel or barge seen at
IWkata Bay was attacked a t  153S/1S and sunk by 2 Avenger 
torpedo bombers with 4 Corsairs covered by IS  Orvmmn 
fighters*

(2 ) Cholseul - At 1700 /1B a small allied  party sighted a Japanese
barge anchored at aagigai (about S miles up the coast from 
Bambatana on S.W, coast). They attacked and burned the 
barge capturing a 50 calibre gun, 4 r ifles , ammunition, 
binoculars, food etc . Two Japs were killed and several 
woundedt others ©scaped into the bush and were being 
rounded-up. One of the attacking party was wounded by a 
bayonet#

(3) wewak - The 9 ships which apparently arrived a t Wowak early
..'a.rru 15/4 were attacked after dark by Fortresses. Four

aircraft using skip-bombing tactics scored hits as follows*- 
A 6-8000 ton cargo vessel hit with two bom btat 2342 /15 .

Seen to sink at 2356/15 .
An SOOO ton transport hit with 2 bombs and also near 

missed. Lifted high out of water by explosions.
Left listing  and in sinking condition. Considered 
possibly sunk.

A 6-8000 ton eargo vessel hit when moving out to sea. 
Stopped when hit and *&a left listing  and in sinking 
condition. Considered possibly sunk.

An unidentified vessel, probably a gunboat, received 
direct hits or near misses and was violently rocked 
by explosions, fhip turned SO® off her course and 
apparently beached. Considered probably destroyed.

(1) strong consolidation advanced positions S .W .P .A .
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - 
North coast Sew Guinea - S.W , coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands*

(2 ) Heavy air offensive against Southern Solomons and
possibly against Mew Guinea.

(3) Increased offensive submarine activity.

AMBBDMgHTi (Page 2, Para.5)

Wewak - The four ship convoy - 1 light cruiser, 1 destroyer and 
”""2 "medium cargo ships, was incorrectly reported 86 miles S3E of 

Lorengau. It  was in fact approx 60 miles north of ewak course 
360° at 1010/16 Indicating the departure o f  the remnants of the 
9 ship convoysiiich arrived tfewak a .m. 15 /4*

CEESCEHT CITY (AP)

naval____i K i r m

ENEMY’ S PROBABLE M XT  MOVE

For DIRECTOR C .C .I .C ,
s '.ttjst .'....k t t x t :

17/4/43



(3) *EALGOORLI3* «aa to sail to join "STUART" escorting Cocvoy 
\  C0S9 off Hob by * a Hoad at 070C/17. "*AaR»Ai3eOL"

is&s to depart Sydney 1500/17 with Sydnsy section 
and RV with saain convoy. * STUART* to proceed Sydney 
seen bW.£RRKAMB00Lm joins.

(4) "GOLD STAF* en route Sidney to Fremantle.
(5) *COLACM departed Melbourne CBOSAs for Sydney ETA 1730/17..
(6) "BOOMBA® escorting Convoy PC 88 departed Port Phillip 2315/16

to HV in slishh*s Promontory area with "DELOPAIKE* 
"MORESEY" escorting Convoy CQ38. Convoy 0CB8 ETA 
Fort Kesabla 1800/19» S><5ney fcSgS/lft^ewoastle 0800/20.

(7) "KURA" departed Melbourne 1305/12. To exerciae vicinity
a11son’s Promontory until 18/4 and then proceed 
Sydney ETA 1200/22.

(8) M&.426 departed Sydney 1S41A4 for Brisbane, was due lOOOA^* 
(9 } *VAS BKSMSJCiKK" departed Melbourne 1603/10 for Pfemantls ETA

1000/21.
(10) "BUSDABSRQ* •SSIDIGO* W8HE?PART0»* escorting Convoy GP46

(Including were to depart Sydney WOO/L7*
ETA Caloundra 23r0/lS>.

(b) In Harbour;

Sydnev - Warships k Aux. - "HOBART*1 "LE TRI0M?H*KTn
"H. T. ALLEN" tt YANDRA •  "MILLERA" *WARR$AUBOOL" 
*WABGANEtLAn (Hospital Ship) SC.739 3D.751 
13 101 'a

(Repairing^) "NEPAL" "KflGFOHD* "VAN GALEN" *ALR1EAB
"MANUNDA” (Hospital Ship)

(On Reserve) "WE3TRALIA " "KANMfflLA"
Melbourne - Harshios & Aux. - "WANOORA" "ATREUS* nSLSBS* 

(Refitting) "QjJr EEROS"

(c) Propcsed Hoveaenta?

(1) "HOBART’* to depart Sydney p.ss. 17/4 ETA Cid Harbour l?00/l$.

SOUTH PACIFIC area

(i )  ALLIED P08CES

(1) At Vanikoro - TBGRNTCN (AVD)
(2) At Fsplritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOCIS

NASHVILLE LEABDER SAN DIEGO (CL) LASSDOIfSE 3TRC®9 
NICHOLAS RUSSELL FUWCHBR O ’ BANHON RADFORD JENKINS 
MAURY E0PKIN3 JfAHD PAKENHGLT S00D&08TS BUCBASASf 
LARDSER McCALLA (DD) PREBLE 6RSFSE THEVRR (DM) CURTISS 
TA5GIER (AV) ATHENE (APV) MAC30NAC (AVP) HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) 
MASLEY (APD) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AKI VESTAL (AR) ALCBISA 
ALGOHAB CELESO (AX) NEOSHO SABINE PLATTE PATUXENT 
TAPPAHANSOCK 3EIP3T0CK (AO) COB 37 A ST (AM) RO3SSO0D (YU)

(3) At Jtoumea - WASKIOTQH INDIANA MA3 SACV US KTT-3 (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
sm  JUAN (CL) KILTY DRAYTON HAH AN PERKINS CONYNGHAM 
SMITH GRIDLEY McCALL PANNING CASE CUMMINGS CRAVEN 
LAM SON (DD) CfHVREUIL (Sloop) IR3ADINE <APV) JANES TO^N ( JG ) 
PROMETHEUS (Aft) AHGONNB (AG) 13ITNEY (AO) MeCAKLEY 
PSESIDEST ADAMS PRESIDENT JACK3DI? (AP ) MAJABA TALA&ANCA 
MERCURY TITAN IA CASTOR (AK) 3CHTJTY iSATBRS (APD) TRYON(APB) 
PECOS 3UAMIC0 CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER ADROIT (AM)

(AT) ROLLY (YN) S .31 (S3) ARD.2. KIWI (A /3  Vessel)
SC .518

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YB) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DK) AMERICAN LEGION (AP }
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIHEO (AM) LOCUST

BUTTERNUT (YN) WAS BASK (YT) IjUTAI GALE TUI U / 3  Vessels) 
ORTOLAN (ASR) 3CEN0MINSE (AT) E8SEIKE PEELPS (AO)
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COL 01! A DO (BB) CXDKffilA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) SANC-AMON CHENANGO SUWaNNEE (ACV) LANG 
WILSON EATON CONY WALLER CONWAY 3AUFLEY PHILIP 

RSH3HA# (DD) BALLARD (AV) LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE HB3CHES (AO) 
RIGEL (AR) RGAMEB PC.476 PC.477 PC.479 R A PM H U lO Ol (AOG\
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DAILY NAVAL SUMHAttY

PART I I .

a l l ik d  & orf-rh of  b a t t le

1 . SOUTH fff-ST fe SOUTH <%0I?IC . 

All, USD FORCES

HOST SECRET 

16 /4 /4 3

EMBMT FOtiCKS

South esfc Pacific 
(Eastern Section) SoutL Pacific

7ruk~ Jaluit-Blsm&r cks- 
Solomons

BB

CV

XCV

ACV

CA

CL

DD

AUSTRALIA

?K OEHI3C
VAN HSiJISKKRK
HOBART

M
*
*
JK
3k

AHUBTA
ffAKRAXU&CA 
LE TRIOHmKT 
3ELFKIDSE 
PATTEHSQN 
T5ELK
hbnkb?
BAOLBY 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
VAH OAL¥H 
BAI.PR TALBOT 
Q.UIBSHOH 
NEPAL 
MUG FORD

I1TYA3A
toSBXJfBXOf
MASSACHUSETTS
KAHYLAJTD
COLORADO

ESTERPRISB 
SARATOGA

COTANGO
&A&3AMQH
SUffASttl

LOUISVILLE 
SAN FHASCISCO 
WICHITA

BOSTCLULU 
m tm A 
IT . toms
NASEVILLE
COLV&BIA
CLEVELAND
MCNTFEJXXER
mircEii
SAB DISOO
SAK JUAN

Approx 50

YAMAIO (poss.Empire)
h u s a s  id:
MUTSU
Konoo
HARUKA
SA'lATO

ZIIKAKU

H i m  a
BAY AT AKA 
ZUIKD

CHUYO
OTAKA

A? AGO 
TAKAO 
AOBA 
CH0?AI
HAOTJSO
TORE
TiireuA

A 9 All 0
JJSTSV
SENDAI
KATORI
KA33IUA
HAOARA
ISffiSU
Kiiru

*  KUSSA

Approx 40

a Non-effective



\

1

- m .

South <kg3t Pacific 
{la.s tern 3©ction)

Soufch Pacific
Truk-Jalulfc-BIssiarcka*

Solomons

SS

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

FT

COMBAT AP

A3 or XA3

AD

AHB&UTACK
GATO
m m  pus 
GSAYBACK
GUQtiLSR
fflXfOM

ALBACORE
m m
Q R m m .im
OROCPEH
O U A W IS H
wrjh

TO HA 

K.®

»
X

AIKCHAFT {S.E .Area Only)

a
hters 
embers 
Bombers 
Plying Boats 

Floatpian®s 
Transport A/C

25

H.T,AfcLEB 
KANQOHA 
WE3THALIA 
KAKIMBLA

FULTON

DOBBIN

At Brisbane

On Patrol

At Sydney

CI/RTI33
TANGIER

3

?

DIXIE
‘ffSXTOBY

Approx 25-30

OKI TOSS 
A KITSUSHIMA

6

?

3 or raaB

306
138
38
15
52
17

x Non-effective
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ALLIED jfOBOJL

2 , CENTRAL PACIFIC

EKT&Y FOaOBS

BB

• n
M
X

NORTE CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
KEV ADA
WEST VIRGINIA 
CALIF OHl'IIA
TEN^ ES3SF

ISE .
FDSO
YAJSASBIHO
HYUOA

0V - *  SKOKAKU
HOSHO (Training Ship)

xc? LCEG ISLAND

ACV NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAFBTB

UKYO
HYTIEO

CA

•

M
3i
*

SALX L A O  CITY 
oaiSAHS 

MIJK EA POL IS 
PEKSACOLA 
POK’kXAM)

E, DMA NO 
31ZtT!fA
1 unidentified

OCA - 3 - 6

CL RICHMOND AB0KUMA 
X I30

XCL 2 or 3

AV/CVS ?
SISSH1N 
KAMO I

XAV/XCVS ? 2

m ? Approx 16

SB * Approx 30

3 . SGRTMEKM PACIFIC

#
CL

INDIANAPOLIS

DSTHOIT
tlALEIuH

h a c h i

TAMA

XCL - 3

DD 10 Approx 4

53 10 Approx 10

4* S O j T O j K A g e H H ^ ^ ? ^

CL CONCORD
TBIKTOK

*  Ncn-effecfclve.
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t
V & • EAST m m  Eg - i m i m  ocean

ALLIED FORCES XKSMY FORCES
v .

South. Vast Pacific 
( • • t u n  3©ctlon) * “8 "« !’n *■<*>* * « « last Ind iea~?h11ippin®s

•
- aajs s p i t e -

RESOLUTION
REV2UOE

-

cv - ^  ILLUSTRIOUS -

3
1

*

MB SUSSEX 
D3V0SSBIRS 
BAimiKS 
f*RSBI 3KER

A SB 10 AR A

CL

•

ADELAIDE MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
K SM  A
SSTERPRISS
LIVERPOOL
A RE THUS A
CFR1S
DAUKTLKSS
CAHSTCtfH
DURBAH
CAKADOC

KASHI!
01
KITAOAMI 

Ji NAsORI

AV/CVS CHILDS
SEROK
* .3 ,P !«3 T 0 H

ALBATROSS u ROTORO

XCL ALAOKIA
CARTBAOI
CHITRAL
RAKPURA
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

8

DD TROsPx 
TJKRK HIDDES

Approx 27 Approx 12

33

•
GIUYLIK3 ) 
C/KKSsADIER ) 
‘i'AinOQ ) On 
THRESHSH ) 
TRCtJx )

Patrol '3 10

5*

GAB }
GWmiQM ) 4f 
TAJtBOR ) A * ^ m " t '1 
K .1 2  )

or* XA3 PEL IAS ? 1

VURCRAFT (H ,#.Area Only)

pighters 
H/Bombepa 
flying Boats 
^^atplanes  
^Lnsport A/G

117
78
3

29
22

d $o meant intelligence,
Ppesont location uncertain.

Jt Kon-offectlva
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British —  M OST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL H EADQU AR TERS  

SOU TH  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 381 Date: 18fch April, 1943.

P A R T I.

SOUTH yJF.ST FAQ I PIC AREA 

1 . NORTH EASTERN AR A

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 1 2 0 0 /l8 :

(1) "SOMMER* "S C .744* "SC .749" on survev duty vicinity Deboyne Is .
(2) "SC•750* departed Port Moresby 1256/17 for Milne Bay. ETA 1200 /18 .
(3) "CASTLEMAINE* escorting "MULIAMA" departed Darwin 0818/9 for

Thursday Island.
(4) "CENTAUR* (Hospital Ship) departed Port Moresby 1703/13 for

Brisbane ETA 1400 /18 .
(5) "ECHUCA" departed Thursday Island 1258/17 for Cairns ETA 0700 /lS .
(6) ARRAMUNGA* "ARUNTA* were to depart Townsville a.xn. 18 /4  for

Brisbane.
(7) " PIRIE* depart: d Townsville 2146/16 for Maryborough ETA 0700 /19 .
(8) "GLENELG" escorting Convoy TN73 ( "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD* "BAN HONG

LIONG" * i'ORT."AKW) to" Milne Bay ETA 1730 /18 .
(9) "VENDETTA" escorting Convoy TN74 (H .T . "KATOOMBA") departed

Townsville 1800/l7  for Port Moresby ETA 1800 /19 .
(10) H .D .M .L . 1074 en route Tosnsville to Port Moresby ETA 1700 /18 .
(11) "WARREGO* departed Cairns 1605/16 for Thursday Island was due

1130 /18 .
(12) "TULSA" "YP .280" "YMS.9 " "YMS.49" "YMS.50" 6>*P«s departed Cairns

143l/l6  for Thursday Island.
(13) "YMS.46" "YMS*51" "YMS.52" departed Brisbane 2008/14 for

operations in Curtis Channel.
(14) "GEELONG" escorting Convoy BT52 ("PACHAS" "BASILEA*) departed

Caloundra 0421 /19 . wGE'gL0NG* to part company vicinity 
Percy Islands ETA 0800/19 and return Brisbane.

(15) 6 submarines on patrol

(b) In Harbour:

Milne Bay Area - Warships & Aux. - "WHYALLA" "KAPUHDA" "WAGGA"
"HILO" 15 PT’ s 

Merchant Vessels: "GORGON" "CARDROSS" "VAN 0DTH00RN"
"BALIKPAP AN* "BONTEKOE"

Small Craft - Approx 50 
Note: N .O .I .C .  Milne Bay reported at 1016/17 that *WHYAH*A" was 

a, round on a Reef off Killerton Point in Milne Bay.
"KAPUNDA" was sent to her assistance, and "ROCKLEA" was also 
despatched to discharge "WHYALLA, S" accumulation and stores 
so as to lighten.

Port Moresby - Tsfarships & Aux, - HDML.1161
Merchant Vessels: "JOSEPH HOLT" "GEORGE W. McCRARY" 

"ASSOCIATED" "DAVID BUSHNELL" "STAGEN* "UL00L00" 
"CITY OF FORT WORTH* "VAN HEUTSZ" "KEY PITMAN" 

Small Craft - Approx 20 

Thursday Is ,  - Warships &  Aux. - "INVERELL" "flILCA NIA"
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- Warships & Aux* - "SWAN*1 *<HMPIE" "PLATYPUS" 4 PT'a
(2 refitting}

- Warships & Aux* - "AUSTRALIA* " 3ELFRIDGE" "BAGLEY"
"HELM1* " M L K Y "  " MEEKER*

- Warshios & Aux, - "SUNBURY* "BROOME" "YUNNAN"
(A313) "EIS30EDALE"

- Warships & Aux, •  "PHOENIX" "ROCKHAMPTON"
"GLADSTONE" "GOELBURN" "PULTON"

"POYAKG" (ASIS) Y P .233 YP.2S1 YMS.lO YM S.ll 
YMS.47 YMS.48 YM3.53 YMS.7C YMS.71 SC .738 
SC .740 SC .745 SC .746 SO .747 SC .748 PC.1119 
PC.1121 "CHANTICLEER" YDG.2  LST.452 LCI.339 
ML. 424 ML.4 2 5 ML. 426 ML.814 ML. 817 

(Repairing, Trials, E tc .) - "RALPH TALBOT" "PF MANTLE13
“KATOOMBA* "LITHOOff" "VICTORIA"

(c ) Proposed Movements i

(1) "AUSTRALIA" to depart Palm Island 0600/19 fcr Cid Harbour ETA
1600 /19 , To meet "HOBART". "AUSTRALIA" "HOBART" to depart 
Cid Harbour, evening 19/4 and proceed Palm Island 
carrying out night exercises with destroyers from Pain 
Island during passage.

Addendum to Forces N .E. Area (At Sea)

(16) " PATTERSON* escorting "K0RMACSEA" departed Calcundra 2 2 0 l /l 7 .
To escort to position 2603 8 , S. 15 7 °4 2 f E. On completion 
"PATTERSON" to return to Brisbane,

(i i )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) Guadalcanal - Two enemy aircraft were over Guadalcanal during
the night 16 /4 , Three men were wounded and a small fuel dump 
was fired . Anci-aircraft claimed one enemy aircraft shot down.

(2) New Georgia - Two barges departed Viru Harbour 3359/lS  while
* an other arrl ved 1505/16, no doubt all In connection with

supplies for the enemy O .P . The Jap Radio at Viru Harbour 
has been moved into the bush.

A S ft* road has been constructed from Munda across to 
Baeroko (at the southern end of Kula G ulf), together with 
a telephone line . Up to the middle of Ma|*ch no motor traffic 
had been seen on this road, out it is now reported, is /4 , that 
trucks and other motor transport are In the Munda Area for 
the first time.

This Indicates that supplies for Munda may in future be 
shipped from, Bain to Baeroko, thence by road to Munda,

Munda airfield  was attacked 1415/17 by 12 Dive Bombers 
escorted by 14 Gruman Fighters. The runway and dispersal 
area were h it .

Local sources report continued barge activity along the 
western coast of Vella Lavella.

(3) Shortlands:- Kahili Area and Ballale were attacked 200G-2130/16
by ll Torpedo Bombers, 5 Fortresses and 9 Liberators. Fires 
were started. A possible Tanker and Cargo Ship were attacked 
by 2 Torpedo Bombers which scored a possible hit on the Cargo 
Ship and a near miss on the Tanker. A Hospital Ship was seen 
illuminated, but the red crosses were not visible above 2,000 
ft .

Reconnaissance a.m. 17/4  sighted 6 Cargo vesuels including 
1 large and 1 very large in the Buin-Faisi Area, The largest 
vessel appeared to be arriving from the East.

The above shipping represents an increase of two Cargo 
Vessels, while 2 Destroyers and 3 Patrol Craft appear to have 
departed.

(4) Northeast Coast Boogftinville - Although troops, stores and lorries

hare been landed on the north eastern shores In the Tinputz 
Area, latest reports, 1 7 /4 , indicate that the area is free of
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enemy except for a small force at TInputz where buildings 
are being demolished., believed for shipment to Ruma Huma.

\ (5 ) Solomons Aircraft - Photos 0920/17 show little change in the 
air strength, thus -

Kahili - 39 Fighters, 5 Medium Bombers
Ballale - 9 Fighters
Faisi - 15 Floatplanes
Vila-Munda - Nil operational
Buka - 6 Fighters, 1 Medium Bomber

(5) Kavieng Area - £n the sea area to the Northeast two convoys
were seen 17/4  as follows

1030/17 - 1 Cruiser, 2 Destroyers, 1 Merchant Vessel
approximately 275 miles North East of Kavieng,
Course 275°*

1045-1100/17 - 2 Destroyers, 3 Cargo Vessels approximately 
200 miles North East of Kavieng, Gourse 20° 
which was apparently changed to 190° 15 minutes 
later .

Reconnaissance approximately 1030/17 reported the follow­
ing shipping in the Kavieng Areaj-

1 Warship (probably the damaged heavy Cruiser) 
and 4 Unidentified Vessels in fee Kavieng 
Anchorages,
1 small Cargo Vessel 50 miles west of Kavieng 
course 340 °""and 1 x 5 ,COO ton Unidentified type 
vessel 90 miles South 'lest o f  Kavieng, course 120°,

(6) Cape Orford - At 0715/17 an enemy submarine was sighted off Cape
Orford on a northerly course. It  is recalled that 2 Submarines 
were sighted p/ra* 15 /4  in this area, going south and at 0715/16 
another one heading north, indicating an almost daily run
probably to Lae,

(7) Gasmata - Photographs 1700/16 show the Gasmata runway to be
serviceable, together with 2 Medium Bombers and 1 Fighter all 
serviceable on the a irfield ,

(8) Wewak - Reconnaissance 114o/l7 sighted 1 x 2 ,000  ton Cargo Vessel
and 1 x 500 ton vessel in Wewak Harbour,

(9) Hansa Bay - Photographs 1120 /lS  show 2 Fighters in revetments on
Nubia Aerodrome.

(10) Bogia - At 1215/17 1 Cargo Vessel of 1 ,000  tons was seen in
Tfogia Harbour,

(11) Lae - Photographs about 1600/l 6  show 1 Medium Bomber and 2 Fighters,
of which"one Ls damaged, additional to the previously reported 
unserviceable aircraft on the drome.

Photographs at the same time show Maiahang runway to be 
serviceable.

(12) Mubo - Enemy positions at Komiatum were raided during the night 
15-16/4, Details are not yet available.



(I)  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 120C /l8 :

) 5 Submarines on patrol.

(b ) la Harbour:

Darwin — War ship3 & Aux* *■ ML*815 
Herauke - Warships & Aux. - "LATROBE 

Merchsnt Vessels: "SIBIG-O"

(i i )  ESEHY FORCES

(1) Ambon was raided at about 1900/17 by 4 Liberators. 9 Vessels, 
“ varying from 1-5,000 tons, type unspecified, were seen

in the Bay.

(2) Benda-Arafura Sea - Reconnaissances over the Tanimbar, Kai, Aroe 
Islands and along the Ka'ikenau Coast reported no shipping 

sighted.

(3) Humboldt Bay - Reconnaissance 1055/17 sighted one small boat only 

in  the 'Say*

2 , NORTH WESTERN AREA

3 , SOUTH flSSTEHfr AR A

(i) ALLIED FORCES 

(a } At Sea to lSQp /lB ;

(1) "HERON” departed Exmouth Gulf 0S3c/l6 for 'leraldton. ./as uue 

iooo/ie,

(b) In Harbour :

Fremantle - Warships & Aux# - ”ADELAIDE” "TROMP" "TJERK HIDDEN
"PELIAS" "ISABEL" "HORSHAM" "DUBBC WALLAROO 
«0TUS" "GKILBS" "WHIPPOORWILL" YP.286 YP 288 

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "W .B . PRESTO®" "LARK"

4 . EASTERN k SOUTHERN ARFA

(i) iLLI'3) FORCES 

'a ) At Sea to 12 00 /1 5 :

(1) "BALLARAT11 departed Townsville 16lo /l3  for Sydney. .as due

(2) "T0°N°VIIXE" "ABRAHAM CRIJNSSEN" escorting Convoy PG45 (6 MV
including "KURUMBA") departed Caloundra 0455/17 ETA Newcastle 

07oc/l9 , Sydney 1300 /l9 .
(3) ‘'GOLD STAR" en route Sydney to Fremantle.
(4) "VAN HEEMSKERK” departed Melbourne 1603/1G for Fremantie ±.,VA

1oo0/ 21.
(5) "KALGrOORLIE" "WARNKAMEOOL" escorting Convey C089.
(6) "COLAS*1 departed Kslbourne 0803/15 for Sydney. ./as due 1 7 3 0 /1 / .
(7) "DELOBAINE" "MORESBY” escorting Convoy 0CS8 (8 MV.) ETA Port

Xetnbla iso o /is , Sydney 2359/19 , Newcastle 0800/20 .
(8) " 0 3 R A ,S departed Melbourne 1505 /19 . To exercise vicinity Wilson s

Promontory until l & A  snd then proceed Sydney ETA l ^ 00 /22 ,
(9) "HOBART1 departed Sydney 1935/17 to rejoin ‘TF74 a>, Cid Hsro^

(10) "BUNEA £3EG” " BENDIGO " " SHE P PAR TON" escorting Convoy.. GP46 (3 vesfel3 
including "BtJNGAREE*) departed Sydney 0920/17 , ETA ualoundra

2 3 0 0 /lS .“



Sydney •  Warships & Aux* - "STUART" ”LE TEIOMPEAN T tt
"H .T . & L E N "  "YANDRA" «MILDURA« '

"WANGAN ELLA" (Hospital Ship) 30 ,739 30.751 
13 L G I ’ s

” NEPAL* "MUGFORD" "VAN GAL BN* "ALHENA" 
"MANTOIDA" (Hospital Ship)
nWESTHALIA" "KANIMBLA"

elbourne - Warships k Aux, - "MANOORA” "ATREUS* "ALSEY"
"DOOMBA"

(Refitting) "QUIEEHON"

(b ) In Harbour:

\

(Repairing) 

(On Reserve)

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) A LI I.'CD FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAE (AVp)

(2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HONOLULU HELENA ST. LOUIS
NAoHVILLS LBANDER SAlf DIEGO (CL) LANDSOWNE STRONG 
NICHOLAS RUSSELL FLETCHER 0 'BANNON RADFORD JENKINS 
MAURY HOPKINS WARD FARENHOLT WOODWORTH BUG HA'! AN 
LAOTER SCO ALLA (DD) PR r£BLE BREESE T SEVER (DM) CURTISS 
TANGIER (AV) ATHENE (APV) HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) MANLEY 
(APD) DIXIE (AD) P RO (A3) VESTAL (AR) ALCHIBA ALGORAB 
CSLENO (AK) NEOSHO SABINE PLATTS PATUXENT TAPPAHAN SOCK 
WHIP ST OSS (AO) CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN JUAN ^CL) KILTY DRAYTON MAHAN PERKINS CONYNGHAK 
SMITH GEIDLSY MeCALL FANNING CASE CUMMINGS CRAVEN 
LAM SO N (DD) CESVREUIL (Sloop) EHGADINE (APV) JAMESTOWN (PG) 
PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AG) WHITNEY (AD) MoCAWLEY 
PR SIDENT ADA :S PRESIDENT JACKSON (A?) MAJABA TALAMANCA 
MERCURY THAU IA CASTOR (AK) S€HLEV WATERS (APD) TRYON (APR) 
PECCi bjAMICO CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER ADROIT (AM)
PAWNEE (AT) HOLLY (YN) 3,31 (SS) ARD.2 KIWI (a/ s Vessel)
SC.51S

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA {AT)
(5) At Sailoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) M  ERICAS LEGION (AP)
(6 ) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL VIEEO (Air) LOCUST

BDCTOTJT ( M )  wm m m  [Y!> K A M I 0A1E yesielsi
ORTfOLAH (ASR) MENOMINEE (ATI EESEINE PHELPS (AO)
STfUTTGRD (A?) PATHFINDER (AGS)

' 7 ' kz •  mjrylafd Colorado ;(bb) Columbia Cleveland Denver
MONTPi-LLr R (CL) CHENANGO SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON WALLER

(DD) BA; LARD (AV) LACKAWANNA '

M p S & S n o c l i S I ) u 0 )  fiI3EL <AR) R o m m
(8) At Nandi - COPABEE (ACV)

/•fX! ££ Auckland - EBONY (YN) FOMALHAUI' PINCKNEY (AE) SOLACE (AH)
(10) At Wellington - TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) MOUNT VERNON * 

CR&oCisJT CITY (A®)

(ii )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) There were indications, 16-17/4, o f  4 enemy Submarines in the 
Tongatabu-Samoa-Canton Islands Area.

NAVAL INCIDENTS



ENEMY'S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S .W .P .A .
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea - S.?/. coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura 3ea Island.

(2) Heavy Air offensive against Southern Solomons and
possibly against Me'sp Guinea. »

(3) Increased offensive submarine activity.

For PIRSCTOR C .Q . I
• . . '■‘a t &. ■ . ' A

1 8 /4 /4 3 .
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MOST SECRET

DAILY NAVAL. SUMMARY

PART I I .

ALLIED & ENEMY OitDER OF BATTLE

1 . SOUTH WEST & SOUTH PACIFIC

I7 / 4/ 4 3 .

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

South West Pacific „ ..
(Eastern Section) South pacific

Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks*
Solomons

BB

§
xcv

ACV

CA

CL

DD

x
x
X
X
X

AUSTRALIA

PHOENIX
VAN HEEMSKERK
HOBART

ARUM1 A
WARRAMUNGA
LS TRIOMPHANT
SELFRIDGE
PATTERSON
HELM
HENLEY
BAGLEY
STUART
VENDETTA
VAN GALEN
RALPH TALBOT
QUIBERON
NEPAL
MUGFORD

T'JD~A"A

WASHINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MARYEAND 
COLORADO

ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA

CHEBAjrSO
SANGAMON
STJ1ANBEE

LOUISVILLE 
SAE FRANCISCO 
WICHITA

HONOLULU
HELEM
ST. LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JJAN

Approx 50

YAMATO (poss.Empire)
MUSASHI
MUTSU
KONGO
EARUSA
NAGATO

ZUIEAKU

HITAKA
HAYATAKA
ZUIHO

CHUTO
OTAKA

ATAGO
TAKA.0
AO BA
CHOKAI
HAGURO
TONE
TIKUMA

AG ArtO 
JINTSU 
SENDAI 
KATORI 
KA3BIMA 
im  ARA 
IZU2TJ 
KINU

*  KUMA

Approx 40

m Non-effective



L\
South ’vest Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcksr
Solomons

SS

^//cvs

XAV/XCVS

FT

COMBAT AP

A3 or XAS 

AD

AMBER JACK )
GrATO )
GRAMPUS )
GdAYBiC K ) At Brisbane
GROWLER )
TRITON )

ALB AC ORE )
DRUM )
GREENLING )
GROUPER ) On Patrol
G'JAHDPISH )
P3TO )
TUNA )

K.9 At Sydney

*

25

H.T . ALL3N 
MAHCORA 
W33TRALIA 
KANIMBLA

FTJLTON

DOBBIN

CURTISS
TANGIER

3

9

DIXIE
WHITNEY

AIRCRAFT (N .E . Area Only)

Fighters 
M/Bombers 
oS/Bombers 

Joying  Boats 
JBfcatplanes 
Transport A/C

Approx 25-30

CHITOSE
AKITSUSHIMA

6

?

3 or more

321
140

40
15
52
17

Eon-effective
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CENTRAL PACIFIC

BB V  

• Jt

34

ALLIED FORCES

NORTH CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
N5T5 MEXICO 
3EVADA
W3ST VIRGINIA 
CALIFORNIA
T3NHESSEE

ENEM'i FORCES

ISE 
FUSO 

• YAMASEIKO 
KYUGA

CV - J* SHOKAKU
BOSIiO (Training Siiip)

xcv LONG ISLAND -

ACV NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAHES

TJNYO
RYUHO

CA

•

X

X

X

SAL I LAKE CITY 
SEW ORLEANS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
PENSACOLA 
PORTLAND

KUMANO
SUZUYA
1 Unidentified

OCA - 3 - 6

CL RICHMOND ABUKUKA
TA M

XCL - 2 cr 3

AV/CVS ? NISSHIN
KAMOI

XAV/XCVS 9 2

ED 9 Appr ox 16

SS O Apjr ox 30

5* NORTHERN PAD IFIC

• INDIAN A POL IS NAC HI

CL DI?TT\ IT 
RALEIGH

KISO

XCL - 3

DD 10 Approx 4

SS 10 Approx 10

4 . SOUTH-EASTKRN PAO IFIC

CL COHCORD
TRENTON

-

Jf Non-effective
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cv

CA

CL

AV/CVS

XCL

DD

SS

5, EAST INDIES 

ALLIED FORCES

INDIAN OCEAN

ENEMY FORCES

South Brest Pacific Eastern Fleet Area East Indies-Philippinea 
(Western Section)

ADELAIDE

CHILD3 
HERON
W .3 . PRESTON

TROMP
T JERK HIDDES

WAR SPITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

4 ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX
DEVONSHIRE
HAWKINS
FROBISHER

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
K i r a
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
ARETHUSA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
CA SADOC

ALBATROSS

ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE 
CHITRAL 
RANPURA 
RAlfCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE 

Apjr ox 27

GRACING ) 
GRENADIER) 
TAuTOG 
THRES3ER 
TROUT

On Patrol

GAR
GUDGEON 
TAi'iBOR 
K. 12

) At Fremantle

)>
/
)

AS or XAS PELIAS

AIRCRAFT (N.W. Ar*ea Only)

Fightf rs 
M/Bombers 
Irving Boats 
j^pa t olane s 
Transport a / c

ASHIGARA

KASHII
01
KITAGAMI

*  NATORI

*  NOTORO

10

117
78
3

29
22

p Ko recent intelligence
Present location uncertain.

x Kon-effective
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C . O . I . e .

British —  M OST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

-<v
GENERAL HEADQU AR TERS 

SOU TH  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

No.

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

392 Date: 19th April, 1943

P A R T I.

A. SOUTH m ST  PACIFIC AREA

1 , NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i )  A1LIED FORCES

(1)

(2
(3

(4

(5
(6
(7
(8

(9

(10

(11
(12
(13

(14
(15

(16

(17

(18

(19
(20

(21
(22

(a) At Sea to 12Q0/l9»

"AUSTRALIA" v»as to depart Palm Island 0600/19 for Cid Harbour 
ETA X600/X9#

“HOBART" departed Sydney 1935/17 ETA Old Harbour 1700 /19 .
"RALPH TALBOT" escorting "PHOENIX" (for U .S .)  departed Brisbane 

1055 /18 . "RALPH TALBOT" to part company vicinity 159°E 
to rejoin T .F .7 4 . ETA Townsville 1500 /21 .

"PATTERSON" escorting "MORMACSEA" departed Caloundra 2201 /17 .
To escort to position 26 38»S 157°42*E . On completion 
"PATTERSON" to return to Brisbane.

"SUMNER" "S C .744" "SC .749" on survey duty vicinity  Deboyne Is ,  
"BOWEN" departed Port Moresby 1335/18 for Milne Bay ETA 1200 /19 .
"wMYALLA" departed Milne Bay 2127/18 for survey ground.
"CASTLEMAINE" escorting "MULIAMA" departed Darwin 0818/9 for 

Thursday Island ETA 1200 /20 .
"GLENELG" escorting "HANYANG” "VAN OUT HOORN" was to depart M in e  

Bay 1200 /19  for Townsville,
"WAGGA" escorting "CARDROSS" departed Milne Bay 0507/18 for 

Cairns ETA 0800 /20 .
"ECHUCA" departed Thursday Island 1258/17  for Cairns was due 

0700/19 .
"PIRIE" departed Townsville 2 1 4 6 A 6  for Maryborough was due 0700 /19 , 
"GEELONG" returning Brisbane from vicinity Percy Island after 

escort duty,
"WARRAMUNGA" "ARUNTA" en route Townsville to Brisbane ETA 1430 /19 , 
"VENDETTA" escorting Convoy TN74 (H ,T . "KATOOMBA")  departed 

Townsville IS goA '  ^or Port Moresby ETA 18 0 0 A 9 *
Convoy TN75 ( "CREMER" "STEPHEN B.ELKIN" "HENRY DEARBORN") was to 

depart Townsville 0400 /19 . "GY&JPIE" to RV off Fltzroy 
Island 1700/19 and escort to Bart Moresby ETA 0800 /21 , 

"BROOME" escorting Convoy TN76 ("VAN SWOLL" "SWARTENHOSDT") was 
to depart fownsville 1000/19 for Milne Bay ETA 1900 /22 , 

"TULSA" "YP .280" "YMS.9" "YMS.49" "YMS.50" 6 PT's dep, Cairns 
1 4 3 lA 6  for Thursday Island,

"BUWBURY" departed Townsville 1716/18 for Cairns ETA 0 7 0 0 A 9 . 
"YMS,46" "yMS.51" "YMS.52" departed Brisbane 2008/14 for 

operations in  Curtis Channel,
•Y F .291 " departed Caloundra 195l /l8  for CaL rns ETA 1200 /22#
6 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour t

Mi In e Bay Area - Warships & Aux. - "KAPUNDA" "S C ,750" "HILO" 15 PT»s
Merchant Vessels: "GORGON" "BAN HONG LIONG" "PORWJR 

"ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" " BALIKPAPAN" "BONTEKOE"
Small Craft - Approx 50

- 1 - -



\ \
Thursday Is*

Cairns

Palm Ialei d

Townsville
Brisbane

Small Graft
- Warships & Aux* -

- Warships & Aux. -

- Warships & Aux. -

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - HDML*1074 HDML.1161
merchant Vessels* "JOSEPH HOLT” "DAVID BU3HNELL" 

"STAGEN* "CITY OP FCRT WORTH" "VAN HEUTSZ"
"KEY PITMAN'*

- Approx 20
- "WARREGO" "INVERELL" "WILCANNIA" 

"LATROBE"
"SWAN” "PLATYPUS" 4 FT *3 

(2 refitting)
" SELFRIDGE" "BAGLEY" "HENLEY" 
"HELM" "MERKUR"

- Warships d: Aux. - ”3fQNNAN" (ASIS) "BISHOPDALE"
- Warships & Aux, - "GLADSTONE" "GOULBURN" "PULTON" 

"FOYANG" (ASIS) YP .233 YMS.10 YMS.11 YMS.47
YMS.48 YMS.53 YMS.70 YMS,71 SC*736 SC .740 
SC.745 SC,746 SC .747 SC .748 PC.1119 FC,1123| 

"CHANTICLEER" YDG.2 LST .452 LC I.339  ML*424 
ML.425 ML,426 ML.814 ML.817 "CENTAUR" (HoapM 
Ship)

(Repairing, Trials etc) - "ROCKHAMPTON" "FREMANTLE " ’’KATOOMBA"
"LITHGOA'" "VICTORIA"

(c) Proposed Movement3t

(1) "AUSTRALIA" "HOBART" to depart Old Harbour, evening 13 /4  and 
proceed Palm Island carrying out night exercises with 
destroyers from Palm Island during Passage,

( i i )  ENEMY FORCES

Cholaeul - At 1945/17 a small vessel arrived at Rekata Bay 
from the N .f .

(2) Shertlanda - Following the heavy raid on Kahili and Ballaie 
and shipping in the area on the night 16 /4 , shipping was 
again successfully attacked after dark during the evening 
17 /4  {see Naval Incidents). Simultaneously Kahili strip 
and revetment area was bombed by 4 torpedo bombers followed 
shortly afterwards by 6 Portresses and 7 Liberators which 
dropped 20 tons of bombs. During the fighter sweep over 
Eahlli area by Lightnings at about 0930/18 3 enemy bombers 
and 3 Zero’ s were shot down. One of our fighters was lost.

At 0825/lS  the following shipping was si ghted in the 
Buin-Faisi area - 2 destroyers

4 patrol craft
5 cargo vessels

(3) Solomons Aircraft - Photcs around 0745/18 covering all main 
dromes except lallale  and Faisi showed no material change 
from the previous day,

(4) Kavieng - Photographs 1029/17 show the "AOBA" class heavy
cruiser beached north of Baudissen I s .  and low by the stern.
The superstructure and stacks appear normal.

At 0920 /l8  reconnaissance sighted apparently 5 ships 
in bh© Kavieng area but observation was Interrupted by 
interception. A convoy of 3 ships including probably one 
destroyer and one merchant vessel off North Cape was sighted 
probably heading for Kavieng. In addition, one 10 ,000  ton 
transport and one 3 ,000  ton cargo vessel were seen in Kavieng 
Harbour although high distant oblique photos only show one 
vessel here.

Photos also show 2 floatplanes, 4 serviceable medium 
bombers and 22 fighters on the aerodrome.

(5) Open Bay - 4 Zerofs were seen over Open Bay 0830/18 ,
(6 ) Gasmata - Reconnaissance 0730/18 sighted no aircraft on the

aerodrome although the strip appeared serviceable. At 
1605/18 4 fighters and 2 medium bombers were seen on the 
runway and a floatplane moored close by.

(7) Vltlaa Strait - A twin-engined single seater fighter Intercepted
a reconnaissance Liberator over Rooke Island at 1200 /18  and 

was shot down In flames,
(8) Wewak - Reconnaissance at 1 0 0 0 /1 8 reported nil sightings in

Wewak Earbour but there was a heavy hale,
(9) B o j im - S a l d o r  - Local sources report that enemy patrols have

been active In tbs hinterland of this area between 26/3  and

2



15/4» The same source r ©ports 4 launches running from 
Madang to Singor (15 miles W. Saidor) and Saidor# 

y \ o ) Salamaua Area - Local sources report 16/4 that Lababia,
^  Duali (In Nassau Bay) and sachen Bay (adjacent to Nassau

Bay) are strongly held by the enemy and are being reinforced 
from Lae. At Salamaua proper extensive underground positions 
are reported in the quarry area.

It is recalled that reinforcements for Mubo were 
believed to have been trans-shipped from the Finschhafen 
convoy (29-30/3) to Lababia Is ., thence to Duali and Mubo.

Milne Bay - An enemy reconnaissance aircraft was over Milne 
Bay a t 0 8 0 0 /l B .

2 . NORTH WESTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Qo/l9t 

(1) 5 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin - farships & Aux. - ML.815

(ii) EflEMY FORCES

(1) Wlssellakes (about 42 miles N. by W. Kaukenau) - A single
enemy, reconnaissance floatplane was over ?,’issellakes at 
0900/16 and possibly again at about the same time 17/4*

(2) Timor - Aircraft over Koepang at 0825/18 sighted no shipping
in”Koepang Bay but one ship, shown by photographs to be a 
6,000 ton merchant vessel, was seen at anchor off Hansisl 
(in semaoe Strait),

Incomplete photos 18/4 of Penfoei aerodrome show 6 
fighters and one d&iaaged light bomber#

(3) Croker Is. - Two Japanese airmen were washed up on a raft
r r /r  on Croker Is. where they were captured. These men 
nay be from the enemy floatplane which attacked our convoy 
9/4 approximately 65 miles NW Milimgimbi and was damaged 
by a Hudson which was escorting the convoy.

3. SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/l9:

(1) "VAK HEEMSKERK® departed Melbourne 1603/16 for Fremantle 
ETA 1000/21.

(b ) in  Harbour;

Geraldtoa - Warships & Aux. - "HERON"
Fremantle - Farshlos & Aux. - "ADELAIDE” "TROMP" "TJERK HIDDES"

MPEL IAS” "ISABEL" "HORSHAM” "DUBBO" "WALLAROO" 
"DTDS" "CHILDS" "WHIPPOORWILL" YP.286 YP.288 

Exmcuth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "W .3 . PRESTON" "IARK"

4 . EASTERN & 30'JTHERNAKEA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea tc 120Q/l9t

(1) "TOWNSVILLE" "ABRAHAM CRIJNSSEN" escorting Convoy JPC345 (6 MV
including ^KURUMBA") dep. Caloundra','0'433'/r77"were due

- 3 -



Newcastle 0300/19, Sydney 1100/19*
(2) "GOLD STAR" en route Sydney to Fremantle,

. \  (3) "KALGOORLIE" "WARRNAMBOOL" escorting Convoy C089.
v >  (4) "DELORAL NE" "MORESBY" escorting Convo.y 06m  (6 MV) ETA Port

Kembla 1800/l9 , Sydney jSSS^ld, Newcastle 080c/20*
(5) "KYHiA" departed Melbourne 1305/12 ETA Sydney 1200/22*
(6) "BUKDABSRG” "BENDIGO" "SEEPPARTON" escorting Convoy 0P46

(3 vessels including "BUNBAREE") deprted Sydney
0920/17, STA Caloundra 1700/19,

t

(b) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "STUART" "LE TRIOMPHANT"
"H.T.ALLEN" "YANDRA" "MILDURA" "BALLARAT" 
"COLAC* "WANGANELLA" (Kospitel Ship)
SC.739 SC,751 13 LCI»»

(Repairing) "NEPAL"MUGPORD" "VAN GALEN" "ALHENA"
"MANUNDA" (Hospital Ship)

(On Reserve) "WESTRALIA" "KANIMBLA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "MANOORA" "ATREUS*3 "ALSEY"

*D00MBA;7 
(Refitting) *QUIBER0H"

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA:

ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Esifritu Sen to - ENTERPRISE (CV) HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS

NASHVILLE LEANDER SAN DIEGO (CL) LANSDOWNE STRONG 
NICHOLAS RUSSELL FLETCHER 0 *BAM ON RADFORD JENKINS 
MAURY HOPKINS WARD FARENHOLT WOODWORTH BUCHANAN 
LARDNER McCALLA (DD) PREBLE BREESE TREVER (DM) CURTISS 
TANGIER (AV) ATHENE (APV) THORNTON (AVD) HUNTER LIGGETT 
(AP) MANLEY (APD) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL {AR)
ALCHIBA ALGORAB CELENO (AK) NEOSHO SABINE PLATTE 
PATUXENT TAPPAHANNOCK WHIPSTOCK (AO) U0W3TANT (AM) 
ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (33) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY DRAYTON MAHAN PERKINS CGNYNGHAM 
SMITH GRIDGLEY McCALL FAMING GA8E CUMMINGS CRAVEN 
LAMSON (DD) CHEVRETJIL (Sloop) ENG A DINS (APV) JAMESTOWN (PG) 
PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AG) WHITNEY (AD) McCAWLEY 
PRESIDENT ADAMS PRESIDENT JACKSON (A?) MAJABA TALAMANCA 
MERCURY TITANIA CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) TRYON(APH 
PECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER ADROIT (AM)
PAWNEE (AT) HOLLY (YN) S .31 (SS) ARD.2 KIWI (A./3 Vessel) 
SC.518

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SOS DMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (AP)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL VIKEO {AM)

LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WAN DANK (YT) MATA I GALE TUI (A/S 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (A3R) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSONE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND- COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CfflBNANGO SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON WALLER 
SAUFLEY PHILIP RENSHAW (DD) BALI#. RD (AV) LACKAWANNA 
KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER PC.476 PD.479 
RAPPAHANN03K (AOG)

(8) At Handi - COPAHEE (ACV)
(9) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) POMALHAUI PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)

(10) At Wellington - TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) MOUNT VERNON
CRESCENT CITY (AP)



NAVAL INCIDENTS

Short lands - Shipping, aht  ̂the Buin base was attacked from 
mast-head height by torpedo bombers at or shortly before 
2000/l7« Two Avengers scored five hits on a 10 ,000  ton 
cargo vessel S .E . of Bauvo Is .  off west shore of pauro 
I s , 5" iTa© ship was seen with decks awash and sinking 

during the last bombing pass.
Another two Avengers scored two hits on a seccnd 

cargo vessel in  the anchorage N.W. of Pupukuna Point, and 
near misses on a third cargo ship nearby*

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S .W .P .A .
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea - S.W. Coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands,

(2) Heavy air offensive against Southern Solomons
and possibly against New Guinea.

(3) Increased offensive submarine activity.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C , 
G« fi.Q. j S.ff.P.A.

1 9 /4 /43



MOST SECRET 

1 8 /4 /4 3 .

\ DAILY NAV AL SUMMARY 

PART IX *

ALLIED & ENEMY CPtDER OF BATTLE

1 , SOUTH WEST & SOUTH PAD IFIC

ALL IT3) FORCES ENEMY FORCES

South West Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific
Tr uk-«Jalult-Bi smarcks- 

Solomons

BB INDIANA YAM AT0 (poss,Empire)

WASHINGTON MUSA SHI
MASSACHUSETTS MUTSU
MARYLAND KONGO
COLORADO HARUNA

NAGATO

A
mm ENTERPRISE ZUIKAKU

w SARATOGA

XCV
_ HITAKA

HAYATAKA
ZUIHO

ACV CHENANGO CHUYC
SANGAMON OTAKA
SUWANNEE

CA AUSTRALIA LOUISVILLE AT A 30
SAN FRANCISCO TAKAO
CECHITA AO BA

CHOKAI
HAGURO
TONE
TIKUMA

CL PHOENIX HONOLULU AGANO

v&N~Hes*sKEtm - HELENA JINTSU

HOBART ST. LOUIS SENDAI

! A NASHVILLE KATORI
w COLUMBIA KASHIMA

CLEVELAND NAGARA
MONTPELLIER IZUZU

DENVER KINU
SAN DIEGO x KUKA
SAN rjm

DD ARUNTA
WARRAMUNGA
LE TRIOMPHANT
SELFRIDC-E Approx 50 Approx 40

PATTERSON
HELM
HENLEY ' ' ■ * ' "
BAGLEY

____ STUART

4 p VENDETTA
X VAN GALEN
X RALPH TIL BOT
X QUIBiSRON
X NEPAL
X MUGFDRD

it Non-effective
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South West Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific
Truk-Jalui t-Bisma rcka- 

Solomons

SS

•

AM BER JACK
C-ATO
GRAMPUS
GRAYBACK
GROWLER
TRITON

At Brisbane Approx 25-30

ALBACORE ) 
DRUM ) 
GRBENLING )
GRD UPER ) On 
GUARDPISH j 
PETO ) 
TUNA )

Patrol

K .9 At Sydney

AV/CVS - CURTISS
TANGIER

CHITGSE
AKITSUSHIMA

XAV/XCVS - 3 6

FT 25 ? ?

COMBAT AP

x
X

BUT. ALLEN 
MAH 00 RA 
WESTRALIA 
KANIMBLA

AS or XAS FULTON - 3 or more

AD DOBBIN DIXIE
WHITNEY

?

AIRCRAFT (N.E . Area Only)

F i l t e r s  
M/Bombers 
SE/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Apatplanes 
W a n  sport a / c

321
140
40
15
52
17

j* Non-effective



2* CENTRAL PAgIPIC

BB

CV

xcv

ACV

CA

•

OCA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

m

SS

CL

XCL

DD

SS

CL

X
X
X

iSL. LIED FORCES

NORTH CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
NEVADA
W23I VIRGINIA 
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

x
X
X

LONG ISLAND

NASSAU 
AL TAMA HA 
C0PAHE3

SALT LAKE CITY 
NEW ORLEANS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
PENSACOLA 
PORTLAND

RICHMOND

3*

INDIANAPOLIS

DETROIT
RALEIGH

10
10

NORTHERN PACIFIC

SOUTH-EASTERN PACIFIC

CONCORD
TRENTON

ENEMY FORCES
i-.-. / •. • x a -k v\_ -,

ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA

SHOKAKU
HOSHO {Training 

Ship)

UNYO
RYUHO

KUMANO
SUZUYA
1 Unidentified

5 - 6

ABTJKUMA
TAMA

2 or 3

NISSHIN
KAJSOI

Approx 16 

Approx 30

NAGHI

KISO

3

Approx 4 

Approx 10

*  Non-effective



IT

E .ST INDIES - IHDI.iN OCE.N

- v v

^LLIED V'-’L- ENEMY FORCES

South jVeet Pacific 
(,/estera Sectional

Eastern Fleet Area Hast indies&Philippini

BB

•
CV

CA

CL ADJSJitA-£l3B 
VAN HEEMSKERK

AV/CVS CHILDS
HERON

■ V/.E. PRESTON

XCL

WaRSP*TE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

pf ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX 
DEVGH SHIRE 
HAWKINS 
FROBISHER

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
KENYA
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
ARST8XJSA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
GARADOC

ALBATROSS

ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE
CHITRAL
RAHPUSA
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

DD

SS

TROUP
TJESK HIDDES

Approx 27

On Patrol

GRAYLING )
GRENADIER 
TAUTOG 
THRESHER \
TEOUT

7\

Ĝ tR 
1 GUDGEON /
\ TaMBOR. ) At Fremantle

K* 12

AS or XAS PEL!AS

AIRCRAFT (N.W .Area Only)

Fighters 
M/Borabers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes

^^Transport a /C

j& No recent intelligence.
Present location uncertain*

x Non-effective

ASHIGARA

KASHII
01
KIT.iGAMI 

s« NATORI

X NOTORO

Approx 12

10

113 
7B 
«J? 3
2922
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C .O .I .c .
British —  M OST SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

V

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

1* NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i ) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Q0/20i

(1) "AUSTRALIA" "HOBART" " SELFRIDGE" "BAGLEY" "HENLEY* "HELM" en
route Cld Harbour to Palm Island exercising on 
passage*

(2) "RALPH TALBOT" escorting "PHOENIX" (for U .S .)  departed Brisbane
1055 /18 . "RALPH TALBOT" to part company vicinity 159°E 
to rejoin  T .F .74  ETA Townsville 1500 /21 .

(3) "PATTERSON" en route Brisbane after escort duty with "MORMACSEA",
(4) "SUMNER" "S C .744" "S C .749" on aarvey duty vicinity Deboyne I s #
(5) "WHYALLA" on survey duty.
(6) "CA3TLEMAINE" escorting "MULIAMA" departed Darwin 0818/9 for

Thursday Island ETA 1200 /20 .
(7) "WILCANKIA" escorting "JAMES COOK" was to depart Thursday Island

1800 /l9  for Darwin.
(8) "GLENELG" escorting "HANYANG" "VAN 0UTB00RN" dep. Milne Bay

1200 /19  for Townsville ETA 1800/22*
(9) "WAGGA" escorting "CARDROSS" departed Milne Bay 0507/18 for

Cairns, was due 0800 /20 .
(10) "GORGON" in  tow of "KAPUNDA" and U .S . Tug "JAMES WALLACE" with

"BOWEN” assisting, escorted by SC .750 departed Miln®
Bay 1 3 3 0 /l9 southbound. "BOWEN" "SC .750" to return to 
Milne Bay when Tug "RESERVE" takes over tow,

(11) "GEELONG" returning Brisbane from vicinity  Percy Island after
escort duty.

(12) "GYMPIE" escorting Convoy TN75 ("CREMER" "STEPHEN B.ELKIN" "HENRY
DEARBORN") from Fitzroy Island to Port Moresby ETA 0800 /21 .

(13) "BROOME" escorting Convoy, TN76 ("VAN SWOLL" "SWARTENHONDT") dep.
Townsville- 2126/19 for Milne Bay ETA 1200 /23 .

(14) "YMS#46 " "YMS.51" "IM S .52" departed Brisbane 2008/14 for operaticn s
in Curtis Channel.

(15) "Y P .291 " departed Caloundra 1951/18 for Cairns ETA 1200 /22 ,
(16) "SHEPPARTON" en route Caloundra to Townsville ETA 1200 /22 ,
(17) 8 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Milne Bay Area - Warships & Aux. - "HILO" 15 PT»s
Merchant Vessels* "BAN HONG LIONG" "PORTMAR"

"ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" "BALIKPAPAN" "BONTEKOE"
Small Craft - Approx 50 

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - 'VENDETTA" HDML.1074 HDML.1161
Merchant Vessels* "JOSEPH HOLT" "DAVID BUSHNELL"

"STAGEN" "VAN HEUTSZ" "KATOOMBA" 
"KEY PITMAN"

Small Craft - Approx 20

- 1 -
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Thursday la*

Cairns

Pals'! Island 
Townsville 
Maryborough 
Brisbane

Warships & Aux. - "WARREGO" ffIKVE3ELLr "LATROBE" 
"TULSA1 YP .289  YMS.9 YMS.49 JMS, 50 6 ?T»s

- Warships &  Aux.

- Warships &  Aux*
- Warships & Aux.
- Warships &  Aux.
- Warships U Aux.

"FULT0E“
YMS.47 YMS.48 
SC.740 SC*745 
PC.1121 YDG.2 

ML.426

"SWAN* ^ECEUCA" "SUSBtJHY* 
"PLATYPUS” 4 PT»S (2 refitting)

" YUHKAM" (ASIS) *31SHOPDALE" 
"PIHIE"
"WARRAMUNGA" * ARUSTA" '‘GOULBURH 

YP.233 YUS.10 YMS.ll 
YMS.70 YMS.71 SC.738 
SC. 747 SC. 748 PC.1119 

LST.452 LCI.339 ML.424 
ML . 814 MI,. 817 “CENTAUR "

" "PQYAKG (ASIS) 
Y fS .53  
SC ,746

(Repairing,

ML.425
(Hospital Ship)

Trials ete I - '•ROCKHAMPTON "FREMABTLE* "KATOOWBA" 
"VICTORIA *

(c) Proposed Movements;!

tl\ "T.TTHGOW” escorting Convoy BT53 {"HEtfRY.D.THOR^AU41 for Gladstone!
"BTOGAREE") to d e part Caloundra 1300 /20 .

(9.\ "VENDETTA" escorting Convoy ET11 T.KATOOMBA" for Cair/isETA
1 1000/22} "SoSBP'E §OL'T r~f or Townsville ETA 21-00/22) to

depart Port Moresby 1500 /20 ,

(11) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Shortlands - Reconnaissance 19 /4  reported 2 medium vessels,
— and one small cargo vessel. Previous recce a.m . IB /4

revealed 11 vessels ineluding two destroyers. The decrease 
may be due to dispersal following upon recent successful p,*. 

attacks*
(2) Solomons - Barce Activity —  Natives report that 4 bargee

arrtveA'~~at V i 1 a from~TEe west at 0230 /18 .
(3) Munda - 4 Liberators attacked Munda night 18 /4  scoring hits 

— orTrunway and blast pens and causing a large explosion,
(4 5 Solomons Aircraft - Photos morning 19 /4  reveal -

-- -----------  Fighters M/Boabera Floatplanes

Faisi 13
Ballale 12
Buka *7 4 , _

(5) Rabaul - A P .38 on ohotographic reconnaissance at 1000/19
reported the "usual shipping" in the harbour. The actual 
photographs covered only portion of the harbour, photos 
of Lakunai aerodrome which * m « almost completely covered 
reveal 38 fighters, 4 m/ b , 2 transport aircraft.

(6) Cape Orford - At 0645/19 an enemy submarine was sighted^proceeding
on a  northerly course past Cape Orford, Since 1 5 /4 , fiv» 
sightings of submarines have been made in this area, two 
proceeding south and three north. This most recent sighting 
is probably further evidence of an almost daily submarine 

supply run, probably to Lae, •
(9) Hew Britain-Slew Guinea Aerodrcmes -- Photographs 19 /4  reveal -

Gasmata 
But 
Dagur

one lighter, S m/ b

- 3 L /B
- A new aerodrome under construction along the 

shore 2 miles east of the old strip. Sew 
aerodrome comprises two parallel strips 
1400 x 30 yards and 2000 *  80 yards with 
25 fighter revetments and dispersal lanes. 
Serviceability doubtful. .

- 36 fighters (incl, 9 twin-engined), 3 w B,
2 transport aircraft

- 1 unserviceable fighter. Work continues 
slowly in dispersal area.

.  Partial coverage reveals 3 probable fighters 

on runway which appears rou^h.
Ik Elver Area - photographs 1100 /19  reveal -

1 merchant vessel (8 ,000  tons)
2 merchant vessels (1 ,000  tons)

also 3 coasters, 2 large power boats and 20 barges

In Wewak Harbour*

Wewak 

Boras 

Hub la

(10) Wewak-



X
X

It  is reliably reported as rumoured that a Japanese 
naval vessel and high ranking officer w ill proceed up the 
oepik River within a few weeks. This would appear to he 
quite possible as the enemy may well be concerned to 
examine the navigational potentialities of the Sepik,

M n s a  Bay - A schooner was sighted In Hansa Bay 0945 /19 .
Heavy accurate A .A . fire was reported by the reconnaissance 
aircraft.

32 barges were photographed in the Nubia area.
' finschhafen - An 80 foot vessel described as a probable sea 

truck was unsuccessfully attacked in a bay three miles 
north of Finschhafen#

- An aircraft reported sighting a cargo vessel 
U-aooo tons) south of Cape Cretin at 0625/19 , Ho coarse 
or speed was reported.

jjormanby Is , - A report states that an enemy submarine was 
sighted 2 miles north of Cape Pierson at X 800 /l8 .

2 . NORTH WESTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1 2 0 0 /2 0 t

(1) 5 submarines on patrol,

(b) in Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - ML.815

( i i )  ENEMY FORCES

f1 ) Merauke-Tanamerah - An enemy fighter made a reconnaissance 
of tiie Merauke area morning 1 9 /4 ,

Enemy reconnaissances of Tanamerah were reported 
1 5 /4 , 1 6 /4  and 1 9 /4 ,

(2) Holland!a - Photos morning 19 /4  indicate that t o rk on the
aerodrome continues slow. y,

<3 > Tanlmbar Islands - A 2^400 ton vessel in Selwassa Bay,
Jamdena Island was unsuccessfully attacked at 1230 /19 .

(4) Darwin - There was an enemy reconnaissance of the area 
morning 1 9 /4 ,

. SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 120q/ 2 0 s

(1) "VAN HEEMSKERK** dejparted Melbourne 1603/16 for Fremantle
ETA 1000 /21 .

(2) "GOLDSTAR” en route Sydney to Fremantle,

(b) In Harbour 1

- Warships & Aux, - "HERON”
- Warships & a u x .  - "ADELAIDE" "TROMP" *tJERK HIDDES" 

"PELIAS" "ISABEL" "HORSHAM" "DUBBO" "WALLAROO"
OTUS" "CHILDS" "WHIPPOORWILL" YP .286 YP ,288

- Warships & Aux. - "W.B.PRESTON" "LARK"

Geraldton
Fremantle

Exmouth Gulf



4 , EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

V
(i) ALLIED FORCES 

(a) At Sea fco 12 0 0 /2 0 t

(1) "SUNDA5ERG" ’’BENDIGO51 "GLADSTONE" escorting Convoy PG46
(4 MV) were to depart Caloundra O6O0/26, ~

(2) "STUART" was to depart Sydney 0530/20 to RV with "CUNTRCON"
in position 40°S  151°17*E at 0700/21 and escort to 

©y #
(3) "WHITNEY" NICHOLAS*’ "FLETCHER" en route Noumea to Sydney

0700/23*
(4) "HERMITAGE® departed Wellington 1100 /l9  for Melbouwie ETA

1100/24*
{5} "DOCMBA" escorting Convoy 3CB9 ^  MV*a) departed Port Phillip 

Olil/ 20  to RV in Wilson’ s Promontory area with 
"KALGOORLIE* "WARRNAMBOOL" escorting Convoy C089*.
ETA Convoy 0C89 Port Kerabla 2000/22, Sydney 0200/23,
New calYIe I O T /2 3 *

<6) "DELORAIBE* "MORESBY escorting Convoy 0CS8 were due Newcastle 
0600/20.

(7) "KYBRA" departed Melbourne 1305/12 ETA Sydney 1200 /22 .

(b) In Harbour;

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "LE TRIOMPKANT" "TOWNSVILLE"
"ABRAHAM CRIJNSSEU" "H .T . ALLEN" "YANDRA" 
"MILDURA9 "BALLARAT" "COLAC" "WANGANELLA" ( Hospttd 
Ship) "XURCMBA" "S C ,739" "S C .751" 13 LCI*s 

(Repairing) "NEPAL" *KB3FQRD" "VAN GALEN" "ALHENA"
"MANUNDA" (Hospital Shio)

(On Reserve ) "WESTRALIA" "KANIMBLA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "MAS 0 OR A" "ATREUS" "ALSEY" 

(Refitting) "QUIBERON"

(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) "DEL0RAIN1" "YA.NDRA" escorting Convoy GP47 to depart Sydney 
0900 /21 ,

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(I)  ALLIED ?0R35S;

At Yanikoro - MACKIHAG (AVP)
At Espirit11!  Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS 

NASHVILLE LBANDER SAS DIEGO (CL) LANSDOWNE STRONG 
RUSSELL O’ BANNON RADFORD JENKINS MAURY HOPKINS 
WARD PARENHOLT WOODWORTH BUCHANAN LARD5ER Med ALLA (DD) 
PREBLE BREESE TR3VER (DM) CURTISS TANGIER (AV)
ATHEKE (APV) THORNTON [A W ) HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) MANLEY (APD) 
DIXIE (AD) PTRO (A3) TESTAL (AR) ALC HI BA AL30RAB 
CE3EH0 (AK) NEOSHO SABINE PLATTE PATUXENT TAPPAHANNOCK 
WHIP3T0CK (AO) CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (B3) SARATOGA XCV) 
SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY DRAYTON MAHAN PERKINS CONYNGHAM 
SMITE GRIDLEY McCALL FAILING CASE CUMMINGS CRAVEN 
LAM SON (DD) CHEVRE1JIL (Sloop) ENGADINE (APV) JAMESTOWN (PG) 
PROMETHEUS (AF.) ARG0N5SE (AG) McCAWLEY PRESIDENT ADAMS 
PRESIDENT JACESON (AP) MAJABA TALAMANCA MERCURY 
TITANIA CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) TRYQN (APH)
PECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER ADROIT (AM)
PAWNEE (AT) ROILY (YN) S .31 (SS) A3D,2 KIWI (a / s Vessel)
SC #5X8

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (AP}
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOEOLINK RAIL VIREO (AM)

LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WAEDANK (YT) MATAI GALE TUI (a / s 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

4



(7) At V ila  - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SUWANNEE (ACV) BATON WALLER 
SAUFLEY PHILIP EENSHAW (DD) BALLARD (AV) LACKAWANNA 
KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER PC#476 PC.479

RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)
(8) At Nandi - COPAHEE (ACV) 4 , v
(9) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) FOMALHAXJT PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)

(10) At Wellington - TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) MOUNT VERNON
CRESCENT CITY (AP)

NAVAL INCIDENTS 

N I L .

ENEMY* S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE
jm m w a m tm m m B M a B m m B a a m B M S K m a m K B m a M a B e m m m m a m m

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S .W .P .A .
particularly Central aid Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea - S.W. coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Increased offensive submarine activity.

ADDENDUM:

(Page 3 : Enemy Forces - N.W. Area)

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C
fl .H.a. . '  'CTTPTT

20 /4 /43

Koepang - A vessel described as a possible large destroyer was 
— s ip p e d  2 miles north of Cape Lelaka (N .E . tip of Semaoe Is , ) 

course 300° at 2000/18*



V

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

PART I I ,

ALLIED & M EM Y ORDER OF BATTLE 

1* SOUTH WEST & SOUTH PACIFIC

MOST SECRET 

1 9 /4 /4 3 .

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

South West Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

Truk-Jalui t-Biamarcks» 
Solomons

BB

CV

H v

ACV

CA AUSTRALIA

CL $BKcK295CX
HOBART

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA

CBMANGO
SANGAMON
SUWAffifSE

LOUISVILLE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA

PHOENIX
HONOLULU
HELENA
ST. LOUIS
NA3HVHLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN

YAKATO (poas.Empire)
MUSASHI
MUT3U
KONGO
HARUNA
NAGATO

ZUIKAKU

HITAKA
HAYATAKA
ZUIHO

AT A GO
TAKAO
CHOEAI
HAG UR 0
TONE
TIKUMA
AO BA

AGANO
JINTSU
SEXDAI
KAIORI
KA3TIMA
NAGARA
IZUZU
KINU
KUilA

DD

x
x
X
X
X

ARUNTA
WARRAMUNGA
LE TRIOMPHANT
SELFRIDGE
PATTERSON
HELM
HENLEY
BAGLEY
STUART
VENDETTA
VAN GALEN
RALPH TALBOT
Q5I3ERON
NEPAL
MUGFORD

Approx, 50 Approx* 40

x Non-effective



SS

AV/CVS

Lv/xcvs

t
COMBAT AP

AS or M S  

AD

South West Pacific 
{Eastern Section) South Pacific

AMBKRJACK 
/GATO 
GRAMPUS 
GRAYBACK 
GROWLER 
TRITON

\ ALBACORE
■̂STTM

3SEBHLIH&
GROUPER
C-UARDFISH
PETO
TUNA

K, §

x
X

AIRCRAFT (N .E . Area Only)

Fighters 
M/Sombers 
SE/Borabers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport a/ c

25

B.T. ALL5N 
HA800RA 
WE3TRALIA 
EANIMBLA .

FULTON

DOBBIN

At Brisbane

)
)
) On Patrol

At Sydney

CURTISS
TANGIER

DIXIE
WHITNEY

Truk-Jalui t»Bi smar cks * 
Solomons

Approx. 50

CHITOSE
AKITSUSHIMA

6
?

3 or more 

?

297
137

40
15
52
17

— 2 —



2 . CENTRAL PACIFIC

BB

CV

XCV

ACV

CA

•

OCA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

SS

ALLIED FCKCES

NORTH CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
NEVADA 

x WEST VIRGINIA 
x CALIFORNIA 
x TENNESSEE

LGNCt is l a n d

NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAEEE

SALT LAKE CITY 
NEW ORLEANS

*  MINNEAPOLIS 
x PENSACOLA 
x PORTLAND

RICHMOND

?

?

?

ENEMY FORCES

ISE
FUSO
YAMA3HIR0
HYtSGA

SHOKAKU
HOSEO (Training Ship)

UNYO 
HYUHO 
CHUYO 

x OTAKA

EDMAHO
SUZUYA
1 Unidentified

3 - 6

ABUKUMA
TAM  '

2 or 3

NISSHIN
KiMOI

Approx* 16 

Approx, 30

CA

CL

XCL

DD

SS

3*

INDIANAPOLIS

DETROIT
RALEIGH

10

10

NORTHERN PACIFIC

M CHI 

EC SO

3

Approx. 4 

Approx, 10

4 . SOUTH-EASTERN PACIFIC

CONCORD
TRENTON

x Non-effective



5* EAST INDIES - 

ALLIED FORCES

INDIAN OCEAN

ENEMY FORCES

m

cv

CA

CL

AV/CVS

XCL

DD

SS

m

South. West Pacific 
(Western Section)

AS or XAS

Eastern Fleet Area East Indies-Fhilippines

T ___ ____________________________________________

ADELAIDE 
VAN FSEMSKERK

CHILES
HERON
W .B . PRESTON

THOJ4P
TJFRK EIDLES

WARSPITE
RESOLUTION
REVESGE

4  ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX 
DEVOI'l SHI RE 
HAWKINS 
FROBISHER

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
1TR1YA
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
ARETHUSA
CSKES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN .
DURBAN
CARADOC

ALBATROSS

ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE
CBITRAL
RANPURA
RANCHI
WO RCESTERSHIRE 

Approx, 27

GRAYLING ) 
GREMDIER 
THRESHER 
TROUT 
K .12

GAR
GUDGEON 
TAM BOR 
TAUTOG

PEL IAS

On Patrol 9

At Fresantle 

?

AIRCRAFT (N.W. Area Only)

Fighters 
M/Bombers 
Flying Boats

f
batplanes 
ansport A/C

d No recent intelligence
Present location uncertain*

ASKIGARA

KASHII 
01
KITAGAMI
NATORI

NOT ORO

Approx. 12

10

113
78

3
2822

*  Ion-effective



C .O .I .e .

British —  M OST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQU ARTERS 

SO U T H  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No.
394

Date:
21st April, 1943

P A R T  I .

• SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

1* NORTH EASTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /21 :

(1) "AUSTRALIA” "HOBART” "SELFRIDGE” "BAGLEY” ”EENLEY” "HELM" en
route Cid Harbour to Palm Island exercising on 
passage.

(2) "RALPH TALBOT" en route Townsville after escort duty with
"PHOENIX” ETA 1500 /21 .

(3) "PATTERSON" departed Caloundra 1649/20 to exercise with
submarine to seaward of Cape Moreton. On completion 
about 22 /4  "PATTERSON” to proceed Sydney*

(4) "SUMNER" "3C .744 " "SC .749” on survey duty vicinity Deboyne I s .
(5) "WlfYALLA” on survey duty.
(6) "WILCANITIA” escorting "JAKES COOK" departed Thursday Island

1946/20 for Darwin.
(7) "GLENELG” escorting "HANYANG” "VAN 0UTH00RN” departed Milne Bay

1200/19 for Townsville ETA 1800 /22 .
(8) "GORGON” In tow of ”KAPTJNDA” and U .S . tug "JAMES WALLACE” with

"BOWEN” assisting, escorted by SC .750 departed Milne 
Bay 1330/19  southbound. "BOWEN" SC .750 to return to 
Milne Bay isfaen tug "RESERVE” takes over tow.

($ ) "VENDETTA” escorting Convoy NTll (H.T."KATOOMBA" for Cairnss 
"JOSEPH H0LT""7or 'Townsville) departed Port Moresby 
1500 /20  ETA Townsville 1730 /31 .

(10) "AASE MAERSK” was to depart Palm Island 0900/21 for Cairns ETA
0600/22 .

(11) "GYMPIE" escorting ConvoyTK75 ("CREMER* "STEPHEN B.ELKIN" "HENRY
DEARBORN” ) from PItzroy Island to Port Moresby was due 
0800/21.

(12) "BROOME" escorting Convoy TN 76 ( ”VAN SWOLL” "S"ARTENHONDT” ) deD.
Townsville for Milne Bay ETA 1200/23*

(13) "SWAN” departed Cairns 1400 /20  for W illis  Islets with relief w/ t

operator, was due 0800 /21 . To return Calrns ETA 1000 /22 .
(14) ”Y P .291" departed Caloundra 195l /l8  for Cairns ETA 1200 /22 .
(15) "SBEPPARTON" en route Caloundra 1951/18 for Cairns ETA 1200 /22 .
(16) "SC.7 4 5 ” was to depart Brisbane 0600/21 for Gladstone ETA 1600 /22 .
(17) "LITHGOW" escorting Convoy BT53 ("HENRY D.THOREAU" for Gladstone

ETA 2300 /21 ; ''BUNGAREE” for Townsville ETA 1030 /23) dep. 
Caloundra 1311 /20 .

(18) 7 submarines on patrol.

(b ) in Harbour:

Milne Bay Area - Warships & Aux. - "HILO” 15 PT»s
Merchant Vessels: "BAN HONG LIONG” " PORTMAR" 

"ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" "BALIKPAPAN” "BONTEKOE”
Small Craft - Approx 50

- 1 -



Port Moresby

Thursday Is.

Cairns

Palm Island 
Townsville 
Maryborough 
Brisbane

- Warships & Aux, - HDML.1074 HDML.1161
Merchant Vessels* "DAVID BUSHNELL" »STAGEN"

"VAN HEUTSZ" "KEY PITMAN"
Small Craft 
Warships & Aux.

- Warships & Aux. -

- Warships & Aux. -
- Warships & Aux. -
- Warships & Aux. -
- Warships & Aux. -

YP.233 YMS.10 
YMS.53 YMS.70 
SC.747 SC. 748 
LCI,339 ML.424

Approx 20
"WARREC-O” "CASTLEMAINE"
"IKVERELL" rtLATR0BEtt "TULSA" 
YP.280 YMS,9 YMS.49 YMS.50 
6 PT»s
"WAGGAr "ECEUCA" "BUNBURY" 
"PLATYPUS" 4 PT*s (2 refitting)
"MERKUE"
"YUNNAN" (ASIS) "BISHOPDALE"
" p i r n s '5
"GOULBURN" "FULTON” "POYANG"(ASIS 
YMS.11 YMS#46 YMS.47 YMS.48 
YMS.71 SC,738 SC.740 SC.746 
PC.1119 PC.1121 YDG.2 LST.452 
ML *425 ML.426 ML.814 ML*817

(Repairing,

Gladstone

"CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship)
Trials e tc ) - nWARRAMUBGA" "ARUNTA" "GEELONG"

^EOCKHAMPTON ̂  "FREMANTLE" "KATOOMBA" 
"VICTORIA1*

- Warships h Aux. - "YMS.51 YMS.52

(il )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) Shortlands. - 10 Avengers attacked Kahili aerodrome 2030/19 .
At 2330 /l9 , 7 Avengers attacked shipping scoring a direct 
hit on a cargo vessel N.W. of Pupufcuna Point and several 
near misses on another cargo vessel near Ov&u Island.

(2) Solomons Barge Activity - Two barges were sighted evening 18/4 
 EounT'fbr Vella" EaveTla. At 0300/l9  one barge was heard

approaching Vila from Vella Lavella, and another barge 
departed from Malasova Plantation after picking up roofing 
material.

(3) Kieta - 7 Fortresses attacked Kieta 2030/19 .
(4) lunSa - At 0740 /20  8 Avengers and 12 Dauntless attacked Munda

"Knocking out gun positions and starting a f ir e .
(5) Bougainville - It was reported 1339A §  that 100 Japanese are

known to be at Tinputa*
(6) Kavieng - A reconnaissance Fortress reported sighting only one

sunken and two damaged and beached vessels in the Kavieng 
area at 0911/20* 6 Zeroes were airborne but did not attempt 
interception,

(7) Aitape - A Liberator reports having sighted a clearing in a
position 19 miles WF3f of Aitape at 1015/19 .

(8) Wewak - Fortresses attacking Wewak 0225-0415/20 reported sighting
one tanker (4-6000 tons) between Wewak and Cape Moem*
2 medium u /i  vessels, including one possibly beached off 

west coast Cape Moem,
1 small u /i  vessel off Wewak 
4 to 6 small boats were also sighted arofcnd Cape Boram.

One crew menber reported sighting a 5000 ton unidentified 
vessel just off Cape Boram.

For attack on shipping see Naval Incidents.
Photographs Oape Boram 1005/20 reveal one dummy 

fighter on the aerodrome where work continues. These were 
three barges along the beach, and evidence of heavy activity 
over the entire area*

On Wewak aerodrome 11 unidentified aircraft were 
sighted and 2 airborne at I 0 0 0 / 2 0 ,

( * )  Nubia - Photographs 1000/20 reveal three fighters on the 
aerodrome., The runway still appears rough.

(10) Madang - Photographs 0915/20 show one damaged 1000 ton merchant
v f isel at thl Government Wharf and four barges. There has 
been further damage to the Government Administration Quarters. 
Six fighters were revealed on the aerodrome.

(11) Teliata Point - Reconnaissance 1125/20 over Teliata Point (45 
' miles NW of Finschhafen) revealed a long wide smooth runway

and some shacks. This is the first report of a runway in  

this area,
(12) Lae - A report 1615/20 states that enemy 3 ubnarlnes were in Lae

Harbour•
- 2 -



NORTH WESTERN AREA

V <*) A3XIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /2X ;

(1) 5 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour;

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - ML.815

SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i)  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /21 ;

(1) "VAN HEEMSKERK" departed Melbourne 1603/lS  for Fremantle
ETA 1000 /21 .

(2) "GOLDSTAR" en route Sydney to Fremantle*

(b) In  Barbour:

Geraldton - Warships & Aux. - "HERON"
Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TROMP" "TJERK HIDDES

"DELIAS" "ISABEL" "HORSHAM^ "DUBBO* "WALLAROO" 
"OTUS" "CHILDS" " WE IP PO ORW ILL " YP .286 ¥?*288

Exsouth Gulf - Warships Aux. - "W.B.PRESTON" "LARK" K .12

EASTERN'k SOUTHERN AHEA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Q0/21t

(1) "BUNDABERG™ "BENDIGO" "GLADSTONE" escorting Convoy PG46
(4 m )  departed Caloundra 0720/20  for Newcastle 
ETA 1900/22 and Sydney ETA 2300/22*

(2) "MILDURA" was to depart Sydney and RV with "MORESBY" escorting
Convoy C090 off Nobby*s Head at 0900/21 . "TOWNSVILLE" 
to sail with Sydney section at 1530/21 to RV with main 
convoy off Sydney. "MORESBY" to return Sydney when 
"TOWNSVILLE" has joined,

(3) "ABRAHAM CRIJMSSEN" departed Sydney 1140 /20  for Melbourne ETA
0300 /22 ,

(4) "STUART" departed Sydney 0607/20  to RV with "DUNTROON" In
position 40°S  151°17*E at 0700/21 and escort to 
3yduo y »

( • )  "WHITNEY" "NICHOLAS" "FLETCHER" en route Noumea to Sydney 
0700 /23 .

(6) "HERMITAGE" departed Wellington 1 1 00 A 9  for Melbourne ETA
H O C /2 4 *  . .

(7) "KYBRA" departed Melbourne 1305/12 STA Sydney 1200/22*
(8) "WARRNAMBOOL" "KALGOORLIE" escorting Convoy PC89 (6 MV) for

Port Kembla ETA 2000 /22 , Sydney ETA 0800/23 and 
Newcastle ETA 1000/23*

(9) "D2L0R&INE" "YANDRA" escorting Convoy GP47 (Including "KURUMBA
for Port Moresby) were to depart Sydney 0900 /21 .

(b ) In Harp our:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "LE TRIGMPMNT" "TOWNSVILLE"
"H.T.ALLEN" "BALLARAT" "COLAC" "S C .739 SC .751 

13 LCI»s "WANGANELLA" (Hospital Ship) 
(Repairing) "NEPAL" "MUGFORD" "VAN GPLSN""ALHENA

"MANUNDA" (Hospital Ship)

(On Reserve) "WESTRALIA" "KANIMBLA"



Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "KANOORA" "ATREUS1* "ALSEY'^DOOMBA" 
(Refitting) bQUIBERONb

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORGES

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Eapiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS

NASHVILLE LSAKDER SAN DIE30 (CL) LAN3D0WNE STRONG 
RUSSELL 0* BAM  ON RADFORD JENKINS MAURY HOPKINS 
WARD FAREHHCLT WOODWORTH LARDNER McCALLA (DD)
TREVER (DM) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) ATHENE (APV) THORNTON(AVD 
HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) MANLEY (APD) DIXIE (AD) FJRO (AE)
VESTAL (Air’ ALCHIBA ALGORAB CELENO (AK) NEOSHO SABINE 
PLATTS PATUXENT TAPPAHANNDCK WHIP STOCK (AO) CONSTANT (AM) 
ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN JUAK (CL) KILTY DRAYTON PERKINS CONTNGHAM SMITH 
MoCALL FANNING GA3E CRAVEN LAMSON (DD) CEEVREUIL(Sloop) 
ENGADINE (APV) PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGO M E  {AG) McCAWLEY (AP) 
MAJABA TALAMANCA MERCURY CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) 
TRYOS (A?H5 EECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER 
ADROIT (AM} PAWNEE (AT) HOLLY (YN) S .31 (SS) ARD.2 
KIWI (A/S Vessel) SC .518

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LFGION (A?) SAMOA (AM)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL VIREO .{AM)

LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) MATAI GALE TUI (A /S  
Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS>

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON WALLER 
SAUFLEY PHILIP KENSSAW (DD) BALLARD {AV) LACKAWANNA 
KANKAKEE KESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER PC.476 PC.479 
RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(S) At Nandi - COPAHEE (ACV)
(9) At Auckla nd - EBONY (YN) PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)

(10) At Wellington - TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) MOUNT VERNON 
CRESCENT CITY (AP)

( i i ) ENEMY FORCES

Commander 3rd Fleet rsports that recent sightings and 
indications reveal an eastward movement of Japanese 
submarine activity  along the general line Phoenix - Samoa - 
F ij i  Groups.

Two enemy submarines were sighted west of the 
Phoenix Islands l # /4 .

NAVAL INCIDENTS

Wewak - Two E .17»a attacked a 5 ,000  ton vessel described 
as an oiler or cargo vessel between C225-Q234/20. Several 
hits were scored but final results not yet assessed. One 
small unidentified vessel was also reported to have been 
h it .

EHEMY»S PROBABLE IEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S .W .P .A .
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea - S.W* coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2 ) Increased offensive submarine activity.

- 4 - For ^DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .
TT.'Tr a "-- H11 B-'-p-ir-
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m
ALLIED FORCE;:

DAILY MAVAL SU 'iaJg  

BlHT I I .

ALLIED &  ESSMY QBDEiR OF EATTLE 

1. SOUTH VCiST & SOUTH PACIFIC

MOST SECRET 

20/4 /43.

EHEMY FORCES

South ¥/est Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

Truk-Jalui t -Bi aciarcica - 
Solomons

BB

CV

2 #

ACV

CA

CL

DD

AUSTRALIA

H03ART

AHD2HA
WARRAMUNGA
LE fUQHi-’BAHT
SELPRIDGE
PATTERS OH
3EIM
HEHLSY
BAGLEY
STUART
VESDSTVA
YAH GALEN
RALPH TALBOT
QJJI3ER0N
HEPAL
MUGPORD
NICHOLAS
FLETCHER

INDIANA
m m m ssm
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

EOTERIRISE
SARATOGA

GH3HA3G0
3AMO&MCSJ
SUWAIDT1E

m c m u .
HONOLULU 
HILEKA 
ST. LOUIS 
KASE7ILLE 
OOLIMBIA 
GISTSLAUD 
KGKTPgLLIER 
M V E R  
S M  DIEGO 
£A'I JSAH

Apfros* 45

YAMATO (poss.Empire)
I.OTSASHI
IflJTSU
HCNGO
HARUm
HAGATO
3UIKAKU

HITAK&
HAYATAKA
sum o

ATAGO
TAKAO
CHDKAI
HAOURO
TO!®
f i m m .

3€. AOBA

AGAHO
JEJTSU
SE3DAI
M O R I
KASHIMA
HiGARA
IZU2U
KEHU

m mmsk

Approx. 40

s Hoa-affeetivo

1 .



South West Pacific 
(EAStern Section) South Pacific

Trulo-J aluit-Biarnarcics- 
Soloiaons

)

AMHSRJACK )
GRAMPUS )
GHAYBAGX ) At Brisbane
GROWLER 
TRITON 
TUNA

ALBACGRE )
drum 5
SATO )
QiBEEIiLEIG ) On patrol 
GROUPS H 
GUARDFISH 
PETO

Approx, 30

A c t s

2AV/XCYS

PT 85

At Sydney

COHBAT AP H .T . ALLEM 
MANQGRA 

X WESTHALXA
*  KANIMBLA

CURTISS
TANGIER

3

50

OHITOSE
AIOTSUSIED.1A

6

AS or XAS 

AD

FULTON

DOBBIN
WHITNEY

AIRCPtAFT (N.E. area only)

Fighters 
M/Bcsabers 
SJ^Jombers 
if^lng boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport a / c

DIXIE

3 or more 

?

297
136
40
15
52
17

s Non-effective



BB N

0?

30DV

act

OCA

.2*

^CL

AV/CY3

XAV/XCVS

DD

SS

CA

CL

XCL

DD

S3

if
S
X

ALLIED FORCES

NOBTE CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW KSHGQ 
NEVADA
VJEST YOGINIA 
CALIFORNIA
TENNISSEE

2. CENTRAL PACIFIC

K
38
X

LONG ISLAND

NASSAU
ALTALlAEA
OQPAESB

LOUTSVTLLE 
SAN FRA1TCISC0 
WICHITA 
SALT LAI-02 CZFY 
HEW ORLEANS 
MT1HSAP0LIS 
PEIISAC OLA 
P0RTLA1D

RICHMOND

?

o

?

ENB.T FORCES 
Tacplre waters)
IBS
FUEO
YAiOSHIRO
HZUGA

M SHOKAKU 
HOSKO (training Ship)

HFJKO

ONYG 
CHUYO 

if OTAKA

JDQ&ANO
SUZUXA
1 'oniaantified

3 - 6

A m E W A
TAMA

8 or 3

NI33HIN

Approx* 16 

Approx. 30

a .

INDIANAPOLIS

DETROIT
RALEIGH

10

10

NORTHERN PACIFIC

NAG III 

K3S0

3

Approx* 4 

Approx. 10

#
4.

CQLJCOED
TEE1TT0K

SOUTH-EASTERN PACIFIC

x Non-effective



5. EAST INDIES

fALLIED FORCES SNEM5T FORCES

INDIAN OCEAN

- V

Bljfc
V '

CV

GA

CL

AV/CVS

XCL

DD

SS

*

South West Pacific 
(Western. Section)

ADELAIDE 
VAN HEEJ59KSKK

CHILDS
HEROIC
W.B. PRESTON

TROMP
TJERK H3DIES

Eastern Fleet Area

1ARSPITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

j6 ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX
DEVONSHIRE
HAWKINS
EROBISHBR

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
KENYA
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
ARETHUSA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
CARADOC

ALBATROSS

a ia u n ia

CARTHAGE
CHITRAL
ranpura

RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE 

Approx. 27

East Indies*
Philippine

GRAYLING ) 
GRENADIER )0
THRESHER
TROUT
K .12

GAR
GUDGEON
TAMBOR
TAUTOG

) on patrol 9

At Fremantle

AS or IAS PELIAS 

AIRCRAFT (N.W. Area Only)

Fighters 
H/Bo.abers 
Jllsring boats 

djkoat planes 
transport A/C

ASHIGARA

KASHH
01
IOTAGAMI
NATORI

s NOT ORO

Approx, 12

10

113
78

3
2822

6 No recent intelligence
Present location uncertain.

is Non-effective

- 4 -



C .O .T .C .

British —  M OST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL H EADQU AR TERS  

SOU TH  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 3 9 5 Date: 22nd April, 1945

---------
I .P A R T

A. SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

1 , NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i)  ALLIED FORCES 

(a) At Sea to 12 00 /22t

(1) ■ SUMNER” ” 30 .744” ” 30 .749” on survey duty vicinity Deboyne Is .
(2) "WH YALLA" on survey duty.
(3) "BALIKPAPAN" "MULCRA” departed Milne bay (without escort) 1259/21 

for Oro Bay ETA 1600 /22 .
(4) "WILCANNIA" escorting ”JAMBS COOK" departed Thursday Island 

1946/20 for Darwin.
(5) "INVERELL* escorting "ISLANDER" was to depart Thursday Island 

0300/22 for Darwin ETA 1130/26.
(6) "WARREGO" escorting H .M .A . Tug "FORCEFUL" towing a scow was to 

depart 0700/22  from Thursday Is . for Merauke ETA 1530/23,
(7) "GLENELG" escorting "HANYANG" "VAN 0TJTH00RN" departed Milne Bay 

1 2 0 0 A 9  for Townsville ETA 1800 /22 .
(8) "GORGON" in  tow of "KAPUNDA” and U .S . tug ”JAMES WALLACE” with 

"BOWEN" assisting, escorted by SC.750  departed Milne 
Bay 1330/19  southbound. "BGHEN* " SC .750" to return to 
Milne Bay when tug "RESERVE" takes over tow.

"VENDETTA" escorting Convoy N T H  (H .T . "KATOOMBA" for Cairns;
"JOSEPH HOLT** for Townsville) departed Port Moresby 
1500 /20 , was due Townsville 1730 /21 .

"AASE MAERSK* was due Cairns 0600/22 from Palm Island.
"SWAN” was due Cairns 0600/22 from W illis  Island.
”BROOME” escorting Convoy TN76 ("VAN SWOLL” ”SWARTE.NH0NDT” ) dep.

Townsville“ 2 r w r § ~ T o r  Milne Bay ETA 1200 /23 .
"YP .291" departed Caloundra 1951/18 for Cairns, was due 1200 /22 , 
"SHEPPARTON” en route Caloundra 1951/L8 for Cairns, was due 

1200/22.
”SC*745” departed Brisbane 1112/21 for Gladstone ETA 1600/22. 
"LITEGOW* escorting Convoy BT53 ("BUNGAREE" for Townsville ETA 

1030 /23) departed Caloundra 1311/20* \
PC.1121 escorting "KLIPFONTEIN* (for San Francisco) departed 

Caloundra 0351 /22 . To escort to position 27°07*S , 
157°25»E and return to Brisbane.

(18) 7 submarines on patrol*

(9)

(10)
(11)
(12)

(13)
(14)

(15)
(16)

(17)

(b) In Harbour 1

Milne Bay Area -

Port Moresby

"HILO" 15 PT»s 
"PORTHAR* "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" 
"BONTEKOE"
Approx 50

"GYMPIE" HDML.1074 KDML.1161 
"DAVID BUSIINELL” "STAGEN" 

"CREMER" "STEPHEN B.ELKIN* "HENRY DEARBORN" 
"VAN HEUTSZ" "KEY PITMAN"

Small Craft - Approx 20

Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels*

Small Craft 
$arships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels*



i
Thursday Is . - Warships & Aux. - ,! C A STLEMAI HE" "LATROBE" "TULSA"

YP .280 YMS.9 YMS.49 YM5.60 
6 PT's

Cairns - Warships t Aux. - "WAGGA" "ECHIHA” " 3UNBUHY"
"PLATYFUS" 4 PT»s (2 refitting) 

Pal® Island - Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA” "HOBART" "SELFRIDGE"
"BAGLEY" *HENLEY" "HELM" "RALPH TALBOT" mM3RKUR" 
"y u n n a n " (A .S .I .S )

Townsville - Warships &. Aux. - "BISHOPDALE"
Maryborough - Warships & Aux. - f1PIRIEiI:
Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "GOULBURN" "FULTON" "POYANG" (ASIS

YP.233 YMS.IO YI.IS.11 YMS.46 YMS.47 YMS.48 
YMS, 53 YMS,70 YMS. 71 SC .738 SC .740 SC.746 
SC .747 SC .748 PC.1119 YDG,2 LST.452 LCI.339 
ML, 424 ML.425 ML,426 ML.814 ML.817 

"CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship)
(Repairing, Trials etc) - "WARRAMUNGA" "ARUNTA" "GEELONG"

"ROCKHAMPTON" "FREMANTLE " "KATOOMBA" 
"VICTORIA"

Gladstone - Warships & Aux. - YMS,51 YMS,52 

( ° )  Proposed Movements:

(1) Convoy TN77 ("THEDENS" "JAPARA” ) to depart Townsville 2359 /22 ,
^BUNBURY" to RV off Fitzroy Island at 1500/23 and 
escort to Port Moresby ETA 1800 /25 ,

(2) "SHEPPARTON" escorting Convoy TN78 ( "GESsERAL V ERSPIJCK" ) to
depart Townsville l600/SS  for Port Moresby ETA 0800/25 ,

( i i )  ENE&Y FORCES

(1) Shortlands - Aerial reconnaissance a.m. 2 l /4  reported 5 cargo,
vessels in t he area a.m . 2 l /4 . Previous reconnaissance 20/4 
sighted a small cargo vessel, damaged In the attack night 
1 9 /4 , down by the stern with a line attached to the shore 
off Ovau Island.

(2) Kalombangara - >. report states that a submarine anchored off
Vila at 2045/20 and discharged supplies by barges. The 
submarine then withdrew via Ferguson Passage, This is the 
first  evidence of submarines in addition to barges being 
used as transports to Kolombangara bases, but conforms with 
the tactics at present employed in ferrying supplies between 
Rabaul and Lae. Submarines were previously used for th is  
purpose between Buin and Guadalcanal,

(3) Buka Passage - One cargo vessel was sighted at Tolokh Island
(3 miles south of Buka Passage) a.m . 2 0 /4 ,

( 4) Solomons Aircraft - Photos midday 2 l /4  reveal - 
V ila  - no serviceable a/c
Munda - no serviceable a/c
Kahili - 43 fighters, 7 medium bombers
Ballale - 10 fighters
Buka - 6 fighters, 4 medium bombers

(5) Bougainville Island - 5 Liberators attacked the Numa Numa area
• i 8 4 o - i T O /^ ~,---

(6) Kavieng - A Fortress on morning teconnaissanc© 2 l /4  reported
sighting one damaged cruiser with small probable salvage 
craft nearby. This is the unit previously identified from 
photographs as an "AOBA" class cruiser which was beached on 
Baudissen Island. The report of probable salvage craft nearby 
may Indicate that the enemy Is attempting to salvage this 
important unit. Several small unidentified vessels were also 
sighted in the harbour. One 6-8000 ton cargo vessel was 
sighted 31 miles SW by S. of Kavieng on course 160° at 1020 /21 , 

m  Four enemy fighters intercepted the fortress 46 miles B .W . by W, 
of Rabaul at 10 30 /2 1 , Cne was destroyed,

(7) Wewak - One 12C0 ton cargc vessel and one 5-600 ton vessel
{possible sea truck) were sighted 15 miles NE of Sepik River 
Mouth on course 273® at 0900/21 .

Photographs of Wewak Harbour 1000/21 reveal 2 x 1000 ton 
merchant vessels, 2 coasters, 3 large power boats and 40 barges 
in the harbour. In addition the photos revealed one merchant 
vessel (probably 1000 tons) sunk In the harbour.



36 fighters (including 12 twin-engined), 3 light 
bombers, one unserviceable medium bombers and 10 unserviceable

\
 unidentified aircraft were photographed on Wewak aerodrome*

At Cape Boram, work on the runway proceeds slowly and at  
/ Dagur construction work continues in the dispersal area.
(8) Madang - Photos 1115/21 reveal two dummy or camouflaged aircraft

on the aerodrome* The runway is serviceable,
(9) Salamaua - A large unidentified aircraft was sighted on the

runway with trucks lined up alongside at 0850/21*
(10) Morobs - At 0250/20 one enemy aircraft dropped bomba harmlessly

in  the area. At 0330/21 another aircraft attacked a command 
post. One person was killed and three injured. No damage 
reported,

(11) Palm Island - A possible submerged submarine was reported to
have been sighted 47 miles K M  of Great Palm Island 0640/21 ,

NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /22 :

(1) 5 submarines on patrol#

(b ) In Harbour;

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - ML.815

( i i )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) Langgoer - Reconnaissance a.m. 2o /4  reported blast bays under
cons true tion along the south side of the runway which appeared 
in good condition.

(2) Fuiloro - Unsatisfactory photos 2 l /4  reveal 2 fighters. There
appears to have been little  work on the runways since th« 
last photographs in January.

(3^ Koepang - Photos of the Koepang - Tenau (3$  miles west by south 
of Koepang) area reveal 3 jterchant vessels (under 350 tons) 
and 71 barges. This barge concentration may indicate the 
laarge scale employment of these craft by the enemy in supply­
ing and oonaa lidating his positions in the Timor area.

At Penfoei aerodrome there were eight medium bombers 
including 4 unserviceable and 4 fighters (2 unserviceable). 
Extensive new dispersal loops are under construction, and 
there are two probable new A .A . position.

%

SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALL ISC' FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /22 :

(1) "VAN HEEM8KERK" departed Melbourne 1603/16 for Premantle, was
due 10Q 0/2I.

(2) MGOLDSTAR” en route Sydney to Premantle,
(3) "WHIPP OORWIIX." departed Fremsi tie 1630/21 for Sxmouth Gulf,

(b) In Harbour t

Geraldton - Warships & Aux. - "HERON”
Fremantle - Warships & Aux, - "ADELAIDE" "TROMP" "TJERK HIDDES"

"PELIAS® "ISABEL" "HORSHAM" "DUBSO" "WALLAROO" 
"O'TUS* "CHILDS" YP.286 YP.288 

Exmouth Gulf - War ships & Aux, - "W. B. PRESTON" "LARK* K.12



(ij ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 2200/22*

(1) "BUNDABERG" "BENDIGO" "GLADSTONE" escorting Cenvoy PG46 (4 MV)
departed caloundra 0720/20 for Newcastle eTA 1900/28 
and Sydney ETA 230C/22,

(2) "PATTERSON" departed Caloundra 1649/20 to exercise with
submarine to seaward of Cape Moreton. On completion 
about 22/4 "PATTERSON" to proceed Sydney*

3) "ABRAHAM CRIJNSSEN" departed Sydney 1140/20 far Melbourne.
4) "WHITNEY" "NICHOLAS" "FLETCHER* en route Noumea bo Sydney 

0700/23,
(5) "STUART" proceeding to RV with "HERMITAGE" in position 43°05»S 

144 20rE at 1300/23 and escort to Melbourne,
(6 ) "LE TRIOMPHANT" was to RV with "DUNTROON" in position 35046«S 

152O40*S at 0700/22 and escort to Sydney.
(7) "MILDURA" "TOWNSVILLE" escorting Convoy C090 |13 MV),
(8) "KYBRA" departed Melbourne 1305/1S was due Sydney 1200/22.
(9) "WARRNAMBOOL" "KALGOOHLIE" escorting Convoy 0389 (6 MV) for 

Port Kembla ETA 2000/22. Sydney ETA 0265/23 and 
Newcastle 3TA 1000/33,

(10) "DELORAINE" "YAHDRA" escorting Convoy GF47 (3 vessels Including 
"KUKUMSA" for Port Moresby) departed Sydney 1135/21 
ETA Caloundra 2300/23,

(b) in Harbour 8

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "MUGFORD" "MORESBY" "H.T.AILEN"
"BALLARAT" "COLAC* "SC.739" "SC*751" 13 LCX»a 
"WANGASELLA" (Hospital Ship) ^CHANTICLEER" 

(Repairing) "SEPAL" "VAN GALEN" "ALHENA" p,MANUNDA" (Hospital
Ship)

(On Reserve) "WESTRALIA" "KANIMBLA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "MANOCRA" "ATREXIS" "ALSEY" "DOOMBA 

(Refitting) "QUIBEROK"

(c) Proposed Movements 1

"MUGFCRD" "LE TRIOMPHANT" escorting "DUNTROON" "ORMISTON" to 
depart Sydney a.m, 23/4 for Townsville, "MUGFORD* 
to escort to Townsville, "LE TRIOMPHANT" to act as 
additional escort as far as possible, returning 
Sydney by a.m. 26/4*

4, EASTERN & SOUTHERN AEEA

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) AILIED FORCES

1) At Vanlkoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS 

NASHVILLE LEANDER SAN DIEGO (CL) LAHSEO^NE STRONG 
RUSSELL O’ BAKNON RADFORD JENKINS MAURY HOPKINS 
WARD FAKENHOLT WOODWORTH LARDNER MeCALLA (DD)
TREVER (DM) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) ATHENE (AFV) THORNTON(AVD) 
HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) MANLEY (APD) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE)
VESTAL (AR) ALCHIBA ALGORAB CELENO (AK) NEOSHO SABINE 
PLATTE PATUXENT TAPPAHANNOOK WHIPSTOCK (AO) CONSTANT (AM) 
ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV) 
SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY DRAYTON PERKINS COSYNGHAM SMITH 
McCALL FAMING CASE CRAVEN LAMSOF (DD) ENGADIHE (APV) 
PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONHE (AG) Me CAWLEY (AP) MAJABA TALAMANCi 
MERCURY CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) TRYON (APH) PECOS 
SUAMICC CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER ADROIT (AM) PAWNEE (AT) 
HOLLY (YN) S .31 (SS) ARD.2 KIWI (a /s  Vessel) SC.518

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (A?) SAMOA (AM)

» 4 »



{ * ' At Vila - MARYLAND (COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER 
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON WALLER

t¥S$ S £ _  PHILIP REN SHAW (DD) BALLARD (AV) LACKAWANNA 
KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR ) ROAMER PC.476 PC,479 
RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(8) At Nandi - COPAHEE (ACV)
(9) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)

(10) At Wellington - TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) MOUNT VERNON
CRESCENT CITY (AP)

NAVAL INCIDENTS 

N I L .

----

ENEMY*S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S .W .P .A .
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea - S.W . coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Increased offensive submarine activity*

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .  
GTfT.fr.. G.V/.T7T7

22/4/43
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DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART I I .

ALLIED &  ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE.

1 . SOUTH WEST & SOUTH PACIFIC.

MOST SECRET 

21/4/43,

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

Soutn West Paeifio 
(Eastern Seotioa)

South Pacific
Truk-J&luit-B ismarolcs- 

Solcsaons

BB
/jp

0 7

XCV

ACS

CA AUSTRALIA

HOBART

DD

x
i

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA

CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE

PHOENIX
HONOLULU
HELENA
ST, LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN

Approx* 45

ARUNTA 
WAHRAMUNGA 
LI TRIOMPHANT 
SELFRIDGE 
PATTERSON 
HEIM 
HENLEY 
BAGLEY 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
VAN GALEN 
RALPH TALBOT 
QUIBERON 
NEPAL 
MOGIORD 
NICHOLAS 
FLETCHER

x Non-effective

YAMATQ (poss* Empire)
MUSASEE
MUTSU
KONGO
HARUNA
NAGATO

ZUIKAKU

HIT AKA
HAYATAKA
ZUIHO

ATAGO 
TAKAfi 
CHOKa 
KAGURO 
TONE 
TIKUMA 

X AOBA

AGAND 
JINTBU 
SENDAI 
KATCRI 
KASHB4A 
NAGARA 
IZUEU 
KINU 

*  EUMa

Approx* 40



X A  South Sest Pacific qou+h Paeifio TruWaluit-Biamaxcks- 
^  *  (Eastern Section) 301x111 Paeiri0_____________ Solomons

SS

m

AY/CVS

^ Iv /x c v s

PT

CdBAf AP

AS or XAS

AD

AM3ERJACK
GRAMPU 3
ORATBACS:
GROKLER
TRITON
TUNA

aLBACOHE
DRUM
SATO
GEEENLIH5
GEOUFEH
GUARDFI3H
P3TO

IU9

26

H,T. ALLEN 
MANOORA 

x WESTRALIA 
ft KANIMBLA

FULTON

DOBBIN
WHITNEY

AIRCRAFT (N.R. area only)

Fighters 
M/Bcmbera 
3E/B<mbers 
Flying Boats

«oatplanes 
ansport A/o

At Brisbane

On patrol

At Sydney

CURTISS
TANGIER

3

30

DIXIE

Approx# 30

GHITOSE 
AKITSUSHIMA

6

?

3 or more

?

247
136

30
15
52
17

u Non-effective

CV

2. CENTRAL PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES 
NOR'S? GAB&InA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
NEVADA
YiEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

ENEMY FORCES (Empire
--Tm----  Waters)

FUSO
yamashiro
HYUGA

ft SHOKAKU
H0SH0 (trailing ship)

XCV

m

LONG I3LAND

NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAHEE

as Non-effective

HYUHO

UNYO 
CHUYO 

it OTAKA



k
ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

* y \

m

LCUI3V3LL1 
SAN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA 
SALT LAKE CITY 
NEW ORLEANS 

s MINNEAPOLIS 
x PENSACOLA 
*  PORTLAND

KUMANO
SUZUYA
1 unidentified.

OCA - 3 - 6

CL RICHMOND ABUKUMA
TAMA

x g l - 2 or 3

AV/CVS ? NISSHIN 
KAMO I

XAV/XCVS ? 2

DDmmm ? Approx* 16

£ ? Approx* 30

S .  NORTHERN PACIFIC

CA INDIANAPOLIS NACHI

CL DETROIT
RALEIGH

KISO

XCL m 3

DD 10 Approx* 4

SS 10 Approx, 10

4 .  SOUTH-EASTERN PACIFIC

•
OL CONCORD

TRENTON
-

s Non-affective •

•
- 3 -



A 5# EAST INDIES - 130 IAN 00 EAN

AILI3D FORCES ENEMY FORGES

South West Pacific 
(Western Section) Eastern Fleet Area last Indies 

Philippine

m

cv

CA

CL

AY/CVS

x a

DD

SS

# ■

ADELAIDE
tan  hsemskerk

CHILDS
HERON
W .3 . PRESTON

TROMP
T0T2RK HIDDSS

GRAYLING } 
GRENADIER 
THRESHER 
TROUT K.12
GAB
GUDGEON 
TAMBOR ) 
TAUTOG )

WARSPRITK
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX
DEVONSHIRE
HAWKINS
FROBISHER

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
KENYA
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
AHETHUSA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
CARADOC

ALBATROSS

ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE
CHITRAL
RANPURA
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE 

Approx* 27

On patrol

At Fremantle

AS or XAS

'aircraft (n .w ,

Fighters 
M/Bombers 

gKlying boats 
^Floatplanes 

Transport a /c

PELIAS 

» Area only)

ASHIGAKA

KASHII
01
KITAGAMI
NATORI

X NOTORO

2

Approx. 12

10

113
78
3

38
22

6 No recent intelligence 
Present location uncertain.

s Non-effectire.



C . 0. T . C .

British — MOST SECRET 
U. S. — S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

No.

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

396 Date: 23rd April, 1943

P A R T  I .

A . SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

1 . NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i )  ALLIED FORCES 

{a) At Sea fco 1200 /23 :

(1) "SUMMER* "S C .744" "S C ,749" on survey duty vicinity Deboyne la ,
(2 ) "WHYALL A11 on survey duty,
(3 ) "GYMPIE" departed Port Moresby 1231/22 for Milne Bay was due 

1200/23*
(4) "WILCANNIA" escorting "JAMES COOK" departed Thursday Island 

1946/20  for Darwin,
(5) "INVERELL* escorting "ISLANDER" departed Thursday Island 

0952/22 for Darwin ETA 1130 /26 ,
(6) "LATROBE" escorting "MATTHEW FLINDERS" "ALAGIA" "YARRA" was to 

depart Thursday Island 0200/23 for Darwin ETA 1130 /27 ,
(7) "WARREGO (with 100 R .A .A .F , personnel) en route Merauke ETA 

1430 /23 . To return on route to pick up and escort
H.M .A,Tug "FORCEFUL" and escort to Merauke,

(8) "VENDETTA" escorting Convoy N T H  (H.T."KATOOMBA" for Cairns: 
"JOSEPH B0LT1T o r T o l m  sv ille ) departed Port Moresby 
1500 /20 , was due Townsville 2300 /22 ,

(9) "TULSA" departed Thursday Island 1258/22 for Cairns ETA p.m. 2 4 /4 ,
(10) "SWAN" escorting Tug "RESERVE" towing "GORGON” was to depart 

Cairns 0200 /23 . "LITHGOW" to intercept and as ax im 
escort to Brisbane.

(11) wBROOME"escortlng Convoy TM76 ("VAN S»0LL" "SWARTENHONDT") dep. 
Townsville 2 1 2 6 A 9  for Milne Bay ETA 1200 /23 ,

(12) "BUNBURY" was to RV with Convoy TN77 ("THEDENS" "JAPAiiA") off 
Fltzroy Island at 1500/23 and escort to Port Moresby 
ETA 1800/25 ,

(13) "SHEPPARTON" escorting Convoy TN78 ("GENERAL VERSPIJCK” ) departed 
Townsville 1616/2% for Port Moresby ETA 0600/2o.

(14) "BOWEN" departed Cairns 2355/22 for Milne M y  ETA 2l00 /24 .
(15) "BUNGAREE" was due Townsville 1030 /23 .
(16) YMS.51  YMS,52 departed Gladstone 1320/22  for Brisbane,
(17) "ROCKHAMPTON" departed Br isbane 1354/22 for Maryborough was due 

0800 /23 .
(18) PC.1121 escorting "KLIPFONTEIN" (for San i^ancisco) departed 

Caloundra 0351/22. To escort to position 27 °07*S ,
1 5 7 °2 5 *E and return to Brisbane.

(19) "WOOD#ORTH" "JERKINS" escorting "JUPITER" "PRESIDENT MONROE" 
departed Esplrltu Santo 0800/21 for Brisbane ETA 
0900/25.

(20) 7 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux,
Merchant Vessels: "BALIKPAPAN" "MULCRA"

- 1 -



Milne Bay Area - Warships ft Aux, - "HILO* 15 fT*a
Merchants Vessels t "POBMAB" "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD**

"BCNTEKOE”
Approx 50

"HDML*1074 HDML.ll 61 
*'DAVID BUSHNELL" "STAGEN'* 

"CREHER" "STEPHEN B,.ELKIN" "HENRY DEARBORS? 
"VAN HEUTSS" "KEY ^ITMAH"

Port Moresby
Small Craft 

- Warships k Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels*

Thursday Is , 

Cairns

Small Craft 
- Warships & Aux,

Pain island - Warships & Aux* -

Townsville
Gladstone
Maryborough
Brisbane

X

Approx 20
"CASTLEMAINE" YP .280  YMS. 9 
YMS.49 YMS*50 6 PT'a 

—  Warships k Aux, - ’WAGGA" "ECEUCA" "KAPUNDA"
"PLATYPUS" Y P ,29 I *AASE MAERSK"
4 PT’ s (2 refitting)

*AUSTRALIA” "HOBART "SELPRIDGE" 
“BAGLEY11 "HENLEY* ’’HELM® "RALPH TALBOT" "MERKUR" 
"YUNNAN" (A .S .I .S )

- Warships & Aux. - "GL3NELG" 11BISHOPDALE"
- Warships k Aux. - "S C ,745"
- Warships & Aux. - "PIRIE"
- Warships 3c Aux. - "GOTJLBUHM " "PULTON" nP0YANG"(ASIS 

Y? ,235 YMS. 10 YMS.11 YMS. 46 YMS.47 3MS.48
YMS*53 YMS,70 YMS.71 SC ,738 SC.740 SC.746 
SC ,747 SC ,748 PC.1119 YDG*2 LST.452 LC I.339  
ML,424 ML,425 .ML,426 ML.814 ML,817 

"CENTAUR n (Hoanltal Ship)
(Repairing, Trials etc) - !tWARRAMUNGA71 "ARiJNTA" "GEELONG*

"FREMANTLE" "XATOOMBA" "VICTORIA"

(c^ Proposed Movementst

(1) PG.1121 escorting "TAROONA" to depart Caloundra 1330/23 for 
Townsville.

(2} SC .738 SC,747 escorting 5 vessels (Including 3 ex Convoy GP47) 
to depart Caloundra 0600/24*

(i i )  M EM Y  FORCES

(1) Shortlands - 2 Avengers attacked one cargo vesael 2115/21.
'rue"report states that It was believed that hits were obtained 
but interception by two eneny night fighters made observation 
impossible. 8 Portresses 4 Liberators 7 Avengers attacked 
Poporang Island night 2l/4 starting numerous fires ,

(2) Solomons Aircraft - Photoa 22/4 revealt- 
~ Munda - no operational aircraft

Vila - no operational aircraft
Buka - 6 fighters, 4 medium bombers
Buln-Faisi - no photographs available

(3) Kavieng - One transport (described as 10-12,000 tons) was sighted
250 miles weat by south of Kavieng course 300° at 0815/22 ,

One cargo vessel (10 ,000  tons) and a transport (3-4000 
tons) in addition to a previously reported cargo vessel were 
sighted 5 miles N, by W. of Kavieng at 0825 /22 . At midnight 
22-23/4 5 vessels were reported In Silver Sound,

(4) Rfrbaul - Photos 0830/22 revealt-
1 light cruiser
2 destroyers (one 
6 submarIne s (incl*

class, 1 snaller)
4 of R0.100 type, one poss,

1,121 class)
1 submarine tender
2 destroyer tenders
3 submarine chasers 
1 minesweeper
1 hospital ship
2 tankers (totalling 16,000 tons)

27 merchant vessels (totalling 105,000 tone)
Total ""iff vessels j

The last complete photographic reconnaissance of Rabaul 16/4 
revealed 46 ships including 24 merchantmen totalling 106,000 
tons.

The following aircraft; were visible - 
Vunakanau - 15 M/B, 9 l /b ,  17 F,
Lakunal - 7 M /g ,17 l /b ,  6 d /b , 36 ?,

- 14 M/B,

Ii

Rapopo 5 L/B, 4 transporta



(5) Cape Orford - There is a further report of a submarine sighting
in this area at 1524 /22 , The submarine was proceeding on a 
southerly course past Cape Orford,

(6) Madang - Photos 0715/22 show one serviceable and one unserviceable
fighter ,

- It  is  reliably reported 1555/22 that the enemy in this 
area is now concentrated at Wilwilan,

{8} Teliata Point - Further interrogation reveals that there is no 
strip at Teliata Point. It was reported 20 /4  that a long 
wide smooth runway was suited in this area.

(9) Sal amaua - It is reliably reported that the Japanese at salamaua 
are starving and suffering from dysentery and that Japanese 
marines have been withdrawn.

NORTH WESTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES:

(a) At Sea to 12 00/25?

(1) 5 submarines on patrol.

(b) in Harbour;

Darwin - Warships & Aux, - M L.815

( i i )  ENEMY FORCES

Kaimana - Photos 0700/21 reveal one 250 ton merchant vessel 
and two probably serviceable floatplanes.

SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i)  ALLIED FORGES

(a) At Sea to 1200/23t

fl) ’’GOLD STAR* en route Sydney to Fremantle,
(8) *1HIPPOORWILL" departed Fremantle 1650/21 for Exmouth Gulf,

(b) In Barbour?

Geraldton - Warships & Aux. - "HERON1*
Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TROMP" "VAN HEEMSKERK"

"TJERK HIDDES** "PELIAS" ’’ISABEL" "HORSHAM"
"DUBBO" * WALLA R00* "OTUS1* "CHILDS" YP,236 
YP, 288

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "W .B . PRESTON" "LARK" K .1 2 ,

EASTERK &; SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 00 /25 ;

(1) "PATTERSON" departed Caloundra 0824/22  for Sydney.
(2) "S O ,741* escorting 12 landing craft departed Noumea 0900/20

for Sydne y.
(5) "CHEVREUIL" escorting "CAP TARIPA" ’’CAPITAINE ILLIAQUE" en

route Noumea to Sydney ETA 0900/27.
(4) "MILDURA" "TOWNSVILLE" escorting Convoy C090 (15 MV),
(6) *ABRAJ?AM CRIJNSSES* departed Sydney 1140/SO for Melbourne,
(6) *WHITNEY* "NICHOLAS" "FLETCHER* en route Noumea to Sydney

ETA 0700 'fes,
(7 ) "STUART" proceeding to RV with "HERMITAGE" in position 45°05»S

144 20*E at 1600/25 and escort to Melbourne.



(8) "WARRNJiMBOOL" "DOOKBA" escorting Convoy 0C89 were due Sydney 
G200/23 and Newcastle lOO'tf/23, ----

bLE TRIOMPHANT" escorting "FRANCISCO" {detaching 
28^40 'S  155 45*E far Noumea) "DUM’ROON" "QBMISTON1*
* A UR ORA” were to depart Sydney 1000 /23  for Townsville,
"LE TRIOMPHANT19 to provide escort as far as possible 
returning to Sydney by a.m . 26/ 4 .

(10) 13 L C I*3 were to depart Sydney 0730/23 northbound. Nine to
detach Port Stephens, four to proceed Brisbane.

(11) "DELORAIKE1" '’YANDRA11 escorting Convoy GP47 (3 vessels including
"XURUMBA” for Port More s by) dep ar ted Sydney 1135 /21 .

(b ) In Earbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "MORESBY""H.T.ALLEN" "BENDIGO”
"XYBRA" "BUNDABERG" "GLADSTONE" "EAILARAT" 
"COLAC" "5C .739" "S C .751" "WANGANELLAu (Hospital 
Ship) "CHANTICLEER"

(Repairing) "NEPAL" PV M  GALEN" "ALHEMA" "MANUNDA" (Hospital
Ship)

(On Reserve) "WESTRALIA* "KANIMELA”
Melbourne - Warships & An*. - *MANOORAW "ATREUS" "ALSEY"

"EALGOQRLIE"
(Refitting) "qriBERON"

(c ) Proposed Moveaents:

(1) "COLAC" "BAILARAT" escorting Convoy GP48 to depart Sydney 
1030 /24 . --------

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i)  ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikorc - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Eipiritu  Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HONOLULU HELENA ST .LOUIS

NASHVILLE LEAK DEE SAN1 DIEGO (CL) LA N3D0WNE STRONG 
RUSSELL O’ BAUSON RADFORD MAURY HOPKINS WARD LARDNER 
FAHSMHOLT McCALLA (DD) TREV3R (DM) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) 
ATHENE (APV) THORNTON (AVD) HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) MANLEY (APD) 
DIXIE (AD) FYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) ALCHIBA ALGORAB 
CELEWO (AK) NEOSHO SABINE PLATTE PATUXENT TAPPAHANNOCK 
WKIPSTOCK (AO) CONST ARP (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY DRAYTON PERKINS CONYNGHAM SMITH 
McCALL FANNING CASE CRAVEN LAMSON (DD) ENGADINE (APV) 
PROMETHEUS (AR} ARGONNE (AG) McCAWLEY (AP) MAJA8A TALAMANCA 
MERCURY CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) TRYON (APH)

PECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (a O) KINGFISHER ADROIT (AM)
PAS'/ME (AT) HOLLY (YN) 3 .31 (SS) ARD.2 KIWI (a/ s Vessel)
SC ,518

At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
At Samoa - MONTGOMERY <IM) AMERICAN LEGION (AP) SAMOA (AM)

(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL VIHEO (A !)
LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WAN DANK (YT) MATA I GALE TUI (a / s 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (A?) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER 
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON WALLER 
SAUTLEY PHILIP RENSHAW (DD) BALLARD (AV) LACKAWANNA 
KANKAKEE NF.SCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER PC.476 PC.479 
RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(8) At Nandi - CDPAHEE (ACV)
(9) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)

(10) At Wellington - TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) MOUNT VERNON
CRESCENT CITY (AP)

H i



*

(1)

(2)

NAVAL INC IDE MTS 

N I L .

ENEMY*S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

Strong consolidation advanced positions S .W .P .A . 
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - 
North, coast New Guinea - S.W. coast Dutch Hew 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

Increased offensive submarine activ ity .

*
For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C

5.B .Q .." Z E K H E  

25 /4 /45
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DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART I I .

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE 

1* SOUTH WEST & SOUTH PACIFIC 

ALLIED FORCES

MOST SECRET 

22 /4 /43

ENEMY FORCES

South West Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific
Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-

Solomons

BB

i
xcv

ACV

CA

CL

DD

x
x
X

AUSTRALIA

HOBART

ARUMTA 
WARRAMUNGA 
LE TRIOMPHANT 
SELFRIDGE 
PATTERS®
HELM
HENLEY
BAGLEY
STUART
VENDETTA
RALPH TALBOT
VAN GALEN
QUIB3R0N
NEPAL
MUGFORD
NICHOLAS
FLETCHER

INDIAKA
WASHINGTON
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA

CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE

PHOENIX
HONOLULU
HELENA
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CIEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN

Approx 45

YAMATO (poss,Empire)
TOSASHI
MUTSU
KONGO
Ha RUNA
NAGATO

ZUIKAKU
/

HITAKA
HAYATAKA
ZUIHO

AT A <30 
TAKAO 
CH02AI 
HAGURO 
TONE 
TIKUMA 

x ACBA

AGANO 
JINTSU 
SENDAI 
KATORI 
KASHIMA 
NAGARA 
ISUZU 
KINU 

x KUMA

Approx 40

Non-effective
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South West Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific
Truk-Jaluit-Bisrnarcks-

Solomons

SS

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

PT

COMBAT AP

AS or XAS 

AD

Si
H

AMBi3JAGK
GHAUPUS
GRAXBACK
GaOTTLER
TRITON
TUHA

Ai.BA 3GRE
DRUM
GATO
GasmiMG
GHOUPER

GOAROri®
PZTO

K, 9

AIRCRAFT (N.E. Area only)

Fighters 
M/Bombers 
SE/Borabers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport A/C

At Brisbane

H.T. AiXSK 
MAHOGRA 
3£STEALIA 
KABIMBLA

FULTON

DOBBIN
SHITNEY

On Patrol

At Sydney

CURTISS CURTISS
TANGIER TANGIER

3

30

DIXIE

Approx. 30

CHITOSE
AKITSUSHIM

3 or more

?

260
140

16
15
52

23

at Non-Effective



\

BB

CV

XCY

ACV

CA

OCA

CL

XCL 

AV/CV'

Si

it
St

St

at
st

A.v.11 X1 FCRCiS

NORTH CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
HE?/ MEXICO 
NEVADA
WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TisNNESSA.'E

r.V-KTRAI. PACIFIC

LONG ISLAND

NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAH2S

LOUISVILLE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
WlCKITfL 
SALT LAKE CITY 
NEW '-ORLEANS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
PENSACELA 
PORTLAND

RICHJOD

ENEMY FORCES (Empire Waters)

I3E
fusq

YMiASHIRO
HTJJA

SHSKAKU
HOSHO (Training Ship)

EYLHG

UNTO
CHUYO
C'TAKA

KUMANO
SI&UYA
1 Unidentified

3 - 6

ABUKUMA
TA'dil

2 or 3

N13SHIN 
KAMOI

XAV/XCVS

DD
Approx. 16 

Approx. 3°

CA

CL

XCL

DD

SS

3 , NORTHERN PACIFIC

INDIANAPOLIS

DETROIT 
RALEIGH

mm

10 
10

NACHI

KISO

3

Approx* 4 

Approx* 10

4* SOUTH-EASTERN PACIFIC

CL CONCORD
TRENTON

ss Non-effective - 3 -



5* BAST INDIES - BTPIAN OCEAN 

ALLIED EORCg

South Uest Pacific E&stern Fleet Area 
(Western Section)

ENEMYJORCES

East Indies - Philippines

CV

CA

CL

AV/CV3

XCL

DD

SS

ADELAIDE 
VAN MEMSICERK

CHILDS

HSiOK
W.B* PRESTON

WAR3FIK
RESOLUTION
RiMGB

ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX
DEVOiiSH IRE
HAV.XIES
FRC3-STLR

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA

KEHH.
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
ARETHtfBA
ceres

DAUETLfcSS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
CARADOC

ALEATBOSS

ALAUNIA
CAhTKAGE
MITRAL
RAMFUHA

ranchi

WORCESTERSHIRE

TRCEP
TJEEK HIDDES

Approx, 27

GRAXLI1S ) 
GEiJiADIER ) 
THRESHER 
TROUT 
K.12

On Patrol

ASor XAS

AIRCRAFT (N.W.

Fighters 
11/ Bombers 
flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport A/C

GAR
GUDGEON
TAMBOR
TAUTOG

FELIAS

Area only)

At Fremantle

4 No recent intelligence
Present location uncertain.

s Non-effective.

ASHIGARA

KASHII
01
KITAGAMI
NATORI

a N0T0R0

Approx. 12

10

113
72

3
28
22

- 4 -



British —  MOST SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

No.

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

397 Date: 24th April, 1943,

P A R T  I .

A# SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

1* NORTH EASTERN AREA

(1) & L IE D  FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Q 0/24 :

(1) "BAGLEY" departed Palm Island 1300/23 for Brisbane ETA 0600 /25 .
(2) "GYMPIE" escorting "BONTEKOE" departed Milne Bay 0231/24 for Oro 

Bay. ETA 2300 /24 .
(3) "SUMNER* "S C .744” "S C .749” on survey duty vicinity Deboyne Is*
(4) "WHYALLA" on survey duty.
(5) "BROOME" escorting " SWARTENHO NDT" departed Milne Bay 0317/23 

for Beli BelI, Goodenough Island*
(6) "LATROBE" escorting "MATTHEW FLINDERS” "ALAGNA" ”YARIiA" departed 

Thursday Island 0211/23 for Darwin ETA 113o/27.
( 7 ) ” WARREGO" escorting H.M .A.Tug "FORCEFUL" to Merauke.
(8) "TULSA" departed Thursday Island 1258/22 for Cairns ETA p.m. 24 /4 ,
(9) "WOODWORTH" "JENKINS" escorting ” JU ITER" "PRESIDENT MONROE" from 

Espiritu Santo to Brisbane. "WOODWORTH" to be detached 
prior to arrival. ETA Caloundra "JENKINS" escorting 
"JUPITER" "PRESIDENT MONROE" 0900 /25 .

(10) "LITHGOW" escorting Tug "RESERVE" towing "GORGON" to Brisbane.
(11) "YP .291" departed Cairns 0319/23 for Milne Bay. ETA 1000 /25 .
(12) " SHEPPARTON" escorting Convoy TN78 ( ”GENERAL VERSPIJCK") departed 

Tows&sville l6 ls /&2  for Port Moresby ETA 0800 /25 .
(13) "BUHbliRY” escorting Convoy TN77 ("THEDENS" "JAPARA” ) from 

Fitzroy Island to Port Moresby ETA 1800 /25 .
(14) "YtfS.49" "YMS.50" departed Thursday Island 0707/23 for Milne Bay 

ETA 1600 /25 .
(15) "BOWEN” departed Cairns 2355/22 for Milne Bay ETA 2100 /25 .
(16) "BUNGAREE" departed Townsville 0030/24 for Cairna.
(17) "S C .745" departed Gladstone 1800/23 for Maokay. ETA 1500/24 and 

Townsville ETA 0600 /26 .
(18) "P C .1121" escorting "TAROONA" departed Caloundra 1427/23 for 

Townsville ETA 1400 /25 .
(19) "S C .738" ”SC.747" escorting Convoy BT54 (5 vessels) Including 

"KURUMBA” for Townsville) were to depart Caloundra 
0600/24*

(20) "YMS.51 YfvlS.52 departed Gladstone 1320/22 for Brisbane.
(21) 7 Submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour t

Oro Bay - Warships &  Aux.
Merchant Vessels: "BALIKPAPAN” "MULCRA”

Milne Bay Area- Warships & Aux. - 15 FT *s
Merchant Vessels: "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" "BONTEKOE"

"VAN SWOLL"
Small Craft - Approx. 50

- 1 -



V

(1)

(6 )

Porw Moresby -Warships & Aux* •  “HILO” "HDML.1C74” . "KDf,'L.ll61w
Merchant Vessels* "DAVID BUSBHELL" "STPGEN"

”CRs£MER* "STEPHEN B. ELKIN” ttHENRY DEARBORN" 
"VAN SEUTSZ" "KEY PI2SSAN *

Small Craft - Approx* 20
- Warships & Aux* •  "CASTLEMAINE" YP.280 YMS*9

6 PT’ s
- Warships ft. Aux. - "ICHUCA" "KAPUNDA”

„  l. J "PLATYPUS” 4 PT's(2 refitting)
- Warships & Aux* - "AUSTRALIA” "HOBART" "SEL-

PHIDTtE" "RENLEY" "HELM"
"RALPH TALBOT"

- Warships h Aux, - "VENDETTA" "SWAN" ”GLENELG"
S3.750 "BISHOPDALE" "AASE 
MAERSK” "YUNNAN”
"PIRIE" "ROCKHAMPTON"

. . - --  "QOULBURN" "FIZLTQK" "POYANG"
(ASIS) YP.233 YMS.lO YXS.ll YM3.46 YMS,47 
YMS.48 Y«S.53 YM5.70 YVTS.71 SC.740 SC.746 
SC.748 PC.1119 YDG.2 LST.452 LCI.339 
ML.424 1SL.425 ML.426 ML.814 ML.817 

. , , CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship)
(Repairing, Trials etc.) - MARRAMUNOA" "ARUNTA" "GEELONG"

"FREMAHELE" "KATOOMBA" "VICTORIA"

Thursday Is ,  

Cairns

Palm Island

Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane

- Warships & Aux* 
•  Warships & Aux*

(c) Proposed Movementst
if

(1) "WA^GA" to 7W with Convoy TS25 ( "MERKUS* nHANYANG") at Cl 
Bay 1400/24 and escort to Brisbane ETA OQOO/aSB*

(i i )  ENEMY FORCES

Cleveland

Mundaj Enemy positions were attacked 1600/22 and a / a positions 
were silenced# Corsairs strafed the area one hour later 
destroying three grounded aircraft*

y ila » Corsairs strafed the area afternoon 22 /4 . setting fire 
to a motor transport on the strip,

(3) K a h ili : Three Liberators attacked Kahili at 0200/23 .

Bays Twelve Dauntless escorted by fourteen Corsairs 
Do.«bed and strafed Rekata Bay Area 0745/23,

(5) Sgioaons - Bargesi During night 21-22/4 three barges containing 
fifty  menaritf timber left Fils for Vanga Vanga, and later 
returned to Oatere d o  miles W .N .W . of V ila ) , vanga Vanga is on 

b.rt .  coast o f  t.olonfbangara Island.

Key Hanover-Kavieng Areai A Hospital Ship (6-8,000 tons) was
/ miles W .S .W . of Cape Matanalem on course 90° at 

l0l0 /23f  '

Two cargo vessels (4 ,000 and 6 ,000  tons) were reported 
stationary in Kavieng Anchorages at 1035 /23 .

Photographs reveal a eonvoy of 5 vessels including one 
each of 7 ,000  , 5 ,000  and 2 ,500  tons and two small unidentified 
vessels, 50 miles S .E . of Kavieng on course 120° at 1100/23*
The largest vessel was attacked. Results are not yet assessed.

(7) Rabaul* Reconnaissance 0945/23 reported the "usual shipping” .

(8 ) fkgfcg8 1000/25 reveal m l j  three coasters, two power boats 
and thirtytwo barges. The last photographic report of shipping 
of any size in the Wewak area was on 1 9 /4 , when one 8 ,000  ton 
Merchant vessel in addition to two 1 ,000  ton ships were present. 
In tne photos 21 /4  two 1 ,000  ton merchantmen were revealed.

Photographs also revealed 25 fighters, 3 light bombera awl 
8 twin-engined aircraft, all serviceable on Wewak Aerodrome.
At Boram there Is evidence of continued improvement on the 
runway, while at Dagua work on the aerodrome progresses slowly.
At But, work also continues os the runway which apm ars 
serviceable.

yeP°rfced 1159 /23  that the Japanese have occupied
to\ r J p r i k  (35 mlles W. by S. of Wewak).
1 ' serviceable megium bombers were sighted on the



(I)  ALLIED FORCES:

(a) At Sea to 12 0 0 /2 4 :

2* NORTH WESTERN AREA

(1) "WILCAMKIA" escorting "JAMES COOK" departed Thursday Island
1946/20 for Darwin.

(2) "INVERELL" escorting "ISLANDER8 departed Thursday Island 0952/22
for Darwin. ETA 1130/26 .

(3) 3 Submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harboug

Darwin - Warships & Aux* - ML*815

(II )  ENEMY FORCES.

Merauke: An unidentified twin-engined aircraft was over the 
Merauke Area 1015-1107/23*

3» SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 0 0 /2 4 :

(1) "GOLD STAR" en route Sydney to Fremantle,
(2) "WHIPPOORWILL" departed Fremantle 1630/21 for Exmouth Gulf,
(3) "HERON” departed Geraldton 1620/23 for Fremantle*

(b ) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Auk .  - "ADELAIDE" "TROMP" "VAN HEEMSKERK
"TJERK HIDDES" "PELIAS" "ISABEL" "HORSHAM" 
"DUBBO" "WALLAROO" "OTXJS" "CHILDS" YP.286 
YP«288

Exmouth Gulf «* Warships & Aux* *- "W#B. PRESTON" "LARK" K .12*

4# EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 00 /2 4 :

(1) "DELORAINE" "YANDRA" escorting Convoy PG47 (3 MV) were to depart 
Caloundra 0600/24#

(2) "SG .741" escorting 12 landing craft departed Noumea 0900/20 for 
Sydney.

(3) "CHENREUIL" escorting "CAP TARIPA" "CAPITAINE ILLIAQUE en route 
Noumea to Sydney ETA 0900/27*

(4) "BUNDABERG" was to depart Sydney so as to RV with "WARRNAMBOOL" 
escorting Convoy C091 off Nobby's Head at 0945 /24 . 
"DOOMBA" escorting Sydney section to depart Sydney 
133o/24 and join main convoy* "WARRNAMBOOL" to 
return Sydney when "DOOMBA" joins#

(5) "MILDURA" "TOWNSVILLE" escorting Convoy C.Q90 (13 MV).
(6) "ABRAHAM CRIJNSSEN" departed Sydney 1140/20 for Melbourne.
(7) "STUART" escorting "HERMITAGE" to Melbourne was due 0830/24*
(8) 13 L C I ’ s were to depart Sydney 0730/23 northbound* Hine to detach 

Port Stephens, four to proceed Brisbane.
(9) "MUG^ORD" "LE TRIOMPHANT" escorting; Convoy ST2 "BEAU" (for St# 

Pedro detaching 31°3o* S. 155UE . ) Francisco-Coronado 
(for Noumea detaching 28°40 ' S* 155 °45 ! E . ) "DUNTROON" 
"ORMISTON" (both for Townsville ETA 1930/27 ) departed 

Sydney 1040/23*

$10) "COLAC" "BALLARAT"'escorting Convoy GP48 were to depart Sydney
1030/24*

<■* 3



(b) In Harbour: 

Sydney

(Repairing)

(On Re serve) 
Melbourne

(Refitting)

- Warships k Aux, - "MORESBY" "H.T.ALLEN" "BENDIGO" 
^KYBRA" "GLADSTONE" "S C .739” "S C .751"
"WANGA NELL A" (Hospital Ship) "GHA STICLEER" 
"PATTERSON" "FLETCHER" "NICHOLAS11 "NEPAL"
"VAN GALES” "ALHENA" "MANUNDA" (Hospital Ship) 

"WRITHE Y"
"WBST'SALIA" "KANIMBLA"

« Warships & Aux* «• "MANOORA*1 “ATREUS ' ALSEY^ 
"KALGOORLIE*
"QUIBERON"

B# SOUTH PACIFIC

(i)  ALLIED FORCES

(1)
(2)

(5)

(4)

(5)
(6 )

(All

At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HONOLULU HELENA ST. LOUIS 

NASHVILLE LEANDER SAN DIEGO (CL) LASSDOWUB STRONG 
RUSSELL O'BAHKON RADFORD MAURY HOPKINS WARD 

LARDFEE FAREEHOLT McCALLA (DD) TREVER (PM) CURTISS 
TANGIER (AV) ATHENE (APV) THORNTON (AVD) HUNTER LIGGETT 
(AP) MANLEY (APD) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) ALCHIB 
ALGORAB CELENO (AK) NEOSHO SABINE PLATTE PATUXENT 
TAPPAHASIOCK WHIP STOCK (AO) CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN) 

At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY DRAYTON PERKINS C03SYNGHAM SMITH 
McCALL FANNING CASE CRAVEN LAMSON (DD) ENGADINE 
(APV) PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AG) McCAWLEY (AP)
MAJABA TALAMANCA MERCURY CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS 
(APD) TRYON {APH) PECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO)
KINGFISHER ADROIT (AM) PAWNEE (AT) HOLLY (YN) S .31 
(SS ) ARD. 2 KIWI (a /3 Vessel) S C .518 

At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
kz Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (AP) SAMOA (AM) 
Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLIM M I L  VIREO 

LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) MATAI uALE TUI 
{A?3 Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELP.. 
;i!0 ) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) At V ila  - MARYLAND COLORADO (B3) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON WALLER 
SAUFLSY PHILIP REN SHAW (DD) BALLARD (AV) LACKAWANNA 
KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER PC.476 PC.479 

RAPPAHANNOCK (A03)
Az Nandi - COPAHSE (ACV)
At Auckland - EBONY (YN) PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)
Afc Wellington - TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) MOUNT VERNON 

' CRESCENT CITY (AP)

(i i )  ENEMY FORCES.

Ellice I-s^i Two wares probably of five and six  enemy aircraft attacked
— 1 Tuhafuti before dawn 25 /d . Two grounded Liberators were

destroyed, the radic station was moderately damaged and tvo 

personnel casualties caused,

NAVAL INCIDENTS 

N I L .

(8 )
(9)

( 10 )

ElgM Y^_PROM ĵ £ J ® X T sJ iO ^

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S .W .P .A . particularly
Central and Northern Solomons - North coast New Guinea - S.W . 
coast Dutch New Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea islands*

(2) Increased offensive submarine activity.

- 4 -
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V.
DAILY 2!i.,V.->L aUMM. ,HY 

. PA H ? ,,IX .

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OP BATTLE

1* south .vast &  south pacific

J& '$£  M £ L £  

2 W 4 3 *

ALLIED FORCES EBEMY FORCES

South fieat pacific 
(Eastern section)

South Pacific
Truk-Jaluit-Bismarc&s- 

Solomons

CV

xcv

ACV

CA

CL

DD

AUSTRALIA

HOBART

AHUNTA 
WARRAMUNGA 
LE TRIQMPHANT 
3SLFRIDOE 

*  PATTERSON

X
X
X

m u s t
BAGLEY
STUART
VENDETTA
RALPH TALBOT
VAN GALEN
QUIBERON
NEPAL
MUGFORD
NICHOLAS
FLETCHER

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA

CHENANGO
SANGAMON

SUWANNEE

PHOENIX
HONOLULU
HELENA
ST* LOUIS
NA3HVIILE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER •
SAN DIEGO 
SAN JUAN

Approx. 45

YAMATQ (poss.Empire)
MUSASHI
MUTSU
EGNGG
HARUNA
NAGATO

ZUIKAHJ

HITAKA
HAYATuKA
2UIHO

ATAGO 
TAKAO 
CHDIAI 
HAGURO 
KUMANO 
TONE 
TIKUMA 

X . aGBA

AGANO 
JINTSU 
SENDAI 
EATORI 
EASHIMA 
NAGARA 
ISUZU 
F.INU 

X EUMa

Approx* MO

x Non-effectir©
- 1



V Soutb. west pacific  
, S (Eastern Section)

South pacific
Truk-J alui t-Bi aaarcics 

Solomons

1
AMBERJACK
GRAMPUS
GRAYBACK
GROWLER
TRITON
TUNA

ALBVGORE
DRUM
GATO
GREEXILING
GROUPER
GUARDFISH
PETD

K. 9

^ c v s

XAV/XCVS

XX

APA APD AKA

25

AS or XA3

M

m

H*T. ALLEN 
MABOORA 
WESTHALIA 
KAfilMBLA

FULTGN

DOBBIN
WHITFEY

At

S«31

Brisbane

On patrol

At Sydney

CURTISS
TANGIER

30 (Approx*)

10 APA 
15 APD
6 A

DIXIE

PROMETHEUS
VESTAL
RIGEL

AIRCRAFT (N*E. Area only)

ters 
M/Borabere 
SE/Bombers 
Plying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport A/C

Approx. 30

CHITOSE
AKIToUSIIIMA

6
?

3 or more 

f 

?

257
1U0

16
15
52
23

x  Non-effective



, ALLIED gorges

\ 'I
BB ' NORTH C-vROliINA 

IDMZO
MISSISSIPPI 
HEW MEXICO

•
 PENNSYLVANIA

NEVADA 
x WEST VIRGINIA
36 CALIFORNIA
a TESSSS8EE 

CV VICTORIOUS

XCV LONG ISLAND

ACV SAS3AU
ALTAMAHA
COPAHEE

CA LOUISVILLE
~T 3AJ? FRANCISCO
m  WICHITA

SALT LAKE CITY 
NET* ORLEANS

II MINNEAPOLIS 
x PENSACOLA 
X PORTLAND 
X INDIANAPOLI S

2* c e n t r a l p a c i f i c

RN1MY FORCES (Empire 
Waters)

ISE
fu so

YAMASHIRO
HYUGA

SHOKAKU
H03HO (Training Ship)

RYUHG

UNYO
CHUYO
OTAKA

SU2UYA
1 Unidentified

OCjj

CL RICHMOND
RALEIGH
DETROIT

3 - 6
ABUKUMA
TAMA

XCLM M W M

AV/CVS t

2 or 3
NIS3HIN
KAMOI

SAV/ipva

DD

t

?

20 Approx. 
kO Approx.

2
Approx#

Approx*
16

30

3* NORTHERN PACIFIC

gA

CL CONCORD
TssirroN

Ha CHI 

HI SO

XCL

m

as

10
10

.........  . ■ .

3
Approx*
Approx*

k

10

• /:l ■ -

k» SOUTH-EASTERN PACIFIC

CL ■4m

k

ii uon-effeetive



5* IHDlSfl - IKDIAH OOjM

ALLIED FORGES
KNJSlfif F0RC3S

as

m

cv

CA

CL

South West pacific Eastern Fleet Area Sast Indies - Philippines 
(Western Section)

WARSPIT3 
RESOLUTIuH

EBVEK&B

ADELAIDE 
V O  HSSMSKBRK

.V/CV3 CHILDS
H.3RGN
W.B* PRESTON

XCL

DD

S3

TROMP
TJERK HIDDKS

GRENADIER 
GUDGEON 
THRESHER 
TROUT

K- 12

GAR 
TAMBOR 
TAUTOG

AS or XAS PS LIAS 

AIRCRAFT (H.W. Area Only)

Fighters 
M/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes
Transport a /C

fS ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX
DEVONSHIRE
HAWKINS
FROBISHER

MAURITIUS
&AHBIA
KENYA
ENTERPRISE
LlVa-^POOL
ARETHU3A
C3RS3
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
durean
CaRa DQC

albatross

ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE
CHI2RAL
ranfura

R A M I
WORCESTERSHIRE 

Approx* 27

On patrol 9

At sxmouth Gulf 

At Fremantle

?

d Ho recent intelligence
present location uncertain

m Non-effective

ASHIGARA

KASHII
01
KITAGAMI
NaTORI

Approx* 12

10

113
78

3
28
22

«■* i+ -*



C . O . T.c.

British —  MOST SECRET  
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
SOUTH W EST PACIFIC AREA  

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy A ctivity  
Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 398 Date: 25th April, 1943

P A R T  I .

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1 . NORTH EASTERN AREA

(3.) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/25*

(1) "SUMNER" "S C .744" "S C .749" on survey duty vicinity Deboyne la .
(2) "WRYALLA" on survey duty.
(3 ) "ySOODWORTH" "JENKINS" escorting "JUPITER" "PRESIDENT MONROE" from

Espiritu Santo to Brisbane. "*VOODWORTH" to be detached 
prior to arrival. "JENKINS" escorting "JUPITER" "PRES. 
MONROE" was due Caloundra 0900/25 .

(4) "LITHGOW" escorting Tug "RESERVE" towing "GORGON" to Brisbane
ETA 27/ 4 .

(5) "YP .291 " departed Cairns 0319/23 for Milne Bay was due 1000 /25 .
(6) "SEEPPARTON" escorting Convoy TN78 ("GENERAL VERSPIJCK") departed

Townsville 1616/22 for Port Moresby, was due 0800 /25 .
(7) "BUNBURY" escorting Convoy TN77 ("THEDENS" "JAPARA") from Pitzroy

Island to Port Moresby ETA 1800 /25 .
(8) "YMS.49 " " T O . 50 " departed Thursday Island 0707/23 for Milne Bay

ETA 1600 /25 . ,nnlv*/94
(9) "DUNGAREE" departed Townsvilie/r8fuCSIrns.

(10) "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" dep. Milne Bay 1319/24 en route Townsville
ETA 0600 /27 .

(11) "S C .738" "S C .747" escorting Convoy BT54 ( "GARD"for Gladstone ETA
0500 /26 ; "BURWAH" "TIME“ for Bowen ETA 1300 /27 ; "KURUMBA" 
"VAN SPILBERGEN" for Townsville ETA 2359/27) departed 
Caloundra 1817 /24 .

(12) "WftGGA" escorting Convoy TS25 ("MERKUR" "HANYANG") from Cleveland
Bay to Brisbane fel'A 0800 /28 ,

(13) "BANGALOW" was to depart Cairns 0600/25 for Brisbane ETA 1800/29 .
(14) "GOULBURN" departed Brisbane 1935/24 to RV with "KATOOMBA" and

escort her to Brisbane.
(1 5) "BISHOPDALE" dep. Townsville 1448/24 for Challenger Bay.
(16) "HILO*f| departed Port Moresby 1431/24 for Sariba ETA 1100 /25 .
(17) "PC .1121" escorting "TAROONA" departed Caloundra 1427/23 for

Townsville ETA 1400 /25 .
(18) "YMS.51 YMS.52 departed Gladstone 1320/22 for Bri*fcane.
(19) 7 submarines on patrol.

(fo) In Harbourt

Oro Bay - Warahlps & Aux, - "GYMPIE"
Merchant Vessels: "BfiLIKPAPAN" "MULCRA" "BONTEKOE" 

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - 15 PT*s "BOWEN" "BROOME"
Merchant Vessels* "VAN SWOLL"
Small Craft - Approx 50

- 1 -



Port Moresby - Warahipa& Aux. - HMDL.1074 HDML.1161
Merchant Vessels* "DAVID BUSBNELL" "STAGS**

’’CREMER" "STEPHEN E.ELKIN" "HENRY DEARBORN"
51 VAN HEUTSZ'1 "KEY PITMAN"

Small Craft - Approx 20 
Thursday Is. - Warships t Aux. - "CAcTLEMAINE" "YP.280 YM3.9

0 ?T»s
Cairns - Warships & Afiix. - "SCHUCA" "KAPUNDA" "TULSA"

"PLATYPUS" 4 PT»s (2 refitting ) 
Palm Island - Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "HOBART" "SELFRIDGE"

"HE3LEY" "HELM" "RALPH TJCBOT" 
Townsville - Warships & Aux. - "V3HDETTA" "SWAN" "GLENELG"

SC.750 "AASE MASRSK" "YUNNAN"(ASE 
Mackay - Warships & Aux. - SC.745

Merchant Vessels: "H33RY D.THOREAU"
Maryborough - Warships& Aux. - "PIRIE" "ROCKHAMPTON"
Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "BACrLEY" "FULTON" "POYANS" (ASIS)

YF.233 YMS.10 YM3.11 YMS.46 YMS.47 YMS.48 
YMS.53 YMS.70 YM3.71 SC.740 SC. 746 SC. 748 
PC.Ill9 YD3.2 LST.452 LCX,33ft ML,424 ML.425 
ML-,426 ML.814 ML.817 "CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship) 

(Repairing, Trials etc) - "iltfARRAHTJWGA" "ARUNTA" "GEELONG"
"PREMMTLE" "KATOOMBA" "VICTORIA"

(c) Proposed Moveaientsi

(1) "GLENELG" eacorttag Convoy TN79 (."PATRAS") ETD Townsville 2300/25
for Milne Say' ETA 15550/® •

(2) Task Force 74 is to proceed from Pain Is . to Family Island on
26/4, anchoring off Combe or Dunk Is ,

(11) ENEMY P0BCE3

(1) San Cristobal - A U.S. destroyer reported an unsuccessful attack 
at ovos/24 by a single enemy bomber approximately 80 miles east 
of San Cristobal,

(1) New Georgia - Local sources report a possible submarine passing 
through BlackBtt Strait {south of Solombangara) during ttie 
night 22-23/4* It is recalled that a submarine was reported 
off Vila 20/4 and the above is further evidence of the enemy 
using submarines to supply the New Georgia bases.

Further to the report that 3 barges containing 50 men 
and timber went t© Vanga Vanga (12 milea WNW Vila Plantation) 
during the night 21-22/4* 46 Japs are reported to have landed 
and commenced wcrk. A Farther 3 barges unloaded stores and 
timber at Vanga Vanga during the night 23-24/4*

A.A, positions, the runway and revetments at Munda 
were attacked 1346/24 by 12 dive-bombers, 12 torpedo bombers 
covered by 16 fighters. A large fire followed a hit on an
A.A. position near the strip: 2 buildings were also destroyed. 

Also on 24/4 Ring! Cove (west of Vila) was atrafed by
7 Corsairs for possible barges In the area,

(3) Shortlands - At 1145/24 4 cargo vessels were sighted between
Kahili and Tonolei. In addition 4 vessels Including possibly 
one destroyer, one tanker and 2 cargo vessels were seen west 
of N. tip Shcrtlard Is , heading for Kahili.

(4) N.E.Bougainville - Local sources now confirm 23/4 that the Japs
at Numa Numa are evacuees from Guadalcanal, Tenekau appears 
to be their main base.

An army patrol of 20 men is operating from Tinp&z*
(5) Buka - At 0850/23 17 enemy floaters flew SE from Buka,
' 6 ) Kavieng - Further photographs 23/4 ef the "AOBA" class heavy

cruiser at Kavleng show that her superstructure Is badly 
damaged and that she is surrounded by an oil slick although 
the extent of damage to the hull cannot be assessed. Her 
position has not changed since she was beached on a reef 
approximately 200 yards offshore I .  of Baudissen Is. following ± 
the air attack 3/4 . (See Naval Incidents for report of attack 
on cargo vessel 23/4)*

(7) Cape Orford - At 0710/24 an enemy submarine was seen off Cape 
Orford proceeding north. This Is further evidence of the 
regular submarine trips passed this location probably to and 
from Lae.

2



(8) Gasmata - Reconnaissance 1400/24 sighted four twin-engined
bombers believed serviceable on Gasmata aerodrome with one 
more bomber airborne.

^ ( 9 )  Wewak - Reconnaissance 0920/24 sighted 3 small cargo vessels 
and 3 small unidentified ships in fewak Harbour. Photos 
confirm the presence of 6 small vessels although the usual 
anchorage was obscured by cloud.

The reconnaissance Liberator was intercepted by 10 to
12 Zero’s of which 5 were destroyed,

(10) Kinigo Is. - At 1100/24 a seven ship convoy including probably
3 large transports, 2 medium cargo vessels and 2 destroyers 
was sighted approximately 300 miles NNW Wewak course 29(fP, 
The position and course would indicate that the convoy is en 
route Palau probably from Rabaul,

(11) lansa Bay - Photos iO0O/24 show one fighter on Nubia aerodrome
which, is rough but serviceable. Reconnaissance 0845/24 saw 
only a sunken ship In Hansa Bay,

(12) Mubo - Enemy positions at Green’s Hill (l£ miles NE Mubo) were
attacked 1030/24 by 4 Bostons,

(13) Morobe - At 2330/23 one enemy aircraft dropped 2 bombs and
strafed the Dona area.

2, NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 13QQ/251

(1) "WILCANNIA" escorting "JAMES COOK" departed Thursday Island
1946/20 for Iterwin.

(2) "INVERELL" escorting "ISLANDER” departed Thursday Island 0952/22
for Darwin ETA 1130/26,

(3) "WARREGO" escorting E.M.A, Tug "FORCEFUL" to Merauke ETA 1600/24
(4) "LATROEE" escorting "MATTHEW FLINDERS" "ALAGNA" "YARRA" departed

Thursday Island 0211/23 for Darwin ETA 1130/27.
(5) 3 submarines on patrol,

(b) In Harbourt

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - ML.815

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Kai Js, - 2 camouflaged vessels,of which one was possibly a
$ / ’£ ship, were attacked by 3 Hudsons 1720/24 off Haar Village 
(N.E, tip Groot Kai), The larger vessel was sunk and the 
smaller probably damaged, ■

(2) Aroe Is, - At approximately 1100/24 a 50* schooner and 4 float-
planes were sighted at Taberfane (M&ikoor Bay on W, coast). 
Another floatplane was seen airborne.

(3) Dilli - Penfoei aerodrome was attacked 0300/24 by 7 B.25*s,
Fires were started including one large blase possibly from 
a fuel dump,

(4) Banda Sea - At 1625/24 a five ship convoy including 3 medium
mercaantmen and 2 escort vessels possibly destroyers, was 
sighted about 200 miles SW of Ambon course 220°, possibly 
heading for Sourabaya.

(5) Kendari - Kendari aerodrome was successfully attacked about
P/4$724 by 9 Liberators. Large fires were started and some 
aircraft destroyed on the ground and during interception by 
15-20 Zero’ s but reports are not yet complete*

3 , SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 32 00/25|

(1) "GOLDSTAR" en route Sydney to Fremantle,
(2) "HEROK" departed Geraldton 1620/23 for Fremantle,



Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE” ”TROMP” "VAN HEEMSKERK
"TJERK HIDDES" ”?ELIAS" "ISABEL" "HORSHAM” "DUBB 
"WALLAROO” "0TUS” "CHILDS” YP.286 YP.288 

Eamouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - ”W,B.PRESTON" "LARK” "K.12"
"WHIPPOORWILL”

(b) In Harbourt

4* EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1.2Q0/S5t

(1) "DELORAIME" "YANDRA” #«aprting Convo? PG47 (3 MV) were tut departed 
, Caloundra ©SS2/24»for Sydney ETA 1900/26.
(2) SC.741 escorting 12 landing craft departed Me vane a 0900/20 for

Sydney.
(3) "CHEVREUIL” escorting "CAP TARIPA” "CAPITAINE ILLIAQUE" enroute

Noumea to Sydney ETA 0900/27.
(4) 4 LCI»s en route Sydney to Brisbane ETA 1000/25.
(5) "BUNDABERG" dep. Sydney ao as to RV with "WARHNAMBOOL" escorting

Convoy C091 ©ff Nobby's Head at 0945/14. "DOOMEA” 
escorting Sydney section departed Sydney 1330/24 to 
join main convoy which departed at 1411/24*

(5) "MILDURA” "TOWNSVILLE” escorting Convoy C090 (13 MV).
(7) MUGFORD" "LE TRIOMPHANT” escorting Convoy ST2 ("FRANCISCO- 

C0R0NAD0 for Noumea detaching 28*40*& 155°45»E?
"DUNTROOT" lax ^ORMISF ON” both for Townsville ETA 
1930/27) departed Sydney 1040/23.

(3) "COLAC" "BALLARAT” ssnorting Convoy GP48 (comprising "SUNETTA” 
"LIMERICK*"A3PA3IA N0¥Tk5S'""'for Brisbane; %EIJUST" 
"YOCHOW" far Ora Bay) departed Sydney 1047/24 ETA 
Brisbane 0400/27.

(b) In Harbour:

Sydney - Mr ships 3c Aux. - "MORESBY" *WA RRN AMBOOL"
"H.T.ALLEN” "BENDIGO" "KYBRA” "GLADSTONE”
SC.739 SC.751 "WANGANELLA" (Hospital Ship) 

"CHANTICLEER”
(Repairing) "PATTERSON" "FLETCHER” "NICHOLAS" "NEPAL"

"VAN GALEN” "ALHENA” "MANUNDA” (Hospital Ship) 
"WHITNEY"

(On Reserve) "WESTEALIA" "KANIMBLA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "MANOORA” "ATREUS" "ALSSY"

” KA L(KX)RLIE" "ABRAHAM CRIJNSSEN" ”STUART” 
"HERMITAGE"

(Refitting) "QUIBERON"

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

fi) ALLIED FORCES

jlj At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
At Espfrltu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS 

NASHVILLE LEAHDER SAB DIEGO (CL) LANSDOWNE STRONG 
RUSSELL OfBANNOB RADFORD MAURI HOPKINS WARD LARDNER 
FARENHOLT McCALLA (DDJ TREVER (DM)C URTISS TANGIER (AV) 
ATHENE (APV) THORNTON (AVD) HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) MANLEY(APD) 
DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) ALCHIBA ALGORAB 
CELENO (AK) NEOSHO SABINE PLATTE PATUXENT TAPPAHANNOCK 
WHIPSTOCX (AO) CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV) 
SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY DRAYTON PERKINS CONYNGHAM SMITH 
McCALL FAILING CASE CRAVEN LAMSON (DD) ENG ADI NE (APV) 
PREBffiTHEUS (AR) ARGONNS (AG) McCAWLEY (AP) MAJABA MERCURY 
TALAMANCA CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) TRYON (APH)
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SECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER ADROIT (AM) 
PAWNEE (AT) HOLLY (YN) S .31 (SS) ARD.2 KIWI (a/ s Vessel) 
SC.518

At Suva - CATC PA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN IE OION (AP) SAMOA (AM)

(6) Guadalcanal Area. - JAMESTOWN NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK XXXB RAIL""
VIREO (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) MATAI 
GALE TUI (A/S Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) 
ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (EE) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON WALLER 
jSASSSK SAUFLEY PHILIP REN SHAW (DD) BALLARD (AV) 
LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE NESCHE8 (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER 
PC.476 PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(8) At Naidi - COPAHEE (ACV)
(9) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)

(10) At Wellington - TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) MOUNT VERNON
CRESCENT CITY (AP)

NAVAL INCIDENTS

Kavieng - A 7,000 ton cargo vessel, the largest in a convoy 
of 2 medium and 1 3mall mi«chantmen escorted by 2 probable 
destroyers 30 miles 3E of Byaul Is. on course 120®, was 
attacked at llGo/23 by a Liberator on armed reconnaissance. 
Six 500-lb bombs were dropped and photos show a train of 5 
bomb disturbance rings of ŝihlch the last Is alongside the 
vessel: the sixth bomb Is claimed as a direct hit amidships 
resulting in smoke rising to 3,000 feet. The ship was left 
in a sinking condition and Is considered probably to have 
sunk.

ENEMY'SPROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W.P.A. 
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - 
North Cfcast New Guinea - S.W. coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Increased offensive submarine a0tivlty#

For DIRECTOR C.O .I .C .

25/4/43
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MOST SECRET

D U L Y  NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART I I .

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE, 

lm SOUTH WEST & SOUTH PACIFIC

24/4/43,

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

South West Facific 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

Truk-Jalui fc-Bi smar cks- 
Solomons

BB m INDIANA YAMATO (poss. Empire
WASHINGTON MUSA5HI
MASSACHUSETTS MUTSCT
MARYLA1D KONGO
COLORADO HARUflA

NAGATO

JV m ENTERPRISE ZUIKAKU

m
SARAT03A

KCY m . HI TAKA
HAYATAKA
ZUIBO

kCV m CHENANGO -

SANGAMON
SUWANBEE

ZA AUSTRALIA AT A 30
mmmmm

TAKAO
CHOKAI
HAGURO
KUMANO
TONE
TIKUMA

x K) EA

3L HOBART PHOENIX AGANO
HONOLULU JIFTSU
HELENA SENDAI
ST. LOUIS KATORI
NASHVILLE KASHIMA
COLUMBIA NA3ARA
CLEVELAND ISUZU
MONTPELLIER Kimr
DSNY3R x KUMA
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN

DD X AHTJHTA
X WARRAMUHGA

LS TKIOMPHANT
SELPRIDGE Approx. 45 Approx. 40

X PATTERSON
HELM
HENLEY
BA M Y

A STUART
w VENDETTA

RALPH TALBOT
X \rm GALEN
X QUIEERON
X NEPAL

MUGFORD
X NICHOLAS
X FLETCHER

JENKINS
x Non-effective •  I •



,

South West Pacific 
^  (Eastern Section) South Pacific Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-

Solomons

3S

•

AMBER JACE
GRAMPUS
GRAYBACK
GROWLER
TRITON
TUNA

)
)
) At 
)
)
)

S .31 

Brisbane Approx* 30

AL BACORE
DRUM
GATO
GREENLING
GROUPER
GUARDPISE
PETO

)
)
)
) On 
)
)
)

Patrol

E. 9 At Sydne y

A7/CVS m CURTISS
TANGIER

CHITOSE
AKITSUSHIMA

XAV/XCVS m 3 6

PT 25 Approx* 30 ?

APA APD AKA
H* T • AL LEN 
MAH0ORA

*  WESTRALIA
* KANIM3LA

10 APA 
15 APD 
6 A

AS or XAS PULTON 3 or more

AD
X

DOBBIN
WHITNEY

DIXIE ?

AR PROMETHEUS
VESTAL
RIGEL

?

AIRCRAFT (N.B. Area only)

f i g h t e r s  

M/Bo»bers 
s/e Bombers 
Plying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport a/c

257
140
16
15
52
23

X Non-effective

•
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to*
2, CENTRAL 

ALLIED FORCES

PACIFIC

ENEMY FORCES (Empire Waters

• X
X
X

NORTE CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA
WEST VIRGINIA 
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

ISE
FUSO
YAMASEIRO
EYUGA

CV VICTORIOUS X SHOKAKU
HOSHO (Training Ship)

xcv LONG ISLAND RYUHO

ACV NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAHEE X

UNYO
CHUYO
OTAKA

CA

•
X
X
X
X

LOUISVILLE
SAN FRANCISCO
WICHITA
SALT LAKE CITY
NEW ORLEANS
MINNEAPOLIS
PENSACOLA
PORTLAND
INDIANAPOLIS

SUZUYA
1 Unidentified

OCA - 3 - 6

CL RICHMOND
RALEIGH
DETROIT

ABUKUMA
TAMA

XCL - 2 or 3

AV/CVS ? NISSHIN 
KAMO I

XAV/XCVS ? 2

20 Approx# Approx# 16

0 S S 40 Approx* Approx. 30

3 . NORTHERN PACIFIC

CA m NACHI

CL CONCBBD
TRENTON

KISO

XCL m 3

DD 10 Approx, 4

SS 10 Approx. 10

• 4* SOUTH-EAST,3RN PACIFIC

CL - -

DD 4 m

x Non-effective



-V

5, EAST INDIES - INDIAN OCEAN 

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

South West Pacific Eastern Fleet Area East Indies - Philippines 
(Western Section)

CV

CA

CL

AV/CVS

XCL

DD

S3

AS or XAS

ADELAIDE 
VAN HSEMSKSRK

CHILDS
HERON
W.B. PRESTON

TROMP
TJERK HIDDES

GRENADIER 
GUDGEON 
THRESHER 
TROUT

WARSPITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

4  ILLUSTRIOUS

SUS35X 
DEVONSHIRE 
HAH KINS 
FROBISHER

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
KEFZA
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
ARSTHUSA
GERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
CABADOC

ALBATROSS

ALA UNI A
CARTHAGE 
CH3T RAL 
RAN PURA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE 

Approx* 27

)
) On Patrol 

)
)

9

K. 12

GAR 
TAMBOR
TAUTOG

PELIAS

At Exmouth Gulf

)
) At Fremantle 
)

AIRCRAFT (N.W, Area Only)

Fighters 
M/Bombers 
Flying Boats 

££Lo*tplane s
^R?ansport A/C

4  No recent Intelligence
present location uncertain

»  Non-effective

ASHIGARA

KASHII 
01
KITAGAMI
NATORI

Approx* 12

10

113
78
3

SB
22

m 4: «•



C . O . T . C .

British —  MOST SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T  
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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
SOUTH W EST PACIFIC AREA  

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY N A V A L S U M M A R Y

Part I: Allied and Enemy A ctivity  
Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 399 Date: 26th April, 1943

P A R T  I .
Tjam-aBMBMBiagamasas

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

1* NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/261

(1

(2

(3

(4

(5

(6
(7
(8

(9
(10

<11

(12

(13

(14

(15

(16
(17

Task Force 74 ("AUSTRALIA" "HOBART" "SELFRIDGE" "HENLEY" "HELM" 
"RALPH TALBOT") moves from Palm Island to Family Island 
26/4 anchoring off Combe or Dunk Island,

"MUGFORD" escorting Convoy ST2 ("DUNTROON" "0RMI3P0I*) departed 
Sydney 1040/Sfe for Townsville,

"EAGLET" departed Caloundra 1631/25 to exercise with submarine 
to seaward of Cape Moreton.

"BROOME" escorting "VAN S^OLL" departed Milne Bay 0218/26 for 
Oro Bay ETA 2300/26.

"SBEPPARTON" escorting "VAN HEUTSZ" departed Port Moresby 
1723/25 for M ine  Bay ETA 1530/26.

"PJHYALLA" on survey duty.
"SUMNER" "SC .744" "SC .749" on survey duty vicinity Deboyne Is .
"WAGGA" escorting Convoy TS23 ( "MERKUR" T'HANYANG") from Cleveland 

Bay. Was directed to proceed Gladstone with convoy at 
2324/25,

"AASE MAERSK" departed Townsville 0638/25 for Brisbane ETA 0900/28.
"LITHGOW" escorting tug "RESERVE" towing "GORGCK" to Brisbane ETA ^ 

27 /4 ,
"BUNBURY" escorting Convoy TN77 ("THEDENS" " JAPARA") from Fitzroy 

Island to Port Moresby, was due 1800/25.
"YMS.49" "YMS.50" departed Thursday Island 0707/23 for Milne Bay 

was due 1600/25.
"GLMELG" escorting Convoy TN79 ("PATRAS") was to depart Townsville 

2300/25 for Milne Bay ETA 1600/28,
"SC .738" "SC .747" escorting Convoy BT54 ("BURWAH" "TIME" for Bowen 

ETA 13 00/2T7J "KURUjfiBT* wvAN SPIL BERGEN" for Townsville 
ETA 2359/27) departed Caloundra 1817/24.

"GOULBURN" departed Caloundra 2222/25 to search for survivors of 
torpedoed "KOWARRA" vicinity 35 miles N.E. Sandy Cape.

"YMS.51" "YMS.52" departed Gladstone 1320/22 for Brisbane.
7 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. - "GYMPIE"
Merchant Vessels* "BONTEKOE"

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "BOWEN" "HILO" 15 PT»s YP.291
Small Craft - Approx 50 

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - HD1L.1074 HDML.1161
Merchant Vessels: "DAVID BUSHNELL" "HENRY DEARBORN"

"VAN HEUTSZ" "GENERAL VERSPIJCK" 
Small Craft - Approx 20

- 1 -



\
Thursday Is,

Cai rns

Palm Island 
Townsville

- Warships & Aux.

- Warships & Aux.

- Warships & Aux.
- Warships & Aux.

"CASTLEMAINE" YP.280 YMS. 9 
6 PT»s

"SWAN" ”ECHUCA!t ’’KAPUKDA*’ TULSA” 
"PLATYPUS” 4 PT’s (2 refitting)

SC.750

Mackay
Maryborough
Brisbane

"VENDETTA” PC.1121 
"YU M ®  " (A .S .I .S )

- Warships Sc Aux. - SC# 745
- Warships & Aux. - ttPIRIEtt "ROCKHAMPTON”
- Warships & Aux. - "JENKINS” "BAGLEY" 11 PUL TON9 

"POYAHG” (ASIS) Y P .233 YMS.10 ¥MS.ll YMS.46
YMS.47 YMS,48 YMS.53 IM S.70 YMS.71 SC.740 
SC.746 SC,748 PC .11J9 YDG.2 LST.452 5 LC I’s 
ML.424 ML. 425 ML.426 ML. 814 ML.817 

"CENTAUR” (Hospital Ship)
(Repairing, Trials etc) - “WARRAMUNGA” "ARUNTA* ’'GEELONG*

"FREMANTLE,f "KATOOMBA" "VICTORIA9

(c ) Proposed Movements:

(1) "VENDETTA" escorting Convpy TN80 ("TAKOONA") to depart
Townsville 1860/26 for Milne Bay ETA 1400/26#

(2) "SC .750" escorting "HENRY D.THCREAU" to deoart Townsville
0200/27 for Port Moresby ETA 0900/29.

(il) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Russell I s . - At 1215/25 10 enemy bombers with 20 fighters were
intercepted by 4 Corsairs over Buraku Is . (or Murray Is , - 
about 20 miles west of Russell Group) headed S .E . The Corsairs 
were returning from a strafing mission a t  Kolombangara but 
attacked the enemy formation and shot down 5 Zero*s* the 
remainder reversed course and were 3a ter seen over Vella Lavella 
heading for Bougainville. Two of the Corsairs are missing.

(2) Solomons Aircraft - Photos at approximately 1135/25 show -
Kahili - 38 fighters, 4 medium bombers
Ballale - 10 fighters
Faisi - 5 floatplanes
Buka, Vila and Munda were not covered,

A slight increase is Indicated if  the aircraft engaged 
on the mission intercepted over Russell Is , are added.

(3) Shortlands - Reconnaissance a.m. 25/4 sighted 3 cargo vessels
between Kahili and Tonolel Harbo-pr with m eh  small boat 
activity between ships and shore. This indicates a reduction 
of 5 vessels since the previous day possibly including one 
destroyer, one tanker and 3 cargo vessels,

(4) Bismarck Sea - At 0130/25 a well lighted hospital ship was
sighted Just south of Dyaul Island heading for Kftvlsng.

At 0925/25 a cargo vessel of about 2 ,000 tons was 
sighted about 10 miles north of Cape Pomas (N.iT. extremity 
Gazelle Peninsula) course west#

(5) Wewak - The main Wewak aerodrome was attacked 0245-0310/25 by
four Fortresses#

Photographs taken about 1135/25 show*- 
Wewak aerodrome - 19 serviceable fighters, 1 medium bomber#

Photos are possibly incomplete#
Boram aerodrome - no serviceable aircraft and no ohange

on ^he aerodrome#
But aerodrome - 3 medium bombers but photos are obscure#

Two small merchant vessels are visible in Wewak Harbour 
but the anchorage was not completely covered#

(6) Mubo - An enemy position on the northern slope of Lababia Ridge
was attacked a.m. 24 /4 . Two Jap3 were killed and the position 
surrounded,

Enemy artillery on Vickers Ridge was active for a short 
while p.m. 24/4*

Targets on Greens Hill (l£ miles N .E, Mubo) were attacked 
0900/25 by 3 Bostons.

(7) Horn Island - A possible, enemy reconnaissance aircraft was over 
— Horn Island 2200-2230/24#

m 2 —



2* NORTH WESTERN AREA
V

^  ' (i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/26*

(X) "INVEREH." escorting "ISLASDER” departed Thursday Island 
0952/22 for Darwin, was due 1130/26*

(2) "LATROBE" escorting "MATTHEW FLINDERS” "ALAGNA" "YARRA" dep*
Thursday Island 02XX/23 for Darwin ETA 1130/27,

(3) 3 submarines on patrol,

(b) In Harbour*

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "WILCANNIA” ML-815 
Merchant Vessels* "JAMES COOK"

Merauke - Warships & Aux. - "WARREGO" "FORCEFUL*

(II) ENMY FORCES

(1) Arafura Sea - Reconnaissance 25/4 over the Tanimber-Kai-Aroe Is*
area" and the X&ukenau coast reported nil shipping sighted 
except for the sunken small vessel off Haar Village (N.E. tip 
Groot &al ) *

(2) Kendarl - During the attack 1745/24 by 9 Liberators bombs fell
amongst a ircraft lined up on the aerodrome and at least five 
twin-engined bAmbers were destroyed* The majority of the bombs, 
however, fell in the w> rkshop area causing huge fires, 15 to 
20 Zero’ s intercepted and 5 were destroyed plus one probably*

One 4 ,000  ton merchant vessel was seen in Kendarl Bay* 
Photos of the aerodrome show probably 26 fighters and

5 bombers although additional camouflaged aircraft could be 
present. 18 fighter pen3 are visible and 2 possible bomber 
dispersal areas,

“ Photographs a.m. 24/4 show one unserviceable fighter 
on the aerodrome also four bomber and three fighter blast 
pens and 14 dispersal bays off the aerodrome* The runway 
extends 1400 yards*

One large and 9 small landing barges are visible in 
the harbour.

3* SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 120fl/26*

(1) "HERON” departed Geraldton 1620/23 for Fremantle.

(b ) In Harbour?

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TROMP" "VANBEEMSKERK"
"TJERK HIDDES" "PELIAS" "ISABEL" "HORSHAM""DUBBO" 
"WALLAROO” "OTUS” "CHILDS" YP.286 Y?,288 
"GOLD STAR"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "W,B. PRESTOS’* "K .18" "WHIPPOORWILL

4* EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES 

(R) At Sea to 1200/26:

(1) "DEL0RAI3SE” "YANDRA" escorting Convoy PG47 (3 MV) teparted
Caloundra 0662/24 for Sydney ETA 0400/2?.

(2) "CHEVREUIL" escorting "CAP TARIPA" "CAPITAINE ILLIAQUE” enroute
Noumea to Sydney ETA 0900/27,

(3) BUNDABERG" "DOOMBA" escorting Convoy C091#
(4) "MILDURA" "TOWNSVILLE" escorting Convoy 0C90 (11 MV) ETA Port

Kembla 2200/27, Sydney 0400/28, Newcastle 1200/28,
iSti

- 3 -



t5) "BALLARAT” escorting Convoy 3P43 ("ASPASIA NOMIKOS" "SU5BTTA"
^  for Brisbane; ^EMPIRE EAMBLE" "YOCHOW" "RSIJUST" all

for* Townsville and onward routeing) departed Sydney 
1047/24,

{Note: "LIMERICK" was torpedoed in position 28°54»S 
153^54»E and "COLAC" was standing by* "LE TRIOMPHANT" 
was ordered to proceed to this position. "LIMERICK" 
sank at 0603/26 and "LE TRIOMPHANT" was ordered to 
proceed to Sydney.)

(b ) In Harbour:

( Sydney - Warshipsfc Aux. - "MORESBY" n*?ARRNAMB00LH "H,T.ALLEJr*
"BENDIGO" "EYBRA" "GLADSTONE"
SC. 739 SC. 741 SC. 751 "CHANTICLEER 
AN GANELL A * (Hospital Ship) 12 LCI 

(Repairing) ?PAT2ERS£l* ’’FLETCHER" "NICHOLAS” “NEPAL"
"VAN GALEN* "Mfffig "ALHENA" "MANUBDA" (Hospital 
Shij) "WHITNEY®

(On Reserve) "WESTRALIA" "KANUfBLA11 
Melbourne - Warships & Aux, - " STTJART" "MNOORA” e,ATREUS"

"ALSEY” ttKALG00RLIEH "ABRAEAM CRIJNSSEN" 
"HERMITAGE"

(Refitting) "QUIBEftOI"

(c) Proposed Movements?

(1) "STUART" escorting "HERMITAGE*1 (for Bombay) to depart Port
Phillip 1400/26. "STUART^ to escort to 3Q025*S 140°E.

(ii)  ENEMY FORCES

An eneny submarine attacked and sank "KOWARRA" at 
1900/24 35 miles N.B. Sandy Cape and at 0100/26 another vessel 
was torpedoed by a submarine 20 miles S ,S .E . Cape Byron. It 
is most unlikely that one submarine was responsible for these 
two attacks, (See Naval Incidents)*

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA 
* ■" *--- -- 1 - •—————

(1) ALLIED FORCES

jlj At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
A  At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HOMOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS

NASHVILLE LEANDER SAN DIEGO (CL) LA2JSD0WNE STRONG 
RUSSELL 0 'BAN NON RADFORD MAURY HOPKINS WARD LARDNER 
FARES HOLT MoCALLA (DD) TPJBVER (DM) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) 
ATHENS (APV) THDENTON (AVD) HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) MANLEY (APD) 
DIXIE (AC-) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) ALCHIBA ALGORAB 
CELEND (AK) NEOSHO SABINE PLATTE PATUXENT TAPPAHANNOCK 
WHIPSTOCK (AO) CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY DRAYTON PERKINS CONYNGHAM SMITH 
McCALL FANNING CASE CRAVEN LAMSON (DD) ENGADINE (APV) 
PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNS (AG) McCAWLEY (AP) MAJABA MERCURY 
TALAMANCA GASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) TRYON (APH)
PECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER ADROIT (AM)
W S B B  (AT) HOLLY (YN) S,31 (SS) ARD.2 KIWI (A/S Vessel) 
SC .618

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (AP) 'SAMOA (AM)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL 

VIREO (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) ffAKBANK (YT) MATAI GALE 
TUI (A/s Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) STRATFORD (AP] 
ERSKIHE PHELPS (AO) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DKHVER 
MONTPELLIER (CL) G HEN At? GO SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON VALLER 
PHILIP RENSEAW (DD) BALLARD (AV) LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE 
SESCHES (AO) ROAMER PC.476 PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)
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' (8) At Nandi - COPASEE (ACV)
j9) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)

X (-0) At Wellington - TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) MOUNT VERNON 
CRESCENT CITY (A?)

NAVAL INCIDENTS

Eastern Australian Coast - "KOWARRA* (2,125 tons) proceeding 
independently from Bowen to Brisbane was torpedoed and sunk 
by an enemy submarine 55 miles N .E , Sandy Cape at 1900/24* 
SC.747 reported having picked up eleven survivors. "GOULBURN 
was ordered to proceed to this position t o search for the 
missing 24 members of, the crew,

"L IM E R IC K V C o n v o y  GP48 bound for Brisbane and 
under escort of "C0LACn and "BAU.ARAT” was torpedoed in 
position 28°54fS, 153°54‘E (20 miles S .S .E . of Cape Byron) 
at OlOO/26, "BALLARAT" proceeded with the convoy leaving 
"COLAC" standing by ^LIMERICK" which was reported very low 
In the water aft. nL3 TRIOMPHANT" was also ordered to 
proceed to render assistance, but "LIMERICK" sank at 
0603/26* "COLAC" picked up survivors*

ENEMY'S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

ll) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W ,P.A* 
particularly Central and Northern 3olomon& - 
North coast New Guinea - S.W, coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands,

(2) Increased offensive submarine activity*

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .
a .H .a . ' .11 
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MOST SECRET

25 .4 ,43

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART I I ,

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE 

1 . SOUTH WEST & SOUTH PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES
ENEMY FORCES

South West Pacific 
(Eaatern Section)

South Pacific
Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-

Solomons

AUSTRALIA

HOBART

INDIANA
WASHINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MARYLAND 
C CL ORADO

ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA

CHENANGO 
SAN GAM ON 
SUWANNEE

PHOESIX 
HONOLULU 
HELENA 
sr.l o u is

NASEVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN

YAMATO (posa. Empire)
Mu SASH I
MUTSU
KONGO
HARUHA
NAGATO

ZUIKAKU

HITASA.
HAYATAKA
ZUIHO

ATAGO 
TAKAO 
CHOKAI 
HAGURO 
KUMANO 
TONE 
TIXUMA 

x AOBA

AGANO
JINTSU
SENDAI
SATORI
XA3HIMA
NAGARA
ISUZU
k in u

X KUMA

x ARUNTA 
x WAR RAMUNGA

LE TRIOMPHANT . , ^
SELFRIDGE Approx 45 Approx 40

x PATTERSON 
HELM 
HENLEY 
BAGLEY 
STUJRT 
VENDETTA 
RAL PH TiSL BOT 

if VAN GALEN 
x Q.UIBERON 
H NEPAL 

MUGFORD 
x NICHOLAS 
x PTE TCHER 

JENKINS
x Non-effective



'South West Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

SS AMBERJACX )
)GRAMPUS 

GRAYBACK 
GROWLER 
TIK TON 
TUNA

ALB AG ORE
DRUB*
GATO
GREENLING 
GROUPER 
GUARDFISH 
EE TO

K*9

S .31

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

25

apa/ apd / aka

aTT. ALLEN 
MANOORA 

a WESTRALIA 
*  KANIMBLA

AS or XAS FULTON

AD

AR

DOBBIN
TOTNEY

)
) At Brisbane 
)
)

On Patrol

At Sydney

CURTISS
TANGIER

Approx 30

10 APA 
15 APD 

6 A

DIXIE

PROMETHEUS
VESTAL
RIGEL

AIRCRAFT (NSE# Area Only)

Fighters
\C/Bombers
JHBombers
f ^ i n g  Boats 
Floatplanes 
transport a/ c

*  Non-effective

Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks- 
Soloffions

Approx 30

CHITOSE
AKITSUSHIMA

5

T

5 or more

252
140
16
15
52
23

2 -



CENTRAL PACIFIC

\
aLl ie d  forces

BB NORTE CAROLINA
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW ffiXICO 
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA

*  WEST VIRGINIA 
x CALIFORNIA 
x TENNESSEE

ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA

EHMY FORCES (Eftpire)

CV vicroKiAU s X SHOEAKU
HOSHO (Training Ship)

XCV LONG ISLAND RYUHO

ACV NASSAU 
ALT Ail AHA 
COPAHEE

UNYO 
CEUYO 

x OTAKA

CA

•

Jl
X
X
X

LOUISVILLE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA 
3ALT LAKE CITY 
NEW ORLEANS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
PENSACOLA 
PORTLAND 
INDIANA POL IS

SUZUYA
NACHI
1 unidentified

%

OCA mm 3 — 6

CL RICHMOND
RALEIGH
DETROIT

ABUKUMA
TAMA

XCL - 2

AV/CVS NISSHIN 
KAMO I

XAV/XCVS ? $

DD 20 approx Approx 16

4 1 40 approx approx 30

3. NORTHERN PACIFIC

CA - -

S i CONCORD
TRENTON

KISO

XCL - 2

DD 10 Approx 4

SS
m r

10 Approx 10

— ---

x Non-effective

•f
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y EAST INHES - I HP IAN OCEAN

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

♦
BB

CV

CA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

DD

m

South West Pacific 
(lestern Section)

Eastern Fleet Area East Indies—Philippines

ABEEXIBK
VXKXHEEMSXSKK

ADELAIDE 
VAN HEEMSKERK

CHILDS
HERON
W.B. PRESTON 

TROMP
T JERK HIDDES 

GRENADIER )

WARSPITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

ff ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX 
DEVCN SHIRE 
B M I K 3  
FROBISHER

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
KEKYA
EJJTEH PRISE
LIVERPOOL
AR3THUSA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
CARADOC

ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE
CHITRAL
RANPURA
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

ALBATROSS

Approx 27

GUDGEON
THRESHER
TROUT

K.12

GAR
TAMBOR
TAUTOG

On Patrol

At E:jmouth Gulf 

At Fremantle

AS or XAS PELIAS 

AIRCRAFT (N.W. Area Only)

Fighters 
M/Bombers

•
Flying Boats 
floatplanes 
Transport A/C

No recent intelligence 
Present location uncertain.

Non-effective

ASHIGARA

KASHII
01
KITAGAMI 

x NATORI

x NOTORO

Approx 12 

10

108
74
3

28
22
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British —  MOST SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
SOUTH W EST PACIFIC AREA  

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY N A VA L S U M M A R Y

Part I: Allied and Enemy A ctivity  
Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 400 Date: 27th April, 1943

P A R T  I .

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

1* NORTH EASTERN AREA

( i ) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/27:

(1) "MUGFORD" escorting Convoy ST2 ("DUITROON" "ORMISTOK") departed
Sydney 1040/SS for Townsville*

(2) "WHYALLA" on axrvey duty*
(3) "SUMNER" "SC•744” "SC*749" on survey duty vicinity Deboyne Is .
(4) "GYMPIE" escorting "BONTEKOE" en route Milne Bay from Oro Bay.
(5) "BUHBUW" escorting " JAPARA" departed Milne Bay 0304/27 for

BdXl gel!•
(6) "WAGGA" escorting Convoy TS23 ( "MERKUR" "HANYANG") from Cleveland

Bay. Was directed to proceed Gladstone with convoy at 
2324/25*

(7) "AASE MAERSK" departed Townsville 0638/25 for Brisbane ETA 0900/28.
(8) "LITHGOW" escorting tug “RESERVE” towing "GORGON" to Brisbane ETA

30 /4 .
(9) "GLENELG" escorting Convoy TN79 ("PATRAS” ) departed Townsville

2256/25 for M ine  Bay ETA 1600/28.
(10) "VENDETTA" escorting Convoy TN80 ("TAROONA") departed Townsville

1800/26 for Milne Bay feTA 1400/28.
(11) SC.750 escorting "HENRY D.THOREAU" was to depart Townsville 0200/27

for Port Moresby ETA 0900/29.
(12) SC.738 SC*747 escorting Convoy BT54 ("BURWAH" "TIME" for Bowen

ETA 1300/27; "KUfiJlMfaA" ‘•VAN SPILBERGEN" for Townsville 
ETA 2359/27) departed Caloundra 1817/24*

(13) YMS*70 was to depart Brisbane 1000/27 to carry out a/ s  patrol
between Cape Moreton and position 27e05 'S  153°48*E for 
approx four days*

(14) YMS.10 YMS*46 departed Caloundra 1717/26 to relieve "GOULBURN"
searching for survivors of "KOffARRA" sunk 35 miles N .E . 
Sandy Cape, "GOULBURN" returns Brisbane on relief*

(15) 7 submarines pn patrol.

(b) In Harbour t

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. - "BROOME"
Merchant Vessels* "VAN SVOLL"

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - " SHE P PART ON" "BOWEN" YP.291
YMS*49 YMS*50 "HILO" 15 PT*s

Merchant Vessels: "TKEDENS" "VAN HEUTSZ"
Snail Craft - Approx 50 

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - HDML.1074 HDML.1161
Merchant Vessels: "DAVID BUSHNELL" "HEKRY DEARBORN"

"GENERAL VERSPIJCK"
Small Craft - Approx 20



Thursday Is , - Warships & Aux. - "CASTLEHAINE" "YP.28D YMS.9
6 PTfs M „

Cairns - Warship. & Aux. - "S«AN" "BCHOCA" "KAPMCA" "TOLSA"
"PLATYPUS 4 FT*8 (2 refitting)

Family Is . — Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "HOBART" "SELFRIDGE 
Family 1  „ «BELM" * HENLEY" RALPH TALBOT"

Townsville - Warships & Aux. - PC,1121 "YUNNAN” (A .S .I .S# )
Mackay - Warships & Aux, — SC,748 •
Maryborough ** Warships & Aux, - "PIRIE ROCKHAMPTON „ n 
Brisbane - ffar.bip. t Aux. - “BAGLEY" "JENKINS" "MLTQH"

"GEELONG" "POYANG" (ASIS) YP.233 YMS*1I 
YMS,47 YMS*48 YMS,51 YMS.52 YMS.55 
YMS,71 SC*740 SC.746 SC,748 PC.1119 
YDG.2 LST*452 S ™ I 'a  ML,424 ML*425 
ML.426 ML,814 ML,817 "CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship) 

(Repairing, Trial, etc) - "WAHRAMDHOA" "ARTOTAj "FREMANTLE"
nYk TOOMBA "VICTORIA"

(c) Proposed Movementsi

(1) "GOULBURN" "GEILONG" escorting Convoy BT55 (8 MV) to depart 
Caloundra 1600/27,

(li) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Kahili - 3 Liberators attacked Xahlll 0145-0315/26 starting 
... 'f̂ Tro’s

(2) Buka - It is reported 26/4 that 60 damaged aircraft have
returned to Buka during the past tw> aonths. Consider able 
barge activity is reported through Buka Passage to Numa Nutaa

via Tinputz Harbour* ,.
(3) Koloffibancara-Western New Georgia Bases -• A vessel larger than ^  

— a 'barge Is  reported to nave pa a seel" ©%at through Blackett Strait
during the night 24-25/5, and to have returned westward at 
0200/25. This may have been a submarine engaged in supplying 
the Japanese bases in this area. At 1700/26 one possible 
corvette and one cargo vessel left Faisi on a course*
This may indicate that the enemy is again attempting to run 
supplies to M s  Eolombangara - Western New Georgia bases by 
means of surface craft. No sightings of surface vessels 
proceeding on this mission have been made since early in tne 
month. On 6/4 a force of five vessels proceeded to the 
Kolombangara area, and on 7/4 one corvette and one tranapor 
left Faisi on a S*E* course, but the escort shortly afterward 
returned to Faisi leaving the transport proceeding on 
course. Another report states that a road has been established 
linking Bairoko said Kokengolo, although there has not yet been 

a  any truck traffic. This road should enable the enemy to run
supplies into Kula Gulf from whence they could be transported
via this road to MUnda.

(4) Solomon a-Barge Activity .-«> A barge was heard proceeding towards
Vi'-u Harbour night 24/4 . Four barges were Sighted taking 
Japanese off Rendova I si and, and four barges were reported 
active around the south and south western coast of Kolombangara

Island night 25/4*
(5 ) Kavieng ARea - A convoy of 8 vessels comprising an* - 

  1 x 10,000 tonecargo vessel
1 x 7000 tons 
3 x 4000 tons
1 x 3000 ton

escorted by 2 sub. chasers „_^0
were sighted 22 miles W.S.W, of Kavieng on course ^70 ,
speed 10 knots at 1400/26*

One 10,000 ton cargo vessel with one gunboat as escort
was sighted 3 miles W. by S. of Cape Matanalsm, New Hanover, 
speed 12-15 knots, course 210°, half an hour previously*

In Kavieng anchorages at 1400/26 one 3 ,000 ton 
one 7,000 ton cargo vessel were sighted, the latter possibly

on a reef* ^
The "AOBA" class cruiser previously reported oeaohed

and damaged on the north shore of Baudissen Island was 
sunk near shore east of Kulaunus Island (just north of Baudissen 
Island). This is a visual report, but the aircraft report

2 -



* the change in position of the ”A0BArt class cruiser, and
Captain Fife, TJ.S.N. who was in the aircraft verified all 
naval identifications,

(6) Rabaul - Badly blurred photographs taken 0935-0945/26 in which
little detail was visible reveal probably -

1 light cruiser
8 destroyers
3 submarines (one large, two small)
2 destroyer tenders 
1 submarine tender

23 merchant vessels (totalling 110,000 tens) 
ships

One large cargo vessel was also sighted north of Rabaul 
proceeding north. The last complete photo reconnaissance 
of Rabaul 22/4 revealed 46 vessels Including 27 merchant 
vessels and 2 tankers. The convoy of 8 vessels sighted 22 
miles TS.S.W, of Kavieng proceeding west at 1400/26 may have 
been from Rabaul,

(7) Cape Orford - A further s it t in g  of a submarine proceeding north
pas'tTape Orford was made at 0550/26, The last sighting of a 
submarine in this area was at 0710/24 also proceeding north,

(8) Gasmata - One Zero and one unidentified aircraft, both unservice-
able, were sighted at Gasmata a.m, 25 /4 . Reconnaissances a.m, 
25/4 and 26/4 reported the strip serviceable,

(9) Wewak - Photos 1000/26 reveal -
2 coastal vessels
3 power boats 

35 barges
in Wewak Harbour. There is a concentration of stores in the 
wharf area and native village. 44 fighters (including 10 
unserviceable), 2 medium (one unserviceable) and 2 light bombers 
were on Wewak aerodrome where one probable dummy fighter remains 
and work continues on the runway and revetments. At But there 
were 11 fighters including 10 twin-engined of which two were 
unserviceable. Work continues on the runway.

At Dagua, where only partial coverage was effected, nil 
aircraft were visible, New supplies were seen and three 
revetments completed end one other started.

(10) Mubo Area - With reference to the attack on an enemy position
on the northern slope of Lababia Ridge a.m, 24/4, allied troops 
were compelled to withdraw owing to strong Japanese defences 
and dense undergrowth. Our losses were 6 killed and 8 wounded, 
The enemy made an unsuccessful attempt to encircle our troops 
during their wl thdrawal.

. NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 32 00/27;

(1) "LATR0B3" escorting “MATTHEW FLINDERS” "AEAGNA" "YARRA" deo,
Thursday Island 0211/23 for Darwin, was due 1130/27*

(2) 3 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "WILCAMNIA" "INVERELL" ML.815
Merchant Vessels: nJAMES COOK" "ISLANDER"

Merauke - Jar ships & Aux. - "WARREGO" FORCEFUL”

. SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/27:

(1) "LARK" wqs due Fremantle 1030/27 from Ean outh Gulf,
(2) "TJERK HIDDES” departed Fremantle 25/4 to RV with "GOLD STAR"

and escort to Fremantle ETA 0900/27•

- 3 -



Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TROMP" "VAN HSEMSKERK
"PELIAS" "ISABEL" "HORSHAM1 "DUBBO" "WALLAROO" 
"OTUS" "CHILDS" YP.286 YP.288 

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "W.B.HlESTONr <tHERON" K.12
"WHIPPOORWILL"

(b) Id Harbour:

4, EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORGES

(a) At 3ea to 12Q0/27:

(1) "COLAC" "BALLARAT" escorting Convoy PG48 (6 MV) were to depart
Caloundra 1200/27,

(2) "CHEVREUIL" esoorting "CAP TARIPA" "CAPITAINE 3LLIAQUE" enrout®
Noumea to Sydney, was due 0900/27,

(5) "CHANTICLEER" "SC*739" "SC .751" departed Sydney 0812/26 for
Fremantle via Adelaide for fuel 1TA Adelaide 1730/29*

(4) "STUART" escorting "HERMITAGE" (for Bombay) was to depart Port
Phillip 1400/26. "STUART" to escort to 39°25»S 140°E.

(5) "MILDURA* "TOWNSVILLE escorting Convoy 0090 (11 MV) ETA Port
Keabla 1800/27, Sydney 2359/S7, Newcastle 0800/28.

(6) "KALGOORLIE" escorting Convoy PC91 departed Port Phillip
2219/26 to RV in Wilson’ s Promontory area with 
"BUNDABERG" "DOOMSA" escorting Cpnvoy C091; ETA 
Convoy PC91 Port Kembla 1800/29, Sydney 2359/29, 
Newcastle 08CO/30»

{b) In Harbour;

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - *LS TRICKPHANT" "MORESBY"
"WARRNAMBOOL" "H.T.ALLEN" "DELORAINE" " YANDRA" 
"BENDIGO19 "XYBRA" "GliAD STONE" SC,741 12 LCI 
"WANGANELLA" (Hospital Ship)

(Repairing) "PATTERSON" "FLETCHER" "NICHOLAS" "NEPAL"
"VAN GALEN” "ALEENA" "MANUNDA" (Hospital Ship) 
"WHITNEY"

(On Reserve) "WESTRALIA" "KANIMBLA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux, - "MANOCRA" "ATREUS" "ALSEY"

"ABRAHAM CRIJNSSEN"
(Refitting) "QUIBERCSf"

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AV?)
(2) At Esoiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS

NASHVILLE LEANDER SAN DIEGO (CL) LANSDOWNE STRONG 
RUSSELL B'BANNON RADFORD MAURY HOPKINS WARD LARDNER 
FARENHOLT McCALLA (DD) TREVER (DM) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) 
ATHENE (APV) THORNTON (AVD) HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) MA NLSY(APD) 
DIXIE (AD) FYRO (AS) VESTAL (AR) ALCEIBA ALGORAB 
CELENO(AK) NEOSHO SABINE PLATTE PATUXENT TAPPAHANNOCK 
WHIP ST OCX (AO) CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY DRAYTON PERKINS CONYNGHAM SMITH 
McCALL FANNING CASE CRAVEN LA MS ON (DD) ENGADINE (APV) 
PROMETHEUS (AR) ARC-ONKE (AC-) McCAWLEY (AP) MAJABA MERCURY 
TALAMANCA CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) TRYGN (APH)
PECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER ADROIT (AM)
PAWNEE (AT) HOLLY (YN) S,31 (S3) ARD.2 KIWI (a/ s Vessel) 
SC.518.

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SOHOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (AP) S M OA (AM)



(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL
VIREO (AM] LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT)
ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS) 
ERSKINE PHELPS (AO)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON WALLER 
PHILIP RENSHAW (DD) BALLARD (AV) LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE 
NESCEES (AO) ROASER PC,476 PC*479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(8) At Nandi - COPAHEE (ACV) , %
(9) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) PINCKNEY (AX) SOLACE (AH)

(10) At Wellington - TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) MOUNT VERNON

Eastern Australian Coast - Further to the report of the attack 
— on "KUHiairaA" Sb mI"Ie"a'~N.5 . of Sandy Cape Light, it is noŵ  

reportad that the vessel was struck by one torpedo on each 
side and sank wi thin l£ minutes. Survivors saw two large 
submarines surface, one on each sid#, about half an hour 
after "KOWARRA” sank.

In the attack on "LIMERICK" in convoy 100 miles S.S.E* 
of Brisbane, two members of the crew are reported missing.
The convoy reached port safely*

A Catalina reported sighting a submarine 56 miles 
E .N .E . of Port Jackson at 0140/27, and at 0435/27 ”MILDURA” 
in company with “TOWNSVILLE” escorting Convoy PC90 from 
Wilson’ s Promontory area to Port Xembla, Sydney and Newcastle, 
reported an unsuccessful submarine attack on the convoy* 54 
miles N.E. by N. Twofold Bay.

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W .P.A.
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea - S.W. coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands*

(2) Increased submarine activity including transportation,
reconnaissance and offensive operations, in all 
theatres.

CRESCENT CITY (A?)

NAVAL INCIDENTS

ENEMY’S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C . 
cTTrT^., ' C T .'C T '.’

27/4/43
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MOST SECRET

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

26*4 *43

PART I I .

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE 

1 . SOUTHWEST & SOUTH PACIFIC

ALLIED FORGES ENEMY FORCES

South West Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks*
Solomons

BB

CV

w
xcv

ACV

CA

CL

XCL

DD x
x

x
n
x

x
X

AUSTRALIA

HOBART

ARUNTA
IVARRAMUNGA
LE TRIOMPHANT
SELFRIDGE
PATTERSON
HELM
HENLEY
BAGLEY
STUART
VENDETTA
RALPH TALBOT
VAN GALEN
QUIB3R0N
NEPAL
MUGFORD
NICHOLAS
FLETCHER
JENKINS

x

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA

CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE

PHOENIX
HONOLULU
HELENA
ST,LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN

Approx 45

Non-effective

YAMATO (poss,Empire)
MUSASEI
MUTSU
KONGO
HARTJNA
NAGATO

ZUIXAKU

HITAKA
HAYATAKA
ZUIHO

ATAGO 
TAKAO 
CHOEAI 
HAGURO 
KUMANO 
TONE 
TIKUMA 

x AOBA

AGAHO 
JINTSU 
SENDAI 
KATORI 
KASEIMA 
NAGARA 
ISUZTJ 

KINU 
x KUMA

Approx 40

- 1 •



I S S t e ^ s f c U o n )  S o u th

V

V-------------------------------------------------
Truk-JaL uit-BIsmarcks- 

Solomons

S .31 

At Brisbane

1

AMBERJACK )
GRAMPUS )

JJRAXBACK )
GROWLER 
TRITON 
TUNA

AL BAG ORE )
DRUM )
GATO }
GREENLING ) On Patrol
gr on PS R }
GBAHDFISH ) 
ffiTO )

X .9

XAV/XCVS

PT 25

APA/APDAkA H.T.ALLEN 
MANOORA

*  W3STRALIA
*  KAN IM3LA

At Sydney

CURTISS
TANGIER

Approx 30

10 A PA 
15 APD 
6 AKA

AS or XAS

AD

AR

PULTON

DOBBIN
tffHITMY

AIRCRAFT (N.E.Area Only)

^R h ters  
M/Bombers 
SS/Bombers 
Plying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport a / c

DIXIE

PROMETHEUS
VESTAL
RIGEL

*  Non-effective

#

Approx 30

C HITOSE 
AKITSUSHIMA

3

?

3 or mtr e 

?

?

205
101
16
15
52
23



2. CENTRAL a ciF ic

ALLIED FORCES

cv

WORTH CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
PENN SYLVANIA 
NEVADA

*  WEST VIRGINIA
*  CilFORHIA
*  TENNESSEE

VICTORIOUS

xcg

ACV

CA

OCA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

SS

m -

LONG ISLAND

NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAHEE

LOUISVILLE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA 
SALT LAEE CITY 
NEW OR LEA! S

*  MINNEAPOLIS 
x PENSACOLA 
x PORTLAND 
x IKDIANAF OLIS

RICHMOND
RALEIGH
DETROIT

20 approx 

40 approx

NORTHERN PACIFIC

CA

CL

XCL

DD

SS

CONCORD
TRENTON

10

10

x Mon-effective

ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA

ENEMY FORCES (Empire)

x SHOKAKU
HOSEO (Training Ship)

RYUHO

UNYO 
CHUYO 

x OTAKA

SUZUYA 
NA CHI
1 unidentified 

x ASEIGARA

3 - 6

ABIHOJMA
TAMA

2

NISSHIN
KAMOI

3

Approx 16 

approx 30

KISO

2

Approx 4 

Apjr ox 10



ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

South West Pacific 
(Western Section) Eastern Fleet Area East Indies - Philippines

BB

CV

CA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

DD

SS

ADELAIDE 
VAN HSEMSKERK

CHILDS
HERON
W.B.PRESTON 

TROM P
T JERK HIDDES

WARSPITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX 
DEVONSHIRE 
haw m s
FRQBISEER

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
KENYA
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
ARETHUSA
CERES •
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
CAHADOO

ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE 

C HITRAL
nm pura
R A SC HI
W RCEST3RSHIRE 

ALBATROSS

GRENADIER )
GUDGEON )
THRESHER ) On Patrol

Approx 27

9

TROUT
K .12

GAR
TAMBOR
TAUTOG

)
Afe Exmfcuth Gulf 

)
) At Freman tie 
)

AS or XAS

AIRCRAFT

PELIAS 

(N.W,AREA ONLY)

Fighters 
M/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport a/ c

No recent intelligence. 
Present location uncertain.

KASHI I
01
KITAGAMI

*  NAT OR I

Jl NOT ORO

Approx 12 

10

108
74
3
28
22

Ji Non-effective
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British —  MOST SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
SOUTH W EST PACIFIC AREA  

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY N A V A L S U M M A R Y

Part I: Allied and Enemy A ctivity

4 0 fart 11: Allied and Ene^ $ f t lckg£fet,tleL945

No. Date:

P A R T  “ XT

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1)

( 2 )
(3)
(4)

(5)

(6 )

(7)

( 8 )

(9)
( 10)

( U )

( 12)

(13)

(14)

ONG” escorting Convoy BT55 ("CALEDON” 
ETA 2300/29; "ATOM"™  For~Mackay ETA
T DBD » 4 w n  MT EH A *m TT  -TTTStflW AMfiP A «

(a) At Sea to 1200/28:

”BAGLET" "GOULBURN" "GEELONG"
for Rockhampton ETA _____ . __ _ _ _
1600/30; "H.R.HELPER” towing ML.814, "REIJUST" "COMARA* 
”Y0CHGW” "CHARON” "JANSSENS "E .R .SILL” for Townsville 
ETA 1600/l) departed Caloundra 2220/27*

"WHYALLA" on survey duty.
"SUMNER” ”SC.744” "SC.749” on survey duty vicinity Deboyne Is .
"BUNBURY” escorting "JAPARA" departed Milne Bay 0304/27 for 

Bell Bell.
"BOWEN" escorting "THEDENS" was to depart Milne Bay 0200/28 for 

Oro Bay ETA 2300/28.
"WARREGO" departed Thursday Island 0910/27 for Townsville ETA 

1600/29.
"AASE MAERSK” departed Townsville 0638/25 for Brisbane, was due 

0900/2B .
"LITRGOW" escorting tug "RESERVE" towing "GORGON” to Brisbai e 

ETA 30 /4 .
"TULSA" towing 2 PT*s departed Cairn3 0900/27 for Milne Bay.
"GLEKEL0" escorting Convoy TN79 ("PATRAS") departed Townsville 

2256/25 for Milne Bay ETA 1600/28.
"VENDETTA” escorting Convoy TN80 (”TAR00NA” ) departed Townsville 

1800/26 for L'filrie Bay’ liTA 1400/28.
"SC .750" escorting Convoy TN81 ("HENRY D.THOREAU” ) departed 

Townsville 0201/2? for Port Moresby ETA 0900/29.
"YMS.10” "YMS.46" departed Caloundra 1717/26 to search for

survivors of "KOWARRA” sunk 35 miles N .E. daily Cape.
7 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay

Port Moresby -

Thursday Is. 
Cairns

Warships & Aux. ~ 
Merchant Vessels: 
Warships & Aux. -

Merchant Vessels: 
Small Craft 
Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels : 
Small Craft 
Warships & Aux. - 
Warships & Aux. -

"BROOME”
"VAN SWOLL"
"GYMPIE" "SHEPPARTON" YP.291 
YMS.49 IMS.50 "HILO” 15 PT»S 

"VAN HEUTSZ" "BONTEKOE""StARTENHONDT 
Approx 50
HDML.1074 HDML.1161

"DAVID BUSHNELL” ”HENRY DEARBORN" 
Approx 20

"CASTLEMAIME" YP.280 YMS.9 6 PT’ s 
"SWAN” "ECHUCA" "KAPUNDA" "PLATYPUS”
2 PT»s refitting

- 1 -



Family Is .

Townsville

Mackay
Gladstone
Maryborough
Brisbane

Warships Sc Aux. -

warships &. Aux. -

Warships & Aux, - 
Warships & Aux. - 
Warships k Aux. - 
Warships & Aux. - 

YP.233 YMS.11 
SC. 740 SC. 746

"AUSTRALIA” "HOBART" " SELFRIDGE" 
"HELM" "HENLEY” "RALPH TALBOT" 
"MUGFORD" PC *1121 SC. 738 SC. 747 
"KURUKBA" "YUNNAN" (A. S. I . 3)

SC .745
"WAGGA" "MERKUR" YMS.51 YMS.52 
"PIRIE" "ROCKHAMPTON"
" JENKINS" "FULTON" "POYANG" (ASIS) 
YMS. 47 YMS.48 YMS. 53 YMS.71 
SC.748 PC.1119 YD0.2 LST.452 
ML.425 ML.426 ML.817 "CENTAUR"

(Repairing,

(1)

( 2 )
(3)

(4)

(5)

(6 )

(7)

( 8 )

(9)

(10 )

(11 )

(1 2)

5 LCIs ML.424 
(Hospital Ship)

Trials etc) - "WARRAMUNGA* "ARUNTA" "FREMANTLE" 
"KATOOMBA* "VICTORIA"

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

New Georgia - At 1300/25 enemy aircraft dropped 5 bombs and 
— strafed a village on Gatukai Is . (S.W. extremity New Georgia* 

Group). It is recalled that 10 enemy bombers and 20 fighters 
were Intercepted Buraku {or Murray I s . ) by 4 Corsairs at 
1215/25 and the enemy formation was turned back.

A small warshiid and a steamer were seen proceeding east 
through Blackett Strait early a.m. 27 /4 . These 2 vessels are 
orobably those reported as a possible corvette and a cargo 
vessel which left Faisi oxks. for the S .S . at 1700/26.

Vila was bombed at 0325/27 by part of the force of 12 
Liberators which attacked Buin. Fires were started which 
were still burning at 1100/27.

Rekata Bay - At 1900/26 2 aircraft landed at Rekata Bay.
3hort lands - Kahili and Ballale were heavily attacked during 

the early hours 27/4 by 5 Fortresses and 12 Liberators.
Kavieng - Reconnaissance 1330/27 sighted 2 cargo vessels (3000 
— & 4000 tons) in the Kavieng area. Both vessels were riding 

low In the water and thought to be fully loaded. Many small 
boats were seen in Kavieng Harbour*

But - At 1105/27 a small wooden vessel was seen 5 miles west of 
— Tarawa! Is. (10 miles N .S .E . But). The vessel which appeared 

to be loaded with fuel was strafed.
partial photographs of But aerodrome at 1000/27 show

3 twin-engined fighters, one Zero and one other unidentified 
aircraft. Work continues on the aerodrome.

Dagua (between Wewak and But) - Photographs 1000/27 show work 
continuing on an aerodrome at Dagua but the serviceability 
of the strip is doubtful,

Wewak - Photographs 1000/27 showi«
— Wewak Harbour - 2 large power boats, 11 eoastal vessels and

31 landing barges*
Wewak aerodrome - 37 fighters, one medium bomber, 2 light

bombers.
Boram aerodrome - 3 fighters, one possible light bomber..

Bogia - Photographs 27/4 show 2 landing barges at the jetty in 
Sogla Harbour and constructional activity on A,A. positions, 

Lae - Labu Lagoon was searched and strafed for possible barges 
concealed on the shore by 6 Beaufighters 0905-0920/27,

Mubo - Enemy positions on Greens Hill were bombed and strafed 
T500-1015/27 by 3 Bostons.

Morobe - Probably one enemy aircraft dropped bombs at Morobe^ 
aTU 200/27 , Regular nightly enemy air activity is reported 
in this area.

Cape Ward Hunt - At 0200/27 an allied patrol craft waa 
unsuccessfully bombed near Cape Ward Hunt*



2. NORTH WESTERN AREA

U )  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/28;

(1) 3 submarines on patrol*

(h) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships k Aux. - "WILCANNIA" "INVERELL" "LATROBE" ML,81!
Merchant Vessels: "JAMES COOK8 "ISLANDER” "ALAGNA"

"MATTHEW FLINDERS” "YARRA"

(ii)  ENEMY FORCES

(1) NabIre (southernmost shore Geelvink Bay) - A fair usable
strip was sighted near Nabire at 1130/27 and motor transport 
was seen on the runway although no aircraft were observed,

Kal la. - At 1025/27 2 cargo ships of 3-4,000 tons each were 
sighted and attacked 50 miles N.W. by N* of Dobo course 145° 
apparently heading for Dobo, A direct hit was scored on the 
larger vessel and also a near miss,

(3) E . Timor - 3 enemy fighters intercepted 3 B,25*s over the eastern 
tip of Timor at 0555/27,

3 , SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/28:

(1) "WILLIAM B,PRESTON” departed Exmouth Gulf 26/4 for Fremantle
was due 1200/28,

(2) "TROMP" departed Fremantle 1305/27 to RV with and escort
•’TRINITY" to Fremantle,

(3) "TJERR HIDDES" escorting "GOLD STAR" was due Fremantle 1100/28,

(b) In Harbour:

Premantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "VAN HEEMSKERK"
"BE LIAS" "ISABEL" "HORSHAM" "DUBBO" "WALLAROO" 
"OTUS" "CHILDS" "LARK" YP,286 YP.288 

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "HERON" "WHIPPOORWILL" K.12

4 , EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/28:

(1) "BALLARAT" "YMS.70" escorting Convoy PG48 (.6 MV) departed
Caloundra 1600/27 ETA Sydney 0600/30. "COLAC" dep* 
Brisbane 1731/27 to overtake and join Convoy PG48.

(2) "CHEVREUIL" escorting "CAP TARIPA" "CAPITAINE itLIAQfe^ was
to depart Newcastle dawn 28/4 for Sydney.

(3) "WARRNAMBOOL" departed Sydney 1907/27* "DELORAINE" departed
Sydney 2141/27» "YANDRA" departed Sydney 0306/28: 
all to render assistance to "LYDIA M.CHILD" torpedoed 
position 33°08»S, 153°24»E,

(4) "CHANTICLEER" "SC.739" "SC ,751" departed Sydney 0812/26 for
Premantle via Adelaide for fuel ETA Adelaide 1730/29.

(5) "STUART" "BUNDABERG” "KALGOORLIE" "BINGERA" escorting Convoy
PC91 (7 MV) for Port Kembla ETA 1800/29, Sydney 2359/29 
and Newcastle 0800/30,

(6) "MILDURA" "TOWNSVILLE" ML,429 ML.818 escorting Convoy 0C90.
(7) ML,427 was to depart Sydney a.m. 28/4 for Brisbane,

— 3 »



Sydney - Warahips & Aux. - ^ E  TRICMPHAKT" "MORESBY"
"H.T.ALLEN" "BENDIGO" "KYBRA" '‘GLADSTONE"
SC.741 12 LCI "WANGAHELLA" (Hospital Ship) 

(Repairing) "PATTERSON" "FL3.TCHER" "NICHOLAS'* "NEPAL"
"VAN GALEN" "ALHENA" "MANUKDA" (Hospital Ship) 
"WHITNEY"

(On Reserve) "WESTRALIA" "EANIMBLA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - aMANOOFA" "ATREUS" "ALSEY"

"ABRAHAM CRIJNSSEN" "DOOMBA"
(Refitting) "QUIBERON"

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

N.S.W , Coast - Afc 0435/27 enemy submarine activity was evidenced 
— In' posTEIon 36o20fS 150°31«E (54 mlfes HE by H. of Twofold Bay) 

when an unsuccessful torpedo attaok*dwas reported by "M3XDURA" 
on a convoy in this position.

At 1845/27 "LYDIA M.CHILD" was torpedoed in position 
33 °08 ’ S 153°24'E (approx 83 miles E. by S. of Newcastle) - see 
Naval Incidents*

Submarine sightings in the vicinity of the attack on 
"LYDIA M,CHILD" were reported by aircraft &a follows

0152/27 - 33°31*S 152°59»E (70 m i l e s  bearing 120® from
Newcastle)

2026/27 - 33°25IS 153°10'E (75 miles bearing 115° from
Near castle)

0112/28 - 32°41*S 153°22«S (80 miles bearing 80° from
Newcastle},

Relating these reports with the attacks on shipping 
on 24th 3c 26th April in t he area, it would appear likely that 
one or two submarines are ope rating between Brisbane and 
Capricorn Channel, another one or two between Sydney and Brisbane 
and yet another south of Sydney#

(b) In Harbour t

B. SOOTH PACIFIC AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vsnikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Espirltu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS

NASHVILLE LEAHDER SAN DIEGO (CL) LANSDOWN3 STRONG 
RUSSELL O ’BANNON RADFORD MAURY HOPKINS WARD LARDNER 
FARENHOLT McCALLA (DD) TREVER (EM) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) 
ATHENE (APV) THORNTON (AVT) HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) MANLEY (APD) 
DIXIE (AD) PYRD (AE) VESTAL (AR) AIQ5IBA ALGORAB 
CELENO (AK) NEOSHO SABINE PLATO PATUXENT TAPPAHANNOCK 
WHIPSTOCK (AO) CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY WOOD1CRTH DRAYTON PERKINS CONYNGHAM 
SMITH McCALL FANNING CASE CRAVEN LAMSON (DD)
ENGADINS (APV) PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AG) McCAWLEY (AP) 
KAJABA MERCURY TALAMANCA CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) 
TRYON (APH) PECOS SUAMICC CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER 
ADROIT (AM) PAWNEE (AT) EOLLY (YN) 3 .31 (SS) ARD*2 
KIWI (A/S Vessel) SC.51B

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (AP) SAMOA (AM)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN NIAGARA (PS) 30B0LINK RAIL

VIREO (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) i?ANDANK (YT) ORTOLAN (ASR} 
MENOMINEE (AT) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AOS) ERSKINE- 
PHELPS (AO) _____

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB} COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SANGAMON SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON 
TvALLAER PHILIP FEN SHAW LANG WILSON CONY CONWAY (DD) 
BALLARD (AV) LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE HESCHES (AO) ROAMER 
PC.476 PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK (A03)

•  4 -



(8) At Nandi - COPAHEE (ACV)
- ^ 9 )  At Auckland - EBONY (YN) PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)

a o )  At Wellington * TAYLOR (DD) TRACY (DM) SHELttRAKE (AM) MOUNT VERNON 
CRESCENT CITT (AP) LIBRA (AK)

NAVAL INCIDENTS

ttLYDIA M.CHILD" reported at 1845/27 that she had 
been torpedoed in position 33°08»S 153°24«E (83 miles E. by
S. of Sydney). Air searches up to midnight 27/4 failed to 
locate the vessel. "WARRNAMBOOL” ’’DELORAINE” £ "YANDRA" and
tug ’’SPRIGHTLY" have been d espatched from Sydney*

ENEMY’ S PROBSBLE NEXT MOTE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W .P.A .
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea - S.if. coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Increased submarine activity Including transportation,
reconnaissance and offensive operations, in all 
theatres.

For DIRECTOR O .O .I .C . 
G.H. Q. i 5.,i.? . A.

28/4/43

5 **



MOST SECRET

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART I I .

Y

AIL IEP & ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE 

1 . SOUTHWEST & SOUTH PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES

27*4,43

ENEMY FORCES

South West Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific Truk-Jaluit-BiSma’ cks* 

Solomons

BB

CV

e ?

ACV

CA

CL

XCL

DD

AUSTRALIA

HOBART

* ARUNTA
x WARRAMUNGA 

LE TRIOMPHANT 
SELFRIDGE 

x PATTERSON 
HELM 
HENLEY 
BAGLEY 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
RALPH TALBOT 

£ VAN GALEN
* QUIBERON 
X  NEPAL

MUGFORD
*  NICHOLAS
*  FLETCHER 

JENKINS
x

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA

CHENANGO
5ANDAM0N
SUWANNEE

PHOENIX
HONOLULU
HELENA
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUUN

Approx 45

YAMATO (poss. Empire)
MUSASHI 
MUTSU 
KONGO 
EARUNA
NAGATO r

ZUIKAKU

HITAKA
EAYATIKA
SUIHO

ATAGO 
TAKAO 
CHOKAI 
HAGURO 
KUMANO 
TONE 
TIKUMA 

*  AO BA

AGMO 
JINTSU 
SENDAI 
KATORI 
KASHIMA 
NAGARA 
ISUZU 
KINU 

x KUMA

Approx 40

Non-effective



South West Pacific South Pacific Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-
(Eastern Section) Solomons

SS AMBER JACK
GRAMPUS
GREENLING
GROWLER
TRITON
TUNA

ALBACOKE
DRUM
GATO
GRATBACK
GROUPER
OUAHDFISH
PETO

K.9

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

%
apa / apd / aka

25

H.T.ALLEN 
MANOORA 

it WESTRALIA 
X KANTMBLA

AS or XAS FULTON

ad

AR

DOBBIN 
*  WHITNEY

S .31

At Brisbane

)
)
) On Patrol
)
)

Approx 30

At Sydney

AIRCRAFT (N.E. Area Only)
""" 1" 11 1 -’■y _

Fighters 
M/Bombers 
SE/Bombers 

Allying Boats 
floatplanes 

Transport a / c

CURTISS
TANGIER

Approx 30

10 APA 
15 APD 

8 AKA

DIXIE

PROMETHEUS
VESTAL
RIGEL

CHITOSE
AKITSUSEIMA

3

?

3 or more 

?

205
101
16
15
52
23

x Non-effective



2 . CENTRAL PACIFIC
~ /

ALL HE' FORCES

BB * - NORTH CAROLINA 
—  IDAHO

MISSISSIPPI 
KSW MEXICO 
PENNSYLVANIA
BTfV ATjA

A  *  WEST VIRGINIA 
W  *  CALIFORNIA 

*  TENNESSEE

* .

ENEMY FORCES (Empire)

ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA

CV VICTORIOUS *  SHQKAKU
HOSHO (Training Ship)

XCV LONG ISLAND RYUHO

ACV 3iASSAU 
ALTAMHA 
COPAHEE

UNTEO
CHUYO 

*  OTAKA

CA

•

LOUISVILLE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA 
SALT LAKE CITY 
I3EW ORLEANS 

■ MINNEAPOLIS 
x FEW SAC OLA 
3t PORTLAND 
*  INDIANAPOLIS

SUZUYA
NACHI
1 unidentified

36 A SKI GAR A

OCA » 3 - 6

CL RICHMOND
RALEIGH
DETROIT

ABUKUMA
TAMA

XCL - 2

AV/CVS NISSHIN 
KAMO I

XAV/XCVS ? 3

DD 20 approx approx 16

SS 40 approx approx 30

w -----

3. NORTHERN PACIFIC

CA - -

CL CONCORD
TRENTON

KISO

XCL - 2

DD 10 approx 4

SS 10
JL

approx 10

•
»  Non-effective

.  3 -



4 . EAST INDIES - INDIAN OCEAN

ENEMY FORCES

South West Pacific 
(Western Section)

Eastern Fleet Area East Indies - Philippines

CV

CA

CL

% r

XCL

AV/CVS

DD

SS

« r

ADELAIDE 
VAN HEEMSKERK

CHILDS
HERON
W.B. PRESTON 

TROMP
T JERK 2IDDES

WARSPITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

4 ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSES 
DEVOSSHIRE 
HAWKINS 
FROBISHER

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
KENYA
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
ARBTEuJSA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
CARADOC

ALAUMA
CARTHAGE
CHITRAL
RAHPURA
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

ALBATROSS

Appinsx 27

GRENAEIER ) 9

PUDGE Mf ) on patrol
THRESffER }
TROTH )
K+l2 At Eaaaouth Gulf

GAR
T A M2 OR 
TAI'fOO

AS or XAS PELIAS

AIRCRAFT (M.S. Area Only)

Fighters 
M/Bombera 
Flying Boats 
Floatplaaes 
Transport A/C

)
) At Fremantle 

)

4  No recent intelligence.
Present location uncertain*

KASHII 
01
KITAGAMI 

*  NATORI

x NOTORO.

Approx 12 

10

108
74
3

36
22

*  Non-effective



C . O . T . C .
British —  M OST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQU AR TERS 

SOU TH  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY N A V A L S U M M A R Y

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 402 Date: 29th April,1943

P A R T  I.

A. SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA 

B  (i) AILIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/29:

(1) Task Force 74 ("AUSTRALIA" "HOBART” "SELFRIDGE” "HELM" "HENLOT"
"MUGFORD" "RALPH TALBOT") departs Family Island for 
Palm Island 29 /4 .

(2) "BAGLEY" MGOULBURN" "GEELONG" escorting Convoy BT55 ("CALEDON"
for Rockhampton ETA 2300/29| "ALLArAk for Mackay ETA 
1800/30? "H.R. HELPER" towing ML.814, "REIJUST" *C0MARA" 
"YOCHCW" "CHARON" "JANSSENS" "E .R .SILL" for Townsville 
ETA lSQ©/l) departed Caloundra 2220/27.

(3) "WHYALLA" on survey duty.
(4) " SUMMER" "SC .744" "SC. 749" on survey duty vicinity Deboyne Is.
(5) "BROGHE" escorting "VAN S#0LL" en route Milne Bay from Oro Bay.
(6) "GYMPIE" escorting "BONTEKOE" departed Milne Bay 0917/28 for

Townsville ETA 0700/1 May.
(7) "WARREGO" departed Thursday Island 0910/27 for Townsville ETA

1600/29.
(8) "WAGGA" YMS.51 YMS.52 escorting "MERKUR" "AASE MAERSK" "HANYANG" 

"MULIAKA" from Gladstone to Brisbane ETA 0700/30.
(9) ML.425 ML.426 departed Brisbane 1707/28 to RV with "LITHGCW" 

escorting tug "RESERVE" towing "GORGON" to Brisbane 
ETA 30 /4 .

(10) "TULSA" towing 2 PT*s departed Cairns 0900/27 for Milne Bay.
(11) SC .745 was to depart Townsville 0300/29 for Milne Bay ETA 

1900A  May.
(12) SC.750 escorting Convoy TN81 ("HENRY D.THOREAU") departed 

Townsville" 0251/27”'for Port Moresby ETA 0900/29.
(13) X .7 3 8  escorting Convoy TN82 ("KURUMBA") was to depart Townsville 

2200/28 for Port Moresby ETA 0800/l May.
(14) 8 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour t

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay

Port Moresby -

Thursday Is# •

Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels: 
Viarships & Aux. -

Merchant Vessels: 
Small Craft 
T^Jarships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels:

Small Craft 
Warships & Aux. -

- 1 -

"BOvV'EN"
"THEDENS"
"VENDETTA" " SHEPPARTOK" "BUNBUHY" 
YP.291 YMS.49 YMS.50 "HILO"
15 PT»s

"TAROONA" "VAN HEUTSZ" "JSatXxSSSJtaitt" 
Approx 50
EDML.1074 HDML.1161

"DAVID BUSHNELL" "HENRY DEARBORN" 
"SWARTENHONDT"
Approx 80

"CA3TLEMAINE" YP.280 YMS.9 6 PT«



V cairns - Warships & Aux. - "SWAN" "ECHUGA" BKAPUHDA"
"PLATYPUS" 2 PTs refitting 

Townsville —  Warships & Aux. - PC.1121 3C.747 " YUNHAN" (ASIS) 
Maryborough - Warships & Aux, - "PIRIE" "ROCKHAMPTON"
Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "JENKINS" "FULTON" "POYANG"(ASIS)

YP# 235 YMS.10 YMS.11 YMS.46 YMS. 47 YMS.48 
YMS.53 YMS,71 SG.740 SC.746 SC.748 PC.1119 
YDG.2 LST.452 5 LCIs ML.424 ML.425 ML.426 
ML.817 "CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship)

(Rsoairing, Trials etc) - ”WA3RAMUNGA" "ARUNTA" * FREMANTLE"
"HAT00MBA" "VICTORIA"

(c) ProDosed Movements;
i hi ~ii i i—  i ii- it- --f~------ — ■ —....... —  ■

(1) Convoy TN83 ("VAN SPILBERGEN") departs Townsville 1200/29 for
Port Moresby. To RV with "ECHUCA" off Fitzroy Island 
at 0600/30. "ECHUCA" to escort to Port Moresby ETA 
1600/2 May.

(2) "BAGLEY" to oroeeed at 1800/29 so as to arrive position 27°31*S
157 37 '1  at 1200/30 to meet and escort "VUILLARD A. 
HOLBROOK" to Brisbane,

(3) "GODLBUSN" to be detached from Convoy BT55_when "DUNTROON" is
met approx 1230/29 In position 23°12, S 152035*E and 
escort "DUNTROON" to Brisbane.

(4) "GEELONG" to RV with Convoy TS34 approx 0900/30 vicinity Percy
Islands and es'corz to §risbane.

(ii) ENBdY FORCES

(1) Wide Bay - 7 enemy fighters intercepted a reconnaissance
Fortress over Wide Bay at 0810/28,

At 1615/28 an enemy submarine was s ift e d  off Cape 
Orford on a southerly course.

(2) Gasmata - Photographs show that the antenna mast of the W/x 
— SEaiTon at Gasmata was destroyed when a Fortress attacked

at 1713/27.
(3) lievak - Ts© reconnaissances a.m. 28/4 reported one small cargo 

— vessel probably about 1,000 tons in Wewak Harbour and another
vessel of the same size in the area which was reported at 1010 
to be leaving the harbour towards the N.W.

At noon a small tanker (3,500 tons) was adghted 
approximately 53 miles E .N .E , Wewak course 310°. The position 
of the last vessel would indicate that she was passing Wewak 
from the direction of Rabaul.

(3) Morobe - Further to the reported enemy air raid on Morobe early 
a.m. 27/4 it now appears that one enemy aircraft dropped 4 
boribs ineffectively. Bofors and machine guns engaged the 
aircraft possibly destroying it#

NORTH WESTERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to I200/29s 

(1) 5 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbours

Darwin - Warahlps & Aux. - "WILCANNIA" "INVERELL" "LATROBE"
ML.815

Merchant Vessels* "JAMES COOK" "ISLANDER" "ALAGNA"
"MATTHEW FLINDERS " "YARRA"

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Nabire (southernmost shore Geelvink Bay) - Photographs of
"ita&Tre 27/4 show a probable fighter strip possibly service- 
able. Dispersal areas are being developed,

(2) Timor - Photogr^ hs of Ataaboea (near boundary of Dutch and
Portuguese Timor) 27/4 show that the runway has been extended

.  2 -



to 1300 yards, is greatly improved and pbbably serviceable. 
N Pour motor transports are T&sible on the aerodrome.
(3) Kai Islands - Photos 27/4 of Langgoer aerodrome show that the

runway has been extended to 1350 yards but is not yet 
serviceable# 12 blast pens have been completed and 3 more 
are under construction#

(4) Arafura Sea - Photographs of the 2 ships attacked 50 miles
N.W. by jsr. of Dobo at 1025/27 show the larger vessel to be 
a sea-truck of about 1 ,000 tons*

Probably the same ships were attacked again at 
0818/28 by 4 B .25 fs in position 90 miles N.W. by N. of 
Dobo on course 320° speed 4-5 knots. A direct hit and a 
near miss were scored on the larger vessel and two near 
misses on the smaller vessel which was also strafed. One 
3 .25 was shot down by A.A* fire from the ships.

SOUTH WESTERN AREA

( i ) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 oo/29 i

(1) "TROMP" departed Fremantle 1305/27 to RV with and escort 
"TRUITT" to Fremantle.

(b) In Barbour t

Fremantle - Warships & Aux, - "ADELAIDE" "VAN HEEMSKERK"
"TJERK HI DDES" "W.B, PRESTON" "PEL IAS11 "ISABEL" 
"HORSHAM" "DUBB0" "WALLAROO" "OTUS” "CHILDS" 
"LARK" "GOLD STAR" TP*286 YP,283 

Exmc-uth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "HERON9 "WHIPPOORWILL" K.12

EASTERN &• SOUTHER*? AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/291

(1) "BALLARAT" YMS.70 "COLAC" "BENDIGO" "YANDRA" escorting
Convoy PG48 to Sydney. (Notet "BENDIGO" "YANDRA" 
were despatched from Sydney to provide additional 
escort*)

(2) LST.453 LST.454 departed Noumea 0800/2S for Sydney,
(3) 5 LST’ s departed Wellington 1300/26 for Sydney,
(4) "CHANTICLEER" "SC .739" "SC .751" departed Sydney 0812/26 for

Fremantle via Adelaide for fuel, were due Adelaide 
17 30/2 9 .

(5) "STUART" "BUNDABERG” "KALGOORLIE" "BINGERA" escorting Convoy
PC91 (7 MV) for Port Kembla,ETA 1800/29, Sydney ETA 
2359/29, and Newcastle ETA 0800/30,

(6) ML,427 departed Sydney 0930/28 for Brisbane ETA 0900/30,

(b) In Harbour t

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "LS TRIOMPHANT" "MORESBY"
"CHEVREUIL" ’’MILDURA" "TOWNSVILLE" "WARRNAMBOOL" 
"DELORAINE" "H.T.ALLEN" "KYBRA" "GLADSTONE"
SC.741 12 LCI "WANGANELLA" (Hospital Ship)
ML*429 ML.818

(Repairing) "PATTERSON" "FLETCHER" "NICHOLAS" "NEPAL"
"VAN GALEN" "ALHENA" "MANUNDA" (Hospital Ship)
"WHITNEY"

(On Reserve) "WESTRALIA" "EANIMBLA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "HANOORA" "ATREUS" "AL5EY"

"ABRAHAM CRIJNSSEN" "DOOMBA"
(Refitting) "QUIBERON"



(11) ENEMY FORCES 

N.S.W,Coaat - See Naval Incidents for enemy submarine activity*

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

•  HI

(3)

(4)
(5)
( 6 )

(7)

(3)
(9)

( 10 )

(i) ALLIED FORCES 

At Vantkoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HONOLULU HELENA ST .LOUIS 

NASHVIILE LSANDES SAN DIEGO (CL) LANSDOWSE STRONG 
RUSSELL 0 'BANIOK RADFORD SAURY HOPKINS WARD LARDNER 
FARENHOLT MeCALLA (DD) TREVER (DM) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) 
ATHENE (APV) THORNTON (AVD) HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) MANLEY(APD) 
DIXIE (AD) FYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) ALCHIBA ALGORAB 
CELENO (AK) NEOSHO SABINE PLATTE PATUXENT TAPPAHANNOCK 
WHIPSTOCK (AO) CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN)

At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV) 
SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY WOODWORTH DRAYTON PERKINS CONYNGHAM 
SMITH McCALL FANNING CA3E CRAVEN LAM SON (DD)
ENGADINE (AFIT) H30METHSUS (AR) ARGONNE (AG) McCAWLEY (AP) 
MAJABA MERCURY TALAMANCA CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) 
TRYON (A FH) PECOS SUAMICO CI&LARRON (AO) KINGFISHER 
ADROIT (AM) PAWNEE (AT) HOLLY (YN) 3,31 (SS) ARD.2 
KIWI (A/S Vessel) SC,518 

At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (AP) SAMOA (AM) 
Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL

VIREO (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) ORTOLAN(ASR) 
MENOMINEE (AT) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)
ERSKINS PHELPS (AO)

At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SANGAMON SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON 
WALLER PHILIP RENSEAW LANG WILSON CONY CONWAY (DD) 
BALLARD (AV) LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE NS3CHES (AO) ROAMER 
P3.476 PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

At Nandi - COPAHEE (ACV)
At Auckland - EBONY (YN) PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)
At Wellington - TAYLOR (DD) TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) MOUNT VERNON 

CRESCENT CITY (A?) LIBRA (AK)

NAVAL INCIDENTS

Eastern Augtralian Coast-Submarine Activity —  U .S . Liberty 
Ship WLYDIA M.CHILDS'*, on her maiden voyage, was torpedoed 
and sunk 33 miles E. by S. of Newcastle at 1910/27. No 
sighting of a submarine was made either prior to or after 
the attack. Two torpe does whose traek3 were observed 
struck the port side and the vessel settled fast by the 
bows and sank 20 minutes after the attack. There were no 
casualties, and all confidential books were dumped over the 
side in a steel chest.

(1)

(3 )

ENEMY* 3 PROBABLE NESXT MOVE

Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W .P .A , 
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Suinea - S.W. coast Dutch New 
jkxinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands*

Increased submarine activity including transportation.
reconnaissance and offensi 
theatres.

sratlons, in all

^DIRECTOR 0 . 0 . 1.C. 
3 .4 . Q. , S .W ,P .A .

29/4/43
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MOST SECRET

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

f PART I I .

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OP BATTLE 

1* SOUTH WEST & SOUTH PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES

28/4/43

ENEMY FORCES

South West Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific Truk-Haluit-Bismarcks-
Solomons

BB

cv

XCV

ACV

CA

CL

XCL

DD

x
36
X

X
X

AUSTRALIA

HOBART

*
*

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA

CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE

PHOENIX
HONOLULU
HELENA
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN

ARUNTA
WAHRAMUNGA 
LE TRIOMPHANT
SELFRIDGE Approx 45
PATTER SON
HELM
HENLEY
BAGLEY
STUART
VENDETTA
RALPH TALBOT
VAN GALEN
QUIBERON
NEPAL
MUGFORD
NICHOLAS
FLETCHER
JENKINS

x Non-effective

YAMATO (poss.Empire)
MUSA3HI 
MUT3U 
KONGO 
HA HUM 
NAGATO

ZUIKAKU

HIT AKA 
HAYATAKA
ZUIHO

ATAGO 
TAKA) 
CHOKAI 
HAGURO 
KUMANO 
TONE 
TIKUHA 

x AOBA

AGANO 
JINTSU 
SENDAI 
EATORI 
KASHIMA 
FAG Aft A 
ISUZU 
KINU 

x EUMA

Approx 40



\
' South We3t Pacific 

^  (Eastern Section)
South Pacific Truk-Jaluit-Blamarcks-

Solomons

SS GREENLING )
GROWLER ) At
TUNA )

S. 31 
Brisbane

Approx 30

A  ALBACORE )
“  DRUM ) 

GATO ) 
GRAYBACK ) _  
GROUPER ) W  
GUA? DFI3H ) 
PETO ) 
SCAMP )

£*9 At

Patrol

Sydney

AV/CVS CURTISS
TANGIER

CHITOSE
AKITSUSHIMA

XAV/XCVS 3 3

FT 25

®?A/APD/AKA H. T . AL LEN 
■""" ""."" MANOORA

x WESTRALIA 
x KANIMBLA

Approx 30

10 APA 
15 APD 

6 AKA

?

AS or XAS PULTON 3 or more

AD DOBBIN 
x WHITNEY

DIXIE ?

AR PROMETHEUS
VESTAL
RIGEL

?

AIRCRAFT (N.E. Area Only)

Fi filters 
M/Bombers 
SE/Bombers 
Plying Boats 
Floatplanes

^p*ansport a/ c

205
101
16
15
52
23

x Non-effective

•

- 2 -



CENTRAL PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES

6B

CV

xcv

ACV

CA

OCA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

SS

x
m
X

X
X
X
X

NORTH CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
HEW MEXICO 
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA
WE3T VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

VICTORIOUS

LORG ISLAND

NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAHEE

LOUISVILLE
3AF FRANCISCO
WICHITA
SALT LAKE CITY
SEW ORLEANS
MINNEAPOLIS
PENSACOLA
PORTLAND
INDIANAPOLIS

areas ond
RALEIGH
DETROIT

20 approx 

40 approx

. . '";U;.. : ' ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO 
HYUGA

ENEMY FORCES (Empire)

1 v-'• ’<f- ' :

X SEOEAKU
HOSHO (Training Ship)

RYUHO

UNYO 
CHUYO 

*  OTAXA

SU2UYA
NACHI
I  unidentified 

x A SHIGARA

T . . - .

, -r;

: . r n

3 - 6

ABUKUMA
TAEA

2

NISSHIN 
KAMO I

approx 16 

approx 30

----

CA

CL

XCL

DD

SS

NORTHERN PACIFIC

CONCORD
THENTON

10

10

KISO

2 ’ 

approx 4 

approx 10

,V ,

-i :• - •

x Non-effective

- 3 -



)
4* EAST INDIES - INDIAN OCEAN

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

South West Pacific 
(Western Saotion) Eastern Fleet Area East Indies-Philippines

BBW
CV

CA

CL ADELAIDE 
VAN HEEMSKERK

XCL

AV/CVS

DD

SS

CHILDS
.HERON
W. B.PRESTON 

TROMP
TJERK HIDDES

WAR SPITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

’ ILLUSTKC OUS

SUSSEX
DEVONSHIRE
HASKINS
FROBISHER

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
KENYA
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
ARETHUSA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
CARADOC

ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE 
CHITRAL 
RAN PURA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

ALBATROSS

Agprox 27

GAR
GRENADIER
GUDGEON
THRESHER
TROUT

)
)
) On Patrol
J
)

K*12 At Exmouth Gulf

AS or XAS

GRAYLING
TAMBOR
TAUTOS

PEL IAS

)
) At Fremantle
}

AIRCRAFT (N.W. Area Only)

Fighters 
M/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 

•ansport A/c

No recent intelligence. 
Present location uncertain*

*  Non-effective

KASHII
01
KITAGAMI 

x NATORI

H NOTORO

Approx 12

10

108
74
3

36
22

— 4



C . O . T . C .

British —  MOST SECRET  
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
SOUTH W EST PACIFIC AREA  

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY N A V A L S U M M A R Y

No.

Part I: Allied and Enemy A ctivity  

P art II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

405 Date: 30th April,1943

P A R T

A. SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1 , NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/30*

(1) "BAGLEY" was due to arrive at position 27 °31 , S 157°37*E at 
1200/50 to meet and escort "WILLARD A.H0LBR00K” to 
Brisbane,

"BUNBUHY" escorting "VAN SWOIL" was to depart Milne Bay 0400/30 
for Port Moresby,

"GLEHELG" escorting "PATRAS" was to depart Milne Bay 0200/30 for 
Oro Bay ETA 2345/30.

" SUMNER” "SC ,744" ”30,749” on survey duty vicinity Deboyne Is,
” GYM PIE” escorting "BQNTE’KOE” departed Milne Bay 0917/28 for 

Townsville ETA 07OOA May,
"VENDETTA" escorting "TAROOM" departed Milne Bay 0516/29 for 

Townsville ETA 0600/l lay,
”G0Ut BURN” escorting "DUNTROON” to Brisbane.
”CENTAUR” departed Brisbane 1137/2® for Townsville ETA 0600/2 May, 
”GEELONG” was to RV with Convoy TS24 ("ADMIRAL HALSTEAD” "PORTMAR" 

"VAN OUT HOORN” ) vicinity Percy Islands at 0900/30 and 
escort to Brisbane ETA Caloundra 1900/2 May ,

"WAGGA" YMS,51 YMS.52 escorting "MKRKUR" "AASE MAERSK" "HANYANG" 
"MULIAMA" from Gladstone to Brisbane were due 0700/30, 

"LITHGOyy" ML,425 ML,426 escorting tug "RESERVE" towing "GORGON" 
to Brisbane ETA 30/4 .

"ECHUCA” was to RV with Convoy TN83 ("VAN SPILBERGEM* off Pitzroy 
Island at 0600/&0 and escort to Port Moret> y ETA 1600/2 
May,

"TULSA" towing 2 PT*s deputed Cairns 0900/27 for Milne Bay,
(14) SC.745 departed Townsville 0430/29 for Milne Bay ETA 1900/1 May,
(15) SC,738 escorting Convoy THS2 ("KURUMBA") departed Townsville

2200/28 for Port Moresby ETA 0800/l May.
(16) 8 submarines on patrol.

( 2 )

(3)

(4)
(5)

(6 )

(7)
(8 ) 
(9)

( 10)

( 11)

(12)

(13)

(h) In Harbour:

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay

Port Moresby 

Thursday Is .

Warships k Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels* 
Warships & Aux. -

Merchant Vessels* 
Small Craft 
Warships & Aux, - 
Merchant Vessels* 
Small Craft 
Warships & Aux. -

"BOWEN”
"TEEDENS”
"BROOME" "WHYALLA* "SHEPPARTON" 
YP.291 YMS. 49 YMS. 50 "HILO"
15 PT *s 

"VAN HEUTSZ”
Approx 50
HDML.1074 HDML, 1161 SC , 750

"HENRY DEARBORN" "HENRY D.THOREAU" 
Approx 20

"CASTLEMAINE" YP.280 YMS.9 6PTs

- 1 -



Clirns - Warships Jr. Aux. - "SWAN” "KAPUNDA" "PLATYPUS"
\  2 PTs refitting

Townsville - Warships & Aux. - "WARREQO" PC.1121 SC.747
"YUNNAN" (A. S .I .S . )

Maryborough - Warships & Aux. - "PIRIE" "ROCKHAMPTON"
PaJ.m Is. - Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRAu IA" "HOBART" "SELFRIDGE"

"HELM" "HENIEY" "MUGFORD"
"RALPH TALBOT"

Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "JENKINS" "FULTON" "POYANG" (ASIS)
YP.233 YMS.10 YM S.U  YMS.46 YM3.47 YMS,. 48 
YMS,53 YMS.71 SC. 740 SC.746 SC.748 PC.1119 
YDG.2 LST.452 i LCIs ML.424 ML.817 

(Repairing, Trials etc .) - "WARRAMtJNGA" "ARUNTA" "FREMANTLE"
"KATOOMBA" "VICTORIA"

(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) "BROOME" escorting "VAN HEUTSZ" to depart Milne Bay 0600A
May for Townsville,

(2) "SELFRIDGE" to RV off Dent Island Light at 17C0/l May with
Convoy TS25 ("KEY PITMAN" "3ALIKPAPAN" "MILDU RA") 
which was to depart Townsville 2300/30. "SELFHTDGE" 
to escort to Cape Her eton.

( i i ) ENEMY FORCES

(1) San Cristobal - A single enemy bomber unsuccessfully attacked
allied snipping east of San Cri. stobal a.m. 29 /4 .

(2) Guadalcanal - A small Jap patrol of one officer and 8 men was
surprised and annihilated by U .S . troops near Beaufort Bay 
(S.W.coast) at 0530/28. The patrol was apparently attempting 
to escape from Guadalcanal by stageing in a small boat having 
landed at Beaufort Bay during the night 27-2B/4.

New Georgia - Munda was attacked at 0800/29 by 6 dive-bombers,
6 torpedo bombers covered by 16 fighters. The runway and 
revetment areas were h it , also one A.A. position.

Gatere (S.W. coast Kolombangara - approx 10 miles 
from Vila Plantation), where barge activity has recently 
been reported, was bombed and strafed 0830/29 by 6 torpedo 
bombers, 8 dive-bombers and € Corsairs covered by 16 fighters,
A barge pier was destroyed and a srall calibre A .A . position 
neutralised#

A newly established enemy observation post at Pelpeli 
(2 miles N.N.W. .Gat ere, near Vanga Vang a) was bombed and 
strafed at  1545/29 by 8 dive-bombers, 6 torpedo bombers, 4 
Corsairs escorted by 12 fighters,

Hekata Bay - At 1945/28 two aircraft landed at Rekata Bay. 
SIiorfclanHi' - Reconnaissance 1003/29 sighted 4 cargo vessels in 

Kahili' - Pupukuna Point anchorage. 7 Zero’ s were seen airborne 
over Baliale.

Photographs taken about the same time show - 
Kahili - 40 fighters, one dive bomber, 5 medium bombers
Ballsle *  33 fighters, 6 bombers 
Faisi - 20 floatplanes

Other aerodromes In the Solomons were not covered*
(6) Gasmata - Reconnaissance 0830/29 sighted 2 medium bombers,

thought serviceable, near Gasmata strip, Photographs, however, 
show no serviceable aircraft and unfilled bomb craters on the 
runway,

(7) Mubo - Allied patrols moving against an enemy position on Greens
Hill were forced back 28/4 , It Is subsequently reported that 
the enemy is consolidating this position*

A strong enemy force dug in near Is; the track approxi­
mately £ mile S.S.W , Komiatum was encountered by an allied 
patrol at 1600/27,



2 . KQRTEWESTERN AREA 

^  (I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/30;

(1) 5 submarines on patrol#

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "WILCANNIA" "INVERELL" "LATROBE"
ML#815

Merchant Vessels* "JAMES COOK” "ISLANDER" "ALAGNA"
“MATTHEW FLINDERS" "TfARRA"

(ii)  ENEMY FORCES

S © -cl T3 3- 0 t) 3. S 6 m
(1) Ambon - Halong jwarailr®®* was attacked 0830/29 by 6 Liberators

causing a large explosion and fire in the Barracks and fires 
in hangars. 12-15 enemy fighters were encountered and two 
were probsb ly destroyed and another damaged. 4 or 5 float­
planes were seen off Halong of which three were taking off 
and at Laha 8 medium bombers and 15-17 fighters were seen.

Photographs show the following shipping in Ambon Bay - 
1 destroyer
1 sub.chaser
3 freighters (about 3,000 tons each)
2 small M.V, (500-1000 tons)

(2) Timor - Koepang was attacked 0225/29 by 4 E .2 5 fs»
(3) Tahlmbar - A 50 ft* lugger was attacked off the east ooast

of Jamdena Island at 1040/29.

3 , SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 00/30:

(1) "TROMP" departed Fremantle 1305/27 to RV with and escort
"TRINITY" to Fremantle,

(2) I f . 288 departed Fremantle 1900/29 for Exmouth Gulf ETA
May 3,

(b) In Harbours

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - '‘ADELAIDE" "VAN HEEMSKERK"
"T JERK HIDDES" "W.B.PRESTON" "PELIAS" ISABEL" 
"HORSHAM" "DUBBO" "WALLAROO" "OTTJS" "CHILDS" 
"LARK" "GOLD STAR" "YP#286 

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "HERON" "WHIPPOORWILL" K.12

4 . EASTERM & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED BDRCES

(a) At Sea to 12 00/30t

(1) "BUNDABERG" "KALGOORLII" "BINGERA" en route Newcastle to
Sydney after escort dutj with Convoy 0C91#

(2) "BALLARAT" carrying out A/s search Clarence River area.
(3) "MILDURA" TOWNSVILLE" departed Sydney 1116/29 to RV with

5 LST's en route Wellington to Sydney In position 
35 25*3 156°E at dawn 30/4 and escort to Sydney,

(4) AM#62 escorting LST*453 LST.454 departed Noumea 0800/28 for
Sydney# "LE TRIOMPHAHT" departed Sydney 0325/30 to 
RV in position 29°21*S 158°19»1 at lOGO/l May and 
relieve AM#62 and escort to Sydney ETA 1200/5 May#



(b) In Harbour t

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - 51 STUART8 *M0RESE£" "COLAC"
"BENDIGO3 ^YANDRA" ’’WARRMB BOOL n "DELORAIKE"
"H. T, ALLEN* "£YERA" "GLADSTONE" SC.741 12 LCI 
"WANGAS3LLA" (Hospital Ship) ML*428 ML.429 
ML►818 YMS.70

(Repairing) "PATTERSON" "FLETCHER51 "NICHOLAS" "NEPAL"
"VAN GALEN" "CHEVREUIL'1 "ALHENA” "WHITNEY" 
"HANUSDA*1 (Hosoital Shis)

(On Reserve) "WE3TRALIA" "KANIMBLA"
AMelbourne - Warshios & Aux. - "MANOORA" "ATREUS" "ALSEY"

"ABRAHAM CRIJNSSEN" ^DOOMBA"
(Refitting) "QUIBERON"

Adelaide - Warships & Aux. - "CHANTICLEER" SC.739 SC.751

(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) "WARRNAMB00Ln "MOHESY8 "YANBRA* to sail as convenient to
RV with .Newcastle section Convoy©92 off Nobby’ s Head 
at 0700/1 May. KBUNDABERGir' ^OL'A'C,r to sail with 
Sydney section at 1530/1 May and RV with Newcastle 
section off Sydney.

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

N. S.W.Coast - Enemy su bmarines sank another ship (British 
freighter "WOLLONGBAR51 - 2,200 tons) at 1030/29 9 miles 
S .S . of Crescent Head. (See Naval Incidents),

^  (5) ML*427 departed Sydney 0930/23 for Brisbane, was due 0900/30,

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AV?)
(2) At Es?Iz*itu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS

NASHVILLE LEAISDER SAN DIEGO (CL) LAN3D0EVNE STRONG 
RUSSELL 0 ’BAH NON RADFORD MAURI HOPKINS WARD LARDNER 
FARENHOLT McCALLA (DD) TREVER (DM) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) 
ATHENE (APV) THORNTON (AYD) HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) MANLEY(APD) 
DIXIE (AD) PTRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) ALCHIBA ALGORAB 
CELENO (AK) NEOSHO SABINE PLATTE PATUXENT TAP PAHA KNOCK 
WEI?STOCK (AO) CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YH)

(3) At: Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY WOODWORTH DRAYTON PERKINS CONYNGHAM 
SMITE McCALL FAM INC- CASE CRAVEN LAMSON (DD)
ENGADINE (APV) PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONHE (AG) McCAWLEY (AP) 
MAJABA MERCURY TALAMAKCA CASTOR (AX) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) 
TRYON (APH) PECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER 
ADROIT (AM) PAWNEE (AT) HOLLY (YN) S.31 (SS) ARD.2 
KIWI (A/S Vessel) SC .518

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Saaioa - MONTGOMERY (DK) AMERICAN LEGION (AP) SAMOA (AM)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL

VIRSO (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) ORTOLAN (ASR) 
MENOMINEE (AT) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)
ER5KINE PHELPS (AD )

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SANGAMON SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON 
WALLER PHILIP REN SHAW LANG WILSON CONY CONWAY (DD) 
3AILARD (AV) LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO) ROAMER 
PC,476 PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(8) At Nandi - COPAHEE (ACV)
(9) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)

(10) At Wellington - TAYLOR (DD) TRACY (1*4) SHELDRAKE (AM) MOUNT VERNON 
CRESCENT CITY (A?) LIBRA (AK)

•  4 «



NAVAL INCIDENTS

lastern Australian Coast-Submarine Activity —  "WOLLONGBAR" 
(British, &S23§ tons) was torpedoed by an enemy submarine
# mll©3 S .E . Crescent Head (185 miles ff.N.E. of Sydney) at 
1030/29. Preliminary interrogation of survivors reveals 
that the vessel was hit by two torpedoes in the engine room 
and No. 2 Hold and sank rapidly. Five members of the crew, 
including the Chief Officer have been rescued and thirty two 
are missing#

A Catalina reports haying sighted a submarine at 
periscope depth, 200 yards from this position a few minutes 
after the attack. ®ie subaa rine submerged slowly leaving no 
trace*

This is the fourth vessel sunk off the Australian 
coast since 24/4 . "KOWARRA" was sunk off the Queensland coast 
on 24 /4 , and "LIMERICK” & "LYDIA M.CHILD" off the New South 
Wales coast on 26/4 and 27/4 respectively. In these four 
attacks 58 seamen have been reported missing. In addition an 
unsuccessful torpedo attack was made on an allied conToy off 
the southern New South Wales coast on 27/4 .

Following the attack by enemy midget submarines on 
Sydney Harbour on 31 /5 /42 , an intensified enemy submarine 
campaign developed against shipping In the New South Wales 
coastal area. Between 3 /6 /42  and 12 /6 /42  three vessels were 
sunk. In a further period of activity in the same coastal 
area between 20/7/42 and 22/7/42 3 more ships were sunk.
There were further reports of submarine activity in t&is area 
up to September 1, 1942; a trawler was shelled and a merchant 
vessel reported sighting a torpedo across her bows. In 
addition, a merchant vessel reported being chased unsuccess­
fully by a submarine in the Great Australian Bight area.

No further attacks were reported until 18 /l /43 . Between 
this date and 10 /2 /43 , 3 ships were sunk and two damaged. All 
attacks developed in the New South Wales area.

The present series of attacks was heralded by the 
sinking of the Yugoslav freighter "RECINA" off the Southern 
New South Wales coast on l l /4 .

ENEMY’S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

( 1 )

(2)

Por IX RECTOR C .O .I .e . 
G.B.Q. , S.W. P.A.

Strong ao nsolidation advanced positions S.W. P. A, 
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea - S.W, coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

Increased submarine activity including transportation, 
reconnaissance and offensive operations, In all 
theatres.

30/4/4 3



MOST SECRET

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART I I .

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE. 

1* SOUTHWEST k SOUTH PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES

29/4/43

ENEMY FORCES

South West Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks- 
Solomons

BB

CV

9 L

CL

AUSTRALIA

HOBART

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA

CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE

PHOENIX
HONOLULU
HELENA
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CEEV2LASD
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN

YAMATO (poss.Empire)
KUSASHI
MUTSU
KONGO
EARTJNA
KAGATO

ZTJIKAKU

HITAKA
HAYATAKA
ZUIHO

GEUYO
UIYO

ATAGO
TAKAO 
CHOKAI 
EAGURO 
EUMANO 
TONE 
TIXUMA 

x AOBA

AGANO
JINTSU
SENDAI
KATORI
KASHIMA
NAGARA
ISTTZU
KINU
KUMA

*  ARUNTA
*  WARRAMUNGA

LE TRIOMPHANT
SELFRIDGE Approx 45

x PATTERSON 
HELM 
HENLEY 
BAGLEY 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
RALPH TALBOT

*  VAN GALEN 
x QUIBERON 
x NEPAL

KUGFORD 
X  NICHOLAS 
x FLETCHER 

JENKINS
x Non-effective

Approx 40

- 1 -



South West Pacific South Pacific Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-
(Eastern Section) Solomons

SS

AV/CVS

PT

/xcvs

GREENLING
GROWLER
TUNA

ALBACORE
DRUM
GATO
GHAYBAGK 
GROUPER 
GUARDPISH 
PETO 
SCAMP

K*8

25

AS or XAS

AD

FULTON

DOBBIN 
x WHITNEY

) S .31
) At Brisbane
)

)

On Patrol

At Sydney

Approx 30

APAApd/AKA H.T.ALLEN 
MANOORA 

a WESTRALIA 
Jl KANIH3IA

CURTISS
TANGIER

Approx 30

10 APA
15 APD 

6 AKA

DIXIE

CHITOSE
AKITSUSHIMA

3

?

3 or more 

?

AR

AIRCRAFT (N*E. Area Only)

Fiehters 
M/Bombers 
SE^Bombers 
I® in g  Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport A/C

PROMETHEUS ?
VESTAL
RIGEL

205
101
16
15
52
23

x Non-effective



I .

•

2 . CENTRAL PACIFIC
.• . ■ •• ;,?• .: - ■: ■■ •

ALLIED FORCES
v,-’ . ' V . '

' - ‘ ' ■■ ;■ ’ r- . .. - -v 
■ 3 ■■ v'V ' . ENEMY FORCES (Empire )

BB

•

NORTH CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEff MEXICO 
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA 

x WEST VIRGINIA
*  CALIFORNIA
*  TENNESSEE

■ ’ ■ v • • ■ .’ •), 'S ' i-* •• '.>- ; • .*•> • •; *  ■ •> - j .. r..t ,?..*• - . •

V • • /' - x - • '
V . "• ‘ - . '

. ■[ J ' .

ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA

:V.-

CV VICTORIOUS X

~ ’ ' ; - • •

SHOKAKU
HOSHO (Training Ship)

xcv LONG ISLAND ■■■ >: ; RYuflO ' p '•

ACV NASSAU
ALTAMAKA
COPAHEE

X OTAKA

. > ' ■ .. ■ - V

CA

•. . , . . r ■ •

.
• - . fr' " ■' ‘ ‘ •

LOUISVILLE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA 
SALT LAKE CITY 
NEW ORLEANS

*  MINNEAPOLIS
*  PENSACOLA 
x PORTLAND
x INDIANAPOLIS

• .• ̂  ; • ■ ’V" / " .. • i

X

“-'-v
rr • ' -~..r

. * • ' y  '

SUZUYA
NACHI
1 unidentified 
ASHIGARA

'.i ’. :

OCA - ‘ ’ 7. 3 - 6

CL RICHMOND
RALEIGH
DETROIT

.. ... : 
 ̂•: • - -'V'• ‘;: '■ " ■ . ■ _•

■ . • > ' ’>;• *%■:- ■ Y' i}> : • •
ABITCUMA
TAMA

XCL 2 : :V;.' r

AV/CVS ?

. .. ' . _ i '-. "'i- ■

NISSHIN
KAMOI

XAV/XCV3 ? i " r : " - 3 ;?■ ■■

f DD 20 approx
: . ,:~4

V' ; approx 16 .' • 1

%
40 approx approx 30 •' : ' ’

3 . NORTHERN

■ ■ ‘ .■ ? - 

PACIFIC
. :y-; ‘ :.:v •.•/.’?‘1- i “ i* .‘•V-f?

•:r*

S
I -

/'*• , ■ ' ' . -';̂

• ̂ , ’ < «• * ’ .. - '.f ••' :'.!■ ■ *.
-

' ’ \

CL CONCORD
TRENTON

‘f ' *•.; '.v' 4 V ' /, ». 
; . , . ^  . . ' f' '

KISO

• • y •. *.'■

XCL ■m
■ ' - :* ' •

2

DD

S3

1 0

10

• ■' " • • : v.- • J vV’4/ approx 4 

approx 10
... 'V  ̂ “

£ ,. ' • • •’ ' -. • P ' ,4t- ■■£*; 'rj;, **;
. . . . . . .  . . . . .

x Non-effective i '. • ’ - v V- ' .>

.

- 3 -
. v .• • •. . . v * ■

... - -. -t ■ '

i, ■'/



4. EAST INDIES - INDIAN OCEAN

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

•W"

South VS#st Pacific 
(Western Section)

Eastern Fleet Area East Indiea-Philippinea

BB

CV

CA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

2E

SS

AS or XAS 

AIRCRAFT

ADELAIDE 
VAN HEEMSKERK

CHILDS
HERON
W.B. PRESTON 

TROMP
TJERK HIDDES

WARSPITE
RESOLUTION
REVENG3

ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX
DEVONSHIRE
HAWKINS
FROBISHER

MAURITIUS
C-AMBIA
KENYA
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
ARETHUSA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
CARADOC

ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE
CHITRAL
RANPURA
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

ALBATROSS

Approx 27

)
)
) On Patrol 
)
)

GAR
GRENADIER 
GUDGEON 
THRESHER 
TROUT

K.12 At Exmouth Gu^f

GRAYLING )
TAMBOR ) At Fremantle 
TAUTOG )

PELIAS

ff.W. Area Only)

9

Fighters 
K/Bomhers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport A/C

No recent intelligence. 
Present location uncertain.

KASHII
01
KITAGAMI 

x NATORI

x NOTORO

Approx 12 

10

108
74
3

30
22

x Non-effective
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