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P A R T  I.

A. SOPTHHEag PACIFIC AKBA 

1 . NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200A .

(1) "STELLA” surveying vicinity Morobe.
(2) (AH>) departed Milne Bay 1200/28 fee RV with "MMX* in 

position 18°30»S 1S8°08*E at 0700/30 escort to Milne Bay.
(3) "SC .738” departed Mllna Bay 1500/29 to RV vd th "MORMACDALE" in 

position 12°15tS 1S2°20,E at 1200/30. ETA lUlne Bay 1800/l.
(4) "KATOOTIBA'1 "GLADSTOJ®" " L n m w " escorting Convoy 

T1184. "GLAD3TCEB" escorts portion A ( "M01T0R0") to PorF 
Moresby. Others escort portion B {’‘CASE U ,  "J . CARROL"
"J.EARL" "GAHBTMEDK" "M K U R "  " J.PALIER" n A. THOMAS") to m ine 
Bay ETA both portions llOCL/3.

(5) "1AHRKG0B escorting HCAHEERRA" from Port Moresby to mainland.
(6) "PC 1124" escorting "NBS ZEALAi®" dep. Port iloresby 1040/30 en 

route Milne Bay. ETA 1430A *
"MIZAR" (AF) departed Brisbane 0215/28 for m ine Bay ETA 0900/l Dec. 
"SISTRALIA** departed Cairns 0620/23 for illne Bay ETA 1800/1. 
‘MARAT" departed Milne Bay 1612/29 ETA Grafton Passage 0400A  Dec. 
"JEMS. 71* departed Cairns 0851/27 for Thursday Island ETA 1200/1 Dec.

to tow dry dock to Min© Bay.
"WHYALLA" "SC .741" escorting Convoy LQ33 ("GOLDSTAR (A .G .)")

„  % _ departed Gladstone 193C/3Q. ETA 060C-/2.
(12) "YP. 291*' departed Thursday Island 0832/28 for Palm Isi aid ETA 
, 0600/1  Dec. thence to proceed Cairns ETA 0800/2 Dec.
(13) "EURUMBA" (AO) departed Thursday Island 0827/28 for Townsville

ETA 2100/30.

(14) "WILCANKIA" "BALLARAT" escorting Convoy PG87 (2 M )  were to dersart
Caloundra 1200A  Pec. for SyflnoyT ‘  “

(15) 6 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Barbour:

(9)
(10)

(1 1 )

Plnschrmfen

Lae

Morob©
Buna

- Warships & Aux. - "LOOKOUT" (AG)
Merchant Vessels: "LORIIfM"

- Warships &  Aux. » SC's 732 , 746, U S ' s  72.
Merchant Vessels: "CAPE SAKDST" "C .K im " "B0RABb

"SIBIGO" "A. BURLIJKaMME"
- Warships &  Aux. - HL.427 "PORTUMTS" (AGP)
- Warships &  Aux. - SC.037 YM3.51 ML*s 424, 425,

I4L'S 801, 806, 816, 819, "TRINITY" (AO) "BEIKAIIA* 
"SHEPPARTOE" "POLARIS" (Survey Vessels)

Merchant Vessels* "S.CRAM5" "AK-. HALSTEAD"
"MCLCRA®.



Kiriwina 

Woodlark Is* 

Goodeaongh la* 

f.&lne Bay

Merchant Vessels i 
Warships & Aux.

Oro Say - Warships & Aux. - SO, 734 SG. 744 HL.818 PC.1122
Merchant Vessels? ”J*J.ASTOR” *,J.Dm iQUEf'

"J.W.UACKAY" ’’fM.PROUSS* ”T#CORWKJ” *J.B03S"
,?van reu bosch* "wm.hume* *teos. je f f sr so s”
*KOORAKA* ”G HA S ,E • SMITH* ”GRLY LAG” ”E.D.BASER” 
*E*H.WESTCOTTn » G .V .L .M E R ”

- Warships & Aux. - SC’ s 745, 749 PC*1121 
Kerchant Vessels* ” ALAMO” ^CALEDONIAN SALVOR”
Warships & Aux* - SC#747 YMS.313

w JOSE PH LAME*1 
ML#431

Merchant Vessels: ,!KAIIYOO”
- Warships &  Aux, - ”AUSTRALIA” “BBROPSHIHE” (CA) 

’’NASHVILLE" (CL) *#ARRAKUNGA*‘ "ARUM1 A” ’’HELM” 
“RALPH TALBOT* “i-SUGFORD” ”BA&LBY” "COWYUGfiAM*
"SMITH* *MAHA8* "LAMSON* *38IUff* "RBID* "FLUSSER” 
(DD) ”BROOKS” "SAEDS” (AFD) *GYHPIE” "WAGGA” (AMS) 
SC*s 648, 698* 699, 70S, 731, 737, 742, 743, 748 
SO*6 750, 981, 982 YMS*S 11, 49, 50, 53, 52, 70 
m s *8 73, 314, 334, 335, 336 YP*s 233, 236, 278 
YP*s 283, ?£L*S 428, 430 PC’ s 476, 479, 1119,
PC #1120 25 LST*s 15 A PC’ s 29 FI? ’a ”YUNHA!f"
(ASIS) ”RIGEL” (AR) "DOBBIIf” (AD) ”OTUS” “FtJLTOH* 
(AS) "HALF MOQff* (AVP) "BISEOPDALE* "ESSO BALBOA”
*SUSQUEHAMA* (AO) *SPHIKGDALE” (YDG) ’’Al'YCUS”
(ARL) ’’COUCAL” (ASit) "CARTER HALL” (LSD)

(Hotes SPECIAL OPEKATIOHAL MOVEMSHTS OUT OP
M t&g  fitfT W ' 'SBWK# 3

Merchant Vesaelai "ABIGAIL ADA5*S" "BALIKPAPA&” *W.
bbas» » *  ”p #p . b l a ir ,‘ "borgfred" ”b o th” ’’j . g . hrady”
"CEPALU” "H.DODGE” ” JAPARA” "F.A.EILERS" "G .E . 
FLAHDERS” ”p. J.IRWIN” "XARSIK* "T.C.LOWE* ”J.LYB£S* 
"MACTAH” "F.G.HEWLAIJDS” *F.OLDER" ,!B.OSBORHE” 
"PATRAS” *W#fi,POISP” MTH0S.C.POWER” ”RIHG LARDHER” 
’’A.RGVALLI" ’’STAGEif" !’H. STAEBURY* ”M, M*STEWART ” 
"SWARTEHHOSDT” "TJISADAKE” "TRIANGULUM” "TECUMSEH* 
”VAB HEUTSZ” ”VAQUEaOrt *WESf CACTUS”

Warships &  Aux, - ’’HUMPHREYS*'1 (Am )  "WARREGO” (AMS) 
YMS»S 8 , 46 . 47. 48 HL.4S4 

Hsrohant Vessels* nB.F.BARRY” ”MURADAn "MULIAIgA” 
”PT#SAN PEDRO” “SKAGERAK” *CABBERRAM ”W.S#LADD*

•  Warships &  Aux* - *COOTASSUHDRA* *FREMABTLE” (AMS)
ML#805 "KURUIBA” (AO)

•  Warships & Aux. - ’’STAWELL* ”COLAC” (AMS) PC*a 477,
PC*1124 SC#736 YP.280 ML’ s 803, 804, 820 Y#6 
”PLATYPUS” (AR) "HAKOORA* (APA)

- Warships & Aux. - ”SAH PABLO* (APV)
- Warships & Aux, - ”HEROH” (AVP) "AASE MAERSK* (AO)
- Warships & Aux. - ’’GOLDSTAR” (AG)
- Warships & Aux. - "ALTAMAHA” (CVE) ”VENDETTA” “ STUART* 

"DRAYTON* (DD) "SWAN* "GEELOKG* "BOWEN” ”CCWRA*
(AMS) SC’s 650, 735 PC*s U 2 3 ,  1131, 1132 
ML*s 808, 826 YMS»a 9 .10  *H#T.iLLEIr* "KANIMBLA* 
(APA) "ALGORAB” (ASA) "VICTORIA” "SHIEELLAJ.ffn (AO) 
"MANUBDA” "TASMAN” (AH) "POLLUX” (AKS)

(c) Proposed Movementsi

(1) "GEELONG* * PC #1131” S€*s 650, 735 and ” 0ASTLEMAIKE ” (ex Convoy
OF#87 ) detailed to escort Convoy QL#S4 deparlTng' 
(Jaloundra I 6C0A  December. xk&# 9 to proceed in 
company with SC#650 for docking at Cairns,* PC .U 31  
to proceed Cairns independently, "CASTLEMAINE” to 
Townsville,

(2) ‘’CQOTAMUNDEA® escorting "WANAKA* to depart Thursday Is* 1930A
December for Darwin ETA 1430/4 December#

Port Moresby

Thursday Is# 

Cairns

Palm Island 
Townsville 
Gladstone 
Brisbane

(1) Choi se al -

(ii) Em m  pckoes

It is reliably reported Hovea&er 29 that estimated 
total 5000 Japanese still rerasin M.W. end Choiseul 
between ChoiseulBay and Warrior River where they are 
apparently digging in .



O^olseul (Gontd) •  Twenty three allied fighters straffed enemy 
concentrations N.W, tip Choiseul iteveasber 30 with 
unobserved results. Six Mitchells attacked Choiseul 
Bay area at 1320/30.

(2) Treasury Island - Unstated number enemy aircraft raided this
area at 0541/29,

(3) Buln-Shortlanda •  Photos Ifov&mber 30 show Bara and Kahili and
''"Ballale1 all unserviceable. Some evidence of repair on 
Baliale which now needs only grading to make it  service
able. Shipping Included approximately 20 barges including 
at least 3even damaged.

During night November 28-29 our PT boats assisted 
by Catalina flares damaged or destroyed at least one 
loaded enemy barge 20 miles W. of Kahili,

Four Aircobras made fighter sweep this area fore
noon November 30 scoring hits on four barges, two boats 
and three A/A positions. Four ICittyhawks also atrafed 
5, coaafc of Ballale, Five Alrcobr&s attacked Tenolel 
during afternoon, strafing one barge and silencing on®
A/A position*

"  Jhotoa November 30 show five barges and" one 70 foot vessel,
(5) Empreas Aug-;uatea Bay - At 0855/29, 40 barges or Handing boats were

reported off the beach E, of Cape Torokina. This report 
is ba-ded on an Intercept and it is not clear as yet as to 
whether these craft are enemy.

Soupac aircraft reported November 30 , sighting 
forty barges in a lagoon near the mouth of Atslmmsa River 
(12 miles 8 .W . Cape Torokina),

The beach between the Jaba River (14 miles S .E . 
Torokina) and southern end Jaba Village is reported to be 
roped off and possibly mined. There have been several 
reports of continued enemy a ctivlty in this area recently,

Two tanks were reported at Monoitu (25 miles S .E . 
Gazelle Earfcour) on the southern extremity of Empress 
Augusta Bay.

Ten Dauntless, 12 Avengers escorted by four 
fighters attacked enetay positions S .E . end Empress 
Augusta Bay destroying several buildings.

Our destroyers shelled Japanese positions vicinity 
Torokina on November 30 under fighter cover.

(6) .Bougainville - Fifty Dauntless, 22 Avengers escorted by 31 fighter.
attacked enemy positions S.W, coast Bougainville forenoon 
November 30,

Eight Lightnings strafed enemy positions between 
Numa Hiuna and ICieta afternoon November 30 starting fires.

(7) Bismarcka - A further enemy convoy comprising 6-8 vessels
was observed S. of Kavieng last night November 30, 
apparently heading sway from Rabaul towards the Mandates, 
First sighting was at 2135/30 when one of our aircraft 
attacked what was described as a 6-ship convoy in a positici
15 miles S .S .E . I&vieng on course 300 . Several bombs were 
dropped on a l o ,000 ton transport forming part of this 
convoy.

At 2155/30 another aircraft reported sighting 
what would appear to be the same convoy but now described 
as including eight vessels In a position 30 miles s, by W.
of Kavieng on course 270°.

(8) New Britain -

“T®7 Cape Baskins — Four enemy barges reported arrived 
mouth Kaplura River (12 miles S .E . Cape Hoskins) dawn 
November 30. These may well have been connected with the 
destroyer transportation run indicated along New Britain 
coasx the previous night, November 29-30.
{k) Gaamata - i>Ight Novesijer 3? —30, four allied destroyers 
successfully bombarded this area wlthout encountering any 
enemy opposition.

1M3-1 - Three concealed barges were observed In this 
area a.m. Eoveaber 30 ,

- 3 -



(8 ) New Britain (Gontd)
Bergen Bay - Eight Mitchells escorted by eight 

Lightnings mad© barge sweep from Kelbeck to Borden Bay 
afternoon November 30, silencing several light A/A position# 
at Rein Bay and scoring several hits on barges this area* 

Several enemy barges were observed along the Bast 
coast Willaumsz peninsula in addition to H.W* Hew Britain 
coast indicating constant supply activity by this means 
along this coast*
(e) Cape G-icmosster - 1200/3Q a possible sea truck was 
observed' inHa~~cove“”near Gap® Gloucester*

Sight Liberators attacked Mo* 2 strip this area 
forenoon same day.

(9) Alexishafen •  Forenoon November 30, twenty Liberators attaoked this
area. Six probable barges were observed in Bostrem Bay*

(10) Madang •  Hight November 29*30, four allied destroyers bombarded 
targets this area.

(13) B, Coast Huon Peninsula - Eighteen Mitchells attacked enemy 
~~ positions 'Xiaasa area forenoon November 30*

(12) Satelberg Area - Our ground forces advancing northwards reached
Bonga at 0925/29.

At 0800/30, 11 Bostons were involved in attacks on 
enemy positions along Buzuluc-Lakoma track*

(13) Coral Sea - At 1940/28 an enemy subxaerin© was reported in a
position 100 miles 3* of Port Moresby.

*»««»<»«»

g. NORTH WESTKBM ARLA
(I) AILIBP FORGES

(a) At Sea to 1200/30?

(1) "LATR0BE" escorting C o n v o y  TL*5& ( (,MAHGOLAM "CARDRQSS" departed
Thursday Is . "0030/28 for Darwin ETA 1530/s December*

(2) 9 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Barbour*

Dai’win - Warships & Aux. » "ML*a 429, 814, 815”

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Kaukenau •  At 200/29, three probable barges were reported on
a westerly course 65 miles S .S . Timoeka.

(2) Manokwari - Photos of shipping Kovea&er 29 reveal on© small escort
vessel, two small coasters, 7 large and 50 small barges,

%&i Islands - Photos Kai Island airfields November 30 revealj
Langgoer, 6 f , 4 t/e B. of which two unserviceable* Nil 
aircraft at Faan but runway probably serviceable* Nil 
aircraft at Doelah and Doex’ca but Incomplete coverage 
runways probably serviceable,

(4) Lang(\oer - Two Catalina3 bombed Langgoer night November 50 - D ec .l .

3 , SOUTH WESTFRH AREA

(i) AIL1HD FORGES

(a) At Sea to 120 o A *

(1) hYP.28Gr> departed Exmouth Gulf 1330/3G ETA Fremantle 233o/s.

(b) In Harbour 1

Fremantle - War ships & Aux, - ” ADELAIDE” "VAN Hi^iMSKERK” (GL)
*«AN SALEM" ?,TJEHK HIDDES H(DD) t,CHILDStt 
(A¥) #HCKSHAMb s,DUBBOh (AMS) °A?REUSM (CM)
W h ip p o o r w il l” (a&i) ”p e l ia s " (a s )
rtC M M iICLEER,r (ASR) ”ISABELM (PI) SC .739 
YP.2B8

Sscaouth Gulf - Warships &  Aux* - “W .B. PRESTON” (AVD) "LARiC8 (tt|
) •  4 -



4# EASTERN Sc SOUTHERN AREA

(i } M L miJ FOBCBS

(a) At Sea to 120C./1:

(1) ‘’s'/TLGANNIA* BALLAHAT” HCA STLEMAINE" ML.809 ML*821 escorting
Convoy GP.87 (7 MV) departed Sydney 0748/28 for Brisbane
«ere"'due"Ilux/ X December.

(2) ‘’DUNGAREE*1 (CM) departed Cairns 2259/26 for Sydney KTA p.m.
1 December.

(3) ‘‘YAHDRA” *KAL800RLIln escorting Convoy PC. 147 (6 MV) en route
Newcastle and Port Kembla Were".to "'depart Melbourne OOOl/l
December.

(4) ftWAKOAHlLLAw (AH) departed Sydney 1515/27 for Fremantle ETA
3 December thane© to proceed Suess.

(b) In Harbour;

Port Stephens - Warships & Aux. - ssTULS&'*' (JPG)
Newcastle - Warships & Aux* •  “ML.SO?11
Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "DENT” MSTRINGHAM* (APD)

nG0ULBURN" "DELQnAINE” "W.4UUBJAMB0QL" 
MM0HE3B£n nBR00MB" "BDMDABBRG *
"QLEHELG" “TOWNSVILLE’1 *ROOKHASIPT0tf* 
sSDHUCAh wA.B.GRIJNSSENb (AilS) "RILO* (PG) 
"KTHEU” (A/S Vessel) ML*s 430, 817, 802, 
ML.822.

(Repairing, Refitting) - H HOBART” (CL) "PHILIP" (DD)
Melbourne - Warships k Aux. - "TROMP" (CL) t,MILDURAs

"BESBIGO" HINVERELL" "KAPUHDA" (AMS) 
’’DDQMBA n (A/S  Vessel)

Westemport - Warships & Aux. - !,BINGERA1t (A /s Vessel)

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

ENEMX FORCES

Nauru - At 1200/28, 11 Liberators bombed Kauru.

z m m 's  probable; next move

(1) Consolidation of defences ffiarshells, Carolines, Blsmareks,
Worth coast Hew Guinea, East Indies, Malayan areas.

(2 ) Constant effort to maintain maximum air and naval strength in
general Carolines, Marshalls, Blsmareks, New Guinea 
areas to off-set allied forward moves.

(3) Use of barges, submarines and destroyers for night transportation
runs to forward areas.

(4) Continued use of submarines for reconnaissance and offensive
patrol duties in allied  operational areas in Pacific and 
Indian Oceans.
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DAILY NAVAL SQ M RY

PART II

allied & E m m  o m m  op battle

1*SOUTH WEST & SOUTH PACIFIC
ALLIED FORGES

^ m K w es r -paoI'H o " 
(Eastern Section)

Bisra&reks
Solomons

ENEMY POHCES
Carolines"
MarshallsSouth Pacific

BE

OV

# 1i l

S I M

CA

CL

CL(T)

XGL

DD

AL T AM A HA

AUSTRALIA
SHROPSHIRE

NASHVILLE 
TROMP

*  0DBART

WARRAMUNGA 
AtiVNTA 
HELM
RALPH TALBOT
STUART
VMDETTA
CONYNGHAM
BAGXEY
DfsAYTOH
FLUS8ER
LAS SON
MAHAN
HE ID
PHILIP

WASHINGTON 
MAS3ACHUSnPTS 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
ALABAMA

SARATOGA
1SSSX
BBKBR MILL

PRINCETON 
I D E  PENDENCE

PRINCE WILLIAM
BRETON

»
n
X

COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
ifSOKTPELLIKR 
ST* LOUIS
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN
SANTA PE
MO&ILE
BIRMINGHAM
DENVER
XEMDER

Approx 40

Y M5AT0 
iv USASHI 
K O M * 
BARUNA 
NAGATO 
MUT«J

2UIKAKU
SHOKAKU

2UIK0 (on route 
Japan)

GHUYO) enrouto 
UNYO ) Japan

y  C3IT0SR

CHOKAI
xmsAxo
SUZUYA
TIKUMA

* M0GAMX
*  MAYA (®n route

Japan)

YUBARI
(damaged)

NAOAHA
NOSHIRO
OYODO
NAKA
ISTJZU
AMAKUSA

*AGAHO

6-10
( 1-2
damaged)

KA5P0RI

1»2  (1 damaged)

25 {sosi©
■■©pairing)

x ivOn-effective



Qcuiim&at Pacific ......... Bismarcks
(Eastern Section) South Pacific Soloraons

MOST SSCRJSS
1 Deeesaber. 1943«

Carolines 
Star shells

88 ALBACOftE } 
BLACK FISH } 
SATO )
iiAY 
IETO 
HAT ON

j$n patrol

AV/CVS

xavA cvs

F ~

a  pa A sp A ka

a s

ad

Aft

aUAilDFISH
SCAMP
S.31

1*9
BALAO

m o H  
SAN PABLO 
IJALP MOOl

36

H*T# ALIBH
MAH>ORA
WES SR ALIA
KAHXMBLA
ALGC&AB
GIL6IER
SAMiS
vm m m YS
MOOKS

FT&TG*
OTUS

DOBBIK 
a DIXIE

ft I GEL 
PLATYPUS

)
)At Brisbane 

)

At Sydney 
At Milne Bay

WRIGHT 
BAUft 3D
CHA3TDBLIEK

Approx 30

10 APA
11 AH) 
6 AKA

mOMSTHEUS

gRAFT (N.W. ABBA only)
_ iters (in0l«19 tw£n«*eng#) 259

Li^at ft JS/BOB&ers 151
SE/Bombers 41
Flying Boats 2
Floatplanes 50
Transput fc Ofosn* A/C IS

20 20

»  STOTORO

?

CA

CL

i ^ v s
DD
m

ALLIED PDHC3S

LOUlSVIfXE

DETROIT
itAIEIGH
RIC£M0I8>

22
10

2 . N03TBBBH PACIFIC
ENEMY FORCES

ABUKH4A

AKXTSUSHIMA
5

Approx* 4

»  I? on-effective



BB

CV

qy(T)

C V j E )

CA

OCA

OL

3* CENTRAL PACIFIC

ALL HID FORCES 

, . CAROLINA
In d ia n a

WEST VIRGINIA
C O L O R A D O

ittSXUND
TENNESSEE
MISSISSIPPI
m u  mbxico 
im ho
CALIFORNIA 
PENNSYLVANIA 

it OKLAHOMA

KHTiSt PRISE
YORETOstfN
LEXINGTON

COWFENS 
BEIXBAU WOOD

MONTEREY

3TJWANNEE
SANGAMON
CHENANGO
B A S H E S

CDPAJIEE
GOSiAL SEA
GQKHEGIDGR
LONG ISLM D
MISSION BAY
KASSAU

BALTIMORE
BOSTON
"HESTER
WICHITA
NEST ORLEANS
JUNNSAfOLIS
SA8 PRANSISCO
HEMSACOLA
INDIANAPOLIS
SALT 14KE CITY
F O R T H ®

» LOUISVILLE

PHOENIX 
OAKLAND 

x HONOLULU 
m KEN© 
x CONCORD

Pooom oie
m

Approx. 36 
Apt? ox* 50 

?

EKEMY FORCES

ISE
YAIASHIRO
FVSO (3Poss# rmndates) 
ICTOGA (Be ing mod ©it* nised)

MOST SECRET
|  December, 1943

IIOSHO

HITAKA ) en rout© Malaya 
HYUHO ) 

x EAYATAKA

x OSAKA

x MAC in
38 TOJ33 

A03A 
KAGTJRO 
M YOKO 

AT AGO 
TAKAO

x

X
X

X
X

0

TATSUTA
YAKAGI (on trials)
TAKA 

x KISO
x NATORI

KASBBSA
6 - 7

CHIYODA (under conversion 
3 to ACV)

2S (sotm repairing)
Approx# 30

2 (1 repairing)

x Non-effective

«► 3 **



laucvr oounr-,
l“’Dec ember, 1945,

4 . saiTF ^astfrk pacific

TRFMIGF

2

5. f a st  h jd if s-iw diah  ocfan

Southwest’ rac IfTc
(Western Section) Eastern Fleet Area Fast Tnd ies-Philippines

BB

CV(F)

GA

GL(T)

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

HAM ILL IE S 

BATTIER

SUFFOLK
SUSSEX
HAWKINS
FROBISHER

ADFLA IDF
VAN HFFMSKFRK

OH EDS  
W.B.PRFST®

KF1IYA
KF^CASTLB 
FANCIF S'FH 
DAKAE 
F M A L D

CANTON 
CHITRAL
CARTHAGF

ALBA'IE OSS 

?

VAN GALFK Approx
TJFRK KTDDFS

BILLFISH ) *?

BGHFPISH )
bow? in )
CAPFLIF )
COD ) On Patrol
ORFVALLE )
MARWHAI, )
PIJFF’FR )
TTJNA )

K.12 )
BLUFFISH )
CA BR ILL A ) At Fremantle
KIK5FISH
PGUP CM )
RASHFR )

PF'LIAS 9

AIRCRAFT (H.W. Area only)
Filter's (inel*27 twin-en.i
Light & M/Bombers
SF/Bomber s
Flying boats
Floatplanes
Transport & Gbsn. A/C

. \ • / 168
55
16
12
49
59

ASHIOAj|A

KTJMA
01
KITAGAMI
KHIU

KASHI I

KAMO I

1

10

*• 4 -
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Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

Allied and Enemy Activity

No. 6 7 3 Date: t o d  D e c e m b e r , 1 9 4 5

PAI iT I .

A. SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1 . NORTE EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12oo/gg

(1) "STELLA" "SHEPPARTON" "POLARIS" surveying Morobe-Huon Gulf area#
(2) OZEMBS' (AID) departed Milne Bay 1200/23 to KV with "MAUI" in

position 18°30»S 158°08*E at 0700/30 and escort to M ine 
Bay.

(3) "HUMPHREXS” escorting 1 LST departed Port Moresby 083o /l  for i&lne
Bay ETA 1300/2.

(4) "HATOCMBA" "BUNDUHY" "OLADSTOHE" "LITHGOW" escorting Convoy TH.184#
GLADSTONE" escorts Portion A ("MOM'ORO") to' Port i.toresby# 

Others escort Portion B ("CAFE AOT&* "J.CARROLL" ”J.EARL 
"GAffNYlIEDE" "1JERKUR" ” J. PALMER " ttA.TH0L!AS") to m ine Bay 
ETA both Portions 1100/3 .

(5) "GMIPXE" and "WAQSA" esooptisxc; Convoy PT.44 (2 w )  departed m ine
_  a ..Bay 1600/30 for Townsviiie. ETA 1S00/3.

(6) GEELONG PC .1131 SC .795 and MCAS53HEI»1A1KEW escorting Convoy QL*34
(10 ships including YI1S.9) were to d epart Caloundra --

to proceed Cairr® independently ETA 0800/5, 
tvs "CASBJIEMAIHE" to Townsville ETA 1800/4.
( /)  SC.650" departed Caloundra 0203/2 to overtake YIJS.9 (ex Convoy 

gLj34) vicinity Bustard Head at 0300/s and escort to 
Cairns for docking*

(J) COOTAMHDEA escorting "jffARAKA" departed Thursday Is . 1931/1 for 
Darwin ETA 1430/4. 7

(9) ^/ARIiEGO*' escorting "CAM ERA* from Port Moresby was due Cairn* 
1100/ 2 #

(10) ‘‘POLT.UX" (AKS) was to depart Brisbane 0930/2 for M in e  aav
ETA 1600/6# J

(11) 6 submarines on patrol.

(b) In laaifoours

Pinschhafen - Warships & Aux. - ’‘LOOKOUT” (AG)
Iferchant Vessels? "LORIBIA"

Jjae - Warships &  Aux. - SC*s 732, 746 Y.JS.72
Her chant Vessels: "CAPE SA2S8T" "c.KIIJO" "NORAB* 

^  . SIBIGO” " A # KIHLIKGHAMEtt
u°r “ Warships &  Aux. - ML.427 "P0RTUNU3" (AGP)
9m &  --Warships & Aux. - SC.657 YHS.51 ftta 424.425

i€,»s 801, 806, 816, 819 ’’TRINITY” (AO) 
ilerchant Vessels? ”8 . CRANE" "ADM.HALSTEAD"

* °  Bay - warships & Aux. - "TASMAN" (AH) SC .734
Merchant Vessels? "J.J.ASTOR" "J.DUBIQUE"

J.W.MACHAY* "WM.PROUSE" "T.COKWIN" "J.ROSS" 
'VAN DEN BOSCH" "TEOS.JEFFERSON” "CHAS.E.
SSHTH" "GREY LAG" "E.D.BAKErf" "E.M.WEaTCOT-"
O.y.L.MEYER”



Kirilins. - Warships & Aux. - SC 's  745, 749 PC.1121
rCALE3X)1vIAK SALVOR* (AES) 

atocMat Vesselss "ALAMO"
.oodlark is . - Warships & Aux. - SC .747 IMS*SIS

Merchant Vessels* "JOSEPH LASSE"
Goedenough Is** Merchant; Vessels: "HANJASt"
saline Bay - Warships & Au k . - "AUSTRALIA" "SHROPSHIRE" (CA)

"NASHVILLETS (CL) "WARRAiOTK&A* "ARUNTA" "HELM"
"RALPH TAL3QE" "MBQFORD* "BAGLEY" "GONYNQBAM" 
"SMITH" "MAHAN* "LAM BON* "SBAW" "REID" "FLUS3ER" 
(DD) "WESTRALIA" (APA) SC»s 648, 698, 699, 703,
SC's 731, 737, 738, 742, 743, 744, 748, 750, 081 
SC*982 YMS'a 11, 49, SO, 53, 52, 70, 75, 514,
YMS»s 334, 335, 336 YP*s 223, 236, 278, 285 
ML*a 423, 430, 431, 318 PC»s 476, 479, 1119 
PC1 a 1120, 1122, 1124 25 LST»s 15 APC»s 29 PT»a
"yu sn an " u sxs) "r i o s l * (a h ) "d o b b i i " (a d ) " oepus"
"FULTON" (AS) "HALF MOON" (AVP) "BISHOPIALE"
"ESSO BALBOArf4" SUSQUEHpNA11 (AO) "SPRINGDALE" (YDG) 
"AMYCUS" (ARL) "COUCAL" (ASK) "CASTER HALL" (LSD) 
"H1ZAR" (A?)

(Notes SPECIAL OPERATIONAL MOVEMBIHPS
“  ijdg smtmrr

liBroh&nt Vessels* "ABIGAIL ADAMS" "BALIKPAPAN"
"W.Bi■iAXMOOT5* "P.P.BLAIR" "BORGFRED" "BOTH" "J.G* 
BRADY" "CEPALU* "H.D0D02" "F.A.EILERS" "fr.l, 
FLANDERS" SF .J . IRWIN" "JAPARA" "T.C.LOWE" “ J.LYKES" 
"MACTAK" "MORMACDALS" "F.C.JKEWLASiDS* "HEW ZEALAKD" 
"F . OLDERn "3 .OSBORNE" "W.H. POINT" "THOS.O.POfER" 
"RI1® LARDSER* "A.ROVALLI" ®STAGE N" "H. STANBttQT" 
*M.M, 3TMAHT* w3$ARTENEDNDT,r "TJISADANE" 
"TRIANGULUM* "SECUMSEH" "VAN HEUTSZ" "VAGUERQ"
"WEST CACTUS"

Port Moresby - Warships & Auk, - "BROOKS'* MSANDS" (AFD) YMS’ a 3.46
YMS'a 47,43 ML.426

Merchant Vessels* "D*F. BARRY" "MURADA" "MULLOA"
"SKAGERAK" *W.S«LADD"

Thursday Is* - Warships & Aux, - "FREMANTLEM (AMS) YMS.71 AtL*805
Cairns - Warships &  Aux, - "ARARAT" "STAWELL* "COLAC" (AMS)

PC's 477, 1124 SC.756 YP»s 280, 291
^ S & ’s 80S> 504, 820 "PLATYPUS" (AR) "MANOQRA" (APA)

Palm Island •  Warships & Aux, •  "SAN PABLO" (AfV)
Townsville - Warships •  Aux. - "ffiSROff" (AVP) "AA3E MAER3X” "KURUJ|»A*

(AO)
Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "ALTAXAHA" (CVE) "VENDETTA" "STUART"

"DRAYTON" (DD) "SWAN" "SOHZV" "COWRA" "WHYALLA" 

^ « 7il rc ,g I125* 1132 ML»s 808, 826 
YJB.10 K.T.ALLEN" "KANIMML" (APA) "Al SqRAB* (AKA)
"VICTORIA" rJSHIKELLAMY" (AD) "GOISSTAR" (AG) 
"MASUUDA" (AH) J

(c) Proposed Movementat

(1^ ‘'DRAYTON" to depart Caloundra 1450/2 to R7 with "KLIEFONTEIN*
In position 18 3 0 r$ 159®00'E at 0500/4 and escort to 
m ine Bay*

(2) "PC*Ilfs is to depart Caloundra 180d/2  to KV with "DAY STAR" in 
position £4 25*3, 157 58rE at 1530/S and escort her to 
Lady Bllic^t is . ?c«112-3 then proceeds Gladstone for 

tltnL1,„. ,LIJL1.1Ln escort duties departing Gladstone 1700/6*
(o; VEI3DETTA is to depart Caloundra 2X00/3 tc RV with "CAP*’

MENDOCINO" in position 27°31»S l56°56fE at 1100/4 and 
escort to Brisbane.

(11} ENEMY FORCES

(1) S s s s m . Augusta Say - Further details of the allied landing 
night tJoveaber 28 between the Re ini and Sau Rivers."1 

indloate that one jaratroop Battalion together aith
•  5> . one



company of marine raiders landed against minor 
' opposition half a rail© E.W . of Koiaris (9  miles E . by S. 

of Cap® Torokina^ early morning November 29 for the 
purpose of reconnaissance and raids.

The landing was apparently made in an enemy ammunition 
and medisal supply area. It is estimated 1000 Japanese 
launched a strong daybreak counter attack and the sijse of 
she enemy foroo increased during the day, They used most 
effective mortar end piper fire . Our forces were 
effectively supported by aircraft and 155 mm. battery*
LG I’ a and gunboats bombarded enemy positions while at least 
one destroyer arrived at 1800/29 to assist in this 
bombardment, our combined land, surface and artillery fire 
practically silenced Jap mortars while waves of boats 
landed, loaded and withdrew under some fire without 
suffering casualties or damage. This evacuation was 
completed about 2130/29.

Casualties resulting from the raid were Japanese - 
200 known dead and probably more killed by bombing and 
artillery fire : Allies - approximately 15 killed, 71 
wounded. Snemy artillery dumps, rifles, stores and 
®edical supplies were destroyed during the raid and enemy 
documents captured.

(2) Treasury Island - Our ground forces reported clearing of a strip 
is progressing satisfactorily despite heavy rains.

(o) Solomons - Ell enemy aircraft were contacted in the Solomons
area from &,m, Kovember 22 until 3?*veafrer 30. Mo subsequent 
reports have yet been received.

(4 ) BisiMiroka - (a) At 1030/l our aircraft resorted sighting 14
life boats (7 two.masters) 90 miles W. New Hanover,while 
at 1500/1 a Liberator reported sighting one motor launch 
and approximately 20 large white life boats in the same 
area, approx 65 miles W.S.W* Kew Baaover. Shis aircraft 
^^a fe d  these boass from 200 feet and japa were seen jumping 
in the water until few remained in the boats. Enemy 
casualties were undetermined, but believed heavy*

(b) At 1 M o /l  a Liberator sighted an enemy convoy 
described, as four medium sised freighters with one gun boat 
escorting, 12 miles W. by S» of the western tip Hew Hanover 
fce&dina East, suggesting convoy heading into Rabaul.

I Purtner aetails of the enemy 6—S ship convo-̂
n̂0 r outward bound from R&baul in the area s* of Kavienp 

night November 30, indicate that the force was described as 
«wo destroyers, one large 8-10000 ton transport, one whaling 
jtaotory ship and two unidentified vessels. One Liberator 
dropped six 1000 pounders on the transport, scoring two 
possible hiss causing a big explosion and towering red 
ilames which slowly died down. The vessel was claimed as 
seriously damaged and possibly sunk.

A Catalina reported sighting probably the same 
convoy w* of oaseile Channel at 0130/1, still heading on a 
westerly course. This Catalina dropped 4 x 500 pounders 
scoring a direct hit amidship on one destroyer and a direct 
hit on the stern of what was described as another destroyer.

(a) At 0130/1 another Catalina reported sightim? 
a convoy described as 10-12 large vessels in the same general 
area 45 mij.es f.S.v?. Kavieng, but states the force was on 
an easserlj course. This Catalina dropped two it 1000 pounders 
causing & x&vge fire visible 50 miles distant. rlh© 
increased number of vessels suggests the possibility of 
another xorce in the areaproceeding into Rabaul, but as no 
aircraft reported sighting more than one group of ships, it 
is possible this is the same foroe which may have been

attacks.f03? K*Vl9r‘S folloiffin£ damage suffered by the previous

{5) &arpvei - At 235§/l one of our aircraft attacked an unidentified 
enemy vessel 2o miles E .3 .B . of Garove Island.

. e, D„  ^ r s  December 1, one Catalina bombed shore
, installatioas this area*

^6) lew Britain - Delayed report indicates two Beauflghters on b a r n

S  spsr0m w l s t m t  -destroyed. F ®«ins. m s larges were believed
— <$ —



(7) Borgen Bay - Forenoon December 1 , 29 Mitchells escorted toy 18 
Lightnings attacked Bergen Bay area.

(Q) Manua Island •  At 0940/1 a Liberator unsuccessfully attacked
a small enemy freighter 60 miles E. Lorsngau on a westerly 
course.

(9) ■.•■ewa*£ •  At 1015/1, 2 Lightnings reported sighting one medium and 
t*o small ships off Wewak.

Twenty Liberators escorted by Thunderbolts attacked 
this area early afternoon December 1. Interception by at 

«  least 44 enemy fighters, but final results not yet assessed.
-1 * '.’̂ nsa Bay - It  1540/1 a small enemy merchant ship mis reported 
/t>\ anchored S. of Handover Island (55 niles H .S .f . Hansa Bay).
(11) taingan - Forenoon November 30 four Kittyhewks attacked landing 

craft this area. ^

(lfe) y^dang - During the destroyer bombardment of Sadang night November 
2&-S0, a small vessel was sunk by gunfire. In this connection 
a 500 ton vessel was observed at Madang wharf forenoon 
Bcvember 27* Our destroyers were strafed by enemy aircraft 

/I** n< vicinity of Sio.but no casualties or damage were sustained.
- At 092^/1 enemy submarine was reported 50 miles 

E .W .E . Finschhafen heading Bf.W.

2 . KORTH BfEgTEKN AMA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Qc/gt

(1) "LATROBE* assorting gpnvcj TO,3 6 i "CMIIQOLA" *C(1M»0S6*) departed
to\ O v. -Lj~ursda7 Is. (5o3o/28 for Darwin ETA 1530/2.
(S) 9 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbourt 

Darwin •  Warships & Aux. - ML»s 429, 814, 815.

s . SOUTH gTESTBlI AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/ g ;

fffl fraoato Oulf 1S30/J0 ETA P n m m t U  S330/3.
(2) SfAHUHELLA (AE) departed Sydney 151g/27 for Fremantle ETA 3 Deo.

tnence proceed Sues,

Cb) In Harbours

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. •  ”ADELAIDE* nVAK B J:MSKERK"(CL)

**VA1T OALEN" 11TJERK H3DDS3tt (DD) '‘CHILDS'1 (AV) 
"HORSHAM" f,DUBB0Sf (AMS) *ATREUS,f (CM)

T f S f ' S S K S i  J iH  (AS) ‘‘CHAMnCLEEE
_  (ASR) NISA3EL* (PH") SO.739 YP.288

Exmouth urulf - Warships fie Aux. - "W .B .PRESTON* (A\n>) "LARK" (AH)

4 . EASTERN ft SOUTHERN! AHEA

(1) AXLED FQftgBS

(a) At Sea to 1200/2 ;

(1) «BALLASAT« escorting Convoy PG.S7 (2 W )  departed
« Caloundra 115q/X  en route Sydney ETA 12oc/s*

(3) "WARHNAKBOOL" "T0WH3VIXXE* "BROOME" escorting Convoy GP 88 (S m )

m  n.r t0 !? *“ * S3£lK9y 0300^  f0° g6ao ^Jg r ° y •-  (8 'm
L o! T ^ “ f .? ? *aff.t l /oC,OTtl0n of c° OTO- 00.148 <9W) to

-Ju n *  chiSJISsM  i^ / ^ ? I ^ lL b S ! KH4mo8"
•  4 -



(4) nYAHDRAn "KALGOOKLIE" escorting Convoy -0.147 (5 MV) departed 
Helbourn® 02SO/l ETA Port Kembla' o'S'oo/4, Newcastle 
1700/4*

(b) In Harbour:

Port Stephens # Warships & Awe* - "TULSA** (101
Hewcaatle - Warships & Aux. •  ML*s 807, 822
Sydney - 't o ships & Aux. - HDE8T" "STRINGHAM" (APD)

"GOULBURH" ’’rELORAINE" "MORESBY" MPIRIBn 
"BITMDABERG" "OLEKELG" "ROCKHA&l PTON" 
wBCHUCAn u AB• CRIJNSSENw (AMS) HBILO® (PG)
S,BUNGAKEE* (CM) "KTBRA" (A/3 Vessel)
SSL*8 450. 817, 802, 821 

(Repairing, Refitting) - "HOBART” (CL) ’’PHILIP'* (DD) 
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - wTR0M?m (CL) "MILDUEA" ■■■■ '

"'BENDIGO* nIJNVERELL" wE4PUKBA‘! (AMS) 
,sr)OOMBAn (A/s Vessel)

Wes temper t - Warships &  Aux. - "BINGERA" (a/s Vessel)

B. IMDIAa OCEAH

Cocoa Islands •  At l050/l an enemy reconnaissance bomber
waa.ovtir Cocos Islands, '

EKEMY»3 PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Consolidation of defences 22arshalls, Carolines, Blsmareks, North
coast Hew Guinea, East Indies, Malayan areas,

(2) Constant effort to maintain xnaxiuiuic air and naval strength in
general Carolines, Mar shall a, Bist&arcks, .flew Guinea araas 
to off-set allied forward moves.

(S) Use of barges, submarines and destroyers for night transportation 
runs bo forward areas.

{4) Continued use of submarines for recowsLssance and offensive
patrol duties in allied operational areas in Pacific and
Indian Oceans.

— oOo--
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DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

PART II

MOST SECRET
2 Deem be?, 194S

ALLIED FORCES

ALL IB 1) & ORDER OJ BATTLE

1 . SOUTH WEST AMD SOUTH fA C M O
ENEMY FORCES

South Pacific Bismareks
(Baatern Section) South Pacific Solomons

Carolines
imrshalla

B3

CV

^ v (l )

CV (E) 

CA

CL

CL (T )

XCL

DD

&L9AUAHA

AUSTRALIA
SHROPSHIRE

NASHVILLE 
TROMP 

a ECBART

tfARRAUUNGA
ARUWTA
HELM
RALPH TALBOT 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
OOKmBAM 
fiAOLEY 
DRAYTON 
FLUSSER 
LAMSON 
MAHAN 
HE ID 

PHILIP

WASHINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
ALABAMA

SARATOGA
ESSEX
BUNKER HILL

PRINCETON
* IJIDE PE NDENGE

PRINCE WILLIAM 
BRETON

x
M
It

COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MONTPELLIER 
ST, LOUIS 
SAN DISC-0 
SAN JUAN 
SANTA FE 
MOBILE 
BIH5 INGHAK 
denvbr  
LEAKDER

Approx 40

YUBARI 
(damaged)

6 -1 0
(1-2

*  Non-effective

YAMTO
JIU4A3HI
KONGO
HAR’JNA
NAGATO
MUT3U

ZUDCAKU
SHOKAKU

CHITOSE

CHOKAI
KUMNO
SUZUYA
T I M A

*  M03AW

NAOARA
NOSHIRO 
OYODO 
If AKA 
ISUSU 
AMAKUSA

* AGANO

KATORI

1-2 (1 damagsd)

25 (some
repairing)

— 1 —



MOST SBCRBT
2 Deoeraber,1943

s s m m s F - p  aci^fF ---- — ---- --m aS roiar
jEaatern Section) South Pacific Solomona

C a r o l i n e s

Marshall#

SB

A V /C V S

x̂ a y A c v s

FT

ALBACORE
SLACKPISE
GATO
RAY
JE T O

RATON

GtfABDFISH
SCAMP
S.S1

k .©

BALAO

HERON 
SAN PABLO 
HALF MOON

35

On Patrol

At Brisbane

At Sydney 
At Milne Bay

WEIGHT
BALLARD
CHANDELIER

3

Approx 30 

10 APA

% jpg RAFT (N*S*Area Only)
'ighters (inei* 19 twln-sng,) 858

Light &  M/Bombers " 151
SE/B$mbers 4^
Plying Boats g
Floatplanes 50
Transport & Oban, a/c 13

20 20

*  fiOTORO 

3 

?

M  NO ORA
WESTRALIA
KANIMBLA
ALGORAB
G I L *
sands

HUMPHREYS 
• BROOKS

11 APD 
6 AKA

M PULTON
OTBS ?

DOBBIN 
*  DIXIE 1 1

Aft HI GEL 
PLATYPUS

PROMETHEUS

CA

CL

A V /C V S

2 1
is

AT,LIED gOaCES

L o m a v m s

D M E O H

RALEIGH
RICHMOND

22
10

£. NORTHERN PACIFIC

EKKKY lOECES

ABBWJBA

AKIT3USI1TMA
6

Approx 4 
1

*  Non-effective



BB

CV

m u

GV(E)

CA

CCA
CX~

PL:U )
XGL
Tv7c

XAV/XOVS
S S

I E

ALLIED FORCES

NORTH CAROLINA
INDIANA
WEST VIRGINIA
COLORADO
MARYLAND
TESmSSEE
MISSISSIPPI
NEW MEXICO
IDAHO
CALIFORNIA 
FEflKSXLVAVXA 

*  OKLAHOMA

ENTERPRISE
YORKTCffN
LEXINGTON

COWfESS 
BELLEAU WOOD 
MONTEREY

SUWANNEE
SAMQAMQM
CHENANGO 
BARNES 
COPAHKE 
CORAL SEA 
CCRREGIDOR 
LONG ISLAND 
MISSION BAY 
NASSAU

BALTIMORE 
BOSTON 
CHESTER 
WICHITA 
NEW ORLEANS 
MIMEAPOLIS 
SAN SRAHCISCO 
PENSACOLA 
INDIANAPOLIS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
POBS3LAND 

*  LOUISVILLE

PHOENIX
OAKLAND

*  HONOLULU 
Jt RENO 

*  CONCORD

3 , CENTRAL PACIFIC

POCOMOKE 
Approx 35

Approx 50
?

ENEMY FORCES

I-3E
TAMASEIKO
PUSO {fosa• Mandat® s ) 
HYu'GA (being modernised)

MOST SECRET

2 December, 1943

HOSHO

ZUIHO
HITAKA ) en route
RYUHO 

»  1IAYAT AKA

*  OTAKA 
CHGYO 
UffiEO

)

if

*

m

x
»

m

m o m
TONE
AORA
HAGUHO
MYOKO
ATAGO
TAKAO
MAYA

j* Non-e f  f e o t ive

6

TATSUTA
YAHAGI (on trials)
TAM

*  KISO
*  NAT OR I

KASEIMA
8 - 7

CBIYODA (under conversion 
25 to ACV)

(SQm  repairing)

Approx 30 
2 (1 repairing)



4. 30FTH EASTERN PAG IFIG

SO ST SECRET
1 December, 1943

CL

DP

TREJWON

2

6 * BAST 11®US- INDIAN OCEAN

oouthwe st*’ PaeTf le
(Western 23ection} Eastern Fleet Are© East Indies-Philippines

BB RAMILLIBS Mf

CV (B) BATTLER “

CA SUFFOLK
SUSSEX
HAWKINS
FROBISHER

A3H1GAKA

CL ADELAIDE he m i ITJMA

van beehszebh : NEWCASTLE
MANCHESTER

01
KITAGAMI

DANAE
EMERALD

KIKXJ

c l (t ) m KASHII

XCL CANTON
CHITRAL
CARTHAGE

*•

AV/CVS CHILDS
. r«B# PRESTON

ALBATROSS KAMO I

XAV/XCVS ? 1

DD V M  GALEN
T JERK HIDDES

Agprox 27 10

S3 BILLFISH
—  BONEFISIT 

BOWFIH 
CAFELIN )

? 6

COD
GREVALLE 
MRWHAz  
POMPOM 
PUFFER

on

1

Patrol

TUNA }

K.12 )
BLUSPISH )
CABKILLA ) At
KINGFISH ) 
RASHER )

AS PSLIAS

Fremantle

%

AIRCRAFT ()[,7.Av m  Only)
-

FigMers (inci, wi win-et>g
Lip&t & Li/Bomb©:-’S
SB/Bombers
Flying Boats
.Floatplanes
Transport & Gbsn. A/fe

.)  168 
56 
16 
12
49
39

- 4 -
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G E N E R A L  H E A D Q U A R T E R S  

S O U T H  W E S T  P A C IF IC  A R E A  

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

Allied and Enemy Activity

No. 674 Date: 3j»(j December, 1943

PART I .

(1) ALL E D  PO;tQ?:S

A* Sf)m?H WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTEHN AREA

I

(a) At Sea to 1200/S ;

"ARU8TA" "HELM" departed Inline Bay 1500/2 to RV with "PHOENIX8 (CL)
at 0700/3 in position 12S47*S 153°20*E and escort to Milne Bay 
ETA 1800/3.

(2) "STELLA1' "SHEPPARTON" "POLAR13" surveying Morobe-Huon Gulf area.
(3) "KATOOMBA" "BUNBUKY" "GLADSTONE” "LITHeO®” escorting Convoy TH.184.

"GLADSTONE" escorts Portion A ("KONTOHO ") to Port Moresby. 
Others escort Portion B ("CAPE AM E" 9J*CAHR<3LLW "J.EARL" 
"OAHBYSIEXS:" "MSRKDR" "J . PALISH" ”A«THOi&AS") to Milne Bay 
ETA both Portions 1100/3*

(4 ) "DRAYTON" departed Caloundra 1409/2 to RV with "KLIPPOiSEIN” in
podtion 18°30*3 159°00*E at 0500/4 and escort to Milne Bay.

(5) "WARREGO"" escorting Convoy TK.185 ("CAPE MEADES") was to depart
Fitzroy Island at approx 0600/3 for Milne Bay ETA 1800/4*

(6 ) ”POLLUX” (AKS) en route Brisbane to Milne Bay ETA 1600/6.
(7) MPC* 1131s’ (ex Convoy QL .34) en route Cairns ETA 0S0c/5*
(8 ) "SC*650" in cwapany w i t h ' 9"  (ex Convoy Q1-.34) en route Cairns

for coeking*
(9) " C ASTLE MAI HE" (ex Convoy L .3 4 )  en route Townsville ETA 180 /4 ,

(10) "KURUMBAK departed Townsville 1705/2 for Gladstone ETA 1400/4 for 
convoy to Brisbane.

(11) "PC. 1123" departed Caloundra 1823/2 to RV with “DAY STAR" in position 
24°25* 5 157°58»E at 1500/3 and escort to Lady Elliott Is.
PC.1123 then to RV with "PYRO" in position 26°48»S 157°45*E 
at lloo/o and escort to Brisbane.

(12) " W ARRNAl I BOOL " "TOWNSVILLE" "BROOME” "ML* 822" escorting Convoy GP.8 8  
(2 I/Tv) to Caloundra ETA 0730/4. "BROOME" to be sailed 
subsequently to Townsville*

(13) 6 submarines on patrol*

(b) In 23arbour 

Finschh&fen 

Lae

Morobe
Buna

- Warships &  Aux. - "LOOKOUT” (AG)
Lie r chant Vessels* "LORIHHA"

- Warships &  Aux. - 3C»s 732, 746 YM3.72 
Merchant Vessels; "CAPE SANDY" “C.KIBG" "NORAB"

"SI3IG0" H A * BlT.iL INGKAME "
- War ships & Aux* » KL.427 f,P0KTUNUS* (AGP)
- Warships & Aux. - SC.637 YFfS.ol ML* a 424, 425

ML *3 801, 806, 816, 819 "TRINITY" (AO)
Iterchant Vessels: *S.CRANE" "ADM.HALSTEAD®

- 1



Oro Bay

Kiriwina

Woodlark Is.

Goodenough Is, 
Milne Bay

Port Moresby

Thur adav 13. 
Cairns

Palm Island 
Townsville

Cladstone 
Brisbane

- Warships &  a u x ,  - "TASMAN" (AH) SC.734 
Merchant Vessels: " J.J.A3T0R" nJ.DUBIQUE" " , J.W.

MAO KAY" "WM, PR OUSE" "T.CORWIN" ",T .ROSS"
. "TAN DEN BOSCH” HTH03. JEFFER-iOK" "CBAS.E.

SMITH" “GREY LAG" "E.D.EA2ER" “E.LUWESTCOTT" 
"G .V .L . MEYER"' "HANJTANG"

- Warships & Aux. - SC’ s 745, 749 
Merchant Vesselsi Nil

- Warahips & Aux. - SC»s 747, 727, 750 YMS.315 
Merchant Vessels*. "JOSEPH LANS" '*37RIANGULUM"

- Jer chant Vessels: "ALAMO"
- Warships & Aux* - "AUSTRALIAw " SHIOPSHTRE" <CA)

"NASHVILLE" (CL) "WARRAJIUaOA" "RALPH TALBOT" 
"KUGPORD" "BAGLEY" "COivYCTAM" "SMITH" "MAHAN" 
"LAMSON" "SHAW" "REID" "FLUS3BR" (DB) ^BROOKS” 
"SANDS" "GXLKKS" "HUMPHREYS" (APD) "ASTRAL I A" 
(APA) SC1s 648, 698, 799, 703, 731, 738, 742,
SC * s 743, 744, 748, 981, 982 YMS’ s 11, 49, 50 
YMS’ s 52, 53, 70, 73, 314, 334, 335, 336 
YP's 233, 236, 278, 283, ML's 423, 430, 431, 818 
PC’s 476, 479, 1119, 1120, 1121, 1122, 1124 
25 LST’ s 15 APC»s 29 PT*s "YUWMAH" (ASIS) 
"BIGEL" (AH) "DOBBIN" (AD)"0TUSw "PULTON" (AS) 
"HALF MOON" (AVP) "BISHOPDALE" "ESSO BALBOA" 
"SUSQ.UEHAKNA" (AO) " SPRINGDALE" (YDG) "AHYCUS" 
(ARL) "CALEDONIAN SALVOR” (ARS) "OOUOAL" (ASE) 
"CARTER BALL1'' (LSD) "MIZAR" n (AF)

(Note: SPECIAL OFF'RATIONAL MOVEivZEMgg OUT OP 
r.TILKF; BAY Nor SFCtiJTT

Merchant Vessels: MABIGAIL ADAMS" "BAI^TICPAPAN" 
nW,BEAUMOUT" "BORGPSED" "BOTH" MJ.G,BRADY" 
"CEFALU'* "E.DQDGE1' "P.A.EILERS" "G, I J. FLANDERS" 
"F.JilfcWIN" " JAPAKA" "T.CIOWEM "J.LYIEES"
"KACTAN" "MAUI" "KORMACDALE" "F • G * NEWL AND3". "HEW 
ZEALAND" "B,OSBORNE" "Mf.H* POINT" "THOS.C.PO-iER" 
"SING LAKDNER" "A.ROVALLI1 "3TAGEN" °H.STANBURY" 
"M.Jff. STEWART" " SWAKTENEOKDT" "TJISADANE" 
"TBCUMSEH" "VAN EEOTSZ" "VAQ'JERO"

-Warships & Aux. - YMS«S 8, 46, 47, 48 ML*426 
Merchant Vesselst "D.F.BARRY" "MJRADA" "KULIAKA"

" SKAGERAK" "W.S.LADD"
- Warships k Aux. - "FREMANTLE" (AMS) YMS.71 ftS.,805
- Warships & Attx. - "GYHPIE" "WAGGA" "3TAWELL" "COLAC"

(AMS) P C s  477, 1124 30,736 YP»S 280, 281 
ML»s 803, 804, 820 “PLATYPUS" (AR) “KANCOBA"
(APA)

- Warships & Aux. - "SAN PABLO" (A2V)
- Warships & Aux, - "ARARAT" (AES) "HERON" (AVP)

"AASE BAERSE" (AO)
•  farships & Aux. - SC*735
- Warships & Aux, - "ALT AIT AKA" (GVE) "VENDETTA"

* STUART" (DC) "KILTY" "CROSBY" (APD) "SWAN" 
"BOWEN" "COWRA" "WHYALLA" <AHS) SC,741 PC.11S2 
KL’s 808, 826 YK3,10 "H.T.ALLEN" "KANIKBLA" 
(APA) "ALGORAB" (AKA) "VICTORIA” "3HIEKLLA!dYH 
(AO) "GOLDSTAR" (AG) "KAOTJBDA" (Ail) -

(c ) Proposed Movements:

(1) "VENDETTA" is to depart Calcundra 210C/3 to RY with "CAPE
MSHDOCINO" in position 27°0L»S 156°56»E at Ll00/4 
and escort to Brisbane,

<ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) BuiR Base - At 1*46/30, Maliai (on Margusiai island - Shortland
Group) was attacked by 17 Mitchells. At 1235/1, the same 
target «as again attacked by 19 escorted Mittoelle*
At Iloe/2 the same target was attacked for a third tin©

by 14 Mitchells, photos 2 December ahois a rainiaiura of
- 2  •



(1) Buln Base (Ccntd) ~
eight buildings destroyed In Mfclaia Village.

Kara and Ballale aerodromes were attacked at 
1310/1 fey 51 Dauntless, 26 Avengers and 32 fightera 
escorting. These two airfields are shown as 
unserviceable in photos 2 Dec. At 0700/1, Tonolei 
Harbour was strafed by 4 Aircobras.

(2) Egpreas Augusta ■ jctey - Enemy gun positions south of the Torokina
' pSFImeTer were attacked 1 Dec. by 10 Dauntless, 12 

Avengers escorted by 8 Aircobras.
(3) W, Coast Bougainville - At 1030/l, Sarima Plantation (18 miles

south of Chafeai} was attacked by 8 Mitchells.
(4) Bougainville Aircraft - On 1 Dec. for the ninth day in succession

no enemy aircraft were encountered over Bougainville,
(5) ilavleng - At 1145/2 a Soupac aircraft observed 12 freighters

varying from 3-7500 tons each and totalling approximately 
64,000 tons in Kavieng Harbour. In addition a 500 ton 

(6 i craft was patrolling the area.
' Mandates-BIsmarcka - At 1101/2 a Liberator reported, a 7-ship

convoy"TOO miles F.W..H©® Hanover on course 260°, speed
15 knots. The convoy was described as 2 destroyers 
and five merchant vessels of 5-9000 tons each,

(7) Gaamata - At 1940-2145/1 dump areas around G-asmata were effectively
bombed by 11 Beauforts.

(8 ) W. New Britain - As reported in yesterday's Summary (Ko. 673)
Borgen Bay was attacked forenoon 1 Dec. by 29 escorted 
Mitchells, In addition, dumps in the same area were 
bombed by 7 Marauders at the same time co-ordinated 
with 16 Bostons which bombed and strafed tar gets around 
the coast from Rottock Bay to Cape Bushing.

At 1115-1140/2, Borgen Bay was again attacked by 
£9 escorted Mitchells. The target area was well covered 
with 421-300 lb . bombs, 175-75 asm.shells, 79,630 rounds 
.50 cal and 18,735 rounds of .30 cal.

At 2130/30, U.S. motor torpedo boats encountered 
fire from a fast speed boat - possibly a 70 ft . meter 
torpedo boat off Sag Sag (11 miles 3 ,$ . of Cap© Glouces
ter }.

(9) Garove Island - Further to the report of an unidentified vessel
in"this area at 2356/1,, further details give the vessel 
as a small tanker type ship 20 miles E* of Oarove Island 
on S.E . course at 6-8 knot3 *

Bismarck Sea - During the night 1-2 Dec. Kavy Catalinas reported: 
~7a) A hospital ship 15. miles S.S.W . Kavieng.

(b) Two destroyers or escort vessels 80 miles S .S .W . New 
Hanover.

The course was not given in either instance.
(11) Vltiaz Straits - Regular enemy reconnaissance is apparently being

carried out over Ivor them  Vltiaz Straits. At 0808/1 
a probable enemy reconnaissance »lane was sighted by a 
Liberator over Rooke Island. At 1202/2 a single 
reconnaissance aircraft was over Long Island*

(1 2 ) .>ewak - photos 28 Kovember show:-

Borams 20 P.
Dagua: - 7 l /B
But : 1 F, 2 L/B 2 m/B ‘
Wewak:

Total 32 aircraft whereof 21 F, 9 l /B , 2 Iit/ b .
These figures show a reduction of 31 aircraft, comprising 
17 F, 12 l /B , 2 !«/b f rom photographs taken previous day,
27 .Nov, (not previously reported)“ and aompare with a 
total of 109 aircraft (87 F, 19 L/B , 3 m/ b ) on the three 
airfields (excluding But) on 25 November.

Photos 1 Deo. shoxv:-

Wewaks 2OF. 6 L/B 2 u/b
Boram: 19 F* - 1 u/b
Daguas 17 F .ll  l/b 9 m/b
But : - 9 F. 2 L/B 9 M/1

Total 105 aircraft whereof 65 P, 19 L /B , 21 M/b ,
Ihe report does not state i f  the photos were taken before, 
during or after the Liberator strike, reported below, but



(1 2 ) Wewak (Contd) -

a. photographic mission was over the area before noon 
indicating that the photos were taken prior to the
3 m X* X iC  ̂*

< r*.Popt of the strike on #'ewak airfield and
neighbouring supply dumps indicates that 46 Liberators 
escorted by 32 Thunderbolts participated. Heavy damage 
Is D3l^eveo to have been inflicted, although fires and 
smoke prevented correct assessment. Approximately 
4° enam^ fighters intercepted vigorously and 10 fighters 
-ere shot down by the bombers ana fighters combined and 
one more probably. Two Liberators were lost in combat 

n X i ... . . . another crash-landed after being damaged bv A?A.
'J' ° ) ilg^ljhafe^ "^d an g  Area - Enemy installations in this area were

?nr?f6d Dec* by 2 Thunderbolts. At the same time,
7 i &fs W3re fe®n in Ulingan Harbour and another 10 
rad^n ^  ^ and ^4 miles respectively

(*4) yinschhafen Area - Our ground forces continued to advance i Dec.
ano. occupied additional, enemy positions. Contact with 
the enemy is being raaintalned.

2. NORTH WESTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/ 3 ;

(1) ”COOTAMTJI©RA” escorting ”*?A1IAKA” departed Thursday Is . 1931A  for 
Darwin ETA 1430/4.

(2) 9 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Jiarbour;

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - ,fLA?K0BEn (AMS) iiL’ s 429.314,815 
Merchant Vessels: ”MANGOLAH "CARDROSS"

Cii) EMEMY FORCES

2230/1-0015/2, Toeal was attacked by four Catalinas, 
Several fires and explosions were caused on the 
waterfront#

3. SOUTH WESTERS AREA

(1) AIL ISP FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/5 ;

Slj sxmouth CSulf 1330/30 ETA Fremantle 2330/3.
(2) H*K0MBII.A (Ah) da par ted Sydney I B l i /h  for Fremantle ETA 3 Dee.

tnence proceed Sues*

(b) j-n Harbour;

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - n ADEL AIDS” “VAN HEEHSKERK” (CL)
"VAN GALES'- “TJ£;RK HIDDES" (DD) "CHILDS” ' (a&  
“HORSHAM” DUB30” (AMS) "ATREUS" (CM) 
“WHIPPOORWILL” (AM) "PSLIAS" (AS)
•oajm auuR * (asr) "isabel” (py) sc. 739

„ XF**230

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - ".W.B.PRESTOK” (AVD) "LARK” (AM)



4.- BASSES® & SOUTHERN AREA

{i) ALT. 1:33 FORCES

(a) At Sea to

(1) "1 ILCAN^'IAn "BALLAFAT" / ’escorting Convoy i-G.87 (2 MV) departed
0aloundra 1156/1 en route Sydney ‘EJa ' 1200/3.

(2) "WARD” (AI3D) due Sydney 5 Dec, from S.P .A .
(3) "KAFPHSDA” (AMS) departed Melbourne 1745/2 for Sydney ETA 1330/4.
(4) "YANDRA" ’’KALGOORLXB” escorting Convoy OC.147 (5 MV) departed

Melbourne 0230/1 ETA PorVTenbla lSQo/5, Newcastle 2330/3.
(5) 'ROCKHAMPTON” "ABRAHAM BRYSSEN* escorting Convoy SO .148 (11 jay)

for Melbourne ETA 230C/5. “ ...........................
(6 ) "TROMP" {CL) departed Melbourne 0700/2 for Premantle ETA 060Cl/l7,

thence to proceed out of S .W .P .A .

(b) in Harbour A-

Port Stephens
Newcastle
Sydney

Melbourne

Wes temper t

- Warships & Aux. * ’’TULSA" (PG)
- Warships &  Aux. ~ M L . 807
- Warships & Aux. - "DENT" " S T R I N G ( A P D )  

"GOULBUrtN" n DELORAINE" "MORESBY" "PIRIE"
"BTJHDAB3RGn "GLENELG" "ECHUCA" (AMS)
"HILO” (PG) "BOHDARBE" (CM) "KYBRA" (a/ s 
Vessel) ML* s 430, 817, 802, 809, 821 

(Repairing, Refitting) - "HOBART" (CL) "PHILIP" (DD)
- Warships k Aux. - "lIILDUita" 11 BENDIGO" "IWERBLL” 

(MTS) "DOOMBA" (a /3  Vessel)
- Warships & Aux. - "BINGESA" (A/S Vessel)

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

Scean Island ■* On 2 Dec. 2 reconnaissance Liberators bombed
A/A positions and buildings along shore of Ocean Island. 
One aircraft circled the island for 30 minutes at 
8000  feet and r ©ported that the whole island appeared 
deserted with the harbour area containing considerable 
floating debris.

INDIAN OCEAN

Cocos Island - A possible subiaarine was reported by aircraft 
230 miles H.W. Cocos Island at 1755/1.

ENEMY * S PROBABLE NEXT KOVE

(1) Consolidation of defences Marshalls, Carolines, Bisaiarcks, North 
, r, . coast New Guinea, East Indies, Malayan areas.

constant effort to maintain maximum air and naval strength in
general Carolines, Marshalls, Bisaaapcks, New Guinea areas 
to off-set allied forward moves.

(3) Use of barges, submarines and destroyers for ni^at transportation 
runs to forward areas.

(4/ Continued use of submarines for reconnaissaa ce and offensive patrol 
duties in allied operational areas in Pacific and Tndian 
Oceans.

— oOo —
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ALLIED FORCES

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART II

MOST SECRET
3 December, 1943

ALLIED fc ENEMY ORDER Off BATTLE

I ,  SOUTH WEST & SOUTH PACIFIC
ENEMY FORCES

South 'Pacific
(Eastern Section) South pacific

Bismarc’ks'
Solomons

Carolines
Marshalls

BB

CV

CL

o h m

m i ' 

W /cvs

%A\r/XCV S 

DD

ALTAMHA

AUSTRAL IA 
SHROPSHIRE

PHOENIX 
KASEVILLE 
TRDMP 

*  H03ART

WASHINGTON 
Oik S SAC HU SETT S 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
ALABAMA

SA,iAT DGA 
ESSEX
BUHKEB HILL

PRINCETON 
*  IKDSECKDEK CE

m i w e  william
BRETON

*
*
j*

COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
K0NTPEEL3ER
ST. LOUIS
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN
SAKTA PE
MOBILE
BIRMINGHAM
DHNVER
IJEAEPER

HERON 
SAN BABLO 
HALF MOON

WARRAi/nJSGrA
ARUMTA
HELM
RALPH TALBOT 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
CONYNGHAM 
3AGLEY 
DRAYTON 
FLUSiSER 
LAMSON 
MAHAN 
REID

*  PHILIP

WRIGHT
BALLARD
CHANDELIER

Approx 40

YUBARI 
(damaged)

8«10
(1-2 damaged)

Y AMATO 
MUSASHI 
KONGO 
BAR UNA 
NAGATO 
MUTSU

ZUIKAKU
SHOKAKU

CKITOSE

CHOKAI 
KUMANO 
SU2UYA 
TIKUMA 

M MOOAMI

NAGARA 
KOSHIRO 
OYODO 
NASA 
ISUZU 
AmKUSA 

*  AGANO

KATQRI

1-2 (1 damaged)

*  NOTORO

25 (some repairJt^

x £ion-effeetive

- 1 •
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MOST SECRET 
5 December, 1943

Gouthwe3t Pacific Bismarcks Carolines
(Eastern Section) South Pacific Soloiaons T,mr shalls

SS ALBACORE 
BLACKFISH 
CORVIHA 
G-ATO 
HAY 
PSTO 
BATON

)

) On Patrol

)
)

20 20

GUARDFISH
SCAMP

jS

apa/ apd / a&a

\

A S

AD

AH

S.51

K#9
BALAO

35

H.T.ALLEN
MANOORA
WESTRALIA
KANIJffiLA
ALSOHAB
GILMER
SANDS
humphreys
BROOKS 

| KILTY 
1 CROSBY

dent

STRING HAM 
WARD

PULTON
OTUS

DOBSIM 
J* DIXIE

HI CEL
PLATYPUS

)

} A t  Brisbane 
)

At Sydney 
At Milne Bay

Approx 30

10 APA
11 APB 

6  AKA

FROMETBBUS

m

AIRCRAFT (N.E.Area O n l y )  -

ighters (incl* 19 twin»eng/)243
Light &  ts/Bombers 140
SE/Bombers 48
Flying Boats 2
Floatplanes 50
Transport & Oban, a / c  1 5

?

JL

ALLIED .FORCES
2* NORTHERN PACIFIC

ENEMY FORCES

CL DETROIT
RALEIGH
Richmond

ABUKUMA

_  AV/CV3 

% H
22

/  10
*/ ’ ^

AKITSUSHIim
5

Approx 4 
1

*  Kon-«ffective
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MOST SECRET
3 December, 1943

3* CE1TRAL PACIFIC
ALLIED FORCES

CV

CV(T) 

07 (L)

CV (E)

NORTE CAROLINA 
INDIANA 
WEST VIRGINIA 
COLORADO 
MARYLAND

• . TENNESSEE 
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
IDAHO
CALIFORNIA 
PENNSYLVANIA 

n OKLAHOMA

PRISE
YORKTOSm
LEXIKGTOK

CCMPENS 
BELLEAU W OOP 
MONTEREY

SUWANNEE 
&ABGAMON 
CHENANGO 
BAR NX 3 
C O P A R SE  

CORAL SEA 
CORREOIDOR 
LONG ISLAND 
MISSION BAY 
NASSAU

ENEf.^ FORCES

ISE
YAM  SHIR 0
FUSO (Poss» Mandates)
HYUGA (being iaodernised)

HOSHO

ZUIHO
*  HAY AT AKA

*  QTAEA 
CHIJYO 
UNYO

CA

OCA
err •

CL(T)
m r ~
WTovs 
W Y k c v s  
515 “ 

ss 
I S

BALTIMORE
BOSTON
CHESTER 
WICK IT A 
MEW ORLEANS 
MIMEA POL IS 
SAN FRANCISCO 
PENSACOLA 
INDIANAPOLIS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
PORTLAND 

* LOUISVILLE,

OAKLAND
x HONOLULU 
x RENO
«  CONCORD

POCOKGKE
m

Approx 35 
Approx 50

9

m  KACHI
x tom
x AOBA
*  HAGURO
*  moKO
x ATAGO
*  TAKAO
*  MAYA

6
TATSOTA
YAHAGI (on trials)
TAMA 

x KISO 
x NATORI

KASHIMA
6-7
CKIYODA (under conversion 

3 to ACV)
25 (some repair!ng)
Approx 30 
2 (1 repairing)

Eon»ef feetive

- 3 -
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4. SOUTH EASTERN PACIFIC

MOST SECRET
3 December, 1943

TRENTON

2

5. BAST IKPIS8 -IBPIAK OCEAN

SoubiiwosF’Pacif 1c ’ ‘
(Western Section) Eastern Fleet Area East Indles-Phlllpplnea

BB

CV(L)

OV ( )

CA

CL

CL (T ) 

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

SS

AS

ADELAIDE 

VAN HBMSKERK

CHILDS
W.B*PRESTON

VAN GALEN 
I  JERK HIDDES

BIILFISH
BONEFISH
BOWFIN
CAPELIN
COD
GREVALLE
MARWHAL
POMPOM
PUFFER
TUNA

RAM ILL IBS

BATTLER

SUFFOLK
SUSSEX
HAWKINS
FROBISHER

KENXA
NEWCASTLE
MANCHESTER
DANAE
EMERALD

CANTON
GMTRAL
CARTHAGE

ALBATROSS

Approx 27

K. 12
BLUEFISH
CA3RILLA
KIKGFISH
RASHER

PELIAS

On patrol

At Fremantle

AIRCRAFT (N.W.Area Only)

•Fighters (Incl. 27 twin-eng.) 168
Light & M*Bombera 55

SE/Bombers 16
Flying Boata 12
Floatplanes 49
Transport & Oban. A/C 39

X HITAKA
RYUHO

ASEIGARA

KUMA
01
KIT AG A MI 
KINU

KASHI i

KAMOI

1

10

6
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G E N E R A L  H E A D Q U A R T E R S  

S O U T H  W E S T  P A C IF IC  A R E A  

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

Allied and Enemy Activity

No. @75 Date: 4 tii December, 1943

PART I .

A . ■SOUTH ffftST PACIFIC AdBA

1 • ftORTir e a sb sss  area

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/4 ;

(1) "STELLA* ”SHEPPARTOH1* "PCLfiSIS” surveying Morobe-Huon Gulf area.
(2) "WARREGO* escorting Convoy TN*185 ("CAE2 MEARE3*) departed 

Fitzroy Island "at approx. 0600/S for Milne Bay 
ETA 1300/4,

(S) "DRAXTOH" departed Caloundra 1409/2 to RV with “KLI^POUEEIK” in 
position 18''30 ’S 159°00»E at 0500/4 for m ine Bay.

(4) *GYHPIE* IffillTJ.* %AGCA« escorting Convoy T!**186. "VMKSA* 
escorts Portion A (UMPIRE S i i W  whiMii&X1 FLINDERS” ) 
to Port Moresby, others escort Portion B (nAASE 
KAI2RSK" "H.L*ABBOTT" 11S • BA MBIT, i GER 0 M S. CRAMS" WR .P . 
EARNER" 2 LGIs) . ETA both Portions 1300/6.

(5) ”POLLUX” (AKS) en route Brisbane to Milne Bay ETA 1600/6 ,
(6) "KATOOMBA” *BOHB0RY,f "LITIXKM” departed Milne Bay 1730/3 ETA 

Grafton Passage 0900/5*
(7) “JPG•1124* escorting 1 MV en route Milne Bay To Townsville 

ETA 2300/5.
(8 ) "GLADST0J3E” escorting 1 W . departed Port Moresby lllo /3  for 

Cairns ETA 2115/15.
(9) t!YMS#71{l towing floating dock departed Thursday Is*1130/3 for 

M ine  Bay ETA p.m. 9 Dec.
(10) "PC. 113151 (ex Convoy QL*34 ) en route Calms ETA 080©/©*
(11) 5* SC *650* in company with ”YiiS*9” (ex Convoy QL.34) en route Caim» 

for docking*
(12) " CASTLE !4AIHE* (ex Convoy wL.34) en route Townsville ETA 1800/4*
(13) ’’HERON" en route Townsville to Brisbane.
(14) f,GEEL0!JGif escorting Convoy L0..34 (3 ships)
(15) "KUrnjMBA” departed Townsville 1705/2 for Gladstone ETA 1400/4 

for convoy to Brisbane.
(16) nPC*1123M departed Caloundra 1823/2 to RV with “DAY STAR* in 

position 24°25»s 157°58*E at 1500/s and escort to Lady 
Elliott Island. PC.1123 then to RV with "HERO* In 
position 26 48*3 157°45*E at H 0 0 /5  and escort to 
Brisbane•

(17) "VEBBEETA” departed Caloundra 2030/3 to RV with "GAPE MENDOCINO” 
In position 2 7 °0 l*S 156°56*E at 1100/4 and escort to 
Brisbane.

(18) nYMS*3l5,! escorting "GOLF MARACAIBO” “STANVAC CAPETOWN” to 
Brisbane from S.P .A .

(19) ”WARRKAMB00L” «TaVNSVIILEn "BROOMS" "ML.822" escorting Convoy 
CP*88 <2 MV) to Caloundra was due 0730/4* aBkbom” to 
Be sailed subsequently to Townsville.

(20) 7 submarines on patrol.

•  1 •



(b) In 

Finschhafen

Lae

Morobe
Buna

Oro Bay

Firiwlna 
Woodlark Island

Goodenough Is* 
m ine Bay

Port Moresby

Thursday is* 
Cairns

a-aIxi Island 
Townsville 
Gladstone 
Brisbane

Harbour:

- Warships &  Aux* « ’"LOOKOUT” (AG)
Merchant Vessels: irLORINNAu "MBLINGA" "MULCRA"

- Warships &  Aux* •  SCi746 Yi.fS.72
Merchant Vessels*. *CAPK SANDY1' "G.KINO" "SQUAB” 

"SIBIGO" " A . BURL INGHAMS *
•  i7ar ships & a u x *  •  ML.427 "PORTUlvUS" {AGP)
- Warships & Aux. - SC.637 YMS.51 ML«s 424, 425

ML*s 801, 806# 816, 819 "TRINITY" (AO) 
Merchant Vessels? "S.CRAMT;" ,eADM.HALSTEAD"

- Warships & Aux. - SO.654
Merchant- Vessels: iSJ.J.ASTOR" "-J.DUBIQUE"

"J.W.MACKAY" "WM.PROUSE" "T .COROT" "J.R03S" 
"VAN mil BOSCH” "THOS*JEFFERSON" "CHAS.B. 
SMITH" "E.D.BAKSR" "E.M.WESTCOTT"
"G .V .L  .ESEXER " "HANYANG"

•  Warships & Aux* - SC's 645, 749
•  Warships & Aux. •  SC’ s 747, 727, 750 YM3.313 

Merchant Vessels: 11 JOSEPH LAKE" 11 TRIANGULUM”
•  Herchant Vessels: "GREY LAG”
•  Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA” "SHROPSHIRE" (CA)

"PHOENIX" "NASHVILLE" (CL) "WARRAMUNGA" 
"ARUFTA" "HELM" uRALPH TALBOT" "Z^UGFORD"
"EAGLEY" nOO!-<YNGHAi.\!I ** SMITH" "MEAN* "LAHSOK" 
"SHAW" "HEID" "ELUSSBR" (DD) "BROOKS"
"SANDS" "GILLIEE" "HUMPHREYS" (APE) "tfBSTRAlXA* 
(APA) SC’s 648, 698, 799, 703, 731, 732,738 
SC’ s 742, 743, 744, 748, 981, 982 
YUS*s 11, 49, 50, 52, 53, 70, 73, 314, 334, 
YMS's 335, 336 YP*s 233, 236, 278, 283 
SSL*a 428, 430, 431, 818 PC’ s 47S, 479 
PC’ s 1119, 1120, 1121, 1122 "RIGEL" (AR)
25 LST’s 15 AFC’s 29 PT’ s "YUNNAN" (ASIS)
B o b b in " (a d ) "q t u s " " f u lt o n ’  (a s ) " half

MOON" (AVP) "BISHOPDALE" "SUSQUEHANNA" (AO) 
fSPRINGDALE" (YDG) "AMYCUS" (ARL)
"CALEDONIAN SALVOR" (M $  "COUCAL" (ASK) 
"GARTER HAIL" (LSD) "MIZAR" *MERKER" (AF)
"tasman" (AE)

(Mote: SPECIAL OPERATIONAL MOVEMENTS OUT OP
t o b e t v a e w w rsaqgirn -------

Merchant Vessels: "ABIGAIL-ADAMS" "ALAMO"
f,BALIKPAPAN" **W* BEAUMONT" "BORGFRED" "BOTH" 
"J.G.BRADY" "CAPE ANNE" ‘'J.CARROLL"
"CEFALU" "H.DODGE" " J.EARL" "ESSO EALBAO" 
"F.A.EXLERf "G.E.FLANDERS" "GANNYMEDE"
"F.J.IRWIN” "JAPARA" "T.G.LOWE" "/.LYKBS" 
MvTAh "MAUI" "koRMACDALB'1 "F*G. NEWLANDS" 

"HEW ZEALAND" "B*OSBORNE" "J.PJL MER"
WTHOS.C.POWER" "RAM©" "A.ROVAELI® 

"STAQLN" *H. STANBURY 1 "M.M. STEWART" 
5»ARTEIH0HDT" "2FJISADAHE" "J.THOMAS"
"TECUMSEH" "VAN HEUTSZ" "VAQUSRO"

* Karahips & Aux. - YMS’s 8, 46, 47, 48 ML.426 
Merchant Vessels: "D.P.BARRY" "MO&PORO" "MULIAHA*

"SKAGERAK" "Of. 3 .LADD"
- Warships & Aux. - "FREMANTLB" (AMS) ML.805
- War ships & Aux. - "COLAC" (AMS) PC’ s 477 SC*736

YP’ s 280,281 ML’ s 803, 804, 920 "PLATYPUS® 
(AR) "M O O R A " (APA)

- Warships L Aux* - "SAN PABLO" (AF/)
•  Warships & Aux. - "ARARAT" (AMS)
- Warships & Aux. - Mil
- Warghips & Aux. - "ALTAMARA* (GVE) "STUART" (DD)

"KILTY" "CROSBY" (APB)"3WAN» ’B0W£N""C0WRA" 
WHY ALL A" (AMS) SC»s 735, 741 PC.1132 
ftiL*& 808, 826 YlfS.lQ ?’H.T*ALLEN" "KAMMELA"

( W )  “WWOSAb” (* J » )“VICTOaii.»SHXKfT ,M W «
(AO) GOLDSTAR" {AG7 "&1ANUNDA” (AH)



(c ) Proposed Ifovemen-ss s

(1) •OCLAC1* to HV with *KATOOH3A” {intended for Milne Bay in
Conwy TN*186 but departure delayed) off Pltsroy Is. 
i n w r  'and proceed to overtake Convoy T&* 166.

(2) "VENDETTA" to depart Caldundra 0S00/5 escortlng ''’Ai^AMitHA'1 (CVE)
until 2100/5 ,  then to return Brisbane*

(3) "WARRNAKBOOL" BT0wNS7ILLE" are detailed t o escorc Convoy PG*88
{6 ships) departing Brisbane a.m. 5 Bee.

X

(ii) BNEIff FORCES -

(1) Treasury Island - At 2130/l, two Japs attempting to ©scape in a 
canoe from R, coast Treasury Island were intercepted by 
FT boats and killed.

(2) Empress Augusta Bay « Ground forces in the 3f*B, Sector of the 
’YoroHna "'perimeter report that the enemy has broken contact*

(3) Cape St, George - Buka Area - At 1200 /s , four barges were 
observed by aireraTt 25 miles S*E* by S* of Cape St.
George on course 100°, apparently heading for Buka*

(4) l\e.v Hanover Area- - A preliminary intercept reports 11 ships,
"*™~poi¥IFIy a convoy, 30 miles S* of Cape Matanalem sighted 

by aircraft at 2320/3.
(5) Gar ova Island - At 1520/3, a Liberator destroyed by bombs 5 of

S’ barge a seen at Jobn Albert Harbour, Three floatplanes 
were reported on the water probably in Pap'ua Bay,
Kundua Island*

(6 ) Bismarck sea - At 2147/3, an unidentified vessel was reported by
aircraft 30 miles W*N*W* Cape Pomas (S.W* Gazelle 
Channel) heading E* possibly returning from a mission to 
Garove Island.

(7) Central Solomon Sea - At 1048/3, aircraft reported a small
submarine &5 miles S*S*E* Gassata,

(S) Cape Gloucester - At 0950-1038/3, dumps and a/ a positions at
Cape Gloucester were attacked by at least 40 Liberators,
29 Mitchells, 6 Marauders with substantial Thunderbolt 
cover* Reports not yet complete, but the target area 
was apparently well covered.

One squadron reported a surfacing submarine 
400 yards off-shore,

(9) K*Coast Hew Guinea - Photos 1 Dec. show continued activity on
two of tne 3 potential strips at Aitape, one as a fighter 
strip (4,500 f t .)  and the other as a bomber strip 
{8,000 f t ,)  The strips are apparently still under 
construction with 40 revetments completed and more under 
construction together with dispersal lanes*

(10) ^ewak - At 1050-1115/3, four Thunderbolts on a fighter sweep
encountered 24 enemy fighters and shot down four without 
loss. Another six fighters were seen taking off Wewak 
strip.

(11) Flnschhafen Area - At 0813-0822/2 stores and supplies at
Kamlagidu Pt. (1§ miles N* of Bonga) were attacked by 
10 Marauders, 9 Mitchells*

Uext morning at 0845-0SC0/5, the coastal 
track from Masaweng River (6 miles K* of Bonga) to 
Wandokal (2-|; miles further 11.) was attacked by 11 Bostons.

Our forces are closing on Wareo from the 
East, Sou~h and West. On the southern approach, Peak 
Hill (400 yards S /  Wareo) has been c aptured*

3* NORTH 'ffSSTERK M£A

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 1200/4 ;

11) "COOTAMUHDRA" escorting "f ANA&A" departed Thursday Tg. 193l/l 
for Darwin ETA 1430/4,

(2) 11 submarines on patrol.

3



Co) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "LATHOSE" (AMS) ML's 429,814,815 
Mar chant Vessels: "MANGOLA" "CARDROSS*

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

Soesaba - At 1045/s Walngapoe was attacked by 24 Liberators.

3, SOUTH ASTERN A ABA

(1) AILI3D FORCES

(a) At Sea to i2Q o /4:

(1) ;!TJERK KIDDES" escorting "COOLIRDA" departed Premntte lOSO/S
for Broome ETA 13 Dec, (via Gerald tor; ETA C900/4).

(2) MWANGAKSLLAn (AH) departed Sydney 1513/27 for Fremantle ETA
3 Dec* thence proceed Suez.

(c ) In Harbour

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - ’'ADELAIDE11 " VAN HESMSKBRK*
(CL) "VAN GALEN’* (DD) "CHILDS" (AV)
um m $m sF "dubbo" (ams) "atreus" (cm)
"WHIPPOORWILL" (AM) "PELI&S11 (AS) 
"CHANTICLEER" (ASR) "ISABEL" (PY) SC#739 
YP*s 286, 288

Exmouth Gulf •  Warships & Aux, •  "W ,B .PRESTON" (AVD)
"LARK" (AM)

4. IJ A STERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(!) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /4 :

(1) "KAPUNDA" (AMS) departed Melbourne 1743/2 for Sidney ETA 1330/4
thence to proceed Townsville,

(2) "ROCKHAMPTON" "ABRAHAM CRYS8EN" escorting Convoy C0.148 (11 MV)
for Melbourne ETA 2300/5*

(S) "TROUP" (CL) departed Melbourne 070C/2 for Fremantle ETA
060C/7 , thence to proceed out of S«W,P,A,

(b ) In H arbo r ;

Port Stephens - Warships & Aux. - "TULSA" (PG)
Newcastle - Warships & Aux, * SSL,807
Sydney * Warships & Aux. «* "DENT1* "STRINGHAii"

"WARD” (APD) "W1LCANNIA" "BALLARAT" 
"gCJLBURN" ''DEL OR A IKE" "MORESBY" "PIRIE" 
KALvrOORLIE" "3UNDABERG" "GLENELG" 

"ECHUCA" (AKS) "HILO" (PG) "BUNGAREE" 
(CM) "KYBRA" "YANDRA" (A/s Vessels)
ML»s 430, 8o2, 809, 817, 821 

(repairing, Refitting) - "HOBART" (CL) "PHILIP11 (DD) 
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "MILDURA" "BENDIGO"

"IWTERELL" (M S ) "DOOMBAf> (a/S  Vessel) 
Westernport •  Warships &  Aux, - "BINOERA" (A/S Vessel)

INDIAN OCEAN
EMSMY FORCES

" At 0l00/4 , a British merchant ship reported being
torpedoed by an enemy submarine in position 110 miles
S, ., by a, of Aden,

- 4 -



NAVAL IHCID5NTS

X
Mand a to s -Bi sma r c k3 - Further success of U .S . submarine attacks 

is reported in the sinking of a loaded 7500 ton 
cargo vessel in a convoy of two user chant ships 
and 2-3 escorts 180 miles north of Admiralty 
Islands on course 165° at 0907/1.

EMMY'S PROBABLE IT,XT MOVE

(1) Consolidation of defences Marshalls, Carolines, Bismarcks,
"orth coast Hew Guinea, last Indies, Malayan areas.

{2) Constant effort to maintain maximum air and naval strength in 
general Carolines, Marshalls, Bismarcks, New Guinea 
areas to off-set allied forward moves.

(3) Use of Barges, submarines and destroyers for night transportation
runs to forward areas.

(4) Continued use of submarines for reconnaissance and offensive
patrol duties in allied operational areas in Pacific 
and Indian Oceans*

- 5 -



DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

MOST SECRET
4 December, 1S43

FART II

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE

1. SOUTHWEST & SOUTH PACIFIC
ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

South’ 'Pacif'ic ' ' BTsmaFcics"
(Eastern Section) South Pacific Solomons

Carolines
Marshalls

BB

CV

; v ( U

gvte) ALVAMAHA

tfASBINGTON 
11A S SAC IIU SET T S 
30UTE DAKOTA 
ALABAMA

SARATOGA
ESSEX
BUNKER HILL

PRINCETON 
n INDEPENDENCE

PRINCE WILL JAM 
BRETON

YAMATO
rfJSASHI
KONGO
HARUNA
NAGATO
MOTSU

2(JISA20J
SHOMXU

CHITOSE

CA

CL

AUSTRALIA
SHROPSHIRE

PHOENIX 
NASHVILLE 
TROMP 

* BO 3ART

COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MONTPELLIER 
ST. LOUIS 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN JUAN 
SANTA FE 
MOBILE 

s BIRMINGHAM 
x DENVER
*  leander

YUBARI
(damaged)

CHOKAI
KUMANO

SUZUYA
TIKUMA

*  MOGAMI

ftAGARA
NOSHIRO
OYODO
NAKA
ISUZU
AMAKUSA

*  AGANO

xav/ xcvs

DD

HERON 
SAN PABLO 
HALF I.IOON

WARRAMUNGA
ARUNTA
HELM
UAL PH TALBOT 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
CONYNGHAM 
BAGLEY 
DRAYTON 
FLUSSBR 
LAMSON 
MAHAN 
REID 

*  EHILIF

WRIG ST
BALLARD
CHANDELIER

Approx 40 6 -1 0
(1-2
damaged.)

KATORI

1 - 2 (1
damaged)

n NOT OR 0

3

25 ( 3ome
repairing)

3t Ban-effective
- i  .



Southwest' Pacific” " Sis -macks Carolines 
(f,astern Section) South Pacific______ Solomons__  Marshalls

MOST SECRET
4 December, 1943

3S

FT

1LBACQRE
BLACKS'ISH
CORVINA
GATO
RAY
2ET0
RATON

&UASDFI3E 
SCAMP 
S .31

K.9
BALAO

35

Ar^/AFD/AsOi
H-.T •ALLEN 
MANOORA
#3STRALIA
kanimbla

ALGCdAB 
GILMER 
SANDS 
HUMPHREYS 
33 GO ICS 
KILTY 
CROSBY 
D3 NT
STRIMGHAM
WARD

AS FULTON
OTUS

AD DOBBIN
ft DIXIE

AR RIGEL
PLATYPUS

)

On Patrol

)
) At Brisbane 
)

At Sydney 
At Milne Bay

Approx 30

10 A PA
11 APD 

6 AKA

PROMETHEUS

^ AIRCRAFT (HI;.Area Only)

Fighters (incl. 19 twin-eng/) 242
Light &. M/Bombers 
SE/Bombers 
Frying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport & Obsn. p/<0

140
48

2
50
13

20 20

CL

A'T/CVS
DD

IS

ALLIED FORCES

DETROIT
RALEIGH
RICHMOND

22
10

2. IDRTHSRBf PACIFIC
ENEMY FORCES

ABUKUMA

Aa ITSUSHIMA 
5

Approx 4 
1

a* Non-effective

- 2 -



ALLIES FORCES

NORTE CAROLINA
IHBIAKA
WEST VIRGINIA
COLORADO
MARYLAND
TENNESSEE
MISSISSIPPI
NSW MEXICO
IDAHO
CALIFORNIA 
P£KN SYLVANIA 

n OKLAHOMA

3 . CV.HT iAL PACIFIC
ENE&IY FORCES

XSE
YAH/. SEIKO

FU30 {Poso# Mandates) 
HYUGA (being modernised)

MOST SECRET
4 December, 1943

ENTERPRISE
YORKTOWN
LSXIMKPOK

C 0//PZNS 
BELL3AU WOOD 
MONTEREY

SUWANNEE 
SANGA? ON 
CHENANGO 
BARESS 
CGPAHEE 
CORAL SEA
cohrbb idor

LONG ISLAND 
MISSION BAY 
NASSAU

HOSHO

ZUIHO 
J# RAYATAKA

* OTAKA
CHUYO

UNYO

BALTIMORE 
BOSTON 
C MISTER 
WICHITA 
NSW ORLEANS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
SAN FRANCISCO 
PENSACOLA 
INDIANA POL13 
SALT LAKE CITY 
PORTLAND 

* LOUISVILLE

T O M '

* KACIil 
3* AOBA
it KAGURO 
x  m o K o  

is ATAGO
*  TASAO 
x MAYA

OAKLAND 
:* HONOLULU 
* RENO 
?* CONCORD

6

TATSUTA
YAHAGI (on trials) 
TAMA

*  El SO
*  NAT OR I

PGCOMOKE

Approx 35
Approx 50

9

m Non-effective

KASHIMA
6 - 7

CHIYODA (under conversion to
3 ACV)

25 (some repairing)
Approx 30
2 (1 repairing)



CL

DD

BB

OV(L) 

( )

CA

CL

CL(T)

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCYS

DD

AS

4. SOUTH EASTERN PACIFIC

MOST SECRET
4 December, 1943

TRENTON

2

5. EAST INDIES-INDIAN OCEAN

Southwest Pacific “  ' ' ‘ “ ' ' " ----—
(Western Section) Eastern Fleet Area East Inaies-Phillppines

RAMIILIES

HI TAKA 
RYUHO

ADELAIDE
VAN HEEMSKBRK

CHILDS 
W. B« PRESTON

VAN GALEN 
TJERK HXDDES

DILLFISH
BONEFISH
BO&FIN
CAERILLA
CAPELIN
COD
GR2VALLB
KARWHAL
POMPOM
PUFFER
TUNA

BAT’ILER

SUFFOLK
SUSSEX
HAWKINS
FROBISHER

KENYA
NEWCASTLE
MANCHESTER
DANAE
EMERALD

CALTON
CHITRAL
CARTHAGE

ALBATROSS

Aprox 27

On Patrol

fs *12
I2LUEFISII
KIMOFISH
RASHER

PELIAS

} At Fremantle
)

AIRCRAFT (NW.Araa Only)
(■JeHters (incl. 27 twin-eng.) 168
Ajlwht l  Bombers
SE/Boriibers 
Plying Boats 
Floatplanea 
Transport c> Oban, a/ c

55
16
12
49

AS Iil GAR A

KUMA
01
KITAGAMI
KINU

KASHI I

KAMOI

1

10



C . 0 . T. C . British —  M O S T  S E C R E T  
U . S. —  S E C R E T

G E N E R A L  H E A D Q U A R T E R S  

S O U T H  W E S T  P A C IF IC  A R E A  

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

Allied and Enemy Activity

No- 676 Date: 5th December, 1943

rliT I ,

A. SOUTH flb'ST PACIFIC AREA 

1 . KOviTH EA8TERH AREA
(!)  ALLIED PORCLS 

(a) At Bea to 12Q0/o:

departed*Milne B ay  0400/o for Lae ETA 1200/5 .
(3) HSC.743" escorting "BULIAMBA” departed Milne Bay 0400/3 for Lae

WSb 0500/7•
(4) "SC. 732n escorting »Y.14tt departed Lae 1800/3 for Milne Bay ETA

1300/5.
(3) nBRAYT0Hn departed Caloundra 1409/2 to RV with "iCLIfPONTEIK" in 

position 18°30, S 159°00 'E  at 0500/4 for Milne Bay ETA
6 Dec.

(6) "GYMPIB" "STAtfELL” "WAGGA" escorting Convoy TK»186. "WAQGA"
escorts Portion A ( "EMPIRE SlI^r;Rl! ',i«AT53uiV; PLIHDERS” ) 
to Port ISoreshj, others escort Portion 3 ( "tUL. ABBOTT"
”8*BAHBUR6ER” S.GRAHE" “E ,P .BARKERn 2 LCI's).ETA both 

, . « .. portions 1300/6.
(7) C0LAC departed Calms 1335/4 to HV with nKAT00MBAn vicinity

Pitsroy Is. to overtake and join Convoy TB.186.
(8) "POLLUX" (AK3) en route Brisbane to m ine Say L:;i’A i*>0o/s.
(9) *YMS.71f} towing floating dock departed Thursday Is . 113o/3 for

Milne Bay ETA p.m. 9 Dec.
(10) "TASMAM" (AH) departed M ine  Bay 1600/3 for Brisbane ETA a.m.

7 Dec.
(11) "KATOOMBA" "BUHBIHY* "LITHGCS?1’ departed Milne Bay 1730/3 ETA

Grafton passage 0900/5.
(12) "GLADSTONE” escorting 1 MV departed Port Moresby lllo /3  for Cairns

ETA 2115/5.
(13) "SC .650* in company with nYMS.9w (m  Convoy QL034)»n route Cairns

for docking* *---- -
(14) "HER0II" en route Townsville to Brisbane ETA 0700/7.
(15) ’ST JAKEB departed Oaloun&ra 1128/4 to overtake escort sC0fiTi£SS&

(bound for Townsville) to Lady Elliott Is . Thence to RV 
with j!DUMTROOHw (ex Gladstone bound for Sydney) same 
vicinity at 0730/5 and escort southwards pa* ting company 
as necessary to RV with "WILLARD A.HOLBROOK” In position 
27°12 ’S 155 13 ’E at 0900/6 and escort to Brisbane.

(16) "PC.1123”, having completed escort duties "DAY STAR” to Lady
EELlott Is . proceeding to RV with MP5Oi0H In oosition 

ttns 26°48*S 157 45*E at U G o /s  and escort to Brisbane.
(17) "YM3*315W escorting "GULF MARACAIBO” " STAWAC CABSHaW* to Brisbane

from S. P. A. due 5 December#
(18) "VEHBtETTA* escorting "ALTAMAHA" (CVE) was to depart Caloundra 0600/S

*or duty until 2100/5 and then return Briabane•
(19) 1 ISARRMMBQQLM "TOfffiSVlBLE” escorting Convoy PG.88 (4 m )  were to 

c w dep«* t Caloundra 120C/5 for Sydney.
{<£)) 6 submarines on patrol.

•  1 »



Finschhafen

Lae

MOPob©

Buna

Oro Bay

Kirinfina 
Woodlark Is ,

Gocdenough la. 

MiIn® Bay

Fort Moresby

Thursday Is . 
C a i r n s

Palm Island 
Townsville

Gladstone
Brisbane

(b) IK Harbour t

Warships & Aux. - “LOOKOUT” (AG)
Merchant Vessels j “LOEINHA” *MSLI3SfGAa “MULCRA" 
Warships & Aux* - SC.746 H IS ,72 
Merchant Vessels; "GAPE SANDY” *0.KING” “ NORAB” 

“SIBIG-O” “A.BURLINGHAME”
Warships & Aux. - ML.427, 819 tfpORTUNUS” (AGP) 
Warships 5c Aux. - SO .637 YMS*5l ML’ a 424, 425 

ML'S SOI, 806, B16 "TRINITY" (AO)
Merchant Vessels: "S.CHAKE" “ADM.HALSTEAD”
War shi v& & Aux* - SO *654
Merchant Vessels* *J . J.ASTOR" “J.DUBIOUS”

“J.W.MACKAY” "W M.PROUSS” *? •CORWIN” "J.HOSS" 
"VAN £@i BOSCH” ”THO3• JEFFERSON’1 “CHAS.E, 
SMITH” “E*D*BAKER" "S.M.WB3TC0TT"
”G.V*L.MSYER1' “HANYANG”

Warships &  Aux. - S C ’ s 645, 749 
Warships & Aux. - SC»s 747, 727, 750 YMS.313 
Merchant Vesselss "TRIANGULUM" “JOSEPH LANS” 
Warships & Aux. - ”WESTRALIA” (APA) “CARTER HALfc” 

tLSD)
Merchant Vessels* ”J.EARL”
Warships k Aux. * “AUSTRALIA” "SHROPSHIRE” (GA) 

“PHOENIX” "HASKVILLE” (CL) “WARRAMUNGA”
“ARUNTA" "HELM** '’RALPH TALBOT” "MUGFGRD" 
“BAGLEY” "COBYKGHAM” “SMITH” "MAHAN” “LAMSON" 
“SHAW” "REID” “FLUSSER” (BB) “BROOKS” “SANDS” 
“Q IL K R ” “HUMPHREYS” (AFD) "WARREGO" (AITS)
SC's 648, 698, 799, 703, 731, 738, 742, 743 
SC»s 981, 982 YUS*3 11, 49, 50, 52, 70, 73, 
YMS's 314, 334, 335 YP*s 233, 236, 278, 283 
ML's 423, 430, 431, 818 PC's 473, 479, 1119 
PC's 1120. 1121* 1122 25 L3T»a 15 APC»s 
29 PT»s "RIGEL” (AR) !?YUNNAN” (ASIS)
“DOBBIN” (AD) “0TU3" “PULTON” (AS) ’’HALE?
MOON” (AVP) BBI8H0PDAXE” “SUSQUEHANNA” (AO) 
“SPl&NGDALE” (YDG) “AHYCUS” (ARL)
“CALEDONIAN SALVOR” (ARS) "COUCAL" (ASK) 
“!£EZAR” “MBRKUR” (AP)

(Note# SPECIAL OPERATIONAL MOVEMENTS OUT
—  s n m s r  w s r m n & m : i--- ---

s»rchant Vessels* "ABIGAIL ADAMS* ”ALAMO”
"J.G.BRADY” “CAPE ANNE” “CAPE 

HEARSS” “J.CARROLL” “CEFALU” ”B.DODGE”
“ESSO BALBAO” ”F*A*EILERS“ ”G*H« FLANDERS” 
“GANYMEDEK ”P .J .IH »IN 'S “JAPAHA” ” T.C.LOSE” 
“J.IXKES” ”MCTANh “MAUI” “MORMACDALE”
”P«G*MEWLA3D3” « W  ZEALAND” ”B*OSBORBE”
” J*PAXI,|£R“ ”W.H*POI«T“ ”THOS»C* POvfKR” ”RAMO” 
“A.ROVALLI” ”STAGEN” H*STANBURY” "M.M. 
STEWART” “SWART3NJI0HDT” “TOISADANE”
”j*THOHAS“ “TECOMSEH” “VAN HEUTSZ" “VAQUERO” 

fSarships & AUx. - YMS's 8 , 46, 47, 48 ML.426 
Merchant Vessels* “D.P.BARRY*? "ilONTORO” “MULIAMA” 

“SKAGERAK” “W.S.LAXJD”
Warships h Auk. - “FREMANTLE” (AldS) ML*60S 
Warships & Aux. - PC's 477, 1124, 1131 SC.736 

Y?*s 280, 281 ISL'a 803, 804, 820 "PLATYPUS” 
(AR) “MAKOORA” (APA)

Warships 6s Aux, - ”3AN PABLO” (AVP)
Warships & Aux. - "CASTLBHAINE* "ARARAT” (AMS) 

“AASS MERS3F (AO)
Warships & Aux. - “KBHU1S3A” (AO)
Warships &  Aux. - MAL$AIIAHA” (CVE) “KILTY" "CROSBY” 

fAFD) *W A S* "BOWEN" “CQWEA” GEELONG” " BEDOUSE* 
"WHYALLA” (AMS) SC's 735,741 PC.1132 ML.808 
SIL1826 YMS.lO "H.T* ALLEN* "KANIMSLA" (APA) 
“ALGOSAB” (AJCA) “VICTORIA" “SHIKELLAM2” (AOi 
“GOLDSTAR" (AG) 9MANtTHDA* (AH)



/

(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) "WBYAILA" SC .741 are detailed to eseort Convoy £L«55 departing 
Caloundra lSOO/5. Both escorts detailed for Convoy m » 5 &

(2) *BROOMS” {ex Convoy PG.88) to sail with QL, convoy departing
Brisbane 8 Dec*

<Ii) EIIEMY FORCES

(1) Buin Base - In addition to the Mitchell raids on Maliai (on
Miorgusiai Is*) on successive days 30 Nov*# 1 and 2 Dec.
(as reported in Summary No#675), Korovo on S*E. coast 
Shortland Is. was raided 1142/2 by 24 Liberators.

At 1530/4 a large camouflaged seaplane was 
observed in Tuka Channel (between Shortland and Poporang 
Is ,)

Photos 4 Dec. show Kahili, Kara and Bellaic 
runways all unserviceable*

(2) Kieta - At 1130/5, supply and bivouac areas at Kieta were success-
fully attacked by 23 Mitchells. Five large and numerous 
small fires were started*

(3) S*W. Bougainville - The enemy’s supply line between Buin and souther;
Impress Augusta Bay was attacked throughout 3 Dec*
At 45 minute intervals, six-plane formations involving 
36 Avengers, 58 Dauntle ss, attacked positions on the 
trail from Aku on Poiro River (11 miles W» of Kahili) to 
Kotupina. Thirty to forty buildings were destroyed also 
a 250 ft , bridge over Polro River at Aku*

At 2000-2045/3, 20-25 enemy torpedo and dive 
bombers attacked a transportation echelon escorted by 
destroyers en route Torokina, about 28 miles S,S*W* of 
Motupina Point. At least 6 torpedoes passed close to the 
escorting destroyers and there were several bomb near- 
misses but no actual damage Is reported. Three enemy 
planes were shot down forcertain and another 2 or 3 
probably. Ho further attacks were made during the night 
although a everal enemy aircraft were located and fired on 
by the echelon.

(4) Buka passage Area - Photos 4 Dec. show Buka airfield unserviceable 
' but bomb craters are being filled . Bonis was obscured

by cloud but photos 3 Dec. showed this field unserviceabli 
At IIO6/ 4 , a possible submarine was reported by 

aircraft 20 miles S* of Buka Passage*
(5) N.B. Solomon Sea - At 1203/4, a submarine was reported by aircraft

W Tmiles S. 12. of Cape St* George also & half-sunk 
unidentified vessel 5 miles further S*E*

During the night 3—4 Dec, a Catalina reported a 
number of patrol vessels strung out across S* entrance 
to St. George *s Charnel*

(6) Bismarck Sea - During the night 3-4 Dee. a Catalina unsuccessfully
attacked two patrol vessels and a destroyer In the 
Bismarck Sea. No further details are reported*

At 2333/3, three unidentified vessels were 
reported by Liberators in Kimbe Bay 16 miles ft. by E . 
of Talasea*

At 0003/4, two probable barges were observed off 
Rangambol Pt* (20 miles S .S .E . Of Cap© pomas) heading N*

(7) Mandates-B1amarcks - Further to the report of I I  ships possibly
in convoy sighted night 3 Dec, S. of Hew Hanover (refer 
Summary No* 675), further details give the sighting as
4 naval vessels, 2 transports of 7-9000 tons each and
5 unidentified vessels at 2235/3, 30 miles S* of Cape 
Matanalem. The two large ships were attacked by 3 Liber
ators patrolling the area and one wasbelieved to have 
been sunk. The course of the convoy was undetermined 
but in view of the considerable shipping seen in Kavieng 
anchorage on 2 Dec ., it is thought likely that the convoy 
was outward bound,

(3) Rein Bay - At 1110-1130/4, installations, dumps and barges were
attacked by 18 Mitchells and 6 Liberators. A considerably 
larger Escorted force was scheduled but was turned back 
by unfavourable weather.

3 -



(9) Rottock Bay - At about ll00/3  Liberators reported a two-masted
schooner off-shore approx, midway between Borgen Bay and 
Rein Bay, This vessel may be responsible for two 
unconfirmed reports -
(a) 0945/3 a 4-5000 ton freighter close in-shore Eastern 

Borgen Bay.
(b) 1130/4 a 1000 ton cargo vessel lying off Rottock Bay,

(10) Rooke Island - At 101c/3, aircraft reported 6-9 barges off S,E*
Rooke Island. An unconfirmed report gives two probable 
sea trucks off the S» coast Rooke Island at 0820/3#

(11) Long Island - At 1850/2 an enemy aircraft Ineffectually bombed a
.?T boat 15 miles S. of Long Island.

(12) Sio Area - At 0953/4 Sip area was attacked by 10 Mitchells*
(13) &r-:aa jlai Area - At 0730/4 an important bridge on the Bo gad j im road

was bombed by 16 Kittyhawks, led in by Boomerangs.
A direct hit completely demolished the western half of 
the bridge creating an effective road block.

(14) Finschhafen Area - 0825-090C/4 the coastal track from Wandokai to
Blueher Pt. and dumps in the area were attacked by
16 Bostons.

At 2030/3 two enemy bar ges passed Busika heading
S. and were later observed retiring northwards#

NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES
(a) At Sea to 1200 /5s

( i )  “  :— ■—  ,
12 submarines on patrol,

(b) In Harbour;

Darwin - Wardiips &  Aux, - "COOTAMUNDRA" "LATRQB" (AMS)
HL»S 429, 814, 815 

Merchant Vessels s "MANGCLA" "CAHDROSS" "WANAKA"

SOUTH WESTlStN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/5 :

(1) "TJERK HIDEES" escorting "COOLIKDA" departed Geraldton 14G0/4
for Broome ETA 13 Dec. (via Carnavon ETA 1100/5)

(2) "CHANTICLEER" departed Fremantle 0900/4 for Exmouth C-ulf.
(3) iJYP*288" departed Fremantle 1345/4 for Exmouth Gulf,

(b) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux, - ''ADELAIDE*' "VAN HEEMSHERK"
(CL) "VAN GALEN" (DD) "CEIIDS" (AV) 
"HORSHAM" "DUBBO" (AMS) "ATREUS" (CM) 
"WHIPPOORWILL" (AM) "PEI,IAS" (AS) "ISABEL" 
(IY) SC, 739 YP,286 "WANG A NELL A" (AH) 

Exmouth Gulf - Warships h Aux, - "W,B.PRESTON" (AVD)
"LARK" (AM)

EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA
(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Q0/5:

(1) *BUCHANAN" [DL) ex S ,P ,A . due Sydney 5 Dee* for overhaul and
recreation,

(2 ) "BALLARAT" J*J1L ,807" escorting Newcastle portion of Convoy C0,149

t ^ewca3tle 0600/5 to RV with 
WILCANNXA off oydney and remainder of conwnr (o ^

proceed Melbourne. OI convoJ (2 MV) and
— 4 —



(3) l?ByNDABBBGn *KALGOORLIE“ escorting Convoy G.p»89 were to
depart Sydney 0800/s for Brisbane.

(4) “KAPUNDA" (AMS) departed Melbourne 1743/2 for Sydney ETA
1330/4 thence to proceed Townsville.

(5) “ROCKHAMPTON* “ABRAHAM CRYSSEK" escorting Convoy C0J48 (11 MV)
for Melbourne ETA 0900/6.

(6 ) "DOOMBA" escorting Convoy PC«149 (6 MV)* ETA Port Kembla 2100/7,
Sydney Olckys and Newcastle 1100/ 8 ) departed Melbourne 
2010/4 to HV vicinity Wilsons Promontory with 
Convoy 00 ,148 .

(7) “TROUP* (CL) departed Melbourne 0700/2 for Fremantle ETA 0600/7,
thence to proceed out of S.W .P.A* ~

(b) In Harbour:

Port Stephens - Warships & Aux. * “TULSA* (PG)
Newcastle - Warships & Aux. - Mil.
Sydney - Warships & Aux. *  “DENT" **STRINGHAM" “WARD* (APD)

"WILCAfflflA* "G0UL3URN* “DELORAINE“ "MORESBY*
**PIR12”HGLSNSLGf* !,ECHUCA“ (AMS) “HZLO3 (PG) 
“BUNGARBE3 (CM) “KYBRA" “YANDRA" (A/S Vessels* 
ML’S 430, 802, 809, 817, 821 

(Repairing, Refitting) - “HOBART* (CL) PHILIP** (DD)
Melbourne - Warships & Aux, - “MILDD1A" “BENDIGO* “INVEKELL”

(m s)
festernport - Warships & Aux. - “BINGERA* {A/S Vessel)

(c) Proposed Movements;

Axcer the sailing of Convoy 00.149, CO and OC convoys are to be 
discontinued. Ships sailing between N .S.W . ports south of 32°50»1

I i 2 ^ ! ; a:Vand-,Tas?a?ia7 por"s -wil1  Proceed independently except 
off certain j.ocal points (e .g . Gabo Island and approaches to
Sydney and Newcastle) and in the case of certain special ships*

B. IKDIAff OCEAN ENEMY FORCES

Further evidence of enemy submarine activity is disclosed in 
the reported torpedoing of SS "SCOTIA” In the area 3.W. of 
Maidive Is. at 1640/27 Nov. CinC.E.F. estimates that four or 
rive Japanese submarines are operating In the area, Gulf of Aden* 
Arabian Sea-6 . & , coast India*®'.Indian Ocean.

ENEMY'S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Consolidation of defences Marshalls, Carolines, BIsin&rcks 
/o\ A Jiorth coast New Guinea, East Indies, %layan areas. *
( )  Constarit ©ffort to m int  a in maximum air and naval strength in 

general Jarolines, Marshalls, Bismarcks, Sew Guinea areas 
to off-set allied forward moves.

<S) Ose destroyers for night transportation

( 4 > Continued use of submarines for reconnaissance and offensive 

Indian Oceans ^  &lli6d 0PeratI°E&l areas in Pacific and

— oOc—
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DAILY NAVAL SXilSBEAirSu 

PART II

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OP BATTLE

ALL I SB FORCES

MOST SECRiST
5 December, 1943.

ENEMY FORCE 3

South Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

.'v̂Tjr
•v  V

C V (L )

CV(E)

OL

ALTABSAHA

AUSTRAL' IA 
SHROPSHIRE

PHOENIX
NASHVILLE
TROMP

M HOBART

;l (t )

AV/CVS

eav/ scvs

tXD

HER OK 
3AH PABLO
DAL? MOON

WASHINGTON 
MA 3SA0 HUSET T S 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
ALABAMA

SARATOGA
ESSEX
BUNKER MILL

PRINCETON 
*  INDEPENDENCE

PR2E CE si S-Xjaj X/41
BRETON

COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MONTPELLIER 
ST. LOUIS 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN JUAN 
SANTA PI 
MOBILE 

*  BIRMINGHAM 
x DENVER 
x LEANDER

vvAiiitA iVlU 1<0: A
AHUNTA
HELM
RALPH TALBOT
STtiivHT
VJBJEBOTA
CONYNGHAK
BAGLEY
DRAYTON
PLussaa
LAniSON 
MAHAN 
REID 

3c PHILIP

WRIGHT
BALLARD
CHANDELIER

Approx 40

Bismarck®
Solonons

Carolines 
Mar3halla

6-10 (1-2
damaged)

YAMATO
irUSASEI
KONGO
HARUNA
NAGATO
luysu

ZUIKAKU
SHOKAiCU

CIIITOSE

CHOKAI
HUMAN 0 
SUZUYA 
TIKUHA 

x MOGAMI

NAGARA 
N03HIR0 
OYODO 
HAKA 
I3U2U 
AMAKUSA 

x AGANO 
» YUBARI

EATORI

1*2 (1 damaged)

*  KOTORO

3

25 (some
repairing)

» Non-effective



fr*'-
|
h-y-

ss

3outhwest Pacific 
(eastern flection)

.ALBACORE ) 
DLAQKP16H ) 
CORY IN A ) 
GATO )
3UAHDF1SW ) 

) 
)

South Pacific

On Patrol

HAY
PETO
HATCH

|

F?

3.31

K.9
BALAO
Burte/lrtSH

35 ,

apa/a:d/ara h. t . alle n 
m m o o b a ’
’AUSTRALIA 
KA& IMBLA 
ALGORAB 
CtXLlBR 
SANDS 
HUMPHSEYS 
BROOKS 
KILTY 
CROSBY 
DENT
STRKGKA;-; 
WARD

>
)
) At Brisbane

At Sydney 
 ̂ At Milne Bay

Approx 30

10 A PA
11 APD 
6 AKA

MOST SECRET
5 December* 1943.

Bismarcks"
Solomons

Tsroiine"
Marshall

20 20

AS PULI'Oil

AD DOBBIN 
*  DIXIE

AR RXGEL
PLATYPUS

PROMETHEUS

AIRCRAFT (IM.E.Area Only) 
TIuHieF? (incl. 19 twin-eng.) 

& M/Bombers 
^SE/Boaibera 

Plying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport & Obsn. A/c

242
140

48
2

50
13

ALLIED FORCES
2. NORTHERN PACIFIC

Cl,

AV/CYS
DD

I

DETROIT
RALEIGH
RIGIMQW

22
10

x Non-effective

-  2 -

EKEfaY FORGES 

ABUKUMA

AKITSUSHIEA
5

Apt>rox 4 
1

S3 
83



ALLIED FORGES

BB NORTE CAROLINA
INDIANA 
WEST VIRGINIA 
COLORADO 
M AHXLASD  

T E N N E S S E E  

MISSISSIPPI 
NEW I,EM CO 
IDAHO
CALIFORNIA 
PENNSYLVANIA 

h OKLAHOMA

5. CENTRAL PACIFIC
BNRliY .■ OhUK-3

1 3 5

YAMASEIKO
FU30 (Poss• Mandates) 
HYUGA (being modernised)

MOST SECRET
5 December, 1943,

CV

OV (T) 

3V (L )

ENTERPRISE
YORKTGUN
LBXIGM'OK

C OV BEUi S 
BELLEAU WOOD 
MONTEREY

SWAN I5ES
SAEGAIiON
CHENANGO
BARNES

CGPAHHE
CORAL SEA
CORREGIDOR
LONG ISLAND
MI33I0K BAY
NASSAU

HOSHO

ZUIHO 
3t HAYATAKA

n OTAKA 
CHUYO 
UNYO

CA BALTIMORE
BOSTON
C HESTER

WICHITA
NEW ORLEANS
KINNEAPCL-IS
gait p r a f c isc o

PENSACOLA 
INDIANAPOLIS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
PORTLAH D 

?? LOUISVILLE

x MYOICO 
x HAGUiiO 

AO BA
TONE 

M NACHI
x ATAGO 
* TAKAO 
x MAYA

OCA

CL

SSc

OAKLAND
* HONOLULU 
J? RENO 
31 C 01\ C ORD

CL (T )

3E77cv s 
5ay7Sgvs
DD

S E

POCOMOKE
•»

Approx 35 
A'oproz 50

9

n Kon*effective

TATSUTA
YAHAGI (on trials)
TALA 

* KISO 
3t NAT OR I

KASHII1A
6 - 7

CKIYODA (under conversion to 
3 ACV)

25 (some repairing)
Approx 30 
2 (1 repairing)

•  3 •



4. SOUTH EASTERN PACIFIC

MOST SECRET
5 December, 1943.

CL

DD

TRENTOK 

2

5. EAST INDIES-INDIAN OCEAN

Southwest Pacific 
.(.ffaafcarx, ,.S.aG.tiQrU. .Eastern. Fleafcl.l.A£LS,a___ ....Baafe.JortlflSr,PM,

EB

CV(L)

CY(E)

CA

CL

CL(T)

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

33

AS

ADELAIDE
VJW HEEMBKERK

CHILDS
W.B.PRESTON

VAN GALEN
T JERK HIDBBS

BUXPISH
B0N3FISE
BOWFIH
CABHILLA
CAPELIN
COD
GRBVALLE
MAHWHAL
POTiPOM
HJFFER
TUNA
ToV/̂

K.1 2
BLUHFISH
KINGFISH
RASHER

PELIAS

RAMILLIBS

BATTLER

SUFFOLK
SUSSEX
HAWKINS
FOREISHER

KENYA
NEWCASTLE
MANCHESTER
CEYLON
DANAE
EMERALD

CANTON
CHITRAL
CARTHAGE

ALBATROSS

Approx 27

On Patrol

)>
)

} At Freasaatl#

AIRCRAFT (N.W.Area Only) 
-’jlgiiters (incl.27 twin-eng. ) 

-iKht & M/Bombers 
SE/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport & Obsn. a/g

168
55
16
12
49
39

HITAKA 
RYUHO

ASHIGARA

KUMA
01
KITAGAMI 
KINU

KASHII

KAMOI

1

10



British —  MOST SECRET  
U. S —  S E C R E T

C .O .I .C .

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 

SOUTH W EST PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY *

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity.

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 677 Date: gth Becer.-oer , ■ 1943<

PART

A. SOUTH • * ST I’ACI-'XC A.iEA

1 . iforth - Hr a-: ’A

(a) At Sea to 120O/8s

(i) ALLIED -*0HC2S

(1) "STELLA” "SHRPPATiTOH" "POLAIUS” surveying Slo robe-Huon Gulf area.
(2) SC•748" escorting, "BULXMBA" departed Milne Bay 0400/3 for Lae

ETA OSOO/7.
(3) "DRAYTOU" departed Caloundra 1409/2 to BV »lth "KLXFFOKTLXSi" in

position 18°3Q*S 159°00* E at 0S00/4 for Milne bay 
ETA 8 Dee*

(4) "GYMPIE” "WA»GA" "OGLAC” escorting Convoy TN*186. "WAGGA"
escorts Portion A ("EMPXR2 3I1O T ^ " : J O T j7s;w FLINDERS") 
to Port Moresby, others escort Portion B (,SH.L*ABBOTT" 
”S*BAuBUHGEH” "S.CRA^E” "KATOCMBA" "R*P.BARKER” 2 LC I’s ) .
ETA both -portion 1225/6.

(5) "STAWELL" (detached from Convoy TW.186) was to join "AASE .-A; uiSK",
proceeding 40 miles astern1 o l "Convoy TM.1S®, and escort 
to Milne Bay.

(G) "POLLUX” (AK3) en route Brisbane to Milne Bay ETA 1600/6.
(7) "YSfS.71" to«Lng floating dock departed Thursday Is* 1130/3 for

Milne Bfcy ETA p.m. 9 Deo.
( 8 ) "WARREOO” departed Milne Bay 0 60 0 /5  ETA Grafton Passage 1900/6.

• (9) "TASMAN” (AH) deoarted Milne Bay 1600/s for Sydney.
(10) "HHYALLA" ”30.741” escorting Convoy qr*35 (6 MY) departed Caloundra 

1625/5 FTA Bustard Head 2236/S• Both escorts detailed for 
C onvoy £«$. 35 *

(11) "KBROH" en'Foufce' townsvilie to Brisbane ETA 0700/ 7 .
(12) “VENDETTA” escorting ”ALTAMABA” (CVE) departed Brisbane 0608/5

for duty until 2100/5 and then return Brisbane.
(13) fl8TTJA3T” , after escorting "DUNTSOOTi" (bound for Sydney) from Lady

Flliott Is . southwards, was to RV with ILLm t  A.HOLBROOK" 
in position 27 °12 ’ S 155°13*£ at 0900/6 and escort to Brisbane

(14) "PC*1123” , after RV with "P3fR0" In position 26°48«S 157°45*E at
llQO/5, escorting to Brisbane.

(15) 6 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour?

Finschhafen - Warships & Aux. - "LOOKOUT" (AO)
Merchant Vessels s 

Lae - Y/arships &: Aux, - SC.744, YMS»s.S5, 336
?’archant Vasal si "CAFE SAHiar" "C.KIKG" "NORAB"

"A,BUI{LIHSHAME" *BALIKPAPAS" "BOHOPRED" "BOTH"



K»robe
Buna

Oro Bay

Kiriwina 
Woodlark Is .

Goodenough Is. 

Milne Bay

Port Moresby

Thursday Is. 
Cairns

Palm Island 
ToYmsville

Gladstone
Brisbane

(c ) Proposed

- Warships & Aux. - M L .42?, 819 "PORTUNUS" (AGP)
«  Warships & Aux. •  SC.657 YMS.51 ML! 424,  801,

ML’S .806, 816 '’TRINITY (AO)
Merchant Vessels: "A.THOMAS"

* War shins & Aux. - SC’ s .754, 746
Merchant Vessels : "J.J.ASTOR" "J.BUEBqCE" 11 J.W.MACKAY* 

fiW »M» PROUSEn " J.ROSS" '*VAN DEM BOSCH" “TKOS. 
JEFFERSON" "CHAS.E.SMITH" "E.M.WE3TC0TT" "SIBIGO" 
"G.V .L.MEYER" "HANYANG*

- Warships & Aux. - SC*s.745, 749
- Warships & Aux. - SC * s .747, 737, 750 YMS.313 

Merchant Vessels: "TRIANGULUM" "JOSEPH LANE"
- Warships & Aux. - "WESTRALIA" (APA) * CAR TER HALL"

(LSD)
Merchant Vessels: 11 J.EARL”

- Warships & Aux. AUSTRALIA* "SHROPSHIRE" (CA)
"PKOENIX" "HASEVILLE" (CL) *WARRAM.UUGA" "ARUM1 A1* 
"HELM1* "RALPH TALBOT" "MUGPORD" "BAGLEY"
"CONYNGHAMn "32ITH" "MAHAN* "LAMSOK" "SHAW"
"REID" "FLUSSEK" (DD) "BROOKS" "SANDS" "GILMER"
*HUMPHREYS" (APD) S C 's .648, 698, 799, 703, 731, 
732, 738, 742, 743, 981, 982 Y M S 's .ll , 49, 50, 
YMS's.52, 70, 72, 73, 314, 334, 335 YP»s.233, 
TP ’s .236, 278, 283 ML’3.425, 428, 430, 431, 818 
P C 's .476, 479, 1119, 1120, 1121, 1122 25 LST's,
15 A PC1 s 29 PT*s "EIGEL (AR) *YUNNAN" (ASIS) 
"DOBBIN" (AD) "OTUS" "FULTON" fAS) "HALE’ MOON" 
(AVP) "BI3H0PDALE" "SUSQUEHANNA" (AO) "SPRING* 
DALE" (YDG) "AMYOUS” (ARE) "CALEDONIAN SALVOR" 
(ARS) "COUCAL" (ASH) "MERKUR" (AP)

(Note: SPECIAL OPERATIONAL MOVEMENTS CUT
“ —  ------------

Merchant Vessels: "ABIGAIL ADAMS" "ALAMO" M .G .  BRADY" 
"CAPE ANNS" "CAHi MEASES" "J . CARROLL" "H.DODGE" 
"ESSO BALEAO" "p.A.SILERS" "G.H«FLANDERS" 
"GANBYMED3" "F .J .O T IN "  "JAPARA" aT.C.LOWE" 

J.LYKES" "MACTAN" "MAUI" "MORMACDALE"
"B,OSBORNE" "J.PAIMER" "W.H.POINT" "THOS.C.POWER" 
"RAMO" "A.ROVALLI" "STAGEN" "H.STANBURY"
!,H.M. STEWART" "SWARTEBHOKEP" "TJI3ADANE" "TEXAS 
SUN" "TECUMSEH" "VA&VERO*

- Warships Sc Aux, - YM S's.8 , 46, 47, 48 ML.426
*MIZARW (AP)

Merchant Vessels: "D.F.BARRY" "MONTORO" "MULIAMA"
*W. S.LADD" "ALAGNA"

- Warships &  Aux. - "FREMANTLE" (AMS) fell,, 805
- Warships & Aux. - "KATOOKBA" "BUNBURY" "GLADSTONE"

*LITHGGW" (AMS) PCf3.477, 1124, 1131 SC*a.650 
SC.736 YP1s .280, 281, YMS.9 M L 's .803, 804,
ML.820 "PLATYPUS" (AR) "MANOORA" (APA)

* Warshius & Aux. - "SAN PABLO" (AVP)
- Warships & Aux. - "CASTE3!AINE" "ARARAT" (AMS)

"AASE MAESSK" (AO)
- Warships h Aux. •  "KURUMBA" (AO)
* Warahipa & Aux. - "ALTAMAHA* (CVE) "KILTY" "CROSBY"

JAPD) "SWAN" "BOWEN" "COWRA" "GEELONG" "BROOME" 
(AMS) SC»3 735 PC.1132 ML.808, 826 YMS.lO 
YMS.315 "H.T.ALLEN" nKANIMBLA« (APA) "ALGORAB" 
(AKA) "VICTORIA" " SHIXELLAMY" (AO) "MANUNDA" (AH)

Movements:

(1) "BROOME" (ex Convoy PP.8 6 ) to sail with QL.convoy departing
BrIshane' 8 Dec.



(ii) 3&BKY FORCE3

(1) Choiaeul - Latest Intelligence froia Local sources, reported 2 Dec.*
indicates that there are no Jfps now south of Vurulatu 
River (adjacent Luti Plantation) hut that there may be 
some II, of the river.

The same source reports 4 Dec that the Islands in 
Manning Strait are free of Japs.

At 0900/5, Choiseul Bay area, where between'2,000 
■fc and. 5,000 Japs are believed present, was bombarded by

. lu S. destroyers (See Naval Incidents).
(2) Treasury Island - Enemy aircraft were over during the night 5-4 Deo

and' 2 were possibly shot down by anti aircraft fire.
There is no report of bombs being dropped.

(3) 3,W. Bougainville - On 3 Dec no enemy contacts were made by patrols
from all fronts on the Torokina perimeter but our artllkjy 
lias been active destroying a gun and an ammunition dump 
near Uavavia (4 miles E. of Cape Torokina).

At 1415/3 Altara Mission (16 miles S.S . of Mutupina) 
was raided by 6 Mitchells. Throughout 4 Dec separate

S flights of our aircraft, at 45 minute intervals involvihg
SB Dauntless., 41 Avengers, attacked the lines of 

i communication from Buin to S.W* Empress Augusta Bay.
Thirty to forty buildings were destroyed also a bridge 
over the Silibai River.

• Next day, between 0800 and 1215/5, the same targets
were attacked for the third successive day by 23 Mitchells 
12 Avengers, 10 Daunglesa in 8 flights.

Shipping off Torokina was Ineffectually raided by a 
. few odd enemy planes before dawn 4 Sec.
(4) Bama Numa - At 0830/4, an enemy submarine was observed off Kuma Numa.

This is the second such report in 2 days as a submarine 
was reported in the same vicinity at 0700/2 possibly 

. indieating supplies being brougJht in by submarine.
*5) Buka Passage Area •  Local sources report 4 Dec that many casualties 

in'S" much damage has been inflicted by our air attacks in 
the Tlnputz, Teop and Teopasino area. Fires started 
27 Nov at Teopasino were still burning on 29 Nov and 
natives, formerly friendly towards the Japs, have deserted 
the area.

At 1236/3 Bonis airfield was raided by 21 Liberators, 
j.7 Mitchells. The target areas were well covered. On© 
Liberator was lost to phosphorous type a/ a on 4 Dec and 
the Mitchells were attacked by aerial bombs from a hi eh 
flying plane.

During the night 3*4 Dec U .S . motor torpedo boats 
operating W* of Buka Passage were illuminated and strafed.

• Photographs 4 Dec show 10 barges at Buka Passage 
. and .14 barges plus 1 small boat at Chabai.

(S) .u_apaul - At 1940/4, shipping In the outer part of Blanche Bay waa
attacked by 6 torpedo carrying Beauforts but results have 
not yet been, assessed.

At 2040-213o/4 Lakunal aerodrome and dispersal areas 
/ .  »® H  covered by bombs from 22 Beaufort*.

x ( ) ^ s-Blamaroka - At 1325/5 a Liberator reported one heavy cruiser
one light cruiser and 2 destroyers 95 miles N ,E . of Mussau 
island on course 210 » Probably this same force was 
sighted by a Navy Catalina shortly before 0500/6 60 miles 
S*e. oi Gap® Matanalem (New Hanover) when It was described 
as one light cruiser and 3 destroyers. No course was 
reported at this time but the reports indicate a small 
Movement of warship reinforcements from Truk to Rabaul.

At 1310/5, a single freighter transport of 1000*1500 
^  located and thoroughly strafed by a Liberator
0  135 miles W.£. of #twak on course 180°* The vessel was

oax-rylng a motor truck on deck and had a/a guns on bow 
y» , . ana s tern.
A ( 8 ) Cege.Bpaklns Arse - At 1545-1740/4, 7 barges probably loaded with

iUel ana. 1 small boat in the Cape Hoskins area were strafed

5?  ?f g s * Five harges were burned and destroyed; 
-he other craft were damaged.



(gr) Cape Gloucester - At 1145-1205/5 supply dumps and A/a positions at 
Caoe Gloucester were raided by 40 Liberators with 
substantial Thunderbdfc escort* One possible sea truck 
was observed off Cape Gauffre.

(10) Bor.ad.lia? Hoad - Following the successful stdke by 16 Kittyhawks 
 “ — on 4 Dec, the road and bridges were again attacked

1020-1055/5 by 19 Klttyhawks 10 Mitchells with 12 
Lightnings escorting. The bridge demolished 4 Dec was 
about 6 miles S. of Bogadjim aid on 5 Dec another 
bridge about 1 mile further up the Ioworo Elver was 
hit by the Kittyhawks and partially destroyed,

(11) Saidor Area - At 2315/3, 4 barges around an unidentified craft 
 "1 ,0 00  feet off the coast 4 miles up from Lepsius Point

were attacked by 2 PT boats. One barge was sunk, 
another probably and the other two probably damaged.
The unidentified craft was probably hit by a torpedo. 
Intense fire was encountered from the shore and from 
the barges.

(12) Bonga Area - At 0800/5 defence positions near Labona (4t miles
N.W. of Bonga) were attacked by 6  Bostons.

(13) Finschhafen Area - At 2050/4, 1 enemy plane bombed Lan^emak Bay
causing some •asualties and another at 2105/4 when 
there was no damage Inflicted#

(14) Morobe - A possible submarine was sighted off Maiama (10 miles
M.H*W. of Liorobe) at 1155/5.

(15) Kiriwlna - A probable enemy reconnaissance plane was over Kiriwina 
" at 1145/5.

2. NORTH WESTERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/6 :

12  submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour;

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "GOOTAMUSDRA* "LATROBE” (AMS) 
KL's 429, 814, 815 

Merchant Vessels* "MANGCLA" "CARDROSS" "WA3AKA”

(ii) W Y  FORCES

(1 ) Kalmana - Was attacked 2254/4-0004/5 by 3 Catalinas starting small
fires In the 3®tty area.

(2) Tanimbar Island - A harassing sweep was conducted 0830-0921/5 by
ST^jeauf ighters.

3, SOUTH WESTSKH AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 120p/6>

(1) "TJERX HXDDEStt escorting "COOLINDA11 departed Geraldton 1400/4 for
Broome ETA 13 Dec. (via Carnavon ETA Iloo/S)

(2) "GHANTICLESR” departed Premantle 0900/4 for Exmouth Gulf.
(3) t,YP.288n departed Fremantle 1345/4 for Exmouth Gulf.
(4) hWAH0AJsELLA (AH) departed Fremantle 0700/5 for Suez ETA 23 Dee.

(b) In Harbour;

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - ADELAIDE” “VAN HEEMSKERK" (CL)
"VAN GAIEN" (DD) MCKILDSH (AV) "HORSHAM" 
"DUBBO" (AMS) nATREUS” (CM) "WHIPPOORWILL*(AM) 
"PELIAS" (AS) "ISABEL" (FI) SC .739 YP.286 

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "S .B . PRESTOK" (AVD) "LARK* (AM)



4.' EASTER II & SOUTHERN A HE A

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/6f

<1) "WARRNAMBOOL" "TGWBSVILLE" escorting Convoy PG.8S (5 MV ineluding 
"GOLDSTAR") departed Caloundra approx 1260/d for Sydney 
ETA 1400/7.

(2) "BUKDABERG" "KAL600RLIE" escorting Convoy GP.,89 (1 MV) departed 
Sydney 0751/5  for Caloundra ETA 1 0 / 7 .

(5) "WILCANNIA’’ "BALLARAT" escorting Convoy CO.149 (5 MV) to Melbourne 
ETA 2100/S.

(4) "ROCKHAMPTON" '‘ABRAHAM CRYNS3EN" escorting Convoy PC. 148 (6 MV) ,
ETA Port Kembla 2100/7, Sydnev 0lC0/6 and Mewcastie H O O /8 .

(5) "TRO&IP" (CL) departed Melbourne 0700/2 for Fremantle ETA 0600/7,
thence to proceed out of S .W .P .A ,

(b) In Harbour;

Port Stephens - Warships & Aux. - ‘’TULSA5’ (PG)
Newcastle - Warships & Aux. •  Mil
Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "DENT* "STRINGSAM" "v¥ARD" (APD)

"KAHJSDA" "G0UL3URN" "DELORAINE" "MORESBY'* 
"PIRIE" "GLENSLG" "ECHUCA" (M S )  "HILO" (PG) 
"BUNGAREE" (CM) "KYBRA11 "YAMDM” (A/S Vessels) 
MI,*s 430, 802, 807, 809, 817, 821 

(Repairing, Refitting) - ’’HOBART” (CL) "PHILIP" ’’BUCHANAN” (DD) 
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "JZILDURA" "BENDIGO" "INVERELL"

(AMS) "DOOIJBA" (a/ s Vessel)
Westernport - Warships & Aux, - "BINGERA” (A /3 Vessel)

(c ) Proposed Movements;

After the sailing of Convoy DC, 149, CO and OC convoys are to„ be 
discontinued. Ships sailing between N.S.W.ports south of 32iJ50*E 
and Victorian and Tasmanian ports vtill proceed independently except 
in tiie case of certain special ships. Air and surface patrols will 
be provided at certain focal points (e .g ., Gabo Island and approaches 
to Sydney and Newcastle) and striking forces made immediately 
available if r e t ir e d .

. SOOTH PACIFIC MBA
ENEMY FORCES

Tarawa * At 192o/4, 9 enemy bombers raided Tarawa.

ENEMY *S . NB3CT HOVE

(1) Consolidation of defences Marshalls, Carolines, Bismarcks, North
coast New Guinea, East Indies, Malayan areas.

(2) Constant effort to maintain maximum air and naval strength In
general Carolines, Marshalls, Bismarcks, New Guinea areas 
to off-set allied forward moves.

(3) Use of barges, submarines and destroyers for night transportation
runs to forward areas,

(4) Continued use of submarines for reconnaissance and offensive patrol
duties in allied operational areas in Pacific and Indian 
Oceans.

——o0o»—
NAVAL INCIDENTS

Choiseul Bay - At 0900 /5 , for approximately one hour, 3 U . 3 . destroyer 
bombarded enemy positions and concentrations at Choiseul 
Bay. Three Avengers spotting reported excellent coverage 
by the bombardment, and then ’added their bomb load on to 
the target.
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1 ,SOUTHWEST & SOUTH PACIFIC
EHElff FORCES

'.►V:

SoutiySPacif ic Bieiaarcks Carolines
(Eastern Section) South Pacific Solomons Marshalls

I"  ■
K -

BB

cv

iQ V ( L )

CV (E)

CA

CL

CL(T)

XCL

AV/CVS

xavA cvs

DD

ALTAMAHA

AUSTRALIA
SHROPSHIRE

W A S H IN G T O N  

MASSACHUSETTS 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
ALABAMA,

SARATOGA
ESSEX
BUNKER HILL

PRINCETON
*  INDEPENDENCE

PRINCE WILLIAM 
BRETON

PHOENIX 
N A S H V IL L E  

TROMP 
3E HOBART

*

x
»

COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
ST .I.OUIS
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN
SANTA PE
MOBILE
BIRMINGHAM
DENVER
LEANDER

HERON 
SAN PABLO 
HALF MOON

WARRAHGNGA
ARUNTA
TTCT.M

RALPH TALBOT
STUART
VENDETTA
CONY INGHAM
BAGLEY
DRAYTON
PLUSSER
LAMSON
MAHAN
REID

*  PHILIP
*  BUCHANAN

WRIGHT
BALLARD
CHANDELIER

Approx 40 6 » 1 0

(1-2
damaged)

Y AMATO 
MUSA SHI 
KONGO 
HARUNA 
NAGAT0 
M UTSU

ZUIKAKU
3H0KAKU

c h ito se

CHOKAI
KUMAHO 
SUZUYA 
TIKUMA 

x MOGAMI

NAGARA
NOSEIRO
OYODO
NAKA
ISUZU
AMAKUSA

*  AGANO
*  YUBARI

KATORI

1-2 (1 damaged)

*  NOT OR 0

25 (some
repairing)

x Kon-effactive
7 -



MOST SECRET
6 December, 1943

"Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

3S ALBACQRE
OORVIKA
GATO
HAY
FBTO 

EAT OH

)

)

)

>)

OR Patrol

Bismarck s' 
Solomons

Carolines
Marshalls

20 20

PT

GUa HDFISH
SCAMP
S * 3 1

BALAO
ELACKFXSH

35

A PA/APD/aKA H.T . ALLB tf 
“  MANOORA 

WESTRALIA 
KANIMHLA 
ALGORAB - 
GILMER 
SAKDS 
HUMPHREYS 
BROOKS 
KILTY 
CROSBY 
D E B T

STR INGHAM 
WARD

At Brisbane

At 8 ydney

At Mltoe Bay 

Approx 30

10 APA
11 APD

6 AKA

A S FULTON 
OT 7 TO

AD

AH

DOBBIN 
* DIXIE

RIGEL
PLATYPUS

•AptOHAFT (N»E»Area Only)
Fighters' (incl • 19 twin-eng
Light & M/Bombers
SE/Bombers
Plying Boats
Floatplanes
Transport & Qbsn. a / c

PROMETHEUS

.)  242
130

48
2

13

2, NORTHERN PACIFIC 
ALLIED FORCES EMEuiY FORCES

CL DETROIT ABUKUMA
RALEIGH 
RICHMOND

^A V /C V S  - AKITSU3HIMA
® U i --- 22 5

10 Approx 4
Ao — 1

k  Hon-effective



5 . CENTRAL PACIFIC

MOST SECRET 
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ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

BB

•

NORTH CAROLINA
INDIANA
WEST VIRGINIA
COLORADO
MARYLAND
TENNESSEE
MISSISSIPPI
HEW MEXICO .
IDAHO
CALIFORNIA 
K  HB3YLVA NIA 

m OKLAHOMA

ISE
YAMASHIRO
FUSO (?os3* Mandates)
HYUGA (being moderoia^df ~

CV ENTERPRISE
YORXTOWN
LEXINGTON

MV

CV (T) - HOSHO

(I) CGWPENS 
HELLSAU WOOD 
MOSSffiEHEJr

ZUIHO 
x HAYATAKA

CV (E ) SUWANNEE 
SANGAM03 
CHENANGO 
EAR NEE 
GOPAEEE 
CORAL SSA 
COBRBGXDOR 
LONG ISLAND 
MISSION BAY 
NASSAU

x OTAKA
CHTJYO
UNYO

GA

•

BALTIHCBE 
BOSTON 
CmSTER 
WICHITA 
HE OHELANS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
SAN FRANCISCO 
PENSACOLA 
INDIANAPOLIS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
PORTLAND 

*  LOUISVILLE

TO!® 
AOBA 

k M I O K O  

ft HAGURO
* NACHI
*  ATAGO 
x TAKAO 
k MAYA

OCA - 6

CL OAKLAND
x HONOLULU 
*  RENO 
s CONCORu

TATSUTA
YAIiAGI (on trials) 
TAMA

*  KISO
*  NAT OR I

CL(T)
Ayu
W T cvs

^XiV/XOTS

JS

9 -

PCCOMOKB

Approx 35 
Approx 50 

«?

KA3HIMA 
8 •  7
CHIYODA (under conversion 

3 ACV) 
25 (soine repairing)
Approx 30 
2 ( one repairing)

*  Non-effective
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CL

DD

TRENT OK

5. EAST INDIES-IBDIAK OCEAN 

'Southwest Paclf’i'c

BB

CV(L)

CV (15 ) 

CA

CL

(Western Section) Eastern Fleet Area Bast Indies-Philippines

CL (T)

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

RAMILLIES

ADELAIDE 
VAN HSEMSKERK

CHILDS 
•%‘.B . PRESTON

BATTLER

SUFFOLK
SUSSEX
HAWKINS
FROBISHER

KENYA
NEWCASTLE
MANCHESTER
CSYLON
DANAE
EMERALD

CANTON
CHITRAL
CARTHAGE

ALBATROSS

VAN GALEN Approx 27
T JERK KIDD)?Q-O

BILLFISH } <?
BONSFISH )
BOWFIN )
CABRILLA )
CAPELIN ) On Patrol
CCD )
GREVALLE )
MARWEAL )
POMPOM )
PUFFER )
TUNA )
TINOSA )

K.12 i
BLUEFISH ) At Fremantle
KINGFISH )
RASHER )

PELJA3 ?AS

^piCRAFT (N. '/.Area Only) 
Pi^Hera ( I n d .  27 twin-eng.) 
Light & il/Borabera 
31/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport & Obsn. a/ c

1G8
55
16
12
49
39

BITAKA
RYUHO

ASHIGARA

KXfflA
0 1

KITAGAMI 
K IN U

KASHII

KAMO I

1

10

6

- 4 -
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S O U T H  W E S T  P A C IF IC  A R E A  

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

Allied and Enemy Activity

No* 678 Date: 7th December, 1943

(6 )

( 8 )

PART I .

A. SOUTL WEST PACIFIC AREA

1* NORTH EASTERN AREA 
£  (i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 180C/7:

/©! ■ w tiRn* surveying Morobe-iluon Gulf area.
(S) SO,731 "YMS.314" escorting "H.STANBUKY* "Y .13" departed Milne Bay 

\ „ 0400/6 to Lae ETA 1800/7*
> (3) WARRAKUNGA" "BSLM" to RV with "WEST POINT" in position 21°G6*S 

, 156°29#E at 1500/8 and escort to M ine  Bay ETA 9 Dec* 
J } ® )  escorting^ !,A*LIHD2ERGn Noumea to Milne Bay ETA 9 Dec, 

YaJS* 11 toeing floating dock departed Thursday Is , 1130/3 for 
M ine  Bay ETA p.m. 9 Dec*

ML.426' departed Port Moresby 1601/6 to RV with t!Y *6H vicinity 
. . Stephens Is* at 0700/8 and escort to Milne Bay ETA 12 Dec.
(7) CASTEEMAINE* escorting Convoy TN*187 departed Townsville^ 1910/^5 

to RV with other escorts (see Proposed Movements) off 
Fitzroy Is* at 1500/7 for Port Moresby and LiLlne Bay ETA 
both portions lloo/lo*

CGLAC escorting Convoy IiV*46 ("A&A1IQ") departed Milne Bay 1500/6 
„ for ^ownevllie ETA 0400/10*

(9) "GYMPIE escorting "SUSQBEHAMA" was to depart Milne Bay 040 /7  
for Townsville*

n i  \ rouJe Port Mor®sfoy to Townsville ETA 18 a :/8 .
^ ) departed Milne Bay 1600/3 for Sydney*

(1«) • BR00152 escorting "S.BOLIVAR" departed Caloundra 0715/7* Parts
company vicinity Bustard Head and proceeds independently 
to Townsville#

(13) "WATERS" (DD) escorting "AMY L0WEttft " J.CABRILLO" from Noumea to 
Townsville•

(1*2) VENDETTA■* departed Caloundra 52500/6 to RV with "CAP51 iiTLA*PfF j?yb
A ,  position 26 18*3 157°58fE at I 600/7 and ^scort^to apisbane*

(15) 6 submarines on patrol, *

(b) In Harbour;

Flnschhafen - Warships 5; Aux* - "LOCKOUT'' (AG)

6 *  &  Aux* - SC*a 744, 748 YMS'a 53, 336
Merchant Vessels* "CAPE SANDY" "C.KING" "NORAB"

«A * BURLI NGHAME " "BAI.IKPAPAN" "BORGFRED"
BOTH 1

“ & Aux. - III.*427, 819 "PGRTUNUS" (AGP)
- Warships & Aux* - 80*637 YMS.51 ?&»3 424.801 

fJL’s 806, 816 "TRINITY” (AO)
Merchant Vessels* "A.TBOKAS" "KATOOIJBA" "R .P .

WARNER"

- 1 -



Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. - SC*s 754, 736 ML.431
Merchant Vesselst "J.J.ASTQR* "J.DUBUQUE" *J.W .

MAC HAT* "WM.PR0US3* "J.ROSS" "VAN DEN BOSCH* 
"THOS. JEFFERSON” *GHAS*E. SMITH* *E .M.WESTCOTT " 
*SIBIGO* "G.V.L.1B2BR" "HANYANG*

Kirlwina - Warships & Aux. - SC*e 758, 745. 749 YMS.334
• Merchant Vessels* "G.E.PLANDERS"

Woodlark Is . - Warships & Aux. - SC's 737, 747, 750 YMS.313

Merchant Vessels* "TRIANGULUM" "JOSEPH LANE*
Goodenough Is . - Warships & Aux* - "WESTRALIA" {APA? *CARTIR HALL*'

(LSD)
Merchant Vessels: *J*EAK£*

£lilne Bay - Warships t Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "SHROPSHIRE* (CA)
* PHOENIX* "NASHVIILE" (CL) * .V AR RAM UBGA "
"ARUNTA* "EELK" ’’RALPH TALBOT* "MUGFORD" 
"BAGLEY" "DRAYTON" *CONYMGHAM* "SMITH" "MAHAN" 
"LAMSON" "SHAW* "REID** "FLUSSSi" (DD) "BROOKS* 
"SA3DS* "GILMER* "HUMPHREYS* (AH))
SC*s 648, 698, 799, 703, 732, 742, 743, 981,982 
YMS»s 11, 49, 50, 52, 70, 72, 73, 335 
YPf s 233, 236, 278, 283 JSL*s 425, 428, 430,818 
PC’ s 476, 579, 1119, 1120, 1121, 1122 
25LST»s 15 A K 'a  29 PT's "RIGEL” (AR) 
"YUNNAN" (ASIS) "DOBBIN* (AD) "OTUS* "FIJLTON" 
(AS) "HALF MOON1' (A7P) "AASE MAERSK" "BISHOP- 
DALE" "5USQUEHANEA* (AO) "Sim  NGf>ALf" (YDG) 
"AS.STCU3" (ARL) "CALEDONIAN SALVOR" (ARS) 
*CCUCAL"USR) *?4£RKUR" (A?) "POLLUX" (AKS)

(Note? SPECIAL OPERATIONAL MOVEMENTS OUT OF 
MILNE 'Bfcf 'EOT SHOtt?K.T~

Merchant Vessels* "H.L.ABBOTT" "ABIGAIL ADAMS"
"S.BANBURGER* nJ.G*BRADY" "CAPS ANNE" "CAPE 
MEARES* "J.CARH02X* "K .DODGE" "ESSO BALBOA"
"S.CRANE" "F.A.EILERS* "OAlXYiiEDS" " F . J .M I N "  
tt JAPARA* "KLIPPONTKIN" "T.C.LOWE* "J.LYKES" 
"MACTAN" "MAUI" *MOfiMACDALE n "B.OSBORNE*
"J.PALMER" BW .H. PC HIT" "THOS.C.POWER" *KAMO" 
"A.ROBALLI" "STAGES* *M • M. STEWART * " SiVARTEN- 
KONDT" "TJISADANE" "TEXAS SUN" "TECUMSEH* 
"VAQUERO*

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - "WAGGA* (AMS) "EMPIRE SILVER" (AO)
YMS's 8 , 46, 47, 46 

Merchant Vessels* *D«F. BARKY* "MONT ORO* "MULIAMA* 
"W.S.LADD* "ALA(aiK* "MATTHEW' FLINDERS*

Thursday Is . - Warships &  Aux. - l,FEEMANTLE* (AMS) HL.805 
Cairns - Warships & Aux. - "XATOOISA" * BUN3URY* "GLADSTONE*

STAWELL* "tfARBEGO* "LITHGCM" (AMS) PC *3 477 
PC’ s 1124, 1131 3Cts 650, 736 YP&s 280, 281 
YMS.9 ML's 803, 304, 820 "PLATYPUS" (AH) 
"MANOORA* (APA)

Palm Island - Warships & Aux. * "SAF PABLO* (AVP)
Townsville - Warships & Aux* - "ARARAT* (AMS)
Gladstone - Warships & Aux. - "WHY ALL A* SC. 741 "KUHUHBA* (AO)
Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "STUART" (DD) "KILTY" "CBOSBY"

(A?D) "SWAN* "BOWES” "COiRA* "GEELONG* (AMS) 
"HERON" (AVP) SGfS 635 PC *s 1123, 1132 
ML*S 808, 826 YUS. 10, 315 "H .T.Jl LEN" 
"KANIMBLA* (APA) "ALGORAB" (AKA) "VICTORIA* 
"S3IKELLAMZ" (AO) •MANTJNDA" (AH)

(c ) Proposed Movements*

(1) "PC .1132" to depart Caloundra 1200/S to RV with *BEASTAGI* in 
/0 , 24°26»S 157°27‘E at 1100/9 and escort to Lady Elliott
(2) "KATOOMBA" "LITHGOW" PC1 s 1124,1131 SC .736 to depart Cairns Is . 

to RV with Convoy TN.187 off Fitzroy Is. at lSOti/7. "KATOOMBA*
LITHGOW" eseort Portion A ("BOETEEOB" "CANBERRA" "GORGON*

il to P®**t Moresby* others escort Portion B("J.AI^K»*

f i s n r i s r s  s s s f
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(3) "STUART" to depart Caloundra 1600/7 to RV with "SEA SNIPE” In 
position 27°05fS 157°28*E at 0800/8 and escort to 
Brisbane*

(ii) E m m  FORCES

(1) Buin-Shortlands - Photos December 6 show all fields » Kahili, Kara
and Ballale - unserviceable. Ten damaged barges and two 
boats were visible in Tonolei Barbour*

(2) Bougainville -
faT Kleta - At 1115/5, 51 Dauntless, 28 Avengers escorted 
by IS fighters bombed and strafed the harbour area destroying 
21 buildings and heavily damaging 13 others, starting nuaer* 
ous fires* At 2115/5 a patrol aircraft strafed five 
barges Kieta.
(b ) Empress Augusta Bay - Ok Dec* 4, two allied destroyers 
bombarded Empress Augusta Bay. Enemy gun positions, supply 
dumps, bivouac areas Southern side of Bay were attacked*
Our ground troops reported improving our positions Dec*4 
and no enemy contacts were made during the day*
(c ) At 0930/8 an enemy submarine was sighted off Numa Numa,

(3) Buka Passage Area - On Decs*5 24 Mitchells escorted by fighters
heavily attacked Tarlena village area causing numerous 
fires. At 1123/5, 20 liberators esoorted by nine fighters 
attacked Bonis starting three large fires . Noon December 5
16 Eightnings also strafed West coast Buka. Forenoon 
Dec.5 our patrols strafed Chabal and Numa Numa*

(4) Mandatea-Blaraarska - At 1025/6 an enemy convoy described as three
medium and two small freighters was observed 20 miles off 
western tip New Hanover on course 300°. At 1413/6 another

A

)s

aircraft reported sighting probably the same convoy in 
a position 70 miles W*H*V* New Hanover still heading on 

ceourse 300°. The force was covered by two Zeros, and was 
described to include one 7-8500 ton freighter and four 
small freighters. This would appear to be an outward 
bound convoy from Rabaul returning to Mandate bases.

At lieo/6 a reconnaissance Lightning reported 
sighting one light cruiser 40 miles Sf.W. by N. of Rabaul 
on course 350°•

At 1150/6 the same aircraft reported "normal'1 
shipping in Simpsons Barbour#

(5) New Britain - Dawn Dec*6, 4 barges were reported to have arrived
Cape Hoskins area. A similar report was made on Nov*30 
indicating the constant movement of barges In this area.

(6) Borgen Bay -Forenoon Dec*6, 17 Mitchells attacked this area*
(7) Cape Gloucester - Forenoon Dec.6, 6 Liberators attacked this area*
(8) Garove Island » Forenoon Dec*5, a reconnaissance Liberator reported

an unstated number of possible barges off Garove Island,
(9) Vitlaz strait - At 1030/6, 3 probably barges were reported north of

Sarlen Harbour (Rooke Island),
At 2230/4 our PT boats reported destroying 

seven or eight loaded rafts 6 miles S.E* of Sio* The *****  
rafts were loaded with rice, beef extract and Soya flour 
and had approximtely 150^200 tons on each of five rafts, 
while the other three had 3 x 50 gallon drums and several 
heavy boxes on each* These supplies may have been loaded 
on these rafts from enemy submarines which kmm have been 
regularly reported In tills area apparently maintaining § 
supply line from Rabaul*

At 0300/5 one PT boat reported firing two 
torpedoes on an object 150-200 feet In length five miles
3.B* Marion* Harbour. The torpedoes failed to explode and 
the object disappeared - possibly an enemy supply submarine*

(10) Hansa Bay - Forenoon Dec*4, 8 Kittyhawks strafed one lugger, two
loaded barges in Bogamur Bay (25 miles S .E . Bansa Bay).
The lugger was destroyed and the barges beached.

(11) Bogadjim Road - In addition to air attacks on bridges this area
already reported Dec.5, 7 Marauders attacked same fcargets at 
1055/5 while 8 Aircobras also attacked bridges this area 
forenoon Dec,6 .

- 3 -



(12) Flnschhafen - At 2020/5 one enemy aircraft dropped bombs
over Flnschhafen,

At 0750/6, 9 Bostons attacked enemy positions 
Lakona area (13 miles N. Flnschhafen).

(13) Lae - At 2100/5 one enemy aircraft dropped bombs near Kalahang
strip without effect*

NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) iSLLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 120p/?:

12 submarines on patrol*

(b) In Harbour i

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - HCGOT AMT3NDRA" ttLATR0EEn (AMS)
ML»s 429. 814, 815.

Merchant Vessels* "MANGOLA* "CARDROSS* "WANAKA#

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Dutch Hew Guinea — At 1047/6, three Liberators bombed enemy small
shipping near* Kokas without visible results* one small 
coaster and several barges are reported in the area.

(2) Kaimana - Might Dec*5, two Catalinas attacked small schooner supply
ship probably destroying same. The vessel was last 
reported beached 70 miles S.E. Kaimana. one small 
coaster was reported off Utarom strip and three or four 
small craft in Kaimana Bay.

(5) Ceram - Noon December 6 , three Liberators engaged on strike on 
Kokas, also bombed Boela*

SOUTH aagarSRN AREA ( i ) ALLIED forces

(a) At Sea to 12oo/7:

(1) "TJERK HIDDES" escorting "CCOLINDA* departed Geraldton 1400/4 for 
, v H Broome ETA 13 Dec. (via CarnavoS ETA 1100/5).
(2) "TP*288” departed Fremantle 1345/4 for Exmouth Gulf.

(b) in Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE” "VAN HESMSKi'RK*
“TROMP” (CL) "VAN GALEN" (DD) "CHILDS" (AV) 
"HORSHAM* "PUBBO" (AKS) ”ATREUS* (Qd)
*WHI PPOORW ILL * (AM) "FELIAS* (AS) “CHANTICLEER» 
(ASK) *I3ABEL* (Ff) SC.739 YP.286 

Exmouth Gulf - Warships &  AUX* - ^W-*.B̂ JEREi^GN" {AVD) "LARK" (AM)

EASTERN & SOUTHERN jg^EA

(1) ALL E D  F Oi ̂ CES

(a) At Sea to 1200/7t

(1) * PHILIP* (DD) departed Jfafcatfcg Sydney 1132/6 for Noumea ETA OSOO/8.
(2) "WARENAMBOOL" '‘TOWNSVILLE* escorting Convoy PG*88 (5 MV including

'’GOLDSTAR” ) departed Caloun3ra approx 12oo/5 for 
Sydney ETA 1700/7.

(3) ”3UNDABERG" "KALGOORL.XE" escorting Convoy GP*89 (1 W )  departed
Sydney 075l/5 for Caloundra” ETA 1450/7*

(4) "DUNGAREE” departed Sydney 0944/6 for Melbourne ETA 1700/a*
(5) "ROCKHAMPTON* “ABRAHAM CRYHSSEN* escorting Convoy 0C*148 (6 MV)

ETA Port Kembla 2100/7, Sydney 0l00/8 and Newcastle 1100/S.
(6) "?/ILGAHKIAn "BALLARA3? " escorting Convoy 00*149 (5 MV) to Melbourne

ETA 2100/8.



(b) Ip  Harbour:

Port Stephens - Warships & Aux, - "TULSA" (PG)
Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "BEST" ^STRINGHAM" "WARD"

(APD) "HAPUNDA11 "GOULBORH*1 "DSLORAINE" 
"MORESBY" "PIRIE" "GLEHELG" "ECHBCAf 
(AMS) "EILO" (PG) "KYBRA* "YANDliA"
(A/S Vessels) HL»s 430, 802, 807, 809 
ML*s 817, 821

(Repairing, Refitting) - "HGBAliT" (CL) "BUCHANAN" (DD)
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "MILDURA" "BENDIGO"

"INVERELL" (AMS) "DOOMBA" (A/S Vessel) 
Westernport - Warships & Aux. - "BINGEBA" (a/ s Vessel)

(c) Proposed Movementst

After the sailing of Convoy PC.149, CO and OC convoys are to be 
discontinued. Ships sailing between N .S.W . ports south of 32°5G*E 
and Victorian and TasmanI en ports will proceed independently 
except in the case of certain special ships. Air and surface 
patrols will be provided at certain focal points (e .g . Gabo Island 
and approaches to Sydney and Newcastle) and -striking forces made 
immediately available if  required.

SOUTH- PACIFIC AREA

(1) Ocean Island * Moon Dec*5, Soupac aircraft reported one 
‘ unidentified seaplane, one barge and three other

small craft at anchor Ocean Island.
(2) Nauru - Forenoon Dec.5, 8 Liberators attacked Nauru causing

large fires In the fuel storage area. Three enemy 
aircraft were observed taking o ff.

NAVAL INCIDENTS

Guadalcanal - Tulagl - During Dec.5 several attacks were 
carried out against a submerged enemy submarine in 
thl3 area. At 0700/5, contact was made with an enemy 
submarine 3 miles S.W. of Florida - s ix  depth charges 
were dropped causing heavy oil slick . At 1640/5,an 
allied minesweeper attacked the same submarine causing 
a further heavy oil slick and bubbles. At 1800/5 an 
allied destroyer attacked same submarine with nine 
depth charges causing large amount of black o il . The 
submarine is believed stationary on the bottom in 35 
fathoms of water*

U .S . Submarine Successes - Forenoon Dec.4, one U .S . submarine 
reported sinking a'"ZUIHO" Class CV(L) between the 
Bonlns and Japan* Another submarine reports sinking 
two small merchantmen in the Eastern Carolines on 
Kov.24 and Dec*4 respectively#

ENBKY1 S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Consolidation of defences Marshalls, Carolines, Blsmarcks, North.
coast Hew Guinea, last Indies, Malayan areas*

(2) Constant effort to maintain maximum air and naval strength in
general Carolines, Marshalls, Blsmarcks, New Guinea areas 
to off-set allied forward moves.

(3) Use of barges* submarines and destroyers for night transportation
runs to forward areas*

(4) Continued use of submarines for reconnaissance and offensive
patrol duties in allied operational areas in Pacific and 
Indian oceans*

— cOo—

( i )
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MOST SBCRET
7 December, 1943.

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART II

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OP bATTLE.

1. SOUTHWEST & SOUTH PACIFIC 
ALLIED FORCES EKEMY FORCES

Carolines
Marshalls

South Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

Bismarcks
Solomons

BB

CV

CV(L)

;V(E)

AUSTRALIA
SHROPSHIRE

CL PHOENIX 
NASHVILLE 

m HOBART

CL(T)

Woi.

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

HERON 
SAN PABLO 
HALF MOON

WARRAMUKGA 
ARUM1 A 
HELM
RALPH TALBOT 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
CONYNGHAM 
BAGLEY 
DRAYTON 
FLUSSER 
LAWSON 
MAHAN 
REID

* PHILIP 
x BUCHANAN

WASHINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
ALABAKA

SARATOGA
ESSEX
BUNKER HILL

PRINCETON 
*  IMPENDENCE

PRINCE WILLIAM
BRETON
ALT ASIA HA

COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER 
ST, LOUIS 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN JUAN 
SANTA FE 
MOBILE 
BIRMINGHAM 
DENVER 
LEAN DISH

WRIGHT
BALLARD
CHANDELIER

Approx 40 10 
{1 or 2 

damaged)

YAMATO
MUSAJSHI
KONGO
KARUNA
NAGATO
MUTSU

ZUUCAKU
SHOKAKU

CIEETOSE

CHOKAI 
KHfANO 
SUZUYA 
TIKUMA 

J6 luOGA-.il

NAKA 
ISUZU 
NASARA 
NOSHIR 0
OYODO )1 prob. 
AM AKU3A) Bi smar cl

*  AGANO
*  YU BAR I

KAfOEI

1-2 (1 damaged)

HOTCEO

20-2E 
(soma
repairing)



MOST SECHET
7 December, 1943

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

Blsmarcks Carolines 
Solomons Marshalls

SS

•

COR V IM  ) 
G-ATC )
RAY ) 
PETO ) On 
RATCK )
S .S I )

$ ct O H

20 20

jjjpCV ' ■■

t t B B H b )
SCAMP ) At Brisbane

. ■ •' • ■ • . • • • •  ■ K*9 At

BALAO )
3LACKPI5H) At

Sydney 

Jlilne Bay

J2L 62 Approx 80 ? ?

a p a / a h ) /a k a  h . t . auusn  
MANOORA 
WESTHAIIA 

_  KAN IilBLA 
A  ALGORAB 
W  GILMER

SAKD3
HUMPHREYS
BROOKS
KILTT
CROSBY
DEM1
STRISGHAil
WARD

10 A PA
9 APD 
6 AKA

AS FULTON
OTUS

?

AD DOBBIN 
M DIXIE

1 1

AR RIOSL
PLATYPUS

PROMETHEUS

AIRCRAFT (N.E.Area Only) 
^^igH ters  (incl.19 twin-eng. 
®t»ight & M/Bombers 

SE/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Ploatplanes 
Transport & Obsn. A/C

) 242 
140 
45 
2 

50 
13

ALLIED TORCES
2, NORTHERN PACIFIC

ENEMY FORCES

CL DETBCIT
RAXEI3H
RICHMOND

ABFKUMA

AV/CVS
DD
8

• E

22
10
4m

AKITSITSKIMA
5

Approx 4 
1

*  Non-effective
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3. CENTRAL PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES

NORTH CAROLINA 
INDIANA 
WEST VIRGINIA 
COLORADO 
MARYLAND 
TENNESSEE 
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
IDAHO
CALIFORNIA 
PENNSYLVANIA

*  OKLAHOMA

ENTERPRISE
Yom rcm
LEXINGTON

HOSHO

MOST SECRET
7 December, 1943.

ENEMY FORCES 

ISE
YAMA3HIRO
FUSO CPosa*Mandates) 
BYUGA (being modernised)

CO# PENS 
BELLEAU OOD 
MONTEREY

ZUIHO (dosa ibly sunk)
it HAYATAKA

SWANNEE 
SANGAMON 
CH3NANG0 
BAR IE S 
COPAHEE 
CORA S3A 
CO-'iREGIDOR 
LONG ISLAND 
MISSION BAY 
NASSAU

*  OTAKA 
CHDYO
UNYO

BALTIMORE 
BOSTON 
CHESTER 
WICHITA 
HEW ORLEANS 
MIHSBAPOLIS 
SAU FRANCISCO 
PENSACOLA 
INDIANA POL IS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
PORTLAND

*  LOUISVILLE

TONE
A03A

*  MYOKO 
HAGURO 
MACE I 
ATAGO

*-TASAO
* MAYA

js

x
x

OAKLAND
*  HONOLULU 
xqHEMO 
ae CONCORD

POCOMOKS
mm

Approx 35 
Approx 50 

?

TATSUTA
YAHAGI (on trials)
TAMA

*  KISO 
3* NAT OR I

KASEIMA
6 - 7

CH2Y0DA (under conversion 
3 to ACV)

25 (some repairing)
Approx 30 
2 (one repairing)

*  Non-effective



4. SOUTH EASTERN PACIFIC

MOST SECRET
7 December, 1943.

CL

DD

TRENTOf 

2

B, EAST IBDIES-IKDIAN OCEAN.

Southwest Pacific 
( ?estern. SestiQ.nl Eas ter n... Pie et. Area, East Indies - Piij 1 j pp ise.a.

BB

C /(L )

CV (E) 

CA

CL

OL(T)

XDL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS 

DD

SS

ADELAIDE
VASf HESMSKKKE
TROKP

CHILDS
W.B.PRE3DN

VKs GALEN 
TJERK HIDDES

BILL FISH )
BOHEFISH )
BOWFIN >'
CABRILLA )
CAPELIN ) On
COD )
ORE VALLE
MARSHAL
POMP(M

1
)

PUFFER )
)TUNA

TIN08A )

K.12 )
BLUEFISH ) At
KINBPISE )
RASHER )

PEL IAS

xt A jii.LI.ilj Xfa* S

BATTLER

SUFFOLK
SUSSEX
HAWKINS
FROBISHER

w « ya.
SEW CASTLE 
MANCHESTER 
CEYTiOH 
DA MAE 
EMERALD

CANTON
CHITHAL
CARTHAGE

AIBATROSS

Approx 27

Patrol

Fremaatle

A3

^ XRCHAPT (N.f.Area Only) 
•pTpTEirs (incl*27 twinpeng)

Light & M/Bombers 
^/Bombers 
Plying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport & Oosn. A/0

168
55
16
12
49
39

HITAKA
RYUEO

ASHIGARA

KUMA
01
KITAGAKI
KIND'

KASHII

KAMOI

1

10

6
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U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQU ARTERS 

SOU TH  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA

Allied and Enemy Activity

No. 679 Date: 8th December, 1943

PART I

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. K RTH EASTERN AREA

{15 ALLIED rORCSS

(a) At Sea to 120q/ S :

(1) "STELLA” ”SHSPP ARTON” "POLARIS" surveying Morobe-Huon Gulf area,
(2) "PC .1121" escorting ”STAGES” departed iaine Bay Q42o/? for Port

Moresby ETA 1600/8. o
(3) ”WARRAMUNGA” "HELM” to RV with "WEST POINT” in position 21 0 6 'S

l S Q ^ S ’E at 1500/S and escort to Milne Bay ETA 9 Dee.
(4) wNOA” (APD) escorting "A.LIMDBSPG” Kornea to M ine  Bay ETA 9 Dee. 
{5} ”YI!S*719 towing floating dock departed Thursday Is . 1130/3 for

M ine  Bay ETA p.m. 9 Dec,
,(6) “ML.426” departed Port Moresby 1601/6 to RV with "¥*«” vicinity

Stephens Is* at 0700/s and escort to Milne Bay ETA 12 Dec
(7) ”KAT00MBAn "LITHGOir” "CASTLEMAINE” PCs.1124, 1131 SC*736 escorting

Convoy TM.187 (11 MV 1 AFC) departed Fltsroy Is . approx 
15?)0/ 7/  "^W So o m A ” ”LITBGGW” escort Portion A.("BONTEKOE" 
‘‘CANBERRA” "GGRGOH" "A.B.WHJTI” ) to Port Moresby: others 
escort portion B (M J.ALDEN” " S.BENSON” MCHARON"
”MAGNOLIA” "OZARK” “J.S.SARGENT" 1 APC) to Milne Bay ETA 
both portions 1100/l0 .
m n v i H n n  /''•iw w rttr T AR  «  /  « AT. a \ S3S4 1  » a  Un-ar(8) "COLAC” escorting Convoy MV.46 "("ALAMO” ) departed M ine  Bay
1500/6 for" Townsville ETA o400/l0.

(9) "GYMPIE" escorting "SUSQUEHANNA" departed m ine Bay 0400/7 for
Townsville.

(10) "MIZAR” (AF) en rout© Port Moresby to Townsville gTA 1300/3.
(11) "TASMAN” (AH) departed Milne Bay lGOO/3 for Sydney.
(12) "WAGGA” escorting "MONTORO" departed Port Moresby 1730/7 for

Cairns ETA 183o/9.
(13) "BROOM” escorting "S.BOLIVAR” departed Caloundra 0715/7. Parts

company vicinity Bustard Head and proceeds independently 
to Townsville ETA 0900/l0.

(14) "PC .1132" departed Caloundra 0130/8 to RV with "BRASTAGI” In
position 24 °22fS 15602 1 }F. at ll0l/9  and escort to Brisbane.

(15) "WIflfALLA* ,iSC.741rt escorting Convoy LQ.35 (4 MV) were to depart
Gladstone 200C/7 f oF Calouiiara ETA 0615/9,

(16) "STUART” departed Caloundra 1552/7 to RV with "SEA SNIPE" in position
27®05*3, 157°28,E at 0800/8 and escort to Brisbane*

(17) "RATERS" (APD) escorting "AMY LOWELL” ” J, CASH ILL0" from Noumea to
Townsville.

(18) "VENDETTA” departed Caloundra 230 ./6  to RV with ”CAPH FLAT3ERY” in
position 26°18*S 157U58*E &z 1600/7 and escort to Brlsban6 *

(19) 6 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour

Finschhafen War ships & Aux. - "LOOKOUT” (AG)



Lae

Morobe
Buna

3ro Bay

- Warships & Aux. - S C ’ s 731, 744, 748 YMS’ s 53, 314
YMS.336

Merchant Vessels? *CAPE SANDY* "C.KING" "NORAB"
" A • BURLINGHAME* "BALIKPAFAN" "BORGFRED" "BOTH"
" STANBURY " Y.13

- Warships & Aux. - ML.427, S19 "PORTUNUS" (AGP) 
-Warships I  Aux. - SC.637 YMS.51 ML’s 424,801, 8OB,

ML.816 "TRINITY" (AO)
Merchant Vessels* wA.TH0MASp "KATOOMBA" "H.P.WABMRf

- Warships & Aux. \ "SC»s 734, 736 ML.431
Merchant Vessels: " J.J.ASTCE" "J,DUBUQUE" SJ.W.MACKAY" 

"ffM.FROUSE" " J .ROSS” *VAN DEN BOSCH” "SIBIGO" 
"G.V.L.MEYER" "HANYANG n

- WarsMos k Aux. - SC’s 738, 745, 749 YMS.334 
Iter chant Vessels: "G.H.PLANDERS"

- Warships & Aux. - SC’ s 737, 747. 750 YMS.313 
Mmnwhanr. tr© a * «rrRTA «S'lvrr“-?,i'W "JOSEPH LANS"

Kirlwina 

Woodlark Is,
Merchant Vessels* "TRIANGULUM"

Goodneough Is.- Warships & Aux. - "WESTRALIAH (APA) "CAKTERHALL" (LSD)
Merchant Vessels: "J.EARL" "ED.N.WESTCOTT" "RAMO"

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA” "SHROPSHIRE® (CA)
" PHOENIX” ” HA SEVILLE" (CL) "KARRAMUNGA" "ARUNTA" 
"HELM" "RALPH TALBOT” "MUGFORD" "BAGLEY" "DRAYTON" 
"CONYNGKAM" "SMITH" "MAHAN" "LAMSON" "SHAW” "REID” 
"FLUSSER" (DD) ’’BROOKS" “SANDS11 "GILMER" "HUMPHREYS" 
(APD) SC’ s 648, 698, 7S9, 703, 732, 742, 743, 981 
SC.982 YMS’ s 11, 49, 50, 52, 70, 72, 73, 335 
YP ’s 233, 236, 278, 283 ML’a 425, 428, 430, 818 
PC’ s 476, 579, 1119, 1120, 1122 25 LST’ s 15 AFC’ s
29 FT’S "RIGEL* (AR) "YUNNAN" (ASIS) "DOBBIN" (AD) 
"OTUS" "FULTON* (AS) "HALF MOON” (AVP) "AASE MAERSK" 
"BISEOPDALE" "SUSQUEHANNA" (AO) "SPRINGDALE" (YDG) 
"AMYCUS" (ARL) 9CALSED02IIAN SALVOR" (&RS) "COUCAL" 
(ASR) "MERKUR" (AP) "POLLUX" (AKS)

(Note: SPECIAL OPERATIONAL MOVEMENTS
--  I S M "  W  M r  'M . 1------

JUT OF

Merchant Vesse Is : fiH.L.ABBOTT" "ABIGAIL ADAMS"
"S.3ANBURGER" "J.G.BRADY" "CAPE A HIE" "CAPE MEARES"
"J.CARROLL" "K.DGDGE" "E3S0 BALBOA" "S.CRANE" 
"P.A.EILERS" "OANNYMEDE" "F.J.IRTWIN" "JAPARA" 
"KLIPEONTEIN" "T .C .L O ^ *  "J.LYKES" "MACTAN" "MAUI" 
"MORMACDALE" "E . OSBORNE" "J.PALLSER" "W. H. POINT " 
"THOS.C.POWER" "A.ROVALLI" "M.M. STEWART" "SWARTEN- 
HGNDT" "TJISADANE" "TEXAS SUN" "TECUMSEH" "VAQUERO"

- Warships & Aux, - "EMPIRE SILVER" (AO) YMS»a 8 ,46 ,47 ,48  
Merchant Vessels* "B.F.BARHY" "MULIAMA" "W.S.LADD"

"MATTHEW FLINDS3SS"
- Warships &  Aux. - "FREMANTLEtt (AMS) ML.805
- Warships & Aux, - "BUNBURY" "GLADSTONE" "STAWELL" "WARRE-GO" 

(AMS) PC.477 SG.650 I P ’s 280,281 YMS.9
ML’ s 803, 804, 820 "PLATYPUS" (AR) "MANOORA" (APA)

- Warships k Aux. - "SAN PABLO" (AVP)
- Warships & Aux. - "ARARAT" (AMS)
- Warships & Aux. - "KURUMBA" (AO)
- Warships & Aux. - "JOLTY" "CROSBY" (APD) "BUNDABERG" 

"KALGOORLIE" "SWAN" "BOwEN" "COWRA" "GEELONG" (AMS)
"HERON" (AVP) SC,635 PC.1123 ML.808,826 YMS.lO.315 
’H.T,ALLEN" "KANIMBLA" (APA) "ALGORAB" (AKA)
"VICTORIA" "SHIKELLAMY" (AO) "MANUNDA" (AH)

(c ) Proposed Movements:

(1) "CCWRA" and Sp.735 escorting Convoy QL#36 (7 MV) to depart Caloundi-a 
1600/8. After arrlval-Torl' Curtis SC.735 to join LQ.36.

Port Moresby

Thursday Is. 
Cairns

Palm Island 
Townsville 
Gladstone 
Brisbane

2 **



(11) E m m  FORCE'S

X

( !)  Bougainville - (a) Extremely bad weather conditions cancelled
most aip operations Bougainville- Buka area during Dec,7 
and prevented photo reconnaissance this area,

(b) Hight Dec,6-7 several enemy aircraft were over 
Torokina area and during interception by two night 
fighters one enemy aircraft was shot down.

Our ground forces Torokina area advanced to 
occupy high ground on final perimeter in N,jS, sector during 
Dec,6. Our patrols made some contact outside the 
perimeter killing two Japs. During night Dec, 4- 5,
142 Torokina natives moved over to allied lines. Our 
casualties for November this area now total 254 killed.
962 wounded and 73 missing,

(o) Thirteen Mitchells prevented from attacking 
Kahili due weather, bombed Kieta Harbour at 1035/7,
At 1020/7 five other Mitchells bombed Kahili from 11.000 ft 
but with unobserved results due clouds.

(2) Buka — Biotos Dec, 6 show 13 barges in Buka Passage and 
approximately 10 off Chabai (Matchin Bay). 

gg^__3>eland - At 2120/6 Beauforts reported receiving Indications 
of four ioedium sized vessels 25 miles N .E , of East Gape. 
This taay possibly be an enemy convoy proceeding into or 
away from Rabaul via east coast New Ireland,

At 2&07/6 26 Beauforts attacked Borpop airfield and 
«  ,, dispersal areas (if.g. New Ireland).

' 4 ' Britain - Uight Dec. 6 Beauforts reported receiving indications 
or one vessel off Cape Orford at 2150 and one possible 
vessel vicinity Cape Beechey. These may well be barges 
operating along the coast during nl^it hours.

Cape Hoskins - At 0915/6, 21 Klttyhawks attacked Wulal Island 
(near Cape Hoskins.)

(6) Rel*1 Bay —At 1530-/6 one Liberato^&ttacked barges Rein Bay 
. . destroying one and probably damaging another*

Arawe - Eighteen Mitchells unable to hit Borgen Bay due weather, 
attacked Arawe area Dec,6.

(8) Borgen Bay - Thirty Mitchells escorted by 15 Thunderbolts attacked 
Borgen Bay forenoon Dec,6. The Thunderbolts also straffed 
A/A positions this area*

Thirty ti© Mitchells again struck Borgen Bay area 
iorenoon Dec,? destroying villages and generally strafing 
the area*

At 1030/7 approximately 40 barges of unknown 
serviceability were reported along the shore of Borgen Bay, 

Cape Gloucester - Forenoon Dec. 6, 30 Liberators escorted by 
XL Thunderbolts attacked village and mission area.

Forenoon Dec*7, another 24 Liberators attacked a / a  
positions this area*

At 0900/6, a small vessel was reported 85 miles N.W, 
Cape Gloucester on course 185° while forenoon Dec,7 an 
unidentified vessel, possibly the same unit, was reported 
stationary near Cape Gloucester,

(10) Garove Island -Forenoon Dec.6, two Beaufighters ana three Bostons 
_  attacked install*tlens and barges this area*

(11) Kuon Peninsula - Eight Klttyhawks strafed coastal area between
Madang and Alexishafen forenoon Dec.6.

At 0815/6, twelve Mitchells attacked dumps Lakona aret. 
Our ground troops continue pressure to the N, and N.W, and 
further slight advances have been made*

(12) Ramu Valley - At 0S40/6 two enemy a ircraf t bombed Bumpu without
91XQC

inline Bay - At 1003/6 one enemy reconnaissance aircraft was over 
this area*

2* NORTE WESTERK AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/8 ;

(1 ) 12 wubmarines on patrol.



(b) In Harbour i

Bardin - Warships & Aux. - "COOTAMXJNDRA" ^LATROHB" (AMS)
ML*a 429, 814, 815 

Merchant Vessels* "MANGOLA" "CARDROSS" "WANAKA"

(c) proposed Movements;

(1) "LATROBi* escorting "KARAFGI1* "CARDROSS9 “MASGOLA" la to depart
Darwin 0630/10 for Thursday Is .

(2) '"COOTAMUHDRA* escorting "WAN AKA" is tc depart Darwin 0630/9 for
Thttraday Is . ria Melville Bay.

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Dutch Hew Guinea - Three enemy floatplanes are reported to call
daily' at Timoeka•

Photos taken by Liberator over Kckas Dec.6
reveal one small naval escort, 10 barges and 3 praus#

(2) Ceram - Thirteen Liberators attacked village on Baroekoe Is .
(near Amboina) forenoon Deo.7. Two enemy aircraft were 
observed airborne but no interception. One possible 
4-engined floatplane was observed anchored in the area and 
one twin-engined aircraft and three unidentified fighters 
observed in dispersal area neat* Pelauw strip*

(3) Laha - Two unidentified vessels reported stationary off Laha on 
Dec.7.

(4) Babar Is (Banda Sea) - On D ec .7, two unidentified vessels were 
reported in this area.

3. SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(1) 4LLIED FORGES

(a) At Sea to 1200/Q :

(1) "TJSRK. HIDDES3 escorting "COOLINDA" departed Geraldton 1400/4 for
Broome ITA 13 Dec. (via Carnavon ETA 1100/5)#

(2) "YP,288" departed Fremantle 1345/4 for Exaaouth Gulf.
(3) "WANGAKF.U«A (AH) was to dep.Fremantle 1905/7 for Sue*.ETA 25 Dec,

(b) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warshins & Aux, - "ADELAIDE" “VAN HEEMSKERK"
:fTR0MP" (CL) "VAN GALEN” (DD) "CHILDS” (AV) 
"HORSHAM" "DUBBO" (AMS) "ATREUS" (CM)
W h ip p o o r w il l " (am ) "p e l ia s " (a s ) "chanticleer

(ASK) "ISABEL" (PY) SC,739 YF,286 
Exmouth Gulf- Warships & Aux, - "W.B,PRESTON" (AVD) "LARK" (AM)

4 , EASTERN & SO U T H S  ALLuA

( ! )  JLLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/9t

<1) "PHILIP" (DD) departed Sydney 1132/6 for IToumsa 3TA ©SOO/8,
(2) "DUNGAREE" departed Sydney 0944/6 for Melbourne ETA 1700/8.
(3) "ROCKHAMPTON" "ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN" escorting Convoy PC,148 (6 MV)

ETA Port Kerabla 2100/7, Sydney oido/ft" and Newcastie H O o /8
(4) "W ILCAIJNIA" " BALL AR AT " escorting Convoy 0C,149 (7 MV) w«re to

depart Melbourne 2 3 GO/Vl EpTPorTTeaibla 2400/10, Sydney 
0500/11 and Newcastle 1400/11*



Ob) In Harbour:

Port Stephens - Warships ■& Aux. - “TULSA1' (PG)
Sydney - Warshipa & Aux, - MDEITTW “STHIBGHA.M WARD (AH))

ttKAPUm>4* •feOULBTON" "DELORAll®" nMORESBY” 
wPIKIEn "OLEEEL0" "ECHUCA" M3?ARR??AMB00L"
*i?(3W5SVXE&W,” (MAS) MHILOn (PG) ;tKYSftA" "YAKDRA' 
(A/S Vessels) ML'a 4-30, 802, 807, 809, 317 
ML,821

(Repairing, Refitting) - fgOBAlT?" (CL) "BUCHAMN* (DD)
Melbourne - - Warships &'Aux, - "MILDURA" "BENDIGO* "IBVERBLL*

(AMS) "COOMBA* (A/S  Vessel)
Westernport - Warships St Aux. - "BINGERA” (A/S  Vessel)

(c) proposed Movements:

(1) nKAFUHDAtt * ML *809” "ML.S®!" are to depart Sydney 9 Deo, with
Convoy G .P .90 . On arrival Brisbane "KAFUftDA” is to be 

sailed toTownsville and ML«809 to Darwin,

(2) After tbe sailing of Gonvoy 00 ,149, CO and 00 eonvoys are to be 
discontinued. Ship3 sailing between N , S.W, ports south of 
58°50*E and Victorian am  Tasmanian ports will proceed 
independently except in the ease of certain special ships. Air 
and surfsee patrols will be provided at certain focal points 
(e .g . Gabo Island and approaches to Sydney and Newcastle) and 
striking forces made immediately available if required.

, CENTRAL PACIFIC

Marshalls - Pcrty seven Liberators attacked Mille on Dec.5 
causing several large fires and destroying one 
grounded aircraft. The same day one aircraft 
strafed and sank a 4-engined flying boat at Jaluit,

ENEMI *S PROBABLE MXT 10V&

(1) Consolidation of defences Mar stalls, Carolines, Bis^arcks, North
coast New Guinea, East Indies, ivlalayan areas,

(2) Constant effort to maintain maximum air and naval strength in
General Carolines, Marshalls, Blsmarcks, Hew Guinea 
areas to off-sst allied forward moves.

(3) Use of barges, submarines and destroyers for ni.^ht transportation
runs to forward areas.

(4) Continued use of submarines for reconnaissance and offensive
patrol duties in allied operational areas in Pacific 
and Indian Oceans,

— 000—
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ALLIED FORCES

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART I I  

ALLIED & EMMY ORDER OF BATTLE 

1* SOUTHWEST & SOUTH PACIFIC

HOST SECRET
8 December, 1943

ENEMY FORCES

South Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South pacific

Bismarcks
Solomons

Carolines
Marshalls

BB

CV

CV(L)

>

c i M

CA AUSTRALIA
SHROPSHIRE

CL PHOENIX
NASHVILLE

*  HOBART

XCL

Ag/cV3

XAV/XCVS

HERON 
SAN PABLO 
HALF MOON

WASHINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
ALABAMA

SARATOGA
ESSEX
BUHKER HILL

Ki INC ETON 
INDEPENDENCE

PRINCE WILLIAM
BRETON
ALTAHAHA

it
x

COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTXPBLLIER 
ST. LOUIS 
SAN DIEGO 
SAHTA FE 
MOBILE 
BIRMINGHAM 
DEWER 
LEANDER

£D WARRAMUNGA
ARUNTA 
HELM
RALPH TALBOT 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
CONYNGHAM 
BAGLEY 
DRAYTON 
FLTJS5ER 
LAMSON 
MAHAN 
REID

*  BUCHANAN

WRIGHT 
BALLARD 
CHANDELSUR

Approx 40 10
(1 or 2 
damaged)

YAMATD
MUSASHI
KONGO
HARUNA
NAG AT 0
MUTSU

ZUIKAKU
SHOKAKU

CHITCSE

CHOKAI
KUMANO
SU2UYA
TIKOMA

n-MOGAMI

NAM 
ISUZU 
NAGAEA 
NOSHIRO 
GYODO ) 
AMAKUSA)

■ AG A NO
*  YUBARI

1 prob# 
Bismarddi

KATOEI

1-2 (1  damaged)

*  NDTORO

20-25
(some repairing)

*  Non-effective



MOST SECRET
8 December, 1943

"SoutEwesY Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South pacific

"Mamarcks
Solomons

Caroline
Marshall

3S CERO )
COR VINA )
GATO )
RAY )
?ET0 )
3.31 )

20 20

On Patrol

ALBACORE )
GUARDFISH# At Brisbane 
SCAMP )

K .9 At Sydney

BALAO )
BLAOKFISH) At Milne Bay 
RATON )

FT 62

?a / afd/ aka

H.T.ALLEN 
MAHOORA
WESTRALIA 
XANIMBLA 
ALGORAB 
O I L M  
SA*g>S 
HUMPHREYS 
BROOKS 
KILTY 
CROSBY 
DEMF
3TRIHGHAM 
WARD 
WATERS
NOA

AS FULTON
0TT3S

AD DOBBIN
*  DIXIE

AR RIGEE
PLATYPUS

Approx 80

10 APA 
9 AH) 
6 ASA

AffjCRAFT (N.R. Area Only) 
Fighters (incl. 19 twln-eng.) 
Light & K(/Boabera 
SE/Bombers
Plying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport & Gbarx. A/c

FROMETHEUS

242
140
45

2
50
13

CL

*V/CVS

S3
15

ALLIED FORCES

DETROIT
RALEIGH
RICHMOND

22
10

2* NORTHERN PACIFIC
ENEMY FORCES 

ABUKUMA

AKIT SUSHIMA 
5

Approx 4 
1

*  Non-effective
-  2 -

09 
OS



BB

3, CENTRA, PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES

NORTE CAROLINA 
INDIANA 
WEST VIRGINIA 
COLORADO 
MARYLAND 
TENNESSEE 
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
IDAHO 
CALIFORNIA 

PENNSYLVANIA 
m OKLAHOMA

ENEMY FORCES 

ISE
YAMASHIHEO
FUSO (Poas• Mandates) 
HYIK5A (being modernised)

MOST SECRET
B December, 1943

CV

CV (T) 

CV(L)

CV (E )

CA

'-CA

CL

Skill
XCL
av7cvs

SavA cvs
BIT
IS
7®

ENTERPRISE
YORKTCWN
LEXINGTON

COWPEKS 
BELLEAU WOOD 
MONTEREY

SUWANNEE
SANGAMON
CHENANGO
BARNES
COPAHEE
CORAI SEA
CO&REGIDOR
LONG ISLAND
MISSION BAY
NASSAU

BALTIMORE 
BOSTON 
CHESTER 
WICHITA 
NEW ORLEANS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
SAN FRANCISCO 
PENSACOLA 
INDIANAPOLIS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
PORTLAND 

*  LOUISVILLE

OAKLAND
*  HONOLULU
*  RENO
*  CONCORD

POCOMOKE

Approx
Approx

35
50

HOSHO

2T/IHC (possibly sunk) 
*»HAYATAKA

OTAKA
CHUYO
UNTO

j*
*

n
if

TONE
AOBA
MYOKO
EAGURO
NACHI
AT AGO
TAKAO
MATA

TATSUTA ~
YaHAGI (on trials)
TAMA

*  KISO
*  NAT OR I

KASHIMA
6 - 7
CHXYODA (under conversion 

3 to ACV)
25 (some repairing)
Approx 30 
2 (one repairing)

*  Non-effective

- 3 -



4. SOUTH EASTERN PACIFIC

210 ST SECRET
8 December, IS43

CL

DD

TRENTON

2

5* EAST INDIES - INDIAN OCEAN

3 o u ® e i r K ^ n - o --------- ------------ --- ----------
(Western Section) Easternfleet Area Bast Indies-Phllipplnes

FiA MILLIES

BITAKA
RYUI10

BB

CV (L)

CV (B) 

CA

CL

CL(T)

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

BD

SS

AS

ADELAIDE
VAN HEEMSKERK
TRGMP

CHILDS 
W.B.PRESTON

BATTLER

SUFFOLK
SUSSEX
HAWKINS
FROBISHBK

KENYA
NEWCASTLE
MANCHESTER
CEYLON
DANAE
EMERALD

CANTON
CARTHAGE
CEITRAL

ALBATROSS

*■* ?

VAN GALEN fe r o x
T JERK KIDDES

BILLFISH ) ?
BONEFISH )
BOtfFIN )
CABRILLA I
CAPELIN } On Patrol
COD f
GREVALLE )
MRWHAL }
POMPOM J
PUFFER 5
TUNA !
TIHOSA }

K*l« )
BL3EFISH ) At Fremantle
KINGFISH )
RASHER )

PEL IAS ?
W.Area Only)

W W i J

Bombers
SE/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes
Transport &  Obsn. a/ c

168
55
16
12
4S
39

ASKIGARA

KUMA
01
KITAGAMI
KINU

KASEII

KAMO I

1

10

•  4 -



C. 0 . 1 .c . British —  M O ST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQU ARTERS 

SOU TH  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA  

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY N AVAL SUMMARY

Allied and Enemy Activity 

No. 680 Date: 9th December* 1943

PART I .

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1 . forth  :.;astbr& area

(1) AIL JEEP FORCES

(1)
( 2 )
(3)

(4) 
<5)

(6 )

(7)
(8 )

O )
(10)

(11)
(1£)

(13)

(14)

(15)

(a ) At Sea to 1200/8 :

“STELLA" f,SHEPPAPH?ON” ,fPOLARI3” surveying Mor>obe-Huon Gulf area*
"SC .746” departed Flnschhafen 1330/8 ETA m ine Bay OSGO/lO.
"WARRAMUTOA” to RV with ”WEST POINT" in position 21°06*S

159 28 *E at 1500/8 and escort to M ine  Bay ETA 9 Dec.
”N0A,f (AFD) escorting ”A.LIM)BERG” Noumea to Milne Bay ETA 9 Dec.
” ML .4 26” departed Port Moresby 1601/6 to KV with !1Y .6 ?' vicinity 

Stephens Is , at 0700/8 and escort to m ine Bay ETA
12 Dec.

"KATOOMBA* "DITHGOW” ”GASTLBMAIKE11 PC’ s 1124, 1131 3C.736
escorting Convoy. TH.187 (11 MV, 1 A .PC) departed Pitzroy 
Is . •pppox'^T5ffl7l77~1̂ T0Q M 3A ” "LITHGOW" escort Portion 
A ("SG OTlK i" ’'CANBERRA" ”G OHGON" "A.D.V/HTEE" ) to Port 
Moresby: others escort portion B ( ” MALDEN” ”S.HENS0R" 
"CHARON" "MAGNOLIA" "OZARK" ” J. S . 3ARGEMT'" 1 APC ) to 
Milne Bay ETA both portions lloo/io .

"TASMAN" (AB) departed Milne'Bay 160c/3 for Sydney.
"WAGGA" escorting "UOBTCHO" departed Port Moresby 1730/7 for 

Cairns KTA 1830/9.
"BROOMS!l en route Bustard Head to Townsville ETA 0900/l0*
"COvVRA" ”30*735” escorting Convoy ,J,.38 (7 i:«!V»s) departed 

Brisbane 1600/B, Bustard liead 230 /9 .
”Y .2 91 ” was to dep. Cairns 0830/9 for Brisbane ETA 1200/l2.
"WATERS" (APD) en route Sydney after escort duties with "AMY 

LCK9EXL" .OABRILLO" to Lady Elliott Island.
!,PC.1132” departed Caloundra 0130/8 to Hf with “BRA STAG I ” in 

position 24°22fS 156°21*E at 110> /9  and escort to

'’BUHDAHERG” ”KALG0ORL23S" escorting Convoy PG.89 departed 
Brisbane 1255/8 ETA Sydney 0500A o •

6 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Flnschhafen

Lae

Morobe

Buna

- Warships & Aux. - "LOCKOUT” (AG)
Merchant Vessels t ”FULCRA” "LORINNA"

- Warships & Aux. - SC’s 731, 744 YMS's 53,314
YF3.336

tie reliant Vessels: "CAPE SA TO” ”C.KIM>”
"NORAB" ”BAL IK PA PAN” "BORGFRKD" mBOTH”
” ST ANBURY « Y . 13 "BULBSBA ”

- Warships k Aux. - ?3L's 427, 819 ”FORTUNES"
(AGP)

.arships & Aux. - 
ML* a 806, 816 

Ferciiant Vessels;

- 1 -

SC.637 YM5.51 ,/L's 424,801 
’’TRINITY” (AO)

"KATiJOmA” ”R.P.EARNER11



Or© Bay

liriwina 

Woodlark Is, 

Goodenough. Is,

Milne Bay

(1)

- Warships & Aux* — SC#734 431 
Merchant Vessels* "JJ.ASTOR" " J.DUBUQUE" "J.W*

MAGKAY" ®J.EARL" "CAFE MEASES* "WM.FROUSE" 
"J.ROSS" 83IBIG0" "A.THOHAS" ftG.V*L.MEYEE” 
"C*E.SMITH" "

- Warships & Aux. - SC’s 738, 745, 749 YMS*334 
Merchant Vessels* " * G *H*FLANDEESif

- Warships & Aux* - SCfs 737, 750 
Merchant Vessels* "TRIANGULUM"

- Warships & Au k . - "WESTRALIA" {APA} '’CARTER HALL 
(LSD)

Merchant Vessels* "ED.M.WESTCOTr' "RAMO"
- Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" * SHROPSHIRE0 (CA) 

"PHOENIX" “NASHVILLE’1 (CL) "WARRAMUHGA” 
"ARUNTA" "HELM” "RALPH TALBOT" "KUGFORD" 
"BAGLEY" *DEATTQN" "CGNYMGBAM" "SMITH" "MAHAN" 
"LAMSON" "SHAW" "REID" "FLUS3ER" (DC) ”SANDS” 
"BROOKS" "GILMER* "HUMPHREYS" (APD)
SC * & 648, 698, 699, 703, 731, 732, 742,743,748 
SC*S 747, 981, 982 YMS’ s 11, 49, 50, 52, 70, 
YlfS’ s 71, 72, 73, 335, 314, 313 YP»s 233, 236 
YP's 278, 283 UL»s 425, 428, 430, 818 
PC1s 476, 579, 1119. 1120. 1122 25 LST's 
15 AFC'S 29 FT* 3 "RIGEIP' (AR) '^YUNNAN”
(ASS) "DOBBIN" (AD) "0TU3" "FULTON” (AS)
"HALF MOOS" (AVP) "AASE MAERSK" "BISHOPDALE"
113G SQBE HAM A " (AO) "SPRINGDALE" (YDG)
"AMYOUS*’ (ARL) "CALEDONIAN SALVOR" (ARS) 
"COUCAL" (ASR) "MERKUR" (A?) “’POILUX" (AKS)

(Notes SPECIAL OPERATIONAL MOVEMENTS OUT
--------  op  m T f f i T S K  ' M  M M T]------------------

- Merchant Vessels? "E.L*ABBOTT" "ABIGAIL ADAMS"
" 3 *BANBUEGHR" "J.G#BEADY1 "CAPS ANNE"
"J*CARROLL" "H*DODGE" "ESSO BALBOA" "F .A , 
EILERS" ” HANYANG” "F .J* IRWIN" "JAPARA"
" 3 .GIRARD'* "KLIPPONTEIN" ”T*C*LOWE” ”J.LYKES" 
"MACTAN” *MORMfiCDALE" "B.OSBORNE” "J.PILMBR" 
"W*H*POINT" "THOS.C* POWER" "A.ROVALLI"
"M• M*STEWART" "SWARTSNHONDT" "VAN DSN BOSCH" 
"TJISADANE" "TEXAS SUN” nT3CUMS2H" "VAQUERO"

- Warships & Aux. - "EMPIxlE SILVER" (AO) YMS’ s 8, 46 
Ym s *s 47 48

Merchant Vessels* "CONTESSA" "MATTHEW FLINDERS" 
’'/lOLIAaA* "STAGEN"

- Warships & Aux. - "FREKANTLE" (AMS) ^L*805
- Warships & Aux* - "BUNBURY" "COLACMGLADSTONE” 

"GYMPIE” fSTAWELL" "WARREGO"/^SUSQUEHANNA"
(AO) PC#477 SC.650 YP.280 YMS.9 
ML*s 803, 804, 820 "PLATYPUS® (AR) "MANOORA" 
(APA)

- "SAN PABLO" (AVP)
- "ARARAT" (AMS) "MI2AR" (AF)
- "KURUMBA" (AO)
- "KILTY" "CROSBY" (AH)) "BUNDABERG" 
"KALGOORLIE" *3STAN” "BOWEN" "COWRA” 
(AMS) "VENDETTA" "STUART" (DD)

"HERON" (AVP) SC*635,741 PC, 1123 SIL’ s 808, 
ML*826 YMS*s 10, 315 "B.T* ALLEN" "KANIMBLA” 
(APA) "ALGOHAB" (AKA) "VICTORIA" "SHIKELLAMY" 
(AO) "MANUNDA" (AH)

(c) Proposed Movements;

"PC.1121" escorting Convoy MF»14 ("DAVID P*BAHRY" for Lae and "W.S.LADD 
to depart Port Moresby 1230/9 for Milne Bay*

"KILTY” "CROSBY" (APD) to depart Caloundra 1800/9 for Milne Bay. 
"MANOORA" to depart Cairns at 1730/9 for Sydney ETA 1700/j-3* Escort 

requested from Lady Elliott Is*

Port Moresby

Thursday Is* 
Cairhs

palm Island 
Townsville 

Glads tone 
Brisbane

- Warships & Aux*
- Warships & Aux* 
•  Warships & Aux*
- Warships & Aux*

"WHYALLA"
"GEELONG"
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(li) EHEBff FORCES

X

>

(1) Choiseul - At 0630/8 a submarine waa sighted off Sasa Point 
(W.Coast Choiseul). It was later seen on course s.W*

(2) Buin Base - At 1027/7 Kahili was attacked by five Mitchells with 
unobserved r e s u lt s # Photos 8 Dec*show Kahili still u /s .

(5) S .£ . Bougainville - On 7 Dec, PT boats engaged four loaded barges 
in Torau Bay. The barges returned fire and made for the 
beach.

{4) W.Coast Bougainville - At 2215/7, a submarine was seen by aircraft 
54 miles off Cape Motupina.

(5) Mandates-Blsmarcks •  At 1425/8, six barges or fishing boats were 
sighted by a Liberator 180 miles N«£U of Muasau Island, 
course 160°. An attack was made but details not yet 
received*

This is the first definite evidence of the enemy 
using small craft for transportation from the Mandates to 
the Bismarcks, following our successful air and submarine 
attacks on shipping in this area.

(6) Kavieng m At 1330/8 a Liberator observed the following shipping at 
Eaviengs-

1 destroyer
2 merchant ships (1 large, 1 3mall)
7 small auxiliaries

(7) Rabaul - Photos noon 6 Dec. shovus-

Shlpplng 1 destroyer tender 
2 submarines
2 patrol craft
1 tanker (14,000 tons)

12 merchant ships (55,000 tons total)
13 ships

Aircraft Lakunai 65 P. 3 m/ b

Tobera 22 - -
Rapopo 5 2 l / b

Vunakanau 4 23 4
^arbour - - - 17 f / p

Total 145 a/c whereof gj p< 31 M/ B 6 L/ B 17 f /p

Qo-pe Or ford - An enemy submarine was reported by aircraft 32 miles 
S. of Cape Or ford at noon 8 Bee.

(9) Gasmata - At 1700/7  dump areas Gasmata were bombed by 12 Kittyhawks 
and 50 Thunderbolts, carrying 1 x 500 lb , bomb apiece, 
with good coverage of the target*

j /  (10) Arawe - At 0230/7, an enemy MTB was sunk by our PT boats. 3 miles
H*E. of Arawe.

m il l )  !«£>.. New Britain - Complete reports of the air strikes a.m. 7 Dec.
show that bl Mitchells attacked Borgen Bay area and 43 

r t i'lD«2*ators A/A positions at Cape Gloucester,
' ' — ■££, I aland - An observer reports a considerable number of enemy

aircraft proceeding eastwards from the direction of ^adanc 
„  . during the night 7-8 Dec. ^
(13) Wewak - Four Thunderbolts on a fighter sweeo over $ewak at 1 2 nr>/7

encountered about 20 enemy d L t e ^ l n f  at lelst
fiA\ c .4-3 ,_on~^aI/ probably destroying one other,
' •*' “ At 0325/7, our PT boats encountered and destroyed four

barges at Singoi (14 miles W x K of Saidor).
' ' MiAPh ^Qninsula - At 0815-0850/7, coaatal track between Wald Bay

and Fortiiication Point was bombed and strafed by ten 
Bostons * Jr

/a a-, At lloo/B, camp and supply areas near Kalasa 
(4 miles inland from Wald Bay) were attacked by 11

hou* similar targets near
v/andokai (8 miles h, of Bonga) were bombed by 10 Marauders.

Our ground forces continue to advance slowlv 
northward from Gusika, despite powerful land mines,

g * n o r th  w estern  ahba

(1) ALLIED FORCES
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. NORTH WESTERN AREA
------- - ' “ (i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12oo/9;

(X) "LATROBB” escorting Convoy DT»39 {2 MV) departed. Darwin 1255/8 
for Thursday is* fc±A 1930/12*

(2) "COOTAMOTDRA” escorting ”WAKA£Aw departed Darwin 1250/8 eta 
Melvile Bay 0929/10 thence to proceed Thursday Is .

{3) 12 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux, ** ML’ s 429, 815, 814 
Merchant Vessels: "WANAKA"

( i i ) ENEMY FORCES 

Aabon Area - Photos 7 Dec. of the new airfields show:

(a) Pelauw on Haroekoe Island: 4 twin-engined bombers in 
new revetments and continued development.

(b) Amahai (Central South coast Ceram): 6 probable 
bombers in dispersal area and five bomber revetments. 
Runway serviceable for 5,200 feet, probably being 
extended another 1,800 feet*

SOUTH WESTERII AREA

(i) ALLIKD FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/9 :

(1) "TJERK HIDDES" escorting nC0©LINDA” departed Geraldton 1400/4 for
Broome ETA 13 Dec, {via Carnavon ETA lioo/g)

(2) "WANGAHELLA" {AH) was to depart Fremantle 1905/7 for Sue* ETA 25 Dec.

(b) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux, - ’'ADELAIDE” "VAN HEEMSKERK”
"TKOMP” (CL) "VAN GALEN” (DD) "CHILDS" (AV) 
"HORSHAM” "DUBBO" (M S ) ” ATREUS” (CM) 
"WHIPPOORWILL” (AM) "PELIAS" (AS) 
"CHANTICLEER” (ASR) "ISABEL” (PT) SC.739 
YP.286

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux, - "W.B. PRESTON” (AVD) ”LARK”
(AM) ”YP«288"

EASTERN L SOUTHERN AREA

( I ) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/9 :

(1) "ROCKHAMPTON” "ECHUCA” "KAPUHDA” KL«s 809, 821 escorting Convoy
GP»90 (4 MV) were to depart Sydney 0800/9 for 
Caiouh&ra, On arrival Brisbane ”KAPUNDA” is to be 
sailed to Townsville and ML*809 to Darwin.

(2) "WILCANNIA” "BALLARAT" escorting Convoy PC,149 (7 MV) ETA Port
Kembla 2400/10, Sydney™855o/ll and Newcastle 1400/l l *



(b) In Harbour:

Port Stephens - Warships & Aux. - ’’TULSA1* (PG)
Sydney -Warships ^ Aux. - "DENT" "SIRINGHAM" "WARD"

(APD) "GOSLBURN" "DELORAINE" "MORESBY" 
"PIRI5" "GLENELG" "WARRNAMBOOL" 
"TOWNSVILLE" (ABS) "KILO" (PG) "KYERA" 
"YANDRA" "ABRAHAM CRIJNS32H" (A/S Vessels 
ML*s 430, 802, 807 , 809, 817, 821 

(Repairing, Refitting) - "HOBART (CL) "BUGHASAN" (DD) 
Melbourne - Warships & Aux, - "MILDURA" "BENDIGO"

"INVERELL" (AMS) "DOOMBA" (a/S  Vessel) 
"BTJNGAKEE” (CM)

Westernport - Warships & Aux, - "BINGERA" (A /s  Vessel)

(c ) Proposed Movements?

After the sailing of Convoy CO.149, CO and OC convoys are to 
be discontinued. Ships sailing between H.S.W . ports south of 
32°5G,S and Victorian and Tasmanian ports will proceed 
independently except in the case of certain special ships.
Air and surface patrols will be provided at certain focal 
points (e.g . Gabo Island and approaches to Sydney and Newcastle] 
and striking forces made immediately available if  required,

ENEMY*S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Consolidation of defences Marshalls, Carolines, Bismarcks,
North coast New Guinea, East Indies, Malayan areas.

(2) Constant effort to maintain maximum air and naval strength
in general Carolines, Marshalls, Bism&rcks, New Guinea 
areas to off-set allied forward moves,

(3) Use of barges, submarines and destroyers for night transportation
runs to forward areas,

(4) Continued use of submarines for reconnaissance and offensive
patrol duties in allied operational areas in Pacific and 
Indian Oceans,

— oOo——
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DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART II

MOST SECRET
9 December, 1S43

ALLIED FORCES

ALLIED & EHBMY ORDER OF BATTLE 

I* 3CUTH £ESI & SOUTH PACIFIC
F.KEKT FORCES

South Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

^TaSarclcs
Solomons

Carolines 
î ar snailsSouth Pacific

DD

CV

ZLiLl

>

01(E)

CA

CL

AUSTRALIA
SHROPSHIRE

PHOEBIX 
NASHVILLE

*  HOBART

CL (T)

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

M O N  
SAN PABLO 
HALF MOON

WARRAMUNGA
ARUBTA
HELM
RALPH TALBOT
STUART
VENDETTA
CONYNGHAM
BAGLEY
DRAYTON
FLUSSER
lamson

MAHAN
REID
BUCHANAN

WASHINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
ALABAM

SARATOGA
ESSEX
BUNKER HILL

PRINCETON 
a- I NOS PENSENCE

PRINCE WILLIAM
BRETON
ALTAMAHA

ft
»
a

COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
ST. LOUIS
3AN DIEGO
3A:?TA FS
MOBILE
BIRMINGrEAM
DENVER

LSA3DER

WRIGHT
BALLARD
OHANDELEUR

Approx 40 10

XAMATO
MUSASHI
KONGO
HARUNA
NAGAT0 
MUT3U

2UIKAKU
SHOKAKU

s h k o s b

CHOKAI 
KUMANO 
3U2UYA 
TIKUMA 

m MOGAMI

aAKA
ISUZU
NAGARA
NOSHIRO
OYODO )1 prob* 
AMAKUSA)Bi smar dcs

ft AGANO
*  YU BAR I

EATORI

1-2 (1 damaged)

*  NOTOR0

£0-25
(1 or 2 damaged) (some repairing)

h Non-effective



MOST SECRET
9 December, 1345

Southwest Pacific 
___(Eastern Section) South Pacific

Blsmarcks
Solomons

CsmHriea
Marshalls

SS CERO
CORVINA
GATO
RAY 
PETO 
S .31

On patrol

}

PT

apa / apd / aka

AS

AD

'AR

ALBACORE 
GUARD?ISH 
SCAMP

E.9

BALAO 
BLAGKFISH 
RAT OK

62

H.T.ALLBfc 
MAROORA 
WE3TRALIA 
XAITIMBLA 
ALGORAB 
GILMER 
SANDS 
HUMPHREYS 
BROOKS 
KILTY 
CROSBY 
DEM*
STRINGHAM 
WARD 
WATERS 
NO A

PULTON
OTUS

DOBBIN 
*  DIXIE

RIGEL
PLATYPUS

)
) At Brisbane 

)

At Sy&ney

At M ine  Bay

Approx 80

10 APA 
9 APD 
8 AKA

PROMETHEUS

20 20

AIRCRAFT (MS*Area Only)
Fighters (incl, 19 twin-eng.) 242
LiSit & M/Bombers 140
SE/Boiabers 45
Flying Boats 2
Floatplanes 50
Transport & Obsn. A/C 13

ALE.IED FORCES
2, NCRTHERW PACIFIC

EH2MY FORCES

CL DETROIT ABUKUMA

•

RALBIGfi
RICEMOM)

AVtfCVS
i>D

M

mm
22
10

AKITSUSHIKA
5

Approx 4 
1

*  N on-effective



3» CENTRAL PACIFIC
ALLIED PORCBS

MOST SECRET 
9 December,

ENEMY FORCES

1943

BB NORTH CAROLINA
IHDIANA
WEST VIRGINIA
COLORADO
MSRYLAilD
TENNESSSS
MISSISSIPPI
3BK MEXICO
IDAHO
CALIS'OrtfriA
PENNSYLVANIA

nOXLAEDMA

ISE
YAMASHIRO
FUSO (Pose. Mandates) 
EYUGA (being modernised)

CV 2HE3RRXSE
Y03XXQWX
LiXIi'JGTOK

CV (T ) « • HOSHO

CV (L) C Cm EEK3 
jKELLEAU W OOD 
HOBTBRET

ZUIHQ (Possibly sunk)
h  HAYA3AKA

CV (E) SdWAHHKS 
SAKGAMQN 
CHENANGO 
BARNS3 
C3PAH2E 
CORAL SEA 
CORREGIDOR 
LONG ISLAND 
MISSION BAY 
M S  3 ATT

*  OfAKA 
CHUYO 
UNYO

CA MLITMORE 
BOSTON 
CHESTER 
WICHITA 
Sm  ORLEANS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
SAN FRANCISCO 
ESN3AC0LA 
INDIAJtA POL IS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
PORTLAND 

* LOUISVILLE

TONE 
AOBA 

x ISXOKQ
*  HAGURO
*  MAC III
*  ATAGO
*  TAICAO 
x MATA

OCA - 6

CL OAKLAND
HONOLULU 

*  RENO 
36 COKOORD

TATSUTA
YAHAGI {on trials) 
TAKA 

36 KISO
it NAT OR .i. •

CL(T)
m ~
W 7cvs
xav/ xcvs

EB
SS

s

POCOMOKE

Approx 35 
Approx 50

Jfc

KA3EII1A
6- 7

CHIYODA (under conversion fee 
3 ACV) 

25 (some repairing)
Approx 30 
2 (one repairing)

Non-effective
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DD

DD

BB

CV(L)

OV (E) 

CA

CL(T)

ZCL

AV/CVS

xay / kcvs

DD

ss

4. SOUTH EASTERN PACIFIC

MOST SECRET
9 December, 1945

THEKTOU

2

5. EAST IKPIE3 -INDIAN OCEAN

Southwest pacific ““ ' ’ '
(Western Section) Eastern Fleet Area Bast Indiss-fxiillpplnes

ADELAIDE
ia m  hesmseerk
TROMP

CHILDS 
W,B« PRESTON

VAS GALEN 
TJERK HIDDES

BUT,PISH
BD«3FI3H
BOWFIN
CABRILLA
CAPELIN
COD
GPJ? VALLE
MARSHAL
POMPOM
PUFFER
TUFA
TIFOSA

K.12
BL0EFI3H
KTRGFISB
RASHER

RAMILL IE S

JiATTLEu

SUFFOLK
SUSSEX
HAWKIHS
FROBISHER

FEF/A
NEWCASTLE
MUC HESTER
CEYLON
DANAE
EMERALD

CANTON
CARTHAGE
CHTTRAL

ALBAfBBSS

Approx £7

?

On Patrol

At Freatantle

_  PELIAS ? 
IRURAPT (N.yif.Arsa Only)

Fighters (Incl• 27 twin-eng.) 166
Ll^jht & 2vBomber a 55
SB/Bombers X6
Flying Boats 12
Floatplanes 49
Transport & Oban. a/c 39

BITAKA
RYUHO

ASHIGARA

iCDiigA
01
KIT AG AM I 
KIMC

KASHI I

KAMO I

1

10



GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

j
.Combined Operational Intelligence Centre ■

I
D A I L Y  N A V A L  S U M M A R Y

i

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity.
Port II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle. i
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Cb| At r‘SO/lQ, s vaaaala wo#« vopoptad by aircraft
SC: * 11*# f#ff*^* of sabaul* $̂ha u m  &&<a poaitlo& of 
this aomr»sr. al^fcing jugg*#*, assail convoy ratwptJtog 
ft*® fiabas! to (^* Sft^afaa*

W  5*ga 3rfow> * TUo GVtomelm al̂ fcfcad bi alrorafi 31 'nil#* 3*of 
cap* orforit at noon $  £•©♦ la fy*£har reported to hav* 
auataifjad a >ilt .frost or* of three bo?«ba dropped 
b'3r fciJ# aircraft, 

C4 I ■«■'* ?;a* larltalr, - ims»pi«to» resorts tad*oat* tout zm t&r&m  
lfcy «**a »** aijtae3e®d a.«* f £««• fey approximately 
ft© f&tehalXa »l£fe tfe^orboXt «aaort» 

.($) £«lsg*<g - /»% n-:;31/£* a. setor w«Msel m  a eowit «aa 
«©ard dua Sanfc or l4S&|* Xalamd, 

(v) j..^ * r.atawwm ;'7go sal '82cy%# on® Xts^ai* ar*;* eight or 
aiM  a^aix «p*f& «a*» 9li?tou& WjL airotaft in .’at&ja say*

{’/) ,-l-U:,m̂  'arbour - Satwaaa and ^V :/9, a X»rc« Xuggar and
lyW iraXXy  loaded v«r» .ftcavilj atr*jr«4 and X«ft 
sMQt&*t£ feyalsfe* KittyteSts. 

18) Huoa ;>ooif^u.Xa - 
" wTi as ':-X3^/i » 0s» araiy typo wl w bars# *®a ®wnk arid or*

ba&ebad tiqptgr tgr9* *a* sarg© w&# deatroytKi off Halaa
"oink {£' ftilss 1* of Sio) by «mr iT boat®. 'sfcaia 

lafca^estafi .tit* bargaa «or« sMWl&boiaad*
Cbi At -:=2 :-ive.# JTô orotiis li^j&a inolwdiaa pcwialbl© 
vaMala l i $ M *  *mm obaarvod fejf oiar f  be&ia rasas* c-auaa 
miEt (is sill* ft &£(• by L. or SaXd*e*i.
(o) £**,;•«, S ct* af tao Xaadad typo H4W bmpf*$
p i*e w a b g  -i# jvq*  ’Xafcdo&tf., 3  »ilaa s* of oaaaaiss Kiw »#  
«aa a£raf«4 >y four Aircbbras.
\<3} At X '>o/Sf «up artiilary fora#. #roo* ot«a6i
ppe^rao^ la  palsg «aac$a by our gvmmid foroea aaaancing, 
against rar»X«t4»st anatgr oprositior; .1* of tba lalstaag 
Ttiirar*

(^) "flpar Itagsa vaXia^ » «*a* t  Dao*# a n a ^  poaitlana at saaawai and
• a w H H a  «ara bs^a©e4 and atrafa4 bjf tnwnty Kittjh&mk*
m*i aigkt Airaobraa In author! of a«r grounri foraaa*

(S) jJXlgi: - - C ^

(a) At 3#a. v- l4v^oA = -i

fX) *-LV//tr2K;« eacortXor. canyon P'V.38 12 i.̂ > c !e^t© c  ?w > in  Xi36/e 
.-or Thut-s :#*-23T T r H W r .A S . , 

cii> ^C' r$AM.>:&ivi&v aaaortii^ *%um£aw dapart^ saywiu is&  ■/© K M  
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attain IX .
tb.) raliai^ai Abaot 01^ / 9, tferaa cataXinaa 

bes^M  awl aTFEFaF*'. aiaarm * .« •  «liot of ttaaify a/ a aaa 
firai fro-s fe vasaaX 6 alias S# of salraaim. . 

(£?} Tlsibr * 4t 1P:’t /S» |3»qdBg a»d asifoei aaro^rossoa «tr* S>oatoad 
bj tom* idfc«toolla# atartiii-; ftraa viaSbla 9&  alautaa 
aft:^ Xa&vt.ng
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C .O .I .C .
British - MOST SECRET 
U.S. - S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

D A I L Y  N A V A L  S U M M A R Y

Part I: Allied and Eneĵ y Activity.
Part II: Allied and Enesy Order of Battle.

No. 602 Date: th December. 
1943#

PART I,

A , soma. WE3T PACIFIC ARP.A 

1* KORTH eastern au r a

(I) ALLIED FORGES 

(a) At Sea to jg o o A lt

(1)
(2) "FOLM IS” surveying Morobe-Buon Gulf a-ea 

PC*1121 gs corting Conyoy g . 1 4  (nDAVU) F«BARH3C for lie , ETA

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6 )

(7)

(8) 

^ ( 9 )

t 0)

1)

(12)
(13)

(14)

(15)

4 M 3 )

t

11. ..L '7; ° . v  - „ J . 1 xlJ I Of Lae. ET,S S f S 8 8 7 due lsocAo)
a 3 68 m  anfl "Y *13" * “  “ « *
iff,.426" departed Port Moresby 1601/6 to RV with vicinity

*01ADSTnun?» Uf 1M??S Is* 07J ° / 8 an5 esoort to Milne Bay ETA 12 Dec*

„ * W 1 M  aepartea 0airna 176° / 10 * “

KUtTT” departed Caloundra 1726/9 for Milne Bay

SC.732" cor ting gonvg^ W *4 7  (4 W[*B including tfBOTHH "BORGFRED" 

1700/iaf ' departed Milne Bay leoo/lo ETA Townsvi11©

ifCASTLEMAIKEB escorting sKATOOIJBAM departed Milne Bay 1700/l0 
........  B f »  Townsville ETA 1300/l2 . y ’W 00 '-L0

"  departed Cairns 1726/9 for Sydney ETA 1700/l3, "VE2SDETTJI*

• W  %  % Z l  ! ? / !
• n r n -  S f c u ^ .

"CCHRA"”" S C ^ 5  *349/9 for Brisbane ETA 1200/l2 . ■

.  w )  ~ d eiad8tone 
rC .llS* 0130/8 to B7 with »Btus.rAQ1n ln POSltlon

■ wjfiil-i. ^  *  St ll0 ° / 9 a«d escort to Brisbane. 
m V E m *  to ',pc*1152« proceeding with "PAUL

!tVEMBETTArt dsnanf-M rni ^  £11 lott Is* and to proceed thence to Cairns*

& p p roxi Jitelv 2 o S /T n ? °? C 0 ®aCOrtin& ”GAPE MEBDOGZM” till 
mr L S I  ? J ? ? '  ?* trj£a t0 Proceed Lady Elliott la ,.

6 submarines S ^ S S ? * 4 “ *  eSe0rt t0

(b) In Barbour;

Finscbhafe& 

Lae

Ivforobe

“ -’arships & 'Aux. •  
Her chant Vessels* 

- Warships & Aux. * 
Merchant Vessels*

"MULCRA w"LOHIOTA"
3G.731 YM3.314 ML.431

.  t ye?sel3! "<**» S 4 » Y "  »K0RAB» "U.31'AHB0BY”
rahlpa u Aux. .  j£,ia 4 2 7 , 819 "PORTOTJS" (ASP)



•  Warships Si lux, •  30*637 YM3,51 ML-*s 424, 801 
ML*S 806, 816 "TRINITY" (AO)

Merchant Vessels* " S. BENSON" "&.P.WARNER"
» Warships & Aux. - SC • 734 , „ „

Merchant Vessels* ”J .ALDEN "J.J.ASTOR" "J .DUBUQUE
"JOSEPH LAI®'* "J.W.MACKAY” "J.EAEL1* "CAP®
MEAKBS* B02ARXn "WM, FKOUSS*' "J.aOdS" "SIBIGO"
"A,THOMAS" WG,V,L.&EYEE" "C,E.SMITE"

- Warships & Aux. « SC?s 738, 745, 749 ¥143*334 
Merchant Vessels* "G.H.FLASPERS"

•  Warships & Aux, - SC's 737, 750 
Merchant Vessels; "TRIANGULUM"

Goodenough Is# •  Warships & Aux# •
Merchant Vessels* "ED .N.WE3TC0TT" "W .B ,POINT"

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux, •  "AUSTKALIA" "SHROPSHIRE" (CA)
PHOENIX" "NASHVILLE" (CL) rtWARRAMUHGAtt "ARUNTA" 

"m UZ" “RALPH -TALBOT” !iMUGFORD" "BAGLEY"
"DRAYTON" "CONYNOEAM" “SMITH" "iMAHAK" "EAMSON"
«SHAW" ’’HEHi9 "FLUSSER" (DD) "SANDS* "NOA"
"BROOKS" "GILMER" "HSMPHREXS" (APD) 3C»s 648, 698 
3C*s 699, 703* 731, 736, 742, 743, 744, 748, 747 
3C»s 981, 982, 746 YMS’ s 11, 49, 50, 52, 70, 71 
YifS’s 72, 73, 335, 336, 314, 313 YP«s 233, 236 
m , 818 PC’ s 476,479, 1119, 1120, 1122, 1124,1131 
25 LST»s 15 APC * s 29 PT*s "RIGEL1 (AH)
"YUNNAN" (ASI3) "DOBBIN* (AD) "OTUS" "FULTON" (AS)
S pr in g d a le " (y d g ) "amyous" (a r l ) ’'Ca le d o n ia n

SALVOR" (AR3) "COUCAL" (ASR) "itfERItUR'1 (At1)
"POLLUX" (AK8) "WESTRALIA" (APA) "CARTER HALL "(LSD

(Mote; SPECIAL OPERATIONAL MOVEMENTS OUT OP 
yjLMS BAY NOT 3H0V-,. )

Merchant Vessels* "B.L.ABBOTT" "ABIGAIL ADAMS"
"SALIKPAPAN" "S.BAKBERGES" ”BLOOMFIELD*' "J .G , 
BRADY" "BULIMBA" "CAPE: ANME" "J.CARROLL" "CHARON" 
"E.DODGE" "ESSO BALBOA" "F.A.EILERS" "GANYMEDE" 
"EAHSTANG" "F,J.IRWIN" "JAPARA" "S.GIRARD"
"KATOORA" "XLIfFOKPEIN" " A, F .LINDBERGH" "T.C.LOWE® 
"J.LYKES" " MAC TAN " "MAGNOLIA" "&TORMACDALE"
"B.OSBORNE" "PAHUD" p J • PALMER * "TKCS.C. PO VER"
"A,RAVALLI" "RAMO" " J .3 .SARGENT" "If ,M* STEWART" 
i!SWARTETvHOKDT" "TJISADANE" "TEXAS SUN" "TECUM3EH"
"general v e r s  p u c k " "west p o in t "

- Warships & Aux, - "KAT00M3A" "LITHGO.V" (AiaS) "EMPIRE 
SILVER" (AO) l * S fs 8, 46, 47, 48

Merchant Vessels * "30NTBKDE" "CANBERRA” 11 CONTE SSA"
"MATTHEW FLINDERS" "GORGON" "MULIAMA" " STAGEN" 
"A.D.WHITE"

- Warships & Aux* - HFREMANTLE" (M S )
- Warships & Aux. •  "BUHBIETYH "COLAC" "STAWELL" "WARREGO" 

(AMS) "SUSQTj£EMSA,{ (AO) PC* 477 SC.650 YP.280 
Y»9 ML*s 803, 804, 805, 820 "PLATYPUS" (a ,.) 
"MANOORA" (APA)

•  Warships & Aux. - "S AN PABLO" (AVP)
- warships & Aux. - "ARARAT" "GYMPIE" "BROOME" (AMS)
- Warships & Aux. - "STUART" (DD) "KILTY" fCROSBY" (APD) 

"WEYALLA" "SWAN" "BOWEN1* "GEELONG" (MIS) "HERON* 
(AVP) "KURUMBA!! (AO) 30,741 PC.1123 ML*s 808,826 

YlffS’ s 10, 315 "H.T.ALLEN" "KANIMBIA" (APA) 
"ALGORAB (AKA) "VICTORIA" "SHTKETJ.ABY11 (AO) 
"MANUNDA" (AH)

(c ) Proposed Movements*

(1) "BROOME" (ex Townsville) "OTAWELt" "BUNBURY" "COLAC" 'ex Cairns) 
escorting Convoy Tn«188 to RV off Pitzroy Is , at 150c/ll. 
"COLAC" to ascort Portion A ( "R3IJHST") to Port Moresby* 
"BROOMS" "STAWKLE" "BUNBURY" to escort Portion B ("SIMON 
BOLIBAR" "CAPE CLEARS" "N, BA PC-ODD" "I30LAT0R" »F ,B ,OLSON" 
"N .J .S IM O T I" "VAN SFILBERGEN" to Milne Bay. ETA both Portions 
U OC /14 .
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Port Moresby

Thursday Is , 
Cairns

Palm Island
Townsville
Brisbane

Buna

Oro Bay

Kiriwina 

Woodlark Is,



(%) "GEELONG" ’’WIIYALLA'' "SC*741* escorbing Convoy :&«S7 (7 M?) to
depart Brisbane 1600/lS. After* arrival Lady Elliott Is* 
tf GEELONG” rations uo Brisbane, remaining escorts are 
detailed zo e acort Convoy LQ.57.

(ii) EMSMT FORCES

(1) Buin Base - On 10 Dec., supply area south of the Kahili strip 
was bombed by 10 Mitchells and supply houses, two a/ a  
positions and four barges in the Tonolei area were 
bombed and strafed by eight Aircobras*

Kmpresa Angusta Bay -

'(a) On the night 7-8 Dec., two barges isere strafed 
by aircraft 10 miles 3*E* of Cape Torakina, and m »
9 Dec., a beached enemy barge was destroyed by HP boats 
in the same area.

(b) Patrol activity continues around the perimeter 
of our bridgehead.

(•5) Bast Coast Bougainville - On 10 Dec., warehouses at Arigua
Plantation (8 miles o .E . of NUma Kuma) were bombed by 
six Venturas, causing dense smoke and demolishing 
buildings*

) Kfevleng Area - Early a* m. 10 Dec., a large freighter transport 
heading towards the coast of Dyaul Island was attacked 
by a Itfavy Catalina which scored three direct hits in a 
glide attack sinking the vessel within five minutes*
Mo lifeboats were seen and it is considered there were 
few survivors.

(*') St. George*s Channel - Hight 8*9 rec», one patrol boat was 
observed by aircraft in St, George’ s Channel.

(6) Kabaul Area — At 2545/9, five vessels were sighted by aircraft
00 miles V .w .W, of Rabaul. It is now reoorted the 
vessels were headed for Rabaul,

(7) Cape Gloucester «*
T a )  At 1356/iO , a / a positions at Cap© Gloucester

were attacked by 13 Liberators with Lightning escort.
Three cf four t/ e  aircraft were observed on

6, side of Ho, 2 scrip.
(b) Ax, 0900/10, a submarine heading on course 085°

was sighted by aircraft 100 miles N* of C&oe Gloucester. 
yd) Vitiaa Strait »

{a) At 1345/IQ, four or five possible barges were 
sighted by aircraft in a cove on Southern tip of Rook© 
Island.

{b) At 0440/10, motor vessels wer© heard N. of Long 
Island, it is recalled that a similar report was made 
on the night 8»9 Dec*

(9) Upper Hamu Valley Area -

(a ) At 100o /l0, bridges on the Bogadjim-Xaula road 
and .camps and supply dumps in the Daurioina area were 
uombed by o4 Mitchells and one squadron of Marauders ’ssith 
Kittyhawk escort with generally good results on the latter 
target.

Five or sis barges were seen near Bogadjim*
(b) At 0545/lG, a single enemy aircraft dropped four 

or five bombs on allied positions Q miles K*W . of Dumpu. 
causing damage and casualties*

>.10) Euor; Peninsula Area •

9 Dec., 14 Aircobras strafed targets of 
opportunity from Saidor to Fortification Point.

5?^ At 0642/9, a barge unloading In area I .  of Eubika 
{2 miles 2?*W. of Fortification Point) was bombed by
10 Mitchells, causing heavy clouds of smoke• Three barges 
were observed in the area.

At the same time, the eo&stual track between the 
i;«asaweng diver and Wando^tai was bombed and strafed bv 
9 Bostons*

{c) At 1414/lG, personnel and barge staging areas in 
the lambariwa areas (4 miles s.E. of Sio) were bombed by

W a n i n g  escort. At least one fir® was 
smarted ana one barge was destroyed.

- 3 -



{10) Huon Peninsula Area (Gontd) -
(&} Our ground forces continue to advance 

slowly K. of the Kalueng River and in the wareo area 
have occupied Bazttluo, where a large, recently 
evacuated, hospital was found*

(®) At i«40 /9 , two ©neaay aircraft ineffectually 
dive-bombed and strafed the Pino Hill area*

2 . KORTH t&STERM AREA

(i) ALLIED FORGES

(a) At 3ea to Igo o /lli

(1) "LATROBE" escorting Convoy PT»39 (2 MV) departed Darwin 1235/8 
for Thursday "is. $fA l93o/l2#

(L) wC OOTAMUNDRA* escorting "WANAKA* departed Darwin 1250/8 was
due Melville Bay 0929/10 thence to proceed Thursday Is.

(3) 12 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships t Aox. - ML‘ s 429, 814, 815 
Merchant Vessels? "COOLEBAR"

(3.3.) ENEfoY FORCES

Tlaxor - Photos 10 Dec. of Dilli show fourteen barges
in the Harbour and new buildings near the hills 
3* of the town.

No activity is shown on the aerodrome, and 
there are no aircraft visible.

3. SOUTHS ESTER si AREA

(i) ALLIED FOiiCES

(a) At Sea to IgQo/ll;

(I) "TJERK HZDQ&8” escorting "COOLIHDA" departed Gerald ton 1400/4
for Broome ETA 13 Dec*

(b) In Harbour;

Fremantl® - Warships &  Aux. •  "ADELAIDE* “VAN HEEMSKMK"
"TROUP1* (CL) "VAH GALEN" t»D) "CHILDS*?
(AV) "HOitSHAM” "DUBBO" (AMS) "ATREUS*5 (CM) 
"WHIPPOORWILL" (AM) "PELIAS* (AS) "ISABEL" 
(PY) 30.739 Y P .286 

Exmouth Gulf - warships & Aux. •  "W .3 ,PRESTON" (AVD) "LARK”
(AM) YP.288 "CHANTICLEER” (ASR)

4* EASTERN L 30UTKEEI< AREA
(i) ALLIED FOiCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /ll>

(1) "ROCKHAMPTON" "SCBUGA" "KAPUNDA" ML*s 809, 821 escorting 
Convoy GP*90 (4 MV) departed Sydney 0850/9 f o r 5 
Caloundra ETA 0600/12. On arrival Brisbane "KAPUNDA"

...........i*  to be sailed to Townsville and ML.809 to Darwin.
(^) TASMAN" UH) departed Milne Bay 1600/3 for Sydney,



(b) In Barbour:

Port Stephens -Warships k Aux;. •  „ „ ,,
Sydney - Warships & Au*. - "DENT" STRINGHAM "WARD*
y * "WATERS’* (APD) "BAHARAT" "BUHDABEIUI*

"DELORAINE" "&OTJLr*Uf" "KALGOORLIE" 
"JSGRESBT" "PERIE" "GLENELC-” “WILSAMIA" 
(AMS) "TOWN3VILLE” (AMS) '’HILO" "TTJLSA" 
(PC-) "KYBRA1* "YANDRA" “ABRAHAM CRIJKSSBH* 
(A/S Vessels) "GOLDSTAR" JAG)
ML *3 430, 802, 807, 800, 621 

(Repairing, Refitting) •  "HOBART" (CL) BUGHAMJs" (DD) 
Melbourne ~ •  Warships k Aux. - "MILDURA" "BENDIGO"

"INVEHELL (AMS) "DOOMBA" (a / s Vessel) 
"BUNG-AREE" (CM)

Weaternport * Warships & Aux. ~ "BINtS&RA" (A/S Vessel)

(c ) Proposed Movements :

(1) " IWERSHi * (AMS) after completion of trials, to depart Port 
Phillip p.m. 12 Dec. for Brisbane.

CENTRAL PACIFIC . .
.... — ........-----  EMEMSf PORGES

Rfturu Island * On 8 Dec.; Nauru Is . was successfully attacked 
by carrier-based air or 3.3ft and bombarded by surface 

vessels.

. INDIAN OCEAN

EMEU FORCES

Cocos Island - Between 1035/10 and 1055/10, an enemy aircraft 
““  ' carried out a reconnaissance of Cocos Island from a 

height of 7000 to 8000 feet.

ENEMY * S PROBABLE NEXT OVE

(1) Consolidation of defences JAarshalls, Carolines, Bismarcks,
North coast New Guinea, East Indies Malayan areas#

(2) Constant effort to maintain maximum air and naval strength in
general Carolines, Marshalls, Bismarcks, New Guinea 
areas to off-set allied forward moves.

(S) Use of barges, submarines and destroyers for night transportation 
runa to forward areas.

(4 ) Continued use of submarines for reconnaissance and offensive patrol 
duties in allied operational areas in Pacific and Indian 
Oceans.

- 5 -



DAILY HAVAL SUIIMARY

PART II

m ST  SECRET
11 December, 1943

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE

1. SOUTH & SOUTH WEST PACIFIC
ALLIED FORCES enemy  for ces

South Pacific
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

bi sriaar cks 
Solomons

CV

0 ( h )

CV(E)

CA

CL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

I

AUSTRALIA
SHROPSHIRE

PHOENIX 
NASHVILLE

*  HOBART

HERON,r 
SAN PABLO 

HALF KOOK

WARRAf UNGA 
ARUNTA
HELM
RALPH mLsor
STUART
VENDETTA

• COHSTNGHAM 
BA3LEY 
DRAYTON
p lu s  am
LAMSON 
MAHAN 
NOA 
REID

*  BUCHANAN

WASHINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
ALABAMA

SARATOGA
E S S X
BUNKER HILL

PRINCETON
*  INDEPENDENCE

PRINCE WILLIAM
BRETON
ALTAMAHA

COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MONTIS PELL IER 
ST* LOUIS 
SAN DIEGO 
SANTA FE 
MOBILE 

js BIRMINGHAM 
J* DENVER 
it LEANDER

WRIGHT
BALLARD
CHAKDELEUR

Approx 40 5 -  10

Carolines 
Marshal Is

YAMATO 
MU SASHI 
KONGO 
HARUNA 
I! AG AT 0 
MUTSU

ZUIKAKU
SHOXAXU

CHITOSE

CHOKAI 
KUMANO 
SUZUYA 
TIKUMA 

»  MOGAMI

KAKA 
ISUZU 
NAGARA 
HOSHIRO 
OYODO 

J* AGANO
*  YUBARI

FATORI

1«S (1 damaged)

*  KOTOR0

25-30
(some repairing)

*  Non-effecfcive



MOST SECRET
11 December,1943

Southwest Pacific “ “  ' Lismarbka ‘ Carolines 
(Eastern Section) South pacific Solomons________Marshalls

F
apa / a pd / aka

AS

BALAO 
GERO 
CORVINA 
GATO 
PSTO 
S .31

ALBACORE 
OUAJtDFISH 
SCAMP

BLACKFISH 
EATON
RAY

REDFIN 
S#38

62

JUT. ALLEN 
MANOORA 
W1STRALIA 
KANIMBLA 
ALIORAB 
GILMER 
SANDS 
HUMPHREYS 
BROOKS 
KILTY 
CRCSBI 
DEBT
STRINGHAM
WARD
WATERS

PULTON
OTUS

DOBBIN 
p. DIXIE

RIGSL
PLATYPUS

)
)
)
) On Patrol
)
\
>

)
) At 6risoane 
)

)
j At Milne Bay 

)

) On Passage 
)

Approx 80

10 APA 
9 AH)
5 AKA

AIRCRAFT ( I®,.Area Only)
Fighters (incl* 14 twin-en^;*
Lifcdit & M/Bombers
SE/Bombera
Elyin^; Boats
Floatplanes
Transport & Ob an. a/ g

PROMETHEUS

) 248 
145
45
2

50
13

20 20

%
«•v/c Vi 

TO

ALLIED FORCES

DETROIT
RALEIGH
RICHMOND

22
10

2 . NORTHERN PACIFIC
ENEMY FORCES

AS

ABUKUHA

AKITSUSHIMA 
& 5 

Approx 4 
1

j* Nori-effeotive



MOST SECRET
11 December,1945

3* CENTRAL PACIFIC
ALLIED FORCE3 ENEMY FORCES

NORTH CAROLINA
INDIANA
WEST VIRGINIA
COLORADO
MARYLAND
TENNESSEE
MISSISSIPPI
NEW MEXICO
IDAHO
CALIFORNIA
PENNSYLVANIA

^OKLAHOMA

ISE
YAMASHIRO
FUSO (Poss. Mandates)
HYUGA )boing mode 'Tilaed)

ENTERPRISE
YGRXTGWN
LEXINGTON

HOSHO

COWPESS 
BELLE A U WOOD 
MONTEREY

ZUIHO (Possibly sunk)
3f HAYATAKA

SIMA HUSH 
SANGAKON 
CHENANGO 
BARNES

*  Of AKA 
CHUYO
TJNYO

C0PA3EE 
CORAL SEA 
C GRREGIDOR 
LONG ISLAND 
MISSION BAY 
NASSAU

BALTIMORE TONE
BOSTON . AOBA
CHESTER *  MYCKO

*  iiAGURl
HEW ORLEANS w FACET

MINNEAPOLIS *  ATAGO
SAN FRANCISCO M TAKAO
PENSACOLA x MAYA
INDIAifiPOLIS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
PORTLAND 

it LOUISVILLE

6

OAKLAND
HONOLULU

TATSUTA
YAHAGI (on trials)
TAMA*  RENO

* CONCORD J6 KISO
it NAT OR I

PCCOMOKE CKIYODA (under conversion
3 to ACV)

Approx 35 
Approx SC

9

85 (some repairing) 
Approx 30 
2 (one repairing)



/

CL

DD

4. SOUTH EASTERN PAOIPIQ

MOST SECRET
11 December, 1943

TRFiKPON
2

5, EAST INDIFS-5IDi:A% OCEAN

BB 

vV(L)

CV (L) 

CA

CL

CL(T)

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

t

Soufcrwest Pacific ~~ " ~ ------ ----

Section) Eastern Fleet Area East Indioa-Phlllpplnca

ADBLAIDE 
V M  HEEHSKEBK 
TROMP

CHILDS
vr.B. prestou

VAN GALSI 
TJSaK III DDES

BILLFISH 
BOKEFISH ) 
30WFIK ]

'CAEKILLA 
CAPELIN' 

/GREVALLE 
MARWHAL 
POMPOM 
PUFFER 
TUNA 
TINCSA,

RAMILLIBS

BATTLER

SUFFOLK
SUSSEX
HAWKINS
FROBISHER

KENYA 
NEWCASTLE 
MAJKJJT5STER 
CEYLOE • 
DAK AS 
EMERALD

CAIiTON
CARTHAGE
GHITRAL

ALBATROSS

Approx 27

)
) On Patrol

jr

\ BLUEFISTI 
\JEI»JPISE 
RASHER

PEL IAS

)
) At Fr©mantle 
)
)

COD ^At Darwin

tJHORAiT (M .Area Only) 
T it e r s  (Inc. £7 twin-eng.) 
ilgjbt & ^/Bombers 

SE/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport 6c Oban/ Aj'c

168
55
16
1.2
49
39

HITAKA 
RYU HO

ASHIGARA

IttJMA
01
KITAGAMI
KIIvU

KASHII

KAMOI

1

10

•  4 -
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MOST SECRET 
S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

.Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

d a i l y  n a v a l  s u m m a r y

Part I: Allied and Eneiay Activity.
Part II: Allied and Ensjjy Order of Battle.

No. 683 Date: 12th December*1943

A# SOUTH WEST PACIFIC A tBA

1, NORTH ASTERN AREA

PART I,

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6) 

<75

£  (8) 

(9) 

(10) 

(11)

(12 )

(13)

(14)

# ( 1 6 )

(17)

(18) 

(19)

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to I30c /l2s

J s u r v e y i n g  Morobe-3uon Gulf area.
PC .II21” ’ SC.98251 ”YHS.73ft escorting "DAVID P.BARRY” to Lae 

w«JP® da© 2230/11,
* « » • » » *  T SC #746” escorting n8£&pm $ GIRARD” departed Milne Bay 

0600/10 for Lae ETA 1800/1 Z % 
siYM8.336” escorting ”HQAMOA” departed Milne Bay 0000 A l  for Lae 

ETA 0200/13.
»YMf«s 53 and 335” escorting "e.KISG^ and ”Y .13” departed Lae 1800/9 

were due H U M  Bay 1506/11,
”ML.426” departed Port Moresby 1601/6 to RV with ”Y .6 "  vicinity

,st®S>bsns l3« at  0700/8 and escort to M ine  Bay ETA 12 Dec. 
'BROOMS" (ex Townsville) "STAWELL" "BUNBORY” “COLAG" (ex Cairns) 

escorting Convoy TE.188 departed Fitzroy Is . at approx 
loOO/ll. MBO&&U” to escort portion A (”REIJNST” ) to port 
Jferesbyi "BROOME" '’STAWELL1 "HWBURY" to escort Portion B 
( SIMOM BOLIVAR11 ’’GAPE CLEARS« "N.HAPOOOD" "ISOLATOR”
P.B*OLSON "N .J . SINNOTT" *VAH SPILBERGE1” ) to Milne B*T.

ETA Both Portions Il00 /l4*
GLADSTONE" (M S )  escorting "STAMIN" departed Cairns 1750/l0 for 

Milne Bay ETA 1300/12.
KILTY” 5 CROSBY* (APD) departed Caloundra 1726/9 for Milne Bay 

ETA 1500/12.
h3C.732” escorting Convoy LV.47 (”RAM0” "BOTH” "BORGFRED" "VAN EEN 
„v^ XT̂ an ?OS0H! ) departed Kline Bay 1600A o  ETA Townsville 1700/l3. 
LITISKM" departed Port Moresby 1330/l0 for Cairns ETA » 0e,/l3 

in company with "BIRC183ROVE PARK11 for Townsville ETA 
1130/14.

"CAMEEMAIKE* escorting "KATOC HbA” departed Milne Bay 1700/l0 for 
Townsville ETA 1300/l2 . '

KATOOMBA” escorting "CONVOY NT.67 ( 'CANBERRA" "EMPIRE SILVER"
GOEGOii ) was T o  depart Port Moresby 0630/12 for Townsville 

SC.741” ®feartinf  ■kro" (as5 was to depart M £ 2 S £ l u S o A S .
sC.741" to escort to vicinity Bustard Head thence proceed 

»vn om (i * *• 'i:fcc;ie* HRO to proceed independently to Townsville* 
n / ?ar“"'ed Cai* » a 1349/9 for Brisbane ETA 1200/12.

UIZARn (AF) departed Townsville 1956/10 for Brisbane was due 
Caloundra lloo/l2.

PC •1132 * caloundra 0150 /e to  RV mlth “mA3TAG1“ in position
c4 22 S 156 21 E a^ 11qo/ 9 and escort to Brisbane.
BRASTAGI ” not met, and ”PC.1132” proceeding with ”PAUL

-mmnM-MmJBP"?. * ° ^  Elliott Is . and t o p r o c ^  thence to Cairn* 
KOCKHAMPTOJ escorting Convoy PG.90 (7 MV) was to depart Brisbane

1200/12. \?AG€-A" to overtake Convoy 1300/12 and provide

^ i l i n f n o t S& t?haBf E ? 7& ^ n° S to Melbourne
6 subsaarinea on patrol. - 1 .



(to)

Finschhafen

La©

Morob©
Buna

Oro Bay

Klriwlna 

oodlark 2s#

Goodenough la# 
Min© Bay

Port Moresby

Thursday Is* 
Gairns

Pa Ire Island
Townsville
Brisbane

In T&Msour* W

•  Merchant Vesselst "MULCRA" "LORXNNA" "KOORAKA"
"BE S rKCKO "

- Warshias &~AiLk* - SC .731" YMS*314 ML#431
?&rchant Vessels* "CAFE BASER* •BCKAB* *K.STANSURY"

- larship* & Aux. - "PCIiTUNUS" (AGP)
- Warships & Aux. - SC.637 YMS*5l ML»s 424, 801

"TRIBITY" (AO)
Merchant Vessels; "S.BENSON" "R. P. WARNER"

- Warships & Aux. » SC .734
I3er chant Vessels* " J.ALDEK" " 3 ,DUBUQUE* "JOSEPH LANE'* 

"J.W.J4ACKAY" "j.EARL® aCAK, MEARES” "OZARK" 
"PAHOD* »WM. PROUSE" "J.HOSS" "SIBIGO"
"A.THOMS" "G.V.L.MEYER" "C .E . SMITH"

- Warships & Aux. - SC«s 738, 745. 749 YMS.S34 
Merchant Vessels* ”G#H.FLAH£ERS"

•  Warships &  Aux. - SC’ s 737, 750 
merchant Vessels* "TRIANGULUM*

- Merchant Vessels* "ED.N.WESTGOTT" "it#£i.?OINT*
- Warships & Aux, - "AUSTRALIA* "SiffiOPSHIRE" (Q|

"PHOENIX" *NASHVILLE" (GL) "WARRAMUNGA" "ARUNTA* 
"BKLM* "RALPH TALBOT" *MUGFORD" "BAGLEY" 
"ERAYTON® "CONYNGHAM" "SMITH" "MAHAN" "LAMSON" 
"2HAW" nREID" "FLBSSER* (DD) "SA2DS" "NOA" 
"BROOKS" "GILMER" "HUMPHREYS" (APD) SC's 648 
3C»e 698, 699, 705, 731, 736, 742, 743, 744 
SC's 747, 748, 981 YBS's 11, 49, 50, 52, 70 
YtiS*s 71, 72, 314, 33S YP»s 233, 236 
ML,'a 425, 427, 806 , 816, 318, 819 
PC*s 476, 479, 1119, 1120, 1122, 1124, 1131 
25 LST's 15 A PC’ s 29 PT's "RIGSL" (AR) 
"YUNNAS" (ASIS) "dobbin" (AD) "ott^s" "fulton* 
(AS) R SPRINGDALE" " (YOG) "AfcrfCUS" (AhL) 
"CALEDONIAH SALVOR" (ARS) "COUCAL11 (ASH) "BERHB 
(4F) "POLLUX" (AI1S) "WE5TRALIA" (APA) "CARTER 
HALL" (LSD) !lLOOKOUT’1 (AG)

(Note* SPECIAL OPERATIONAL MOVEMENTS OUT OF
— ■  )---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------'

Merchant Vessels* "H*L#ABBOTT" "ABIGAIL A£AMS" 
"BALIKPAPAN" " 3 *BAMBERG£R* "BLOOMFIELD"
"J .G .BRADY" "3BLIMBA" "GAPE AEKE" "JORROEi* 
"CHARON" "H.DODGE" "E330 BALBOA" "iVA.EILERS" 
"GAKYiSDE" "m m A m "  "F# J.XBffXN" "JAPARA" 
"KATQGRA" "KLIPPONTEIN* "W, S.LADD" "A*P. 
LIHK3ERGH" "T.O.LOWE" "J.LYKES" “MACTAN* 
"MAGNOLIA" "MQRMACDAL-S1 *J.PALMER’' "A.RAVALLI" 
"J.8.3ARGENT" "If.M#STBs/ART" * ARTEHBOHDT" 
"TJISADANE* "TECBMSEH" "GENERAL TERSPIJCK*
"WEST POINT*

- Warships & Aux* - "KATOOBBA" (AMS) "EMPIRE. SILVER"
(AO) YMS»s 8f 46, 47, 48 

Merchant- Vessels* "BONTEKOE" "CANBERRA" siVtATTHSB 
FLINDERS* "GORGON" "MULIAMA" m STAGEN"
*A*D.WHITE"

- SJar ships *  Aux. - "FREBANTL3" (AMS)
- far ships & Aux# •  "BUNBURY" -“COLAC" " STAWiiLL”

"ffAKRSGO" (AMS) " SUSQUEHANNA1* (AO) PC#477 
SC.650 YP#280 Y .9  XL»S 803, 804, 805. 820 
"PLATYPUS" (AR) "MANOORA" (APA)

- Warships t Aux. - "SAN PABLD" (AVP)
•  Warships it Aux. •  "AHARAT" "GYMPIE” "BROOME” (AMS)
- Warships *  Aux. - "STUART" (DD) "ROCKHAHPTON"

EAPUNDA" "»KYALLAr "SWAN" "BOWEN* "REELONG" 
(AMS) "HERON" (AVP) "KHRUMBA" (aO) SC.741 
PC.1123 ML»s 808, 826 YMS»s 10, 315 
•H.T.ALLSB" "KANIBflLA0 (APA) "ALOQlxAB" (AKA) 
"VICTORIA" " SHIKELLAMY" (AO) "M4BUNBA" (Ail)
ML1 a 309, 821
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(c) Proposed Movements!

(1) "GEELONG" "WSm.LA'* escorting Convoy QL.37 (7 m )  to depart 
Brisbane 160C/l2« Aftar arrivalLady Elliott la. 
“GSSLOHG11 returns to Brisbane, remaining escorts are 
detailed to escort Convoy LQ,»37.

X

A

(ii )  EMB5Y FOKffsa

(1) Bougainville Island •
' ia) i^ioios 11 Dee, showt•

(I) 411 airfields unserviceable*
{Ilf S'wenvy barges in Bute Passage - Matohln Bay 

area; no seaworthy craft in Tonolel B&rbour#
(111) Increased a / a defences at Chabai,

(b) A reliable report on 11 Dec# states that a large 
concentration of enemy troops la now at Wakunai neap Numa 
luma and that they are relnforcesien ta from Buka# It Is 
also reported that 2 officers and 22 men have deserted 
from the Ntaaa Fusia area and are asking the natives to 
hide them*

(2) impress Augusta Bay Area •
^  (a) At l 7 3 :A l ,  an ensmy submarine 75 miles S#W. by W, of

Cap© Mutupina -was bonbed by a patrolling aircraft and 
possibly sunk, A large oil slick and debris were observed 
after the attack#

(3) Kllinallau Group •  On 11 Dec ,, one camouflaged hut and possible
'"camouflaged barge were sighted by aircraft on E • side 
of the atoll*

■Phis is further evidence of the use of this chain 
of islands for staging barges to the Solomons from Kavleng.

(4) ICavienp; - On 11 Dec., a Liberator observed the following shipping at 
Kavleng s•

1 destroyer
1 motor torpedo boat
2 cargo vessels 
5 barge s

Mo opposition from A/A or aircraft was encountered. 
Practically the same shipping as on 8 Dec.

(5) Rabaul Area - On the night 10-11 Dec#, an enemy hospital ship was 
sighted by a Kavy Catalina 17 miles H.W# of Rabaul*
The c ours# Is not reported#

(6) Blaraarcks•Faac.atea •  At 1136/11, a patrolling Liberator unsuccessful!® 
attacked a eoavoj of two freighter transports {one large, 
one sasall) escorted by one destroyer or gunboat on course 
500 , 70 miles W* of New Hanover.

fhis is probably & samll convoy returning to 
the Mandates from Rabaul#

(7) v-Zide Bay •  At 0045/lQ, two Bostons strafed points in the Henry Reid 
Bay area,

Open Bay •  At 09 l0 /il , a formation of aircraft was heard flying on 
course S#¥# oryer Ope a Bay.

(£*) Gas mat a Area •  At 1835/10, a B#aufort attacked and claimed to hafl
destreyed a probable submarine 30 miles S# by E# of Gasmata# 

A dwBEny periscope was observed 300 yards fro® 
the scene of the attack#

(10) Borden B e y  At noon 11 Dec*, 86 Mitchells with Thunderbolt escort 
neavily bombed and strafed targets in the Borgen Bay area* 
The ©ntir- target area was well covered with 85 tons of 
bombs.

(11) Madang Area - 
fa) At 083o/9, eight Klttyhawks were ineffectively 
intercepted off Madang by six enemy fighters#
(b) At 092C/10, eight Klttyhawks shot down three of fifteen 
enemy fighters between Madang and ALexlshafen.

(12) Dumpu Area •  At 0845/10, eight Klttyhawks damaged one of 35-40 enemy 
f i l t e r s  in the Dumpu area#

(13) Huon Peninsula -
(a) 'Az QBQZ/lQi four Aircobraa strafed Sio Village.
(b) On the night of 9«lo Dec., allied pf boats destroyed 

five empty northbound barges off Reiss Point (20 miles

1 e 8 ° £ i n V s ! u  “  S £ ) “ ocal 5 off *>m t
r t»- o •



(IS) Buon Peninsula {Gontd} -
Opposition was encountered from the bargea 

and shore positions.
(o) A#M# 11 Dec,, five Mrcobras strafed and probably 

destroyed two barges and a launch on the beach at 
Lepslus Point* The Reiss Point area was also strafed*

(d) At 0835/11, eight Mitchells bombed a barge unloading 
in area near Fortification Point with unsatisfactory 
results#

At the same tlaae eight Marauder# boznbed a 
bivouac area at Fortification Point, blanketing the 
entire area? the target is considered destroyed#

Six partially loaded parges were observed in 
the area I# of Fortification Point#

(e) Our forward troops supported by tanka arid artillery 
have reached Kiligla and are continuing pressure on 
enemy positions H.E. of Wareo,

(14) Vitiais Strait •  On 10 Dec* and 12 Dec# enemy patrols from Fiadang
over Vitiaa Strait to Rooke Island were reported#

(15) Morobe Area •  At 0816/11, a possible submarines as sighted by
aircraft stationary 50 miles N#E. of Morobe*

2 • I'0RTH TESTERH AiBA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to ISQO/lS;

(1) MLATR0BEfl escorting Convoy DT»39 (2 MV) departed Darwin 1235/8 
„ ,4 for Thursday Is# ETA 193o/l2,

(2 )  uC00ri?AIaUS©IiA°escorting i*WAN&KAk departed Darwin 1250/8 was due
Melville Bay 0329/10 thence to proceed Thursday Is ,

(3) 12 submarines on patrol,

(b) In Harbour t

Darwin - Warships & Aux, - ML*s 429, 814, 815
Merchant Vesselst "OOOIiEBAR *

(ii) EMEMY FORCE'S

(l) Makassar •  At 0*007/11, five Liberators bombed targets along ♦••)?«> 
waterfront at Makassar starting several large fires, 

fo. _ ^  vessel was anchored at Wilnelaina dock.
'■‘" 1 “ At 2530/10, four Liberators bombed the oil refinery

at Balikpapan causing huge explosions and fires in the 
area of the cracking plant and bUk storage tanks.

One xx/l twin engined a/c was sighted over the
area.

. SOUTH W5 STER N AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES 

{a} At Sea to ISOO/lat

(1) 11TJERK H1DDES" escorting "CQ0Lim>A,s departed Geraldton 1400/4 for 
Broome ETA 13 Dec,

(b) In Harbour?

Fremantle - Warships &  a u x . - "ADELAIDE* "VAN HEEMSKERK*
sTR0M?“ (CL) 'VAN GALEN” (DD) ” CHILDS” (AV) 
BHORSHAM" "DUBS©* (AMS) "ATKEUS* (CM) 
WHIPPOORWILL" (AM) "FELIAS!i (AS) "ISABEL*1 
(PJT) SC.739 YP.286 

Exraouth Gulf •  War ships Aux, - "W.B. PRESTON* (AVI)) "LARK*1
(AM) ^CHANTICLEER" (ASR) YP.SSS



(I) A XISD JORGES

(a) At Sea to ISOc/lSi

(1) "WARRNAMBOOL" WYAHPRAH escorting 0envoy GP.91 (2 riV) were to
depart Sydney 0800/IS for Brisbane'•

(2) "VENDETTA” escorting "MN003A" to Sydney ETA 170o/l3
(S) "BOHUCA** detached from Convo;y GP.90. towing two barges to 

Brisbane ETA 2W 7/TtT~ ~ ~ "
(4) f! TASMAN” (AH) departed Milne Bay lSQo/S for Sydney.

(b) In Harbour;

Sydney - Warships & Aux, - ‘'DENT” HSTRINGHAM" “WARD”
"WATER3” (APD) "BALLARAT" "BUHDABSRS" 
"DSLORAINE" "GOULBURK" "KALGOORLIE* “MGRESBi* 
wPIHXSn "OLESELG" "WILCAWNIA1* (AmB) "TOWBSVUfc 
(AM3) aHILO n "TULSA* (PG) "KYBRAn "ABRAHAM 
GRIJKSSEN* (A/S Vessels) ''GOLDSTARn (AG)
ML*s 430, 802, 807, 80S, 821

(Repairing, Refittlhg) •  HOBART” (CL) “BUCHANAN" (DD)
Melbourne •  Warships & Aux# - "MTLBUKA" "BENDIGO" "XHTIRS&k"

(AMS) "DGOMBA" (A/s Vessel) "BUMGAREB" (CM) 
Westernport - Warship# & Aux, - "BUGERA" (A/S  Vessel)

(c) Proposed Movement si

(1) "lUVEREL" ’’ (AMS) after completion of trials, to depart Port 
Phillip p.m. 12  Dec. for Brisbane#

4, EASTERN ti SOUTHSaH AREA

ENEMY»S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Consolidation of defences Marshalls, Carolines* Bi&raarcks,
North coast New Guinea. East Indies, Malayan areas.

(2) Constant effort to maintain maximum air and naval strength
in general Carolines, Marshalls, Bistaarcks, Hew Guinea 
areas to off-set allied forward moves#

(3) Use of barges, avfcmarines and destroyers for night transportation
runs to faward areas.

(4) Continued use of subaarinea for reconnaissance and offensive
patrol duties In allied operational areas in pacific and 
Indian Oceans#

— oOo—
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PART II
AL LISP 0>'; &&&*■ IY OKELE OP EATTL5 
~l.SC;lg!Tg: X v F  '"1ST NACII'~ 

ALLIED FORCES

■ijMS BECHET
L^he cember, 1943*

ENEMY FORGES

South Pacific 
(Bastera Section.)

C_T,{T)

if. 
AV/CV3 .

XAV/XCVS

DD

AUSTRALIA
SHROPSHIRE

PHOENIX 
NASHVILLE 

>: HOBART

HERON 
SAM PABLO 
HALF MOON

./ARRAMUNOA
AEUHTA
HELM
RALPH TALBOT 
STUART
VENDETTA 
C QNYNGILAM 
BA3LET 
DRAYTON 
FLOSSES 
LAM30N 
MAHAN 
NOA 
HE ID 

» BUG KA. JAM

South Pacific
Bisniarpks
Solomons

Carolines
Marshalls

WASHINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
ALABAMA

SARATOGA
ESSEX
BUNK- R HILL

PRINCETON
* INDEPENDENCE

PRINCE WILLIAM 
BRETON 
ALTAMAHA

COLUMBIA 
CLEVEJAND 
EONTPELLIER 
ST. LOUIS 
SAN DIEGO 
SANTA FE 
MOBILE 

x BIRMINGHAM 
x DENVER 
x LEANDER

WRIGHT
BALLARD
CHANDELIER

Approx 40 5-10

YAMATO
MUSA 3 HI
KONGO
BARUNA
NAGATO
MUTSU

aU Li 1 KA"s U 
SHGKAKU

CHITOSE

CHOKAI 
KUEAN 0 
SUZTJYA 
TIKUiVI/4

*  >iOGAi.iI

N A.. sA } 2 
ISU2U ) possibly 
NAGARA) sunk
N03HIH0 
OYODO 

m AGANO 
k YUBARI

f: AT OR I .

1-2 (1 damaged)

x HOT ORO

25-30
(some repairing)

is Non-effective

- 1 -
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MOST SECRET 
-0.2 December, 1943.

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern section) South Pacific

Bismarcks Caroline3 
Solomons Marshalls

as BALAO ) 
GATO 5 
PETO )

On Patrol
20 20

• ALBACOHE
GUARBFISE
scamp

)
) At Brisbane

BLACKFISD 
RAT OB 
RAY

)
) At 
)

Milne Bay

PJSRFIN' ) On passage

¥2 m Approx 80 ? ?

A PA A  H)/A KA H . T. ALL EN
MAKOORA 
WESTRALIA 

A  KAKIMBLA 
V  ALGORAB

GILME'S
3AKD3
HUMFHRLY8
BROOKS
WTT "P*V liXJ-Fu. X
CROSBY
TVC* MPR

10 APA 
9 APD 
5 AKA

xjv-i n a
s’im m m o
WARD 
fi AT3RS

A3 FI JIT OK 
OT-US

m f ?

AD DOBBIK 
*  DIXIE

1 1

AH RIGEL
PLATYPUS

PROMETHEUS

AIRCRAFT (N.E.Area Cr:.l:v)
Jfchtera (inel,l4 twin-eng)
W a h t  & ^/Bombers
SE/BoMbers
Plying Boats
Floatplanes
Transport Obsn*A/c.

248
145
45
2

50
13

ALLIED FORCES
2, NORTHERM PAGIFIC

EKEMY forces

CL

AV/CVS
335

I

DETROIT
RALEIGH
RICHMOND

22
10

ASUKUMA

AKITSUSHIMA
5

Approx 4 
1

n Non-sffactive

-  2 -



3B

CV

G¥ (T )

# L & >

CV (E)

3. CENTRAL PACIFIC
ALLIED FORCES

NORTH CARCLIMA 
INDIANA 
JEST VIRGINIA 
COLESiABO -i
MARYLAND f 
TENNESSEE ' 
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
IDAHO i 
CALIPORN IA j 
PENNSYLVANIA

x OKLAHOMA /j\
. 1 
I

ENTERPRISE j
YORKTOvVK
LEXIKGTCN

CC^ PENS 
BELLEAU W  OD
EONETREY

SUWANNEE 
SANGAMON 
CHENANGO 
BARNES 
COPAHKE 
CORAL SEA 
OORRBSGIDOR 
LONG ISLAND 
MISSION BAY
■MMis/

.MOST SECiiET
'12 December, 1943.

BMEEY FORCES 

I3E
YAM SB IE 0
FUSO (Po3s. Mandates) 
HXUC-A (being modernised)

KOSHO

ZOIHO (Possibly sunk)
* HAYATAKA

x OfAKA 
GifuYO 
UNYO

CA BALTIMORE
BOSTON

STER
WBCHITA
NEW ORLEANS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
SAN FRANCISCO 
PENSACOLA 
INDIANAPOLIS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
PORTLAND 

*  LOUISVILLE

TONE 
A03A 

x MYOKO 
x HA OUR 0 
x NAG HI 
x ATAGO 
*  TAKA0 
xqMAYA

OCA

CL

CL (T )
./yVjU

#-“ fcvs 
7ecY s

W  •
rs

OAKLAND 
HONOLULU 

*  RENO 
x CONCORD

POCOMOKE

Approx 35
Approx 50 

?

TA'PSIPPA
YAHAOI (on trials)
TAM 

x KISO 
x NAT OR I

KASHIMA
6 - 7

CHIYQDA (under conversion 
3 to ACV)

25 (some repairing)
Approx 30 
2 (one repairing)

x Non-effective

3 -



£OST SECRET
'December, 1945 <

4. ftOIiTE EASTER-:- FAC IF 10

DD

TRENTOK

5. EAST IHDIES-IKDIAK OCEAN

Southwest pacific
(Western Station) Eastern Fl^etJlrga, =',aat Indies-Phllippirxs

0 V (L )

CV (E) 

CA

CL (T)

XOL

AV/CVS

xav/ x c v ;

DD

RAMILLISS

ADELAIDE
VAT: H2EK8KERK
TROMP

CBILDS 
W PRESTON

BATTLER

SUFFOLK 
SUSSEX 
HAWK HI S 
.FROBISHER

KENYA
NEWCASTLE
MA CHESTER 
CEYLON 
DAi-i AE
EMERJLD

CANTOK
CARTHAGE
CHITRAL

ALBATROSS

?

VAN GALEN Approx 21
TJERK HIKDES

BILL?13H ) ?
BOKEFISH )
CABRILLA )
CAPELIN \

i
COi/ ) On Patrol
KAa# iiAL )
POMP Oil )
PUFFER )
TUNA )
TINOSA )

K.12 >
BLUEFISH )
BO.fFlN ) At Fremantle
GREVALLE )
KIWGFISH )
RASHER )

PEL!AS

I RCRAFT (N ...Area Only)
Fighters U nc .27  tvtn*»eng) 168
Light ?; M/Bombers 55
SE/Bombers 16
Flying Boats 12
Floatplanes _ 49
Transport & Oban. a/ c . 39

HIT AKA
RYUHO

ASHIGARA

3CUM
01
KITAGAMI
KIHU

KASHXI

KAMO I

1

10
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Bi^Lsh - MOST SECRET 
U.S. - S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

,Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

d a i l y  n a v a l  s u m m a r y

Part I : Allied and Eneay Activity.

Part II: Allied and Eneay Order of Battle.

No. 884
Date

13th December,1943

PART I.

301'!^ .-VST PACIj-’IC AuKA 

® 1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(1)
(2 )

<3)

(4)

(5)

(6 )

w

<8>

(9)

a o )

c u )
(1 2 )m
(13)

(1) ALLIfe.fr POHOES

(a) At sea to 12po/l3t

"STELLA” ”POLARIS” wSHEPPARTOM” surveying ilorobe-Huon Gulf area.
BROOME* (©x Townsville) "STAWBXL" tfBUKBURY” HCOLAG" (ex Cairns) 

escorting Convoy TH.188 departed Pitaroy is . at approx 
1500/11. "oatAC" to ©asort Per tion A ('rtEIJNST*) to Fort 
Moresby! "BROOMEw "STAWKLL* "MWBURY” to ©scort Portion B 
( SIMON BOLIVAR*’ ”CAPE CLEARE” "M.HAP600D” "ISOLATOR”
P.B.GLSON” "N.J.SINNOTP” “VAN SPILBEEGEN*) to m ine Bay.

3TA both Portions I l 0 0 /l4 .
a0.78g» » » w t i n g  Convoy Wt.47 ("RAM0” "BOTH" "BOR0FREB” "VAST BEN 

»«r Kllne sBâ  1600/10 ETA Townsville 1700/l3.
JS? COJGAL* escorting II.S. Subs. "RATON* and "RAT* from 
Milne Bay to Parwin. ETA Para, n I03 l /l8 . "COUCAL” then 

. . .  returns to Milne Bay escorfeod as far as Thursday is* bv ”p c . 47£* 
LITBGOW departed ort Moresby 1530/l0 for Cairns ETA 1900/13 in

"BIttGMRQm $m s* for Townsville ETA 113o/l4. 
KATOOMBA escorting Convoy NT.67 {"CANBERRA” "EMPIRE SILVER” ”G0RG0N*J 

hqm*■« ^ « dSpa?tfd ,ft>rtnHoreaby 0Sl5/l2 for Townsville.
STUART d e p »t jd  B g i s ^ e  Jg|0/l® to RV at 1100/14 with "JENNANT” in 

position 24 27 S. 157 17*3. and at 0700/15 with "BOSCBPONTEIN" 
in position 24°20*3. 15S°46»E. "STUART” to escort 
BOSCHFONTEIN’ to Brisbane m d  "PENBAST” to Lady Elliott I s . ,  

itT,» turning to Brisbane on completion.
XAPUKBA escorting C o j^y  QL.57A (2 M T s , each with tow) was to 

Calounora lsoo/ls for Bustard Bead.
GLADSTONE^ departed Milne Bay 1700A 2  en route Grafton Passage.

"GEELONG" "WLYAHiA*1 escorting Convoy QL.37 (5 MV towing <5
^  arrival Lady El 11 o11 is.

to X o S t  I'emalnln«  • » « » * •

wSDSQDBHmA« was |o aepart Calms 0600/13 for Brisbane via Palm Is .
„A. Mand Townsville, e t a  Palm Is . 1700/13, Brisbane p .m . 17 Dec 

SC .741 escorting P2R0 (AE) departed Caloundra 11 40A 2 . "SC.741"

" >XR0"°to OToI»«in5't? Bu®*ap®, !!saa thenco Proceed to Gladstone.
6 f  rtl.ll l M «  *■ * •* •* * •» “ *  to ETA 0600/18.

(b) In Harbour;

Flnschhafen Merchant Vessels* "OOMARA” "WULCRA* *L0RINHA" »kooraka» 
BESIKOKO" "l-fELINCA” "SPR1SIITLY”

•  1 <*



* 'La&

Morobe
Buna

oro Bay

Kiriwina. 

Woodlark Is . 

Goodenough la. 

Illlne Bay

Port Moresby

Thursday Is . 

Cairns

Palm Island
Townsville
Brisbane

A l p s  & Aux. - SC»a .731, 9 8 ^  YMS»s . 73, 514, 336
11 SI 1

Merchant: Vesselsi "CAPE SANDY" wHCRABb "Li.STANLURY 
"WCm Oh* "D . BARRY1*

Warships & Aux. -/"PORTUSW" (AG?)
Warships & Aux. - SC.637 S I S .51 ML*® 454, 801 

»«®INXTY" (AO) "WINTER*
Merchant 7ess«3s * " S.BEISOJ "
Waatilps &  Aux. *  S0 .7M  K
Merchant Vessels* "J.ALDi*" "J.lSJEl.quE "JOSEPH LA1E* 

"w.W.MACKAY" "J.EARL* "GASS iiEARES" "03ARK 
"PAFUD* "WM.PROUSE” "J.ROSS" "SIBIGO* "A .THOMAS" 
"G .V .L .MEYER" "C.l.SKITH* "R.F.WARNER"

Waxftxlps & Aux. - SC's 733, 745, 743 YMS.334 
Merchant Vessels* "G* ICELANDERS"
Warships &  Aux. - SC’s 737, 750
Merchant Vessels* "TRIAN&JL1JM4
Merchant Vessels* "ED.N.WESTCOTT" "W.H.PCI3S?" "

"PULGASBAR* „ , %
Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA* "SHROPSHIRE” (CA)

"PHOENIX# "NASHVILLE* (CL) "WARRAMUNGA" "ARUNTA" 
"HELM" "RALPH TALBOT" "MU3F0RD" "BAGLEY"
"DRAYTON" "COKYNGHAM" "SMITH" "aAHAS" "LAK'SOI*
»aaw" "heid" "fltjssir" (dd) ^saiids4 " koa"
"BROOKS" "CROSBY” "KILTY" "GiLMfflK" "1UKPHREYS" 
(APD) 3C»s 648, 698, 699, 703, 731, 736, 742,
743, 7-44, 747, 748, 931 SMS's 11, 49, 50, 52, 53, 
Y:*1S13 70, 71, 72, 314, 335 YP»s 233., 236 
IvL’s 425, 427 , 431, 806 , 816, 616, 319 
Pj»s 476, 479, 1119, 1120, 1122, 1124, 1181 
25 LST's 15 APG's 29 Pi" a "RI&EL" (AR)

(a s i s ) "d o b u n " (a d ) »o t u s h "p u l t o n " (a s )
"SERINSHALE" (YDS) "AMYCU3" (ARL) "5ALED0NIAN 
SALTOR* (A113) "eOUCAL" (ASH) "MERKEa* (AF) 
wPOLLUX" (ASS) "WESTRALIA" (APA) "GARTER HALL" 
(LSD) "LOOKOUT'" (AO)

(Rote* SPUCIAL OP^RATIC^A: ilOVl^ .. TS 12 og
~~ ÎlLlte; BAf T O  HgWFTT

Merchant Vessels* ^'ji.L. ABBOTT" :tABIG&IL ADAMS" 
"BALIKPAPAN" " S. BAMBERGER* "BLOOMFIELD1"
"J .G .BRADY" "BULIMBA" "CAPE AT*ME" *J . CARROLL" 
"CHARON" "H .DODGE" "USSO BASBOA" "F.A.EILERS* 
"ETAE3IN" "C-ANYI£EDE" "HANYAHG" !'p. J.IRffIN" "JAPARA* 
"XATOOKA" "KLIPFOHTEIN" "W.S.LADD" "A .P .LINDBERGH" 
wT#G.L€WB* "J.LYKES" "MACTAN* "MAGNOLIA* 
"SIORf&ACDALE" " J .PALMER" ®A .RAVALLI" " J .S .SARGENT" 
"H.M, STEWART" "SWARTENHQHDT" "TJISADAUS"
^TECCSSEH* "GENERAL VERSPI30K" "WEST POINT"

■ warships & Aux. - YM3*s 8, 46, 47, 43, 72 ML.426 
iaerokant Vessels* "BONTIECE" "MATTHEW FLINDERS" 

"MULIAMA" SSTAGEN" "0 KARON" ®A»D.WHITE"
» Warships k Aux. - "LATROSE" ^.FREMANTLE" (M S )

Merchant Vessels* "ISLANBBR*
* Warships & Aux. - "BUNBUSY* 'CCLAC& "STAWELL"

"CASELEfcAINE" "WARBIKO" (AMS) "SOWEHAKNA" (AO) 
P0.477, 1132 SC.650 YP.280 Y*9 M,»s 803 , 804, 
ML*s 805, 820 "PLATYPUS" (AR) "MAgOORA" (APA)

> War ships &. Aux. - "SAN PABLOf~ (AVP)
> Warships & Aux. - "ARARAT" *GYKPIE" "BECOME" (AMS)
• Warships & Aux. - "STUAIiT" (3D) "ROCKHAMPTON" "COWRA"

"WHSALLA" "MAN" "BCWEN" "GEEL0B3h (AMS) H HER ON" 
(AVP) "KORUMRA" (AO) SC»s 735, 741 P i .1123 
ML*s 808, 826 YiIS»s 10, 315 "H.T* ALLEN* 
F,KAHIM3LA" (APA) *ALO0RAis" (AKA) "VICIORIA" 
^SHIIiELLAiaY" (AO) "MANUMDA" (All) "MISAit" (AF) 
l L ss 809, 821 YP. 291



•  (li) BH8HY FORCSS %

f t

1. South Bougainville - (a) Photographs Dec 12 show ail airfields 
— — ““ unserviceable.

(b) Sight Deo 10/11 nightfightors bombed Falsi.
(c) 16 Mitchells unescorted, forenoon Deo 11, 

attacked Kahili.
(d) P*3U Dec 11 54 Dauntless 28 Avengers IS fightas 

escort attacked supply areas, installations,
vicinity Kahili.

(e) P.M. Dec 11, 8 Aircobras bombed Tonolei.
2. ICieta. - Dec 11, 3 Kittyhawks, some Mitchells and 2 Venturas attacked

this area.
3. Itepress Auguata Bay - Only minor patrol contacts reported Dec 10.

— 11 I n 'Silied vessel bombarded enemy positions southern section 
of bay Dec 10.

Might Dec 11/12, single enemy bomber attacked allied 
landing craft vicinity Torokina damaging one vessel which 
is believed to have shot down enemy aircraft.

4 . Buka Passage Area - P.M. Deo 11, 24 Liberators attacked enemy positions
Bay area. Allied P .T . boats operating off this area 

night Dec 11/12 made no contacts but reported aircraft 
landing on Bonis.

Kissan Island - Dec 11, 4 Venturas attacked huts and buildings.
Indications were received of a Radar beacon on this island.

6# Solomon Sea - At 1415/12, 2 stationary submarines were reported on
surface 90 miles north of Woodlark Island. Doth crash dived 
on approach of aircraft.

7. gew Ireland -
.....(a X llavicmg - On Dec 11, S©/40 barges were oba ,r ved in the

anchorages near K&vleng in addition to the shipping already 
reported, namely 1 destroyer, 1 motor torpedo boat, 2 cargo 
vessels and 3 barges,

This concentration of barges is further evidence of the 
enemy now using Kavieng as a staging-in base for supplying 
the Blsmarcks and probably B, Solomons areas by means of 
barge’s

(b) Further shipping was reported in th© vicinity of Dyaul Is . 
yesterday, Dec 12. At lllo /l2  a four-ship convoy was 
reported. 15 miles SSE of Dyaul I s . , while at 1320/12 three 
other vessel® were observed close inshore to the Mew Ireland 
coast approximately 50 miles BSE of Dyaul Is . This later 
sighting may well be barges or small craft cnoving along the 
New Ireland coast between ICavieng and Rabaul.

(c) A late Intercept timed 0135/13 indicates our aircraft attackfeg 
a four-ship convoy approximately 20 miles SE of Dyaul Island 
and scoring a hit on one medium merchantman.

B* ^l&e Bay - Aircraft sightings to Dec 11 indicate new construction
Henjr Held Bay area including a new jetty, bridge and several 
new huts.

9. Gasmata - Afternoon Dec 12, 37 Klttyhawks attacked Gasmata strip.
10. ffuoh Peninsula - forenoon I>ec 18, 7 Klttyhawks dive bombed enemy 

positions at Erima.
Forenoon Dec 11, 12 Klttyhawks dive bon&>ed a bridge 

on the Bogadjim-Yaula Hoad.
Forenoon Dec 11, 5 Aircobras attacked barges between 

Saidor and Fortification Point destroying and damaging 
several.

Sight Dec lo /ll our PT boats sank five large barges 
vicinity Fortification Point, two of vr„ich were northbound. 
They also damaged 3 empty barges and 1 large barge armed with 
a 20 m.m. gun.

• Three possible rubber supply rafts were seen apparently 
being towed by one barge.
Heavy fire up to 3 rt was accounted in the area.
Our ground troops penetrated the enemy positions at the 

road junction near Wareo inflicting casualties end capturing 
ammunition.

H.-*-Dutch ftew Ouinea-Geram»Tanlmbar I s , - Forenoon Deo 12. 3 Liberators
attacked ifekas (Dutch Ir'ow Guinea),—Boela—f&eram) and JgBafteaa.

‘Sea barges ware observed anchored at Sekaa-, £ email 

e#eft near Bo^la -P-.amnll craft near .Ta^dona.

- 3 -



NORTH W E S M K  AREA 9  W

(i) ALLIED EOR0E3

(a) At Sea to 12Q0/l3?

(1) "C0QTA1TOHDHA” escorting 1&NAKA" departed Darwin 1250/8 was clue
Melville Bay 0929/10 thence to proceed Thursday Is.

(2) 12 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour?

Darwin - Warships &  Aux. - IX*s 429, -314, 815 
Merchant Vesselss "000I»iSBAR"

(il) 3SHEMY FORCE3

(1) Dutch ftew Gulnea»ueram-Tanlmbat? I s . - Forenoon Dec 12, 3 Liberators 
attacked Kolas' {Dutch Eow Guinea), Bocla (Coram), and 
Jaaadena (Taairabar I s . ) ,

Ten badges were observed anchored at Kokas, 2 saiall 
craft near Boela and 2 small craft near Jamdena.

SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(1) ALLIXE FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 1200 /l3 i

(1) "TJEHK HIDDES" escorting nC00LlEDA" departed Gerald ton 1400/4 for 
Broome ETA IS Dec.

(b) In Harbour;

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE” "VAN BEmSKERK*
"TROEP" (CL) "VAN GALEN" (DD) ‘'CHILDS*® 81AV) 
•’•HORSHAM11 "DUBBO* (AMS) "ATKEUS" (CM) 
"WHIPPQOR’/a iL " (AM) "PELIAS" (AS) "ISABEL1*
(PJ) 3C.739 Y P .286 

Eacmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "W ,B .PRESTON” (AVD) "LARK® (AM)
"CHANTICLEER" (ASK) YP.288

EASTERN S; SOt/THLKN AREA

(I) ALL I. D FORCES
(a ) At Sea to 1200/lS ;

(1) "WARHNAffiBOCL" "YANDRA" oacorting Convoy OP.91. (2 MV) departed
Sydney 0305/12 for Brisbane ETA £53o/L 4 .

(2) "VEJIDETTA escorting "MANOORA" to Sydney ETA XY00/l3.
(3) "EGHUCA" detached from Convoy GP.90, towing a barge to Goffs Harbour

ETA 0500/l3. .....  1"
(4) "TAS1AN" (AH) departed Milne Bay 1600/3 for Sydney.
(5) ’’ROCKHAMPTON" escorting Convoy PG«90 (7 IW ) departed Brisbane 1230/32

ETA Sydney 2359 /r?T was to overtake convoy at
1600/12 and provide additional escort to Sydney, thence to 
proceed Melbourne arriving not later than 17 Dec.

(b ) In Harbour :

Sydney - Warships & Aux* - "DENT” " STRINGHAM" "WARD" "WATERS"
(AID) "BALLARAT" "BUNDABERG'S "DELORAHE" " 
"GOULBORH" "KALGOCRLIE" "MORESBY" "PIxilE" 
"GLEMELG" "WXLCAHNIA" (AMS) "TOWNSVILLE" (AMS) 
"K3XQ*3 '’TULSA” (PG) "K3CBRA" "ABRAHAM CRIJiIJSEN" 
(A/ S  Vessels) "GOLDSTAR" (AG) ML?3 430, 802,
ML * s 307, 809, 821 

(Repairing, Refitting) - "HOBART" (CL) "BUCHANAK" (DD)

» 4



•  •
Mtlboupas - Warshios & Aux. - •StHUOBA* *HBM>IO0W " I M R E L L m

(AMS) "DCOMBA” U / s  Vessel) "BUmARKE” (CM) 
Western.003?t - Was1 ships & Aux, •  *BIIGERAtt (A/S?easol)

(c) Proposed Movements?

(1) tfIMVEiiELL,f (AMS) after completion of trials, to depart Port Phillip 
p.m. 12 Bee for Brisbane,

SKEW 'S  PROBABLE Yi .JIT .' OVZ

(1) Consolidation of defences Marshalls, Carolines, Bisraarcks, Berth
coast Hew Guinea, East Indies, Malayan areas,

(2) Constant effort to maintain maximum air and naval strength in
general Carolines, .Marshalls, Bismaroks, Mew Guinea 
areas to off-set allied forward moves.

(3) Use of barges, submarines and destroyers for night transportation
runs to forward areas,

(4) Continued use of submarines for reconnaissance and offensive
patrol duties in allied operational areas in Pacific and 
Indian Oceans.
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PART II

ALLIED 5- EWEaT OHDFR OF aAXTLF

1. SOUTH & SOUTH WEST PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES m m Y  POhCES

Bi smar ck~ 
Solomons

o W oK nes  
marshal 3a

"'Sou bhae st Pag"£i*I c 
{Eastern Section) South Pacific

BE

CV

CV (L)

CV (E)

CA

CL

CL(T)

XCL

Atf/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

AUSTRALIA
SHROPSHIRE

PHOENIX
NASHVH2.E

n HOBART

HSR ON 
SAK PABLO 
HALF MOON

ftARHAMUNGA
ARUNTA
HELM
HALPE TALBOT
STUART
VENDETTA
CONYNGHAM
BASLE?
DRAYTON
FL5JSSER
LAMSON
MAHAff
BOA
R£H> ■

*  BUCHANA1I

WASHINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
ALABAMA

SARATOGA
ESSEX
BUMKESi HILL

PR INC ETC ft
* INDEPENDENCE

Pitt SICE WILLIAM
BRETON
ALT Aiv! AHA

COLUMBIA 
GLSV^LAND 
MONTPELLIEF; 
ST. LOUIS 
SAN DIEGO 
3AHTA FE 
MOBILE 

m. BIRMINGHAM
*  DENVER
*  LEAND3R

WRIGHT
BALLARD
CHANDELIER

5

Approx 40. 5-10

»  13 on-effective
- 1 »_________

YAMATO
PUSASH1
KONGO
HARUNA
NAGATO
MUTSU

ZtTXKAKU
3H0KAKU

CHITOSE

CHOKAI 
KUHANO 
STJZUYA 
TIKUIaA 

M jflQGAMI

MAKA ) 2 
ISXTZB )posa* 
NAGAKA) sunk
NOSHIRO
OYODO

* AGANO
*  YUBARI

KATORI

1-2 (1 dam- 
aged)

*  NOTOHO

85—50 
(soste repairing)
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South v̂e a ̂ "'Pacific 
(laatera Section) South Pacific

THamaFc’Ea"
Solomons

Carolines
Marshalls

SS

PI

a pa/ apd / aka

AS

AP

AR

BALAO
GATC
PETO

)
) On Patrol 
)

ALBACOftE ) 
GUARDFI3H ) At

m

SCAMP

HLACKFISH

HBD.FIH
RATON
RAY

62

H,X,AU*EN
MA.NOG EA
7/H32RALIA
KA3TMBLA
ALGORAB
GILMER
SAKES
HDiiPBHEYS
BROOKS
KILTY
CROSBY
DENT
STR INGHAM
WARD
WATERS

FULTON
OTUS

DOBBIN
DIXIE

RIG-EL
PLATYPUS

}
Brisbane

At liilne Bay

)
) On 
)

Passage

Approx 80

10 APA 
9 AH)
5 SKA

^yRCRAFT (N.fi.Area Only)

Fighters (inel. 14 twin-eng/) 
Lirfit & M/Bombers 
SE/Boraoers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes
Transport & Oban. .4/0

PHD METHEUS

254
145
45

2
50
15

20 20

2, NORTHERN PACIFIC '

ALLir. _ i“OtiC^S EMEJfflf FORCES

CL DETROIT ABUKUMA 
RICHMOND 
RALEIGH

tt/yVS - AICITSTJSHIMA
>t> £2 E

S  10 Approx 4
M  1

j* Non-effective



A£LIFI> 3KCES

NORTH CAROLINA
INDIANA
WEST VIRGINIA
COLORADO
MARYLAND
2ENN283EE
MISSISSIPPI
NEW MEXICO
IDAHO
CALIPORK IA 
PENS SYL VANIA

*  OKLAHOadA

ENTERPRISE
YORKTOTN
LEXIN0SON

OST SECRET
3 December,1943

3 . CENTRAL PACIFIC

EMSL'Y FORCES 

XSE
YAMA3HIRO
PUSO (Poaa# Mandates) 
HTUGA (being: modernised)

HOSHD

C Of/PENS 
HSIfLSAU ;?00D 
MONTEREY

3UIBD (Pos a* sunk)
*  3AYATAKA

SUWANNIE 
SANGAMON 
CHENANGO 
3ARNES 
COPAHEE 

CORAL SSA 
CORREGIDOR 
LONG ISLAND 
MISSION BAY 
NASSAU

*  OTAKk 
CHUYO 
UifYO

BALTIMORE 
BOSTON 
0HESTER 
SO! CHITA 
NEW ORLEANS 
MIUREA POL 13 
SAN FRANCISCO 
PENSACOLA 
INDIANA POLIS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
PORTLAND

TONE
AOBA

* HYOKD
*  HAGURO 
n RACHI
*  ATAGO
*  TAKAO 
n MAYA

*  LOUISVILLE

OAKLAlffi
HONOLULU

*  RENO
*  CONCORD

FOOOMOKE

Approx 55 
Approx; 50 

?

TAT SETA
YAHAC-I (on trials)
TAMA

*  SI 30 
J* FAT OR I

KA3HIMA
6 •  7

CHIYODA (tinder conversion

ocS / t0 ACV>
25 (ao;a© repairing)
Approx 30
2 (one repairing)

a Non-effective



4, SOUTH EASTERN PACIFIC
%

iOST SECRET
3 December, 1943

TRENTON

DD

5. EAST IjtDIES-IMBIAM OCJAH 

Southwest ffeciflc"

BB

3V (E )

3 A

2 L I H
XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/X0V3

DD

SS

JlS

» * c

stern Section) Baa tern Fleet Area East Indie a-Philippines

ADELAIDE

KAMILLIES

BATTLER

SUFFOLK
SUSSEX
HAWKINS
FROBISHER

KENYA
VAN HEMSKERK NEWCASTLE 

MANGHESTER 
CEILON 
DA MAE
EMERALD

©AST01 
CHIT HAL 
CARTHAGE

ALBATROSSCHILDS
W.B#PRESTON

VAN GALEN 
T JERK HIDDES

BILLFISH
BONEFISH
CAERILLA
CAPELIN
COD
MAMHAL
POMPOM
PUFFER
tui-:a
TINOSA

Approx 27

It* IB
BLWBPI3H
BCWFIN
GREVALLE
KINGFI8H
RASHER

PEL IAS

) On Patrol 
)
)
)

)
)
) At Fremantle %
}
)\
I

RAFT (N*vli.Area Only)

Fighters (incl. 27 twin-eng.)168 
-bight & M/Bombers gs
3E/Bombers iq

Flying Boats 12
floatplanes 4«
Trarsport & obsn. a/o 59

HITAKA 
KYuHO

ASHXGAliA

KUMA
01
KITAGAMI
KINU

KASHII

KAMOI

1

10



i^j-sh - MOST SECRET 
' .W  - S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
SOUTH VEST PACIFIC AREA

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

D A I L Y  N A V A L  S U M M A R Y

Fart I : Allied and Enexqy Activity.
Fart II: Allied and Enec$r Order of Battle.

Nc. S85 Date|4th December,1943

PART I .

SOUTH m m  PACIFIC M M  

! •  NORTH EASTERS AREA

<1) ALLIES) POttOLtS

(a) At Sea to 1200/148

(1) ''.STELLA" "POLARIS" "SBSPPAMGH* surveying Morobe-JIuon Gulf area.
(k) “BROOME” (ex Townsville) "SSM IBb” ”BUBBUHY” ”GOLAG” (ex Cairns) 

escorting Convoy th«188 departed Fitzroy Is . at approx 
1500/11* "CT-Stic1' co escort Portion A f REIJNST” ) to Port 
Moresby* "BROOME" •m m U L 9 *BW!WRYn to escort Portion B 
{ SIMON BOLIVAR” ^GAPE CL3AKE0 "N.EAPGOOD" "ISOLATOR* 
”F*B*OLSOr' *Jff. J.SXMOTT” !,VAI' SPHBERGEK") to M in e  Bay„

... „ ..Both portions were due 1100/14*
(3) "L r m o w ” escorting Convoy TW.189 ("SUVA1’ ) departed Townsville

1812/13 for" i>or t Horesb* 1TA 1300/l6*
(4) PC#476M and ’'OOtfCAL11 escorting ¥*3* Subs. "RATOB” and "RAY* fro*

Milne Bay to Da*wia. ETA Darwin I03l/l8* ”COtrCAL” then 

f H S f i l  Milne escorted as far as Thursday Is . by

»a3 Cairns a*aa* 13 Deo* for Brisbane.
(6) &APIIHDA escorting Convoy ...!■*37A (3 Wf), two with tow) departed 

Caloundra 13B5/1S i'op Bustard Head ETA 0400/l5| on 
arrival Bustard Head. "SAP^HOA” to proceed independently 
to Townsville*

(?) ! GLAD ST 011 ,f departed , dine Say 1700/lS en route Grafton Passage*
«as due 0900/14* #

(B) wGESL0HGtt ’fcHXALLA” escorting Convoy QL*37 (5 w  towinc 8 w m *,* 
departed Brisbane ISSl'Ag. GEELONG’1 detached at Lady 

, _  „ .. Elliott Is* was duo Brisbane 0700/14*
(9) 'YMS.Tl” departed Milne Bay llSoAs, towing a floating dock to 

FinsehJhafen area BIA 0400/16*
(10) SUSQBSHAMA" departed Cairfas 0615/13 for Brisbane via .ealai Island

m s  it«iim»!5n(i m d  ;L'0W-?avii^c • ETAPalm 13. 1700/13, Brisbane p.m. 17 Dec*
(11) STUART” was to depart Bri«bane0so as to0RV with HmMiAWSn at

6700/14 in position 34 20>s 155 45’E and escort to 
Townsville*

(12) i!SC*741” assorting *1SS0* (AS) departed Caloundra 1140/l2. MSC*741* ■
to escort te Vicinity Bustard Bead thence proceed to 
Gladstone. • P2R0 to proceed independently to Townsville,
ESA 0600/15. '

(13) 6 subsuarims on patrol.

(b ) la Harbours

Pinschfcafen - Merchant Vessels* "KOOfiAKA” "DESIKOKO” "I4ELIHGA”
’'VAqiKRO*

I*a« - Warships *  Aux. - SC.982 YMS's 73, 314, 336 PC* 1121

Merchant Vessels* ”FORAB* *MOAMOAH ”D* BARRY” "SIBIOO"

- 1 -



Mo t ob© 
Buna

Kiriwina

foodlark Is .

Coodenough Is, 
Milne Bay

Port fferesby

Thursday is. 

Cairns

Townsville

Brisbane

PC’ s 479, 1119, 1120, 1122, 1131
?G»s 29 fSp»» "RIDEL" (AR)

- Warships & lux. - "POflTUNTJS* (AQP)
- Warship & Aux. - SC.63? YMS.Sl Iff,*a 424, 801

"TRINITY” (AO) "WHITER*
Merchant Vesseslt “ 3 . BENSON" ”0ZARK“ “COMARA* 

“MULCRA**
•  Was?ships &  Aux. •  SC.734 JPG. 1124

MO-chant Vessels) "J.ALDEN* "J. DUBUQUE" “J.LAHE"
“LORIJIIA” ” J.W.MAGKAY” "J.EARL" "CAFE m earks" 
"PAHUD” "WM. PRO USE” "J.ftOSS” “A.TiJOMS"
■ a.v.L.tsirstER" ”c .r;. sm it h ” **h . f , -zahnex”t jisidami

•  Warship a Aux. - SC. 745, 749 
Merchant Vessels* “PULGASBAR1*

- Warships &  Aux. - SC«s 737, 750 
Merchant Vesselsi “TRIAS SULES"

- Merchant Vessels*“W.B.POIST”
- Warships & Aux. - “AUSTRALIA” "SHROPSHIRE" (CA)

” *HO£NIX“ "NASHVILLE" (CL) “WAHRAHUHaA1'
MARISTA” ’’HELM1’ "RALPH TALBOT” "MUGPORD”
"BAGLEY" “BKAYTOt!" “COlttli&HAM” ” SMITE” "LIAHAN” 
"LAMSON" "SHAW" ’•RSID” "iLUSSER1’ (DD) "SANDS” 
”SOA” “ BROOKS” "CROSBJT" "U LT Y " "GILLER* 
"HUMPHREYS" (APD) SC»s 648, ©98, 699, 703 
SC8s 731, 736, 738, 742, 743, 744, 747, 748, 983 
Y3S*s 11 , 49, 50, 52, 53, 70, 71, 334, 335 
YP*s 233, 236 ML»* 425, 427, 431, 806, 816 
ML13 818, 819 
25 LSTfs 15 APG
“YU1HAN” (AS1S) "DOBBIN" (AD) “OTUS" "FULTON” 
(AS) "SPRIE0DALE" <VDCr) "AMYOUS" (ARL) 
"GALDEOKIAN SALVOR” (AES) ”*®RK0R” (AP)
"POLLUX” (AitS) WESTRALIA” (APA) “CARTER JJALL" 
(LSD) "LOOKOUT” (A3)

(Kobe: SPECIAL OPERATIONAL IfiOVSHBNTS CUT OP
—  rrn&‘mYi?$rmm~r — — ........ —

Merchant Vessels* ”II.L.ABBOTT” “ABIGAIL ADAMS'*
"MLIKPAPAN” "S»BAMBERGER" »BLOOMFIELD"
"7.G.BRADY" "BULIMBA” ”GAPE A W H "GAPE SANDY" 
”J.CARROLL” "CHARGE” “H. DODGE” "ESSO HLBOA” 
“P.A.SILBRS” “ETAMIN" ”a.H#FLANBERS” "GANYlffiDE” 
”HA3IYANC!# “F.J.IR?iTN” 11JAPARA” KAT008A” 
'’ELIFPONTEIN" %.S.LAPD$ HA.P.LINDBERGH"
:,T.C.LOWE" "j.LYKES" "MACTAN" “MAGNOLIA” 
“MORMACDALE” !,J.PALMSRn "A.RAVALLI" r'J .S . 
SARGENT” “U .K .STEWART" NMARZSS20BDT<> “TECUHSKI* 
"GENERAL VERSPIJCK" ”Ed#N«WESTCOTT” “SEST POU®*

- Warships & Aux. - ”YI43• 8 8 , 46, 47, 46, 72 I4L.426 
Merchant Vessels: "BOHTEKOB” “MATTSOHW PLIUDKRS”

”MULIAMA“ "STAGEN” "CHARON" "A.D.WHITE”
- Warships & Aux. - "LATSQBE" "FREMABTIE ” (AMS) 

iierchanfe Vesselsi "ISLANDER!*
•  Warships & Aux. - "CASTLEMAlKE" l%CAT002S33A” ”WARRBGO“ 

(AMS) PC*477, 1132 3C*S 650, 732 2P .280 Xp
805, 820 "PLATYPUS" (AR)Y*9 ML’ s 803, 804,

“H4N00RA” (APA)
•  warships &  Aux. - “ARARAT” ”GYMPXE” "BROOME” (AMS) 

"SAN PABLO" (AVP)
- Warships &  Aux. - “STUART" (DD) "ROCKHAMPTON” "GOWRA* 

”a*AK” “BOWEN” (AiiiS) "HEROft" (AVP) 'fcjRUMBA” (AC
30 »s 735, 741 PC.1123 ML*3 808, 826 
YI1S»s 10, 315 ”H.T .ALLEN" “KANlrJBLA'1 (APA) 
“ALGORAB” (AKA) "VICTORIA" "SHIKELLAMY (AO) 
,‘luAjn3fNDA" (AH) "MISAR” (AP) ML * a 809,

(c) Proposed SSoveia&nts >

(1) "YMS.72” to be sailed from Port Mwes by to Oairns for doekinp STA
1806/!£ •

(2 ) "'OASTLEMHF s* “ARARAT" "SC .650“ escorting Convoy TS.ItO  { J.CABRILLO* 
"A1IIIUI" "MIDWEST FARMER" ”W .E i ^ H M O 'r nCHA3.P.3TEIHMETZ” )

l?A 1 2 0 0 X c ltEEiOy IS* at l-SOQ/M for Milne Bay

to depart Caloundra 143C-/14 for Sydnsy.

821 YP.291

(3) I Z & i i 1



X

X

(ii) BRBMST FORCES

(1) Bougainville Island - Dec.15* photos show Buka, Bonis, Kara and 
1 IfaTiili runways unserviceable. Ballale appears partly 

serviceable for 2700 x 110 feet*
Barges? 22 in Buka-I®ttchln Bay area

7 at Ballale-Shortland Is .
A/A Positionsi Pour new positions under construction

3*W. ©f top plateau of Sohana Island, 
IlatcMn Bay*
Three gun battery 750 yards N# of Kara* 
Five heavy A/A revetments in clearing W* 
of Ebery*s Lease, Kahili, a 6th under 
construction*

(2) Kieta Area •  During 12 Dec#, Arigua Plantation,Tenekau and Kieta
Harbour area were bombed and strafed by 15 Mitchells, 20 
Dauntless, 8 Corsairs, 16 Avengers, 2 Vent&ras and 40 fighters, 
destroying buildihgs and starting many fires*

(3) Buka Passage Area -
' (a) l<)4o/l2, 46 Dauntless, 27 Avengers and 48 escorting 

fighters dropped nearly 50 tons of bombs on gun emplacements 
and huts in tbs Matchin Bay area, destroying the targets and 
demolishing a pier at Doraken *

lb) 1100/l2, 8 Mitchells with 16 escorting fighters 
bombed the supply area at Bonis with good coverage of target 
area.

(e) Dec, IS , a reliable report states the enemy has left  
Tarlena (on Matchin Bay) for the East coast of Bougainville as 
a result of recent bombing in which 60 were killed. Many of 
the enemy are reported to be unarmed*

(d) Night Doc.11-12, F2 boats pursued a 50 foot 
schooner Into Quaen Cam la Harbour and wrecked it .

(4) Peni Island •  0345/12, a westbound enemy submarine was attacked by
a patrolling aircraft 15 miles £. of Pen! Island.

(5) Mussau Island - 1122/13, a 50 foot wooden fuel barge was reported
by aircraft 40 miles E .H .E . of Gape Siemens on course N*W*
The aircraft scored a direct hit with a 500 lb* bomb arid 
heavily strafed it , leaving it burning and dead in the water, 
probably* sinking. Heavy oil slicks were observed nearby to 
the N.W.

(6) Kavieng •  (a) ollo/l4, a damaged heavy cruiser was reported by a
•:.b.S.Catalina to be anchored In Steffen Strait. The extent 
of the damage 1s unknown.

(b) Further reports reveal that at 0315/13, a TJ.S.H. 
Catalina attacked a convoy consisting of •

2 medium vessels
1 very small tanker
1 destroyer

20 miles E , by S. of Dyaul Island, heading for Rabaul.
A direct hit was scored on a 4000 ton cargo vessel which 

sank within 20 minutes.
A few miles further north the same Cafcalina sighted one 

very large and two small vessels heading towards iiavieng.
These two were the only convoys reported in the area on 

the night of Dec.12-13.
(7) Cape Bo skins - Morning Dec.13, t&o Beauforts strafed and damaged

three eahoufslaged barges off Cape Hoskins.
(8) Gasmata - 1025-1335/13, the heaviest attack on Gasmata yet

reported was carried out by 60 Liberators and 50 Mitchells, 
which dropped nearly 250 tons of bombs. Lightnings escorted 
the bombers,

Eight enemy fighters attempted interception, at least 
two being shot down.

The entire target area was heavily covered with a 
concentration of effort at Ring Ring and Lind®hafen Plantations,

(9) Upper Ramu Valley -
Taj" feec. 12, 17 Kittyhawks attacked Kisa Mission (8 miles

iV. of Daumoina) and 32 Bostons bombed positions in the Yaula - 
Daumcina areas.

(b) Dec.32 , three determined* attacks by the enemy in 
s s t i^t^d  a£x±±aE»js strength of 400 were beaten off in the 
Keaawai area, the enemy losing an estimated loo men. Our 
sighting patrols are aalntaining contact in the forward area*



(9) Upper Ramu Valley (Contd) -

(c) Further reports reveal a total of two enesar 
Korneva and on© fighter were definitely destroyed and on© 
bomber* and one fight ex* probably destroyed over f-uaap on 
Dee.12.

(10) Ifuon Peninsula •

"Ta) Slight Deo. 12«1S, pt boats saak nine stationary 
barges 4 miles S. of Sio#

(b) Our ground troops have cleared Kiligia of the 
enemy and. formed a bridgehead nearby*

(c) The road junction one mile SUE. of Wareo has now 
been cleared of the enemy and our troops are in contact
500 yards beyond this point from which the ecorny withdrew 
leaving 23 dead and much equipment.
Bay-Klri^ina-Goodnfeouffh - Between 0153 and 0153/14- air 
raid warnings weresounded at Milne Bay. Kiriwina and
Goodenough Island*

2. KORTH .asagERK AREA

(i) ALLISP ffOuCES

Q  (a) At Sea to 120p/l4a

(1) " 00QTA1WWUAn escorting wi?AXAE&w departed Melville Bay 1700/l 3
thence to proceed Thursday Is , ETA 3130/5.4,

(2) 12 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Barbours

Darwin - Warships & &ux. - Mj*s 429$ 814, 815 
Merchant Vessels; ’’COOLEBAR"

(ii)  EtvEMY FORCES

(1) Dutch Hew Guinea -

~~ pT~lFl?55v/l£, two Catalina* bombed Bab©, starting fires* 
Two 4neny aircraft attempted interception. ....... "  £1Pes*

results,Afc 235° * tW0 Catalinas bombed Kaiaiana with unobserved

<8) £ K £ k r t f . cacaUna b0* ea *,aan* ?ooal —

(3) M a « ^  (a) At^sis9/18 five O .S .* . f W l j . ,  bombed the ..rehouse

•  attar > ° L ^ h  ?“ “ * £ « “  niaht flahters
j I t:aree Mitchells bombed Foe pans*.

T. 0ataU”° s < * - " • «  • *

1 large vessel (possibly 5000 tons)
3 small vessels

3* SOUTH ESTEEM AREA

(i ) A),■LIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 120p/l*;

(1) "TJ3RK departed ooraldton !4oo/4 for

# U )  fiĉ WIcr*E^ tt departed Exmouth Gulf OSOOAS ETA Premantle 1200/15,
(b) In Harbours

Fremantle - Warships |  Aux. •  "j$KLAX&g* *van  BEEMSKERK”
TROMP (CL) VAN SALEM’1 (DD) "CHILDS” (AV ) 

"HCKSHAH" »DUBB0» (AM3) " W ;U S «  (CM)

‘p ? f ^ g S LLM (AM) u s ). (P i) SC.739 YP.286 11

,mouth -uif .  warships & Aux. - "W.B.PSESTON" (AVD) WrA'lK**
(AM) YP. 288



(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Qo/l4i

/•/

4 . EASTERN &  SOUTHERN AREA

fl) 11 STRINCfEAl'Tn HDJNT" hWAEDw (APB) departed Sydney 124o/l3 
for Milne Bay ETA daylight 17 Dec,

(2) *WARRMMS00LW ’̂ YAlffiRA*’ escorting Convoy GPg.91, (2 MV) departed
Sydney 0805/l2  fo** Brisbane ETA idb$0/l4,

(3) rt ROCKHAMPTONtt hECHU0Ab escorting Convoy FO+90 (7 :IV) departed
Brisbane 123o/l2 ETA Sydney 2359/l4r^WAGGA« was to 
overtake convoy at 1600/13 and provide additional 
escort to Sydney, thence proceed Melbourne arriving not
later than 17 Deo, . •

(4) "BUCHANAN" (DD) departed Sydney 1346/13 for Bulari (New Caledonia)
ETA 1330/15.

(5) !,D00MBAw (a/S Vessel) departed Port Melbourne 1200/13 for Sydney
ETA 1400/l5.

(6) "BUKGAHSEm (CM) departed Port Phillip 1510/IS for Sydney
ETA 1900/16,

(b) In Harbour f

Sydney •  Warships & Aux, - "WATERS1* (APD) ’'VENDETTA” (DD) 
•‘BAELARAf" “BUKDABERG” "DELOSAIHE*
"GOTJtBURH" HKALGOORLIErt “MORESBY " "PIRIE" 
"GLENELG0 "WILCAHNIA" “ TOWNSVILLE" (AMS) 
'’MANOORA" (APA) "HILO" "TULSAM (PG) "KXBRA* 
"ABRAHAM CRIJNSSEN'* (a/S )
WTASMA»” (AH) nGOLDSTAd,? (AG) ML's> 430,802 
flL»8 807, 809- 821 

(Repairing, Refitting) - ^HOBART (GL)
Melbourne -Warships » Aux. - "MILDURA!t "BENDIGO” "INVERELL"

(AMS)
Weaternport - War ships &  a u x ,  •  "BINGERA" (A/s Vessel)

(c ) Proposed i>iovegents:

(1) ^IWEREEL® (AMS) after completion of trials, to depart Port 
Phillip 14 Dee. for Brisbane,

ENEMY18 PROBABLE MEXT MOVE.

(1) Consolidation of defences Marshalls, Carolines, Sisma-5 cks, North
coast New Guinea, East Indies, Malayan aVaas,

(2) Constant effort to maintain saximu® air and naval strength in
general Carolines, Marshalls, Blsmarcks, New Guinea 
areas to off»aet allied forward moves,

(3) Use of barges, submarines and destroyers for «^mma±x3tmissixmvk
miL£&m:± night transportation runs to forward areas*

(4) Continued use of submarines for reeonnaissan® and offensive
patrol duties in allied operational areas in Pacific and 
Indian Oceans,

— oco—



r!ST SECRET
4 December, 1943

DAILY WAVAL SUMMARY 

PART II

ALLI1X & ExIKJIY ORDER OF iATTLE 

I•SOUTH & SOUTH WEST PACIFIC
ALLIED FORCES EKK1 FORCES

CV

gQ L)

CV (e )

CA

CL

£L(T)

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

TUiuthwesfc Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South P a d fic

"BTsmaFcW
Solomons

“Carolines
Marshalls

AUSTRALIA
SHROPSHIRE

PHOENIX 
HASHV ILLE

* HOBART

HERON 
SAN PABLO 
HALF MOON

WARRAMUNGA
ARUNTA
HELM
RALPH TALBOT
STUART
VENDETTA
CONYNGHAM
BAGL2Y
DRAYTON
FLUSSER
LAMSOK
HAim
as id

*  BUCHANAN

WASHINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
SOU Til DAKOTA 
ALABAMA

SARATOGA
ESSEX
BUNKER HILL

PRINCETON
1KDE PENDEN CE

Bril MCE WILLIAM
BRETON
ALT ASIA HA

COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MONTPELLIER 
ST. LOUIS 
SAM DIEGO 
SANTA FE 
MOBILE 

* BIRMINGHAM 
if. DENVER 
M LEAH i)ER

WRIGHT
BALLARD
CHANDELIER

Approx 40 5-10

*  Non-effective

•  1 •

YAMATO 
MUSA SHI
KONGO
HARUNA
NAGAT0
MUTSU

ZUIKAKU 
SIIOKAKO

CHITOSE

CHOKAI 
XUMANO 
SUZUYA 
TIKUMA 

m MOGAMI

NAKA ) 8 
ISUZU ) poss.
N AG AR A) a ank 
NOSHIRO 
OYODO 

a AGANO 
* YU'EAR I

EAT OR I

1-2 (1 dtoaged)

* NOT ORO

25-30
(sortie repairing)



mT SEC HE T
December, 3.943

'oou'thwesT TacITfc ' ' " ............."blsHircEa"
(Eastern Section) South Pacific Soloraons_

"Carol in© s'
Marshalls

BALAO
GATO
PE-0

)
) On Patrol

)

ALBACOHS 5 
GUAKDFISH } At 

)SCAMP 

3LACICFI SII

REDFIN
RATON
RAY

FT 62

k m/APD/AKA H ,T .ALLEN
. A re00HA

A WESTHALIA
V XANIMBLA

ALGORAB
GILMER

AUTTiO
HUld JHRBYS
BROCKS
KILTY
CROSBY
DMT
STRIHGMla
WARD
WATERS

AS PULTON
OTUS

AD DOBBIN

AR RIGEL
•PfcATYPUS

Brisbane 

At Milne Bay 

} On Passage

Approx 80

10 APA 
9 A D 
5 AKA

(SUB* Area only) 
MpncoFs (incl.14 twin-eng) 
Light 2c M/Borabera 
SE/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport & Obsn* A/C

PROMETHEUS

251
146

45
2

50
13

20 20

?

1

2. NORTHERN PACIFIC

CL

ALLIED FORCES

DETROIT
RICHMOND
RALEIGH

LKE&v FORCES 

ABUKDMA

AWKVS 
jg  
ss 
IS

10

AKITSy SHIMA 
5

Approx 4 
1

n Hon-effective

•  2 •



<* ‘ • l A  SECiiET 
1 CD® ©ember , 1943

3. CIS if.
ALLIED FORCES

DKAL PACIFIC
ENBKY FORCES

BB 2TOETH CAROL IM I SI
ULIANA 
mST V IRC INI A

YAMASHIRO
FUSO

• COLORADO 
■ MARYLAND 
TENHESSEE 
MISSISSIPPI
SEW MEXICO 
IDAHO
CALIFORNIA 
PEJJN SYLVAN XA 

a ORLAHOKA

* HYUGA (being modernised)

CV ERI'ERr a IOL
YCttKTOYfN
tEXIKGTON

-

C V(T> - HOSHO

•30WPENS ZUTHO (Po3 8 * sunk)
BELLKAU WOOD 
iSOHTEREY

n HAY AT A: A

CV(E) SWAKSEE 
SAHGAEON 
CHENANGO 
BARNES 
OOPAHEE 
C OH AL SEA 
CQRREGIDOH 
LONG ISLAM) 
MISSI01J LAY 
HAS SAL

n OTAKA
CITUYO
UNYO

GA SALTD50EE
30 ST®

TONE
AOBA

CHESTER m MYORO
WICHITA n IIAGliRC
m U ORLEANS M LAC HI
VIIltCEAPCLIS j& ATAGO
3AK FRAECI3C0 n TAKAO

•
FENSACOLA
INDIANAPOLIS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
PORTLAND 

* LOUISVILLK

3? JSAYA

OCA m o

CL OAKLAKT)
HONOLULU 

k REMO

TATSUTA
YAIiACT (on trials)
TAM

* CONCORD J*
*

KISO
NATORI

OL(T) KASHIMA
xcx.” - 6 - 7
av/ gvs PCCOiwOKE CHIYODA (under conversion

£.v />£vs

mmirnrnrn

3 to ACV)
Approx 35 25 (some repairing)

83 Aporox 50 Approx 50
M <? 2 (one repairing)

*  Non-effective

- 3



•
 a  men p

X*^P«c enber. 1943
4. SOOTH EASTERN PACIFIC

Sk

DD

T -,k NT OI< 

2

i
S. EAST INDIB5-INDIAN OCEAN

Southwedfc
_____  (tf.es t©i>n

Pacific
.Section!. .2as_terzL_El©.6.tL Are* East Indiea-PMlim>in®*

Bi

cvu.)

j t c e )

GA

ikii)

XCL

m / cvs

XAv/xcva

E 2

S3

RAMILLIES

ADELAIDE
VM HKSttSKSRK

CHILDS
W.B*PRESTON

VAN GALEN 
TJEiX IJIKD>;S

BILL -1SK
BONBF'ISH 
CABRII LA 
CAPELIN 
6 CD
kAlUKAL
PQKPOK
.-UFFER
TU&A
TINOSA

BATTLER

STIFF &»K 
SUSSEX 
HAWKINS 
FROBISBTiR

KENYA
NEWCASTLE
MANCHESTER
CEYLON
LANAE
SM®AI3>

CANTON
CHITRAL
CARTHAGE

ALDATROSS

Approx 27

)
)
))0n natrol 
5

At Fr®ja&ntle

K.1 2
BLUE!1'' ISF
BOWFIN
0-3EVALLE
KINGFI3;
RASBEK

PEL IAS

- . ■ .LA’1' (N*w*Ar©& Only) 
vTfHUFs (inc 1*27 t«l n-en£*) 168
Li&ht & M/feoub#]?s 55
SE/Bombera 16
Plying Boats 12
Floatplanes 49
Transport £• Oban* A/C 39

ill TAKA 
ETfJFO

ASJUGARA

KUMA
02
KITAGAI'I
KINU

KASIIII

XAHOI

1

10

6



h r C.O.IC. E r i ^ h  - MOST SECRET 

U.S. - S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

.Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

D A I L Y  N A V A L  S U M M A R Y

Part I : Allied and Enej^y Activity.

Part I I : Allied and Energy Order of Battle.

Mo. 6 8 6 Date; 15 Deeeiabssr#1943

PART I.

A* -gpUTH H PA GIF IQ m b a

1* nokth hastebm ahea

(i) ALLIED FOltCES 

(a) At Sea to ISPo/ls?

"A u a n u s u *  <4 n w v B n t a •m a u m a q fr  »aotm a" "ralph w w
at sea*

" PCFll1 l «" « » « ^ Pf~SP0H" surveying Morooe-fiuon Gulf area.
C i V t / n  ’ I  esc or tin.:; *JOH» G.&iADY" departed Bilne 

1600/15 were due Piaschliafen 0900/l5»
YiiS.71 departed Milne Bay 1150/13 towing a floating dock to 

ttr rnm . » chlaf en area ETA 0400/l6*
LITHGOW" escorting Conypy tn>1S9 ("SW A") departed Townsville 

War. i {,} for^port Moresby ETA 1300/l6.
: fnc* COUCAL' escorting US, Subs "RATOir* and "RAY" from Milne 

iay ro Parwin. E M  Earwlr. 1051/18. "COuSE" ( X n

lme» _ ? • : * *  ’ W . « 6 ».

(1)

( 2 )
(3)

U )

( 5 )

( 6 )

(7)

( 8 ) 

(9)

(10)

(11 )
( 12 )

(13)

(14)

(15)  
0 (1 6 )

S i  l2or/l6, approx 1500/14 for m ine  Bay

« ! » . » .  » >  Cairns f t ,  a o ^ m  m

?o1 ™ L ^ r f!saa ' a n K * ' t0 * - 3 3 M 8 r

S.STJ3QQE M IKA* departed Cairns 06ls/l3 for Brisbane via jgalm Island 

■TOAELA**9|o ''???5TfU e * „ F A 2 S f  18• 170°/1 5 . Brisbane 1.7 tec.

. t l ^ S r ^ S s W t t S  W) d9parted oladst0!ie
/ j ; : 0 ’ 41" 3 — -*  **■•”  (xo * > to

"STD AIT* <8 W> Ser6  t0  4epart
ofJAhj? departed Brisbane 1637/14 to HV with "ffiffiiA® ' 1 at 07nr A

■T . :W ?aS?«W s;r!1̂ -
6  suDaarinea on patrol. "

(b) In Harbours •

- Proliant Vessels* *COMAHA" "DESiaOKC 1 ■MELIM'GA"
uvp^mnoH A

* Bar3hlp? c '; .f i { 2r ,s? i i474|£®||1 XMS,a re*3 w . s3«

iierohant Jeaaelsj #® P ®  GIKAHD® « NOuAB" «&0GRAKA» 
'UvuHACKMT* *MQAM0Aw w3>.aARH3fw "SIBIGO**

- 1 •

Finschhafen

Lae



Mo?Obe 
Buna

Oro Bay

Kiriwins

‘.'oodlark la*

Goodenough ls» 
Milne Bay

- Warships & Aux. •
•  War ship g &  Aux, -

"wintrr"
Merchant Vessels;

•  Warships & Aux* •  
Merchant Vsaaelas

‘’PORTUNtrs* (a c p )
SC,537 YT.f3.51 "T H IN M " (AO)

Merchant Vessels:
- Warships ** Aux, - 

Merchant Ve ssels:
•  Merchant Vessels:
- Warships Au.x, -

*3 ,BENSON* "OZARK11 " FULCRA" 
30,734 PC.1124 YM3.31S 
" J.ALDEN" "J ,DUBUQUE " wJ,LAHEtt ' 

"LOSIHNA" "jr,W,MAGKAY" " J.EARL" M PAHDD" 
"^i.FROTJSR" "J.RCSS" "A* THOMAS1' 1,G,V,L,M£YBR" 
"C*iK, SMITH" "R ,P ,WARNER" "TJISIDAaE”

VVaraMpa Sc Aux. - SC*745, 749
"PULGANBAR"
SO*s 757, 750 ML*e 427, B19
"TRIANGULUM"

POINT"
"PHOENIX" "NASHVILLE® (CL) 

"ilUGFGRD" “BAGLEY* “DRAYTON1' "QOimiGHAM" 
"SMITH** "MAIIAE’1 "LAMSOD" "SHAW" "REID" 
"FLSJSSER" (DD) " SAIDS” "NOA" "BiC OKS"
"CROSBY" "KILTY" RGHffli" "KUMPHRBYS" (APD) 
"BROOME" "BUNBCKY" "STAWEIL" (AKS)
SC *3 648, 698, 699, 705, 751, 736, 758, 742 
SC*3 745, 747, 748, 981 YMS»g 11, 49, 50, 52 
YMS1s 70, 354, 355 YP*a 253, 236 ML’s 424, 
ML*s 425, 451, 801, 8oG, 816, 818 PC,479 
PC's 1119, 1120, 1122 25 LST*a 1c AFC*a
29 ?T*s RlflEL (AR) "YUNNAN" (ASIS) "DOBBIN" 
(AD) *0TUSif "FULTONB (AS) "SFRIKSDALE" (YDG) 
nAMICUS” (AIlL) "CALEDONIAN SALVCR* (AKS)
"MERKTKI" (AF) “POLLUX" (AKS) "WMTBALIA" (APA) 
CARTER EALL" (LS2» "LOOKOUT!< (AO)

(Note: SOCIAL OPERATIONAL MOVEMENTS OUT 
OF MILKI I3AY NOT 3i-(F ri. ) ' ‘

Merchant Vessels: "H*L•ABBOTT" "ABIGAIL ADAMS" 
BA1IKPAFAB" "S ,BAMBERGER" " SIMON BOLIVAR" 

"GAPE CLEARS" "CAPE MR ARES" "CAPE ANNE"
"J,CARROLL" "CHARON" WH .DODGE" "3330 BALBOA" 
P*A*EILER3m "ETAKEN" **G,H, FLANDERS"

"GAffiHCBDE" "HANYANG" "N.HAPGOOD" * F ,J ,IRWIN" 
"ISOLATOR" "JAPARA" "KL1PFONTEINw "W.S.LAB®"
" A , F ,LINDBSRGE* "T.O.LOWE” "J.LYKSS" •MACTAN" 
"MAGNOLIA" "MCRMACDALE" "F ,E .OLSON" PALMER" 
"A.RAVALLI" ** J. S, SARGENT" "N. J. SmfOTT*
"M,K. STEWART* . "SWA^TENFONDT" "TECITMSEH" 
"GENERAL VERS PICK” "VAN SPXLBERGH" "SD.N, 
WESTGOTT"

•  Warships & Aux. - "CCLAC" (M S) YMS*a 8 * 46- 47, 48 
ML.426

Merchant Vessels: "BONTSKQS" "MATTHEW KLINEERS* 
"MULIAMA" "HEIJUST* "STAGES* "CHARON"
"A.D.WHITE"

- Warships & Aux. - "LATROBE" "FREMANTLE" "COOTAMONDRi 
(AMS)

Merchant Vessels % "ISLANDER"
•  Warships % Aux, * "CA3TLEMAINE" "GLADSTONE" 

"XATOOKBA" "WARR3G0" (AMS) PC,477,1132 
SC * s 650, 732 YP,S80 Y*9 ML*a 803, 304 
ML*3 805, 82C "PLATYPUS" (Alt) "ISANOORA" (APA)

- Warships & Aux. - "ARARAT" "GYMPIE" "BRDOME" (AMS) 
"SAN PABLO" (AVP)

- 'Warships & Aux, - "STUART" (DD) "WARRNAMBOOL"
"ROOICHAMPTON" "CCWRA" "Sfc/AN" "BOWENs (AM3 )
REROW (AVP) "KORUMBA" (AO) SC,755 PC,1123 

ML*s 808, 826 YMS's 10,315 "H ,T, ALLEN* 
"KAMIMBLA" (APA) "ALGORAB" (AKA) VICTORIA"
SHI KELL AMY" (AO) "MANUNDA" (AH) "JHZAR* (AF) 

ML * s 309, 821 YP.E91
(c) Proposed Moveiasntss

(1) "v'’A--inag O ^ » n"30.ras»5^li3.31a" escorting Convoy -J..53 to depart

Port Moresby

Thursday Is, 

Caii’hs

Towns ville 

Brisbane



(2) "PC.ll^S^ to depart Caloundra at 0300 to RV with ,fHS,Ul RIDGE” 
at 0900/16 In position ST"03 ’S 154"51’E and escort to 
Brisbane#

(li) EKEMf FOiiOES

(1) Buin Faiai Area -
(a') "Probably night 12-13 Dec* Pj?*s attacked three south

bound barges 4 miles S. of Luluai Pt. (18 miles 51,13. 
of Kahili sinking one and forcing another to beach* 

lb) Night 13-14 Dec, PIMs strafed two beached barges in 
Torau Bay (15 miles S .E . of Kahili).

(c) Morning Dec,1 4 ., 4 Klttyhawks attacked a bridge near 
Shishigatero (15 milws W. by N. of Kahili) damaging 
and possibly destroying the bridge,

(2) Empress Augusta Bay -

(a) Dec,15, four Avengers and some fighters attacked targeti 
In the Monoitu Mission and Mosigetta areas and position* 
N,E, of Cape Torokina,

(b) Might Dec.l2*»13, PT *3 sighted two barges leaving the 
At slnima River (11 miles A',W. of Cane Torokina)* The 
barges withdrew#

(o) Sight Dec.13-14, FT*a attacked one barge at Jaba River. 
Heavy gunfire from shore prevented the attack from 
being pressed home.

(d) 1015/14, 16 Avengers In support of cur ground forces 
dropped 60 x 100 lb . bombs on enemy positions in S .E . 
sector of cur perimeter.

ffleta •  Dec.13, at least 55 fighters and 6 Mitchells bombed and 
strafed Tbargets in the Kleta area#

(4) Kuiaa Numa •

T£) Eeo#14, fighters returning from Chabai strike started 
fires in the Numa Numa area,

(fc) Morning Dec. 14, six Mitchells bombed and strafed the 
area from Huaia Muma to Arigua, destroying hut® and 
buildings,

(5) Buka Passage •

[a; M ght Dec.12-13, two night fighters strafed and set on 
fire a barge filled with enemy troops off Sorum (M# tip 
of Bougainville I s , ) .  The barge was left In asinking  
condition.

(b ) Noon Dee.13, 45 Dauntless and 22 Avengers with 47
covering fighters, 17 Mitchells with 8 covering fighters 
and 24 Liberators with fighter escort heavily bombed 
bargdts In tb© Matohln Bay and Buka Passage areas# 
Photographs show damage to k/k  positions and buildings* 

(cl 1100/14, 51 Dauntless, 23 Avan ers and 36 escorting 
fighters attacked the Ghabai area with 10 x 2000 lb.
51 x 1000 lb, 52 X 250 lb.and 100 x 1000 lb# bombs. 
Photos snow destruction and damage to a / a positions and 
buildings in the area*

(dj At tne same time 18 Mitchells escorted by eight
fighters bonked Manob village .K# tip Bougainville)* 
Photos confirm destruction of six buildings,

(e) 1063/14, 18 Liberators with four Lightnings escorting 
bombed Sohana Island causing many explosions and one 
large fire ,

v- i1  ̂ m ot?f Dec,14 show 28 barges in the Buka-Chabai area*
* ’ -A-av*en& Area •  0110/14, a reported heavy cruiser at anchor in

Steffen Strait was attacked by a U .S .N . Catalina, II  is 
xurfcher reported that 2 x 1000 lb# bomb hits were obtained 
on bne stern of the vessel; the extent of the damage IM not 
reported*

fighters pursued tnc Catalina for three hours#
• There is no other evidence to indicate the presence

area ®^d it is thought more 
likely Oo nave been a smaller vessel possibly a large 
destroyer,

(7) Borgop Area - l©2o/lg, of four enemy fighters which attacked a 

Soupac reconnaissarae plane, one «as shot down.

o



( )  r--- ■-'fi'Ux •  824*:“ b 3 2 B /X 3 , 2 8  Beauforts bombed Lakunai aerodrome 
starting fires,

(9) Cape Archway •  2509/14, an enemy submarine was attacked by a 
Soup&c aircraft 13 miles E ,S ,K . of Cap© Archway. The 
submarine was reported to have been left in a sinking 
conditions.

(10) Fenry Reid Bay - 0845/13, two Bostons bombed and strafed the 
camp area at Kailai and Waitevalo,

l'H  ) Ubili Area •  1020-1040/14, many 'unidentified aircraft were
t , reported on generally S.W. courses over Open Bay-Bbili area 
_^oquinoc Bay - 0008/14, indications of two probable vessels

,, . aere received by aircraft over Jacquinot Bay.
(13 j Gasmata -

(a) A final report shows the heavy attack cn Gasmata 
between 1025 and 1358/13 was carried out by 145 aircraft 
including 60 Liberators, 48 Mitchells and 37 Lightnings.
248 tons oi bomos were dropped, ~

(b) 0845/14, Mitchells and Marauders with Lightning 
escort again attacked Gasmata. pull reports are not vet 
to hand,

(3.4) Arawa - 0955/14, eight squadron® of Mitchells, nine squadrons of 
Liberators and three squadrons of Bostons attacked the 
Arawe Area. Preliminary reports indicate that the strike 
was successfully carried out,

'  ̂ lA- ^ 2 0 trait •  0430/14, a FT boat* sank a fast 30-40 foot barge
at Marien Barbour, The PT boat also r eported six
unidentified 500-1000 ton ships 2 miles S.W. of L.arien

▼y h&rbour. it is considered more probable that these were
upper oarges*

(lu)/Ramu Valley - Q92t/l3# 11 Bostons bombed and strafed targets on 
tne Bogadjim-Yaula road, while seven out of sixteen 
0®°orting Thunderbolts strafed enemy camos alongthe shore 
0A Rigriy Point (19 nlles E. of Bogad jimf.

(17/ huon Peninsula •

(a) 09ov./l3, 4 Aircobras on a barge sweep between 
Saidor and Fortification Point strafed and probably damaged
10 empty barges dispersed along the coast,

(d ) About 090c/l4, 5 Aircobras on a similar mission 
strafed two barges and enemy supply dumps.

(c) 0730/14, an enemy submarine was reported bv 
aircraft lo miles N.E. of Finschhafen.

(a) Our ground forces advancing beyond Kiligia are 
continuing their advance on Lakona,

ft ORTH NBSTmiS ARM

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/15;

(1 ) 12 submarines cn patrol,

(b) In Harbour a

Darwin - Warships .& Aux, •  wL»s 429, 814, 815 
Merchant Vesselss "OOOfiEBAR"

SOUTH V? ESTERS AR£A

U ;  ALLIffD FORCE3

(a) At Sea to 13Qo/l5t

(1) "VAN B a i  w ' ejowttog "HMMITAOB" departed Fremantle 100 :/l4 .
ailalSKEr.K’ to escort till 1 8 0 c /l8 and return to
i/ls $

(2) "CHANTICLEERs} departed ISxraouth Gulf 0800/l3 was due Fremantle 120c/l£

- 4 - •



(b) In Harbour:

Fremantle

Exmouth Gulf 

Bv ocme

, . _____  (AS)
-ISABEL” (FI) 30.739 YP.286 

Jar ships & Aux. •  "•J.B.PRKSTOE” (AVD) 
,»t.awTP*» ( m s \ YP#288

X X  M  ^  CS~ * *  W r A .  *

”LAiiT! (AM)
- Warships & Aux. -

x <r# &bo
“TJERK EIDDES" (BD*

ASTERN & SCUTffi-BN AREA
-- -- -----  ---  (i) allied  porccs

(a) At Sea to 12Qo/l&i

$1) " STRINGBAM” ”DENT” "WARD” (APD) departed Sydney 1240/13 for Milne
Bay ETA daylight 17 Dec*

(g) "BUCHAKAK (D ) departed Sydney 1846/13 for Bulari (New Caledonia)
ETA 1530/15,

(3) "BUHDABERG" departed Sydney 1629/14 for Brisbane,
(4) "DOCMBAft (A/s Vessel) departed Port Melbourne 12oo/l2 for Sydney

ETA 1*00/15.
(5) "BUHGAREE" (CM) departed Port Phillip 15lc/l3 for Sydney ETA

1900/16.

(b) In Harbour:

Sydney - War ships & Aux* - “MATERS” (APD) '‘7KKDETTA!I (DD)
'“BALLARAT” “DELORAINS” f,COULBUHN” ”MuR....3BY ” 
“KALGOGRLIE" nPIRIE” “GLElffiLG" "WILCAK- IA” 
^TOWNSVILLE” "KOCKHAMPTOM” ”WAGGA” (AMS) 
“MANOORA* (APA) hHIL0'' "TUT, 3 A1* (PG) "KYBRA” 
"ABRAHAM CRIJNSSEN* ”YAKBRA” (A/S Vessels) 
’’TASMAN” (AH) “GOLDSTAR” (AG)
ML’ s 430, 802. 807, 809, 821 

(Repairing, Refitting) - ”HOBART1 (CL)
Melbourne * Warships & Aux, - "MILDURA" * BENDIGO” "INVEAELL”

(AMS)
Wes tern port •  Warships & Aux. - C,BIMEKA" (A/s Vessel)

(oI Proposed Movementsi

(1) "INVERELL" (AMS) after completion of Juarifc trials, to depart Port
PM H ip  14 Dec. for Brisbane*

(2) "DELORAIKE” «ABR*HAM CF.IJNSSEN* ^TOWNSVILLE" ”BALLARAT” escorting
Convey GP.92 to depart Sydney at G8 Q0 / I 6 * ”BALLA;AT to
Be detached off Cape More ton and proceed to Townsville*

NAVAL I.XCIDEKTS

oourabaya - A further TT.S.H. submarine success i# reported.
On Nov*21, a medium sized freighter was’ sunk In 
the Sourabaya area.

ENEMYf S PRCBA3LE BEXT LtOTE

(1) Consolidation of defences Mar•halla, Carolines, Blsraarcks, North 
cos a fc Sew Guinea, East Indies, Malayan areas*

(c) Constant effort to maintain maximum air and navalstrength in
general Carolines, Marshalls, Biemarcks, Mew Guinea areas to 
off-set allied forward moves*

(3) Use of barges, submarines and destroyers for night transportation
runs to Persia-1 d areas,

(4) Continued use of submarines for reconnaissance and offensive patrol
duties in allied operational areas In Pacific and Indian Oceans*

— OGC— -



BB

CV

GA

CL

L

ALLIED FOicGSS

9  pazly mval summary

PART II

ALLII.I' fe ElslEMY ORDER OF BATTLE 

1. SOUTH reST & SOUTH pacific

MOST SECRET
IS December, 1945

ENEMY FORCES

Southwest i’&'elfic ' ~ oTsmarHEs"
(Easter Section) South Pacific Solomon a

WASHINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
ALABAMA

SARATOGA
ESSEX
BU m S HILL

PRINCETON
IHDBfBHfiEBCE

PRINCE WILLIAM 
BRETON 

. ALTAMAHA

AUSTRALIA
SHROPSHIRE

PHOENIX 
NASHVILLE 

*  HOBART

*
x
*

COLUMBIA
CI£V3£LAK>
wom m cLim
ST, LOUIS
SAN DIEGO
SAMTA PE
MOBILE
BIRMINGHAM
DEHVEH
LEANDER

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

HERON 
SAN PABLO 
H. LF MOON

WAKRAMHNGA
ARUNTA
HELM
RALPH TALBOT 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
COBYHUHAM 
BAGLEY 
DRAYTON 
PLU8SER 
LAKSON 
MAHAN 
REID 

*  BUCHANAN

WRIGHT 
BALL iRD
CHANDELIER

Approx 40 •  10

Carolines"
Marshalls

YAXIATO
MUSASHI
KONGO
HARUNA
HAGATO
MUTSU

2LIKAKU 
SHOKAKU

CBITQSE

OHOKAI 
KUMASO 
SU3SUYA 
TIKUilA 

h MOGA1TI

NAKA 
I3UZU 
MGA1A 
NOSHIRO 
OYGDO 

J* AGAHO 
* rUBAHI

)2 poes, 
) sunk 
)

KATOKI

1*2 (1  damaged) 

*  MOTOKO

25-30
(some repairing)

*  Non-effective



0 b T  SECR ,T
IS December, 1943

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

Bl'smarcfes
Solomons

Carolines 
Mai* si-all s

SS

FT

apa/ apd/ aka

BALAO
GATO
PSTO

ALBACORE
GT7ABDFISH
SCAMP

BlaCKFISl 
REDFIN 
HAT OH 
RAY

62

H*T#AL1EN
MASOORA
WESTRALIA
KAKIMBLA
ALGOftAB

)
) CM Patrol 
)

) •
At Brisbane

At Milne Bay
)
} On passage 

Approx 80

10 APA 
9 APD 
5 AKA

ILMi

AS

al>

AH

SA8DS
HUMPIMEYS
BROOKS
KILTY
CROSBY
DEBT
STR IHGHAJf
WARD
WATERS

FULTON
OTUS

DOBBIN

RIGEL
PLATYPUS

BROIvETHBUS

^ #s#Area only)

Fighters (incl. 14 twin-eng*) 256
Ll^ht & M/Bombers " 143
SE/Bomber s 45
Flying Boats 2
Floatplanes 50
Transppr t &  Obsn. a/c 13

20

CL

ALLIED FORCES

DETROIT
RICHMOND
RALEIGH

NORTHER® PACIFIC

20

?

1

ENE;<!Y FORCES

IB

22
10

ABUKUMA

AjasDm m m
5

Appro;; 4 
1

3* Eon-effective

2



BB

• r

GV

CV (E )

CA

OCA

CL

3. CEKTRAL PACIFIC

ft s T  SECRET
15 December, 1943

OL(T)

m ? (N s
H p.v / x  CVS 
L D — ' 
3s 
ait

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

KOHTH CAROLINA ISE
INDIANA YAMASHXRG
3fEST VIRGINIA FUSO
COLORADO n HYUGA toeing modernised)
^AHYLAUD
TENHESSSE
MISSISSIPPI
S3W MEXICO
IDAHO /

CALIFORNIA
PENNSYLVANIA
OKLAHOMA

EHT'ER PRISE <*»
YORKTGWN
LEXINGTON

- HOSHO

GOWPENS ZUIHO (posa* sunk)
EELLEAU WOOD 
MOBTEREX

k HAYATAKA

oPAfe KE * QTAKA
SANGALQN CHUYO )
CHENANGO ONYQ ) en route Mandates
MRNES
COFAHEE
CORAL SEA
CORREGIDOR
LONG ISLAND
MISSION MY
NASSAU

BALTIMORE TONE
BOSTON AOBA
CHESTER *  MYOKO
WICHITA J* HAGURO
SHW ORLEANS Ji NACHI
MINNEAPOLIS n ATAGO

SiFRANCISCO *  TAKAO
PENSACOLA x MAYA
INDIANAPOLIS
SALT LAKE CITY
POfiTLAHB
L0CT3VILLR

- 6

OAKLAND TATSUTA
HONOLULU YAHAGI (on trials)
HE NO TAMA
CONDOKD * KISO

it NATORI

- KASHXB3A
*• 6 - 7

POCOMOiSE CHIYODA {under conversion
“J 3

Approx 35 Approx 30
Approx 50 Approx 30

? 2 (one repairing)

*  Non-effective

- 3 -



•  %
4. SOUTH EASTERN PACIFIC

)3T SECRET
December, 1943

CL

m

TRENTON

5* EAST INDIES - INDIAN OCEAN

T>ou triwo at Pacific ———« "1""
(Western Section) Eastern Fleet Area Bast Indias-PLillpplnea

HAMILLIBSBB

CL (T)

XOL

AV/OVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

VAN HEEMSKERE 
ADELAIDE

CHILDS
W,B. PRESTOS

VAN GALEN 
TJERK HIDDES

BILLFISF 
BONEFISH 
CABS ILL A 
CAPELIN 
CCD
MAHWHAL
POMPOM
PUFFER
TUNA

K*12
BLUSFISH
BOWP1N
GHEVAILE
EINGFISH
HASBEft

PEL IAS

BATTLER

SUFFOLK
SUSSEX
HAWKINS
FROBISHER

KENYA
NEWCASTLE
MANCHESTER
CEYLON
DANAE
EMERALD

CANTON
CHITRAL
CARTHAGE

ALBATROSS

Approx 27

)
)
) On Patrol 
)
)

)
)
) At Fremantle

Ap CRAFT (t\W. Area Only)
FTgHters (incl. 27 twin-eng.) 168
Light 8: M/Bombers " 55
SE/Bomber s 16
Plying Boats lg
Floatplanes 49

Trans-oort & Oban, a/ c 39

BITAKA) en route 
RYUHC ) Mandates

A3HIGARA

ICUMA
01

KITAGAMI
KINU

KASHII

KAMOj

** 4 "*



C . O . I . C .
B r i A h  - MOST SECRET 
U .S ^  - S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
SOUTH yffiST PACIFIC AREA

.Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

D A I L Y  N A V A L  S U M M A R Y

Part I: Allied and Eneiny Activity.
Part II: Allied and Energy Order of Battle.

No. 687
Date:

16 December. 1943

MRS? I,

A. SOUTH WE3g PACIFIC AHRA 

f l L  NORTH EASTERN AREA

U )  ALLIED FORCES

(ft) At Sea to 1200/ l 6 1

(1 )

(2 )
(3)

(4)

(5)

(6 )

(7)

(8 )

(9)
(10 )

(11)

( 12 )

(X®)

(14)

(15) 

*<16)

(17)

(IB)
(19)

ARRAIWUNGA^ ,,ARUNTAW "BTiTJf" MRALPH"AUSTRALIA" "SHROPSHIRE"
®ALBOTw at sea.

n 1OTPPA?;T0M" * * * * * & &  Morobo-iiuon Gulf area.
44 * " P ^ r 55  • » corting "JOHN G. ;.11ADT* departed 

’ ,,M* lne m:f 1 6 0 °/l3  were due Finschhafen 0900/15,
"XHS.71" departed Milne Bay 115c/l3 tow in.. a floating dock to 

Finschhafen area were due 0400/16•
|  fiY.14" departed Milne Bay 1000/15 for ***

n SC. 746" "3TMS.335sl ©scopting "MAGNOLIA" departed Kline Bay C72o/l5 
ware due Port Moresby 0730/16,

LITBG0W" escorting Convoy TN.189 (•’SUVA” ) departed Townsville 
I f f l p  for Ifert rioresby ETA 1500/18. 

aSRISQHUS1* "DINT" "WARD" (APD) departed Sydney 124G/13 for Milne 
Bay ETA daylight 17 Dec.

• j a - q c a f r s s s ^ s f f l  g " g ‘s .
HAKTANG JAPARA") departed Milne Bay 163c/l4 for 

Townsville *T§ 1800/l7.
CASTLEMAIMS” ’’ARARAT’" SC.6 SO* escorting* Convoy 2IS. 190 t*ir.GABRTTJ.tf

n m t z *  * m m m  farmer* "w.e “oiiflf. a m i S s * F
departed Eltaroy Is. at approx 1500/14 for Milne bay 
ETA lkiOO/13. *

"P C .U 52j* escorting Convoy Til. 191 («A,:Y LOHTEH." was to depart

° f y Is* at aPProx 1000/16 ETA Milne Bay

"COUCAL" escorting US. Subs «RATON" and "RAY!i from Milne Bay to 
Jarwin. ETA Darwin 1051/18. "CGUCAL* then returns to 

tt Milne Bay escorted as far as Thursday Is* by f'PC .476".
COLAC having completed repairs was to denart Port Moresby GSOO/iG 

for Townsville. * '
YMS.-72" departed Port Moresby 1826/14 for Cairns for docking ETA 

^  . . Graf toa Passage 0800/16.
KAPUNDA escorting ffonvoy QL.37A (3 W ,  tw with tow) departed 

Caloundra 1550/13 for Bustard Head was due 040C/l5s on

ffead t0  Process Independently to

'YP.231" was to depart Brisbane Dec.16 for Mackay. palm island. 
io.vTtS vllle# Cairns. Thursday Is. a act: Port oreshv

S K !  S lT ra ^  • £ }* £ $ •  16S7£ 5 k 'A 2 i * * ?  issoAs.. uatr^.tsoCL ou. /u5 YMS.315" escorting Convoy wX».5Q (10 IN)

«•£**ted Brisbane l75o/lS ETA Bustard S 3  0300/l? wfaava 
"YMS.515 proeeda independently to Cairn©.

•  1 •



A
(20) W O K ' '  »XAIIDFvA^sccr t*feo Convoy gMgL ft V )

Caloundra 1240A s  for Sydney ETA 1700/17* ,
(21) “STUART” departed Brisbane 1 6 3 7 /S  to RV with ‘reNKAH? at 0700/15

In positions 24°20»S 155a45'E and escort to Townsville.

(22) '’BTJNDABERO” departed Sydney 1629/14 for Brisbane, ,
(23) "MIZAR“ (AP) departed Galouadra 152o/l5 for Sydney , 255^^ Z
(2 4 ) apCel3jB8” departed Caloundra 0230/l6 to KV with _HLUE R

o&OcAe in position 27c03»8 154°5l'E and escort to 
Brisbane. "BUISSABERS* «ae to consort westbound at approx 
0900/16.

(25) 6 siibraarlnes on patrol*

(b ) in Harbours

Finschhafen

Lae

Morobe
Buna

Oro Bay

Port Moresby 

Thursday Is.

- Merchant Vessels* “OGKAHA* »MLIB>A“ “IIOAMOA"
"kcoraka" “vaquero”

•  Warships & Aux. •  SG.982 YMS*s 73, 314, ooh
PC rs"“1121, 1124 ML.431

3ter chant Vessels! “D.BARRa” “STEPBEN GIRARD
11 CT.W .KACKAY” ”NGRAB“ nOZARK” "SI3IG0”

*» Warships & Aux. - “PCmflJNtXS*1 (AGP)
- Warships &  Aux. - SC.637 YJBS.51 “TRINITY (AO)

”PING WO” “WINTER* , „ 
m vchant Vessels* uS.BENSOr‘ “CANONBAE”

•  Warships & Aux. •  SC.734 YMS*313
Storofaant Vessels* “W.S.LAHD" “ J.LAEE” “LORIINA” 

"J.VJ.MACKAY” “I-i'tfL̂ iA* “J.EAHL" "PAHGD 
ttsrw w « « 8 # «.t_ <?rvR.q« "A .THOMAS” ‘‘G.V.L
m g R *  «w.h. point” ”© .e. smith” "a.p.warner11

Klriwina

Woodlark Is.

Goodenough Is. 
m ine Bay

%tt. PROUSE” “J.SOSS
(£2131* POINT -- -
”T3X3IBAI'ffiTt 'VAN SPILBeRGEN,J 

. Warships & Aux. - SC*8 745, 749 
Merchant Vessels*

- Warship *  Aux. - SC's 727, 750 iiL»s 427, 819 
Merchant Vessels? "FULGANBAR" ^fRIANGTfLUM”

- Merchant Vessels* nI3CIAT0RB
- War shies & Aux, - “PHOENIX" •HAS3SVIIIJ5" (0L)

"MDGPCRD" “BAGLEY” "DTiAYTON* “CONYNGHAM" 
“3I3ITE” “MAHAN” “LAM30N” “SHAW” ‘REID* 
”FLUS£ERtt (BY;) * SANDS” ”N0Ao “ BROOKS” 
”3R0SBY” "KILTY" “GIL1SER” “HUMPHREYS” (AH>) 
30 >« 648, 698, 6S9, 703, 731, 736, 738, 742 
SC»8 743, 747, 748, 981 IMS's 11, 49# 50 
YMS's 52, 70 YP»a 233, 236 ML«S 424, 425 
ML'a 431, 801, 806, 316, 318 PC.479, 1119 
P3«s 1120. 1122 *5 LST»8 15 AP0»8 '
2£ FT’s "RIDEL* (AR) “YUNMff” (ASIS) 
n DOB DIN” (AD) "OTUS*' “FULTON11 (A3) “SPiUMCh- 
DALE” (YTCr) ttAUYGU3u (ARL) *MERRJRn (AF)
”POLLUX” (AKS) !,*fKS:mALIA” (APA) ”CARTER 
HAH.” (SSL) “LOOKOUT” (AG)

(Hotel SPECIAL OPERATIONAL MOVEMENTS OUT

Merchant Vessels* “H.L#ABcOTj.’“ '* ABIGAIL AuAIka
“ J.ALDEM” ”B A L IK P A P A “ S.BAIjKSRGER T . B 
“SIHON BOLIVAR” ’'CAPE 5L jARE CAPE ;<!EAIi£S 
"CAPS AWE" ” J*CARROHii! “H .DODGE* "ESSO 
BALBOA*8 ”F.A • EILERS” • “STALIN8 " & • H.PLAlffiSRS 
“GANYMEDE” “S.BAPaOOD” t5F. 3 .IHffllS T.C.LOiE 
” A * F . LI NDBERfl H ” ”J.L¥KES“ ”MACTAN“
“MGRMACDALE” ’̂ .B.OLsOK” "J • PALMISi” 
”A.,UVALLI” ”J*S*SAR3EUT!t ”H.J.S1NNCTT” 
"il.a.SEBWAM" UTE3UM3EE” “GENERAL VERSPIJCK” 
"E.N.SSfESTCOCT*

Warships & A'ox. « YMSfs 8 , 4€, 47, 48 L.426 
^rcb&nt Vessels* “BOKTEKOE” T,JfATT3®» FLINDERS” 

“M1LIAMA” “REIJNSCP” “Sl’AGBl” "A.D.V/EITE” 
Warships & Aux. - “LATROBE® , fWSMASTLK,s 

"COOTAItmDRA” (m s)
Merchant Vessels* “IS^M DI^” “DARV3L”

- 2 -



Cairns -^arsMps & Aux. - "G A S S m d ^ m ” "GLADSTONE®
®WAHRE<IO" "KA^OOMDA" I AMS) PC.477  
SC *s 650, 730 YP.230 Y .9  ML*s 80S, J04 
ML'S 805, 820 ttPLATYPl'S” (AR) "MMOOfiA" (APA) 

Townsville •  warships Aux. - “ARAKAT1* SG3EMPXEH "BROOME” (AMS)
• ,f3AF PABLO’* (AVP)

Brisbane - Warships & Auk. - ”STUARTw (DC) HOCKHAUPT OK!f
C0WRAm "S»tfH “BOWEH* "WBYAIiA” (AMS)

"HEfiOII* (AVP) "KUHUMBA" (AO) SC.741 
ML*a 808, 826 YMS.lO "H.T.AIfcEN" HKAHIllaLA,, 
(APA) ffALG0RA3,s (A A) '’VICTORIA” "SSIXBLLAW0 
(AO) "MAHUKDA* (AH) ML»s 809, 821

(c) Proposed aoyononts g

(1) ttWARREG0M escorting ttpmOn (AE) to depart Vicinity Fitzroy Is . a t  
approx. 1800/16 for Kiln© Bay KTA IXDo/lS.

(il) K&BMT FORGES

(1) Bou^ainvil le Island •
fsj l-flght t5ee.l4-l5# enemy floatplanes ineffectively bombed 

and strafed, PT coats off K •*-•*. coast of Bougainville.
(b) Photos Dec.15 show all runways- unserviceable except Ball*#.

(2) Kuna Mum~Kieta Area •
(a) Fighters returning from Buka strike at 1C5C/15 strafed 

Tenekau and Kieta and aet fire to § or 6 huts at Lagururai,
(b ) Fighters returning from tfte Buka strike at I0o0/l6  struck 

Kieta and Tenekau.
(c) 1440/16, a patrolling aircraft scored a single 500 lb. 

bomb hit on a main road bridge 5 miles 3, of Kieta, 
completely demolishing it .

(3) Buka Passage -
(a) 1050/ 15, 65 Dauntless, 21 Avengers with 45 escorting 

fighters attacked a /a  positions at Buka and Bonis with
150 x 100 l b ., 44 x 500 l b . ,  65 x 1000 lb . m d 10 x 2000 It 
bombs, destroying three heavy A/A positions and damaging 
three heavy and three automatic.

(b) 1000/15, 21 Liberators dropped 252 x 500 lb . bombs on 
Sohans Island, causing much smoke and numerous fires .
Photos show 4 guns probably damaged, one possibly.

(c) 1030/15, 25 Mitchells with 15 escorting fighters dropped
110 x 500 lb. bombs on the Chinatown area at Buka causing 
numerous fires and a terrific explosion, «lth flaanss 
shooting to 400 feet and clouds of black sasoke rising to
10,000 feet and visible 60 miles. Photos confirm large 
fires,

(4) Mlssan Island •  1545/14, seven empty barge slipways were sighted on
a lagoon beach on I*. end of Nissan island. There were no 

. v signs of l ife .
(5) Kavleng -

(a) Il0 0 /l5 , the following shipping was sighted by aircraft
probably at Saviengs-

2 cargo ships
2 destroyers
2 barges

A barrage balloon at 300 feet was attached to one carro 
vessel.

Kew Hanover •  144o/l5 a Liberator attacked the following convoys

1 medium freighter 15 miles SSST Course
transport Hew Hanover 120°

1 sea truck
6 unidentified vessels 

A near hit on the freighter transport was reported, and 
interception by five enemy aircraft.

In view of recent enemy losses it seems likely  
that the six unidentified vessels §s?ere analler craft.

The convoy is apparently proceeding to Rabaul from 
the Mandates,



•  •
(7) Rabaul - (a) 2326/14, 13 Beauforts bonded Vunakanau with

'X

}

generally unobserved results.
(b) 1000/15, 4 Lightnings reported the following 

shipping in the Rabaul area:

1 possible aircraft carrier
1 destroyer 

10  small ships of unidentified type#

There has been no evidence to suggest the presence 
of an aircraft carrier and it seems unlikely that 
such a unit would venture into Rabaul Harbour at 
this stage# The vessel may be a large tanker, whaling 
ship or some similar vessel#

Fires and aaoke were also observed.
(8 ) Kew Britain •  On the morning of Dec#15, various formations of

aircraft proceeding In the general direction of the 
south west coast of 3Tew Britain were reported# These 
are probably connected with enemy offensive activity 
against allied operations in the Arawe Area,

{a) 0800/15, a formation of unidentified aircraft on const
S.W# over Open Bay#

(b) 0803/15, 48 fighters on course 200" then 215° flew 
over Ublli#

(o) 0815/15, 30 unidentified aircraft flewover the Cape 
Hoskins area on course 225 ,

(d) 082c/l5, a la? ge formation of unidentified aircraft 
on course S#f, flew over Wide Bay#

(e) OS15/15, 20 divebombers and 6 fighters on course Q40c 
flew over Cape Hoskins#

(9) Jacqulnot 13ay - 094C;/l5, a possible westbound merchant ship was
sighted by aircraft off J&equinot Say.

!3-0 ' T a l a s e a 1015/15, 8  unidentified aircraft headed for Rabaul were
sighted by 4 Lightnings in the Tate, sea area,

(11) Cape Grford»Cape Archway area »
(a) 0064/15, indications of 15 possible medium to largo 

vessels off Cape Orford were received by aircraft#
(b) 0045/15, Indications cffour posaible ships on course 

226°.
If the report is accurate the vessels may have been 
barges,

(12) Gasmata Area «
------ -ta) 0130/16, tvo enemy patrol boats on course 270 off

Gasmata were reported by aircraft#
This may indicate a possible transportation run to 
Gasmata#

(b) Pinal reports shew that 31 Mitchells and 9 Marauder* 
took part on the attack on Gasmata at 0840/l4#

(13) Arawe Area -

(a) Between 0754 and 1507/14, & total of 280 aircraft 
dropped 510 tons of bombs on targets in tne Arawe 
area, The aircrafb Involved were*

99 Liberators 
60 Mitchells 
72 Bostons 
35 Lightnings
14 Thunderbolts 

Some squadrons were over the target on two separate 
occasions.
An ad3. tional 15 Mitchells had already attacked the 
area between 0717 end D025/13*

(b) Preliminary reports show that our forces effected a 
landing in the Arau.»e area o® the morning of Dec#15 
and that our shore positions.-and vessels were attacked

c\A\ approximately 0900/15 by 30*40 enemy divebonabers#
(14) j^rgen Bajr - 0932-0950/15, 23 Liberator, attacked Target m il  near
/■) e\ t _ _ , oilimafci Point with 92 ^ons of bo^bs,
(15) Lont; island area - *

—(aj Approx, 173o/l2, a stationary tug like object was 

(b\ oof?/?? y aircraft °ne mile 3,E. of Long Island.
s J f L !  submarine on course 0 1 0 ° , 13 mites

’mieh*** 4- m



(16) Kansa Bag - 144o/l4, a 60 foot barge moving between fiSanam
Island and Hansa Baywas strafed, and damaged by 
a Liberator*

(17) Bogadjlm-Yaula Hoad - Tactical reconnaissance on 12 Dec* and
' again on 15 Dec. reveals that bridges 1«1S have 
been w ashed away and that the road is blocked by
15 landslides at another point.

(18) Iluon Peninsula -
Taj "1425-1925/14, 10  barges of which 7 contained

personnel and supplies were strafed by a Mitchell 
between Saidor and Sio«

(b) 16$5»1832/l4, two Boomerangs strafed Kelanoa, 
Wallngai and Kambariwa setting firea to huts 
and damaging two barges.

4c) 1730•1755/12,, delayed report shoves that seven
Air cobras strafed targets in the Sio area, setting 
one barge on fire.

(d) Our ground forces continue to advance towards 
Lakona ana beyond Wareo*

{19) Kirilina Island - At 0128/14, an enemy bomber dropped two bombs
S. of the strip, No d amage or casualties were 
sustained*

2, NORTH ASTERN AKfcA

(i) iLLiaD FORCES

(a) At Sea to I£Qp/l6t

(1 ) 12 submarine 3 on patrol*

Co ) In Harbour t

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - ML*3 429, 814, 815 
Merchant Vessels; nC0CL2BARH

(ii) m E ■>££ FORGES

(1) Dutch Hsv •quinpa-Sororari * 2315-2356/14, two Catalinas bombed

targets in the Sorong area starting fires*
Pour to five enemy fighters ineffectively 

y  attempted interception*
-A large possibly 10,000 ship which a eemed white 

. in c°lour v m  and one smaller ship were observed*
(2) Timor - (a) 1715/15, five Mitchells attacked the following

shippings
2 medium freighters 

y  1 ssasll destroyer
at anchor 3 miles.M.E. of Gape Laivai*
Five direct hits and six near misses were scored 
on one freighter which m s left burning fiercely*
Two direct hits were scored on the otter which was 
also left burning*

(b) Earlier on 15 Dec. eight Beaufighters carried out 
a harassing attack on Timor heavily damaging two
4,000 ton transports and one destroyer, sinking 
one 553 ton ship at Vila de Liquica.
Two barges and six schooners were attacked at ^anatvtc
- ooth barges were sunk and the schooners heavily 
damaged*

ihe t wo transports and destroyer were near 
Dilll and were crowded with troops and equipment 
including iYi/f and field guns* Meny troops and crew 
were killed aboard all jsxaaaa three vessels*

{cj 23C7/14-0035/15, five Catalinas bombed Koepang
starting fires. Several enemy aircraft attempted 
interception*

"  5 •



3* south m ss -ms area

(a) At Sea to 1200/l6{

(1) "VAN HEEMSKERK" escorting "HERMITAGE" departed Fremantle lOOO/l4. 
"VAN HEBMSKERK" to escort till 1800/ia and return to 
Freman tie *

{2} "CHANTICLEER** departed Exmouth Gulf 080C/l3 was due Fremantle 
1200/15.

(3) nYF*2M n departed. Exmouth Gulf 130c/l5 ETA Fremantle 0900/lS,
(4) ,,YP*286,! departed Fremantle 1150/lo ETA Exmouth Gulf p.m. Bee.18.

(b) In Barbour :

Fremantle - Warships & Aux, •  "ADELAIDEf* "TROMP" (OL)
’’VAN GALEN1* (Dii) " CHILDS* (AV) "HORSHAM"
"DUB BO " (AMS) "ATREUS" (CM) "WHIPPOORWILL"
(AM) "PELIAS (AS) n,I3ABEL" (Flr) 3C.739 

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux, - "tf.B.JRESTON" (AVD) "LARK** (AM) 
Broome - Warships & Aux. * "TJERK HIDES* 3" {DD)

4, EASTERN fc SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES 

(a ' At Sea to 12Qo/l6s

(1) "DELORA DIE” "ABRAHAM CRIJNS3EN" "TOWNSVUXE" "BALLARAT** escorting 
Convoy CP,92 were to depart Sydney at L80C/l6. "BALLARAT"

. . ,, ....  fco be ctetatmed off Cape More ton and proceed to Townsville*
(*-) INVERELL (AKS) after completion of trials was to depart Port 

Phillip 14 Dec, for Brisbane,
(3) WAGOA" departed Sydney 0944/15-for Melbourne ETA 140C/l7.

(b) in Harbour t

Sydney - Warships &  Aux, - "WATERS" (APD) "VENDETTA" (DD)

"BALLARAT" "DEL ORA INS’* "OOULBURN" "MORESBY" 
"KALGOORLIE" "PIRIR" " GLEKELG" ’WlLCANNIA" 

"TfiWNSVILLE" "ROCKHAMPTON" {AMS) "l/ANGORA"
(APA) "HILO" "TULSA" (PG) "KYB&A" "ABiiAKAM 
CRIJNS3EN" "DOOMBA" (a/s Vessels) "BiniGARER" 
(CM) "TASMAN" (All) "GOLDSTAa" (AG) 
iCL’s 430, 802* 807- 80S, 821 

(Repairing, Refitting) - "HOBART" (CL)
Melbourne - liar ships & Aux. - "MILDURA" "BENDIGO" "I1JVERBL*

(AMS)
Westemport •  Warships & Aux. - "BISGERA" (a/ s  Vessel)

(i) ALLIED FORCES

PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Consolidation of defences marshalls, Carolines, Bismarcks, North 
. coast New Guinea, East Indies, Malayan areas.

) Consfc&n t ©j?t to maintain air and naval s fcj?©ngfcfa. in
general Carolines, larehalls, Bismarcks, New Guinea areas 

off-set allied forward moves.
(3) ~se o- barges, submarines and destroyers for night transportation 
, , runs to forward areas,
U )  Continued use of submarines for reconnaissance and offensive patrol

duties in allied operational areas in Pacific and Indian
o ce«&n 3 #
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CA

CL

£  MOST SECRET
16 December,1943

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

part i:

ALLIeD &: ENEMY OK PER OS' iATTLE 

1* SOUTH k SOUTH WEST PACIFIC
ALLIED PORC 3 ENEMY FORGES

’Soutbwe sV”' ?SclTl c
(We a torn Section) South Pacific

BIsitaaFcEs
Solomons

AUSTRALIA
SHROPSHIRE

PHOENIX
NASHVILLE

» HOBART

CL(T)

SOL

av/cva

XAV/XCVS

HD

WASHIECBU 
MASSACHUSETTS 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
ALABAMA

SARATOGA
ESSEX
BUSKER KILL

PRINCETON 
INDBPSHDENCE

PR IK E  WILLIAM
BRETON
ALTAMAHA

COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
M0NT2SLLIER 
ST. LOUIS 
SAN DIEGO 
SANTA PE 
MOBILE

* BUM INGHAM
* DENVER
*  LEA8DER

HERON 
SAN PABLO 
HALF MOON

WARRAMUNGA
AKDNTA
HELM
RALPH TALBOT
STUART
VENDETTA
CGNYNGHAM
BAOLEY
DRAYTON
FLU3SER
LAMSON
I, AH AN
REID

* BUCHANAN

WRIGHT
BALLARD
CHANDELEUR

Anprox 40 5-10

3$ &on-effective

- 1 -

Carolines 
Mar3ha11s

YAMATO
MUSASHI
KONGO
HARUMA
UAGATO
MJTSU

ZUIKJEU
SHOKAKU

CHITOSE

CHOKAI 
KUMANO 
SUZUYA 
TIKUMA 

*  MQGAMI

) 2 poss-IJAKA
ISUZU ) sunk 
MGARA ) 
NOSHIRO 
OYODO 

js AGANO 
* YDBARI

KATGRI

1-2 (1 damaged) 

h&NOTORO

25-30 
(Some repairing)



December,1943

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section.) South Pacific

Blsmarcks'
Solomons

SS

PT

apa/ apd/ aka

AD

AR

BALA©
GAiO
'AS TO
HECFIN
RATON
RAY

)
)
) On Patrol 
)
)
)

Ai_t hAC OR )
GUARDFISR ) At Brisbane
SCAMP )

BLACKFISH

G2

H « AILEN
fSAHQRRA
WESTRALIA
KAUIJT.B&A
AL50HAB
GILMER
SASE>3
HUMPHREYS
BHD OKS
KILTY
CROSBY
DENT
STRING HAi; 
WARD 
WATERS

PULTON
OTDS

BOBBIN

RIGEL
PLATYPUS

At Milne Bay

Approx .30

10 APa

9 APD
5 AKA

Alice'vAPT Area Only) 
!T1 ̂ liters (incl. 14 twin*
Light ck M/bombers 
SE/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport & Obsn. n/C

•e n,"

PROMETHEUS

254
142
45

2
50
13

20

Carolin©s 
liar shells

20

?

1

CL

AV/CVS 
DD---
m
AS

AL. I;.1. FORCES

DETROIT
RALEIGH
RICHMOND

2, NORTHERN PACIFIC

22

10

ENEMY FORCES

ABUKUMA

AKITSUSLIisiA
5

Approx 4 
1

» Mon-effective



3. CENTRAL PACIFIC

MOST SECRET
16 December,1943

ALLIED FORCES

NORTH CAROLINA
INDIANA
WEST VIRGINIA
COLQHADO
MARYLAND
TENNESSEE
MISSISSIPPI
new Mexico

IDAHO
CALIFORNIA 
PENNSYLVANIA

* OKLAHOMA

BNB&Y POllCES

ISE
YAMASHIRO
PUSO

> HYTJGA (being modernised)

ENTERPRISE
YORKEOWH
LEXINGTON

- HOSHO

COWPENS ZUIHC
BEtLEAU WOOD x HA YATAI
MONTEREY

3U.VAN NICE * OTAKA
SANGAMON CHUYO
CHENANGO UNYO ;
BARNES
COPAHEE
CORAL SEA
CORRE3IDOR
LONG ISLAND
MISSION BAY
NASSAU

BALTIMORE TONE
BOSTON A OB A
CHESTER * MYOKO
WICHITA Jf HABURO
NEW ORLEANS * NACHI
MINNEAPOLIS * ATAGG
SAN FRANCISCO * TAKAO
PENSACOLA £ MYA
INDIANAPOLIS
SALT LAKE CITY
PORTLAND
LOUISVILLE

* a

6

OAKLAND TATSUTA
HONOLULU YAHAGI
RING TAMA
CONCORD x KISO

£ NATORI

»
KASEBIA

* * 6 - 7
POftOMOKE CHIYODA

Approx 55 
Approx 50

3 to ACV)
Approx 30 
Approx 30
2 (one repairing)

*  Ion-effective



^  MOST SECBET

BB

CV{L)

/ (g;)

OA

GL

CL {T) 

XCL

AV/GVa

xxv/xcvi

m

!s

4 * GOUT)- EASTBSRN PACIFIC
18 December, 1943

irlENTOBT

5* EAST ItlDIGS - IHD1AR OCEAN

South?;® st Pacific ~~ ~ ” • * —— - —
(Western Section? Eastern Fleet- Area East Jndiee-Phllippines

R A MILL I OS

VA1I KEEK SEE RK 
ADETA IDE

CEILD3
'f.D.RIRSTOF

BATTLER

SUFFOLK 
St 3 SEX
HAWKINS
FROBISHER

KKlvYA
JSvVCASHiE
l-SAMCESSTER
CEYLOM
DAME
mSRALD

GA1ITON 
CIV TRAL 
CARTHAGE

ALGATORS S

YAK SALEK Approx 27
TJERK HIDDE3

EILI.FI sh \ ?
BONEFISH 
CABRILLA

V

!
CAPSLIM !
GOD 3 On patrol
MARWHAL }
POMP Oil }
PUFFER
TUNA

\
i

TINOGA )

K.12 )
HLUBPISH }
BOWFIN } At Frcaan tie
OR VALLE )
KIMGFISH )
/ASHER )

AS PEL IAS

A £ i C •; AFT (HW.Area Only)
F ilter  a (inc. 21 twLn-eng.) 168
Li.̂ hfc & M/Bombers 55
SK/BoiriLers 16

Flying Boats 12

Floatplanes 49
Transport & Obsn. A/c 39

HITAKA ) Gn route 
RYOMO ) Mandate*

A3EIGAHA

m m
01

KITAGAMI
KlisU

KASHII

KAMO I

1

10



>  * C . O . I . C .  £  Bri(J|h - MOST SECRET

U.S. - S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

.Conbined Operational Intelligence Centre

D A I L Y  N a V A L  S U M M A R Y

Part I: Allied and Eneoy Activity,
Part II: Allied and Enecgr Order g£ Battle.

No. ©88 Date: ^  December,1943

A* SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. KORTB EASTERN AREA

H i ,

(1 ) a llie d  forces

X

II!
(3)

(4)

(5)

(6 ) 

(7) 

(6)

(9)
(1 0 )

(11)

( I S )

(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)
(17)

(18)

(19)
( 20 ) 
( 21)

(a) At-Sea to 12Q0/l7t

»"P0LARIf*  severing Morobe*HU«ii Gulf area,
"IMS.334 escorting '*f.l4n departed Milne Bay 1000/15 for Lae 

ETA 0400/18.
!r'xL!S«335" ”SC.746n escorting nBOKTEKOEf* were to depart Port 

» « Moresby a*a. 17 Dee. for La© thence Buna.
‘■SC*982 escorting "BXBIGO1* departed La© 22oo/l5 for Milne Bay 

ETA 150C/17. ' J
”SC.£®8 tf HML»998” escorting "FLOYD B.OLSOK'1 departed Milne Bay 

0600/16 for Kiriwina, were due 1 9 30 / 1 6 .
' SG.64-7 escorting bBAVI&AT0Rb departed Lae 2l00/l5 for M ine Bay 

was due 0800/17* ~ *

STRINGHAM" MDERTtt ‘HVARD*’ (APD) departed Sydney 1340/13 for Milne 
Bay ETA daylight 17 Pec*

*WARREOO" escorting T,PXR0* (AE) was to depart vicinity of Piczroy 
t!rv, <neB _ / s* at approx 1800/16 for Milne Bay ETA 1100/l8*

" S o m e "  t a S g g i J B H * * * '* *- oeoo/us for O l a *  t o  m  1 3 0 0 / 1 7 .
StiOvIS f̂AffSILL BUIJBUHY” escorting Convoy MV.48 (MSWXRTEMHOWDT” 

"HAIYA»G" "JAPARA” ) departed Mlne^bay l ^ o / S  for 
Townsville ETA 1800/17*

sfPG,llS2 !f ejcojting Convoy TK*191 ("AMJ LOWELL") departed vicinity 
of f 7 approx 1000/16 ETA Mine Bay 1100/18.

CQUCAZ, escorting toS* Subs !,RATON° and "RAY11 from Milne Bay to 
|*f*in  ETA Darwin I03l/l8 . "COUCAL" then returns’ to 

.. „ Milne Bay escorted as far as Thursday is# bv slJC.476ff 
oOLAC departed Port Moresby 0656/lS for Townsville ETA Grafton 

Passage 1S00/17.

"m o o ie * »  "WAKM80" deputed Cairns 1114/16 to render assistance 
to JULIES DO, UQUE reported agrorad at Baines Patches 

M f t w a  Pssage* *WARHBG0» returned Fitzroy Is. at 
1716/10 to RV With »JE (0", "SATOOK A» proceeding to 

„ .. Git? so a Eeef to continue search.
YP*291 was to depart Brisbane Dec.16 for MaoUay, Palralsland,

« *-m a # Cairns, Thursday Is. and Port Moresby*

^ARRKAff S T 5 & 3  ISJS *U i»e 1SZ7/ 15  * »  Brisbane 183o/l8. 
WARR&Ai.i-OOL oC*735 *XMS*S15" escorting Convoy QL.38 (10 I#)

, 0 3 0 0 /1 7  WhereliXtinXit <z m
BUHDABERG51 dej^rted Sydney 1629/14 for Brisbane.

6 a“ £ari£es o c t r o i ? ® 10”041® 15S0/lS fOT a^ 3ner  ETA OSOO/17.

“ 1 •



(b) In Harbouri

Finschhafen

Lae

Morobe
Buna

Oro Bay

’Woodlark Is*

Goodenough la* 
Milne Bay

Port Moresby

Thursday Island 

Cairns

Townsville

Brisbane

•  Warships & Aux. - PC.1131 SC.744 YMS’s 55,71 
Mevchant Vessels* "JOHN G. BRADY" "COMAliA"

"BfOAMOA” "JAKE MOOREHEAD" "KOORAKA"
"vaquero"

•  Warships & Aux* - YKS»s 75, 314, 556
£C 5 s 1121 '1124 ML *451 

M»vchant Vesselss "D.BiBHI" "STEPHEN GIRARD” 
"J.W.MACKAY" ttNORAB* ,{ 02AnK"

- Warships & Aux. - "PORTUMUS" (AGP)
•  Warships ft Aux. - SC.637 YMS.51 "YUNNAN" (ASIS)

"TRINITY" (AO) "PING WO* "POLLUX* (AKS) 
"MERKUR* (AP)

Merchant Vesselsi "S.BEKSON*
- yarships & Aux. - SC.754

15erchant Vessels s "W.S.LADD" *J.LAKE" "J.EARL" 
"PAHUD" "TO. PROUSE" "J.HOSS" *A.THOMAS* 
"G.V.L.MEYER* *»'.H. POINT” "G.E.SMITH®
"R. P.WARMER " MTJISIEAHE" 5t a ‘ SPILBEuGEN”

•  Warships a Aux* •
Merchant Vesselsi "FCLGASBAR" "TRIANGULUM”

- Her chant Vessels* "ISOIATOR"
- Warships & Aux. •  "AUSTRALIA" "SHROPSHIRE” (CA)

"PHOENIX" "MASHtflLLE* (CL) "MUGFORD" "BAGLEY* 
"DRAYTON" "CONYBGHJtfl" "SMITH11 "MAHAN*
"LAMSOa" *SHAW" "REID* "FLUSSER* *ARUN?Am 
"WARRAHUNGA" "RALPH TALr.OT" W  (DDj 
"SAIDS* *NOA" "BROOKS" "CROSBY" "SILTY* 
"GILMER" "HUMPHREYSl^JjCASTLEKADIE!i "ARARAT* 

SC’s 648, 650, 699, 705, 751, 756, 737 
SC.fs 738, 742 , 743 , 748, 700, 745, 749, S81 
IMS's 11, 49, 50, 52, 70, 515 YP's 253^ 236 
ML*S 424, 425, 427, 450, 801, 8 0 6 , 816, 618 
ML.819 PC’ s 479, U 1 9 , 1120, 1122 26 LST*« 

A  E  APC’ s 29 ?T»s *RICHSL" (AR) *D0BBIN* (AD) 
"OTUS" "FULTON* (AS) "SPRINGDALE" (YDG) 
"AMYCU3” (ARL) ’WESTRALIA" (APA) "CARTER 
HALL" (LSD) "LOOKOUT" (AG)

(Note: SPECIAL OPERATIONAL MOVEiMTS 0:JT OF
bay w r''&m .m TT~— “ ----- ■

ierchant Vessels? "H.L.ABB0TT" “ABIGAIL ADAMS'*
"J . ATJBffl" "ANHUI* "BALIKPAPAN* * S.BAMBERGER*
* SIMON BOLIVAR * "J.CABRILLO" ‘'CAPE CLEARS" 
"CAPE ANNE* "J.CARROLL* "W.E.CBANNING*
"ESSO BALBOA" "P.A.EILERS* "ETAMIN*
*G*H.FLAMDERS* “GANYMEDE* "N.fiAPGOQD"
*F.J.IRWIN* "T.C.LOWE" *A.P.LINDBERGH"
* J.LYEES* "MACTAN* "MIDWEST PARMER” 
"MORMACDALE* "J.PALMER* "A.HAVALLI* "J .S . 
SARGENT * *N. J.SIKNOTT* "M.M.STEftART"
"CHAS.P. STEINMETZ” "TECUMSEH* "GENERAL 
VERSPIJCK" "E.E.WE3TC0TT"

■ Warships as Aux. - "LITBGOW* (AMS) YKS*s Q, 46,47.4£
ML.426

Merchant Vessels* ®MATTHEW FLINDERS* "MAGNOLIA* 
*MULIAEIA" "REIJNST* "STAGEN" "SUVA*
"A.D.WHITE*

■ tfar ships & Aux. - "LATRDBE" "FREMANTLE" "GOOTAMUN-
DRA" (AMS)

Merchant Vessels* "ISLANBER” "DARVEL" 
i arships k Aux. - "GLADSTONE* (AMS) PC.477 YMS.72 
3C.732 YP.280 Y .9  ML's 803, 804, 805. 82C 

"PLATYPUS* (AR) iiUful)
Warships & Aux. - "KAPUHCA* "GYMPIE* "BMMHff H (AMS) 

nSm  PABLO" (AVP)
Worships & Aux. - "STUART" (DD) "ROCKHAMPTON*

"COWRA" "SWAK" "BOWEN" *WHYALLA" *AMS)"HERON" 
UVP^KURUMBA* (AO) SC.741 PC.1123 ML.808

Wit Hj
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.A (c) Pr^fcased Moveaentst

(1) "STUART” to dapart Caloundra at £000/l9 to fflf at 1600/20  with 
"SEA PIKE” in position 24'18>3 158°22,E and escort to 
Lady Elliott Island whence HSTUARTH returns to Brisbane.

. (ii ) EHEMY FORGES

(!) Choiseul •  0340/16 on© unidentified vessel was bombed by aircraft 
SO miles M.t. of Choiseul Island. This would appear to 
be a barge#

i ~ t jiOugainvl 1 ls< — Photos I>ec.l4 show Kahili, Buka and Bonis runways 
. . unserviceable. Kara and Ballale mere not covered.
(o) Empress Augusta Bay -

(a) Dec,14, wish air and artillery siipport our troops launched 
an attack in T\ «E. sector meeting opposition from Increased 
enemy artillery and mortar fire.

(b) 1200/15, 16 Avengers in support of our forces bombed enemy 
positions in I .E . sector,

(c) pec.15, 8  Klttyhawks destroyed a bridge 18 miles S.E. of 
Cape Motupona,

B ^a  Area - 1144/16, an eastbound submarine was attacked by aircraft
45 milas W, of Cape Hen pan, An oil slick and bubbles 
were observed. This indicates a possible supply run from 
Kabaul to the Solomons,

/-apin gamarany;! I si and Area •  Dec, 15, a derelict landing barge was 
, , possibly sunk 90 miles S.S.E , of Kapingamaransri Is,
(6 ) Mussau Island -

|a) 1430/l6, a Liberator sighted 60 miles E, of Mussau Island:-

1 light crui3er Course Speed
1 destroyer or gunboat 36 0°  20 knots,

(b) 1315/15, 6 unidentified aircraft on course 340° were sighted 
>T „  & Liberator 95 miles ¥,E, of Mussau Island,

Area - 1135/16, a Liberator sighted the following convoy*-

V J freighter transports (3,500-8000 95 miles Course
\  1 sea truck tons) W. Mew 350 5

 ̂ 3 gunboats Hanover
This convoy is apparently returning to the Mandates from 
the Blsmarcks*

(ci) flew Ireland - 0614/15, seven Beaufighters strafed Borpop, causing an
explosion in a revetment. Uo aircraft were seen on the 
3^rip or in revetments,

(9) New Britain -

{a) 1115/15, on© single engined f i l t e r  was shot down over 
t  ̂ Central Hew Britain by four Lightnings.
\b) On Dec,16, unidentified aircraft were reported as follows:- 

1535/lb, a very large flight of fighters or divebombers 
over Ubill on course 220° .

175C/16, a large unidentified formation of aircraft 
m m  \ 0V9r Wide Ba  ̂ °n course W.S.W,

■ j  -.a) After successful landing on the aoraing of Doc,15,
consolidation and mopping up continues.^ Enemy losses aro 
estimated at 60 dead.

{b} 164u-1715/l6 : Three separate enemy air raids were *nade on 
e area by 12  diveborabers with a very large fighter

damfSe or casualties has been r ecelved.
( ) 134o»j.500/16, sixteen Lightnings patrolling over Arawe 

aneounoered a force of 6 or 7 bombers escorted by 15»20 
, , . 1  .. lighters shooting down 5 bombers and two fighters.

^ 1 )  Cape Gloucester •  ^

W  ” {a; 1428-145o/lS, 33 Liberators bombed targets in the Gaae
Gloucester area, starting firos.

(h) 1410/16, approximately 30 Liberators again effectively
1 , bomoed the area. *
V ( )  ~ 1150^16, a Liberator attacked 2 large sea trucks on
' ? ° ^ ae **£>  20  ones  H,W. by ii. of the Heaiit Group.

A direct hit sank one vessel which carried numerous orates 
on deck; lifeboats and survivors were strafed.

- 3 -



{£) Fight Dec*14»15, an 80»100 foot barge was damaged by FT 
boats 15 miles S.E* of Saidor.

(fc) 1010»12 oo/l 5, five barges «ere probably destroy ad by 
five Aircobras between Reiss Point and Sic?#

(c) 1240/16, 9 Marauders bombed the Kelanoa Barbour area, 
blanketing the entire target and probably causing much 
damage •

(d) 1242/16, lo Mitchells bombed supply dumps and camp areas 
W. of Sio. Several barges were sirhted in the area.

(©) 1700/16, our ground forces captured Lakona and are 
advancing beyond while our artillery is spelling the 
enemy's lines of communication S . of Fortification Point.

An enemy pocket of resistance 70 strong one mile W. of 
Kiligia has been cleared, 20 Japanese being killed while 
the remainder retreated.

( f ) 1800/15, 12 enemy bombers and 30 fighters were Intercepted 
by four Lightnings 2e miles IS. of Sio. Bo losses were 
inflicted or suffered*

(14 ) Cape Ward Rant •
(a) lllo /l4 , a possible SS contact off Cape Ward Hunt was 

reported by an allied vessel,
(b) 1528/16, an lastbound submarine 25 miles I* by W* of Gape 

. Ward Hunt was sighted by aircraft.
(15) '■ it-lwina •  0321-0355/17, an air raid warning was sounded at Klriwina.

(15) Huon peninsula -

2. NORTH WESTERN ARtiA

(i) ALLIKD PQItC-GS

(a) At Sea to 1200/17;

(1 ) 1 2  submarines on patrol.

(b) In Parbour;

Darwin - Warships & Aux* •  ML*s 429, 814, 815 
Merchant Vessels i "COOSEHAft'"

(ii) EMEHY FORCES

) Dutch Mew Guinea -
(a> Tlmika: 0700/l6, 12 Klttyhawks bombed and strafed Aika 

ancTTfiEpero villages, starting fires.
(b) ~c tar ora; 0l50/l6, several aircraft were observed in the 

fe". dispersal area by a Catalina which dropped flares.
One probable 1000 ton ship was sighted anchored 

off S* end of the strip.
(c) Maccleur Gulf ; -0030/lS an 80 foot schooner was strafed

8 miles ♦ VT of Kok&s by a Catalina which also strafed 
some barges off Tepas near» the R. entrance to the Gulf*

) Soror»n« 2255/14: two Catalinas (additional to the two 
previously reported) bombed targets at Sorong and Jefiaan 
Island, Four of eight grounded abi reconnaissance aircraft 
were strafed at Jefiaan Island.

One possible 6000 ton white ship was seen off 
Jefman Is.

Three possible 1000 ton ships were seen at Sorong. 
) 0643-0704/16 eight Beaufighfcers attacked a troop transport 

and five barges.off Lautem, leaving the transport a total 
loss. As a result of this and two attacks on Dec.15 by 
Beaufighters and Mitchells, both transports a? e considered 
destroyed.

(b) 0042/16, three Mitchells attacked Penfoei.
'®) .-•■■frk&ssart 221o/15, five Liberators bombed Makassar with unobserved

results. One unidentified 5000 ton shlpwwas observed in 
Harbour. Five small ships on a 3*W. course were sighted 
off fee S.W. tip of the Celebes.

' } * 2320/16^ four Liberators bombed the refinery area at
-•..llkpapan with unobserved results.



3* SCUTE WS3TERM AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At See. to 1200/17?

(1) "VAN HEEMSXERK" escorting "HERMITAGE" departed Freiaantle 1000/14.
. . „ VA» HEiMSKERK" to escort till 180o/l8.
(2) TP*288" departed Exmouth Gulf 1300/l5 ETA Fremantis 0900/l9.
(3) 7P»g86" departed Fre mantis 1150/16 ETA Exmouth Gulf p.m. Dec.18.

(fe) In Harbour}

Premantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TROMP* (CL)
"VAB GALEN" (DC) "CHILDS” (A?) "HORSHAM" 
"DUBBO" (AMS) "CHANTICLEER" (ASR) "ATREUS" 
(CM) "WEIPPOO.RWILL" (AM) "FELIAS” (AS) 
■'ISABEL* (FI) SC9739 

Exmontli Gulf - Warships & Aux, - Mff*B#fRESTQH" (AVD) "LARK" (AM) 
Broom - Warships & Aux. - "TJERK HIDDE3* (DD)

4. EASTERN St SOUTHERN AREA

{i ) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 120p/l7:

(1) "DELORAINE" "ABRAHAM CRIJffSSEIT" "TO//KSVILLE" "BALLARAT" ©acerting
Convoy up.98 (3 Hf) departed Sydney at 0755/18 ETA 
Caloundra 1930/18 . "BALLARAT" to be detached off Gape 
Koreton and proceed to Townsville.

(2) IITVERI&LMA0SO departed Port Phillip 1440/16 for Brisbane ETA

(3) "V/AGCA" departed Sydney 0944/15 for Melbourne ETA 1400/17.

(b) In Harbo ur t

Sydney - BarsMps& Aux. •  "WATERS" (APD) "VENDETTA" (DD)
"GOULBIfRN" "MORESBY* "KALQ 00EL IE " "FIRIE" 
"GLEHELG® “WILCANNIA" "ROCKHAMPTON" (AMS) 
"MAMOGRA" (APA) "HILO" "TULSA" (PG) "KYBRA" 
DOOMBA" (A/S Vessels) "BUNGAREE" (CM) 

"TASMAN" (AH) "GOLDSTAR" (aG) ML*8 430, 802 
ML'S 807, 809, 821 

(Repairing, Refitting) - "HOBART" (CL)
Melbourne - Warships ; Aux. - "MXLDURA "BENDIGO" (AMS)
westernport - Warships & Aux. - "BINGERA" (A/s Vessel)

Emia >S B'iQBA'B E SgT  J.OVE

(1) Consolidation of defences Marshalls, Carolines, ismarcks, North
^  Guinea, East Indies, Malayan areas.

U )Constant effort co maintain maximum air end naval strength in 
general Carolines, Marshalls, Blsmarcks, |£ew Guinea areas 
to o£i-set allied i'orvsir d move a,

(3) Use oi1 barges, submarines, and destroyers for night transportation
runs fco forward areas*

(4 ) Continued use of submarines for reconnaissance and offensive patrol
duties in allied operational areas in. Pacific and Indian Oceans.

•—oOo-»
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DAILY- NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART II

9k o &S  SECRET
17 December,1943

ALLIED FORCES

All. li'-ifc EMEM!f ORDER Off r:ATTLK

i* south h south west pacific
enemy forces

BI

CV

CA

CL

CL (T)

XCL

AV/CVS'

xav/ xcvs

DD

"Jout re*?ost ’’acTfic" 
(Western Section) South Pacific

'Msmarc'ks"
Solomons

Carolinea" 
Marshalls

AUSTRALIA
SHROPSHIRE

PHOENIX
NASHVILLE

K HOBART

HSROK 
SAM PABLO 
HALF MOO!

'lARi&Mlfl&GA
ARUBTA
helm

RALPH TALBOT 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
COEYNGHAM 
BAGIJiY 
DRA2CTON 
I4'L£ S3ER 
LAI*SON 
MAHAN 
m  id

* BUC HAMAH

WASHINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
ALABAMA

SARATOGA
ESSEX
BUNKER HILL

PRISCETOK
IEDEPENDEHCE

FRINGE WILLIAi:
BRETON
ALTAMAEA

COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MCHTPELLIER 
ST, LOUIS 
san DIEGO 
SANTA FE 
MOBILE 

* BIRMINGHAM 
m rmvjR 
x LEANDER

WRIGHT
BALLARD
CHANEBLEUR

&

Approx 40 5-10

YAKATO
musashi
KONGO
HARUNA
NAGATO
MUTSU

ZTjIKAKU
SHOKAKU

CHITOSE

CHOKAI
KUKANO
3UZUYA
TIKtJMA

a m s m i

BAKA ) 2 poss* 
ISU2U } sunk 
NAGARA)
NC3HIR0 
OYODO 

* AGASO 
3* TIJBARI

KATORI

1»2  (1 damaged)

*  IIOTORO

3

25-50
• {s orae x*@pair in-,}

x No n-efis o t iv©

1 -



t 3T SECRET
7 Dec ember ,1943

' Scut hs e s t f’ac 1 f i c ‘-domarcks"
(Eastern Section) South Pacific Solomons

Carolines
Marshalls

?T

APA/AFD/ALZA

AGC
1 ST

AD

AR

BALAO
GATO
PETO
HEDFIN
RATON
RAY

ALBAOORE
GUARDFISE

AMP

I3LAGKFISH

62

F.T.ALLEF
fdANOQRA
WESTRALIA
KANIMBLA
ALGORA3
GILMER
SANDS
HUMPHREYS
BROOKS
KILTS'
HOA
CROSBY
DENT
STRQTGHAH 
WARD 
WATERS 
BLUE RIDGE 
PULTON 
OTUS

DOBBIN

31 GEL 
PLATYPUS

)
)
) On Patrol 
)
)
V

)

)
} At Brisbane 
}

At Milne Bay 

Approx 80

10 APA 
9 APD 
5 AKA

PrfOMETHEUS

AKCRAFT (N .! i.Area Only)
Fighter's (incl* 14- twin-eru. > 254
Light & M/Bombers ~ 142
SL/Bombers 45
Plying Boats 2
Floatplanes 50
Transport & Oban. A/C 13

20 20

?

ALLIED FORCE!
. NORTHERN PACIFIC

E S I  FORGES

OL

> v/ovs
>D
ss
7TB

DETROIT
RALEIGH
RICHMOND

22
10

AEUKUMA

AOTSUSHBiA
5

Approx 4 
1

*  Non-effective



iSOaSMpOHEf
17 MKenibev, 1943

5. CENTRAL FACIPIC

ALL T O  FGRQES m m m  forces

NORTH CAROLINA
INDIANA
WEST VIRGINIA
COLORADO
MARYLAND
TEJ3f3S3EE
MISSISSIPPI
N33S MEXICO
IWLKO
CALIF1 ORSIA 
IESNSYLVANIA

* OKLAHOMA

ISE
YAMASHIRO
FU80

*  HTU:.vA(b©i&| modernised)

ElflERPRISE
YQEKTOWlf
LSXINQTCB

C C? PEN S 
SELLEAU WOOD 
ar C HTEREY

SVs’AHiiEE
3&3GAK0N
CHENANGO
BARNES
CQPAHEE
CORAL S&A
COftREGlDOIi
L02TC ISLAND
MISSION BAY
NASSAU

BALTIMORE
BOSTON
CHESTER
WICHITA
NEW ORLEANS
SCNUEAi'GLIS
SAN FRANCISCO
PENSACOLA
INDIANAPOLIS
Salt  lake  city

PORTLAND
* LOUISVILLE

OAtvLAI'T; 
ROMLVLTS 

*  HEM©
-K CC KG ORB

P3G0M0KK

Approx 35
Approx 50

" 9

<k- Koneffectlv©

HOSHO

2 VI HO T^«9 BjpRS«&r)
*  KAYATA1&

* OTAKA
CH'UYQ ) en rout© 
UNYO . ) , Mandates

TONE 
AOEA 

-* MSTOKO
*  HAG TOO
* SACHI
* ATAGO
* TAKAC
*  MAYA

6

TAT3UTA
YAHACT (on trials)
TAMA

* n s o
*  NATOSI

KASHXMA
6-7

CHIYODA (under conversion to
3 A CV)

Appr ox 30 
Approx 30
2 $one repairing)



CL

13D

BB

CV(L)

GX 

CA

\JJSJ

CL(T?

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

4, SOUTH EASTERN PACPIC

A fO S T  3ECRii 'J
17 December #ld4S

TRENTON

2

5* EAST INDIffS - INDIAN OCEAN

S’ouih«est Paciifie
(Western Section) Eastern Fleet Area Bast Indies-Philippines

RAMILLXES

VAL HE!. KSKERK 
ADELAIDE

CHILDS
£.B*PR .STOil

VAN GALEN 
J JERK HIDDSS

BILLFISE 
BONEFISfl 
CAMILLA 
CAPELIS 
CCD
MARSHAL 
POMPOM 
PUFFER 
TUNA
tisosa

K,l$
BLUEFI&I 
BGWFIff 
GREVALLE 
KINMffdH 
RASHER

BATTLER

SUFFOLK
SUSSEX
HAWKINS
FROBISHER

KEKYA
NEWCASTLE
MANCHESTER
CEXLOH
DAIAE
EMERALD

CAKTOJJ
GHITSAL
CARTHAGE

ALBATROSS

Approx 27

)

}
} On Patrol

} At Fr©mantis 
)
)
)

AS PEL IAS
AIRCRAFT (N.W.Area Only)
Fightera (incl. 27 twin-eng.) 166
Light & M/Bomber 3 55
SK/BOrabers 16
Flying Boats 12
Floatplanes 49
Transport £ Obsn. a/ c 3$

HITAKA
RYTJHO

ASBIGARA

) en route 
} Mandates

KD'MA
01
KITAGAMI
KINU

KASHII

KAMOI

1

10

6

«• 4 •



C .O .I .C British - MOST SECRET 
U .S .™  - S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
.SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

.Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

D A I L Y  N A V A L  S U M M A R Y

Part I: Allied and Eneiay Activity.
Part II: Allied and Ensay Order of Battle.

No. 689 Date:18 December, 1943

PART I.

At SOUTH WEST PAG I FIG AxILb.

1 , WORIH EASTERN AREA
(i) ALLISP FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Qo/lQt

(1) "STELLA” "POLARIS” ”SHEPPARTON” surveying !.Iorobe-IlUon Gulf area.
(2) ‘’SO. 7 3 1 escorting ;‘APC.1m departed Milne Bay 1600/16 for

Townsville ETA Grafton Passage 2000/18.
(o) ”CA3TLEM1M” departed Milne Bay p.m. 17 Dee* to investigate

submarine report received, from "CAPE MEARES” . ETA Grafton 
Passage 0700/19.

(4) mLITFG0vvm escorting, Convoy NT *68  ("MJNST* for Townsville* “MATTHEW
PLINDERS” for Calm s. ) departed Port Jaoreaby 1730/lV 
ETA Townsville 1130/20*

(5) ”XMS»32H5” SC.746 escorting ”BOHTEKOE” departed Port Moresby lGoQ/l7
en route Lae and Buna. ETA Lae 1700/19.

(6 ) ”'SMS *315” en route Cairns*
(7) wGOLAC” departed Cairns 1937/17 to render assistance to survivors of

"WAKAKA” at Stanley Is ., to search for lo missing and 
assist "i'ANGOLArt ashore on Corbett Re&f*

(8 ) ”GTMPIE” ”RATOOMj_:A” "GLADSTONE” escorting Convoy :I1n.192 (9 MV with
7 PT’s in to?#) dep. Townsville 1454/17.' jSTA destination, 
1400/20.

(9) WYP.291M was to depart Caloundra 1600/l? for Maotofty ESA 1300/l9
thence Townsville ETA 090c/21 thence Calms, Thursday Is. 
and ort Moresby.

(10) ”WARi.a<AMB00L” ”33.735” escorting Convoy LQ.36 (6  i-iV*a) departed
Port Curtis 1902/17 for irls1&ane"teTA 0415/19.

(11) ”WARREG0” escorting ”P3fR0” (AS) was to depart vicinity of Fitzroy la.
at approx 1800/16 ETA Milne Bay llOO/lB.

(12) nB/*1132n escorting Convoy TN.191 (”AM5T LO-.ELL” ) deoarted vidhity
of Fitzroy Is. a I approx 1000/L6 ETA Milne Bay IKx /lB .

(13) "SUSqpEEWA" departed Townsville 1527/15 ETA Brisbane 1930/18.
(14) ”C0UCAL” escorting US. Subs "RATON" and "RAY” from Milne Bay to

Darwin ETA Darwin 1051/18. ”C0UCALM then returns to Mine 
Bay escorted as far as Thursday Is. by ”PG*476"

(15) ”BblJDABER(J” departed Sydney 1629/14 for Brisbane.
(16) 6 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour;

Finschhafen

Lae

- Warships Aux. - PC.1131 SC.744 YMS's 53. 71 
Merchant Vessels? ”?0HN 0. BRADY” "COiiiAKA” ” JANE 

MOOREHEAD” “KOORAKA” ’’VAQUERQ”
-Warships & Aux. - YMS’ s 73, 313, 334 , 336 PC. 1121 

PC.1124 L.431 SC.745 ”ARAiAT (A--S) 
Merchant Vessels: ’’D.BARRY" HJ. ..tiAOKAT* "N0EUB*

” OZARK” ”'.im , E . CHASNIMG-”

- 1 -



Rlriwina

Moroba
Buna

Oro Bay

Woodlark la, 
Goodneough Is, 
Illlne Day

•  Warships & Aux, - SO.698 ML.816 
HOrchant Vessels: “P.B.OLSON"

« War ships & Aux, - "FOHTUHUS" (AOP)
- Warships & Aux, - SC.637 YMS.51 "YCffiAii" (ASIS) 

"TRINITY" (AO) " m s  WO" «POLLUX1* (AKS) 
■aSSKUH” (AP)

Merchant Vessels: "S.BEKSOtf"
- Warships & Aux, - SC * 734 

Merchant Vessels! ".S*M©Bm "J.EARL" "MOAkOA"
l?PAH0D« *mu PROUS’. " "J.R03S" " A. THOMAS" • 
"G.V.L.MHGER" "W.H'.POIBT" "C,S.SMITH**
’R. P. BARKER* "TJISIMME’1 "VAN SPILBERGEN"

- Her chant Vessels; "POLOAffiy&i" "TRIABGULUM*
- Herchant Vesselsi "ISOLATOR"
- Warships & Aux, « "AUSTRALIA0 "SHROPSHIRE” (CA) 

f|PHOENIX'® ^NASHVILLE" (CL) "MUUFORD" "BAGLEY" 
"LAMSON* "DRAYTON" "COSYSOHAM" "SMITH" "MAHAN"
* SHAW" "REID" "FLUSSSR" "ARUNTA" "WARRAMUHGA" 
"RALPH TALBOT" "HELM" (DD) "SANDS" "NOA"
BROOKS" "CROSBY" "KILTY" "STRING HAIiM "WARD** 

"DENT" "GILMER" "HUMPHREYS" (AH'))
S0»s 648, 6 oO, 699, 703, 736, 737, 738. 742 
SC’s 743, 747, 748, 750, 749, 981, 647, 982 
*fcTS!s 11, 49, 50, 52, 70, 314 YP»s 233, 233 
ML *3 424, 425, 427, 430, 431, 801, 806, 816 
ML*8 818, 819 PC's 476, 479. 1119, 1120, 1122 
2v LST’s 14 APC's 29 PT’s "RIOSI.* (Ali) 
"DOBBIN" (AD) "OHUS" "FULTON" (AS)
5R?INGDALB" (YDG) "AMICUS" (AliL) "WE&TRALIA* 

(APA) '’ CARTER HALL" (LSD) "LOOKOUT" (AC)

(iSotei SPECIAL OPERATIONAL MOVEMENTS OUT OF
"H IM  &ASTWT  SncE&i n — ~

Merchant Vessels: "H.L.ABBOTT" "ABIGAIL ADAMS” 
‘ c.ALDEN" "ANHUI" "BALIKPAPAN" "S,BAMBERGER"
I* .P. BARRY" "SIMON BOLIVAR" **BOMORfH1*
J .CABRILLO" "CAPS CLEARS" "CAPE AHBE" "j , 

OARrfOLL" "ESSO BALBOA* "P.A.LiLERS" "ETAMIN"
"I • H.FLANDERS" "GANYMEDE" "K.HAPGOOD" "S.GIRARE
f. J.IRfflXf" "t . c .lgwe" "a . p .likdbergh**

•jr.LYKES" "iAACTAN" "MIDWEST FARMER" "MORiiACDALE 
NAVIGATOR" "J,PALMERw "A.RJLVAILI" "J .S . 

SARGENT" "SIBIGO" WN, J.SINNOTT" STEW ART"
CHAS, P.STEINMETZ" "TBCUJSGSEH" "GENERAL 

VSR SPIJC K" !*E , N, WE STC CTT "
- Warships & Aux. - YMS's 6 ,  46. 47, 48 ML.426 

Merchant Vessels* "MAGNOLIA" "MULIAMA" "STAGEN"
SUVA " " A .D. WBITE"

- Warships & Aux. - "LATROSE" "FREMANTLE"
"COOTAMl! BDRA" (AMS)

Merchant Vessels: "ISLANDER" "BARVEL"
* Warships & Aux. •  "BROOME" "BUMBURY" "KAPUNDA"

S M E L L " (AMS) PC.477 YMS.72 SC. 732 YP.280 
YES.9 ML * s 803, 804, 805, 820 "PLATYPUS” (AR)

- Warships & Aux, - nSAi; PABLO5* (AVP)
^ Aux. - "STUART" (DD) "ROCKHAMPTON"

"WHYALLA" (AMS) "HERON" 
(A.P) KURUMBA (AO) "H .T ,ALLEN" *KANIMHLA"
(APA) ALGORAB" (AHA) ’’VICTORIA" "SHIKELLAMY"

J ^ m,’KCAM (AH) " BLm (AGO) SC. 741
PC.1123 ML,8 0 8 , 809, 821 YMS.10

(c) Proposed Movement

(1) **STUART" to depart Caloundra at 2000/l9 to RV at 1600/20 with
SEA PIKE in position 24°18»S 158°22»E and escort to Lady 

iilliotw Island whence "STUART" returns to Brisbane.

Por t Moresbv

Thursday island

Cairns

Townsville
Brisbane
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v (2) "COWRA" "SC#741" escorting ConvS? C:L,39 (15 ships)
to depart C&loundra 1600/19. After arrival Bustard Head

’’BALLARAT" proceeds Townsvillef ,,G0?<RA,t M SC #741" dstailed 
as escorts for Convoy L^#59«

(S) mMAKUKDAw Eli) Brisbane about 20 Dec. for Thursday Island and 
Port Moresby#

(4) wPC#1125* escorting S,33A SNIPE" to depart Brisbane 1000/19#

(ii) EM3MY- FORCES

(1) Buka»Boutf a inv11le •
(a) Photos Dec#17 show Buka, Bonis and fiallale strips 

unserviceable# Kara and Kahili were unserviceable on 
Decs. 16 but no coverage was made by photos Lec#17.

' Ten barges visible Buka Passage Dec.17 and 
another nine in Matchin Bay area,

(b) Dec#16, sixty Dauntless, 28 Avengers with 34 fighters 
escorting attacked a/ a positions at Bonis and Sohana 
Island destroying two heavy and several automatic gun 
positions. The escorting fighters also strafed Tenekau 
and Kieta. Three Dauntless were lost but several of the 
crew were rescued.

(c) Fourteen unescorted Liberators and five kitchella 
escorted by eight fighters, also attacked Buka Passage 
area forenoon Dec#16 while three attacked Bonis and 
Sohana Island. Photos Dec.16 show considerable damage 
to .Buildings in China tom #

(d) It was reliably reported Dec,16 that the overland 
evacuation of enemy troops from South Bougainville 
was believed to be commencing,

(2) Hew Ireland -

~Ta) At 1233/17 a Soupac aircraft reported three large, three 
medium and two small u /i  vessels in Kavieng Barbour#
One fighter was airborne and another observed taking off 
but no attackw as made,

(b) The same aircraft sighted an 80 foot barge loaded with 
troops at 1345/17 off the N# coast of New Ireland 
vicinity of Hama tan a i heading N,W. The barge wae set 
on fire and many paasengera killed by strafing#

' ' ) j.u33au Island - At 1208/17 a large southbound Merchantman was
, % reported 130 miles N# of Mussau island on course 110°.
(4) Be* Britain •

Ta) Arawe - .Further details of the initial allied landing 
operations at Arawe are to hand and set out In 
chronological form (see Naval Incident* attached).

!?o further report has been received concerning 
ground activity since Dec.16 when mopping up and 
consolidation was In progress.

At 1645/16, 8 Thunderbolts intercepted 12»15 
enemy fighters strafing allied ground positions at 
Arawe and destroyed four enemy aircraft and probable 
another one.

At 0816/17, 8 Thunderbolts encountered 2o»25 
enemy dive bombers escorted by 15 fighters also bound 
to attack allied ground positions. Our aircraft 
destroyed 7 cliv© bombers and 2 fighters.

At 1430/17 an enemy reconnaissance aircraft 
in the vicinity of Arawe was shot down by four of our 
patrolling Thunderbolts.

(b) At 0700/17 a large formation of u /i aircraft was 
reported over Open Bay heading S.W. Probably the same 
formation described as including more than 48 aircraft 
was reported shortly after passing Ubili area still on 
south westerly course,

At 0803/17 a smaller flight of enemy aircraft 
was reported in Ubili area on a similar course,

(c) Two Bostons and three Beaufighters made & barge sweeps 
along north and south coasts lew Britain afternoon Dec# 16, 
several barges were destroyed and damaged vicinity Cape

iSmSeri leaSt tV?° others W6?e Stacked vicinity Cape
- 3 -



X

•
(4) New Britain (Contd) -

(d) Bopgen Bay - Between 1355 and 1420/16 nine
Lirhbnings engaged a force of nine medium,bombers 
and 20-30 fighters 4 miles 3* of Borgen Bay, 
destroying three medium bombers and probably another 
one* The enemy aircraft remained entirely on the 
defensive during our attack»

(5) Cape Gloucester - The force of 54 Liberators attacking Cape
Gloucester afternoon Dec*16 reported approximately
7 small vessels (probably barges) vicinity Hatamo*

At 1205/17, 20 Liberators escorted by 14 
Thunderbolts again attacked k/k positions Cape 
Gloucester while 10 Mitchells also attacked targets 
this area. Details of attack are not yet to hand.

Sixteen patrolling Lightnings reported observing 
an enemy fighter taking off Mo, 2 strip at Cape 
Gloucester at 1705/17 and shot this aircraft down 
at 500 ft*

(6 ) Solomon Sea •  Early hours Dec.16 our PT boats shot down a possible
t four-engined enemy flying boat 3, of Gasmata#

(7) Wewak •  At 115c/l6 four patrolling Thunderbolts reported six enemy
medium bombers taking off from Boras strip,

(8 ) Bansa bay •  At 0800/l7, 20 barges and seven luggers were reported in
Bans a Bay,

(9) tlligan - At 0800./17, ten barges were reported in Harbour,
(10) Huon Peninsula •

~Ta) At 0114/17 a Navy Catalina attacked a large enemy 
surfaced submarine 85 miles H, of Sio heading W.tf. 
One bomb exploded 10 feet from the port quarter and 
a second scored a direct hit amidships* The 
submarine was probably destroyed and was last 
observed disappearing by the stern in a large area 
of oil,

(b) Between 1255 and 13lo/l6 one Liberator strafed twelse 
empty barges vicinity of Sio.

(c) Dec,16, heavy fighting was reported in progress by 
our ground troops between Lakona and Sanga iiiver,

(11) Coral Sea - At 113o/l7 an allied vessel reported being attacked by
a submarine 205 miles of Cooktown*

2, M)RTK € 3 :M B  AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea'to 12Qo/l8:

(1 ) 1 0  submarines on patrol,

(b) in Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux, •  ML*s 429, 815, 814 
Merchant Vessels,* ''COOLEBARn

3, SOUTH WESTERM AREA
( i ) ALLIclD FORGES 

_  (a) At Sea to 1200/l8}

™  (1) "VAN BEEMSXERK" escorting 14 BERM IT AGE!t departed Fremantle 1000/14, 
"VAH HEEMSKERB* tc escort till 1800/18.

!?! Exmouth Gulf 130o/l6 ETA Fremantle 0900/19,
(3) -J E-.283n departed Fremantle 115c/l5 ETA Exmouth Gulf p .a , Dec*18.



•  •
(b} In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TROiaf" (CL)
"VAH GALEN" (DJ,) “CHILDS" (AV) "HORSHAM* 
"jDUBBO" (AMS) "CHAHTICLEiR” (ASK) "ATREUS" 
(CM) '*WHIPPOGRWILLM (AM) "FELIAS" (AS) 
"ISABEL" (FT) SC*739 

Exmouth Gulf - Garshina & Aux. - "W.B.PRESrON" (AVD) "LARK" (AHi)

EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES 

(a At Sea to 120c/l8:

(1) "DBLQRAINE" "ABRAHAM CRIJNSSSN” ”TOWNSVILLE" "BALLARAT" escorting
Convoy CP*92 (5 MV) departed Sydney at 0755/16 ETA 
C a1oundra~T9 3 o/l 8 , "BALLARAT" to be detached off Cape 
Moreton and proceed to Townsville*

(2) !SIKVHRELL” (AMS) departed Port Phillip 1440/l6 for Brisbane ETA
0700/20,

(c ) In Harbour;

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - ”WATERS” {APD} "VENDETTA” (DD)
"GOULBURN” ”MORESBY" "KALGOORLIE" "PIRIE" 
"GEELONG" "ECHUCA" "GLENELG" ”WILCANNIA" 
WR0CKHAMPTOEw (AMS) "MANOORA” (APA) "HILO" 
"TULSA" (PG) "KYBRA" 'YANDRA1' "DOOMBA"
(A/S Vessels) "BUNGAioSE" (CM) "TASMAN" (API) 
GOLDSTAR" (AG) "MIZAR" (AF) ML»s 430, 802 

ML's 807, 817, 822, 823 
(Repairing, Refitting) - 51 HOBART” (CL)

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - “MILDURA" "WAGGA" “BENDIGO" (AMS) 
Westernport- Warships & Aux. •  "BIMGERA” (a/ s  Vessel)

NAVAL INCIDENTS

Arawe - A detailed suaaapy of the initial landing operations at Arawe 
during the first day, December 15, Is set out in chronological 
form as follows:-

15 December. 1945

o620 •  Aircraft in flight report saw landing party at ARAWE, 4 destroy
ers shelling beach at jetty at Araaut Plantation from 8 miles 
off shore, also Tllalo and Raumluan being shelled. Twelve 
barges moving towards shore sighted 10 miles off shore.
Three unidentified merchant vessels and three large 
transports, two destroyers and one cruiser heading 180 degrees 

b@inS shelled. Troops being landed at Hamlet Villa#  
0825 - Six B.25s arrived Arawe. Naval gunfire commenced prior to this 

hour*
0644 - Naval gunfire lifted. Leading Buffaloes just North of Pilelo.

Close supporting fire from rocket boats accurate and rapid.
0645 » One advance party lost equipment and supplies landing from

rubber boats and became non-effective as combat unit. 
Encountered some opposition. Rocket boats led initial waves 
in. One destroyer opened fire with a / a  against -unseen 
aerial target.

0700 •  Leading echelon of main body of task force preceded by air naval 
bombardment supported by rocket boats landed orange beach* 

0716)-* Six Li* 25s bombed and strafed pen insula j accurate results.
v ( )
0720 - Four P,38s appeared over Arawe, then proceeded East. All waves 

landing craft maintained good formation in approach#



#  •v<J724 - First wave arrived beach (Alligators and Miff aloes)
0730 - Second squad of B#25a arrived.
0756 - Second wave arrived beach (Alligators and Buffaloes)
0744 - Third wave arrived beach (Alligators ana Buffaloes)
0756 - Fourth wave arrived beach (Alligators and Buffaloes)
0808 - First LCV arrived)
0820 - Remaining LCVs still landing. Destroyer-escorted LCVa and IC .-s 

arrived off Pllelo. These 3hips still slowly stealing 
southeast of Plljelo awaiting signal to land, I'io opposition 
of any sort observed. Crew members reported they thought 
one destroyer was fired upon. All Alligators and Buffaloes 
got safely ashore# All ships and landing craft presented 
exceedingly vulnerable target to air attack from first 
light to 0820. Unoccupied rubber boats observed on east 
beach and at northwest tip Pilelo, Indicating landings 
accomplished as planned. Sea calm, Weather 4/iO  overcast. 
Visibility 15 miles.

0845 - Ten Betty’ s and 15 Oscars coming towards Ar&we from direction 
of Heir. Bay at 25,000 feet. They flew over Arawe Is . on 
southerly course and then went East. Our planes patrolled 
shipping at all times and ^ere not drasm away by enemv 
f Ighters.

0905 - Blue beach and harbour area bombed by 33 Jap aircraft. Allied 
warship which remained behind to cover small craft was 
attacked but received no damage. Other vessels were not 
attacked.

1148 » Final objective readied. Nil indication of opposition or 
casualties.
Director area broken to overcast, middle cloud with broken 
low cloud, light rain during early morning and late 
afternoon. Visibility fair. Wind calm to light northerly# 
Slight sea. Flying conditions fair. Total of 23w5 troops 
landed in director area,

1745 - Consolidating on final objective. Casualties estimated one
officer 28 EM missing, 3 officers 10 EM dead, 25 wounded. 
Sixty Japs dead. Ground troops shot down tŝ o enemy planes.

S1EMYVS PROBABLE KEXE kOVE

(1) Consolidation of defences Marshalls, Carolines, B^smarcks, Sorth 
coast lew Guinea, East Indies, Malayan areas.

{£) Constant effort to maintain maximum air and naval strength in
general Carolines, isarabalis, Bismarcks, Sew Guinea areas 
to off-set allied forms? d moves.

(5) Use of barges, submarines and destroyera for night transportation 
runs to forward areas,

(4) Continued use of submarines for reconnaissance and offensive patrol
duties in allied operational areas in  Pacific and Indian 
Ocean.

• “0Q0«»«»
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DAILY KAUAI. 3UMLIARY 

PART II

O&T SECRET
8 December,1943

ALLIED FORCSS

ALL IS! & ENEMY OffDER OF dAJTLE 

1, SOUTH & SOUTH WEST PACIFIC
ENEMY FORCES

•Houtriwe b t Pa elf ic 
(Eastern Section)

BB

CV

GY (E)

CA

CL

01,(1 )

XCL

A/Zeva

XAV/XCY

DD

AUSTRALIA
31220 PSH IRE

PHOBJfIX 
NISHVILLE 

* HOBART

South Pacific

VA3HINGT0N 
MA 3 SAC H USET T 3 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
ALABAMA

SARATOGA
ESSEX
bunee:? hill

PRINCETON
INDEPENDENCE

PRINCE WILLIAM
BRETON
ALTA.-lABA

COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MONTPELLIER 
ST, LOUIS 
SAN DIEGO 
SANTA PE 
MOBILE 

*  BIRMINGHAM 
x DENVER 
x LEANDER

HBBON
SAN PABLO 
HALF MOON

WARftASffBHGA
ARUNTA
HELM
RALPH TALBOT
STUART
VENDETTA
CONYNGHAM
BAGLEY
DRAYTON
FLU3SER
LAMSOM
MHAH
REID

WRIGHT 
BALLARD 
CHAN DELEUR

Approx 40

TTraSrSrcTks
Solomons

»1 :

'tfaroTIne?
Marshalls

TAMATO
■aUSASEI
KONGO
HAH UNA
NAGATO
MUTSU

ZUIKAKU
SliOEAKU

i ZUIHO 
RYUHO 
BITAHA

CBTTOSE
UKYO

CHOKAI
KUMANO
3U2UYA
TIKUMA

*  MOGAMI

NAXA ) 9 oo S£ 
X3U2U ) sunk 
HA GAR A)
NOSHIR0 
OYODO

*  AGAMO 
it i'UBAKl

KATORI

1 *2  (1 damaged'

*  NOi’ORO

25-30
(soam repairing

x Non-effective
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MOST SEUto*-
18 Deoem'oez*,!^.

liouthwest Picific' 
(Eas tern Be c tion } South Pacific

SS )
)
) On Patrol 
)
/
)

)

BALAO
GATG 
PESO
RI'DFIN 

HAT OK 
RAY

ALBACORE 
GbARDFISH j At Brisbane
SCAMP }

PT

ABA/APu/AKA

i3L*iC&j/ISI]

6 £

1I*T, ALLEN
MAJJOORA
1AT3STRALIA
KAl'IIm.BLA
ALGOHAB
GILMER
SAHDS
HUMPHREYS
BROOKS
KILTY
MOA
CROSBY
DENT
STRING HAM 
WARD
■.'/ate ;:; s

At Milne Bay 

Approx 90

10 APA
9 APD 
5 AKA

^ l.uCRAFT (Jj#E.Area Only)
Fighters (incl* 14 twin-eng,) 254
Light & M/Bombers 142
as/BOHbers 45

Flying Boats 2

Floatplanes 50

Transport & Obsn. A/ 0  13

TTsmarcE's"
Solomons

ALLIED FORCES
2. MORTBEBff PACI 'TO

TT&roTTne'
Marshall

20

AGO BLUE RIDGE

AS FULT OK ? V
OTUS

AD BOBBI* 1 1

# HlfiBL
PLATYPUS

PROMETHEUS-

CL DETROIT
HALEIGH

•
RICHMOND

AV/CVS
QJ 22
zn? 10
Is > —

EBEi/tY FORCES 

ABUKTJMA

AKITSUSRIMA
5

Approx 4 
1

<a 
&
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jgLiOST SECRET 
w .8 December, 1943

*7o. CENTRAL PACIFIC

ALL I ED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

BB

•

NORTH CAROL ISA
INDIANA
#EST VIRGINIA
COLORADO
MARYLAND
TENNESSEE
MISSISSIPPI .
HEW MEXICO
IDAHO
CALIFORNIA 
PENNSYLVANIA 

*  OKLAHOMA

ISE
YAtiASHIRO
PXJSO

m HYUGA (being Modernised)

CV ENTERPRISE 
YORK! (MB 
LEXINGTON

0 r(T)

CV(L) COW PENS 
BELLEAU -.VO OD 
MONTEREY

HOSHO 

x HAYATAKA

07(E) SHAKIEE 
SANGAMON 
CBENAS&O 
BARKES 
CO PAUSE 
CCRAL SKA 
CCRREBIDGR 
LONG ISLAND 
MISSION BAY 
NASSAU

* OIAXA
OHUYO (PoGs, sunk)

CA

•

iiALTI MORE 
BOSTOH 
CHESTER 
WICEIfA '
NEW ORLEANS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
PENSACOLA 
SAN FRANCISCO 
INDIANAPOLIS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
PORTLAND 

*  LOUISVILLE

TONE
AOBA

* MZOKO
* HAGURO
* NACHI 
m ATAGO
* TAEAO
* MAYA

00 A m 6
ri t

OAKLAND
HONOLULU 

x RENO 
j* CONCORD

TATSUTA
YAIJAGI (on trials) 
TAMA 

x KISQ
x NATORI

CL(T)
2 J2 ....
M b  vs 
XAV/XCV3
rar*.
5 3
A3

POCOMOKE
«*

Approx 35 
Approx 50 

?

KASMMA
6 - 7
CHIYOM (under conversion 

3 to ACV) 
Approx 30 
Approx 30 
2 {one repairing)

je Non •© f f © c t i ■ve 
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9k

dd

TREOTOH

2

4. SCUTIJ EASTERK PACIFIC

j i i  SECRET
W  Docember,1943

5, EAST INDIES - INDIAN OCEAN

Bl3

tjy(s)

CA

CL

•

CL(T)

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/aCVS

DD

''Sou^SFst^acIITc” 
(Western Section)

ADELAIDE

Eaatem Fleet Area East Indies-Plillippines
I" —  '■ ....... . ............. — m  '■■■■> |»»J— '■■■ — ............................. —

BAMILLIE3

BATTLER

SUFFOLK 
SUSSEX 
HAWKINS
FROBISHER

KENYA 
NEvfCASTLE 
MNCHE STER 
CEYLON 
DAME 
EMSRALD

CHILDS
&'.B*FRKSTOH

CAMTON
CHITRAL
CARTHAGE

ALBATROSS

AS

■. s ' "▼ - 
SE/Bombers
Flying Boats
Floatplanes

VAN GALEN Approx 27
TJERK BIDDES

3ILLPISH
\
i •>

EONEFISH )
CABRILLA 3
CAPELIN }
COD

v(
/’ On Patrol

MARWHAL )
POMPOM )
PUFFER
rpTT?,T/,

*
}
\

X Uj.V/4

TI NO 3 A
/
)

K . 1 S I
r ijTj ij' ■ i 0  ii * .

i

LOsVPIH
\
i At Fr ciaan tl e

GRE VALLE
\
/

KIHGFISH )
x vA s*> I FiUl £ )

PEL IAS
ea Only)
27 twin-eng. ) 168
3 55

16
m  12
49

. a/ c 39

ASEIGARA

KUidA
01

KITAGAMI
KINU

KASHII

KAMO I

1

10

8

- 4 -



.CO. I .C .

British - MOST SECRET 
U.S. - S E C R E T

GENERAL HE DQUARTERS 
SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

.Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

D A I L Y  N A V A L  S U M  M A R T

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity.
Part II: Allied and Eneay Order of Battle.

No. 690 Date ^9 December, 1943

VASSS I*

A. SOUTH VH 3T P &5M C  AREA

® l .  NORTH EAST™  AREA
---------- --- - (1) ALLIED ?CR05S

(a) 4 t Sea to 1 2 QoA§*

<1) "STBLLA* ,f?OLARISM "SSPFAKEQV” surveying Storobe-Btton Gulf area,
(2) "Y1S.335" *SC.746« escorting *BCKTEK02fi departed .Port Moresby 1030/17 

en route Lae and Buna ETA Lae 1700/19#
13} "5EBS* 11" "SC.75C* escorting "BALIKPAPA111 departed Milne Bay 1200/l7 

for Lae ETA 1200/19,
(4) "ML.428" departed Milne Bay 0630/18 for Port Moresby was due 063G/19.
(5) "COLAC" departed Cairns 1937/17 to render assistance to survivors of

%ANAKA" at Stanley Is*, to search for 10 asissing and 
assist "MAMGGLA" ashore on Corbett reef*

(6 ) “CALEDONIAN SALVOR" (ARS) rendering assistance to "ISAVQOLA" ashore
*>n Corbett Reef*

(7) "ML.802!t departed Gairns 0743/18 to RV with "KAFUKDA" rendering
assistance tc !f JULIEI1 DUBUQUE" aground vicinity Gibson Reef.

(8 ) "cafMPIE" "GLADSTONE* nSTA»ELL" escorting Convoy TI.192 ("C O T  OF PORT
WORTH11 J.M,CLEMEHT3" "COLORADO”' '"K]58SSRfIr""LtJDDIHGTOE” 
"AMBROSE PI HCEn *C.M .RUSSELL" "G*STIRLING" "WILLIS VAN 

A  MVVVSfcB* and 7 FIs in tow) dep. Townsville 1454/17.
ETA destination 1400/20 (see Kaval Incidents)*

(9) ^8G*731" ©3 005?tin"; "APC.l" departed Milne Bay 1600/l6 for Townsville
were due Grafton Passage 2000/l8.

(10) "KASOOMBA” "BUKBURY'* escorting Convoy TN*193 (3At?SOM BURLINGA/JE”
"CANBERRA” 'VAN OUTHOliSFJ were to depart vicinity Fitzroy Is. 
at 1500/18 for Port Moresby STA 1300/21.

(1 1 ) "YP.291” was to depart Calouridra 1600A 7 for Mackay ETA 1300/l9 thence
Townsville ETA 0900/21 thence Calms, Thursday Is, and 
fort Moresby.

(12) "COUCAL" escorting US, Subs "BASOV" and "RAY" from Mine Bay to
Darwin were due Darwin 1031/18. "COUCAL” then returns to 
Milne Bay escorted as far as Thursday is, by "PC*476".

(13) "BUHDABERG* departed Sydney 1629/14 for Townsville ETA 1400/l9.
(14) "YMS.S15" en route Cairns,
(15) '* PC. 1123" escorting "SEA SNIFE" was to depart Brisbane at 0630/l 9 . 

"XBfSWEEL* CAMij deear ted Pert Phillip 1440/16 for Brisbane ETA
Q  0700/20.

(17) f ARRNAMBOGL" "DELORAIKE" "ABRAHAH CRIJ&S3EN" escorting Convoy P',.92
'8  11N) were to depart Brisbane 1200/19 for Sydney*

(18) 6 subffl&riEes on patrol*

(b) In Harbour 1

Finschhafen - Warships & Aux* •  PC. 1131 SC. 744 BIS * a 53, 71
ISirchant Vessels* *JBXV 0*BftAD¥" "COMARA" "JAKE 

MOORBHEAD* "koqraka" "VAQUERO"

- 1 -



La©

Eiriwina

Morobe
Buna

oro Bay

Woodlark Is, 
Goodenough Is, 
Milne Bay

Fort Moresby

• Warships h Aus, - TMS's 73, 313, 354, 336 PC*1121
PC,1124 S&*431 SC,745 "ARARAT (ASS)

Merchant \Tesselsj *D,BARKY" ,s J.^.MACBAY" "IOBAB" 
"QSARK** "HI. E , CRANKING"

• Sifar ships & Aux. •  SC,693 ML.816 "■OKI"
Merchant Vessels! ®P,B, DL SOL!"

» Warships & Aux, - sPGHT0MS!’ (AGP)
• Warships & Aux, - SC ,637 YMS*5l "YUNKAN" (ASIS)

"TTiXNITY" (AO) “PINS WO" <!P£>miX!» (AKS)
(a p )

Merchant Vessels i n3.BESSON”
• Warships « Aux, - SC*734 .

Merchant tasselsi "W.S.LADD" "J.BA.tL” wM0AM0A"
'’PARCD8 PROUSE H "J.ROSS* "A ,i :« A S "  
*‘&.V,L.J®IER* "W.H.POIBT* "C.E. SMITE* "R .F . 
WARNER* "TJISIDAHE" "VAN SPILBSRGEM"

> Merchant Vessels? "TRIAHGULUB"
Merchant Vessels* "ISOLATOR"
War1 sMps & Aux, - "AUSTRALIA” "SHROPSHIRE*5 (CA) 

"PHOENIX” "M  SEVILLE" (CL) "HUTCHINS" "DALX" 
"AESgg" "BEALE" " BUSH” ’̂ MGLEf*
"lam son” "mahan"
"SHAW* "REID" "FLUSSKR" "ARUNTA" ®WARHAMl;NGA"
"ralfb talbot " "eelh" (dd) "sands8 "noa" "brooks”
"CILOSBJT" *KILTt" " SSRI NGHAM11 "sfAUD* *DENT"
"GILMER" "HUMPHREYS* (APB) SC»s 648, 650, 647 
SCrs 705, 736ft 737, 738, 742, 743, 747, 748, 749 
SC1s 9E1, 982 YMS's 49,50,52, 70, 314 
YP»a 232, 236 ML‘s 818, 812, 424, 425, 427, 430 
ML’s 421, 801, 806, 816 PC’s 476, 479, 1119,1122 
PC, 1132 25 LSTa 14 APCs 29 Pis "EIGEL" (AR) 
"DOBBIN" (AD) "OTUS" "PULTON* (AS) "SPRINGDALE" 
(YDS) "AMYOUS" (ARL) "WESmfcLIA" (APA)
"CARTER BALL** (LSD) "LOOKOUT"(AG) "FZHO" <AE)

(Meto* SPECIAL OPERATIONAL MOVEMENTS OUT OF 
wtlLNE BAX HQt SHC^lfrr~------ --

Aterchant Vessels* "3 ,L ,ABBOTi’" "ABIGAIL ADAMS11 

*’J.ALDilM'" "ANHUI" "S.BAI&BERGER8 nD*P,BAHK3r"
"SIMON BOLIVAR* "BOSWORTH" "J.CABRILLO" "CAPE 
CLEARS’* "CAPE A M E ” " J, CARROLL*1 11 ESSO BALBOA" 
P*A.EILBRS" "ETAMIHtt "G.H.FL&KDIKS" "GANYMEDE* 
N.HAPC-O0D" "S .GIRARD* "P*J , IR#IMB "I,C  .LOSE"
AKY LOSEJX" "A.P.LIEDBERGH" "J.LFCES" "MACTAN" 

"MIDWEST PARMER" "MORMACDALE” NAVIGATOR”
ffp0L°ANEAH'1 "A ,RAVALLI" "J,S.SARGHNT" 

"H.J.SINNOTT* "STAGED* "M.M.STEfART" 
OKAS. P,STEIN1I2TZ" "fECUMSEH"* "GENERAL VPtSPIJCK* 

"E.I*,»23TCOTT"
Warships & Aux, - YMS’s 8 , 46, 47, 48 ML*486

--- "MAGNOLIA" %ULIAMA” "STAGEN" "
"A.D,S¥EIfE«

Merchant Vessels? SUVA*

Thursday Island - Warships & Aux. - "LATKOBE* "FRMAJMTLE6 "COOTAMUNDRA*
(AMS)

Merchant Vessels* "DARVEL" "DUNDULA* "TULAGI"
- Warships & Aux. - "BROOKE" (AMS) PC.477 IMS,78. 9 

SC*732 YP.280 ML's 803, 804, 80S. 820 
"PLATYPUS0 (AR)

- Warships &  Aux, - "SAN PABLO” (AVP)
- Warships & Aux. - "STUAKI" (DD) "BALLARAT* 

ROCKHAMPTON" "COWBA” "SWAlv" "BOWEN" "WHYALLA"

(AVF) '’p'RU^BA'' "SU3QUSHAKNA" (AO) 
w.i.ADixEN* "KAIf I1BLA" (APA) "ALGO iAB" (AKA) 
VICTORIA" "SKTEELLAMY" (AO) "MANUNDA" (AH)
BLUE i’IDGE" (AQC) SC*s 735, 741 PC,1123 

^ ‘ 3 808, 809, 321 YMS.lO

Cairns

Townsville
Brisbane

- 2 -



(c)proposed Movements:

(1) ”STUART” to depart Caloundra at |000/X9 to RV at IS0 0 /2 0  with
”SEA PUGS'5* in position 24°18*S 158°22»E and escort to 
Lady Elliott Is# whence ”STUART” returns to Brisbane.

(2) "GOTHA w ,!BALLARAT” "30,741” escorting Convoy uj-,.39 (17 snips
including "BLUE BIDGE" (AGO) " VICT OKI A (AO) ) to depart 
Caloundra 1600/19. After arrival Bustard Head BALL A. < AT 
proceeds Towasvill# J "COWriA" "SC,741” detailed as escorts 
for Convoy LQ,39.

(3) "BOWEN” escorting ’’Ktf;J :" (AD) to depart Caloundra 1800/21 for 
Townsville. On arrival Lady Elliott Island, ships proceed 
independently.

(4) "LATROBg” escorting !'TULA0I” to depart Thursday Island 1900/19
for Darwin IfA 1430/22#

(5) "FREMANTLE" escorting H”DIL0A” ”Y .4" "DUUDULA" to depart Thursday Is
1500/lS for Darwin ETA 1730/24*

(6 ) "MAHTTKDA* LTD Brisbane about 20 Dee, for Thursday Island and Port
More shy*

(8 )

) Choiseul

(11) EKEMY FOaCES

15G0/17, 5 Venturas bombed and strafed enemy concentrations 
at Poro Pore and Terykukure (H.W* Choiseul),

Buln Base •
(a ) l030/l7, 13 Mitchells bombed MaLiai on Shortland, starting 

four small fires,
(b) 1200/l7, 54 Dauntless and 28 Avengers dropped 60 tons of 

bombs on Ballale runway and a/a positions, starting two 
small fires in bivouac area, probably damaging three A/A 
p i s .  Photos show 31 new craters on the runway.

(3) Empress Augusta Bay -
-- Tal I^067t7, 6 Mitchells )

1500/l7, 6 Dauntless )
and € Avengers )

bombed and strafed 
f&tupena Point.

4

(4) Buka -

Thirteen native type huts were destroyed.
(b) Dec#17, allied infantry advanced 500 yards in an actack E# 

of the Torokina Kiver, and found numerous dead Japanese 
claimed killed by preliminary artillery bombardment#
40-60 foxhole-s,, believed evacuated during tha preceding 24 
hours, were found#

The attack is continuing in the N.E. sector of the 
bridgehead, where the enemy is surrounded on three sides,

(e) Reliable reports on Dec*17 state that small parties of 
Japanese in poor condition have attempted to escape from 
the Torokina area by way of the Fuuaa tram track and that 
the ma^orltyhave been killed.

(d) Might Dec.l7/l8 PT boats strafed and bombarded with mortar 
fire the Jaba Rivsr mouth#

(e) Dec#IB, two enemy aircraft bombed an anchorage at Torokina 
Point, causing minor damage and casualties.

*

(5)

(a) Dec.17, four Corsairs strafed and fired numerous huts along 
the E# coast of Buka Island#

(b) Sight Dee.17/18., two barges 6 miles W# of Buka Passage were 
attacked by PTs which sank one and set the other on fire# 
After burning for half an hour it exploded#

Fir© from Automatic weapons and a larger gun *'as encounter
ed from the shore, and a floatplane ineffectually bombed 
th© PTs.

(c) 0005/18, a Beaufort received indications of six vessels 10 
miles W* of Buka Passage# These may have been b«r ges,

(d) 1 2 2o/l8 , three fighters ineffectually attacked a soupac 
Liberators 52 miles 1,S#W# of Buka Passage#

(e) 0600A9, one unidentified ship 15 miles S.lf, of Buka Passage 
was sighted by aircraft.

Key? Ireland -
(a) 0505/18, an enemy submarine on course 140° was attacked by a 

Soupae aircraft 15 miles I .E . of East Cape, The target 
disappeared.

- 3



(5) Hew Ireland (Cont.d) •
^'(UTl^Xo/V7, a patrolling aircraft dropped 2 x 5G0lD#bombs

on the runway at Ilamatanai, Ho aircraft wore sighted.
(6) HUssau Island •  1206/17, on© unidentified enemy vessel, probably

a destroyer, on course 110 , 130 miles N* of Cape 
Siemens, was unsuccessfully attacked by a patrolling 
Liberator#

This vessel w as previously reported to be a 
large merchanfoaan*

(7) Cape Ho skins - 0940-0950/18, Gape Hoskins runway was bonbed by 37
Liberators escorted by 24 Lightnings causing explosions 
and fires in dispersal areas,

(8) A? awe •  (a) Dec*17, allied  forces supported by artillery fire occupied
Arawe ana despatched patrols towards Arawe strip*

The enemy dead to date totals 71 dead.
A quantity of arms, food and clothing were 

abandoned in a dump by the enemy driven from Arawe*
(to) 0100-Q315/17, 12 bombing and strafing runs over allied 

positions at Arawe ,verc made by enemy aircraft*
(c ) 0815/17, a total of ten enemy aircraft were destroyed by 

eight thunderbolts (9 only were previously reported)•
(d) 1145/1&, 16 Lightnings destroyed 5 of 30»40 fighters.
(©} 0935/16, five enemy aircraft on course 3*2. were sighted

30 miles H«*f*W. ©f Arawe*
(?) Enemy losses In the interception by 16 Lightning# £5 miles 

3* of Eleanora Bay have been re»assesaed as six aircraft*
(9) Ubili - 1420/17 and 090o/l8 small flights of unidentified aircraft

flew S*W* over Ob H i .
(10) Cape attaching •Dec.18, a small boat was sighted by aircraft §  nile .

from the mouth of the Itnl River*
(11) Cage Cflou.ceater*BorK®n Bay •

(a) 1555/17, i-'i" Mit c he 11 s bombed Target Hill#
(b) Dec. 18, preliminary reports show that £5 Liberators,

49 Mitchells, and 12 Marauders dropped 247 tons of bombs 
on Gape Gloucester aerodrome especially Ho, 2 runway, gun 
positions and on Bergen Bay barge hideouts and coastal" 
tracks, with excellent results* The main runway was left 
■unserviceable, stores were destroyed and f i r .3 were started 
with billowing clouds of black smoke*

(c) 2336/17, a Liberator attacked?

2 unidentified vessels Course last
2 sea trucks 50 miles K# of Cape

Gloucester.
^  A direct hit with a 1000 lb* bomb was scored on one
A  % sea truck which is claimed sunk*
^ l2) Vitiaz Stya.lt •

(a) I'34l/l7, an Esstbound l>inah flew over Long Island*
(b) 0205/18, a flight of aircraft, course 130°, flew over the 

island*

(c) 1116/18, a. large eaatbound flight of aircraft wag sighted 
over Long Island,

(13) Ilansa Bay •  0600/17, Klttyhawks reported two flights of four or
five unidentified aircraft heading M.w* from Sanaa Bay#

(14 j Huon gen insula

~ (a) o7lo/l?, a well camouflaged, 'barge was strafed by thyee 
Aircobrag at Beias Point (So miles W# of Sio).

(b) 114? A 7, 9 Mitchells borabed and strafed Sio villa e and 
Baa&arlwa River asouth#

Cc) 1710/17, 4 Aircobras strafed and destroyed 4 barges at 
, . Reias Point arid 4 at Kelaua Barbour (10 miles S.E# of Sio).

•
(d) 2015/17, a possible submarine on course 135° was indicated 

5 milsa off Gneissnau Point*
(e) Bight Dec*17/l8, a southbound submarine was sighted 3 miles 

E* or Tolokiwa Island*
(f) 0840-0910/18, 23 Bostons bombed and strafed camp and dump 
t \ ^ uc^s3? P°i^t causing widespread destruction# 
sg) 0910/1 it a stbraarine which submerged on course 90° was

aircraft 45 stiles S.E. by S# of Finschhafen*
(h) An allied force has crossed the Sanga River and is advancing 

nor thwards•

* 4 «•



•  •
(15) Woodlark Island. - 053G/17 •  an air raid warning was sounded.

'r--- ---  0650A 7 - all clear.
Ar. unidentified aircraft approached from the 

north and then proceeded towards Milne Bay.
(16) Prince of Wales Island -1035/16* a floating mine, antennae type,

*“ was f*ound on Prince of Wales Island (3. of Thursday Is#

* NORTH WESTERS AREA
— —  ~  (I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to lgooA9;

(1) 10 submarines on patrol.

(b) in Harbour:

Darwin •  Warships & Aux. - Ifflu's 429, 814, 815 
Merchant Vessels: "COOLSBAR”

'113 BHEMY FORCES

(1) Putoh Mew Guinea -
(a ) Kaimana t At 1053/17 one small coaster and two other 

small vessels were reported this area,
(°- Utarom? Two Liberators attacked II tar ora strip forenoon 

Dec.17. . The runway was reported serviceable and 15 
heavy A/A guns located near the strip*

(cl Bfman islands Three Catalinas attacked the air strip 
night bee.17/18.

(S) Aroe Islands - Three Liberators attacked Trangan Island noon
Tie a ,17. The runways were reported unserviceable. One 
small vessel was-sighted E. coast Wokam Island*

(5) Taberfane -Two Catalinas attacked this area night Dec,17.
(4) ’lranimbar » Fhotos Selaru airfield Dec.17 reveal nil aircraft but 

four active k/k positions E. of runway,
Timor •  Two Hudsons attacked Manatuto night Dec.17 starting fires.

Ill  shipping was reported.

SOUTH WESgRRfl AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/193

(1) "VAN HEEIpKERK*' escorting ”HERMITAGEM departed Premantle loonAd  

0o“ ^ “ K" t0 eaCOTt t n l  ^ i ^ n p l o o Z l 4'

(I) ^ 1 * 1  l ra,OUtf , GuX* »«• due Fremantle 0900/19.

(b) la Harbours

Fr.manUe - ■’ •Mhlpa & *m. .  •umAOK' "TaOHP" <CL> "VAN GAUHCtt®}
DUB BO' (AMS) * CHANTICLEER" (A3R) "ATRETTa" 

£ $ n ' ! EI* ™ m i L '  (AM) "PKLIASH <AS> “ISABEL" (PY) 

Exmouth Gulf - Warships \  Aux. - !‘W*3.PHEST0H« (AVD) ttLARKM (AM)
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(a) At Sea to 120Q/19:

(1) "ROCKHAMPTON" "EC HUG a" * Pin IS* "BUNGAKEE" escorting Convoy GP»93 
(5 KV) wore to depart Sydney 0800/l© for Brisbane* On ~ 
arrival Gaps Mora ton "BUNGARES” and "FIR IE11 to detach; 
"PIRIS" to escort "BUNGAKEE" to Lady Elliott Is. thence 
proceeding independently to Townsville.

(b) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "WATERS” (APD) "VENDETTA" (DD)
*G0ULBURNb **MORESSXm "ICALGOCRLIE" "GEELONG" 
"GLEHELG” "WILCAtfNIA" (AMS) ’‘MANOORA" (APA) 
“HILO" "TULSA" (PG) "KYBRA" "YANDRA" "DOOMBA" 
(A/S Vessels) "TASMAN* (AH) "GOLDSTAR” (AG) 
“SIZAR" (AF) ML»s 430, 802, 807, 817, 822, 823 

(Repairing, Refitting) - "HOBART" (CL)
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "MILBURA* wWAGGAH "BENDIGO"(AMS) 
Westernport •  Warships & Aux. - "BINGERA" (A/s Vessel)

4 . EASTERN & S '- P M  AR;A

(i) ALLIED FORCE3

KAVAL INCIDENTS

Bouralnvilie Reef - "GLADSTONE" BAMBROSE PIERCE" "CITY OF FORT 
.'voRTH" "COLORADO" ex Convoy TN«192 ran abound on 
Bougainville Reef. "CASTEEklAl'Ni^ ,,LITHGOffn "WARREGO" 
despatched to render assistance. At 0640/l9 "GLADSTONE" 
and the three MVe were reported to have been refLoated 
and despatched to Cairns#

ENEMY* S PROBABLE NEXT MOTE

(1) Consolidation of defences Marshalls, Carolines, Blsmarcks, worth 
coast New Guinea, East Indies, Malayan areas,

(£) Cons rant effort to maintain maximum air and naval strength in
general Carolines, Marshalls, Bismar cks, How Guinea areas 
to® off-set allied forward moves*

(3) Use of barges, submarines and destroyers for night transportation
runs to forward areas.

(4) Continued use of submarines for reconnaissance and offensive patrol
duties in allied operational areas in Pacific and Indian 
Ocean,

— 0O0—



• MOST SECRET 
1

DAILY HAVAL 3 Ui.iMARY 

PART - II

"19 December,1943

ALLIED FORCES

ALLIED £ ENEivlY 1 ORDER OF BATTLE 

I «SOVJTIi & SOUTH WEST PACIFIC
ENEMY FORCES

i’aciilo ’ '..... "T1 Sismarcka
(Eastern Section) South Pacific Solomons

Carolines 
Marshall 3

BB

? N t r  O v’

c v (l )

CV(£)

CA

CL

CL(T) 

'KG L 

AV/CV;

xav/ xcvs

DD

HUTCHINS
DALY
AMMEN
BEALE
BUSH

AUSTRALIA
SHROPSHIRE

PHOENIX 
M SEVILLE 

* HOBART

»A3IIIM?T0N 
MASSACHUSETTS 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
ALABAMA

SARATOGA
ESSEX
BUHKER KILL

PRINCETON
INDEPENDENCE

WINCE iST nx IAI. 
BRETON 
ALTAMAHA

*

COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
l.IONT PELL IER
HONOLULU
ST. LOUIS
SAN DIEGO
SANTA PE
MOBILE
BIRMINGHAM
DENVER
LEAHDER

HERON 
SAN PABLO 
HALF MOT N

37AR2AHUNGA
ARUNTA
HELM
RALPH TALBOT
STUAliT
VETOTTTA
CONYNG lIA.-i
BAGLEY
DRAYTON
PLUSHER
LAM30N
MAHAN

REID

WRIGHT
BALLARB
CHANDELEUR

Approx 40

YAMATQ
BfJSASHI
KONGO
HARUNA
NAGATO
MTTT3U

zuisaku

SHOKAEU

2UIH0
RYUHO
HITAiCA

CHIT 032 
UNYO

CHOKAI 
KUIvIANO 

3U2UYA 
TIKUMA 

jc MOGAMI

NAKIA )
ISUZU ) 2 poss, 
KAGARA) sunk
NOSKIRO
OYODO

* AGANO
* YUBARI

EATORI

1 -2 (1 damaged)

*  NOTORO

3

30
(some repairing)

*  1 on-©fr«ctlve



: £ r  moAET
19 December, 1945.

Southwest Pacific 
(Esstorn Section) South Pacific

BALAO
GATO
PETC
RSDFIls
RAT OH
BAY
SCAUP

)
)
)
) On Patrol 
)
)

FT

apa/ a-p / aka

ALBAOCRB }
GUARPFTSH)

BLAOKl'118H 

62

II. T. ALL EH
MHO ORA
WSST3ALIA
KANIMELA
ALGO! LAB
GILMER
SAB'DS
HUMPHREYS
BROOKS
KILTY
NO A
CROSBY

Si'll :;l
'SARD
water :

At Brisbane 

At Milne Bay 

Approx 80

10 APA
3 APD 
5 AKA

AOC

A3

AD

AR

BLUE iB 

FULTON
o r u s

BOBBIN

RIGEL
PLA5YPTij O

AI b  ,AFT (W.B.Area Only)
Winters (incl.14 twin-eng)
LiRht & U/ Bombers
SE/Boflibers
Flying Boats
Floatplanes
Transport « Obsn. a/ c

JPf:
DD

VS

AS

ALLI ,B FO.iC-̂ 3

DETROIT
:iAL-:i.'B
iaGMtOW)

10

PROMETHEUS

254
142
45

2
50
13

Bismarcks
Solomons

Carolines 
Wars .alls

2. fl CRT HERB PACIFIC

20 20

.̂ BIBBF : -’OBOES 

ABUKUMA

AXTTSTJ3HIMA 
• 3 " 

Approx 4 
1



^ IQ S T  SECRET
^P.9 December, 1943.

3. CENTRAL PAGIV10

BB NORTH CAKGLINA 
IPDIMA  
WEST VIRGINIA 
COLORADO
mari& and

TENNESSEE
MISSISSIPPI
HEW MEXICO
idah o

CALIFORKIA 
PENNSYLVANIA

*  OKLAHOMA

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

XSiE!
YAMASHIRO
PUSO

* HFUGA (being modernised)

CV ENTERPRISE -

CV (T )

Y ORKTOwN 
LEXINGTON 

•• HOSEO

OV(E)

C OiVPEHS X HAYATAKA

HSLLEAU WOOD 
MONTEREY

SUWANNEE n OTA KA

CA

SANGAMON 
CHEKAMG0 
BAR IS 3 
GOPAEEE
CORAL SEA 
CORREGIDOR 
LONG ISLAND 
MISSION PAY 
NASSAU

BALTIMORE

CHUYO (Poss, sunk) 

TONE
BOSTON AOBA
CHESTER X MYOKO
WICHITA H HAGURO
FEW ORLEANS a NAG HI
MINNEAPOLIS . h. ATAGO
PEI SAC OLA 3i TAKAO

•

OCA

SAN FRANCISCO X LAP A
INDIANA OLIS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
PORTLAND 

*  LOUISVILLE

6

CL OAKLAND TATSUTA
* REKO Y Ail AO I (on trials)

CL (T )

31 COiiCPRD
n
M

TAi IA 
KISO 
NATORI

KASHIMA
XCL - e - 7

J ^ 7 cv-, POCOMOKE CEIYODA (under conver
- 3 to ACV

Approx 35 Approx 30
"SI Approx 50 Approx 30
lo 9 2 (one re pa ir ing)

m Non-effective



•3T SECRET 
‘December, 1945.

4. SOUTH EA3THRH >ACIFIC

CL

i>d

TTCsirroN

2

SB

CV (r )

CA

CL

AS

5, LAST INDIES - INDiA^ OCSAfr

Southwest Pacific 
(-..Vestam section) Eastern Fleet Area East Indies-Philipplnea

CL (T)

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DP

ADELAIDE

v HILiiS
W« B«PRESTOF

VAH GALEIT 
TJERK HIDDES

RA.MILLIES

BATTLER •

SUFFOLK 
SOSSEX 
HAWKINS 
FROB1S1ER

KENYA
.NEWCASTLE
MBCHE3TER
CEILOK
DftHAE
EMERALD

CASTON
CKITRAL
CARTHAGE

ALBATROSS

Approx 27

BILLFISH ) ?
;-;OHEFISII )
CAjBRIlLA 5
CAPELIN

V

) On Patrol
MAR ft'HAL )
POMPOM \

}
PUFFER \

I
KISGFISH )

K*12 )
BL0EFI8H ]£
tiOfFIN )
COD ) At Fremantle
G-REVALLE }
RASHER \

i
TIX03A )

PEL I A3

•
IRCRAFT (IT.ft.Area Only) 
ifhiera {incl.27 twin-eng*) 
Ligjbt & M/Soabers 

SE/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport & Obsn, a/q

1S8
55
16
12
49
59

ASHIGARA

KUMA
01
KITAOAMI
KINU

KASHII

KAMO I

1

10

©
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- MOST SECRET 
- S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

.Combined. Operational Intelligence Centre

D A I L Y  N A V A L  S U M M A R Y

Part I: Allied and Eneay Activity.
Part II: Allied and Energy Order of Battle.

No. 691 Date; 2 0  »# 1943

a . aougBWEsa pacific area

® 1 .  KORTK BA8TBHK AREA

PAH! I.

(1) ALL H P  fflPHCES

(1(2
(3)

(4)

(5)

( 6 )

8 )

(9)
UlO)
' {11 )

i ! 2 )

a s )

a 4 )

a s )

[16) 

{17) 

(18)

(a) At Sea to 12Q0/gQi

"STELLA" ”POLARISM "SB1FPARTOH* surveying Morobe-Huon Gulf area. 
”¥MS,335« ”SC.748” escorting ”BONTEKGE” departed Port Moresby 

1030/17 en route Lae and Buna. Ware due Lao 1700/19.
»yMS*lI” »SC.-7&0" escorting ”BALIEPAPAH” departed Milne Bay 1200A7

for La® ETA 12Qo/l9.
"SC.650” "SC.748” escorting ”Y .6 ” "J.SAHGENf* departed tviilne cay 

©530/18. ETA "3 .6 *  Lae 2330/19, ”J.SARGBHT Finschhafen
oi00/ 20• M ^

”80.744” asfi”£HS.53” escorting "J.flt.BfUUPI* departed Finschhafen 
1735/17 for Mill© Bay. Were due 0700/1®.

”30,749” escorting *1SBLCRA” departed Buna 1045A 3 for Finschhafen.
Were due 0900/19. , .

"ARARAT® departed Lae 0001/19 EfA Mil a© Bay 1200/20. ,
"ML.428” escorting "AtTOKEMT J>. WHITE* departed Port Moresby l<d45/19 

ETA Milne Bay 1230/21.
H0ALS3)DHIAM SALVOR” (ARB) departed Thursday Is . 0725/1?'.
”C0LrCAL” (ASK) en route Darwin to Milne Bay.
"LATROBE” escorting "TOLAGI” departed Thursday Island 1700/19 for 

Barwin ETA 1530/22.
”FRBMA1TLB® escorting Convoy TD.39 (”BILGAtt "LUTOLA") was to depart 

Thursday Is. iSoOA® ToFl^arwin ETA 1730/24.
"GISIPIE” "GLADSTOME” "STAftILL” escorting Convoy TB.102 ("CITY OP FORT 

WGRTF” 8J.II.CLEMMTS” “CGLORABO” wtiXJDDIHGTONn
"AMBROSE PIERCE” ” G.M.RTFSSELLR "G.STIRLING" "WILLIS VAN 
BSfBVSKR* and 7 FTs in tow) dep. Townsville 1454/17.
3TA destination 1400/20 (see Kaval Incidents).

"COLAC* afser rendering assistance to "WAHAKA” and “HANGOLA" departed 
Eden Reef 1615/19 ETA Cairns 1200/20. "BAH&C&A* proceeding 
Cairns ETA 1800/20. „

”KATOOMBA” ^BTMBGRY” assorting Convoy TI.193 ("AISOM BORLHTGAME
"0AS3ERRA* "VAH OIFTHOKI” ) ^©par'fcedTvicinity Fitzroy Is. at 
l5:>o/l9 for Port Moresby ETA 1800/21.

”WARREGO" escorting Conwy M . 49 ("GEMBRAL YERSPIJCK” ”SIBIGO” ) 
departed Milne Bay IfiloAs 3TA Townsville 1300/21.

”SC.731” do-aarted Townsville 1845/15 for Gairns for docking. Was 
due' IQS0 / 2 0 .

"COWRA” "BALLARAT” "SC.741” escorting Convoy QL»39 (15 ships including 
! WBLUE hIDGE” (A3C) ’’VICTORIA” i&O)) rted Caloundra 1830/19 

ETA 0 2 0 0 /2 1  at Bustard Head where “VICTORIA” and "BALLARAT" 
proceed Independently to Townsville. ETA "BALLARAT” 1600/22, 
"VICTORIA” Dec.23, "COWRA” "SC.741” detailed as escorts for 
Sonvo y Lft.39. ■
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(19) ”YP. 291?s was to dapart Caloundra 1600/17 fop isackay ETA l«300/l9 thence
Townsville ETA 0900/21 thene© Cairns, Thursday Is . and Ft.

Moresby. „
(20) "ROCKHAMPTON” fiECHUCA" ”?IRIEtt nBT7NGAREE escorting Coavoy OP. 93

(4 MV) departed Sydney 0912/19 for Brisbane ETA 1900/21.
On arrival Cap© Breton ”BtJH9ARE2f‘ and M?IRIE" bo detach:
”PIRIE* to escort "3USGAREE" to Lad̂ f Elliott Is, thsnce 
proceeding Independently to Townsville.

(21) "INVERELL" (AMS) departed Port Phillip 1440/16 for .Brisbane ETA
0700/20.

(2 2 ) 4  submarines on patrol.

(to) In Harbour:

Pinschhafen - Warships & Aux. - PC.1131 YM3.71
Merchant Vessels: ”GOMAHA’* "JANE MOOREHEAD" "SOORAKA" 

"VAQ.OERO”
X,a© •  Warships & Aux. - YMS*s 73, 534, 336 PC’S 1121, 1124

ML»4 31 SC. 745 
Merchant Vessels: "D.BARBY* '*J.W,MACKAY" "02 ARK”

"WM.E.CHANS ING"
Kiriwina - Warships & Aux. - SC,698 ML.816 "UKI8

Merchant Vessels: *F,B,OLSON" •B.PASWIHO"
Morobe - Warships & Aux. - "PORTBHBS” (AGP)
Buna •  Warships & Aux. - SC.637 YMS.51 “YUKiAI^ (ASIS)

"t r in it y ” (a o ) "MEEKsm" (a p )
Her chant Vessels: "S.BEESOK"

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. •  SC.734
Merchant Vessels: "W.S.LADD” ”.7. ,ARL” ,fMOAMOA" "PAHSJD" 

"IM-PROBSE” " J,R0SS" "A.TEOilAS8 "G.V.L.MEYBR” 
"W.a,P0INT” "C.E.SMIIH" BR .p .WARNER* "TJISIDAHE"
51VAll SPILBERSEN51 

Woodlark Is, * Sforch&nv Vessels: "TEIAIMrdLUM"
Goodenough Is.- Merchant Vessels: "ISOLATOR"
Mine Bay - Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA1 ”3IiR0P&IIRE” (CA)

"PHOENIX.” ” NASHVILLE" (CL) "’KUTCEINS” "BALX" 
"AM1IEN" "BEALE" "BUSH" "HOGFCHD" "BAGLEY"
"LASSOS” "DRAYTON* 11 CONYNGHAM‘ "SSITH" "MAHAN"
" SHAW” "REID” "FLUS£ERft "ARtfNTA” "WARRAMUN3A" 
"RALPH TALBOT” ’"HELM” (DD) "SAIiDS" "NOA" "BROOKS” 
'"CROSBY" ”KILTY” "STRIKGRAM11 "^ARD” "BENT”
"GILMER" "HUIPKKEYS" (APD) SC‘s 647, 643, 703, 
SC»s 736, 737, 733, 742, 743, 747, 981, 982 
YISS*3 49, 50, £2, 70, 313, 314 YP*s 233, 236 
ML*s 424, 425, 427, 430, 431, 801, 806, 818, 819, 
PC’s 476, 479, 1119, 1122, 1132 25 LSTs 14 APCs 
29 PTs "RIGEL” (AR) "DOBBIN” (AD) "OTUS” "FULTON" 
(AS) "SPRINGDALE* (YDfi) "AHYCUS" (ARL) "WESTRALIA" 
(APA) "CARTER BALL” (LSD) ^LOOKOUT" (AG) "FYRO* 
(AR) ”POLLUX” (AES).

(Note $ SPECIAL OPERATIONAL MOVEMENTS OUT OP

Merenent Vessels * *H.L.ABBOTT15 “ABIGAIL ADAMS" 
"C.ALDEN” ”ANHUI” u3 .BAlsiBERGERH n3>.F.BARRY”
”SIMON BOLIVAR” "BOSfflORTH" " j . g absillo* "cape 
CLEARS” "CAPE ANNE* "J .CARROLL" *ESSO BALBOA”
®F • A.EILERS,f "ETAMISS* ,lG. H. FLANDERS'1 "GANY&fEDE" 
"l.EAPGOOD” ^STEPHEB GIRARD" HF,J.IRSHN”
"T.C.LOwfE" ”AMY LOftSLL” "A.P.LINDBERGB* ”J.LYKES* 
"RACTAN” "MIDWEST PAR&ER” *M0RMACDAI£" "JOHN MUIR” 
"NAVIGATOR” " J .PALMER” ®A.RAVALLI" "NORAB" 
nM. J.SISNOTT" "M.ii. STEW ART" ”€HA3.P.
S3BIBMEM" "TECUMSEH* "E# N.'tfTSTC 9TTn 

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - YMS*a 8 , 46, 47, 4B ML. 4 26
Merchant Vessels: "MAGNOLIA* ^MULIAMA" “STAGE!” "SUVA” 

Thurday Is. - Warships k Aux. - "FREMANTLE" "COOTAMUNBRA" (AnS)
Merchant Vessels t ^BABEJDA" "DjNDULA" "SARPSN3"

Cairns - Warships & Aux. - "KAPBNDA” "GLADSTONE* "BROOi/iE" (AMS)
PC.477 Y IS ’ s 72, 31 & SC.732 YP.280 2ML*s 803,
ML*s 804 805, 320 "PLATYPUS" (AR)
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•  •
Townsville - Warships & Aux. •  "SA-: PAElSr (AVP) "BUKDABBRG1* (AMS) 
Brisbane - Warships & Aux* - "STUART” (DD) WTOff 11S VILLEtt *

“KOCKHAKPTOS* 11 SWAN” nBOKBN" *WSYALLA” (AMS) 
*1E2R0N* (AVP) rtKURUMBAn "SUSQUEHAIWA" (AO) 
tfSHIKEUjAMY9 {AO) ALLEN" nKANIMBLAn (APA)
"AiGORAB" (AKA) "MAIJtF&DA*' (AH) ML'a 808, 809,821 
YUS'3 9, 10 HML 1525.

(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) uOTUS’f (AS) to depart Milne Bay approx Doc 20 for Brisbane and Fremantle
(2) *PC♦1123* escorting *PG3CT SA2C PEDRO* to depart Caloundra isoo/so.

BP0.1i23** escorts to Lady Elliott Is. thcnce proceeds Gladstone 
to fuel, departing Port Curtis so as to RV with *PRESIDENT 
GRAM!9 at 0900/23 In position 26°S6*S 155°51'E awJ. escort to 
Brisbane,

(3 ) *STUARTf’ to depart Caloundra at 1430/20 to RV with ,SBEA PIKE* in
position 24°18»S 158°22»E and escort to Lady Elliott Is. 
whence *S?FUMiS* returns to Brisbane.

(4) *B 0ratt escorting *KBRUMBA* (AD) «o depart Caloundra 1800/21 for
Townsville. On arrival Lady Elliott Is ., ships proceed 
independer tly,

((5) "HAStfK&A* ETB Brisbane about 20 Dec. for Thursday Island and Port 
Moresby.

(ii) EfiEMY FORCES

(1) Choiseul •  0950/l3, 6 Mitchells bombed Pare Poro on If,i¥.Choiseul.
(2) EuIH~~Ease -

(a) Ill2 /l8 , 11 Lfltahells bombed docks at Korovo on Shortland Is,
(b) Dec 18, 10 Liberators bombed Kahili.
|e} Dec 18, 22 Corsairs strafed Shortland Is.
(d) Dec 19, 24 Mitchells bombed bivouac and supply areas at 

Moisuru (» miles E .E . of Kahili).
(e) Photos, Dee 18, show Kara Ballale and Kahili runways 

unserviceable. Five barges are shown at Ballaie, Shortland Is.
 ̂ 17 of 31 autonatic a/ a  gun positions appear empty.

(f) Photos, Dec 19, show Kars and Kahili runways unserviceable 
and nil shipping in Tonolei,

(3) Kieta area -
{a| !>ec 13, 3 Liberators bombed Kieta,
(b) Dec 18, fighters strafed 5 barges au isuma Numa and Cape Pul 

Pui to mils3 W. by N. of Kieta).
<c) 1130/19, S2 Dauntless and 13 Avengers bombed oersonnel, suoply 

dumps and A/A positions at Kieta.
C<3) 1245/19, 17 Avengers bombed similar targets.

As a result of both attacks the Rigu Mission oridge, storehouses 
and numerous hhte were destroyed,

(4) Empress Augusta Bay -
(a} Dec Is, allied forces occupied enemy positions in the N.E. 

sector of the Torokina perimeter after preparatory aerial and 
mortar bombardment.
An allied patrol beyond Cape Mcltke (19 miles K.W. of Gape 

t Toroxina) was in contact with the enemy who later withdrew* 
s%b } 0745/18, 59 Dauntless and. 42 Avengers dropned 75 tons of

bombs on Hoaoitu Mission, Mosigetta and Hongoral River arsaa, 
destroying two bridges and munerous buildings and causing on©

' large explosion, probably an ammunition dump,
*c) 1510/19, 3 M r  cobras divebombed the enemy at Reinl River

(8 miles E. of Cape Torokina) and 2 Aircobraa strafed Koiarls 
in the same area.

(5) Buka Passage area -

Ja ) 1150/18, 19 Liberators bombed Chabai and Porton. 
p ) ^@0  13, 5 Liberators bombed Boni3 supply area, 
ic) Dec 13, 22 Corsairs strafed and destroyed a barge at Buka ?asseu$. 

t \ tt* . 5 °  *}.3hfc©rs strafed Kessa Point (N.W.Buka Island).
ari'̂  " ^G° 1 8 , one camouflaged barge in a lagoon was sighted 

by aircraft over Nissan Island.



i (7) Cap© St.George -®>e 19, a house with a new £  foot tower, possibly 
.radar, was sighted by aircraft on tJ 

(8) Kavieng - Photos 19 Dec show the followings

> 7 ■

Aircrafts F.
Kavieng W
Panap&i 11 (camouflaged)

20

p of Cape St.George.

RP B. Total
8 w 41"
m »** 11

30 52

At Kavieng the m * a y  is serviceable.
On Hov 9, 57 aircraft including 16. P, 19 LB, 15 MB and 7 PP 
were photographed at Kavieng.
Shipping; 1020/19, a photographic Lightning sighted -

8 or 4 large vessels
11 or 12 medium merchant vessels 

Id “  vessels in all

Three f i l t e r s  took off from the Kavieng aerodrome.
(9) ffew fianover^Savieng area - Afternoon and night Lee 19-20, what appear 

'to have” been two" inbound convoys, one of 4 ships, the other of
7 to 8 ships, were sighted by aircraft in the is.Bismarck Sea*

(a) 1504/19 2 cruisers Course 85°
1 large freighter transport 87 miles W. of 
1 medium freighter mw Em over.

This convoy was shadowed and unsuccessfully attacked by 
aircraft till 2245/19, when it was 25 miles of Cape
Matanalem,
The composition of the convoy is variotisly described as above 
and as consisting of 1 light cruiser and 3 unidentified 
vessels *
It is more probable that 2 merchant ships accompanied by 2 
destroyers or escort vessels were present.

(b) 1539/19 2 destroyers Course 160°
3 transports 30 miles $.W.
1 freighter of Kavieng.
1 transport (6000 tons)

This convoy was shadowed till midnight when it was reported 
80 miles S. by 3 . of Kavieng and was attacked at 1630/19, 
probable damage being caused to the 6 ,000 ton transport.
One of 4 intercepting Zekes was probably damaged#

(c) Between 2316/19 and 0130/20 an eight ship convoy on course- 
30° was reported in the area 55 to 70 miles S .E . of Kavieng.
It is considered probable that this is the same convoy as
in (b)»

p.O) Rabaul -
(a) Photos Bee 18 reveal the following*

Aircraft: &P. d/b l/b  p/p m/ b  f/b  Total
'Tunakanau TT “~T “T T  “
Lakunai 38 21 - 5 - 64
Hapopo 11 - - 10 21
R«baul Harbour 13 J5 21

66 22 13 18 35 3 157

s  0

2 destroyers
2 patrol craft
3 submarines

12 merchant ships
3 tankers
4 auxiliaries
9 small craft

345barges
I~unidentified vessel.

In addition 6 merchant vessels were sunk or bsached.
The considerable concentration of barges indicated the 
Increasing use of this type of vessel probably between Kavieng 
and Rabaul and between the Bisaarcks and Solomons.
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(10) Rab&uX (Confcd.) .
Tb) Deo 17, 65 Soupae f i l t e r s  engaged *..>0 to 40 enemy i ighters 

over Rabaul shot down six fighters and one iloatplaae*
(o) 1255/19, 1$ Liberators escorted, by 50 fighters bombea 

Kabaul township Simpson Harbour. One oargo vessel of
transport exploded, one was left burning and another smokxng*
40 to 50 enemy fighter intercepted, 4 of which were shot dtsrarn.

(11) Oasuiata area -
■--—T&T~oWSu/l9, 7 Beauforts bombed the Anwek Kiver dump area.

t'b) 1030/19, in Vengeances escorted by 37 Klttyhawks bombed and 
strafed a lasi&ge over the Anwek River and Gasrnata strip.

(12) Arawe area - ,
“ —  T£T~0212/l8, 8 enemy aircraft dropped 29 bombs on allied

positions near Arawe causing nil apparent damage,
•b) 2055/19, 7 Japanese barges were reported in the haroour.
(c) 1200/18, allied fighters intercepted enemy aircraft and 

drove them off , nil damage having resulted* S*A11 cu.e«r
sounded 1230/l3.

(d) Dec 18, allied aircraft destroyed one enemy barge at tn» 
mouth of Puli River (2 miles 3* of Arawe)•

(15) Cape Bushing area -
 —   De© I87~5 011 s stationary barges just W, of v̂ ape Busching

wei»e s i f t e d  by our aircraft.
(14) Borgen Bay - 0912/18 a small gunboat was sighted in Borgen Bay by

our aircraft.
(15) Cape Gloucester - 0857/19, 62 Liberators, 24 Mitchells and 13

--- LlghtnTngs dropped 240 tons of bombs on Cape Gloucester
and Ke« Britain coast to the southwest.

(16) Vitias Strait - _
--- ( a ) T?T5'9/l8, 9 fighter aircraft flew northwest over Long Island,

(b) 000l/l9 , a Catalina bombed a submarine 16 miles E . of 
Long Islaid without success.

•(c) 0340/19, a number of our aircraft flew on course 130 over 
Long. Island.

(17) Madang - . . .
~“ ^ “Ta) 0930/l2, 6 to 8 barges and 2 luggers were observed by our

aircraft in the harbour*
(b) 093o /l9, 30 Mitchells, covered by 15 Liberators, bombed 

M&dang runway.
(18) Huon Peninsula -

—  '(a) 67^o7i8, 7 Air cobras strafed 4 barges in the Vinoke Point- 
Sio area.

(b) 1715/18, 7 Aircobras strafed the coast from Saidor to 
Fortification Point*

(c) 0900 /l9 , 12 Bostons bombed and strafed the bivouac area 
and track in the Cape King William area.

(d) 0910/19, 9 Mitchells bombed and strafed a barge unloading 
point and store area, 2 miles S*S* Wald ^ay.

(e) 0910/19, 4 Aircobras strafed barges and beach from 
Fortification Point to glucher Point*

{£) By 0900A 9 allied forces had crossed the lWasaweng diver 
and were advancing beyond.

{g) Eight Dec 18/l9 , enemy aircraft bombed positions near 
Bonga and Eiligia,

(19) Kiriwina * 0338/20, Air raid warning was sounded*
(20) WTETSicTor - Might Dec 18/19, 3 submarines were indicated in the 

“~™“ forth Solomon Sea.

2* HOi'tTH WESTERN AREA
(i) AT.;LIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/20}

,1) 9 submarines on patrol.



(b ) In harbour s

D »w in  - Warships k Aux. - ML’3 429, 814, 815 
Merchant Vessels: “C00LE8AR*

• SOHTh A r /■

(i) ALLIED FORCES 

{a) At Sea to 1200/20;

(1) n\rAIm HEEMSKERX’* escorting "HEEMITAGE" departed Fremantle 1000/14.
"VAN HEEiJKERK” to escort till 1800/l8 and then proceed 
Colombo.

(2) “CHILDS” (AV) departed Fremantle 1825/17 for Exmouth Gulf, 

fb ) In Harbour i

Frenftn tl© - Warships & Aux. - B ADELAIDE" "TROMP* (GL) "VAN GALEN*
(DD) !iHORSHAM* "DUBBO" (AMS) MCHANTICLEER11 (ASH) 
ATRBBS" (CM) *WHIPPOORWrLL" (AM) “PELIAS* (AS) 

“ISABEL” (PY) SC,739 YP.288 
T-xsioufch Gulf - Warships & Aux. - *W,B. PRESTON” (AVB) '’LARK* (AM) YP.280

. EASTERN & SOUTHS .iR AREA

(i) ALLIED ro:;oi;s

(a ) At Sea to 1200/ 20;

(1) "WARRNA-.VBOOL" "DELORAINE* "ABRAHAM CRIJNS SEN:i escorting Convoy PG.92
(6 MV) departed Brisbane 1306/19 for Sydney ETA l :oC,/zTl

(2) ! PATROLLER” (C7E} en route Port Phillip Dec 24 from San Francisco.

(b ) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships a Aux. - "WATERS’* (APD) *VEKDETTA” (DD)
"G0ULBIIRH* “MORESBY” "XALGGOBLIE* "SEELOBG* 
“GLSKELG* "WILCANNIA” (AMS) *MAMGORAfi (APA)
"HILO* "TULSA" (PC) “KYERA* "YANDRA* “DOOMS*"
(a/s Vessels) "TASMAN" (AH) “ORANJE* (AH)
"GOLDSTAR” (AG) “XIZAR" (AP) ML*s 430, 802, 807, 
ML»s 817, 822, 823 

Repairing, Refitting - "HOBARTH (CL)
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. •  "MILDURA" "WAGGA" "BENDIGO* (A?IS) 
Westemport •  Warships & Aux. •  "BINGERA" (A/S Vessel)

(a) Proposed :-oveaientss

(1) "TULSA” (PG-) was to depart Sydney approx Dec 19 for Port Moresby.

NAVAL INCIDENTS

Bougainville Reef - Convoy TN.192 ran aground on Bougainville Reef. 
Latest reports" indicate that “GLADSTONE" "COLORADO* and 
“AMBROSE PIERCE" were refloated and proceeded to Cairns.
“01 IT OF F CRT VSDRTH* escorted by "XAPUNDA" and “GLADSTONE* 
arrived Cairns 0033/20. “LUDDINGTON” refloated ansi proceeding 
to Cairns escorted by “STA3ELL” .
* JAMES CLEMENTS* and GEORGE M.STERLING*, both damaged, ordered 
to Cairns with ”CEARLES '.i. RUSSELL* escorted by "LITHGQIf*.
A combined atteapt by "GYMPIE" *CASTLEMAINE* “DSSKET* and two 
fur ther attempts by "G^MPIl” and two 'by "OASTLEMIHE* on “LILLIS 
VAN DEVENTSR* proved unsuccessful.



(X) Consolidation of' defences Marshalls, Carolines, Blsmarcks, North 
coast I.ew Guinea, East Indies, Malayan areas.

(2) Constant effort to maintain maximum air aad naval strength in
general Carolines, Marshalls, Blsmarcks, Sew Guinea areas 
to off-set allied forward moves.

(3) Use of barges, submarines and destroyers for night transportation
run3 to forward areas.

{4) Continued use of submarines for reconnaissance and offensive patrol 
duties In allied operational areas in Pacific and Indian 
Ocean.

— 0O0—

ESEMY«S PROBABLE NEXT MO YE
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Ooutlwei't' OsTciTlo 
(Eastern Section) South Pacifie

Sia'maFclcs
Solomons

Carolines
Marshalls

BALAO
SATO
PETO
SCAMP

)
) On Patrol 
)
)

AL BAGORE )
nUARDFlSH) At Brisbane 

BLACKFISH)
RPDFIK ) At Milna Bay

62 Approx 80

» « . 10 APA
XAKOORA 9 APJ)
WESTliALIA 5 AKA
KAIfZUBtA
ALGORAB
GILMER
3 AMDS
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BROOKS
KILTY
EGA
CROSBY
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WARD
WATERS
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OTUS
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AH
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FI ©& t p Ian © s
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DETROIT
RALEIGH
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22
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5
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British - MOST SECRET 
U .S . - S E C R E T

C.C.I .C.

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

Coiibined Operational Intelligence Centre

D A I L Y  N A V A L  S U M M A R Y

Part I : Allied and Enemy Activity.

Part I I : Allied and Eneiry Order of Battle.

692 21 Lie ceaiber, 1943
No * Date:

PA.iT I

A. SOUTH WEST PACIFIC ARM

A l «  NORTH BASTERK AREA
---” ----- ----  (i) 'ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to I200 /g ls

1} "STELLA" "POLARIS" "SEEPPARTON" surveying Morobe-Huon Gulf area. . '
2) "YM3.338" "SC.746" escorting "BOBTBKOE" departed. Port Moresby 1030/17 

©n route Lae and Buna, Were due Lae 1700/l9*
(3) "SG#737" "PC ,1132" escorting "JUAN CABRILLO" departed Milne Bay 

1315/19 were due Buna 1000/20,
{4) *3TMS.1X" "SC .780" escorting " B ALIXPAPAN" departed Lae 1200/l9 ??ero 

due Flnschhafen 1800/l9,
{5) "30.650" "SC. 748" escorting "Y .6 " " J * SARGENT" departed m ine Bay

0530/18. *Y ,6» was due Lae 2S30/l9, " J, SARGENT" Finschhaien 
0700/20.

105 "ARARAJP" departed Lae 000l/l9 ETA Milne Bay 1200/2 0 .
(7) "yMS.73" escorting "OZARK" departed Lae 2000/l8 for Milne Bay was

^ 13,0 ISX 0- )/20
{8) " IK .488" escorting " ANDRESSD.WHITE" departed Port Moresby 1245/19 

ETA Milne Bay 1230/21,
(9) "CAU85QNIAN SALVOR" (ARS) departed Thursday Is. 0725/19.

(10) "CCUCAL" (ASE) m  route Darwin to Milne Bay.
§ i )  "ITOMNTLE" escorting Convoy TJD.39 ("DILGA" "DUNDUIA ") was to depart 

Thursday Island' rSo'6A9"" * or Barwin ETA 1730/24.
(12) "KATOOIffiA" " BUE3URY" escorting Convoy TN.193 ("ANSON BURLINGAME"

"CANBERRA" "VAN OUTSORT) departed vicinity Fitzroy Is , at 
1500/l9 for Port Moresby ETA 1800/21.

(13} "KAPUNDA" escorting Convoy TK.1S4 ( "E3LCA MOLLER") departed Townsville 
1922/20 for port More sty ETA GBOo/24.

CM) "WAEREGO" escorting Convoy MV.49 ("GENERAL VKRSPIJCK" "SIBIGO") 
departed Milne Bay islfc/18 ETA Townsville 13oo/21*

(15} "30.731" denar ted Townsville 1845/19 for Cairns for docking. Was due 
I03o/20.

(16) "COOLAO" departed Cairbs 1703/20 for Townsville was due 0530/21.
(17) "GLADSTONE1' daraaged on Bougainville Reef departed Cairns 2021/20 for

Brisbane for repairs ETA Caloundra 2000/24.
(18) MCOWHA" "BALLARAT" "SC ,741" escorting Convoy QL*3Q (14 ships including

"VICTORIA" (AO)) departed Caloundra 1.330/19. ETA 0200/21 at

•  Bustard Head store "VICTORIA" and "BALLARAT" proceed
independently to Townsville. ETA "BALLARAT" 1600/22, 
"VICTORIA" Dec,23, "C01RA" "SC .741" detailed as escorts for 
Convoy L'4.39,

(19) " I P .891" departed ;&ckay OSOO/SO for Townsville ETA 0900/21 thence
Cairns, Thursday Island and ?t. Moresby,

(20) "MANUNDA" (AH) departed Brisbane 1240/20 for Thursday Island "EISA
a.jsi, Lee,24.



•  •
(21) “PC. 1123" escorting "SOIHI S*S PEDRO" departed Brisbane 1312/20.

nPCJtll25M detaches at Lady Elliott Island and proceeds 
Gladstone to fuel, departing Port Curtis ao as bo HV with
"PRESIDENT GRANT" at 0900/SS In position 26 5 6 '3  155 51 ’1 
and escort to Brisbane#

(22) "STUART" departed Caloundra 1445/20 escorting ♦’BLUE HI DOS" (AGO) to
vicinity of Lady Elliott la* whence “BLUE RIDGE" proceeds 
Independently to Townsville ETA 1700/22, On completion 
"STUART" to HV with nSEA PIKE” in position 24°1B 'S 1SS°22»E 
and escort to Lady Elliott Is. whence "STUART" returns to 
131*1 sb&n@ #

(23) "ROCEEAMPT0N" "ECHUCA” "PIRIE" "BUNGAREE" escorting Convoy GP»9S
(4 Mf ) departed Sydney 0912/19 for Brisbane ETA 1900/21’*
On arrival Cape More ton "BUNGAREE" and “PIRIB" to detach: 
"PIRIE" tc escort "BDNGAREE" to Lady Elliott Is* thence 
proceeding Independently to Townsville*

(24) 4 submarines on patrol#

(b ) In Harbour *

Finschhafen

Lae

iCiriwiiia

Morobe
Buna

Oro Bay

Woodlark Is# 
Gpcdenough Is, 
Milne Bay

Warships & Aux# - PC#1131 SC,749 
Merchant Vessels: "COMRA" !*JAME MOO REBEAD" 

"5E90RAKA" "ECUTj CRA m "YAQUEROr 
Warships & Aux* - YMS.334 PC1 a 1121, 1124 

HL.431 SC’ s 741. 745 
Merchant Vessels: "D . BARRY" MJ.W*’iACKAY* "WM.E*

c h a h n in g "
Warships k Aux, - SC#698 ML#816 
Merchant Vessels: "F.B.OLSON" "S*FAHHIN3"
Warships & Aux# - “PORTUWJS’* (AGP)
Warships & Aux, - SC#637 YMS.51 "TRINITY" (AO) 

"MERKUR" (AF)
Msrchant Vessels: "S# BE NSON 1 
Warships b Aux# •  SC#734
Merchant Vessels* "W.S.LADD* ^H. DODGE” "J.EARL"

"MO AMO A " wWM. PROUSE "J.ROSS" "G.V ,L.MEYER"
"tf#H#POINT” "OB.SMITE” "R .P.WARNiR1’ "TJTSIDAKE" 
"VAN SPILBERGEN"

Merchant Vessels: "TRIAHGULtJM*
Merchant Vessels: "ISOLATOR"
Warships & Aux, - “AUSTRALIA” "SHROPSHIRE" (CA)

" PHOENIX’4 "NASHVILLE" (CL) “HUTCHINS" "DALY* 
"AMMEN" "BEALE" "BUSH" "MUGFORD" '’BAGLEY”
"LAMSON" "DRAYTON” "CONYH&HAM" "SMITH” "MAHAN” 
"SHAW" "REID” "FLUSSER” "ARUNTA" ^WARRAMOHGA* 
"RALPH TALBOT" "HELM" (DD) "SANDS" "NOA" "BROOM 
"CROSBY" "SILTY" "STRINGHAM" "WARD* "DENT" 
"GILMER" "HUMPHREYS" (ATO) SC 13 647, 648, 703 
SC»s 736, 738, 742, 743, 744, 747, 981* 982 
YM3»s 49, 50, 52, 53, 70. 71, 313, 314, 336 
YP's 233, 236 ML«s 424, 425, 427, 430, 431,801 
ML's 806, 818, 819 PC's 476, 479, 1119, 1122 
25 LST f s 14 A?C‘ s 29 P?'s wRIG£Ln (Alt)
"DOBBIN" (AD) "0TU3" "FULTON" (AS) "SPRINGDALE” 
(YDG) "AMYOUS" (ARL) "WESTRALIA" (APA)
"CARTER HALL" (LSD) "LOOKOUT" (AG) "JPYRO" (AE) 
"POLLUX" (AKS) "YUMAH" (ASIS)

(Notes SB5CIAL. OPERATIONAL MOVEMESTS OUT OF
U B I  m T5EW ri7 T ~ — -- --- -

Merchant Vessels: "II.L*ABBOTT" "ABIGAIL ADAMS"
" J.ALDEN" "ANHUI" " 8 .BAMBERGER" "D .F , BARRY"
"SIMON BOLIVAR” "B0SW9RTH" "J.G.BRADY" "CAPE 
CLEARE" "CAPE JHRE11 " J .CARROLL" "ESSO BALBOA" 
"F.A.EILERS” **1 TAM IS* "G.H.FLAREEhS" "GANYMEDu" 
"N.BAPGOOD" • STEPHEN GIRARD" "F, J#IR»I»n 
"T.C.LOvfE" "AMY LOfILLn l‘A,F •LINDBERGH" "J.LYKES1' 
"MACTAN" "MIDWEST FARMER* "l®Ri4ACDALE" "JOHN 
MUIR" "NAVIGATOR" "J .PALMER" "A .RAVALLI" "NORAB* 
"N .J.SINNOTT" "21.M• STEWART" "CHAS.P#3TEINMETZ"

"TECUMSBH* "A .THOMAS" "E.K.WESfGOTT*
- 2 -



Port More sby ■» Warships & Aux* * YMS1 s 8, 46, 47, 48 !£, *426
f.&rchant Vessels* '^rdLIAMA'* "STAGEK'1 wSUVA3 

Thursday I « . - Warships & Aux. •  "mmAWm,?:** ^CO&TAMUMBA* (AMS)
Merchant Vessels! ”BASXI®A1* "SARPSNS1’

Cairns - Warships & Aux. - !tWAEK3GJ" !tSTA#EI&" "LITHGQW”
nC A3TLEMAI1CEn !,3E00M3M "SIMPIS" (AMS) PC.477

72, 316 SC.732 YP.230 ML>s 803, 304, 805 
M U 620 "PLATYPUS" (AR)

Tovmsville - Warshlss & Aux* - "SAN PABLO" (AVP) “BUMDABERGrt (AMS) 
Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "TOWNSVILLE” "INVEEELL11 "ROCKHAMPTON1

"SSS/AH5’ nB0fi?ENw “’WHYALLA" (AMS) ft HERON” (AVP) 
"W H ’JMBA" "fi’JSQBEHAOTA" (AO) "SHI KEEL AMY" (AO) 
"H .T .&LE N * "KAHIMBLA1* (APA) "ALGOdAB'* (AKA)
ML*s BOB, 80S, 821 YMS*s 9 ,10  KDML 1325 SC.735

(c ) Proposed Movements:

(1) !,0TU3” (AS) to depart Milne Bay approx Dec*20 for Brisbane and 
Fremantle •

(2) "BUNDABERG* ‘‘GYMPIE5 "ST AvOLL" escorting Convoy TN.19S C"GORGON* 
"DONALD MotEAr" jtW,3EA"JM0NTM "VAlf IffiUTSZ'1 ''ALAMAO**
"THOMAS CORWINw nE*STUARTw "A*PIERCE" '‘COLORADO” "J .M . 
CLEMENTS" !I LSI5 1B3I 1 A?C and 4 PTsJ were to depart 
vicinity Fitaroy Is* at approx 1500/21 for Milne Bay ETA 
1100/24*

(3 ) "BOWEN" escorting "WILLIAM BBRNBAM1' fco depart Brisbane 1800/21 for
Lady Elliott Is * , whence both ships proceed independently 
to Townsville*

(il) ENEMY FORCES

Buln Base - At 1045/20, 13 Mitchells and 8 fighters bombed Korovo and 
one Mitchell bombed Kahili*

(2) Empress Augusta Bay +
(a) Night Dec*18-19, 10-15 enemy aircraft droppea 25*30 bombs 

on allied positions in the Torokina area*
(b) Dec.19, our lines were extended in the N.B.Sector.
(c) 1550/20, a submarine periscope was sighted by aircraft 

45 miles W.S.W* of Gape Motupena*
(S) Kieta-Tenekau Area •  Dec*20, 8 Hellcats strafed Tenekau and Kieta and

later 8 fighters strafed the same targets*
(4)~ Buka •  (a) Dec*20, 59 Dauntless, 28 Avengers with 31 escorting fighters

bombed gun positions W* of Bonis and Sohana Island* One 
hit was scored among a group of barges and numerous hits 

A  on gun positions and buildings*
(to) Dec.20, 8 Mitchells bombed targets at Buka,

(5) Nissan Island - 1530/19, four barges were sighted by aircraft at
Nissan Island? two were bombed and strafed*

(6) M.Blsmarek Sea « A considerable amount of shipping has been reported
from 19-21 Dec. in this area. It appears to have consisted 
of t?/o in-bound convoys, one of four vessels, the other of 
nine.

(a) 144o /l9 I heavy cruiser 90 miles Course
1 light cruiser w . cape 85°
1 medium merchant vessel Katanalem
1 large freighter transport

The convoy was unsuccessfully attacked by aircraft*

(b) 1520/19 2 small destroyers 40 miles Course
2 large transports S .S.E* 160
1 large freighter transport Kavleng
2 small freighter transports
2 small freighters

One freighter transport was attacked, one 1000 lb* bomb 
falling within 50 feet causing probable damage. Four 
fighters ana one floatplane intercepted, one fighter being 
probably destroyed. The aircraft were possibly catapulted 
from the convoy.



y

(6) K . Bismarck Sea (Gontd) •
(c) 2306/19, 8 ship convoy §6 miles S .S .E . Kavieng, 

unstated course. One transport was claimed sunk fey a
Soupac Liberator.

(d) Night 19-20 Dec., 15 ship convoy heading for Rabaul 
was attacked by three Catalinas 30 miles off the 
Hew Ireland coast.
(i) One 6000 ton ship was hit and set on fire .
(ii )  One 8000 ton ship was hit with a 500 lb, bomb.
(ill) One 6000 ton ship was hit with a 1000 lb* bomb

causing a heavy explosion and causing k/k fire , 
i'he ship is claimed sunk#

(e) 0025/21, 2 large Merchant ships 35 miles N.Ti .«V» Rabaul#

It appears that a minimum of 13 ships were in the area 
of which two were probably sunk and two or three 
damaged.

(7) Rabaul - 0420/20, 19 Beauforts attacked Vunakanau and Rapopo disperse
areas causing fires visible for 50 miles.

(8) Wide Bay •  (a) 1649-1750/l9, 2 Beaufigh~ers strafed and destroyed a
small boat at the mouth of the Mavelo River and 
strafed Kftllal Plantation.

(b) 1250/l9, a large formation of aircraft was heard to 
the E. of .71 de Bay*

(c ) 1450/20, an unidentified fighter aircraft, course 190°, 
flew over Ubili.

(£) Gape Qrford -
(a) 1525-1616/19, 2 Bostons bombed and strafed a 50 ft . 

launch and two barges 10 miles S. ?« of Gape Orford#
On© of the barges blew up and the other craft was set 
on fire ,

(b) 0036/21, 2 barges were attacked by aircraft 4 miles 
I , I . E .  of Cape Orford.

(10) Jacquinot Bay «
^a) 1344/19, 4 barges were strafed by aircraft 12 miles

E* of Jacqulnot Bay#
(b) At 0342/20, the lights of three vessels were sighted

by aircraft 12 miles E . of Jacquinot Bay and indications 
of ships were received in the same area. These ships 
are probably barges.

(11) Arawe Area -
(a) Eee.l? , 40»50 enemy aircraft attacked allied convoy 

returning from Arawe. Fourteen of the enemy aircraft 
were destroyed by a/ a . Some damage was caused by the

• attack#
{b) 1540-1660/19, 20 Bostons bombed and atrafed the track 

from Sigul River to Kulis River.
(o> 2055/19, 7 enemy barges were reported In Arawe Harbour.
(d) 0835/20, an enemy reconnaissance plane was shot down 

by 8 Thunderbolts 50 miles N .E . Arawe*
(12) Cape Gloucester ~

“  (a5 "l532-lGlo/19, 38 Liberators, 21 Mitchells and 9 Maraud
ers dropped nearly 160 tons of bombs on personnel and 
dump areas at Cape Gloucester.

(b) Dec.20, 57 Liberators and 34 medium bombers bombed and 
strafed stores and dump areas at Cape Gloucester and 
W .coast of Borgen Bay, dropping 226 tons of bonba.

{0) Bsc .20, 12 Bostons bombed and strafed Asegal Village 
(20 miles 3.3.-V. Cape Gloucester) starting fires, 
destroying huts and silencing coastal guns.

(13) Alexlshafen - 1X14/20, 33 Mitchells bombed Alexishafsn runway and
dumps starting fires and explosions. Very accurafco 

w  a/ a  fire was encountered.
(14) HUon Peninsula -

(a) 0305/19 PTs attacked two u /i  aircraft 25 miles W.H.Wf# 
Saidor«

(b) 1620 -182o/l 9, six camouflaged barge a were strafed by 
four Airbobras setting them on fire .

(c) 0917/20, 5 Manauders bombed Walingai bivouac area#
(d) I I 00/ 20, a small naval typo vessel on course 10° was 

sighted by aircraft 20 miles E .N .E . Fortification Point.

- 4 •
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{14) Euo n Pen in sula (Gontd) -
(e ) Dec.19, out* ground forces advanced on© sail8 beyond the 

mouth of the Masaweng River overcoming stubborn 
resistance and capturing enemy equipment*

(f) 1615«13o5/l8, suspected dump area near Lukona v*as 
bombed and strafed by 8 Aircobras and 2 Boomerangs.

(g) 0340«0430/19* four enemy aircraft bombed allied 
coastal positions near Lakona and Scarlet Beach#

<15) Milne Bay - 0430/20, air raid warning sounded at Milne Bay#
(16) Kaat Cape - 192o/l9, an enemy submarine wa.3 sighted 25 miles N, .W.

East Cape.
(17) Goodenough Is ,- 0323/20, enemy air raid No* 8 was made by approximately

15 aircraft, causing slight casualties.
(18) IClriwlna - (a) 0329/20, approximately 20 emtay aircraft attacked in

four waves causing some damage,
(b) 0956/20, air raid warning was sounded bn the approach 

/  of an unidentified aircraft*
(19) G-ulf of Carpentaria - 1133/20, 10 enemy aircraft attacked an allied

escort vessel 150 mile's B.M .E. of Cape Weasel. No 
damage resulted#

\NORTH ars?3tff AREA

' (i) ALLIED FORCES

a) At Sea to 1200/21:

(1) "LATROHE" escorting "TULAGI" departed Thursday Island 1700/19 for
Darwin ETA 1530/22*

(g) 8 submarines on patrol,

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux# - ML5s 429, 814, 815 
Merchant Vessels: "C00LEBAE"

3« SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/21:

(b) In Harbour:

Fremantle * Warships & Aux, - "ADELAIDE" "TROMP" (CL)
"VAN GALEN” (DD) "HORSHAM" "DUB CO" (AMS) 
"CHANTICLEER" (ASR) "AIRBUS"(CH) 
"WHIPPOORWILL" (AM) "PEL I AS’1 (AS) "ISABEL" 
(F£) 3C.739 YP.288 

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux, - ",W .B#PRESTON" (A?D) "LARK*
(AM) YP.886- "CHILDS" (AV)

Carnarvon - Worships & Aux, - "TJERK KIDDES" (DD)

4, M S T M N  fr SOUTHERN AREA 
q  (1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12oo/2I:

(1) "TULSA" (PG) departed Sydney 1244/20 for Milne Bay ETA i300/27,
(8)"WARRKAMEOOL" "DELORAINE" "ABRAHAM CRIJJKS'SBN" escorting Convoy PG.92 
, . (6 MI) departed Brisbane 1306/19 for Sydney ETATBW5/S1.''
(3) ' PATROLLER" (CVE) en route Port Phillip ETA Dec*24 from San Francisco. 
j4:? ®tDDRA" (AMS) departed Port Phillip 192l/20 for Brisbane ETA 160q/84« 
\6) WATERS" (APD) departed Sydney 1316/20 for Noumea ETA noon Dec*.23.



(b) In Harbour ;

Sidney - Warships & Aux. - "VENDETTA" " STACK” (DD)
"GOULBBRN” "MORESBY” "KALGOORLIS" GEELONG 
’’GLESELG’* "WILCAKMIA” (AMS) "MANOORA" (APA) 
"KILO" (PG) "KYBRA" "YABDRA" "DOCMBA" (A/3 
Vessels) "TASMAN" (AH) "0RA?JJ2n (AH) "GOLDSTAR" 
(AO) "M1ZAR” (AP) ML * 3 450, 80S, 807, 817, 822 
ML.623

(Repairing, Refitting) - "HOBART" (CL)
Melbourne" - Warships & Aux, - "WAGGA” " bEKDIGO" (AMS)
Westernocrt - Warships : Aux, - "BINGERA !I (A/S  Vessel)

NAVAL INC IDE ITT S

All ships of Convoy TM«192 v;hlc$ ran aground on Bougainville
Reef have now been refloated and returned to Cairns, some 
departing again in Convoy TN.195.

» 3 PROBABLE HEXT MOVE

(1) Consolidation of defences Marshalls, Carolines, Blsmarcks,
North coast New Guinea, East Indies, Malayan areas,

(2) Constant effort to maintain maximum air and naval strength
in general Carolines, Marshalls, Blsmarcks, New Guinea 
areas to off-set allied forward moves,

(3) Use of barges, submarines and destroyers for night transportation
runs to forward areas,

(4) Continued use of submarines for reconnaissance and offensive
patrol duties in allied operational areas in Pacific and 
Indian Ocean.

>—oOo—
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CV

GV(L)

(E)

OA

OL

DAILY NAVAL SUMLAKY 
----— --------

ALLIED & KHEMY ORftER OF BATTLE
1* SOUTH £. aCTJTK IV-,5T PACIFIC 

ALLIED FORCES

SECRET
oealbee, 194 S.

ENEMY FORCES

Soutfcwest Pacific Bis mar oka Carolines
(Eas tern Section) South. Pacific Solomons Mar a hall a

CL (T)

XCL

av / cvs

XftV/XjQVd

DD

H0TCHISS
DALY
AM^EN
BEALE
BUSH

AUSTRALIA
SHROPSHIRE

PHOENIX 
NASHVILLE 

*  EOBART

HERON 
SAM. PABLO
HALF MOON

.VARRAMUNGA
ARUNTA
HELM
RALPH TALBOT
STUART
vendetta

CONYNGHAM
BAGLEY
DRAYTON
FLUSSER
LAI'.ISO!'!
MAHAN
REID

WASHINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
ALABAMA

SARATOGA
ESSEX
BUSKER EILL

PRINCETON
INDEPENDENCE

FRHCS W2LLIAI 
BRETON 
ALTA ALA 
PATROLLER

COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MONTPELLIER 
HONOLULU 
ST. LOUIS 
SAN DIEGO 
SANTA FE 
MOBILE 

Js BIRMINGHAM 
*  DENVER 
je LEAIDER

WHISHT
BALLARD
CHAHDELSUR

Appvox 40

YAMATO
MUSASHI
KONGO
HARUNA
RAGATO
BJUTSU

ZUIKAKU /

ZUIHO 
RYU HO 
HIT A M

CHI1G8E
JNYO

HAGURO
aiOKO 

TONE 
CHOKAI 
EUMANO 
3U2UI0 
TIKOMA 

m MOGAMI

NAM ) 2
ISUZU ) poss. 
MGARA} sunk 
NOSHIR0 
OYODO 

* AGANO

KATGEI

1*2 (one
damaged)

*  NOTOR0

50
{sonjfi repairing)

*  Uon-effeetive 
- X *



liOST^plCRET
21 D^ember 5 194-3.

Southwest Pacific 
.-iJSafifosra auction) .So.uth pacific

Blsmarcks
Soloraons

m BALAO )
GATO ) On Patrol
psto  )
SCAMP )

ALBACGHE )
GUARDFISH ) At Brisbane

BLACKFISH )
RSDFIN ) At Millie Bay

62

APA/APDZaKA H . T .ALLEN 
MAHOOHA 
WE3TRALIA 
KANIMBLA 
ALGORAB 
GILMER 
SANDS 
HUMPHREYS 
BROOKS 
KILTY 
W k  
CROSBY 
DENT
SSHINGHAM 
WARD 

-WMjgRS

Approx 80

10 APA 
9 APD 
p AKA

■j;.o

iyQ

A  T3

BLUE RIDGE

FOLTON
OTTJ'3

DOBBIN

HI GEL 
PLATYPUS

PROMETHEUS

^ERCRAFT (H«W«Area Only) 
^Figiiters (incl.14 twin-eng) 248

Light &  U/Bofiber s 143
SB/Bombers 46
Plying Boats 1
Floatplanes 50
Transport &. Obsn.A/C 12

20

Carolines
ifeflafrg&La-

20

2 . IjORTllEHN PACIFIC
AOJEI) .FORGES KNELiY FORCES

Mi DETROIT ABUKUHA 
RALEIGH 
RICHMOND

M & M  - AKITSUSHIMA
W ~  22 5

1°  Approx 4
M  - 1



i & t m j a a s g g

m  BDRTH CAROL I HA
INDIANA 
WEST VIRGINIA 
COLORADO 
MARYLAND 
TENNESSEE 
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
IDAHO
CALIi«ORNIA 
PENNSYLVANIA 

x OKLAHOMA

1ST SECRET
Decemberj 1943*

3* CSMTRAL PACIFIC
aieSiieeflSfeSŜwi

I SB
Y&MSHIRO
FCJSO

x HYUGA (Being modernised)

CV ENTERPRISE
YQBKIOWN
LEXINGTON

SHOKAKU

COWPENS 
IsELLEAU WOOD 
MONTEREY

SOWANNEE
SANGAMON
CHENANGO 
BARNES 
COPAHEE 
CORAL SEA 
CORREGIDOR 
LONG ISLAND 
MISSION RAY 
NASSAU

HO SBC 

ac HAYATAKA

*  OTAKA
CHOYO (Pass* 3unit)

kil BALTIMORE 
BOSTON ' 
CHESTER 
WICHITA
NEW ORLEANS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
PENSACOLA 
SAN FRANCISCO 
INDIANAPOLIS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
PORTLAND 

x LOUISVILLE

sc HACHI 
ac ATAOO 
x TAKAO 
aS M A YA

OAKLAND 
x RENO
x CONCORD

fATSUTA.
YAKAGI “(on trials)
TAMA 

x KISO
x NATORI 
x YURARI

X a V A C V S

s

43

POCOMOKE

Approx 35 
Atiprox 50 

?

RASHIMA 
6 -  7
CHIYODA

3
Approx 30
Approx 30
2 (one repairing)

x ?7on-effective

3



MOSS^SC]
21

4 , flQQgH EASgBBtH

RET
iber. 1943.

OJ2

TREKTOU

2

5. S&S3? u asiM  = iw pxan  ocea :{

Southwest Pacific* 
jM  ̂ rj3_ikaadfcii!^^

£ H l i

S i

CL

SM2:>

YprAUii

0/&XM

XAV/XC7S

DD

ADELAIDE

GUILDS 
VI *3 .PRESTO >1

r a m h l i e s

BATTLES

SUFFOLK
SUSSEX
HAWKINS
FROBISHER

KENYA
NEWCASTLE
MANCHESTER
CEYLON
DAMAE
EMSRAIiD

CANTOH
CHITRAL
CARTHAGE

ALBATROSS

?

VAH GALEN Approx
TJBRK HIDDES

BILLPISH
1* ?

CABR1LLA )
POMPOM

1
/

POTER
V
/ On Patrol

KIHOFISH
•1
/

HASHER
\
0

RATS I
\
/

HAT jt

K.12 j;
BLiJiiFISH
BOHEFISH )
BOWFIN

T'-.
)
\

At Fremantle

GHEtt̂ iLLfc!

>

•

TIM) 3 A
MARWHAL j

PELIASAS

1 AlitCKftFT (I*W.Area Only)
Fighters (inel. 2? twln-eng.) 166
Light &  M/Bombers 55
SE/BoEiber s 16
F'^ing Boats 12
Floatplanes 49
Transport &. Obsn. A/C 39

ASHIOARA
AOBA

KUMA
01
Kli'AOAMl
k ik u

KASHII

KAMO I

1

10



C.O.I.C.

British - MOST SECRET 
U.S. - S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

.Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

D A I L Y  N A V A L  S U M M A R Y

Part I: Allied and Enejay Activity.
Part II: Allied and Energy Order of Battle.

No. 69g Date: 22 Deosrts£>er 1943

A. SOUTH VffiSfE FACFIC AREA

1 .NORTH EASTERN AREA

PART I,

(1)
(2 )

t3)
(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(6)
(9)

(10)

(1 1 )

(1 2 )
(13)

(14)

15)

(16)

(17)

(i) AIL IBP FOfrOES 

(a) At Sea to 1200/ 3g«

"P A R IS '*  "SBEPPAKTON* surveying Korobe-Euon Gulf area. 
So#749 escorting 1SELIWSA” departed Buna 1101/20 for Finschhafen 

ETA 0600/21* 
'|OOUCALn (ASH) ©n route Darwin to Milne Bay. 
KAFUNm9 escorting Convoy TN# 194 ("HELGA HOLLER1*) departed Cairns 

„ lSol/21 ror POBt Moresby ETA 0800/g4. 
BUI2DABERG "G3MPIEm "STA^EUi* escorting Convoy TN.195 ln(imacMn 

"DONALD StoLEAY" "W.BEAUMONT" "VAIHiTII/TSZ** HALAMO" 
•C.rf.RUSSEL" “THOMAS GORHIM” "R#STUART" "A#PIERCE" 
G0L0RAD0" "J#!!,CLEMENTS” 1 LST,1 LG 1,1 APC and 4 PTs) 

departed Vicinity HLtsroy i» , at approx 150o/21  for 
Milne Bay ETA 1100/B4# 

BROOME ^ f S * 7 2 w ’*YMS»315n "SC•732* escorting Convoy TM.196 
( S*K# BARLOW" "F • N # BLANC HET11 f,M .DAL? n PC • HEv7 IT ;JHI1 ’,T P0IJCE") 

f ^ °C*??inS to Piteroy is . departing thence 140Q& 
for Milne Bay ETA J.80Q/2S# 

WARREGO escorting Convoy W .4 9  ( "GE13ERAT. VRRAPTjra* «.<!thT/ia h» 

^ ? ^ ted ia« F T 5 l o A 8  ETA Townsville i s o o / S f  
" bSlARAT^ ! » Sydney 1244/20 for Milne Bay ETA 1300/27. 
BALLARAT VICTORIA proceeding independently to Townsville ETA

e . . * ™ * . . “ I'LARAI'" 1600/88, "VICTORIA* Dec.83.
HA»TJJ®A (a h ) departed Brisbane 184o/so for Thursday Island ETA 

s..m* Dec# 24#
YF#291u departed i?omsville 1205/21 for Calms ETA p#m» Dec#22. 

tfcenoe to ® »*sday  I aland and Ft. Moresby. ' 
^T- io irm r^i Caxms 1703/20 for Townsville was due 0530/21* 
uLAa,Sloi'ij damaged on Bougainville Reef departed Cairns 2021/20 

fov repairs ETA Caloundra 2000/24. 
COWRA SC.741 escorting Convoy m #39 (3 MV») departed Gladstone 

.. 1830/21, ETA Brisbane oloo/SS# 
PIRIE" escorting *BUNGAREE« to Lady Elliott Island thence 

0800 /lf!n8 ilKiepeildentlir t0 Townsville, ETA "BUHQAREE* 

"H00KI&1 re o r^o a JC A ^e sc o rtin g  Convoy PC. 93 (2 BT .) were to 'depw * 

" B O O T  escorting *WILLIA» BDRBHflM" departed Brisbane 1800/si for 
Lady Elliott I s . ,  whence both ships proceed independently 
to Townsville, ETA"BOWES" 0900/24.

“* 1 «*



Buna

(18) "£0.1122" escortflac "POEffT SAS PEDRO" daparft Brisbane 1312/2G.
" PC,1125f{ detaches at Lady Elliott Is* and proceeds 
Gladstone to fual, departing fort Curtis so as to RV vsith
"PRESIDENT OHAKT8 at OSOO/23 in position £7°03»S 155°C5»E 
and escort to Brisbane,

(19) "STUART" departed Caloundra 1445/20 escorting "BLUE RIDGE" (AGO) to 
vicinity Lady Elliott Is* whence "HLTB RIBGE" proceeds 
independently to Townsville ETA 1700/22, Cn completion
"STUART" to RV with frSEA PIKE" in position 24°18»S 15S°22»E 
and escort to Lady Elliott is , "SEA PIKE* not m t  and 
"STUART" returning, to Brisbane#

(20) 5 submarines on patrol#

(to) In Harbours

Flnschhafen *  Warships & Aux, •  "jPC«,1131" SO*a 650,748, 750
y h b . u

SercMnb Vessels s "CCHttRA’* "J3UB BOOREHEAD" 
"BALIXPAPAN" "KOQRAKA.* "MUSCRA" !tYAQDEB0*
!fJ. S. SARGEMT"

Lae - Warships & Aux. - YlS^a 334, 335 PC's 1121,1124
ML#431 SC’ s 741, 745, 746

•
 Hercisanfc Vessels; "J.W .M C&AY" "#M• S #GHAJJHING "

"BDKTEKOE"
Kiriwina - Warablpa & Aux# •

Merchant Vessels t "S .PAMIHG"
Morobe - Warships & Aux. •  "POETUMiS" (AGP)

- Warships & Aux, - SG*s 637, 737 YMS.51 PC.1132
"t r ih it y " (a o ) (a p )

Merchant Vessels4 "3 .lagJiSds" "J-.OABRILLO*
Or© Bay ~ Warships & Aux# - SC#734

3H8rchant Vessels i "tf.S.LAED" "M. DODGE" "MOAMOA"
?f£M. PROUSE" 9 J. ROSS" "G .V .L . MEYER" "W.H.P0IHT" 
"C#E, SfflTH" "R.?#!£ARF£B" *VAS SPILBERGEN" 
f*STAGEN"

Woodlark Is , - Merchant Vessels: "U£l"
Goodenough Is, •  Merchant Vessels; •
Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. •  "AUSTRALIA" "SHROPSHIRE" (CA)

" PHOEHIX" "NASHVILLE" (CL) "HUTCHINS" "DALY" 
"AMMRST" "BEALE" "BUSH" HBAG HE" "BROWNSON" 
"jgULL&ffY" "MUGFORB" "B A G O f^  ,,LAM30Fri^AYT0Ifi 

"SMITH" "UAHAK" "SHAW" "REID" 
"'i’LUSSER" "Af-UN^A” "WARRAKUNGA" "RALPH TALBOT" 
"HELM" (DD) nSAED2" "ISOA" "BROOKS" "CROSEY" 
"JCILTY" "STR3NGHAM" "WARD" *$>ENT" "GILHSR"
8 HUMPHREYS" (APD) "ARARAT" (AMS) 3Cfs 647,648 
SC *3 6 9 %  703, 736, 738, 742, 743, 744, 747 
SC1 s' 931, 982 YMS»3 49, 50, 52, 53 ,7$, 71, 73 
IMS'S 313, 314, 336 YP*a S53, 236 ML»s 424 
IL 's  425, 427, 428, 430, 431, 801, 806, 816 
ML's 818, 819 PG»S 47B, 479, 1119, 1120,1122 
25 LST*a 14 APG*s 29 FT*s "RIGEL" (AR) 
"DOBBIN" (AD) "OTUS" "FULTON" (AS)
"SPRINGDALE” (YDG) "AMYOUS" (AHL)
"WESTBALIA" (APA) "CARTER HALL" (LSD)
"LOOKOUT" (AG) f!P3filO" (AE) ■ POLLUX* (AKS) 
fiYUBHAH" (ASIS)

(HO tat SPECIAL 0PERATIHEAL M0VEME1ITS OUT OP
T O F M " r . g  -- --— -----

m tchans Vessels* "E .L ,ABBOTT" "ABIGAIL ADAMS" 
,f«T.ALDEN" "ANHC/3" "SABAMEERSER* "D .F . BARRY" 
•iH K W  BOLIVAR" "BDSWORTH" "j.G.BRADY" "CAES 
GL3ARB» "CAPE ANHEB "J,CARROLL" "ESSO BALBOA" 
P.A.EILER8* "J.EA3L" 5tETAMII" "G. II.FLAIDERS" 

nQAWtmmn "M.HAPGDGD" "P.J.IRWIH" "ISOLATOR" 
^■ C W  "AMY LOwGLL" "A*P.LIBDBERGH*
‘ J.IYKES* "MACTAH" "MIMEST FARMER" "MOEMACDAU 
"JO m  MUIR" "NAVIGATOR" "P.B.OLSOM" "OZARK" 

«J,PALMm""A.RAVA£LI" "JJORAB" "E .J . 
^I®JOTT M, M , STEW AR T " "CEAS,?, STEIM.STa,! 
"TlauMSEB" ^.THOMAS” •TJISAMHE" "E.H.ffSSTCOM

*■ -C •
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Port Moresby - Warships & Aux, - "BUN&URY "KATOOMBA" (AMS)
YMS*s 8, 46, 47, 48 ML*426 

Merchant Vessels* "MULIAMA" "SW A " ”7AS OUTHOORN" 
"CANBERRA" flA• BURLINGHAME "

Thursday Island - Warships & Aux, - "FREMANTLE" "COOTAMUNBRA" (AMS)
Merchant Vessels* "BAEIHDA* "8ARPENS"

Cairns - Warships & Aux, - "WARHEGO" "LXTHGQsf* (AMS)
PC*477 YP*280 ML»S 80S, 804, 805, 820 
"PLATYPUS" (AH) "0AL1D0NIAN SALVOR (ARS) 

Townsville - Warship# & Aux, - "SAN PABLO" (AVP)
"CASTLE MAIHE" (AMS)

Brisbane - Warships & Aux, - "TOWNSVILLE" "INVER2LL" "SWAN"
"WHYALLA" {AMS) "HERON" (AVP) "KTJRUMBA" 
sSUSQUEHANNAn (AO) " SEIKELLAMY" (AO) "H.T* 
ALLEN" "KAHIMBLA" (APA) "ALGORAB" (AKA)
ML'S 808, 809, 821 YMS»s 9 ,10 HDML 1325 
SC*735

(c) Proposed Movementst

X

"INVERELL'
Lady Elllost Is , whence vessels proceed independently to 
Townsville, where onward escort of "KURUMBA" to Milne Bay 
will be arranged •

(3) "ML*808" "ML,821* escorting "NORLAGO" with barge in tow to depart
Caloundra 1600/23 for Lady Elliott Is , whence "ML*B08"
"ML,821" return to Brisbane,

(4) !t STUART" to escort "BOSCBFONSRIN* departing Caloundra 0930/23, "STUART"
escorts for approx* 200 miles*

(5) "STUART0 to RV early a.m. Dee.24 with "ORION" (AS) in approxiaate
position 25®58*S 159°E and escort to Brisbane,

(6) "VENDETTA" to depart Brisbane to RV with "FRED AINSWORTH" at 0900/27
in position 24°1S*3 155°Ql»E and escort to Lady Elliott Is ,

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Solomons *» Deo*21, bafi weather hindered air operations*
(2) Buin - 1)80*19j 6 Liberators returning from Rabaul strike, bombed

Poporang, Kahili and Sara*
(3) Empress Augusta Bay - 1400/21, 6 Mitchells bombed and strafed Monoitu

mission.
Buka - (a) Dec.19, 3 Liberators returning from Rabaul bombed targets 

in the area,
03) 2255/21, 4 boats were sighted 13 miles W.S.W* of Buka 

Passage*
(c) 0430/22, 3 southbound barges were sighted by aircraft 35 

miles W, by N. of Buka passage.
(5) geni Islands - 1315/21, 6 we11-camouf1aged barges were strafed by

aircraft on the S.W, coast of Amblfcle Island*
(6) Cap-i St* George - 0240/22, a small craft was attacked by aircraft 20

riles N,W. of Cape St. George.
(7) Mussau Island •  1335/21, a northbound submarine was sighted by aircraft

loo miles N, of Cape Siemens,
(8) Kavleng •  2307/20, 4 Catalinas bombed Kavieng aerodrome starting fires*
(9) -

(a) 0200/21 a formation of westbound aircraft flew over Wide Bay,
(b) 1240-1405/20, 3 Beaufighters strafed 14 small boats on the

south -coast of Wide Bay,
(W )  Cape Hoskins •  Photos 21 Dec, show the aerodrome unserviceable and two 

"“"""""Tighter aircraft in revetments,
(11) gagtaata - 1455-160C/20, 12 Klttyhawks strafed targets between Coraoran

and Roebuck Point,

«• 3 •»



•  •
(15?) Ar&wft- (a) 0900/20. 18 Bostons bombed and strafed the oo&st between 

---  Sigul River and Hela Point (111 miles E . by K* of Kuli
River). , .

(b) Dec.2 0 , 2 enemy barges «ere sunk off Awang Island by
allied artillery,

(c) 0310-0445/21* three enemy aircraft dropped 17 bombs with 
undetermined results*

(d) 1200/21 j. 15«20 dive bombers with fighter cover attacked 
allied shipping in the area*

(e) 1500/21* over 100 enemy aircraft attacked. Ho details are
to hand as yet*

(f ) d  ec.lS-20, an allied pasrol reached the Sigul River 
(9 miles N* by E* of Gap© Merkur)*

(13) Gaoe Gloucester •  oaoc/si, preliminary reports indicate that several
—  ----- squadroas of Mitchells with Lightnings escorting

attacked the area.
(14) Bismarck Sea •

’ “  taT'"Sfe20/20# a large ship 30 miles I*  of Cape foams was 
attacked and set on fire bj a Catalina*

Cb) 0010/si, two ships 37 miles 1J.E* of Cape Pomas were 
afctacked by a second Catalina*

(c) 0207/21, a stationary large merchant ship 20 miles S. of 
Dyaul Island was attacked bj a third Catalina*

(14) Loaf, Island •  Aircraft sightings Dec,2D»21i»

0408/20 flight of aircraft Course 90^.
0920/21 M " u/l tf M 130°-230°.
16 20/21 !l n aircraft 11 160°.
1755/ 2'- 8 Bomb#rs 12 fighters " 1*W*
1800/21 3 Bombers ** 20QO,

(15) Fan3a Bay -
{a) 1004/ 20* 12 barges were bombed by aircraft on the west 

side of ilatiaa Island and three barges were sighted off 
Aris Island (13 miles of Hansa Bay). Several small
luggers were observed in Hansa Bay itself*

(b) lOlo /si, three small harbour craft in Hansa Bay*
16* Madang •  Deo*21, preliminary reports indicate that several

squadrona of Mitchells bombed the area,
17, Huon Peninsula •

(a)' 0§45-1I20/ lS, 7 Alroobras and two Boomerangs strafed enemy 
troops and five barges along the beach near Fortification 
Point.

(b) 0915/20, 12 Mitchells bombed targets neat? Hublka village 
and Wandokai *

(c) 1515*1545/20, 8 Alroobras strafed two beached barges and 
two other targets near Wallngal,

(d) Our forward patrols are advancing towards Fortificatlon 
Point, Large numbers of enemy were observed-moving to 
the north from Fortification Point and were engaged by 
cur artillery,

18* Upper Raau Valley -
(a) lo25/2C, 4 Klttyhawks dive bombed targets on Shaggy Kldg® 

(7 miles K* of Duapu) In support of our ground troops 
which fesss. then made a raid and inflicted casualties on 
the enemy*

(19) Cape 'Ward Hunt - 1110/20, a w ry  large underwater explosion with
deferis flying 400 feet in the air was observed by aircraft 
55 miles V* by E . of Cape Ward Hunt,

(SD) Goodenottgh-£irlwln& - 0359-0610/20, further details show that the
air raids on both Goodneough and. Kiriwlna were made by 
one force consisting of & maximum of twenty aircraft.

2* NORTH WESTERN ATtI;7.
n, .iiiii.ii«.im w  »■ 1 ii— ng 11 — 1 11 » i a •

(i) ALLIED - FORCEc
(a) At Sea tc 12Q0/22i

(1) ;,LATaOB£f' escorting "TtfTAGI" departed Thursday Is , 17oo/l9 for
Darwin 1SSA 153o/22,

(2) 9 submarines on patrol*
- 4 -



(b) In Harbour 8

Darwin •  Warships &  Aux# •  "ML'a 429, 814, 8l5tt 
Merchant Vessels: "COOLEBAR"

( i i ) ENEMY1 FORCES

(1) K&ukenau Area •  0700/01,- 8 KJLttyhawks "boa&ed Japero and Koeperapoka
(2C miles H#W# of Japero).

(2) Banda Sea - Dec,21, jetties apparently under construction were
observed at Nila Island in the Damar Group#

(3) Ceram •  0930/21, 11 Liberators bombed Amahai Village (S# Central
coast of Ceram). Three unidentified aircraft were 
sighted. Approximately 6 sea»trucks were observed at 
anchor 30 miles E# of Amahai,

3* SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(!) ALLIED FORCES 

9  ?a ) At Sea to 18oc/221

(1) ‘‘PRESTOI?" (AVD) departed Heron Haven 1300/20 ETA Fremantle dawn
23 D© c »

(b) In Harbour;

Fremantle •  Warships & Aux. •  8 ADEL AIDE11 "TROMP” (CL)
11 VAN GALEN” JERK H3DD33B (DD) "HORSHAM" 
"DUBBO" (AMS) BCHAMfTICLiER" (ASR) "ATREUS" (CM) 
H # HIPPOGRWILL" (AM) "PELIAS" (AS) ‘'ISABEL** (FX) 
SC,739 YP.288

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - ’’LARK" (AM) "CHILDS" (AV) YP#286 
Carnarvon - Warships & Aux# -

(11) EMBUS’ FORCES

Gerald ton Ar e a - 183< /20 , a torpedo track ms sighted 135 miles 
W# of Geraldton#

^ EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12oo/82g

(1) "PAIROILER” (CVE) en route Port Phillip ETA 2100/23 from San Francisco#
(2) MILDUitA* (AMS) departed Port Phillip 1921/20 for Brisbane ETA 1600/24.
(o) WATERS (APD) departed Sydney 1316/20 for Noumea ETA noon Dec# 23,

(b) In Harbour:

Sydney •  Warships & Aux, - "VENDETTA" "CONVERSE* "STACK" (DD)
'WARSHAHBOOL" "DELORAINE" "GOULBURN" "MORESBY"
" iSALGOORLIB" "GEELONG" "GLENELG" "vVILCANlilA" 
(AMS) "MANOORA" (APA) "HILO" (PG) "ABRAHAif 
CRIJNSSEN" "KYBRA" "YANDRA" "DQOMBA" (a/S 
Vessels) wTASMANm (AH) "QBAffJR" (AH) ’'GOLDSTAR11 
(AG) "mZAl," (AF) ML1 s 430,802.807,817,822.823 

M (Repairing,, Refitting) - "HOBART" (01.)
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "WAGGA" "BENDIGO* (AMS)
^esternport •  Warships & Aux. - "BINGERA" (A /s Vessel)



•  •
E* CBKTRAL PACIFIC EKEMT PGRCBS

^aPin^a&arangi Is. Area •  1245/21, one destroyer on course
50w was slgh'tel' by aircraft 230 miles I . I .W ,  of 
Kapi ngamarangi Island#

C. SOUTH PACIFIC
ENEMY FORCES

New ilebrl&es •  0225/21, indications were received of 
an enemy submarine 240 miles E .F .E . of Vila .

s g i s j o M M r e

(1) Consolidation of defences Marshalls, Carolines, Bismarcks,
North coast Mv  Guinea, East Indies, Malayan areas,

(2) Constant effort to maintain maximum air and naval strength in
general Carolines, Mar shall a, Bismarcks. New Guinea areas 
toooff-set allied forward moves.

(3) Use of barges, submarines and destroyers for night transportation
runs .to forward areas,

(4) Continued use of submarines for reconnaissance and offensive
patrol duties in a llied operational areas in Pacific and
Indian ocean#
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PART II

ALLIED & EKS3SST ORDER OP BATTLE
1 / 'S & m ' &

ALLIED FORCES enemy forces

SB

Southwest Paoli'Tc Bfaimrcks " " Oar'oxTnos
(Eastern Section) South Pacific Solomons Marshalls

VA3KINGT0N 
MAS 3AC HOSETTS 
Soul'll DAKOTA 
ALABAMA

YAMATO
MUSA3EI
K0H90
33ARUNA
NAOATO
aursu

CV .SARATOGA

I S  a m

Fv (i.)

CV (E)

PRINCETON
INDEPENDENCE

PRINCE WILLIAM
BRETON 
ALT A M  FA 
PATROLLER

2UIH0 
RYUHO 
HITASA

CHITOSE
UHYO

GA

CL

CL (?)

*£r' TTF

XAV^

DD

AUSTRALIA
SHROPSHIRE

PHOENIX
NASHVILLE

J* 5DBA3T

HERON 
SAN PABLO 
HAL? MOO N

WARRAMUJOA 
AKUNTA 

, HELM
RALPH TALBOT 
31'JAR T 
VENDETTA 
COMYNGHAM 
3AGLEY 
DRAYTON 
FXUSSEE 
LAMSON 
KAHAN 
REID 
H0T0HIMS

COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MONTPELLIER 
HONOLULU 
ST. LOUIS 
SAN DIEGO 
SANTA PE 
MOBILE 

as BIRMINGHAM 
*  DENVER 
x LEAFDER

WRISBT
BALLARD
CHAKEELEUR

Approx 40

BACBE 
BROWNSON 
MULLANY 
DALY
ANHE ST 
B12ALE 
BUSH

HAGUE0
IfflOSQ
TONE
CHORAI
KUMANO
SUZUYA
TIIFJMA

*  MOGAMI

NAKA) Two 
ISUZU )poaaiblj 
NAGARA) sunk: 
N03HIR0 
OYODO

*  AGANO

KATORI
1-2 (one damaged)

* NCTORO

3

30
(some repairing)

& i-o n -6 i* f o c t i v&



J|0ST SECRET
<s2 December,l&43

j?T

j.'i

Anc

AD

AK

"Southv?e si Pac ifl~  
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

BALAO
GATQ
PESO
3CAKP

)
)
) On 
)

AL BAG ORE }
GUAivDPISH } At

BL AUK? I SB. )
REDPIK ) At

&2

V..A H .T ,ALIEN 
MANOORA 
WE STEAL IA 
KANIHBLA 
ALGORAB 
GILMER 
, .*NDS 
HUMPHREYS' 
BROOKS 
KILTY 
NCA
CROSBY
DENT
3TRINGHAM 
WARD

BLUE RIDGE

PULTON
0TU3

DOBBIN

l ; I GEL 
ELATYFJS

Patrol

Br isb ane

Milne Bay

Approx 80

10 APA 
S APD 
5 AKA

PROMETHEUS

^ C R A P T  (N*E.Area Only)

Fighters (incl, 16 twin-eng
Light & M/Bombers
SE/Bomber s
Flying Boats
Floatplanes
Transport & Oban* A/c

) 246 
157
45

o

50
12

"SIsTaa reks 
Solomons

liar u line's" 
Mar a halls

20 20

<?

2, NORTHERN ’ACIFIC 
ALLIED FORCES

CL

i/cvs

ss
AS

DETROIT
RALEIGH
RICHMOND

22
10

ERElvBC FORCES 

ABUKTJMA

AKITSU3HIMA
5

Approx 4 
1



CENTRAL PACIFIC

NORTE CAROLINA
INDIANA
WEST VIRGINIA
COLORADO
iViARYLAND
TENNESSEE
MISSISSIPPI
NEW MEXICO
IDAHO
CALIFORNIA 
EEWISYLVAHIA

*  OKLAHOMA

AIXI ED FOuOES

MGSri®kCRET
22 December, 1943

ENEMY FORCES

ISS
YAMASHIRO
FUSO

m HYUGA (being modernised^

ENTERPRISE
YORKTOWN
LEXINGTON

SEQKAKU
ZUIKAKU

COWPENS 
BELLEAU WOOD 
MONTEREY

H03H0 

k BAYATAKA

SIM AR NEE
SANGAMON
CHENANGO
BARNES
COPAHEE
CORAL SEA
CORFE6IDOR
LONG ISLAND
MISSION BAY
NASSAU

*  OTAKA
CHUYO (posa* sunk)

BALTIMORE 
BOSTON 
CHESTER 

WICHITA 
NEW ORLEANS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
PENSACOLA 
INDIANAPOLIS 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SALT LAKE CITY 
PORTLAND

*  LOUISVILLE

AT ACC
*  NACHI
* TAXAG 
M MAYA

OAKLAND 
* RENO 
it CONCORD

POCOMOKE

Approx 35 
Approx 50

9

TATSUTA
YAEAGI (on trials^
TAMA 

m KISO
*  NATORI 
x YUBARI

KASHIIaA
6-7

CHIYODA
3

approx 50 
Approx 30
2 (one repairing)

»  Non-effective



GL

DD

SOUTH EASTERS PACIFIC

A gt secret

22 December,1943

TRENTON
r »

3B

C7(S)

CA

HT,

CL (T )

XCL

iVv'/cVS

XA'/ZXCVS

DD

AS

EAST UDIES-INDIAN OCEAN
Southwest' Pacific “ " ' 1......... 1
(Western Section) Eastern Fleet Area East Indies-Philippines

RAMILLIES

- BATTLER

SUi'POLK 
SUSSEX 
HAWKINS 
FROBISHER

AEELAILL

CHILDS
■» .B* PRESTON

KB, NY A 
NEWCASTLE
MAMJ HESTER 
CEYLON 
LAME 
EMERALD

CANTON 
CBITEAL 
CARTHAGE

A ijoATEfi SS

VAN GALEN Approx Zl
T JERK HIDDES'

BUjLFISH ) V
CABRILLA }
POMPOM

\
i

*

PUFFER )
KIHGFISH ) On Patrol
RASHER )
RATON

%
i

RAY )

K* 12 )
3LUEFISH )

\JLOix
BO nip IK ! At FremantJe
COD \J
GREVALLE )

TINOSA )

•"'■Aii'fiHALi )

PELIAS

Area Only)
hters (Incl* £7 twin-eng. ) 

Li^ht t. M/Bombers 
SL/uOcaber a 
Plying; Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport \s- Oh an/ a/o

168
56
16
12
54
39

ASH x (tAK A 
A OB A

KBilA
01
XITAGAMI
KINU

KASHI I

KAMO I

1

10



BritisJi - MOST SECRET 
U.S. - S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

.Coabined Operational Intelligence Centre

D A I L Y  N a V A L  S U M M A R Y

Part I: Allied and Ene.ay Activity.
Part II: Allied and Enerry Order of Battle.

No. 6 9 4 Date: 2a December 1945

PART I .

A, SOOTH WEST PACIFIC ACcEA 

1 . NORTH EASTERN AREA
(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1)
(2)

(3)

(4) 

(£>) 

(6)

(7)

(8)
(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)
>

(13)

(14)
(15)

(16)

(a) At Sea to 1200/25t

”STILLA" "POLARIS” surveying Morobe»Huon Gulf area.
*‘80 .747“ ”133 .314” escorting "HENRY L .ABBOTT” departed m ine Bay 

0550/21 ETA Finschhafen 0lQ0/23»
"PC,1152” n8C*757” escorting ,fJUAN CABRHLQ” departed Buna 1210/21 

for Langemak were due 0700/22.
”WARKEGO” escorting "BLUE RIDGE” (AGO) was to dei>art vicinity

Fitzroy Island at approx 2200/22 for M ine  Bay ETA 0600/24.
"KAPUHDA" escorting Convoy TN.194 (S,HELGA ilOLLEE") departed Cairns 

1531/21 for Port Moresby ETA OSOO/24,
”B13NDAHER§” ”GYMPIE” " STAKBLLM escorting Convoy TN.195 ("GORGON” 

"DONALD McLBAY" ”W.BEAUMONT" HVAT  '̂ HrUT'fcg'" ALAMO” 
"C.M.RUSSELL" "TEOMAS CORWIN” 1R.STUART'51' "A .PIERCE”
11 COLORADO” ”J . M#CLEMENTSM 1 LST, 1 LCI, 1 APC and 4 FT«s) 
departed vicipity Fitzroy Is . at approx 1500/21 for Milne 
Bay ETA 1100/24,

”BROOME” "YMS.72” ”YMS.515” nSC.752" escorting Convoy TN.196
(”o.K.MR3D0lf» ,fF. S • BLANCEET” "M.DALY ' ”PONCE" )
proceeding to RV vicinity Fitzroy Is , departing thence 
1400/22 for M ine Bay ETA 1800/25.

"TULSA” (PG) departed Sydney 1244/20 for Milne Bay ETA 1500/27.
”MAJftTNDA” (AH) departed Brisbane 1240/20 for Thursday Is . ETA a.m.

Ds c. 24•
"ARARAT” escorting Convoj M\T»50 ("AASE LABRSK" "PAIiUD” ) departed 

Milne Bay ife00/22 for Townsville ETA 0400/34.
"BUJfBCKY” escorting “CANEETRKAu departed Port Moresby llld /22 for 

Cairns ETA 0550/25.
’'WHjTALLA” ”30*735” escorting Convoy QB.^O (5 tfs) departed Caloundra 

1449/22 for Bustard Head ETA 0200/S4* ”WHYALLA” and ” 30.735' 
detailed for Convoy LQ .40*

"INVBRELL” escorting "iOJRUM BAta (AO) departed Caloundra 1651/22 for 
Townsville, On arrival Lady Elliott I s . ,  vessels proceed 
independently, ETA ”KURUMBA” 150C/26, ”INVERELLB 110(725. 
lfKURUMBA” for onward routeing to M ine Bay.

"COLAO” departed Townsville 0700/22 for Sydney ETA 0600/26.
^GLADSTONE” damaged on Bougainville Reef departed Cairns 2021/20 for 

Brisbane for repairs ETA Caloundra*0500/ 24.
”PIRIE ’ escorting "BUNUARE.ft” to Lady Elliott Is . thence proceeding 

independently to Townsville. ETA •’‘BUNGAREB” 0800/24.

- 1



(17)

(18 )

(19)

(20) 

( 21 ) 

(22)

“BOIHEN” escorting “E3XLXAM BUHffHA.w” departed. Brisbane lSOO/21 for 
Lady Elliott I s , ,  whence both ships proceed independently 
to Townsville, ETA “BOWER” 0900/24,

“COWRA” ”30*741” escorting Qom-oy L.-*59 (3 MVs) departed 
Gladstone 18S0/21 was due' Bri'sbine 0100/S3,

“ PC * 1123“ escorting “POINT SAN PEDRO” departed Brisbane 1312/20. 
“PC*1123“ detaches at Lady Elliott Is , and proceeds 
Gladstone to fuel, departing Port Curtis so as to RV with 
“PRESIDENT GRAB]?" at 060C/23 in. position 27°03»S 15 5° 05 »E 
and escort to Brisbane,

“TOWN3VILLS n escorting 51 BO3CHFQNTEW n was to depart Caloundra
0930/23 and escort till 1800/23, then returning Brisbane. 

“MILDUE*” (AMS) departed fort Ftiillijj 1921/20 for Brisbane ETA 
160c/24,

5 submarines on patrol,

(b) In Harbour?

Flnschhafen

Lae

Horobe
Buna

Oro Bay

-Warships & Aux. •  PC, 1131 3C »s 660.748, 749. 750 
YMS. 11

Merchant Vessels: “GOMAHA" “JAHE MOOKE BEAD” 
“BALIKPAPAN" “KOGRAKA" "MULCRA” “YAQUERO"
" J, S. 3AR0BNT” “HELINGA”

- Warships h. Aux* - YMS’ s 334, 335 PC's 1121, 1124 
SC’ s 745, 746

Merchant Vessels: “J.W.MACEAY” "Wlf.E.CHAN KING”
r:BOOTEKOE,t

“PCRTUFJS" (AGP)
SC.637 YMS.51 ”TRINITY“ (AO)

Warships & Aux, -
Warships & Aux, - 

“MERKUR” (AE) 
Warships &  Aux. - SO*734 
Herchant Vessels:

Woodlark Island 
GoodenougE Island 
Milne Bay

I,G.V.L*MEYEHn 
Her chant Vessels* 
S-Torefe&nt Vessels? 
Warships & Aux. -

BW , S, LADD” *\m . PROUSE " J .ROSS “ 
"C .K , SMITH" "n .P . .VARHER“ ”3TAG8E“
”m a r*
” A. D. WHITE’*
ttAUSTRALIA“ BSHROPSHIRE'M (CA)

51 PHOENIX” " NASHVILLE“ (CL) "HUTCHINS” “DALY“ 
“AMEN" ”BEALS“ “3U3H” “ BACHE" “BROgfNSOE” 
"MUIXASY" “MUGF0RD“ ”BAGLEY“ “LAM SON" “DRAYTON" 
BCOKYI?GHAMu ?! SMITH” “MAHAN" !,SEAW” “REID” 
*PI»USSERn “ARUNTA” ^WARMMUUGA” “RALPH TALBOT”
9HELM” (DD) ”SANDS” “HOA” “BROOKS” “CROSBY” 
SKILTY” “STKINGHAM” “WARD" “DENT” “GILivBR” 
"HUMPHREYS” (AID) SC*s 647, 648, 698, 703,736 
SC*3 738, 742, 743, 744, 981, 982 YMS*a 49, 50 
YXA*8 52, 63, 70, 71, 73, 313, 336 YP's 233,236 
VL's 424, 425, 427, 428, 430, 431, 801, 806 
ML'S 816, 813, 819 PC*s 476, 479, 1119, 1120 
£0.1122 25 LST‘ 3 14 APC’s 29 PP’s “RIGEL” 
(AR) "DOBBIN" (AD) n0TUS" “FULTON” (AS)
“ SPRINGDAL3 " (YDG ) *!A^CU S” (AEL) “WESTRALIA” 

U F A ) “CARTER HALL“ (LSD) "LOOKOUT” (AG) “PTRO” 
(Aii) t?POLLUX” (AES) “YUMAN" (ASIS) "COUCAL” 
USE) ” SHE PEART OK” (AMS)

(Jtotet SPECIAL OPERATIONAL M0VEMBHTS OUT OP
i h ^ e  BiY~~s?Lonnr— ------- -

Merchant Vessels: “ABIGAIL ADAMS” ” J.ALDEN” “ANHUI"
”S .BAMBERGER” “D.F.BARRf“ “ SIMON BOLIVAR” 
“J.G.SRADY" “CEEALu” “CAPE ASEE” “J .CARROLL” 
“BESRY BODGE” “ESSO BALBOA” "F.A.EILERo”
“J,EAItLn “ETAMIN" MG. H.FLANDERSa "GANYMEDE"
“S.EAPGOOD” ”P , J.IRWIH” "ISOLATOR” “T.C.LO/ffi” 
“AMY LOWBLL" ”A, F.LIKBBERGH“ “ .T.LYKES" ”MACTAN“ 
“MIDWEST FARMER” “MORMCDALE” “JOUE MUIRm 
“F.B.OL£ON“ "OZARK" “ J.PALlflER” “W .H .POINT”
“A,RAVALLI” “NORAB" ”N .J .3IHE0TT””M.M. STEWART” 
“CHAS, P. STEINMETZ” “TECUMSEH” "A .THOMS”
“TJISADANB'1 ”VAN SPILBERGEN ” ”E. N.WESTCOTT”

- 2 -



Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - wEATOQMBA* (AMS) YMS*s 8, 46, 4?
YMS.48 MI#4£6 

Merchant Vessels: "MULIAMA*1 "S W A " "VAN OUTHOGRW1'
A • BURL INCtHA: ■' E i!

Thursday Island •  Warships k Aux. •  nCOOTAmHEDRAn (AMS)
Merchant Vessels: “BABINDA" WSAHFSH3.,‘

Cairns - War ships & Aux.. •  "LITHGOW* (AMS) SC, 731 PC *477
YP?s 280, 291 ML*e 803, 804, 805, 820 
"PLATYPUS" (AH) "GALEDQHIAK SALVOS” (M S ) 

Townnsville - Warsfclpe & Aux. - "SAH PABLO** (AVP) "BALLARAT**
(AMS) ,SC A STL 3MAI UK" (AMS) •VICTORIA1’ (AO) 

Brisbane - Warships & Aux. ** "STUART" (DD) "WAN* (AMS)
'HEROH01 (AVP) "fltfSqBBHttllA" " SlIIESLLAiMY" (AO) 
"H,T .ALLEN” ^KABIWBLA” (APA) "AL^OLAB* (AKA) 
ML's 808, 809, 621 YMS's 9, 10 HDF3L 1325

(c) Proposed Movement sfr

JQTl 
)/2i

(1) ”l.iL#808w "ML*821" escorting "KQRLASO1* with barge In tow to depart
C&loundra 1600/23 for Lady Elliott Is, whence 'iCL.BOS"" "ML.821" 
proceed Gladstone ,TA 0800/25.

(11) \LIUIZ FORCES

(1) Bougainville •
" (a)' 'Photos Dec,22 show all run® ay a unserviceable ,

Kara s 4 gun heavy a/ a  battery completed.
id eta 236 buildings destroyed by air strike on 19 Dec,

(b) 0300/22, FT boats sank one bar ge ^ miles of Otua Island 
(off S ,E , coast Bougainville.

(2) Empress Augusta Ba^ - *

~T&) 130c;/2l, a submarine was reported 30 miles 3. by E# of Cape 
Motupena.

(b) 1416/22, an enemy submarine ?sas sighted 9 miles W. by S. of 
Gape Moltke.

(s ) Tlnputg Earbour •  Dec*20, allied destroyers bombarded the Tinputs*
Papas areas (H. coast Bougainville) destroying buildings 
and causing several fires,

(4) Muasau Island «
(a) 1230/21, further reports show that the northbound destroyer 

attacked was possibly damaged by & 20 ft , hear raiss,
(b) 0950/22, a hospital ship 20 miles S .W, by S. of Cape 

 ̂ _ Siemens on course 170° was sighted by aircraft,
Low lanover •  1150/22 one small freighter transport, 2 unidentified 

vessels 53 miles S. of Cape Matanalem on course 30° were 
sighted by aircraft.

(6) Kavieng -
(a) 2319/21, 5 Oatalinas bombed - Kavieng star.ting fires and 

explosions.
(b) The following shipping was reported by the Catalinas:-

1 large and 2 small vessels anchored off Kavieng.
A/A was encountered from two ships in the area.
The lights of a vessel were sighted 3 : miles S .3 .E . Kavieng,

*c) Might Dec,21, one hospital ship on course 160° was sighted 
off the West Central coast of Bfcw Ireland.

(7) Bismarck Sea -

(a)’ '0200/2l s one large freighter ,©r.e transport SO miles S .E . 
by E , of Kavieng on course 90®» The transport was ablaze 
from funnel to bow*

{») 0220/21, a large freighter was bombed by two Liberators
80 miles S.E . by S. of Eavieng# Two direct hits were 3cored 
and the vessel was left slowly sinking and is claimed 
destroyed. The aircraft when returning sighted a number 
of lifeboats around the capsized vessel,

(e) 0138/21, one unidentified ship 25 miles N.N.E, of Tala sea 
course 190° was sighted by aircraft, This might well be 
a destroyer on a transportation mission from Rabaul to 
Garcve Island or north How Britain coast,

{a} oooc/cl, 4 unidentified ships, one unidentified boat 50

aircraft ^  CaP®- &atanal©» course 22° were sighted by

- 3 •



<7) Bismarck Sea (ConSTj - ^
(el O ils /s i , a large target possibly a submarine was 

indicated 36 miles 3*3. 7, of Cape M&tanalesn*
(8) Rabaul - (a) Photographs Dec*22 reveal the following!

Aircraft!
22 
42

Kapopo
Vunakanau
Lakunai 77
Duke of York:
Simpsons HP.) 17 p/ps 1 4-eng. f / d

Total of Io9 aircraft*
Kotot Second phase interpretation o f previous photos 

Dec,18 showed;

Rapopo : 22
Lakunai : 60
Vunakanau : 58
Simpsons Hr*: 20 p/ps {1 poss. non-effects

3 f / B s (1 " tt
Total of 167 aircraft*

Shipping:
"7 destroyers
6 submarines
7 sub-chasers 
1 tanker

20 merchant ships 
Total of 41 ships, 561 barges.
Notei Second phase Interpretation of previous photos 

Dec,18 showed:

4 destroyers 
4 submarines 

14 cargo ships 
Total of 24 vessels, 307 barges, 11 small craffc,

(b) Dec.17 an additional fighter ’m s  been added to the total 
shot down by Soupac fighters making the present total 
ten aircraft,

(c) 2254/21, an enemy vessel was indicated 48 miles W. of 
Cape Pome.3 ,

(d) OOlu/23, three vessels 25 miles N ,N .E . of Cape Pomas on 
course 100° were unsuccessfully attacked by aircraft,

(9) Wide Bay -
(a) Q5S5/22 formation of unidentified aircraft flew 3.W. 

over Wide Bay,
(10) S .E . Kew Britain -

(a) l4£5-180c/20, further report shows 23 Kittyhawks were 
involved In the fighter sweep from cape Cormoran to 
Roebuck Point.

(b ) Sight Dec,21, 3 small speed boats v̂ ere sighted by 
aircraft in Jacquinot Bay,

(11) Gape Ho skins -

“la7 0955/21, 30 iCittyhawks bombed and strafed Cape Bo skins 
strip*

(bj 12i^cs/iil, t Bostons escorted by 22 Kittyhawks bombed and 
strafed the area. Pour dive-bombers were sighted apparent
ly attempting to land.

. (°)  163a/21, 3 Beeufighters strafed targets in the area.
*1S ' [Msmata - 0927/21, one flghterx was shot down by two allied fighters

25 miles E , of C-asmate.
(1®) fiein Bay •  1530-1680/21, five Lightnings strafed wharves and other

targets in the vicinity of H^in Bay,
« - 4; AP-gy*8 * (a ) 165-3/21, 7 Thunderbolts destroyed five dive-bombers and 
w  probably destroyed one of 40-50 dive bombers and

fighters over Arawe,

(b) 1200*1230/21, 14 Lightnings destroyed ten and probably 
destroyed two of 20-25 aircraft 10 mi3.es S . of Arawe.

(c) 1215-1235/21, 16 Lightnings encountered three enemy 
fighters over Arawe. Mo losses were inflicted or suffered*

(d) 1515-1620/21, 6 Aircobras strafed two loaded serviceable
/ , CaP® 'ieho (30 miles W,N, /, of Arawe )Air atrip),
v®) t>2fti)**0525/2£ about 150 bombs were dropped on allied

P°sir % °ns Arawe by an unstated number of enemy aircraft, 
a )  0804/21, £6 tents were s i f t e d  by aircraft in the camo

20 mlles S , of Cape Pieho,
- 4 —



(15) Bor gen Bay •
(a; 0300/21, an unidentified vessel with lights was sighted 

by aircraft 100 $ards off store in Bergen Bay,
(b) 1555/21, 7-15 barges were sighted by aircraft 1& miles 

3* of Katamo Point.
(16) Cage Gloucester •

(a) 08c 7-1610/ 21, 34 Mitchells, 64 Liberators, 24 Bostons 
with 41 escorting Lightnings dropped over 200 tons of 
bombs on A/A positions on Target Hill and dumps and 
personnel areas at Cape Gloucester*

(b) 0842/21, a small northbound, submarine was sighted 4 miles 
N .E . of Cape Gloucester*

(c) 0905/21, two stationary barges were sighted 7 miles
■ W, by S. of Dorf Point,

(17) Sampler Straits •  0230/22, FT boats attacked three heavily armed
120 foot barges 6 miles S.E. of Sakar Island. An enemy 
aircraft ineffectively boatoed our craft which also 

. v encountered gun fire from the shore*
(18) 7itiaa ot^alt - Aircraft sighting3 Bee*22:

0840/22, one u/l aircraft course 150° •
, 1406/22, an a/i flight of aircraft course South.

' :rQ^&k -(a) 0947/22, preliminary reports show at least 17 Mitchells 
. bombed targets in the Wevrnk area. Interception from 

approximately 30 fighters was encountered, reports to 
date showing that two enemy fighters were destroyed* two 
probably destroyed and three damaged*

(b) 0947/22, the following shipping wa3 reported by ilitchellss

1 corvette 
1 sea truck
1 small freighter transport
1 or 2 larger freighters or freighter transports.

Two destroyers 2 miles N,of Wewak on an easternly course 
were also reported,

(20) tfadang - 0843/21, 23 Mitchells escorted by 11 iO-ttyhawks bombed
and strafed the area,

(21) Buon Peninsula -

1730-183C/20 , 5 Air cobras strafed targets in the Saidor 
area,

(b) 0910-0950/21, 6 Lightnings strafed two serviceable barges 
at Kiari in 3<chlangen Harbour (lc miles W* of Sio),

(c) Bee,22, PT'a sank two and damaged one of three southbound 
barges 1 mile S. of Walingai.

(d) 1446-1630/20, 2 Boomerangs escorted by four Alroobras 
strafed targets in the Walingai area,

(e) 1640/21, our troops with tank support reached Hubiki* 
Sniping was the only opposition encountered*

(t ) 1130/<1, 11 Bostons oombed and strafed the camp area and 
<ao\ 1ta 4 4 ^ fen/ ^  positions E, of Wandokai,
' S2> ItM'.±wlna * 1200/*i2, a submarine 50 miles N.E. by E . of Klriwina was

s ift e d  by aircraft*

NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12oc/23:

(1) "FREMANTLE" escorting "DUNDULA" "DILGA" Y .4 "  departed Thursday Is ,
„ . 1500/19 for Darwin ETA 1730/24,
9 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour %

Darwin - Warships & Aux, - "LATROBE!l (AMS) ML‘ s 489, 814. 815 
Merchant Vessels; "COOLEBAR" "TULAGIw

til) ENEMY FORCES

^utch Mew Guinea -0819/22, an unidentified aircraft was indicated off 
Cape Valsch*
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(i) ALC. I ~ D FORCES 

(a} At Sea to 1200/55;

(1) "PRESTON" (AVP) departed Heron Haven 130c/20 ETA Fremantle dawn S3 Dec*
(2) ,fyp*286w departed Exmouth Gulf 1915/21 $TA Fremantle 1000/25.

(b) In Harbours

Fremantle - War shins & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TRO&P" (CL) "VAN GALEN"
"TJERK HIDDES* (DD) "HORSHAM" "DUB,.0" (AMS)
" CH ANTICLEERn (ASH) “ATREUS" (CM) "WHIPPOORWILL" 
?AM) "PELIAS" (AS) "ISABEL" (PI) SC.739 YP.288 

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "LARK" (A’ ) "CHILDS" (AV)

4. lasteri* & southern  area

( i ) iff.LIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 120o/23;

(1) "GEELONG" "YAKDRA" ^KALG-OOKLH" escorting Convoy GP.94 (3 MVs) were fco 
depart Sydney 0800/23 for Ca 1 oundr&,"wh9n c ©“""riALGOORLIn'" 
proceeds Townsville.

(S ) "ROCESWJPTOy" "ECHliCA" escorting Convoy PG.93 (3 IWs) departed 
Erl sb an8 1143/22 ETA Sydney 200g/ pAV

(3) '* PATROLLER15 (CVE) en route Port PhillipETA 2100/23 from San Francisco,

(b) In Harbour ;

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "VENDETTA" "CONVERSE" "STACK"
(DD) "WARHHAMBCOL" "DELORAINE" "GGULBURN”
"MORESET" GLEHELG" "WILCAMIA" (AMS)
"MANOORA" (APA) "HILO" (PG) "ABRAHAM 
CRIOHSSEW" "KYBRA" "DOOMBA" (A/S Vessels) 
"TASMAN" (AH) "ORANJE" (AH) "GOLDSTAR" (AG) 
"MIZAR" (AF) ML»s 430, S()2, 807, 817, 822,823 

(Repairing, Refitting) - "HOBART" (CL)
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "WAGGA" "BENDIGO" (AMS)
Westernport « Warships & Aux, - "BINGERA" (A/s Vessel)

(c ) Proposed Movements:

(1) "MIZAR" (AF) to depart Sydney a.m. Dec.24 for Brisbane.
(2) "VENDETTA" (DD) to depart Sydney 1900/25 to RV with "FRED AINSWORTH" 

at 0900/27 In position 24°13 ’S 155 0 l fi£ and escort to Lady 
Elliott Is. thence proceeding Caloundra 0700/28 ETA.

■iCT?'l?J PACIFIC A TtLA

ENEMT FORCES

San Cristobal island •  Two submarines have been reported}
(a) 1145/2^7 T W  miles S .E . of Cape Surville.
(b) 143o /22, 75 miles S.E. by E . of Cape Surville.

3, SOUTH WESTERN AREA

t l M ’a PROBABLE- M5XT at CVE

(1) Consolidation of defences Marshalls, Carolines, Blsmarcks, North
coast New Guinea, East Indies, Malayan areas.

(2) Constant effort to maintain maximum air and naval strength in
general Carolines, Marshalls, Blsmarcks, Mevs Guinea areas 
to off»set allied forward moves*

(§) ls& of barges, submarines and destroyers for night transportation 
vnxns to forward areas.

(4) Continued use of submarines for reconnaissance and offensive patrol

duties in allied operational areas in Pacific aid Indian ocean.
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PAR' II

ALLIiJ) FORCES

AT,T,TED L ENEMST ORDER 0 BATTLE 
HT. SoT O i & te&PM W ^ 7hUT^nJ

“Sbuthwe aT” Tac IfTcT 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

WASHINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
3001® DAKOTA 
ALABAMA

ENEi'Y FORCEo

Blamar c k s  

Solomons
T! Adelines 
liar aital Is

YAMTO
'.C?;SA3KI
KONGO
HARUHA
HAGAT0
MUTSU

CV (B )

CV(L)

CV(E)

CA

UL

CIjT)
SCI

Wf<!V V w

xavA cvs

DD

AUSTRALIA

SHROPSHIRE

SARATOGA
ESSEX
BUNKER KILL

PRINCETON
INDEPENDENCE

PRINCE WILLIAM 
BRETON 
ALTAMAHA 
PATROLLER

PHOENIX COLUMBIA m

NASHVILLE CLEVELAND
HOBART MO NT FELL IER 

HONOLULU 
ST, LOuIS 
SAN DIEGO 
SANTA PE 
MOBILE

*  BIRMINGHAM 
a DENVER
* LEAID2R

mt « -
m m m

HERON WRIGHT -
san pablo BALLARD
SALP MOON , CHANDSLEIffi

• 3 •
WARRAMliNGA
ARUNTA
IS7?T V.#

Approx 40 8

RALPH TALBOT 
STUART
TCTDETTA
CONYNGHAIw
BAGLEY

DRAYTON
FLU3SER BACHE
LAM SON BROWNSOS
MAHAN ISJLLANY
REID DALY
HUTCHINS AMMEN
BEALE BUSH

ZUIHO
RYUHO
BITAKA

CSITOSE
unyo

HAGURO 
K5C0K0 
TONE 
OHOKAI 
KUMANO 
SU2UYA 
TIKUMA 

k MOQAMI

cJAKA ) Two 
ISUZU ) po3 3* 
ilAGARA } aunk 
KOSHHtO 
OYODO 

*  AGAi-fO

K*‘TORI
I»2 (1 damaged)

*  NOTQRO

3
30 (some

repairing)

* won-effoctive



MOST SECRET
23 December, 1943

SoiTchwVs t Pa cif i c ‘ Bisma rck”
(Eastern Section) South Pacific Solomons

Ga 1-0 lines
Marshalls

SS

a?a/ apd/ aka

4

BALAO
CERO 
GATO 
PL TO
SCAMP

)
) ■

} On Patrol 
)
)

ALBACORB )
GDAKBFISH ) At Brisbane

BLACKPISH )
RKDFIK ) At Milne Bay

AGC

52

B.T ♦ ALLEN 
MAIOORA
WE3TRALIA
KAKIMBLA
ALCK5RAB
GILMER
SAMDS
HUMPHREY'S
BROOKS
KILTY
NO A

CBOSBY
m m
STRINGHAK
WARD
BLUE ',II;GI

Approx 80

10 APA 
9 APD
KK AKA

20 20

AD

AH

PULTON
0TTJ3

DOBBIN

RISK.
PLATYPUS

PROMETHEUS

Al-,ioriA:'"X (N.E.Area Only)

Fighters (incl. le twin-eng. )246
Light & M/Bombers 157
say:Bomber s 45
Flying Boats 2
Floatplanes 50
Transport & Obsn. a/c 12

2. NORTHERN PACIFIC

Git

av/ cvs
WT

jJ> I ED 0 tC \ 0

DETROIT
RALEIGH
RICHMOND

10
A

ENEMY h-qucES 

ABUKUMA

AKITSUSHIMA
5

Approx 4 
1
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MOST SECRET 
23 December, 1943

3*
ALLIED FOn.CE 3

CENTRAL PACIFIC
ENEMY PORCES

M INDIANA
NORTE CAROLINA 
WEST VIRGINIA 
COLORADO 
MARYLAND 
TENNESSEE 
MISSISSIPPI 
NE'tf mxico 
IDAHO
CALIFORNIA
PENNSYLVANIA

*  OKLAHOMA

I3E
YAM SHIR 0 
FUSO
HYUGA Co e I a,.:; mod ernlsed)

cv ENTERPRISE
YORKTOWN

LEXINGTON

3E0KA&U
2UIKAKU

CV (T ) - HOSHO

GV (L) C0WPEH3 
BELLEAU WOOD 
MONTEREY

* HAYATAKA

c v (e ) SIT .AKHEE 
SANGAMON 
CHENANGO 
BARNES 
COPAHEK ■ 
CORAIj SEA 
CORREGIDOR 
LOLE ISLAND 
ElSSION BAY 
NASSAU

OTAIA

OA

+

BALTIMORE
BOSTON 
CHESTER 
WICHITA 
NEW ORLEANS 

■ MINNEAPOLIS 
PENSACOLA 
INDIANA* OLIS 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SALT LAKE CITY 
PORTLAND 

.« LOUISVILLE

j*.
a
j*

ATAGO
MA0H1
TAKAO
MAYA

OCA •» o

CL

•

OAKLAND 
* RENO 
a CONCORD

s
»
K

TATSUTA
YAHAGI (on trials)
TAMA
KISO
NAT OR I
YU3ARI

CL(f),
. XCL

W 7 cvs 
1 XAv/StGVs. 

E5““
3s

M

POCOMOKE

Approx 35 
Approx 50

is Non-effective 

•  3-

XA3HIMA
6-7

CHIYODA
3

Approx SO 
Approx 30 
2 (one repairing)
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CL

DD

BB

CV(--)

CA

CL(T)

XQL

av/ cv s

XAV/XOVS

T ^ ^ " S

IfiST SECRET

4 . 30UTH EASTS*.K IC
d  December,1 9^3

TRENTON

2

EAST INDIE S-INDIAE OCEAN

Southwest Pacific
(Western Section) Eastern Fleet Area East InSxos-i-nxlx;iaea

RAMUXIES

BATTLER

CHILDS 
*B«PRESTON

VAN GALEN 
TJERK HIDDES

SUFFOLK
SUSSEX •
HA&KIN8
FROBISHER

K s m
NEWCASTLE:
KANCHESTEB
CEYLON
DAEAE
E EER AID

CAM1 ON 
CHITRAL
CARTHAGE

ALBATROSS

AgEnr ox 27

A3HIGARA
AOBA

ICUEA
Ox
KITAGAMI
KINU

KASHII

KAMO I 

«* 
x 

10

ss BILEFISH
BLUEFJSH
CABRILLA
POMPOM
PUFFER
KIIGI-’ISH
RASHER
:,AT0E
RAY

K.X8
BOHEFISH
BOWEL.
COD
GR3VALLE 
XINOSA 
MARWHAE

PEL IAS

) On Patrol

At Fremantle

•
ftIP.CRAFT ($•'.?• Area Only)
FlgHEers (incl. 27 twin«*eng.) 168

Light & M/Bombers 55
SE/Bombera 16
‘’lying Boats 

Floatplanes 
Transport t Oban* A/C

12
54
39
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British - MOST SECRET 
U.S. - S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

Goabined Operational Intelligence Centre

D A I L Y  N A V A L  S U M M A R Y

Part I: Allied and Eneoy Activity.
Part II: Allied and Energy Order o£ Battle.

No« 695 D£-te: 24 December, 1943

PART I .

SOUTH WE’ST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA
~ ' {!) ALLIKD FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12QG/24;

(1) "YMS.53" "SC .744" departed Milne Bar/ 0600/23 ETA Flnschhafen
2000/24.

(2) "YMS#71” escorting "Y .19" departed Milne Bay 12G0/22 for Lae
were due 1000/24.

(3) ”30.745” "30.746" escorting "BOKTEKOE" departed Lae 2200/23
were due Buna 1200/23.

(4) tt30.750" "Y M S .U " escorting "BALIKPAPAN" departed Flnschhafen
0700/23 were due Oro Bay 0700/24.

(5) "WARREGO" escorting "BLUE ‘i&GE'' (AGO) was to depart vicinity
Pitzroy Island at approx 2200/22 for Milne Bay was due 
0600/24.

(6) "KAPUNDA" escorting Convoy TK.194 ( "HELGA MOLLER") departed
Cairns 1331/21 for Port Moresby was due 0800/24.

(7) "BUNDABEuG" "GYMPXB" " STAWELL" escorting Convoy TN.195 ( "GORGON'1
"Donald  mclkay" "w . beaumqnt" "van  e e u t sz " "alam o”
"C.M.RUSSELL" "THOMAS COHWIN" "R.STUART" "A.PIERCE" 
"COLORADO" "J.M.CLEMENTS" 1 LST, 1 LGI, 1 APC and
4 PTs) departed vicinity Fitzroy Is* at approx 1500/21 
for Milne Bay were due llQO/24.

(8) "BROOME" "m 3 .72 " "YMS.315" "SC .732" escorting Convoy TN*196
(" S. K. BARLOW" "F.H.BLANCHES" "M.DALY" '"KTi T O F tT""”"PONCE") 
proceeding to RV vicinity Fitzroy Is . departing thence 
1400/22 for Milne Bay ETA 1800/25.

(9) "TULSA" (PG) departed Sydney 1244/20 for Milne Bay ETA 1300/27.
(10) "filANUNDA" (AH) departed Brisbane 1240/20 for Thursday Is . was

due a.m. Bee.24.
(11) "CALEDONIAN SALVOR" (ARS) departed Cairns 1621/23 to salvage

"MANGOLA" on Corbett Reef ETA 1200/2 4 .
(12) "ARARAT" escorting Convoy IN,BO ( "AASE MAERSK" "PAHUD"). departed

Milne Bay ISSO/SET for Townsville was due 0400/24."
(13) "INVERELL" escorting "KHRUMBA" (AO) departed Caloundra 1631/22

for Townsville. On arrival Lady Elliott I s . , vessels 
proceed independently, ETA"KURUMBA" 150g / 25, "IHVERELL w 
1100/25. "KUHUMBA" for onward routeing to Milne Bay.

(14) "COLAG" departed Townsville 0700/22 for Sydney ETA 060g/2 6 .
(15) "BOvmU" escorting "WILLIAM BURNHAM" departed Brisbane 1800/21 for

Lady Elliott Is . whence both ships proceed independently 
to Townsville. "BOWEN” due 050g/2 4 .

(16) "v/HXAISiA" "SC.735" escorting Convoy Q.L.40 (5 MVs) departed Caloundra
1449/22 for Bustard Sead were due OSOc/24. "WliYALLA" and 

sc .755" detailed for Convoy LQ.40.

-  “  ' ~ ~



•  •
(17) 11 SC,731" departed Cairns 1200/23 ETA Caloundra 0600/26,
(18) "ML.808" ’S/I L .881" escorting "NORLAGO" towing too barges departed

Caloundra 1625/23 for Lady Elliott Island whence "NQKLAGO" 
proceeds independently to Townsville ETA 1225/28 and 

ML.808*'"1L.821 % proceed Gladstone ETA o80Q/25.
(19) "TOWNSVILLE" escorting "BOSCHFOfiTEIN" departed Caloundra 1044/23;

to escort till 2l00/23, then returning Brisbane due 
H O C /2 4 .

(2$ "M2XDURA" (AMS) departed Port Phillip 1921/20 for Brisbane 
ETA 16 CO/24.

(21) 5 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbours 

Finschhafen

Lae

Morobe
Buna

Oro Bay

Kiriwina 
Gooden cnagh Is, 
Milne Bay

- Warships & a u x .  - PC’s 1131, 1132 SC’s 650,737
SC1s 747, 748 YMS.314 

Merchant Vessels* "GOfSAEA" "JANE MOQREIIEAD"
"HOA MCA” "H.L.ABBOTT" "KOORAKA" "YAQUERO" 
"DESIKOKO" u J .S . SARGENT" *MELINGA" " JUAN 
CABRILLO"

- Warships & hvoc. - YMS's 334, 335 PC's 1121,1124 
Merchant Vessels: " J.W.MAC2AT" "WM.E.CHANNING"

"LORINNA"
- Warshios & Aux. - "PORTUNUS" (AGP)
- Warships & a u x . - SC.637 YKS.51 "TRINITY" (AO)

"MERKUR" (AP) "STELLA" '‘POLARIS*’ (AGS)
- Warshios & Aux. - SC»734

Merchant Vessels: "WM.PROUSE" “J.ROSS"
" G * V . L .MEZER" "C.E.SMITH" "R.P.WARNER"
"ST AGE If '

- Merchant Vessels: "MARGARET THWAITES"
- Merchant Vessels: "AlHUl"
- Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" “SHROPSHIRE" (CA)

"PHOENIX* "NASHVILLE" (CL) "HUTCHINS" " DALY" 
"AMMEN" "BEALE" "BUSH" "BACHE" "BROvVNSON" 
"MULLANY" "MUGFORD" "BAGLEY" "LAMSOU"
"DRAYTON" "CONYNGHAM" * SMITH" "MAHAN" " SHAW" 
"REID" "PLUSSER" "ARUNfA" "WARR AMUNGA"
"RALPH TALBOT" "HELM" (DD) "SANDS" "NOA" 
"BROOKS" "CROSBY" "KILTY" " STRINGHAM" "WARD" 
"DENT" "GILMER" "HUMPHREYS" (APD)
SC's 647, 648, 693, 703, 736, 738, 742, 743 
SC’ s 749, 981, 982 YM3»s 49, 50, 52, 70, 73 
YMS’ s 313, 336 YP’s 233, 236 ML's 424, 425 
ML’ s 427, 428, 430, 431, 801, 806, 816, 818 
ML.319 PC's 476, 479, 1119, 1120, 1122
25 LST’ s 12 APC?s 29 PT’ s "RIGii" (AR) 
"DOBBIN" (AD) "OTUS" "PULTON" (AS) "SPRINGDALE1 
(YDO) "AMYOUS" (ARE) "WESfRALlA" (APA)
"CARTER HALL" (LSD) "LOOKOUT" (AG) "FYRO"
(AE) "POLLUX” (AKS) "YUNNAN" (ASIS) "COUCAL" 
(ASR) "SHEPPARTON" (AMS) :,SAN PABLO" "HALF 
MOON" (AVP)

(Note; SPECIAL OPERATIONAL MOV.'&ENTO OUT OF 
E;ILNE BAfr K O T '^Q eSTI

Merchant Vessels: "ABIGAIL ADAMS" "J.ALDER”
"S.BAMBERGER" "D.F.BARRY" "SIMON BOLIVAR"
"•J.C,BRADY" "CAFE ANNE" " J.CARROLL" "HEKEY 
DODGE" "ESSO BALBOA" "F.A.EILERS" "ETAMIN"
"G.H.FLANDERS" " GANYMEDE" "N.HAPGOOD"
"FJ.IRWIN" "ISOLATOR" ’T.C.LOYffi" "AMY LOIELL" 
"A.F,LINDBERGH" "J.LYKS58" "MACTAN" "MIDWEST 
FARMER" "MORMACDALE" "JOHN MUIR" "F.B.OLSON" 
"D2ARK" " J.PALMER" "W.H.POINT" "A.RAVALLI"
"NORA3" "N .J . SIN80TT" 'MM. STEWART" "CHAS.P,
STE INMET Z* "TECUM31H" ’A.THOMAS" "VAN 
SPILBERGBN" "E.N.WESTCOTf*

2
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Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - "KATOOMBA" (AMS) YMS»s 8, 46
47, 48 ML #426 

Merchant Vessels* "MULIAMA" "VAN OUTHOCRN" 
Thursday Is. -Warships & A\ax, - "COOTAMBHDKA"(AMS)

Merchant Vessels; "BABIEDA" "SARFENS" "THBDBNS" 
Cairhs - Warships & Aux. - "L IT ® o r f (AMS) PC.477

"BUNBURY" (M S ) YP»s 280, 291 
ML»s 803, 804, 805, 820 "PLATYPUS'1 (AR) 

Townsville -Warships & Aux, - "BALLARAT* "CASTLKHAINE" (AMS)
"VICTORIA” (AO)

Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "STUART1* (DD) "saFAR" "CSMRA"
"GLADSTOKE" (AMS) "HERON" (AVP) "SUSQUEHANNA" 
" 3EIKELLAMY" (AO) "ORION" {AS) "II.T.ALLSN" 

"KANIMBLA* (APA) "ALGORAB" (AKA) SC .741 
PC. 1123 ML.809 YMS * s 9,10 EDMI* 1325

(c) Proposed Movements*

(1) "BOWEN" "PIKIE’! "BALLARAT" "ARARAT" escorting Convoy TW.197 (18 MVe) 
to depart vicinity Pitzroy Island atapprox 1400/25 ETA 
Milne Bay 1100/28.

(11) ENEMY FORCES

»

Buin Base - (a) 1920/21 -0530/22, two Venturas bombed B’a isi.
(b ) 1200/23, 9 Mitchells boiribed supply area at Kahili and 

Short land Island*
Kl® •  (a) 1055/22, 5 Mitchells bombed and strafed Numa l?uma

Mission destroying huts and starting fires.
(b) 1200/22, four Fighters bombed a barge hideout 5 miles

H.N.W . of Kieta*
(c) 172E/22, 20 fighters bombed Numa ITuma. Pour fighters 

dropped belly tanks and set them on fire .
(d) 1500/22, four fighters bombed a fuel dump at Raua Bay, 

setting the dump on fire*
(e) Eight fighters attacked Tiaraka, four miles N.W. of 

Numa Numa, starting fires.
(3) Bougainville Island -

(a) 2045/ 20-0530/ 21, two Liberators made a harassing tour 
around Bougainville Island. The attack was repeated the 
following night.

(b) Dec.22, fighters strafed targets In the East and South 
of Bougainville Island,

4) Buka Passage -
(a) m o / 2 2 ,  58 Dauntless, 26 Avengers with 33 escorting 

fighters dropped 60 tons of bombs on a/a  positions at 
Bonis and Sohana Island and a barge hideout at Soriana 
Island. Fighters strafed nine barges at Chabal and 
Porton.

(b) 12oo/22, 9 Mitchells bombed Chinatown, Buka.
(3) lisaan Island - Dec.22, a number of loaded barges beached on north

shore of Nissan Island were strafed by aircraft,
(6) Feni Islands -

(a) 1236/22, 6 barges were bombed and strafed at Feni 
Islands, four being set on fire by 6 Venturas with
8 escorting Lightnings*

(b) Dec.22, 3 barges were attacked later in the day by 
a patrolling aircraft,

(7) Muasau Island -
Ca) 0915/23 4 large freighter 43 miles W. Course

•  transports Mussau Is. 100°
3 gunboats

Four fighters intercepted the allied aircraft which 
unsuccessfully attacked the convoy,

8 * mw Hanover - 1520/23 2 destroyers 30 miles Course
W.New Hanover 230°

Vj* ” 23lo/22, 2 Catalinas bombed Kavieng causing explosions
and fires, a / a  was encountered from ships in the Harbour,

- 3 -



{10) St. GeorgeT3 Channel * Night Dec.22*23, 3 enemy- night fighters
attacked a Catalina S, of St* George’ s Channel,

(11) Bismarck Sea -

(a) 2330/22 2 destroyers 23 miles IS2® Course
1 transport Cape Fomas 105

Two near misses with a 1000 lb. and a 500 lb. bomb were 
scored*

(b) 1145/23 1 destroyer 50 miles O T  Course
5 small cargo Rabaul 300°

vessels
C2 large,3 small)

(c) 0001/24, preliminary reports indicate the sighting of -

1 destroyer or 50 miles SSH Unstated
light cruiser Hew Hanover course

(d ) 0130/24 7-6 ship convoy 70 miles 5$ Course
including Kavieng 120°-160°

3 large transports

The convoy was attacked by aircraft, hits being scored*

(©) 0350/24 3 sea trucks 40 miles S¥?
Kavieng

(f) (i) 2215/23 2 destroyers 40 miles NHW Course
Talasea 200°

Two probable hit3 were obtained on one destroyer.
(ii) 0330/24 2-4 vessels off Garove la.

These sightings would Indicate a probable destroyer run 
Rabaul to Garove Island,

(12) Henry Reid Bay -
~ 1000/ 22, 7 Klttyhawks strafed buildings at Kalai

Plantation,
(13) Montagu Harbour - 1300/22, 7 Klttyhawks strafed a house on the $*

shore of Montagu Harbour,
(14) Cape Hoskins -

(a) Photos Dec,18 (3rd phase) reveal a new strip under 
construction 3g miles N,E, of Hoskins aerodrome. The 
strip will be lari own as Eassia strip.

(b) 0955/22, 22 Klttyhawks with an escort of 8 other 
Klttyhawks bombed and strafed the Cape Hoskins strip,

(15) Arawe - (a) 0222-0525/23, one fighter and five medium bombers dropped
34 bombs on Arawe. Ko damage was caused,

(b) 190c/l7-1700/21, a native member of an allied patrol 
reports 2 LCVs encountered six loaded Japanese barges / 
near Cape Pelho (30 miles W.H.W, of Arawe), Both LCVs 
were reported destroyed and 14 members of the patrol 
were killed.

(c) 1000-1030/23, 6 Air cobras on a barge sweep from Aisega 
to Sauren strafed and sank two large serviceable barges 
in Marjle Bay (off Cape Peiho).

(d) Some enemy barges wero reported on Dec,24 between Cape 
Busching and Arawe also enemy concentration between 
Runglo and Omoi (respectively 40 miles W.N.W. and 9 miles 
N.W, of Arawe air strip),

(16) Cape Gloucester -

'fa) 0800/ 21, 11 Bostons bombed and 3 trafed the coastal area 
near Sag Sag,

(b) 0800-1556/22, 76 Liberators, 26 Bostons, 9 Mitchells 
dropped nearly 270 tons of bombs on targets in Cape 
Gloucester-Borgen Bay area,

(c) 0913/23, preliminary reoorts indicate that several
. . .  ,ir , x squadrons of Liberators bombed targets in the same area,

•  (a ) 0945-0956/22, 30 Mitchells escorted by 42 Lightnings
bombed and strafed aerodrome and installations at Boram 
and lewak.

iirect hits and near misses were scored on two transports,
one large and one raedi um$ both vessels were left sinking, *
P? .3?- Intercepting fighters, five were destroyed by the

and 13 Dy the Ligtitnings and three additional 
fignters were probably destroyed. aacational
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.(•17) Wewak(Contd) -
' ' (b) 1000/23, more than 20 Mitchells boiabed and strafed Wewak 

strip and township*
20-25 barges or small boats were sighted along the E. 
shore of the Peninsula with stores piled on the beach 
nearby,

(c) 1533/23, 2 large freighter 70 miles KW Course
transports Wewak 240

1 sea truck
2 gun boats

These vessels may be departing from Wewak although the 
course is not conclusive*

(d) 1045/23, small craft were observed in Wewak Harbour*
(18) Hansa Bay - ' 1021/23, 5 Mitchells bombed Awar Plantation.
(19) Atexiahafen - 1120/23, 12 Mitchells and 9 Marauders bombed the dump

area at Slexishafen starting fires,
{2$ Huon Peninsula -

■ ■ 1 (a) Dec.22, our advance on the coastal track beyond Hubiia 
continues in difficult terrain.

(b) 0909/22, 6 Marauders bombed personnel and dump areas near 
Hubika and Wandokai.

(c) 0915/22, 12 Bostons bombed and strafed bivouac and supply 
areas near Hubika*

(21) Port Moresby - 0930/23, possible enemy submarine was reported by 
a  aircraft 40 miles S. of Port Moresby.

2* WORTH WESTERN AREA
" (i) ALL ISP ffOECES '

(a) At Sea to 1200/24;

(1) "FREMAMILE" escorting "OTKDULA" "DILGA” rtY .4 H departed Thursday Is.
1500/19 for Darwin ETA 1730/24.

(2) 9 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour;

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - ,sLAT:tOBSn (AMS) ML * s 429, 814, 815 
Merchant Vessels; "CGOLBBAH.n nT0LAGI”

( i i ) ¥REHY FORCES

(1) Dutch lew Guinea -

(a) Dec,23, a small allied vessel encountered two enemy 
vessels 200 miles I .  of Gape Vaisch. One of the vessels 
was set on fire and the otter was damaged*

(b) 1336/22 and 0810/23, enemy aircraft were indicated off 
Gape Vaisch.

(c) 1229/25, 4 Liberators bombed the barracks area at Mabire. 
One sea truck on course 340° was sighted just north of
labire,

(2) Ceram - Photos Dec.21 reveal that the greater part of the village
of Amaliai was destroyed by the Liberators' attack.

Photos of the aerodrome show the runway is 5000 ft, 
long; there are 12 bomber revetments and at least two 
medium bombers.

« * « »  *»«•*

SOUTH WESTERN ARM
(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/24:

(1) nYP*286® departed Exmouth Gulf 1915/21 ETA Premantle lOOc/25.
(2) MYP*288* departed Fremantle 1325/23 for Exmouth Gulf,

- 5 -



•  •
(b) In Hart;our:

Premantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TH(KPM (CL) ’VAN GALEN”
"TJERK EIDDES" (DD) "HORSHAM" "DUBBO" (AMS) 
"PRESTON* (AVD) "CHANTICLEER" (ASH) "ATREUS" (CM) 
"WHIPPOORWILL" (AH) "PELIAS" (AS) " ISABEL” (FY)
3C 739

Exmouth Gulf* Warships & Aux. - "LARK" (AM) "CHILDS" (A?)

E A STEM tr. SOUTHERN AREA

(i) AIL IBP FORCES 

At Sea to 1200/24:

(1) "GEELONG" "YAMDRA" "KALGOORLIE" escorting Convoy GP.94 (4 MVs)
departed Sydney 0737/23 for Caloundra ETA"1058/26, whence 
"KALGOCRLIE” proceeds Townsville.

(2) "RCCKHAMPTON" "SCEITCA" escorting Convoy PG.93 (3 MVs) departed
Brisbane 1143/22 ETA Sydney 20G0/fe4.

(3) "MIZAR" (AP) was to depart Sydney IIQg/ 24 for Brisbane*

(b) In Harbour;

Sydney - Warships & Aux. * “TALBOT” (APD) "VENDETTA”
"CODIVERSE" "STACK” (DD ) "W,A R R N A 0OL" "DELORAINE* 
"G0UL3URN" "MORESBY" "GLENELG" "WILCANNIA” (AMS) 
"KANOORA" (APA) "PATROLLER" (CV(E) "HILO" (PG ) 
"ABRAHAM CRI JNSS3U” "KYBRA" "DOOMBA" (A/S Vessels 
"TASMAN" (AH) "GOLDSTAR" (AG) ML's 802, 807 
SiL’ s 817, 822. 823 

(Repairing, RefittingJ - HOBART* (CL)
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "WAGGA" "BENDIGO” (AMS)
Westernport - Warships & Aux. - "BINGERA" (A/s Vessel)

(o) Proposed Movements;

(1) "VENDETTA" (DD) to depart Sydney 1900/25 to RV with "FRED AINSWORTH" 
at 0900/27 in position 24°18 ’ S 155°01fE and escort to 
Lady Elliott Is. thence to proceed Caloundra 0700/28 Dec.
ETA.

CENTRAL PACIFIC
_  Em m  F0RCLS

(a) 1640/23 1 light cruiser

(b) 1915/23 2 destroyers

(c) 0700/23 2 destroyers
( " SHINONOME"Class)

20€ miles N .W . Course
of Kapingamarangi 350°.

290 miles W .N .W . Course
of Kapinganarangi 230°.

180 miles S.by W . Course
of Truk 170°.

ENEIrff1 S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Consolidation of defences Marshalls, Carolines, Bismarcks, North coast
New Guinea, East Indies, Malayan areas.

(2) Constant effort to maintain maximum air and naval strength in
general Carolines, Marshalls, Bismarcks, New Guinea areas to 
off-3et allied forward moves,

(3) Use of barges, submarines and destroyers for night transportation
runs to forward areas.

(4) Continued use of submarines for reconnaissance and offensive patrol

duties in allied operational areas in Pacific and Indian Oceans.

— 0G0-»—
m 6 »



PAIL'- :»A7A1 SUMMARY 

PART? IX

SECRET
24 December, 1943

■ & EKB4Y ORDER OF BATTLE

1. SOUTH & SOUTH CsST'PACIFIC
Ai,,>Xi I ED x* Oiii/ ti c* eSE:vK ^GhGKi

’Southwest TpaoYf'ic ' "* ” ’"lilsmarcki"
(Eastern Section) South Pacific Soicnons

G'arolinss
Marshalls

BB

C‘'( '.)

CV (I.) 

i
CJV (...) 

CA .

OX;

C L (!) 
XCL
W7cvs

XAV/XCVS
rar—

A u STRaLIA 
SHRO P3RIRE

PHOENIX 
NASHVILLE 

m HOBART

HERON 
SAN PABLO 
EALP MOON

Washington

MASSACHUSETTS 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
ALABAMA

SARATOGA 
S3 SEX
BUNKER HILL

PRINCETON
IMPENDENCE

3RINCE WILLIAM 
BRETON 
ALT AM A M
PATROLLER

WARRAMUNGA
AltUNTA
HELM
RALPH TALBOT
STUaRT
VENDETTA
COKYNGNAM
BAGLEY
DRAYTON
xvLUhiSER 
LAMSON B4CHE
11AHAN BRCWNSON
REID iaULLANY
HUTCHINS DALY
BEALE

COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MONTPELLIER 
HONOLULU 
ST. LOUIS 
SM  DIBGO 
SANTA PE 
MOBILE

* BIRMINGHAM
* DENVER 
x LEANDBH

WRIGHT
BALLARD
CHANDELEUR

3
Approx 40 6

BUSH

YAMTO
:*USA3HI
KONGO
KARUNA
NAGATO
MUTSU 1. O

2UIH0(en route 
RYU HO Empire) 
HITAKA

CHrrosE
unyo

HAGURO 
-UYOKO 
TONE 
CHOEAl : 
KUl'iANO - 
SUZUYA •
TIKUMA *

*  MOGAMI

* NAKA ) Two 
ISUZU ) DOS 3# 
NAGAR&) sunk 
NOSHIR 0 
OYODO

Jk AGAKO

KATORI
1-2 (1 damaged) 

*  NOTORO

3
30 (some

repairing)

* Non-effective 
- 1 -



"36 u tfiw e s fc Fs cl R e  
(Eastern Section) South. Pacific

SS

APA/APB/AKA

AGO

AS

AD

AR

BALAO
CERO 
GAT D 
PETO 
SCAMP

ALBACORE 
GUARDr ISH

BIA CKFISli 
rtEDFIB

62

H.T .ALL RE
kiAHOORA
WES5EALIA
3ANIMBLA
ALGOR AS
GILMER
SARDS

HUMPHREYS
BrtO OES
KILTY
SOA
CROSBY
DEHT
STRIrlGHAK
WARD

BLUE VIDGE

FULTON
OTUS

DOEBIF

RIGEL 
PI A TY PUS

At Brisbane

)
) On Patrol
)
)

)
/

5
} At ailne Bay 

Approx 80

10 APA 
9 APD 
5 AKA

PROMETHETJS

AIRGRAPH (M«E.Area nly)

Fighters (incl, 16 twin-en;
Lirint & IVBombers
SE/Bombers
Flying Boats
Floatplanes
Transport & Osbn, a / c

246
157

45
2
50
12

MOSi^lLcHST
24 December,1943

“filsSarcks
Solomons

6‘ar oTIneT 
A& i-s halls

20 20

£• KOkTBERK p a c if ic

Cl,

av/ cvs  
re~ “ 
¥3
Is

ALLIED yon CBS

DETROIT
RALEIGH
RICEMOHD

2S
10

EK2MY FORCES

ABUKUMA

AKITSUSHIMA 
5

Approx 4 
1

2



BB

CV

CV (L)

Qv (T)

CV(E)

CA

ALLIED FORCTS
CENTRAL PACIFIC

ENSJff FORCES

MOST SECRET
24 December,1943

INDIANA
WORTH CAROLINA 
mS? VIRGINIA 
COLORADO 
MARYLAND 
TJSWKE5SEE 
MISSISSIPPI 

MEXICO 
IDAHO
CALIFORNIA 
m m  SYLVANIA 

Jt OKLAHOMA

ENTERPRISE
YORKTOWN
LEXINGTON

COW?j?NS 
B1SLLSAU: WOOD 
MONTEREY

SUWANNEE 
SANGAMON 
CHSNANGO 
BAREES 
COPAHEE 
GORaL sea  
CCREEOIDOR 
LONG ISLAND 
MISSION BAY 
NASSAU

BALTIMORE 
BOSTON 
CHESTER 
W10 B IT A 
NEW ORLEANS 
MIN&EAPCLiS 
PENSACOLA 
INDIANAPOLIS 
SAN- FRANCISCO 
SALT LAIS CITY 

PORTLAND
* LOUISVILLE

ISE
YAMASHIRO
FUSO

.* HYTJGA (being roo&ernised)

SHOKAKU
ZUIXAKU

*  HAYATAKA

HOSHO

*  OTAXA

ATAGO
* I-AC HI 
>; TAKAO 
» MAI A

OCA

CL

CL (T) 
XCL

AvTtnrs

VTT*—
S3
AS

OAKLAND
* RENO
*  CONCORD

POCCMOKE

Approx 35
Approx 50

TATSUTA
YAHAGI (on trials)
TAMA

# El 30
*  Is AT O R I 
.*# YUBARI

KASETMA
6-7

CHIYODA
3

Approx 30 
Approx 30
2 (one repairing)

* Non-effective



CL

ED

TRSKTOK

2

4* 30'TH EASTERN PACIFIC

MOST SECIuiT
24 December, 1943

BB

CV (13)

CL(T)

XCL

A V//ovs

x ^ /x c v s

A i

5. EAST INDIES-INDIAN OCEAN

Southwest Pacific 
(Westera 3cction) Eastern Fleet Area East Indie 3«»Philippine a

ADELAIDE

CHILDS 
i8f«B* PRESTON

VAN GALEN 
T JERK HIDHES

tAMILLIES

BATTLER

StfFFOLE
SUSSEX
HAWKINS
fr©b ish sr

KENYA
NEWCASTLE
MANCHESTER
CEYLON
DAME
SMBRALD

CANTON
C3ITRAL
CARTHAGE

ALBATROSS

Approx 27

BILLFI3K
BLUEFISH
CABRILLA
POKFGH
PUFFER
KINOPISH
RASHER
RAT OK
RAY

X/12

BOKEFISH 
BO.,Fir 
COD
GREVAILE 
TINOSA 
kIARWHAL

PEL IAS

)

) On Patrol

5
)
} At Fr©nan tie 
)
)

Al’. i C r ? (M .A r e &  Cnl;,)
Fighters (incl* 27 twin-eng.)
Ligfet M/Bombers
SE/Bombers
Flyirfg Boats
Floatplanes
Transport & Obsn* a/c

168
55
16
12
£?4
59

A3EIGARA
AOBA

XlfJVA.
01
KITAGAMI
KINU

KASHII

KAMO I

1

10
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British - MOST SECRET 
_ _ „ U.S. - S E C R E T

a  X  a *

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

.Combined. Operational Intelligence Centre

D A I L Y  N A V A L  S U M M A R Y

Part I: Allied and Eneray Activity.
Part II: Allied arid Enecy Order of Battle.

No. qqq Date: gg December, 1943

PART X .

SOUTH WPST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH E 4 S T M  AREA
--- ------ < i ) ALLIED FQEOK8

(a) At Sea to 3200/25 s

(1) escorting *VA8 GUTIIQORI” departed Port Moresby 1245/24 
ETA Cairns 1345/26.

(2) "BUNGAREE” and ”LITHGO«” escorting .Convoy TN.198 (Incl. "MOBILOIL*) 
were to depart Townsville 0200/25 from Port Moresby. ETA 090057.

{3} “BROOME” **YMS.72n ”YMS.315” ”80.732" escorting Convoy TK.106
( “a*.:, barlow " "p . it. blakch bt* "lA.iiALY" "i\c. hew itt  5 “PCIsce” )
Proceeding to RV vicinity Fitzroy Is . departing thence 1400/22 
for Milne Bay ETA 1800/25.

(4) "TULSA" (PG) departed Sydney 1244/20 for Milne Bay ETTA 1300/27.
(5) ”CALEDONIAH SALVOR” (AES) departed Cairns 1621/23 to salvage 

’’MANGOLA" on Corbett* Reef ETA 1200/24.
(6) "WVM EIL* escorting WKURUMBAW (AO) departed Caloundra 1631/22 

for Townsville. On arrival Lady Elliott Is .,  vessels proceed 
independently, ETA ttKORUJIBAn 1500/25, "IWEHELL* 1600/25. 
ttKURUMBAH for onward routelng to Milne Bay.

(7) nCOLACR departed Townsville 0700/22 for Sydney ETA 0600/26.
(8) "WHYALLA" ”3C• 735” escorting Convoy LQ.40 (2 fflfs with tours) departed 

Gladstone 1800/24 for Caloundra' i:.TA 0715/26.
(9) ttBUKB'DRYrt departed Cairns 1600/24 for Sydney. ETA a.m. 29 Dee.

On arrival Sydney to be sailed so as to arrive Melbourne not 
later then 4th January.

(10) ”30 .731” departed Cairns 1200/23 ETA Caloundra 0600/26.
(11) ”ML.808” wBH».821If escorting "KORLAGO” towing two barges departed 

Caloundra 1625/23 for Lady Elliott Island whence ”KORLAGO” 
proceeds independently to. Townsville ETA 1225/28 and lf;AL.808u 
SSj#821” procced Gladstone ETA 080C/25.

(12) 5 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbours

Finschhafen » Warships & lux. - P C s .1131, 1132 S C s .6 5 0 , 737,
S C  s. 744, 747, 748 YMS.53, 314.

Merchant Vessels: ”COMAHA” ”JANE MOORJSKBAD"
”, OA MCA” nH.L.AlibOTT” ”K00RAKA" ■VAQUERO" 
”DESIKQX0” ”J.$,SARGENT” ”MELINGA” "JUAN 
CABRILLO" ”J.EARLE”

■Lae - Warships & Aux. - YMS’ s .71 , 334, 335 PC’s .1121,1124
Merchant Vessels*. '*J.W.MACKAY” **WH. E. CKAMMINGH

"l o r i n m ” .
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*, Morobe 
Buna

Oro Bay

Kir iwina
Goodenough Is, 
Milne Bay

I

Port Moresby

hursday Is, 

Cairns 

Townsville

Brisbane

*- !J a r s h i0  & Aux. - "POETUNUS" (AG-Pj
- Warships & Aux. - SC.637, 745, 746 YMS. 51 "TRINITY"

(AO) ^MERKXJR" (AF) "STELLA" "POLARIS” (AGS)"RESERVE*
- Warships & Aux. - SC*s.734, 750 YMS.11

Merchant Vessels* "WM.PROUSE” "J.ROSS" "G.V.L.MEYKR" 
"C.E*SMITH* "R.P.WARNER” "STAGEN” “ALAMO” ”7AN 
HEUTSZ" ” . J* MGLEMSNTS" "BALIKPAPAM*

- Merchant Ve sales! "MARGARET TRWAITES”
- Merchant Vessels: "ANHUI" "W«.BEAUfo"ONT"
- Warships & Aux. - 51 AUSTRALIA" "SHROPSHIRE1* (CA)

"PHGEHIX" "NASHVILLE" (CL) "HUTCHINS*1 "DALY"
"AMMEN" "BEALE" "BUSH” ”BACHE” "BR0WK30N"
"MULLAHS* "MUGFORD" **BAGLEY" "LAMSON” "DRAYTOIJ" 
"CQNYNGEAM51 "SMITH" ":;AHAN” "SHAW" "REID” ”PLUSSER* 
"ARUNTA* ” «ARRASUHGA" "RALPH TALBOT” "HELM" (DD) 
"SANDS" "IIOA" "BROOKS” "CROSBY* "KILTY" ”STRINGHAM" 
"SffASB" "DEM?” "GILMER” "HUMPHREYS" (APD) "BLUE 
RIDGE” "(AGC) "BUHDABERG" "WARKEGO" "GYM PIE” 
"STAWELL" "SHEPPARTON" (AMS) SC's 647 ,'648 , 693,
SC1s 703, 736, 738, 742, 743, 749, 981, 982 
YMS*s 49, 50, 52, 70, 73, 313, 336 YP's 233, 236 
ML's 424, 425, 427, 428, 430, 431, 801, 806, S16, 
KL*s 818, 819 PC*3 476, 479, 1119, 1120, 1122 
25 LST’ s 12 APC’ s 29 PT»s "RIGEL" (AR) "DOBBIN" 
(AD) "OTUS” "PULTOM" (AS) "SPRINGDALE" (YDG)
"AMYOUS" (ARL) "ASTRALIA" (a PA) "CARTER HALL"
(LSD) "LOOKOUT” (AG-) "FYRO* (AB) "POLLUX” (AKS) 
"YUNNAN* (ASIS) "COUCAL” (ASR) "SA. PABLO” (AVP)

(Notes SPECIAL C PfeHz-TIQML NmmmSS  OUT OF 
I51LKK BAY aOT gjjggn  ’

Merchant Vessels: "ABIGAIL ADAMS" "OALDEN" "S.BAMBLIXiOER" 
”SIMON BOLIVAR* "A.BIERCE” "COLORADO" "P.CORtfIN" 
"CAPE AHSS* "J.CARROLL" "HENRY DODGE" "ESSO BALBOA"
f,A . EILERS” "ETAMIN” "GORGON” ”G . H. FLANDERS" 
"GARYMEDB" "N.HAPGOGD” "P..T.IR IN" "ISOLATOR"
"T.C.LOWE" "AMY LOWELL” ”A. P .LINDBERGH” "J.LYKES" 
"KACTAN" "MIDWEST PARMER" "D.MACLEAY” "MORiJAODALE" 
"JOHN MUIR" "F .B .OLSON" "02ARK" "J.APLMER*
"W.II. POINT" " A.R AVAIL I "  "C . ST. RUSSELL* "NORAB#
"N. J.SINKOTT" "IS• M.STEWART" "CHAS.P.STEINMETZ”
"R.STEWART" "TECUMSSH" "A.THOMAS" "VAN SPILBERGEN" 
"E.N.WESTCOTT"

» Warships & Aux. "ICATOOMBA” (M S ) YMS * s 8, 46, 47, 48 
ML.426

Merchant Vessels: "1ULIAMA" "HELGA ROLLER"
- Warships & Aux. - "COOTAMTJNDRA" (AMS) "MANUNDA" (AH) 

Merchant Vessels: "BABIM>A" "SARPENS" "THEBENS"
- Warships & Aux. - "ARARAT* (AMS) PC,477 YP's 280, 291

ML'S 803, 804, 805, 820 "PLATYPUS*1 (AR)
- Warships k Aux. - "BALLARAT" "CASTLEMAINE” "BOWEN"

" FIR IE” (AMS) "VICTORIA” (AO)
- Warships & Aux. - "STUART” (DD)"SWAN,! "COtfRA"

"TOWNSVILLE” "MILDURA" "GLADSTONE” (AMS) "HERON"
(AVP) "SUSQUEHANNA” "SKIKELLAMY" (AO) KGRION" (AS) 
”H.T.ALLEN" "HALF MOON" (AVP) "EANIMBLA" (APA)
"ALGORAB” (AKA ) SC.741 
YMS's 9, 10 HDJSL 1325

PC.1123 ML.809

(c) Proposed Movea©nts:

r( D BOwEN* "PIRIE'* "BALLARAT” "ARARAT" escorting Convoy TK .197 (21 M b ) 
to depart vicinity Fitzroy Island at approx T400/25 eta

- Milne' Bay 1100/28*.
^ 2 )  "MILDURA” ”C0ilRA’'_ "KALGOORLIE" escorting Convoy QL.41 (9 MVs) to 
^  depart Caloundra 1600/26 for Gladstone. After arrival Bustard

iiOad "KALGOORLIE” "MILMURA" Proceed independently to Townsville. 
COWRA detai led for Convoy LQ .41 .



(3) ""D  L 132551 to depart, ^loun dra  1300/25 DTA •Towns®.le 1200/28._
(4) WSC.741H is to depart Caloundra 1000/26 escorting ».CHAMSEii3 m  th

barges in tow. On arrival Bustard Head nSC.741" proceeds 
Gladstone to escort Convoy LQ .41 .

(ii)  iSTSE&Y FORCES.

'(1) Shortlaada - Dec. 23, 16 Air cobras attacked this area,
{2) Bmpr ess Augus ta Bay -

(a } Bnemy iaor tar a and artillery were active on Dec 21.
Our forward patrol contacted a small enemy party in the
I.E .Sector on Dec 21.

(b ) A.K.Dec 23, 47 Dauntless, 28 Avengers attacked enemy ground 
position southern part of Bay. One Avenger lost.

(3) Buka Passage -
(a) Miotos Dec 23 reveal both strips unserviceable* 15 barges 

visible,
(b) P.M.Dec 22, 21 Liberators involved in series of attacks 

enemy positions,
Cc} 123.5/23, 17 Mitchells attacked Sohana Is,

(4) Feni Islands - Dec 23, 2 camouflaged barges were straffed. At 0824/24
an enemy submarine was reported in this area,

(5) K'uguria Islands - (l?#E,of Feni Croup) - Dec 23, an enemy slop toning
1 oarges was strafed in this area and the? sloop left sinking,

A seaplane ramp and piers were visible at the southern end 
of the island,

(6) Cape St. Gec-rge -
(a) Dec 24, 2 Venturas escorting Soupac Liberators were inter

cepted by 9 enemy fighters in this area. Three enemy fighters 
were destroyed and 3 others•damaged without loss to our 
aircraft,

(b) P.M.Dec 23, 6 Soupac Venturas attacked the lighthouse and 
possible Radar station at Cape St. George.

{7) Bismarck Sea -
" (a) Further details of the 7-ship convoy sighted west of Mussau 

I s , ,  forenoon Dec 23, and later S. of Kavieng heading Rabaul 
during early hours Dec 24, indicate that one of the transports 
were carrying 5 barges on deck, indicating still further the 
enemyf3 policy of building up considerable barge strength in 
the Bslaiarcks area at the present time.
This convoy was attacked by a patrolling aircraft when 45 
miles S. of Kavieng and a 500 lb, bomb hit was scored on one 
large transport. The force was then reported to include 3 
large transports, 1 cruiser and 1 destroyer and several 
unidentified craft, and was on course 150° still heading 
Rabaul.

(b) Further details of the Soupac sighting Dec 25, indicate 
another enemy convoy including 9 vessels was observed 50 
miles HHW of Rabaul during forenoon, apparently heading 
away from the area. This force was Deported to nave 
included 4 destroyers, 2 large and 3 small merchant vessels,

(c) At 0745/23 Soupac aircraft reported a surfaced submarine 
105 miles IfE. Mussau Is,on course 200°,

(d) At 0825/24 one destroyer was observed 165 miles MBW Mussau 
Is. heading ¥. This same vessel was again reported during 
the afternoon still proceeding on a northerly course.

(e) At 0215/24 an enemy light cruiser was unsuccessfully 
attacked by a patrol aircraft in the area to the south of

"Hew Hanover, course unstated.
- Kayieng - Sight Dec 23/34,, 4 Catalinas bombed Panapai airstrip.
(9) ItaSaul-"'-

(a) Soupac photos Rabaul, Bee 23, reveal 6 destroyers, 1 submarine,
3 sub-chasers, 11 merchant vessels, 5 saiall craft and 200 
barges in harbour, Vunakanau and Dakunai airfields were not 
covered but Tobera and Hapopo showed a total of 40 aircraft 
including 28 fighters. 18 float planes and 1 flying boat 
were also in harbour.

(b ) At 1315/24 a Soupac aircraft also reported a cruiser outside 
Simpson harbour,

Co) At 1327/23, 18 Soupac Liberators attacked Lakunai. During 

interception by enemy fighters our fighters are reported to 
have destroyed 24 enemy aircraft and probably destroyed 
another six.



(10) Cape Hoskins - Forenow Dec 23, 24 Kittyh&wks st^iTed brie airfield.
Two probable dive bombers were destroyed on the ground and 
a / a positions silenced.

(11) Gasmata - Forenoon Dec 23, 10 fd tty hawks attacked this area.
(12) Cape Gloucester - Forenoon Dec 23, 60 Liberators attacked this area 

dropping 175 tons of bombs. Approximately 40/50 targes and 
small craft, many apparently unserviceable, were observed 
around Borgen Bay.
At 0900/24, 5 barges were reported at Lagunen Ft ., 8 miles 
SW of Cape Gloucester.
Forenoon Dec 24, another strong force of Liberators again 
attacked this area,

(13) 0-Grove Island - At 2145/23, 2 destroyers were reported 8 miles E. of
Garove Island heading in that direction at high speed. The 
patrolling Catalina claimed one hit on the destroyer and 
reported the fores changing course to East.
This would appear to be a transportation run to this area 
from Rabaul.

(14) Alexishafen - Forenoon Dec 23, 31 Mitchells, 9 Marauders, escorted by
Xb Aircobras, attacked this area. Several unidentified, 
aircraft, including 3 medium bombers and 2 fighters, "were 
observed on thfeae strips. Both strips were reported in good 
condition the following morning, Dec 24.

JftL5) Bogadjlm - At 1055/23 a small vessel was reported this area.
^ L 6 )  iluon "Peninsula - Forenoon Dec 23, 12 Bostons attacked barge hideout

and unloading point, Sic area. Four barges were apparently 
destroyed.
At 0935/24 a partly submerged submarine was reported 48 miles 
SB of Finschhafen.

2. I  ORTH WESTERR AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/25?

(1) "FREMANTLE* escorting "DUBDULA" "DILGA" "Y .4 H departed Thursday Is.
1500/19 for Darwin ETA 1730/24.

(2) "LATROBE" escorting "TULAGI" was to depart Darwin 0800/25 for
Thursday Is.

(3) 9 submarines on patrol*
(b) In Harbour ;

Darwin - Warships & Aux. •  "LATROBE" (M S ) a5L»s 429, 814, 815 
Merchant Vessels: "COOLEBAR" "TOLAGI"

3. SOUTH WESTER: AREA
(I) ALLIED FORCE,

(a) At Sea to 12C0/25:

(1) "YP.286" departed Exmouth Gulf 1915/21 ETA Fremantle 1000/25.
(2) "YP.283Mdeparted Fremantle 1325/23 for Exmouth Gulf.

(b ) In Harbour:

• Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TROW* (CL) "VAN GALEK*
"TJERK HIDDES" (DD) "HORSHAM" "DUBBO" (AMS)

• "PREST OB'” (AVD) " C HAH TIC LEER" (ASR) "ATREUS" (CM)
"WHIPPOORWILL" (Ail) "PLLIAS" (AS) T̂SAVirtT.” (PY\ 'WHIPPOORWILL" (AR) “PELIAS" (AS) "ISABEL” (PY) 
C.739.

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "LARK" (AM) "CHILDS" (AV)

4. EASTRRH & SOUTHER?: A a LA

(i) allied rui-icc;



(a) At Sea to 1200/25:

(1) "GEELONG" "YANDRA" "KALQOOKLIE" escorting Convoy GP.94 (4 MVs) 
departed Sydney 0737/23 for Caloundra ETA 1058/26, whence 
"KALGOGELIE" proceeds Townsville.

(2) "MIZAR" (AF) departed Sydney 1200/24 for Brisbane ETA 0400/26,

(b) In Harbour:

Sydney - ffaiiiips & Aux. - "TALBOT" (APD) "VENDETTA" "CONVERSE"
HSTACK" (DD) "WARRNAMBOOL" "DELORAINE" "ECBXJCa" 
^ROCKHAMPTON" "GOULBURN* "MORESBY" "GLE&EL&" 
"WILCAKMIA" (AMS) "MANOORA" (APA) 8PATROLLER" (CV(E)) 
1BIL 0" (PG) "ABRAHAM CHIJNSSEN" "KYBRA" "DOOttBA"
(A/S Vessels) "TASMAN" (AH) "GOLDSTAR" (AG)
ML1s 802, 807, 817, 822, 823.

(Repairing, Refitting) - "HOBART" (CL)
Melbourne " - Warships & Aux, - "WAGGA!i "BENDIGO" (A:S)
Westornport - Warships & Aux. - "BLCGKRA" (A/s Vessel)

(c.) Proposed Movesents:

(1) "VENDETTA" (DD) to depart Sydney 1900/25 to RV with "FRED AINSWORTH® 
at 0900/27 in position 24°18 'S  135°01 'S ana escort to 
Lad> Elliott Is. thence to proceed Caloundra 0700/28 Dec ETA,

(2) ".’ORESBY" to depart Sydney 27 Dec for Milne Bay,

ENEMY'S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

4, EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) Consolidation of defences Marshalls, Carolines, Llsmarcks, North
coast New Guinea, East Indies, Malayan areas,

(2) Constant effort to maintain maximum air and naval strength in
general Carolines, Marshalls, Bismarcks, New Guinea 
areas to off-set allied forward moves.

(3) Use of barges, submarines and destroyers for night transportation
runs to forward areas.

^4) Continued use of submarines for reconnaissance and offensive patrol
duties in allied operational areas In Pacific and Indian 
Oceans.

t
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MOSI^bcRET
25 December. 1943

DAILY IIAVAL SUMkARY 

FART II

ALLIED FORCES

ALLIED & ENEI'iY ORDBIi OF BAlTLui 

1 . SOUTH & 3DUTB .VEST PACIFIC
E m m  ?ojoss

Southv?e st Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South, raolfic

Blsmarcks
Solomons

Carolines 
ilar shall s

BB

37(11)

CY(L)

i r
07 (E) 

CA AUSTRALIA
SHROPSHIRE

WA SHI i?GT ON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
ALABAMA

SAiCA TO QA 
ESSEX
3UUS3R HILL

HilNOBTON
INDEESKDENCE

PRINCE WIL IAM 
BRETON 
ALTAMAHA 
PATROLLER

YAMATO
2SUSASHI
KONGO
HAEUNA
NASATO
MJTSU 0 i

RYUHO
HITAKA

CHITOSE (poss. 
UKYO Empire)

FAGURO 
My oxo

~ - 
CHOKAI 
KUKANO 
SUZUYA 
TIICUMA

CL

CL (T) 
TZL 
av7cv s

XAV/OVS 
I5IT----

PHOENIX 
NASHVILLE 

*  HOBART

HERON 
SAN PABLO 
HALF MOON

WARRAMUNGA
ARUNTA
HELM
RALPH TALBOT 
STUART
VENDETTA 
CONYNGHAM 
BAGLSY 
DRAYTON 
PLUS SET;
LAMSON 
MAHAN 
REID 
HUTCHINS 
BEALE 
BUSH

COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
ilOBTPELLIER 
HOEOLWT.U 
ST, IJOUIS 
3All DIEGO 
SAKTA FE 
MOBIL?

x BIRMINGHAM
*  DENVER
*  LEAEDER

WRIGHT
BALLARD
CIIANDSLEUR

3
Approx 40

NAKA ) Two

BACHE
BROWNSON
MULLANY
DALY
AMMEN

10

Non-effective 
•  1 -

jf

ISUZU ) 
NAGARA ) 
N0SH3B0 
OYODO 
A GANG

po S3*
sunk

KATORI
1»2 (1 damaged)
MOTOR0

25-30 (some
repairing



MOS*ECRia?
25 iPReiaber, 1943

■Southwest Pacific Biaaarcks
(Eastern Section) South Pacific Solomona

Caroline 3 
Marshalls

SS

PT

BALAO
CBRO
SATO
PETO
SCAMP

ALBACORE
GUARDFISK

SLACKFISK 
RE DP H  I

62

A PA/AFD/AKA II, T. ALLEN 
MANOORA

►

WESTRALIA
KANI-viBLA
AL80RAB
GILMER
3 AND 3
HUMPHREYS
BROOKS
KILTY
NOA
CROSBY
DENT
3TRIHGHAM
WARD

AGO BLUE RIDGE

AS FULTON
OTUS
ORION

AD DOBBIN

||R RIGEL
PLATYPUS

s IKCRAFT (N,E,Area Only)

5
)
) Oil Patrol 
}
)

5
) At Brisbane 

)
) At Milne Bay 

Approx SO

10 APA
9 APD 
5 AKA

PROMETHEUS

Fighters (incl, 16 tw in in g .) 246 
Li A t  & U /Bomber? 3 ~ 157
SE/Bombers 33
Flying Boats 2
Floatplanes SO
Transport & Oban. a/c 12

20 20

NORTHERN PAGUI G

® '//C ¥ S  
dEj —

AILIED FQRCE1S

DETROIT
RALEIGH
RICHMOND

22
10

m sm  scrcbs

ABUKUMA

AKITSUSHB1A
5

Approx 4 
1

- 2 -



ALLIED FORCES 

INDIANA
NORTH CAROLINA 
WEST VIRGINIA 
COL OR ADC 
MARYLAND 
TENNESSEE 
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW mxico 
IDAHO
CALIFORNIA 
FEM SYLVANIA 

m OKLAHOMA

ENTER PR ISE
YORKTO-VN
LEXINGTON

CONFESS 
BELLEAU ..ODD 
MONTEREY-

3, CENTRAL PACIFIC

® 3T  SECRET
25 December, 1S43

ENEivIY FOfiCEi

ISE
YAM SHIRO 
PUSO

x BYUGA (being modernised)

3H0KAKU
ZUIKAKTJ

3* HAY AT AKA
ZUIIIO

SW AM EE 
SANGAMON 
CHENANGO 
BARNES 

COPAHEE 
CORAL SEA 
COREEGIDOR 
LONG ISLAND 
MISSION BAY 
NASSAU

BALTIMORE 
BOSTON 
CHESTER 
WICHITA 
NEW ORLEANS 
PENSACOLA 
MINNEAPOLIS 
INDIANAPOLIS 
3A 2̂ FRANCISCO 
SALT LAKE CITY 
PORTLAND

* LOUISVILLE

KOSHO 

Jt OTAKA

AT AGO
* NAG HI
*  TAKAO 
if MAYA

OAKLAND 
m RENO 
*  CONCORD

TATSBTA
YAHAGI (on trials)
TAMA

* KISO
x NATORI
*  YUBARI

KASHIMA

POCOMOKI

Approx 35 
Approx 50 

?

6-7
CHIYODA

3
Approx 30 
Approx 30 
2 (one repairing)

Non-effective



CL

DD

B3

CV (E) 

CA

CL

CL (?)

XCL

av/ cvs

XAV/XCVS

DD

AS

lift  SECRET
28 December, 1943

4. SOUTH EASTERN PACIFIC

TRENTON

2

5. EAST INDIES- - INDIAN OCEAN

3 outhwest Pacific
(Western Section) Eastern Fleet Area East Indies-Philippines

ADELAIDE

CHILDS 
W,B, PRESTON

VAN GALEN
T JERK HIDDES

BILLi'T SH 
BLUEFISH 
C ABR UjIjA 
POMPOM 
PUFFER 
KING?I3H 
RASHER 
RATON 
RAT

%/22
BOHEFISH 
BOiVFIN 
COD
GR2VALLE 
TINOSA 
MARWEAL

PEL IAS

R A KILLIES 

BATTLER

SUFFOLK
SW3SEX
HAWKINS 
PR OB I SHIR

KENYA
NEWCASTLE
MANCHESTER
CEYLON
DAME
EMERALD

CANTON
CHITRAL
CARTHAGE

ALBATROSS

Approx 27

)

)
5
} On 
)
}

Patrol

)
)
) At Freaentl® 
)
)

^ ^ IX R A F T  (N• ;,¥• Area Only) 
W^IgHteri' (incl. 27 twin-eng. )

•
Light Sc f,l/Bombers
feE/fiombers

Flying Boats
Floatplanes
Transpca? t Oban, a/ c

166
55
16
12
54
39

A3HIGARA
AOBA

KUMA
01
KITAGAMI 
KINU

KASHI I

KAMOI

I

10
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p n T n' j  . V- • J  • x-/ • BritisJi - MOST SECRET 
U.S. - S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

D f I L I  N A V A L  S U M M A R Y

Part I: Allied and Eneiny Activity.
Pari# II: Allied and Eneay Order of Battle.

697
Date:

26 December, 194S

PART I .

SOUTB M‘:ST EACIEIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AiiiSA
(i) ALLIED FOECES

(a) At Soa to I2Qo/26s

(1) "STAWBLL" "SC .749" "YM3.335" escorting Convoy BE.3 ("WESTRALIA"
(apa) wm am  dodge” "AUGUSTUS tIT5M P“™"OTl palmer" ) 
departed Milne Bay S000/24 were due Oro Bay 0100/26.

(2) "YMS.50" escorting Convoy BC-.5 ("PIUUA" "YUN1AB,f) departed
Milne Bay l^c/tsA m re due Buna 1430/25.

(3) "PC .476" "YI.1S.7S" "Yr4S.313» escorting Convoy7BG.4 ( "GORGON"
"AMBROSE PIERCE" "THOMAS COH&Tl'f"")"' departed M ine  Bay

* , , „ 1025/24 were due 1800/25 Oro Bay.
" (4) BOWEW" "BALLARAT" "PIEIE" "ARARAT" escorting Convoy Til. 197 

(21 m 3 including "VICTORIA (AO) and 7 FPs} departed 
vicinity Fitzrcy Island at a opr ox 1400/25 for M in e  Bay 
ETA I I 00/ 28.

(8) "WARREGO" escorting "KSKUMBA" (AO) was to depart vicinity Fitzroy 
Island at approx 1000/26 for Milne Bay ETA I I 00/ 28.

(6) "BROOME" "YMS.72" "YMS.315" "SC .732" escorting Convoy TN.196
("S.K.BARLGHf" "F.N.ELAICHET" "M.DALY" "POMCE")
proceeding to RV vicinity Fitzroy Is . departing thence 
1400/22 for Milne Bay were due 1800/25.

(7) "TULSA” (PG) departed Sydney 1244/20 for Milne Bay ETA 1300/27.
(8) "BUNGAREE" and "LITHGOK" escorting Convoy TK..198 deoarted Townsville

0250/25 for Pori Moresby. ifcA d»00/87. “
(9) "MAJfUHDA" (AH) departed Thursday Is. 0715/25 was due Port Moresby

0900/26.
(10) "WARREGO" departed Milne Bay 1715/24 was due Grafton Passage 0600/26.
(11) KAFUBDA,f escorting "VAM Q0THO0RH" departed Port Moresby 1245/24

ETA Cairns 1345/26.
(12) "CALEDUNIAK SALVOR" (AK5) departed Calms 1621/23 to salvage 

v "MAHOOLA" on Corbett Reef was due 1200/24.
(13) ’GYMPIE" "BUHDABERG" escorting Convoy W , 51 ("OZARK" "Y .15")

departed Milne Bay 1520/24 ' S tA Grafton Passage 0230/26.
(14) BDML.1325" was to depart Caloundra 1300/25 for Townsville ETA

AA/OjQ

(15) "MILDURA” "COWRA" "KALGQTJRLIE" escorting Convoy QL.41 (9 W a .
1 LSTj 2 LG Is) were to depart Caloundra 0900/26 for 
Gladstone, On arrival Bustard Head "KALGOURLXE" "MILDURA" , 
proceed Independently to Townsville. "00WRA" detailed for 
Convoy LQ .41.

- 1 -



(16) wSO#741” escorting "EDwBrD CHAMBERS" towing S barges was to dept rt
Caloundra 1000/2S for Gladstone* On arrival Bustard Head 
"SC.741" proceeds Gladstone to escort Convoy LQ .41.

(17) "YP.291" departed Cairns 0625/25 for Thursday la. 3ITA 0900/29. 
<18) "COLAC" departed Townsville 0700/22 For Sydney ETA 0600/26.
(19) "BTJNB0RY" departed Townsville 2000/25 for Sydney. ETA 1500/29.

•
 On arrival Sydney to be sailed so a s to arrive Melbourne not

later than 4 Jan.

120) 5 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour;

Flnschhafen

Lae

Morobe
Buna

Fo Bay

Kirlwina

Goodenough Is . 
M ine  Bay

a
-  I- -r'-1 

1 .

W

If-
S'"

- V i  \  1

m rt Moresby

Thursday Is.

Cairns

Townsville

Gladstone

Warships & Aux. - P C s .1131, 1132 S C 's .650, 737, 747,
SC .748 YMS*314 

Merchant Vessels* "COMAHA" "JAHE MOORBHEAD^ "MOA MOA" 
"H.L.ABBOTT” "KOORAgA" "VAQUEHQ" "J.S.SARGENT"
"JUAN CABRIILO" "J.EARLE"

Warships &  Aux. - YMS' s .71 , 334.
Merchant Vessels* "vM .E .CM M ING" "LOR IM A "
Warships & Aux. - "PORTUNUS"
Warships & Aux. - S C s .6 3 7 , 744. 745, 743 YMS's.51, 53 

"TRINITY* (AO) "MSRgBR" (AT) " STELLA" "POLARIS*1 (AGS) 
"RESERVE"

Merchant Vessels* "M.B. JRADY" "RONHEKOE"
Warships & Aux. •  S C 's .734, 750
Merchant Vessels* "WM. PR OUSE" "J.ROSS" "G.V.L.iffiYER"

"C.E.SMITH" nR.P .WARIER" "STAGES" "ALAM O"VAN 
HEUTS2" "J.M.CLEMENTS"

Warships & Aux. - ML.818
Merchant Vessels* "MARftARET THWAIEES" "A .D.WHITE*
Merchant Vessels: "AIHUX" ^te.HEAUEOBT*
Warships & Aux. •  nAUSTRAL!A" ^SHROPSHIRE" (CA)

"PHOENIX" "NASHVILLE" (Ci) "HUTCH IB S 1 ;»DALY" "AMMEH" 
"BEALE" "BUSH" "BACEE" "BRO^NSOf" "MJLLAHY® "mUGFORD" 
"BAGIEY" "LAMSON" "BRATTON*' "CONYNGIiAM* "SMITH 
"MAHAN" /"SHAW" I "RETE" “FLUSSER" "ARUMTA" "WARRAMUHGA" 
"RALPH TALBOT" "HEtfe" [DD) "SAMDS* *NOA" "BROOKS" 
"CROSBY" "KILTY" "STRHTGHAM" "-’iARB" "DESiT" "GILMER" 
"HUMPHREY" (APD) "BLUE RIDGE" (AGO) "SHEPPARTON" (AMS) 
S C 's .647, 648, 698, 703, 7£6, 738, 742, 743, 745, 746 
S C s .9 8 1 , 982 YMS1s .11, 4£, 52, 70, 336 YP 'a .233, 
YP.236 ML-1 s 424, 425, 427 , 428, 430. 431, 801, 806, 
M L 's .816, 819 PC's 479, 1119, 1120, 1121, 1122, 1124 
25 LST*S 12 ABC's 29 PT's "KIGEL" (AR) "DOBBIN"
(AD) "OTUS" "FULTON* (AS) "SPiiOfGDALE" (YDG) "AMYOUS® 
(ARL) "CARTER HALL" (LSD) "LOOKOUT" (AG) "PYRO" (AE) 
"POLLUX" (AKS) "COUCAL" lASt) *SAN PABLO" (AVP)

(Notei SPECIAL OPERATIONAL MOVE ENTS OUT
—  i n  g o g o r o g g : 1 ? — —

OF

Merchant Vessels* "ABIGAIL ADA:viS " BJ.AIDERp "BALIKPJBN"
" S. BAMBERGER" "SIMON BOLIVAR" “COLORADO" "CAP-; ANNE" 
"J.CARROLL" "ESSO BALBOA" "P.A.SILERS" "ETAMIN"
" G • E . FLANDERS" "GANYMEDE* "N.EAPGOOD* "F. J. IRWIN" 
"I3SLATQR" "T.C.LOifSE” "AMY LOWELL" ' A. F. LINDBERGH"
J.LYKES" "MACTAN" ^IIEWEST FARMER" "DJdACLRAY" 

"MOBMACDALE" "JOHN MUIR" "F.B.OLSGN® "W.K, POINT"
A.RAVALLI" "C.M.RUSSELL* "flOiiAB" "H.J.SINNOTS"
" .1.STEWART" "CHA8.P.STEIN& ;T 2" "R. STEWART"
"TEGUMSEH" "VAN SPIlioERGE h " “ "E . N.WESSCQTT ”'

Warships & Aux. - "KATOOMBA" (A^S) IM S 's .8 . 46, 4*?, 48 
tlL.426 '

Merchant Vessels* "MULIA^A" "J2ELGA MQLLER"
Warships & aux-. - "COOTAiiUmU" (AK3)
Merchant Vessels* :'TEEE€liS" "ISLAI^-ER"
3 a r 8 5 i ^ s ^ 4 p . ( ^ f C . m  YP.280 KL»a.8«5, 804. 805, 820

Warships & Aux. •  ’’CASTLEMAI.ME" "INVERELL" (MS)
"AASE I1AERSK" (AO)

Warships & Aux. •  BfL*s.303, 821
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Brisbane - Warships M u x ,  - "STUART” (DD) "SW A ^'CO^RA"
"KALGOURLIE® "WHY ALLA" "GEELONG" "T0WN3VILLE"
"MILDURA® (AMS) "YAIDRA® (a/ s ) ®SUSQUEHANNA"
" SHIKELLASSY ® (AO) "ORION® (AS) ®H.T. ALLEN® (APA)
"HERON® "HALF MOON" (AVP) "KAMIMBLA” (APA) »MIZAR®
(AF) "ALGGRAB® (AKA) PC, 1123 ML.309 ffiS'a 9, 10 
aDML 1325 SC*s 731, 735. 

p  (Repairing, Refitting: "GLADSTONE11 (AMS)).

(c) Proposed .Movements g

(1) "GEELONG® ®YANJ>HA® escroting Convoy PG.94 (4 Sis) fco depart Caloundra
1200/28 for Sydney*

(2) "STUART" escorting "ORION" (AS) to depart Caloundra 1430/28, "STUART®
parts company vicinity Sydney and proceeds thither, "ORION® 
proceeding to Melbourne and Fremantle,

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Choiseul - 1645/23, 6 Mitchells tombed a reported W/T station at
Ilalevoli (N,¥ ,Choiseul),

(2) Buin Base -

(a) Night 22/23 I>ec, FT*s observed Veray lights being fired on their 
B  arrival and departure Torau Bay,

(to) Night 23/24 Dec, PT1 s were bombarded by large calibre shore 
batteries S, of Poporang,

(c) Photos Deo 25 show Kara and Ballale runways unserviceable.
The 4-gun. heavy A/A battery 800 yards S. of the runway appears 
a dummy,
3 barges at Shortland I s , ,  no operational shipping Tonolei,

(3) Empress Augusta. Bay:
(a) Dec 23, our artillery shelled air* enemy force in contact with our 

patrol 600 yards E, of the Torokina river,
(b) 1440/23, our troops occupied a hill in K.-S.sector. The position 

was found evacuated, probably as a result of the 24-hour artillery 
bombardment which preceded the attack,

(o) 0045/23, PT*s bombarded House Klape (15 miles M.W. of Cape Torokin 4 
aj,d Jaba with guns and mortar fire, also Atsinima River and lagoon 
in 'jhe same area,

(4) Buka Passage a?eat 
 ( a M a r i y  a ,m, Deo 24, an allied light cruiser and. destroyer Task

Force heavily bombarded the Buka and Bonis areas, starting one 
large and many small fires. Long after the bombardment ceased 
one large ammunition or fuel dump continued to explode.

(b ) 1045/24, 24 Mitchells bombed Bonis seaplane anchorage.
(c) Photos Dec 24 show both Buka and Bonis runways unserviceable.

Six barges are show at Suka (15 on Dec 23),
(5) feissan island 1. 1340/24, an eaatbound submarine was sighted 25 miles 

SE by E, of Nissan Is , It is recalled that a similar report was 
mad© at 0824/24,

(6) Kaviengt
(a) 2335/24, 4 Catalinas bombed Kavieng,
(b) 2330/24, a Catalina received Indications of shipping off the East 

coast New Ireland, between Kavieng and Panapei «
(c) Photos Dec 25 shows 

Aircraft: Photos Dec.23 -
9 fighters 12 fighters
(f runway only covered) 13 medium bombers

So aircraft

Shippings

2 tankers X large cargo vessel
6 small merchant ships 85 small craft

/»% » 1 , 18 b£U?Ses 19 barges
(7) Raoaul?

(a) 1327/25, further reports revise enemy losses over Rabaul to read 
30 fighters destroyed, 6 probably destroyed.

(b) Doc 24s A preliminary report of an attack on Vunakanau by Soupac 
.bieerators reveals that 26 fighters were destroyed and 5 probably 
destroyed. We lost 3 fighters. *

X
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Aircrafts P.
^obera ~T7
Vunakanau 3
Lakunai 25
Rapopo 10
Rabaul Harbr.

55

(7) Rabaul (Contd.)
"lc"J’~§oupac photos Dec 24 show:

D & .

16
11

2

29

A total of 140 aircraft.

Shipping; Dec*24
2 destroyers 
1 submarine
3 sub chasers 
3 tankers

14 merchant ships

23 ships

m/ b . l / b . f/ p . p / 5 .

25
2
7
«**

34

3
18

18

J.

1

Dec.25 
6 destroyers 
1 submarine 
3 sub chasers 

11 merchant ships

21 ships

Id)

(3)

X

(c)

X
(9)

(10 )

(11)

180 barges 200 barges
11 small craft 5 small craft 

Incomple te Soupac photos Dec 25 show the runway serviceable
at Tobera with 26 fighters, 14 floatplanes in Harbour, Rapopo 
is cloud covered.
Shipping: (Outer harbour only covered);

4 destroyers
2 sub chasers
2 tankers
4 merchant ships

12 vessels

16 barges.

Bismarck Sea?
{a) A preliminary report indicates that a seven s hip convoy was 

sighted at noonday yesterday jr oeeedlng possibly from Rabaul 
to Palau as follows;
1200/25 2 destroyers 40 milae Course

3 large freighters MNW of 270°
2 large freighter transports Lorengau

fb) A further report on the seven ship convoy bound for Rabaul
which was attacked on the night Dec 23/24 reveals that one of the 
escorting gunboats was possibly damaged by 3 near misses with 
1000 lb.bombs 50 to 100 feet off the starboard beam.
A six ship convoy off the ®f.central coast of New Ireland 
proceeding probably from Rabaul to the Mandates was sighted 
yesterday morning as follows*
1045/25 2 large cargo vessels 25 miles Course

4 destroyers SE x S.of 305°
Katherine 
Harbour

1940/24, a destroyer, probably on a transportation run between 
Rabaul and Garove Island, was sighted 19 miles NE by N, of 
Talasea.
Olls/25, a vessel was indicated 25 miles N* of Gape Hoskins,
This may be the same or another destroyer on a similar mission. 

Cape Hoskins; Dec 24, 2 Beaufighters strafed 2 barges off C.Hoskins, 
ffasmata;

(a) 0730/24, 2 Bostons bombed and strafed a 20 foot boat containing 
20 Japanese 10 miles W. of Gasmata.

fb) 0155/25, 2 Catalinas bombed Gasmata.
Arawe;

yaT”0207/25, 2 bomb3 were dropped on Pilelo Is .j  all clear 0330/25,
(b) Dec 25, our forces evacuated Uatingalu, where there are an 

estimated 110 Japanese.
(c) Dec 25, an enemy reconnaissance plane was shot down.
(d) Dec 25, parties of Japs 75 and 40 strong infiltrated our 

positions near Arawe airstrip.
(e ) 0458-0615/ 25, 7 bombs wore dropped by enemy aircraft — no damage 

reported.
( f)  1735/24, 6 Bostons bombed and strafed Sauren village (20 miles 

of Arawe).
- 4 -
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v fl2l Cane Raoult»ReIn Bay Jfe^» I
"tiTT~cSrS'/24, five IiiWn©il3 bombed and strafed •  area.

(b) 1125/24, six Mitchells bosfeed and strafed the area.
(13) Cape Gloucester.?

(a) C6aa-TbrT7724 : 40 Mitchells, 34 Bostons, 7 Marauders,
95 Liberators, totalling 176 aircraft, with, 12 Lightnings and
16 Thunderbolts, dropped nearly 350 tons of bombs on Gape 
Gloucester and adjoining areas.

(b) 0313/25, 9 Bostons bombed and strafed Tauall (7 miles SS? of 
Cape Gloucester).

(c) 0900/25, several squadrons of Liberators bombed the Cape 
Gloucester—Borgen Bay area.

(14) Rooke Island: light 24/25 , 10 unidentified vessels were sighted 
by aircraft off the S. tip of Rooks Island,

(15) Wewaki 1315/22, a submarine was sighted off Boram strip and 4 
large transports reported over 10,000 tons were sighted in 
Wewak Harbour * Triis may be the convoy attacked that morning.

(16) Huon Peninsula t 
“ T IT  lsS'S/24, 9 Bostons bombed and strafed the Nambariwa area.

1600/24, 11 Bostons attacked the same target.
(b) 0630/24, FT1© attacked a submarine arid forces It on to a reef 

between Scharnhorst and Gneisenau P t ., and also destroyed
1 bare© and 1 picket boat in the same area.
\ t oup..-^tougtd ■f.q^cea ooowpsUtA WattdokaiL ■ awe advsuaciiag 
1700/24, Thunderbolts strafed the s ubmarine.

(c) 1100/24, our ground forces occupied WandokaI and are advancing 
beyond.

(d) 1320/24, a SW bound sttbraarine was sighted 60 miles SSE of 
Finschhafen.

(17) Coral Se«i 0738/25 , a possible submarine was sighted 85 miles EKE 
oi' Co ok town.

2. NORTH WESTERN AREA
(i) ALLIia) FORCES

(a) At Sea to I200 /S6 ;

(1) ‘‘LATROBE*1 escorting ffTlILAGItt was to depart Darwin 0800/25 for 
Thursday Is .

(2) 9 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbours

Darwin - Warship® & Aux. - HFREMANTLEtt (AMS) ML’ s .429, 814, 815 
Merchant vessels1 "COOLEBAE” "DUKDULA” “DILGA” .

(ii)  EHEMY FORGES

(1) Dutch Sew Guinea: Photos 1229/23 show two large revetted dispersal 
areas anc3 3 aircraft revetments constructed at SE end of strip. 
Ko aircraft.
Six huts are shown destroyed and 3 damaged in the barracks 
area.

(2) Portugese Timor: 1810/24, 5 Mitchells escorted by 2 Beaufighters;ugesi
bom'ombed amT strafed Atamboea.

3. SOUTH WBSTERK AREA
_ --— -----— ^  ALLIED FORGES

(a) At Sea to 1200/26:

(1) rtyp.288ff departed Fremantle 1325/23 for Bxmouth Gulf.
(2) nHORSHAKM escorting ’’COLINA” departed Fremantle 1040/24 for 

Geraldton and Onslow. On return escorting "OKDINA” Exmouth 
to Fremantle.



(b ) Ira Harbour $

Fremantle

Exrccuth Gulf

- Warships & Aux. - ”ADELAIDE” "TRCKP" (CL)
"YAK GAL EM” ”TJERK HIDDES” (DD) ”DUBBO” (AMS) 
” BREST ON” (AVD) "CHANTICLEER” (ASR) "ATREUS” 
(CM) ”WHIP P 0QKWILL” (AM) ”PELXAS” (AS)
” ISABEL” (FI) SC,739 YP,286

- Warships & Aux. - 81 LARK” (AM) "CHILDS" (AV)

4. EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA
(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/26:

(1) "VENDETTA” (DD) departed Sydney 2200/25 to RV with “FRED AINSWORTH” 
at 0900/27 in position 24c18fS 155°01*E and escort to Lady 
Elliott Is . thence to proceed Caloundra ETA 0700/28 Dec.

(b) In Harbour:

Sydney

(Rep© irin
Melbourne 
Weaternport

- Warships &  Aux, - "TALBOT” (APD) "VENDETTA” "COI'MSf*
”STACK” (DD) "WARRNAMBOGL11 ”DELORAINE” ”ECHUCA” 
"ROCKHAMPTON” ”G0ULBURN” ”MORESBY” "GLENELG" 
”$ILCANNIA” (AMS) "MANOORA” (APA) ”PATROLLER”
(CV(E)) "HILO" (PG) ”ABRAHAM CRIJHSSEN" "KYBRA" 
”DOGMBA" (A/S Vessels> ”TASMAN” (AH) ”GOLDSTAR” 
(AG) SiL*3.802, 807, 817, 822, 823.
Refitting) - "HOBART” (CL)

- Warships & Au k , - ”?/AGGA” nBENDIGO” (AMS)
- Warships & Aux. - *BINGERA” (A/S Vessel)

(c) Proposed Movement:

(1) "MORESBY” to depart Sydney 27 Dec for M ine  Bay,

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(1) Guadalcanal; 1015/24, a submarine was attacked off Koll Point.
T331272"4, a periscope was attacked with depth charges csiusing 
much oil and air bubbles bo appear and an unexplained 
underwater explosion.

(2) Nauru: 1200/24, Nauru appeared deserted to a reconnaissance
^Liberator 5 miles off and at 500 feet.

BHBMTf8 mOBABLE KEXT MOVE

(1) Consolidation of defences Marshalls, Carolines, Bismarcks,
North coast New Guinea, East Indies, Malayan areas.

(2) Constant effort to maintain maximum air and naval strength In
general Carolines, Marshalls, Blsmarcks, New Guinea areas 
to off-set allied forward moves.

(3) Use of barges, submarines and destroyers f or night transportation
runs to forward areas.

(4) Continued use of submarines for reconnaissance and offensive
patrol duties in allied operation areas in Pacific and Indian 
Oceans,

6 -



BB

CV(E)

OV<L) 

•  (E)

CA

OB

M O^SEi 
26 December, 1S43

5CRET

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 
--- paHT~IT-----

ALLIED & BNEkT ORDER OP BA'i'TLu 
"TTSQHTH t SOUTH HEST ERCIEICT

ALLIED FORCES

SouCnweit PacTfTc" 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

CL (T )
XCL
AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS 
5 d -- -

AUSTRALIA
SHROPSHIRE

PHOENIX 
HA SEVILLE 

*  HOBART

HERON 
SAW PABLO 
HALF MOOH

WARRAMUNGA
ARUNTA
HELM
RALPH TALBOT 
SETART 
VENDETTA 
CONYNGHAH 
BAGT.FY 
DRAYTON 
FLUSSER 
LAISON 
MAHAN 
REID 
HUTCHINS

WASHINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
ALABAMA

SARATOGA
ESSEX
BUNKER HILL

PRINCETON
INDEPENDENCE

PRINCE 0 ILL I All 
BRETON 
ALTAI, AHA
PATROLLER •

M
n
*

COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MO N SPELLIER 
HONOLULU 
ST,LOUIS 
SAN DIEGO 
SANTA PE 
MOBILE 
BIRMINGHAM 
DENVER 
LEAH DEE

WIIGHT
BALLARD
C HANDEL EUR 

3
Approx 40

BAG HE 
BROWNSOK 
MULLANY 
DALY
A.: SEN

;:he :.y  forces

Bismarcks 
Soloaons

TZlaT

"CaroTines 
Earshalla

r Tho S./ • •• -/YAf-.ATO ,J 
" w ‘ ' . USASRI

•KONGO _
iKARPSA? }L-4- < 
NAGATO
HUiEU

A. 'v
ft L.xK.A±

RYUHO 
HITAHA

UHYC

/Wi./-
£ *' . U

..... e  x  

i
.4.

SAKA ) T*o 
ISUZU ) poss, 
NAGAiiA ) sunk 
NOSHIR0 
OYOLO - 

*  AGANO.

10

HATORI
1*2 (1 claiaaged

m KOTORO

25»30 (some
repairing

C KUHANO) 
V .SUZUYAj 

TIKUMA 
m MOGAMI

x Kon-effective 
•  1 «*



mc£  secret

26 l^ecerriber, 1943.

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

S3

PT

A ?A/APd/AKA

AGO

AS

AL>

BALAO
CERO 
GATO 
PETO 
SC A - :P

)
5
) On Patrol 
)
)

ALBACORE )
- G-UAR.DFI 3S )

BLACKF1SH ) 
RED?IN )

62

H. T, ALLEN
MA NOCEA
WESTRALIA
KANIMELA
ALGORAS
GILMEB
SANDS
HUMPHREYS
BROOKS
KILTY
NOA
CROSBY
DENT
STRINGHAM
WARD

BLUE RIDGE

PULTON
OTUS
ORION

DCBBIN

EIGEL
PLATYPUS

At Brisbane

At Milne Bay

Approx 80

10 APA
9 APD
5 AKA

AIRCRAFT (N.E.Area Only)
PlgEters (incl.lS twin-eng.
Lieht & M/BorDDers
S^/Bombers
Plying Boats
Floatplanes
Transport & Obsn. a/ c

PROMETHEUS

) 241
15?
33

2
50
12

Bisaarcka
Solomons

Carolines 
• Larshalls

20 2C

2. NORTHERN PACIFIC 
ALLIED FORCES " “  ' '  &IEMY FORCES

CL DETROIT ABUTOIA
RALEIGH
iiG'mom

AV/CVS - AKITSUSHIMA
22 5

US 10 Approx 4
A •  1



BB

CV

3. CENTRAL FACIE1C
ALL n r  FORCES

1EDI A. , A
NORTH CAROLINA 
WEST VIRGINIA 
COLORADO 
KAHYLAED 
TENNESSEE . 
MISSISSIPPI 
MM MEXEOO 
IDAHO
CAL IFORK IA 
PENNSYLV.AH IA 

* OKLAHOMA

ESTERPHISE
YORKTO
LEXINGTON

. 0 A  SECRET
26 December, 1943

Eb'EY FORCES 

ISE
ya: A SEIKO 
FUSO

k  IflTUGA (being inodernised)

SHOKAKTJ
SIJIKA'EiJ

CV(L) CONFESS 
BSLLEAU Y£, 
' .OMTEaEY

"D
* HAYATA.SA 

ZUIIIO

CV (T) 

CV(E)

CA

SUWANNEE 
8A3GAHQK 
CHENAN GO 
BARNES
CO?ABEE 
CORAL SSA 
CORREGTBOR 
LONG ISLAND 
2:13SI 02? BAY 
NASSAU

EALTinOEE 
BOSTON 
CHESTER 
.7ICHITA 
SE» ORLEAES 
PEESACOLA ‘ 
MI3NEA ?OLIS 
I'EDIA: A .'OLIS 
SAi' FRANCISCO 
SALT LAKE CITY 
POnTLAK I>

* LOUISVILLE

HOSHO

« OTAKA 
CHITOSE

ATAGO 
* RAJHI 
x TAKAO 
» iVIAYA

OCA

CL

■pL(T)

W /c y s  
xaV/xcvs 
W ----
Oi-J
TS

o a k l m :
x RENO 
x C0EC3R

POCOMOKE
m

Approx 35 
Approx 50

TATSUTA
YAIIAGI (on trials) 
TAMA 

K KISO
* HATORI 
x YUBARI

KASHI 11A 
6-7 

CBIYODA 
3

Approx 30 
Approx 30 
2 (one repairing)

je Son-effective

- 3 -



4. SOUTH EASTERN PACIFIC

MOST f t  MKT
26 December, 1943.

CL

DD

TREHTON

2

9 5. EAST INDIES - INDIAN OCEAN

Southwes t Pa c i f1c 
—. „  (Western Section) ...Eastern Ar&a.....Esb  ,IndisiL-i>ililip&lnaA

BB

ov (m)

CA

CL

*

CL (T)

XCL

Af/CVS

xav/ xcvs

DD

AD . j_iA '_'u ii

CHILDS 
R. 3 .PRESTON

RAMILLIES

BATTLER

SUFFOLK
SUSSEX
HAWKINS
FROBISHER

KENYA
NEWCASTLE
MANCHESTER
CEYLON
DAHAE
ENTERAL D

CANTON 
CHI TEAL 
CARTHAGE

ALBATROS;

VAN GALEN Approx 27
TJEKK HIDDES

BILLET SB ) ?
BLUEFI 3H 5
0 ABiiEbiiA *
POMPOM )
PUFFER ) On Patrol
KINGFISK )
RASHER )
RATON )
RAY )

K* 12 )
BONEPISH )
BOWFIN
COD } At Fremantle
GREVALLE >
TINOSA )
MARWHAL \

i

PELIAS

AIRCRAFT (N.S.Area Only)
Fighters (incl.27 twln-eng.) 168
Light & M/Bombers 55
SE/Bombers 16
Flying Boats 12
Floatplanes 54
Transport & Obsn, a/ c 39

ASIIIGARA 
A OB A

KUMA
Cl
KITAGAMI 
KINU

KASHII

KAMOI

1

10

6



C . C . T . C .

British- MOST SECRET 

U.S. -  - S ECR ET-

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

D A I L Y  N A V A L  S U M M A R Y

Part I : Allied and Enemy Activity.

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 671 Date 27 December, 1943

PART 1 .

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

. NORTH EASTERN ARIA 
-- ----- —  - ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1300/87;

(1) '*80.752” departed m ine Bay 1700/26 was due Goodenough 0300/27.
(2) "PC .476" escorting "WILLIAM E. CHANGING" departed Lae 0400/25

was due Goodenough 1000/27*
(3) "YMS.71" escorting "Y .19 " departed Lae 1940/25 ETA m ine ^ay

1400/27.
(4) "YMS.55" "SC .744" escorting " JO SI All EARL" departed Flnschhafen

0600/26 ETA Milne Bay 1700/27.
(5) "MIZAR" (AF) was to depart Caloundra 0300/27 for Milne Bay jsTA

0900/50.
(6) "i¥ARREG0" escorting "KURUMBA" (AO) was to depart vicinity Fitzroy

Island at approx 1000/26 for M in e  Bay ETA llGO/28.
(7) "TULSA" (PG) departed Sydney 1244/20 for Milne Bay ETA 1300/27.
(8) "BOWEN" "BALLARAT" "P IR H " "ARARAT” escorting Convoy TK.197

("VICTORIA" (AO) "E.D.BAKER" "BOTH" "WiD.jMftHAfF 
"W.N* BYERS" "S.CRAHE” "GITY CP PHILADELPHIA" "J.D.DOTY"
"G.EASTMAN" "D.D.FIELD" "W.IIUME" "T . JEFFERSON" "F. OLDER"
"PE MM ANT" * L • SUBJETTE " "VAN DBS LIJN" "WILLIS VAN 
DEVSKTER" "WEST CACTUS" and 7 PT*s) departed vicinity 
Fitzroy Island at approx 1400/25 for m ine Bay ETA 1100/28.

(9) "BUNGAREE" and "LITHBOY" escorting Convoy TN.198 departed Townsville
0250/25 for Port Moresby were due 09oo/57.

(10) "INVERELL" (AMS) departed Townsville 1058/26 for Thursday I s . .
ETA 1800/29. "INVERELL" to anchor Flinders Is . 1800/27 
till 0700/28 and off Cape Grenville 1900/28 till 0700/29.

(11) "MANTJKDA" (AH) deoar ted For t Moresby 1515/26 for Brisbane ETA
0700/50.

(12) "WARHEGO" departed Milne Bay 1715/24 was due Grafton Passage
0600/26.

(13) "GYMPIE" "BUNDABERG" escorting Convoy MV.51 ("OZARK" "Y .15 ")
departed Milne Bay 1520/84 Eta  Grafton Passage 0230/26.

(14) "CALEDONIAN SALVOR" (ARS) departed Cairns 1621/25 to salvage
"MALIGOLA" on Corbett Reef wad due 1200/24.

(15) "HDML.1525" was to depart Caloundra 1300/25 for Townsville ETA
X200/28

(16) "MILDURA" "CCWRA" "KALGOORLIE" escorting Convoy QL.41 (9 MVs,
1 LST, 2 LCIs) departed Caloundra’ 1611/26 for Gladstone.
ETA Bustard Head 1930/27, whence "KALGOORLIE" "MILDURA" 
proceed independently to Townsville. "COWRA" detailed 
for Convoy LQ.41.

(17) "SC*741" escorting ''II h'fARL' CHAMBERS" towing 2 barges departed
Caloundra 1050/26 for Gladstone. On arrival Bustard Head 
"SC .741" proceeds Gladstone to escort Convoy LQ,.41.



(18) "Y P*291” departed Catos 0625/25 for Thursday Is . ETA 0900/29,
(19) ”YA?SDRAn escorting Convoy FO.D4 (4 M b ) departed Brisbane 

1S10/26 for Sydney ETA 1700/231 ™~
(20) "BUKBURY” departed Townsville 2000/25 for Sydney. ETA 1500/2j .

On arrival Sydney to be sailed so as to arrive Melbourne not 
later than 4 Jan.

" 2 1 )  5 submarines on patrol,

(b) In Harbour t

Finschhafen

Lae

fetor obe 
Buna

•0 Bay

Kirlirina 
Goodenough Is.

Milne Bay

Port Moresby

Thursday Is.

Cairns

- Warships & Aux. - PC*s.1131, 1132 30*3.650, 737, 747
30*748 YMS*514 

Merchant Vesselsi "0CK1HA® ”JANE M00HEH3AD" MOA M0Aw
"KOORASA" "VAQUERO" "J .S . SARGENT"

JUAN CABRILLO” "LORINNA”
•  Warskips & Aux. •  YMS*a.73, 313, 334.

7£er chant Vessel as "GORGON" "A . PIERCE1” "T.CDR^IN
- Warships & Aux, - "PORTUBUS" (AGP)
- Warships & Aux* - SC?s*S57, 745, 746 YMS * s«51

"TRINITY" (AG) "MSRXUR* (AS1) '*STELLA" "POLARIS”
(AGS) "RESERVE” T Sm A S” (ASIS)

Merchant Vessels* "M.B.BRADY” "BSSO BALBOA"
- Warships & Aux. - SC*3.734. 749, 750 r^S.335 "STAWELL"

(AMS) "WESTRALIA" (APA)
:%r chant Vesselsi "W;a.f30tI3Eu ”J.R0SS” "O.V.L.SSEKER"

*1. DODGE" "A .THOMAS8 nJ .PALMER" " C A S a i H *  
"R.?.#ARNER” "ai’AaSB” "ALAMO" "VAN HBUTSZ"
"J.W . CLEMENTS" "SUDALY" "P.HEWITT1'

•  ?.Jerciiant Vesselsr "MARGARET THWAITES”
- Warships & Aux. - ML* 813

Merchant Vessels: "ANHUI" "WM. BEAUMONT" " A. D. WHITE"
- Warships & Aux. - "AUSSULIA" “SHEOPffi/IRE" (OA)

!| PHOENIX” "M3HVILL2’1 (CL) "UBTCRINS" "DALY11 
rtAMilEN" "BEALE” "BUSH” " bache" "brownson" "MULLANY" 
"MUa-FORD" "BAGLEY” "DAMSONH "DRAYTON1' "OONYNGHAH" 
"SMITH" "MA3W®" "SHAW” "REID" “FLO S3ER* "ARUHTA" 
sWASRA5KJ33GAlf ’’RALPH TALBOT" ''HELM15 (DD) SARDS’’
*NOA" "BROOKS” "CE03BY” "KILTY” HSTRINGHAM" HARD18 
’♦DENT” "GILMER” "HUMPHREY” (AED) "BLUB RIDGE” (AGO) 
"BROSHE" "SEEPPART3N" (AMS) 3C*s.S47, 648, 698,
703, 736, 738, 742 e 743, 745, 746, 981, 982 
YMS13.11, 49, 50, 52, 70, 72, 315, 336 79.235 
Y ? . E36 ML * s .424, 425. 427, 42S, 430, 431, 801,
806, 816, 819 PC'3 .479 , 1119, 1120, 1121, 1122,
1124 25 L3T*s 12 APC*s 29 FI's ’RIC-EL" (AR) 
'’DOBBIN* (AD) "OTUS” "FULTON” (AS) 1 SPRINGDALE"
(YDG) "AMYOUS” (ARL) ”CARTER HALL” (LSD) “LOOKOUT” 
(AG) ”PYROb (AE) POLLUX'* (AKS) "QOUCAL" (ASH)
"3AS PABLO” (AVP) ^TRIANGULUM" (AK)

(Note: SPECIAL OPERATIONAL MOYSME'TTS OUT OF
” — “  bay ------------------------------—

Merchant Vessels* "ABIGAIL ADAMS” "J.ALDEH”
"BALIKPAPAN" "8  .BAS33RGER” "F.N.BLANCHET” "SIMON 
BOLIVAR” "BCKTEKOE** ’’COLORADO” "CAPE A HIE”
"J . CARROLL* ^CORINTH” "F.A.EILERS" ‘’EATMIN"
"G .3 .FLANDERS" "GAISSIEDB" "N.HAPGOOD" 111 SOL AT OR”
"T.G.LOWE” !,A.F .LIXD3ERGH” "J.LYKES" "MACTAB" 
"MIDWEST FARMER” "B.MACLEAY" "MORMACDALE9 "JOHN 
MUIR” "F.B.GL30N" "ff.H. POINT" "A.HAYALLI*
"G.M.RUSSELL" "NCRAB** "N .J.SINNOTT" "M.M.STEWART" 
"GHAS.P.STEINMETZ” '\h. STEWART1' ’’TEGOMSEK" ”VAN 
SPILBERGEN’1 "E .SUWISTCOTT ”

•  Warships & Aux, - "KATCOMBA” (AMS) YMS's.8, 46, 47, 48
HL.426

Merchant: Vessels 1 "WULIaKA* "HELGA ROLLER”
- Warships & Aux. - ”COOTAflUNDRA" (AMS)

Merchant Vesselsi "THEDEKS"
- Warships & Aux. - "KAPUNDA" (AMS) PC.477 YP.280

ilL’s .303, 804, 805. 620 "PLATYPUS* (AR)



Townsville - W a r s h ^  i  Aux* - "C A S a R U M E 1' ( f t )  fAASE ‘MAERSK" (AO)
Merchant Vessels;

Gladstone - Warships &  Aux. - l3L’ a.80S, 821
Merchant Vessels:

Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "STUART" (DD) "ST/AH" "COWRA" "KAL-
COCHLEE" **W WALLA11 "TOWHSVX'LE" (i ;ILDUEAW (AMS) 
"SUSQUEHANNA1* "SKIKELLAMY" (AO) "ORION" (AS) 
"H.T.AILEK" "KAHIHBLA" (APA) "HEROS" "KAIF MOOH 
(AVP) "ALGORAB" (AKA) "TASMAN" (All) PC*1123 
ML.80( ¥M3*s.9, 10 J-3DML.1325 SC»s.731, 735. 

(Repairing, R#fittingi "GLAD STONE ** (AMS)).

(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) "STUART" escorting "ORION" (AS) to depart Caloundra 1430/28. " STUART" 
parts company vicinity Sydney and proceeds thither, "ORION" 
proceeding to Melbourne and Fremantle*

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Gatukai I s . t 1526/26, a possible suomerged aubraar ine was sighted 
"13 mile s E x S. of Gatukai Island.

2) Buin Base:
'(a) SSI d/24 and 2310/25, single Liberators carried out harassing 

attacks on Kahili, while 3 Venturas likewise harassed Falsi.
(b) 1240/25, 3 Avengers and 26 Dauntless bombed a / a positions on 

Xangu Hill.
(0 ) 1100/26, 18 Mjtchells'bombed Kahili bivouac and supply areas.

(3) Kieta area:
(a) I;e.c $5, 11 Corsairs in two flights strafed the area from 

Tlnputss Harbour to Arawa Bay.
(b) Dec 26, 2 Venturas bombed a bridge and huts at Chivaroi (17 miles

S.E. Kieta). No barges were sighted between Kieta aid Tonolei.
(c) 0800-155 o/26, 53 Dauntless and 24 Avengers in 6 plane element© 

bombed and strafed Kieta Harbour at 45 minute Intervals, 
destroying 30-40 buildings and numerous huts.

(4) EmpreSB Augusta Bay:
(a ) ' J.’400/S4, 2 enemy aircraft strafsd and boobed the fighter strip 

on Puruata Island causing no material damage.
(b) Dec 25, the follovnl ng attacks were made in support of our 

ground forces:
l000/25, 12 Avengers bombed the H.E.sector.
1240/25, 16 Dauntless bombed the Mutupina Pt. area.
1700/25, 13 Avengers bombed the I.E .sector.

(c) Deo 24-25, allied patrols In the Torokina sector located about 
25 occupied covered emplacements 400-600 yards N. of the hill 
previously attacked. The Japanese appear to be establishing a 
defence line at that point* An allied patrol contacted so me 
enemy 200 yards E* of the Torokina Elver mouth.
Pour battalions of allied artillery bombarded Japanese positions.

(5) Buka Passage areas
(a) 1165/So, 20 Avengers bombed a/a positions at Buka, Bonis and 

Sohana Island.
(b) 0400-0530/26, night fighters bombed Hurl, Chabai and Tsirogei.

(6) Cape Saint George: 1100/26, 7 Mitchells escorted by 34 fighters
bombed and strafed tbs radar station at Cape St. George. One 
Mitchell was lost but some of the crew were rescued.

(7) Fast Capet 2330/28 s 3 saall craft were attacked by aircraft off
last Cape.
This Is still further evidence of the staging of barges down 
the East coast of New Ireland during the night hours,

^ 1 8 )  Kavieap;:
I B  (a) Dec 25: On Christmas morning allied carrier-based aircraft

executed a successful attack on shipping at Kavieng. The target 
\  consisted of: '

2 destroyers
2 large cargo vessels
1 medium cargo vessel
8 small cargo vessels

•XSLships

ssi& 20-30 barges.



(8) Kavieng (Gontd) s
Hiotos reveal the following estimated results*

Sunk;- 1 destroyer
2 large cargo vessels
5 barges

Heavily damaged and possibly sunks
—  i destroyer '

Several small cargo vessels and barges 
1 FT boat.

Damaged b y strafing*
V - To”? !  oat planes at anchor.

In addition, 1 flying boat and two medium 'bombers were destroyed 
during the day by escorting fighters.
Allied losses were 1 damaged torpedo 'bomber which made a water 
landing, heavy k/k damage to 2 torpedo bombers and slight damage 
to 9 other aircraft. One man was killed, one wounded and 3 are 
missing.
At dusk, the allied Task Force was heavily attacked by 18 medium 
bo “risers without damage to our ship s.

(b) 8345/25, 5 Catalinas bombed Kavieng strip and dispersal areas, 
causing explosions and fires.
A small ship was observed off Kaut (15 xailes S. of i£avieng) 
also floating lights here, at Ealgai and eastwards.

[(9) Rabauli
“ (a ) 1840/25, a landing barge loaded with troops 30 miles EKE of 

Rabaul was heavily- strafed and sunk.
(b) 1200/25, Liberators bombed Rabaul. Incomplete reports from

63 escorting fighters show that^SO-SO enemy fighters which 
attempted Interception, 13 were shot down and 7 probably

• destroyed. &e lost 2 fighters and 2 ar© missing.
(10) Manus 133ft nd area; A convoy proceeding probably frora the Bismarcks

to tip >;tan8ates was reported ms follows!
1300/26 1 light cruiser 60 miles Course

1 destroyer E. by N. 310°
2 freighters Lorengau

(11) Open Bay; 0745/26, a formation of unidentified aircraft was heard
' to the South West of Open Bay. •

(if?) Capo Hoskins: ’
(a) 16So/St, 2 Klttyhawks bombed and strafed unse rvi ceable barges 

and other targets in the area.
(b) 0655/26. 2 destroyers crowded with troops were reported off 

Cape Hoskins on a North Easterly course.
(13) Arawe %

“la T T e 5 0 /2 1 , a revised estimate of enemy losses when 7 Thunderbolts 
intercepted 40-50 divebombers and fighters over Arawe claims 
7 divebombers definitely destroyed and 3 divecombers and
1 fighter probably destroyed.

(b) 0930/85-0430/26. Four raids were made by enemy aircraft.
(c) 0845/86, 25 to 30 planes raided Arawe, one of which was Shot 

down.
(d) 1400/25, 9 Bostons bombed and strafed Ttetingalu and Dldmop 

village areas.
(e) 1415/25, 9 Bostons bombed and strafed a track along the Kast 

bank of the Puli© River and the Pulie River mouth.
(14) Cape Gloucestert

(a) L>ec 26, following naval bombardment and air attacks our troops 
landed in the Cape Gloucester area.
0900/26, an enemy air attack force was turned back by our air 
cover.
1200/26, all landings were completed according to plan.
Ko opposition was encountered at the landing points.

(b) 0813-1513/25, 61 Liberators, 53 Mitchells, 8 Marauders,
39 Bostons with 32 escorting Thunderbolts, dropped 262 tons of 
bombs on the Cape Gloucester area.

(c) Dec 26, further heavy attacks by Liberators* Mitchells and 
Bostons were carried out.

(d) 0840/26, 25-30 unidentified aircraft flew towards Madang,
50 miles H . of Cape Gloucester.

(15) Long Islands 0950/25, a reconnaissance plane was reported flying
south over Long Island.



(16) Wewakt 1520/22, 3 fighters were destroyed and 1 probablydeetroyed
by 4^Thunderbolts over &rewak.

(17) Hanaa Bayjuilgtan Harbour;
(a) 0^40/25, the following shipping was sighted in Bansa Bays

1 sea truck
2 luggers 
4-6 barges

(b) 0740/25, 2 large luggers and at least 12 barges, also 2 large 
piles of stores, ©ere observed around Ulig&n harbour (46 mil©s 
SE of Hansa Bay).

(18) Alexlshafen?
la) lS0&/$4, 6 Thunderbolts strafed targets In the area.
(h) 1015/25, 10 Mitchells bombed R e .2 strip at Alexishaf en.
(c) 0935/25, 6 Thunderbolts strafed 2 barges at SIo, where m  

additional 3 barges were sighted.
(d) light Dec 25-26, FI's  destroyed 2 southbound empty barges off 

Nsmbariwa.

2 . 3 ORTH ffESTEfS AREA
(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 1200/27:

^(1) "LATRCBE” escorting “TULAGI” was to depart Darwin G800/25 fov 
Thursday Island.

(2) 8 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour;

Darwin - Warships « Aux, - "FREJSAHTLE” (M S) $ & ’ •»429 , 814,815
Merchant Vessels * ”C00LEBAHw ”DUTOLA” ”t>ILGAH.

3, SOUTH WESTERN AREA
_  - _  — ( I ) ALL ILL h'Ok CES

(a) At Sea to 12C0/27;

(1) ’’YP.SBS” departed Fremantle 1325/23 far* Exmouth Gulf.
(2) "HORSHAM” escorting '’GOLD! A” departed Fremantle 1040/24 for

Gerald ton and Onslow. On return escorting “OHBIHA” Exmouth 
to Fremantle.

(b ) In Ear boar;

Premantle - Warships & Aux. - HADELAIDE” “TRGMP” (CL) "VAN GALEN”
”TJL'RK HIDDES1* (DD) “DUbBO51 (M S) "PRESTON* (AVD) 
’'ORMTICLEKR” (ASR) "ATRBUS” <CM) '‘WHIPPOORWILL1” 
(AM) "PELIAS” (AS) "ISABEL” (F£) SC.739 YP.286 

Merchant Vessels:
Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "LARK” (AM) “CHILDS” (AV)

Merchant Vessels!

4. EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA
(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/27:

t(l) ’’VENDETTA” (DD) departed Sydney 2200/25 to RV with "FRED AINSWORTH* 
at 0900/27 in position 24 18»S 155°0l*E and escort to Lady 
Elliott Is . thence to proceed Caloundra ETA 0700/28 Dec.

(2) ”WILCAiTKIA” ”ABEAHA..; CRIJHSSESf” “iTL.Sll” escorting Convoy GP.95
{3 M s)  departed Sydney 0745/26 for Caloundra W£&"Isoo/SBT

(3) MORESBY'” was to depart Sydney 1130/27 for Cairns ETA 2000/ol.
“MORESBY” to proceed later to Milne Bay.

— 5 —



(to) In Harbour:

Sydney - nap ships & Aux. - "TALBOT" (APD) "VENDETTA" "C0MVER3B"
w STACK” (DD) "WARRNAMBOOL" ttDELOHAINEl* "ECHUCA"
'Rockhampton” "goolburk" "glskelg" "colac" U m s )

i "MAKOCRA" (APA) "KILO” (PG) "ABRAHAM CRIJMSSEis"
"EYB*A" "DQOHBA" (a/ 3 Vessels) “GOLDSTAR" (AG)

1 ML*s.802, 807, 817, 822, 823.
(Bepairing, Refitting - "HOBART” (CL)),

Melbourne •  Warships &  Aux* - “WAGGA" "BElvDIGO" (AMS) 1,1 PATROILERM 
v (CV(E )) .

Westernj&ort - Warships & Aux. - "BINffERA" (A/S Vessel)

B* CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA

V | EHBMY FORCES

(1) Truk: Early Dee 27 enemy force was sighted proceeding from the 
1/ Mandates towards the Bismarcks as follows?

0920/27 x battleship 180 miles Course

• ("legate" Class) South of 210°
1 heavy cruiser Truk
2 destroyers

This fore© nay well consist of 2 heavy cruisers and 2 destroyers 
proceeding to the Bismarcks with re inf or cement* or for offensive 
action in view of recent allied forward moves in Mew Britain.

NAVAL INCIDENTStmmmmmmmmmamaammtmmBA

(1) Milne Bay t
(i) "SAMUEL K.BARLOW" aground in Raven Channel. "ST A//2LL" to 

proceed with despatch end render all assistance possible.
(11) 1 PUEBLO’ (AO) aground on Dorasi Shoal S .E .of Korth Foreland, 

China Strait. Tug "SPRIGHTLY" ordered to detach from Convoy 
proceed with all despatch to render assistance*

E^E^Y»S PROBABLE NEXT .̂OVE

(1) Consolidation of defences Marshalls, Carolines, Bismarcks,
H  as or th coast I. ew Guinea, East Indies, Malayan areas.
T») Constant effort to maintain maximum, air and naval strength in 

general Carolines, Marshalls, Bismarcks, Bew Guinea areas 
z * - to off-set allied forward moves*
(3) Us© of barges, submarines and destroyers for night transportation

runs to forward areas.
(4) Continued use of submarines for reconnaissance and offensive

patrol duties in allied operation areas in Pacific and 
Indian Oceans,

— ©Go—
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ALLIED & dllDER OP BATTLE

HBSf SECRET
D©comber, 1945*

E m m  FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

CL (T )
r a r
IV7cvs

xavA cvs

PATROLLER

AUSTRALIA
SHROPSHIRE

PHOENIX 
NASHVILLE

*  HOBART

HERO?
SAN PABLO 
M L? MOON

AHMEN
ARUNTA
BUSH
HELM
MOLLABY
RALPH TALBOT
WARRAMUNGA
M0GFORD
BAGLEY
conyhgham:
DRAYTON
FLUSSER
LAMSON
REID
SHAW
SMITH

WASHINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
ALABAMA

SARATOGA
fiSSEX
BUNKER HILL

PRINCETON 
INDE FENDEK CE

PRINCE WILLIAM 
BRETON 
ALTAMAHA 
COPAHEE

*
%
»

OOLVMBAl
CLEVELA ND
MONTPELLIER
HONOLULU
ST.LOUIS
SAN DIEGO
SANTA PE
MOBILE
BIRMINGHAM
DENVER
LEAM5ER

m  IGHT 
BALLARD 
C HAHDELEUR

3
Approx 40

BACHE
BEALE
BROWNSCN
DALY
HUTCHINS
STUART

Blsmarcks
Solomons

10

Non-effeetiv©
•  1

Carolines 
Mai* snails

YAMATO
MUSASHI
KONGO
HARUNA
NAG AT 0
MUTSU

RYUHO
HITAKA

UHYO

HAGURO
I3Y0&C
TONE
CHOEAI
EUMANO
3UZI3YA
TIKUIviA

*  MOGAEI

NAKA }Two 
ISUZU )p03 8, 
HAGARA)suhk 
HOSHIRO 
OYODO

*  AGANO

XATOEI
1-2 (1 damagfi

*  NOTORO

25—30 (some 
repairing)



M

Southwest pacific 
(Eastern Section)

Carolines

A  SECRET
comber, 1943.

South Pacific
IHsiHaFeki"
Solomons M larshalls

SS

t r

Fi'

AGO

AS

BALAQ
CEHO
GATO
PETO
SCAMP

} Patrol 
)
)

ALBAGORE }

C-UA.1 DFISH ) At

62

APA/a PD/aKA E.T.iSLLBN
-- " MAH CORA

WESTEAL IA 
KANIMBLA 
ALGOR A3 
GILMER 
SAM) 3 
HUMPHREY S 
BROOKS 
KILTY 
’JOA
CROSBY
PS FT
STB INGHAM 
WARD

BLUE RIDGE

PULTON
OT’JS
ORION

Brisbane

At Milne Bay

Approx SO

10 APA
9 &PD 
5 AKA

20 20

AD

AR

DOBBIN

RIGEI,
PLATYPUS

^fc|ORAPT (F.E*Area Only) 
FTgEE£7W (incl.16 tvsin-eng.} 
Ll;:>b.t & M/Borabers 
SE/Bombers 
Plying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport & Obsn. A/c

PROMETHEUS

198
155

45
2

50
12

2. NORTHERN PACIFIC 
ALLIED F^GES EHESiY FORCES

CL DETROIT ABVKUMA
RAM IGF

m

RIG HMQND

/CVQ - AKIT3USHIMA
22 5
10 Approx 4

1



ALLIED FORCES 

INDIAM
NORTH CAROLINA 
W3ST VIRGINIA 
COLOHADO 
MARYLAND 
T3FNESSEE 
MIS3IS3IPPI 

3EXICO 
IDAHO
CALIFORNIA 
P2NNSYLVAHIA 

n OKLAHOMA.

5. G E M  AT,

ZSlTiKPrtlSE
YORKTOWN
ISLINGTON

COWEBNS 
BBECSAU WOOD 
MONTEREY

BUffA3®iES 
SANGAMON 
O M A N  GO 
BARNES 
C 0 vA. i S.-.. A 
COHREG3DOR 
LONG ISLAND 
MISSION BAY 
NASSAU

ENEMY FORCES 

IBM
XAMA39IR0
FUSO

*  HSTUGA (being modernised)

® 3 T  SECRET
27 December, 1943

PACIFIC

SHOKAKU
2UIKAKU

*  HAYATAKA 
2UIH0

HOSHG •

*  OTAKA
CETTOSE

BALTIMORE ATAGO
BOSTON . *  NACHI
CHESTER *  mKAO
WICHITA *  MAYA
NEW ORLEANS 
PENSACOLA 
MINNEAPOLIS 
INT/ IANAPOLIS 
fllli FRANCISCO 
3A, T LAKE CITY 
FORELAND

*  LOUISVILLE

OAKLAND
*  RENO
*  COE CORD

6

&
*
«■

TATS OTA 
YAHAGI 
TA .A 
El 80 
NATORI 

•YUBARI

(on trials)

POCOMOKE

Approx 55 
Approx SO

9

KASHIMA
6 •7

CHIYODA

Approx 30 
Approx 50
S (one repairing)

ji Hon.-effective



- A

CL

DD

4. 30UTH EASTERN PAGIFiC

MOST SECRET
(J^27 December, 1943,

TRENTOK 

2

5. EAST INDIES - INDIAN OCEAN

Southwest I'alcirc 
(Western Section) Eastern Fleet Area East Indlee-fhlllppines

m

GV

CA

CL

CL (T)

XCL

XAV/XCYS

DD

■*S r ?OO

ADELAIDE
TROIfiP

CHILDS
$.B,EiEST0N

VAN GALEN
T JERK HID DBS

BILLFI SH 
B&TJEPISH 
C ABRIL LA 
POMPOM 
PUFFEH 
KINGFI3H 
RASHER 

1 RATON 
RAY

K.12
b g ie f is h

BOWFIN ‘ 
COD
GRE7ALLE 
TIE OSA 
MARWEAL

PEL IA S

)

/fits
m

■^CRAFT (N.W.Area Only)
Fighters (ihc'i.27 twin-eng)
Light & Bombers
SE/Bombers
flying Boats
1*1 oat places
Transport & Obsn. A/c

RAMILLIES

BATTLER

SUFFOLK
SUSSEX
BAVYKINS
FROBISHER

KENYA
NEWCASTLE
MANCHESTER
CEYLON
DANAE
MiERALD

CANTON
CHITRAL
CARTHAGE

ALBATHO S3

Approx 27 

?)
)

)
)
) On Patrol
)
)

)

) At Fremantle

168
55
16

12
54
39

A3RIGARA 
A 03 A

Kum
01
KITAOAMI
KINU

KASHII

KAMO I

1

10
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BritiC -  MOST SECRET 

U.S. — S E C R E T

No.

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

D A I L Y  N A V A L  S U M M A R Y

Part I : Allied and Enemy Activity.

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

699 28 Peeeraber, 1943
Date

PART I .

A, S3UT1I WEST PACIFIC Mib,A

NORTH EASTERN AilEA
’ (1) ALLXMB FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12oo/28f

(1) "PC .1124" "SC .745" "S C .982" escorting Convoy BG.6 ("F . J.IRVffi H"
"AMI LOWELL") departed Milne iia^lSOO/66. ETA Lae 
"F.J.IRWIN" escorted by "80.745" "80 .98 " 2200/27;
ETA Finschhafen "AMY LOVELL" escorted by "PC.1124" 0600/28.

(2) "PC .476" escorting "WILLIAM E.CHMHIMJ" departed Lae 0400/25 vas 
due Goodenough 1000/27.

(3) "YI.fS.53" "SC .744" escorting "JOSIAH KARL" departed Finschhafen 
0630/26 ETA Milne Bay 1700/27.

(4) "MIZAR" (AF) was to depart Caloundra 0300/27 for M ine  Bay ETA 
0900/30.

(5) "TASSAN" (AH) departed Brisbane 0400/28 for m ine Bay ETA p.m.
Lec.ol.

(6) "WARREGO" escorting "KIMJMBA" (AO) was to depart vicinity Fitzroy 
Island at aporox 1000/26 for Hilne Bay ETA 11G0/28.

(7) "BO,EH" "BALLARAT" "PIEXE" "ARARAT" escorting Convoy Til. 197
("VICTORIA" "MOBILOIL" (AO) "E.D.BAKE!?7.. BURKHAM"

"W.N.BYERS" " S. CRAKE" "CITY OF PHILADELPHIA" "J.D.DOTY" 
"O.EASTMAN" "D.D.FIELD" "W.HUME" "T.JEFFLRSON" "F.OLDER" 
"FENEAKT" "W.L . SOBJETTE" "VAK flSR LIJH" "WILLIS VAN DEVENTER" 
"WEST CACTUS" mid 7 PT's) departed vicinity Fitzroy Island 
at approx 1400/25 fa? Milne Bay, were due 1100/28.

(8) "KAPUNDA" escorting Convoy TH.199 ("PLTEH DESMET" "GEORGE STIRLING") 
departed Cairns 0706/^7 for Milne Bay ETA 2000/29.

(9) "BUNDABERG* "GYMPIE" "CASTLi&i’AINE" escorting Convoy ©1.200 ("PATRAS" 
"CCKIO" for Port Moresby, "FRANCIS 0 . B T ^ O ir™Tl̂ llT  TEXAS" 
"FLOYD BEItlETT" for Milne Bay) sailed to HV off Fitzroy Is . 
at 1400/28. "BUNDABERG" "GYMPUl" escort Portion "B" to 
Milne Bay ETA li00 /51 : "CASTLEMAINE" escorts Portion "A" to

^ Port Moresby ETA 1000/31.
(10) "m00ME" escorting Convoy MV.52 ( "BOKTEKOtE" "1ALIKPAPAN* "W.H. POINT" 

"VAN SPILBEMfcR-') departed Milne Bay 1430/26 for Townsville 
ETA 1930/29.

(11) "Iir/ERELL" (AMS) departed Townsville 1058/26 for Thursday I s . ,
ETA 1800/29. "INVERELL" to anchor Flinders Is . 1800/27 
till 0700/2B aid off Cape Grenville 1900/28 till 0700/29.

(12) "MA1UNDA" (AH) departed Port Moresby 1515/26 for Brisbane ETA 
0700/30.

(13) "WARREGO" departed Milne Bay 1715/24 was due Grafton Passage 0600/26.
(14) "CALEDONIAN SALVOR" (ARS) departed Cairns 1621/23 to salvage 

"MANGOLA" on Corbett Reef was due 1200/24.
(15) "HBML.1325" was to depart Caloundra 1300/25 for Townsville ETA 

1200/28.
(16) "MILPtIRA" "COffiRA" " KALGQORLIE" escorting Convoy QL.41 (9 MVs. 1 LST.

2 LCIs) departed Caloundra 1611/26 for td’aSi^one, „ETA 
Bustard Head 1930/27, whence rKALG0 RLIM* ~  OlEiUKA" gfboeed 
independently to Townsville. "COiRA" detailed for Convoy



(17)

(18)
(19)

(2 0 )

( 21 )

(2 2 )

”30.741" ©SQorting^ED&ARD CHAMBERS” tearing Sparges departed
Caloundra 1030/26 for Gladstone. “EDWARD CHAMBERS” broke dovn 
arid proceeding s.i 2 knots to X/Sdy Elliott Island escorted by 

”30.741” «
”YP .291” 'departed. Cairns 0688/25 for Thursday Is . ESA 0900/29.
"WILCAHHIA"' "ABRAHAJS CKIJNSSEH" "ML.811R escorting Convoy G-P.95 

(3 m s) departed Sydney 0745/26 for Caloundra lifZk 1300/28,
"ML.311 detached to escort one straggling W .

"VEIIPETTA” (DD) departed Sydney 2200/25 to RV at 140C/27 with
nFKED AINSSORTH" in position 24518*S 155°01*E and escort to 
Lady Elliott Island Whence "YBKBETTA” proceeds Caloundra, was 
due 0700/26. .

"BUSTBURY" departed Twmsville 2000/25 for Sydney. ETA 1EOO/29.
On arrival Sydney to be sailed so as to arrive ^elbcurne not 
later than 4 Jan.

9 submarines on patrol,

(b) In Harbour: 

Flnschhafen PC.1132 SC*3.050, 737, 747, 74b, 750

Lae

Morobe 

Buna

Oro Bay

Xlrlwina 

Goodenough 

Milne Bay

- Warships & Aux.
YU8.S14

Merchant Vessels* "COMARA" "JANE MOCKEHEAD” "MOA MOA" 
"H ,L .ABBOTT" ”K0€RAKA” "VAQUERO" HJ.S.SARGEIT"
"JUAN CA3KILL0" "LOSIMA" "K00HD00L00”

•  Farshios & Aux. - YMS.313 
Merchant Vessels: "A .PIERCE” "T .CORWIN" "AKGOSY LEMAL”

- Warships & Aux. - "PORTUKUS" (AGP)
Merchant Vessels: -

- Warships & Aux. - S C 's .637. 745. 746 YMS1a .51, 73
"TRINITY" (AO) "MER&UR (AP) " STELLA" "POLARIS*
(AGS) "RESERVE" "YUNHAN" "PIIR WO" (A3IS)

Merchant Vessels: "M .B .BRADY" "ESSO BALBOA" "GORGON”
•  Warships & Aux. - SC .734 “WESTRALIA” (APA)

Her chant Vessels: "V?M. PrtOUSE” "J.ROSl" G.V.L.MEYER"
"H.DGDGS" ”A.TH0MAS” ” J.PALMER” ”C.E.SMITH”
"ft. P .WARNER’ "STAMEN" ”ALAMO” "VAN HEUTSZ” 
"J.M.CLEMEUTS" "M.DALY" *P .HEWITT"

- Warships k Aux. - - 
2ier chant Vessels: “MARGARET W A IT E S "

Is. - Warship* & Aux. - ML.818 SC.732
Merchant Vessels: "ASHUI"  ”WM.BSAUMONT" "A .D.WHITE"

- Farshios & Aux, - "AUSTitALIA" "SHROPSHIRE13 (CA)
"PHOENIX" "NASHVILLE" (CL) "HUTCHINS” "DALY"
"AMMKN" "BEALE" "BUSH" "BAGHE" ”3fULLANY" "MUGFOED” 
"SAGEEY" "LA5WS0N" "DRAYTON" "CONYHGHAS" " SMITH*
”MAHAN" "3AHW" "REED" "FLTJSSKR" "ARUHTA" "WARRAMUlttJ? 
"RALPH TALBOT” "HELM” (Du) “SAHDS" "NOA" "BROOKS" 
"CROSBY" ”KILTY" "STRINGKAifi" "WARD” "DEHT" "GILMER” 
"aflTaPHREY" (APD) "BLUE RIDGE” (AGO) "STAWEIL"
H SHE ? PART ON (AMS) "TULSA" (PG) SC *3,647, 648, 698, 
3C»s.705, 736, 738, 742, 743, 746, 749, 981 
YMS's.11, 49, 50, 52, 70, 71, 72, 315, 334, 395, 336 
YP* 3.233, 236 13L«s.424, 425 , 427 , 423, 43£, 431,
M L *3.801, 806, 816, 819 P C 's .479, 1119, 1120,
PC *£.1121, 1122, 1131 25 LST»s 12 APC»s 29 PT’s 
"RIGEL" (AR) "DOBBIK" (AD) "OTUS” "FULTON" (AS) 
nSPRINGDALE" (YTXi ) "AIvIYCUS” (ARL) "GARTER HALL"
(LSD) "LOOKOUT" (AG) "FXRO" (AE) sPOLLUX" (AKS) 
"CO'JCAL" (A3R) "SAN PABLO" (AVP)

(Sob©: SPECIAL OPERATIONAL MOVEMENTS OUT OF 
^IL'm-j'BAV SHOWfn

Her chan fc Vessels: "ABIGAIL ADAMS" "J.ALD3K8
"3 .BAS3BERGER” "F.N . 8LANCHET" "SIMON BOLIVAR" 
"COLORADO" "CAPE ANNE" " J .CARROLL” "CORINTH" 
"F.A.EILERS" "ETAMIE" "G.H.FLAHDERS" rGAKYi4EDE” 
"H.MPGOOD" "T.C.LOWE" " J.LYKES" "MACTAS" "MIDWEST 
FARMER” "D.HACLEAY* "MORMACDALE" ’•JOK? MUIR”
"F .3 .OLSON” ”A .RAVALLI" "C .M*RUSSELL" "SCKAS*
*H , 3, SIHN0T5?" "M.M. STEWART" "C M S . ?. SOINMETZ"

"H.STEWART” "TECUMSEH” "TRIANGULUM" "3.H.WESTC0TT”



Port Moresby

Thursday Is.

41m s

Townsville

Gladstone

Brisbane

- Itoffips & Aux. - "KATOOMBA" ’’lilTHOGW** (AMS)
YMS’ s .8, 46, 47, 48 ML.426 "BUNGAREE** (CM)

Merchant Vessels* "MULXAUA" **KKLGA MOLLIS** "COKTESSA"
- Warships & Aux. - "COOTAHUHDRA" "LATROBE” (AMS)

Merchant Vessels® "TULAGI" "SCSOffi&GOIl" ttALAGNAtt
”ADMIRAL CHASE*1

- Warships & Aux. - "GYMPIE** "BUNDABBUG*1 (AMS) PC.477 
YP.280 MLfS .8Q3 , 804, 805. 800 “PLATYPUS** (AR)

- Warships & Aux. - HCASTLEMAI#E 1 (AMS) **AASB MAERSKH (AO) 
Merchant Vessels® -

- Warships & Aux. - ML*s.808, 821 
Merchant Vessels: •

- Warships & Aux. - "STUART** (CD) am *M n "TOWNSVILLE11 
"MILDURA" (AMS) ** SU SQDEIlAl-i is A" "SHIKEHUAMY" (AO) 
BORIOIfn (AS) ‘‘I.T.ALLBI** "KAMMBLA" (APA) "ffRftQW** 
"HALF MOON” (AVP) ftALGORAB” (AKA) PC. 1123 ML. 809 
YMS*s,9, 10 SC*8. 731, 735.

(Repairing, Refitting! "GLADSTONE** (M S ))

(c ) Proposed Movements;

(1 ) ** STUART ** escorting "ORION* (AS) to depart Caloundra 1430/ 28. “STUART* 
parts company vicinity Sydney and proceeds thither. "ORION* 
proceeding to Fremantle,

(2 ) **C00TAMUHDRAescorting “ALAGMA** **SCHCTAGON" aADMIRAL CHASE** to 
depart Thursday Island 1500/28 for Darwin ETA 173o /2 f

. (ii) EHEMY FORCES

(1 ) Bouaainville-Bukai
(aj Kighfc Dec 26-27, harassing attacks were carried out by on© 

aircraft on Buka, Bonis, luma luma and Kahili.
. . (b) Photos Dec 26 show all Solomons runways unserviceable.
(2 ) Kahilit

(aj Photos Dec 26 show 4 new automatic a /a  positions, making a 
total of 5 .

(b) Dec 27, 3 Mitchells bombed supply dumps at Kahili.
(3) Buka;

“TaT Photos Dec 26 show 9 barges in Matehin Bay.
kite hells bombed Buka floatplane anchorage and

Two barges were sighted in an inlet West of Buka.
(c) 1055-1105/27 , 54 Dauntless, 22 Avengers, escorted by 16 

Lightnings bombed A/A positions at Buka. 2 Dauntless were 
slightly damaged.

SStft» 100S /27, 6 Mitchells bombed bivouac area and Cliinatown.

I’AQj-. Islands? Dec 27, 3 Venturas bombed several, mostly unserviceable 
oaFgai i»  the grouo. 1 '  *

(6 ) K&vlengg

(a) 0002-031o /2? , 5 Catalinas bombed and strafed Kavieng aerodrome, 
causing many fires, a /a  engaged and shot d own a probable enemy 
aircraft. ‘ J

(b) 0420/ ® ,  7 barges on eourse 140° we<re sighted by aircraft 
9 miles JfW of Kavieng;.

(7 ) Rabault

Dec 26, Soupac photos revealj 
Aircrafts p. lb . mb.

12

10
Tobera 
Vunakanau 
Keravat
Rapopo 
LakunaI 
Harbour

D3. PP. FE.

9
74

m

95

3
* »

2 7
6

i F

1
16

1 7

! ^ eLa, L^ ai fr® serviceable; Vunakanau is serviceable frr 
the KW V 3  of trie strip; and Keravat is serviceable but rough.

(Incomplete)
7 destroyers 
3 submarines 
2 sub-chasers 

14 M s
m

40 vesaal.«

4 destroyers

2 sub-chasers
2 tankers
3 are

aAA 1 *|



(7) Rabaul (Consd.) A  (
""Shippings (CowTd) ' . _ . ,
—  Deo.26 Dec.25 (Incoaplete)
Vunapope 2 MVa 1 M?

25 barge a (approx) 5 barges

i’wo of the 7 destroyer 3 were off Wmtosn Island, headed for 
Rabaul, at 1236/26. It is recalled that *3655/26 two destroyers 
loaded with troops were reported off Cape Hoskins on a north
easterly course. These might well be those off Watom Is . at 
noonday, returning to Rabaul without having completed shelr 
transportation mission, probably to fee Gap© Hoskins area.
The 425 barges are the largest concentration yet reported 

in this area and indicate further the enemy’ s intention of 
using these craft in operations in Hew Britain and possibly 
the K,Solomons.
Installations;
Two dual purpose 4 .7 ’* naval guns on a ridge 1 mile SW of 
Reravia with 6 automatic a/ a  guns and a rotating centre control 
radar installation 1 ,000 feot away,

(8) XJbllit The following aircraft sightings have been reported?
*“{&) 0725/27 52 bombers end SO fighters Course

with 115 fighters as top cover 240
Co) 1000/27 A large number of aircraft was Course

heard in the TJbili area. H.E*
(c) 1900/27 An unidentified flight of aircraft Mo course, 

was heard S.W. of Ubili
(9) Wide Bay* 1720/27 A large formation of aircraft was heard MW of

Wide Bay, f1ying West.
{10) Cape Hoskins:

(a) 0740/27 20 unidentified aircraft flew West over Cape Hoskins.
(b) 1826/27 2 bomber3 flew SW over Cape Hoskins,

(11) Talasea area: 0330 /26 , a small unidentified vessel was s i f t e d  by
aircraft 60 miles 503 by I  of Talasea. This may indicate a 
possible destroyer transportation run to Garove la. or north 
Sew Britain coast.

(12) Arawe:
(a) Dec 25/27. the following air raids were reported*

2150-2237/25 7 bombs were dropped without damage by an
unknown number of aircraft.

0321-0423/26 3 bombs were dropped without damage.
0847-0912/26 20 diveborabers escorted by 12 fighters attacked 

shipping without damage. Two dlvebombers were 
shot down.

25,54-2240/26 One plane flew over the area - no bombs. 
0029-0122/27 Red alert,
0225-0347/27 Red alert.
0410-0445/27 21 bombs were dropped near Bilelo Is. A/A shot 

down 3 aircraft,
0841-0937/27 Approx 50 enemy aircraft were intercepted,

4 being definitely, 1 probably, shot down. The 
enemy jettisoned their bombs without damage.

(b) Dec 25, our troops repulsed three enemy attacks on the right 
flank whereupon the enemy withdrew, A patrol at Mesella 
encountered enemy with booby traps and machine guns, killing 
10 and wounding many others before withdrawing to Umtingalu.

(c) 1637/26, 6 barges were sighted by aircraft off Cape Beiho. 
Serviceability undetermined.

(d) 0830/27, FP’s shot down 4 dlvebombers of a force of 25-30 
dlvebombers and fighters which attacked them 15 miles W. of 
Arawe.

(13) Cape Gloucester: See Kaval Incidents.
Jl4 ) Long Island: liac 26-27, aircraft sightings were reported as follows* 

1216/26 A number of aircraft over Long Is . Course
120°

1032/27 A flight unidentified aircraft Course
10 miles I .  of Long Island. East.

(15) Manua Island area: 1300/27, a southbound enemy submarine was
* attacked. 1S6 miles N, of Lorengau.

4 -



(16) Buon Peninsulas
(a) Dec 27, our* ground forces have captured Ago and Walingai.
(b) 1017/27, 18 Mitchells boaibed and strafed Kanomi (1C miles SW  

of Fortification Point).
(17) Qoodenough Island: 0305-C355/26, three unidentified aircraft 

” approached the Islarxi from the North, causing & Red warning
to be sounded.

2, SORTH WESTERN AREA
---  “ -- (i) ALLIED FORCES

—  _ _

(a) At Sea to 120p/28t 

(1) 8 Submarines on patrol,

(b) In Barbour?

x Darwin - Warships & Aux. - “FREMANTLE" (A^IS) ML*s.429, 814,815
Merchant Vessels* “COOLEBAR” '‘DUSSDOLA" "DILGA” .

{11) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Celebes; On Dec 27, a small enemy convoy bound possibly for Timor 
or Ambon was sighted by aircraft off the SE tip of Celebes* 
1526/27 1 escort vessel or Near entrance Course

minelayer to Eoetoeng 95
1 freighter transport (med.) Strait 
1 freighter (large)

/  - The convoy was attacked, one near miss with 5C0 lb .bomba
being scored on each of the merchant ships., the freighter 
transport being observed listing after the attack.

3. SOUTH WBSTjSKS AREA
(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/28s

(1) "YP.288” departed Fremantle 1325/23 for Exmouth Gulf.
(2) "KGR3HAM” escorting “COLINA" departed Geraldton 144o/27 ETA Onslow

1300/29. On return escorting ”0NDIHA” Exmouth to Fremantle.

(b^ In Harbour-:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - “ADELAIDE” "TROMP" (CL) “VAN GALEN"
“TJERK HIDDESh (DD) “DCBBO" (As, 3) "i^ESTON” (AVD) 
"CHANTICLEERl! (ASR) ^ATREUS" (GM) "WHIPPOORWILL” 
(AM) “PELIAS” (AS) "ISABEL." (PY) SC.73S YP.286 

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - “LARK” (AM) "CHILDS” (AV)

4 . EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA
(i) ALLIED FORCES

At Sea to 1200/23s

'(1) "MORESBY” departed Sydney 1130/27 for Cairns ETA 2000/31. "MORESBY" 
to proceed later bo Milne Bay.

^Rs) “GEELONG” "XANDKA" escorting Convoy PG-.94 (4 departed Brisbane
1310/26 for Sydney ETA 1700/28.

(b) In Barbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - “TALBOT” (APD) "CONVERSE” "STACK"
(DD) "WARKNAMBOOL” “BELORAINS" "ECHUCA" 
"ROCXEAMPTON” "GOOLBUHN" "GLHN&LG” 1C0LAC" (AMS) 
"MANOORA* (APA) “HILO" (PG) “EYBRA” “DOOMBA” ( A/c 
Vessels) “GOLDSTAR19 (AG) ML»s.8D2, 807, 817, 822 
'Mi* 823.

(Repairing, Befitting - “HOBART” (CL)).



- w®?hips t Aux. - "wagga" "b^ndigo" (ams) "patroller"Melbourne —
(CV(E)).

Westernport - Warships & Aux. •  BINGERA (A/S Vesse*.)

(o) Proposed Movement;

0 ^ ( 1 ) "PATROLLER* (CV(E)) to depart Port Phillip 1230/28 for Fremantle.

B, CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA

(1) Carolines? Dec 26, a serviceable runway 3,600 feet long with 
— ‘ revetments, taxlways and dispersal areas, was sighted by 

aircraft on an island in the jMftftl Group (150 miles SE ot 
Truk). No aircraft and no A/A were observed.

One 1,500 ton cargo vessel was moored alongside a 
150 foot pier on the North side of the island.

NAVAL INCIDENTS

^fc(l) Cape Gloucester i At dawn on Dec 26, United States Marines landed 
in strength at points 7 miles South of Cape Gloucester and on 
the Western shore of Borgen Bay.

Prior to the landing, an allied cruiser and destroyer 
Task Force bombarded both beaches for nearly one hour, while 
beaches &nd gun positions inland were bombed and heavily 
strafed by 42 Liberators and 52 Mitchells with fighter escort. 
They dropped over 140 tons of bombs, including 1 ,000 lb.bombs 
and phosphorous bombs which laid an effective smoke screen.

The* original landings were made almost without opposition, 
but a small formation of enemy aircraft attacked our landing
craft in Borgen Bay two hours later.

Throughout the day our air attacks were continued, 265 ToV$ct 
bombs being dropped in addition to strafing attacks, by an 
additional 64 Liberators, 51 Mitchells and 32 Bostons with 
fighter escort.

In the afternoon 40 dlvebombers, 20 medium bombers and 
60 fighters attacked our beachheads and ships offshore. We 
lost one destroyer by a direct hit and three others were 
damaged. Our operations were not affected by the attacks.

The enemy1s total losses were 61 aircraft including 
36 bombers and 25 fighters, and others probable,

• We lost 7 of our aircraft and others were damaged.
(2) Milne Bay;

“ (1) "SJffiUEL K*BARLOW” aground In Raven Channel. 'STAWELL” to

froceed ®ith despatch and render all assistance possible.
PUEBL0M (AO) aground on Doraai Shoal S .E . of North Foreland, 

China Strait. Tug "SPRISHTLY” ordered to d etach from Convoy 
TN.197 and proceed with all despatch to render assistance.

ENEMY* S PROBABLE HSXT KOVE

|1) Consolidation of defences Marshalls, Carolines, Blsmarcks, North 
coast New Guinea, East Indies, Malayan areas.

(2) Constant effort to maintain maximum air and naval strength in 
general Carolines, Marshalls, Blsmarcks, New Guinea areas 
to off-set allied forward moves,

'(3) Use of barges, submarines and destroyers for night transportation 
runs to forward areas.

(4) Continued use of submarines for reconnaissance and offensive 
patrol duties in allied operation areas in Pacific and 
Indian Oceans.

— oOo—

- 6 -



DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY
t m i r

g m m  SECRET
f 28 December, 1945.

ALLIED & EiSffY'ORDER OP BATTLE 
ITIiOUvfi k SOIJTHlEST PA^IFi^T

ALLIED FORGES ENEMY FORCES

BB

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

WASHINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
ALABAMA

Blsmarcks
Solomons

Carolines 
?:iars halls

Y AMATO 
MUSASHI
zomo
HARUNA
NAGATG
MFTSU

CV

CV (L )

TjE)

CA

PATROLLER

AUSTRALIA
SHROPSHIRE

SARATOGA
ESSEX
BUM2R KILL

PRI KCETON 
INDEPENDENCE

PRINCE WILLIAM 
BRETON 
ALTAI/. A HA 
COPAUSE

KUMANO

SUZOTA

RYUHO 
HITAKA

UHYO

HAGURO 
dSTOKO 
TONE - 
OHOKAI 
TIKUMA 

*  MOOAMI

CL PHOENIX 
NASHVILLE

*  HOBART

*
X
31

COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
HONOLULU
ST. LOUIS
SAN DIEGO
SANTA PE
MOBILE
BIRMINGHAM
DENVER
LEA1JDER

CL(T) • •  •»
i d • ’•* wm
3T7/CVS HERON WRIGHT

SAN PABLO BALLARD

xav/ kcvs

HALF MOON CHANDELEUR
«» 3

DD AM&EN
ARUiTA
BUSH
HELM
luULLANY
RALPH TALBOT
WARRAMUNGA
BAGLEY

Approx 40 10

•
CONYNGHAM
DRAYTON BACHE
FLUSSER BEALE
LAM SON BROW It SQM
MUGFORD DALY
REID HUTCHINS
SHAW ' STUART
SMITH VEKDETTA

NAXA )Two 
I3UZU )po3&. 
NAGARA) sunk 
HOSBIRO 
GYODO 

*  AGANO

2EATORI 
1-2 (1 das a gee; 

x SOTQRC

25-30 (some 
repairing)

*  Non-effective 
- 1 -



,k )ST SKCKET
28 December, 1943

Southwest Pacific
Eastern Section) South Pacific

Bismarc&V
Solomons

Carolines”
Marshalls

afa / a pd / m a

BAL-AO )
CERO )
GATO ) On Patrol

PETO )
SCAMP

*i
)

ALBACORE )
GUARDFISH ) Ary-Brlabaae

)
BLACKFISH )
REDFIH ) *****

62 Approx

H,T.ALLEN 10 APA
MANOORA 9 APD
WE STEALIA 5 AKA

so 20

AGO 

AS 

#
AlftGliAFI (N.E.Area Only)
J-1! ; ’liters (inol*16 iwin-eng)
Light & M/Boabers
SE/Borabers
Plying Boats
Floatplanes
Transport & Oban, A/c

kan b ibla

ALGORA3
GILMER
3JKDS
HUMPHREYS
BROOKS
KILTY
KOA
CROSBY
DENT
STRING HAL; 
WARD

BLUE RIDGE

FULTON
OTUS
ORION

DOBBIN

RIGEL
PLATYPUS

PROMETHEUS

198
155
45

2
50
12

2. N OKTHERE PACIFIC

2k

AV/dVS

w — ”

ss
T5

ALL iaP FORCES

DETROIT
RALEIGH

RICHMOND
m

22
10

ENEi-lY FORCES 

ABUKUMA

AKITS’u SHIMA 
5

Approx 4 
1



§

GV

M l CL)
W r ~

0 V (T )

CV( E)

3. CENTRAL PACIFIC
ALLIED FORCES

INDIANA
NORTH CAROL IK A 
■ME3T VIRGINIA 
COLORADO 
MARYLAND 
TENNESSEE 
MISSISSIPPI 
HEW MEXICO 
IDAHO
GAL IP M I A  
PE NH SYLV A NT A

*  OKLAHOMA

ENBBRJRISE
YQiiKTOWN
LEXINGTON

COVPENS 
BELLEAO WOOD 
MONTERET

suwannee

SANGAMON 
CHS MIG-0 
BAR ME S 
CORAL SEA
CG SRI GID OR 
LOUG ISLAND 
MISSION JbAY 
liASSAu

C ost  secret

23 December, 1943

ENEMY FORCES 

ISE
YAMA3HIR0
FUSO

*  HYUGA (being modernised)

SHOKAKD
ZUIKAKU

*  HAYATAKA 
ZUIHO

HOSHO

» OTAKA
CHlTOSE

CA BALT IMORE 
BOSTON 
CHESTER 
./I CHITA 
m a  ORLEA'MS 
PEN SACOLA 
MINNEAPOLIS 
INDIR A .’OLIS 
SAN FRANCISCO 
S A T  LAKE CITY 
PQiWI&m  

*  LOUISVILLE

ATAGO 
* MAC HI 
a TAMO 
m '.iAYA

OCA

CL

CL(T)

WrT/ova
xay/ xcv~s
DD
m
i s

OAKLAND
it REMO 
*  CONCORD

FOCOMOKE

Approx 36 
Approx 50 

?

6

TATSUTA
YAHAGI (on trials)
TAMA 

*  KISO 
x NATORI 
36 YUBARI

KASHIMA
6-7

CHIYQDA
3

Approx 30 
Approx 30 
2 (one repairing)

m Non-effective



4. SOUTH EASTERN PACIFIC

W *  MOST SECRET
28 December, 1945

CL TRENT OS?

5. EAST INDIES - INDIAN OCEAN

Southwest Pacific 
(Western Section) Eastern PlSet Area East Indies-Philin-oines

BB m RAMILLIES' m

CV(E) - BATTIER -

CA SUFFOLK 
SUSSEX 
HtiffKXNS 
FROBISHER

ASHIGARA
AOBA

f
ADELAIDE
TRQMP

KENYA 
NEWCASTLE 
MANCHESTER 
CEYLON 
DANAE 

. EMERALD

KUMA
01
KTTAGAMI
KINU

CL(T) - m KASHII

XOL • CANTON
CHITRAL
CARTHAGE

•

AV/CVS CHILDS 
W. B. PRESTON

ALBATROSS KAMOI

XJLV/X CVS - ? 1

m VAN GALEN 
TJERK EIDDES

Approx 27 10

ss BLUEFISH
CABRILLA
POMPOM
POPPER
XINGFISH
RASHER
RATON
RAY

)
)
) On Patrol

K.12
BILLFISH
BONEFISH
BOWPIN
COD
GRSVALLE 
TIN OSA 
MARSHAL

At Fremantle

PEL IAS

AIRCRAFT (N.W.Area Only)
5s 1 filters (incl,27 twin»eng) 168
Light & M/Bombers 55
Sl/Boiabers 16
Plying Boats 12
Floatplanes 54
Transport & Gbsn. A/c 39



BritiW —  MOST SECRET 

G . O . T . C .  U.S. -  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

D A I L Y  N A V A L  S U M M A R Y

Part I : Allied and Enemy Activity.

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 700 Date 29 December, 1943,

PART I .

A. SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

£ 1 .  I-ORTH EASTERN AREA

(a) At Sea to 12oo/29t

(1) "BLUE RIDGE” (AGO) with "CARTER ilALL51 (LSD) departed Milne Bay
0430/28 for Buna ETA 1800/28.

(2) "ML.451" departed Milne Bay 1650/28 for Buna.
(3) "YMS.335" escorting "Y .19 " departed Milne Bay 1000/28 for Lae

ETA 0700/30. .
(4) "KL#424" escorting "G.H.FLANDERS" departed liilne Bay 1030/28

ETA Woodlark 0900/29.
(5) "HIZAR" (AT*1) departed Caloundra 03*30/27 ETA Idlne Bay 0900/30.
(6) "TASMAN" (AH) departed Brisbane 0400/28 for Milne Bay ETA p.m.

D60« 31a
(7) "KAPUBDA" escorting Convoy TR.199 ("PETER DES i T" “GEORGE STIRLING")

departed Cairns 0700/fcV 'for Hilne Bay ETA 2000/29.
(8) "BUNDAEERG" "G2MPIE" "CASELEMAINE" escorting Convoy TN.200

("PATRAS" "CORIO" for Port Moresby, "FRAKGIS G.HOffi/LAKD"
"WEST TEXAS*1 for Milne Bay) sailed to RV off Fitzroy Is . 
at 1400/28. "BUHDABERG" "GYMPIB" escort Portion "B" to 
Fdlne Bay ETA llOO/slj "GASTLSKAEil" escorts Portion f,A"

• to Port Moresby ETA 1000/31.
(9) "COGTAMUEDRA" escorting Convoy TD.4Q ("ALAG13A" "ADMIRAL CHASE"

"SCHffGDAGOH") departed Thursday Island 1500/28 for Darwin 
ETA 1630 /2  Jan.

(10) "IHVERELL* (AMS) departed Townsville 1058/26 for Thursday I s . .
ETA 1800/29. "INVEREIL" to anchor Flinders Is . 1800/27 
till 0700/28 and off Cape Grenville 1900/28 till 0700/29.

(11) "MAHUBDA" (AH) deputed Port ifcrssby 1515/26 for Brisbane ETA
0700/30.

(12) "WARREGO" departed m ine Bay 1000/28 ETA Grafton Passage 0600/30.
(13) "PIRIE" departed Milne Bay 1815/28 ETA Grafton Passage 1500/30.
(14) "MILDURA" "KALGOORLXI" proceeding Townsville were due 1100/29.
(15) "CALEDQHIAN SALVOR" (ARS) departed Cairns 1621/23 to salvage

"MAMGLA" on Corbett Reef was due 1200/24.
(16) "HDML*1325" was to depart Caloundra 1300/25 for Townsville ETA

1200/28.
(17) "M0RESBT" departed Sydney 1130/27 for Townsville. "MOKES®?" to

• proceed Cairns and later to Milne Bay.
(18) "COWRA" escorting "MAGNOLIA" for Sydney departed Gladstone 1900/28.

"COWRA" to detach In position 26°08*S 154°41«E snd return 
to Sydney ETA 0 9 0 0 /s i .

(19) °MI».80S" "ML*321" escorting, Convoy LQ.41 (1 UN) departed Gladstone
1900/28 ETA Brisbane' 6845/$0?

(20) "AASE MAERSK" (AO) departed Townsville 1830/28 ETA Gladstone 1230/50.

•  1- •

I



(21) "STUART” ©scortiag^OBIOll” (AS) dep&rted B r isiA e  1100/28. "STUART"
to detech off Sidney end proceed thither, "ORION" proceeding 
independently to Fremantle ETA 1630/5 Jan.

(22) 9 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour;

finschhafen

Lae

Morobe

Buna

Oro Bay

Kiriwina

Woodlark 

Goodenough Is,

Milne Bay

Port Moresby

Thursday is.

- Warshios fit Aux. - PC 's .1124, 1132 SC*8.650, 737, 747,
SC1s .743, 750 YMS.514 

Merchant Vessel at "H .L . ABBOTT" "JUAbT CABRILLO” ”AMY 
LOWELL" "YAQUEEO* **J. S. SARGENT" nCOMARA"
” K0£> ND 00L00" "LORIMA” "MOA MOA” "JANE MOO RE HEAD”

- f/arshipa % Aux. - YM3.513 3C f s.745, 982 
Merchant Vessels* "A.PIERCE” "T .CORTO" ”F.J.IHWIN”

- Warships & Aux. - "PORTUNUS” (AGP)
Merchant Vessels:

- Warships & Aux. - SC*3.637, 745, 746 Y M SU .51 , 73
"TRINITY" (AO) "HEHlOffi" (AF) 11 STELLA11 " POLARIS" 
(AGS) "RESERVE" “YUHNAN" "PINO f?0H (A3IS)

Merchant Vessels* *li.3»BSASrn "ESSO BALBOA" "GORGON"
- Warshios & Aux. - SO .734 

Merchant Vessels* "WM.PKOUSE" "J.OuSS" "G.V.L.MEYER”
"H.DODGE" ‘‘A.THOMAS15 "J.PALMER” "PONCE”
"R. F.WAHHB8" "STAGE-?" "ALAMO” "VAN HEUTSZ" 
” j.M.0I®tEHT3” "a,DALY" "P ,HEWITT" "A*F.LINDBERGH"

«. far allies & Aux. •
Merchant Vessels* "MARGARET THSVAITSS"

- Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels*

- Warships & Aux. •  ML.318 SC.732 
Merchant Vessels* "ANHUI" "WM.BEAUMO&L1" "ISOLATOR"

H A.D.WHlTE" "
- Warships & Aux* - "AUSTRALIA" "SHROPSHIRE" (CA)

"PHOENIX" "NASHVILLE11 (CL) "HUTCHINS" "DALY”
”AMMEN" "BEALE" 'BUSH" "BACHE* "MULLAHY" "MUGFORD" 
"BAGLEY" "LAM SON” "DRAYTON" "CONYNGHAki” "SMITH" 
"sSAHAN" "SHAW" "REID" "FLUySERn ”ARUNTA” "WARilAMUWI 
"RALPH TALBOT" (DD) "SANDS* ”NOA” "BROOKS11
"CROSBY" "KILTY" "STRINGHAM" "WARD" ”DENT" "GILi4ER" 
"HUMPHREYS" (AfD) "ARRARAT* "BOWEN" "BALLARAT" 
"STASfELL" "SHEPPARTOH" (AMS) 15TULSA" (PG) SC.647 
33*3.648, 698, 703* 736, 738, 742, 743, 744, 746,
SO*s.749, 981 YUS*3.11, 49, 50, 52, 53, 70, 71, 
YMS»3.72 , 315, 354. 336 YP*s.235, 235, 291 
ML»s.425# 427, 433' 430, 801, 806, 816, 819 
PC»s.479, 1119, 1120, 1121, 1125, 1131 25 LST*s
IS APC*s 29 PT 'b "RIGEL* (AR) "DOBBIN" (AD)
"0TU8" "FULTON" (AS) "SPRINGDALE" (YD?) "AMYOUS" 
(ARL) "LOOKOUT" (AG) "T O O " (AE) "POLLUX" (AKS)
"0 DUCAL” (ASR) *SAK PABLO" (AVP) "XURUKBA* 
"VICTORIA" "MOBILOIL11 (AO) "WESTRALIA” (APA)

(Notet SPECIAL OPERATIONAL MOVEMENTS OUT OF
—  m i F ’feiy lH6f"*5CTfl-. 7 --- — ---—

Merchant Vessels* "ABIGAIL ADA;V?Stf "J.ALDES” "E.D.BAKER" 
"S'. BAMBERGER" "F.N.SLANCHET” "SIMON BOLIVAR" "BOTH” 
"W , D . BURNHAM” N.H.BYERS1* "COLORADO* "CAPE A M "
" S.CRANE" "CITY OF PHILADELPHIA” "CORINTH"
"DAY STAR" "J.D.DDTY" "0 .EASTMAN" "F.A.EILERS"
"STAMIN" "D.D.FIELD" 3GANYMEDE” "N.HAPGOOD”
”W,HDME* "T.JEFFERSON® "T.C.L0W3# ttJ.LYKES"

AC TAN" "MIDWEST HARMER” "D.MACLEAY" "MORMAODALE" 
"JOHN MUIR" "NORAS" ”F .OLDER” "F.B.OLSON"
:: ' SENANT" "A.RAVALLI" "N.J.SIN1 0£f* *U ,U . #£•.., JAWV* 
"OHAS.P .STEINMETS” "R.STEWART" ”W.L.SUBJETTS” 
”TEGUMSEH" "TRIANGULUM" "VAN DSR LIJN" "M A N  
DEVENTER'" "WEST CACTUS” "E.N.WESTCOTT”

Warships & Aux. - "KATOOMBA" "LIffiBGOW" (AMS)
YkiS*s,8, 46, 47, 48 ML.426 "BU8GAREK" (CM) 

Merchant Vessels* "HOLIAMA* "HELGA MOLLER” "COMTESSA" 
Warships & Aux. - "LATEOBE" (AMS)
Merchant Vessels* "TULAGI"



Cairns - Warships i  Aux. - "BROOME* (AMS) PC.477 YP.280
ML’ s ,803, 804, 805, 820 "PLATYPUS" (AR)

Townsville - Warships & t o .
Gladstone - Warships & Aux.
Brisbane - Warship® & Aux, - "VEJfDETTA* (&D )nS W "  "T0v1¥SVILLE

"W IL C A K A H (iiMS) !SABRHAM CRIJKSSEii" (A/S Vessel)
" 3USQUEHAHMfi "SHI KELLA26Y" (AO) "K.T.AILEil" 
"KAUIBLA" (APA) "HERON” "HALF MOON" (AVP)
"ALGOHAS" (AKA) PC*1X23 ML»s .809, 811 

'YMS's. 9 ,10 , SC1 s .731 , 735, 741.
(Repairing, Kef It tin gi "GLADSTONE" (AMS)).

(e ) Proposed Movements?

(1} "fEEDETTA" to RV with hCOPAHEE!‘ (CV(E) ) at 1700/31 in position 
26°33*S. 15S°09*E and escort to Brisbane.

(2) "PC. 1183" escorting "PPJBSIOT1? GRAIST" to depart Caloundra 1000/30
and escort till 2100/30, thence proceeding to RV with "STEPHEN 
GIRARD", departing Caloundra 0800/31, and escort to Morth of 
Lady Elliott Island, whence "PC .1123" returns to Brisbane.

(3 i "VJOYALLA" "SC .735” escorting Convoy QL.42 to depart Caloundra 
1600/29,

) (ii)  ESTOC FORCES

(1) Bougainville-Buka% Photos Dee 28 show all Solomons airfield still
■Unserviceable.

(2) Buln 3asei Photos Dec 28 show 7 barges in the area.
(3) Ebpreg‘a Auguata Bay;

."(aj" lISo/26, I'd Avengers bombed enemy positions in the I.E .Sector.
(b) So 1500/27, artillery exchanges were active, the enemy’ s fire 

being ineffective.
(4) lie ta % 1600-173.3/27, a cruiser and destroyer Taa k Force thoroughly

bombarded objectives in the Kieta area.
(5) Buka.i

[ST Photos Dec 28 show 13 barges in the Buka-Matchin _say area.
(b) Dee 28, a reliable report states that all islands in Uatehin 

3ay are occupied by the enemy. Barges take enemy from the 
islands -oo Soraken each night at dusk.

(6) Kjftvleng areas 2355/27, 5 Catalinas bombed Panapei aerodrome.
(7) Habauli

(a) Is  DO/27, m reported cruiser was sighted by aircraft leaving 
Rabaul Harbour.

(b) 1200/27 Of 50-60 enemy fighters encountered over Rabaul, 8 
wer© destroyed, 1 probably destroyed and 1 damaged by 40 Soupae 
fighters. We lost 1 fighter, the pilot of which *su.s rescued.

(c } 0930/28, the following shipping was sighted by aircrafts 
Simpson Harbour 1 aircraft carrier

6 destroyers
Outside the 
Barbour 1 destroyer

The 'fearrie# Is estimated to be a landing craft carrier, 
or possibly a large tanker.

(8) Lorengau area:
i6'O0/27, 4 small boats of PS boat siz® were observed at 
Lorengau fc;v patrolling- Liberator which bombed the airfield.

(b) Dee 28, a seven ship convoy, outward bound, proceeding
probably fro®Rabaul to the Mandates, was sighted by aircrafts 
1400/28 3 large freighters 70 miles Course

1 medium freighter E. by S. 310
1 Tj/l vessel Lorengau Speed

f J  destroyer escorts 10 knots
(9) Open 3ayt 1850/28, a flight of aircraft on course Wm  was heard over

’ open Bay,
(10) Cape Hoskins 1

(a) 0850/28, a formation of unidentified aircraft on course 220° 
was reported over Cape Hoskins,

(b) 1010/28, Liberate®1® with Lightning escort bombed Cape Hoskins 
aerodrome.

(c) 2245/28, two destroyers probably on a transportation run from 
Sabaul to Cape Hoskins-area, were attacked by aircraft 7 miles

W 8  of Cape Baskins.
•  S -



T S T  Reports from f  i ghter squadrons received to a at© show that 28 
enemy aircraft including 8 divebombers and 20 fightera were 
shot down In a ire* combats over Ai*aw© on Dee 27. On© fighter was 
probably destroyed.

(b) 1515/ 27, 9 Bostons bombed and strafed a clearing on the East 
bank of the Pulle River and Bid-mop village.

(c) 0715/ 28, two probably serviceable empty barges were bombed 
and strafed by allied air craft S miles off Gape Peiho,

(d) Be© 27*28 . the following air .raids were reported!
1945-8030/27 2 plan©a dropped 6 bombs, killing 2 and wounding 6. 
0245-0$50/S 8 1 pi me dropped S bombs with no damage.

(e) Early a.m. Bee 28, our forces counter-attacked in the 
TJmtingalu area, killing 18 ©nemy.

(f) 185C /27, an enemy submarine was sighted off ifesella Point 
(1 mil© S. of Arswe airstrip).

(12) Rottoek~fli®fceek Bay area *

™"TaT*’55I57S§7~* Small submarine was reported by aircraft in
ftottock Bay,

(b) 0840/28, 12 111tcliells bombed and strafed targets in the 
Rottoek-Riebsek Bay areas•

(13) Cape Gloucester;
(a) i>ec our ground forces destroyed 3 machine gun positions 

South of K,2 strip. Marines reached a position 1 mil© Sg 
of lo.;3 atrip,

Pear enemy counter-attacks we re repulsed but pressure is 
very strong along the 1 , sector of the perimeter* fhe enemy 
is using heavy raortar fire, and constant pressure is being 
encountered from the Bay area, ' °

!> ) y®l?/28, at least 20 Bostons bombed and strafed targets in 
the Cap© .Gloucester area in support of our ground forces,

' 1 4 ' Btoaa_Bay - Bogla Harbours
1GI5/27 5 harbour craft Bogia Barbour
0943/28 14 barges and

. 4 unidentified craft Hansa )3ay
(15) Alexi shafen-Madan r s

“Ta) O&QQ/s^ TITLibera tors, 16 Alroobras and 8 Kittyiiawks attacked
,, . and 10 Marauders ana 11 Mitchells attacked Madam?.
(o) i045/2? A line of trucks 2 miles long was observed by aircraft 

in a cully 16 miles WKW of iv-adang.
(c) 0910/28 Liberators arc Mitchells again bombed Madams*

(1« ) Begadjlau

{ & T 0SF0 /2 7  22 Mitchells bombed Erima plantation.
(b) 1045/28 6 barges 5 miles off Bogadjim were sighted by aircraft 

neading towards the shore.
^P-7 ) lluon genlnsul&s

~TlT‘T92p727m™18 bestows bombed and strafed a coastal defence position 
at «?allngal arid 11 Air cobra, a attacked the coastal track at 
Blucher Point.

(fc) 1010/27 8 Aircobras strafed barges and targets of opportunity 
between BogadJim and Reiss Point, ~

(c) C820/28 6 Mitchells bombed and strafed similar targets from 
Begad Jim to Saidor, **

(d) C845/26 6 Mitchells bosabed and strafed similar targets between 
Saidor and Reiss Point,

(©) 1511/28 A possible small submarine was sighted bv aircraft
16 miles W» of Qlo.

(f) Dec 27, 12 barges were found at Walingai which, with Ago. 
seemed to have been hurriedly evacuated.

By 1900/87 ° w  forces had reached the Tewal River (2f miles 
SEE of Blucher Point.

Jtt.8 ) TFppeg -̂ amu Valley area t

(a) Bsc 27, with'heavy air and artillery support our forces

/h , pi“ Ple on ShaSS2 Hldge (4 miles M  by » . of Ktrabarum)
(b) Dec 28, our iorcee are consolidating, having repulsed an enemy 

eoun ter -attack, 47
(19 ) $ariw|mi 2055/ 28, indications were received by an allied aircraft 
i®n\ 4. ou5' enemy aircraft flying East loo miles N.of Klriwina

t S S T S K .  S i S j . ‘ * “ rln'  * “  slghted* • * * » • «

(XI) Arawe arsas
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2. NORTH flESTBSK AHJM

(a) At Sea to I2oo/29>

(1) 8 subasarines on patrol,

(b) In Harbours

Darwin - Warships '& aux. - "FREMANTLE” (AM3) ML1 s .489, 814,815
Merchant Vessels* "OOOLEBAR" "DUNDULA" "DILGA"

(ii)  ElIEMX: FORCES

(1) Dutch Mew Guinea:
’ 7~y an aircraf t was indicated approximately 30 miles SE

of Cape Valsch.
(b) 0622/28, one Mitchell bombed and strafed Enarotall and Ourena 

•villages in the Wlssel Lakes area.

(i) ALLIED FORCES

S. SOUTH ^ESTEKB AKEA

^  (i) ALLI.uD FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/29:

(1) r,Yr'.288|| departed premantle 1325/23 for Exmouth Gulf.
(2) HORSHAMescorting "CQLXNA" departed C-eraldton 1445/27 ETA Onslow

1300/29. On return escorting "GUDIM" Exmouth to Fremantle.

(b) In Harbour;

Fraaantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "tromp** (c l ) "v a s  galen"
"TJERK KTDDES" (DD) "DUBBO" (AUS) "PRESTOif" (AVD) 
nGHANTICLEER" (ASR) "ATREUS" (CM) "WHIPPOORWILL" 
(AM) "PELIAS" (AS) "ISABEL” (PY) SC .739 YP.286 

Eamouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "LARK" (AM) ’’CHILDS# (AV)

4, eastern <k sormmr^ aiwa

(i) ALLIED FORCES

t

(a) At Sea to 12oo/g9i

fl ) "STACK" (DD) departed Sydney il5o/20 ETA Bulari 0700/30.
U )  BUHBUH5rH departed Townsville 2000/25 for Sydney ETA 1600/29. whence 

BUNBURT* to be sailed so as to arrive Melbourne not later 
Jan*4.

(3) "PATROLLER" (CV(E)) was to depart Port Phillip 1230/28 for Frwasntl©.

(b) In Harbour t

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "TALBOT" (APD) "CONVERSE" (DD)
"WARRliAMBOOL" "DELORADJE” "BCHUCBA" "GEELONG" 
"ROCKHAMKpOH* "C-OULBURK" "GEEHBLG” "OOLAC" (AMS) 
"MAKOOBA" (APA) "HILO" ( PG) "KYBRA" "LGOMM" 
"YAMDRAn (a/s Vessels) ^GOLDSTAR" (AG) ML.802 
itL *3.807, 817, 822, 823.

(Repairing, Refitting •  "HOBART" (CL)).
Melbourne - Warships & Aux, - "WAGGA" ’’BEBJDIGO® (AMS)
■/©sternport - Warships & Aux. - "BINGERA" (A?S Vessel)



B. CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA

(1) Truk: Doe 27 An allied submarine reports an unsuccessful attack 
on the enemy task force which was sighted by aircraft heading 
for the Blsmarcks on the morning of Dec 27.

The submarine described the force as consisting of
2 heavy cruisers (nMOGAMI,f Class) and 2 destroyers, on 
course 10'", speed 2G/2a  knots, approximately 210 miles iSf 
of Truk.

It would appear that the force had abandoned its run to 
the Blsmarcks area.

m m n 's  phobahl.,. next s w z

(1) Consolidation of defences Marshalls, Carolines, Blsmarcks, North
coast New Guinea, East Indies, Malayan areas.

(2) Constant effort to maintain maximum air and naval strength in
general Carolines, Marshalls, Blsmarcks, New Guinea areas 
to off-set allied forward moves,

(3) Use of barges, submarines and d estroyers for night transportation
runs to forward areas.

^4) Continued use of submarines for reconnlassance and offensive 
patrol duties in allied operation areas in Pacific and 
Indian Oceans.

--oGo-«

t
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ALLIED FORCES

• MO
29

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY
---- pm TTT" ---

ALLIED & ENEW  ORDER OP BATTLE
I73o\ith1~south tACiimT

layacR mi
» 9 •ember, I M S .

E M  FORCES

'Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

Bismarcka 
Solomons

Carolines'
Marahalla

BB

CV

CVjL) 

(E)

CA

CL

CL(T)
mr~
W ?G V3

cavA ov*  
Ed

PATRCELER

AUSTRALIA
SHROPSHIRE

PHOENIX 
NASHVILLE

*  HOBART

WASHINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
ALABAMA

SARATOGA
ESSEX
bunkih  h il l

PRINCETON
INDEPENDENCE

PRINCE vV ILL I AM 
BRETON 
AITAMAHA 
COPAHEE

COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MONTPELLIER 
HONOLULU 
ST. LOUIS 
3AS DIEGO 
SANTA PE 
MOBILE 

x BIRMINGHAM 
n DENVER
*  LEANDER

HERON WRIGHT
SAN PABLO BALLARD
HALF MOON CHMDELBUR

- 3
AMEN 
ARUNTA 
BUSH 
HELM 
MULL A ITT

Approx 40

RALPH TALBOT
WARRAMUNGA
BAGLEY
CONYNGHAM
DRAYTON
PLUSSER BACHE
LAM30K BEALE
mm<m> DALY
REID HUTCHINS
SHAW STUART
SMITH VENDETTA

*  Non-

yrj.i£i\. fv?
A  S " . - ^ v  v ?

CSZTmWA
M v j J T T X * *

10

YAMATO
MUSASHI
KOKGO
HARUNA
NAGATO"
MUTSU

RYUHO ) On© 
HITAKA ) possibly 

) damaged
UOTO )
] *) I f)o

.HAGURO KUMANO 
MYOKO SUZUYA 
TONE 

^ CHOKAI 
/" TIKUMA -
*  alOGAMI

I&KA ) Two 
ISU2U ) possibly 
NAfiARA) sunk 
BOSHIRO 
CYODO 

3i AGANO

KATORI
1-2 (1 damaged)

*  NOTORO

25-S0 (some 
repairing)



A st  secret 
a9 December, 1943

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

Bismarcfcs
Solomons

Carolines
Marshalls

SS

•
BALAO )
CERO )
GATO )
PETO ) 
SCAMP ) On 
ALBACORS ) 
GUARDFI3H ) 
BLACKISH )
RED?IS )

Patrol

15 25

El Qti Approx 80 ? ?

apa / apd/ aka

•

H.T.AuiEH
MAN CORA
WESTiiALIA
KANI14BLA
ALG0RA3
GILMER
SAKBS
HUMPHREYS
BROGES
KILTT
BOA
CROSBY
DENT
STRINGHAM 
WARD

10 APA
9 APD 
5 AKA

*

AC-C BLUE RIDGE

AS PULTON 
OTUS 
OR 108

? ?

AD DOBBIN 1 1

AR KIGSL
PLATYPUS

PROMETHEUS

4&KC3AFT (N.E.Area Only) 
^Egnters (incl.16 tvsin-eng) 
Light Sc M/Bombers 
SE/Bombers 
Plying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport & Oban. A/c

198
155

45
2

50
12

2. NORTHERN PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

CL

av / cvs

m

AS

DETROIT
RALEIGH
RICHMOND

22
10

ABUKUMA
TAMA

AKITSU3HIMA
5

Approx 4
1



A ' V A  ^3-T SECRET
W  December, 1943

3 . CENTRAL PACIFIC - EMPIRE
ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

BB

•

INDIANA
NORTH CAROLINA 
WEST VIRGINIA 
COLORADO 
MARYLAI© 
TENNESSEE 
MISSISSIPPI 
MEW MEXICO 
IDAHO
CALIFORNIA 

, PENNSYLVANIA 
it OKLAHOMA

ISE
YAMASHIRO
FUSO

*  HYUGA (being modernised'

CV ENTERPRISE
Y<MXT<m
LEXINGTON

SHOKAKU
ZUIKAKU
Lj\ '■ U

CV(L)

•

COOPERS 
BELLEAU WOOD 
MONTEREY

*  HAYAT’AKA 
ZUIIIO

CV (T) m E03H0

CV® SWANNEE 
SANGAMON 
CHENANGO 
BARNES 
CORAL SEA 
CORREGIDCR 
LONG ISLA IS 
MISSION BAY 
NASSAU

* OTAKA
CHITOSE

p/'-vo,..;' : \

CA BALTIMORE
BOSTON
CHESTER
WICHITA

ATAGO
*  NACHI 
x TAKAO
x MAYA -

•

JOJw \/a •vl-iw i.% Im kJ
PENSACOLA 
MINNEAPOLIS 
INDIANAPOLIS 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SALT LAKE CITY 
PORTLAND 

*  LOUISVILLE

OCA - 6

CL OAKLAHD
*  RENO
*  CONCORD

TATSUTA
YAKAGI (on trials)

*  KISO
*  NAT OR I
*  YUBARI

CL(T)

W/cvs
jgr/mvs

ss

M

POCOMOKE
mm

Approx 35 
Approx 50 

?

*  Non-effective 

- 3 -

EASHIUA ‘
6-7

CHIYODA
3

Approx 30 
Approx 30 
2 (one repairing)



A  l A r  SECRET
2y December, 1943

4« SOUTH EASTERN PACIFIC

CL

DD

TRENTO®

2

“Southwest PaciTTc" 
(Western Section) Eastern Fleet Area East Indies-Phlllpplnes

BE

CV(E)

OA

CD

C U T )

XCL

av / cvs

XAV/XCVS

ED

SS'

AS

ADELAIDE
TR01J.P

CHILDS 
W.B.PRESTON

VAN GALEN 
TJERK EIDDES

BLUEFISH ) 
CABRILLA
POMPOM
POPPER ) on 
Ki KG FISH 
It A SKSR 
RATON
ray

K*12 )
BULFISH )
BONEPISH )
BGtfFIN ) At
COD )
GRSVALLE )
TINOSA )
MARS? HAL )

)
PELIAS

RAMILL IBS

BATTLER

SUFFOLK
SUSSEX
HAWKINS
FROBISHER

KENYA
NEWCASTLE
MANCHESTER
CEYLON
DANAB
EMERALD

CANT m
CBITRAL
CARTHAGE

ALBATROSS

?

Approx 27 

?

Patrol

Fremantle

RCFJkFT (M.#.Area Only) 
Fighters (incl.27 twln-eng) 
Light & M/Bombers 
SE/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport & Obsn.A/c

168
55
16
12
$4
39

ASHIGARA
AOBA

KUMA
01
KZTAGAMZ
icimr

KASHII

KAMOI

1

10
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Britiir— MOST SECRET 

U.S. — S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

D A I L Y  N A V A L  S U M M A R Y

Part I : Allied and Enemy Activity.

Pari II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 701 DateSo December, 1943.

PART I .

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC A:ff;A

1. NORTH EASTERN A, •,. ,A
(i) JURIED P0RC2S

(a) At Sea to 1200/30i

"YMS*315W " SC*698" "SC.749" escorting Convey BG.7 (Portion 'ik'j 
"VICTORIA" (AO) "W.D.BTO'ffiKAM" FoF™Buna7*TTA 1130/29;
Portion »B* S 11 BOTH” "F,OLDER" nD.D.FIia*BB "ROBERT STUART"
"R*P.WAR8SR" (ex Oro Bay) for Lae, ETA 0330/30; Portion 'C* s 
nW.N*BYERS" for Finschhafen, ETA 0830/30) departed Milne 
Bay 1450/28.

"SC .732" ”PC.476" escorting "ANHUI" departed Goodenough 0600/28 
were due Lae 1900/29.

"ML*431" departed Milne Bay 1650/28 for Buna.
"YKS.335" escorting "Y .19" departed Milne Bay 1000/28 for Lae

ETA 0700/30.
"ML.424" escorting "G.H.FLAIIDERS" departed Milne bay 1030/20

ETA Woodlark 0900/29.
"MI2AR" (AP) departed Caloundra 0300/27 ETA Milne Bay 0900/30. 
"TASMAN" (AH) departed Brisbane 0400/28 for Milne ^ay ETA p.m.

„ Dec*31.
"BUKDABERG" "CASTLSSuAI132" escorting Convoy Til.200 ("PATRAS"

"COR 10" for Port Moresby, "FitAKCIS G* "W~ST
TEXAS" for Milne Bay) sailed to RV off Fitaroy Is . at 
1400/28. "BIJKDABERG" escorts Portion *B* to Milne Bay 
ETA 1100/31; "GASTLBMAXJiE" escorts Portion 'A 1 to Port 
Moresby ETA 1000/31.

"BOWEN" "BALLARAT" "SC .746" escorting "BENT11 (AH)) departed
Milne Bay 1400/28 for Townsville, whence "BENT" proceeds 
Brisbane. "SC.746" to proceed Cairns for docking, ETA 
Grafton Passage 1300/31*

"KAPHKBA" (AIAS) departed Milne Bay 1400/29 ETA Grafton Passage 
0400/31.

"LITHGOW" escorting "HELGA MOLLER* departed port Moresby 1430/29 
ETA Cairns 2030/31.

"KATOOMBA" (M S )  departed Port Moresby 1803/29 ETA Grafton 
Passage 0600/31.

"MANUNBA" (AH) departed Port Moresby 1515/26 for Brisbane ETA 
0700/30.

"WARREGO" departed Milne Bay 1000/28 was due Grafton Passage 0600/30 
"PIHIB" departed Milne Bay 1815/28 ETA Grafton Passage 0130/31. 
"YP.291" departed Thursday I s .1210/29 ETA Port Moresby 1200/31. 
"CAEEBQNIAN SLAVGR" (AGS) departed Cairns 1621/23 to salvage 

"MANGGLA" on Corbett Reef was due 1200/24*
"HDL1L.1325" was to depart Caloundra 1300/25 for Townsville was 

due 1200/20.

"MORESBY" departed Sydney 1130/27 for Townsville. "MORESBY" to 
proceed Cairas and later to Milne Bay.

(1)

m

(3)
(4)

(5)

( 6 )
(7)

 ̂ (8 )

(9)

(10) 

(11 ) 

(12) 

m  (13)

(14)
(15)
(16)
(17)

(18) 

(19)



Wcorfcirip: Gonvoy QL.42 (2 departed
0/20 ETA Bustard Head 1059/31.

(20) "WHYALLA" "SC .735”
Caloundra 2130/

(21) "BL.808* "ML.821" eseortlnr. Convoy LQ.41 (1 W )  deoartec Gladstone
1900/28 ETA Brisbane d a W S ©

(22) "COWRA" was to escort "DAVID TipffES" and, "FREDERICK B ILLIES "
departing Caloundra 06D0/S0, to vicinity North of Lady Elliott 
Is . and return thence to Brisbane.

^ ( 2 3 )  "AASE AERSK" (AO) departed Twnsville 1830/28 ETA Gladstone 1230/30.
(24) "WILCANNIA" "ABRAHA CRIJNSSBN" comprising Convoy PG.95 (no consorts)

departed Brisbane 1207/29 ETA Sydney ll
(25) 9 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbouri

Finschhafen

Lae

uorobe

oro Bay

Ifriwina

Wopfilark 

Goodenough Is* 

- Milne Bay

Warships &  Ajuc. - P C 's ,1124, 1132 SC!s.650 , 737, 747
SO* s. 748 m s .  314 

Merchant Vessels I "H.L.ABBOTT” "JUAN GABRHi.0"
"M Y  LOWSLL" HJ .S .SARGENT” "YAQUMO* "GOi-tARA*
"LORIMA” "MOA MOA" "JANE MOOREBEAD" ®MULCRA" 

Warshlos & A jus. - YMS.313 S C 's .745, 982 
rierchant Vessels* *&. PIERCE” WT .CORWIN" "F.J.IRWIii” 
Warships & Aak. ■» "PORTUNUS" (AGP)
Merchant Vessels*
Warships & Au k . - "BLUE RIDGE” (AGO) S0*s,637, 745,

SC*746 YMS*s.51, 75, "TRINITY” (AO) "MERKUR"
(AP) "ST3SLA" "PGLARXS1* (AGSJ "RESERVE” "?IMG WO” 
(ASIS) "CARTER HALL” (LSD)

Merchant Vessels i ”M*B. BRADY”
Warships |  Aux. - 30*734
Merchant Vesselss "AXAMQ" "S .K .BARLOW" ”J .CARROLL"

" J * ?*. GLSSEHTS” *M. M L  Y n "H. DODGE" "J*D.D0TY"
" P. HEWITT"* "A.F.LINDBERGH" "G,V,L*MEXBR" "PONOE"
"m .PRousi" " stageh"  "van  h b u t sz "

Warships & Anx, •
Merchant Vessels: "MARGARET THT/AITES"
Warships *f Aux* •
Merchant ^asseles - 
Warships & Aus* - SC.750
Merchant Vessels! "^.BEAUMONT"’ "ISOLATOR” "VAN DER 
Warships & Aux* - "AUStRALIA" ^SBROPSEI.dE" (CA) 

"PHOENIX* "NASHVILLE* (CL) "HUTCHINS" "DALY”
"AMMEH” “BLALS" "BUSH'1 " jBACHB*1 "MOLLAUY” "HUGFQRD" 
“BAGLEY" "LAMS0N" "DRAYTON" "CGBYNteUff" "S'SITK" 
"MAHAN" *3HA»¥" "KElDs "PLUS8ER" "ARUNTA" 
"WARRAMUSGA" "RALPH TALBOT” "HELM" (DC) "SAM>S"
”110A” ”BROOKS" "CROSBY” "KILTY" "STRINGHAM"
"WARD" "©ILMER" "HUMPHREYS" (AH>) "ARARAT"
"Si* AWE'LL" "SHEPPARTON" (AMS) "TULSA" (PG) 30*647 
SC!s .648, 703, 736, 738, 742, 743, 744, 981 
YMS*s.11, 49, 50, 52, 53, 70, 71, 72, 334, 336 
YP ‘ s.853, 236, 291 M L 'a .425, 427, 423, 430, 801,
ML1s*806, 816, 813, 819 P0»s,479, 1119, 1120,
PC*3.1121- 1122. 1131. 25 LST*£ 12 APC's
29 PT’ 3 "RIGSL (AR) "DOBBEi" (AD) "OTUS" "FULTON"
(AS) "SPPJNGDALE" (YDS) "AMYOUS" (ARL) "LOOKOUT"
(AO) "POLLUX" (AKS) "GOOCAL" (ASK) "SAN PABLO"
(AVP) "KTRUMBA" "MOBILOIL" (AO) "WESTRALIA" (APA) 
"YUMAN" (ASIS)

(Notes SPECIAL OPERATIONAL KOmihNTS OUT 01?
’̂ r w r im  x v r m m rr'"--- ------

Merchant Vessels? "ABIGAIL ADAI S" "J*ALDENn
"S.BAM BERGER" "p.S.BLAtfCRET" "SIMON BOLIVAR" 
"W.E.CHABNIMG" "COLORADO" "CAPS AHNl" "CITY OP 
PRILADELFEIA" "CORIHTF” "DAY STAR" "P.DES^ET" 
nP.A.SILERS” "ESSO BALBOA" "ETAMIN" "GANYMEDE” 
"N.RAPGOOD" "T.C.LOWE,: "J.LYKHS” "iUfl ARTHUR"
"UACTAN" "MIDWEST PARMER11 "D.fclAOLEAY" "MORMCDALE"
" JOHN MUIR" "NCKAB" *FEN»AKT" "A*RAVALLI" 
"N.J.SIHNCTT" BC*L* SMITH" »M*Bl*STEWART" "CHAS.P* 
Sf&INME’TZ" "W. L. SUBJETTE" "ABEL TASMAN" "G.STIRLING* 
"TEOUMSEH" "A.SHOSIAS" "vEST CACTUS" "E * N . WE STG OUT *
"A .D . WHITE"

- £ -



Port Moresby * W a r s h ^  & Aux. - YMS’s .6 , 46, 4 7 ^ 4 8  ML.426
"BUKGAi$En (CM)

Mercbant Vessels* "MULIAMA”
Thursday Is. - Warships & Aux. - "INVERLLL" "LATROBE" (AI.1S)

Merchant Vessels; ’’TULAGI”
Cairns - Warships & Aux. - "BROOME" "GYMPIK11 (AMS) PC.477
| YP.280 ML*s .80S, 804, 805, 820 “PLATYPUS* (AR)
Townsville - Warships & Aux. - "KALGOORLIE* "MXLDtmA" (AMS)
Gladstone - Warships & Aux. •
Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - “VENDETTAM (DD) ”3tfAN" "TOWNSVILLE"

(AMS) "S3US3UBHAI?MA" "SHIKELA^Y" (AO) "H .T .A LEN " 
"KANIMBLA" (APA) "HERGN” "HALF MOON** (AVP)
"ALCrORAB" (AKA) PC*1123 1.1**3.809, 811 YMSSs.9,10. 
SC*s.731, 741 

{Repairing, Refitting* "GLADSTONE" (AMB)),

(cJ Proposed Movements?

(1) Vi:.ivwi‘.TrA t-o RV with "CGPAHEB” (CV(E)) at 1700/31 in position
26 53*S 158°09*E and escort to Brisbane.

(2) 1 PC*1123" escorting “PRESIDENT GRAM!" to depart Caloundra 1400/30 
and escort till 2100/30, thence proceeding to RV with " STEPHEN

I GIRARD', departing Caloundra 0800/31, and'escort to North of
Lv .. Lady Elliott Island, whence "PC.1123" returns to Brisbane.
(3) "STUART" to RV with "ETOLIN" in position 25°45»S 158°51»E at 090C/6 

Jan. and escort to Milne Bay.

(ii) JSKBMY FORCES

(1) Buin Base *

(al~Tl30/28 54 Dauntless, 23 Avengers dropped 55 tons of bombs on 
A/ A aP& coastal guns at Poporang, Shortland Is . and Faisi,

(b) lfcl0/28 22 Mitchells bombed supply dumps at Kahili.
(c) Dec 28 3 Liberators bombed Kahili in the morning.

(2) Bougainville* 0030/29 PTs contacted 3 loaded barges in Tor aw
Bay sinking 2 and forcing the other ashore. Light return fir© 
was encountered.

(3) Kieta; Dec 28 2 Klttyhawks dropped belly tanks at Numa Numa and
strafed them starting fire.

(4) Empress Augusta Bay;

1  ! ?cc ^ strafed ®n®ay positions S. of Jaba River.
lb) "'C An allied destroyer bombarded Japanese defences in the

fteni j'lver area (N*E. Empress' Augusta Bay).
(c) To 1500/28 Paratroopers cleaned out an enemy strong point with

an estimated 30 Japs, 600 yards east of Torokina River mouth
A m  o, i * illinS iO-15 Japs. Our casualties, 1 killed and 4 wounded.
^pb; Buita Passage area;

J4 Liberators bombed Buka and Bonis supply areas.
\t } 0ot.,o/2u A number of barges were sighted by aircraft between 

auka Passage and Sohana Island.

I1- ? . ? a r e a * 1400/28 A further report on the 7-ship convov
Sighted 70 miles E. by S. of Lorengau amends the comoosition 
ano course as follows*

2 destroyers  ̂ Course
*2 large freighter transports 240°

X
2 small freighter transports
1 unidentified vessel 

The course was previously reported as 210°.

The new course suggests the possibility of an inward bound 
convoy although the position and general direction indicates 

■*-fc was £>ore probably outward bound.
(7) Kavieng;

! Catalinas bombed Kavieng airdrome.
' ' 14?2/ ?9 6 ^identified  southbound aircraft were sighted by a 

patrolling Liberator 115 miles HE of Kavieng apparently on a 
ferry hop from Truk to Kaviena* 1 n

(8) Rabaul*

“la )  1200/27 Further reports of the fighter sweep over Rabaul

instead^of 8. Cf enemy alrcraft d e s t r o y  to 17 fighters

(h) w M 50/50 Gneny fighters encountered over Rabaul by
7 x '■ V s<iuadl’ons, 18/26 were definitely destroyed and
7 others probably. 3 Corsairs are missing.



X

x

{8) Saxaul (Contd.)
(b) (Contd)

Pilots report 20 large ships in Simpson Barbour.
(9) ggle 3ay-oapa Beech&y areai 1515-1610/29 3 Beaufighters strafed 

'~-~ n ^p g e7sT n ^O ^~ ^T ae ^ ’ay-0ape Bsechey area.
<10) tlbili areat

“W  22*47/28 2 or $ ships were indicated approximately 25 miles 
m  of Ubili.

(b) 1215/29 A small flight of aircraft was heard. 8W of Ubill.
(c) DOSS/SO 3 destroyers proceeding W. were sighted by aircraft 

35 miles WKW of TJblli. These vessels were probably on a 
transportation run possibly to the Gape Hoskins area.

(11) Cape Hoskins t
(a) I 6I 0/SS  17 Liberators with 17 escorting LigSitnings bombed the 

runway and dispersal loops at Cape Hoskins. 10 to 12 barges 
were sighted in Stettin Bay and 3 jetties were observed at 
Cape Hoskins,

(b) 1445/29 2 Kitbyhawks strafed targets in the area,
(12) G-asaata t

(a) 6*355/28 3 small boats and a lugger were sighted in Ayuet Bay 
(20 miles W. of Gasmata)#

(b) 1125/28 2 Spitfires strafed the Gasxnata strip,
(13) Arawe: Eec 28 It is reported that there are indications that the 

A  Japanese are reinforcing; the Arawe area both from Gasmata and
the Itni River,

(14) Cape Gloucester;
(a) oSoo/29 Liberators and Mitchells bombed targets in the Cape 

Gloucester area in support of our ground forces*
(b) 1O0O/2S 23 Mitchells borabed and strafed the coastal track 

between Mata®© Point and Al&ldo in Borgen Bay.
(15) Wevtak i 1030/29 2 small sea trucks were sighted by aircraft in

Victoria Bay (West coast lluschu Island) and one sea truck 
and several small harbour craft in Wewak Harbour.

(16) Haas a Bays
. (a) 0955/29 24 barges, 14 of which were large, were sighted by 

aircraft in lien8a Bay,
(b) Dec 28, P.M. 14 Thunderbolts strafed targets of opportunity 

from Bansa Bay to Sio.
(17) Huon Peninsula area;

Dee 58 Our ground forces with artillery support have advancedT

*

y&l
to Bluchor Point encountering strong opposition.

(b) 2026-2033/27 3 bombs were dropped near Katika by 2 unidentified 
bombefls one of siiioh was probably destroyed by A/A fire. 
0308-0403/28 1 aircraft dropped bombs In the Langemak bay area. 
2013-2016/28 21 bombers in 2 separate flights dropped 6 to 10 
bombs at Finschhafen and 6 to 10 on Langemak Bay. One bomber 
was probably destroyed by A/A.

3) Upper Harau Valley area\
(a) I ec "28 Patrol activity continues in the areas fi. of Kesawai.
(b ) Dee 28 Our troops advancing from the Pimple on Shaggy Ridge 

have repulsed Japanese counter-attacks and are shelling the 
enemy fJW of the Pimple with artillery fire.

2 . ORTH g:,3TEKS AREA
(I) ALL I . ZD b'OROKS

tcaammommm— ■ — annini ' iM u f n n  i m n T » i  =

(a) At Sea to 1200/30?

(1) HC GOT AiiUSTRAH escorting Convoy TD.40 (MALAGNAn "ADKIHAL CEASE11 
"SC!fJSDiAGOr‘ ) departed ^hursdey Is , 1500/28 for Darwin ETA

• 1630/2 Jan,
2) 8 submarines on patrol,

(b ) In Harbours '

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "PREMANSLK" (Ai’S) w1L»s.429, 814, 815
Merchant Vessels: wC00LEBARn "DUHBOLA" *DILGAW



# < i i > A*̂4 SY FORCES'

^®rauke Area; 1025/29 "ISLANDER" reported being attacked by enemy 
aircraf t 60 miles south of itferauke.

(2) Manokwari areas 1150/29 The following shipping was sighted at 
Ltanokwari;

1 small freighter transport
2 sea trucks

10 barges.
An unsuccessful attack was made.

10 enemy fighters intercepted dropping 3 aerial bombs,
2 floatplane fighters and 1 or more additional fighters were 
shot down*

(-3) Ceram: 1350/29 4 Liberators bombed and strafed Geser (SB tip of 
Ceram) and also strafed a sea truck off Ceraax-Laut Island 
(SE of Geser). Explosions were seen on board and the vessel 
left in flames,

3. SOUTH WESTERN AREA
(i) ALLIED FORCES

*

(a) At Sea to ISOO/SO:
(1) "YP.2'88" departed Fremantle 1325/23 for Exmouth Gulf.
2) "HORSHAM" escorting "COLINA" departed Gerald ton 1445/27 ETA Onslow 

1300/29. On return escorting "CfcX-INA* Exmouth to Premantle.

(b) In Harbour:

Premantle - Warships h Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TRGMP" (CL) "VAlv GALEN"
"TJERK HIDDES" (DD) "DUBBO" (AfcS) "PRESTON" (AVD) 
" C BA Iff ICI >EER * (ASR) "ATREUS" (CM) "WHIPPOORWILL • 
(AM) "PELIAS" (AS) "ISABEL" (PY) SC.739 YP.2S6 

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "LARK" (AM) "CHILDS’* (AV)

4. EASTERN- & SOUTHERN AREA
HTl) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/30:

(1) "STACK" (DD) departed Sydney 115C-/28 ETA bulari 0700/30.
(2) CONVERSE;" (DD) departed Sydney 0815/29 ETA Noumea 1000/31.
(3) "PATROLLER" (CV(E)) departed Port Phillip 1230/28 for Fremantle.
(4) WARRNAMBOOL" "DELOEAINE" "ML.802" escorting Convoy GP.96 (2 MV*)

» were to depart Sydney OSOO/SO for Caloundra. ~
5) "STUART" escorting "ORION* (AS) departed Brisbane H o o /28 . "STUART" 

to detach off Sydney and proceed thither, "ORION" proceeding 
independently to Fremantle, ETA 1630/5 Jan.

(b ) In Harbourt

Sydney - ’Warships & Aux. - "TALBOT" (APD) "WALLER" (DD)
"EUNBUHY" "COLAC" "DELGRAINS" "ECKUCA" "GEELONG" 
"GLENELG" "GOULBURN" "ROCKHAMPTON" "WARKNAMBGOti" 
(AMS) "MANOORA" (APA) "HILO" (PG) "KYBRA" "DOOMBA" 
' YAHBRA" (a/s Vessels) "GOLDSTAR1' (AG) ML.802 
ML*s.807, 817, 822, 823.

(Repairing, Refitting * "HOBART" (CL)).
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "WAGGA" "BENDIGO" (AiJS)
Westernport - Warships k Aux. - "BINGEM" (a/s Vessel)

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

Taurus 1130/29 Soupac aircraft reported both runways serviceable 
with 5 twin-engined aircraft in revetments.



. CEETRAL FAC IP 10 AUEA

(1) Komoi Islands Dec 27 Photos reveal that the Satawan Is . strip 
is net yet serviceable but grading of the strip progresses. 
The coral runway is 4,150 feet long and 210 feet wide with 
440 feet of dispersal loops. 6 barges are shown offshore.

BKF~YfS PRObAfiLE EoXT MOVE

(1) Consolidation of defences Marshalls, Carolines,- Bismarcks, North
coast New Guinea, East Indies, Malayan areas.

(2) Constant effort to maintain maximum air and naval strength in
general Carolines, Marshalls, Bismarcks, kew Guinea areas 
to off-set allied forward moves.

(3) Use of barges, submarines and destroyers for night transportation
runs to forward areas.

(4) Continued use of submarines for reconnaissance and offensive
patrol dutfes in allied operation areas in Pacific and 
Indian Oceans.

1 »~o0o-~
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ALLIED FORCES

H0.S 
SO

DAILY RAVAL SUMMARY
— — PiVr-.lrTT— “

ALLIED & EHE'mV' CINDER OF MTTLF.
~t :  aot^ii' i r ^ i n r m r  eAGiFia

M
! Hm®

, iEORET
O0»'i'b0? , 1943.

E B M  FORCES

Scut’awea£ Taeifio 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

Bismarcks 
Solomons '

WASHIHGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
ALABAMA

Carolines 
Marshall a

YAtfATO
MUSASHI
KONGO
HARUKA
MGATO
?€UTSU

ov

CV.(L) 

GV( L)

CA

CL

CL(T)
1ST*
I^7ovs

xavA cvs

dd

PATROLLER

AUSTRALIA
SHROPSHIRE

SARATOGA
B3S3X
BUHXBR HILL

PRINCETON
liJBE PENDENCE

PRINCE WILLIAM 
BRET 01 
ALTAEAHA 
COPAHEE

PHOENIX COLUMBIA -
NA SEVILLE CLEVELAMD
HOBART MOSTPBLLIER 

HONOLULU 
ST.LOUIS 
SAN 2 IBGO 
SANTA FE 
MOBILE 

j* BIRMINGHAM
*  DENTBR
*  IEAFDER

m m
. m •

EERON WRIC-HT •
SAN PABLO BALLARD
HALF MOON CHANDELEtJB

3 m

AHMEN AppPQx 40 10
ARtlKTA
BUSH
HELM
aroLLunr
RALPH TALBOT0
WARHAMUN3A
BAGL2Y
GowrmwM
BRAYTOK-
FLUSSPTi BACHE
LMk SON BEALE
MUGFORD DALY
REID HUTCH IMS
siaoi STUARTa c z n r VEilDETTA

BYUHO ) One 
HITAKA) possibly 

) damaged
UHYO )

m u m
suzttya

HAGURG 
MY GKO 
TO IS 
CHOKAI 
TIKOMA

* HOGAMI

HAICA ) Two 
ISUZU ) poss. 
EAGARA ) sank 

frfosiiiao 
OY0D0

*  AGANO

KATORI
l»2 (1 damaged)

x JOTORO

25»30 (some 
repairing)

- 1



' Soxit hwo a t "Pa e 1 i’ i c 
(Eastern Section} South Pacific

as

«

a pa/apd/aica

BALAO } 
CERO ) 
GA TO ) 
PiSTO ) 
SCAMP ) 
ALBACGKE) 
(JUAHDFI3H) 
BLACU'XSE) 
REDFI21 )

62

H.T.ALLEH
M A i\ 0 ORA
W2SBRALIA
KAJTCKBLA
ALGGRAB
GILMER
SAEDS
HUMPHREYS
BROOKS
KILTY
5TOA
CROSBY
BSBUT
3TROGHAM
WARD

On Patrol

Approx 80

10 APA 
9 APD
5 AKA

MOMflEECRET
30 J^rcember', 194S

BismaFoSi”
Solomons

Caro lines 
Blsiaarcka

15 25

AGO

AS

BLUE RIDGE

FOEEOH
0‘I*¥S 
OR I OH

AD

AH

DOBBIN

RIGBL
PLATYPUS

AXKCriAro (M.E.Area Only)

• ghfcera (iacl.16 twl n-eng) 
fht & l/Bomber 3 

SE/Bozabers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport & Obsn. a/c

PR0METHKB3

■202
145
37
2

60
12

2* NORTHERN PACIFIC

A L L 3 D  F O R C E S StfBKY FOR C ES

C L D E T R O IT ABURTJMA

r a l e i g h TMiA

RlCSBiiiOHD

Av/cvs AKiTStfSHIM A

D D 2 2 5

«
1 0

m
A o p r o x  4 

1

•» S2 «»



 ̂ if m •
5, CENTRAL

® O S T  SECRET
30 JRecenatoer, 19425.

PACIFIC - EMPIRE
ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

BB

• r

INDIANA
WORTH GAROLIM 
WEST VIRGINIA 
COLORADO 
MARYLAND 
TENNESSEE
Mi s s i s s i p p i
HEW MEXICO 
IDAHO
CALIFORNIA
PENNSYLVANIA 

*  OKLAHOMA

ISE
XAMASHIRO
FUSO

x HYUGA (Being modernised)

CV ENTERPRISE 

TORKTOWN 
' LEXINGTON

SHOKAKU
ZU-IMKU

g a , G Of? PENS 
BELLEAli 3J0QD 
MONTEREY

*  SAYATA&A 
ZL'THO

CV (T ) ~ HOSilO

CV (E) 3TWA m m  
SANGAMON 
CHENANGO 
BARUBS 
CORAL SEA 
CORKEGrDOR 
LONG I SLA I'll) 
Mission BAY 
NASSAU

Jf OTAiCA 
GHITOSE

CA

•
..j.

BALTIMORE 
BOSTON 
CHESTER 
WICHITA 
NEW GRLEAN 3 
fENSACOLA 
MINNEAPOLIS 
INDIANAPOLIS 
SAN PRAHCI3CO 
SALT LAKE CITY 
PORTLAND 

*  LOUISVILLE

ATAGO 
it MACKI 
*  TAR AO 
3t MAYA

II m 6

CL OAKLAND
x mao 
x COKC ORD

TATSUTA
YAHAGI (on trials)

*  KISO 
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ol(t) 
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m
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?
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Approx 30 
2 (one repairing)

it Non-effective 
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RAY )
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BrHi - MOST SECRET

U.S. S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

D A I L Y  N A V A L  S U M M A R Y

Part I : Allied and Enemy Activity.

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 702 Date sx December, 1943

PARS I .

A. SOUTH WEST PACIFIC ABBA 

0-1. KQRTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12QQ/5I:

(1) "YMS.334" escorting "Y .13" departed Milne Bay GSOO/SO for Lae
ETA 2300/31*

(2) "YMS.71* escorting "FALIE" departed Milne Bay 0630/30 for Buna,
Lae and L&ngemak ETA Bona 1500/31.

(3) "ML .818* escorting "MOBILOn," departed Milne Bay 0900/30 for
Port Moresby wore due 0700/31*

(4) "LATROBE" (AMS) departed Thursday la, 0940/30 for Townsville 
; ETA 0700/2 Jan*

(5) "TASMAH" (AH) departed Brisbane 0400/28 for Milne Bay ETA p.in*
Dec*31.

(6) "BCJKDABERG" ”CASTLEMAIHE" escorting Convoy TN*200 ("PATRAS” "CORIO"
for Port Moresby, "FRANCIS G .m LA kDw wWEST TEXAS" for 
Milne say) sailed to RV off Fltsroy Is* at 1400/28* 
"BUHDAMRG" escorts Portion *B*to Milne Bay due 0900/31j 
"CASTLEMAIKE” escorting Portion *Af to Port Moresby due 

A  1000/31.
w  fff "KAPUNDA" (AMS) departed Milne Bay 1400/29 was due Grafton Passage

0400/31#
(8) "LITHGOW" escorting "HELGA MOLLER" departed Port Moresby 1430/29

ETA Calms 2030/31*
(9) "KATOOMBA” (AMS) departed Port Moresby 1803/29 was due Grafton

Passage 0600/31.
(10) "YP.291" departed Thursday Is . 12lo/29 due Port Moresby 1200/31.
(11) "CALEDONIAN SALVOR" (ARS) engaged in salvage operations on "MANGOLA"

on Corbett Reef*
(12) "BROOME" departed Calrfes 1400/30 to carry out a/ s  patrol off Grafton

Passage.
(13) "BOWEN" escorting &DENT" (APD) proceeding to vicinity Bustard Bead

ETA 1500/2 Jan. where "BOWEN" detaches and returns 
TowosvllEe*

(14) "MORESBY" departed Sydney 1130/27 for Townsville. "MORESBY* to proceed 
_  Cairns and later to Milne Bay.
9 1 5 }  "comu" escorting "DAVID HOfES" and "FREDERICK BILLINGS" departed

Caloundra 0800/30, to vicinity north of Lady Elliott Is* 
and return thence to Brisbane.

(16) "WHYALLA" "SC.735" escorting gonvoy QL.42 (2 MVs) departed Caloundra
2130/29 were due Bustard i»ad io59/31.

(17) "PC*1123" escorting "PRESIDENT GRANT" departed Caloundra 1700/30.
PC.1123 parts compsy 0900/31 and proceeds as necessary to 

Join Convoy LQ.42 at 0700/1 Jan. near Lady Elliott Is.

*• 1 «*



(18) "WARRNAMBOGL" "DELORAIBE" "ML.802" escorting Convoy 3P.96 (2 Mfs)
departed Sydney 0800/30 for Caloundra JiTA i&oo/l Jan.

(19) 9 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Barbour:

Finschhafen - Warships & Aux. - PC** 1124, 113® 3Cfs 650, 698
SC's 737, 747, 748, 749 YMS's 314, 315 

Merchant Vessels* "H.L.ABBOTT" "W.N.EYERS" JUAN 
CABRILLO" "AMY LCWEIi" "J.S.SAftGKNT"
"YAQUERO" "COMARA" "LORINNA" "MQA MO A" "JAHE 
KOOREHEAD* "MULCRA#

Lae - Warships & Aux. - YM3*s 315, 33S SC 'a 732, 745, 98E
PC.476 Y.19

Merchant Vessels* "A.PIEROS" "T.C0RWII1" "P. J.IRWIff* 
"BOTH" "F.OLDER* "D.D.FIELD^" *B.STUART"
"R.?.WARNER" "ANHUI"

Morobe - Warships & Aux. - "P0RTUSU3# (AGP)
Buna - Warships & Aux. - "BLUE RIDGE" (AGC) 3C ’a 637, 745

SC.746 YM3*a 51, 73 ML.431 "TRINITY"
V ic t o r ia " (a o ) "merkur" (a?) "stella "
^POLARIS" (AGS) "RESERVE" "CARTES HALL" (LSD) 

^  Merchant Vessels t "M.E.BRADT" *W.D.BURHHAM"
m  Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. - SC.734 "STELLA" (AOS)

Merchant Vessels* "ALAMO9 "S.K. BARLOW" "J.CARR0LL* 
"J.M.CLEMENTS" "M.DALY" "H.DODGE" "J.D.DCTY"
"P.HEWITT" "A.F.LINDBERGH" ^G.V.L. MEYER" 
aPEHNANT" "PONCE" "WM.PROUSE" " 3TAGEN"
"VAN HEUTSZ*

Kirlwina - Merchant Vessels* "MARGARET TMAITES"
Woodlark Is . - Warships & Aux. •  ML.424

Merchant Vessels* "G.H.FLA3DERS"
Goodenough Island - Warships & Aux. - SC.750

Merchant Vessels* "WM.BEAUMONT" "ISGIA TOR"
"7AN DERLIJN"

- Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA” "SHROPSHIRE" (CA)Milne Bay
1 /  "PHCENIX" "NASHVILLE" "BOISE" (CL) "HUTCHINS*

"DALY" "AMMEN" "BEALEr 'trgtf3£" "BAGHE* "MULLANY" 
"KUGFORD" "BAGLEY1* "LAMSON" "DRAYTON" 
"GONYNGHAM* "SMITH" "KAHAN" "SEAV1" "R1ID" 
,?PLUSSER" ^ARUNTA" "WARRAMUEFGA*3ALPH TALBOT" 
ttBELM" (DD) "SANDS* *HOA* "BROOES* "CROSBY" 
''KILTY" "STRINGHAM" PWARD" "GIIiiJER" "HUMPHREYS" 
(APD) "ARAFJT" "STAWSLL" "SHEPPARTON" (AMS) 
’’TULSA" (PG) SC»s 647, 648, 703, 736, 738, 742 
SC’s 743, 744, 981 YMS’s 11. 49, 50, 52, 53 
YES’S 70, 72, 336 YP's 233, 236, 291 
ML’s 425, 427, 423, 430, 801, 806, 816, 819 
PC’s 479, 1119, 1120, 1121, 1125, 1131 
25 LST»s 12 APC *s 29 PT'e "RIGEL" (AR) 
"DOBBIN" (AD) "OTUS" "PULTON" (AS}
"SPRINGDALE p " (YDG) “AiCfCUS" (AHL) "LOGEOCtf" 
(AG) "POLLUX" (AKS) "COUCAL" (ASR) "SAN 
PABLO" (AVP) "EURUMfiA" (AO) "WESTRALIA" (APA) 
"PING WO" "YUNNAN" (A3IS) "INTERMTICNAL" (AH) 
"MIZAR" (AP)

(Note* SPECIAL OPERATIONAL EWVKME2ITS OUT OP
—  BA? a a r & r o . )--- --------

Merchant Vessels* "ABIGAIL ADAMS*" J.ALJ3EN* "S.
BM3ERGER" *P.N.BLANDEST* "SIMON BOLIVAR"
"W.E,CHANGING" "COLORADO1' "CAPE ANNE" "CITY OP 
PHILADELPHIA" "CORIKTff" "DAVY CROCKETT"
"DAY STAR" "F.A.EILERS1* *ESSO BALBOA" "SFAMIN* 
"GANYMEDE" ”*N. EAPC-ODD" "j.H.LANE" "T .C .L Q ^" 
"J.LYKES" "MACARTEUR" "MACTAN" "MIDWEST 
PARMER* "D.EACLEAY" "MCRMACDALE" "JOHN MUIR" 
nHORAB" "PO^LO" "A.RAVALLI'^ "P.T.ROWE"
"a.J.3IHN0TT* "C .L .c iE H " "M.M.STEWART" "CHAS. 
P. STEINMETS" "W.L.3UBJETTE* "ABEL TASMAN*
"G.STIRLING* "TECUM3EH* "A.THOMAS" "WEST 
CACTUS" t,EN«N.WESTCOTT* "A.D.WHITE"

- 2 -



p
im

port Moresby

Thursday Island 

Cairns

- Warships & Aux. - YMS*s 8, 46, 47, 48 ML,426
BUMGrAREE” (CM)

Merchant Vessels* %T3LIAMA" ^J.ROSS" "LUCAS FAIR
CHILD”

- Warships & Aux. - "INVEREIL® (AMS)
Merchant Vessels: "ISLANDER"

- Warships & Aux. - "BALLARATn "GYMPIE" ’ttARREGO"

Townsville 
Gladstone 
Bri sbane

(1)
(2)

PIRIE" (AMS) PC,477 30,746 YP.280 
ML’s 803, 804, 805, 820 "PLATYPUS" (AH) 
EDML.1325

- War ships & Aux. - ffKALG00RLIBB "MILDURA" (AMS)
- Warships & Aux. - "AASE MAERSX” (AO)
- Warships & Aux. - "VENDETTA" (DD) "SWABJ” ’’TOWNSVILLE*

" (AMS) "SUSQtJEHMSA* "SETESLLAMY" (AO) 
"E.T.AILEN" "KANIMBLA’1 (APA) "HERON"
"HALF MOON" (AVP) "MANUNDA* (AH) ’’ALGORAB"
(AKA) MLrs 808, 809, 811, 821 YMS»s 9,10 
SC1s 731, 741 

(Repairing, Refitting) - * GLADSTONE" (AMS)

(c) Proposed Hoveaantsi

"VENDETTA* to RV with "C0PAHEE” (CV(E)) at 1700/31 in position 
S6°53*S 158°09*E and escort to Brisbane.

"STUART" to RV with "ETOLIN" in position 25045*S 158°51*E at 
0300/4 Jan. and escort to Milne Bay,

<113 ENEMY FORCES

Cl)

<*>

(3)

(4)

Treasury Is . Area - Dec.30, a submarine was reported 5 miles W. of 
Treasury Island,

Buin Base -
(a) Night Dec.23-29, a Ventura dropped tsro incendiaries 

on Snort land Island and a Liberator bomoed Kahili. 
1113/30, 13 unescorted Mitchells bombed Kahili, 
1445/30, 6 Mitchells bombed Korovo and Sherfcland Is .

(b 
(c

Kieta Area -
‘(a) Night Dec.26-29- . _  a Liberator hoaxed Kieta,

^ r e s s  Augusta Bay -To 1500/29, allied patrols reported no contact
wifshthe enemy to a depth of 2000 yards around the entire 
Cape Terkklsa perimeter, but allied troops contacted

v _  * £ ^ pafcP0^  at Cape MOltke (19 miles N.W. Cape Torokina).
a t  Kavleng - 2252/^9, 3 Catalinas bombed Kavleng, Two lights from 
w  probable ships in Balgai Bay were observed,
(6 ; Rabaul - 1150/30, incomplete reports indicate that 19 Liberators

with fighters escorting bombed Rabaulshlpping. At least 
50 fighters intercepted, four of which were definitely 

, v destroyed, coe probably. We lest no fighters.
(7) Bismarck Sea -

(a) Night 29-3G Dec., indications of three ships were 
received, caae 9 miles W.K.W. of ITDlli, soother 62 miles 
W.N.W. of Rabaul and the third 33 miles N .E. of Talasea. 
These might possibly be a destroyer or destroyers on 
transportation run from Rabaul to Garove Island or 
positions on the north Hew Britain coast,

(b) 0020/30, a hospital ship on course 120° was sighted 36 
miles N.W. of Rabaul, apparently heading, for Rabaul,

• The vessel was covered by one aircraft.
Wide Bay - 0120/30, an unidentified formation of aircraft was heard on 

a westerly ceurse N.W. of Wide Bay.
Montagu Barbour - Dec.29, 2 Eittyhawks strafed a barge N.E. of Montagu 

. Barboup and another at Cape Dampier.
Cape Hoskins - 1715/30, 2 saall ships on S .E . course were sighted 5 

miles N .H .E . of Cape Hoskins,
2125/29, one Catalina bombed the air atrip.
0213/30, indications of approximately 20 vessels were 
received by aircraft to the westward of Cape Neumayer 
(Rein Bay), These vessels are probably barges.

( U )  Gasmata - 
(!2 ) Rein Bay -

3 **



(13) Cape Gloucester -
(a) Dec.30 Cape Gloucester, Including the airfields, 

was captured, and completely occupied by noonday#
Our ground forces took the positions by assault 
after Intense air preparation*

(b) 0839-1026/23, farther report3 Indicate that the 
following aircraft participated in the attack in 
support of our ground for cess 54 Liberators,
52 Mitchells, 8 Marauders, which dropped 236 tons 
of bombs on Cape Gloucester aerodrome and caastal 
track areas Borgen Bay*

(c) 1028-1055/33. 22 Bostons bosibetf and strafed enemy 
troop concentrations In the Cape Gloucester area.

(14) Loren«aa Area - 1607/30, a large sea truck was unsuccessfully
attacked by aircraft 2 miles N.W. of Lorengau*

(15) Alexishafen-Kadang -
---  (a1)' <3915/30, 18 Liberators escorted by Thunderbolts

dropped 54 tons of bombb on anti-aircraft positions 
at Alexishafen airdrome. Approximately eight 
apparently serviceable aircraft were observed on 
Ho*2 strip*

|b) 0858-and 1215/29, 39 Mitchells bambed targets In the 
Madang area*

(c) 1130-1245/30, 7 Klttyhawks carried out a fighter 
sweep over Alexishafen*

(d) 1133/30, Fiifcchells with Air cobras escorting attacked 
targets in the Madang area.

(16) Huon Peninsula -
(aj~0940/29, 5 Liberators bombed Slo.
(b) Dsc.30, Eittyiiawks strafed four barges in Dorfer Bay

and £Lso sighted 4 or 5 barges at Sio*
(c) 08S0/30, 6 Mitchells bombed and strafed Hambariwa 

(4 miles S.E . by S* of Sio}.
(d) 0845/30, 6 t'ithhell s bombed and strafed Hambariwa*
(e) 1445-1545/30, 8 Thunderbolts strafed targets of 

opportunity from Sio to Bog&djim,
(f) Dec.29, an allied patrol advanced 1000 yards beyond 

Blucher Point encountering some opposition and 
capturing Japanese guns and ammunition. Large 
quantities of equipment and supplies were captured 
at Kanoal (2 miles S. of Blucher Point).

NORTH WESTERN SECTOR

^ (Aj ALLIED FORCES 
(ft) At Sea to 1200/31: - — ---—

(1) "FREMANTLE" escorting Convoy DT.40 ( '’DUHDULAn towing "GLORIA’5
(lugger ) flD±r,\jA!l /" "depar ted Port Darwin 1020/30 ETA 
Thursday lalmd  1300/3 Jan. “DXLOA" for Cape Melville 
ETA 1030/2 Jan.

(2) ”C00TAMUBDRA1 escorting Convoy TD.40 (HALAGNA" '’ADMIRAL CEASE"
11 SC-KtfEDAGON” ) departed fhursday Is . 1500/28 for Darwin 
ETA 165o/2 Jan.

(3) 9 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour 1

Darwin - Warships & Aux, - ML*s 4#9, 814, 815
Merchant Vessels: bC00LEBARm

(ii) EHEMY FORCES

(1) Dutch New Guinea -
(a) 7>ec.2S-30, numerous indications of unidentified aircraft 

were received in the Cape Valsch area.
(b) 1150/29, photos repeal the following shipping at 

/  B2anakwaris
3 fairly large sea trucks (one carrying barges)
4 small sea trucks

Appro xIer tely 60 barges are shown In Dore Bay.



(1) Dutch Hew Guinea (Contd) - 
(Id) Contd.

This is the largest concentration of barges yet 
reported in this area and indicates the increased 
importance of Manokwari as a base for developing and
supplying enemy positions along the N.W. Coast of 
Hew Guinsa. Photos also reveal building and clearing

(2) activity at the southern end of the tom .
Timor - Dec*30, Beauflghters strafed and damaged two praus iO 

miles S . of Lautem. Japanese were observed to dive 
overboard.

3, SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIES FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/31i

(1) ,fYP.288" departed Fremantle 1325/23 for Exmomth Gulf.
(2:) "HORSHAM" escorting "COLINA" departed Geraldton 1445/27 ETA Onslow 

1300/29. On return escorting "OSDINA8 Exmeuth to 
Fremantle.

(b) la Harbour i

Fremantle - Warships & Aux, - "ADELAIDE” "TRO&P" (CL) "VAN
GALEI" "TJERK HIDDES” (DD) "DTJBBO" (AMS)
"FRE3T0F" (AVJ0) "CHABTIGLEBi” (ASR) nATREUS" (CM) 
fSSItPOGHWILL” (AM) n PEL IAS” (AS) "ISABEL" (FT)

SC ,739 YP.286
Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux# - "LARK” {Al!) "DEILDS" (AV)

4 . EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FQKCBS

(a) At Sea go 12oo/si:

(1) ”WILCANNIA" "ABRAHAM CRIJBSSBSr" comprising Convoy PG. 95 (no consorts)

•  departed Brisbane 1207/29, ETA Sydney'tV'oo/ST,
departed Brisbane 1100/28 for Fremantle ETA 1630/5 Jan.

(3) ‘ PATROLLER" (CV(E)) departed Port Phillip 1230/28 for Fremantle.

(b) In Harbour t

Sydney - Warships Aux. - "TALBOT" (APD) " STUART” "WALLER"
(DD) "BUNBURY" "COLAC" "ECBUGA” "GEELOKG" 
GL3I3LG" "GOULBURN" "ROCKEAMPTGS" "(AMS) 

"HAirOO'tU" (APA) "HILO" (PG) "KYB?A" “DCOMBA" 
IAIDRA" (A/S Vessels) "GOLDSTAR" (AG)

4 , !'CALAMARES" (AF) ML.802, 307, 817, 822, 823
(Repairing, Refitting) - "HOBART" (CL)

Melbourne - far ships & Aux. - "WAGGA" "BEHDIGO* (AMS)
Weaternport - Warships & Aux. - "BINGERA" {A/S Vessel)

SOUTH PACTFTfl ARK A

SBEMY FORCES *

Florida Is . Area - 0330/30, possibly submarine contact was reported 
oy an a lxiec vessel one mile S.E* of Songonangola Island 
(S* of STula^i, .

5



•  •

HA7AL IHCIDKITTS

Merauke Area - 1020/23, further reports reveal that 
rr3j£A2D3R* was attacked by one enemy bomber 
60 miles 3, of Mor&uke. Four 500 lb. bombs were 
dropped from 6000-10000 feet missing the vessel 
by 50-150 yards. No damage was caused to the ship or 
her complement, which engaged the aircraft with A/A 
for 40 minutes with no apparent result.

EHEMY'S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Consolidation of defences Marshalls, Carolines, Bismarcks, North
coast Mew Guinea, East Indies, *%layan areas,

(2) Constant effort to M aintain  maximum air and naval strength in
general Carolines, Marshalls, Bismarcks, Hew Guinea 
areas to off-set allied forward moves.

(3) Use of barges, submarines and destroyers for night transportation
runs to forwar d areas.

(4) Continued use of submarines for reconnaissance and offers ive
patrol duties in allied operational areas in Pacific 
and Indian Oceans.

—-oGo--
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ALLIED

DAILY NAVAL STJMARY
------------------------~ ? 7 ~ ^ ~ T r — _

ALLIED & ENi&Y OR^SR OP BATTLE
1. SC'D TK &

•’CFtCES
ECUTE Vs.-. ST AGIFIC"

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

cember, 1945.

E im iY  FORCES

South Pacific
Bismarcks
Solomon s

WASHINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
ALABAMA

Carolines
Marshalls

YAJwATO
MUSASHI
KONGO
HARUNA
NAGAT0
MUTSU

C'7 SARATOGA
ESSEX
BUNKER HILL

CV(L) 

CV (E)

PRINCETON
INDEPENDENCE

PRINCE OTLIAM 
BRETON 
ALTANA HA
G OPAFiBE

TAIHG
RYUHG ) En route 
HITAKA)_ Empire

( ’* HI taka tt 
UNYO (possibly 

(damaged

CA AUSTRALIA
SHROPSHIRE

KUMANO
SU2UYA
HAGUE0 
MYOKO 
TONE 
CHOKAI 
TIKUMA 

x MOGAMI

CL

CL(T)
I2TT
I$7cvs

XAV/XCVS
DD

PHOENIX C0LUM2& . 1IA KA .
NASHVILLE CLEVELAND }* ISUZU
HOBART MONTPELLIER NAGARA
BOISE HONOLULU KOSHIRO

ST.LOUIS OYCDO
SAN DIEGO X AGANO
SANTA PE
MOBILE

*  BIRMINGHAM
*  DENVER
J* L HANDER •

- . _ KATORI
- • m 1-2 (1 damaged)

HERON WRIGHT m X MOTORC
SAN PABLO BALLARD
FALP MOON CHANDELEUR -

- 3 m 3
AlffMEK Approx 40 10 25-30 (some
A RDM1 A repairing)
BUSH
HELM
JULLANY
rtALPH TALBOT
&ARRAMUNGA
BAGLEY
CONYNGBAii
DRAYTON

PLUSSRR BACHE
LAMSON BEALE
MUGFORD DALY
REID HUTCHINS
SHAW STUART-
SMITH ‘/SKDiiTTA k Non-effective

- 1 -



HjX)ST SECRET
31 December, 1943

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South. Pacific

"BTsmlFcks"
Solomons

Carolines
Marshalls

©O

*

PT

apa/a fb / m a

AOC

AS

AD

)BALAO
C3E0
GATO
PE TO 
SCAMP
ALBA CORF. } 
G1ARDF1SH } 
BLACKFISH ) 
RSDFIN )

62

HVP.AXLEIi'
EAKCORA
WESTHALIA
KA HliiELA
ALGORAB
GILMER
SAIDS
OTPffiiSYS
BROOKS
KILTY
KOA
CS OSBY 
DEM’
STRI&G-BAM
W*KD

BLUE R IDGE

FULTON 
OTUS 
OKI OS

DOBBIN

)

) 01 Patrol

Approx 80

10 APA 
9 APD
5 AKA

25

AR RIGEL
PLATYPUS

EC RAFT ( iff,E.Area Only) 
’Fighters" (in cl. 16 twin •eng) 
Light & M/Bombers 
SB/Bomber s 
Flying, Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport & Obsr. A/C

PROMETREUS

189
142

222
50-
12

2. NORTHERN PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES

CL

JVS
JU
ss
IS

DETROIT
RALEIGH
RICEMOND

22
10

ENEMY FORCES

ABUKUMA
TAMA

AKITSUSHIMA 
5

A opr ox 4 
1
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3. CENTRA! PACIFIC

•

MOST SECRET 
31 December„ 1945.

- EMPIRE
ALLIEE FORCES ENEMY FORCES

BB 

•  .

'f

INDIANA
NORTH GAROLIM 
•«EST VIRGINIA 
COLORADO 
MARYLAND 
TENNESSEE 
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
IDAHO
CAL IFGfiNIA 
mmSXLYAE 1A 

x OKLAHOMA

ISE
YAMA3HIR0
PUSO

x BYUGO (being modernised)

SI ENTERPRISE
YDRXTOWN
LEXINGTON

3H0XAKU
ZUIIAKD

CV (I,) 

# “

CONFESS 

JB3LLEAU MOW) 
MONTEREY ■

* HAY ATAKA 
ZulHO

CV(T) - HOSHO

OV(E) SUWANNEE 
SANGAMON 
CHENANGO 
BARNES 
CORAL SEA 
COHBBGIDOR 
LONG ISLAT'D 
MISSION BAY 
NASSAU

* OTAKA
<3 HIT 0 SB

CA

•

BALTIMORE 
BOSTON 
CHESTER 
WICHITA 
MEW ORLEANS 
PJ» SAC OLA
ftxnrsAPGbxs

' INDIANAPOLIS
SAN PKAi’CIGOO 
SALT LAKE CITY 
PORTLAND 

k LOUISVn.1 F

ATAGO 
if NAG HI
* TAKAO
* MAYA

OCA - 6

CL

»

OAKLAND 
* RENO 
35 CCS CORD

i ATStfTA
' YAHAGI (on trials) i

*  KISO
*  YTJBARI

c l Ct ) « • KASIII'MA 
KASHII

J t
AV/CVS
xiv/xcvs 
W  

' S3

23

PCCOMOKl

Approx 35 
Approx 50

?

w Non-effective

6-7
CHIYODA

2
Approx 30 
Approx 50 
2 (one repairing)

- 3 -



4. SOUTH IASTERK PACIFIC

MO SS. SECRET
Sl^Pbceintoep, 1943.

CL

DP

TRENTON

2

5, 3ASI INDIES 

jo a threat " Pac'il'i c

INDIAN OCEAI

( estern Section)

BE

CV(E)

CA

CL

XCL

A'/ / C V 3 

XAV/XCVG

ss

A3

PATROLLER

ADELAIDE
TROMP

CHILDS
W.B. PRESTON

VAN GALEN 
TJERK FIBRES

Eastern Fleet *iraa 

RAM ILLIES

BATTLER

SUFFOLK
SUSSEX
HAffEXNS
FROBISHER

KENYA
NEWCASTLE
MANCHESTER
CEYLON
DAME
EMERALD

chmcm
CHITRAL
CARTHAGE

ALBATROSS

Approx. 27

BL OFFISH* /

CABRILLA.^ 
HADDOv^ / 
KINOFISflv
F QKPO^/ 
PUFFER'// 
RASHER y  
RATON'/
RAY tX

K* 12
EILL-?-loHy /  
BONBPISH'/
bowfinJ
CODv^ . 
NARWHAL  ̂ /
GREVALLE 
TlfJOSAl/

FELLAS

/

*>

On Patrol

At Fremantle

AIRCRAFT (N.'A’.Aren Only) 
jFTgHt'ers (incl.27 twin-eng) 
Light & M/Bombers 
SE/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport & Obsn. A/C

163
55
16
12
54
39

Fast Indies-Phlllppines

ASH1GARA 
AO BA

KUMA
01
KITAGAMI 
KIMU 
NATORI

KAMOI

1
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