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' DAILV APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

^ 1st March,1943
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SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /l :

(1) "BENDIGO" escorting "BONTEKQE" departed Milne Bay 1400/28
for Oro Bay ETA 1800/1*

(2) "BROOME" escorting "VIRGINIAN” departed Port Moresby 1717/27
for Townsville ETA 2000/1*

(3) "BOWEN" escorting "KURUMBA" departed Port Moresby 1917/27
ETA "BOWEN" Cairns 1130/2, "KURUMBA" Townsville 
2200/2,

(4) "ECHUCA" escorting Convoy NT4 ("MANGOLA" ”ADMIRAL CHASE" for
Cairns, "BOTH" for Townsville) was to depart Port 
Moresby 0700/l ETA Cairns 1900/3, Townsville 1200/4.

(5) "KALGOORLIE" departed Thursday Island 0730/28 for Maryborough
ETA 0830/5. . .

(6) "SWAH" departed Milne Bay 0652/28 for Townsville ETA 0600/2.
(7) "SC*744" departed Cairns 1035/27 for Brisbane for repairs ETA

1200/3. „ M
18) "GEELONG” escorting Convoy TS17 ("HENRY DEARBORN” "DAVID

BUSHHELL" "CLEVELAND..ABBE" "BISHOPDALE” ) was due
Brisbane 1000/l.

(9) "ARUNTA" escorting Convoy. TN43 ("DUNTROON" "CHARON") departed 
Townsville 1912/i# for Port Moresby ETA 1700/1.

(10) "WARRAMUNGA" "KAPUNDA" escorting Convoy TN42 ("WILLIS VAN
DEVENTER" "JASON LEE" ^S.JACOB" "fOCHOW") to Port 
Moresby ETA 1700/l.

(11) YP*s 233, 236, 291 en route Noumea to Brisbane were due 1000/1*
(12) "PATTERSON" departed Brisbane 1712/28 to RV with and escort 

"JAMES 0 111ARA" to Brisbane ETA 1700/l.
(13 © submarines on patrot* 

0>) In Harbour: (

(14) "MUGFORD" dep. Brisbane 1818/28 to RV 
with & escort "FRED • FUN STAN" to 
Brisbane ETA 060o/2.________________ ____

Oro Bay - War3hlpi~lT Aux. - "ni -AlXA uW *
Merchant Vessels? "KARSIK"

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "GLENELG" "WHYALLA" "HILO"
16 PT»s

Merchant Vessels: "MASAYA" "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD"
"YARRA" "BAN HONG LIONG" "PAINE WINGATE"
"VAN HEEMSKERK"

Small Craft - Approx 50 
Port Moresby - Small Craft - Approx 20 
Cairns - Warships & Aux. - "LATROBE" "PIRIE" "TULSA"

"PLATYPUS" 11 PT’ s (2 refitting) 
Challenger Bay- Warships So Aux. - "HOBART" "SELFRIDGE" "RALPH

TALBOT" "MERKUR" "VICTORIA" 
Townsville - Warships & Aux. - "VENDETTA" "KATOOMBA" "AASE MAERSK

"YUNNAN" (A .S .I .S )
Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "PHOENIX" "FULTON" "GOULBURN"

"GYMPIE" SC.746 SC.748 "POYANG” (A .S .I .S .)
YMS.9 YMS.49 YMS.50 "MANUNDA" (Hospital Ship) 

(Repairing) "LITHGOW"

(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) "MUSTIN" "HUGHES" to depart Noumea approx 1300/1 for Sycfcey 
ETA daylight 4/3*



( i i )  ENEMY FORCES

( I V  Russell Is* - Two unidentified aircraft were seen over Russell 
A  Is . 0760/23.

(2) Hew O-eorffia. - An enemy observation post was reported 27/2 at
Viru Harbour (centre SW coast New Georgia Is * ) . 4 barges 
were seen off-shore in Viru Harbour 27 /2 .

Vila Plantation area was attacked 0745/28 by 15 dive 
bombers escorted by 16 fighters: this was an alternative 
target to the transport in convoy sighted and struck p.m.
27/2*

Ifunda airfield was bombed by a Hudson early a.m. 28 /2 .
(3) Shortlanda - Shipping at Buin was attacked early a.m. 2B/2 by

torpedo bombers (see Eaval Incidents). Kahili and Ballale 
aerodromes were bombed In a co-ordinated attack by 7 Liberators. 
Two reconnaissances a.m. 28/2 both reported 5 cargo vessels 
in the Buin - Faisi area.

(4) Buka - The existence of radar on Buka Is confirmed by Comsoupac*
Native sources report 28/2 that 5 tanks or tractors, 

lorries and other gear were moving from Buka Passage apparently 
southwards possibly to Numa Numa or Kieta. It is further 
reported that new troops are arriving at B u k a  Passage.

(5) Solomons-Aircraft - Simultaneous photographs 27/2  show the
following:-

Munda - 5 fighters, 3 bombers
Kahili - 60 fighters, 5 bombers
Buka - 15 fighters
Vila - Nil.

(6) Gasmata - Photographs 28/2 show continued constructional work
"bn'cTTspersal areas and blast bays. The visual report stated 

that the runway appeared serviceable.
(7) Gape Gloucester - Photographs 28/2 reveal doubtful serviceability

ot the runway, one dummy aircraft and one possibly serviceable 
fighter in blast pens.

(8) iflfewak - Photographs 28/2 show one destroyer,
one minelayer "SHIMUSIIU1* class 
one small vessel 
30 landing barges 

2 fighters and 5 bombers are visible on the aerodrome#
(9) Plnscfahafen - Photos 28/2 show the runway to be definitely

unserviceable.
(10) Salamaua - At approx 2230/28 a small unidentified vessel was

sIghied stationary approximately 38 miles east of Salamaua.
(11) Mubo Area - Patrol clashes are reported 25/2 in the Waipali area

resulting in 30 enemy killed while during 26-27/2 a further 24 
were killed In this area.

Our forward elements are now established in positions 
about a mile from Guadagasal.

(12) Milne Bay - 3 or 4 enemy bombers plus probably one Zero were
over Milne Bay at about 0430/28. Bombs were dropped wide of 
any target causing no damage or casualties.

(13) Goral Sea - Indications of enemy submarines 27/2:-
one 220 miles ENE Cairns
one 300 miles ENE Cairns ,

(14) Buna-Mambare Area - During the month ending 24/2 a total of bbO 
— Japawls'!e” were killed and.-73 taken prisoner in this area.

WORTH WESTERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /l :

(1) ” CASTLE MAINE” escorting Convoy TD12 (!>WAMAKAw "BURWAH")
departed Thursday Is. 1956/24 for Darwin, wa3 due 
1330/28.

(2) "WARREGO" escorting "KH0EN HOEA” was due Merauke a.m. 1 /3 .
(3) 4 submarines on patrol.

(to) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - ”INVERELLW "WILCANNIA"
Merchant Vessels: "ALAGNA” "BABINDA”



(11) EKE/ Y FORCES

(1) Merauke - One enemy floatplane dropped 2 bombs over Merauke 
A shortly before noon on 28/2. No damage or casualties are

reported*
(2) Timor - Penfoel aerodrome (Koepang) was attacked 0715/28 by

8 Beaufighters. Four bombers and 9 fighters were destroyed 
on the ground while 1 bomber and 3 fighters were considered 
damaged. In addition 10-13 bombers plus 13 fighters were 
seen on the aerodrome. Buildings were also strafed and one 
was left burning and two A.A. positions were silenced,

(3) Kai - Toeal was bombed and strafed by 5 Hudsons at 1000/28*
(4) Darwin - One or possibly two enemy aircraft were located over

i)arwln - Gaoe Fourcroy area between 1049 and 1115/28*

3. SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(b ) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "TR0MPh "VAN GALEN” "TRINITY"
"DUBBO" "GOLDSTAR" "PELIAS" "W .B. PRESTON" 
"ISABEL"

Exraouth Gulf - arships & Aux. - "LARK” "CHILDS" "WHIPPOORWILL"

4. EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(1) ALLIED forces

(a) At Sea to 1200/l:

(1) "MILDURA" "YANDRA" escorting Convoy PG36 departed Caloundra
0832/27 ETA Sydney 1 7 3 2 A . " ,

(2) "COLAC" escorting H.T.'KATOOiJBA" departed caloundra 2305/28
for Sydney ETA 1300/2.

(3) "STUART" escorting "BANTAM" was to depart Caloundra 0700/1
for Sydney. "BI8H0PDALE" to join convoy at outer 
end Brisbane swept channel,

(4) "ABRAHAM CRYNSBEN" "ROCKHAMPTON" escorting Convoy C075.
(5) "BUNDABERG" "TOWNSVILLE" escorting Convoy 0C74 Tor Port

Kembla, Sydney and Newcastle,
(6) "AUSTRALIA" "HELM” "HENLEY" "BAGLEY" were to depart Sydney

looo/l. At 1300/2 when in vicinity Cape Moreton 
"HELM" "HENLEY" to be detached and proceed Melbourne. 
"AUSTRALIA" "BAGLEY" to anchor off Brisbane 1600/2.

(7) "WAGGA" escorting "SUMNER" was to depart Sydney 0900/28 for
Brisbane ETA 1700/2.

(b) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "VAN HEEMSKERK” "LE TRIOMPHANT"
"MORESBY" "3UNBURY" "DELORAINE" "BUNGAREE" YDG.2 

(Repairing) "NEW ORLEANS" "ALHENA"
(In Reserve) "MANOORA" "VESTRALIA"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TJERK HIDDES"
"WARRNAMBOOL" "SPRINGDALE" "D00MBA" " KYBRA"
" OTUS"

. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - BALLARD (AVD)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) NASHVILLE HONOLULU HELENA

ST.LOUIS SAN DIEGO (CL) LAMSON MEADE LA VALETTE GRIDLEY
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CHEVALIER JENKINS TAYLOR STRONG FARENHOLT MORRIS 
ANDERSON RUSSELL ELLETT (DD) CURTISS MACKINAC TANGIER 

g WRIGHT (CVS) DIXIE (AD) FYRO (AE) VESTAL (Afl) BRESSE (DM)
ALCHIBA ALDEBARAN CARINA (AK) ARCTIC (AF) GEORGE CLYMER(AP) 
NEOSHO WHIP8T0CK PATUXENT (AO) NAVAJO (AT) VIKEO 
SKYLARK (AM) YP.290 YP.516 YP.517 YP.518

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA NORTH CAROLINA (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN JUAN (CL) MURPHY SMITH READ DUNLAP BALCH FANNING 
AULICK CUMMINGS PERKINS (DD) MONTGOMERY (DM) PROMETHEUS(AR) 
ARGONNE (AS) LASSEN (AS) WHITNEY (AD) TALAMANCA (AP) NEVILLE 
MERCURY FOMALHAUT ALGORAB ARIDEI) CASTOR (AK) ATHENE (AVG) 
TRYON (APH) SONOMA (AT) SuAMICO CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT 
KINGFISHER (AM) ARD.2 YP.239 YMS.8 YMS.46 YMS.47 YMS.48

(4) At Suva - POCOMOKE (CVS) CATALPA ROSEWOOD (YN)
(5) At Nandi - MAHAN LANG (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN

WANDA NK (YT) MATA I iv'OA TUI (A/S Vessels) ORTOLAN (A8R) 
MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER 
(AG)

(7) At Vila - NEW MEXICO MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) SANGAMON
CHENANGO (ACV) GANSEVOORT FRAZIER AARON WARD EDWARDS (DD) 
TRACY (DM) JOHN PENN H.'T. ALLEN (AP) LIBRA (AK) THORNTON (A VD) 
LACKAWANNA NE3CHES (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER PC.476 PC.477 
PC.479 KITTYHAWK (APV)

(8) At Auckland - LEANDER (CL) EBONY (YN) ANTARES (AK) MOUNT VERNON(AP)
SOLACE (AH)

Refitting - ACHILLES (CL)
(9) At Wellington - GRAYSON (DD) SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES.JACKSON

PRES.ADAMS PRES.HAYES CRESCENT CITY (AP)
(10) At Papeete - CKEVREUIL (Sloop)

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

(i ) ALLIED FORCES 

"KANIMBLA" due Fremantle OGOO/c after escort duty.

I I .  NAVAL INCIDENTS

Buin - Shipping at Buin was attacked before dawn 28/2 by 8 
Avenger torpedo bombers co-ordinated with 9 Liberators 
which bombed Kahili and Ballale aerodrojnes and also 
dropped flares. Only one jSvenger located shipping and 
dropped 4 x 500-lb bombs from 5-7000 ft . on the largest 
cargo vessel which appeared to blow up.

The other aircraft dropped their bombs on Kahili
area.

m .  ENEJY*S PUPILS-; ffEKT I'.OVI-:

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W .P.A .
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea - S.W. cdast Dutch Nsw 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive against eastern New Guinea
area.

(3) Possible attempt to occupy Merauke#
(4) Increased offensive submarine activity.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .
G .F .Q ., S .W .P .A .



A P P E N D I X

DAILY APPHEGIA-IGK-PACIt-’IC ?: TlfDIAK OCEAN HAVAL ACTIVITY

A. SO ITT PI w A  PACIFIC AREA 

1. EASTERN SECTION

8W Cruisers 
6" Cmisers

Arned Merchant Cruisers 

Htenti»f>yi r a f (  till ^

Effective

(!) Allied Forces;

AUSTRALIA
HOBART
PHOENIX
ADELAIDE
VAN HEEMSKERK

ARUNTA 
WARRAM sjnga 

[LE THE GMFHANT 
SELFRIDGE 
HELM 
HENLEY 
PATTERSON 
RALPH TALBOT 
BA-XEY 
MUGFORD 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
TJSRK EIDDES

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

^Oilers

CATO 
ORCWLER 

GUARDFISH 
NAUTILUS 
TUBA 
ALBA GORE 
AMBERJACK 
GRAMPUS 
GRAY BiC K 
GREENLING 
GROUPER 
SNAPPER 
TRITON 
K.9
PULTON
DOBBIN
TULSA
HILO
AA3E ERSK 
BISHOPD/2.E 
KURUMBA 
VICTORIA

Non-effective

NEW ORLEANS

MAN 00 RA
vVESTRALIA

On Reserve

At Brisbane

On Patrol

At Sydney

(II) Enemy Forces: (Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force) 
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers) 
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet) 
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battleships (BB)

(1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted a / c Carrier (XCV)
2 Auxiliary A/c Carriers (ACV)

YAMATO
MU SASH I
MUTSU
NAGATO
ZUIKAKU
ZUIHO
UNYO OTAXA

1 -



6 heavy craisers (CA)

6 light cruisers (CL)

MOO-AM I (bel • sunk 14/11) 
MYOKO ) poss. sunk 
SU2JYA ) 13-14/11

ATAGO 
TAKAO
NAGHI 
hag m o  
KUMANO 
AO BA 
ISUZU 
SATORI 
KASHIMA 
KAGA ;iA
01
KITAGAMI

5-6 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
Approx 27 Submarines (SS)
Approx 40 Destroyers (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS) CHITOSE

AKITSuSHIMA
5-6 Converted s/p Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB*s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 378 shore-based aircraft incl. 178 F , 118 B, 22 f / b , 42 f/ p , 

18 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

WESTERS SECTION

(i) Allied Forcest

Flotilla Leader TRQMP
Armed Merchant Cruiser KM  IMBLA
Destroyers VAN GALEN
S/P Tenders HER OF

/v.B. PRESTON
CHILDS

Submarine Tender PELIAS
)Submarines TAM BOR

TAUTOG )
THRESHER )
GAR. . )
K.12 )
GRAYLING )
GRENADIER )
G UPOEON )
TROUT )

On Patrol

At Fremantle

3 ^  EAST IIllgES - PHILIPPINES

(i) Allied Forces:

4 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see above)

(ii) Enemy Forces:

C*s in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet
1 heavy cruiser (CA) A SHIGARA
3 light cruisers (CL) KASHII MTORI (damaged 21 / l )

KUMA
Approx 16 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)
1 seaplt ne Carrier (CVS) NOTORO
Approx 206 shore-based aircraft incl. 87 F, 76 B, 3 F/B, 24 P/P,

16 transport aircraft.
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B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

Battlesi&ps

Aircraft Carriers 

Atutiliary A/c Carriers

8 U Cruisers 

6" Cruisers

^ ^ 5 ” Cruisers 

Destroyers

C . CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

Converted a/C  Carrier 
Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8” Cruisers

(i) All lea forces;

INDIANA 
WASHINGTON 
NORTH CAROLINA 

MARYLAND \ 
COLORADO 
KBS? MEXICO 
ENTERPRISE 
SARATOGA 
CHENANGO 
SANGAMON 
SUWANNEE 
LOUIS VI LIE 
WICHITA 
HELENA 
HONOLULU 
ST.LOUIS 
BASEVILIE 
COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAHD 
MONTPELLIER 
DENVER 
LEADER 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN JUAN 
50 (approx)

affective

(i) Allied Forces:

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI*. 
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA 
LONG ISLAND 
NASSAJ 
ALTAIv! AHA 
C OPAHEE 
PORT LAE? D 
MINNEAPOLIS

Non-effective

\

ACHILLES

WEST VIRGINIA 
CAT IFORNIA 
TENNESSEE

S iLTLAKE CITY 
SfiN FRANCISCO 
PENSACOLA

(ii) Enemy Forces: (Saipan-Bonins-Formosa-Japai )

^fccinc 1st Fleet
6-7 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft carrier (CV)
2 Converted A/c Carii ers (XCV)

1 Auxiliary A/C Carrier (ACV)
3 Heavy Ciuisers (CA)

2 light cruters (CL)

•
1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (xa^ )
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

ISE 
FUSO 
YAMASHIR0 
HYBGA 
HARUNA 
KONGO

HA YATAKA
HI TAKA
CFOYO
TONE
TIKUKA
CHOKAI
AEUKUMA
SENDAI

NISSHIN
FAMOI

SHOK/KU

1-2 Concerted s/p Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers & Gunb-afcs (DD & PG)
App* ox 27 Submarines (SS)

.  3 »



MOST SECRET

DAILY AP PRBCI AT I ON - PAG II' IC £ INDIAN OCEAH MAVA ACTIVITY

2nd March,1943

I . DISPOSITIONS ALLIED &; EHKi,lY NAVAL FORCES
■ a— wmmmmmmmmmmmmmmMmmammmmm mm—  —  imm mmmtmmmmmm

A. SOUTH TOST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 1200/2;

(1) "WARRAMUNGA" escorting ‘’PAINE WINGATE" "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD**
"YARRA" departed Milne Bay 181l/l for Port Moresby 
ETA 0600/3 .

(2) "WHYALLA" departed Milne Bay 0946/1 for survey ground,
(3) "BO$EN" escorting ’’KURUMBA" departed Port Moresby 1917/27

ETA "BOWEN" Cairns 1130/2, "KURUMBA" Townsville 
2200/2 ,

£  (4) "ECHUCA" escorting Convoy NT4 ("MANGOLA" "ADMIRAL CHASE"
^  "BOTH") en"route from Port Moresby, After proceeding

through Grafton Passage "BOTH" to proceed Independently 
to Townsville. "ECHUCA" to escort "liANGOLA" "ADMIRAL 
CHASE" to Cairns.

(5) "KALGOORLIE" departed Thursday Island 0730/28 for Maryborough
ETA 0830/5,

(6) "SWAN" departed Milne Bay 0652/28 for Townsville was due 0600/2*
(7) "SC .744" departed Cairns 1035/27 for Brisbaie for repairs ETA

1200/3,
(8) "MUGFORD" escorting "FREDERICK FUNSTON" was due Brisbane

0600/2.
(9) "MUSTIN" "HUGHES" en route Noumea to Sy&iey ETA daylight 4/6 •

(10) 8 submarines on patrol,

(to) In Harbour:

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. - "BENDIGO"
Merchant Vessels : "acSdE&XK" "BONTEKOE"

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "GLENELG" "BALLARAT" "KAPUNDA"
"HILO" 16 PT*s 

Merchant Vessels: "MASAYA" "BAIT HONG LIONG"
"VAN HEEMSKERK" "KARSIK" "WILLIS VAN DEVENTER" 
"JASON LEE" "S.JACOB" "YOCHOW"

Small Craft - Approx 50 
Port Moresby - Worships & Aux. - "ARUNTA"

Merchant Vessels: "DUNTRON" "CHARON"
Snail Craft - Approx 20 

Cairns - Warships & Aux. - "LATROBE" "PIRIE" "TULSA”
"PLATYPUS" 11 PT»s (2 refitting) 

Challenger Bay- Warships & Aux. - "HOBART" "SELFRIDGE" "RALPH
TALtOT" "MERKUR" "VICTORIA" 

Townsville - Warships & Aux. - "VENDETTA" "KATOOMBA" "BR001>1E"
"AASE MAERSK" "YUNNAN" (A .S .I .S ) 

Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "PHOENIX" "PATTERSON" "FULTON"
"GOULBURN" "GEELONG" SC.746 SC.748 "POYANG" (AS3E 
YP.233 YP.236 YP.291 YMS.9 YMS.49 YMS.50 

"MANUMDA" (Hospital Ship) "JAMES O ’HARA" (AP) 
(Repairing) "LITHGOW" "0YMPIE"

(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) "VENDETTA" escorting Convoy TS18, "(KURUMBA11 "AASE MAERSK") to
depart Townsviile 0*700fo southbound. "GEELONG" escorting 
"TAROONA" to depart Brisbane p.m. 2/3 northbound. On 
meeting,"VENDETTA" to leave Convoy TS18 and escort 
"TAROONA" to Townsville. "GOULBURN" to escort Convoy TS18 
to Brisbane.



(ii)  ENEMY FORCE

►) Hew Georgia - A ground observer reports that at 0900/1 6 
rigntersand one bomber were circling over Munda.

At 1715/1 Munda airfield was attacked by 17 dive 
bombers escorted by 9 fighters.

(2) Shortlands - Before dawn l /3  Ballale and Kahili aerodrcsnes
were each bombed by 2 Liberators. Co-ordinated with these 
attacks, 10 torpedo bombers attacked the same targets as 
they were unable to locate shipping which was their priority 
target.

Reconnaissance a.m. l /3  reported 10 vessels in the 
Buin-Paisi area comprised of 3 destroyers and 7 cargo vessels.

(3) Kieta - Reconnaissance a.m. l /3  sighted a very large cargo
vessel apparently unloading into barges in the vicinity of 
Kieta.

(4) Solomons-Enemy Aircraft - Simultaneous photographs 28/2 show -
::;ukar...  ' - 2 fighters, 3 bombers
Kahili - 72 fighters, 4 bombers
Ballale - 8 fighters, 1 bomber
Paisi - 4 Zero floatplanes (Partial coverage)
Munda was not covered and photos show 14 dusmy aircraft 

at Buka in addition to those mentioned above.
Simultaneous photographs l /3  show - 
Buka - 5 fighters, 3 bombers
Kahili - 33 fighter3 , 3 bombers
Ballale - 6 fighters, 1 bomber
Paisi - 17 Zero floatplanes  ̂ 1 four-engine f/ b

Munda - 1 bomber (partial coverage only)
Vila - nil.

(5) Morth Coast Hew Britain - At 1600/l the following vessels were
r eported approx3mately 40 miles M  Ubili course 270° - 

6 destroyers
2 medium cargo vessels
6 small unidentified vessels (1500-2500 tons)

Three Zero*s were over the convoy. 4-§ hours later the same 
convoy was reported in a position approximately 25 miles S .$ . 
of the previous position after which contact was lost.

At 0825/2 presumably the same convoy totalling 14 
vessels including 3 cruisers and 4 destroyers was sighted 
25 miles NNE of Cape Gloucester, course 300°.

(6) Wev/ak - Photographs at noon l/o reveal -
1 minelayer (same as previously reported)
2 merchant vessels (400 tons each)

57 landing barges.
Supplies are visible piled on the wharf. The aerodrome was 
not visible.

(7) Mubo - Patrols report 28/2 that there are no Japanese in the 
— WSlpali - Guadagasal Saddle area nor on the ridge running

south to the Saddle. It appears that they have withdrawn
N.W. towards Mubo.

a.m. l /3  tracks in the Guadagasal Saddle - Mubo area 
and to Salamaua were bombed and s trafed by 3 Bostons.

(8) Morobe - A'patrol reports that four large enemy barges were
smashed in the Warla Rivor Mouth area p.m. 1 /3 ,

2. NORTH WESTEHN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/2t 

4 submarines on patrol,

(b) In Harbours

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "INYKRELL" "WILCANMIA" "CASi'LEMAUE
Merchant Vessels* "ALAC-MA" "CABINDA" "WAHAKA"

"BURtfJffi"



Merauke - Warships &  Aux. - "WARREGO"
Merchant Vessels s "KGOEN HOEA"

(ii) ENEKY FORGES

(1) Soemba - Reconnaissance p.m. l /3  sighted -
1 small destroyer 
1 merchant vessel (8-10,000 tons)
1 merchant ship (6-6,000 tons)

Bombgi&ere dropped but nil hits claimed.
(2) Darwin - The reoort^f a possible enemy aircraft over the

Cape Fourcroy area^nas now been discounted.

3 . SOUTH WSfri-EtiK AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) In Harbours

Premantle - Warships & Aux. - "TROMP" "VAN GALEN" ’’TRINITY"
"DUBBO” "GOLDSTAR" "PELIAS" 
"W.B.PRESTON" "ISABEL"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "LARK" "CHILDS" "WHIPPOORWILL"

(ii)  ENE2IY FORCES

A possible enemy submarine was located at 1625/1 approximately
20 miles W.N.W. Premantle.

4, EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/2 :

(1) "STUART" escorting "BANTAM" "BISHOFDALE" to Sydney.
(2) "COLA " escorting H.T."KAT00SpA" departed Caloundra 2305/28

for Sydney ETA 1300/2.
(3) "KYBRA" departed Melbourne 1559/1 for Sydney ETA 2300/4.
(4) "WARRNAMBOOL" escorting Convoy 0C75 departed Port Phillip

2333/1 to HV in Wilson’ s Promontory area wlth 
"ROCKHAMPTON" "ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN" escorting 
Convoy C075.

(5) "TOWNSVILLE".elcbrTfns Convoy 0C74 was due Newcastle.
(6) "AUSTRALIA" "HELM" "HEN'LEY" "SAgLJBT" departed Sydney 1039/1.

At 1300/2 when In vicinity Cape Moreton "HELM"
"HENLEY" to be detached and proceed Melbourne.
"AUSTRJLIA" "BAGLEY" to anchor off Brisbane 1600/2 .

(7) "WAGGA” escorting "SUMNER" en route Sydney to Brisbane
ETA 17 00/2.

(b) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "VAN HEEMSKERK" "LE TRIOMPMkNT"
"SHEPPARTON" "MILDURA" "YANDRA" "BUMDABERG" 
"MORESBY" "BUNBURY" "DELORAINE" "BUNGAREE" 
YDG.2

(Repairing) "NEW ORLEANS" "ALIIENA"
(Ir, Reserve) "MAN OOiiA " "WESTRALI A"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TJERK HIDDES"
"SmiNGDALE" "DOOMBA" "OTUS"

(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) "YANDRA" to sail for Newcastle as convenient to pick up
Convey C076 off Nobby»s Head at 0700/3. "BENDBERG"
W  sa 11 from Sydney 14 00/3 with Sydney section to 
join main convoy#

(2) "MILDURA" "TOWNSVILLE" escorting Convoy GP37 to depart Sidney
1000/3.

- 3 -



(1) At Vanikoro - BALLARD (AVD)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CY) NASEVILLE HONOLULU HELENA

ST.LOUIS 3AH i/IEG-0 (CL) LAMSON SMITH MEADE LA VALETTE 
GKIDIEY CHEVALIER JENKINS TAILOR STHONG FARENHOLT 
MORRIS ANDERSON RUSSELL ELLETT (DD) CURTISS MACKINAC 
TANGIER WRIGHT (CVS) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) 
uREESE (DM) ALCKIBA ALDEBAEAN CARINA (AK) ARCTIC (AP) 
GEORGE GLYMER (AP) NEOSHO WHIPSTOCK PATUXENT (i!d 
NAVAJO (AT) VIREO SKYLARK (AM) YP.290 YP.516 YP.517 
YP.518

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA NORTH CAROLINA (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN JUAN (CL) MURPHY READ DUNIAP BALCH PANNING CUMMINGS 
PERKINS (DD) MOKTGCfeiEctY (DM) PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AS) 
LASSEN (AE) WHITNEY (AD) TALAMANCA (AP) NEVILLE MERCURY 
POIiALHAUT ALGORAB ARIDED CASTOR (AK) TRYON (APH)
SONOMA (AT) SUAil ICO CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT KINGFISHER (AM) 
ARD.2 YP.239 YMS.S YMS.46 YMS,47 YfcS.48

(4) At Suva - POCOIfiOKE (CVS) CATALPA ROSEWOOD (YN)
(5) At Nandi - MAIIAN LANG (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK (AM ) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN)

WANDA UK (YT) MATAI MOA TUI (A/S Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) 
MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKIKE PHELPS (AO) STRATFOliD (AP)
PATHFINDER (AG)

(7) At Vila - NEW MEXICO MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) SANGAMON
CHENANGO (ACV) GANSEVOORT FRAZIER AARON WARD ED *ARDS (DD) 
TRACY (DM) JOHN PENN H.T. ALLEN (AP) LIBRA (AK) THORNTON (AVD) 
LACKAWANNA NESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROMER PC.476 PC.477 
PC.479 KITTYHAWK (AW )

(8) At Auckland - LEANDER (CL) EBONY (YN) ANT A RES (AK) MOUNT VERNON (AP)
SOLACE (AH) '

Refitting - ACHILLES (CL)
(9) At Wellington - GRAYSON (DD) SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES.JACKSON

PRES.ADAMS PRES.HAYES CRESCENT CITY (AP)
(10) At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (Sloop)

B. SOUTH PACIFIC A HE A

W  (I) ML IED FORCES

. INDIAN OCEAN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES 

WKANIMBLAW due Fremantle 0600/6 after escort duty.

I I . ^ V A L aBaINCIDENTS

N I L .

I l l ,  EinmY's puQBACLia next movi

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W ,P.A
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea - S.W, coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Tlmor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive against eastern New Guinea
area.

(3) Possible attempt to occupy Merauke,
(4) Increased offensive submarine activi

Fo]\>DI REUTUfTC .O .I .C .
" t ; : : , " s . ^ . k a ,
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A P P E N D I X

DAILY APPi:<ECIATIOH-Pi-C Ii IC & INDIAN OCEAN MVAL ACTIVITY 

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

EffectiveEASTERN SECTION

8 tt Cruisers 
6 ” Cruisers

( I ) Allied Forcesi

AUSTRALIA
HOBART
PHOENIX
ADELAIDE
VAN HEEM SKIRK

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Destroyers

Submarines

Submarine Tmder 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Oilers

Non-effective

NEW ORLEANS

MAN OCR A ) Rege-_e 
WESTRALIA ) 011 Reserve

At Brisbane

ARUNTA 
VvlARRAKUNGA 
LE TRIGMPHANT

_SELFRIDGE
HELM 
HENLEY 
PATTERSON 
RALPH TALBOT 
BAGL2Y 
MUGFORD 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
TJERK HIDGES 
GATO 
GRO /̂LER 
GUARDFISH 
NAUTILUS 
TUNA
ALBACORE 
AMBERJACK 
GRAMPUS 
GRAYBACK 
GREENLING 
GROUPER 
SNAPPER 
TRITON 
K. 9 At Sydney
FULTON 
EO BBIN 
TULSA 
IIILO
AASE MAERSK 
BISHOPDALE 
KURUMBA 
VICTORIA

On Patrol

( i i ) Enemy Forces; (Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Fcrce)
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battleships (EB) YAiiAT0

MUSASHI 
MUTSU 
K A GATO

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV) OTKAKU
1 Converted a / c Carrier (XCV) ZITIHO
2 Auxiliary a/ c Carriers (ACV) UNTO OTAKA

- 1 -



6 heavy cruisers (CA)

6 light cruisers (CL)

5-6 Arroed Merchant Cruisers 
Approx 27 Submarines (SS) 
Approx 40 Destroyers (DD)
2 Seaplane Carrl ers (CVS)

ATAGO 
TAKA 0
NACHI
HAGURO
KUMANO
AOBA
isijzu

©TORI
KASHIMA
NAGARA
01
KITAGAMI 

(XCL )

MOGAMI (bel.sunk 14 /ll) 
MYOKO ) poss. sunk 
SUZUYA) 13-14/11

c h it  os;
AKITSUSKIMA

(XCVS)5-6 Corner ted V ?  Tenders 
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Shijs (over 3,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub»Chasers, MTB*s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 377 shore-based aircraft incl. 177 P, 118 B, 22 f / b , 4 2 F/P, 

18 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

WESTERN SECTION

(i) Allied Forces;

Flotilla Leader TROMP
Armed Merchant Cruiser KM  IMBIA
Destroyers VAN GALEN
s/P Tenders HURON

;. B. PRESTON
CHILDS

Submarine Tender P3LIAS
Submarines TAMBOR

TATJTOG
THRESHER
GAR

)K.12
GRAYLING )
GRENADIER )
GUDGEON )
TROUT’ )

On Patrol

At Fremantle

EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

(i) Allied Forces;

4 submarines on patrol stations In China Sea or RKI area (see above)

(Ii) Energy Forces;

C*s in C 1st, aid and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary 2*1 eet
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASHIGAKA .
3 light cruisers (CL) KASHI I  NATOS! (damaged 21 /1 )

KXJMA
Approx 16 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (CVS) N0T0R0
Approx 213 shore-based aircraft incl. 98 F, 72 B, 3 F/B, 4 F /P ,

16 transport aircraft.



B. SOUTH PACIFIC A REA Effective Non-effective

Battle ships

Aircraft Card, era 

Auxiliary A/c Carriers

8” Cruisers 

6 ” Cruisers

5” Cruisers 

Destroyers

( i ) Allied Forces;

INDIANA
WASTINGTON
NORTH CAROLINA
MiR YLAND
COLOR® 0
NEW MEXICO
ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA
CHENANGO
SANO«f ON
SUWANNEE
LOUISVILEE
WICHITA
HELENA
HONOLULU
ST .LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
LEANDER
SAff IEGO
SAN JUAN
50 (approx)

ACHILLES

C. CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA

Battleship3

Converted a / c Carri. er 
Auxiliary A/ C Carriers

8M Cruisers

(i) Allied Forces;

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA 
LONG ISLAND 
NASSAU 
ALT AT'AKA 
COPAHEE 
PORTLAND 
MINNEAPOLIS

WEST VIRGINIA 
CJL IFORNIA 
TENNESSEE

SALT LAKE CITY 
SAN FRANCISCO 
PENSACOLA

CinC 1st Fleet
6-7 Battleships (BB)

(ii) Enemy Forces; (Saipan-Bonins-Formosa-Japan)

ISE 
FUSO 
YAMASHIRO 
HTEJGA 
IIARUNA 
KONGO

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted A/C Carriers (X W ) UAYATAKA

SEOKAKU

ill TAKA
1 Auxiliary A/c Carrier (ACV) CHUYO
3 Heavy Cruisers (CA) TCHE

TIKUMA
CHDKAI

2 light cruisers (CL) ABUKUMA
SENDAI

1 Armed Msrchari t Cruiser (XCL)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS) NISSHIN

KM. : 01
1-2 Converted s/ p Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old Armoured Ciu isers (OCA)
Approx 30 -uestryers & Gunbosbs (®D & PG) 
Approx27 Submarines (SS)
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D« NORTHERN PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

8” Cruiser 
6 ” Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

CinC 5th Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL)

(I) Allied Forces;

INDIANAPOLIS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

(ii)  Enemy Forces; (N.Honshu-Kuriles-Aleutians)

TAMA 
KISO

2-3 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL) 
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)

E. SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

6 M Cruisers

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 ” Cruisers

7*5” Cruisers

6” Cruisers

Armed Merchai t Cruis ers

A .A * Ship 
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

(I) Allied Forces;

CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

(!) Allied Forces;

WAR SPITE 
RESOLUTION

*  RAM ILL IBS 
REVENGE

*  ROYAL SOVEREIGN
*  ILLUSTHT OTIS 

ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE

*  GEORGIOS AVEROFF (Greek) 
HAV& INS
FROBISHER 
MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA 
BIRMINGHAM 
E NTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
ARETHUSA 
DAUNTLESS

*  DRAGON 
CAPETOWN

*  CALEDON 
at SUMATRA (Dutch)

ALAiJNIA 
CARTHAGE 

» CORFU 
CHITR/L 
RM PURA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

*  CAFL ISIS

x G LA SGOvV 
*  EMERALD 
x DANAE 

DURBAN 
CERES 
CAHADOC

*  Notes No recent intelligence. Present
location uncertain.

4±±i

(ii) Enemy Forces:

Approx 3 Submarines



MOST SECRET

DAILY APPRECIATIOB-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

3rd March,1943

I . DISPOSITIONS ALLIED £ ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

A. SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

1 . NORTH EA STERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/5;

(1) "WARRAMUNGA" escorting ’’PAINE WINGATE" "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD"
"YARRA" departed Milne Bay 1811/1 for Port Mcr esby, 
was due 0600/3*

(2) "WHYALLA" on survey duty,
(3) "ECHUCA" escorting Convoy NT4 ( "LIANGOLA" "ADMIRAL CHASE

"BOTH” ) en route from Port Moresby. After proceeding 
through Grafton Passage "BOTH” to proceed independently 
to Townsville • "ECHUCA" to escort "MANGOLA” "ADMIRAL 
CHASE" to Cairns.

(4) "KALGOORLIE" departed Thursday Island 0730/28 for Maryborough 
ETA 0830/5*

(5) "VENDETTA" escorting ConvoyTSl8 ("KURUMBA" "AASE MAERSK") was 
to depart Townsville 0'7,00/3 southbound. "GOULBURN" 
escorting "TAROONA" departed Brisbane 2115/2 northbound# 
On meeting, "VENDETTA" to leave Convoy TS18 and escort 
"TAROONA" to Townsville; "GOULBURN" to escort Convoy 
TS18 to Brisbane*

(6) "SC .744" departed Caims 1035/27 for Brisbane for repairs, was 
due 1200/3*

(7) "SWAN" "KATOOMBA" escorting Convoy TN44 ("PORTMAR" ST A GEN 
"GENERAL VERSPIJCK" "TIME") were to depart Townsville 
1200/4 for Port Moresby ETA 3£>00/7*

"AUSTRALIA" "BAGLEY” were to d epsrt Brisbane 0700/3 for Dunk 
Island ETA 1200/5.

"PHOENIX" "PATTERSON" "MUGFORD" departed Brisbane 1417/2 for 
Dunk Island.

8 submarines on patrol*

(b) In Harbour?

x  » >

y m

(10)

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay

Warships & Aux. - "BENDIGO"
Merchant Vessels s "BONTEKOE"
#ar3hips & Aux. - "GLENELG" "BALLARAT" "KAPUNDA"

"HILO" 16 PT*3 
Merchant Vessels: "MASAYA" "BAN HONG LIONG"

"VAN HEEKSKERK" "KARSIK" "WIILIS VAN DEVENTER 
"JASON LEE" "S.JACOB" "YOCHOW"

Small Craft - Approx 50 
Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - "ARUNTA"

Merchant Vessels: "DUNTROON" "CHARON"
Approx 20

"LATROBE" "PIHIE” "BOWEN" "TULSA" 
"PLATYPUS" 11 PT*s (2 refitting)

•- warships & Aux. - "HOBART" "SELFRIDGE" "RALPH
TALBOT" "VICTORIA"

"BROOME" "MERKUR" "YUMAN" (A. S. I. 
"FULTON" "GEELONG" SC*746 SC.748 

"POYANG" (A. S. I .  S .) "WAGGA* "SUMNER" YP.233 
YP.236 YP.291 YMS.9 YMS*49 YMS.50 

"MAKUNDA" (Hospital Ship) "FREDERICK FUHSTON"(AP 
"LITHGOiy" "GFYMPIE"

Cairns

Challenger Bay

Townsville 
Brisbane

Small Craft 
War skips Sc Aux.

Warships & Aux. 
Warships & Aux*

(Repairing)

(c) Proposed. Movements:

(1) "BALLARAT" escorting "VAN HKEMSKERK" to depart Milne Bay 33 00/3 

for Oro Bay.
w 1 -



(ii)  E m m  FORCES

(1) Buka - .3 bombers, 5 fighters were sighted on the aerodrome 
U330/l»

Bougainville Island - 1 light cruiser was sighted p.m. 2/3 
^  E . of kieta Peninsula course SE. On the approach of the 

aircraft the course was changed to 315°.
(3) Buin - 7 vessels reported a.m. 2 /3*
(4) iiunda - 17 Dauntless escorted by Wildcats attacked Munda 

~T?T5/l. Fires started and heavy explosions observed.
Hudson attacked early hours 2 /3 . Results not observed.

(5) Wide Bay - A liberator destroyed a small vessel at a Jetty ofi?
Brown Island ll00/2«

(6) North New Guinea Coast - The convoy of 14 vessels, apparently
comprilng 7 warships and 7 merchant vessels which was sighted 
at 0825/2, 25 miles M E  Cape Gfoueester was successfully 
attacked by three forces of Fortresses^an^. LJj^rators off 
Cape doucester during the mornlngi^^/T covering6 for ce of 30 
to 40 enemy fighters unsuccessfully intercepted the attacking 
aircraft. At 1600/2, the convoy, then reported to comprise
15 vessels was sighted 70 miles WNW of Cape Gloucester course 
280 • This indicates that the convoy was apparently joined 
by several additional units in the area to the ncr th of Rooke 
Is. following the morning air attack. Later sightings before 
dusk indicate that the convoy then headed towards Vitiaz 
Strait with two of the warships preceding the then 13 vessels • 
At dawn this morning a minimum of 10 vessels were sighted 65 
miles E. of Lae, and at 0835 6 ships were reported 38 miles E* 
of SaL amaua apparently heading towards Lae.

(7) Lae - A reconnaissance Fortress reported sighting a cargo
vessel described a3 of 6-7000 tons off Hamisch Harbour (35 
miles E. of Lae) course west at 0730/2*

(8) Wewsk - Reconnaissance l/3  reported that the aircraft located
on the aerodrome 28/2 were not visible. On 28 /2 , 5 bombers,
21 fighters were photographed.

NORTH WESTERN AREA

(1) A, LIED FORCES

(& ) At Sea to 1200/5:

4 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships®-. Aux. - "IMVEHELL" "WILCANNIA*
"CASTLEMAINEW 

Merchant Vessels : nALAGNA" "BABINDA" "WANAKA"
"BURWiH "

Merauke - Warships & Aux.- "W&RREGO"
Merchant Ships - "KHCEN HOEA"

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Soembawa Is . - Photos l /3  reveal a well surface runway 1100
yards long. Visual recce also reported intensive cultivation 
and two large radio towers at Bima*

(2) Soemba Is* - Reconnaissance l /3  revealed 5 bombers on the
aerodrome at Waingapoe.

(3) BarflL n - 12 fighters and 3. unidentified aircraft attacked Coomallie
Strip early afternoon 2 / 3 . A recce aircraft was over Darwin 
an hour later.

(4) Roper River - An unidentified aircraft was sighted near the
mouth of the Roper River 1107/2*

h> 2 *»



(3.) ALLIED FORCES 

w (a) At Sea to 1200/3 :

(1) "TRINITY” departed Fremantle 1200/l for Bahrein ETA 26/3 ;
"HORSHAM" returning to Fremantle after having 
provided local a/ s escort,

(’o) In Harbourt

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "TROMP" "VAN GiLEK" "DUBBO"
"GOLDSTAR" "PELIAS" "W.B.PRESTON" 
"ISABEL" "WALLAROO"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "LARK" "CHILDS" "W HI P POOR WILL"

(ii) Enemy Forces

Fremantle. - The report of a possible submarine in the Fremantfe 
area 1/3 is now discounted.

3» SOUTH WESTERN AREA

4. EASTERN Sr. SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 00 /3 :

(1) "STUART" escorting "BANTAM" "BISHOPDALE" to Sydney,
(2) "HELM" en route Cape Mo re ton to Melbourne. "HENLEY” en route

Sydney to escort "JAMES O’HARA" to ft*isbaae,
(Note: "JAMES 0*HARA" was to RV with "PATTERSON" 

which was to escort her to Brisbane,
" JAMES O’ HARA" failed to RV and arrived 
Sydney,)

(3) "MUSTIN" "HUGHES" en route Noumea to Sydney ETA 4/3*
(4) "YANDRA" was to pick up Convoy C076 off Nobby*s Head at 0700/3,

"TOWNSVILLE" to sail from Sydney 1400/3 vsL th Sydney 
section to join main convoy. MC0LAC" to sail from 
Sydney to Melbourne providing additional escort for 
Convoy C076,

(5) "KYBRA” departed Melbourne 15 59/1 for Sidney ETA 2300/4,
(6) "ROCKHAMPTON" "ABRAMM CRYNSSEN" escorting Convoy 0C75.
(7) "MILDURA" "BUNBAMRG" escorting Convoy GP37 were to depart

Sydney 1000/3 ETA Caloundra qSqO/E •

(b) In Harbour:

Sidney - Warships & a u x ,  - ”VAN HEEMSKERK" "LE TKEOMFHAHT"
" SHEPPARTON” "COLAC" "TOWNSVILLE" "MORESBY" 
"BUNBURY" "DELOBAINE" "BUNGAREfi" Y DG,2 

(Repairing) "NEW ORES AN S" "ALHENA"
(In Reserve) "MANOORA" "WESTRA, IA"

Melbourne - Warshins & Aux, - "ADELAIDE" "TJERK HIDDES"
"DOOMBA" "WARRNAMBOOL" "OTUS” "SPRINGDALE"

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - BALLARD (AVD)
(2) At ESpiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) NASHVILLE HELENA ST.LOUIS

SAN DIEGO (CL) LAM SON SMITH MEADE LA VALETTE GRIDL'EY 
CHEVALIER JENKINS TAYLOR STRONG FARENHOLT MAHAN 
MORRIS ANDERSON HJ SSELL ELLETT (DD) TRACY (DM) CURTISS 
MACKINAC TANGIER WRIGHT (CVS) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE)
VESTAL (AR) ffiEESE (DM) ALCHIBA AIDEBARAN (AK) ARCTIC (AF) 
PLATTE WHIPSTOCK PATUXENT (AO) NAVAJO (AT) VIREO 
SKYLARK (AM) YP.290 YP 516 YP.517 YP.518
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(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA. NORTH CAROLINA (BB) SARATOGA (CV) 
SAN JUAN HONOLULU COLUMBIA (CL) MURPHY READ DUNIAP 
BALCH PANNING CUMMINGS PERKINS (DD) SUWANNEE (ACV) 
MONTGOMERY (DM) PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AS) LASSEN (AE)

^  WHITNEY (AD) TALALIANCA (AP) NEVILLE MERCURY FOMALHfiJT
w  ALGORAB ARIDED CASTOR (AK) ’TEYON (APH) SONOMA (AT)

SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT KINGFISHER (AM) ARD.2 
YP.239 YMS.8 YMS.46 YMS.47 YMS.48 

At Suva - POCOMOKE (CVS) CATALPA ROSEWOOD (YN)
At Nandi - LANG (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)

(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK (AH) LOCUST BUTTE UN UT(YN)
WANDA NK (YT) MATA I MOA TUI (A/S Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) 
MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) 3PRATP0RD (AP)
PATHFINDER (AG)

(7) At Vila - NEW MEXICO MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) SAN GAM ON
CHENANGO (ACV) GANSEVOORT AARON iiVARD (DD) H.T.ALLEN (AP) 
LIBRA (AK) THORNTON (AVD) LACKAWANNA NESCHES (AO)
RIDEL (AR) ROAMER PC *476 PC.477 BC.479 KITTYHAWK (APV)

(8) At Auckland - LEANDER (CL) EBONY (YN) ANT ARES (AK) MOUNT VERNON(AF
SOLACE (AH)

Refitting - ACHILLES (CL)
(9) At Wellington - GRAYSON (DD) SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES.JACKSON

PRES.ADAMS PRES.HAYES CRESCENT CITY (AP)
(10) At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (Sloop)

(ii) ENEMY FORCES:

Suva - An allied vessel was probably sunk by an enemy 
Subrnarine 340 miles SW by S of Suva at 1700/l.

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES 

"KANIMBLA" due Fremantle O6OO/6  after escort duty.

H .  NAVAL INCIDENTS 

N I L .

111 •

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.I’ll P.A
parti culady Central and Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea - S.W. coast Dutch N ew 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive against eastern New Guinea
area.

(3) Possible attempt to occupy Merauke.
(4) Increased offensive submarine activity.

For DIRECTOR C. , . I .C .  
G .H .Q .. S.W.FTaT

3 /3 /43
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A P P E N D I X  

^E)AILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC *  INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY 

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC A M

EASTERN SECTION

8 ” Cruisers 
6" Cruisers

Armed Merchant cruisers 

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Effective

(i) Allied Forces:

AUSTRALIA 
HOBART 
IHCENIX 
ADELAIDE 
VAN HEEMSKERK

Non-effective

NEW ORLEANS

Submarines

Subsarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Oilers

ARUNTA 
W1RRAMUNGA 
LE TRIOMPILANT 
SELFRIDGE 
HELM 
HENLEY 
PATTERSON 
KALH! TJBQT 
BAGLFY 
LtUGFOKD 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
TJERK HIDDES 
GATO )
GROIfLER ) 
GUARDFISH 
NAUTILUS 
TUHA 
ALBACORE 
A&BERJA2 K 
GRAMPUS 
GRAYBACK 
GREENLING 
GROUPER 
SNAPPER 
TRITON 
K*9
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO
AA3E MAERSK 
BISIIOfD &, E 
KURUMBA 
VICTORIA

MANOORA )
WESTRALIA )

On Reserve

At Brisbane

On Patrol

At Sydney

(ii) Enemy Forces: (Trak-JA ult-Bismarcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force)
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battleships (BB) YAMATO

MUSASHI 
MUTSU 
NAGAT0

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV) ZUIKAKU
1 Converted a / c Carrier (XCV) ZUIHO
2 Auxiliary a/ c Carrl era (ACV) uMYO OTAKA



6 heavy cruisers (CA)

6 light cruisers (CL)

5-6 Armed Merchant Cruisers 
Approx 27 Submarines (SS) 
Approx 40 Destroyers (BB)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

ATAGO 
TAKAO 
HAG HE 
HAfflffiO 
KUMANO 
A OB A 
ISTOtJ 
KATORI 
EASHIMA 
NAGARA 
01
KITAGAMI

(XCL)

MOGAMI (hel.sunk 14 /ll) 
MYOKO ) poss. sunk 
SU2UYA ) 13-14/11

CHITOSE 
AXITSUSKIMA 

5-6 Concerted $/?  Tenders (XCVS)
Several Sutearim Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sab.Chasers, MSB's, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 377 shore-based aircraft incl. 177 F, 118 B, 22 f /b , 42 f /p , 

18 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

WESTERN SECTION

Flotilla Leader
Armed Merchant Cruiser
Bestroyer
s/p Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Submarines

(i) Allied Forces;

TROMP 
KANIMI3LA 

a VAN GALEN 
HERON
v, B* PRESTON 
CHILDS 
EELIAS 
TAMBGR ) 
TAUT00 ) 
THRESHER ) 
GAR )
K.12
GRAYLING
GRENADIER
GUDGEON
TROUT'

On patrol

At Fremantle

EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

(!) Allied Forces;

4 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or ME I area (see above)

(ii)  Enemy Forces;

C*s In C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet
1 heavy cruiser (CA) A SI II GAR A
3 light cruisers (CL) KA SHI I N A TORI (damaged 2 l /l )

KUMA
Approx 16 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)
1 Seaplaae Carrier (CVS) N0T0R0
Approx 214 shore-based aircraft incl. 100 F, 71 B, 3 f /b , 24 F/P ,

16 transport aircraft.
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SOUTHERN
OKXJtXK PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

(i) Allied Forces:

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary k/o  Carriers

8 ” Cruisers 

6" Cruisers

5” Cruisers 

Destroyers

CENTRAL PACIilC A, IE A 

Battleships

Converted a / c Carrier 
Auxiliary a/ g Carriers

8 m Cruisers

IM A K A
WASHINGTON
NORTH CAROLINA
MAH>LAHD
COLORADO
NEW ffi XICO
ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA
CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SU8TANNEE
LOUISVILLE
WICHITA
HELENA
HONOLULU
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
LEANDER
SAM DIEGO
SAN JUAN
50(a|>prox)

( i ) Allied, forces: 

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
PENNSYLVANIA
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND
HASSAU
ALTA M M
COPAHEE
PORTLAND
MINNEAPOLIS

(ii)  Enemj Forces: (Saipan

CinC 1st Fleet
6-7 Battleships (BB) ISE

FUSO
YAMASIIIRO
HYUGA
HARIJNA
KONGO

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted a/ c Carriers (XCV) liAJATAKA

HITAKA
1 Auxiliary a / g Carrier (ACV) CHUYO
3 Heavy Cruisers (CA) TONE

TIKUMA
CHOKAI

2 light e raisers (GL) ABUKUMA
3EHDAI

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS) NISSHIN

KAMOI
1-2 Converted S/P Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old Armoured cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers & Gunbaa ts (DBS-. PG) 
Approx 27 Submarines (SS)

- 3 -

ACHILLES

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

SALT LAKE CI1Y 
SAN FRANCISCO 
PENSACOLA

Bonins-Formosa-Japan)

SHOKAKU



D. HORTHERN PACIFIC AtiEA Effective Non-effective

8M O^lser  
6" Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

CinC 5th Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL)

( i ) Allied Forces?

INDIAHAPOLIS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

(ii) Enrnij forces: (N.Honshu-Kurils s-Aleutians)

TAMA 
El 30

2-3 /rmed Merchant Cruisers (XCL) 
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)

E. SOUTHEASTER PACIFIC AHEA

6” Cruisers

(1) Allied Forces;

C0KC9RD 
TRENTON 
RIG HHOND

I EDI AN OCEAN AREA

(1) Allied yot*cqs t

Battleships WARS P IfE 
RESOLUTION
RAT£ELLIES
REVENGE

* ROYAL SOVEREIGN
Aircraft Carrier M ILLUSTRIOUS
Seaplane Carrier ALBATROSS
8H Cruisers DEVONSHIRE

Ji GEORGIOS AVEROFF
7 .5 ” Cruisers HAWKINS

FXBISHER
6 M Cruisers MA RITIUS

GAMBIA
BIRMINGHAM
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
ARETHUSA
DAUNTLESS

3* DRAGOK 
CAPETOWN

JC CALEDON
» SUMATRA (Dutch)

Armed Merchant Cruisers ALAD NIA 
CARTHAGE
CORFU

CHITRJC,
RANPURA
RANCHI
VO RCE STERSK IRE

A .A. Ship X CARLISIE

n GLASGOW 
» EMERALD 
*  DANAE 

DURBAN
CERES
CARADOC

Approx Zl Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

*  Notes No recent intelligence. Present 
location uncertain.

(ii) Enemy Forces;

Approx 3 submarines
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MOST SKCKET

DAILY APPHECIATIOK-PACI IC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

4th March,1943

I . DISPOSITIONS ALLIED Sr. ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

• SOUTH WEST PACIFIC A ASA

1. NORTH EASTERN AkBA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Qo/4:

x '

X '

(1) "AUSTRAL IA* "BAGLEY" departed Brisbane 0700/3 for Dunk la,
ETA 1200/5.

(2) "PHOENIX* " PATTERSON" "MUGFORD" were due Dunk Is. 0915/4 
from Brisbane,

(3) Task Group 44 .5  ("HOBART” "SELFRIDGE" "RALPH TALBOT") were 
due Dunk Island 1200/4 from Palm Island. "VICTORIA" 
due Dunk Island 1400/4, "MERKUR" due Dunk Island 
1500/4.

(4) "WHYALLA" on survey duty.
(5) "NOORA" dep. Milne Bay 1258/3 for Porlock Hafoour ETA 1200/4

and Oro Bay,
(6 ) "BALLARAT” escorting "VAN HEEMSKERK" departed Milne ^ay 1307/3 

for Oro Bay ETA 1800/4.
(7) "KAPIJNDA" escorting "MULCIA" "MAItfARA" departed Milne Bay

0800/3 for Goodenough Island,
(8) "WA.RRAMUNGA" escorting "DUNTROON" dep. Port Moresby 1855/3

for Townsville to Grafton Passage thence Independently. 
"WARRA1IJNGA" ETA 1500/&, "DUNTROON" ETA 2100/5 ,

(9) "ARUNTA" dep. Port Moresby 1835/3 for Thursday Island ETA
1400/5,

(10) "SWAN" "KATOOHBA" escorting Convoy TN44 ("PORTMAR" "STAGEN"
"GENERAL VERSPIJCK" "Tll-ds” ) were to depart Townsville 
1200/4 for Port Moresby ETA 1600/7.

(11) "ECHUCA" escorting Convoy NT4 ("MANGOLA" "AffilRAL CHASE"
"BOTH") en r oute from Port Moresby. After proceeding 
through Grafton Passage "BOTH" to proceed independently 
to Townsville ETA 0600/5. "ECHUCA" to escort "MANGOLA” 
"ADMIRAL CHASE" to Cairns ETA 1300/4,

(12) " KALGOORLIE" departed Thursday Island 0730/28 for Maryborough
ETA 0830/5,

(13) "VENDETTA" escorting Convoy TS18 ("KURUMBA" "AASE MAERSK") dep.
Townsville 0746/3 soutiibound. To RV with "GOULBURN" 
escorting "TAROONA" which departed Brisbane 2115/2 
northbound. "VENDETTA" to escort "TAROONA" to Townsville 
"GOuLBURN" to escort Convoy TS18 to Brisbane,

(14) 8 submarines on patrol.

(b) In  Harbours

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. - "BENDIGO"
Merchant Vessel;: "BONTEKOE"

Eli In e Bay - Warships & Aux. - "GLENELG" "HILO" IB PT*s
Merchant Vessels s "MASAYA" "BAN HONG LIONG"

"KARSIK" "WILLIS VAN DEVENTER" 
"JASON LEE" "S.JACOB" "YOCHODf" 

Small Craft - Approx 50 
Port Moresby — Warships & Aux.

Merchant Vessels : "DUNTROON" "CHARON" "PAINE
WINGATE" "YARRA" "ADMIRAL 
HALSTEAD"

Small Craft - Approx 20 
Cairns - Warships & Aux. - "LATROBE" "PIRIE" "BOWEN" "TULSA"

"PLATYPUS" "11 PT*S (2 refitting) 
Townsville ~ Warships Aux. - "BROOME" "YUNNAN" ( A .S . I .S . ) 
Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "FULTON" "GEELONG" 8G.744

SC,746 SC.748 "POYANG" (A .S .I .S )  "WAGGA"

- 1 -



Brisbane (Contd) - "SUMNER" YP.233 YP.236 YP.291 YMS.9
YMS.49 YMS.50 "MANUNBA" (Hospital Ship) 

"FREDERICK PUHSTON" (AP)
(Repairing) - "LITHGOW" "GYMPIE" SC.744

(e) Proposed Movements;

(1) "PIRIE11 "TULSA" to escort TN45. ("EMPIRE HAMELE" towing 3 FT) 
from Cairns ETB 1606/4 to Milne Bay ETA 1300/7.

(ii) EHEMY FORCES

(1) New Georgia - At 0950/2, 6 fighters and one bomber patrolled
over the Munda airfield and departed to the SW at 1045/2.

At 1030/3* Munda airfield was attacked by 10 dive- 
bombers escorted by 16 fighters. 2 enemy aircraft were 
seen on the aerodrome.

Vila Plantation was attacked before dawn 3 /3  by 
two Liberators.

(2) Sho rtlands - Before dawn 3 /3  Kahili aerodrome was attacked 
— by 4 TTFerators and Balld e by 1 Liberator as alternative

targets to shipping.
Reconnaissance 1445/3 sighted 7 vessels as follows -

2 destroyers 
1 corvette
4 cargo vessels 

Photos 2/3 show one fighter on BalldL e aerodrome 
and 11 floatplanes at the Faisi seaplane base.

(3) Buka - photos 2/3  reveal 7 bombers (4 probably damaged),
^“ damaged fighters on the aerodrome.

(4) Vitiaz Straits - The convoy approaching Lae through Vitiaz
Straits was’ successfully attacked throughout 2-3/3 by our \ 
aircraft. As reported yesterday 3/3  the convoy originally 
consisted of 14 vessels (apparently 7 warships, 7 merchant 
vessels) and It appears that 5 or 6 additional units joined 
the convoy in the area N. of Rooke Is . a.m. 2/3* Cdr. Advaiced 
Echelon 5th Air Force reports that at dark 3 /3  the following 
vessels remained afloat about 40 miles off Lae -

3 destroyers
1 gunboat
2 cargo ^ssels

Both cargo ships were burning, one destroyer was stationary 
with an oil slick behind and another destroyer had a large 
hole in its side. None of the ships was making any headway.

(5) Pinschhafen - Fortresses attacking the Vitiaz Straits convoy 
— a.m ." "2/3“ rep or ted s it t in g  2 single engined aircraft on

Finschhafen aerodrome.
Finschhafen waterfront was bombed by a Liberator 

a.m. 2/ 3 .
(6) Lae - Several reports of enemy aircraft on or over Lae aerodrome 

“ ~£/3 have been received. The latest at 1722/2 reported 13
aircraft on the aerodrome.

Early a.m. 8 /3  the aerodros® was bombed from a low 
level by 3 Bostons and at about noon 14 KIttjhawks covered 
by 9 Li^itnlngs dive-bombed the waterfront and aerodrome.
At least 9 Zero’ s were encountered by the Kittyhawks and
4 were destroyed and 3 p? obable*

(7) Mubo - Contact was made with the enemy at Waipali 2-3/3*
(8) Morobe Bafcour - Aircraft repo? te,d 2 submarines 5 miles •

of hamtoare River Mouth p.m. 3/S *

2. NOB. TH W ESTERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to BDO/4:

(1) "WXLCANNIA" escorting nALAGm” demrted Darwin 104l/3 for
Thursday Island ETA 1030/8*

(2) 4 submarines on patrol*
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(b} in Harbour;

Darwin

Merauke

Warships & Aux. - "INVERELL" ”CASTLEMAINEtt 
Merchant Vessels: "BABINDA” l&NAKA” "BURWAH”

"WARREGO"
"KHOEN HOE A”

- Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels :

(11) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Dobo - The township and other buildings in the vicinity of
Dobo were bombed and strafed by 6 Hudsons at about 1000/3.

(2) Roper River - The unidentified aircraft reported over the
Hop r River Mouth 1107/2 has been identified* as friendly,

(3) Darwin - Further to the reported attack on Coomallie Strip
p.m. 2/3 it is now stated that the attacking aircraft 
comprised 12 Zero's and 3 torpedo bombers. Three enemy 
fighters were destroyed and three others damaged by our 
intercepting fighters.

3. SOUTH rifSSTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORGES 

In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "VAN GALEN” "DUBBO" "GOLDSTAR”
"PELIAS” BW.B.PRESTON” "ISABEL” 
"WALLAROO”

Exmouth Gulf- Warship® & Aux. - ’’LARK” "CHILDS” "WHIPPOORWILL"

4. EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(I) K. LIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/& :

(1) "BUNDABERG" ”MILDURA" dep. Sidney 1045/3 escorting GPS7 -
10 ships (incl. special ships "ASPASIA NOLI Ilf OS”
"HENRY D.THOREAU" "CARLISLE" "WEST CACTUS” ) of 
which one from Newcastle for Bowen, 3 from Sydney 
for Townsville and 4 from Sydney, 2 from Newcastle 
for Brisbane ETA Caloundra 0345/6#

(2) "HENLEY” escorting "JAI€SS 0*HARA" mxxm was toclear Sydney
Heads at 0630/4 for Brisbane.

(3) ”MUSTIN” "HUGTIES" en route Noumea to Sydney ETA 4/6 .
(4) "HELM" en route Cape More ton to Melbourne#
(5) "YANDRA” "TOWNSVILLE" "COLAC” escorting Convoy C076

("CARADALE" ”C0RI0") dep. Sydney 16 07/3 for 
Melbourne.

(6) "ROCKHAMPTON" "ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN” escorting Convoy PC75
for Port Kembla, Sydney and Newcastis •

(7) "WESTPOINT” was due Melbourne 1200/4 from Wellington.
(8) "KYBRA" departed Melbourne 1559/1 for Sydney ETA 2300/4.
(9) "ADELAIDE” escorting ”0TUS" was to dep  rt Melbourne 1145/4

for Fremantle.

(b) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "VAN HEEMSKERK” ”LE TRIOMPHANT"
"STUART” "SHEPPARTON" "MORESBY” "BUNBURY” 
"DELORAINE" "BUNGAREE" YDG.2 

(Repairing) "HEW ORLEANS" "ALHENA"
(In Reserve) "MAMOOKA" "WESTRALIA"

Melbourne - Warships k Aux. - "xXxx "TJERK HIDDES" "DOOMBA"
"WARRNAMBOOL” ”SPRINGDALE"
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B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(1) At Vsnikoro - BALLARD (AVD)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) SAN DIEGO (CL) LAMSON SMITH 

MEADE LA VALETTE GRIDLEY TAYLOR FARENHOLT MEAN 
LAKDSDOWKE AULICE ANDEBDN ELLETT (DD) TRACY (DM)
CURTISS MACKINA2 TANGIER WRIGHT (CVS) DIXIE (AD) PYRO(iE) 
ATHENE (AO) VESTAL (AR) BREESE (DM) ALCHIBA ALDEBARAN(AK) 
ARCTIC (AF) PLATTE WHIPSTOCK PATUXENT (AO) NAVAJO (AT) 
SKYLiSRK (AM) YP.290 YP.516 YP.517 YP.518

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA NORTH CAROLINA MASSAGHPSKTTS(BR) 
SARATOGA (CV) HELENA SAN JUAN COLUMBIA (OtT)J!TJRPHY READ 
DUNLAP PHILIP EATON BENSHAW FAMING CUMMINGS PERKINS (DD 
SUWANNEE (ACV) MONTGOMERY (DM) PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AS)
WHITNEY (AD) TALAMANCA (AP) NEVILLE MERCURY FOMALHAUT 
ALGORAB AR3DED CASTOR (AK) TROT (APH) SONOMA (AT)
SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT KINGFISHER (AM) ARD.2 
YP.230 YMS.8 YMS.46 YMS.47 'MS .48

(4) At Sava - POCOMOKE (CVS) CATALPA ROSEWOOD (YN)
(5) At Nandi - LANG (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK (AM) LOCUST

BUTTEHJUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) MUTAI MOA TUI (a/ s Vessels ) 
ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO)
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AG) VIREO (AM)

(7) At Vila - NEW MEXICO MARYLAND COLORADO (BE) SANGAMON
CHENANGO (ACV) GANSEVOORT AARON WARD (DD) H.T.ALLEN (AP) 
LIBRA (AK) THORNTON (AVD) LAC SAW AIN A NESCHES (AO)
RIGEL (AR) ROAMER PC.475 PC.477 EC.479 KITTYHAWK (APV)

(8) At Auckland - LEANDER (CL) EBONY (YN) AN TAKES (AK) MOUN^E NON(AP)
SOLACE (AH)

Refitting - ACHILLES (CL)
(9) At Wellington - GRAYSON (DD) SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES.JACKSON

PRES.HAYES PRES.ADAMS CRESCENT CITY (AP)
(10) At Papeete - CHEVREUTL (Sloop)

(i) it.-LIED FORCES

C. INDIAN OCEAN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) "KANIMBLA" due Fremantle 0600/6 after escort duty*
(2) "TRINITY” departed Fremantle 1200/1 for i->a#reln ETA 26/3;

"HORSHAM" returning to i?remantle after having 
provided local A/s escort.

(3) "QUEEN OF BERMUDA" escorting "MORMAC DOVE" dep. Fremantle 
0400/3 for RV with HMS"WORCESTERSHIRE" at approx 
1800/7. "TROMP" will conduct a /$  patrol until 
2200/4 and then return Fremantle.

H .  NAVAL INCIDENTS

Vitiaz Strait3 - The enemy convoy, consisting originally of 
14 vessels (apparently 7 warships and 7 merchant ships) 
which was probably joined by another 5 or 6 ships NW of 
Rooke Is. p.m. 2 /3  was very successfully attacked through
out 2 /3  and 3/3 by our aircraft. Results are not yet 
fully assessed, but a tentative summary up to noon 2 /3  Is 
set out hereunder of results of attacks by 25 Fortresses,
2 Liberators escorted by 16 Lightnings - 

1 4-6000 ton cargo vessel sunk
1 4-6000 ton vessel received 2 direct hits and 2 

near misses, considered sunk.
1 7-9000 ton transport received 5 direct hits vui th 

1000-lb bombs, last seen listing, with bow awash 
and in sinking condition.

1 500-1000 ton vessel set on fire and possibly sunk
1 destroyer damaged.
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Preliminary estimates indicate that five 
enemy fighters were definitely shot down over the convoy 
by our attacking aircraft and another 8 probably.

I I I .  E l g r S  P30BA3LE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions
S.W .p .A . particularly Central and 
Northern Solomons - North coast New 
Guinea - S.W. coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive against eastern New
Guinea area.

(3) Possible attempt to occupy Merauke.

(4) Increased offensive submarine activity.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .
TTTiiT .̂. s. . . 0 7
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A P P E N D I X

DAILY A?flR. CIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAi: OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY 

A. SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

Effective1. EASTERN SECTION

8H Cruisers 
6 ” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Non-effective

( i ) Allied Forces:

AUSTRAL IA 
HOBART 
PHOENIX 
ADELAIDE
VAN HEEMSKERK

ARUNTA 
WARRAMUNGA 
LE TRIOMPHANT 
SELFRIDGE
xmLiM
HENLEY
PATTERSON
RALPH TALBOT
BAGLEY
MUGFORD
STUART
VENDETTA
TJERK HIDDES

Submarines

Submarine Tender

♦
 Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Oilers

NEW ORLEANS

MANOORA ) 0aaMTrQ 
WESTRALIA ) 0n lieserve

GATO 
GROWLER 
GUARDFISH 
im TILUS 
TUNA 
ALBACORE 
AliBERJACK 
GRAMPUS 
GRAYBACK 
GREENLING 
GROUPER 
SNAPPER 
TRITON 
K 9
FULTON
DOBBIN
TULSA
KILO
AASE MAERSX 
BISHOPDALE
KURUsiBA
VICTORIA

At Brisbane

On Patrol

At Sydney

(ii) Enemy Forces: {Truk-Jalult-3iamarcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force) 
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers) 
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet) 
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battleshins (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted a/ c Carrier (XCV)
2 Auxiliary a/ c carriers (ACV)

YAMAT0
MUSA SHI
MUTSU
NAGATO
ZUIKAKU
ZUIHO
UNYO .OTAKA
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6 ^h*avy cruisers (CA)

6 light cruisers (CL)

5-6 Armeci ^ierchant Cruisers 
Approx 27 Submarines (SS) 
Approx 40 Destroyers (DI$
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

ATAGO 
TAKAO 
MCE I 
HAOURO 
KUMANO 
A OB A 
ISUZTJ 
KAT OKI 
KASRIMA 
NAGARA 
01
KITAGAMI

(XCL)

CEITOSE
AKITSUSHIMA.

MOGAMI (bel.sunk 1 4 /l l ) 
MYOKO ) poss. sunk 
SUZUYA) 13-14/11

5-6 Converted s/p Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 5 ,000 tons)
Minelayers, Klnesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTBfs, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 377 shore-based aircraft Incl. 177 P, 118 B, 22 F/B, 42 P/P, 

18 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

WESTERN SECTION

(1) Allied Forces:

Flotilla Leader 
Armed Merchant Cruiser 
Destroyer 
S/p Tenders

Subffli rIne Tender 
Submarines

TROMP 
KANIMBIA 
VAN G ALEN 
HERON
W .3 . PRESTON 

CHILDS 
PEL IAS 
TAMBOR )
TATJTOG )
THRESHER )
GAR )
K.12 )
GRAYLING )
GRENADIER ) At Fremantle
GUDGEON )
TROUT )

On Patrol

EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

(i) Allied Forces:

4 submarines on patrol stations In China sea or NEI area (see above)

(11) i&iemy Forces t

C*s in C Is t, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASHIGARA
3 light cruisers (CL) KASIIII NATORI (damaged 21/1)

KUMA
Approx 16 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (CVS) NOTOH)
Approx 214 shore-based aircraft incl. 100 F, 71 B, 3 F/B, 24 F/P,

16 transport aircraft.
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

v

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a/ c Carriers

8” Cruisers 

6 ” Cruisers

5” Cruisers 

Destrop rs

CENTRAL PACITICAREA 

Battleships

Converted a/ c Carrier 
Auxiliary A/C Carriers

8" Cruisers

(1) Allied Forces:

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
NORTH CAROLINA
MASSACHUSETTS
MAR YLAND
COLORADO
NEW MEXICO
ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA
CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE
LOUISVILLE
WICHITA
HELENA
HONOLULU
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
IEANDER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN
50 (approx)

(1) Allied "o^cca: 

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
PENNSYLVANIA
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND
NASSAU
ALTAilABA
CQPAHEK
PORTLAND
MINNEAPOLIS

CinC 1st Fleet
6-7 Battleships (BB)

(ii) Enemy Forces: (Saipan-

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted A/C Carriers (XCV)

1 Auxiliary A/C Carrier (ACV)
3 Heavy Cruisers (CA)

2 light cruisers (CL)

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA
HASUNA
KONGO

FAYATAEA 
BIT AKA 
CHUYO
TONE
TIKUMA
CHOKAI
ABUKU1A
SENDAI

NISSPJIN
KAMOI

1-2 Converted s/P Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers & Gunboats (DD & PG) 
Approx 27 Submarines (SS)

ACHILLES

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

SALT LAKE CITY 
SAN FRANCISCO 
PENSACOLA

•Bonin s-Formosa-Japan)

SIIGKAKU



D. NORTHERN PA) IFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

8 ” Cruiser 
6 ” Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

CinC 5th Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL)

(1) Allied. Forces;

INDIANAPOLIS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

(11) Enemy Forces: (N.Honshu-Kurile s-Aleutlans)

2-3 firmed Merchant Cruisers (XCL) 
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)

TAMA
KISO

E. SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

6 H Cruisers

^  INDIA!. OCEAN AREA 

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 " Cruisers

7 .5 ” Cruisers

6" Cruisers

Araad Merchant Cruisers

A.A. Ship
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

( i ) Allied Forces:

CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

(1) Allied Forces:

WARSPITE 
RESOLUTION

*  RA MILLIES 
REVENGE

*  ROYAL SOVEREIGN
*  ILLUSTRIOUS 

ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE

*  GEORGIOS AVEROFF (Greek) 
HAWKINS
FROBISHER 
MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA 
BIRMINGHAM 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
ARETHUSA 
DAUNTLESS 

36 DRAGON 
CAPETOWN 

3* CADi DON 
jfe SUMATRA (Dutch)

ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE 

Jt CORFU 
CHITRAL 
RANPURA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE 

a CAKL.ISLE

*  GLASGOW 
36 EMERALD 
»  DANAE 

DURBAN 
CERES 
CARADOC

a Note:

(ii )  Enemy Forces:

No recent Intelligence. Present 
location uncertain.

Approx 3 Submarines

- 4 -



MOST SECRET

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

5th March,I943

I . DISPOSITIONS ALLIED £ ENKivY NAVAL FOitCES

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AIiEA

1 . NORTH EASTERN AREA

(!) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 00/5 :

"AUSTRALIA" "BAGLEY" departed Brisbane 0700/3 for Dunk Is .
was due 1200/5.

"BENDIGO" escorting "BONTEKGE" was due Port Moresby 1000/5 
from Oro Bay.

"WHYftLLA" "STELLA" on survey duty,
"KALCOORLIE" departed Thursday Island 0730/28 for Maryborough, 

was due 0830/5,
"WARRAMUNGA" escorting "DUNTROON" departed Port Moresby 1855/3, 

"DUNTROON" to proceed independently from Grafton 
Passage. "WARRAMUNGA* to proceed Townsville ETA 1500/5, 

"GLENELG" escorting Convoy FC2 ( "WILLIS VAN DEVENTER" "JASON LEE" 
for Port Moresby, "WAN HONG LIONG" for Cairns, "YOCHOW" 
for Townsville) was to depart Milne Bay 1200/5.

"WARREGO" departed Thursday Island 1154/4 for Townsville 
ETA " 2100/6,

"GOULBURN" escorting Convoy TS18 ("KURUMBA" "AASE MAERSK” ) to 
Brisbane,

"HELENA" en route Noumea to Sydney ETA 1630/6. Escort to be 
provided.

YMS.8 YMS.46 YMS.47 YMS.48 en route Noumea to Brisbane 
ETA 1800/6.

"LATROBE" departed Cairns 1650/4 for Thursday Island ETA 
2000/6.

"SWAN" "KATOOMBA" escorting Convoy TN44 ("PC®THAR" "STAGEN" 
"GENERAL VERS PUCK" fc(£ikEM) dep. Townsville 1200/4 
for Port Moresby ETA 1600/7.

(13) "PIRIE" "TULSA" escorting Convoy TN45 ("EMPIRE HAMBLE" escorting
3 PT*s) dep. Cairns~ ToW TTor Milne Bay ETA 1300/7. 

"VENDETTA" escorting "TAROONA" to Towisville.
"GEELONG" "WAGGA" departed Caloundra 1751/4 to exercise with 

submarines to seaward of Cape Moreton,
(16) 10 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour: 

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay

Port Moresby

Thursday Is. 
Cairns

Dunk Island

Town sville 
Brisbane

( Repairing)

- Warships & Aux. - "BALLARAT"
Merchant Vessels : "VAN HEEMSKERK"

- Warships & Aux. - "KAPUNDA" "HTLO" 16 Pf»s 
Merchant Vessels : "KARSIK" "S.JACOB"
Small Craft - Approx 50

- Merchant Vessels: "PAINE WINGATE" "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD 
Small Craft - Approx 20

- Warships & Aux. - "ARUNTA"
- Warships & Aux. - "ECHUCA" "BOWEN" "PLATYPUS"

8 F I’ s (2 refitting)
- Warships & Aux. - "PHOENIX" "HOBART" SELFRIDGE"

"PATTERSON" " MUGFORD" "RALPH TALBOT" "VICTORIA" 
"MERKUR"

- Warships & Aux. - "BROOME" "YUNNAN" (A .S .I .S .)
- Warships & Aux. - "PULTON" "GYMPIE" "LITHGCW"

SC.746 SC.748 "POYANG" (A .S .I .S )  "SUMNER" 
YP.233 YP.236 YP.291 YMS.9 YMS.49 YMS.50
"MANUNDA" (Hospital Ship) "FRED.FUNSTON" (AP) 
"SC. 744"

- I  -



(c) Proposed Movements?

(1) BSELFRIDGE* to RV with ”W.A.HOLBROOK” in position 27°8 'S ,
157 20*E at 0600/7 and escort to Brisbane.

(2) ” GYM PIE” escorting ’’SWARTENHONDT ” to depart Brisbane
2000/5 for Townsville*

(ii) EKEMY FORCES

(1) Guadalcanal - 2 enemy bombers attacked Guadalcanal 2220-2305/3
causing neither damage or casualties*

(2) Ysabel - 3 enemy launches were reported at Suavanu Plantation
(Rekata Bay) at 1830/3.

Kew Georgia - At 2200/2 8 barges left Viru Harbour: 4 or 5 
hours later 5 barges arrived and landed stores.

Munda airfield was attacked 0720/4 by 12 dive bombers 
escorted by 15 fighters. The location where enemy barges 
were reported at Viru Harbour was also strafed by the 
escorting fighters.

(4) Shortlands - Kahili and Baliale were bombed before dawn 4/3
* by 4 and 2 Liberators respectively.

Reconnaissance a.m. 4/3 sighted the following vesse3s 
in the Buin-Falsi area -

7 cargo vessels dispersed
2 destroyers of #1 ich one under way course 60°

Total [j?
(5 ) Solomons-Enemy Aircraft - Photos a.m. 3 /3  show - 

“ 'fardl’i......  - 49 fighters, 4 bombers
Ball ale - 3 f i l t e r s
Munda - 5 fighters, 3 bombers
Vila - Nil

Reconnaissance 4/3 reported:
Kahili - 23 fighters, 4 bombers
Faisi - 7 Float Eero’ s
Vila - Nil.

(6) Kavlenr; - At about 1030/4 the following shipping was sighted
in tne area south of Kavieng -

(a) 1 destroyer )
1 minelayer or MV ) 30 miles S.Kavieng course 300°
4 merchant vessels )

(2 of 10,000 tons, 2 of 6000 tons)
(b) 1 destroyer ) in Gazelle Channel,

1 small cargo vessel ) course 130°
Possibly another vessel on course 90° was seen in 

the same vicinity but the report has not been confirmed*
(7) Oasmata - Reconnaissance 1033/4 sighted 4 Zero*8 taking off

Oasmata runway and probably more ready to take o ff. Possibly 
a complete squadron of Zero’ s was on the aerodrome.

(8) Huon Gulf - Latest reports indicate that practically the complete
Japanese convoy of 20-22 vessels attempting to reinforce Lae 
was destroyed while the rest, severely damaged, probably sank. 
Reconnaissance and attacking aircraft yesterday 4 /3  reported 
no ships in Lae, Salamaua, Finschhafen area with the exception 
of a few barges (see Naval Incidents).

(9) Lae - Grounded aircraft on Malahang aerodrome were successfully 
“HETombed and strafed at about noon 4/3 by 11 Beauflghters and

12 Bostons with f i l t e r  cover of 12 Lightnings and 8 Kittyhawks
(10) Mabo - No further report yet received concerning contact with 

EEe enemy at faipall.

NORTH /ifESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/5:

(1) "WILCANNIA” escorting ”ALAGNA” departed Darwin 1041/3 for
Thursday Island ETA 1030/8.

(2) 4 submarines on patrol.



(b) In Harbour;

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "INVERELL" "CASTLEMAINE'"
Merchant Vessels; "BABINDA" "WANAKA” "BURrfAH"

(I I )  ENEMY FORCES

.Darwin - One enemy light bomber reconnoitred the Darwin 
area at about noon 4 /5 • '

(2) TanImbar - Saumlaki township and Matkus Island were attacked
loSo/4 by 3 Hudsons.

(3) Kal - Toeal town area was attacked by 9 B.25»s 1055-1105/3*

SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/5 ;

(1) “PRESTON” departed Fremantle 1000/4 for Exmouth Gulf.
(2) "TROMP" returning Fremantle after escort duty.

(b) In Harbour;

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - ”VAN CJL EN" "DUBBO" "GOLDSTAR"
"PELIAS" "ISABEL" "WALLAROO" 
"HORSHAM"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "IA RK" "CHILDS" "WHIPPOORWILL"

EASTERN &: SOUTHERN AREA

(1) ALLIED PORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/5:

(1) "BUITDABERG" "MILDURA" dep. Sydney 1045/3 escorting GP37 -
10 ships (incl. Special Ships "ASPASIA NOMlftoS"
"HENRY D.THOREAU" "CARLISIfi" "WEST CACTUS") of 
which one from Newcastle for Bowen, 3 from Sydney 
for Townsville and 4 from Sydney, 2 from Newcastle 
for Brisbane ETA Caloundra 0345/6.

(2) "HELM" en route Cape Moretoh to Melbourne.
(3) "YJfDRA" "COLAC" "TOffiJSVILLE" escorting Convoy C076.
(4) "ADELAIDE" escorting "OTUS" was to depart Melbourne 1145/4

for Fremantle ETA 1200/9.
(5) "KYBRA" departed Melbourne 1559/1 for Sydney was due 2300/4.
(6) "ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN" escorting Newcastle portion Convoy 0C75

to Newcastle,
{Xjtxxxxx

(b ) In Harbour;

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "VAN HEEMSKERK” "LE TRIOMPHANT"
"HENLEY" "MUST IN" "HUGHES" "STUART" " SHE P PART ON* 
"MORESBY" "BUNBURY" "ROCKHAMPTON" "DELORAINE" 
"BUNGAREE" YDG.2 "JAMIES O ’HARA"

(Repairing) "SEW ORLEANS" "ALHENA"
(In Reserve) "MANOORA" "WESTRALIA"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "TJERK HIDDES" "DOOMBA"
"WARRHAMBOOL" "SPRINGDALE" "WEST POINT"

(c) Proposed Movements;

(1) "BUNDABERG" "MILDURA" "LITHGOW" escorting Convoy PG37 (9 MV) 
to depart Caloundra 0900/6.



. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(1) At Vanikoro - BALLARD (AVD) f
< 4 ^  (2) At Esplritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) SAN DIEGO (CL) LAMSON SMITH

ICE AD E LA VALETTE OR IDLE Y TAYLOR FARENHOLT MAHAN 
LANDSDOtfNE AULICK ANDERSON ELLETT (DD) TRACY (DM)
CURTISS MACKINAC TANGIER WRIGHT (CVS) DIXIE (AD) FYRO(AE) 
VESTAL (AK) BREESE (DM) ALCIIIBA ALDEBARAN (AK) ARCTIC (AP) 
NEOSHO ATHENE PLATTE WHIPSTOCK PATUXENT (AO) NAVAJO (AT) 
SKYLARK (AM) Y P .290 YP.516 YP.517 YP.518

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA NORTH CAROLINA LiASoACIiUSKTTS(BB)
SARATOGA (CV) SAN JUAN COLUMBIA (CL) MURPHY READ DUNLAP 
PHILIP EATON REKSHAW CUMMINGS PERKINS (DD) SUWANNEE (ACV) 
JAMESTOWN (PG) M0NTG0I®KY (DM) PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AS) 
WHITNEY (AD) TALAMANCA (AP) NEVILLE MERCURY FOMALKAUT | 
ALGORAB ARIDED CASTOR (AK) TRYON (APH) SONOMA PAWNEE (AT) 
3UAMIC0 CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT KINGFISH ER (AM) ARD.2 
YP 239

(4) At Suva ’ POCOMOKE (CVS) BALCH FANNING (DD) CATALPA ROSEWOOD (YU
(5) At Nandi - LANG (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT

AANDANK (YT) MATAI MOA TUI (a/ s Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) | 
MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKIilE PHELPS (AO) STRATFORD (AP) g
PATHFINDER (AG) VIREO (AM)

(7) At Vila - NEW MEXICO MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) LOUISVILLE
WICHITA (CA) SANGAMON CHENANGO (ACV) FRASIER EDWARDS I 
GANSEVOORT A A HON WARD (DD) H.T. ALLEN (AP) LIBRA (AK) 
TIIORNTON (AVD) LACKAWANNA NESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER 
PC.476 PC.477 PC.479 KITTYHAWK (APV)

(8) At Auckland - LEANDER (CL) EBONY (YN) ANTARES (AK) MOUNT VERNON
(AP) SOLACE (AH)

Refitting - ACHILLES (CL)
(9) At Wellington - GRAYSON (DD) SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES.JACKSON

PRES.HAYES PRES.ADAMS CRESCENT CITY (AP) !
(10) At Papeete - CBEVREUIL (Sloop) g

(i ) ALLIED FOhCSS

. INDIAN OCEAN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(1) "KAHIMBLA” due Fremantle 060o/o after e scort duty.

I I .  NAVAL INCIDENTS
ass- — — —

Huon Gulf - Final assessment of the results of the attempt 
Ey" the Japanese to run a convoy to Lae is that none of the 
vessels reached their destination while one damaged destroyer 
may have escaped.

Apparently early a.m. 2 /3  a convoy of 14 ships (prob.
7 destroyers, 7 car <bo vessels) assembled in the Open Bay area 
N. of New Britain and. using a fairly heavy weather front 
proceeded westward at 9-10 knots. As previously reported 
Fortresses and Liberators attacked the convoy, s till con
sisting of 14 ships, in the area north of cape Gloucester 
a.m. 2 /3  when 2 ships (4-6000 tons) were sunk and another 
(7-S000 tons) left in a sinking condition plus two others 
damaged. At 1820/2 the convoy, reported to consist of 16 
vessels including 6 destroyers and 10 cargo ships was 
again attacked by Fortresses NW of Cape Gloucester, one 
5-6000 ton cargo shio was sunk and others damaged and 
set on fire . It is believed that 4 merchant ships totalling 
approx 20-25,000 tons were sunk on 2/5 while several others 
were damaged.



The convoy, probably 15 ships moving south 
through Vltiaz Strait was shadowed throughout the night
2—3 Mar eh by Catalinas, and attacked again in the morning 
when in the Huon Gulf heading towards Lae. At 1000/3, the 
main onslaught was launched and daring the following half 
hour, 1? Portresses, 20 B.25*s with top cover of 16 
Lightnings bombed ships in the convoy from medium height 
(3-10,000 ft) while 12 E.25*s and 12 Bostons came down to 
mast-head height to inflict terrific damage. Out of 53 x 
500-lb bombs dropped by these 24 aircraft, 26 direct hits 
were registered* many additional hits were scored by the 
other aircraft while during the same period 13 Beaufinters 
heavily strafed the ships*

The remnants of the cohvoy, probably 6 or 7 ships 
incllading 2 destroyers, were subjected to another co-ordinated 
attack by 13 Portresses andS B.25*s from medium height with 
Lightnings as top cover while 5 Bostons aid another"7 B.25»s 
attack? d from minimum heigjxt.

At dusk 6 ships (2 burning cargo vessels and 4 
damaged destroyers) were the only vessels to be seen in the 
area. At 19|.9/3, the reconnaissaa ce aircraft watching any 
movements carefully could only find 1 cargo ship#, still 
burning, and 1 destroyer.

The burning cargo vessel was located a£ sunk at 
2327/3 by motor torpedo boats while the destroyer was 
finally sunk by B .25fs p.m. 4 /3 ,

Reconnaissance and strike aircraft on 4/3 searched 
from Cape Ward Hunt to Finschhafen and, apart from the 
destroyer located and sunk, the only surface craft reported 
were*-

30 or mr e life rafts or boats and much debris spread 
over 20 miles in the area E , and SE of Salamaua;

5 landing barges off Finsehhafen which apparently made 
Tame Is , p.m. 4 /2 ;

1 motor launch anchored on reef South of Iftnboi Is.
Life boats off Cape Gloucester

Reports received to date confirm that at least 
45 enemy fighters were shot down, plus 23 probably, during 
the attacks on the convoy, compared to our losses of one 
Fortress and three Lightnings,

I I I .  EKBv:Y 1 S PROBABLE KEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions
S ../,P .A , particularly Central aid 
Northern Solomons - North coast New 
Gui nea - S,W, coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura Sea Islands,

(2) Possible attempt to occupy Merauke,

(3) Increased offensive submarine activity.

5 /3 /43



A P P E N D I X

DAILY APP3-CI-TIM -PACP-'IC Ilf--I*?; PC LAK EAVAL A CTIVITY 

.7PHWEST PACIFIC AREA

EffectiveEASTERN SECTION

8 ” Cruisers
6 ” Cruisers

(i) Allied Forces:

AUSTRALIA
I-T03A.iT
PHOENIX
ADELAIDE
VAN HEEMSKERK

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Oilers

Non-effective

NEW ORLEANS

MANOGRA ) „ 
WESTRALIA ) 011 8®serve

ARUNTA
WARRAMUKGA
LE TKIQMPMNT
SELFRIDGE
HELM
HENLEY
PATTERSON
RALPH TALBOT
BAGLEY
MU FORD
STUART
VENDETTA
T JERK IIIDDES
GATO 
GROWLER 
GUAKDFISH 
ALBACORE 
AMBERJiC K 
GRAMPUS 
GRAIBACK 
GREENLING 
GROUPER 
NAUTILUS 
SNAPPER 
TRITON 
TUNA 
K.9
FULTON
DOBBIN
TULSA
HILO
AASS MAERSK 
BISHOPDAE 
KURUMBA 
VICTORIA

)
) At Brisbane 
)

On Patrol

At Sydney

(ii)  Enemy Forces? (Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force) 
CinC Srd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers) 
CinC 4th fleet (Mandates Fleet) 
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted a / c Carrier (XCV)
3 Auxiliary A/C Carriers (ACV)

YAMATO
MUSA sin
MUTSU
NAG A TO
ZUIKAKU
ZUIHO
UHYO
1 unknown

OTAKA

— 1 —



6 heavy cruisers (CA)

6 light cruisers (CL)

MOGAMI (bei * sunk 1 4 /l l ) 
IOOKO ) poss. sunk 
3TJZUYA ) 13-14/11

iriliiurU
TAKAO 
HAG III 
KAGURO 
KUMANO 
A OB A 
ISUZU 
KATORI 
KAS' ilMA 
NAGAiiA 
01
KITAGAMI

5-6 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XGL)
Approx 27 Submarines (33)
Approx 40 Destroyers (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS) CIUTOSE

A KLTSUSEIIMA
5-6 Converted S/p Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub,Chasers, MTB’ s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 331 shore-based aircraft incl. 131 P, 118 B, 22 f / b , 4 2 f/ p , 

18 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

WESTERN SECTION

Flotilla Leader 
Armed Merchant Cruiser 
Destroyer 
s/ p Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Subrm. rlnes

( I ) Allied Forces

TROMP
KANIMBIA
VAN GALEN
HERON
W.B. PRESTON
CHILDS

P ELI AS
TAItfBOR }
TA Ul'OG )
THRESHER )

CAR )
K.12
GRhYLim

GRENADIER
GUDGSD N
TIC UT

On Patrol

)

)
) At Fremantle

)
)

EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

(I) Allied Forces;

4 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NISI area (see above)

(ii)  Enemy Forces:

C 1 a in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet 
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASRIGARA
3 light cruisers (CL) K.ASHII NATORI (Damaged 2l/l)

KUMA
Approx 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 submarines (S3)
1 Seaplane Carrier (CVS) N0T0R0
Approx 211 shore-based aircraft incl. 9% F, 71 B, 3 f /b , 24 f /p ,

16 tran«r-ort aircraft.

- 2 -



B. SOUTHERN PACIFIC AREA

Battle ships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a/ c Carriers

8n Cruisers

6n Cruisers

C.

5" Cruisers 

Destroyers

CENTRAL PACIFIC A;USA 

Battle ships

Converted a / c Carrier 
Auxiliary A.C Carriers

8 W Cruisers

CinC 1st Fleet
6-7 Battleships (3B)

(i) Allied Forces;

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
NORTH CAROLIHA
MASSA CHI SETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO
HEW JEXICO
ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA
CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE
LOUIS'/ILLS
WICHITA
HELENA
HONOLULU
ST, LOUIS
KA SEVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
LEAHDER
SAN DIEGO
SAS JUAN
50 {approx)

Effective

(i) Allied Forces;

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
PENNSYLVANIA
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND-
NASSAU
ALTAMABA
COPAHEE
PORTLAND
MINNEAPOLIS

Non-effective

ACHILLES

WEST VIRGINIA 
OIL IFOHNIA 
TENNESSEE

SALT LAKE C ITY
SAN FRAIX! ISC 0 
PENSACOLA

(ii) Enemy Forces; (Saipan-Bonins-Formosa-Japan )

ISE 
FUSO 
YAMASHIRO 
I3YUGA 
HAHUNA 
KONGO

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted a / c Carriers (XCV) HAYATAKA

HITAKA
1 Auxiliary a / c Carrier (ACV)
3 Heavy Cruisers (CA)

SHOKAKU

CHUYO
TONE
TIKUKA
CHOKAI
ABUKUMA
SENDAI

2 light cruisers (CL)

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS) EISSEIN

EAMOI
1-2 Converted s/p Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destrosers & Gunboats (DD £c PG) 
Approx 27 Sxibmarines (SS)
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NORTHERN PACIFIC AiiEA Effective Non-sffectlve

(1) Allied Forces:

Mm  Cruiser INDIANAPOLIS

6* Cruisers DETROIT
RALEIGH

10 Destroyers
10 Submarines

(ii) Emmy Forces: (N.Honshu-Kurlles-Aleutians)

CinC 5th Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL) TAMA

KISO
2-3 Armed Merchant Cruisersi (XCL)
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)

SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AHEa

(1) Allied Forces*

6" Cruisers CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

(1) Allied Forces:

Battleships WARSPIT1 •
RESOLUTION

* RMi ILL IES
REVENGE

X ROIAL SOVEREIGN
Aircraft Carrier X nXUSTRIOUS
Seaplane Carrier AT, BATHOS S
8” Cruisers DEVONSHIRE

x C-EORGIOS AVEROFF (Greek)

7 .5 ” Cruisers HAWKINS
FROBISHER

6” Cruisers MAURITIUS *  GLASGOW
GAMBIA *  EMERALD
BIRMINGHAM x DANAE
ENTERPRISE DURBAN
LIVERPOOL CERES
ARETHUSA CARADOC
DAUNTLE SS

x DRAGON
CAPETOWN

X CAKiDON
X SUMATRA (Dutch)

Armed Merchant Cruisers ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE

X CORFU
CHITRAL
RANPURA
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

A.A. Ship X CARLISLE
Approx 27 Destroyers
A d d t o x  9 Submarines

x Note: No recent intelligence, present
location uncertain.

(ii) Enemy Forces:

Approx 3 Submarines
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MOST SECRET

DAILY A K{ECIA;:IQM - PACIFIC A"D IviPIAH OCEAN HAYAl, ACTIVITY.

6th March, 1943 

I . PIS OSITIO; S ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL FORCES 

A. SOUTH TOST PACIFIC AREA.

1 . NORTH EASTl-RM AREA.

(i) ALLIED FORCES.

(a) At j&a to 12oo/6:

(1) "WHYALLA" "STELLA” on survey duty.
(2) "WILCANNIA" escorting "ALAG&A" departed Darwin 1041/3 for

Ihrusday Isiand E .T .A . 1030/8.
(3) "GLENELG" escorting CONVOY PC2 ("WILLIS VAN DEVENTER" "JASON LEE"

"BAN HONG LOTTr^TTrHOW" to R.V. with "BENDIGO" escort
ing "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" in position 9°37« S. 147°4» E. 
at 1400/6. "BENDIGO" to cscort "WILLIS VAN DEVENTER" 
"JASON LEE" to Port Moresby "GLENELG" to escort "YOCHOW" 
"ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" to Townsville "BAM HONG LlOi 0" proceed 
ing inle pendently to Cairns from Grafton Passage

(4) "WARREGO" departed Thursday Island 1154/4 for Townsville
E .T .A . 2100/6.

(5) "ARUNTA" departed Thursday Island 0753/5 for Cairns ETA 1800/6
(6) YMS.8 YMS.46 YMS.47 YMS.48 en route Noumea to Brisbane ETA 1800/6.
(7) "LATROBE" departed Cairns 1650/4 for Thursday Island ETA 2000/6.
(8) "PIRIE" "TULSA" escorting Convoy TN45 ("EMPIRE HAABLE" escorting

3 PT’ s ) dep. Cairns 1645/4 for Milne Bay ETA 1300/7.
(9) "SWAN" "KATOOMBA" escorting Convoy TN 44 ( "POKTMAR" "STAGES"

"G®?ERAL VERSPIJCK" "TI K")  deo. Townsville 1200/4 
for Port Moresby ETA 16 o/7.

(10} "VENDETTA" escorting Convoy TN46 ("TAROONA" "MAETSUYCKER )
departed Townsville zl25/5  for Port Moresby ETA 1400/7.

(11) "GOULBURN" proceeding to RV with U .S . Transport "GAPE FLATTErY "
in position 159° E . and escort to Brisbane ETA. 8 /3 .

(12) 10 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

- Warshi s & Aux. - "BALIA RAT"
Merchant Vessels: "VAN EEEPSKERK"

- Warships & Aux. : "KA PUNDA" "IIILO" 16 PT»s 
Merchant vessels: "M  RSIK" "S. JACOB"
Small craft j Aoprox. 50

- Merchant Vessels: "PAINE WINGATE" "BONTEKOE" 
Small Craft : Approx 20.

- Warships & Aux. : "ECHUCA" "BOWEN" "PLATYPUS"
8 PT»s (2 refitting)

- War ships & Aux. : "AUSTRALIA" "PHOENIX" "HOBART*
"SELFRIDGE" "PATTERSOf " rtMUG- 
FORD" "RALPH TALBOT" "BACLEY" 
"VICTORIA" " ®'RKUR".

- Warshi s & Aux. : "BROOME" "WARRAMUNGA" "YUNNAN*
(A .S. j..S . )

» War sill os & Aux* : KALGOORLIE"
- War shi s k Aux. : "FUIffON" "LITHGOW" "GEELONG" 

"WAGGA" SC.746. SC.748 "POYANG" (A .S .I .S .)  
"SUMNER" "AASE MAERSK" YP.233 YMS.9 YMS.49 
YMS.50 " *  FUNDA" (Hospital Ship) "FRED.
FUNSTON" (AP)
"SC .744)

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay

port Moresby 

Cairns 

Dunk Island

Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane

(Repairing)



(c) Proposed ■ .-oygaents:

^  (1) "KAPUNDA" escorting "FARSIK* to depart Milne Bay 1400/6 for 
^  Oro Bay ETA 1400/7

(2) "GEELONG" escorting Convoy BT41 to depart Caloundra 1500/6 for
Townsville

(3) "SELFRIDGE" to RV with *W.A* HOLBROK" in position 27 °8 l S.
157°20*E, at 06(0 /7  and escort to Brisbane.

(ii )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) Mew Georgia - The 5 barges previously reported at Vlru Harbour
unloaded on the N. shore at about 18 0 /3  and departed to the 
North at 1830. The vicinity of activities was bombed early 
a.m* 5 /5 ,
Before dawn 5/3 lights were seen off N.E. coast of Vella Lavella 
which appeared to come from four vessels moving slowly towards
the North,
At about 2100/5 two warships, probably large destroyers, were 
seen by aircraft off W. coast of Vella Lavella course 110°, 
speed 30 knots. These are trobably the units sighted Heaving 
Buin earlier. (See next paragraph),

(2) Shortl&nds •  The air strike for shipping in the Shortlands area
dawn gA  was unable to locate the target although five Libera ton 
drooped flares illuminating the area from Kahili westwards to 
Moila Point. Two other Liberators bombed Ballale as an alter
native target.
Reconnaissance a.m. 5 /3  sighted the following shipping:-

2 probably large destroyers
7 cargo vessels 
TT vessels

The two warships were underway and it was re orted fehat at 
1910, two probable irge destroyers departed Faisi on a S. 

course at high speed.
$5) Cape St. George - Reconnaissance at 112o/5 sighted one 3 ,000 ton 

cargo vessel 25 miles S. by E, of Cape St. George, course 12.
(4 ) Gasmata - Photogra hs 4/3 and 5/3 of fee aerodrome sliow work

continuing on blast bays aid dispersal lanes.
Reconnaissance aircraft sighted a possible subraarine 30 miles 

.S .W . of Gaaaata, coarse 230 at 0825/5 and at 0920, sighted 
four submarines about 40 miles E. of Gasmata course 270,
It is possible these units are enroute to the scene of the 
Lae convoy disaster to effect rescue work*

(4) Wewak - Reconnaissance at H O O /5  sighted in Wewak harbour one
destroyer or minelayer, one as dium cargo vessel. In addition 
nine aircraft were sighted on the aerodrome in approximately 
the same position as shown by the photographs previously. 
Photogra hs 5/3 show a new landing strip nearing completion, 
aboujfc 2 miles E. of Wewak*

(6) Alexishafen - Photographs 5/3 show work continuing on a dispersal 
*“ lane at Che aerodrome
(7) Lae - On 4 /3  ground observers reported 31 ZEROS on Lae aerodrome

'arid an unknown number oiff Malahang aerodrome. At daybreak and 
soon after 5 /3 , 5 Beaufightere shot up Malahang aerodrome while
9 Bostons attacked Lae aerodrome. Photographs p.m, 5/3 whow
8 serviceable fighters on Lae aerodrome.

(B) Morobe - At 072c/5 a large enemy submarine was sighted and 
— attacked by P.T. boat 6 miles N .E. of Morobe Harbour.

Three boats with 200 Japanese were located 1, the vicinity of 
and all are thought to have been liquidated by the machine guns 
and depth charges.

(9) Ga e Yard Hunt Area - Numerous life boats, rafts and barges were 
— located In’ "the area E . of Cape Ward ; unt during 5/3 mostly 

filled with Japanese and supplies. All are believed to have 
been destroyed by air attacks.

NORTH WESTERN AREA
----------- --  (i) ALLIKp FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/5:

(1) 4 sxibtaarines on patrol.
(2) "INVERELL ” escorting "WAriAKA" departed Darwin 1243/5 for

Thursday I sland
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(b) In Harbour;

Darwin - Wap* Ip* & Aux. - "CASTLEMAINE"
Merchant Vessels *"BABINDA" "BURWAH"

(ii)  ET.EMY FORCES

(1) Timpr-Tanlmbar - Reconnaissance a.m. 5/3 sighted no 
shipping at Saumlakl nor at Koepang.

SO TK ’flESTKRw AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At rea to 1 2 ;0 /5 1

(1) " ffiESTON" departed Fremantle 1000/4 for Exrnouth Gulf,
(2) “LARK” denar ted Exmouth ulf 1SOO/4 for Fremantle ETA 1300/7
(3) “TROMP" returning Fremantle after escort duty.
(4) "KANIPBLA” was due Fremantle 0600/6 from escort duty.

(b) In Barbour t

Fremantle - Wershl.s & Aux. "VAN GALEN” "DUBBO“ “GOLDSTAR"
“PELIAS” "ISABEL” “WALLAROO” 
"HORSHAM"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. "CHILDS" "WHI POOR.VILL”

EASTERIT & SO-JT BERM AREA

(1) ALLIED FORGES

(a) At :ea to 1200/5t

(1) "BUNDABERG" "MILDURA" escorting Convoy PG37 (8 MV) departing
Caloundra e/3  for Newcastle and Sydney,

(2) "ROCKHAMPTON" was to depart Sydney so as to pick up Conroy C077
off Nobby's Head at 09G0/6 "ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN" to sail with 
Sydney section (including "BUHGAREE" at 17G0/6 to join main 
co nvoy.

(3) "IIEELEY" departed Sydney 1849/5 to RV with "HELENA" in position
33 °59 'S . 155° E . at 06C0/6 and escort to Sydney ETA l63o/6

(4) "WARRNAMB00L" escorting Convoy PC 76 was to depart Port Phillip
0100/6  to RV With “Y A ' N L L E " "COLAC" escorting 
Convoy CO 76 in Wilsons Promontory area.

(5 ) "GTxP±EH Was""Ho1 RV with "Bundaberg" "Mildura" escorting Corvoy
GP37 at 013C-/6 and provide additional escort ETA Caloundra
0^00/6. ,

(6) “ADELAIDE” escorting “OTUS" departed Melbourne 1145/4 for
Fremantle ETA 12 00/9 ,

(b) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warshl S & Aux. - “VAN HEMSKERK" "LE TIOMPHANT"
"STUART" "SEEPPARTOM" "ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN" 
"KYBRA" "MORESBY" "BUNBURY" "DEL0PAINE" 
"BUHGAREE" YDG.2 "JA:.'ES O’HARA"

' (Repairing) "NEW ORLEANS" “ALHENA“ "MUSTIN" “HUGHES"
(In Reserve" "MANOORA" “WESTHALIA“

Melbourne - Warship* & Aux. "TJEHK HIDDES" "HELM" "SPRING
DALE" "WEST POINT".

(c) Proposed Movements:.

(1) "WAGGA" escorting Convo* PG37A (“VIRGINIAN" "FRANCIS LEWIS"
"KURUMBA") to depart Brisbane 1300/6 for Sydney.

(2) WEST POINT” to depart Pea*t ihillip I 6OO/ 6  for Bombay. "DOOMBA"
was to depart Port phllllp 1200/6 to carry out A/S sweep 
ahead until dash. .

(3) "HELM" escorting "NIEUW AMSTERDAM" to depart Port Phllllp 1600/6
for Welling ten



(ill r E NORCES

(1) Ncr th East Coast Australia - About midnight 4/3 there were
indications of a submarine in the vicinity of position 180 
miles N .E . of Cooktown. At 1923/5 an allied vessel obtained
contact with the submarine approximately 93 mils s N.E* of 
Brisbane but contact however was subsequently lost.

. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA
(1) AL MED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - BALERD (AVD)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) SAN DIEGO (CL) LAM SON SMITH

MEADE LA VALETTE TAYLOR PARENHOLT MAHAN LANDSDOWNE AULICK 
ANDERSON ELLETT(DD) TRACK (DM) CURTISS MACKINAC TANGIER 
DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) BREESE (DM) ALCHIBA 
ALDEBARAN (AK) ARCTIC (AP) NEOSHO ATHENE PLATTE WHIPSTOCK 
PATUXENT (AO) NAVAJO (AT) SKYLARK (AM) Yf.290 YP.516 YP.517 
YP 518

(3) At Noumea*- WASHINGTON INDIANA NORTH CAROLINA MASSACHUSETTS (BB)
SARATOGA (CV) SAN JUAN COLUMBIA (CL) MIL PHY READ DUNLAP 
CUM""'INOS PERKINS • (DD) JAMESTOWN (PG) MONTGOMERY (DM)
PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AS) WHITNEY (AD) TALAliiANCA MAJABA 
(AP) NEVILLE MERCURY FOMALHAUT CELEMO ALGORAB ARIDED CASTOR 
(AK) TRYDN (APR) SON Or A PAWNEE (AT) SUAMICO CIMARIO N (AO) 
ADROIT) KINGFISHER (AM) ARD.2 YP.239 KIWI (A/s)

(4) At ?uva - POCOMOKE (CVS) BALCH PANNING (DD) CATALPA ROSEWOOD(YN)
(5) ft Nandi - LANG (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA p G ) BOBOLI' G (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN

WAMDANK (YT) MATAI MOA GALE TUI (A/S vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) 
MENOMINEE (AT) E&SKI'E PHELPS (AO) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER 
(AG) VIREO (AM)

(7) At Vila - NEW MEXICO MARYLAND COLORADO (BE) LOUISVILLE WICHITA
(CA) SANGAMON CHENANGO (ACV) FRAZIER EDWARDS GANSEVOORT 
AARON WARD (DD) E .T . iLLEN (AP) LIBRA (AK) THORNTON (AVD) 
LACKAWANNA NESCHES U O ) RIGEL (AR) RGAMER PC.476 'C.477 
PC.479 KITTYHAWK (APV)

(8) ft Auckland - LEANDER (CL)EBONY (YN) ANTARES (AK) MOUNT VERNON
(AiJ) SOLACE (AH)

(9) Refitting - ACEIL NS (CL)
At Wellington - SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES. JACKSON PRES. HAYES RES. 

ADAMS CRESCENT CITY (Ap)
(10) At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (Sloop)

III. ENEMY PROBABLE NEXT ;0¥E.

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W .P.A . particularly
Central and Northern Solomons - North Coast New uinea—
S.W. coast Dutch New Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Possible attempt to occupy Merauke.

(3)lncreased Offensive submarine activity.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .
G « TJ . . N . W . . .A .

6 /3 /43 .



A P P E N D I X  

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

EASTERN SECTION

8” Cruisers 
6 ” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Effective

(i) Allied Forces:

AUSTRALIA
HOBART
PHOENIX
ADELAIDE
VAN HEEMSKERK

ARUNTA
WARRAMUNGA
LE TRIOMPHANT
SELFRIDGE
HELM
HENLEY
PATTERSON
RALPH TALBOT
BAGLEY
MUGFORD
STUART
VENDETTA
TJERK HIDDES

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboat s

0iler3

Non-effective

NEW ORLEANS

MANOOEA ) Qn Reserve
WESTRALIA )

GATO
GRCMLER
GUARDFISH
ALBACOKE
AMBERJiC K
GRAMPUS
GRAYBACK
GREENLING
GROUPER
NAUTILUS
SNAPPER
TRITON
TUNA
K 9
FULTON
DOBBIN
TULSA
HILO
AASE MAERSK 
BISHOPDALE 
KURUMBA 
VICTORIA

)
) At Brisbane 
)

On Patrol

At Sydney

(ii) Enemy Forces: (Truk-Jaluit-Bismsrcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force) 
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers) 
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet) 
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted A/c Carrier (XCV)
3 Auxiliary a / c Carriers (ACV)

YAMATO
MUSASHI
MUTSU
NAGATO
ZUIKAKU
ZUIHO
UNYO
1 unknown

OTAKA



t neavy cruisers (CA)

6 light cruisers (CL)

5-6 Arraed Merchant Cruisers 
Approx 27 Submarines (SS) 
Approx 40 Destroyers (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

ATAGO
TAKAO
NACHI
HAGURO
KUMANO
AOBA
ISUZB
KATORI
KASHIMA
NAGARA
01
KITAGAMI

(XCL)

MOGAMI (bel. sunk 14 /ll) 
MYOKO ) poss. sunk 
SUZI3YA) 13-14/11

CEITOSE 
AEITSUSHIMA 

5-6 Converted s/p Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3,000 tons) 
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub,Chasers, MTB*s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft
Approx 515 shore-based aircraft Incl. 113 P, 118 B, 22 f /b . 42 p /p , 

18 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

WESTERN SECTION

(1) Allied Forces;

Flotilla Leader 
Arraed Merchant Cruiser 
Destroyer 
S/P Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Submarines

TROMP 
KANIMBLA 
VAN GALEN 
HERON
(. B. PRESTON 
CHILDS 
PELIAS 
TAMBOR ) 
TABTOG ) 
THRESHER ) 
GAR )
K.12 
GRAYLINC 
GRENADIER 
GUDGEON 
TROUT

On Patrol

At Premantle

EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

(1) Allied Forces;

4 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see above)

(11) Enemy Forces;

C*s In C last, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASHIGARA
3 light cruisers (CL) KASHII NATCRI (damaged 2 l /l )

KUMA
Approx 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (CVS) N0T0R0
Approx 211 shore-based aircraft incl. 97 F, 71 B, 3 f/ b , 24 f /  P,

16 transport aircraft.



SOUTH PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-eff e c ti ve

>*
Battleships

Aircraft Carr 

Auxiliary A/c

8 ” Cruisers 

6” Cruisers

5” Cruisers 

Destroyers

(i ) Allied Forces;

INDIANA
WASHINGTON 
NORTH CAROLINA 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MARYLAND 
COLORADO 
NEW MEXICO 

iers ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA

Carriers CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE
LOUISVILLE
WICHITA
HELENA *
HONOLULU
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA 'A
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
LEANDER
SAN DIEGO &v
SAN JUAN N
50 (approx)

CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

Converted a/ c Carrier 
Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8” Cruisers

(i) Allied Forces:

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
PENNSYLVANIA
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND
NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAHEE
SALT LAKE CITY

WEST VIRGINIA 
CALIFORNIA
TEMESSEE

MINNEAPOLIS
PORTLAND
SAN FRANCISCO
PENSACOLA

CinC 1st Fleet 
6-7 Battleships (BB)

(11) Enemy Forces; (Saipan-Bonins-Formosa-Japan)

1
2

1
3

Aircraft Carrier (CV) 
Converted A/C Carriers (XCV)

Auxiliary a / c Carrier 
Heavy Cruisers (CA)

(ACV)

2 Light Cruisers (CL)

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA
HARUNA
KONGO

HAY A TAKA
IIITAKA
CIIUYO
TONE
TIKUMA
CHOKAI
ABUKDMA
SENDAI

SIIOKAKU

NISSHEN 
KAMOI

1-2 Converted s/P Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers & Gunboats (DD & PG) 
Approx 27 Submarines (SS)



D. NORTHERN PACIFIC AREA

8 ” Cruiser 
6 ” Cruisers

(i) Allied Forces^

INDIANAPOLIS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

Effective Non-effective

10 Destroyers
10 Submarines

CinC 5th Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL)

(ii) Enemy Forces: (N.Honshu-Kuriles-Aleutians)

TAMA
KISO

E.

2-3 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)

SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

(i) Allied Forces:

6 11 Cruisers CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8" Cruisers

7 .5 "  Cruisers

6W Cruisers

(I) Allied Forces:

WARSPITE
RESOLUTION

*  RAMILLIES 
REVENGE

* ROYAL SOVEREIGN 
x ILLUSTRIOUS

ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE 

x GEORGIOS AVEROFF (Greek) 
HAWKINS

Armed Merchant Cruisers

A.A. Ship
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

*  GLASGOW
*  EMERALD
*  DANAS 

DURBAN 
CARADOC

FROBISHER 
MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA 
BIRMINGHAM 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
ARETHUSA 
CERES 
DAUNT IE SS 

x DRAG CM 
CAPETOWN

*  CALEDON 
35 SUMATRA (Dutch) 

ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE 

x CORFU 
CHITRAL 
RANPURA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE 

x CARLISLE

x Note: No recent intelligence.
location uncertain#

Present

( i i ) Enemy Forces:

Approx 3 Submarines

4 —



MOST SECRET

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN HAVA ACTIVITY

7th March,1943

I. DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

1 . NORT} EASTERN AREA

(1

(2

(3

(4

(5

(6

(7
(8

(9

(10

(11

(12

(13

(14

(15

(16

)

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 1 200/ 7 :

"BENDIGO” departed Port Moresby 1626/6 to RV with "S.JACOB" 
in position 10°24 'S , 150°45*E at 1600/7 and escort 
to Oro Bay ETA 1400/8.

"KAPUHDA" escorting "KARSIK" departed Milne Bay 1310/6 for 
Oro Bay ETA 1400/7.

"LATROEE" which was due 1400/6 at Thursday Island was to 
depart Thursday Island 0800/7 escorting "DAKVEL" 
for Darwin ETA 1630/10.

"WILCANNIA" escorting "ALAGNA" departed Darwin 1041/3 for 
Thursday Island ETA 1030/8,

"BALLARAT" escorting "VAN HEEMSKERK" was to depart Milne 
Bay 1455/6 for Townsville ETA 0700/10.

"GLENELG" escorting Convoy PC2 ("YOCHOW" for To* sville,
"BAN HONG LioM'* x W  Cairns).

" SELFRIDGE" escorting "VST.A.HOLBROOK" to Brisbane.
YMS.8 YMS.46 YMS.47 YMS.48 due Brisbane 1400/6 from 

Noumea.
"PIRIE" "TULSA" escorting Convoy TN45 ("EMPIRE HAfffiLE" escorting 

3 PT's) dep. CairnsTTB4fe/l“ For Milne Bay ETA 1300/7.
"SWAN" "KATOOMBA" escorting Convoy TN44 ("PORTMAR" "STAGEN" 

"GENERAL VERSPIJCK" "tlMEM dep. Townsville 1200/4 
for Port Moresby ETA 1600/7.

"VENDETTA" escorting Convoy TN46 ("TAROONA" "MAETSUYCKER")
departed TownsvriaeHSTSte/s for Port Moresby ETA 1400/7.

"GOULBURN" proceeding to RV with U .S. Transport "CAPE FLATTERY" 
and escort to Brisbane ETA 8 /3 ,

"SUMNER" "SC.746" departed Brisbane I 6I 0 /6  for Townsville 
ETA 1115/9.

"GEELOHG" escorting Convoy BT41 was to depart Caloundra 
2330/6 for fownsville.

"LITHGOW" escorting Convoy BT42 ("CARLISLE" "WEST CACTUS" 
"KOOLIGA"; was to depart Caloundra 2330/6.

"GYMPIE" escorting " SWARTENUONDT" departed Brisbane 1918/6 
for Townsville ETA 1930/9.

10 submarines on patrol.

(b) In  Harbours

Oro Bay 
Milne Beg

Warships $  Aux.
’ar ships & Aux. - ">VHYALLA" "HILO" 16 PT's 
Small Craft - Approx 50 

Port Moresby - Merchant Vessels s "PAINE WINGATE" "BONTEKOE"
"ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" "JASON LEE" "WILLIS VAN 
DEVENTER"

Small Craft - Approx 20 
Warships & Aux. - "ARUNTA" "ECHUCA" "BOWEN"

"PLATYPUS" 8 PT*s (2 refitti 
Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "PHOENIX" "HOBART 

"PATTERSON" "MUGFORD" "RALPH TALBOT" "BAGLEY 
"VICTORIA1' "MERKUR"

Warships & Aux. - "WARRAMUNGA" "WARREGO" "BROOD/
"YUNNAN" (A .S .I .S )

Warships & Aux. - "KALGOORLIE"
Warships & Aux. - "FULTON" "SC .748" "POYANG" (/ 

"AASE MAERSK" YP.233 YMS.9 YMS.49 YMS.5C 
"MANUNDA" (Hospital Ship) "FRED.FUNSTON" (J 
"SC. 744"

Cairns 

Dunk Island

Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane

(Repairing)
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(ii) ENEMY FORCES

4  (1) Tular 1 - During night 5-6/3 enemy aircraft raided Tulagi 
^  killing 2 and wounding 11.

(2) New C-e.orgla - Continued "enemy, barge activity is reported
5*6/5 thus I-

Japs and supplies landed from 2 barges Egelo 
(Kendova Is .)  5/o%

Barge hidden Joroveto (E.coast vella Lamella) 
dawn 5 /3 ;

Barge burnt Veila Gulf a.m. 5 /3 ;
Barge located Lambu Laaftm Cove (E.coast Vella 

Lavella) 6 /3 ,

Munda airfield and Vila Plantation area were heavily 
bombarded by Soupac surface units and aircraft before and 
after dawn 6/3 resulting in large fires at Vila and absolute 
unserviceability of the Munda airfield.

The two warships, described as light cruisers reported 
yesterday 6/3 to be west of Vella Lavella proceeding SE, were 
intercepted by surface units after midnight 5-6 /3  in Kula 
Gulf and sunk. (see Naval Incidents)

(3) Shor11 ands - A special search 5/3 reported the following vessels
in B u i n - Faisi area -

2 large cruisers
6 cargo vessels (including 1 small)
H

““ Reconnaissance a.m. 6/3 sighted the following 3hips in 
the area - 2 destroyer>s

V cargo vessels (1 large, 3 medium 3 small)
Total

Kahili and BallsL e were heavily bombed by Liberators 
co-ordinated with the surface attack on Vila and Munda reported 
in p* evious Para.

(4) Solomons Aircraft - Photos 5 /3  show -
Kahili - 14 fighters, 2 bombers
Ballale - Nil.
Falsi - 5 Sero f / p , (coverage incomplete)
Munda » 2 fighters, 1 bomber
Vila ~ -
Buka - 3 figjaters, 3 bombers

24 " 6 "
Photos 6/3 show - 

Kahili 54 fighters, 2 bombers
Ballale 6 fighters
Falsi 9 Zero f / ps

Munda 5 fighters, 2 bombers
Vila
B W  fighters bombers
Buka apparently noT^covered,

(5) Kieta - A cargo vessel was sighted at Kieta a.m. 6 /3 ,
Eorengau - Reconnaissance at noon 6/3  reported 2 small 100 ft ,

vessels only, one in Lorengau Harbour and one off Manus Is,
No aircraft were reported on the aerodrome.

Photos 6/3 show the runway as probably serviceable,
(7) Mubo “ Patrols contacted 3/3 an enemy force estimated to be at

40-50 between Guadagasal and the Saddle. Guadagasal - Mubo 
area was bombed and strafed p.m. 6/ 3 ,

(8 ) Morobe - The Warla River Mouth area was bombed and strafed by
Bostons a.m. 6 /3 .

(9) Goode nou i|h I si and - Enemy aircraft, probably one medium bomber,
dropped 6 bombs in the area off Vivigani (inland from east 
coast near Watutu Point) at IO30/ 5 .

(10) Solomon Sea - Aircraft reported three enemy submarines sighted
shea? tly before or after noon 6/3 in the Qasmata - Cape Ward 
Hunt area.

(11) Submarine Activity - Indications 5-6/3 show the following -
3 in Bismarck Sea (2 in the W. and 1 in the E. section)
4-5, all in W. Solomons Sea area
2 in the Milne Bay area and/or S. of Louislade Archipelago.



2. NORTH .VESTMIN AlvEA

(a) At Sea to 1200/7:

(1) "CASTLEMAINE" escorting "BABINDA" dep, Darwin 0800/6 for
Wyndham ETA p.m. 7 /3 ,

(2 )" INVERELL" escorting "WANAKA" departed Darwin 1243/5 for
Thursday Island.

(3) 4 submarines on patrol,

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin - Merchant Vessels: "BURWAH"

(ii)  ENEMY FORCES

(1) Darwin - An enemy reconnaissance aircraft was over the 
Darwin area a.m. 6/3*

(1) ALLIED FORCES

3 . SOUTH WESTERN AiiEA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/7:

(1) "LARK* departed Exmouth Gulf 1500/4 for Fremantle ETA
1300/7.

(2) "CHILDS'* departed Exmouth Gulf 1655/6 for Fremantle.

(b) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships h Aux. - "TROMP" "KANIMBLA" "VAN GALEN"
"DUEBO" "GOLDSTAR" "PELIAS" "ISABEL" "WALLARO 
"HORSHAM"

Exmouth Gulf ~ Warships & Aux. - " ERE SON* "WHIPPOORWILL"

4. EASTERN g- SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/7:

(1) "BUNDABERG" "MILDURA" escorting Convoy PG37 departed
Caloundra 1225/6 for Newcastle 1’tA 2359/8 and 
Sydney ETA 0400/9.

(2) "WAGGA" escorting Convoy PG37A ("VIRGINIAN" "FRANCIS LEWIS"
"KURUl.iBA")' Was to depart Brisbane 1700/d for Sydney.

(3) "ROCKHAMPTON" "ABRAHAM CKYNSSEN" escorting Convoy C077
(Including "BUNGAREE").

(4) "LE TRIOMPHANT" "HENLEY" escorting "NEW ORLEANS" were to
depart Sydney 0700/7. To provide escort for two 
days. On completion, "HENLEY" to proceed Brisbane; 
"LE TRIOMPHANT" to return Sydney. "NEW ORLEANS" en 
route U .S.

(5) "HELM" escorting "NIETJW AMSTERDAM" departed Melbourne 1315/6.
To RV with "GRAYSON" in position 39°34*S, 159°E at 
0800/8. "GRAYSON" to escort "NIEUW AMSTERDAM" from 
this position to Wellington ETA 0700/10. After 
being relieved, "HELM" to proceed Palm Island ETA 
0700/12.

(6) "YANDRA" " TOWNSVILLE" "WARRNA.fiBOOL" escorting Convoy 0C76
for Port Kembla, Sydney and Newcastle.

(7) "STUART" escorting "JAMES 0 THARA" was to depart Sydney
0930/7 for Brisbane.



(b) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warshios & Aux. - "VAN HEEMSKERK" "SHEPPARTON"
"KYBRA" 8H0RESBY" "BUNBURY" "DEL OR AI ME" YDG.2 

(Repairing) "BELEM” "ALHENA" "MUSTIN" "HUGHES"
(In Reserve) "MANOORA" "WESTRALIA"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "TJERK HIDDES" "SPRINGDALE"
"DOOMBA" "COLAC"

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) AILIED FORCES

(1) At V&nlkoro - THORNTON (AVD)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) SAN DIEGO (CL) LAMSON SMITH

MEADE LA VALETTE TAYLOR FARENHOLT LANSDOWNE AULICK 
ANDERSON ELLETT (DD) TRACK BREESE (DM) CURTISS 
TANGIER (CVS) DIXIE (AD) FYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) ALCHIBA 
ALDEBARAN (AK) ARCTIC (AF) NEOSHO ATHENE PLATTE 
WHIPSTOCK PATUXENT (AO) NAVAJO (AT) SKYLARK (AM) YP.290 
YP. 516 YP.517 YP. 518

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA NORTH CAROLINA MASSACHUSETTS (BB]
SARATOGA (CV) SAN JUAN COLUMBIA (CL) MURPHY READ DUNLAP 
CUMMINGS PERKINS (DD) JAMESTOWN (PG) MONTGOMERY (DM) 
PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AS) WHITNEY (AD) TALAMANCA 
MAJABA (AP) NEVILLE MERCURY POMALHAUT ALGORAB ARIDED 
CASTOR (AK) TRYON (APH) SONOMA PAWNEE (AT) SUAMICO 
CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT KINGFISHER (AM) ARD.2 YP.23 9 
KIWI (A/S Vessel^ . .

(4) At Suva - POCOMOKE (CVS) BALCH FAMING (DD) ROSEWOOD CATALPA (YN)
(5) At Nandi - "LANG (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (AM) LOCUST

BUTTERNUT (YN) WAMDANK (YT) MATAI MOA GALE TUI (A/S 
vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AG)

(7) At Vila - NEW MEXICO MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) LOUISVILLE
WICHITA (CA) CHENANGO SANGAMON SUWANNEE (ACV) FRAZIER 
EDWARDS GANSEVOORT AARON WARD RENSHAW EATON PHILIP (DD) 
H.T.ALLEN (AP) LIBRA (AK) LACKAWANNA NESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR 
ROAMER PC.476 PC.477 PC.479 KITTYHAWK (APV)

(8 ) At Auckland - LEANDER (CL) EBONY (YN) AN TARES (AK) MOUNT VERNON (AP
SOLACE (AH)

Refitting - ACHILLES (CL)
(9) At Wellington - SHELDRAKE (AM) RES.JACKSON PRES.HAYES

PRES.ADM S CRESCENT CITY (AP)
(10) At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (Sloop)

(ii)  ENEMY FORCES

Enemy high level bombers unsuccessfully attacked two 
allied vessels en route Guadalcanal to Noumea at noon 
5 /3 .

I I .  NAVAL INCIDENTS

Vila-Munda - Shortly after midnight 5-6/3, a Soupac Task
Force en route to bombard enemy positions at Vila Plantation 
area and Munda airfield, intercepted and sank In Kula Gulf 
the two warships (ligjit cruisers or more probably large^ 
destroyers of "TERUT3UKI" class) reported to have left Falsi 
at 19lo/5 and sighted west of Vella Lavella course 110° at 
about 2100/5. One of the enemy warships was sunk within 3 
minutes. The other was set on fire within 20 minutes and 
left in such a condition that it is believed to have sunk*

One sroup of the Task Force consisting of three 
"MONTPELLIER^ class light cruisers with 3 destroyers pro
ceeded to shell Vila airfield aided by a spotting Catalina.
A large fire was started and guns were silenced. The other 
group, of 4 destroyers, shelled the Munda airfield*

«* 4 «*



After daybreak, an aircraft carrier group of
69 planes including fighters and bombers, operating from 
Henderson Field , strongly attacked Munda. Hie a irfield  
was reported absolutely unserviceable as a result of the 
shelling.

Co-ordinated with the bombardment by surface craft
5 Liberators bombed Kahili and 3 Ballale.

Our forces suffered no material damage.

I I I .  ENEMY'S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions
S .W .P .A . particularly Central and 
Northern Solomons - North coast New 
Guinea - S.W . coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Possible attempt to occupy Merauke.

(3) Increased offensive submarine activity.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .
'fT'Tf'Ti-- '■■■»' ’>'■ "B T""
• » li- «  ... a  tj O  •  ti m
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A P P E N D I X  

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

. SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

• EASTERN SECTION

8 W Cruisers 

6 ” Cruisers

Arrrs©d Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

(ij

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Oilers

Effective

Allied  Forces:

AU STR& IA 
NEW o r l e a : s  
HOBART
PHOENIX
VAN HEEMSKKRK

ARUHTA 
WARRAMUNGA 
LE TRIOMPHANT
s e l f r id g e

HELM
HENLEY
PATTERS) N
RALPH TALBOT
BAGLEY
MUGFORD
STUART
VENDETTA
T JERK IIIDD1S
GATO )
GROWLER ) At Brisbane
GUARDFISH)
EL BACORE )
AMBER JAG'
GRAMPUS 
GRAYBACK -)
GREENLING )On Patrol 
GBD UPER )
NAUTILUS )
SNAPPER )
TRITON

Non-effective

HELENA

MAT OORA ) 
WESTRAL IA)On 
MUSTIN 
HUGHES

Reserve

)
TUNA )
K*9
FULTON
DOBBIN
TULSA
HILO
AASE MAERSK 
BISHOPDALE
KURUMBA
VICTORIA

At Sydney

(i i )  Enemy Forces: (Truk-Jaluit-Bisraarcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force) 
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers) 
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet) 
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted A/C Carrier (XCV)
3 Auxiliary a/ c Carriers (ACV)

YAMATO
MUSA SHI
MUTSU
NAGATO
ZUIKAKU
ZUIHO
UNYO
1 unknown

OTAKA
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6 hsavy cruisers (CA) ATAGO
TAKAO 
iiAcni
HAG U HO 
KUMANO 
AO BA

6 l i $ i t  cruisers (CL) ISUZU
KATORI 
KASHIMA 
NAGARA 
01
KITAGAMI

5-6 Am ed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
Approx.27 submarines (33)
Approx 40 Destroyers (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS) CHITOSE

AK I TSUSHIMA
5-6 Converted s/p  Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine Tenders 
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 5 ,0 00  tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, T B 's , Gunboats, patrol Craft 
Approx.510 shore-based aircraft in c l .110 F , 118 B, 22 f / b , 42 f / p ,

18 Gbsn. or transport aircraft.

WESTERN SECTION
(I )  Allied Forces?

ADELAIDE
TR3 MP 
KMIMBLA 
VAN GALEN
HERON
S .B . PRESTON 
CHILDS 
PELIAS
TAMBOR )
TA TOG ) On Patrol
THRESHER)
GAR )
K .l£  )
GRAYLING )
GRENADIER) At Fremantle
GUDGEON )
TR) UT )

EAST I DIES - I ILIPPL ES
( i ) Allied Forces?

4 submarines on patrol stat ors in China Sea or 8EI area (seeabove)

( i i )  Enemy Forces?

C 1s in C last, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet 
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASHIGARA
3 light cruisers (CL) KAS.'II KATORI (damaged ai/l )

KUMA
Approx 16 destroyers (DD)
A prox 7 submarines (S3)
1 Seaplane Ca-rier (CVS) H0T0R0
A dd ‘ox. 211 sl-ore-based aircraft incl. 97 F , 71 B, 3 f / b , 24 f / p ,

16 transport aircraft.

6* Cruiser
Flotilla  Leader
Armed Merchant Cruiser
Destroysr
S /p  Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Submarines

MOGAMI (Bel.sunk 14 /11 ) 
M YOKO ) Poss. sunk 
SU2UYA) 13-14/11



6 heavy craissra (CA) 

%

6 llgbt cruls rs (CL)

6-6 Arsed erchant Cruisers (XCL) 
Approx.27 submarines (SS)
Approx 40 estropers (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

ATAQO
TAKA0
KACHI
HAGUaD 
raKAMO 
AD BA
ISJ5ZIJ 
KATORI 
XASHIMA 

AGAR A 
01
KITACrA I

C ■ IT03T 
AK ITS ;81 IMA

MOQABX (^el.sunk 14/11)
!  YOKO ) ?oss. sunk 
SUZUTA) 13-14/11

5-6 Converted s/p Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 merchant Ships (over 3 ,0 00  tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub .Chasers, TB*s, Gunboats, atrol Craft 
Approx.310 shore-based aircraft Incl. 110 P , 118 B, 22 f / b , 42 P /? ,

18 Ofcsn. or transport aircraft.

WE3TBKK SECTION

6" Cruiser
Flotilla  leader
Armed Merchant Cruiser
Destroyer
S /p  Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Submarines

(I)  Allied Forces;

ADELAIDE
m  a?
KM  IMBLA 
VA5 GALEN 
HEHOH
3 .B . HESTOM 
C5.ILDS 
PELIAS 
TAS4B0R )
TA TOG ) 
THRESHER)
GAK )
& .l£

On Patrol

)
GRAYLING )
GRENADIER) At Fremantle
GUDGEON )
tr; ur )

.EAST 1 VIMS - 11ILIPPH  MS........... ... .... ..... ......
Jfw  (1) Allied Forces;

4 submarines on patrol stat ons In China Sea or 8EI area ( see above)

( i i )  Snetay Forces;

C'a in C last, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet 
1 heav0 c n is e r  (CA) A S''TO A HA
3 light cruisers (CL) KA3i.II IIATORI (damaged 2l/l)

KTJMA
Approx 16 destro;>ers (DD)
Approx 7 submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Ca rrier (CVS) HOTORO
App -ox. £11 s..ore-based aircraft In c l . 97 F , 71 B , 3 f / b , 24 F /p ,

16 transport aircraft.

2 -



B. SO uTE PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

Battleships

»

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary A /c Carriers

8 ” Cruisers 

6 " Cruisers

t

C.

5” Cruisers 

Destroyers

CENTAL PACIFIC AREA 

Battleships

Converted A /c Carrier 
Auxiliary A/c Carriers

8 n Cruisers

CinC 1st Fleet 
6-7 Battleships (BB)

( I ) Allied Forces?

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
NORTH CAROLINA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO
NEW MEXICO
ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA
CHEH&NGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE
LOUISVILLE
WICHITA

ACHILLES

.1 I

I

1 Aircraft Carrier (0$
2 Converted A/c Carriers (XCV)

1 Auxiliary A/c Carrier (ACV)
3 Heavy Cruisers (CA)

2 Light Cruisers (CL)

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

HONOLULU 
ST, LOUIS 
MASEVILLE 
COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MONTPELLIER 
DENVER 
LEAKDER 
SAG DIEGO
sak  j n «
50 (approx)

( ! )  Allied Forces*

IDAHO
EISSISSIPPI 
FENISYLYANIA 
KEVADA 
LONG ISLAND 
NASSAU 
ALTAMAHA 
COPAKEE
SAEL’LAKE- CITY MINNEAPOLIS

PORTLAND
SAN FRANCISCO
PENSACOLA

(11) Enemy Forces; (Saipan-Bonins-Formosa-Japan)

ISE
FUSO

i YAMA3HIR0
EYUGA 
HARUNA 
KONGO

WEST VIRGINIA 
CiL I PORN IA
TENNESSEE

SEIOKAKU
HAYATAKA
HIT AKA
CHUTO
TONE
TIXUMA
CHOKAI
ABUKUMA
SENDil

UISSHIN 
KAMO I

1-2 Converted S/p  Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx. 30 Destroyers and Gunboats (DD & PG) 
Approx 27 Submarines (SS)
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D. NOBLER I; PACIFIC AKEA Effective Non-effective

8 ” Cruisers 
C-R Cruisers

.i

U

$ 10 Destroyers
* 10 Submarines 
r
t
i
» CinC 5th Fleet 
;2 light cruisers (CL)

(i) Allied Forces;

INDIANAPOLIS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

(ii )  Enemy Forces; (N. HONSIFJ-Kuriles-Aleutian s )

2-3 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL) 
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)

TAMA 
XI SO

E . SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

6 ” Cruisers

F, INDIAN GCEAi, AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 n Cruisers

7 .5 "  Cruisers

6 ” Cr -isers

(i) Allied. Forces:

CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

(i) Allied Forces:

it GLASGOW
*  EMERALD
*  DANAE

DURBAN
CARADOC

If

i!
$ \ Armed Merchant Cruisers

•f I

, A.A. Ship
. f Approx* 27 De s tro y»r s"ir'jr'’ w-a.#

% » > A p p r o x . 9 Submarines
*  Note:

WARSPITE 
RESOLUTION

*  RAMILLIES 
REVENGE

x ROYAL SOVEREIGN
*  ILLUSTRIOUS 

ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE

*  GEORGI S AVEROFF (Greek) 
HAWKINS
FROBISHER 
MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA 
BIRMINGHAM 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
ARETIIUSA 
CERES 
DAUNTLESS

*  DRAGON 
CA vETOWN

*  CALEDON
*  SUMATRA (Dutch 

ALA1NIA 
CARTHAGE

*  CORFU 
CHITRAL 
HAHPURA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

*  CARLISLE

No recent intelligence.
Present location uncertain.

(i i )  Energy Forces:

Appr ox. 5 Submari ne s



MOST SECRET

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC fe INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY
v

8th March,1945

I .  pis:-)8iriors ALiiLL : •- •/-v, ■-•q :c --s

SOUTH >VEST PACIFIC AREA 

1 . NORTI EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /8 :

(1) "BENDIGO” escorting "S . JACOB” to Oro Bay ETA 1400 /8 .
(2) ”LATROBE” escorting "DARVEL” departed Thursday Island

0932/7 for Darwin ETA 1630/10.
(5) "INVERELL" escorting "w'ANAKA" dep. Darwin 1243/5  for 

Thursday Island.
(4) "WILCANNIA" escorting "ALAGNA" departed Darwin 1041/3

for Thursday Is . was due 1050 /8 .
(5) "BALLARAT” escorting "VAN HEEMSKERK” from Milne Bay to

Grafton Passage. "BALLARAT" to proceed Cairns 
for boiler cleaning ETA p.m. 9 /3 . "VAN HEEMSKERK" 
to proceed independently to Townsville.

(6) "GLENELG" escorting Convoy PC2 ("YOCHOW" for Townsville,
"BAN HONG LI0NG, , fo r C a ir n s ) to Grafton Passage 
ETA 1500 /8 . After clearing Grafton Passage 
"GLENELG" to proceed Cairns for boiler cleaning.
Convoy to proceed Independently.

(7) "ARUMTA" was due Tom sville 0V£0/8 from Cairns.
(8) "MERKUR" was due Cairns a.m. 8 /3  from Dunk Island,
(9) "SELFRIDGE" escorting "W.A.HOLBROOK" to Brisbane.

(10) "PATTERSON" (CTP44) to depart Dunk Island 2200 /8 . Due
Lowry Passage p.m. 9 /3 .

(11) "SUMNER" "S C .746" departed Brisbane 1610/6  for Townsville
ETA 1115 /9 .

(12) "GOULBURN" proceeding to RV with U .S . Transport "CAPE FLATTERY"
and escort to Brisbane.

(13) "CEELONG" escorting Convoy BT41 ("HENRY DEARBORN" "DAVID
BUSHNELL" "HE&RY D.TJtiOREAU" for Townsville) departed 
Caloundra 1133 /7 . "GEELONG" to part company at 
Whitsunday Passage.

(14) "LITHGOW" escorting Convoy BT42 ("CARLISLE" "'.VEST(ACTUS" for
Town sv ille , "ROOLlGA m for Bowen) dep. Caloundra 
1059 /7 . "LITHGOW" to part company at Whitsunday 
Passage.

(15) "GYMPIF." escorting " SWARTENHGNDT" departed Caloundra 1045 /7 .
"GYMPIE" to part company at Whitsunday Passage.

(16) 10 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbor r :

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay

Port Moresby -

Cairns 

Dunk Island

Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels* 
Warships & Aux. -

Merchant Vessels: 
Small Craft 
Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels:

"KAPUNDA"
"KARSIK"
"WHYALLA" "PIRIE" "TULSA" 
"ITILO" 19 PT's 
"EMPIRE HAMBLE"
Approx 50 

"VENDETTA" "SWAN" "KATOOMBA"
__________  "PAINE WINGATE" "BONTEKOE"

"JASON LEE" "WILLIS VAN DEVENTER" "TIME" 
"STAGEN" "PORTMAR" "MAETSUYCKER" "TAROONA" 
"GENERAL VERSPIJCK"

Small Craft - Approx 20
- Warships & Aux. - "ECHUCA" "BOWEN" "PLATYPUS"

8 PT's (2 refitting)
- Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "PHOENIX" "HOBART"

wPATTERSON" "MUGFORD" "RALPH TALBOT" "BAGLEY" 
"VICTORIA"



Townsville - Warships &  Aux. - "WARRAMUNGA” "V5ARREG0" "BROOME”
"YUNNAN" (A .S .I .S )

Maryborough - Warships & Aux. - "KALGOORLIE”
Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "FULTON” "S C .748" "AASE MAERSK"

"FREDERICK FUNSTON” "MANUNDA" (Hospital Ship) 
"POYANG” (A .S .I .S )  YP .233, YMS.8 YMS.9 YMS.46 
YMS.47 YMS.48 YMS.49 YMS.50 

(Repairing) "S C .744”

(c) Proposed Movements;

(1) "KATOOMBA" escorting "PAINE WINGATE" to depart Port Moresby 
8 /3 .  "PAINE WINGATE" to proceed to Portland Road 
escorted by "KATOOuEBA" until 2200/8 when "KATOOMBA"
Is to return Port Moresby.

(ii )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) Russell I s .  ■ The enemy ma^e their first raid on U .S . positions
on tiussell Is . at 1347/6  with 12 dive-bombers escorted by 25 
Zero*s. One man was killed and 12 injured and light material 
damage effected. A small fighter patrol shot down 4 enemy 
dive-bombers plus probably one more. Two of our patrol aircraft 
encountered sowe of the Zero’ s and shot one down.

(2) Hekata _BaZ - At 1925/7  4 aircraft and 4 launches were seen in
Rekata Bay,

(3) New Georgia - Enemy barge activity continues connected with
observation posts and foraging parties,

Short lands - No shipping could be found by air strike before 
dawn 7/S  and as alternative targets Kahili and Ballale were 
bombed.

Reconnaissance a.m . 7 /3  sighted the following vessels 
in the Buin - Falsi area -

2 destroyers
5 cargo vessels

(5) Kieta » The cargo vessel at Kieta sighted 6 /3  was attacked before
dawn 7 /3  by a Liberator with unobserved results. Reconnaissance 
a.m. 7 /3  reported the vessel still  at Kieta.

(6 ) Buka - A ground observer reports that 4 destroyers arrived at
Buka Passage 5 /3  from the SE via the E.coast Bougainville.
The fact that these vessels have not been reported by aerial 
reconnaissance indicates that they did not stay long.

Reconnaissance a.m . 7 /3  reported a small cargo vessel 
in Buka Passage.

(7) Rabaul - Reconnaissance at about noon 7 /3  sighted approximately
70 vessels in Rabaul Harbour. In addition, 4 unclassified 
vessels were seen approximately 20 miles north of Rabaul course 
330° probably heading for Kavieng*

Photos of the above reconnaissance show - 
Shipping 9 destroyers

2 probable destroyer tenders 
1 minelayer 

13 large merchant vessels } (  \
33 medium merchant vessels

5 small merchant vessels 
Total BB-

Numerous small harbour craft are also visible .
No actual estimate of tonnage has been received but j 

It  is thought that the total tonnage of merchant vessels 
would probably be In the neighbourhood of and perhaps slightly 
less than 300 ,000  tons.
Aircraft: LakunaI - 63 fighters, 15 bombers

Vunakanau - 6 fighters, 42 bombers
In Harbour - 2 floatplanes 

Work continues on dispersal areas at Lakunai and on 
the aerodrome generally at Vunakanau,

(8) Wewak - A ground patrol reports 5 /3  extensive work on an aerodrome
at But (30 miles WNW Wewak), a road being built from ffevak to 
But. Another now aerodrome at Dajur (21g miles NW Wewak).

(9) Bogia (75 miles NW Madang) - Reconnaissance at 1050/7  sighted
and unsuccessfully attacked an 8 ,000  ton cargo vessel In 
Stephan Strait (between mainland and Vulcan I s . )  on course 90°#
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Madang - Reconnaissance 7 /3  sighted 5-7 small boats in Madang 
Haroour,

Finschhafen - Reconnaissance 0845/7 reported that tomb craters 
on the runway had not been filled  in.

Lae-Finscbhafen Coast - A reconnaissance report p.m. 7 /3  
indicates that villages on this coastal strip ha^e been 
moved « mile to a mile inland,

Mubo - Enemy positions in the Guadagasal Saddle area were 
attacked a,m . 7 /3  by 6 Bostons,

Goodenouah Island - An enemy aircraft, probably on reconnaissance, 
was shot down off Goodenough I s .  a .m , 6 /3 ,

At 1515 /6 , 9 enemy bombers escorted by 15 Zero*s 
attacked Vivigani area without inflicting damage or casualties. 

At 2030 /7 , an enemy landing is reported to have been 
made on the north coast of Goodenough Island In the vicinity 
of the potential landing strip at Wataluma. Reports to date 
are very vague and no assessment of the size of the landing 
party has been made although native sources report that 
Japanese landed from one large ship.

The possibility exists that a large barge or launch, 
a survivor of the unsuccessful Lae Convoy, has taken 
advantage of prevailing winds and running on a SE course, 
has landed on Goodenough Island,

Submarine Activity - On 6 /3  only 2 submarines were Indicated 
In the Central and Western Solomon Sea. One was located
6-7/3 In the vicinity of China Strait with possibly another 
further to the 3E. One was located 6 /3  south of the Louisiades 
and another in the vicinity of Osprey Reef,

NORTH WESTERN AREA

(I)  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1 20 0 /8 :

(1) 4 submarines on pitrol.

(b) in Harbour:

Darwin - Merchant Vessels: "BURWAH"
Wyndham - Worships & Aux. - " C A3TLEMAINE "

Merchant Vessels:- "BABINDA"

(i i )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) Merauke, - One enemy floatplane dropped a bomb at Merauke at
rOSS/7, The aircraft approached from the IW and departed 
in the same direction.

(2) Kai Is . - a.m . 7 /3  Toeal was bombed and strafed by 3 Hudsons
and Hi B .25 * s . Ho shipping or aircraft wa3 sighted,

(3) Darwin - At 1125/7  an enemy reconnaissance aircraft was shot
down into the sea off Darwin.

SOUTH ASTERN AREA

(I)  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Q 0 /8 :

(1) “CHILDS" departed Exmouth Gulf 1655/6 for Fremantle.
(2) "VAN GALEN" escorting "GOLD STAR" departed Fremantle 0939 /7 .

"VAN GiL EN" to provide escort until approx 1200 /8 .
"GOLD STAR" to proceed Melbourne.

(3) "ADELAIDE" escorting "OTUS" from Sydney to Premantle ETA
1200 /9 .

(b) In  Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "TROMP" "KANIMBLA" "DUBBO" "PELIAS
"ISABEL" "WALLAROO" "HORSHAM" "LARK"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux* - "PRESTO*" "WHIPPOORWILL"

(10 ) 

>  (11) 

(12)

(13)

(14)

(15)



4 . EASTERN &  SOUTHER! AREA

^  (i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /8 :

(1) '‘BUNDABERG" "MILDURA" escorting Convoy PG37 departed
Caloundra 1225/6 for Newcastle arid Sydney.

(2) "WAGOA" escorting Convoy P037A ("VIRGINIAN" "FRANCIS LEWIS"
"KURUMBA”") departed Caloundra 0820/7  for Sydney 
ETA 0400 /9 .

(3) "ROCKHAMPTON" "ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN" escorting Convoy C077
(including "BUNGAREE").

(4) "LE TRIOMPHANT" "HENLEY" escorting "NEW ORLEANS" departed
Sydney 0731 /7 . To pt*ovida escort for two days. On 
completion, "HENLEY" to proceed Brisbane ETA 0930 /l0 . 
"LE TRIOMPHANT" to return Sydney. "NEW ORLEANS" en 
route U .S .

(5) "DELORAINE" "BUNBURY" were ordered to proceed Broken Bay at
1501 /7 .
(Note: "DELORAINE" "BUNBURY" were despatched to

carry oixt A/s sweep and i f  possible locate 
"ZANE GREY" and escort to Sydney. At 1501/7  "ZANE 
GREY" was arriving at Sydney Heads and "DELORAINE" 

"BUNBURY" were ordered to proceed Broken Bay.)
(6) "HELM" escorting KIEUW AMSTERDAM" departed Melbourne 1315/6*

Was to RV with ’GRAYSON" in position 39°34»S , 159°E • 
at 0800 /8 . "GRAYSON" to escort "NIEUW AMSTERDAM" from 
this oosition to Wellington ETA 0700/10. On re lie f , 
"HELM" to proceed Palm Island ETA 0700 /l2 .

(7) "YANDRA" "TOWNSVILLE" "WARRNAMBOOL" escorting Convoy 0C76
for Port Kembla, Sydney and Newcastle*

(8) "STUART" escorting "JAMES O ’HARA" dep. Sydney 0947/7 for
Brisbane. ETA Caloundra 0400 /9 .

(b) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - " VAN HEEMSKERK" "SHEPPARTON"
"KYBRA" "MORESBY" YDG.2 

(Repairing) "HELENA" "ALHENA" "MUSTIN" "HUGHES"
(In Reserve) "MANOQRA" "WE3TRALIA"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "TJERK HIDDES"i" SPRINGDALE"
"D00:.iBA"

(Reoairing) "COLAC"

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Espiritu Danto - ENTER HI ISE (CV) SAN DIEGO (CL) LAM SON SMITH

MEADE LA VALETTE TAYLOR FARENHOLT LANDSDOWNE AULICK 
ANDERSON ELLETT (DD) BREESE (DM) CURTISS TANGIER (CVS) 
ATHENE (ACV) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) ALCHIBA 
ALDEBARAN (All) ARCTIC (AF) NEOSHO PLATTE WHIPSTOCK 
PATUXENT (AO) NAVAJO (AT) SKYLARK (AM) YP .290 YP.51Q 
YP. 517 YP. 518

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA NORTH CAROLINA MASSACHUSETTS (BB)
SARATOGA (CV) SA11 JUAN COLUMBIA (CL) MURPHY DUNLAP 
CUMMINGS PERKINS (DD) JAMESTOWN (PG) MONTGOMERY (DM) 
PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AS) WHITNEY (AD) TALAMANCA 
MAJABA (AP) NEVILLE MERCURY F0MALHAU1* ALGORAB ARIDED 
CASTOR (AK) TRYON (A?H) SONOMA PAWNEE (AT) SUAMICO 
CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT KINGFISHER (AM) ARD.2 YP .239 
KIWI (A/S Vessel)

(4) At Suva - POCOMOKE (CVS) BALCH (DD) ROSEWOOD CATALPA (YN)
(5) At Nandi - LANG (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK (VIREO (AM) LOCUST

BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) MATAI MOA GALE TUI (A/s 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AG)
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(7) At Vila - NEW MEXICO MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) LOUISVILLE
WICHITA (CA) CHENANGO SANGAMON SUV A MICE (ACV) FRAZIER 
EDWARDS GANSEVOORT AARON WARD RENSHAW EATON PHILIP (DD) 
LACKAWANNA NESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER PC.476 PC.477 
PC.479 KITTYHAWK (APV)

(8) At Auckland - LEANDER (CL) EBONY (YN) ANTARES (AK) MOUNT VERNON(AP)
SOLACE (AH)

Refitting - ACHILLES (CL)
(9) At Wellington - SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES.JACKSON PRES.HAYES

PRES.ADAMS CRESCENT CITY (AP)
(10) At Papeete - CHEVHEUIL (Sloop)

I I I .  EHK Y 1S PROBABLE NEXT 'OVI.

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions
S. .P .A . particularly Central & Northern 

' Solomons - North coast New Guinea - S.W. 
coast Dutch Hew Guinea - Timor/Arafura 
Sea Islands*

(2) Possible attempt to occupy Merauke.

(3) Increased offensive submarine activity.

II NAVAL INCIDENTS

N I L

For DIRECTOR C .';. E.C
TT"". . •

8 /3 /4 3
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A P P E N D I X

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC g. INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY1

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

EASTERN SECTION

8 ” Cruisers 

6 ” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

Effective

( I ) Allied Forces;

AUSTRALIA 
NEW ORLEANS 
HOBART 
PHOENIX 
VAN HEEMSKERK

ARUNTA
WARRAMUHGA
LE TRIOMPHANT
SELFRIDGE
HELM
HENE Y
PATTERSON
RALPH TALBOT
BAGLEY
MUGFORD
STUART
VENDETTA
TJERK HIDDES

Non-effective

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Oilers

HELENA

MAN0ORA )
WESTRALIA )

On Reserve

GATO
GROWLER
GUArtDFISH
AL3AC ORE
AMBER JACK
GRAMPUS
GKAYBACK
GREENLING
GROUPER
N/U TILUS
SNAPPER
TRITON
TUNA
K.9
FULTON
DOBBIN
TULSA
RILO
AASE MAERSK 
BISHOPDALE 
KURUMBA 
VICTORIA

)
) At Brisbane 
)

On Patrol

At Sydney

(ii)  Enemy Forces: (Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Fleet (striking Force) 
CinC 3rd Flet (Aircraft Carriers) 
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CInC 6th FIeet ( Submarine s )
3-4 Battle ships ( BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted A/c Carrier (XCV)
3 Auxiliary a / c Carriers (ACV)

YAMAT 0
MUSASHI
MUTSU
NAGATO
ZUIKAKU
ZUIHO
UNYO
1 unknown
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6 lifeavy cruisers (CA)

6 light cruisers (CL)

5-6 Armed Merchant Cruisers 
Approx 27 submarines (-3$) 
Approx 40 destroyers (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

ATAGO
TAKAO
NACHI
HAGURO
KUMANO
AOBA
3SIZTT
KATORI
KASHIMA
NAGARA
01
KITAGAMI

(XCL)

MOGAMI (bel.sunk 1 4 /l l )  
MYOKO ) poss. sunk 
SUZUYA) 13-14/11

CHITOSE 
AKTTSUSHIMA

5-6 Converted S/p  Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine* Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3 ,000  tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB*s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 328 shore-based aircraft incl. 128 F, 118 B, 22 f / b , 42 f / p , 

18 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

WESTERN SECTION

(1) Allied Forces;

6 W Cruiser ADELAIDE
Flotilla  Leader TROMP
Armed Merchant Cruiser XANIKPLA
Destroyer VAN GALEN
S/P  Tenders HERON

HF. B.PRESTON 
C HILDS

Submarine Tender FISLIAS
SUbmarl nes TAMBOR ) 

TATJTOG ) 
THRESHER ) 
GAR ) 
K .12
GRAYLING
GRENADIER
GUDGEON
TROUT

fin Patrol

At Fremaitle

EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

(I)  Allied Forces;

4 submarines on patrol stations In China Sea or NEI area (see above)

( i i ) Enemy Forces;

C*s In C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet 
1 heavy cruiser (CA) A SHI GAR A
3 light cruisers (CL) KASHII NATORI (damaged 2 l /l )

KTJMA
Approx 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 subxrarines (SS)
1 seaplane Carrier (CVS) N0T0R0
Approx 211 shore-based aircraft incl. 97 F , 71 B, 3 F /B , 24 f / p ,

16 transport aircraft.
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B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA
x

Effective

( i ) Allied Forcesi

Non-effective

Battleships INDIANA 
WASHINGTON 
NQRTII C AROLINA 
MAS SACHUSETT 3 
MARYLAND 
C OLORADO 
NEW MEXICO

Aircraft Carriers ENTERPRISE

Auxiliary a / c Carriers
SARATOGA
CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE

8 ” Cruisers LOUISVILLE
WICHITA

6 ” Cruisers HONOLULU 
ST.LOUIS 
NASHVILLE 
COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MONTPELLIER 
DENVER 
LSANDER

5 ” Cruisers SAN DIEGO 
SAN JUAN

Destroi?ers 50 (approx)

ACHILLES

C. CENTRAL PACIFIC AdEA

Battleships

Converted A/C Carrier 
Auxiliary A/c Carriers

8 ” Cruisers

CinC 1st Fleet
6-7 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted A/C Carriers (XCV)

1 Auxiliary a/ c Carrier (ACV)
3 Heavy Cruisers (CA)

2 Light Cruisers (CL)

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
2 Seaplaie Carriers (CVS)

( i ) Allied Forces:

IDAHO WEST VIRGINIA
MISSISSIPPI CALIFORNIA
PENNSYLVANIA TENNESSEE
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND
NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAHEB
SALT LAKE CITY MINNEAPOLIS

PENSACOLA
PORTLAND
SAN FRANCISCO

(ii )  Enemy Forces: (Saipan-Bonins-Formosa-Japan )

I3E 
Ft! SO
YAKASBIRO 
HTUGA 
HARUN A 
KONGO

HAYATAKA
HTFAKA
CISUYO
TONE
TIKUMA
CIIOKAI
ABUKUMA
SENDAI

NISSHIN 
KAMO I

1-2 Converted s/P  Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers and Gunboats (DD & PG) 
A p p o x  27 Submarines (SS)

SHOKAKU
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D. NORTHERN PACIFIC AREA Effective lon-effective

(i) Allied Forces;

8 n Cruiser 
6 ” Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

CinC 5th Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL)

INDIANA? OLIS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

(i i )  Enemy Forces: (N.Honshu-Kuriles-Aleutians)

TAMA 
EISO

2-3 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL) 
Approx 4 Destroyers (l>]$
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)

E . SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

6 H Cruisers

( I ) Allied Forces:

CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 R Cruisers

7 .5 "  C w issrs

8 ” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers

A.A . Ship
Approx 2$ Destroyers ( 
Approx 9 Submarines

( !)  Allied Forces:

WARSPITE
RES' LIFT I OH

*  RAM ILL IE S 
REVENGE

m ROTAL^OVEREIGN
*  ILLUSTRIOUS 

ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE

st GEORGIOS AVER OFF (Greek) 
HAWKINS 
FR0BI3IER 
MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA 
BIRMINGHAM 
LIVERPOOL 
ARETBUSA 
ENTERPRISE 
CERES 
DAUNTLESS

*  DRAGON 
CAPETOWN

*  CALEDON 
»  SUMATRA (Dutch)

ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE

* CORFU 
CHITRAL 
RAH PURA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

*  CARLISLE

«  GLASGOW 
»  EMERALD 
n DANAE 

DURBAN 
CARADOC

No recent intelligence. Present
location uncertain.

( i i ) Uneasy Forces:

Approx 3 submarines.
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MOST SECRET

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC fr INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

9th March, 1943

I *

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

1 . NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1 2 00 /9 :

(1) ’’BENDIGO" was ordered 1416/8 to recover all survivors
from 'S’ JACOB” and return Milne Bay,

(2) "WHYALLA" departed Milne Bay 1616/8  for Goodenough Is ,
(3) "KAPUNDA" escorting "KARSIK en route Milne Bay from

Oro Bay,
(4) “VENDETTA” escorting Convoy NT5 ("TAROONA” for Cairns,

"MAETSIJYCKERw for Townsville ) was to depart Port 
Moresby 0730 /9 ,

(5) "TULSA" departed Milne Bay 1500/8  for Cairns ETA lOOO/lO,
(6) "BALLA:-:AT" escorting "VAN HEEMSKERK" from Milne Ba^ to

Grafton Passage, "BALLARAT" to proceed Cairns 
for boiler cleaning ETA p.m. 9 /3 . "VAN HEEMSKERK" 
to proceed independently to Townsville.

(7) ” PATTEHDN" (CTP.44) due Lowry Passage p.m. 9 /3  from Dunk Is .
(8) Convoy TN47 - "BROOME" escorting "DUNTROON” "GORGON" dep.

Townsville 0436 /9 . ”WARRAMUNGA" departed Townsville 
0710/8  to RV with convoy (including "GEORGE McC'RARY” 
ex Cairns) at Fitzroy Is . Convoy to proceed to Port 
Moresby ETA 0800/11.

(9) "SUMNER" ”SC .746" departed Brisbane 1610/6 for Townsville,
were due 1115 /9 .

(10) "GEELONG" escorting Convoy BT41 ("HENRY DEARBORN” ”DAVID
BUSHNELL” "HENHY D.THOREAU" for Townsville) dep.
Caloundra 1133 /7 . "GEELONG" to part company at 
Whitsunday Passage.

(11) "LITHBCW” escorting; Convoy BT42 ( "CARLISLE""WEST CACTUS”
for Townsville, " KOOLIGA" for Bowen) departed 
Caloundra 1059 /7 . "LITHGOW" to part company at 
Percy Is . Convoy to proceed independently.
"LITHGOW" to return Brisbane,

(12) " GYMPIE" escorting "SWARTENHONDT” departed Caloundra 1045 /7 .
"GYMPIE” to part company at hitsunday Passage.

(13) "MANUNDA” departed Brisbane 1205/8 for Port Moresby ETA
0830/12.

(14) YMS.9 YMS.49 YMS,50 departed Brisbane 1703/8 for Townsville
ETA 12 /3 ,

(15) 8 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "PIRIE” "HILO” 19 PT»s
Merchant Vessels: "EMPIRE HAMBLE"
Snail Craft - Approx 50 

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - "SWAN” "KATOOMBA"
Merchant Vessels : "BONTEKOE" "JASON LEE"

"WILLIS VAN DEVENTER" ”TIME” "STAGEN" "PORTMAR” 
"GENERAL V ERSPIJCK”

Saiall Craft - Approx 20 
Thursday Is . - l!arships & Aux. - "INVERELL” "WILCANNIA"
Cairns - Warships & Aux. - "GLENELG" "ECHUCA" "BOWEN" "MERITOR

"PLATYPUS" 8 PT*s (2 refitting) 
Dunk Island - Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "PHOENIX" "HOBART"

"MUGFORD" "RALPH TALBOT” "BAGLEY" "VICTORIA” 
Townsville - Warships & Aux. - "ARUNTA" "WARREGO" "YUNNAN" (ASIS) 
Maryborough - Warships & Aux. - "KALGOORLIE"
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Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "PULTON" "SC .74 8 ” "AA3E MAERSK"
"GOULBURK" "W.A.HOLBROOK" "FREDERICK FUNSTON" 
"POYANG" (A .S .I .S )  Y P .233, YMS.8 YMS.46 
YMS.47 YKS.48.

(Repairing) SC .744

(c ) Proposed Movements:

(1) "AUSTRALIA” " PHOENIX" "HOBART" "MUC-FORD" "RALPH TALBOT"
"BAGLEY" to depart Dunk Island 9 /3  for Palm Is .

(2) "SWAN" escorting Convoy NT6 ("WILLIS VAN DEVENTER” for
Townsville^ H JA80N LEE" for Cairns) to depart Port 
Moresby 1830 /9 .

(3) "STUART" escorting "FREDERICK FUN ST ON" to depart Brisbane
1400/9. To escort to 159°E. "STUART" to return 
Sydney.

( i i )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) Guadalcanal - O n e  enemy aircraft ineffectively attacked
Guadalcanal 2012-2121/7.

(2) Shortlands - Two reconnaissances a.m. 8 /3  reported the
following vessels in the Buin - Faisi area -

1 large cruiser
3 or 4 destroyers
5 cargo vessels 

Total _9  or 10 vessels
(3) Baka - Reconnaissance a.m . 8 /3  sighted 2 small cargo vessels

In Buka Passage.
A ground observer reported that 2 medium cargo vessels 

were anchored near Teop Harbour (NE Bougainville - 20 miles 
E. Buka).

(4) Solomons Aircraft - Photos a.m. 7 /3  show -
Kahili - 35 fighters, 1 bomber
Ballale - 5 fighters
Faisi - 5 Zero f / bs, 1 four-engined f / b

( incomple te coverage)
Munda - 5 fighters, 2 bombers
Buka - 3 fighters, 4 bombers

(5) Wewak - Photos a*m. s/3 show -
“ 1 patrol craft and 2 small vessels in harbour 

25 barges at or near jetty
4 serviceable fighters on aerodrome.

(6) Alexlshafen - Photos a.m . s /3  reveal that the runway is
serviceable and construction continues on dispersal lane.

(7) Madang - Photos a.m . 8 /3  reveal that the runway Is serviceable
and 18 blast pens have been constructed.

(8) Dyke Acland Bay - Enemy aircraft attacked shipping in the area
and shore positions at Oro Bay about noon 8/3  (see Naval 
Incidents).

(9) Goodenough Is . - Our patrols have contacted the enemy in the
vicinity of Wataluma (N .coast). 42 Japanese were encountered 
of whom 34 were killed , 3 captured and 5 escaped.

The above is the latest intelligence concerning the 
alleged landing on Goodenough Island and would appear to 
confirm the view that the landing was in fact from a large 
barge - a remnant of the Lae Convoy.

(10) Submarine Activity - Indications of enemy submarines on l/h 
were as" follows -

3 in Central and Western Solomon Sea Incl. 1 close to Salamaua 
1 In the vicinity of China Strait 
1 In Gulf of Papua.



(i )  ALLIED FORCES 
\ • —------- -— -

(a) At Sea to 1200 /9 :

(1) "LATROBE" escorting lARVEL" departed Thursday Island 093^/7
for Darwin ETA 1630 /l0 .

(2) 4 submarines on patrol*

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin - Merchant Vessels; "BURWAH"
Wyndham - Warships & Aux. - " C A STLEMAINErt 

Merchant Vessels; "BABINDA"

2 , NORTH WESTERN AREA

X
( i i )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) Babo - Reconnaissance a.m . 8 /3  sighted 2 merchant vessels
(one of 5 ,0 00  tons and one of 7 ,000  tons) at Babo.

(2) Timor - Fuiloro airfield  area was successfully strafe^ by
two Beaufighters a.m . 8 /3 ,

3 . SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /9 :

(1) "KANF.1BLA" escorting "FAIRISLE" "CAPE CHARLES" dep. Fremar&e
0830 /8 . To escort "FAIRISLE" to Cglombo ETA 19 /3  
and "CAPE CHARLES" to position 006 1 1 »H, 7 7 °3 2 ‘E ; 
"CAPE CHARLES" to proceed Persian Gulf. "TROMP" 
"DUBBO" providing local a / s escort returning 
Fremantle 9 /3 ,

(2) "GOLD STAR" en route Fremantle to Melbourne. "VAN GALEH"
returning to Fremantle after escort duty with 
"GOLD STAR".

(3) "ADELAIDE" escorting "OTUS" from Sydney to Fremantle was
due 1200 /9 .

(b) In Harbour;

Fremantle ~ Warships & Aux. - "PELIAS" "CHILDS" "ISABEL"
"WALLAROO" "HORSHAM" "LARK" 

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "PRESTON" "WHIPPOORWILL"

( i i )  ENEMYF Of,CES

Geraldtojn - Contact was made with a possible enemy submarine 
at Z6'5q/'1 approximately 60 miles WSW Geraldton.

Aerial reconnaissance sighted a possible submarine 
at 1300 /8 , 140 miles NW Geraldton.

An unidentified aircraft was over Perth at 0119 /8 ,

4 . EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) AH,IBP FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1 2 00 /9 ;

(1) "BUNDABERG" "MILDURA" escorting Convoy PG37 departed
Caloundra 1225/6 for Newcastle and Sydney,

(2) "WAGGA" escorting Convoy PG37A ("VIRGINIAN" /'FRANCIS LE-VIS"
"KURUMBA") depar'te"d'”’C'a 1 oundra 0820/7  for Sydney, 
was due 0400 /9 ,

(3) "SELFRIDGE" departed Brisbane 1138/8 for Sydney. Was due

1200 /9 .
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(4) " HELM” en route Palm Island after escort duty with 
"NIEUW AMSTERDAM" ETA 0700/12. 

is) "LE TRIOMPHANT" proceeding Sydney, "HENLEY" proceeding 
Brisbane after escort duty with "NEW ORLEANS*.

(6) "D00I3BA" escorting Convoy 0C77 departed Port Phillip 2117/8
to RV in v?i 1 son's Promontory area with "ROCKHAMPTON" 
"ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN" escorting Convoy C077 (including 
"BUNGAREE").

(7) "YANDRA" "TOWNSVILLE" " »VaRRNAMBOOL" escorting Convoy 0C76
for Port Kembla, Sydney and Newcastle.

(8) "STUART" escorting "JAMES O ’ KARA" dep. Sydney 0947/7 for
Brisbane. Was due Caloundra 0400 /9 .

(b ) In  Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "VAN HEEMSKERK" "SHE?PARTON”
"BUNBURY" "DELORAINE" "KYBRA" "MORESBY" YDG.2 

(Repairing) "HELENA" "ALHENA" "MUSTIN" "HUGHES"
(In Reserve) "MANOORA" "WESTRALIA"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "TJERK EIDDES" "SPRINGDALE" 

(Repairing) "COLAC"

(c) Proposed Moverneats* - -»

(1) " BUNDABERG" "vVARRNAMBOOL" "WAGGA" escorting Convoy GP58
to depart Sydney 1000/10 for Brisbane.

(2) "DELORAINE" "MORESBY" to escort Convoy C078. To take over .
escort from "TOWNSVILLE" at RV off Sydney p.m. 1 0 /3 .

B. SOUTH PACIFIC A REA

(i )  ALL IBP FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) SAN DIEGO (CL) LAMSON SMITH

BUCHANAN WOODWORTH LARDRER TAYLOR FARENHOLT LANSDOo'JNE 
AULICK ANDERSON ELLETT (DD) BREESE (DM) CURTISS 
TANGIER (CVS) THORNTON (AVD) ATHENE (ACV) DIXIE (AD)
FYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) ALCHIBA ALDEBARAN (AK) ARCTIC (AF) 
NEOSHO PLATTE WHIPSTOCK PATUXENT (AO) NAVAJO (AT)
SKYLARK (AM) YP .290  YP.516 YP .517 YP .518

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA NORTH CAROLINA MASSACHUSETTS (BB)
SARATOGA (CV) SAN JUAN COLUMBIA (CL) MURPHY DUNLAP BALCH 
CONYNGHAM CUMMINGS PERKINS (DD) JAMESTOWN (PG)

■ . {...; PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AS) WHITNEY (AD)
v , TALAMANCA K A JAB A GEORGE CYLMER JOHN PENN McCAWLEY
V AMERICAN LEGION HUEEEB LIGGETT FULLER tAP) NEVILLE
A  SeM m y f o m a l h a u t  ALGORAB a r id e E TITAN I a CASTOR (AK)

TRYON (APH) SONOMA PAWNEE (AT) SUAMICO ClMARRON (AO)
ADROIT KINGFISHER (Ail) ARD.2 YP .239 KIWI (A /S Vessel)

(4) At Suva - POCOMOKE (CVS) ROSEWOOD GATALPA (YN)
(5) At Nandi - L A W  (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK (VIREO (AM) LOCUST 

BUTTERNUT (YN) WAN DANK (YT) MATA I MO A GALE TUI (A/S 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AG)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) LOUISVILLE WICHITA (CA)
CHENANGO SANGAMON SUWANNEE (ACV) FRAZIER EDWARDS 
GANSEVOORT AARON WARD RENSHAW EATON PHILIP(DD)
KANAWHA LACKAWANNA NESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER 
PC.476 IK].477 PC.479 KITTYHAWK (APV)

(8) At Auckland - LEANDER (CL) EBONY (YN) ANTARES (AK) MOUNT VERNON(AP) 
SOLACE (AH)

Refitting - ACHILLES (CL)
(9) At Wellington - SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES.JACKSON PRES.HAYES 

PRES.ADAMS CRESCENT CITY (AP)
(10) At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (Sloop)
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I I NAVAL INCIDENTS

Dyke Acland Bay - At 1256 /8 , HMAS*KAPUNDA" escorting "KAtiSIK" 
from Oro iky to Milne Bay, reported being attacked by 8 
unidentified aircraft escorted by 12  fighters, in a position 
approx 7 miles HE of Porlock Harbour. No damage was 
reported.

At 1259 /8 , H .M .A.S."BENDIGO" escorting s .s ."S 'JA C O B " 
(Dutch M .V. - 1907 - 2 ,800  tons) to Oro Bay ETA 1400 /8 , was 
attacked but not damaged in position approx 5 miles north of 
Porlock Harbour. Six minutes later "S* JACOB" was attacked 
by 9 bombers and was set on fire . "BENDIGO" stood by to 
render all possible aid. but at about 1350/8  "S ' JACOB sank.

No further details are available yet, but apparently
the Oro Bay area was Ineffectively bombed at 1330/8 by 9 
bombers, pre3‘umably the same as those which attacked 
"S 'JACOB",

I I I .  EKEtff'S PIP BABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions
S .W .P .A . particularly Central & Northern 
Solomons - North coast New Guinea - 3,W , 
coast Dutch New Guinea - Timor/Arafura 
Sea Islands.

(2) Possible attempt to occupy Merauke.

(3) Increased offensive submarine activity.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .  
G .!i . h . , v.j. Vii. P .A.

9 /3 /43



A P P E N D I X

[DAILY AP?RECIATIOH-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL AC!IVITY 

A. SOUTIWEST ? AC IF IC A REA

1. EASTERN SECTION Effective

(i ) Allied Forces;

Non-effective

8 ” Cruisers 

6” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla  Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Oilers

AUSTRALIA 
NEW ORLEANS
HOBART
PHOENIX
VAN HEEMSKERK

ARUHTA
WAR RAMTJNGA
LE TRIOMPHABT
SELFRIDGE
HELM
IIENLEY
PATTERSON
RALPH TALBOT
BAGLEY
MUGFORD
STUART
VENDETTA
TJERK H IDLES

HELENA

MANOORA )
WESTRALIA )

On Reserve

GATO )
GROWLER ) 
GUARDFISH ) 
PETO )
ALBACORE 
AMBERJACK 
GRAMPUS 
GRAYBACK 
GREENLING 
GROUPER 
TRITON 
TUNA 
K» 9
FULTON
DOBBIN
TULSA
HILO
AASE MAERSK 
BISEOPDALE 
KURUMBA 
VICTORIA

At Brisbane

On Patrol

At Sydney

(11) Enemy Forces: (Tr k-Jaluit-Bismarcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force) 
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers) 
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet) 
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battle ships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (OV)
1 Converted a / c Carrier (XCV)
3 Auxiliary a / c Carri ers (ACV)

YAMATO
MUSASHI
MUTSU
NAGAT0
ZUIKAKU
ZUIHO
UNYG
1 unknown

OTAKA
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avy cruisers (CA)

6 light cruisers (CL)

MOGAMI (bej.*3unk 14/ l l ) 
MYOKO ) POSS.sunk 
STJZUYA ) 13-14/11

AX AGO 
TAKAO 
NAG HI 
HAGURO 
KUMANO 
AOBA 
ISUZU - 
KATORI 
KASHIHA 
HAGARA 
01 -
KITAGAMI - 

5-6 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
Approx 27 submarines (SS)
Approx 40 destroyers (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS) CHITOSE

AKITSUSHIMA

5-6 Converted s/p  Tenders (XCVS)
Several Subamrine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3 ,000  tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, S ib .Chasers, MTB*s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 386 shore-based aircraft incl. 159 F, 145 B, 22 F/B , 42 F /P , 

18 Obsn. or transport aircraft*

2 . WESTERN SECTION

(i) Allied Forces:

6 ” Cruiser ADELAIDE

Flotilla  Leader TROMP
Armed Merchant Cruiser KANIMBLA

Destroyer VAN GALEN

S/P  Tenders HERON
W. B. PRESTON
CHILDS

Submarine Tender PELIA S
)Submarines TAMBOR

TAUTOG )
THRESHER )
GAR )
GRAYLING
GRENADIER
GUDGEON
TROUT
K.A2

3 . EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

On Patrol

)
)
) At Fremantle 

)
)

(i)  Allied Forces;

4 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see abov6)

(i i )  Enemy Forces:

C ’ s in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet 
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASHIGARA
3 light cruisers (CL) KA3HII NATORI (damaged 2 L /1 )

KU&A
Approx 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (CVS) NOTORO
Approx 210 shore-baaed aircraft incl. 97 F, 70 B, 3 F /B , 24 F /P ,

16 transport aircraft.
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B .SOUTH PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

( i ) Allied Forces:

B&LCleships INDIANA
WASHINGTON
NORTH CAROLINA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO
NEW MEXICO

Aircraft Carriers ENTERPRISE

Auxiliary a / c Carriers
SARATOGA
CHENANGO
SA; GAM ON 
SUWANNEE

8” Cruisers LOUISVILEB
WICHITA

6 ” Cruisers HONOLULU 
ST.LOUIS 
NASHVILLE 
COLU BIA 
CIEVELAND 
MONTPELLIER 
DENVER 
LEANDER

5 ” Cruisers SAN DIEGO 
SAN' JOAN

Destroyers 50 (appr&x)

ACHILLES

C. CENTRAL PACIPIC AREA.

Battleships

Gonverted a / g Carrier 
Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8" Cruisers

(!)  Allied Forces:

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
PENNSYLVANIA
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND
NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAHEE
SALT LAKE CITY

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

MINNEAPOLIS 
PENSACOLA 
PORTLAND 
SAN FRANCISCO

CinC Is t Fleet 
6-7 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted a / c Carriers (XCV)

1 Auxiliary a / c Carrier (AC5/)
3 Heavy Cruisers (CA)

2 Light Cruisers (CL)

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

(i i )  Enemy Forces: (Saipan-Bonins-Formosa-Japlin)

ISE
FUSQ
TAMASHIRO 
EYUGA 
HA.ru NA 
KONGO

SHOKAKU
HAY A TAKA 
ElTAKA 
CHUYO
TONE
TIKUMA
CHOKAI
ABUKUMA
SENDAI

NISSHIN 
KAMO I

1-2 Converted s/ p Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers and Gunboats (DD & I£ ) 
Approx 2f Submarines ( SS)



. t>. NORTHERN PACIFIC AREA

’uiser 
6 "  Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Subna rines

CinC 5th Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL)

(i) Allied Force St

INDIANAPOLIS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

Effective Mon-effective

(il )  Bnem; _ ccs; (N.Henshu-Kurile s-Aleutians)

TA’vIA 
KISO

<2-3 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL) 
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (3S)

E . SOUTHEASTER PACIFIC AREA

(I)  Allied Polices:

6 ” Cruisers CONCORD 
THE SIT OK 
. ICHMONB

IND IAN OCEAN AREA

(1 )

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8* Cruisers

7 .5 "  Cruisers

6 ” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers

A.A . Ship
Approx 27 Destroyers

A11led Foroes:

WARSPITE 
RESOLUTION 

«  KAMILLIES 
REVENGE

*  RQHL SOVEREIGN 
is ILLUSTRIOUS

ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE 

m GEORG 103 AVEROFF (Greek) 
HAWKINS 
FROBISHER 
MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA 
BIRMINGHAM 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
ARETHUSA 
CERES 
DAUNTIE SS 

if DRAGON 
CAPETOWN 

x CALEDON
*  SUMATRA (Dutch)

ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE

*  CORFU 
CHIT RAL 
RANPURA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

*  CARLISLE

Present

Approx 9 Submarines

»  Note: No recent intelligence.
location uncertain*

(ii )  Enemy Forces:

*  OLA 300.’/ 
n EMERALD 
3* DANAE 

DURBAN 
CARAPOC

Approx S submarines



DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC 5: INDIAN PC '.All NAVAL ACTIVITY

10th March,1943

i .  d^ s t o s i m o n s ^ l l i e ^ j ^^ k^ mi^ kaval^ or^ e^

A. SOUTH HESS PACIFIC AREA 

1 . NORTH EASTERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 00 /l0 ;

(1) "KATOOMBA" escorting "BONTEKOE" departed Port Moresby
1331 /9 . "PIRIE" to RV in position 10°48»S , 150°20 'E  
at 1230/10 and take over escort of "BONTEKOE” to Oro 
Bay. "KATOO BA" to proceed Milne Bay.

(2) "WHYALLA" on survey duty Goodenough Island area.
(3) "VENDETTA” escorting; Convoy M'S ("TAROONA" for Cairns, 

"MAETSUYCKER" for iroFnsville) dep. Port Moresby 
0730/9 .

(4) "KAPUNDA" escorting "KARSIK" departed Milne Bay 1530/9  
for Townsville ETA 153(y ll .

(5) "TULSA" departed Milne Bay 1500/8  for Cairns was due 1000 /10 .
(6) "PATTERSON" (CTF44) due Cairns 1600 /l0 .
(7) " MERKUR" departed Cairns 1230/9 for Townsville via Challenger 

Bay ETA Challenger Bay 0600/10, Townsville 1400/10.
(8) "WARRAMUIGA" "BROOME" escorting Convoy TN47 ("DUNTROON"

"GORGON" "GEORGE McCRARY") to Port Moresby ETA 
0800 /11 .

(9) "GEELONG" en route Brisbane after escort duty.
(10) "LITHGOW" en route Brisbane after escort duty.
(11) "GOULBURN" escorting "KATOOMBA" was to deja rt Brisbane 

1200/10 for Townsville.
(12) "GYMPIE" escorting "SWARTENHONDT" departed Caloundra 1045 /7 . 

"GYMPIE" to part company at Whitsunday Passage.
(13) "MANTJNDA" departed Brisbane 1205/8  for Port Moresby ETA 0830 /12 .
(14) "YMS.9 YMS.49 YMS.50 departed Caloundra 0851/9  for Townsville 

ETA 1 2 /3 ,
(15) " HELM" en route Palm Island after escort duty th "NIEUW 

AMSTERDAM" ETA 0700 /l2 .
(16) 8 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "BENDIGO" "HILO" 19 PT’ s
Merchant Vessels: "EMPIRE HAMBLE"
Small Craft - Approx 50 

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - "SWAN"
Merchant Vessels: "JASON LEE" "WILLIS VAN DLTENTER" 

"Til®" "STAGEN" "PORTMAR" "GENERAL VERSPIJCK" 
Small Craft - Approx 20 

Thursday Is . - Warships & Aux. - "INVSRELL" "WILCANNIA"
Cairns - Warships & Aux. - "GLENELG" "ECHUCA" "BOWEN"

"BALLARAT" "PLATYPUS" 8 PT*s (2 refitting)
Palm Island - Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "PHOENIX" "HOBART"

. "MUGFORD" "UAL PH TALBOT" "BAGLEY" "VICTORIA" 
Townsville - Warships &  Aux. - "ARUNTA" "WARREGO" "SUMNER"

SC .746 "OTN AN" (A .S .I .S )  
Maryborough - arships &, Aux. - "KALGOORLIE"
Brisbane " - Warships & Aux. "FULTON" "S C .748" "AASE MAERSK"

"JAMES O'HARA" "W.A.HOLBROOK" "POYANG" (A .S .I .S )  
YP. 233 YMS.8 YMS.46 YMS.47 TMS.48 

(Repairing) "S C .744"

^  MOST SOCKET
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(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) "SWAN" escorting Convoy NT6 ("SILL 15 VAN DEVENTER" for
Townsville, "Ja SSS” LEE" for Cairns) to depart Port 
Moresby 1830 /10 .

(2 ) "INVERELL" escorting "MULIAMA" " ISLANDER" to depart Thursday
Island 1800 /l0  for Darwin ETA 0100/15.

(ii )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) New Georgia - Enemy barge activity continues particularly in
connection vd th Rend ova Is . and Vella Lavella.

Munda airfield  was attacked 1010/9  by 18 dive-bombers 
and 11 torpedo bombersescorted by 31 fighters. All A .A . 
positions seen to be firing  at cur aircraft were reported 
to have been hit by bombs.

(2) Rekata Bay - Two enemy aircraft landed at Rekata Bay 0755 /8 .
(3) Shortlands - Reconnaissance a.m. 9/3 sighted 8 cargo vessels

in the Buln-Faisi area. One cargo ship, possibly one of 
the 8 reported above, was apparently burning,

(4) Numa Numa ($E coast Bougainville - midway between Kieta and
Buka) - Japanese patrols were reported again 9 /3  at Numa 
Numa.

(5 ) Buka - The two medium merchant vessels reported at Teop Harbour
a.m . 8 /3  departed on a northerly course at 0730/9 .

Reconnaissance a.m. 9/3  sighted 2 small cargo vessels
at the Sff end of Buka Passage.

Solomons Aircraft - Photos 8 /3  show -

Kahili . 47 fi hters, 2 bombers
Ballale am 4 ft

Munda — 1 n

four-engine f / bFaisi - 9 Zero p/ps 1
Buka mm 3 fighters, 3 bombers

Photos 9 /3  show:
Kahili - 51 fighters, 

Zero f / ps

2 bombers
Faisi - 9
Buka - 3 fighters, 3 bombers

Other areas were not covered.
(7) Lorengau - Phots 1130/9  show one small 7 0 ’ vessel in  Barbour.

Continued clearing and construction work on the aerodrome is  
in progress.

(8) Gasmata - Reconnaissance p.m. 8 /3  sighted a large submarine
off (i&smata and photographs show that work is continuing on 
dispersal lanes on the aerodrome.

The reconnaissance Per tress was intercepted over 
Gasmata by 9 Zero’ s of vifaich 4 were shot down and one 
more probably.

(9) Wewak - Reconnaissance 1000/9  sighted one large destroyer and
S” cargo vessels (4-5,000 tons) anchored in Wewak Harbour, 
Also 7 snail loaded launches in the area.

(10) Lae - Photos 0930/9 showj-
7 Zero’ s on Malahang aerodrome
11 barges in the Barbour
Constructional work in the Malahang aerodrome area.

(11) wau - At 1225 /9  26 bombers escorted by 21 fighters attacked
Wau aerodrome. The aerodrome was rendered temporarily 
unserviceable and some casualties were suffered#

(12) Dyke Aeland Bay - During the enemy air raid on our shipping
8 /3  one bomber and one figbter were shot down by our 
intercepting fighters.

(13) Lae Convoy Remnants - In addition to the 42 Japanese landed
at C-oodenough Island 7 /3  a further party apparently landed 
in the same area after midnight 8-9/3 while other small 
parties have drifted ashore at Porlock Barbour and Tufi. 
aactically all have been accounted for. PT boats collected 
16 prisoners during the night 8-9/3 off Tufi and killed 
those whom they were unable to pick up,

(14)?ort Moresby - A possible submarine was sighted by an a llied  
vessel approximately 58 miles NW Port Moresby at 0745 /9 .



(a) At Sea to 1200/l0i

(1) "LATROBE” escorting ”DARVEL” departed Thursday Island 0932/7
for Darwin ETA 16 30 /l0 .

(2) 4 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour:

Darwin Merchant Vessels: "BURfAH"
Drysdale - Warships & Aux. - "CASTLEMAINE”

Merchant Vessels: "BABINDA”

(i i )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) Babo - Photographs of the reconnaissance conducted a.m. 8 /3
IsEbw that the two vessels sighted were -

1 converted tanker 9 ,000  tons probably an aircraft 
transport;

1 cargo vessel 4 ,0 00  tons similar to that at Babo 
24 /2 .

(2) Kai Is . - Photographs taken 8 /3  show a new runway approximately
kT’mlTes SSW of Toeal.

y K T H  WkSTEHN area

(i )  ALLIED FORCES

SOUTH 'fliiSTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 00 /l0 :

(1) "GOLDSTAR” en route Fremantle to Melbourne. "VAN GALEN” 
returning to Fremantle after escort duty with 
"GOLD STAR” .

(b ) In Harbours

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE” ”TR0MP” "VAN GALEN”
”PELIAS” "CHILDS" "ISABEL” ”DUBB0” "WALLAROO” 
"HORSHAM” "LARK" "OTUS"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships &  Aux. - "PRESTON" "WHIPPOORWILL"

EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1 2 00 /l0 :

(1) "STUART" escorting "FREDERICK FUNSTON” departed Caloundra
0143/10 . To escort to 159°E . "STUART” to proceed 
Sydney.

(2) kLE TRIOMPHANT” proceeding Sydney, "HENLEY" proceeding
Brisbane after escort duty with %WBB ORLEANS".

(3) "TOWNSVILLE” escorting Convoy C078 was to depart Newcastle
a.m. 1 0 /3 . ”DELQFtAINEH "MORESBY* to take over 
escort from "TOWNSVILLE" at RV off Sidney p.m. 1 0 /3 .

(4) "ROCKHAMPTON” "ABRAHAM CRY SSEN" escorting Convoy PC77 .
(5) "BUNDABERG” "WARRNAMBOOL” "WAGGA" escorting Convoy GP38

(including "BISHOEDALE” for Townsville} were to 
depart Sydney 1000/10 for Brisbane.

(b) In Barbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "VAN HEEMSKERK" 11 SHE P PA ETON"
""SKDRA” "MILDURA" "BUNBURY" "DELORAINE” "KYBRA 
•MORESBY” "KURUMBA" YDG.2 

(Repairing) "HELENA" "ALHENA” ”MUSTIN" "HUGHES" "SELFRIDGE
(In Reserve) "MANOORAB "WESTRALIA"
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Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "TJERK HIDDES" "DOOMBA"
"SPRINGDALE" "CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship) 

(Repairing) "COLAC"

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Esplritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) SAN DIEGO (CL) LAMSON SMITH 

MAHAN BUCHANAN WOODWORTH LARDNER TAYLOR PARENHOLT 
LANSDOWNE AULICK ANDERSON ELLETT (DD) BREESE (DM)
CURTISS TANGIER (CVS) THORNTON (AVD) ATHENE (ACV)
DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) ALCHIBA ALDEBARAN (AK) 
ARCTIC (AP) SABINE NEOSHO PLATTE WHIPSTOCK PATUXENT (AO) 
NAVAJO (AT) SKYLARK (AM) NAUTILUS (SS) YP .290 YP.516 
YP .517 YP .518

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA NORTH CAROLINA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) 
SARATOGA (CV) SAN JUAN COLUMBIA (CL) MURPHY DUNLAP BALCH 
PANNING CONYNGHAM CUMMINGS PERKINS (DD) JAMESTOWN (PG) 
MONTGOMERY (DM) PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AS) WHITNEY (AD) 
TALAMANCA MAJABA GEORGE CLYMER JOHN PENN MoGAWLEY 
AMERICAN LEGION HUNTER LIGGETT FULLER (AP) NEVILLE 
MERCURY POMALHAUT ALGORAB ARIDED TITANIA CASTOR (AK) 
TRYON (APH) SONOMA PAWNEE (AT) SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO)
ADROIT KINGFISHER (AM) ARD.2 YP.239 KIWI (A/s Vessel)

(4) At Suva - POCOMOKE (CVS) ROSEWOOD CATALPA (YN)
(5) At Nandi - LANG (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (AM) LOCUST 

BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) MATA I MOA GALE TUI (a / s 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKENE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AG)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) LOUISVILLE WICHITA (CA)
CHENANGO SANGAMON SUWANNEE (ACV) FRAZIER EDWARDS

GANSEVOORT AARON WARD RENSHAW EATON PHILIP (DD)
KANAWHA LACKAWANNA NESCHES (AO) RIG EL (AR) RGAMER 
PC.476 PC.477 PC.479 KITTYHAWK (APV)

(8) At Auckland - LEANDER (CL) EBONY (YN) ANTARES (AK) MOUNT VERNON(AP) 
SOLACE (AH)

Refitting - ACHILLES (CL)
(9) At Wellington - SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES. JACKSON FRES.HAYES 

PRES.ADAMS CRESCENT CITY (AP)
(10) At Papeete - CHEVREUH (Slooo)

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

(I)  ALLIED FORCES

"KANIMBLA" escorting "FAIRISLE" "CAPE CHARLES" dep. Fremantle 
0830 /8 . To escort "PAIRISLE" to Colombo ETA 19 /3  and 
"CAPE CHARLES" to position 006°11»N, 77°32»Ej "CAPE 
CHARLES" to proceed Persian Gulf.

tm  a *  mm am  mm am »

H .  NAVAL INCIDENTS

N I L .

I I I .  ENE Y»S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S .W .P .A .
particularly Central & Northern Solomons - North coast 
New Guinea - 3.W . coast Dutch New Guinea - Timor /Arafura 
Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive activity from East Indies area including
further* infiltration to the eastward along 3outh coast 
Dutch New Guinea.

(3) Increased offensive submarine activity.

, a _  For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .



A P P E N D I X  

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN PCS A if NAVAL AGTIVITY

A . SOUTH.VEST - PACIFIC AREA 

1 . EASTERN SECTION

8 ” Cruisers 
6 ” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

Effective

(i) Allied Forces;

AUSTRALIA
HOBART
PHOENIX
VAN HEKMSKERK

ARUNTA
WARRAMUNGA
LE TRIOMPHANT
HELM
HENLEY
PATTERSON
RALPH TALBOT
3AGLEY
MUGFORD
STUART
VENDETTA
TJERK EIDDES

Non-effective

Subna rine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboa ts

Oilers

HELENA

MANGORA )
WESTRALIA )

SELFRIDOE

On Reserve

At Brisbane

GATO )
GROWLER )
GUARDFISH )
PITO )
ALBACORE 
AMBER JACK 
GRAMPUS 
GRAYBAGK 
GREENLING 
GROUPER 
TRITON 
TUNA 
K .9
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO
AASE MAERSK 
BISHOEDALE 
KURUIsBA 
VICTORIA

(11) Enemy Forces; (Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-Solomons)

On Patrol

At Sydney

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Sleet (striking Force) 
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers) 
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Piet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted A/c Carrier (XCV) 

)3 Auxiliary a/c Carriers (ACV)

YAM/Q? 0
MU SASH I
MUTSU
NAGATO
ZUIKAKU
ZUIHO
UNYO
1 unknown

OTAKA



6 .wavy cruisers (CA)

6 light cruisers (CL)

5-6 Armed 
App* ox 27 
App? ox 40
2 Seaplane

Merchant Cruisers 
Subm sr ines (S3) 
Destroyers (DU 
Carriers (CVS)

ATAGO 
TAKAO 
KAC III 
IIAGURO
khkano

AOBA
ISUZU
KATORI
KASHIMA
NAGARA
01
KITAGA MI 

(XCL)

MOGAMI (b e l . sunk 1 4 /l l )  
MYOKO ) poss. sunk 
SUZUYA ) 13-14/11

CHITOSE 
AXITSUSHIMA

5-6 Converted s /p  Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine Tenders 
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3 ,000  tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB1 s , Gunboats, Patrol 
Approx 386 shore-baaed aircraft incl.

18 Oban, or transport aircraft.
159 P, 14 5 B, 22 f / b , 4 2

Craft
f / p ,

■■VESTEitK S tJCTIOK

(i) Allied Forces:

6 ” Cruiser 
F lotilla  Leader 
Armed Merchant Cruiser 
Destroyer 
s / p  Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Submarines

EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

(i) Allied Forces:

4 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or HF;I area (see above)

( i i ) Enemy Forces:

C ’ s in C 1st, Sid and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet 
1 heavy cruiser (CA) A SRIGARA
3 light cruisers (CL) KA3KII NATOR I (Damaged 21 /1)

fOJMA
Approx 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (CVS) NOTOHO
Approx 209 shore-based aircraft incl. 90 F , 70 B, 3 F /B , 24 F /P ,

16 transport aircraft.

ADELAIDE
TBOMP 
KANIMBLA 
VAN GALEN 
HERON
■as.B . PRESTON
CHILDS 
PEL IAS 
TAM BOR 
TAUTOG 
THRESHER 
gar

GRAYLING
GRENADIER
GUDGEON
TROUT
K.12

On Patrol

)
)
) At Fremantle 

)
)

*■ 2 ■*



SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a / c Carders

8 ” Cruisers

6 ” Cruisers

5" Cruisers 

Destroyers

( I ) Allied Forces;

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
HQRTH CATOLINA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO
NEW MEXICO
ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA
CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE
LOUI3VTLLE
NEW ORLEANS
WICHITA
HONOLULU
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
LEANDER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN
50(&J*prox)

Effective Non-effective

ACHILLES

C ENTRAL PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

Converted a/ c Ca^rl er 
Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8 W Cruisers

(I )  Allied Forces:

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
PENNSYLVANIA
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND
NASSAU
ALTA IfAHA
C OPAHEE
SALT LAKE CITY

W EST VIRGINIA 
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

MINNEAPOLIS 
PENSACOLA 
PORTIA ND 
SAN FRANCISCO

CinC 1st Fleet
6-7 Battleships (BB)

(i i )  Enemy Forces: (Saipan-Bonins-Formosa-Japan)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted a/ g Carriers (XCV)

1 Auxiliary a / c Carrier (ACV)
3 Heavy Cruisers (CA)

2 Light Cruisers (CL)

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

ISE
FUSO
YAMAST1IRO

KYUGA
HARUNA
KONGO

HAYATAKA
HITAKA
CHUYO
TONE
TIKUMA
CHOKAI
ABUKUMA
SENDAI

NISSHIN
KM 01

1-2 Converted s / p Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old Armoired Craisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers and Gunboats (DD t PG) 
Approx 27 Submarines (S3)

SHOKAKU
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c

( i ) Allied Forces:

8 "  Cruiser INDIANAPOLIS
6 ” Cruisers DETROIT

RALEIGH
10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

(ii )  Enemy Forces: (N.Honshu-Kuriles-Aleutians)
CinC 5th Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL) TAMA

KI30
2-3 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Subca r ines ( SS)

SOUTHEA.ExE'.J- PACIFIC AHEA

(i) Allied Forces:

6 " Cruisers CO SC OSD
TRENT®
RICHMOND

N ^ a piHN PACIFIC AUEA Effective Mon-effective

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carriar 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 ” Cruisers

7 .5 "  Cruisers

6 ” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers

A .A . Ship
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarine s

x  Note:

RAMILLIES
REVENGE
ROYAL SOVEREIGN 
ILHSTRIOUS 
ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE
GEORG 1015 M R S  OFF (Greek)
HAWKINS 
FRCBISiER 
MAURITIUS 
flAMBT/
BIRMINGHAM 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
ARETKUSA 
CERES 
DAUNTLESS 

3* DRAGON 
CA PETO.VN

*  CALEDON
*  S umatra (Dutch)

ALAI NIA 
CARTHAGE

*  CORFU 
CHITEAL 
liAN PIIRA 
RANCHI
WORCESTER SHIRE 

x CARLISLE

No recent intelligence. Present
location uncertain.

(i) Allied Forces:

WARSPITS 
RESOLUTION

x

X
X

X

x GLASGOW 
x EMERALD 
x DANAE 

DURBAN 
CAEADOC

( i i ) Enemy Forces:

Approx 3 Submarines



MOST SOCKET

DAILY APPRECIATIOK-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL A CTIVITY

11th March,, 1943

I« DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & EKfeVwY KAV/L FORCES

SOUTH jfeST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Qo/ll»

(1) ’’BENDIGO" departed Milne Bay 1303/10 for Port Moresby.
(2) PIRIE” escorting "BONTEKQE" to Oro Bay ETA 1 3 00 /ll .
(3) WHYALLA” was to depart Milne Bay a.m . l l /3  for Cairns

ETA 1500 /l3 .
(4) "SWAN” escorting "WILLIS VAN DEVENTER" departed Port Moresby

1625/10 . "WILLIS VAR DEVENTER" to proceed Cairns 
ETA 1200/12 . "SWAN” to proceed Towj sville .

(5) KAPUNDA” escorting "KARSIK" departed Milne Bay 1530/9  for
Townsville ETA l5 3 0 /l l .

(6) "TULSA" en route Milne Bay to Brisbane.
(7) "INVERELL” escorting Convoy TD13 ("ISLANDER" "MULIAMA*) dep.
. . „ Thursday Island 1906/10 for Darwin ETA 0l00 /l5 .
(8) PATTERSON” was to depart Cairns 0900 /ll for Palm Island

ETA 1530/11.

YP.288 en route Noumea to Brisbane ETA 1200/14 .
(D) GYM PIE returning Brisbane after escort duty.

(11) ”WARRAMUNGA" "BROOME” escorting Convoy TN47 ("DUNTROON”
"GORGON” ”GE0RGE McCRAl F S t o P o r t  Moresby. Were 
due 0800/11.

(12) ” SUMNER” "S C .746" departed Townsville 1430/10 for Deboyne Is .
(13) GOULBURN" escorting "KATOOMBA" dep. Brisbane 1440/10."’

”GOULBURN" to part company at High Peak and return 
Brisbane.

(14) "MANUNDA” departed Brisbane 1205/8  for Port Moresby ETA 0830/12.
(15) ■*YMS.9 YMS.49 YMS.50 departed Caloundra 0851/9 for Townsville

ETA 1 2 /3 .
(16) "HELM" en route Palm Island after escort duty with "NIEUW

AMSTERDAM” ETA 0700/12.
(17) "HErtLEY" departed Brisbane 1418/10 to carry out exercises

with submarine to seaward of Cape Moreton.
(18) 9 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour:

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "KAT00iv;BA" "HILO” 17 PT»s
Merchant Vessels: "EMPIRE HAMBLE”
Small Craft - Approx 50 

Port Moresby - Merchant Vessels: "JASON LEE" "Til,®" "STAGES*

”PORTMAR” "GENERAL VEi?S :iIJCK" 
Small Craft - Approx 20 

Thursday Is . - Warships & Aux. - "WILCAMIA”
Cairns - Warships & Aux. "GLENELG” "ECHUCA" ” BOWEN”

"BALLAiiAT" "PLAETUS" 10 PT*s (2 refitting)
Palm Island - Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" " PHOENIX" "HOBART"

"MUGFORD” "RALPH TALBOT* "BAGLEY" "VICTORIA" 
Townsville - Warships & Aux. - "ARUNTA" “VENDETTA" "WARREGO”

"YUHNAH" (A .S .I .S )  "MERKUR” 
Maryborough - Warships & Aux. - "KALGOOfiLIE"
Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "FULTON" "S C .748” "AASE 1AERSK”

"JAMES O ’HARA" "W.A.HOLBROOK" 11POYANG" (A .S .I .S )  
YP .233 YMS.8 YMS.46 YMS.47 YMS.48 

(Repairing) ”SC .744" "GEELONG"



<c) Proposed Movements:

^ ( 1 )  Convoy TN49 - ."WEST CACTUS" "CARLISLE” to depart Townsville 
"THOO /11. "ECHUCA” to RV off Fltzroy Island at 

1030/12 and escort to Milne Bay ETA 16 00 /l4 ,

(11) ENEMY FORCES

(1) New Georgia - Vila  Plantation and airfield  area were attacked 
at 6745/10 by IS dive bombers, 12 torpedo bombers escorted 
by 31 fighters,

■Shy tlands - A night reconnaissance aircraft saw 3 naval vessels 
So miles south of Shoptlands firing  at least 100 rounds from 
0147-0435/10.

Reconnaissance a.m. lo /3  sighted one light cruiser 
or destroyer, 7 Cargo vessels (of which 3 small) in the Buin- 
Paisi area.

^connalssance 1600/10 saw the following shipping in 
the Buin-Faisi area -

7 destroyers incl. 4 large or poss. light cruisers
7 cargo vessels 

Total I¥
(3) Kieta - Reconnaissance a.m. 10 /3  sighted power barges and

small boats in the Kieta area.
(4) Buka - Native sources report 9 /3  20 enemy bombers being

repaired on Buka aerodrome. Also that ammunition is being 
made at Buka,

At 0700 /l0 , 2 destroyers were seen 8 miles off Teop 
headed towards Buka.

(5) Solomons Aircraft - Photos 10 /3  show
Kahili - 60 fighters, 5 bombers
Ballale - 6 ”
Paisl - 19 Zero P /Ps,
Munda - 1 fighter
Vila - Nil
Buka - 4 fighters, 4 bombers

f i l t e r s ,  &  bombers
(6) Gasmata - Reconnaissance 0905 /l0  sighted" 2 bombers and one

Zero"ott Gasmata runway which appeared serviceable.
(7) Cape Gloucester - Reconnaissance 0918/10 sighted 2 fighters

on the aerodrome which appeared serviceable. The aerodrome 
was bombed in  the afternoon by cne Liberator.

(8) Vewak - Shipping at Wewak was attacked at or before dawn 10 /3
by""4 B .1 7 ’ s. Three unidentified vessels, probably the 
destroyer and 2 cargo vessels sighted a .m . 9 /3 , were seen 
around the jetty. Near misses were obtained on the vessels. 
The runway and water-front were also bombed.

Photographs from reconnaissance later in the morning 
show two jiyjfegs 400 ton vessels,possibly luggers, and one 
barge off-shore. No aircraft were -visible on the aerodrome 
and no material chmge was apparent.

(9) Mubo - Our forward elements are still In contact wi th the
enemy on Guadagasal Ridge,

(10) Mambare River Areaih- Our patrol havlng passed the Mambare
River Mouth reports the area at the mouth of Gira River 
(abo.it 6 miles up the coast from i lab are River Mouth) clear 
of enemy, also up the river for same 15 miles,

(11) Lae Convoy Remnants - Further remnants have drifted ashore
during y-lo/3 a tK ir iw in a  Is . and Goodenough Is .

(12) Submarine Activity - Indicatim  s 9 /3  show enemy submarines
operating as follows -

1 approximately 30 miles SSW Port Moresby 
1 approximately 300 miles E . Mackay.



iy p T  WK STERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 1200 /11 :

4 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "LATROBE"
Merchant Vessels t "BURWAH" "DARVEL"

Drysdale - Warships & Aux. - "CASTLEMAINE"
Merchant Vessels : "BABINDA”

(11) ENEMY FORCES

Tanimbar - Enemy positions in the vicinity of Saumlakl 
were attached a.m . lo /3  by 3 Hudsons.

No shipping was sighted at Saiwlaki.
Ambon»Banda Sea - Reconnaissances a.m . lo /3  sighted 3 groups 

of S' ships each as follows -
(a) 2 cargo vessels 130 miles south of Buru Is .

course 45° at 0955/10;
(b) 2 merchant ships (approx 7000 tons each) 20

miles WNW Buru Is . course 225° at 1145/10 ;
(c) 2 merchant vessels (approx 3-4000 tons & 6-7000

tons) 20 miles south of Buton Is . course
2250  at 1230 /10 .

The last group was bombed and the larger vessel 
was last seen burning fiercely.

a.m . 8 /3  2 vessels (one cargo ship 4000 tons and 
one converted tanker 9000 tons) were seen at Babo. These 
vessels could be either those in (b) or (c) above, more 
likely (c) from the description of tonnage.

(1)

(2 )

SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES 

In Harbour:

Premantle -Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE” "TROMP" "VAN GALEN"
"PELIAS” "CHILDS" "ISABEL" "DIJBBO" "WALLAROO" 
"HORSHAM" "LARK" "OTUS"

Exmouth Gulf - War shins &  Aux. - "PRESTON” "WHIPPOORWILL"

EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(I)  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1 2 0 0 /l l :

(1) " STUART" due Sydney 0900/12 after escort duty with
"FREDERICK FUNSTON".

(2) "DELORAINE" "MORESBY" escorting Convoy CO78.
(3) "GOLD STAR" en route Fremantle to ‘Melbourne.
(4) "ROCKHAMPTON" "ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN" escorting Convoy PC77.
(5) "BUNDABERG" "WAR RNAK BOOL" "WAGGA" escort ins Convoy G"P%g

(including "BISBOPDALE" for Townsville) departed 
Sydney 1047/10 ETA Caloundra 0400 /l3 .

(b) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "VAN HEEMSKERK" "LE TRIOMPHANT"
" SHEPPARTON" "TOWNSVILLE" "YANDRA" "MILDURA" 
"BUNBURY" "KYBRA" "KURUMBA" YDG.2 

(Repairing) "HELENA" "iSLHENA" "MUSTIN" "HUGHES" "SELFRIDGE"
(In Reserve) "MANOORA* "WESTRALIA "



Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "TJERK HIDDES" "DOOMBA"
"SPRINGDALE" "CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship) 

(Repairing) "COLAC"
Geelong - Warships & Aux. - "DUNGAREE"

SOUTH PACIFIC A-:~!-:A

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanlkoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) SAN DIEGO (CL) LAM SON SMITH

McCALLA MAHAN BUCHANAN WOODWORTH LARDNER TAYLOR 
PARERHOLT IA NSDOWNE AULICK ELLETT (DD) BREESE (DM)
CURTISS TANGIER (CVS) THORNTON (AVD) ATHENE (ACV)
DIXIE (AD) FYRO (AK) VESTAL (AR) ALCHIBA ALDEBARAR (AK) 
ARCTIC (AP) SAB IKE NEOSHO PLATTE WHIPSTOCK PATUXENT (AO) 
NAVAJO (AT) SKYLARK (AM) NAUTILUS (SS) YP .290 YP.516 
YP. 517 YP* 518

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA NORTH CAROLINA MASSACHUSETTS (BB
SARATOGA (CV) SAN JUAN COLUMBIA (CL) MURPHY DUNLAP BALCH 
FANNING CONYNGIIAM CUMMINGS PERKINS (DD) JAMESTOWN (PG) 
PROMETHEUS (AH) ARGOME (AS) WHITNEY (AD) TALAMANCA MAJABA 
GEORGE CLYMER JOHN PENN Me CAWLEY AMERICAN LEGION 
HUNTER LIGGETT FULLER (AP) NEVILLE MERCURY AL JORAB 
ARIDED TITINIA CASTOR (AK) TRY ON (API!) SONOMA PAWNEE (AT) 
SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT KINGFISHER (AM) ARD.2 
YP* 239 PC.1119 PC.1121 YMS.lO YMS.70 SC .738 SC .740 
SC .749 SC .750 KIWI (a/ s Vessel)

(4) At Suva - POCGMCKE (CVS) ROSEWOOD CATALPA (YN)
(5) At Nandi - LANG (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (AM) LOCUST

BUTTERNUT (YN) WAHDANK (YT) MATA I MOA GALE TUI (a /S  
Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AG)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) LOUISVILLE WICHITA (CA)
\ y  CLEVELAND DENVER MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SANGAMON
f  SUWANNEE (ACV) FRAZIER EDWARDS CONWAY CONY WALLER

GANSEVOORT AARON WARD RENSHAW EATON PHILIP (DD)
\ KANAWHA LACKAWANNA NESCHE3 (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER

PC.476 PC .477 PC.479 KITTYHAWK (APV)
(8) At Auckland - LEAN DER *CL) EBONY (YN) A STARES (AK) MOUNT VERNON (A P)

SOLACE (AH)
Refitting - ACHILLES (CL)

(9) At Wellington - GRAYSON (DD) TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES. JA; KSON
PRES.HATES PRES.ADAMS H.T.ALLEN CRESCENT CITY (AP)
LIBRA (AK)

(10) At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (Sloop)

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

(I)  ALLIED FORCES

"KANIMBLA" escorting "PAIRISLE" "CAPE CHARLES" dep. Fremantle 
0830 /8 . To escort *FAIRISLE" to Colombo ETA 19 /3  
and "CAPE CHARLES" to position 006°11*N , 77°32»E;
"CAFE CHARLES" to proceed Persian Gulf.

I I .  NAVAL INCIDENTS

Further to the report of the sinking of " S ’ JACOB" 
it is now reported that four men were k illed . Survivors 
were picked up by "BENDIGO".



I I I .  ENEMY*S PHOBASLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions
S .W .P .A . particularly Central & Northern 
Solomons - North coast New Guinea - S.W. 
coast Dutch Hew Guinea - Timor/Arafura 
Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive activity from F;ast Indies
area including further infiltration to the 
eastward along south coast Dutch New Guinea.

(3) Increased offensive submarine activity.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .
G.H.V;,. s 3 . iff.P.A.

11 /3 /43



A P P E N D I X  

DAILY APPR1 IA:i . I ■ ~ Ph0 IF IC ■> IP  XiH,: QC-.AK ;'mV'AL ACTT/ITY

A? SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

kEA STERN SECTION

8 ” Cruises? 
6 " Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla  Leaders

Effective

(1) Allied Forces;

AUSTRALIA 
HOBART 
PHOENIX 
VAN HEEM8KEKK

Non-effective

Destroy  rs

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

.Oilers

HELENA

MANOORA
WESTRALIA

On Reserve

ARUNTA 
WARRAMUNGA 
LE TRIOMPHANT 
HELM 
HENLEY 
PA TTERSON 
RALPH TALBOT 
BAGLEY 
MUQFORD 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
TJKRK KIDDES 
GATO )
GROWLER ) At Brisbane 
?ETO )
ALBA CORE
AMBEHJACK 
GRAMPUS 
GRAZ BACK 
GRESNLING 
GROUPER 
GUARDFISH 
TRITON 
TUNA 
K.9
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO
AASE MAERSK 
BISHOPDALE 
KUR-JMBA 
VICTORIA

SELFRIDGE

On Patrol

At Sydney

(11) Enemy Forces; (Truk-Jaluit-Blsmarcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd F3»t (Striking Force) 
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers) 
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet) 
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted a/C  Carrier (XCV) 

’3 Auxiliary A/C Carriers (ACV)

Y AMATO 
MUSASHI 
MUTSU 
NAGATO 
ZUIKAKU
zuino
TJNYO
1 unkncw n

OTAKA

- 1 -



6 heavy cruisers (CA) ATAGO
TAKAO
NACHI
BAGURO
KUMANO
AOBA

MOGAMI (beJ,sunk 14 /11 ) 
MYOKO ) poss. sunk 
SUZUYA ) 13-14/L1

4 light cruisers (CL) JINTSU
KATORI
KASHIMA
NAGARA

5-6 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL) 
Approx 27 Subrrarines (SS)
Approx 35-40 destroyers (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS) CHITOSE 

AKITSUSHIMA
5-6 Converted s /?  Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB*s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 392 shore-based aircraft incl. 166 F , 144 B, 22 f /b ,  42 f /p ,  

18 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

WESTERN SECTION

4 submarines on patrol stations In  China Sea or NEI area (see above)

Approx 16-20 destroy rs (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrierx (CVS) N0T0R0
Approx 209 shore-based aircraft incl. 96 F, 70 B, 3 F/B, 24 F /P , 

16 transport aircraft.

(i)  Allied Forces

6 ” Cruiser
Flotilla Leader
Armed Merchant Cruiser
Destroyer
s/p  Tenders

ADELAIDE 
TROMP 
KANBIBIA 
VAN GALEN
HERON
W.B.PRESTON 
CHILDS 
PELIAS 
TAMBOR ) 
TAUrOG ) , 
THRESHER ) 
GAR )
GRAYLING 
GKEKADIER 
GUDGEON 
TROUT 
K.12

Submarine Tender 
Submarines

On Patrol

At Fremantle

EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

(i) Allied Forces

(Ii )  Enemy Forces:

C fs in C Is t, 2n d  and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet
1 heavy cruiser (CA)
6 light cruisers (CL)

ASHIGARA 
KASHII 
KUMA 
ISUZU

NATORI (damaged 2 l /l )

KITAGA MI



Bk SOUTH PACIFIC A REA Effective Non-effective

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

M  Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8 ” Cruisers

6 W Cruisers

5" Cruisers 

Destroyers

(i) Allied Forces:

INDIANA
WASHINGTON 
NORTH CAROLINA 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MARYLAND 
COLORADO 
HEM L2EXICO 
ENTERPRISE 
SARATOGA 
CHENANGO 
3AECAK0N 
SUWANNEE 
LOUISVILLE 
NEW ORLEANS 
WICHITA 
HONOLULU 
ST.LOUIS 
NASHVILLE 
COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MOHTPELLIER 
DEHVER 
LEANDER 
SAW DIEGO 
SAY; JUAN
50 (approx)

ACHILLES

C. CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

Converted a / c Carrier 
Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8 ” Cruisers

(i)  Allied Fovces:

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
PENNSYLVANIA
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND
NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAHEE
SALT' LAKE CITY

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

MINNEAPOLIS 
PENSACOLA 
PORTLAND 
SAN FRANCISCO

}CinC 3s t Fleet
6-7 Battleships (BB)

( i i )  Enem;y Forces: (3aloan-Bonins-Formosa-Japan)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted a / c Carriers (XCV)

1 Auxiliary A/c Carrier (ACV)
3 Heavy Cruisers XCA)

2 Light Cruisers (CL)

1̂ Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

ISE
FUSO
YA M  SHIR0 
HYUGA 
HARUNA 
KONGO

HA YA TAKA 
HIT AKA 
CHOYO
T03E
TIKUMA
CHOKAI
ABUKUMA
SENDAI

NISSHIN
KAI30I

SIIOKAKU

1-2 Converted s/P Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old Amoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers and Gunboats (DD & PG) 
Approx 27 Submarines (SS)
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£>. NORTHERN PftCE’IC AAhlA Effective Non-effeCtive

( i ) Allied Forces:

8 W Cruiser 
6 ” Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines
\
CinC 5th Fleet 
2 light cruisers (CL)

INDIA NAP OLIS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

(ii )  Enemy Forces: (N.Honshu-Kuriles-Aleutians)

2-3 Am ed Merchant Cruisers (XCL) 
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)

TAM
KISO

E . SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

6 ” Cruisers

.INDIAN OCEAN AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 ” Cruisers

7 .5 "  Cruisers

6 ” Cruisers

(1 ) Allied forces;

COST CORD 
TRENTON 
RICHMOND

(1) Allied Forces:

ARSPITE 
RESOLUTION 
RA MILLIES 
REVENGE
ROYAL SOVEREIGN 
ILLUSTRIOUS 
ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE
GEORC-IOS A’TJCFF (Greek)
HAWKINS 
FROBISHER 
MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA 
BIRMINGHAM 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
ARETHUSA

it

ft

GLASGOW
EMERALD
DANAE
DURBAN
CARADOC

Armed Merchant Cruisers

A .A . Ship
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 fitbrsa r ine s

DA UNTLESS
*  DRAGON 

CAPETOWN
*  CALEDON
*. SUMATRA (Dutch) 

ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE 

s CORFU 
CHITdAL 
RANPURA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE 

k  CARLISLE

*  Note:

(i» ) Enemy Forces:

No recent intelligence,
location uncertain.

Present

Approx 3 Submarines

- 4 -
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MOST SECRET

:AILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCMM NAVAL_.ACTIVITY

12th March,1943

I .  D l S P O ^ m j ^ ^

SOUTH IE ST PACIFIC AREA

1 , NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 32 00/l2 :

(1) "SWAN” escorting "WILLIS VAN DEVENTER” departed Port Moresby
1625 /10 . "WILLIS VAN DEVENTER” to proceed Calm s 
ETA 1200 /12 . "SWAN" to proceed Townsville.

(2) ”WHYALLA" departed Milne Bay 0700 /ll  for Cairns ETA 1500/13 .
(3) "KAPUNDA" escorting "KARSIK" departed Milne Bay 1530/9  for

Townsvillej was due 1530 /11 ,
(4) "TULSA" en route Milne Bay to Brisbane.
(5) " INViSKELL* escorting Convoy TP.13 ( "ISLANDER MULIAMA ) dep.

Thursday Island 1906710 for Darwin ETA 0100 /l5 ,
(6) YP, 280 YP.286 YP .288 ©n route Noumea to Brisbane ETA

1200/14.
(7) "GYMPIE" returning Brisbane after escort duty.
(8) YP .291 departed Cairns 070l /ll  for Milne Bay ETA llO l /lo .
(9) "BOWEN" was to RV off Fitzroy Island with Convoy TN49

("WEST CACTUS” "CARLISLE” ) at 1030/12 and g scort 
to Milne Bay ETA 1600/14,

(10) "SUMNER” "S C .746” departed Townsville 1430/10 for Deboyne Is ,
(11) "GOULBURN” escorting "KATOOMBA" dep. Brisbane 1440 /10 ,

"GOULBURN" to part company at High Peak and return

Brisban e , ^
(12) "MANUNDA" departed Brisbane 1205 /8  for Port Moresby, was due

(13) ”YMS,9 YMS.49 YMS.50 departed Caloundra 0851/9  for Townsville

ETA 1 2 /3 .
(14) ”LITHG0W" departed Brisbane 2044/11 to RV with Cable Repair

Ship "CABLE ENTERPRISE” In posi tlon 85 ° Fin gal Head 
2 4 ,5  miles at 0600 /12 . "LITHGO#” to provide A /S  
protection during repair operations and on return 
Of "CABLE ENTERPRISE" to Brisbane.2

(15) 8 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Barbour:

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. - "PIRIE”
Merchant Vessels * BONTEKOE 

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "KATOOMBA” "HILO” 17 P'i’ s
Merchant Vessels: "EMPIRE HAMBLE”
Small Craft - Approx 50 

Port Moresby - ',arships &  Aux. - "WARRAMUNGA” " BROOME BENDIGO
Merchant Vessels: ” JAS0N LEE” TIME "STAGEN"

"GEORGE MCCRARY" "DUNTROON" "GORGON" "PORTJOR " 

"GENERAL VERSPIJCK”
Small Craft - Approx 20

Thursday Xs• * W&trshlps & Auuc* *• *WII*CANNIA
Cairns - Warships & Aux. - "GIE NELG” "ECHUCA" "BALLARAT"

"PLATYPUS" 10 PT’ S (2 refitting)

Palm Island - Warships* Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "PHOENIX" "HOBART"
"PATTERSON” “HELM” "MUGFORD” "RALPH TALBOT" 
"BAGLEY” "VICTORIA"

Townsville - Warships & Aux. - "ARUNTA" "VENDETTA" "WARHEGO*
1 "YUNNAN” (A .S .I .S )  "MERKUR”

Maryborough - Warships & Aux. - "KALGOORLIE”
Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "HENLEY” FULTON SC.748

"AASE MAERSK" "JM E S  O ’HARA” "W.A.HOLBROOK 
"POYANG (A .S .I .S )  YP .233 YMS.8 YMS.46 YMS.47 

YMS.48
(Repairing) " X .7 4 4 ^  "GEELONG”



r

x

(1) Russell Is , - At 1310 /10 , 10 enemy dive-bombers eseorted by
l2 ii';liters attempted an attack on our positions on the 
Russell Islands. Fighters intercepted and apparently 
prevented any attack shooting down 3 Zero's and one dive 
bomber without loss to themselves.

At 2020/10 radar contact was made with 7 unidentified 
ships north of Balsen Is . (northernmost of the Russells),

(2) New Georgia - An enemy foraging party was on Rendova Is , p.m.
To7S~and" "a.m. 11 /3 ,

Native sources report 5 steamships anchored off Vila 
Plantation at midnight 8 /3  departing at 0300 /9 .

(3) Shortlands - Local reports state that the Japanese are short
of fo o d a t  Buin.

Reconnaissance a.m . l l /3  reported the following 
shipping In the Buin-Faisi area - 

1 heavy cruiser
3 light cruisers 
> cargo vessels 

Total 115
In acCcTition, one destroyer was sighted in 

Bougainville Strait on patrol or coming into the area.
(4) Kieta - Reconnaissance a.m . l l /3  sighted off Kieta one

cargo vessel, possibly the same unit reported there since
8/ 3 ;

(5) Solomons Aircraft - Photos a.m . 11 /3  show -
Kahili - 29 fighters, 4 bombers
Ballale 3 ” (partial coverage)
Faisi - 14 Zero f /P s , 1 four-engine f / b

Munda - 1 fighter
Buka - 4 M

SI fighters, bombers 
This total compares witli 90 fighters and 9 bombers shovm 
by photos lo/3 covering the same areas with the exception 
of Vila where there were no aircraft#

(6) Kavien,-; - Reconnaissance approximately lOOO/ll sighted the
following shipping In the Kavieng area -

1 heavy cruiser ,  *
1 possible battle-cruiser CRo<se«j
1 destroyer
8 cargo vessels (none over 3 ,500  tons)

The warships and 3 cargo vessels were anchored in Silver 
Sound and Ribnitz Harbour at the western entrance to Balgai 
Bay. Two other cargo vessels were anchored off North Cape 
(northern jaw of Balgai Bay). The other three cargo vessels 
were all under way heading for Kav ieng or Balgai Bay,

8 bombers were seen, 3 airborne, 3 in bla st pens and
2 landing, while photographs show 19 bombers dispersed on 
the aerodrome. Additional dispersal lanes and 18 new 
dispersal bays under construction are visible in the photos.

(7) Lorengau - Reconnaissance 0945/11 sighted a 100 f t . vessel at
Lorengau jetty, also 2 Zero’ s landing on the runway.

Two convoys each of 5 or more vessels with escorts 
were sighted at noon l l /3  approximately 105 miles NE of 
Manus Is . course 310°.

(8) Rabaul - Lakunai aerodrome was attacked before dawn l l /3  by
Liberators. Complete reports have not yet been received.

(9) Wewak - Reconnaissance 1120/ll sighted at Wewak 2 destroyers
of which one appeared partially submerged. No cargo vessels 
were visible . Six Zero’ s were seen taking off Wewak 
aerodrome.

(&0) Wau - At 1 9 50 /ll , 2 enemy bombers Ineffectively bombed Wau.
(11) Mubo - Enemy positions in the Guadagasal Ridge area were bombed

and strafed shortly before noon l l /3  by 3 Bostons,
(12) Dobodura - At lO l l /l l  24 enemy bombers escorted by 16 fighters

attacked a strip in the vicinity of Do M u r  a destroying two 
P .3 8 fs and causing slight casualties. 12 P .40*s and 12 P .3 8 ’ s 
intercepted and shot down 9 Zero’ s plus probably 3 more Zero*s 
and 2 bombers. One P .38 was lost in combat. Dobodura Strip 
was also attacked by enemy bombers at 20 00 /ll .

No attack was made on our shipping heading for Oro

Bay,

• »  2 •

(ii )  ENEMY FORCES



(13) Lae Convoy Remnants - Further remnants drifted ashore at
Simlin&on Island (28 miles NW Kiriwina) l l /3 *

(14) Port Moresby - Aircraft reported a probable submarine 10 
r miles south of Port Moresby 1315 /11 . Subsequent air

search proved negative.

2 . NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/l2i 

& submarines on patrol,

(b ) In Harbour:

Darwin 

Drysdale

- Warships & Aux. - "LATRQBE" 
Merchant Vessels* "BURWAH"

- Warships & Aux. - "CASTLEMAINE" 
Merchant Vessels: "BABINDA"

( i i )  ENEJY FORCES

(1) Ambon-Banda Sea - Photos of enemy shipping 10/3  show -
(a) At Ambon 1 merchant vessel (5000 tons)

2 merclient vessels (2000 tong^ach)
1 possible small tanker 

No visual report was received concerning these vessels.
(b) The 2 vessels sighted WNW Buru Island at 1145/10

were two 6 ,3 50  ton merchant vessels.
(c) The vessel bombed and hit south of Buton Island

1230/10 was a 2,500 ton tanker.

3 , SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i)  ALLIED FORCES 

In Harbour;

Fremantle - Warships & Aux, - "ADELAIDE" "TROMP" "VAN GALEN"
"PELIAS" "CHILDS” "ISABEL" "DUBBO" "WALLAROO" 
"HORSHAM" "LARK" "OTUS"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships &  Aux. - "PRESTON" "WHIPPOORWILL”

4 . EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /l2 :

(1) "STUART” was due Sydney 0900/l2  after escort duty wit|i
"FREDERICK'fUNSTON" .

(2) "DELORAINE" "MORESBY" escorting Convoy C078.
(3) "GOLD STAR" en route Fremantle to ilelDourne,
(4) "ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN" escorting Convoy PC77 to Newcastle,
(5) "BUNDABERG" "WARRNAMBOOL" "WAGGAh escorting Convoy GP38

(Including "BISHOPDALE" for Townsville) departed 
Sydney 1047/10 ETA Caloundra 0400 /l3 .

(b ) In Harbour;

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "VAN HEEfASKERK" "LE TRIOMPHANT
"ROCKHAMPTON" "SHEPPARTON" "TOWNSVILLE" "YANDRA1 
"MILDURA" "BUNBUEY" "KYBRA" "KURUMBA" YDG.2 

(Repairing) "HELENA" "ALHENA" "MUSTIN" "HUGKES" "SELFRIDGE"
(In Reserve) "MANOORA" "WESTRALIA"

- 3 -



Melbourne

(Repairing)
Geelong

- "arships £ Aux.
"SPRINGDALE" 
"COLAC"

- Warsiiipa & Aux. -

- nT JERK HI DDES" "DOOiwBA ” 
"CENTAUR” (Hospital Ship)

"BUNGAREE"

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) AII,ISP FORCES 

{1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) SAN DIEGO (CL) LAMSON SMITH

McCALLA MAHAN BUCHANAN WOODWORTH LARDNER TAYTOR 
FA HEN HOLT LANSDOWNE AULICK ELLETT (DD) BREESE (DM)
CURTISS TANGIER (CVS) THORNTON (AVD) ATHENE (ACV)
DIXIE (AD) FYRO |AE) VESTAL (AR) ALCHIRA ALDEBARAN (AK) 
ARCTIC (AF) SABINE NEOSHO PLATTE WHIPSTOCK PATUXENT (AO) 
NAVAJO (AT) SKYLARK (AM) NAUTILUS (S3) YP .290 YP.536 
YP.517 YP. 518

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA NORT CAROLINA MAS ACHUSETTS (BB
SARATOGA (CV) SAN JUAN COLUMBIA (CL) MURPHY DUNLAP BALCH 
FANNING CONYNGHAM CUMMINGS PERKINS (DD) JAMESTOWN (PG) 
PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGO NEE (AS) WHITNEY (AD) TALAMANCA MAJABA 
GEORGE CLYMER JOHN PENN McCAWLEY AMERICAN LEGION 
HUNTER LIGGETT FULLER (AP) NEVILLE MERCURY ALGORAB 
A HIDED TITANIA CASTOR (AK) TRYON (APH) SONOMA PAWNEE (AT) 
SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT KINGFISHER (AM) ARD.2 
YP. 239 PC.1119 PC.1121 YMS.lO YMS.70 SC .738 SC .740 
SC.749 SC .750 KIWI U / s  Vessel)

(4) At Suva - POCOMOKE (CVS) ROSEWOOD CATALPA (YN)
(5) At Nandi - LANG (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (AM) LOCUST

BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) MATA I MOA GALE TUI (A /S 
Vessels ) ORTOLAN (A3R) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AG)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) LOUISVILLE WICHITA (CA)
CLEVELAND DENVER MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SANGAMON 
SUWANNEE (ACV) FRAZIER EDWARDS CONWAY CONY WALLER 
GANSEVOORT AARON WARD REN SHAW EATOH PHILIP (DD)
KANAWHA LACKAWANNA NESCHES (AO) KIGEL (AR) ROAMER 
PC.476 PC.477 PC .479 KITTYHAWK (APV)

(8) At Auckland - LEANDER (CL) EBONY (YN) ANTARE3 (AK) MOUNT VERNON(AP
SOLACE (AH)

Refitting - ACHILLES (CL)
(9) At Wellington - GRAYSON (DD) TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (M  ) PI^S. JACKSQ

PRES.HAYES PRES.ADAMS R.T.ALLEN CRESCENT CITY (AP)
LIBRA (AK)

(10) At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (Sloop)

INDIAN OCEAN AREA
-----“ (i)  AIL IED FORCES

"KANIMBLA m escorting "Fa IKISLE" "CAPE CHARLES" dep. Fremantle 
0830 /8 . To escort "FAIRISLE" to Colombo ETA 19 /3  
and "CAPE CHARLES" to position 006°11»N, 77°32 'E j 
"CAPE CHARLES" to proceed Persian Gulf.

I I .  NAVAL INCIDENTS

N I L .

„ 4 *



I I I .  EfflHY'S ?HOB.«BLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions
S .W .P .A . particularly Central &  Northern 
Solomons - North coast New Guinea - S.W, 
coast Dutch New Guinea - .Timor/Arafura 
Sea Islands.

(2) possible offensive activity from East Indies
area including further infiltration  to the 
eastward along south coast Dutch New Guinea.

(3) Increased offensive subimrine activity#

#or DIRECTOR C .O .I .C  
■. ~ « !3« . f '->• ■ ' .  1; •  ~
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A P P E N D I X

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC - li'DIAK L KAK a h VAL ACTIVITY

A. SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA 

£  EASTERN SECTION

8 h Cruiser 
6 ” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Effective

(i) Allied Forces:

AUSTRALIA
HOBART'
PHOENIX 
VAN BEMSKERK

Non-effective

HELENA

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunbca ts

Oilers

AKUNTA 
WARRAMUNGA 
LE TRIOMPHANT 
HELM 
HENLEY 
PATTERSON 
RALPH TALBOT 
BAC-LEY 
MUGFORD 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
TJERK HIDDES 
ALBAC ORE )
G AT 0 )
GROWLER ) At Brisbane

PETO )
AMBER JACK 
GRAMPUS 
GRAYBACK 
OREENLING 
GROUPER 
GUARDFISH 
TRITON 
TUNA 
K» 9
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO
AASE MAERSK 
BISHOFDALE 
HRUMBA 
VIC TOM A

MAN 00 RA )
WESTRALIA )

SELFRIDGE

On Reserve

On Patrol

At Sydney

(I i )  Enemy forces: (Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force) 
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers) 
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet) 
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battle ships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted a /C  Carrier (XCV)
3 Auxiliary a / c Carriers (ACV)

YAMA TO 
MUSA SHI 
MUTSU 
NAGATO 
ZUIKAKU 
2U I HO 
UNYO
1 unknown

OTAKA
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7

6 cruisers (CA)

4 light cruisers (CL)

MOGAMI (bel.sunk 14 /11 ) 
MYOKO ) poss. sunk 
SUZUYA ) 13-14/11

ATAGQ 
TAKAO 
NACIII 
HABURO 
KUMANO 
A OB A 
JINTSU 
KATORI 
KASEIMA 
NAGARA

5-6 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
Approx 27 Submarines (SS)
Approx 35-40 Destroyers (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS) CHITOSE

AKITSUSHIMA

5-6 Converted s/p Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3 ,0 00  tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB *s , Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 392 shore-based aircraft incl. 166 P, 144 B, 22 F /B , 42 F /P , 

18 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

WESTERN SECTION

6" Cruiser 
Flotilla Leafier 
Armed Merchant Cruiser 
Destroyer
S /P  Tenders

Submarine Tender 

Submar ines

(1) Allied Forces:

ADELA IDE
TROMP
KANIMBLA
VAN C/L EN
HERON
W.B. PRESTON 
CHILDS 
PELIAS 
xxkx£xx 
TAMBOR )
TAUTOG ) On Patrol
GAR )
GRAYLING 
GRENADIER 
GUDGEON 
THRESHER 
TROUT 
K.12

At Fremantle

EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

(1) Allied Forces:

3 submarines on patrol stations in  China Sea or NEI area (see above)

( i i ) Enemy Forces:

C*s in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet 
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASHIGARA
6 light cruisers (CL)

Approx 2£-20 Destroyers (DD) 
Approai 7 Submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (CVS)

KASHII 
KUMA 
ISUZU 
01
KI'PAGAMI

NATORI (damaged 21/1)

N0T0R0X i>oapxane WMTier ----- .
Approx 209 shore-based aircraft incl. 96 F, 70 B, 3 F /B , 24 F/P , 

16 transport aircraft.
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B. SOOTH PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a/ c carriers

8 ” Cruisers

6" Cruisers

5” Cruisers 

Destroyers

C. CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

Converted a / c Carrier 
Auxiliary A/C Carriers

8 ” Cruisers

(i) Allied Forces:

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
NORTH CAROLINA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO
NEW MEXICO
ENTER P RISE
SARATOGA
CHENAN GO
SAN GAMON
SUWANNEE
LOUISVILLE
NEW OHLEJK S
WICHITA
HONOLULU
ST. LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CIEVELAND
MCKTPEH.IER
DENVER
LEM DER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN
50 (approx)

(!)  Allied Forces:

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
PENNSYLVANIA
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND
NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAHEE
SALT LAKE CITY

ACHILLES

WEST VIRGINIA 
CAL IFORNIA 
TENNESSEE

MINNEAPOLIS 
PENSACOLA 
PORTLAND 
SAN FRANCISCO

CinC 1st Fleet
6-7 Battleships (BE)

(ii )  Enemy Forces: (Saipan-Bonine-Formosa-Japan)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted A/C Carriers (XCV)

1 Auxilt ary a/ c Carrier (ACV)
3 Heavy Cruisers (CA)

2 Light Cruisers (CL)

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
2 seaplane Carriers (CVS)

ISE
FUSO
YAMASBIRO
HYUGA
HARUNA
KONGO

HAYATAKA 
HITAKA 
CHUYO
TONE
TIKUMA
CHOKAI
ABUKUMA
SENDAI

NISSRIN 
KAMO I

SHOKAKU

1-2 Converted s/P Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old iirmoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers and Gunboats (DD & PG) 
Approx 27 Submarines (SS)
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MOST SECRET

▼  DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

15th liarch, 1945

X* DISPOSITIONS ALLIED ENEMY NAVAL FORCEE

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1 . NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to I2 0 0 /l5 :

(1) "KATOOMBA" escorting "EMPIRE RAMBLE* departed Milne Bay
0803/12 for Port Moresby ETA 1800 /l3 .

(2) "WHYALLA" departed Milne Bay 0700/ll for Calm s ETA 1500 /l3 .
(3) "TULSA" en route Milne Bay to Brisbane, Was due 0800 /13 ,
(4) "MANUNDA" departed Port Moresby 1530/ l 2 for Brisbane ETA

1300/16.
(5) "WARRAMUNGA" escorting "DUNTROON" departed Port Moresby

0800/12 . To escort to Fitaroy Island. "WARRAMUNGA " 
to proceed Cairn3.

(6) "SWAN" en route Townsville after escort duty with "WILLIS
VAN DEVENTER".

(7) YP .280 Y P .286 YP .288 en route Noumea to Brisbane ETA
1200 /14 .

(8) Y P .291 departed Cairns 070l /ll  for Milne Bay was due I l 0 l /l 3 .
(9) "VENDETTA" escorting Convoy TN50 ("TAROONA") departed

Torn sville 2322A 2  for Milne Bay ETA 1800 /14 .
(10) "BOWEN" escorting Convoy TN49 ("WEST CACTUS" "CARLISLE") to

Milne Bay" ETA 1 6 0 0 A 4 .
(11) "SUMNER" "S C .746" departed Townsvilla 14 30 /10  for Deboyne Is .
(12) "LITHGOW" departed Brisbane 2044/11 to RV with Cable Repair

Ship "CABLE ENTERPRISE" in posi. tion 85° Fingal Head 
24*5 miles at 0600/12. "LITHGOW" to provide a / s 
protection during repair operations and on return 
of "CABLE ENTERPRISE" to Brisbane.

(13) "BUNDABERG" "WARRNAMBOOL" "tVAGGA" escorting Convoy GP38 were
due Caloundra 0900 /13 . "G1&1PIE" departed Brisbane 
1950/12 to RV at outer end of searched channel with 
GP5S and escort "BANTAM" "BISHOPDALE" and "CAROLA" 
(all for Townsville ) northbound. "GYMPIE" to part 
company at Capricorn Channel and return Caloundra. 
"WAGGA" escorting "DUNDULA" (for Bowen) "VAN OUT HOORN 
(for Townsville) to detach at outer end of searched 
channel and proceed northbound.

(14) "JAMES O ’HARA" was to depart Brisbane 0800/13 for Panama ETA
2 /4 .

(15) 8 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour:

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. - "PI,:IF."
Merchant Vessels: "BCfiPEKOE"

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "HILO" 17 PT*s
Small Craft - Approx 50 

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - "BROOME" "BENDIGO"
Merchant Vessels: "JASON LEE" "TIME" "STAGEN" 

"GEORGE McCRARY" "GORGON" "PORTMAR"
"GENERAL VSRSPIJCK"

Small Craft - Approx 20 
Thursday Is , - Warships & Aux. - "1SILCANNIA"
Cairns - Warships & Aux. - "GLENELG" "ECHUCA" "BALLARAT"

"PLATYPUS" Y P .236 10 PT’ s (2 refitting) 
Palm Island —  Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "PHOENIX" "HOBART

"PATTERSON" "HELM" "MUGFORD" RALPH TALBOT" 
"BAGLEY" "VICTORIA" "MERKUR"

Townsville - Warships & Aux. - "ARUNTA" "WARREGO"



m Townsville (Contd.)
"  - KAPUNDA" "YUNNAN" (A .S .I .S )  YMS.9 YMS.49 YMS.50

Maryborough - Warships & Aux.. - "KALGOORLIE"
Brisbane - Warships & Aux.. - "HENLEY" "GOTJBBURN" "FULTON"

"30 .7 48 " "AASE MAERSK" "W.A.HOLBROOK"
"POYANG" (A .S .I .S )  YP. 233 YMS. 8 YMS.46 
YMS.47 YMS.48 

(Repairing) "S C .744" "GEELONG"

(i i )  KMEfY FORCES

(1) Shortlands-Munda - One Liberator reported no shipping visible
by the light of flares in the Buin - Shop tland Harbour area 
early morning 1 2 /3 .  Another sighted two vessels SE of 
Shortland Island course West. One destroyer escorting one 
large cargo vessel was sighted 2 miles SE of Pupukina Point, 
course 310° and one cargo vessel anchored near Kahili in 
morning reconnaissance 1 2 /3 . Sightings l l /3  accounted for 
10 ships in the area.

3 Liberators attacked Munda, Ballale and Kahili 
strips early morning 12th. 21 Avengers attacled Munda late 
12 /3  starting two fires . One Avenger missing,

(2) Solomons Aircraft - photos 12 /3  show -
Vila  * m 3 fighters in revetments
Buka - 4 fighters, 2 bombers (partial coverage)
Munda - 5 fighters, 1 bomber (all inoperative)

Reconnaissance aircraft over Buka a.m . 12 /3  sighted 12 fighters, 
two o f  which unsuccessfully attempted interception.

(3) Bougainville Is . - The Japanese administrative officer Toshiro
is at llama Ifuma according to a report 1 2 /3 . Natives are 
reported to be flocking to Numa Numa as labourers for the 
Japanese who are there in strength.

(4) ftabaul - Partial photographs of the Rabaul area l l lo /l 2  revealed
TFT vessels 5-

6 destroyers
3 submarines
3 patrol craft
1 submarine tender
2 destroyer tenders 
1 minesweeper

36 merchant vessels (totalling 153 ,000  tons)
8 tankers

Aircraft t
Lakunai - 83 fighters, 6 dive-bombers, 4 med.bombers 
Malaguna - 1 f / b , 6 f / p 
Rapopo - 41 medium bombers
Vunakanau - 17 medium bombers (only small portion of

aer odrome photographed)
(5) Wewak - Three unidentified vessels were sighted in  Wewak Harbour

nn>o/i2 .
(6 ) Lae Convoy Remnants - Further small parties landing on Goodenough

Island i l /S  were killed  or captured. A report timed 1015/12 
states that groups of Japanese with beaphed lifeboats were 
sighted on Nauria Island. A raft with 12 Japanese was strafed 
43 miles WNW Woodlark Island, and another with 8 Japanese 74 
miles NSW Kiriwina Island l l /3 *

(7) Milne Bay - One reconnaissance aircraft was over the area at 0844/12

2 . NORTH WESTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 00 /l5 ;

(1) "CASTLEMAINE" escorting "BABINDA" was to depart for Rouson
Island 1130 /13 .

(2) "INVERELL" escorting Convoy TD13 ("ISLANDER" "MULIAMA") dep.
Thursday Island 1906/10 for Darwin ETA 0l00 /l5*

(3) 3 aubimrines on patrol.
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0>) In Harbour?

C  Darwin - Warships & Aux, - "LATROBE"
Merchant Vessel si "BURWAH"

( i i )  MESSY FORCES

(1) Ambon - A 6-7000 ton ship was hit by 3 B ,24*s during an 
a-cTack on sM oping and wharf installations at Ambon 
1100- 1130/12 /

Fulloro - 8 fighters were sighted on the aerodrome 0817 /12 ,
(3) Lautenx - A 1500 ton coastal type vessel with funnel aft and 

two tall masts was sighted stationary at Lautem a,m, 12/3,

3 , SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(1) AIL I ED FORCES 

In Harbours

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE” ‘'TROMP" "VAN GALEN”
"PELIAS" "CHILDS" "ISABEL” "DUBBO" "SVALLAROO" 
"HORSHAM" "LARK" "OTUS"

Exmouth Gulf- Warships & Aux. - "PRESTON” "WHIPPOORWILL"

4 . EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/13 :

(1) "ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN" escorting Convoy C079 was to depart
Newcastle 1 3 /3 . "ROCKHAMrtbN” "YANDRA" to RV 
off Sydney p.m . 13 /3  and take over escort.

(2) "GOLD STAR" en route Fremantle to Melbourne.
(3) "DOOMBA" escorting Convoy 0C78 (including "BUNGAREE") dep.

Port Phillip S159/1&  to RV in Wilson’ s Promontory 
' area with "DELORAINE" "MORESBY" escorting Convoy 

C078, ETA Convoy PC78 Port Kernbla 1900 /l5 , Sydney 
Ol00 /16 , Newcastle" dToo/lS.

(4) "CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship) departed Melbourne 1903/12 for
Sydney ETA 2359/L4,

(b) In Harbours

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "STUART” "VAN HEEMSKERK"
"LE TRIOMPHANT" "ROCKHAMPTON” "SHEPPARTON" 
"TOWNSVILLE” "YANDRA" "MILDURA" "BUNBURY"
"KYBRA" "KURUMBA" YDG.2 

(Repairing) "HELENA" "ALHENA" "MUSTIN" "HUGHES” "SELFRIDGE"
(In  Reserve) "MANOORA" "WESTRALIA"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "TJERK ITIDDE3" "SPRINGDALE" 
(Repairing) "COLAC"

(c) Proposed Movementsi

"BUNDABERG" "WARRNAMBOOL” escorting Convoy Pg38 (5 MV) to 
depart Caloundra 1800/13 for lew castle and 
Sydney*

SOOTH PACIFIC AREA

(I)  ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vm ikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Espirltu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) SAN DIEGO (CL) LAMSON 34ITH

MeCALLA MAHAN • TAYLOR FARENHOLT LANSDOWNE (DD) BREESE (DM 
SOUTHARD (DMS) CURTISS TANGIER (CVS) THORNTON (ffl D)
ATHENE (ACV) DIXIE (AD) FYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) ALCHIBA

- 3 -



ALDEBARAN PINCKNER CELENO (AK) ARCTIC (AP) SABINE 
NEOSHO PLATTE WHIPSTOCK PATUXENT (AO) NAVAJO (AT)
SKYLARK (AM) NAUTILUS (SS) YP .290 YP .516  YP .517 
YP .518

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA NORTH CAROLINA MASSACHUSETTS (BB)
SARATOGA (CV) SAN JUAN COLUMBIA (CL) MURPHY DUNIA P BALCH 
FANNING AULICK CONYNGHAM CUMMINGS PERKINS (DD) JAMESTOWN 
( PG) PR0MET;EUS (AR) ARGONNE (AS) WHITNEY (AD) TALAMANCA 
MAJABA GEORGE CLYKER JOHN PENN Me CAWLEY (AP) NEVILLE 
MERCURY ALGORAB ARIDED TITANIA CASTOR (AK) TRYON (APH) 
SONOMA PAWNEE (AT) SUA1ICO CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT 
KINGFISHER (AM) ARD.2 Y P .S 9  35 .1119 PS .1121 YMS.10 
YMS.70 SC .738 SC .740 SC.759 SC .750 KIWI (a / s  Vessel)

(4) At Suva - POCOMOKE (CVS) ROSE’/OOD CATALPA (YN)
(5) At Nandi - LANG (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)
(6 ) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (AM) LOCUST

BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) MATAI MOA GALE TJI (a / s 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKIME PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AG)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND CGLORADO (BB) LOUISVILLE CCCHITA (CA)
CLEVELAND DENVER MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SANGAMON 
SUWANNEE (ACV) FRAZIER EDWARDS CONWAY CONY WALLER 
GANSEVOORT AARON W&RD RENSBAW EATON PHILIP (DD)
KANAWHA LACKAWANNA NE SC HE’S (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER 
PC .476 PC.477 PC .479 KITTYKAWK (APV)

(8) fit Auckland - LEANDER (CL) EBONY (YN) AMTARES (AK) MOUNT VERNON (AP)
SOLACE (AH)

Refitting - ACHILLES (CL)
(9) At Wellington - GRAYSON (DD) TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES.JACKSON

PRES.HAYES PRES.ADAMS H.T.ALLEN CRESCENT CITY (AP)
LIBRA (AK)

(10) At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (Sloop)

IMDIAK OCEAN AtflSA
(i) ALLIED FORCES

"KANIMBLA" escorting ”FAIRISLE* "CAPE CHARLES” dep. Fremantle 
0830 /8 . To escort ”FAIRISLE” to Colombo ETA 19 /3  
and "CAPE CHARLES" to position 006 11»N, 77°32»Ej 
"CAPE CHARI.ES" to proceed Persian G£Lf.

I I .  NAVAL INCIDENTS

N I L .

H I .  ENEMY*S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S. ,V. P.A. particularly
Central & Northern Solomons ~ North coast New Guinea - S.W. 
coast Dutch New Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive activity from East Indies area including
further infiltration to the eastward along south coast Dutch 
New Guinea.

(3) Increased offensive submarine a ctivity.

For DIRECTOR C . 0 . I . C .
r .H .  ^ . ' .7 F 3 T  

13 / 3 /4 3
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A P P E N D I X

DAILT APffiFClATION-PACIFIC 3 IHDIAIi OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

A. SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

^E A S T E R N  SECTION Effective Non-effective

8 ” Cruiser 
6 ” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla  Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

(i) Allied Po r’cest

AUSTRAL IA 
HOBART 
PHOENIX 
VAN HEEMSKERK

ARUM1 A
WARRAMUNGA
LB TRIOMPHANT
HELM
HENLEY
PATTERSON
RALPH TALBOT
BAGLEY
1IUGFORD
STUART
VENDETTA
TJERK HIDDES
ALBAC OHE )

HELENA

MANOORA )
WESTRALIA )

SELFRIDGE

On Reserve

Subirarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

.Oilers

GATO 
GROWLER 
FETO 

JUBER JACK 
GRAMPUS 
GRAYBACK 
GREENLING 
GROUPER 
GUARDFISH 
TRITON 
TUNA 
K .9
FULTON
DOBBIN
TULSA
HILO
AASE MAERSE 
BISHOPDALE 
KURUMBA 
VICTORIA

At Brisbane

On Patrol

At Sydney

(i i )  Enemy Forces: (Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force) 
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers) 
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet) 
CinC 6th Fleet (Subnarines)
3-4 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
^fel Converted A/C Carrier (XCV) 
W 3 Auxiliary a / c Carriers (ACV)

YAMATO
MUSA SHI
MUTSU
NAGATO
ZuIKAKU
ZUIIJO
UNYO
1 unknown

OTAKA
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6 heiJvy cruisers (CA) MOGAMI (bel. sunk X 4 /ll )  
MYOKO ) poss. stink 
SUZUYA ) 13-14/11

.4 light cruisers (CL)

ATAGO 
TAKAO 
NACHI 
HAGURO 
KUMAR0 
AOBA 
JINTSU 
KATOill 
HASH IMA 
HAGAKA

5-6 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
Approx 27 Submarines (S3)
Approx 35-40 destroyers (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS) CHITOSE

AKITSU SHIMA
5-6 Converted s/P Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3 , 000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB's, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 378 shore-based aircraft incl. 154 P , 142 B , 22 f / b , 42 f / p ,

18 Ob Eta or transport aircraft.

>

WESTERN SECTION

( I ) Allied Forces:

6 "  Cruiser
Flotilla  Leader
Armed Merchant Cruiser
Destroyer
S/P  Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Submarines

ADELAIDE 
TRC&P 
KANIMBLA 
VAN GALEN 
HERON
iff .  3 . PRESTON 
CHILDS 
P ELI AS 
TAMBOR )
TAUTOG ) On Patrol
GAR )
GRAYLING 
GRENADIER 
GUDGEON 
THRESHER 
TROUT 
K.12

At Premantle

EAST INDIES - P.-IILIPPINES

) (i) Allied Forces:

3 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or HE I area (see above)

( i i )  Enemy Forces:

C»s in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleet
1 heavy cruiser (CA)
6 light cruisers (CL>)

Approx 16-20 Destroyers (DD) 
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (CVS)

A SHIGARA 
KASHII 
KUMA 
ISUZU 
01
KITAGAMI

NATORI (damaged 21 /1)

N0T0R0X  v > W »  Ju  X C *  t l v  v  C *J . X \ V  V u  / .

\Approx 209 shore-based aircraft incl. 96 F, 70 B, 3 F /B, 24 F /P , 
f 16 transport aircraft.



so u m  PACIFIC AREA Effective

( i ) Allied Forces:

Non-effective

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary A/C Card, ers

8 ” Cruisers

6" Cruisers

5" Cruisers 

Destroyers

CENTRAL PAD I.FIC AREA 

Battleships

Converted A/c Carrier 
Auxiliary A/c Carriers

INDIAKA
WASHINGTON
NORTH CAROLINA
MASSACHUSETTS
MAR AND
COLOxtADO
NEW MEXICO
ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA
CHENANGO
SANGAIiPN
SUWANNEE
LOUISVILLE
WICHITA
HONOLULU
ST. LOUIS
NASHVILLE
C OLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
L SANDER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN
50 (approx)

( i ) Allied Forces:

8 ” Cruisers

IDAHO
i.ussissipri
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA 
LONG ISLAND 
NASSAU 
ALTA; AHA 
COPAIIEE
SALT LAKE CITY 
NEW ORLEANS

ACHILLES

W EST VIRGINIA 
CAL IFORNIA
TENS ESSEE

MINNEAPOLIS 
PENS AC CIA 
PORTLAND 
SAN FRANCISCO

CinC 1st Fleet 
6*7 Battleships (BB)

( i i )  Enemy Forcesi (Saipan-Bonins-Formosa-Japan)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted a / c Carriers (XCV)

1 Auxiliary a / c Carrier (ACV)
3 Heavy Cruisers (CA)

2 Li^ht Cruisers (CL)

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
BYUGA
KAHUNA
KONGO

HAYATAKA
HITAKA
CBUYO
TONE
TIKUMA
CHOKAI
ABU'KUMA
SENDAI

NISSHIN
KAMO I

SHOKAKU

1-2 Converted s/P Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers and Gunboats (DD & PG) 
Approx 27 Submarines (SS)



D. NORTHERN PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

(1) Allied ! 'ovcesi

8 ” Cruiser 
6 " Ciiisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

CinC 5th Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL)

IKDIA1JIP OLIS
DETROIT 
RALE IG’I

(i i )  Enemy Forces; (N.Honshu-Kuriles-Aleutians)

2-3 Armed Merchant Cruisers 
Approx 4 lestroyers (DD) 
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)

(XCL)

TAMA
EISO

E . SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

6” Cruisers

(i) Allied Forces:

CONCORD
TREKTON
RICHMOND

EW INDIAN OCEAN AiiEA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 ” Cruisefs

7 .5 "  Cruisers

6 " Cruisers

Armed. Merchant Cruiser3

A .A . Ship
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

( i ) Allied rorces:

Vs AR SPITE 
RESOLUTION 

m RALILLIE3 
REVENGE

*  ROYAL SOVEREIGN
*  ILLUSTRIOUS 

ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE

x GEGHGIOS AVEROFF (Greek)
HAW XINS 
FROBISHER
MAURITIUS *  GLASGOW
G A O IA  *  EMERALD
BIRMINGHAM «  DANAE
ENTERPRISE DURBAN
LIVERPOOL CARADOC
ARETHUSA 
CERES 
DAUNTLESS 

j* DRAGON 
CAPETOWN 

j* OALEDGM 
x SUMATRA (Dutch)

ALA, NIA 
CARTHAGE

*  C ORFU
C HITRAL 

EM  PURA 
avANCRI
WORCESTERSHIRE

*  C AIL ISLE

h  Note: No recent intelligence. Present
location uncertain.

(ii ) Ene ry Forces:

Approx 3 Submarines



MOST SECRET

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

14th March,1945

I . DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1 . NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1

(2

(3

(4
(5

(6

(7
(8

(9
(10
(11

(12

(13
(14

(15)

(a) At Sea to 1200 /l4 :

"BENDIGO” escorting "JASON LEE" departed Port Moresby 1657/l 3  
for Townsville ETA 0700/16.

"MANTJNDA" departed Port Moresby 1530/12 for Brisbane ETA 
1300 /16 .

YP .280 Y P .286 Y P .288 en route Noumea to Brisbane, were 
due 1200/14.

"MERKUR" departed Townsville 2L 30/13 for Brisbane ETA 0600/17 .
"BOWEN" escorting Convoy TN49 ("WEST CACTUS" "CARLISLE") to 

Milne Bay feTA l 6 0 0 A 4 .
"VENDETTA" escorting Convoy TN50 ("TAROONA") departed 

Townsville 2322/IS for Milne Bay ETA 1800 /l4 .
"SUMNER" "S C .746" departed Townsville 1430/10 for Deboyne is .
"ARUNTA" escorting Convoy TN48 ("DAVID BUSHNELL" "H.D.THOREAU"

" H .D E A R B O R ) departed Townsville 0850/13 for Port 
Moresby ETA 0800 /l5 .

"SWAN" was due Cairns 0700/14 from Townsville,
"HENLEY" departed Brisbane 0937/13 for Palm Island.
"GYMPIE" escorting "BANTAM" "CAROLA" "BISHOPDALE" (all for

Townsville) from Caloundra. "GYMPIE" to part company 
at Capricorn Channel and return Caloundra.

"WAGGA" escorting "DUNDULA" (for Bowen) "VAN 0UTR00RN" (for 
Townsville) from Caloundra.

"WILLARD A.HOLBROOK" was to depart Brisbane 0800/16  for Noumea.
"LITHGOW" departed Brisbane 2044/11 to RV with Cable Repair 

Ship "CABLE ENTERPRISE" in position 85° FIngal Head
24 .5  miles at 0600 /l2 . "LITHGOW" to provide a / s 
protection during reoair operations and on return 
of "CABLE ENTERPRISE" to Brisbane.

8 submarines on patrol.

(to) In Harbour:

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay 

Port Moresby

Thursday Is. 
Cairns

Palm Island

Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane

(Repairing)

Warships & Aux. « "PIRIE"
Merchant Vessels? "BONTEKOE"
Warships & Aux. - "HILO" 17 PT«s YP.291 
Small Craft - Approx 50 
Warships & Aux. - "BROOME" "KATOOMBA"
Merchant Vessels: "TIME" "STAGEN" "GEORGE McCRARY" 

"GORGON" " PORTMAR" "EMPIRE BAMBLE" "GENERAL 
VERSPIJCK"

Small Craft - Approx 20 
Warships & Aux. - "WILCANNIA"
Warships & Aux. - "WARRAMUNGA" "GLEHELG" "ECHUCA" 

"BALLARAT" " 'WI3 YALLA * "KAPUNDA" "PLATYPUS"
Y P .236 10 PT*s (2 refitting)

Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "PHOENIX" "HOBART" 
"PATTERSON" "HELM" "MUGFORD" "RALPH TALBOT" 
"BAGLEY" "VICTORIA"

Warships & Aux. - "WARREGO" "YUNNAN" (A .S .I .S )
YMS.9 YMS.49 YMS.50 

Warships & Aux. - "KALGOORLIE"
Warships & Aux. - "GOBLBURN" "TULSA" "FULTON"

"S C .748" "A 3E MAERSK" "POYANG" ( A .S . I .S . )  
YP .233 YMS.8 YMS.46 YMS.47 YMS.48 
SC. 744 "GEELONG"
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(c ) Proposed Movements:

^ ( 1 )  "GOULBURN* escorting Convoy BT43 ("CREMER" "JANSSENS" "CHARON")
V  to depart Brisbane 2000/14 ,

(i i )  EHEKY FORCES

(1) Guadalcanal - Enemy aircraft dropped 7 bombs on Guadalcanal
during the night 11-12/3 causing no damage or casualties.

(2) New Georgia - Munda aerodrome was attacked 2008/12 by 12
torpedo bombers•

A small enemy vessel was reported off Rendova at 
dawn 1 2 /3 . The vessel was subsequently strafed by fighters 
and seen to burn aad explode.

Vila dumps and bivouac area were attacked 1020/13 by 
18 dive-bombers escorted by 23 fighters.

(3) Shortlands - Kahili and Ballale were harassed throughout the
ni>lit 12-13/3 by 4 Liberators. Flares were dropped but no 
shipping was seen.

Two reconnaissances a.m . 1 3 /3  saw 4 cargo vessels in 
the Buin-Tonolei area.

(4) Solomons Aircraft - Photos ±0/0 show -
" Kahili - 30 fighters, 2 bombers

Ballale - 13 fighters
Faisi - 24 Zero f / p s , 1 four-engined f / b

Vila - Nil
Munda - None operative
Buka was apparently not covered.

(5) Admiralty Is . - Photographs 13 /3  show that the runway at
Lorengau 'is still unserviceable.

Reconnaissance 1008/13 sighted 3 destroyers approximately 
50 miles west of Manus Is . course 110°.

(6) Wewak - Blurred photographs noon 12 /3  show 4 probable aircraft
on the aerodrome and in the harbour one probable patrol craft 
and two 400 ton vessels.

At 1 ^ 0 / 1 3  a convoy of 8 vessels was sighted 
approximately 28 miles N .E . of Wewak course 270° speed 12 
knots. Photos show the composition of the convoy probably 
to be - 3 destroyers and 5 merchant vessels.

The convoy was shadowed and the latest report 
received gives its position 40 miles N.W. Wewak at 2045/13,

Air strikes were despatched but results are not yet 
to hand.

In addition, one destroyer and 2 cargo vessels were 
reported in Wewak Harbour.

(7) Komlatum - Enemy positions Komiatum area were strafed a .m . 13 /3
by three Beaufighters.

(8) Mubo - Our patrols report 12 /3  enemy activity between Guadagasal
and the Saddle.

2. NORTH 'faSTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Qo/l4:

(1) "CASTLEMAINE" escorting "BABINDA" was to depart Port Keats
1130/13 for Peron Is ,

(2) "LATROBE" escorting "BURWAH" "DARVEL" departed Darwin 0722/13
for Thursday island ETA 2030 /16 ,

(3) "INVERELL" escortin/s; Convoy TD13 ("ISLANDER" "MTJLIAMA") dep.
Thursday Island l90G/lo for Darwin ETA 0100/15 .

(4) 3 submarines on patrol.

(i i )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) Ambon - Photos of Ambon !130 /l2  show -
6 merchant vessels (2-5,000 tons)
> small merchant vessels 

Total T£T aggregating 25 ,000  tons.
The Harbour was partially obscured by clouds and other 
vessels may have been present.
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(2) S.W.Coast Dutch New Guinea - Reconnaissance a.m . 13 /3  reported 
the following' "shipping -
Babo “ 1 merchant -vessel (8-10,000 tons)
Bentoni Bay - (across MacCluer Gulf from Babo) - 1 merchant 

vessel (4-6£0 tons)
Raaf Bay (3 °4 5 , S, 133 55*E) - 4  merchant vessels (approx

4,000 tons eagh) 
Bamaripi (4 °3 0 'S , 135°15»S) - 5 small vessels 
Oemara (15 miles E. of Namaripi) - 4 small cargo ships 
Maimawa (4°02»S, 135°18»E) - a river ferry

The unusual shipping activity in this area together 
with the increased shipping at Ambon conforms with other 
recent intelligence indicating Increased enemy activity 
generally in this area.

3 . SOUr II WESTERN Alt LA

(i)  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1 2Q 0/l4 :

"TROMP" escorting "EXTAVIA" departed Fremantle 1259 /13 .
"TROMP" was to escort until dark.

(b ) In Harbour i

Fremantle - Warships & a u x . - "ADELAIDE" "VAN GALENn " PELIAS"
"CHILDS" "ISABEL" "DUBBO" "WALLAROO" "HORSHAM" 
"LARK" "OTUS"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "PRESTON" "WHIPPOORWILL"

4 , EASTERN SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1 2 0 0 /l4 ;

"BUNDABERG" "WARHHAMBOOL" escorting Convoy PG38 (5 MV) dep. 
Caloundra 1814 for Newcastle W2A. So00/l5 and 
Sydney ETA 0430 /16 .

"ROCKHAMPTON" "YANDRA" escorting Convoy C079.
"GOLD STAR" en route Fremantle to Melbourne."
"CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship) departed Melbourne 1903/12 for 

Sydney ETA 2359/14.
"DELORAI ME" "MORESBY" escorting Convoy OC78 (including

" BUNGAREE") ETA Port Keiribia 1900/15 , Sydney 0 l0 0 /l6 , 
Newcastle 0700/16*

(b ) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships &  Aux. - "STUART" "VAN HEEMSKERK"
"LB TRIOMPHANT" "SHEPPARTON" "ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN" 
"TOWNSVILLE* "MILDURA" "KYBRA" "KURUMBA" YDG.2 

(Repairing) "HELENA" "ALHENA" "MUSTIN" "HUGHES" "SELFRIDGE"
(In Reserve) "MANOORA" "WESTRALIA"

Jervis Bay - Warships &  Aux. - "BONBUHT"
Melbourne - Warships k Aux. - "TJERK HIDDES" "SPRINGDALE"

"DOOMBA"
(Repairing) "COLAC"

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(1) iLLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) SAN DIEGO (CL) LAM SON McCALLA

MAHAN FARENHOLT LANSDOWNE (DD) BREESE (DM) SOUTHARD (DMS) 
CURTISS TANGIER (AV) THORNTON (AVD) ATHENE (ACV) DIXIE (AD) 

FYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) ALCHIBA ALDEBARAN PINCKNEY CELEKOjMS)

- 3 -
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SABI ME NEOSHO PLATTE WHIPS TOOK PATUXENT (AO) NAVAJO (AT) 
sk y l a r k  (AM) NAUTILUS (SS) ROSEWOOD (YN)

_ (3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA NORTH CAROLINA MASSACHUSETTS (BB] 
m  SARATOGA (CV) SAN JUAN COLUMBIA (CL) DUNLAP BALCH FANNING

AULICK CONYNGHAM CUMMINGS PERKINS (DD) JAMESTOWN (PG) 
PROMETHEUS (AR) ARO-ONNE (AG) SHITNEY (AD) GEORGE CLYMER 
JOHN PENN McCAWLEY (AP) i'AJABA TALAMANCA MERCURY 
ALGORAB TITANIA CASTOR (AK) TRYON (APH) SONOMA PAWNEE (AT] 
SUAMICO CIMARRCN (AO) ADROIT KINGFISHER (AM) ARD.2 
PC.1119 PC.1121 YMS.IO YMS.70 SC .738 SC .740 SC .749 
SC .750 KIWI (A /s  Vessel)

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN)
(5) At Nandi - LANG (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)
(6) At Samoa - NEW MEXICO (BB) ANDERSON LAVALETTE (DD) MONTGOMERY (DM)
(7) At Bora Bora - PECOS (AO)
(8) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (AM) LOCUST

BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) MATAI MOA GALE TUI (A/S 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (A?) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(9) At V ila  - MARYLAND COLORADO ( EB) LOUISVILLE WICHITA (CA)
CLEVELAND DENVER MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SANGAMON 
SUWANNEE (ACV) FRAZIER EDWARDS COMAY CONY WALLER 
GANSEVOORT AARON WARD RENSHA*/ EATON PHILIP (DD)
KANAWHA LACKAWANNA NESCHBS (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER 
m .476 PC.477 PG.479

(10) At Auckland - LEANDER (CL) EBONY (YN) ANTARES (AK) SOLACE (AH)
Refitting - ACHILLES (CL)

(11) At Wellington - GRAYSON (DD) TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES.HAYES
PRES.JACKSON PRES.ADAMS H.T.ALLEN CRESCENT CITY (AP)
LIBRA (AK)

(12) At Papeete - CKEVREUTL (Sloop)

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

(i)  ALLIED FORCES

"KANIMBLAn escorting "FAIRISLE" "CAPE CHARLES" dep. Fremantle 
0830 /8 . To escort "FAIRISLE" to Colombo ETA 19 /3  
and "CAPE CHARLES" to position 006°11*N , 77°32»Ej 
"CAPE CHARLES" to proceed Persian Gulf.

I I .  NAVAL INCIDENTS

I  I L .

I I I .  ENEMY'S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S .W .P .A .
particularly Central &  Northern Solomons - North 
coast New Guinea - S. W. coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive activity from East Indies area
including further infiltration to the eastward 
along south coast Dutch New Guinea.

(3) Increased offensive submarine activity .

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .  
G.i*. -'w. » o .W .p .AT

14/3/43
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^  DAILY A PPRBCIAT I OUT - PACIFIC AITU HiDIAIT OCEAN KAVAL ACTIVITY.

At SOUT^SST PACIFIC AREA« 

1. EASTERN SECTION.

8“ Cruiser# 
6” cruisers*

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

Submarine tender 
Destroyer tender 
Gunboats

Oilers

Effective* I.on-liffoctive*

(i) Allied Forces!

AUSTRALIA
HOBART
PHOENIX
VAN MSEUSKEHK

AEUITTA
WARRAMUNGA 
LE TRIOMPHANT 
HELM 
HMLEY 
PATTERSON 
RALPH TALBOT 
BAGLEY 
MUGFORD 
STUART 
VBIJDETTA 
TJKRK HIDDES 
ALBACoRE 
GATO 
GROWI25R 

PETO
AMBEBJACK 
GRAMPUS 
GRAYBACK 
GRESNLIHG 
GROUPER 
GUARDFISH 
TRITON 
TUNA 
K*9 
FULTC0 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO
AASE MAERSK 
BISHOPDALE 
KUR0MBA 
VICTORIA

HELENA

MANGORA )On 
WESTRALIA) reserve*

SEIiFRIDGE

At Brisbane

On patrol

At Sydney

(ii) Snsiay Forces; (Tr;. >i£—Jaluit*,Bisi.inrclcs—Oolonions*)

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Fleet (striking Force) 
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft carriers) 
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet) 
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-h Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted A/c«ota*rier (XCV)
3 Auxiliary A/c*Carrier-s (ACV)

YA1IAT0
IIUSASHI
MBTSU
NAGATO
ZUIKAKD
2UIHO
U1-JY0
1 Unknown

OTAEA
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b heavy cruisers ^ua; 

►

4 light cruisers (CL)

5-6 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL) 
Approx. 27 aubnarinee (ss)
Approx*35-40 destroyers (DD)
2 Seaplane carriers (CVS)

k j .  A W  V

TAKAO
MACHI
HAQURO
KXIMANO
AOBA
JINTSU
KATORI
KASHIMA
NAGARA

a  n  to as
AKITSUSKIitA.

MYoKO }
iUZUYA jposs.s'ink

5-6 Converted s/p*tenders (XCVS)
Several submarine Tenders 
Approx*50 merchant ships (over 3»000 tons)
Minelayers* Minesweepers# cub.Gh&sers, MTBs, Gunboats# Patrol craft* 
Approx*l&2 shore-based aircraft incl*197 F, 163 B, 22 F/B, /*2 P/F*

18 Obsn*or transport aircraft*

2* IHSSTBHN S130TI0H*

A  6'1 cruiser
Flotilla leader 
Armed MerchaxA  Cruiser 
Destroyer 
S/P* Tenders

Submarine tender 
Submarines

(i) Allied forces:

ADELAIDE 
TROMP 
KAfflMBLA 
YAH GALELI 
HBSON

PRESTON 
CHILDS 
PELIAS 
T̂ -iiJOii j
TAUTOG J On patrol* 

GAR )
GRMXIKG 
GRSHADIBR 
GUDGEON 
THRESHER 
TROUT 
2*12

At Preman tle«

ISA ST INDIES - P H IL IP P IN E  
------ — — ^ H x & j  Forces*

3 submarines on patrol stations in  China Sea or HSZ area (see above)*

(ii) Aneuy .Forces*.

C*s in C 1st, 2nd and. 3rd southwest lixpeditionary F 1eets*

1 heavy cruiser (CA) NATOHI (damaged
6 Light cruiserB (CL) k£ma 21/1.)

ISUSU

ETAGAMI

Approx*16-20 destroyers (DD)
Approx* 7 subraarin os (bo) TiOTO'RO
1 seaplane carrier (cVs) *  „  /p
Approx* 206 shore-based aircraft incl*93 P» 70 B, 3 */B* 24 A *
16 transport aircraft*
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' B. SOUTH PJDXPIC AREA

Battle shi ps

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8 ” Cruisers 

6 ” Cruisers

5 ” Cruisers 

Destroyers

C. CENTRAL PACIFIC AHEA 

Battleships

Converted A/C Carrier 
Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8 ” Cm isers

(I)  Allied Forcesi

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
NORTH CAROLINA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO
NEW MEXICO
ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA
CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE
LOUISVILLE
WICHITA
HONOLULU
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
LEANDER
SAN DIBGO
SAN JUAN
50 (approx)

Effective

(i )  Allied Forcesi 

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
PENNSYLVANIA
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND
NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAHEE
SALT LAKE CITY
NEW ORLEANS

Non-e ffective

ACHILLES

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

MINNEAPOLIS
PENSACOLA
PORTLAND
SAN FRANCISCO

CinC 1st Fleet
6-7 Battleships (BB)

( i i )  Enemy Forcesi (Salpan- B e n in s -Formosa-Japan)

ISE 
FUSO 
YAMASHIRO 
HYUC-A 
HARUNA 
KONGO

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted a/ c Carriers (XCV) RAYATAKA

3H0KAKU

1 Auxiliary a / c Carrier (ACV)
3 Heavy Cruisers (CA)

2 Light Cruisers (CL)

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
2 Seaplane Carriers (AV)

1-2 Converted s /P  Tenders (XAV)
6 Old Amoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers and Gunboats (DD & PG) 
Approx 27 Submarines (SS)

BITAKA
CHUYO
TONE
T i m :  a
CII OKA I
ABUKUMA
SENDAI

NI3SHIN
KAMOI
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D. NORTHERN PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

3 " v^uiser 
6 ” Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Subar ine s

CinC 5th Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL)

( i ) Allied Forces;

INDIANAPOLIS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

(i i )  Enemy Forces? (N.Honshu-Kuriles-Aleutians)

TAMA 
KISO

2-3 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL) 
Approx 4 Destroyers (DB)
Approx 7 Submaii nes (SS)

E . SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

6 ” Craisers

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 W Cruisers

7*5” Cruisers

6 ” Cruisers

( i ) Allied Forces:

CONCORD
TRENTON
iICHMOHD

( I ) Allied Forces

36

36

x

x CLASGOw 
x EMERALD 
*  DANAE 

DURBAN 
CARADOC

x

X
X

Armed Merchant Craisers

A ,A , Ship
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

*  Note:

WARSPITE 
RESOLUTION 
RAM ILL IE S
REVESGE
ROYAL SOVEREIGN 
ILLUSTRIOUS 
ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE
GEORGIOS AVEROFF (Greek) 
HAWKINS 
FROBISHER 
MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA 
BIRMINGHAM 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
ARETHUSA 
CERES 
DAUNTLESS 
DRAGON 
CAPET Ofl/N 
CALEDON
SUMATRA (Dutch)
ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE
CORFU 
CHITRAL
RANHJRA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE 
CARLISLE

No recent intelligence. Present
location uncertain.

(II)  Enemy Forces:

Approx 3 Subaarines
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MOST SECRET

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC &. INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

15th March,1945

f
I . DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL POKCES

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Q 0 /l5 :

(1) "SUMNER” "S C .746” on duty Deboyne Island area.
(2) "LATROBE" escorting "BURWAH* "DARVEL" dep. Darwin 0722/13

for Thursday Island ETA 2030/16.
(3) "BROOME" escorting "LAKEKAMU" "WONGAWILL" "PULGANBAR” dep.

Port Moresby 1814/14 for Thursday Island ETA 1000 /15 .
(4) "BENDIGO" escorting "JASON LEE” dep. Port Moresby 1657/13

for Townsville ETA 0700/16.
(5 ) "MANUNDA" departed Port Moresby 153o /l2  for Brisbane ETA

1300/16 .
(6) "PIRIE” escorting "BONTEKOE” departed Milne Bay 1021/14 for

Townsville ETA 0630 /l7 .
(7) "MERKttR" departed Townsville 2130/13 for Brisbane ETA 0600 /17 .
(8) "BOWEN" escorting Convoy TK49 (".VEST CACTUS” "CARLISLE") was

due Milne Bay 1600/ 1 4.
(9) "ARUNTA" escorting Convoy TN48 ("DAVID BUSHNELL" ”H. D. THOREAU"

”H.DEARBORN") departed Townsville 0850/13 for Port 
Moresby was due 0800 /15 .

(10) " SWAN" departed Cairns 1617/14 to RV with Convoy TN51 ("KATOOMBA")
off Fitzroy Island at 18 00 /l4 . To escort to Port 
Moresby ETA 0800/16 .

(11) "GLENELG" to RV with "YOCHOW" off Fitzroy Island at 1400/15 and
escort to Milne Bay ETA 1700/17 .

(12) "GYMPIE” escorting "BANTAM" "CAROLA" " BISHOPDALE* (all for
Townsville) from Caloundra. "GYMPIE" to part company 
at Capricorn Channel and return Caloundra.

(13) "WAGGA” escorting "DUNDULA" (for Bowen) "VAN 0UTII00RN" (for
Townsville) from Caloundra.

(14) "GOULBURN” escorting Convoy BT45 ("CREMER" " JANSSENS” "CHARON" -
all for Townsville) departed Caloundra 2245/14 .
"GOULBURN" to part company at Whitsunday Passage ETA 
0600/17 .

(15) "LITHGOW” departed Brisbane 2044/11 to RV with Cable Repair
Ship "CABLE ENTERPRISE” in position 85 ° Fingal Head
24 .5  miles at 0600 /l2 . "LITHGOW" to provide a/ s 
protection during repair operations and on return 
of "CABLE ENTERPRISE" to Brisbane.

(16) 8 submarines on patrol.

(*>) In  Harbour:

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "VENDETTA" "H ILO " Y P .291 17 PT*s
Merchant Vessels : "TAROONA"
Small Craft - Approx 50 

Port Moresby - VJarships & Aux. - "KATOOMBA"
Merchant Vessels: "STAGEN" "GEORGE McCRARY" "GORGON* 

"PORTMAR" "EMPIRE HAMBLE" "GENERAL VERSPIJCK” 
Small Craft - Approx 20 

Thursday Is . - Warships & Aux. - "WILCANNIA”
Cairns - Warships & Aux. - "ECHUCA" "BALLARAT" "WIIYALLA"

"KAPUNDA" "PLATYPUS" YP.236 10 PS*3 (2 refittirg 
Palm Island —  Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "fflOENIX" "HOBART”

"PATTERSON" "HELM" "HENLEY" "MUGFORD" "BAGLEY” 
"RALPH TALBOT* "VICTORIA"

Townsville - Warships & Aux. - "WARRAMUNGA" "WARREGO" "YUNNAN'(ASS
YMS.9  YMS.49 YMS.50
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Maryborough - Warships & Aux. - "KALGOORLIE*
Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "TULSA" "PULTON" " SC. 748"

"AASE MAERSK" "POYANG" (A .S .I .S )  YP .233 
YP .280 YP.286 YP .288 YMS.8 YMS.46 YMS.47 
YMS.48

(Repairing) SC .744 "GEELONG"

(ii )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) New Georgia - Vila and Munda were harassed by aircraft throu/^hout
" thehi'SEl' 13-14/3.

Photos 13 /3  show 2 fighters (not nil as previously 
reported) on Vila aerodrome.

(2) Buka - A enemy patrol of 50-100 men moved from Buka 13 /3
believed bound for Tinputz Bay - Teop area.

Buka aerodrome was attacked by 3 Catalinas 2256/13- 
040 0 /l4 .

Kimbe Bay - Reconnaissance 1100/l4  sighted 100 ton vessel 
about 30 miles east of Talasea course 2 8 0 °.

(4) Gasmata - Reconnaissance aircraft shortly after noon 14 /3
si hted 3 submarines 20-30 miles S. to SW Gasmata.

(5) Lorengau - Photos 0948/14 show that the runway is still
•unserviceable and work is continuing on dispersal bays.

(6 ) Wewak - Photos 0950/14 show 5 floatplanes at Kairlru Is . (20
miles N . by W. of Wewak) also 2 luggers and a barge.

The enemy convoy of 8 vessels reported yesterday 
14 /3  to be approaching Wewak at 1230/l 3  was attacked after 
dark that evening (see Naval Incidents). The composition of 
the convoy is believed to hage been -

2 destroyers
6 merchant vessels (incl. 1 transport o f  8000 tons,

4 cargo vessels 3-4000 tons 
1 tanker 3-4000 tons)

Reconnaissance 0955/14 reported -
2 merchant vessels in harbour

1 ^unbo^t0r ) miles N. of the Harbour

1 cargo vessel 3 ,000  tons ) in Mushu Strait,
1 possible gunboat ) course 290°
Photographs taken 2 hours later show 6 vessels 

including 2 medium merchantmen in the Harbour and 54 barges.
Reconnaissances over the previous days have consistently 

reported 3 vessels in Wewak Harbour - probably 1 patrol craft or 
minelayer and 2 small merchantmen - and it  would appear 
possible that 2 or 3 vessels of the new convoy were also In 
Wewak Harbour a .m . 1 4 /3 . One of the cargo vessels wl th escort 
may have put Into some point, possibly Kairiru I s . ,  But or 
Aitape, further up the coast.

Photographs 1155/14 show 28 fighters on the aerodrome 
but possibly more were present.

(7) Nubia (midway between Madang and Wewak) - 4 small vessels were
sighted anchored in Nubia Harbour a t  approximately 2100 /13 .

(8) Madang - Photos a.m . 1 3 /3  show 10 fighters and 1 light bomber
on iaadang aerodrome. 30 blast bays have been constructed.

The runway was bombed by a Liberator 0700/14.
(9) Lae - Photos 1115/13 show no changes on Lae or Halahang

aerodromes. Seven barges are visible in the Harbour,also 
evidence of a possible submarine.

(10) Waria River - Little enemy activity is reported 14 /3  at the 
War I a River Mouth.

NORTH WESTERN AREA

(I)  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /l5 :

(1) "CASTLEMAINE" escorting "BABINDA" was to depart Port Keats
1130/13 for Peron Island. Due Darwin 083c /l6 .

(2) 3 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin 4* Warships & Aux. - "INVERELL"
Merchant Vessels: "ISLANDER" MULIAMA"
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(I i )  ENEZ/.Y FORCES

(1) S.W,Coast, Dutch Mew Guinea - Photographs of shipping at Raaf
Bay 13 /3  show that the 5 vessels were all of approximately 
500 tons each. It is thought that all the shipping seen 
in this area were small vessels of a similar type with the 
exception of the 8-10,000 ton merchant vessel at Babo and 
possibly the other vessel also in MacCluer Gulf.

Photographs 1400/13 of Tiraika (11 miles E . of Kaukenau) 
show that the runway has been further levelled and extended 
to 1500 yards. No aircraft are v isible .

Photographs of Kalmana show the possible preparation 
of a runway at Utarom (4 miles west of Kalmana).

(2) Timor - Reconnaissance a.m . 1 4 /3  sighted no shipping In the
Kbepang area nor In Dilll Harbour*

3. 30UTH WESTERN AUKA

(I)  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 120C /l5 :

"CHILDS" departed Fremantle 2025/14 for Exmouth Gulf 
ETA p.m. 1 6 /3 .

(b ) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TROMP" "VAN GALEN"
"PELIAS" "ISABEL" "DUBBO" "WALLAROO" "LARK" 
"OTUS"

Geraldton - Warships &  Aux. - "HORSHAM"
Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "PRESTON" "WEIPPOORWILL"

4 . EASTERN tr. SOUTHERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 00 /l5 :

(1) " BUNDABERG" "WARRNAMBOOL* escorting Convoy PG38 (5 MV) dep.
Caloundra 1814/13 for Newcastle ETA SSoo/l5 and 
Sydney ETA 0430 /16 .

(2) "ROCKHAMPTON" ABRAHAM CKYNSSEN" escorting Convoy C079.
(Note: "YANDRA" escorting with i',0CKBAMPTGN11 

experienced serious engine trouble, 
and "ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN" was despatched 
from Sydney 233o/l3 . )

(3) "MUSTIN" "HUGHES" departed Sydney 174l/l4  for Noumea.
(4) "MANQORA" was to proceed for gun trials off Sydney 0930/15

and to return Sydney.
(5) "GOLD STAR" en route Fremantle to Melbourne.
(6) "DELORAINE" "MORESBY" escorting Convoy 0C78 (including

"BUNGAREE") ETA Port Kenbla I& o o A s , Sydney OlOO/lC, 
Newcastle 0700/l6«

(b ) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "STUART" "VAN HEEMSKERK"
"LE TRIOMPHANT" "SHEPPARTON" "YANDRA" "MILDURA" 
"TOWNSVILLE" "KYBRA" "KURUMBA" "CENTAUR" (Hospltefl 
Ship) YDG.2 

(Repairing) "HELENA" "ALHENA" "SELFRIDGE"
(In Reserve) "MANOORA" "WESTRALIA"

Jervis Bay - Warships & Aux. - " BUNBURY"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "TJERK HIDDES" "SPRINGDALE"

"DOOMBA"
(Repairing) "COLAC"
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(C) Proposed Movements:

(1) ’’BUNBURY1* to depart Jervis Bay 2200/15 for Sidney carrying
out a/ s sweep en route*

(2) wMAN00RA” to deoart Sydney 07 0 0 /l6 for Port Stephens ETA
1730 /16 .

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i)  ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP) 4
(2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) SAN DIEGO (CL) LAMS ON McCALL A

MAHAN FARENHOLT LANSDO'.NE SMITH WOODWORTH BUCHANAN 
LARDNER (DD) BREESE (DM) SOUTHARD (DMS) CURTISS TANGIER [M 
THORNTON (AVD) ATHENE (ACV) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) 
AMERICAN L .GION HUNTER LIGGETT FULLER (AP) ALCHIBA 
ALDEBARAN PINCKNEY CELENO (AK) SABINE NEOSHO PIATTE 
WHIPSTOCK PATUXENT (AO) NAVAJO (AT) SKYLARK (All)
NAUTILUS (SS) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA NORTH CAROLINA MASSACHUSETTS (BB
SARATOGA (CV) SAN JUAN COLUMBIA (CL) DUNLAP BALOH BANNING 
GRIDLEY AULICK CONYNGHAH CUMMINGS PERKINS (DD)
JAMESTOWN (PG) PR 01,® THE US (An) ARGONNE (AG) WHITNEY (AD) 
GEORGE GLYMER JOHN PENN McCAWLEY (AP) MAJABA TALAMANCA 
MERCURY ALGORAB TITAN IA CASTOR (AK) TRY ON (APIl) SONOMA 
PAWNEE (AT) SUAMIGO CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT KINGFISHER (AM) 
ARD.2 PC.1119 PC.1121 YMS. 10 YMS.70 SC .733 SC .740 

SC.749 SC .750 KP /I (a/ s  Vessel)

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN)
(5) At Nandi - LANG (DD) KANKAKEE (AO)
(6) At San oa - NEW MEXICO (BB) ANDERSON LA VALET TE (DD) MONTGOMERY (DM

(7) At Bora Bora - PECOS (AO) „ IT„m
(8) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (AM) LOCUSi

BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDA UK (YT) MATA I MOA GALE TUI (A/S 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(9) At V ila  - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) LOUISVILLE WICHITA (CA)
CLEVELAND DENVER MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SANGAMON 
SUWANNEE (ACV) FRAZIER EDWARDS CONWAY CONY WALLER 
GANSEVOORT AARON WARD RENSHAW EATON PHILIP* (DD)
BALIARD (AV) KANAWHA LACKA ANNA NESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR) 
ROAMER PC.476 PC.477 PC.479

(10) At Auckland - LEANDER (CL) EBONY (YN ) AH TARES (AK) SOLACE (AH)

(11) A t ^ e l  1 innton - GRAYSOn S dD) TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES.HASTES
PRES. JACKSON PRES. ADAMS CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (All)

(12) At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (Sloop)

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

"KANIMBLA" escorting FAIR ISLE” "CAPE CHARLES* d e p .F r  auntie  
0830 /s . To escort "FAIRISLE" to Colombo ETA 19 /3  
and "CAPE CHARLES’* to position 006°11*N , 7 7 °3 2 ’E ; 
"CAPE CHARLES” to proceed Persian Gulf,

I I .  NAVAL INCIDENTS

Wewak - The enemy convoy s i f t e d  approaching wewak at 1230/l 3  
■̂“ was shadowed until the striking force of 6 Fortresses arrived. 

At 1800 /13  in a position 25 miles N. by E . of i/ewak, the 
shadowing aircraft reported the composition of the convoy 

to be -
2 destroyers
1 transport (8 ,000  tons)
4 cargo vessels (3-4,000 tons)
1 talker (3-4,000 tons)



In addition 3 vessels were seen in Wewak Harbour 
at this ilme. The vessels were described as one destroyer 
and 2 cargo vessels but they were probably the same units 
sighted over the previous days i . e * 1 patrol craft or mine- 
layer and 2 small 400 ton vessels.

At 2025 /13 , 6 Portresses attacked the convoy. Three 
dropped demolition bombs on the aerodrome end township and a 
fourth bombed the convoy from 5500-7500 ft while the remaining
2 aircraft dropped 500-lb 5-second delay bombs from 200-250 ft . 
Both these two aircraft scored hits on 7-8000 ton vessels , 
possibly the same ship. One such ship exploded violently afad 
was still burning fiercely 1-J hours later. A large destroyer 
was h it  with one bomb also a 4 ,000  ton tanker which could not 
be found when the ai rcraft circled back.

Photos a.m. 14 /3  sgow 6 vessels in Wewak Harbour, 
possibly Uie original 3 plus 3 merchant vessels from the convoy, 
while a 3-4000 ton cargo vessel with a possible gunboat as 
escort was seen proceeding on course 290° through Muschu strait 
possibly bound for Kairlru Is . or some point on the coast.

I I I .  ENEMY * S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) strong consolidation advanced positions S.tf. P .A .
particularly Central & Northern Solomons - North 
coast New Guinea - S.S?. coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura Sea Islands*

(2) Possible offensive activity from East Indies area
including further infiltration to the eastward 
along south coast Dutch New Guinea.

(3) Possible offensive activity in N .W . Pacific.
(4) Increased offensive submarine activity.

W ■»*

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .
in. . , . . — . . . . . , ........................................m t---------- -- -------- B * * T T "

• ild • 9
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A P P E N D I X  

DAILY AP PREC IATIOK-PACIPIC & INDIA IT OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

A. SOUTHWEST PACI>IC AREA 

1 . EASTERN ACTION

8 ” Cruiser 
6 “ Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers 

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Effective

(I) Allied Forces:

AUSTRALIA 
HOBART 
PHOENIX 
VAN HKEMSKERK

ARUNTA 
WARRAMUNGA 
LE TRICMPHANT 
HELM 

HENLEY 
PATTERSON 
RALPH TALBOT 
BAGLEY 
MUGFORD 
STUA RT 
VENDETTA 
TJERK HIDDES

Non-effective

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Oi le rs

HELENA

MANOORA )
WESTRALIA ) 

SELFRIDGE

On Reserve

)ALBACOHE 
GATO 
GROWLER 
PETO 
AMBERJACK 
GRAMPUS 
GRAYBACK 
GREENLMG 
GROUPER 
GUARDFISH 
TRITON 
TUNA 
K .9
FULTON
DOBBIN
TULSA
HILO
AASE MAERSK 
BI3H0PDC.E 
KURUMBA 
VICTOiCLA

At Brisbane

On Patrol

At Sydney

(I I )  Enemy Force a:

CinC Combined Fleet
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force)
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battle shins (BB) YAMATO

MUSA SHI 
MtlTSU 
NAGATO 
ZUIKAKU 
ZUIHO 
UNYO
1 unknoivn

(Truk-Jalult-Bismarcks-Solomons)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted a /C  Carrier (XCV) 

^ 3  Auxiliary a / c Carriers (ACV) OTAKA
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6 heavy cruisers (CA)

light cruisers (CL)

5-6 Armed Merchant Cruisers 
Approx 27 submarines (SS) 
Approx 35-40 destroyers (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

(XCL)

ATAGO
TAKAO
NACHI
HAGURO
KUMANO
AOBA
JINTSU
KATORI
KASHIMA
NAGARA

MOGAMI (be 1 .sunk 14 / l 1) 
MYOKO ) poss. sunk 
SUZUYA ) 13-14/11

CHITOSE 
AKITSUSHIMA

5-6 Converted s/p Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTBs, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 442 shore-based aircraft incl. 197 F , 163 B, 22 f / b , 42 f / p , 

18 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

W este r n  re n o n

(i)  Allied Forces:

6" Cruiser ADELAIDE
Flotilla  Leader TROMP
Armed Merchant Cruiser KANIMBLA
Destroyer VaN GALEN
s/p Tenders HERON

W . j.. PRESTON
CHILDS

Sub rat rine Tender PELIAS
Submarines TAM BOR )

TAUTOG ) On
GAR ) 
GRAYLING ) 
GRENADIER ) 
GUDGEON ) 
THRESHER ) 
TROUT ) 
K.12 )

On Patrol

At Fremantle

3. i*.AoT IMDI.-.S - -FILl^rlivxi.S

( ! )  Allied Forces?

3 submarines on patrol stations in China sea or HE I  area (see above)

(ii )  Enemy Forces:

C fs in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleets
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASHIGARA
6 light cruisers (CL)

pprox 16-20 destroyers (DD) 
pprox 7 submarines (SS)

1 Seaplane Carrier (CVS)

KASHI I
kuma

ISUZU
01
1ITAGA T

KATORI (damaged 2 l / l )

NOTOR0
Approx 206 shore-based ai rcraft incl. 93 F, 70 B, 3 F /B , 24 f / p , 

16 transport aircraft.



B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

(I)  Allied forces:

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8" Cruisers 

6 ” Cruisers

^ ^ 5 "  Cruisers 

Destroyers

INDIANA
WASH I NOT ON
NORTH CAROLINA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO
HEW ME-XICO
ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA
CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SWAN HEE
LOUISVILLE
WICHITA
HONOLULU
ST,LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
LEANDER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN
50(a§»pro x)

ACHILLES

WEST VIRGINIA 
CALIFORNIA
TE MIES SEE

MINNEAPOLIS 
PENSACOLA 
PORTLAND 
SAN FRANCISCO

(ii )  Enemy Forces: ( Saipan-Bonins-Formosa-Japan)

^ p i n C  1st Fleet 
W 6-7 Battleships (BP)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted A/c Carriers (XCV)

1 Auxiliary A/C Carrier (ACV)
3 Heavy Cruisers 'CA)

2 Light Cruisers (CL)

•
1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

1-2 Converted s /?  Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers and Gunboats (DD & PG) 
Approx 27 Submarines (SS)

ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYtJGA
HARUNA
KONGO

SHOKAKU

KAYATA&A
HITAKA
CHUYO
TONE 
TIKUMA 
CKO® I 
ABUKUMA 
SENDAI

NISSHIN
SAMOI

C. CENTRAL Pa CIFICAREA

Battleships

Converted a / c Carrier 
Auxiliary a / c Carriers

(I) Allied Forces:

ID Alt 0
MISSISSIPPI 
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA 
LONG ISLAND 
NASSAU 

PAM A HA

8 ” Cruisers SALT LAKE CITY 
NEW ORLEANS
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D. NORTHERN PACIFIC Ai?EA Effective Non-effective

8 n Cruisers 
6 ” Cruisers

10 Destx^ers 
10 Submarines

CinC 5 th Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL)

(i )  Allied Forces:

INDIANAPOLIS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

(I i )  Enemy Forces: (N.Honshu-Kurile s-Aleutians)

2-3 Armed Merchant Cruisers 
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD) 
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)

(XCL)

T ALIA 
KISO

E. SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

6” Cruisers

P̂ TK D IA K  OCEAN A HEA 

Battle shins

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 ” Cruisers

7 ,5 "  Cruisers

6 ” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers

A.A . Ship
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submerines

(i) Allied Forces:

CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

(i) Allied Forces:

WARSPITE 
RESOLUTION

*  RAM ILL IES 
REVENGE

*  ROYAL SOVEREIGN 
x ILLUSTRIOUS

ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE 

3t GEORGIOS AVEROFF (Greek) 
HAMINS 
FROBISHER 
MAO' .1 TIUS 
GAMBIA 
BIRMINGHAM 
ENTSRPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
ARETHUSA 

C ERES 
DAUNTLESS 

x DRAGON 
CAPETOWN 

-* CALEDON
*  SUMATRA (Dutch)

ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE

x CORFU 
C HITRAL 
RAN PURA 
RANCHI
VO RCESTERSHIRE 

x c a r l ix e

x GLASGOW 
*  EMERALD 
x DANAE 

DURBAN 
CARADOC

x Note: No recent in be 11 ige nee.
location uncertain.

(11) Enemy Forces:

Present

Approx 3 Submarines

«* 4 **



DAILY APP* OIi'tTI'j;-?iU,IPlO ... IK .PI AM OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

MOST SECRET

16th March,1943

I . DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1 . NORTH EASTERN AREA

( ! )  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Q0/l6 :

(1) "SUMNER” "3C .746 " on survey duty Deboyne Island area.
(2) "LATROBE" escorting "BURWAH" "DARVEL" dep. Darwin 0722/13

for Thursday Island ETA 2030 /l6 .
(3) "VENDETTA" escorting "TAROONA" departed Milne Bay 07 3l /l5

for Townsville ETA Grafton Passage 0700 /l6 .
(4) "BENDIGO" escorting "JASON LEE" dep. Port Moresby 1657/13

for Townsville was due 0700 /l6 .
(5) "MANUNDA" departed Port Moresby 1530/12 for Brisbane ETA

1300 /16 .
(6) "PIRIE" escorting "BONTEKOE" departed Milne Bay 1021/14 for

Townsville ETA 0630/l7~.
(7 ) "BROOME" escorting "LAKEKAMu" "WONGA.VILL" "PDLGARBAR" was

due Thursday Island 1000/15 .
(8) PC.1119 PC.1121 YMS.10 YMS.70 SC .738 SC .74° SC .749

SC .750 en route Noumea to Brisbane ETA 1300 /l8 .
(9) "MERKUR" dep. Townsville 2130/13 for Brisbane ETA 0600 /17 .

(10) "GLENELG" escorting "YOCHOW" from Fitzroy Island RV to Milne
Bay ETA 1700/17.

(11) "WARREGO" escorting Convoy TM53 ( " S1ARTENH0NDT" "M0NT0R0"
"CAROLA") was to depart Townsville 1200/l3  for Port 
Moresby ETA 1600/19 .

(12) "SWAN" escorting Convoy TN51 ("KATOOMBA") was due Port
Moresby oSoo/Io.”

(13) YP.236 departed Cairns 0817/15 for Milne Bay ETA 2000/17 .
(14) "WAGGA" escorting "VAN OUTHOORN" to Townsville ETA 1900 /l6 .
(15) "GOULBURN" escorting Convoy BT43 ("CREMER" "JANSSENS" "CHARON" -

all for Townsville) departed Caloundra 2245/14.
"GOULBURN" to part company at Whitsunday Passage 
ETA 0600/17.

(16) "LITHGOW" departed Brisbane 2044/11 to RV with Cable Repair
Ship "CABLE ENTERPRISE" in position 85© Fingal Bead
2 4 .5  miles at 0600/12. "LITHGOW" to provide a / s  
protection during repair operations and on return
"CABLE ENTERPRISE to Bri sbane.

(17) 8 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour:

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "BOWEN" "IIILO" YP.291 17 PT's
Merchant Vessels: "CARLISLE" "WEST CACTUS"
Small Craft - Approx 50 

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - "ARUNTA" "KATOOMBA"
Merchant Vessels: "STAGES" "GEORGE McCRARY" "GORGON 

"H.DEARBORN" "H.D.THOREAU" "DAVID BUSHNELL" 
"EMPIRE HAMBLE" "GENERAL VERSPIJCK"

Small Craft - Approx 20
- varships & Aux. - "WILCAHNIA"
- Warships & Aux. - "ECHUCA" "BALLARAT" "WHYALLA" 

"KAPUNDA" "PLATYPUS" "10 PT»s (2 refitting)
- Warships & Aux. - "AU STEALIA" "PHOENIX" "HOBART" 

"PATTERSON" "HELM" "HENLEY" "MUGFORD" "BAGLEY" 
"RALPH TALBOT" "VICTORIA"

- arships & Aux. - "VARRAMUNGA" "YUNNAN" (A .S .I .S )
YSS .9  YMS.49 YMS.50

- Warships & Aux. - "KALGOOKLIE"

Thursday Is. 
Cairns

Palm Island

Townsville

Maryborough



Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "GYMPIE" "TULSA" "FULTON"
"S C .748" "AASE MAERSK" "POYANG" (A .S .I .S )
Y P .233 YP .280 YP .286 YP .288 YMS.8  YMS.46 
YMS. 47 YMS.48  

(Repairing) SC .744 "GEELONG"

(c) Proposed Movements;

(1) "GYMPIE" escorting Convoy BT44 ("EDWARD R .SILL" "CHARLES S.JONES"
"JOSEPH HOLT” ) to depart Brisbane 1800 /16 .

(2) "S C .748" escorting Convoy BT45 ("AASE MAERSK" "VAN DER LIJN )
to depart Brisbane 1^00/16.

(3) "WARRAMUNGA" escorting Convoy TN54 ( "DUNTROON WANAKA ) to
depart Townsville 0500/ l ?  for Port Moresby ETA 0800/19 .

(i i )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) Shortlands - 2 small cargo vessels were sighted NW of Pupukina
Point headed towards the shore a.m . 1 5 /3 . Last recce a.m.
13 /3  revealed four vessels in the area.

(2) Ifunda-Vila - 12 Dauntless escorted by 25 Wildcats attacked 
— Munda"T71 o /l5 . 12 Eamtless escorted by 4 Wildcats attacked

Vila 1735 /15 .
(3) Lorengau - Photos noon 15th reveal rapid progress In construction 

— oFoTspersal lanes. The aerodrome remains unserviceable.
(4) Wewak - Photos of Wewak Harbour at midday 15th revealed six

vessels Including three medium merchant vessels in addition 
to the patrol craft and two small merchant vessels which 
have been consistently reported present in the harbour over 
the past week. Two destroyers were also sighted moving 
towards the harbour J£om the sea. These two warships are 
probably the two vessels, described previously as a possible 
gunboat and a 3 ,0 0 0  ton cargo vessel* which were si$ited in 
Mushu Strait at 0955/14 and which were apparently carrying 
out an A/S patrol to cover the shipping in  ?,ewak Harbour.

These sightings support the vlewthat of the original 
convoy of eight vessels sighted approaching Wewak during 
13 /3  two merchant vessels sank as a result of the night 
attack 13 /3  and the destroyer which was also hit was either 
sunk or forced to retire to Rabaul. It  sould appear that 
only three merchant vessels of 7 ,000 , 6 ,000  and 2 ,000  tons 
respectively entered Wewak. 43 barges were also photographed

In the Harbour.
Other photos showed several new buildings xn the 

township area, arid two bombers and 14 fighters in the small 
oortion of the old aerodrome photographed. At Cape Bo ram 
work continues on the strip. Photos of But aerodrome (30 
miles WNW Wewak) reveal the strip serviceable with dispersal 

lane and blast pens complete. 4. •.
(5 ) Eitel Frederick Harbour - 2 ssiall boats were sighted m  Eltei

prederic'k Earbour orf' Ulingan at 1128 /15 .
( 6 ) Mubo - It was reported 1800 /l3  that Guadagasal and an area 500 

“ yards north was clear of the enemy.
(7 )  Dona - The strip at Dona was reported more than three parts

^Teared at 1700 /14 .
(8 ) Oro Bay - 15 enemy aircraft attacked 1940/14 damaging wharves 

*— and clock Installations. No casualties.

2 . NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i)  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 120p /l6 :

4 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "IHVERELL" "CASTLEMAINE"
Merchant Vessels s "MULIAMA" "BABINDA "ISLANDER"



(ii) BljBiViY DQHCES

" 2 cargo vessels of approx 3,000 tons were sighted 
in Bitsjaroe Bay (5 miles NNE of Kaimana) at 1242/15.
They were unsuccessfully attacked. One 1,500 ton cargo 
vessel was sighted two miles S. by W. of Kaimana at 
1302/15.

(2) Aroe Islands - 3 cargo vessels were sighted off N.W. coast
WarTIaoe Island stationary at 1230/15. Two merchant vessels 
with one escort, possibly a destroyer, were sighted 37 miles 
N. by W. of ’ arilaoe on course 230° at 1245/15, The three 
merchant vessels were attacked by 3 Hudsons at 1800/l5 22 
miles north of Dobo. Two direct hits were scored. A further 
attack was madd by 3 B .251a 41 miles Wi of Dobo, but no hits 
were scored.

(3) Buton Island - A recce Liberator sighted a 6-7,000 ton tanker
gutted and on a reef off Cape Landolla at 1107/14. This is 
reported to be the same vessel as that attacked and hit in 
the allied attack lo /3 . A sloop was also sighted cf f Cape 
L&ndolla.

(4) Timor - A merchant vessel (approx 1000 tons) was sighted off
Cape patucaraa (4 miles HE of D illi) at 0745/14. The recce 
aircraft was intercepted by two fighters over Fuiloro and 
one is believed to have toeen destroyed.

(5) Darwin - 2 4  bombers escorted by 20  f i g h t e r s  attacked the
Darwin area during the forenoon 15th. Results not yet 
assessed.

3 . SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(!) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Q0/16;

(1) "CHILDS" departed Premantle 2025/14 for lixmouth Gulf 
ETA p.m. 1C/S

(b) In Harbour;

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE” "TROMP" "VAN GALEN"
"PELIAS" "ISABEL" "DUBBO" "WALLAROO" "LARK" 
"OTUS"

Geraldton - Warships & Aux, - "HORSHAM"
Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "PRESTON" "WHIPPOORWILL”

4 . EASTERN & SOUTHERN. AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/16:

(1) "BUNDAHERG" ”WARRNAMB00L" escorting Convoy PG58 were
due Sydney.

(2) "LE TRIOMPHANT escorting " ILE DE FRANCE" was to depart
Sydney 0630/16. "LE THEOMPHANT" to provide escort 
until 0700/17. "MILDUKA" "KYBtA" "YANBEA" were to 
depart Sydney 0230/l6 and carry out a/ s search 
until 0600/16 and then return Sydney, ETA ”ILE DE 
FRANCE" Fremantle 0430/22.

(3) "DOOMBA" escorting Convoy 0C79 (including "GOLD STAR") dep.
Port Phillip 21b$/l&  to RV in Wilson’ s Promontory 
area with "ROCKHAMPTON" "ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN" escorting 
Convoy C079.

(4) "BUNBURy" was to depart Jervis Bay 2200/15 for Sydney carrying
out A /s sweep en route.

(5) "MANOORA" was to depart Sydney 0700/16 for Port Stephens ETA
1730/16.

(6) "DELORAINE" escorting Convoy 0078 was due Newcastle.

M

- 3 -



(b) In Harbour;

Sydney - Warahios & Aux. - "STUART” "VAN EEEMSKERK"
f! " SHE P PARTON" "BUNGAREE"

** M Ui t Xi# OiiX “ “TOWNSVILLE" "KURUMBA" "CENTAUR" 
(Hospital Ship) YDG.2 

(Repairing) "HELENA" "ALBENA" " SELFRIDGE"
(In Re serve) "WESTRALIA"

Melbourne - Warships cc Aux. - "SPRINGDALE"
(Repairing) "TJERK IIIDDES" "COLAG"

(c) Proposed Movements;

(1) "MORESBY" "YANDKA" escorting Convoy GP39 to depart Sydney 
1030 /17 .

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Espirltu Santo - EN TERPRISE (CV) SAN DIEGO (CL) LAMSON 

McCALLA MAHAN FA REN HOLT LANSDOWNE SMITH WOODWORTH 
BUCHANAN LARDNER (DD) BREESE (DM) SOUTHARD (DMS)
CURTISS TANGIER (AV) THORNTON (AVD) ATHENE (ACV) DIXIE (AD) 
PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) AMERICAN LEGION HUNTER LIGGETT 
FULLER (AP) ALCHIBA ALDBBARAiJ PINCKNEY CELENO (AK)
SABINE NEOSHO PLATTE WHIPSTOCK PATUXENT (AO)
NAVAJO (AT) SKYLARK (AM) NAUTILUS (SS) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA NORTH CAROLINA MASSACHUSETTS(BB) 
SARATOGA (CV) SAB JUAN COLUMBIA (CL) DUNLAP BALCH FANNING 
GRIDLEY AULICK CONYNGHAM CUMMINGS PERKINS (DD)
JAMESTOWN (PG) PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGOME (AG) WHITNEY (hD ) 
GEORGE CLYMER JOHN PENN MoCAWLEY (AP) MAJABA TALAMANCA 
.MERCURY ALGOitAB TITAN IA CASTOR (AK) TRYON (Arli) SOKOi.lA 
PAWNEE (AT) SHAMICO CIMARRON (AC) ADROIT KINGFISHER (AM) 
ARD.2 KIWI (A /S  Vessel)

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN)
(5) At Nandi - LANG (DD)
(6) At Samoa - NEW MEXICO (BB) ANDERSON LAVALETTE (DD) MOlffGOMERY(DM)
(7) At Bora Bora - PECOS (AO)
(8) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (AM) LOCUST 

BUTTE HNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) MATA I MOA GALE TUI (A /S 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (A3R) MENOMINEE (AT) EESEINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(9) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) LOUISVILLE WICHITA (CA) 
CLEVELAND DENVER MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SANGAMON 
SUWAHSEE (ACV) FRAZIER EDWARDS CONWAY WALLER GANSEVOORT 
AARON WARD RENSHAW EATON PHILIP (DD) BALLARD (AV)
KAN A;? HA LACKAWANNA RESCUES (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER 
PC £16 PC. 477 PC. 479

(10) At Auckland - LEANDER (CL) EBONY (YN) AN TARES (AK) SOLACE (AH) 
Refitting - ACHILLES (CL)

(11) At Wellington - GRAYSON (DD) TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES.HAYES 
PRES. JACKSON PRES. ADAMS CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

(12) At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (Sloop)

C. INDIAN OCEAN AREA

^  (i)  ALLIED FORCES

"KANIMBLA" escorting "FAIRISLE" "CAPE CHARLES" dep. Fremantle 
0830 /8 . To escort "FAIRISLE" to Colombo ETA 19 /3  
and "CAPE CHARLES" to position 006°11»N, 77°32»E; 
"CAPE CHARLES" to proceed Persian Gulf.
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I I . NAVAL INCIDENTS

N I L .

I I I .  ENEMY'S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advaraBd positions S .W ,P .A .
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - North 
coast New Guinea - S.W . coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura 3ea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive activity from East Indies area
including further infiltration to the eastward 
along south coast IXitch New Guinea,

(3) Possible offensive activity in N .$ . Pacific.

(4) Increased offensive submarine activity.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .
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—^ A P P E N D I X

PAIL" APPRECIATION-PACIFIC £: INf IAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

Effective

A.

1 . EASTERN SECTION Non-effective

8” Cruiser 
6 ” Cruisers

Flotilla  Leaders 

Destro yera

( i ) Allied Forces:

AUSTRALIA
HOBART
PHOENIX
VAN HEEMSKERK
ARUNTA
A’ARRAMUHGA
LF, TRIOMPHANT
HELM
HENLEY
PATTERSON
RALPH TALBOT
BAG-LET
MUGFORD
STUART
VENDETTA
TJ3RK KIDDES

HELENA

SELFRIDGE

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Combat Loaded Transports 
0iler3

ALBACO ,E ) 
GATO )
GROWLER ) 
.7ET0 )
AMBERJACK 
GRAMPUS 
GRAYBACK 
GREENLING 
GROUPER 
GUARDFISH 
TRITON 
TUNA 
K.9
FUETON
DOBBIN
TULSA
HILO
MANOORA
AASE MAERSK
BISHOPDALE
KTJRUMTA
VICTORIA

At Brisbane

On Patrol

At Sydney

WESTRALIA Son Reserve)

(I I )  Enemy Forces:

CinC Combined Fleet
CinC 2nd Fleet (striking Face)
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battleships (BB)

(Truk-Jalui fc-Bismarcks-Solom&ns)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted A/c Carrier (XCV)
3 Auxiliary a/ c Carriers (ACV)

YAMATC
MUSASEI
MUTSU
NAGATO
Z UlKAKU
ZtTIHO
UNYO
1 unknown

OTAKA
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6 Ksavy cruisers (CA) MOGAMI (bel.sunk 14/11)

4 light cruisers (CL)

MYOKO ) poss* sunk 
SUZUYA ) 15-14/11

ATAOO 
TAKAO 
NACHI 
HAGURO 
KUMANO 
A OCA 
JINTSU 
KATORI 
FASH IMA 
NAGARA

5-6 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
Approx 27 Submarines (SS)
Approx 35-40 Destroyers (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS) C HITOSE

AKITSUSFTIMA
5-6 Converted s/p Tenders (XCV8)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Slips (over 3,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTBs, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 460 shore-based aircraft incl. 215 P, 163 B, 2 2 p / b , 42 P/P, 

18 0b3n. or transport aircraft.

2. WESTERN SECTION

(i) Allied Forces;

6 ” Cruiser ADELAIDE
Flotilla Leader TROMP
Armed Merchant Cruiser KAHIMBLA
Destroyer VAN GALEN
s/p Tenders HERON

W*E.PRESTON 
CHILDS

Submarine Tender PELIAS
Submarine a GAR ) 

GUDGEOS ) 0n
TAMBQR ) 
TAUTOG ) 
GRACING ) 
GRENADIER ) 
THRESHER ) - 
TROUT ) 
K.12 )

3 . EAST IHDI PHILIPPINES

( I ) Allied Pat'cos:

4 submarines on patrol stations In China Sea or NE1 area (see above)

(ii) Enemy Forces*

C*s In C 1st, 2nd and. 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleets
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASH I GAR A
6 light cruisers (CL)

Approx 16-20 Destroyrs (DD) 
Approx 7 Submarines (S3)
1 Seaplane Carrier (CVS)

KASHII
KUMA
ISUZU
01
KITAGAMI

NATORI (damaged 2L/l)

NO'IORO
Approx 205 shore-based aircraft incl. 92 F, 70 B, 3 F/B, <̂4 F/P#

16 transport aircraft.
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B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA rffec tive Non-effective

( i ) Allied '’o ’Co .:

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8" Cruisers 

6" Cruisers

5 " Cruisers 

Destroyers

C. CF-NTRRL PlC IFIC A HE A

Battle ships

Converted a / c Garrier 
Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8 11 Cruisers

INDIANA
WASHINGTON 
NORTH CAROLINA 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MARYLAND 
COLORADO 
NEW MEXICO 
ENTERPRI3E 
SARATOGA 
CHENAN GO 
SiiNGAMON 
SUA’ANNEE 
LOUISVILLE 
’I  CHITA 

HONOLULU 
ST.LOUIS 
NASHVILLE 
C OLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MONTPELLIER 
DENVER 
LEANDER 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN JUAN 
50 (approx)

( i ) Allied Forces; 

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
PENNSYLVANIA
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND
NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
CQPAJIEE
SALT LAKE c i t y

NEW ORLEANS

CinC 1st Fleet 
6-7 Battleships (BE)

1
2

1
3

Aircraft Carrier (CV) 
Converted a/ c Carriers

Auxiliary a/ c Carrier (ACV) 
Heavy Cruisers (CA)

2 Light Cruisers (CL)

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

(I I )  Enemy Forces: (Saipan*

ISE 
FTJSO 

YAMASHIRO 
HYUH-A 
HARUNA 
KONGO 
SHOKAKU 
KAYATAKA 
HITAXA 
CHUY$ 
TONE 

HXUMA 
CHOKAI 
ABUKUMA 
SENDAI

(xcv)

NI3SHIN 
KAI01

1-2 Converted s/P Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 ijestroyers and Gunboats (DD & PG)
Approx 27 Submarines (SS)

ACHILLES

WEST VIRGINIA 
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

MINNEAPOLIS 
PENSACOLA 
PORTLAND 
SAN FRANCISCO

■Bo nins-Formosa -Japan)
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D. NORTHERN PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

8" bruisers 
6 ” Cruisers

10 Destroyers
10 Submarines

CinC 5th Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL)

( I ) Allied Forces?

INDIAMP CL IS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

(I I )  Enemy Forces; (N.Honshu-Kurilea-AleutIans)

2-3 Armed Merchant Cruisers 
Approx 4Destroyers (DD) 
Approx 7 Submarines (S3)

TAMA
KISO

(XCL)

E . SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

6" Cruisers

INDIAN OC^AK AREA 

Battle ships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 ” Cruisers

7 .5 ” Cruisers

6 W Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers

A .A . Ship
Approx 27 Destroy rs 
Approx 9 Submarines

(I )  Allied Forces:

CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

(1) Allied Forces:

WARSPITE 
RESOLUTION 

a RAMILLIKS 
REVENGE

*  ROYAL SOVEREIGN 
x ILLUSTRIOUS

ALBATROSS
DEVONSHIRE

*  GEORGIOS AVEROFF (Greek) 
HAWKINS
FROBISHER 
MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA 
BIRMINGHAM 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
ARETHUSA 
GERES 
DAUNTLESS 

36 DRAGON 
CAPETOWN

*  CALEDON 
x SUMATRA (Dutch)

ALAU1TIA 
CARTHAGE

*  CORFU 
CHITRAL 
RANPURA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE 

x CARLISLE

x GLASGOW 
*  EMERALD 
x DA NAE 

DURBAN 
CARADOC

*  Note: No recent intelligence.
location uncertain.

#
( I i ) Enemy Forces:

Present

Approx 3 Subraa rins s
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MOST SECRET

DAILY APPRKOIm non-PACIFIC £• INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

17th March^ 1945

I .  DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAViL FORCES.

SOUTH ,ME3£ PACIFIC AREA

1 . NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

y
(a) At Sea to 12 00 /l7 :

(1) Task Force 74 ("AUSTRALIA" "PHOENIX" "HOBART" " PATTERSON"
"HELM" "HENLEY" "MUGFORD" "BAGLEY") depart Palm Is .
1 7 /3 . To carr^ out day and night exercises locally 
and arrive and base Dunk Island 1 8 /5 .

(2) "KATOOMBA" escorting "HENRY D .THOREAU" dep. Port Moresby
1315/16 for Milne Bay ETA 1600 /17 .

(3) "SUMNER" "S C .746" on survey duty Deboyne Island area.
(4) "RALPH TALBOT" proceeding to RV with "BUCHANAN" escorting

"POELAU LAUT" in position 36°57»S , 160°25»E.
"RALPH TALBOT" to relieve "BUCHANAN" at 1500/19 and 
escort "POELAU LAUT" to Melbourne ETA Port Phillip 
0700/21.

(5) "PIRIE" escorting "BONTEKOE" departed Milne Bay 102l/l4  for
Townsville, was due 0630/ l 7 .

(6) "ARUNTA" escorting "GORGON" departed Port Moresby 1130 /l6 ,
"GORGON" for Cairns ETA 2500/17 . "ARUNTA" ETA 
Townsville 0700/18.

(7) PC.1119 PC.1121 YMS.10 YMS.70 SC .738 SC.740 SC .749
SC .750 en route Noumea to ifcisbane ETA 1300 /l8 .

(8) "MERKOR" dep. Townsville 2130/13 for Brisbane was due 0600 /17 .
(9) "GLEfffiLG" escorting "YOCHOW" from Fitzroy Island RV to M in e

Bay ETA 1700 /17 .
(10) "WARREGO" escorting Convoy TN53 ("SWARTENHONDT" "MONTOHO"

"CAROLA") dep~. Townsville 1837/16 for Port Moresby.
(11) YP .236 departed Cairns 0817/15 for Milne Bay ETA 2000/17 .
(12) "WAGGA" departed Townsville 1830/ l 6  for Cairns.
(13) "WARRAMUNGA" escorting Convoy TN54 ("DUNTROON" "WANAKA")

was to depart Townsville 6500/17 for Port Moresby 
ETA 0800/19.

(14) "GOULBURN" to RV with "JASON LEE" which departed Townsville
1925/16 and escort towards Brisbane.

(15) "GYMPIE" escorting Convoy BT44 ("CHARLES S.JONES" "JOSEPH HOLT"
for Townsville) dep.' Brisbane 0015 /17 . "GYMPIE" to 
part company so as to arrive Caloundra 1700/19 .

(J.6) SC .748 escorting Convoy BT45 ( "AASE MAERSK" "VAN DER L IJN ") 
dep. Caloundra 0 l l 3 /l 7 for Townsville ETA 1500 /20 .

(17) 8 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour?

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux, - "BOWEN" "HILO" YP.291 17 PT’ s
Merchant Vessels: "CARLISLE" "WEST CACTUS"
Small Craft - Approx 50 

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - ’ "SWAN"
Merchant Vessels t "StaGKN" "GEORGE McCRARY" 

"KATOOMBA" "H . DEARBORN" "DAVID BUSH NELL"
"EMPIRE HAMBLE" "GENERAL VERSPIJCK"

Small Craft - Approx 20 
Thursday Is . - Warships & Aux. - "WILCANSIA" "BROOME" "LATROBE" 
Cairns - Warships & Aux. - "ECHUCA" "BALLARAT" "WHYALLA"

"KAPUNDA" "PLATYPUS" 10 F I ’ s (2 refitting) 
Townsville - Warships & Aux. - "VENDETTA" "BENDIGO" "BISHOPDALE"

"YUNNAN" (A .S .I .S )  YMS. 9 YMS.49 YMS. 50 
Maryborough - Warships & Aux. - "KALGOORLIE"
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X

Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "LITHGOW" HTULSA" "PULTON"
"POYANG" (A .S .I .S )  YP .233  YP .280 YP.286 
YP .288 YMS.8 YMS.46 YMS.47 YMS.48 

"MANUNDA" (Hospital Ship)
(Repairing) SC.744 "GEELONG"

( ° ) Proposed Movements:

(1) "LITHGOW" escorting Convoy BT46 ("EDVARD R .SILL" "KEY PITTMAN")
to depart Bri sbane lSOO /17•

(2) "W ILCAM IA" escorting "KOOLIGA" "SIBIGO" to depart Thursday I s .
1400/1 7  for Darwin ETA 1330/22.

(i i )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) New Georgia - Munfia and Vila were bombarded by surface craft
during the night 15-16/3 but tie fu ll  report is not yet in .

The raids by dive-bombers at dusk 15/3 (reported 
yesterday) on the two airfields were preliminaries to the 
bombardment. After dawn ie/3, 19 dive-bombers escorted by 
20 fighters raided V ila .

Reconnaissance a.m. 16 /3  reported the airfield s at 
Munda and Vila to be "In  terrible shape".

(2) Kavieng - Reconnaissance approximately 1000/16 sighted the
following shipping In the Kavieng area -

1 heavy cruiser (confirmed by photos) ) „  .
1 merchant vessel (2 ,000  tons) ) ln ilarDOUr

1 transport (8 ,000  tons) ) WQ3t of D iaui Is .
1 possible destroyer ) w v
2 medium cargo vessels ) cour-e • . o ^
1 medium cargo vessel outside Balgai Bay course 350 . 
Photos from above reconnaissance show 25 bombers

including 3 damaged and 22 fighters on the aerodrome.
(3) Admiralty Is . - At 0100/16 the following vessels were sighted

approximately 160 miles N.W. of Manus Island course 190°, 
speed 2 knots -

2 small destroyers
2 cargo vessels of which one damaged being 

towed alongside other cargo vessel.
(4) Finschhafen & Reconnaissance 0945/16 sighted one 100 ton

vessel and a barge In a lagoon near Finschhafen.
(5) Lae-Salamaua - The townships were successfully attacled at 

..a F o v lT W W /lQ  by 6 B .2 5 fs and 7 Bostons respectively with
18 Lightnings acting as cover. Photos show large fuel 
fires at Salamaua resulting from attack by the Bostons.

2. NORTH WESTERN AREA

(I)  JL LIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /l7 :

4 submarines on patrol.

(h) In  Harbour;

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "INVERELL" "CASTLEMAINE"
Merchant Vessels: "MULIAMA" "BABINDA" "ISLANDER"

(l i )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) Aru Islands - It would now appear that the shippi/ig previously 
— reported""off N .W . of Aru Islands after noon 15 /3  consisted 

of one convoy of three 500 ton merchant vessels. Between 
noon and 1815 the convoy was attacked by 9 Hudsons, 5 B .2 5 ’ s 
and 4 Beaufighters. Strafing Beaufighters saw troops packed 
on the decks and high explosive shells bursting on the 
vessels as a result of strafing.

6 Rudsons and 6 Beaufighters attacked Dobo 0715-* 
0900/16 but no shipping was repcr ted except for luggers in 
Dobo Harbour.area.

Reconnaissance reported at 1115/16  3 small merchant
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vessels, probably the same three that were attacked previous 
evening, 18 miles west of Cape van den Bosch course west at 
12  knots.

Sourabaya - Photographs taken on long range reconnaissance 13 /3  
covered the whole harbour area and show a total of 85 ,000  tons 
of merchant shiging comprising 23 vessels of which 8 are of
5 ,000  tons and over., Five floating docks are visible in use 
ot* serviceable •

Six vessels are visible sunk in the area.
The following aircraft are also visible at Tandjoeng 

Perak - 1 fighter
5 possible torpedo or dive bombers 

13 twin engine bombers
1 transport type.

There are two runways - one of 1 ,500  yards and one of
1 ,6 00  yards.

Darwin - One/aS^B^aft was over the Darwin - Batchelor area 
"  bel'ore noon 16 /3 .

3 * SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) AL LIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 00 /l7i

(1) " HORSHAM** escorting "JOTTjN F»JELL" departed Geraldton 
0900/l 6  for Fremantle ETA 0800 /l8 .

(*>) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE” ’’TROMP” ’’VAN GALEN"
"PELIAS" “ISABEL” "DUBEO" "WALLAROO" "LARK” 
"OTUS"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships &  Aux. - "PRESTON" "CHILDS"
"WHIPPOORWILL"

4 , EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(I)  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 0 0 /l7 :

(1) "DELORAINE" escorting Convoy C080 was to depart Newcastle
0700/17 . "BUIM BErS'"" '"RILDURA" to sail with Sydney 
portion and take over escort at RV off Sydney p.m.
17 /3 ,

(2) "STUART" departed Sydney 0343/16 to RV with "II.T.ALLEN" in
position 35°30»S , 156°46*E at 1200/17 and escort to 
Sydney.

(3) "ROCKHAMPTON" "ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN" escorting Convoy PC79
(including "GOLD STAR") for Port Kembla, Sydney and 
Newcastle.

(4) *’LE TRIOMPHANT" en route Sydney after escort duty with **ILE
DE FRANCE" ETA 0700 /l8 .

(5) "MORESBY" "YANDRAn escorting Convoy GP39 (including "KURUMBA"
for Darwin, "BUNGAREB#r £or I5ri sbane) were to depart 
Sydney 1030/17 ETA Caloundra 0330 /20 .

(b ) In Harbour:

Port Stephens - Warships & Aux. - "MANOORA"
Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "VAN HEEMSKERK" "BUNBUHY"

"SHEPPARTON" "MILDURA” "BUNDABERG" "KYBRA" 
"WARRRAMBOOL" "TOWNSVILLE" "CENTAUR" (Hospital 
Ship) YDG.2 

(Repairing) "HELENA" 2LHENA* " SELFRIDGE"
(In Reserve) "WESTRALIA"

(2)

(3)
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Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "SPRINGDALE" "DOOMBA" 
(Repairing) "TJERK HIDDES" "COLAC"

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At F.apiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) LEANDER SAM DIEGO (CL)

LAMSON McCALLA MAHAN FARENHOLT LANSDOWNE SMITH 
WOODWORTH LARDNER (DD) BREESE (DM) CURTISS TANGIER (AV)

\ /  THORNTON (AVD) ATHENE (ACV) DI7XE (AD) FYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR)
A  AMERICAN LEC-ION HUNTER LIGGETT FULLER (AP) ALCHIBA

v ALDEBARAN PINCKNEY CELENO (AK) SAHLNE NEOSHO PLATTE
PATUXENT WKIPSTOCK (AO) NAVAJO (AT) SKYLARK (AM)
NAUTILUS (SS) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA NORTH CAROLINA iIASaACHU SETTS (BB 
COLUMBIA (CL) BALCH BUCHANAN AULICK CONYNGHAM PERKINS(DD 
JAMESTOWN (PG) PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AG) WHITNEY (AD)

\ GEORGE CLYMER JOHN PENN McCAWLEY (AP) MAJABA TALAMANCA
yV MERCURY ALGORAB TI TANIA CASTOR (AK.) TRYON (APH) SONOMA

'  ' PAWNEE (AT) SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT KINGFISHER (AM)
ARD.2 KIWI (A/s Vessel)

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN)
(5) At Nandi - LANG (DD)

> (6) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM)
(7) At Bora Bora - PECOS (AO)
(8) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (AL) LOCUSl 

BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) MATAI MOA GALE TUI (A /S 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(9) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) LOUISVILLE WICHITA (CA)
CHENANGO SANGAMON SUWANNEE (ACV) FRAZIER EDWARDS 
GANSEVOORT AARON WARD (DD) BALLARD (AV) KANAWHA 
LACKAWANNA NESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER PC.476 

PC.477 PC*479
(10) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) ANTARES (AK) SOLACE (AH)
(11) At Wellington - GRAYSON (DD) TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES.HAYES 

PRES.JACKSON PRES.ADAMS CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

(12) At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (Sloop)

C. INDIAN OCEAN AREA
(I) ALLIED FORCES

"KANIMBLA" escorting "FAIRISLE" "CAPE CHARLES" dep. Fremantle 
0830 /8 . To escort "FAIRISLE" to Colombo ETA 1 9 /3 ,

I I .  NAVAL INCIDENTS

N I L .

I I I .  ENEMY’ S ° kQBADLF. NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S .W .P .A . particularly
Central and Northern Solomons - North coast New Guinea - S .W , 
coast Dutch New Guinea - Tiraor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive activity from East Indies area including
further Infiltration to the eastward along south coast Dutch 

New Guinea.
(3) Possible offensive activity In N*W. Pacific.
(4) Increased offensive submarine activity. _

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .
O' e e '-'u • 9 Ot ■■ •

17/3 /43
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A P P E N D I X  

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC INDIAN OCEAN IIAVALACTIVITY

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

EASTERN SECTION

8 H Cruiser 
6 ” Cruisers

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

Effective

(i) Allied B’orces;

AUSTRALIA 
HOBART 
PHOENIX 
VAN HEEMSKERK 
ARUNTA 
W ARRAMUNGA 
LE TRIOMPHANT 
HELM 
HENLEY 
PATTERSON 
RALPH TALBOT 
BAGLEY 
MUGFORD 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
TJERK HIDDES 
ALBACORE ) 
GATO ) 
GROWLER )

Non-effective

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboa ts

Combat Loaded Transports 
Oilers

HELENA

SELFRIDGE

At Brisbane

PETO ) 
ALIBEK JACK
GRAMPUS
GRAYBACK
GREEHLING
GROUPER
GUARDFISH
TRITON
TUNA
Km 9
FULTON
DOBBIN
TULSA
HILO
MANOORA
AASE MAERSK
BXSo OPDALE
KURUMBA
VICTORIA

On Patrol

At Sydney

#ESTRALIA (on Reserve)

(i i )  Enemy Forces? (Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Fleet (striking Force) 
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers) 
X3rC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet}

3-4 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted A/c Carrier (XCV)
2 Aujd. liary a/c  Carriers (ACV)

YAMATO 
MUSASHI 
MUTSU 
NAGATO 
ZUIKAKU
zu n o
UNYO
1 unknown
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6 heavy cm isers  (CA) AT'AGO MOGAMI (Del.sunk 14 /11 )
TAKAO MYOKO ) p03S. sunk
KACHI 3UZUYA ) 13-14/11

HAGUKO 
KUMANO 
A OB A

4 light cruisers (CL) JINTSU
KATORI
KASHIMA
NAOARA

5-6 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
Approx 27 Submarines (SS)
Approx 35-40 Destroyer® (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS) C HI TO 33

AR IT SUSHI MA

5-6 Converted s/P Tenders (XCVS)
Several ;&ibmarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTBs, Gunboats, Patrol Craft,
Approx 460 shore-based aircraft incl. 215 P , 163 B , 22 F /B , 4*2 i /P ,

18 0b3B> or transport aircraft.

WESTERN SECT 101!

(i) Allied Forces:

6 "  Cruiser ADELAIDE

Flotilla  Leader TROMP

Armed Merchant Cruiser KANIMBLA

Destroyer VAN GALEN

s/P  Tenders HERON
W.B* PRESTON 
CHILDS

Submarine Tender PELIAS 
GAR ) 
GUDGEON ) 
TAMBOR ) 
TAUTOG ) 
GRAYLIMJ 
GRENADIER 
THRESHER 
TROUT 
K.12

Submarines

On Patrol

)
)
) At Fremantle 

)
)

EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

(1) Allied Forces:

4 submarines on patrol stations In  China Sea or HEI area (see above)

( I I ) Enemy Forces:

Cis in C 1st , 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleets
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASHICAUA
6 light cruisers (CL)

Approx 16-20 I>estroyers (DD) 
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (CVS)

KASHII 
KUMA 
ISUZU
01
KITAGAMI

NATORI (damaged 2 l /l )

N0T0R0x aeapxane vu vo / / „ /n
Approx 198 shore-based aircraft Incl. 86 F , 69 B, 3 F /B , F /P , 

16 transport aircraft.



B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA Effective Ion-effective

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a / c  Carriers

8" Cruisers

6 “ Cruisers

5 h Cruisers

Destroyers

C. CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA 

Battle ships

Converted a/ c Carrier 
Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8 ” Cruisers

(1) Allied. Forces?

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
NOISE CAROLINA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO
NEW MEXICO
ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA
CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE
LOUISVILLE
WICHITA
HONOLULU
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA'
CLEVELAND
MONTPEILIER
DENVER
L SANDER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN
50 (approx)

(1) Allied Forcesi 

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
PENNSYLVANIA
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND
NASSAU

ALTAMAHA
COPAHEE
SALT LAKE CITY
NEW ORLEANS

ACHILLES

W EST VIRGINIA 
CALIFORNIA 
TENNESSEE

MINNEAPOLIS 
PENSACOLA 
POHXLAND 
SAN FRANCISCO

CinC Is t Fleet
6-7 Battleships (BB)

( i i ) Enemy Forcesi (Saipan-Bonins-Formosa-Japan)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted a /C  Carriers (XCV)

2 Auxiliary a /c  Carriers (ACV)

3 Heavy Cruisers ^CA)

2 Light Cruisers (CL)

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

ISE
FUSO
YAM A SEIKO
HYUGA
HAEUNA
KONGO
SHOKAKU
HAYATAKA
HITAKA
CEUYO
01 AKA
TONE
TIKUMA
CHOXAI
ABUXUMA
SENDAI

NISSHIN 
KAMO I

1-2 Converted s/P Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers and Gunboats (DD & PG) 

Appr* ox 27 Submarines (SS)
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D. KfrflgiERN PACIFIC A .(BA

8” Cruiser 
6 ” Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

CinC 5th Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL)

Effective 

(i) Allied Forces;

INDIANA POLIS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

Non-effective

( i i )  Enemy Fo.T ces; (N.Honshu-Kuriles-Aleutiana)

E .

TMA 
KISO

2-3 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)

S0UTHEAS1Eiii-I .i.aACI"TC AREA

(i) Allied Forces

6 ” Cruisers

IMP IAN OCEAN AuEA 

battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 " Cruisers

7 .5 "  Cruisers

6 " Cruisers

CONCORD 
TRENT 01 
RICHMOND

(i) Allied Forces;

WARSPITE 
RESOLUTION 

ii i lALi ILL IES 
REVENGE 

x ROYAL SOVEREIGN 
jt ILLUSTRIOUS

ALBATROSS
DEVONSHIRE

(Greek)GEORGIOS AVEROFF
HAWKINS
FROBISHER
MATJHITIUS n GLASGOW

GAMBIA *  EMERALD
BIRMINGHAM M DANAE
ENTERPRISE DURBAN

LIVERPOOL CARADOC

ARETHUSA
CERES
DA UNTLESS
DRAGON
CAPETOWN

Arme d Mer chant Crui s er s

A .A . Ship
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

*  CALEDON
«  SUMATRA (Dutch) 

ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE

*  CORFU
C MITRAL 
i&NFURA 
RANCHI
»V ORCESTERSKIRE 

x CARLISLE

*  Note; Ho recent intelligence. Present
location uncertain.

(ii) Enemy Forces;

Approx 3 Submarines
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DAILY APPHECIATION- PAGIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVA, ACTIVITY

MOST SECRET

18th March,1943

I .  DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL FORCES 
rtsssssssj^s^itiassjasgsss^savsujstgssssiJssst.sBt.gsssr-sssastg9iisgss

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1 . NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 0 0 /l8 :

(1) "SUMNER” "S C .746" on survey duty Deboyne Island area.
(2) " SWAN" escorting Convoy NT 6 ( "KATOOMBA" "GEORGE McCRARY") dep.

Port Moresby 1800/17  for Townsville ETA 2130/19 .
(3) "BROOME" escorting Convoy NT 7 (" ST A GEN " "GENERAL VERSPIJCK" )

was to depart Port Moresby 0800/18 for Townsville 
ETA 2300/21.

(4) YP.291 departed Milne Bay 1522/17  for Townsville ETA 1200/20*
(5) "WILCANNIA" escorting "KOOLIGA" "SIBIGO" was to depart

Thursday Island 1400/17 for Darwin ETA 1330/22,
(6) PC.1119 PC.1121 YMS.10 YMS.70 SC .738 SC .740 SC .749

S C .750 en route Noumea to Brisbane ETA 1300 /l8 .
(7) "GLENELG" escorting "YOCHOW" was due Milne Bay 1700/17 .
(8) "WARREGO" escorting Convoy TN53 ( " S.VARTENHONDT" "MONTORO"

"CAi.DLA") to Port Moresby ETA 1600 /20 .
(9) "BALLARAT" dsparted Cairna 17lo /l7  to RV with Convoy TN55

("ASPASIA NOMIKOS" "DUNDULA" "BANTAM11) o ff pitzroy 
Island and escort to Milne Bay ETA 1730/20 .

(10) "WARRAMUNGA" e s c o r t i n g  Convoy TK54 ( "DUNTROON" " ’'JANAKA") dep.
Townsville 0926/1? for Port Moresby ETA 0800/19.

(11) "GOULBURN" escorting "JASON LEE" southbound was to RV with
"GYMPIE" escorting Convoy BT44 ("CHARLES S.JONES"
"JO® PH HOLT" for Townsville) at 0800 / l 8 .  "GYMPIE" 
to escort "JASON LEE" to Caloundra; "GOULBURN" to 
escort Convoy BT44 leaving convoy to arrive Gladstone 
a.m. 1973;

(12) SC .748 escorting Convoy BT45 ("AASE MAERSK" "VAN DER LIJN ")
dep. Caloundra O llo /l7 for Townsville ETA 1500/20 .

(13) 8 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour?

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "KATOGMBA" "BOWEN" "HILO"
Y P .236 17 PT's 

Merchant Vessels? "CARLISLE" "WEST CACTUS"
"H.D.THOREAU"

Small Craft - Approx 50 
Port Moresby - Merchant Vessels? "H . DEAR BORN" "DAVID BUSHNELL"

"EMPIRE RAMBLE"
Small Craft - Approx 20 

Thursday I s ,  - Warships & Aux. - "LATROBE"
Cairns - Warships & Aux. - "ECHUCA" "WHYALLA" "WAGGA"

"KAPUNDA" "PLATYPUS" 10 PT*s (2 refitting) 
Dunk Island - Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "PHOENIX" "HOBART"

"PATTERSON" "HELM" "HENLEY" "MUGFORD" "BAGLEY" 
Townsville - Warships & Aux. - "VENDETTA" "PIRIE" "BENDIGO"

"BISHOPDALE" "YUNNAN" (A .S .I .S )  YMS.9 YMS.49 
YU S .50

Maryborough - Warships & Aux. - "KALGOORLIE"
Brisbane ~ - Warships & Aux. - "LITHGOW" "TULSA" "FULTON"

"POYANG" (A .S .I .S )  YP. 233 YP .280 YP.286 
YP .288 YMS.8 YMS.46 YMS,47  YMS.48 "MERKUR" 

(Repairing) "S C .744" "GEELONG"



(ii)  ENEMY FORCES

V ( l )  New Georgia - Pour barges arrived at VI ru Harbour 2040/16 
^  — probably in connection with the known enemy observation 

post there.
The area was strafed later by Lightnings.
Vila and Munda were harassed as usual during the 

night 16-17/3 by Liberators.
(2) Gizo - A party of about 50 Japanese is reported 16/3 on

CTzo Island.
(3) Shcs? tlands - Kahili and Bailee were harassed during the

night 16-17/3 by Liberators.
At 1825/16 2 unidentified vessels arrived at Paisi 

p r o b a b l y  from Treasury Is .
Reconnaissance a.m. 17/3 sighted 10 vessels In the

area thus -
1 heavy cruiser off Cape Friendship, moving south.
3 destroyers, 6 cargo vessels (one large, 4 medi um,

1 small) all In the Buin-Tonolel Harbour area.
Tli© above represents a marked increase from the last reportsj
a.m. 13/3 4 cargo vessels were In the area and a.m . 15/3 only
2 small cargo vessels •

(4) Rabaul - Rapopo aerodrome was attacked 2135-2325/16 by 7
portresses. Fires were started, believed to have been 
from aircraft burning In dispersal bays.

40 to 45 aircraft were seen in dispersal bays.
(5) Talasea - 3 landing barges were sighted by reconnaissance

' IIT0717 along the coas't of Willaumez Peninsula, just north
O f  Q. S © I3t 0

(6) Lorengau - Photos Il00 /l7  show the rvinway to be stilly unservice -
able and m rk continuing on blast bays and dispersal lanes.

(7) Wewak - Reconnaissance 1050/17 showed one snail vessel in 1 ewak
Harbour and another vessel on a reef indicating that ships 
from the recent convoy had all departed.

(8) Mubo - a.m. 15/3 our patrols moving up the track from Guadagasal 
— Saddle found the area clear of enemy for 1400 yards. A snmll

group of enemy was reported 17/3 approximately 350 yards south 

of Mubo.
(9) Morobe - 6 Japanese barges with crews only were encountered and 

“‘ "Hest’royed by our PT boats off Mal-ama, (see Naval Incidents).
(10) laria River-Mambare - The enemy has vacated the Waria River

‘—Mouth area and no enemy have been encountered by our patrols 
in the Manibare area. Elaborate perimeter defence positions 
were found in the latter area.

(11) Cape Moreton - An enemy submarine unsuccessfully attacked jwitn
t o r p e d o e s - a small convoy approximately 80 miles north of 
Cape Moreton at 15lo/l7 (see Naval Incidents).

2. NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i)  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to I2 0 0 /l8 :

4 submarines on patrol.

(b ) in Harbours

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "INVERELL" "CASTLEMAINE"
Merchant Vessels* "MULIAMA" "BABINDA" "ISLANDER”

( I I )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) Merauke - One enemy floatplane ineffectively dropped bombs
over Merauke town area at 1100 /l7 .

(2) South Coast Dutch New Guinea - Reconnaissance at approximately
1236/17 of this area reported shipping as follows

2 1 ,000  ton vessels at Babo
2 3-4,000 tons coastal steamers ) all stationary at the
1 1 ,0 00  ton vessel ) entrance to MacCluer Gulf

Nil shipping at Kalmana.
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(3) Aroe Islands - Reconnaissance of tbs area at approximately 
0845/1*7 reported only 2 luggers near Wokam Island,

V  (4) Kal Islands - flie aerodrome at Langgoer (on Klein Kai, 
approximately opposite Toeal) was attacked 0S00/l7 by
5 B .2 5 fs and 3 Hudsons.

No shipping was seen over the whole area except 
for 2 luggers off the southern tip of Kaidoela Island on 
which Toeal is located.

3 , SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /l8 :

(1) " HORSHAM" escorting "JOTUN P .JELL" departed Geraldton 
090C/l6 for Premantle, was due 0800 /18 .

(b ) In  Harbours

Premantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TROMP" "VAN GALEN"
"PELIAS" "ISABEL" "DUBBO" "WALLAROO" "LARK" 
"OTUS"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "PRESTON" "CHILDS"
"WHIPPOORWILL"

4 . EASTERN h SOUTHERN ARl^A

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 Qo/lS:

"MANUNDA" dep. Brisbane 1848/17 for Sydney ETA 0500/19 . 
"BUNDABEhG" "MILDURA" escorting Convoy COSO.
"RALPH TALBOT" proceeding to RV with ftBIJlCliA^AN" escorting 

"POELAU LAUT" in position 36°57»S 160 °25 'E .
"RALPH TALBOT" to relieve "BUCHANAN" at 1500/19 
and escort "POELAU LAUT" to Melbourne ETA Port 
Phillip 0 7 0 0 /a .

"STUART" escorting "B .T . ALLEN" to Sydney.
" HOCKHAMPTON" "ABRAHAM CRYMSSEN" escorting Convoy 0C79

(including "GOLD STAR") for Port Kembla, o,,dney 
and Newcastle.

"LE TRIOMPHANT" en route Sydney after escort duty with "ILE 
DE FRANCE" was due 0700 /l8 .

"MORESBY" "YANDFA" escorting Convoy GP39 (including "KURUMBA" 
for Darwin, "BUNGAREE" for Brisbane) departed Sydney 
1330/17 ETA Caloundra 0330 /20 .

(b) In Harbour?

Port Stephens *» va r ships & Aux. - "MANOORA"
Sidney - Warships & Aux. - "VAN HEEMSKERK" "BUNBURY"

"DELORAINE" "SHEPPARTON" "KYBRA" "WARRNAMBOOL" 
"TOWNSVILLE" "CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship) YDG.2 

(Repairing) "HELENA" "ALHE1IA" "SELFRIDGE"
(In  Reserve) "WESTRALIA"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "SPRINGDALE" "DOOMBA"
(Repairing) "TJERK JIIDDES" "COLAC"

(1 )
( 2 )
(3)

(4)
(5)

( 6 )

(7)
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B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORGE;-;

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - EFI'ERPRISE (CV) LEANDER SM  DIEGO (CL)

LAMSON McCALLA MAHAN FARENHOLT LANSDOWNE SMITH 
WOODWORTH LARDNER (DD) BREESE (EM) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) 
THORNTON (AVD) ATHENE (ACV) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL(AR) 
AMERICAN LEGION HUNTER LIGGETT FULLER (AP) ALCHIBA 
ALDEBARAF PINCKNEY CELENO (AK) SABINE NEOSHO PLATTE 
PATUXENT WHIPSTOCK (AO) NAVAJO (AT) SKYLARK (AM) MfflLUS(SS) 
ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA NORTH CAROLINA MASSACHUSETTS (BB)
COLUMBIA (CL) BALCH BUCHANAN AULICK CONYNGHAM PERKINS(DD) 
JAMESTOWN (PG) PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AG) WHITNEY (AD) 
GEORGE CLYMER JOHN PENN Me CAWLEY (AP) MAJABA TALAMANCA 
MERCURY ALGORAB TITANIA CASTOR (AK) TRYON (APE) SONOMA 
PAWNEE (AT) SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT KINGFISHER (AM) 
ARD.2 KIWI (A/S Vessel)

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN)
(5) At Nandi - LANG (DD)
(6) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM)
(7) At Bora Bora - PECOS (AO)
(8) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (AM) LOCUST

BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (IT) MATH MOA GALE TUI (a / s 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(9) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) LOUISVILLE WICHITA (CA)
CHENANGO SANGAMON SUWANNEE (ACV) FRAZIER EDWARDS 
GANSEVOORT AARON iVARD (DD) BALLARD (AV) KANAWHA 
LACKAWANNA NESCHES (AO) ,iIGEL (AR) R0AM2R PC.476 
PG • 477 PC • 479

(10) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) ANTARE3 (AK) SOLACE (AH)
(11) At Wellington - GRAYSON (DD) TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES.KAYES

PRES.JACKSON PRES.ADAMS CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)
(12) At Papeete — CHEVRSUIL (Sloop)

C. INDIAN OCEAN AJEA
(i) ALLIED FORCES

’’KANIMBLA” escorting "FAIRISLE* "CAPE CHARLES" dep. Fremantle 
0830/8. To escort "FAIR13LE" to Colombo ETA 19/3 .

i

11 * NAVAL INCIDENTS

(1) Morobe Harbour - Two of our motor torpedo boats on patrol 
outside lib robe Harbour encountered 6 enemy barges off 
Mageri Point, at mouth of Mai-ama River at 0100/17. The 
barges contained crews only and were apparently making 
rendezvous for supplies with an e uemy submarine, for which 
they mistook the torpedo boats. The barges came right 
alongside and were all destroyed Including the crews. One 
member of the motor torpedo boats crew was seriously wounded.

( 2) Cape Moreton - Convoy BT44 (H. M. A. S . "GYMPIEn escorting "CHARLES
S.JO.M&S" "JOSEPH BOLT” - departed Brisbane 0015/17 for 
Townsville) was attacked by an enemy submarine at 1510/17 in 
position 25°411S 153°51»E (approx 80 miles N. by S . of Cape 
Moreton). Two or three torpedoes were f ir e ^ a t  "CHARLES S. 
JONES" but passed 20 yards astern.

"GYMPIE" ran along the approximate torpedo track in 
the direction of the submarine but dropped no depth charges. 
Aircraft on a/ s patrol noticed an oil patch and possible 
periscope feather and dropped one 250-lb a/ s bomb with no 
apparent result.

Further immediate search proved negative but sea 
markers were dropped.



I I I .  EIXBllY'S PROBABLE MSXf MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.;« .P .A .
particularly Central &  Northern Solomons - Worth 
coast New Guinea - S.W . coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura Sea Islands,

(2) Possible offensive activity from East Indies area
including further infiltration to the eastward 
along south coast Dutch New Guinea.

(3) Possible offensive activity in N.W. Pacific .

(4) increased offensive subia&rine a ctivity.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C

- b -



A P P E N D I X

DAILY APPRKCXATlON-PACIFIC IKDIAK OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY 

A. SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AitEA

1. EASTERN SS'CIICN

8M Cruiser 
6 " Cruisers

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboa ts

Combat Loaded Transports 
Oilers

Effective

( i ) Allied Forces?

AUSTRALIA 
HOBART 
PHOENIX 
VAN HEEMSKERK 
ARUNTA 

. WARRAKUNGA 

LE TRIOMPHANT 
HELM 

• HEHISY 
PATTERSON 
RALPH TALBOT 
BAGLEY 
MU‘FORD 
STUAR T 
VENDETTA 
TJERK HIDPES 
ALBACORE )
GJSD )
GROWLER ) 
PETO ) 
AMBER JACK 
GRAMPUS 
GRAYBACK 
GREENLING 
GROUPER 
GUARDFISH 
TRITON 
TUNA 
K .9
PULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO
MANOORA 
AA3E MAERSK 
BISEOFDALE 
KURUMBA 
VICTOR IH

Non-effective

HELENA

SELFRIDGE

At Brisbane

)

On Patrol

At Sydney

WESTRALIA (on Reserve)

(ii)  Enemy Forces? (Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force) 
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers) 
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet) 
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted A/C Carrier (XCV)
2 Auxiliary k/C Carriers (ACV)

YAMATO
MUSASHI
MUTSU
HAS A TO
ZUIKAXU
Z'CJIHO
UNYO
1 unknown

- 1 -



6 heavy cruisers (CA)

4 light cruisers (CL)

5-6 Armed Merchant Cruisers 
Approx 27 Submarines (SS) 
Approx 35-40 Destroyers (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

ATAGO 
TAKA 0 
HAG HI 
HAG-TIRO 
KUMABO 
A OB A 
J3NTSU 
KATORI 
KASHIMA 
MAGAHA 

(XCL)

MOGAMI (bel. sunk 1 4 /l l )  
MYOKO ) poss. sunk 
SUZUYA ) 13-14/11

CHITOSE 
AKITSUSHIMA 

5-6 Converted s/P  Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3 ,0 00  tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sib*C3nasers, MTB’ s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 451 shore-based aircraft incl. S 3  F, 143 B, 16 P /B , 42 F /P , 

17 Oban, or transport aircraft.

WESTERS SECTION

6 ” Cruiser 
Flotilla Leader 
Armed Merchant Cruiser 
Destroyer
s/ p Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Submarines

( i ) Allied Forces:

ADELAIDE 
TROMP 
KAEIMHA 
VAN GfiLEN 
HERON
W.B. PRESTON
CHILDS
E L IA S
GAR )

* TjT)GE0N ) q patrol
TAMBOR )
TMJ TOG ) 
GRAYLING 
GRENADIER 
THRESHER 
TROUT 
K.12

At Fremantle

EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

(i) Allied Forces:

4 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see above)

(ii )  Enemy Forces:

C ’ s in C 1st , 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleets
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASHIGARA
6 light cruisers (CL)

Approx 16-20 Destroyers (DD) 
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (CVS)

KASHI I 
KUMA
isuai
01
KITAGAMI

KATORI (damaged 21/ L )

NOTOROx oeapxatm ua.rri.ur / z . /
App* ox 198 shore-based aircraft incl* 86 P, 69 B, 3 F /B , 24 F/P ,

16 transport aircraft.

tm 2 —



B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

(I) Allied Forces:

Battleships INDIANA
WASHINGTON 
NORTH CAROLINA 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MARYLAND 
COLORA10 
NEW MEXICO

Aircraft Carriers ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA

Auxiliary a / c Carriers CHENANGO
SANGAMON
3UWANSEE

8 ” Cruisers LOUISVILLE
WICHITA

6" cruisers HONOLULU
ST,LOUIS
XASHVITJ22
COLOMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
LEANDER
ACHILLES

5” Cruisers 3A3 DIEGO 
SAN JUAN

Destroyers 5 0 (approx)

CENTRAL PACIFIC A HE A

(I) Allied Forces:

Battleships IDAHO WEST VIRGINIA
MISSISSIPPI C Jl. IFORNIA

Converted A/c carrier

PENNSYLVANIA
NEVADA

TENSES .SEE

LONG ISLAND
Auxiliary a / c Carriers NASSAU 

ALTA: AHA 
COPAHEE

8 M Cruisers SALT LAKE CITY MINNEAPOLIS
RE® ORLEAN S PENSACOLA

CinC 1st Fleet
6-7 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted a / c Carriers (XCV)

2 Auxiliary a / c Carriers (ACV)

3 Heavy Cruisers (CA)

2 Light Cruisers (CL)

(11) Snem\ Forces:

ISB 
FU30
YAMSHIRO
EYTJGA
EARtJFA
Kom o
3 HOKAKU 
HAYATAKA 
HITAICA 
OTAKA
CHUYO
to m
TIKUMA
CHOKAI
AEUKUMA
SENDAI

PORTLAND 
SAN FRANCISCO 

(Saipan-Bonins-Formosa-Japan)

NISSHIN 
KA 101

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
^ ^ 2  Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

1-2 Converted s/p Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers and Gunboats (DD & PG) 
Approx 27 Submarines (SS)



D. NORTHERN PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

(1) Allied Forces?

8 " Cruiser 
6 ” Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

CinC 5th Fleet 
2 light cruisers (CL)

II.DIMAPOLIS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

(ii)  Enemy Forces: (N.Honshu-Kuriles-Aleutians)

E .

2-3 Armed Merchant Cruisers 
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD) 
Afiprox 7 Submarines (33)

SOUTHEASTER T/WITTC

(i)

6 n  Cruisers

r<" AM A 
KI30 

(XCL)

Allied Force3 :

CO 1I30RD 
TR ITON  
RICHMOND

INDIAN OCEAN A REA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier
8 ” Cruisers

7.5'* Cruisers 

6 ” Cruisers

Armed. Merchant Cruisers

A .A . Ship
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

(I) Allied Forcess

svAR SPITE 
RESOLUTION

*  RAklLLIES 
REVEMGE

x ROYAL SOVEREIGN
*  ILLUSTRIOUS 

ALLAIR03S 
DEVONSHIRE

x GEORGIOS AVEROPF (Greek) 
HA&KINS 
FROBISHER
i.IAURITIUS x GLASGOW
GAMBIA M EMERALD
BIRMINGHAM a  DANAE
ENTERPRISE DURBAN
LIVERPOOL CARADOC
ARETHUSA 
CERES 
PAUNTIE SS

*  DRAGON 
CAPETOWN

n  CALEDON 
x SUMATRA (Dutch)

ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE 

m CORFU 
CHITRA 
Rffl P5RA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE 

»  CARLISIE

*  Note: No recent intelligence.
location uncertain.

(11) Enexu,y Forces:

Present

Approx 3 Submarines
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DAILY A PPRWCIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

19th March, 1945

SOUTH -.VEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/l9t

(1) "GLENELG* escorting "YOCHOW" departed Milne Bay 1259/18 
for Oro Bay 1600 /19 .

12) “BOWEN" escorting Convoy PCS ('’CARLISLE” "WEST CACTUS") 
departed ITXneB ay~ l000/l8 . "CARLISLE" to be 
detached and proceed independently to Cairns*
"BOWEN" escorting "WEST CACTUS" to proceed Port 
Moresby ETA 1800 /l9 ,

(3) "SUMNER" "SC*746" on survey duty Deboyne Island area.
(4) "SWAN" escorting Convoy NT6 ("KATOQMBA" "GEORGE McCRARY")

dep. Port Moresby 1800/17 for Townsville, ETA 

2130 /19 .
(5) "BROOME" escorting: Convoy NT7 ("STAGEN" "GENERAL VERSPIJCK")

de par ted ~Por t Mo re sby 0800/18 for Townsville 0600/21 .
(6) YP ,291 departed Milne Bay 1522/17 for Townsville ETA 1200 /20 ,
(7) "PATTERSON" was to depart Dunk Island 1000/19 to RV in 

oosition 25°40»S , 159°E at 1545/21 with "PRES.GRANT"
HiES. JACKSON" and escort to Brisbane ETA 1600 /22 ,

(8) "WARREGO" escorting Convoy TN55 ( " SWARTENHONDT" "MONTORO” 
"CAROLA") to Port Moresby ETA 1600 /20 ,

(9) "BALLARAT" departed Cairns 1710/17  to RV with Convoy TN55 
("ASPASIA NOMIKOS" "DUNDULA" "BANTAM") off Fitzroy 
Island and escort to Milne Bay ETA 1730 /20 ,

( 1 0 ) "VARAMUNGA" escorting Convoy TN54 ("DUNTROON" "WANAKA") dep.
Townsville 0920/17 for Fort Moresby was due 0800 /19 ,

(11) "GOULBURN" escorting "JASON LEE" Southbound was to RV with 
"GYMPIE" escorting Convoy BT44 ("CHARLES S. JONES" 
"JOSEPH HOLT" for Townsville")” at 0800 /18 . "GYMPIE" 
was to escort "JASON LEE" to Caloundra, "GOULBURN" 
was to escort Convoy BT44 leaving convoy to  arrive r 
Gladstone a .m . 19 /3 . N .O .I .C . Brisbane signal 1613/18 
stated that "GYMPIE" had not complied with these 
instructions; and. that i f  "GYMPIE" and "GOULBURN" tod 
not met, "GOULBURN" was to escort "JASON LEE" to 
Brisbane aid "GYMPIE" was to leave convoy so as to 
arrive Gladstone a.m . 19/3  and after fuelling escort 
"MAETSUYCKER" to Whitsunday Passage.

(12) SC ,748 escorting Convoy BT45 ("AASE MAERSK" "VAN DER LIJN ") 
dep. Caloundra 0 llS /l7  for Townsville ETA 1500/20 .

(13) 8 subniarines on patrol.

(h) In Harbour:

M in e  Bay - Warships & Aux. - "KATOOMBA" "HILO" YP.236
17 PT*s

Merchant Vessels: "H.D.THOREAU"
Small Craft - Approx 50 

Port Moresby - Merchant Vessels: "H.DEARBORN" "DAVID BUSHNELL"
Sraall Craft - Approx 20 

Thursday Is . - Warships & Aux. - "LATRGBE"
Cairns : - Warships & Aux. - "ECHUCA" "WHY®,LA" "WAGGA

"KAPUNDA" "PLATYPUS" 10 PT»3 (2 refitting) 
Dunk Island - Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "PHOENIX" "HOBART"

"HELM" "HENLEY" "MUGFORD" "BAGLEY"
Townsville - W a r *hips & Aux. - "ARUNTA" "VENDETTA" "PIRIE"

"BENDIGO" "BISHOPDALE" "YUHJAN" (A .S .I .S )
YMS. 9. YMS.49 YMS.50

MOST SECRET

- 1 -
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Maryborough - Warships & Aux. - "KALGOORLIE*

Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "LITHGOW" "TULSA" "PULTON"
"POYANO" (A .S .I .S )  YP.233 YP.280 YP.286 
YP .288 YMS.8 YMS.46 YMS.47 YMS.48 "MERKJJR" 

ixntmtxtmgjx YMS.10 yms.70 eg. 1119
PC.1121 SC.738 SC.740 SC.749 SC.750 

(Repairing) "LITEGOW" SC.744

(°) Proposed Movements:

(1) "SWAN" escorting Convoy TS19 ( "KATOOMBA■ "PORTMAR" "WANDANA")
to depart Townsville 1200/20 for Brisbane ETA 0800/24*

(2) "VENDETTA" escorting Convoy TN56 ( ’'TAROONA") to depart
Townsville 2000/ly for Milne Bay.

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Enemy Aircraft - Photographs 17 & 18/3 show aircraft on the 
main enemy aerodromes in the Hew Guinea - BLsmarck3 - 
Solomons ajf*set out hereunder i-
(P - Fighters; p /p  - Floatplanes; l /b  - light bombers; 
m/b - medium bombers; p /b  - flying boats.)

17/3 £ f /p  l /b  m/ b f /b

Kahili 48 2 4
Ballale 4 -
Vila 1 -
Paisi (25$ coverage) 5 f 
Munda ?
Buka ?
18/3
Kavleng 13 - 2 6
Lakunai 73 - 32 4
Vunakanau 28 - 20 23
Rapopo - - 5 3
Malaguna - 4 - - -
Wewak (incomplete) 3 ♦ - - -

TOTAL 170 11 52 110

(2) New Georgia - LocaL reports state that the ships Intercepted
In Kula 5ulf by our Task Force during the night 5 /3  carried 
500 troops. There were only 3 survivors who were picked up 
by native patrols.

The same sources state that no shipping has been at 
Vila since the 5 steamers reported by natives midnight-03 0 0 /9 . 
As a result of the shelling by destroyers during the night 
15-16/3 all barges at Vila were set on fire ,

p.m. 16 /3  a cargo vessel and barge or barges were seen 
in Karaka Bay (N. of Kundurumbangara Bay - Vella Lave11a). 
Natives also report 17/3 that a small party of armed Japanese 
landed by barge in this same vicinity.

(3) Shortlands - Two. reconnaissances reported on shipping at Buin-
Falsi a .m . 1 8 /3 . The combined reports show probably 4 cargo 
vessels only (one large, one medium, 2 sm all), although one 
aircraft reported a possible heavy cruiser or large cargo 
vessel.

(4) Kieta - 3 barges with a large nunber of troops and natives
left Numa Numa 0930 /lS  heading for Kieta. It is recalled 
that on 12 /3  a Japanese administrative officer was at Numa 
Numa apparently recruiting labour.

(5) Buka - 221o /l 7-035 0 /l8 Buka Passage aerodrome was bombed by
3“”Catalinas. Blast bays and A .A . positions were also 
strafed.

(6) Kavleng - Reconnaissance 1000 /l8  sighted 6 vessels In the
liarbour area including a heavy cruiser, a destroyer and a 
large cargo vessel. Photographs show oil surfacing in 
progress on the runway. Aircraft visible are shown in 

the summary above.



(7) Rabaul - Reconnaissance 1100 /l8  reported the usual shipping
in kabaul Harbour. Photographs covering the northern half 
of Simpsons Harbour reveal »

3 destroyers
4 submarines
2 sub.chasers
5 tankers (1 medium, 4 small)

19 merchant vessels (tohdu^a .
Total 152T vessels 

In addition, 2 merchant vessels of approximately 5 ,0 00  tons 
each are visible off Kokopo.

The p ilo t ’ s report that the "usual shipping” was 
visible indicates that the photos cover in fact only about 
half of the total shipping in the area. Aircraft visible 
on the aerodrome;are shown ir*£he summary above.

(8) Open Bay - One small barge was seen in Powell Harbour (S .E .
shore of Open Bay) at 1530 /l8 .

(9) Gape Gloucester - Recomaissance a.m . 18 /3  reported nothing
on Cape Gloucester runway which appeared in good shape 1 
patrol or oil tfruaic revetments were observed.

Reconnaissance 1300/13 sighted one serviceable 
fighter and 2 trucks on the side of the runway.

Reconnaissance 1740 /l3  sighted 2 large and well 
camouflaged barges tied together and loaded wl th drums 
along the shore”5 miles N .E . of Cape Gloucester aerodrome.

(10) Daraoier Strait - At 0940/18 a small 500 ton vessel was seen
" In  a position approximately 15 miles SE of Rooke Island 

headed thereto.
(11) Aitape (75 miles W  Wewak) - Reconnaissance 1340/18 sighted 

 “JTsmall anti one larger aircraft on an unnamed island I .E .
of Aitape.

(12) Wewak - Photograjiis of Wewak 1412/18 show -
1 probable destroyer ) poss. same 3 as observed
2 small cargo vessels ) prior to recent Wewdc convoy,
2 merchant vessels (1 large, 1 medium)
1 large tanker-type vessel 

In addition a large cargo vessel was seen half submerged 
at Kairiru Island.

(13) Madang - Madang township, aerodrome and harbour area were
— Heavily attacked 0915-0940/18 by 12 Liberators and 9 Beaufighta 

covered by IB Lightnings. The entire town ataaa was left a 
mass of black smoke while the Beaufloiters worked over the 
aerodrome are thoroughly.

KOKTH JBBSTERN AREA

(i)  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At sea to 12 00/i9g

(1) "WILCANNIA" escorting "KOOLIGA* "SIBIGO" departed Thursday
Island 1453/17 for Darwin ETA 1330 /22 .

(2) "INVERELL" escorting "MULIAMA" "ISLANDER" departed Darwin
0718/18 for Thursday Island ETA Tucker Point 
2230/21 .

(3) "CASTLEMAINE" escorting "BABIBDA" departed Darwin 0910/18
for Millingimbi ETA p.m. 1 9 /3 ,

(4) 4 submarines on patrol.

( i i )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) Timor - Penfoei aerodrome was bombed by 3 Hudsons at 2200 /17 .

3 «•



(a) At Sea to 1200/l9t

(X) "W.B.PRESTON” departed Exmouth Gulf 0900/17 for Fremantle, 
was due I0 0 0 /l9 .

(b) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TROMP" "VAN GALEN"
"PELIAS" "ISABEL" "DUBBO" "WALLAROO" "HORSHAM" 
"LARK" "0TU3"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "CHILDS" "WHIPPOORWILL"

5* SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

4 . EASTERN fe SOUTHERN AREA

(i )  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/l9g

(1) "MANUNDA* dep. Brisbane 1848/17 for Sydney ®&s due 0500 /19 .
(2) YP .286 YP .288  departed Brisbane 1318/18 for Sydney ETA

0600/21*
(3) "BUNDABERG" "MILDURA" escorting Convoy 0080.
(4) "RALPH TALBOT" proceeding to HV witk "BUCHANAN" escorting

"POELAU LAUT" in position 36°37*S , 160°25*E , .
"RALPH TALBOT" to relieve "BUCHANAN" a$ 1500/lQ  
and escort "POELAU LAUT" to Melbourne ETA Port 
Phillip 0700/21.

(5) "MORESBY" "YAEDRA" escorting Convoy GP39 (including "KURUMBA"
for Darwin, "BUNGAREE" for Brisbane) departed Sidney 
1330/17 ETA fcaidmss Cajoundra 0330/20.

(b ) In Harbour:

Newcastle - Warships & Aux. - "ABRAHAM GHYNSSEN"
Port Stephens - Warships & Aux. - "MANOORA"
Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "VAN HEEMSKERK" "STUART"

"LE TRIOMPHARP" "BUNBUHY" "ROCKHAMPTON"
"DELORA IRE" "SHEPPARTON" "KYBRA" "WARRHAiiBOOL" 
"TOTSVILLE" "CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship) YDG.2 
"GOLD STAR" "H.T.ALLEN"

(Repairing) "HELENA" "ALHENA" "SELFRIDGE"
(In Reserve) "WESTRALIA *

Melbourne -Warships & Aux. - " SPRINGDALE" "DOOMBA"
(Repairing) "TJERK HIDDES" "COLAC"

(°)  Proposed Movements:

(1) "DELORAIBE" "ROCKHAMPTON" to escort Convoy C081. To take 
over convoy from "ABRAHAM ChYKSSfiiT"" aF“ RV off
Sjdney p.m. 20 /3 .

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

( ! )  ALLIED FORCES

(1) At ttmikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Espirltu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) LEANDER SAW DIEGO (CL)

LAMSON McCALLA MAHAN FARENHOLT LANSDOVvNE SMITH 
WOODWORTH LARBHER (DD) BREESE (DM) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) 
THORNTON (AVD) ATHENE (ACV) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (Ai ) 
AMERICAN LEGION HUNTER LIGGETT ’TILLER (AP) ALCHIBA 
ALDEBARAN PINCKNEY CELENO (AK) SABINE NEOSHO PLATTE 
PATUXENT WHIPSTOCK (AO) NAVAJO (AT) SKYLARK (AM)
NAUTILUS (S3) ROSEWOOD (YN)



(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA NORTH CAROLINA MASSACHUSETTS(BB)
COLUMBIA (CL) BALCH BUCHANAN AULICK CONYNGHAM PERKINS (DD 
JAMESTOWN (PG) PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AG) WHITNEY (AD) 
GEORGE CLYMER JOHN PENN McCAWLEY (AP) MAJABA TALAMANCA 
MERCURY ALGORAB TITANIA CASTOR (AK.) TRYON (APH) SONOM 
PAWNEE (AT) SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT KINGFISHER (AM) 
ARD.2 KIWI (A/S  Vessel)

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN)
(5) At Nandi - LANG (DD)
(6) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM)
(7) fit Bora Bora - PECOS (AO)
(8) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (AM) LOCUST

BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) MATAI MOA GALE TUI (A /S
V essels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(9) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (B.,) LOUISVILLE WICHITA (CA)
CHENANGO SANGAMON SU#ANNEE (ACV) FRAZIER EDWARDS 
GANSEVOORT AARON WARD (DD) BALLARD (AV) KANAA'IIA
Lackawanna  n e s c h e s  (a o ) r ic e l  (a r ) rqamrr p c .4?6  
PC.477 PC .479

(10) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) AH TARES (AK) SOLACE (AH)
(11) At Wellington - GRAYSON (DD) TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) FRES.HAYES

PRES,JACKSON PRES.ADAMS ORESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)
(12) At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (Sloop)

I I .  NAVAL INCIDENTS

N I L .

I I I .  ENEMY* 3 PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W. P.A.
particularly Central & Northern Solomons - North 
coast lew Guinea - S.W , coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive activity from East Indies area
Including further infiltration to the eastward 
along south coast Dutch He’s Guinea.

(3) Possible offensive activity In  N.W. Pacific .
(4 ) Increased offensive submarine activity*

1 9 /3 /43
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A P P E N D I X

DAILY APPKiiiCIA'IIOII-PACIFIC ' INDIAN OCr NAVAL ACTIVITY

A. SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

ISA STERN 3 CTIGN

8 ” Cruiser
6 ,; Cruisers

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

Sub*®. r ine Tender 
Destroyer Terrier 
Gunboats

Combat Loaded Transports 
Oilers

Effective

(I) Allied Forces:

AUSTRAL IA 
HOBART 
PHOENIX 
VAN HEEM SKIj'RK 
ARtJHTA 
WARRAMJNGA 
LE TRIOMPHANT 
HELM 
HENLEY 
PATTERSON 
RALPH TALBOT 
BAGLEY 
lilUGFORD 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
ALB AC ORE ) 
GATO ) 
GROWLER ) 
PETO )
AMBER JACK 
GRAMPUS 
GRAYBACK 
GREENLING 
GROUPER 
GUARDFISH 
TRIT®
TUNA 
K .9
PULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO 
MANOORA 
AASE MAERSK 
BI SI 0 I’D ALB 
KURUMBA 
VICTORIA

Non-effcctive

HELENA

SELFRIDGE

TJERK HIDDES

At Brisbane

On Patrol

At Sydney

WESTEALIA (On Reserve)

( i i )  Enemy Forces: (Truk-Ja1uit-Bismarcks-So1omons}

CinC Combined Pie et 
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force) 

,GinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers) 
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet) 
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battle ships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted a /c  Carrier (XCV) 

Auxiliary p/C  Carriers (ACV)

YAMATO 
MUSA SKI 
MUTSU 
NAGATO 

Z 1IKAKU 
ZUIHO 
UIIYO
1 unknown
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6 heavy cruisers (CA)

light oruisers (CL)

MOGAM I (hoi. s unk 14 /ll) 
MYOKC ) poss. sunk 
SUZUYA ) 13-14/11

AT AGO 
TAKAC 
HA CHI 
HAGURO
kumano

AOBA 
JINTSU
rr Aim /%ri *r  SjitjL
KASRIMA
NAGARA

5-6 Arnned Merchant cruisers (XCL)
Approx 27 Submarines (SS)
Approx 35-40 Destroyers (DX)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS) CHIT03E

AKITSUSHIMA

5-6 Converted, s/ p Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 5,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB’ s, Gunboats, Patrol Cralt 
A p p r o x  451 slpre-based airpraft Inol. 288 n  143 B ,_16_F/B, 4 2 f /p , 

lv cbsi’i* >r transport aircrai

6” Cruiser
Flotilla Leader
Armed Merchant Cruiser
Destroyer
s/ p Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Submarines

(i) Allied Forces 8

ADELAIDE 
TROMP 
KANTMELA 
VAN GALEN 
HERON
W.B. PRESTON 
CHILDS 
DELIAS 
GAR )
GUDGEON )
TAM BOR ) Patrol
TffUTOG )
GRAYLING )
GRENADIER )
THRESHER ) At Fremantle
TROUT )
K.12 )

3^f,AST INDIES - PHE IPPINES

(!) Allied Forces

4 suhrmrines on patrol stations In China Sea or HE I area (see above)

(II)  Enemy Forces?

C*s in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleets
1 heavY cruiser (CA) ASHIGARA / x
6 light cruisers (CL) KASHII KATORI (damaged 2 l /l )

KUMA
I3UZU
01
KITAGM I

Approx 16-20 Destroyers (DD) 
kApprox 7 Submarines (SS)
*1 Seaplane Carrier (CVS) NOIORO
Approx 198 shore-based aircraft incl. 86 Fs 63 B, 3 f /b , <A F /P ,

16 transport aircraft.
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B. SOUTH PACIFIC AilEA Effective Non-effective

( I )Allied Forces?

Battleships

OA..OLIKA

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8 ” Cruisers 

6 W Cruisers

5" Cruisers 

Destroys rs

C. CENTfUL PACIFIC AREA

Battle ships

Converted a / c Carrier 
Auxiliary A/c Garners

8 ” Cruisers

I EDI AKA 
WA3BIHGT0N 
NORTH 
MASSACHUSETTS 
HAS 1-L AND 
COLORADO 
MEBT MEXICO 
ENTERPRISE 
SARATOGA 
CE3NANG0 
SANGAMON 
SUWANNEE 
LOTJISVILLE 
WICHITA 

HGN3LTJLU 
ST.LOUIS 
NASHVILLE 
COLUMBIA 
CIEVEUOTD 
MONTEELLIEK 
DENVER 
LEANDER 
ACHILLES 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN JUAN
50 (approx)

(i) Allied. Forces:

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
PENN SYLVANIA
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND
NASSAU
ALfMAHA
COPAHEE
SiL T LAKE CITY 
NEW ORLEANS

/if’EST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

MINNEAPOLIS 
PENSACOLA 
PORTLAND 
SAN FRANCISCO

"CinC ti t Fleet
6-7 Battleships (BB)

(ii) Enemy Forcess (S a ipan-Bonins-Formosa-Japan)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted a / c Carriers (XCV)

2 Auxiliary a / c Carriers (ACV)

3 Heavy Cruisers (CA)

2 Light Cruisers (OL)
>
1 Arm-3d Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)%\p^'

1-2 Converted s/p Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old Armdured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers and Gunboats (DD & BS ) 
Approx 21 Submarines (SS)

I rrtst k>£*
FU SO
YAM SHIR 0
HYUGA
HAHJ NA
KONGO
SHOKAKU
HAYATAKA
HITAKA
OTAKA
chuyo

TONE
TIKUMA
CHOKAI
APUKTJMA
SENDAI

NISSHIN
KAM0I



NORTHERN PACIFIC AREA

8” Cruiser 
6" Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
^10 Submarines

CinC 5th FIs et
2 light cruisers (CL)

Non-effective

(i) Allied Forces;

INDIANA rOLIo
DETROIT
RALEIGH

Effective

(ii) Enemy Forces? (N.Honshu-Kurlies-Aleutiai s )

2-3 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL) 
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)

TMA
KISO

SOUTHEASrH3KIT PAUL/IC A'.&A

6” Cruisers

(1) Allied Forcesi

CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

INDIAN OCEAN Ali.iA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8" Cruisers

7 .5 "  Cruisers

6 m Cruisers

(i) Allied Forces;

Armed Merchant Cruisers

A.A. Ship
Approx 27 Destroyers
Approx 9 Submarines

WARSPITE '
RESOLUTION •

*  RAMILLIES 
REVENGE • 

st ROYAL SOVEREIGN 
m ILLUSTRIOUS 

ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE • 

m GEORGIOS AVEROFF (Greek) 
HAWKINS •

a
M

GLASGOW/ 
EMERALD 

*  DANAE 
DURBAN • 
CARADOC

FROBISHER • 
MAURITIUS ‘ 
GAMBIA '
BIRMINGHAM
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
ARETHUSA
CERES
DAUNTIE SS •

»  DRAGON 
CAPETOWN •

*  CALEDCK 
x SliimTRA (Dutch) 

ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE 

b CORFU 
CHITRAL 
RAHPURA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE 

m CARLISLE

st Notej No recent intelligence. Present
location uncertain#

( i i )  Enemy Forces;

Approx 3 Submarines

— 4 -



DAILY A PRECIATION - PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

20th March, 1945.

MOST SECRET

f.
I .  DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

. SOUTH -F.ST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(j.) ALLIED FORCES 

(a.) At Sea to 1 2 0 0 /l9 ;

(1) ”KATOOMBA" escorting "HENRY D. THQREAU" was to depart Milne Bay
1000/20 for Port Moresby ETA 1S00/21.

( 2 )  "SUMNER” ”SC.746” on survey duty Deboyne Island area,
(3) ”SWANtt escorting Convoy KT6 ("KATOOMBA" "GEORGE McCRARY"

dep. Port Moresby I&00/17 far Townsville, was due 
2130/19.

(4) "SWAN” escorting Convoy TS19 ("KATOOMBA" "PORTMAR" "WANDANA") was
to depart Townsville 1200/20 for Brisbane ETA 0800/24

( 6 ) "BROOM}.-;" escorting Convoy NT7 ( " STAGEN" "GENERAL VERSPIJCK")
departed Fort ffcre3by 0800/18 for Townsville 0600/21 .

(6) YP.291 departed Milne Bay 1522/17 for Townsville was due 1200/20.
(7) "PATTERSON” departed Dunk Island l000/l9 to RV in position 25°40* S.

159°E at 1545/21 with "PRES. GRANT" "PRES.JACKSON" 
and escort to Brisbane ETA 1600/22.

(8) "ECHUCA" escorting "BARALABA" was to depart Thursday Island 2200/19
for Merauke ETA 1600/21.

(9) "VENDETTA" escorting, Convoy TN56 ("TAROONA") departed Townsville
2044/19 for Mine- Bay.

(10) Convoy T N57 (a) ” A RUNTA” "KAPUNDA" IIDKL1161 escorting "CHARON"
"BISHOPDALF." "CREMER" "VALLSEMOSA” .

(b) "PIRIE” escorting "VAN 0UTHOORN" "VAN SPILBERGEN" . 
Convoy was to depart Townsville 1200/20 and proceed to 
position 11°50»S. 147 55» E. ETA 2100/22 where 
convoy to split. Portion (a) to proceed Port Moresby 
ETA 1400/23. Portion (b) to proceed Milne Bay ETA 
2100/23* "KAPUHDA* to RV with Convoy off Fitzroy 
Island at 0600/21.

(11) "WARREGO" escorting Convoy TN53 ( "SWARTENHONDT" "MONTORO" "CAROLA")
to Port Moresby ETA 1600/20.

(12) "BALLARAT” departed Cairns 1710/17 to RV with Conto.y TN55
("ASPASIA NOMIKOS” "DUNDULA" "BANTAM*; off Fitzroy 
Island and escort to Milne Bay ETA 1730/20.

(13) "GOULBURN” escorting "MAETSUYCKER” departed Gladstone 1300/19
ETA Whitsunday Passage 1200/20. On completion 
"GOULBURN” to return Brisbane.

(14) SC.748 escorting Convoy BT45 ("AASE MAERSK" "VAN DER LIJN") dep.
Caloundra bi 13/17 for Townsville ETA 1500/20.

(15) "LITHGOW” escorting Convoy BT46 "KEY PITTMAN” "EDWARD R. SILL"
"KURUMfiA1* were’ to depart from Caloundra 0600 /20 . 
"LITHGOW” to escort to Whitsunday passage and return 
Bri sb&ne.

(16) "GYMi'IE” departed Brisbane 1757/19 to carry out exercises with
submarine to seaward of Cape Moreton.

(17) 8 subma-Ines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Oro Bay - Warships & Aujt. - "GLENELG”
Merchant Vessels - "Y0CB0$"

Milne Bay - Warships k Aux. - "HILO" YP.236
17 FT1s. Small Craft - approx 50.

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - *WA RAMUNGA" "BOWEN” ___
Merchant vessels - "H. DEARBORN" "DAVID BUSHHELL”

"WEST CACTUS” "DUNTROON” ”WANAKA" 
Small Craft - approx. 20.

Thursday 13. - Warships & Aux. - "LATROBE"
Cairns - Warshi ps k Aux. - "WHYALLA" "MGGA” "PLATYPUS"

10 PT’ s (2 refitting)



Bunk Island

Townsville

Maryborough 
Bri sbane

- Warships S'. A ox. - "AUSTRALIA" "PHOENIX" "HOBART" 
"HELM" "HENLEY" "MUGFORD* "bAGLEY"

- Warships & Aux. - "BENDIGO" "YUNNAN" (A .S .I .S .)  
YMS.9 YMS.49 YMS.50

- Warships & Aux* - "XALGQQRLIL;"
- Warships & Aux. - "TULSA" "FULTON" "POYANG"

(A .S .I .S .)  YP.233 YP.280 YP.286 YP.288
YMS.8  YMS.10 YMS,46 YMS.47 YMS.48 YMS.70 
PC. 1119 PC. 1121 SC. 738 SC.740 SC,744 
SC. 749 SC.750 "MEHKURW "BUNGAREF.".

(c) Proposed Movements?

(1) SC*740 SC.744 escorting Convoy BT47 (including "BUNGAliEE") to 
depart Caloundra p.m. 20 /3 ,

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Tulagi - Enemy aircraft was over TULAGI on the night 18 /3 , No
damage is reported,

(2) New Georgia - Vila Bivouac area was attacked 16 45/18 by ten dive
bombers with fighter escort.

There was no aerial activity at Munda on 18/3 up to 1830 hrs. 
Reconnaissance a.m. 19/3  sighted 15 to 20 aircraft on the goound 
but subsequent fighter sweep encountered no aircraft in the air and 
saw only damaged aircraft on the ground.

A barge was seen carrying supplies to Reddova Island 16-17/5. 
a.m. 17 /3 , & party of 30 Japanese with a machine gun landed on 
North East coast of Vella Lavella, North of Rundurambangara 
Point.

(3) Choiseal, #e» Swireeft - Reconnaissance p.m. 19/3 observed three enemy
camps in the vicinity of Bambatana approximately centre South West 
coast Choiseul Island,

(4 ) Shortlands - Reconnaissance a.m. 19/5 sighted the following shipping
in the feuin-Faisi area 5-

5 cargo vessels, Including one large
2 auxiliaries

Total 7

(5) Arawe - Ba ges were soon by reconnaissance 19/3 at Arawe | 
— aruT the aircraft drooped boaba on and machine gunned the vessels,

(6 ) Cape Gloucester - Two reconnaissance aircraft strafed four or five jj
barges seen close in shore or beached just East of Cape Gloucester,

(7) Lorenfpa - A small cargo vessel, 3-500 tonss was seen by reconnaissana
at about noon 19 /3 . . ;|

(8) Wewak - A further study of photographs of wewak 1412/18 shows that p
the shipping present w a s |

1 submarine chaser
5 small merchant vessels, all 1000 tons or under. jjj

(9) Lae - At 1955/19 & submarine was seen In Lae Harbour with eight |
barges plying between the ship and the shore. An air strike was |
dispatched and a preliminary report indicates that four direct | 
hits and several near misses were scored on the submarine which Is
believed to have been destroyed. ji

(10) Mubo - Our forward elements are In contact with the enemy between
(farrison Hill and Observation Hill, North West of Mubo, |
Enemy troops were seen moving 18/3 in a dry creek bed 4 mile g 
North East of the Mubo strip. This area was attacked 1145/19 by
three Bostons. I

(11) Porlock Harbour - Eighteen enemy bombers, escorted by 32 Zeros, | 
— “ attacked'''Poriock Harbour at 1300/19, The wharf was cut in half, |

and a launch was badly damaged, |
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(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At sea to 12Q0/l9s

(1) "WILCANNIA” escorting ”K00LIGA,f "SIBIGO” departed Thursday Island
1453/17 for Darwin ETA 1330/22.

(2) ”INVERELL” escorting "MULIAMA" "ISLANDER* departed Darwin 0718/18
for Thursday Island ETA Tucker Point 2230/21.

(3) "CASTLEMAINE" escorting "BABINDA" departed Darwin 0910/18 for
Millingimbi was due p.m. 19 /3 ,

(4) 4 submarines on patrol.

(ii) EKE MY FORCES

(1) Kaukenau - Photographs is /3  of the new airfield at Timika (East of
Kaukenau) show that the runway has been levelled for over 1000 yards

(2) Kai Islands - Photographs 18/3 of the airfield at Langgoer show that
the runway has been cleared to at least 600 yards.

(3) Ambon - Reconnaissance a.m. 18/3 reported twelve cargo vessels In
Ambon Bay and another small 200 ton vessel ten miles South of 
Ambon Island*

Photographs of Ambon Bay, at the above time, show only eleven 
vessel as followss-

1 vessel 6-8,000 tons 
4 vessels 4-7,000 tons
2 vessels 2-4,000 tons
4 vessels below 1,000 tens.

(4) Koepang - Penfoel aerodrome was attacked at about 2230/18 by three
Hudsons.

(5) Broome - An unidentified aircraft was over the Broome-Derby area,
noon, 19 /3 .

NO^F  WESTERN AREA.

SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(b) In Harbour;

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE” "TROMP" "VAN GALEN"
"PRESTON” "PELIAS” "ISABEL" "DUEBO" "WALLAROO" 
"HORSHAM" "LARK” "OTUS"

Exmouth Gulf- Warships & Aux. - "CHILDS" "WHIPPOORWILL”

. EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/ l 9 ;

(1) YP. 286 YP.288 departed Brisbane 1318/18 for Sydney ETA 0600/21.
(2) "MORESBY” "YANDRAM escorting Convoy PG.39 (7W )  were to depart

Caloundra 1300/20.
(3) "ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN" escorting Convoy CO.81 was to depart Newcastle

0900/20. "ROCKHAMPTON" ''DEL OK A I NK *' to RV off Sydney p.m .2o/3 
and take over escort*

(4) "LE TRIOMPHANT" departed Sydney 1854/19 for patrol.
(5) "WARRNAMBOOL" was to depart Sydney 0915/20 for Broken Bay for working

ap exercises. To return Sydney 0900/27.
(6) "RALPH TALBOT" escorting "POELAU LAUT” from RV position (36°57»S.

160°25* E . ) to Melbourne ETA Port Phillip 0700/21.
(7) "DOOMBA” escorting Convoy PC.80 departed Port Phillip 2229/19 to RV

in Wilson's Promontory area with "Bundaberg” "Mildura” escorting 
Convoy CO.80 .
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(b ) In Harbours 

Port Stephens - Wa?sMpa & Aux. - "MANOOKA"
Sydney - Warships & Aux. - “VAN HEEMSKERK" "STUART" "BUNBURY"

"ROCEHAMPTC N " "DELORAIHE" "SHEPPARTON* "KYBRA" 
"TOWNSVILLE" "CENTAUR"(Hospital S M p ) YDG.2 
"GOLD STAR" "H.T.ALLEN"

(Repairing) "HELENA" "ALHENA" "SELFRIDGE" "tiANUHDA'' (Hospital
ship)

(In Reserve) "WESTRALIA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "SPRINGDALE"

(Repairing) ”TJERK HIDDES" "COLAC"

X

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(I) ALLIiP FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Eapiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) LEANDER SAN DIEGO (CL)

LAMSON McCALLA MAHAN FARENHOLT LANSDOWNE SMITH WOODWORTH 
LARD HER (DD) BREESE (DM) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) THORNTON (AVD) 
ATHENE (ACV) DIXIE, (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) AMERICAN LEGION 
HUNTER LIGGETT FULLER (AP) ALCHIBA ALDEBAiiAN PINCKNEY CELENO 
(AK) SABINE NEOSHO PLATTE PATUXENT WHIrSTOCK (AO) NAVAJO (AT) 
SKYLARK (AM) NAUTILUS (SS) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA NORTH CAROLINA MASSACHUSETTS(BB/ 
SAN FRANCISCO (CA) COLUMBIA (CL) BALCH BUCHANAN AULICK 
CONYNGHAM MUSTIR PERKINS (DD) JAMESTOWN (PG) PROMETHEUS (AR) 
ARGONNE (AG) WHITNEY (AD) GEORGE CLYMER JOHN PENN McCAWLEY (AP) 
14AJABA TALAMANCA kERCUKY ALGORAB TITAHIACMQSCELET WATERS (APD) 
TRYON (APH) SONOMA PAWNEE (AT) SUAMICO CIMiiRRON (AO) ADHOIT 
KINGFISHER (At!) ARD.2 KIWI (A/S Vessel)

(4) A C  Suva - CATALPA (YN)
(5) At Nandi - LANG (DD)
(6) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM)
(7) At Bora Bora - PECOS (AO)
(8) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (Afo) LOCUST 

BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) MATA I MOA GALE TUI (A/S Vessels) 
ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) STRATFORD (AP) 
PATHFINDER (AGS) , %

(9) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) LG ISVILLE WICHITA (CA)
CHENANGO SANGAMON SUWANNEE (ACV) FRAZIER EDWARDS GANSEVOORT 
AARON WARD (DD) BALLARD (AV) KANAWHA LACKAWANNA MESCHES(AO)
81 GEL (AR) HI GEL (AR) ROAMER PC.476 PC.477 PC.479

ilO)At Auckland ** EBONY (YN) ANTARES (AK) SOLACE (AH)
(11)At Wellington - GRAYSON (DD) TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AI,;) PRES.HAYES 

PRES,JACKSON FRES.ADAMS CRESCENT' CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)
(12)At Papeete - CHEVREUIL (Sloop)

I I . NAVAL INCIDENTS

N I L .

I I I .  ENE:-Y *S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S .W .P .A . particularly
Central & Northern S olomons - North coast New Guinea - S;W. 
coast Dutch New Guinea - Timor/ Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive activity from East Indies area Including
further infiltration to the eastward along south coast 
Cutch New Guinea.

(3) Possible offensive activity in N.W. Pacific.
(4) Increased offensive 3ubsnarine activity. .o

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .

4 - G.H.Q.. . S .W .P .A . 20/3/45



A P P E I  D I X

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

A. SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

.EASTERN SECTION Effective Non-effective

(I) Allied. Forces:

8” Cruiser 
6" Cruisers

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Subroutines

Sub he rine Tender 
Dostro;yer Tender 
Gunboats

Combat Loaded Trai sports 
Oilers

AUSTRALIA 
HOBART 
PHOENIX 
VAN HEEMSKERK 
ARUNTA 
VARRAMUNGA 
LE TRIOHPEANT 
HELM 
HENLEY 
PATTERSON 
RALPH TALBOT 
Ba GLEY 
MUGFORD 
STUAtT 
VENDETTA 
ALBAC ORE ) 

rGATO )
GROUPER ) At Brisbane
GROttLER }
PETO )

.AMBERJACK
G rampus

GRAYBACK 
GREENLING 
GUARDFISH 
TRITON 
TUNA 
K. 9
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO 
MANOORA 
AASE MAERSK 
BISIIOPDALE 
KURUMBA 
VICTORIA

HELENA

SELFRIDGE

TJERK HIDDES

On Patrol

At Sydney

W ESTRALIA (on reserve)

( i i ) Enemy Forces:

CinC Combined Fleet
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force)
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
C inC 4 th. F3e e t (Mandat e s Fie e t )
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battleships (BB)

(Truk-Jaluit-BIsmar cks-Solomons)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted a/ u Carrier (XCV)
2 Auxiliary A/c Carriers (ACV)

YAMATO
MUSASHI
MUTSU
HAGAT0
ZUIKAKU
ZUIHO
UNYO
1 unknown
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6 h^^-y cruisers (CA) ATAGO
m  TAKAO

NACHI 
HAGURO 
KUMANO 
AOBA

4 light cruisers (CL) JINTSU
KATORI 
KASFIMA 
NAGAHA

5-6 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
Approx 27 Submarines (SS)
Approx 35-40 Destroyers (DD)
2 seaplane Carriers (CVS) C HITOSE

aKITSUSHIMA
5-6 Converted S/p Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine Tenders 
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3 ,000  tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers,, MTB's, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 438 shore-based aircraft incl. 195 F, 166 B, 16 f / b , 42 F/p,

17 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

WESTERN SECTION

(I) Allied Forcesi

6” Cruiser 
Flotilla Leader 
Armed Merchant Cruiser 
Desb royer
s/p Tenders

Subim rine Tender 
Subxaa rines

EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

(1) Allied Forces;

4 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or ME I area (see above)

( i i ) Enemy For cess

C*s in C 1st, &id and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleets
1 he a v/ cruiser (CA) A SHIGA RA
6 light cruisers (CL) KASHII N A TORI (dsmaejed 21/1)

KliMA
ISTJ2TJ
01
KITAGAMI

Approx 16-20 iJastroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (CVS) N0T0R0
Approx 198 shore-based aircraft Incl. 86 F, 69 B, 3 f / b , 24 f / p ,

16 transport aircraft.

ADELAIDE 
TROMP 
KANIMBLA 
VAN GALEN 
HERON
W.B.PRESTON 
CHILDS 
P ELIAS 
GAR )
GUDGEON )
TAMBOR
TAUT OS
GRAYLING
GRENADIER
THRESHER
TROUT
K.12

On Patrol

)

)
) At Preman tit 
)
)

MOGAMI (bel.sunk 14 /ll) 
J8DK0 ) poss. sunk 
SUZUYA ) 13-14/11



B. SOUTH MCIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective
r

1 (i) Allied Forcess

■3 Battleships INDIANA
WASHINGTON
NORTH CAROLINA

! MASSACHUSETTS
a  MARYLAND
W  COL OiiADO

ms ic ex ico
Aircraft Carriers ENTERPRISE

SARATOGA
Auxiliary a/G Carriers CHENANGO

SANGAMON
SUWANNEE

y 8" Cruisers ^  L0UI3VILIE 
A WICHITA

6" Cruisers HONOLULU
ST* LOUTS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER

A  LEANDER
W  ACHILLES

5ft Cruisers SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN

Destroyers 50 (approx)

C. CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA

H (i) Allied Forces:

Battleships IDAHO WEST VIRGINIA
I; MISSISSIPPI CALIFORNIA
•] PENNSYLVANIA TENNESSEE
) NEVADA
| Converted a/c Carrier LONG ISLAND
! Auxiliary a/c Carriers NASSAU

ALTAMABA
CO PAHEE

8" Cruisers SAIT LAKE CITY MINNEAPOLIS
NOS ORLEANS PENSACOLA

PORTLAND
•j/-,;; Ft'tAiBiJOO

W  (ii) Enemy Forces: (Saipan-Bonins-Fomiosa- Japan)
Cinc Is t Fleet
6-7 Battleships (BB) ISE

FU'SO
: YAMASHIRO

HYUGA
HARUNA
KONGO

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV) SHOKAKU
i\ 2 Converted a/ c Carriers (XCV) EAYATAKA
i HITAKA
s fccMoxx̂ c 2 Aux. A/c Carriers (ACV) Of AKA

CHUYO
:■ 3 Heavy Cruisers (CA) TONE
j TIKUMA

CHOKAI
A  2 Light Cruisers (CL) ABUKUMA
W  SENDAI

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
1 2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS) NISSIIIN

KAMOI
| 1-2 Concerted s/P Tenders (XCVS)

6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 30 Destroyers and Gunboats (DD & PC)
Approx 27 Submarines (SS)
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D. flfbRTIIERN PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-e f f  e c 11 ve

8” Cmtlser 
6” Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

CinC Sjffa Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL)

(i) Allied. Forces:

IND IAN A POL IS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

(ii) Enemy Forces: (N.Honshu-Kuriles-Aleutians)

2-3 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL) 
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)

TAMA
KISO

E. SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AR EA

6 ” Cruisers

^  INDIAN OCEAN AREA 

Battle ships

ti ) Allied Fcr ces :

CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8” Cruisers

7 .5 ” Cruisers

6B Cruisers

( i ) Allied Forces:

WARSPITE 
RESOLUTION 

»  RAM IILIES 
REVENGE 

a ROYAL SOVEREIGN 
k ILLUSTRIOUS 

ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE

*  GEORG10S AVEROFF (Greek) 
HAWKINS

■ft

Armed Merchai t Cruisers

A.A. Ship
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Appa* ox 9 Subxaa rines

FROBISHER 
MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA 
BIRMINGHAM 
ENTS® PRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
ARETHUSA 
CERES 
DAUNTLESS 
DRAGON 

CAPETOWN 
CALEDON
SUMATRA (Dutch)
ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE
CORFU
CHIT HAL
RANPURA
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE
CARLISLE

j* GLASGOW 
x  EMERALD 
*  DAME 

DURBAN 
CAR.ADOC

No recent Intelligence. Present
location uncertain.

*  Notes

(I I)  Enemy Forces t

App.’ ox 3 submarines



■ +

D* X'iORiy: itl; PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

*

8 ” Cruiser 
6 b Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
, ^ 1 0  Submarines

CinC 5th Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL)

(I) Allied Forces;

INDIAKAPOLIS 
DETROIT 
RALSIGH

(ii) Enemy Forces; (N.Honshu-Kurile s-Aleutiai s)

TJEMA 
KISO

2-3 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL) 
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)

E . SOUTHEASTER PACIFIC AREA

6" Cruisers

F. INDIAN OCEAN AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8” Cruisers

7*5” Cruisers

6 W Cruisers

( i ) Allied Forces:

CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

(i) Allied Forces:

WARSPITE
RESOLUTION

*  RA1: ILL IES 
REVENGE

» ROYAL SOVEREIGN 
x ILLUSTRIOUS 

ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE

*  GEORGIOS AVEROFF (Greek) 
IIAWKINS

* GLASGOW
*  EMERALD
*  DAME 

DURBAN 
CERES 
CARADOC

Armed Merchant Cruisers

A.A. Ship
Approx 2'i Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarl res

FROBISHER 
MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA 
BIRMINGHAM 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
DATT5TXE SS 

M DRAGON 
CAPETOWN 

js CALiSDON 
3i SUMATRA (Dutch) 

ALAUIIIA 
CARTHAGE 

it CORFU 
CHITRAL 
RANPURA 
RANCHI
W0RCESTER8HIKE

*  C ATI, ISLE

m Note: No r>eccnt Intelligence. Present
location uncertain*

(ii)  Enemy Forces:

Approx 3 Submarine s
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^  DAILY A PPREC I AT 10 N-PA C IF IC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

21st March,1943

MOST SECRET

I . DISPOSITIONS ALLIED ENI^Y HAVAL FORCES

soirm .Vi-.sT p a c if ic  ark a

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FOHCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/21;

(1) "KATOOMBA" escorting "HENRY D.THOREAU" was to depart Milne
Bay 1000/2G for Port Moresby ETA 1500/21,

(2) "BOWEN" departed Port Moresby 0926/20 for Milne Bay was due
1130/21.

(3) "SUMNER" "SC .746" on survey duty Deboyne Island area.
( 4 )  "INVRRELL" escorting "MULIAMA" "ISLANDER" departed Darwin

0718/l8 for Thursday Island ETA Tucker Point 2230/21,
(5) "WARRAMTJNGA" escorting "DUNTROON" (for Townsville) departed.

Port Moresby 0800/20. "WARRAMUNGA" to escort to 
Pitzroy Island.

(6) "BROOME” escorting Convoy NT7 ("STAGEN" "GENERAL VERSPIJCK")
departed Port Moresby 0800/18 for Townsville ETA 
0600/21.

(7) "HOBART" departed Dunk Island 0730/21 for Sydney ETA 0730/24.
(8) "GOULBURN" en route from hitsunday Passage to Brisbane.
(9) " SWAN"escorting Convoy TS19 ("KATOOMBA" "PORTMAR" "GEORGE McCRARS"

"WANBANA**) departed Townsville 1432/20 for Brisbane ETA 
0800/24.

(10) "PATTERSON" departed Dunk Island 1000/19 to RV in position -
25°401S 159°E at 1545/21 with "PRES.GRANT" "PRES.JACKSON" 
and escort to Brisbane ETA 1600/22.

(11) "ECHUCA" escorting "BARALABA" departed Thursday Island 2200/19
for Merauke ETA 1600/21.

(12) "BALLARAT" escorting Convoy TN55 ("ASPASIA NOMIKOS" "D NDULA"
"BANTAM") was due Milne Bay 1730/20,

(13) "VENDETTA" escorting Convoy TM56 ("TAROONA") departed Townsville
2044/19 for Milne bay".

(14) Convoy TN57 -
(a) "ARUNTA" "KAPUNDA" 7DML1161 escorting "CHARON"

"BISHOPDALE" "CREMER" "VALLSEMOSA".
(h) "PIRIE" escorting "VAN 0UTH00RN" "VAN SPII.BERGEN". Convoy 

df>. Townsville 1200/20. To proceed to position H O 5 0 fS 
147°55*E ETA 2100/22 where convoy to split. Portion (a) 
to proceed Port Moresby ETA 1400/23. Portion (b) to 
proceed Milne Bay ETA 2100/23. "KAPUNDA" was to RV with 
Convoy off Pitzroy Island at 0600/21.

(15) "LITHGOW" escorting Convoy BT46 ("KEY PITTMAN" "EDWARD R.SILL"
"KURUMBA" all for Townsville) dep. Caloundra 1135/20, 
"LITHGOW" to escort to Whitsunday Passage and return 
Brisbane.

(16) SC.744 escorting Convoy BT47 ("BUNGAREE" "HANYANG" for Townsville,
"STORANGER" for Gladstone) dep. Caloundra 2132/20. On 
arrival Vhitsunday passage SC,744 to proceed Independently 
to Townsville ETA 1400/23,

(17) SC.740 escorting Convoy BT47A ("VAN HEEMSKERK" for Gladstone,
"BALIKPAPAN" i'o? Townsville, "ARKABA" for Mackay) dep, 
Caloundra 0051/21. SC.740 to part company at Percy Is . 
and return Brisbane.

(18) 8 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour?

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. - "GLENELG"
Merchant Vessels* "YOCHOW"

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "HILO" YP.236 17 PT*s
Small Craft - Approx 50

- 1 -



Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels:

Thursday la, 
Cairns

Dunk Island

Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane

"WARREGO"
"H. DEARBORN" "DAVID BUSHNELL"

"SWARTENBONDT* "MONTORO" "CAROLA" "WEST CACTUS" 
"WASAKA"

- Approx 20
"LATROBE*
” HY&LLA ” "WAGGA" "PLATYPUS"

Small Craft 
Warships & Aux. 
Warships & Aux.

10 PT*s (2 refitting)
A T T O T B A f  T A * »  «  D U f tT ?M TV < t  I»1Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "PHOENIX” "HELM" 

"HENLEY" "MUGFORD" "BAGLEY"

(Repairing)

Warships & Aux. - 
YMS.9 YMS.49 
"AASE MAKKSK" 

”arships & Aux. - 
Warshins & Aux. - 

YP. 233 YP. 280 
YMS.46 YMS.47 
SC. 738 SC. 749 
”GYMPIE”

"BENDIGO" "YUNNAN" (A .S .I .S )
YMS.50 YP.291 SC.748

« {?'A Jj ft Qf) HLIE *

"TULSA” "PULTON" "POYANG" (A .S .I .S )  
YP. 286 YP.288 YMS. 8 YMS.10 
YMS.48 YMS.70 PC.1119 PC.1121 
SC.750 "MEHKUR"

(c) Proposed. Movements:

(1) "LATROBE" escorting "TULAGI" to depart Thursday Island
0900/22 for Darwin ETA 1630/25 .

(2) "WARREGO" escorting "WANAKA" to depart Port Moresby 1900/21
for Townsville.

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Tulagi - 2 enemy submarines were sighted by aircraft at 1825/20
approximately 25 miles WSW Tulagi headed thereto.

(2) New Georgia - Local observers report that a 250 ton vessel was
at Vila Plantation unloading for about 4 hours from 2200-23 00 /16 . 
This is the first  ship reported at Vila since l l /3  when five 
steamers were seen there.

Vila was attacked at 1650/19 by 6 dive-bombera escorted 
by 16 fighters and again at the same time the following night 
by a similar force of aircraft. Munda was attacked at 1700/20  
by another 6 dive-bombers with 14 fighters as escort.

A party of about 15 Japanese arrived at Rendova Plantation 
on Rendova Island by barge at 0700/19 and 2 more barges with 
another 24 Japanese arrived at 1740 /19 .

(3) 3hortla.nds - Kahili and Ballale were harassed during the night 
 T B y  2 Fortresses.

Reconnaissance a.m . 20 /3  sighted the following shipping 
in the area «

1 light cruiser
3 destroyers
2 corvettes
9 cargo vessels 

Total 15
This In d icaW s  an increase of 4 cargo vessels and 4 warships 
since 20/3*

(4) Solomons Aircraft - Photographs G700/19 show -
Kahili - 33 fighters, 3 bombers
Ballale - 2 fighters, 1 bomber (60$ coverage)
Vila - 1  "
Munda - nil undamaged a/c  
Faisi - nil (20^ coverage)

36 f lg h t e r a ,T  bombers
Buka was not covered.

Photos 0845/20  show - 
Kahili - 45 fighters, 3 bombers
Vila - 1 "
Munda - nil operational a/c
Faisi - 17 Zero F/P, 2 four-englned F/B3

6«| fighters ,[j| bombers
(5) Gazelle Peninsula - Reconnaissance 0930/20 sighted a convoy as

detailed! below" approximately 15 miles north of Cape Pomas 
(N.W. extremity Gazelle Peninsula) course 90 °, speed 10 knots -

- 2 -



2 6 ,000 ton cargo vessels
2 2,000 ton cargo vessels 
1 600 ton cargo vessel

2 3 ,000 ton tankers
1 gunboat 

Total ^ 5  vessels 
Photos confirm 5 merchant vessels and one tanker with probably
2 escort vessels.

(6) Wide Bay - Photographs of a submarine sighted in Wide Bay 1137/13
show It  to be 14 0-180 ft . long resembling the German 250-500
ton submarine * It is suggested that the submarine is probably 
the new R0.100 class.

(7) Wewak - Egfigjffi&issance at noon 20/3  sighted nil shipping in the
SaFbourxarperfect visibility conditions.

(8) Southern Caroline Waters - At 1600/20 an unescorted convoy of
4 ships £x was seen' approximately midway between Palau and 
Kavieng heading SE at 10 knots.

2. NORTH WESTERN AnTA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/21:

(1) "WILCANMIA" escorting "KOQLIGA" "SJBIGO" DEPARTED Thursday Is .
1453/17 for Darwin ETA 1330/22,

(2) 5 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour:

Millingimbi - Warships & Aux. - "CASTLEMAINE”
Merchant Vessels: "BABINDA*

(ii) F,NEM¥ FORCES

South Coast Dutch New guinea - At 0940/20 a large destroyer 
and two 9-10,000 ton merchant vessels were sighted by recce 
approximately 25 miles E. of Cape van den Bosch course 70° 
speed 11-12 knots. An air strike was despatched and reported 
attacking the destroyer and two merchant vessels stationary 
in Kaimana Bay 1915-2000/20. Details of the attack are not 
yet available*

Kai Islands - Langgoer township was attacked by 2 B .25 ’ s a.m.
"

Ambon - Ambon township was attacked 2230/19 by 5 Liberators. 
Priority traget was shipping but despite use of flares and 
search around island for dispersal, no shipping could be 
located.

X "

(2 )

(3)

3 . SOUTH WESTERN ANSA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/21:

(1) "ADELAIDE" escorting; Convoy Oft’3 departed Fremantle 0800/20.
To return l^eniantie"'T200/28. "VAN GALEN" "DUHBO" 
"WALLAROO" providing local escort returning F reman tie 
22/3.

(b) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warshios Sc Aux. - "TROMP" "PRESTON" "PELIAS"
"ISABEL" "HORSHAM" "LARK" "OTUS”

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "CHILDS" "WHIPPOORWILL"
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4 . EA TERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(a) At Sea to 1200 /21 :

(1) YP .288 YP .288 departed Brisbane 1318/18 for Sydney, were
due OG00 /2 I .

(2) "MORESBY” "YANDRAlf escorting Convoy PG39 (7 MV) dep. Caloundra
1245/20 ETA Newcastle 0900 /^2 , Sydney 1600 /22 ,

(3) "WARRNAMBOOL11 working up In Broken Bay. To return Sydney
0900/27.

(4) "KYBRA" dep. Sydney 1917/20 for patrol. Was to return Sydney
0800 /21 .

(5 ) "RALPH TALBOT" escorting "POELAU LAUT" from RV position (360g7*S
160 2S*E) to Melbourne, was due Port Phillip 0700/21.

(6) "ROCKHAMPTON” "DELORAINE* escorting Convoy C081.
(7) "BUNDABERG" "MILDURA" escorting Convoy 0C80 for Port Kembla

ETA 1800/22, Sydney ETA"2359/22 and Newcastle ETA 
06 00 /23 ,

(b ) In Harbour:

Port Stephens - Warships & Aux. - ":,?AN00RA"
Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "VAN HEEMSKERK" "LE TRIOMPHANT"

"STUART" "BUNBUHY "AffiAHAM CRYNS3EN"
" SHEPPARTGN" "TOWNSVILLE” ”CENTAUR* (Hospital 

Ship) YDG.2 "GOLD STAR" "H.T.ALLEN"
(Repairing) "HELENA" "ALHBNA" "SELFRIDGE" "MANUHDA" (Hospital 
(In Reserve) "WESTKAL1A" Ship)

Melbourne - Warships &  Aux. - "SPRINGDALE" "DOOMBA"
(Repairing) "TJERK HI DDES" "COIAC"

(1) ALLIED FORGES

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Van ikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Espirifcu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) LLANDER (CL) LAMSON FLUSSER

McCALLA MAHAN FARENHOLT LANSDOWNE SMITH WOODWORTH 
LARDNER (DD) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) THORNTON (AVD) ATHENE (ACV) 
DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) AMERICAN IE GION JORN PENN 
HUNTER LIGGETT FULLER GEORGE CLYMER (AP) ALCHIBA ALDEBARAN 
ALGORAB PINCKNEY CELENO (M  ) SABINE NEOSHO PLATTE 
PATUX NT WHIPSTOCK (AO) SKYLARK (AM) NAUTILUS (SS) ROSEWOOD®)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN FRANCISCO (CA) COLUMBIA SAN JUAN (CL) BALCH BUCHANAN 
GRIDLEY DUNLAP PASNING* CASE CUMMINGS CONYNGHAM 
MtiariN PERKINS (DD) JAMESTOWN (PG) PROMETHEUS (AR)
ARGOSHE (AG) WHITNEY (AD) McCAWLEY (AP) MAJABA TALAMANCA 
MERCURY ‘PITANIA (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (AP’D) TRYON (A PH)
SUAMICO CIMARRON (AG) ADROIT KINGFISHER (AM) ARD.2 
KD/I (a/ s Vessel) "ENGADINE (ACVj

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN)
(5) At Nandi - LANG (DD)
(6) A|J Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM)
(7) At Bora Bora - PECOS (AO)
(8 ) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (AM) LOCUST 

BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) M  TAI SOA GAL!*: TUI (a /s  Vessels 
ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ER3KINE PHELPS (AO) STRAHDRD (AP)
PATHFINDER (AGS)

(9) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) WICHITA (CA) CHENANGO SANGAMON 
SUWANNEE (ACV) CONY AARON WARD (DD) BALLARD (AV) KANAWHA 
LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE HESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER PC.476 
PC.477 PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG )

(10) At Auckland - SAN DIEGO (CL) EBONY (YN) ANTARES (AK) SOLACE (AH)
(11) At Wellington - GRAYSON (DD) LOUISVILLE (CA) TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) 

PRES. HAYES PRES. JACKSON PRES. ADAMS CRESCENT CITY (A P)
LIBRA (AK)

(12) At Paoeete - CHEVREUIL (Sloop)

V



San Cristobal - One enemy bomber unsuccessfully dropped bombs 
on an allied convoy at 1125/20 approximately 60 miles E .N .E . 
of San Cristobal*

(ii)  ENEMY FORCES

EC. NAV’AL INCIDENTS

Lae - The enemy submarine attacks d at Lae after dark 19/3 
“ as si silted th® previous night shortly before midnight by 

a reconnaissance Catalina. The submarine was then about 
100 miles east of Lae on course 270° and was described as 
a largo ocean-going submsa^ine.

Ground observers reported a submarine in L^e Harbour 
at dusk 20/3 with 8 barges plying between ship and shore.

An air strike of 5 B .2 5 ‘ s was despatched and the 
submarine was sighted at about 1950/20 approx 250 yards S.f* 
of Voco Point. The submarine was described as about 350 ft. 
long ssith large square conning tower, raised bow and small 
mast-like structure forward of conning tower. Four direct 
hits with another four near misses were claimed with 500-lb
5 second delay bombs from 75 feet. A terrific explosion 
occurred, much heavier than the explosion of the bombs, and 
the submarine appeared to be blown to pieces.

The CB5W of one aircraft believed that they saw 
another submarine halfway between the attacked vessel and the 
shore but this sighting was not confirmed*

I I I .  Efflg.Y'S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.ar.P*A.
particularly Central & Northern Solomons - Horth 
coast Hew Guinea - S.W. coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafur& Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive activity from East Indies m*ea
including further infiltration to the eastward 
along south coast Dutch New Guinea.

(3) Possible offensive activity in N. . Pacific.

(4) Increased offensive subniarine activity.

For in HECTOR C .O .I .C . 
G . m.» s. 4 . P . A «

21/3/43
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A P P E N D  I X .

DAILY jJPPRECI^TION-PjXIFIC & INDIAN OCEAW NAV.iL ACTIVITY. 

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC iiPvEii.

EiiSTERN SECTION

8 W Cruiser 
6« Cruisers

Flotilla Leaders 

Destroyers

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
gunboats

Gombat Loaded Transports 
Oilers

(i)

Effective 

Allied Forces:

Non«»effectlve

AUSTRALIA 
HOBART 
PHOENIX 
TAN HEEMSKERK 
ARUNT.a 
WARRaMUNGA 
LE TRIOMPHi kNT 
1ELM 
HENLEY 
PATTERSOM 
RALPH TALBOT 
BaGLEY 
MUGFORD 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
aLBACORE)

GROUPER ) ** »r ishfine
GROWLER ) at B
PETO )
AMBERJACK)
GATG )
GRAMPUS )
GRAYBACK )0n Patrol 
GREENLING)
GUARDFISR)

HELENA

SELFRIDG 2

TJERK HID ES

)
)

TRITON 
TUNA 
£.9
FULTON 
DOBBIN
TULSA
HILO
MANOORA
AASE MAERSK
BlSHOPDAt*
KURUMBA
VICTORIA

(ii) Enemy Forces:

At Sydney

WESTRALIA (on r es erve)

(Truk-Jaluit-Bis arcks- 
Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force) 
CinC 3rd Fleet (aircraft Carriers) 
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet) 
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battleships (BB

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted a/C Carrier (XCV) 
g Auxiliary A/C Carriers (. Cl)

YaMATO
MUSASHI
MUTSU
NJfiATO
ZUIKaKU
ZXIIHO
UNTO
1 unknown
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6 h^avy cruisers (CA)

4 light cruisers (CL)

5-6 , .rmed erchant Cruisers (XCL) 
Approx*25-30 submarines (SS) 
A-pprox 30 Destroyers (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers (GTS)

(

AT AGO MOGAMI
TaKaO Y0K0
HaGURO
EUMMO
SUZUYA AOBA
JINTSU
KATOBI
K ASH IMA
NAGARA

)poss*sunk 
)13-14/11

CHITOSE
AKITSUSHIMA

5-6 Converted s /P  Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3*000 tons)
Minelayersi Minesweepers# Sub.Chasers* .'JTB’ s* Gunboats* Patrol Craft 
Approx 438 shore-based aircraft incl* 195 F* 168 B* 16 F/B* 42 F/P*

17 Obsn* or transport aircraft

2 . WESTERN SECTION

6"
(i) allied Forces:

Cruiser ADELAIDE

Flotilla Leader TRCMP

Armed Merchant Cruiser KANEffiLA

Destroyer VAN G.LEN

s/P  Tenders HERON
W.B* PRESTON 
CHILDS

Submarine Tender PEL I/IS 
-GAR ) 
GUDGEON) On 
T.MBOR ) 
TAUTOG ) 
GRAYLING ) 

GRENADIER) 
THRESHER ) 
TROUT ) 
K.12 )

Submarines
On Patrol

At Fremantle

3 . -RaST IKUIES - PHILIPPICS

( i) allied Forces:

4 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or El area (see above)

(ii)  Enemy Forces:

C«s in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleets

I  S S S  " A HaTOKI ,1 /1 )
K IM a  

ISUZU
01
KIThGaMI

Approx 16 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (CYS) /« 9 -p /t,
Approx 195 shore-based aircraft incl* 84 F* 69 B* 3 F/B* 24 F / i *

16 transport aircraft.



SOUTH PACIFIC AREA Effective Non Effective*

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a/ c Carriers

8 ” Cruisers

6s* Cruisers

5 ” Cruisers 

Destroyers

CENTRA PACIFIC -JBBA« 

Battleships

Converted a/ c Carrier 
Auxiliary A/C Carriers

8 fl Cruisers

(i) Allied Forces:

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
WORTH CAROLINA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO
MEW MEXICO
ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA
CHENANGO
SANGaMON
SUWANNEE
LOUISVILLE
SAN FRANCISCO
WICHITA
HONOLULU
ST* LOUIS
NASHVILLE
GOLUB/IB IA
CLEVELi4ND
MONTPELLISR
DENVER
LEADER
ACHILLES
SAN DIEGO
SaN JUAN
50{approx)

(i) Allied Forces:

IDAHO

MISSISSIPPI 
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA 
LONG ISL AND
NASSAU
aLTAMAHA
COPiiHEE
Si XT LAKE C O T  
NEW ORLE^sNS

CinC 1st Fleet
6-7 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted AjC Carriers (XCV)

2 Aux* a/ c Carriers («CV)

3 heavy Cruisers (CA)

2 light cruisers (CL)

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

1-2 Converted s /P  Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (QCa ) 
Approx* 20 Destroyers (DD)

Approx* 30 Submarines (S3

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

MINNEAPOLIS
PENSACOLA
PORTLAND

(ii) Enemy Forces: (Saipan-Bonins-Formosa
Japan)

ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUGa

HABUNA
KONGO
SHOKiiKU
EAYATAKA
HITiiKA
OT AKA
CHUYO
TONE
TIKUMA
CHOKAI
ABUKUMA
SENDAI

N IS SHIN 
KAMO I



/
¥

D* NQgpIERN P. CIFIC ARE A,

8" Cruiser 
6 " Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
|10 Submarines

CinC 5th Fleet
1 Heavy Cruiser
2 light Cruisers ( 0L)

2*2 irmed Merchant Cruisers 
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD) 
Approx 10 Submarines (SS)

S .  SOUTKEitSTEBM PACIFIC AKEa

6 ” Cruisers

(XCL)

INDIANAPOLIS 
DETROIT 
R, LEIGH

Effective

(I )  Jill led Forces:

(ii)  Enemy Forces: (N

NACHI
TAMA
KISO

(i) Allied Forces:

CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

F. PCE.-fl ARBa

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 " Cruisers 
7 .5  Cruisers

6 ” Cruisers

*
Armed Merchant Cruisers

Ap rox. 27 Destroyers 
Approx* 9 submarines

» Note;

(i) Allied Forces:

WARSPITE 
RESOLUTION 
RETENGE 

*  ILLUSTRIOUS 
ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE 
HAWKINS 
FROBISHER 
MAURITIUS 
G rife© I a  

BIRMINGHAM 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
AREfHUSA 
CERES 
DAUNTLESS 
CAPETOWN 
aLaUNIA 
CARTHaGE 
CHITtAL 
RANPURA
r a n c h i

WORCESTERSHIRE

No recent intelligence, 
location uncertain.

( i i )  Enemy Forces:

Approx 3 submarines

Non-effective

•H0NSHU-KURILE3- 
ALEUTIANS)

DURBAN 
C RiiDOC

Present

4 •



MOST SECRET

PAIL i APPK -CIATI ON-PACIFIC I M A H  OCEAII NAVAL ACTIVITY

22nd March,1945

I . DISPOSITIONS ALLIED ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

SOUTH #EST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(1

(2

(3

(4
(5

(6

(7

(8

(9

(10
(11

(12
(13

(14

(15
(16

(17)

(18)

(19)

( 20) 

( 21)

(1 ) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At sea to 1200 /22 :

"GLENELG" escorting "YQCHQW" en route from Oro Bay. "YOCHOW" 
to be detached and proceed to Townsville. "GLENELG" 
to proceed Port Moresby.

BALLARAT" departed Milne Bay 1400/21 for Port Moresby ETA 
1900 /22 .

"BOWEN" escorting "BANTAM" was to depart Milne Bay p.m. 2 l /3  
for Oro Bay.

"SUMNER" "S C .746" on survey duty Deboyne Island area,
"INVERELL" escorting "MULIAMA" "ISLANDER" departed DarwL n

0718/18 for Thursday Is . was due Tucker Point 2230/21 .
"LATROBE" escorting "TULAGI" was to depart Thursday Island  

0900/22 for Darwin ETA 1630/25 .
"BROOME* escorting Convoy NT7 ("STAGE!" "GENERAL VERSPIJCK") 

departed Port Moresby 0800/18 for Townsville was due 
0600 /21.

"VENDETTA" escorting "TAROONA" was to depart Milne Ba^ 0700/21  
for Townsville*

"WARRhGO" escorting *WANAKA" (for Townsville) departed Port 
Moresby 1905/21 . "WARREGO" to escort to Fitzroy Is .

"HOBART* departed Dunk Island G73o/21 for Sydney BTA 0730/24.
"PATTERSON" escorting "PRESIDENT GRANT" "PRESIDENT JACKSON" 

to Brisbane ETA 1600 /22 .
"BENDIGO" departed Townsville 150 0/21 ETA Caloundra 1200 /24 .
"YP .291" departed Townsville 1530/21 for Brisbane ETA Caloundra 

0500/26 .
"VICTORIA" departed Dunk Island 2300/21 for Cairns. Was due 

0800/22*
"GOULBUIrl? " en route from hit Sunday Passage to Brisbane.
"SWAN" escorting Convoy TS19 ("KATOOMBA" "POETMAR" "GEORGE McCRARY" 

" iimD ANA irJ aeparted Townsville 1432/20 for Brisbane ETA 
0800 /24 .

"ARUNTA" "KAPUNDA" "PIRIE" HDML.1161 escorting; Convoy TN57 
( " BISHOPDALE " "CHARON" "CREMER" "VALLSEMo &A" "VAtf 
0UTH00RN" "VAN S PILBERGEN") . On arrival position
11 5 0 1S 147°55»E ETA 2100/22 , Convoy to split.
"ARUNTA" "KAPUNDA" HDML 1161 escorting "BEHOPDALE* 
"CHARON" "CREMER" to proceed Port Moresby ETA 1400/23 . 
"PIRIE" escorting "VAN 0UTH00RN" "VAN SPILBERGEN" to 
proceed Milne Bay ETA 2100/23*

"LITHGOW" escorting Convoy BT46 ("KEY PITTMAN" "EDWARD R .SILL" 
"KURTJMBA" all for Townsville) dep. Caloundra 1135 /20 . 
"LITHGOW" to escort to Whitsunday passage and return 
Brisbane *

SC .744 escorting Convoy BT47 ("BUNGAREE" "HANYANG" for Townsville, 
"STORANGEU" for Gladstone) dep. CaLoundra 2132 /20 . On 
arrival Whitsunday Passage SC.744 to proceed Independently 
to Townsville ETA 1400/23 .

SC .740 escorting Convoy BT47A ("VAN HEEMSKERK" for Gladstone,
"BALIKPAFAK" For 'Townsville, "ARKABA" for Mackay) dep* 
Caloundra 0051 /21 . SC .740 to part company at Percy Is . 
and return Brisbane*

8 submarine 96 n patrol.



(b) In Harbour:

Oro Bay 
Milne Bay

Port Moresby

Cairns

Dunk Island

Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane

(Repairing)

Warships & Aux.
Warships& Aux« - "HILO" YP.236 15 PT*3 
Merchant Vessels : "ASPASIA NOMIKOS" "DUNDULA°

"BANTAM"
Approx 50Small Craft

- Warships & flux. - "KATOOMBA"
Merchant Vessels: "H.DEARBORN

"SWA F1TENH0NDT"
"WANAKA" " H . D . TH 0RE AU"

Sraall Craft - Approx 20
- Warships & Aux. - "WHYALLA" *WAGOA ” "PLATYPUS"

10 PT*s (2 refitting)
- SarshipsSc Aux. - "AUSTRALIA** "PHOENIX "HELM*

“HENLEY” "MUGFORD" "BAGLEY"
- Warshias & Aux. - "WARRAMUNGA" ""yUNNAN" (A.S.I.£>)

YMS.9 YMS.49 YMS.50 SC.748 "AASE MAERSK
- Warships & Aux. - "KALGOORLIE"
- Warships & Aux. - "TULSA" "FULTON" "POYANG" (A .S .I .S  

YP.233 Y P .280 YP.286 YP.288 YMS.8 YMS.10
YMS.48 YMS.70 PC.1119 PC.1121 
SC.750 "MERKUR"

"DAVID BBSHNELL® 
"MONTORO" "CAROLA" "WEST CACTUS"

YlfiS/46 YMS. 47 
SC.738 SC.749
"GYM PIE"

(4)

(c ) Proposed Movements:

(1) "WARRAMUNGA" escorting Convoy TN58 ("DUNTROON") to depart 
Townsville 1930/23 for Port Moresby ETA 1430/25.

(ii )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) New Georgia - Enemy barge activity continued 20 and 2i/3 at
Rendovaorobably in connection with supplies.

(2) Shortlands - Timber and galvanised iron were seen being
transported from Cholseul Bay (N.W. extremity Choiseul Is .)  
to Buin during the night 20-2L/3. _ .  ̂ . ,

Reconnaissance a.m. 21/3  sighted one light cruiser, 
one destroyer and 6 cargo vessels indicating that 2 destroyers,
2 corvettes and 3 cargo vessels had departed since the previous

day $ *

(3) Kieta - A small cargo ship was seen at Kieta by reconnaissance

a", m. 2 l /3 .
Gasmata - The aerodrome at Gasmata was bobbed and^straied oy 
— a flaEalina on armed night reconnaissance 20-21/3.

At 2215/21 a vessel described as a large destroyer 
was sighted and attacked by a Catalina on armed night 
reconnaissance south of G&anat% course east. Heavy accurate 
A.A. fire was encountered from the vessel which was, however, 
damaged by 2 bombs and was last seen at 2326/21 20 miles S. 
of Gasmata on course 10 °, speed 10 knots and trailing a large

oil slick* . . , .
Caoe Gloucester - At 1125/21 a 500 ton cargo ship was slghted^by 

r e c o m a issance in Borgen Bay. 'me ship was well camouflaged 
with trees, grass and foliage and 4 landing barges, also 
camouflaged, were sighted in the vicinity. A direct hit was 
scored on the ship which was left listing. , ,

(6) Wewak - A ;»und observer reports 2l/3  a 4 ,000 ton vessel anchored
off Kairiru 'ls. This maybe the partially submerged vessel 
reported by reconnaissance a few days ago.

The same source reports 2l/3  that natives in the area
are working as scouts for the Japanese.

(7) Kumusi - At 1500/21 a submarine jams sighted 5 miles east of
Kumusi River mouth course 124°.

(5)

2. NORTH WESTERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/22s

(1) "WILCANNIA" escorting "KOOLIGA" "SIBIGO" departed 'Ihursday
Is. 1453/l7 for Darwin ETA 1330/,22/

(2) 5 submarines on pa. trol.

- 2 -



(b) In Harbours

Milling!mbi 

Merauke

Warships & Aux. - 
Bier chant Vessels; 
Warships St Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels;

"CASTLEMAINE " 
"BABINDA"
"EC BBC A" 
"BARALABA"

(ii) ERKUY FORCES

(1) South Coast Dutch New Guinea - The destroyer and 2 merchant
v'osseTs'reported"’in ''Kaimana Bay p.m. 20/3 apparently departed 
Kaimana early a.m. 2l/3  and were seen at 1010/21, 12 miles 
S .S .E . of Cape van den Bosch course 270/280 . At 1512/21 
probably the same 3 vessels were sighted again 38 miles N.W. 
Cape van den Bosch course 300° {St*-

Reconnaissance p.m. 2l/3 sighted 3 merchant vessels of 
approximately 1 ,000 tons each off Oemarl (approx midway between 
Kaukenau and Kaimana) course H.W. No previous report has been 
received concerning these vessels which may be returning from 
Kauke nai.

(2) Kai Islands ~ Langgoer town.ship was attacked at dusk 20/3. 8
luggers were seen in the Strait between Toeal and Langgoer 
and also several small craft at Toeal.

(3) Timor - A possible destroyer or sloop was sighted at Koepang 
— S75C/21.

3 . SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(!) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/22;

(1) "ADELAIDE” escorting Convoy 0W3 departed Fremantle 0800/20.
To return Fremn’tle“T2bo /28. "VAN GALEN” "DUBBO” 
"WALLAROO” providing local escort returning Fremantle 
22/3,

(b) In Harbour;

Premantle - Warships & Aux. - "TROMP” "PRESTON" "FELIAS"
"ISABEL” "HORSHAM” "LARK" "OTUS”

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - '‘CHILDS" "WHIPPOORWILL"

4 . EASTERN & SOUTHERN AKEA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /22 ;

(1) "MORESBY" "YAHDRA” escorting Convoy PG-59 (7 MV) dep. Caloundra
1245/20 ETA Newcastle 1400 /&2 ,S- dney  210C /22.

(2) "LE TRIOMPHANT” "BINGERA” "BUNBURY” " SHEPPARTON” "KYBRA" dep.
Sydney 0046/22 on a / s patrol.

(3) "WARRNAMBOOL” working up in Broken Bay. To return Sydney
0900 /27 .

(4) "RALPH TALBOT" escorting "POELAU LAUT” was due Port Phillip
0700/22 .

(5) "ROCKHAMPTON” "DELORAINE" escorting Convoy C0S1.
(6) "BUNDABERG" "MILDURA" escorting Convoy PC80 for Port Kembla

ETA 1800/22 , Sydney ETA 2359/22 and Newcastle ETA 
0600 /23 .

(7) "CENTAUR" dep. Sydney 1117/21 for Brisbane ETA 1000/23 .
(b) In  Harbour;

Port Stephens - Warships & Aux. - "MANOORA"
Sidney - Warships & Aux. - "STUART” ”ABRAHAM CRYNSSEH"

"KYBItA” "TOWNSVILLE" "GOLD STAR" "H .T .ALLEN” 
YDG.2 YP .286 YP.288 

(Repairing) "HELENA" "ALHENA” "SELFRIDGE" "BUCHANAN"
"VAN HEEMSKERK" "MANUNDA" (Hospital Ship)

(On Reserve) "WESTRALIA"

- 3 -



Melbourne - /.'arships & Aux. - "SPRINGDALE" "DOOMBA" 
(Repairing) "TJERK HIDDES" "COLA? "

south  p a c if ic  area

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKIMC (AVP)
V  (2) At Esplritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HONOLULU ST.LOUIS NASHVILLE 
A  LEANDER (CL) LAMSON PLUS3ER McCALLA MAHAN FARENIIOLT “

LANSDOWNE SMITH WOODWORTH LARDNER NICHOLAS O'BANNON 
CHEVALIER STRONG TAYLBR FLETCHER RADFORD JENKINS (DD) 
CURTISS TANGIER (AV) THORNTON (AVD) ATHENE (ACV) DIXIE (AD) 
PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) AMERICAN LEGION JOHN PENN FULLER 
HUNTER LIGGETT GEORGE CLYMER (AP) ALCHIBA ALDEBARAN 
ALGORAB PINCKNEY CELENO (AK) SABINE NEOSHO PLATTE 
PATUXENT WHIPSTOCK (AO) SKYLARK (AM) NAUTILUS (SS)
ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN FRANCISCO (CA) COLUMBIA SAN JUAN (CL) BALCH BUCHANAN 
GRIDLEY DUNLAP PANNING CASE CUMMINGS CONYNGHAM READ 
RUSSELL MUSTIN PERKINS (DD) ENG AD IKE (ACV) JAMESTOWN (PG) 
PROMETHEUS (Aft) ARGONNE (AG) WHITNEY (AD) McCAWLEY (AP)
MAJABA TALAIiiANCA MERCURY TITANIA (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) 
TRYON (APH) PECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT 
KINGFISHER (AM) ARD.2 KIWI (A /s Vessel)

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN)
(5) At Nandi - LANG (DD)
(6) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM)
(7) At Bora Bora -
(8) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (Ai«) LOCUST

BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) MATAI MOA GALE TUI (A/S 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (A3h) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(9) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) iV I CHITA (CA) C HENAN GO SANGAMON
SUwANNEE (AGV) CONY AARON WARD (DD) BALLARD (AV) KANAWIIA 
LACKA i/ANNA KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR ) ROAMER PC.476 
PC.477 PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(10) At Auckland - SAN DIEGO (CL) EBONY (YN) AHTARES (AK) SOLACE (AH)
(11) At Wellington - GRAYSON (DD) LOUISVILLE (CA) TRACY (DM) SHELEitAKE(AM

PRES. HAYES PRES. AD AMS CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)
(12) At Papeete -

llm n j M M T S

Kalmana - At 0940/20, a destroyer or smaller escort vessel 
and two medium-sized merchantmen were seen at the N.E. 
entrance to Nautilus Strait heading for Kalmana. The 
reconnaissance B.25 scored a probable hit and near miss 
on one of the merchantmen.

An air strike of 3 Hudsons attacked these vessels 
at about 1915/20 anchored in Kalmana Bay while the merchant 
vessels were apparently unloading. Results were not observed 
bixt fire was seen possibly on one of the merchant vessels.

The convoy apparently stayed at Kalmana for about 10 
hours and 2 B .25 ’ s despatched to attack the ships again, 
located the convoy ato1015/21, 12 miles S .S .E . of Cape van 
den Bosch, course 270 to 280°. No hits were scored.

The convoy was last sighted at 1512/21 approx 38 
miles M.W. of Cape van den Bosch course 300 .

m .  ENEniY1 S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W .P .A . particularly
Central £■ Northern Solomons - North coast New Guinea - S.W. 
coast Dutch New Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive activity from East Indies area including
further infiltration to the eastward along south coast 
Dutch New Guinea.

4 -



\
Enemy's Probable Next Move (Contd.)

(3) Possible offensive activity in N.W. Pacific.

(4) Increased offensive submarine activity.

R /

Fnr DIRECTOR C .O .I .C , 
A" ' yf"-,S ....w-TT

22/3/43
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\
A P P E N D  I X .

Da ILY APJPKECIATION-PACIFIC &  INDI.iN OCEAN NAVi\L ACTIVITY.

^  SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA 

1 , E £TERN SECTION Effect ive 

(i) Allied Forces;

Non-effective

8 ” Cruiser 
6" Cruisers

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Combat Loaded Transports 

Oilers

SELFRIDGE
fV-jCV

TJERK HIDDES

AUSTRALIA
HOBvRT
PHOENIX HELENA
VAN HEEMSKERK-----?
ABUNTA 
VTARRAMUNGA 
LE TRIOMPHANT 
HELM 
HENLEY 
PATTERSON 
RALPH TALBOT 
BAGLEY 
HUGFORD 
STUAHT 
VE.PTDETTA 
aLBACORE)
GROUPER )
GROWLER ) At Brisbane
PETO ) 
aMBER JACK)
Gi.TO )
GRAMPUS )
GRaYBACK )
GREEMLING)On Patrol 
GUARDFISH)
TRITON )
TUNA )
E.9
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO
MkNOORA

At Sydney

WESTRALIA (on
reserve)

AA3E MAERSK 
BISHOPDALE 
EURUMBA 
VICTORIA

(ii) Enemy Forces: (Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-
Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC End Fleet (Striking Force) 
CinC Srd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers) 
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet) 
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)

3-4 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted a/C  Carrier (XCV)
2 Auxiliary ji/G  Carriers (aCV)

YAMATO
MUSASHI
MUTSU
NAGaTO
ZUIKAKU
ZUIHO
UNYO
1 unknown

*» i  «



6 heavy cruisers (Ca )

4 light cruisers (CL)

5-6 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL) 
Approx# 25-30 submarines (S3) 
Approx 30 Destroyers (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

AT.iGO
TAKAO

H&GURO
KUMiiKO
SUZUYA
JINTSU
KATOHl
KASHIMA
MAGARA

CHITOSE
AKITSUSHIMA

MOGAMI (bel#sunk 14/13 
MYOKD)poss* sunk 13-

14/13

AOBA

5-6 Converted s /p  Tenders (XCV3)
Several Submarine Tencers
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3*000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers* Sub.Chasers, MTB*s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 438 shore-based aircraft incl* 195 F, 168 B, 16 F/B , 42 F/P»

17 Obsn* or transport aircraft

WESTERN SECTION

6” Cruiser
Flotilla Leader
Armed Merchant Cruiser
Destroyer
s/P  Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Submurines

(i) Allied Forces:

iiDEL^ilDE 
TROMP 
KANIMBLA 
VAN G^iLEN 
HERON
W.B* PRESTON 
CHILDS 
PELIA3 
GAR )
GRAYLING)
GUDGEON ) On Patrol 
T/iMBOR )
TAUTOG )
GRENADIER)
THRESHER 
TROUT 
K.12 )

At Fremantle

e a s t  ik d ie s  - p h il ip p ik e s

NaTORI (damaged Sl/l)

(i) allied Forces:

4 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or Nil area (see above)

(ii) Enemy Forces:

C*s in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleets
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASHIGARA
6 light cruisers )CL) KASHH

KOMA 
ISUZU
01
KITAGAMI

Approx 16 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (CVS) --  .
Approx 196 shore-based aircraft incl* 84 F, 69 B* 3 F /B , 24 F/P,

16 transport aircraft*

NOTORO
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B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA.

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a/C  Carriers

8 " Cruisers

6 " Cruisers

5 H Cruisers

Destroyers

C. CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

Converted a/C  Carrier 
Auxiliary A/C Carriers

8 ” Cruisers

Effective

(i) Allied Forces:

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
NORTH CAROLINA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORiJX>
ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA
CHENANGO
SANGaMON
SUWANNEE
LOUISVILLE
SAN FRANCISCO
WICHITA
HONOLULU
ST. LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
LEANDER
S a N  DIEGO
SAN JUAN
50 (approx)

(i) Allied Forces:

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI | 
MEW MEXICO f
Pwm sm rm LA
NEVADA 
LONG ISLAND 
NASSAU 
.ALTAMXHA 
COPaHEE
SALT La KE CITY 
NEW ORLE ANS

Non Effective

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

MINNEAPOLIS
PENSACOLA
PORTLAND

(ii)

CinC 1st Fleet
6-7 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted a/C  Carriers (XCV)

g Aux. a/C  Carriers (ACV)

3 heavy Cruisers (Ca)

2 light cruisers (CL)

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

1»2 Converted s /P  Tenders (XCVS)
6 old Armoured Cruisers (OCA) 
Approx. 20 Destroyers (DP) 
Approx. 30 Submarines (S3)

Enemy Forces: (Gaipan-Bonins-Fonaosa-
Japan)

ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA
HARUNA
KONGO
SHOKAKU
HAYATaKA
HIT AKA
OTAKA
CtlUYO
TONE
TIKUMA
CHOKAI
abukuma

SENDAI

NISSHIN 
KAMO I

*• 3 -



\
D . HORTHERN PAglfjS AREA*

Qn Cruiser 
6n Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

Non-effective

(i) Allied Forces;

INDIA!'! APOLIS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

Effect ive

( i i ] Enemy Forces: (H.Honshu-Kuriles-
—— *----- - Aleutians)

4 '

CinC 5th Fleet
1 Heavy Cruiser
2 light Cruisers (CL)

g- 2  Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL) 
Approx 4 destroyers (DD)
Approx. 10 Submarines (SS)

aoimiEdBTEBN pacific  ..he,.

NACHI
TlhMA
KISO

6” Cruisers

(i) Allied Forces:

COHCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

F. B D I J  0CE--N AREa

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8« Cruisers 
7.5 Cruisers

6* Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers

iipprox# 27 Destroyers 
Approx* 9 submarines

X Note:

(i) Allied Forces:

WAR SPITE 
RESOLUTION 
REVENGE 

*  ILLUSTH DUS 
ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE 
HAWKINS 
FROBI HER 
MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA 
BIRMINGHAM
ENTERPRISE DURBAN
LIVERPOOL CARADOC
ARETHUSA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
Capetown
a la u n ia

CABTEAGI
CHITRjJj
RiJfiPURA
RiiNCiil
WORCESTERSHIRE

No recent intelligence. Present location

uncertain.

( ii) Enemy Forces:

Approx 3 submarines

4 -



MOST SECRET

^  M ILY  A r PK ;:.CI ATI OK - PA C; I • IC h INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

23rd March.1943

I . ^ISPOSITIO^S^^LLIED^^^^EM^^J^AL^^ORCES

SOUTH •■VEST PA; IFIC AHEA 

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/23:

(1) Task Force 74 ( "ALJ 3TRALIA" "PHOENIX" "HELM" "HENLEY" "BAGLEY"
"MUGFORD") moves from Dunk Island to Palm Island <3o/5 .

(2) "GLENELG" escorting "YOCHOW" en route from Oro Bay. "JOCHCW”
to be detached and proceed to Townsville. GIEKELa 
to proceed Port Moresby.

(3) "SUMHER" "SC .746" on survey duty Deboyne Island area.
(4) "IHVERELL" escorting "MULIAMA" "ISLANDER" departed Darwin

0718/18 for Thursday Is . was due Tucker Point 2230/21.
(5) "LATROEE" escorting Convoy TD15 ("TULAGI" "ALAGNA" "SEEKA") dep.

Thursday Island 18£6/22 for Darwin ETA 1730/27.
(6) "VENDETTA" escorting "TAROOKA* departed Milne Bay 0956/22 for

Townsville ETA 0600/24.
(7) "vVARREGO" escorting "WANAKA" (for Townsville) departed Port

Moresby 1905/21. "WARREOO'to escort to FitJsroy Is .
(8) "LITHGOW" en route Gladstone from Whitsunday Passage.
(9) "BENDIGO" departed Townsville 1500/21 ETA  Caloundra 1200/24.

(10) "YP.291" departed Townsville 1530/21 for Brisbane ETA Caloundra

(11) "ARUNTA" "KAPUNDA" HDML. 1161 escorting "BISHOPDALE" "CHARON"
"CREMER" "VALLSEMOSA" to Port Moresby ETA 1400/23.

(12) “PIRIE" escorting "VAN 0UTH00RN" "VAN SPILBERGEN" to Milne Bay
ETA 2100/23. „ „

(13) "SWAN" escorting Convoy TS19 ("KATOOMBA" ”P0^TMAR GEORGE
McCRARY" nA‘AKDANA,r) departed Townsville 1432/20 for 
Brisbane ETA 0800/24.

(14) "KURUMBA" en route Townsville. „ M m
(15) SC*744 escorting Convoy BT47 ("BUNGAREE HANYANG for -ownsville,

n ST GRANGER" for Gladstone) dep. Caloundra 2132/20. On 
arrival Vifhltsunday Passage SC.744 to proceed independently 
to Townsville ETA 1400/23.

(16) SC.740 escorting Convoy BT47A ("BALIKPAPAN for Townsville,
"ARKABA" for1 Mackayl dep. Caloundra 0051/21. SC *740 
to part company at Percy Is . and return Brisbane.

(17) PC.1119 PC.1121 departed Brisbane 1431/22 to arrive position
27°03*S, 155°25*E at 0600/23. On a rrival to conduct 
search for Dutch troop ship "SOMMELSDICK" and escort 
to Brisbane.

(18) 8 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Oro Bav - Warships & Aux*
Milne Bay - 'Warships & Aux. - "HILO" "BOWEN 15 ii s

Merchant Vessels? "ASPASIA NGMIKOS DuNDULA
"BANTAM"

Small Craft - Approx 50
Port Moresby — Warships & Aux. - "KATOOMBA" ’’BALLARAT"
Port Moresoy Vessel3. «H.DEARB0RN« "DAVID BUSHNELL"

" S#ARTENHONDT" "MONTORO" "CAROLA* 
"WEST CACTUS" "H.D.THOREAU"

Small Craft - Approx 20 
Cairns - War ships & Aux. - "WHYALLA" "WAGGA" "PLATYPUS

"VICTORIA" YP.236 10 PT»s (2 refitting)
Townsville - Warships & Aux. - "WARKAMUNGA" "BROOME" ¥UMAN ASI 
xownsvilie r«nipg yMS.50 SC.748 "AASE MAERSK"

Maryborough - Warships & Aux. - "KALGOORLIE"

- l •



Brisbane - arships & Aux. - "PATTERSON" "GOULBURN "TULSA"
"FULTON" "POYANG" (A .S .I .S )  YP.233 YP.280 

\  Y P .286 Y P .288 YMS.8 YMS.10 YMS.46 YMS.47
YMS.48 YMS.70 SC.738 SC.749 SC.750 "MERKUR"
"PRESIDENT GRANT" "PRESIDENT 

(Repairing) "GYMPIE"

(c) Proposed Movements;

(1) "KATOOMBA" escorting "DAVID BUSHNELL" to depart Port Moresby
1830/23 for Townsville.

(2) SC .748 escorting Convoy TN59 ("EDWARD R.SILL" "VAN DER LIJN")
to depart Townsville 1400/24. "WAGGA" to RV off 
Pitzroy Island at 0700/25 and provide additional 
escort. Convoy to proceed Port Moresby ETA 1000/27.

(3) "WARRAKUNGA" escorting Convoy TN58 ("DUNTROON") to depart
Townsville 1930/SS for Port Moresby ETA 1430/25.

(ii)  ENEMY FORCES

(1) Munda-Vila - Six and five Da lint less dive-bombers respectively
escorted by 15 Wildcats attacked Munda and Vila 
afternoon 2 l /3 . Explosions observed in dump area at 
Munda.

(2) Solomons Aircraft - Photos a.m. 2l/3  reveal the following
aircraft: - ™"“ . . _ .

Fighters Bombers

Kahili 27 2
Buka 3 2 (only 75$ coverage)
Vila 1
Munda - nil serviceable
Ballale and Paisi were not covered.

^  Lorengau - An old sailing schooner, probably used as a wireless 
ship was unsuccessfully attacked by a Liberator in harbour 
1056/22. The runway was reported serviceable, though a large 
crater was sighted, and no activity was observed.

(4) Gasmata - A search of the shipping lanes off the south coast of
New Britain between Wide Bay and Gasmata a.m. and p.m. 22/3 
failed to reveal any sighting of the destroyer attacked south 
of Casmata night 2l/3 ,

(5) Wewak - A Liberator reports sighting two sndl cargo ships in
the harbour and one small carco vessel near Raboln Island 
(4 miles NW of Wewak) at 0940/22,

(6) New br1baIn-NewGulnea-Aerodrome Intelligence
(a) Gasmata - photos taken after the air attacks a.m. 22/3  by

4 Liberators, 9 Beaufighters and one Fortress 
showed many bomb craters in the runway and the 
aerodrome area, also one wrecked bomber set on 
fire . Recce p.m. 22/3 reported that the aero
drome appeared serviceable.

(b) Cape Gloucester - Two recces 22/3 reported tie strip
“ serviceable though no activity was observed.

(c) Alexishafen - Strip reported unserviceable and no activity
observed p.m. 22/3 .

(d) Madang - Two craters on strip, but serviceable p.m. 22/3 .
Nil activity.

(e) Pinschhafen - Runway serviceable p.m. 22 /3 . No activity
observed.

( f ) Lae - 2 bombers sighted on runway p.m. 22/3 . No activity.
(7) Mllni~lkiy - An unknown number of enemy aircraft attacked Turnbull

Strip early hours 22 /3 . Two army officers killed and damage 
not assessed. One enemy bomber believed damaged.

NORTH .YESTERN AhEA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/23:

(1) "WILCANNIA" escorting "KOOLIGA" "SIBIGO" departed Thursday
Is . 1453/17 for Darwin ETA 1330/22.

(2) 6 submarines on patrol.



(b) In Harbour:

Mllllnglabl

Merauke

- Warships & Aux. - "0A STLEMAIME" 
Merchant Vessels: "BABINDA"

- Warships & Aux. - "ECHUCA" 
Merchant Vessels: "3ARALABA"

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

South Coast Dutch New Guinea - Photos of the convoy which 
departed Kalmana a.m. 2L/3 reveal -

1 escort vessel - minelayer type (230 feet long)
2 merchant vessels (3000 and 3500 tons)

3 , SOUTHWESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES 

In Harbour:

Premantle - Warships & Aux. - "TROMP* "VAN GALEN" "PttESTON"
M PE LI AS " "ISABEL" "II OH SHAM" "DUBBO* "W ALLA 100 " 
"LAKK" f!0TUS"

Exmouth Gulf- Warships & Aux. - "CHILDS" "WBTFPOORWILL"

4. EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(&) At Sea to 1200/23:

(1) "HOBART" departed Dunk Island 0730/21 for Sydney ETA
0730/24.

(2) "LE TRIOMPHANT" escorting "AQUITANIA" was to depart Sydney
1000/23. "LE TRIOMPRANT" to provide escort until 
0700/24. "AQUITANIA" to proceed Premantle and 
thence Capetown.

(3) !'WAKRNAMBOOL" working up in Broken Bay. To return Sydney
0900/27.

(4) "DOOMBA" escorting Convoy 0C81 departed Port Phillip 2327/22
to RV in ;Vii so n * s Promontory area ®ith "ROCKHAMPTON"
"DELORAINE1* escorting Convoy C081.

(5) "CENTAUR" dep. Sydney 1117/21 for Brisbane was due lQ00/23.

(b) In Harbour:

Newcastle - Warships & Aux. - "MILDURA"
Port Stephens - Warships & Aux. - "MANOORA"
Sydney - Warships k A us. - "STUART" "ABRAHAM ChYNSSEN"

"BUNBURY" "KYBRA" "MORESBY" "YANDRA" "BUNDAHERG" 
"SHEPPARTON" "BINGERA" "TOWNSVILLE" "GOLD STAR" 
"H.T.ALLEN" "YDG.2 YP.286 YP.288 

(Repairing) "HELENA" "SELFRIDGE" "BUCHANAN" "VAN HEEMSKERK"
"MANUNDA" (Hospital Ship) "AL HENA"

A (On Reserve) "WESTRALIA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "RALPH TALBOT" "SPRINGDALE"

(Repairing) "TJERK HIDDES" "COLAC"

(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) "MILDURA" escorting Convoy C082 to depart Newcastle a.m. 24/3 .
"MORESBY"W"Y&KDRAW to take over escort at RV off
Sydney p.m. 24 /5 .

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Middleton Reef - There were fair Indications of an enemy submarine 
in' nosiIIon”29°S 158°E (63 miles WW of Middleton Reef) afc 
2220/21.
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B. SOUTH PACIFIC A SEA

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AV?) .
(2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HONOLULU ST.LOUIS NASHVILLE

LEANDER (CL) lieCALLA FARENHOLT LANSDOWNE SMITH WOODWORTH 
LARDNER NICHOLAS O1 BAKU ON CHEVALIER STRONG TAYLOR 
FLETCHER RADFORD JENKINS (DD) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) 
THORNTON (AVD) ATHENE (ACV) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) 
AMERICAN LEGION FULLER HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) ALCHIBA 
ALDEBARAN PINCKNEY CELENO (AK) SABINE NEOSHO PLATTE 
PATUXENT WHIPSTOCK (AO) SKYLARK (AM) IAUTILUS (S3)
ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN FRANCISCO (CA) COLUMBIA SAN JUAN (CL) BALCH 
GRIDLEY DUNLAP FANNING CASE CUMMINGS CONYNGHAM READ 
liAHAN MUSTIN PERKINS (DD) ENGADINE (ACV) JAMESTOWN (PC ) 
FR6METHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AG) WHITNEY (AD) Me CAWLEY (AP) 
MAJABA TALAMANCA MERCURY TITANIA (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) 
TRYON (APH) PECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT 
KINGFISHER (AM) ARD.2 KIWI (a / s Vessel)

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN)
(5) At Samoa MONTGOMERY (DM)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (AM) LOCUST

BUTTERNUT (YN) WAN DANK (YT) MATAI MOA GALE TUI (A/S 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) WICHITA (CA) CHENANGO
SUWANNEE (ACV) SAUFL^Y AARON WARD (DD) BALLARD (AV)
KANAWHA LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR)
ROAMER PC.476 PC.477 PC.479 RAPPAJIAMOCK (AOC-)

(8) At Auckland - SAN DIEGO (CL) EBONY (YN) ANTARES (AK) SOLACE (AH)
(9) At Wellington - GRAYSON (DD) LOUISVILLE (CA) TRACY (DM)

SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES.HAYES PRES.ADAMS CRESCENT CITY (AP) 
LIBRA (AK)

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

Noumea - An allied aircraft reported having sighted and depth- 
cKarged an enemy submarine 51 miles SW of Noumea at 1100/22.

(i) ALLIED FORCES

C. INDIAN OCEAN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES 

"ADELAIDE" due Fremantle 1200/28 after escort duty.

11 * NAVAL INCIDENTS

N I L.

H I .  ENEMY'S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W .P.A.
particularly Central & Northern Solomons - North 
coast New Guinea - S.W. coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive activity from East Indies area
including further infiltration to the eastward along 
south coast Dutch New Guinea.

(3) Possible offensive activity in N.W. Pacific.
(4) Increased offensive submarine activity.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C . 
'G.M.Q. . ~ 5. .1--.A.
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A P P E N D I X  

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

A. SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

*
EASTERN SKCTION

8 " Cruiser 
6 ” Cruisers

Flotilla  Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

Subaap ine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Combat Loaded Transports 
Oilers

Effective

(I) Allied Forces?

AUSTRALIA 
HOBART 
PHOENIX 
ARUNTA 
WARRAMUNGA 
LE TRIOMPHANT 
HELM 
HENLEY 
PATTERSON 
RALPH TALBOT 
BAGLEY 
MUGFORD 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
ALBA CORE ) 
GROUPER ) 
GROWLER ) 
PETO )
AMBER JACK 
GATO

(mm  pus
GRAYBACK
gref.nl lira
GUARDFISH 
TRITON 
TUNA 
K.9 
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO 
MANOORA 
A ASK MAERSK 
BISHOPDALE 
KURUMBA 
VICTORIA

Non-effective

HELENA
VAN HEEMSKKRK

SELFRIDGE
BUCHANAN

T JERK HIDD S

At Brisbane

)

On Patrol

At Sydney

WESTRALIA (On Reserve)

( i i )  Enemy Forces: (Truk-Jaluit-BIsmarcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force) 
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers) 
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet) 
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battleships (BE)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted A/c Carrier (XCV)
2 Auxiliary A/c Carriers (ACV)

YAMATO
MUSAS HI
MUTSU
NAGATO
ZtJIKAKTT
2111 HO
UNYO
1 unknown

•  X



IV

6 heavy cruisers (CA)

4 light cruisers (CL)

MO GAM I (bel. sunk 14/ l l  
MYOKO (poss. sunk 13-14,11

ATAGO 
TAKAO 
HAGUE0
KiMANO A DBA
SUZUYA 
JINTSU 
KATORI 
KASHIMA 
NAGARA

5-6 Armed Merc bant Cruisers (XCL)
Apprfcx 25-30 submarines (SS)
Approx 30 Destroyers (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS) C HITOSE

AKITSUSHIM
5-6 Converted s/p  Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB*s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 438 ahore-based aircraft incl. 195 P, 168 B, 16 f / b , 42 F /P ,

17 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

WESTERN SECTION

(1) Allied Forces;

6" Cruiser ADELAIDE
FlfctIlia Leader ■ TROMP
Armed Merchant Cruiser KM IMBLA
Destroyer VAN GAIEN
s/P Tenders HERON

W .3 . PRESTON 
CHILDS

Submarine Tender PELIA S
Submarines GAR ) 

GRAYLING )
Gudgeon )

/ TAMBOR ) 
TAUTOG ) 

MJRENADIER 
THRESHER 
TROUT 
K.12

On Patrol

)
) At Fremantle 
)
)

3. EAST INDIKS - PHILIPPINES

(I) Allied Forces;

5 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see above)

(ii) Enemy Forces:

C*s In C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleets
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASHIGARA
6 light cruisers (CL)

Approx 16 destroyers (HD) 
Approx 7 submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (CVS)

KASHXI
KTJMA
ISUZXJ
Cl
KITAGAMI

NATO HI (damaged 2 l /l )

HOT© 0
Approx 196 shore-based aircraft incl. 84 F, 69 B, 3 f / b , 24 F /p ,

16 transport aircraft.
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B* SOUTH PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effectiv©

(i) Allied Forces;

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8" Cruisers

6 ” Cruisers

|5” Cruisers 

Destroyers

I M A M
w asfihgtoh

NORTH CAROLINA
MA SSACTIUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO
ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA
CHENANGO
3ANGAK0N
3UWANNE2S
LOUISVILLE
SAN PRAHCISCO
WICHITA
HONOLULU
ST,LOUIS
NASHVILLE
C 0LUMBIA
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
LEANDER
SAN DIEGO
SAW JUAN
$0 (approx)

C. CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA

Battleahips

Converted a / c Carrier 
Auxiliary a /c  Carriers

8 ” Cruisers

CinC 1st Fleet 
,6-7 Battleships (BB)

(i)  Allied Forces;

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
HEW MEXICO
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND
NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAHEE
SALT LIKS CITY
NEW ORLEANS

WEST VIRGINIA 
CIL IFORNIA 
TENNESSEE

MINNEAPOLIS
PENSACOLA
PORTLAND

(ii )  Enemy Forces; (Saipan-Bonins-Formosa-Japan)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted A/c Carriers (XCV)

2 Auxiliary A/c Carriers (ACV)

3 Heavy Cruisers (CA)

2 Light Cruisers (CL)

I SB 
FUSO
YAK A SHIR 0
HYUGA
HARXJNA
KONGO
SHOSAKU
HAYATAKA
BITAKA
OTAKA
CHUYO
TONE
TIKUMA
Cl! OKA I
ABUKUUA
SENDAI

•
1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
2 Seaplane Carriers XX&XXfc (CVS)NISSHIN

&M 01
1-2 Converted s/p Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 20 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 30 Submarines (SS)
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D* ‘NORTHERN PACIFIC A USA Effective Non-effective

8” Cruiser
6 ” Cruisers

10 Destro^rs 
10 Submarines

CinC 5th Fleet
1 heavy cruiser (CA)
2 light cruisers (CL)

(i) Allied. Forces?

INDIANAPOLIS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

(ii) Bneiny Forces; (N.Honshu-Kuriles-Aleutians)

NAG 11 
TAKA
fiso

2-3 Aneed Merchant Cruisers (XC%) 
Approx 4 destroyers (DD)
Approx 10 su briarine s (SS)

E. SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

6" Cruisers

(!) Allied. Forces:

CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

FINDIAN OCEAN AREA

Battle ships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carii er 
8" Cruiser 
7 .5 "  Cruisers

6 ” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers

Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 submarines

( i ) Allied Forces:

17ARSPITB 
RESOLUTION 
REVENGE 

«  ILLUSTRIOUS 
ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE 
HAM INS 
FROBISHER 
MAi HITIUS
GAMBIA DURBAN
BIRMI NGBAM CARADOC
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
ARETBUSA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CABETOfiSN
ALAUNIA
C-AHTHAGE
C HITRAL
RAN PURA
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

*  Note: No recent intelligence. Present 
location uncertain.

(ii) Enemy Forces:

Approx S Subrru rines



MOST SECRET

DAILY APPRECIATION-PiC IFIC &■ INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

24th March, 1943

I . DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) nLLIhID Q.,(, ,o

(a) At Sea to 1200/24:

(1) "SUMNER" "SC .746" on survey duty Deboyne Island aroa.
(2) "GLENELG" escorting "ASPASIA NOMIKOS" departed Milne Bay

0957/23 for Port Moresby. Was due 0800/24.
(3) "BALLARAT" departed Port Moresby 1436/23 for Stephens Is.

to RV with "KHOEN HOE A "PAINE WINGATE" and escort 
to Port Moresby.

(4) "LATROBE" escorting Convoy TD15 ("TULAGI" "ALAGNA" "3EEKA")
dep. Thursday Island 1828/22 for Darwin ETA 1730/27.

(5) "VENDETTA" escorting "TAROONA" departed Milne Bay 0956/22 for
Townsville, was due 0600/24.

(6 ) "WARREGO" escorting "WANAKA" (for Townsville) departed Port
Moresby 1905/21. "WARREGO" to escort to Fitzroy Is.

(7) "KATOOMBA" escorting "DAVID BUSENELL" was to depart Port
Moresby 1830/23 for Townsville.

(8) "VICTORIA" departed Cairns 0941/23 for Townsville.
(9) "BENDIGO" departed Townsville 150 0/21 ETA Caloundra 1200/24.

(10) "YP.291" departed Townsville 1530/21 for Brisbane ETA Caloundra
0500/26,

(11) "SC.740" en route Brisbane from Percy Island.
(12) "S AK" escorting Convoy TS19 ("KATOOMBA" "PORTMAR" "GEORGE

McORARY" %AHDANArJ departed Townsville 14 32/20 .
Was due'Brisbane 0800/24. "SWAN" to escort "PRES.
GRANT" ETD wharf 1130/24 ETD Caloundra 1700/14 to 
Percy Islands and return Brisbane on completion*

(13) "YP.236" departed Cairns 1307/23 for Brisbane ETA 0800/26.
(14) "WARRAMUBGA" escorting Convoy TN58 ( "DUNTROON") was to depart

Townsville 1930/23 for Port Moresby ETA 1430/25.
(15) " KURUMBA" departed Townsville 1545/23 ETA Thursday Is . 1100/26.
(16) SC .744 escorting Convoy BT47 ("BUNGAREE" "HANYANG" for Townsville

dep. Caloundra 2132/20. On arrival Whitsunday Passage 
SC.744 to proceed Independently to Townsville, was due 
1400/23.

(17) PC.1119 PC.1121 departed Brisbane 1431/22 to arrive position
27°03»S, 155°25fE at 0600/23. On arrival to conduct 
search for Dutch troopship "SOMMELSDICK" and escort 
to Brisbane*

(18) 8 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour:

Slllne Bay

Port Moresby

Thursday Is, 
Cairns

Warships & Aux. - "HILO" "BOWEN" 15 FT*s 
Merchant Vessels: "DUNDGLA" "BANTAM"
Snail Craft - Approx 50
Warships & Aux. - "ARUNTA" "KAPUNDA" HDML.1161 
Merchant Vessels: "H.DEARBORN" "BISHOPDALE" "CHARON 

"CKKMER" "VALLSEMOSA" "SWARTENHONDT" "M0NT0R0" 
"CAROLA" "WEST CACTUS" "H .D .T  HOREAU"

Approx 20 
"INVEHELL"
"WHYALLA" "WAGGA" " PLATYPUS"
10 PT*s (2 refitting)

"AUSTRALIA" "PHOENIX* "*

Small Craft 
Warships & Aux. - 
Warships & Aux. -

Palm Island - Warships & Aux. - ’HELM"
"HENLEY"

"YUNNAN"

"BAGLEY" "MUGFORD" "AASE M\ ERSK"
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Townsville - Warships & Aux. - "BROOME" YMS.9 YMS.49 YMS.50
SC.748

Maryborough - Warships & Aux. - "KALGOORLIE"
Gladstone - Warships & Aux. - "LITHGOW"
Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "PATTERSON" "GOULBURN" "GLADSTONE"

"TULSA" "FULTON" "POYANG" (A .S .I .S )  YP.233 
YP.280 YP.286 YP.288 YMS.8 YMS.lO YMS.46 
YMS. 47 YMS. 48 YMS. 70 SC. 738 3C.749 SC. 750 

"MERKUR" "PRES.JOHNSON" "CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship) 
(Repairing) "GYMPIE" "GEELONG"

(c ) Proposed Movements %

(1) SC .748 escorting Convoy TN59 ("EDWAjRD R. SILL" "VAN DER LIJN") 
to depart Townsville 1400/24. "WAGGA" to RV off 
Fitzroy Island at 0700/25 and provide additional 

escort. Convoy to proceed Port Moresby ETA 1000/27.

(ii) EHEKY FORCES

(1) Shortlands - Reconnaissance a.m. 23/3  sighted the following
vessels in the Buin-Faisi area - 

1 auxiliary minesweeper
1 transport
2 arm. 11 cargo vessels

(2) Kieta - Reconnaissance a.m. 25/3 sighted a cargo vessel at
ETeta.

(3) Rabaul - Aerodromes at Rabaul, Lakunai, Vunakanau and Rapopo,
were attacked in the early hours of 23/3 by 27 Fortresses.
They dropped approximately 48 tons of bombs including delved 
action, instantaneous demolition and advanced fuse bombs up 
to 2 , 000-lbs.

Many ships were seen in Simpsons Harbour, Blanche Bay 
and St.George1s Channel and Talili Bay. In addition a medium 
transport and 2 medium cargo vessels were seen 3 miles north 
of Cape Gazelle course 290° and two possible cargo vessels on 
the western shore of Ataliklikan Bay. The transport north of 
Cape Gazelle was strafed and a small fire started.

(4) Ubill - Reconnaissance at noon 23/3 sighted one zero on Ubili
sFrip.

(5) Gasmata - the aerodrome was bombed before dawn 23/3 by a
Catalina. Reconnaissances 23/3 reported Gasmata runway 
unserviceable with several 3a>ge craters apparently the result 
of the previous day's raid.

(6) Cape Gloucester - The .500 ft . vessel hit with a bomb in Borgen
Bay a.m. Ll/3 was reported by reconnaissance 0845/23 to be 
sunk.

(7) Vitiaz Strait - At 0215/23 A3V indications were obtained of a
vessel probably a submarine 50 miles east of Flnschhafen.

(8) Lorengaa - A 100 ft . schooner was seen 1050/23 in Lorengau
Harbour.

One Zero was seen to take o ff from Lorengau strip, 
but did not attempt interception.

(9) Bogi£ (midway between Madang and Wewak) - Photos 1135/23 show
a 500 ton vessel and 8 small boats in Bogia Barbour.

(10) Lae - Our patrols Encountered no enemy on the track between
Hadsab area and Gabanzis (approx 17 miles W. of Lae) nor 
further south. Natives report that the enemy have returned 
to Labu.

Barges in Labu Lagoon (approx 7 miles SW of Lae) 
were heavily strafed a.m. 23/3 by 6 B .2 5 's . 8-10 barges 
were seen in the Lagoon and a large landing barge east of 
the Markham River Mouth.

(11) Salamaua - Natives report 22/3 that no Japanese have been seen
in the IIote area 5 miles west of Salamaua and that no movement 
has been seen in the Francisco River area up to Bobdubi 
(approximately 3 miles SW Salaimua).

Salamaua proper is reported to be held in strength with 
perimeter defences including Kela Village (1 mile W. 3alamau%) 
and the aerodrome.

At dawn 23/3 buildings on Salamaua Isthmus were 
attacked by 3 Bostons. Photographs taken 1110/23 show 8 
buildings destroyed and others damaged.

— 2 —



(12) Mubo - Enemy positions in the Mubo area were bombed and
sTrafed in 2 waves at 1025 and 1100/23 by 6 Bostons and
4 Beaufighters respectively,

(13) //aria River - Ground observers report 23/3 that there ha-̂ e been
no recent signs of any enemy barges or troops in the area.

(14) Kumusl - The report of the submarine sijitcd off Kuausi River
mouth at 1500/21 Is now discounted.

, ft]ORTH ffESTETtN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 1200/24:

(1) "CASTLEMAINE" escorting "BABINBA" due Darwin 1830/24 from
Millingimbi.

(2) 6 submarines on patrol.

(b) In  Harbour:

Darwin - arships & Aux. - "WILCANMIA"
Merchant Vessels: "K00LIGA" "3TBIG0"

Merauke -- Warships & Aux. - "KCBUCA"
Merchant Vessels: "BAaALABA"

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

Tanimbar - Sauilaki was bombed 0900/23 by 2 Hudsons.

SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES 

In Harbour:

Fremantls - Warships &' Aux. - "TROMP" "VAN GALEN" "FEE ST ON"
"PELIAS" "ISABEL" "HORSHAM" "DUBBO" " ALLAR00" 
"LARK" "OTUS"

Exmouth Gulf ~ Warships & Aux. - "CHILDS" "WHIPPOORWILL"

EASTERN & SOUTHERN A.iEA

(I) ALLIED FORCES:

(& ) At Sea to 1200/24:

(1) "MANOORA" was to de art Port Stenhens 0800/24 for Sydney.
"SHEPPARTON" was to RV with "MANOORA" at entrance 
Port Stephens and escort to Sydney. On completion 
"SHEPPARTON" to proceed Broken Bay for working up 
programme.

(2) "HOBART" deoarted Dunk Island 0730/21 for Sydney was due
0730/24.

(3) "MILDURA" escorting Convoy C082 was to depart Newcastle 1000/24.
"MORESBY" "YANDRAW to "take over escort at RV off 
Sydney p.m. 24 /3 .

(4) "BUNBUKY" "KYBRA" departed-Sydney 2359/22 for patrol.
(5) "LE TRIOMPHANT" returning Sychey after escort duty with

"AQUITANIA".
(6) "WARfiNAMBOQL" working up in Broken Bay. To return Sydney

0900/2 7 .
(7) "RALPH TALBOT" departed Melbourne 1151/23 for Sydney ETA

0700/25.
(8) "ROCKHAMPTON" "DELORAINE" escorting Convoy 0C81 for Port

Kembla, Sydney and Newcastle.
(9) "BUNDABERG" "ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN" escorting Convoy GP40 were

to depart Sydney 1030/24.
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(b) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "STUART" "MORESBY” "YANDRA"
’’TOWNSVILLE" "CrOLD STAR" "II.T.ALLEN" YDG.2 
Yp 286 YP.288

(Repairing) "HELENA" "SELFRIDGE" "BUCHANAN" "VAN HEEMSKERK".
"RUSSELL" "MANUNDA" (Hospital Ship) "ALHENA"

(On Reserve) ".VESTRALIA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "SPRINGDALE" "DOOMBA"

(Repairing) "TJE« HIODES" "COLAC"

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Esoiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HONOLULU ST.LOUIS NASHVILLE

LEANDER (CL) McCALLA FARENHOLT LAN3D0WNE S3ITH WOODWORTH 
LARDNER NICHOLAS O'BANNOW CHEVALIER STRONG TAYLOR 
FLETCHER RADFORD JENKINS (DD) CURTISS TM GIER (AV) 
THORNTON (AVD) ATHENE (ACV) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) 
AMERICAN LEGION FULLER HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) ALCHIBA 
ALDEBARAH PINCKNEY CELENO (AK) SABINE NEOSHO PLATTE 
PATUXENT WHIPSTOCK (AO) SKYLARK (AM) NAUTILUS (SS)
ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN FRANCISCO (CA) COLUMBIA SAN JUAN (CL) BALCH GRID LEY 
DUNLAP FAMING CASE CUMMINGS CONYNGHAM READ MAHAN 
MUSTIN PERKINS (DD) ENCAD!NE (ACV) JAMESTOWN (PG)
PROMETHEUS (AH) ARGONNE (AG) .-VHI THEY ( A D )  McCAWLEY (AP) 
MAJABA TALAMANCA MERCURY TITANIA (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) 
TRYOK (APH) PBCOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT 
KINGFISHER (AM) ARD.2 KIWI (A/S Vessel)

(4)  At Suva - CATALPA (YN)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (AM) LOCUST

BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) MATAI MOA GALE TUI (A/S 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR*) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) WICHITA (CA) CHENANGO
SUWANNEE (ACV) SAUFLEY AAEON WARD (DD) BALLARD (AV)
KANAWHA LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR)
ROAMER PC.476 PC.477 PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(8) At Auckland - SAN DIEGO (CL) EBONY (YN) A NT ARES (AK) SOLACE (AH)
(9) Ax, Wellington - GRAYSON (DD) LOUISVILLE (CA) TRACY (DK)

SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES.HAYES PRES.JACKSON PRES.ADAMS 
CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

C. INDIAN OCEAN AREA
(i) ALLIED FORCES 

"ADELAIDE" due Premantle 1200/28 after escort duty.

I I . NAVAL INCIDENTS 

N I L.

I I I .

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S ." .P .A . particularly
Central & Northern Solomons - North coast New Guinea - 3 . .  
coast Dutch New Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive activity frsxi East Indies area including
further infiltration to the eastward along south coast 
Dutch New Guinea.

(3) Possible offensive activity in N.W. Pacific.

(4) Increased offensive submarine activity. __^ ^



A P P E N D I X

D.-i-ILY ->PPH",0I ̂ riu^-p^ciyio &  Ir 1)1 OCEAN W- VjiL ACTIVITY 

SOUTH VEST PACIFIC ARI

EASTERN SECTION .

8 ,? Cruiser 
6?? Cruisers

Flotilla Leaders 

Destroyers

submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender
Gunboats

Combat Loaded Transports 
Oilers

Effective 

(1) allied Forces:

AUSTRALIA 
HOB.iRT 
PHOENIX 
ARUNTA 
WARRAOTGA 
LE TRIOMPR ANT 
HELM 
HENLEY 
PATTERSON 
R,iLPH TALBOT 
BAGLEY 
MUGFORD 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
ALBACORE 
QROUPER 
GROIiLER 
PETO
.MBERJaCK 
GATO 
GRAKFUS 
GRAYBACK 
GREENLING 
GUARDFI3H 
TRITON 
TUNA 
K »9
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO
MANOORA 
AikSE MAERSK 
BISHOPDALE 
KURUIBA 
VICTORIA

Non-effective

HELENA
V.kN HEEMSKEHK 

SELFRIDGE

TJERK HIDDES 
BUCH.’iNftN

)
)
) At Brisbane 

)

On Patrol

At Sydney

WESTRALIA (on Reserve!

(ii) Ena?iy Forces: (Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-Solo'ions)

CinC combined Fleet
CinC 2nd Fleet (Stjdking Force)
CinC 3rd Fleet (aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (submarines)
3-4 Battleships (BB) YAMATO

MUSASHI
MUTSU
NAGATO

1 jdrcraft Currier (CV) ZUIKAKU
1 Converted a/ c Carrier (XCV) ZUIHO 
£ Auxiliary a/ c Carriers(ACV) UNYO

1 unknown



"& heavy cruisers (Ca) MOGAMI (bel.sunk 14/11) 
MXOKO (Poss. sunk 12-14/1

4 light cruisers (CL)

AT̂ iGO 
TAKAO 
HAGUHO
KUMANO AOBA
SUZUYa 
JIMTSU 
KaTORI
KaSHIMA
NAGARA

5-6 Armed Merchant Cruisers (ACL)
Approx. 25-20 submarines (SS)
Approx. 20 destroyers (DD) 
g Seaplane Carriers (CVS) CHITOSE

a k it su sh im a

5-6 Converted s/P Tenders (XCVs)
Several Submarine Tenders
-ipprox. 50 Merchant ships (over 2,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, sub. Chafers, MTB*s Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx". 428 shore-based aircraft incl. 195 F, 168 B, 16 F/B, 48 F/P,

17 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

.:E JTKiJ SECTIO

6 ,J Cruiser
Flotilla Leader
Armed l erchant cruiser
Destroyer
s/P Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Submarines

(i) ..Hied Forces:

ADELAIDE 
TROMP 
KAt: IMBLA 
VAN GALEN 
HERON
V/.B. PRE3T0I4 
CHILDS 
PELIAS 
GAR
GRAYLING 
GRENADIER 
GUDGEON 
TAMBOR 
TAUTOG 
THRESHER 
TROUT 
K .12

On patrol

At Fremantle

EAST H  DIES -PHILIPPIiTES

(i) □•lied Forces:

5 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see above)

( i i ) Enemy Forces:

C ’ s in C 1st, End and 2rd southwest Expeditionary Fleets
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASHIGARA
6 light cruisers (CL) KASHII 

KUMA 
ISUZU 
01
KIT AG iMI

NATOHI (Damaged 2 l /l

Approx. 16 destroyers (Dp)
Approx. ? submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carriers (OVs) _ _ .. /»
Approx. 196 shore-based aircraft incl. 84 F, 69 B» 2 F/B, «;4 lyP*

16 transport aircraft.
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B . bOO'ffi PACIFIC Effectif© Non-effective

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a/ c Carriers

8** Cruisers 

6*’ Cruisers

5 M Cruisers 

Destroyers

C . CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

Converted a/ c Carrier 
Auxiliary A/C Carriers

Qn Cruisers

(i) Allied Forces:

INDIANA 
WASHINGTON 
NORTH CAROLINA 
MASSACHUSETTS 
SIAHILAND 
COLORADO 
ENTEKPRISE 
SARATOGA 
QHSNaNANGO 
SANGAMON 
SUWAHHEE 
LOUISVILLE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA 
HONOLULU 
S _ . LOUIS 

NiiSHVILLE 
COLUMBIA 
MONTPELLIER 
DENVER 
LEANDER 
SAN DIEGO 
SAM JttAN 
50 (approx)

(1) Allied Forces:

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
ush  e x ic o

NEVADA 
LONG ISL ND 
NASSAU 
ALTAMAHA 
COPABIE
sa l t  lake  c it y

NEW ORLE ANS

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

MINNEAPOLIS
PENSACOLA
PORTLAHD

CinC 1st Fleet
6-7 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted a/C  Carriers (XCV)

2 Auxiliary a/C  Carriers (ACV)

3 Heavy Cruisers (Ca )

2 Light Cruisers (CL)

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL) 
g Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

1-2 Converted s/p  Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA) 
Approx* 20 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 30 Submarines (SS)

(ii) Enemy Forces: (Saipan-Bonins-Formosa-Japan)

ISE
FUSO
TAMASHIRO
KYUGa

HARUNA
SOMK)
SHOKaKU
HAYATaKA
HITAKA
OTAKA
CHIJXO
TONE
TIKUMA
CHOKAI
ABUKUMa

SENDAI

NISSHIN
EAMOI



D . NORTHERN PACIFIC ABE;

Qn Cruiser 
6 " Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

CinC 5th Fleet
1 heavy cruiser (CA)
2 light cruisers (CL)

2-3 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL) 
Approx, 4 destroyers (DD)
Approx 10 submarines (SS)

Effective Non-effective

(i) Allied Forces:

INDIANAPOLIS
DETROIT
RiiLBIGH

(ii) Enemy Forces: (N,HoMhu-Kuriles-Aleutians)

NACHI
TAMA
KI30

E . SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

6 " Cruisers

F . INDI,-JT OCE-u-? AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 "  Cruiser 
7 ,5 ” Cruisers

6" Cruisers

Arraed Merchant Cruisers

Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 submarines

(i) Allied Forces:

CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

(i) Allied Forces:

WAR SPITE 
RESOLUTION 
REVENGE 

*  ILLUSTRIOUS 
ALELiTROSS 
DEVONSHIRE 
HAWKINS 
FROBISHER 
MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA 
BIRMINGHAM 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
ARETHUSA 
CERES 
DAUNTLESS 
CiiPETOWN 
ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE 
CHITRAL 
RxiNPURA 
RiiNCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

DURB,iN
CARADOC

m Note: No recent intelligence.
Present location uncertain.

(ii)  Enemy Forces:

Approx, 3 submarines
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MOST SECRET

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN PC SAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

25th March, 1945

I . DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

SOUTH .VEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED P0HCK3

was

(a) At Sea to 1200/25:

(1) "GLENELG" escorting Convoy MB1 ("HENRY DEARBORN" "MULCRA")
to depart Port Moresby 0730/25 for Milne Bay ETA 
I 800/ 2 6 .

(2) "SUMMER" " SC•746" on survey duty Deboyne Island area.
(3) "BALLARAT" departed Port Moresby 1436/23 for tephens Is .

to RV with "KHOEN IT0E A" "PAINE WINGATE" and escort 
to Port Moresby.

(4) "KATOOMBA* escorting "DAVID BUSHNELL" was to depart Port
Moresby 1830/23 for Townsville.

(5) "YP.236" departed Cairns 1307/23 for Brisbane ETA 0800/26.
(6) "WARRAM UNGA" escorting Convoy TN58 ("DUNTROON") departed

Townsville 1930/23 for Port Moresby ETA 1430/25.
(7) "KURUMBA" departed Townsville 1545/23 ETA Thursday Is . 1100/26.
(8) SC.744 departed Townsville 1830/24. Was due Cairns 0730/25.

To proceed Deboyne Island E!TA 1200/27.
(9) SC.748 escorting Convoy TN59 ("ED ARD R.SILL" "VAN DEE LIJN )

departed Townsville M 0 0 /2 4 . "WAGGA" was to RV off 
Fitzroy Is. 0700/25 and provide additional escort. 
Convoy to proceed Port Moresby ETA 1000/27.

(10) Y P .280 was to depart Brisbane 1200/25 for Cairns ETA 0900/30.
(11) "SWAM" escorting "PRESIDENT GRANT" (for Port Moresby) departed

Caloundra 1610/24. "S AN" to part company vicinity 
Percy Islands and return Brisbane when relieved by 
destroyer from T .P .74 ETA Brisbane 1300/27.

(12) 8 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Milne Bay

Port Moresby

- Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels:

Small Craft

Thursday Is, 
Calrns

Palm Island

Townsville

Maryborough
Gladstone
Brisbane

(Repairing)

"PIRIE" "B a r a "  "HILO" 15 Fi’»S 
"BUNDULA" "BANTAM" "VAN 0UTH00RN" 
"VAN SPILBERGEN"

- Approx 50
- Warships & Aux. - "ARUNTA" "KAPUNDA" "BISHOPDALE"

HDML.1161
Merchant Vessels: "ASPASIA NOMIKOS" "CHARON" "BOTH" 

"CREMER" "VALLDEMOSA" "M0NT0R0" "CAROLA"
"WEST CACTUS" "H.D.THOREAU"

Small Craft - Approx 20
- Warships & Aux. - "INVERELL" "ECHUCA"
- Warships & Aux. - "VENDETTA" "WHYALLA" "PLATYPUS"

10 PT’ s (2 refitting)
- Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "PHOENIX "HELM"

"HENLEY" "BAGLEY" "MUGFORD" "AASE MAERSK"
"YUNNAN"

- Warships &  Aux. - "WARREGO" "BROOME" YMS. 9 YMS.49
YM S .50 SC.748 "VIC TORIA"

- Warships & Aux. - "KALGOORLIE"
- Warships & Aux. - "LITHGOW"
- Warships & Aux. - "GOULBURN" "GLADSTONE" FREMANTLE”

"TULSA" "FULTON" " POYANG" (A. S .I .S )  YP.233 
YP.286 YP.288 YMS.8 YMS.10 YMS.46 YMS.47 
YMS.48 YMS.70 SC.738 SC.740 SC .749 SC.750 
PC.1119 PC.1121 "MERKUR" "PRES.JOHNSON"

"ftxxx "CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship)
"GYMPIE" "GEELONG"
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(Ii)  MEMY FORCES

^  (1) Solomons Aircraft - Photos 23/3 show -
R &M li (not covered ) Fighters Bombers
Ballale (30$ coverage) 1
Falsi 11 Zero f / p

Vila 1
Munda (nil operational a/c)

Photos 24/3 show - 
Kahili 35 fighters, 15 dive bombers, 2 u/B
Ballale 13 "
Faisi 14 Zero f / p s ,
Vila 1 fighter
Munda (coverage 50$) - nil operational aircraft.

(2) Short lands - Reconnaissance a.m. 24/3 reported the following 
shipping in the Buin-Faisi area -

1 destroyer or light cruiser
3 cargo vessels (including 1 large)

Total ~¥
XahlTF aerodrome was attacked by 3 Portresses and

18 torpedo bombers at 2035/24.
I ( ^ ) Kieta «■ Reconnaissance a.m. 24/3 reported 2 cargo vessels 
J leaving Kieta, 1 on a northerly course and the other on

coarse 100°.
(4) Buka - The aerodrome was bombed 0150-0345/24 by 2 Catalinas.
(5 ; Lorengau - Photographs 1000/24 show 20 completed revetments 

and surfacing of taxi-ing and revetment areas with coral.
The runway is unserviceable.

(6) Wewak - Reconnaissance 1350/24 reported 5 vessels in Wewak
area thus 1 -

1 destroyer apparently patrolling Mushu Passage 
1 small cargo vessel possibly also in Mushu Passage

I course 275° speed 8 knots
3 medium cargo vessels in Harbour unioadirjg..into 

barges •
The reconnaissance aircraft was intercepted by 3 

Zero*s of which ©ne was shot down and one other possibly 
destroyed.

(7) Markham Valley - Our patrols report £3/3 a party of about 100
Japanese bivouaced 2 miles SSW of Bwarie (3 miles SE of 
Madzab).

(8) Mubo - Enemy troop concentrations and camps in the Mubo area
were strafed by 4 Beaufighters 1100/24 followed by further 
bombing and strafing by 5 Bostons.

(9) Waria River - It is reliably reported 24/3  that all enemy have
left' the" ?aria River Mouth area.

(10) Oro Bay - A single enemy bomber ineffectually bombed Oro Bay 
~ m W  24.

(11) Milne Bay - Two flights of 3 enemy bombers ineffectually bombed
the iaerodrome and Rabi Mission area at 0100-0115/24.

(12) Queensland Coast - There were indications 23/3 of an enemy
submarine operating in the vicinity of Capricorn Channel.

At 1630/24 a loud explosion accompanied by a large 
upward displacement of water was reported about 8 miles H.E. 
Caloundra.

5. NORTH WESTERN AtiEA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/25:

(1) "LATROBE" escorting Convoy TD1J5 ("TULAGI" "ALAGHA") departed
Thursday Island, lfcf=2b/22 for Darwin ETA 1730/27.

(2) 6 submarines on patrol.

(b ) in  Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "WILCANNIA" "CASTLEMAINE"
Merchant Vessels: "KOOLIGA" "SIBIGO" "BABINDA"
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(II)  ENEMY FORCES

'-4 (1) South Coast Dutch New Guinea - At 0945/24 2 merchant vessels 
~ T  approximately 500 and 6 00 tons were sighted 12 miles S. 

of Kaimana course North. These vessels were reported to be 
entering Kalman a Bay at 1030/24.

At 1025 a 4-5,000 ton merchant vessel was sighted 
stationary off Kaimana wharf. Bombs were dropped and one 
grazed the ship*s side.

Three Zero's intercepted our aircraft over Kaimana 
and one was damaged.

(2) Kai Islands - Buildings at Langgoer and villages In the a? ea
were successfully attacked by 2 waves of 4 B .2 5 fs and 5 
Hudsons respectively between 0930 and 1000/24.

(3) Timor - At 0730/24. 2 unclassified vessels were reported at
ancEor off Kisar Is. (off NE extremity Timor).

(4) Java Sea - At noon 23/3 2 tankers with 3 small escort vessels
were sighted off the southern tip of Borneo course 5° speed
12 knots possibly en route Balikpapan.

• SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES 

In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "TROMP" "VAN GALEN” "PRESTON"
"PELIAS" "ISABEL" "HORSHAM" "DUBEO" "WALLAROO" 
"LARK" "OfUS"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "CHILDS" "SIIIPPOORWILL"

. EAST EH K & SOUTHED Allf.'A

(i) ALLIED FORCES:

(a) At Sea to 12Qo/25t

"PATTERSON" departed Brisbane 1016/24 for Sydney.
"BENDIGO" escorting "KATOOMBA" departed Caloundra 1531/24 for 

Sydney ETA 0600/26.
"MORESBY" "YMDRA" escorting Convoy C082.
"WARRSAMBOOL" "SHEPPARTON" working up in Broken B ay.
"LE TRIOMPHANT** due Sydney after escort duty with "AQUITANIA". 
"RAT,PH TALBOT" departed Melbourne 1151/23 for Sydney was due 

0700/25.
"ROCKHAMPTON" "DELORAINE" escorting Convoy 0C61 for Port 

Kembla, Sidney and Newcastle.
"BUNDABERG" "ABRA AM CRYNSSEN® escorting Co.nvoy GP40 departed 

Sydney 1030/24 ETA Caloundra 0700/27.

(b) In Harbour;

Sydnev - Warships & Aux. - "STUART" "KYBRA" "BUNBURY"
"MILDURA" "TOWNSVILLE"' "GOLD STAR" "H.T.ALLEN" 
"MANOORA" YDG.2 YP.286 YP.288 YP.291 

(Repairing) "HELENA" "HOBART" "SELFRIDGE" "BUCHANAN"
"VAN HEEMSKERK” "RUSSELL" "MANUNBA" (Hospital 
Ship) "ALHEKA"

(On Reserve) "WESTRALIA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - " SPRINGDALE" "DOOMBA" 

(Repairing) "TJERK HIDDES" "COLAC"

( c ) Proposed Movements:

(1) "SELFRIDGE" escorting "HELENA" to depart Sydney lllb /26 .
"SELFRIDGE" to provide escort to 159°E and proceed 
Bri sbane.

ill
(3)
(4)
(5) 
(G)

(7)

(S)
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B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Espirltu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HONOLULU ST.LOUIS NASHVILLE

LEANDER (CL) McCALLA FARENHOLT LANSDOWNE SMITH WOODWORTH 
LARDNER NICHOLAS O’BANNOB CHEVALIER STRONG TAYLOR 
FLETCHER RADFORD JENKINS (DD) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) 
THORNTON (AVT>) ATHENE (ACV) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) 
AMERICAN LEGION FULLER HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) ALCHIBA 
ALDEBARAN PINCKNEY CELENO (AK) SABINE NEOSHO PLATTE 
PATUXENT WHIPSTOCK (AO) SKYLARK (AM) NAUTILUS (SS)
ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN FRANCISCO (CA) COLUMBIA SAN JUAN (CL) BALCH GRIDLEY 
DUNLAP FANNING CASE CUMMINGS CONYNGHAM READ MAHAN 
MUSTIN PERKINS (DD) ENGADINE (ACV) JAMESTOWN (PG)
PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AG) WHITNEY (AD) McCAWLEY (AP) 
MAJABA TALAMANCA MERCURY TITANIA (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) 
TRYON (APE) PECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) ADROIT 
KINGFISHER (AM) ARD.2 KIWI (a/ s Vessel)

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (AM) LOCUST

BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDA NK (YT) MATA I MOA GALE TUI (A/S 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) WICHITA (CA) CHENANGO
SUWANNEE (ACV) SAUFLEY AARON WARD (DD) BALLARD (AV)
KANAWHA LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR)
ROAMER PC.476 PC.477 PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(8) At Auckland - SAN DISGO (CL) EBONY (YN) ANTARES (AK.) bOLACE (AH)
(9) At Wellington - GRAYSON (DD) LOUISVILLE (CA) TRACY (DM)

SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES.HAYES PRES. JACKSON PRES.ADAMS 
CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

C. INDIAN OCEAN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES 

"ADELAIDE” due Fremantle 1200/28 after escort duty.

I I . NAVAL INCIDENTS

N I L .

I I I .  ENEMY1S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W .P .A .
particularly Central & Northern Solomons - North 
coast New Guinea - S.W. coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive activity from East Indies area
including further infiltration to the eastward along 
south coast Dutch New Guinea.

(3) Possible offensive activity in N.W. Pacific.
(4) Increased offensive submarine activity.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C . 
G .H . j . t S . . t • . A .

25/3/43
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A P P E N D I X

DAIL ; A P p RECIA T10 N - P A CI IC :ndian  ocean naval  a c t iv it y

SOUTHWEST ACI.l'IC ARK A 

EASTERN --ECTIQN

8" Cruiser 
6 ” Cruisers

Flotilla Leaders 

Destroyers

Effective 

(i) Allied Forces:

AUSTRALIA

Submarines )
)
)

))

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Combat Loaded Transports 
Oilers

PHOENIX 
AHUNTA 
WARRAMUNGA 
LE TRIOMFHANT 
HELM 
HKNLEY 
PATTERSON 
RALPH TALBOT 
BACLEY 
MUGFOKD 
STUM T 
VENDETTA 
ALBAOOriE 
GROUPER 
GH OsvLER 
PFTO
AMBER JACK 
GATO 
GRAMPUS 
GRAYBACK 
GREENLING 
GUARDFISH
tr ito n

TUNA 
K.9 
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO 
MANOORA 
AASE i&AERSK 
BISROPDALE 
KURUMBA 
VICTORIA

Non-effective

HELENA
VAN HEEMSKERK

SELFRIDGE

TJERK HIDDES 
BUCHANAN
RUSSELL

At Brisbane

On Patrol

At Sydney

WESTRALIA (on reserve)

( i i ) Energy Forces:

CinC Combined Floet
CinC Sad Fleet (Striking Force)
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battleships (BB)

(Truk- Jaluit-BIsmarcks-Solomon s )

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted a/ c Carrier (XCV)
2 Auxiliary A/C Carriers(ACV)

YAMATO
MUSA SHI
HUTSU
NAGATO
ZUIKAKU
ZUIHO
UNYO
1 unknown
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Effective Non-effective

6-..he.avy cruisers (CA)

4 light cruisers (CL)

KOGAMI (bel. sunk 14 /ll) 
MYOKO (poss. sunk 13-14/1

AT AG 0
TAKAO 
AO BA 
HAGURO 
KUMMO 
S W Y A  
JIIITSU 
KATORI 
KASHIMA 
NAGARA

5-6 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
Approx 25-30 Submarines (S3)
Approx 30 Destroyers (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS) CIHT03E

AKITSU3ETIM4 
5-6 Converted s/P Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3 ,0 00  tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub• Chasera* MTB*s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 438 shore-based aircraft incl. 195 P, 168 B, 16 F/B, 42 F /P ,

17 0b a* or trail sport aircraft.

WESTERN SECTION

(i)  Allied Vy-oess

6" Cruiser ADELAIDE
Flotilla  Leader TROMP
Armed Merchant Cruiser IvA v .x * tBLA

Destroyer VAN GALEN
S/P Tenders HERON

W.B.P'. iuSTQN
CHILDS

Submarine Tender PEE, IAS
)Submarines GAR

GRAYLING )
GRiSMDIlSR )
r:UDOEON )
TA. BOR )
TAUTOG )
THRESHER ) *
TROUT ) J

K.12 )

On Patrol 

At Fremantle
K.12 )

EAST INDIES - pnir. IP PINES

(1) Allied Forces:

5 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see above)

(i i )  Bneriy Forces:

C ’ s in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleets
1 heavy cruiser- (CA) ASilGARA
6 light cruisers (CL)

Approx 16 destroyers (DD) 
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (CVS)

KASHI I 
KUMA 
ISUZU 
01
KITAGAMI

NATOKI (damaged 2 l/l)

x o— v - ,  NOTORO
Approx 136 shore-based aircraft incl. 84 Ft 69 B, 3 F/B, 24 F/P, 

16 transport aircraft.
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B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

(1) Allied locoes:

Battleships

'Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8” Crxjiser3

6” Cruisers

5” Cruisers 

Destroyers

C. CENTRAL ..Git'10 A.05A

Battle ships

Converted a/ c Carrier 
Auxili&ry A/C Carriers

INDIANA 
WASHINGTON 
NORTH CAHOLIM 
KAS SAC HUSK TTS 
i£ ARYL AND 
COLORADO 
ENTERPRISE
S ARATOGA 
CEENSNGO 
SANGAMON

3 UWAKNEE 
LOUISVILLE 
ShN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA 
HONOLULU 
ST.LOUIS 
NASHVILLE 
COLUMBIA 
MONTPELLIER 
DENVER 
LEANDER 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN JUAN 
50 (approx)

8 ” Cruisers

IDAHO
rississiPPi
NEW MEXICO 
NEVADA 
LONG ISLAND 
NASSAU 
ALTAMAHA 
COPAHEE 
SALT LAKE CITY 
NEW ORLEANS

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

MINNEAPOLIS
PENSACOLA
PORTLAND

(ii) Enemy Forces; (Saipan-Bonins-Pornosa-Japan)

C nC 1st Fleet 
^  6-7 Battleships (BP) ISE 

FHSO 
YAKASHIRO 
HYUGA 
HARUNA 
KONGO

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV) SHOKAKU
2 Converted a / c Carriers (X.CV) HAYATAKA

HI TAKA
2 Auxiliary a/ c Carriers (ACV) OTAKA

CHUYO 
TONE 
TIXUMA 
CHOKAI
1 unknown 
ADUKUMA 
SENDAI

4 Heavy Cruisers (CA)

2 Light Cteisers (CL)

1 Araed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS) NISSIIIN

KAMO I
1-2 Converted s/p Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 20 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 30 Submarines (SS)
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NORTHERN PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

( I ) Allied. Forces:

INDIANAPOLIS
DETROIT 
RALEIGH

(Ii) Ene.rg Forces; (K. Honshu-Euriles-Aleutiana)
CinC 5th Fleet
1 heavy cruiser (CA) NACHI
2 light cruisers (CL) TAMA

XI SO
2-3 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 10 Submarines (SS)

SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

(i) Allied Forces:

6” Cruisers CONCORD
TRENTON 
R TCUMQND

8 ” Cruiser
6" Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 ” Cruiser 
7 .5 "  Cruisers

6" Cruisers

ArmedMerchant Cruisers

Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

(i) Allied Forces

?*AR SPITE 
RESOLUTION 
REVENGE

*  ILLUSTRIOUS 
ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE 
HAWKINS 
FROBISHER 
MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA
BIRMINGHAM DURBAN
ENTER PKISE CARADOC
LIVERPOOL
ARETHUSA
CERES
DAUNTLESS .
CAPETOWN
AISJNIA
CARTHAGE
CHITRAL 
WAN PUxtA 
RANCHI
N OROE STER SH IRE

m Note: No recent intelligence. Present 
location uncertain.

(11) Enemy Forces:

Approx 5 submarines



^  DAILY APPRECIATION -PACIFIC INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

26th March, 1943

MOST SECRET

I . DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & MEMY NAVAL FORCES

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/26:

(1) "GLENELG” escorting Convoy MBl ( "HENRY DEARBORN” "MULCRA")
dep. Port Moresby 0830/25 for Milne Bav ETA 1800/26,

(2) "BOWEN" escorting "BANTAM" dep. Milne Bay 1357/25 for Oro Bay
ETA 1600/26.

(3) "SUMNER" "SC .746" on survey duty Deboyne Is. area.
(4) "BALLARAT" dep. Port Moresby 14 36/23 for Stephens Is . to

RV with "KHOEN OEA” "PAINE '//INGATE" and escort to 
Port Moresby.

(5) "ARUNTA" escorting "BISHOPDAIE" dep. Port Moresby 1530/25.
"ARUNTA" to provide escort to FItzroy Is. ETA 
"BISHOFDALE" Townsville 1700/27.

(6) "YP .236" departed Cairns 1307/23 for Brisbane ETA 0800/26.
(7) "SC.745" SC.747" en route Noumea to Bri^ane .
(8 )"  KURUMBA" departed Townsville 15 45/23 was due Thursday Is .

1100/26.
(9) "BROOME" departed Townsville 0122/26 for Cairns ETA 1500/26.

(10) "SC .744" departed Cairns 1215/25 for D e b o y n e  Islands ETA
1200/27.

(11) "WAGGA" "SC.748" escorting Convoy TN59 ("EDWARD R.SILL" "VAN
DER LIJN” ) to Port Moresby ETA 1000/27.

(12) "BAGLEY" den. Palm Is . 1400/25. Was to be waiting in position
21 251 S, 150°25*E from 0800/26 until " S<7 AN" escorting 
"PRESIDES!'T GRANT" is met. After RV "BAGLEY" to escort 
"PRESIDENT Gixm I "  to Port Moresby. "SWAN" to return 
Brisbane.

(13) "LITHGOW" escorting Convoy GT7 ("VAN HEEMSKERK" "BONTEKOE")
dep. Gladstone l900/%5  for Townsville ETA 1700/27.

(14) "YP.280" dep. Brisbane 1335/25 for Cairns ETA 0700/30.
(15) "GOULBURN" dep. Brisbane 05C0/25 to carry out search in connection

with explosion near Caloundra.
(16) 8 submari.nes on patrol,

(b) In Barbour t

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "PIRIE" "HILO" 15 PT*s
Me reliant Vessels? "DUNDULA" "VAN 0UTH00RN"

"VAN S PILBERGEN"
Small Craft - Approx 50 

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - "WARRAMUNGA" "KAPUNDA" HDML.1161
Merchant Vessels: "ASPASIA NOMIKOS" "CHARON" "BOTH" 

"CREMER" "v a llse m osa " "m ontoro" " carola"
"WEST CACTUS" "H.D.THOREAU" "DUNTROON"

Small Craft - Approx 20
- Warships & Aux. - "INVERELL" "ECHUCA"
- Warships & Aux. - "VENDETTA" "WHYALLA" "PLATYPUS" 

"BUNGAnEE" 10 PT»s (2 refitting)
- Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "PHOENIX" "HiiLM" 

"HENLEY" "MUGFORD" "AASE MAERSK" "YUNNAN"
- Warships & Aux. - "WARREGO" "KATOOMBA" YMS.9

YMS.49 YMS.50 3C.748 "VICTORIA"
- Warships & Aux. - "KALGOORLIE"
- Warships & Aux. - "GLADSTONE" "FREMAIJTLE" "TULSA" 

"FULTON" "POYANG" (A .S .I .S )  YP.233 YP.286
YP.288 YMS.8 YMS.10 YMS.46 YMS.47 YMS.48 
YMS.70 SC. 738 SC. 740 SC. 74 9 SC. 750

PC.1119 "MBRKDR" "PK ,S.JOHNSON" "CENTAUR"(Hospi
tal Ship)

- 1 -
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Cairns

Palm Island

Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane



Brisbane (Contd.) Warships & Aux:
(Repairing) "GY1IPIE" "GEELONG"

' /

t

(c ) Proposed Movements:

(1) "WARRAMUNGA" escorting Convoy NT8 ("CREMER" for Townsville
ETA 0400/29; for Townsville ETA 0900/29;
"DUNTROON" for Cairns ETA lB00/28) to depart Port 
Moresby 1300/26. To escort to Fitzroy Island,

(2) "KATOOMBA" escorting Convoy TS20 ("VICTORIA" "CARLISLE""DAVID
BUSHNELL") to depart Townsville 1600/26 for Brisbane 
ETA 1800/30.

(3) "BROOi'E" escor,tinp; Convoy TH60 ("KARSIK") to depart Cairns
1500/26 for'Iiiln'e' bay.

(ii) EMEKY FORCES:

(1) Kew Georgia - At 2115/24 a barge was at Bethlehem Is . (5  miles
east oF .anda Point). The barge was strafed and hit by 
Soupac fighters 1300/25.

(2) Choiseul - Reconnaissance 0830/25 reported 10-12 possible Zero
floatplanes on the water between the southern tip of Choiseul 
Is , and Rob Roy Island.

(3) Shortlands - Reconnaissance a.m. 2 5/3 sighted in the Buin -
Tonolfei area: -

1 destroyer
5 cargo vessels (of which one arrived from the East 

earlier.
Another destroyer and a 10,000 ton transport or cargo vessel 
arrived at about noon from the .E . These are probably two 
of the three ships seen in the Kieta area at 0900/25 (see 
next Para.) all of which may have proceeded to the Buin base 
making a total there of two destroyers, one 10,000 ton 
transport or cargo vessel, 6 cargo vessels.

Kieta - Reconnaissance 0900/25 sighted one large transport, 
one medium cargo vessel and one destroyer off Kieta course 
180°, These vessels probably proceeded to Buin (see previous 
Para. ) .

(5) Numa Numa (N.K. coast Bougainville midway between Kieta and
Buka) - Continued activity was reported 24/3 at Buma L’uma.

(6) Rabaul - Rabaul township was bordbed by 8 Liberators before
dawn 25/3 . Reconnaissance 1130/25 saw smoke rid. ng to 
3 ,000  feet from the w a ter front.

The attacking Liberators reported possibly 20 vessels 
dispersed around the Blanche Bay area.

Photographs 1130/25, although net covering the whole 
Harbour, are considered to show the larger amount of shipping 
present, thus:-

7 destroyers 
1 destroyer tender
4 submarines 
1 submarine tender
1 mine-sweeper
3 tanker-type vessels 

29 ’terchant vessels totalling approx 145,000 tons
2 other unidentified vessels 

Total T5
The Xast complete photographs of Rabaul were on 11/2  

when the highest recorded tonnage of shipping was present,
i .e .  61 merchant vessels totalling approximately 300,000 tons.

Photographs of the aerodromes at the same time are far 
from complete and show only -

Vunakanau - 13 medium bombers, 53 single engine a/c
prob, incl. fighters, light bombers & 
dive-bombers.

Lakunai - 15 fighters.
(7) Wewak - Photographs of A’ewak aerodrome 1350/24 show 7 serviceable

aHcT 6 unserviceable fighters. Continued development of new
A.A. positions is visible also great activity over the entire 
area.

Reconnaissance 1320/25 sighted in the harbour - 
1 destroyer
1 medium cargo vessel
1 small cargo vessel - Total 3
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The larger cargo vessel was being unloaded into boats 
of 100-200 tons, probably lighters.

The same reconnaissance sighted 6 Zero's taking off 
and 7 other Zero's on the runway.

(8) Bo,c;ia - Reconnaissance 1350/25 sighted fi 6,000 ton cargo vessel
irT“the Harbour being unloaded into two probable lighters.

(9) Madang - Reconnaissance 1258/25 sighted 3 medium bombers on
Madang aerodrome one of which was taxi-ing.

(10) Lae - Photographs 1130/25 show 11 barges in the Harbour.
(11) sSTamaua - Chinatown was attacked at dawn 25/3 by 5 Bostons.
(12) Dyke A eland Bay - An enemy medium bomber probably on reconnaissance

was intercepted by 2 Lightnings at 1120/25 and shot down over f 
Dyke A eland Bay.

(13) East & N.E. Coast Australia - On 24/3 there were indications of .
the following enemy submarines -

one in the vicinity of Lord Howe Is . 
one 200 miles S. to SE of Loulsiade Archipela go 

These may be additional to the one indicated 23/3 in the 
\Ticinity of Capricorn Channel•

2, NORTH ‘3KSTEKW AtlEA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/26:

(1) "LATROBE" escorting Convoy .TD15 ("TULAGI" "ALAGNA” ) departed
Thursday Is . 1 B2«/k2 for uarwin ETA 1730/27.

(2) 8 submarines on patrol,

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "WILCAKNIA" "CASTLEMAINE"
Merchant Vessels: "KOOLIGA" "SIBIOO" "BABINDA"

(11) ENEMY FORCES

Ambon - Shipping at Ambon and the wharf area were attacked p.m.
—U 5/3  by 6 Liberators. Preliminary reports indicate that one 

medium merchant vessel and one medium or small merchant 
vessel were hit. In addition there were 5 or 6 smaller 
vessels in the Bay.

3 . SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES 

In Harbour:

Premantle ~  Warships & Aux. - "TROMP" "VAN GALEN" " PRESTON"
"PELIAS" "ISABEL" "HORSHAM" "DUBBO" "WALLAROO 
"LARK" "OTUS"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - “CHILDS" "WHIPPOORWILL"

4 . EASTERN fr SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/26:

(1) "BENDIGO" escorting "KATOOMBA" departed Caloundra 1531/24
for Sydney, was due 0600/26.

(2) "MORESBY" "YJIJ DRA" escorting Convoy C082.
(3) "LE TRIOMPHAKT" escorting "H.T.AILK.K" "r.iANOORA" was to depart

Sydney 0900/26 for Melbourne.
(4) "WARRNAMBOOL" "SHEPPARTON" working up in Broken Bay.
(5) "BUNDABERG" ”ABRAHAM OR YMSSEN" escorting Convoy GP40 dep.

Sydney 1030/24 ETA Caloundra 0700/27.
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(6) ”SELFRIDGE” escorting "HELENA" was to depart Sydney 1115/26.
^  "SELFRIDGE" to provide escort to 159°E and proceed

Brisbane.
(7) "BUNBUKY" was to depart Sydney 0930/26 for Brisbane.

(b) In Harbour;

Newcastle - SarsMps & Aux. - "ROCKHAMPTON”
Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "RALPH TALBOT” "KYBRA" "DELORAINE

"MILDURA" "TOWNSVILLE" "GOLD STAR” YDG.2 
YP.28C YP. 280 YP.291 

(Repairing) "HOBART" "STUART" "BUCHANAN" "PATTERSON"
"VAN HEEMSKERK" "RUSSELL" "KANUNDA" (Hospital 
Ship) "ALHENA"

(On Reserve) "WESTRALIA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "SPRINGDALE" "DOOMBA"

(Repairing) "TJERK HIDDES" "COLAC"

SOUTH PACIFIC A^SA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HONOLULU ST.LOUIS NASHVILLE

LEANDER (CL) MeCALLA FARENHOLT LANSDOWNE SMITH WOODWORTH 
LARDNER NICHOLAS 0*BANNON CHEVALIER STRONG TAYLOR 
FLETCHER RADFORD JENKINS (DD) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) 
THORbTON (AVD) ATHENE (ACV) DIXIE (AD) FYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) 
AMERICAN LEGION FULLER HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) ALCIIIBA 
ALDEBARAN PINCKNEY CELENO (AK) SABINE NEOSHO PLATTE 
PATUXENT WHIPSTOCK (AO) SKYLARK CONSrANT (AM) NaUTILUS(S3) 
CKANTLEER (ASR) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
COLUMBIA SAN JUAN (CL) BALCH GRIDLEY HUGHES DUNLAP 
FANNING CASE CUMMINGS CONYNG-HAM READ MAHAN MUSTIN 
PERKINS (DD) ENOA3BINE (ACV) JAMESTOWN (F8) PR0I«1ETBEUS (AR) 
ARGONNE (AG) /VHITKEY (AD) McCAALEY MOUNT VERNON (AP)
MAJABA TALAMANCA MERCURY TITANIA (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) 
TRY ON (A PH) PECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER 
ADROIT (AM) ARD.2 KIWI (a / s Vessel)

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DK)
(G) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (AM) LOCUST 

BUTTERNUT (YN) WAN DANK (YT) MATAI MOA GALE TUI (A/s 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) WICIIITA (CA) CHENANGO
SUWANNEE (ACV) SAUFLEY AARON WARD (DD) BALLARD (AV)
KANAWHA LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR)
ROAMBR PC.476 PC.477 PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(8) At Auckland - SAN DIEGO (CL) EBONY (YN) ANTARES FOMALIIAJ T (AK)
SOLACE tAH)

(9) At Wellington - GRAYSON (DD) LOUISVILLE (CA) TRACY (DM)
SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES. W E S  PRES. JACKSON PRES. ADA LIS 
CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES .

(1) "ADELAIDE" due Fremantle 1200/28 after escort duty.
(2) "QUIBERON" en route ^iego Garcia to Fremantle ETA 1200/29.
(3) "NEPAL" en route Mauritius to Fremantle ETA a.m. April 2.
(4) "KANIMBLA" en route Colombo to Sidney ETA 1130/3 April.

I I . NAVAL INCIDENTS 

N I L .



I I I . ENEMY’ S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W .P .A . 
particularly Central & Northern Solomons - North 
coast New Guinea - S.W. coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

Possible offensive activity from East Indies area 
including further infiltration to the eastward 
along south coast Dutch New Guinea.

Possible offensive activity in N.fV. Pacific.

Increased offensive submarine activity.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .
O.TT. „. , S .W .P .A.

26/3/43



A P P E N D I X  

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC IU71A1: OCEAN a AVAL ACTIVITY

A. SOUTH WEST PACIPTC AREA 

EASTERN SECTION

8” Cruiser 
6" Cruisers

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

*

Submarines

Effective

( i ) Allied Forcost

AUSTRALIA
HELENA
PHOENIX 
ARUNTA 
WARRAMJNGA 
LE TRIOMPIIANT 
SELFRIDGE 
HELM 
HENLEY 
ATTERSON 

RALPH TALBOT 
BAGLEY 
MUGFORD 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
ALBA COKE 
GROUPER

Non-effective

IIOBAKT
VAN HEEMSKERK

TJERK HIDDES
BUCHANAN
RUSSELL

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Combat Loaded Transports 
Oilers

9

GROWLER 
PETO 
AMBER JACK 
GATO 
GRAMPUS 
GRAY BACK 
OHEEKLING 
GUAKDFISH 
TRITON 
TUNA 
K.9
FULTON
DOBBIN
TULSA
HILO
MANDORA
AA3E MAKRSK
BISIIOPDALE
KURUMBA
VICTORIA

At Brisbane

On Patrol

At Sydney

WESTRALIA (On Reserve)

(II) Enemy Forces: (Truk-Jaluit-Blsniarcks-Solomons)

CinC Corribined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force) 
CinC 3rd fleet (Aircraft Carriers) 
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet) 
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted a/ c Carrier (XCV)
2 Auxiliary a/ c Carriers (ACV)

YAMATO
MUSA SHI
MUTSU
NAGATO
ZUIKAKU
ZUIHO
UNYO
RYUHO

- 1 -



Effective Non-effective

6 heavy cruisers (CA)

5 light cruisers (CL)

2 or 3 Armed Marchant Cruisers 
Appc'ox 25-30 Submarines (38) 
Approx 30 Destroyers (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

A TAG-0 
TAKAO 
AOBA 
HAG UR 0 
KUMANO 
SUZUYA 
JINTSU 
SENDAI 
KATORI 
XASHIMA 
NAGARA 

(XCL)

MOGAMI (bel.sunk 1 4 /l l ) 
MYOKO (poss.sunk 13-14/fa.

CRITOSE 
AKITSO SHIMA

5-6 Converted S/P Tenders (XCVS)
Several submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3 ,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB's, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 442 shore-based aircraft Incl. 185 P, 142 m/ b , 40 l / b , 16 f / b , 

42 P /P , 17 Oban, or transport aircraft.

WESTERN 3SCTI0N

(1) Allied Forces:

6” Cruiser 
Flotilla Leader 
Armed Merchant Cruiser 
Destroyer 
s/p Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Submarines

e a st  iipms - p e i i i p p ik e s

( i ) Allied Forces:

8 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or HEI area (see sfcove)

(ii) 'Shemy Forces?

C*s in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleets
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASKIGARA
6 light cruisers (CL) KA3KII NATOKI (damaged 2 l /l )

KUMA
ISUZU
01
KITAGAMI

1 Armed Her chant Cruiser (XCL)
Approx 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (CVS) N0T0R0
Approx 196 shore-based aircraft incl. 81F, 69 B, 3 f /b , 24 F /p ,

16 transport aircraft.

ADELAIDE 
TROMP 
KANIMELA 
VAN OALEN 
HERON
W.B.PRESTON 
CHILDS 
PELIAS 
GAR
GRAYLING 
GRENADIER 
GUDGEON 
TAM BOR 
TAUPOG 
THRESHER 
TROUT 
K.12

On Patrol

At Fremantle



SOUTH PACIFIC Ai<EA Effective fton-ef f  e c tIve

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary a/ g Carriers

8" Cruisers

6 ” Cruisers

5W Cruisers 

Destroyers

CENTRAL PACIFIC AuEA 

Bat tie ships

Converted a / c Carrier 
Auxiliary a/ c Carriers

8" Cruisers

( i ) Allied Forces:

INDIANA 
WASHINGTON 
NCR Til CAROLINA 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MARYLAND 
C CL OR ABO 
ENTERPRISE
S ARATOGA 
CHENANGO 
SANGAMON 
SUWANNEE 
LOUISVILLE 
SAN FRAT CISCO 
WICHITA 
HONOLULU 
ST.LOUIS 
NASHVUJE 
COLUMBIA 
MONTPELLIER 
DENVER 
LEANDER 
SAN BILGQ 
SAN JUAN
50 (approx)

(1) Allied Forces:

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
NEW MEXICO
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND
NASSAU
ALTAI! AHA
COPAHEE
SALT LAKE CITY
NEW ORLEANS

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

MINNEAPOLIS
PENSACOLA
PORTLAND

CinC 1st Fleet
6-7 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted A/C Carriers

2 Auxiliary A/c Carriers

4 Heavy Cruisers (CA)

1 Light Cruiser (CL)
2 Armed Merchant Cruisers
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

( I I ) Enemy Forces: (Saipan-Bonins-Fomo so- Japan)

ISE
FUSO
YAMASEIRO
BYUGA
HARUNA
KONGO
SHOKAKU
HAYATAKA
BITAKA
OTAKA
CEUYO
TONE
TIKOMA
C1I0KAI
1 unknown
ABUKUMA

(XCV)

(ACV)

1-2 Converted s/p Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA) 
Approx 20 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 30 £)estroyers (SS)

KISSHIN
KAMOI

„ 3 „



HQKTHEHN PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

8 ” Cruiser 
6" Cruisers

10 Destroyers
10 Submarines

CinC 5th Fleet
1 heavy cruiser (CA)
2 light cruisers (CL)

( i ) Allied forces:

INDIANAPOLIS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

(ii) Enemy Forces: (N. Honshu-Rur lie s-Aleutians)

BACH I 
TAJ/A 
KISO

1 or 2 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL) 
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 10 Submarines (SS)

SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

6 ” Ca&sers

(i) Allied Forces;

CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 ” Cruiser 
7 .5 ” Cruisers

6” Cruisers

Arxned Merchant Cruisers

Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarine s

(i) Allied Forces;

SFARSPITE 
RESOLUTION 
REVENGE 

»  ILLUSTRIOUS 
ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE 
HAWKINS 
PR) BISHER 
MAURITIUS
GAMBIA DURBAN
BIRMINGHAM CAlcADOC
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
AR1THUSA 
CERES 
DAUNTLESS 
CAPETOWN 
ALAUNIA 

CARTHAGE 
CHXTRAL 
RANPURA 
IcAiCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

*  Note; No recent intelligence. Present 
location uncertain#

( i i ) Enemy Forces:

Approx 3 Submarines



MOST SECRET

xZiLY APPuECIATIOK - PACIFIC &■ INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

27th March,1943

I . DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1 . NORTH EASTERN AaEA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/27:

(1) "SUMNER" "80.746" on survey duty Deboyne Is. area.
(2) "ARUNTA" escorting "BI3H0PDALE" dep, Port Moresby 1530/25.

"ARUNTA” to provide escort to Fitzroy Is . ETA 
"BISHOPDALE" Townsville 1700/27.

(3) "SC .747" en route Noumea to Brisbane.
(4) "WARRANTINGA" escorting Convoy 33T8 ("DUNTROON” for Cairns

"VALLSEMOSA" for Townsville) dep. Port Moresby 130C/26.
(5) "KATOOMBA" escorting Convoy TS20 ("VICTORIA" "DAVID BOSHNELL"

(for Brisbane)"CARLISLE" (for Melbourne) "YOCHOW" for 
Sidney) departed Townsville 1600/26. ETA Brisbane 1800/30

(6) "SWAN" returning Brisbane after escort duty with "PRESIDENT GRANT
(7) "SC.744" departed Cairns 1215/25 for Deboyne Islands ETA

120C/27.
(0 ) "WAGGA" "SC .748" escorting Convoy TN59 ("EDWARD R.SILL" "VAN DER 

LIJN") to Port Moresby was due 1000/27.
(9) "BROOME" escorting Convoy TN60 ("KARSIK") was to depart Cairns 

0700/27 for”iarne'"1Tay"ETA 1200/29.
(10) "BAGLEY" escorting "PRESIDENT GRANT" to Port Moresby.
(11) "LITHGOW” escorting Convoy GT7("VAN HEEMSKERK" "bONTEKOE") dep.

Gladstone 1900/2o forTownsville ETA 1700/27.
(12) "YP.280" dep. Brisbane 1333/25 for Cairns ETA 0700/30.
(13) "GYMPIE" escorting "MERKUR" "MANGOLA" "AROONA" was to depart

Caloundra 0700/27 for Townsville.
(14) 8 submarines on patrol.

(b) Iri Harbours

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay

Port Moresby

Thursday Is, 
Cairns

Palm Island

Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane

- Warships & Aux. "BOWEN"
Merchant Vessels "BANTAM"

- Warships & Aux. "GLENELG" "PIRIE" "IIILO" 15 PT»s 
Merchant Vessels"DUNDULA" "VAN OUTBOORN"

"MULCRA" "HENRY DEARBORN"
"VAN SPILBERGEN"

Small Craft - Approx 50
- Warships & Aux. "XAFUNDA" "BALLARAT" HDML.1161 

Merchant Vessels:"ASPASIA NOMIKOS" "CHARONH"BCTH"
"PAINE WINGATE" "KHOEN IIOEA" "M0NT0R0" " 
"CAROLA" "WEST CACTUS" "H.D.THOREAU"

Small Craft - Approx.20
- Warships & Aux. "INVERELL" "ECIiUCA" "KURUMBA"
- Warships & Aux. "VENDETTA" "WHYAILA" "PLATYPUS"

10 PT»s (2 refitting)
- Warships & Aux. "AUSTRALIA" "PHOENIX" "HELM"

"HEiLEY" "MUGFORD" "AASE MAERSK" "YUMAN"
- Warships &  Aux. "WARREGO" YMS.9 YMS.49 YMS.50

SC.748
- Warships & Aux. "KALGOORLIE"
- Warships & Aux-* "GOULBURN" "GEELONG" "TULSA"

"FULTON" "POYANG" (A .S .I .S .)  YP.233 YP.286 
YP.288 YMS*8 YMS.10 YMS.46 YMS.47 YMS.48 
YMS.70 SC.738 SC.740 SC .749 SC.750

PC.1119 "PRES.JOHNSON" "CENTAUR"(Hospital
Ship)

Repairing, Trials E£c. "GLADSTONE" "FREMANTLE"

- 1 -
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(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) "GEELONG" escorting Convoy BT 48 ("PAN SCAHDIA" "S .B .ELKINS") 
to depart Caloundra 1600/27. "GEELONG" to part company 
at Percy Islands and return Brisbane.

(II) ENEMY FORCES:

(1) Central Solomons, - Known number of Observation Posts in this
area 25 /5  aro as follows :«•
Wickham Anchorage (S.E.Vangunu Is . NewGeorgia)
Viru Harbour. South coast New Georgia.
Ugeli, Rendova Island.
Buko Buko, N.E. New Georgia.
Masi, N.W. New Georgia.
Iringila, N.W. Vella Lavella 
Malavague, N.Choiseul Is.

(2) Mew Georgia:- The aerodrome at Munda was reported quiet pm.25 /3 .

(3) Shortlandst - Photographs 0930/25 show the following aircraft
KaKlli - 29 Fighters, 13 divebombers, 3 medium bombers 
Ballale- 11 Fighters 
Falsi - 14 Zero floatplanes 
No other areas were covered.

Reconnaissances a ,m .26/3 sighted the following 
shipping In the Buin-Faisi area :~

4 destroyers 
1 corvette
6 cargo vessels 

IT

(4) Kavieng: ~ Reconnaissance 1200/26 reported the following shipping:
1 8000 ton vessel vtf. th continuous deck, no stacks 

or superstructure, described as possible small 
aircraft carrier in Kavieng Barbour.

2 Destroyers, of which 1 large.
1 medium cargo vessel
2 small motor boats, all stationary in vicinity

of Portland Is , 20 miles west of New Hanover Is

Photographs taken at the same time show 32 Fighters 
on the old Kavieng aerodrome and 18 larger aircraft,possibly 
bombers, of -which 9 were damaged. The new aerodrome at 
Ponapei, which is on the Namatanal Road, about 4000 yards
S.E . of the old aerodrome, appears about 95# completed with 
dispersal lanes and revetments under construction. No 
aircraft are visible.

(5) Rabaul:- Photographs taken 1115/26 covering practically the whole
Harbour show : -

8 Destroyers
2 Destroyer Tenders
7 Subiira rines 
1 Submarine Tender
1 Minesweeper
3 Submarine chasers
2 Tankers
4 Tanker type vessels 

38 Merchant vessels totalling approximately 200,000
tons.

66

No detail is visible on Vunakanau aerodrome, while on 
Lakunai 78 probable Zeros and 10 medium bombers are visible.

(6) Lorengau:- Photos 1025/26 show the runway to be still unservice-
* aole andwork continuing on the dispersal lanes and

revetments.

(7) Wewak:- Photos from the reconnaissance 1320/25 show one 700
ton merchant vessel, 2 coasters, approximately 30 barges 
in Wewak Harbour. This compares with the report of visual 
sightings of 1 destroyer, 1 medium cargo vessel and 1 
small cargo vessel.



Wewak (Contd) Shipping and the town area were attacked during 
““the early hours of 26/3 by 9 Portresses and one of the 

ships was probably badly damaged.

Photos 1215/26 show 2 merchant vessels 1000 
tons each, 1 submarine chaser

1 launch 
34 landing barges, in harbour.

On the old aerodrome 8 unserviceable Zeros 
and 1 probably damaged aircraft are visible. Work 
continues on the runway oft the new strip at Boram, 2
miles east of Wewak*

(8) oQ;la s — Photos 1350/25 show that the merchant vessel there 
was 1000 tons. Report from vistal sighting gave It  as 
6000 tons.

Saidor s- (50 miles S.E.Madang) Saidor was reported to be 
occupied by the enemy H 00/ 2 6 .

(10) Lae : - Reconnaissance 0011/26 sighted a possible large
transport apparently towing 3 barges approximately 55 
miles E .S .E . of Lae, course 270 . The vessel was well 
camouflaged and had the appaarance of a floating island.
At about the saae time a submarine was sighted on the 
surface approximately 50 miles E .S .E .o f  Lae, course 270 . 
The submarine submerged. 26/3

Jacobsen's Plantation area was attacked/just 
before dawn by 5 Bostons. 26/3

(11) Salamaua; - Kela village was attacked before dawn/by 11
iJeauforts carrying bombs.

(12) I.ubo: - Kitchen Creek area was bombed and strafed shortly
after noon 26/3 by 3 Bostons.

2. NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a } At Sea to 12oo/27i

(1) "LATRGBE" escorting Convoy TD15 ("TULAGI" "ALAGHA")departed
Thursday Is . 1828/22 for Darwin ETA 1730/27.

(2) "WILCANNIA" escorting "SIBIGO" departed Darwin 0502/26 for
Thursday Is. ETA 2000/29.

(3) 7 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbours

Darwin - Warships & Aux. "CASTLEMAIHE"
Merchant Vessels: "K00LIGA" "BABINDA"

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

Ambon - Photographs of Ambon Bay 1800/25 taken during the 
attack by 6 Liberators (reported yesterday 26/3) show 1 
3000 ton transport probably damaged by bombs, 3 vessels of 
1000 tons or under, 1 minelayer. In addition 3 smaller 
vessels were reported in the Bay, but not covered In the 
photographs.

Timor - 3 vessels were reported still off shore at Lauten on 
~~tne evening of 25 /3 . These are probably the vessels 

reported at anchor off Kisar Island 0730/24.

3 * SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES 
(1 ^"ADELAIDE" due Premantle 1200/28 after escort duty Indian

(Ocean Area.In Harbours

Fremantle —  Warships & Aux. "TROMP" "VAN GALEN" “PRESTON"
"PELIAS" "ISABEL" "HORSHAM" "DUBB0"

Exmouth Gulf - War °$ax!!L~ "WTTIPP00RWHL "



4. EASTERN fc SGOTHERM AREA

^  (1) a l l ie d  forces

(a) At Sea to 1200/27:

(1) "BUNDABERG" "ABRAHAM CHYNSSEN" escorting uonvo}, GP40 were due
Caloundra 0700/27. On arrival "BUNDABERG "ABuiHAM CRj.NSSEN 
to escort Convoy PG40 to Sydney.

(2) "ROCKHAMPI10N* escorting Convoy CQ83 was to depart Newcastle
a.m. 27/3

(3) ”LE TRIOMPHANT" escorting "H.T.ALLEN" "MANOORA" departed
Sydney 1021/26 for Melbourne.

(4) "SHEPPARTON" working up in Broken Bay. .......
(5) "DOOMBA" escorting Convoy PC82 departed Port Phillip 2317/26

to RV in Wilson's Promontory area with "MORESBY" "YANDRA" 
escorting Convoy C082.

(6 ) "SELFRIDGE" escorting "HELENA” departed Sydney 1045/26.
" SELFRIDGE" to provide escort to 159 E and proceed Brisbane.

(7) "BUNBUHY" departed Sydney 1025/26 for Brisbane. E .T .A .0830/28.

(b ) In Harbour;

3-vdney - Warships & Aux. - "RALPH TALBOT" "KYBRA"
"DELOiiAINE" "BENDIGO” " WARRNALIBOOL" 
!,&ILDURAU "TOWNSVILLE" "GOLD STAR" YDG.2 

(Repairing) "HOBART" "STUART" "BUCHANAN" "PATTERSON" 
"VAN HEEMSKERK" "RUSSELL" "MANUNDA" 
(Hospital Ship) "aLHENA"

(On Reserve) "WESTRALIAH 
Melbourne — -Warships & Aux. — "SPRINGDALE jciSltifcxiiljEBSSS 

(Repairing) "COLAC" "TJERK 1HDDES"

(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) "TJERK HIDDLS" to depart Melbourne Mien ready p.m. 27/3 for 
Fremantle.

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA
------  ~™ (*) ALLIED FORCES

(I) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2 At Espiritu Janto - ENTERPRISE (CV) HONOLULU ST.LOUIS NASH

VILLE LEANDER (CL) McCALLA FARENHOLT LANDSDOWNE SMITH 
WOODWORTH LARDNER NICHOLAS 0 * BANN ON CHEVALIER STRONG 
TAYLOR FLETCHER RADFORD JEMNS (DD) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) 
THORNTON (AVD) AT HEINE (ACV) PIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) 
AMERICAN LEGION FULLER HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) ALCBIBA 
ALDEBAKAN PINCKNEY CELENO (AK) SABINE NEOSHO PLATTE 
PATUXENT WHIPSTOCK (AO) SKYLARK CONSTANT (AM) NAUTILUS (SS) 
CHANTLEER (ASK) ROSEWOOD (YN) *

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA(CV, 
COLUMBIA SAN JUAN (CL) BALCH GRIDLEY HUGHES DUNLAP 
FANNING CASE CUMMINGS CGNYNGHAM READ MAHAN MUSTIN PERKINS 
(DD) ENGADINE (ACV) JAMESTOWN (PG) PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE 
(AG) WHITNEY (AD) McCAWLEY MOUNT VERNON (AP) MAJABA 

'TALAMANCA MERCURY TITANIA (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (AED) TRYON 
(APH) PECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER ADROIT (AM)
ARB.2 KIWI (A/s Vessel)

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa |> MONTGOMERY (DM)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIiiEO (AM) LOCUST

BUTTERNUT (YN) WAMDANK (YT) MATA I MOA GALE TUI (A/S 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORBBO (BB) WICHITA (CA) CHENANGO
SUWANNEE (ACV) SAUFLEY AARON WARD (DD) BALLARD (AV)
KANAWHA LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR) 
ROAMER PC.476 PC.477 PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(8) At Auckland - SAN DIEGO (CL) EBONY (YN) ANTARES FOMALHAUT(AK)

(9) At WellingtonGRAYSON  (DD) LOUISVILLE (CA) TRACY (DM)
SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES.HAYES PRES.JACKSON PRES.ADAMS



(ii) EKEM¥ FORCES

Nauru Island - Buildings and the aerodrome on Nauru Is. were 
a 11 ack©3'"3550-061o/26 by 5 Liberators. Fires were started in 
the buildings in the officers’ garters  area, and it is believed 
some aircraft were hit on the aerodrome.

One ship was seen anchored 2 miles off the coast.

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1 ) ’’QTJIBERON” en route Diego Garcia to Fremantle ETA 1200/29
(2 )"NEPAL* en route Mauritius to Fremantle ETA a.m. April 2.
(3) "XANIMBLA" en route Colombo to Sydney ETA 1130/3 April.

I I  NAVAL INCIDENTS

N I L

I I I  .KEMx * 3 HlOBAIiLE HI^CT_£_0VE

(1) Strong; consolidation advanced positions S.W»P.A. particularly
Central & Northern Solomons - North coast NewGuinea -
S.W.coast Dutch New Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive activity from East Indies area including
further infiltration to the eastward along south coast 
Dutch New Guinea.

(3) Possible offensive activity in N.W.Pacific.

(4) Increased offensive submarine activity.

For DIRECTS* C .O .I .C , 
G,n,'4. ♦ v* •  £ ‘ • A *

27/3/43



A P P E H D I X

PAIL3 A?P5i:CIATIGr-?ACiriC 

SOUTH WEST P ^IF IC  AREA

I in; IAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

EASTERN SECTION Effective Non-effective

(i) Allied Forces*

8 ” Cruiser AUSTRALIA
6 ” Cruisers HELENA HOBART

PHOENIX VAN HEEMSKERK
Flotilla Leaders ARUNTA 

WARRAMUNGA 
LE TRIOMPHANT 
SELFRIDGE

Destroyers HELM
H ENLEY PATTERSON
RALPH TALLOT TJERK HIDDES
BAGLEY BUCHANAN
MUGFORD RUSSELL
VENDETTA STUART

Submarines ALBAC ORE )
GROUPER )
GROWLER ) At Brisbane
PE TO )
AMBERJACK )
GATO )
GRAMPUS )
GRAYBACK ) . _
GREENLING ) 0x1 
GUAHDFISH ) 
TRITON )
TUNA )

Patrol

K.9 At Sidney
Submarine Tender FULTON
Destroyer Tender BOBBIN
Gunboats TULSA

1IILO
WESTRALIA (OnCombat Loaded Transports MAN OCR A

Oilers AASE MAERSK 
BISHOPDALE 
KURUMBA 
VICTORIA

(ii)  Enemy Forces: (Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fie et 
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force) 
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers) 
CinC 4th F}.eet (Mandates Fleet) 
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Bat tie ah ip s (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted A/C Carrier (XCV)
2 Auxiliary a / c Carriers (ACV)

YAMATO 
MUSA Sill 
MUTSTJ 
RAG AT 0 
ZUIKAKU 
ZUIHO 
UNYO 
RYUHO
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6 h^SVy cruisers (CA) AT AGO 
TAKAO 
AOBA
HAGURO
KUMAH'O
SUZUYA
JIKTSU
S E M I
KATORI
KASHIMA
NAGARA

(XCL)

Effective

MOGAMI (bel.sunk 14-/11) 
MYOKO (poss.sunk 13-14/1

Non-effective

5 light cruisers (CL)

2 or 3 Armed Merchant Cruisers 
Approx 25-30 Submarines (SS)
Approx 30 Destroyrs (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS) CHITOSE

AKITSUSHIMA
5-6 Converted s/P Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB*s, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 461 shore-based aircraft Incl. 196 P , 141 m/b, 40 L/B, 16 F/B,

51 p / p , 17 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

WESTERN SECTION

( i ) Allied Forces

6” Cruiser ADELAIDE
Flotilla Leader TROMP
Armed Merchant Cruiser KAMIMBLA
Destroyer VAN GALEN

s/P Tenders HERON
W.E. PRESTON
CHILDS

Submarine Tender P ELIAS
Submarines GAR )

GRAYLING )
GRENADIER )
GUDGEON )
TAM .3 OR )
TAUTOG )
TROUT )
THRESHER )
K.12 )

EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES

(1) Allied Forces:

On Patrol

At Preman t]e

7 submarines on p atrol stat ions in China Sea or RE I area (see above)

( i i ) Energy Forces;

C*s in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Pleets 
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASHIGARA ,
6 light cruisers (CL) KASHII NATO El (damaged 21/1)

KUMA
I suzu 
01
KITAGAMI

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
Approx 16 destroyers (BD)
Approx 7 Submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (CVS)
Approx 196 shore-based aircraft incl, 

16 transport aircraft.

N0T0R0
84 P, 69 B, 3 F/B, 24 P/P,
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B. . SOUTH PACIFIC AiiLA Effective

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliar a/G  Carriers 

8 " Cruisers

6" Cruisers

5 W Cruisers 

£  Destroyers

C. CEKTRAL PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

Converted a / c Carrier 
Auxiliary a/c Carriers

8 " Cruisers

(i)  Allied i o ‘coa;

INDIANA 
WASHINGTON 
NORTH C A ID LINA 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MM  3-LAND 
COLORADO 
ENTERPHI3E

S ARATOGA 
CHENANGO 
SANGAMON 
L0UI3VILLE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
vICHIIA 
HONOLULU 
ST.LOUIS 
NASHVILLE 
COLUMBIA 
MONTPELLIER 
DENVER 
SAN DISGO 
SAN JUAN
50 (approx)

(i) Allied Forces:

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
NEVADA 
LONG ISLAND 
NASSAU 
ALTA.. A HA 
C OPAHEE 
SALT LAKE CITY 
NEr* ORLEANS

CinC 1st Fleet 
6-7 Bat ties hips (BB)

(ii) Enemy rces: (Saipan ■

1 Aircraft Cerrier (CV)
2 Converted a / c Carriers (XCV)

2 Auxiliary a/ c Carriers (ACV) 

4 iAeavy Cruisers (CA)

1
2
2

Light
Armed

Cruiser (CL) 
j^er ci ian t Crul sers

Seaplsne Carriers (CVS)
(XCL)

I3E
FUSO
YAKASHIR0 
HYUGA 
HA RUN A 
KONGO 
SHOKAKU 
im  AT AKA 
BITAKA 
OTAKA 
CHUYO 
TONE 
TIKUMA 

C HCXAI 
1 unknown 
ABUKUMA

1-2 Converted s/ p Tenders (XCVS) 
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA) 
Approx 20 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 30 Submarines (SS)

NISSHIN
KAMOI

Non-effective

»EST VIRGINIA
CAL.IFORNIA
TENNESSEE

MINNEA POL IS
PENSACOLA
PORTLAND

Boni ns -Fo mo sa - Jup an)
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D« NORTHERN PACIFIC MIMA Effective Non-effective

8” Cruiser 
6 ” Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

A  CinC 5th Fleet
1 heavy cruiser (CA)
2 light cruisers (CL)

(i) Allied Forces:

INDIANA? 0LI3
DETROIT
RALEIGH

(ii) Enemy Forces: (K.Honshu-Kuriles-Aieutians)

NAC HI 
TAM  
Kiao

1 or 2 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL) 
Approx 4 i^estroyers (DD)
Approx 10 Submarines (SS)

E. SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA

(i) Allied forces:

6 ” Cruisers

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

CONCORD 
T RENTON 
RICHMOND

(1) Allied Forces:

Bat ties hips WAR3PITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

Aircraft Carrier *  ILLUSTRIOUS
Seaplane Carrier ALBATROSS
8n Cruiser DEVONSHIRE
7 .5 ” Cruisers HAWKINS

FROBISHER
6 ” Cruisers MAURITIUS

GAMBIA
BIRMINGHAM
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
ARE 111 USA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CA PETOWN

Armed Merchmt Cruisers ALAUNIA 
CARTllAGE 

C HITRAL
RANPURA

Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

DURBAN
CARADOC

RANCHI
-.VORCESTERSHIKE

x Note: No recent intelligence.
location uncertain.

Present

( i i ) Enemy Forces:

Approx 3 Submarines
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DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

MOST SECRET

28th March,1943

I . DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(1
(2

(3

(4

(5

(6

(7
(8
(9

(10
(11

(12
(13
(14

(15

(16

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/28:

"SUMNER* "SC .744” "SC .746" on survey duty Deboyne Islands area.
"WILCANNIA" escorting "SIBIGO" departed Darwin 0502/26 for 

Thursday Island ETA 2000/29,
"INVEREII*" escorting "KURUMBA" "DARVEL" was to depart Thursday 

Island 0700/28 for Darwin ETA 1430/31.
"BALLARAT" escorting "MOSTORO" (for Cairns) departed Port 

Moresby 1835/27. "BALLARAT" to provide escort to 
Fitzroy Island.

"PIHIE" escorting "DUNDULA" departed Milne Bay 1024/27 for 
Cairns ETA 1800/29.

"WARRAMUNGA" escorting Convoy NT8 ("DUNTROON" for Cairns
"VALLSEMOSA" for Townsville) dep. Port Moresby 1300/26,

"SC .745" "SC .747" en route Noumea to Brisbane.
"BUNGAREE" departed Cairns 1745/26 on mining operation,
"KATOOMBA" escorting Convoy TS20 ("VICTORIA" "DAVID BUSHNELL" 

for Brisbane) "CARLISLE" (for Melbourne) "YOCHOW" for 
Sydney) dep, Townsville 1600/26 ETA Brisbane 1800/30.

"LITHGOW” returning Brisbane after escort duty.
"BROOME" escorting Convoy TN60 ("KARSIK") dep. Cairns 0715/27 

for Milne Say" ETA I200/29.
"BAGLEY" escorting "PRESIDENT GRANT" to Port Moresby.
"YP.280" dep. Brisbane 1333/25 for Cairns ETA 0700/30.
"GYMPIE" escorting "MERKUR" "MAKGOLA" "AROONA" dep. Caloundra 

0700/27 for Townsville ETA 0700/31.
"GEELONG" escorting Convoy BT48 ("S.B.ELKINS for Cairns; "PAN

SCAUDIA for Gladstone) dep. Brisbane 1510/27. "GEELONG" 
to part company at Percy Islands ETA 2000/29.

8 submarines on patrol,

(b) In Barbour:

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay

Port Moresby

Warships & Aux. - "BOWEN"
Merchant Vessels: 

- Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels:

Small Craft

Thursday Is. 
Cairns

Palm Island

Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane

"BANTAM"
"GLENELG" "HILO" 15 PT»s 
"VAN 0UTH00RN" "HENRY DEARBORN" 
"VAN SPILBERGEN"
Approx 50

- Warships & Aux. - "KAPUNDA" "WAGGA" "SC .748"
HDML.1161

Merchant Vessels: "ASPASIA NOMIKOS" ,5CHAR0N" "BOTH" 
"VAN DER LIJN" "EDWARD R.SILL" "PAINE WINGATE" 
"KHOEN KOEA" "CAROLA" "WEST CACTUS" "H.D.THOREAU 

Small Craft - Approx 20
- Warships & Aux. - "ECHUCA"
- Warships & Aux. - "VENDETTA" "WHYALLA" "PLATYPUS"

10 PT's (2 refitting)
- Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "PHOENIX" "HELM"

"HENLEY" "MUGFORD" "AASE MAERSK" "YUNNAN"
- Warships & Aux. - "ARUNTA" "WARREGO" YMS.9 YMS.49

YMS.50 SC.748 "BISHOPDALE"
- Warships & Aux. - "KALGOORLIE"
- Warships & Aux. - "GEELONG" $TULSA" "FULTON"

"POYANG" (A .S .I .S )  Y P .233 YP.236 YP.286 
YP.288 YP. 291 YMS.8 YMS.10 YMS.46 YMS.47 
YMS.48 YMS. 70 SC. 738 SC. 740 SC. 749 SC. 750 
PCill19 PC.1121 "PRES.JOHNSON" "CENTAUR"

(Hospital Ship)

x **



Brisbane (Contd). Warships & Aux.
(Repairing, Trials etc.) "SWAN" "GOULBURN" "GLADSTONE" "FREMANTLE

(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) "WARREGO" escorting Convoy TN61 ("TAROONA*') to depart Townsville 
0400/29 for Milne Bay ETA 1100/31.

(ii) ENEViY FORGES

(1) New Georgia - Munda airfield was attacked 1312/27 by 9 torpedo
bombers escorted by 12 fighters. A dump was blown up north 
of the strip.

Vila was attacked 1317/27 by 9 torpedo bombers escorted

by 6 fighters.
The observation post at Ugeli (Rendova Is .)  was bombed 

and strafed 1530/27 by 6 clve-bombers and 7 Grummans.
(2) Choiseul - A ground observer reports that no Japanese had been at

Baribatana during the week preceding 22 /3 . It will be recalled 
that 3 enemy camps were reported In this area by reconnaissance 
19/3 .

(3) Shortlands - Reconnaissance a.m. 27/3 reported 4 cargo vessels
only in the Buln - Faisi area Indicating a decrease of 4 
destroyers, 2 corvette and 2 cargo vessels since a.m. 26/3.
It is possible that some of these units were absent on a 
supply mission to Vila and/or Munda,

(4) Kuma Huma - A small cargo vessel of 1,000 tons visited Arigua
and Tenakau in the Nuzoa Numa area and departed for Buka 
1430/26 .

(5) Solomons Aircraft - Photographs 26/3 show -
Kahili - 29 fighters, 10 dive bombers, 1 med.bomber
Balia le - 9 "
Faisi - 24 Zero f / p s ,
Buka - 3 fighters, 1 bomber
Munda & Vila were not effectively covered.

Photos a.m. 27 /3  show - 
Kahili « 24 fighters, 6 dive-bombers, 3 med.bombers
Ballale - 4 "
Faisi - 20 Zero f/P s ,
Munda - nil operational aircraft
Vila - 1 fighter
Buka - 4 fighters, 6 medium bombers

Kavieng - Shipping sighted 1200/26 (reported yesterday 27/3) 
as 2 destroyers, 1 medium cargo vessel, 2 motor boats In the 
vicinity of Portland Is . was in fact in Silver Sound (W. 
entrance Balgai Bay) and photos show these vessels to be -

2 heavy cruisers 
1 merchant vessel
1 small unidentified vessel 

The vessel described as a possible aircraft carrier 
In Kavieng Harbour was not covered in the photographs.

(7) Bogia - A 1 ,000  ton merchant vessel was shown by photographs In
ifo""ia Harbour 1000/27 with 7 barges nearby. This is probably 
the sain© vessel reported there 25/3.

(8) Lae - A negative search was made p.m. 26/3 by 6 Bostons with
Lightnings as escort for the camouflaged transport sighted 
OSll/2 6  in Buon Gulf beading for La©. Photographs of Lae 
Harbour 1530/26 show 7 barges.

Jacobsen1s Plantation was bombed at dawn 27/3 by 4 
Bostons.

(9) Morobe Harbour - Kobo area (southern bank of Warla River mouth)
aas’ reported cl ar of the enemy 25/3 . On the northern bank - 
Ainsi, Dona village and landing ground, and Zaka were reported 
clear on 26/3,

(10) Buna - One enemy aircraft was over the Buna area 1145/26 and
jettisoned bombs In the sea.

(11) Oro Bay - One enemy aircraft dropped 4 bombs on Oro Bay afe
0kild/26 without causing damage or casualties.

Milne Bay - One enemy reconnaissance aircraft was over Milne 
Bay"aerodrome area at 1234/26.

1 3 ) Saidor (50 miles SE Madang) - Villages in the immediate vicinity 
of Saidor have been occupied by the Japanese in addition to 
Saidor Itself. The enemy appears to be concentrating at

- 2 -



Willwlllan (1| miles ESE of Baidor).
Mo inland penetmtion by the enemy was reported up to 

a.m. 27/3 .

2 , NORTH WESTERN AREA W .... . - ........ ..........

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(& ) At Sea to 1200/28:

7 submarines on patrol,

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "CASTLEMAINE” "LATROBE"
Merchant Vessels: "K00LIGA" "BABIKDA" "TULAGI”

"ALAGNA"

(ii) MEMY FORCES

Merauke - 7 enemy medium bombers dropped about 40 bombs and 
strafed building and carap area at Merauke at 1207/26. Some 
damage was suffered.

3 , SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/28:

(1) "ADELAIDE” due Fremantle 1200/28 after escort duty Indian
Ocean area.

(2) "KANIMELA" en route Colombo to Sydney ETA 1130/3 April,
(3) "QUIHERON” due Fremantle 1200/28.

(b ) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships 5s Aux. - "TROMP" "VAN GALEN" "PRESTON"
"PELIAS” "ISABEL" "PORSBAM" "DUBBO" "WALLAROO” 
"LARK" "OTUS"

Exmouth Gulf - Varships& Aux. - "CHILDS” "WHIPPOORWILL"

|4. EASTERN 6- SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/28:

(1) "BUNDABERG" "ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN” escorting Convoy PG40 (7 W )  
dep. Caloundra 0910/27 for Newcastle ETA i020/29 
and Sydney ETA 1420/29,

(2 ) "DELORAINE" "MILDURA" escorting Convoy C083.
(3) ”LE TRIOMPHANT” escorting "H ,T .ALLEN" "• AN00RA" departed 

Sydney 1021/26 for Melbourne, were due 0700/28.
(4) "SHEPPARTON" working up in Broken Bay.
(5) "TJERK FIDDKS" departed Melbourne 1601/27 for Fremantfe ETA 

0700/1 April.
(6) "MORESBY” "YANDRA” escorting Convoy 0C82.
(7) "SELFRID£3S" en route Brisbane after escort duty with "HELENA".
(8) "BUNBURY" departed Sydney 1026/26 for Brisbane, was due 0930/28,

(b ) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "RALPH TALBOT" "KYBRA" "BENDIGO"
"ROCKHAMPTON" "WARRNAMBOOL" "TOWNSVILLE"
"GOLD STAR" YDG,2 

(Repairing) "HOBART" " STUART" "BUCHANAN” " PATTERSON" "VAN
HEE1ISKERK” "RUSSELL” "MANUHDA (Hosoital Ship) 

"ALHENA” 3



Sydney (Contd,) Warships & Aux,
V  (On Reserve) "WESTRALIA"

Melbourne - Warships &  Aux, - “SPRINGDALE" "DOOMBA" 
(Repairing) "COLAC"

(c) Propos ed Movements t

(1) MTJERK HIDDES" to depart Melbourne uhen ready p.m. 27/3 for 
Premantle•

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) 3LIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP) , .
(2) At Esoiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HONOLULU ST.LOUIS LEANDER (CL)

McCALLA PAHENHOLT LANSDOWNE SMITH WOODWORTH LARNDER 
NICHOLAS O’BANfciON CHEVALIER STRONG TAYLOR FLETCHER 
RADFORD JENKINS (DD) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) THORNTON (AVD) 
ATHENE (ACV) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AK ) AMERICAN LEGION 
FUBLER HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) ALCHIBA ALDEBARAH PINCKNEY 
CELENO (AK) SABINE NEOSHO PLATTE PATUXENT WBIPSTOCK (AO) 
SKYLARK CONSTANT (AM) NAUTILUS (SS) CHANTLEER (ASR)
ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV) 
COLUMBIA SAN JUAN (GL) BALCH GHIDLEY HUGHES DUMA P 
FANNING CASE CUMMINGS CO NYNGHAM READ MAHAN MUSTIN 
PERKINS (DD) ENGADINE (ACV) JAMESTOWN (PG) PROMETHEUS (AR) 
ARGONNE (AG) VHITNEY (AD) McCAWLEY (AP) MAJABA TALAMANCA 
MERCURY TITANIA (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) TRYON (A?H)
PECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER ADROIT (AM) M iD.2  
KIWI (a /s Vessel)

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (BM)
(SJ Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (AM) LOCUST 

BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) MATAI MOA GALE TUI (A/S 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKIEE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) WICHITA (GA) CHENANGO SUWANNEE 
(ACV) SAUFLEY AARON WARD (DD) BALLARD (AV) KANAWHA 
LACKAWANNA KA1KAKEE ME SC HE S jfck&sti (AO) RIGEL (AK) ROAMER 
PC.476 PC.477 PC.479 RAPFAHANNOCK (AOG)

(8) At Auckland - SAN DISGO (CL) EBONY (YN) ANTAKES FOMALHAUT (AK) 
SOLACE (AH)

(9 )  At Wellington - LOUISVILLE (CA) GRAYSON (DD) TRACY (DM)
SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES.HAYES PRES.JACKSON PRES.ADAMS 
CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

(ii)  ENEMY FOHCES

X Nauru - The runway, officers quarters and wharf area were
HIT by bombs during an attack e arly a.m. 26/3 by 6 Cataiinas 
followed at 0556/26 by 5 Liberators,

Photos a.m. 27/3 show 8 fighters and 8 bombers on the 
aerodrome. After the photos, were taken, 5 Zero*s took off but 
failed to intercept.

C. INDIAN OCEAN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

^  ” HE PAL” en route Mauritius to prem antle  E’TA a.m. April 2nd,

I I ,  NAVAL 1KCIDKKTS

N I L ,

4“



111 •

(1) strong consolidation advanced positions S.W .P.A .
particularly Central 5:. Northern Solomons - North 
coast Hew Guinea - S.W. coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura Sea Islands*

(2) possible offensive activity from East Indies area
including further infiltration to the eastward 
along south coast Dutch New Guinea.

(3) Possible offensive activity in N.W. Pacific.

(4) Increased offensix^e submarine activity.

For

- 5 -
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A P P E N D I X

DAILY APPRECIATION-PACIFIC & INDIAN OCEAH NAVAL ACTIVITY

A. SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. EASTERN SECTION

*8" Cruiser 
6 ” Cruisers

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Combat Loaded Transports 
Oilers

Effective

(i) Allied Forces?
—"  AUSTRALIA 

PHOENIX

ARUNTA 
W’ARRAMUBGA 
LE THE OMPHANT 
SELFRIDGE 
HELM 
HENLEY 
RALPH TALBOT 
BAGLEY 
MUGFORD 
TJERK HIDDES 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
ALBACORE ) 
GROUPER ) 
GROWLER ) 
PETO ) 
AMBER JACK 
GATO 
GRAMPUS 
GRAYBACK 
GREENLING 
GUARDFISH 
THE TON 
TUNA 
K.9
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO 
MANOORA 
AASE MAERSK 
BISIIOPDALE 
KURUMBA 
VICTORIA

Non-effective

HOBART
VAN HEEMSKERK

PATTERSON
BUCHANAN
RUSSELL

At Brisbane

On Patrol

At Sydney

WESTRALIA (On reserve)

(ii) Enemy Forcesg (Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force) 
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers) 
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet) 
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
1 Converted a / c Carrier (XCV)
2 Auxiliary a / c Carriers (ACV)

6 heavy cruisers (CA)

YAMATO
MUSASHI
MUTSU
NAGATO
ZUIKAKU
ZUIHO
UNYO
RYUHO
ATAGO
TAKAO
AOBA
HAGURO
KUMANO
SUZUYA

MOGAMI (bel.sunk 14 /ll) 
MYOKO (poss.sunk 13*14/11

» 1 -



Effective Won-effective

5 light cruisers (CL) 
*

2 or 3 armed Merchant Cruisers 
Approx. 25-30 submarines (SS) 
Approx. 30 destroyers (DD)
2 seaplane Carriers (CVS)

JINTSU 
SEND AI 
KATORI 
KASEIMA 
NAGARA 

(XCL)

CHITOSE 
AKIT3USHXMA

5-6 Converted S/P Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx.50 Merchant Ships (over 3,000 tons)

Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, MTB's, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx. 479 shore-based aircraft incl. 214 F, 141 m/ b , 40 l / b , 16 f / b , 

51 f/ p , 17 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

2. WESTERN SECTION

6” Cruiser T O E K W
Flotilla Leader TROMP
Armed Merchant Cruiser KANIMELA
Destroyer VAN GALEN
S/P Tenders EERON

W.B. PRESTON
CHILDS

Submarine Tender PELIAS
Submarines GAR )

GRAYLING )
GRENADIER )
GUDGEON )
TAMBOR )
TAUTOG )
TROUT )
THRESHER)
K.12 ) At

3 , EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES
(i) ALLIED FORCES;

On Patrol

7 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (see above)

(Ii) Enemy Forces;

C ’ s In C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleets
1
6

heavy cruiser (CA) 
light cruisers (CL)

ASHIGARA 
KASHII 
KUMA 
ISUZU 
01
KITAGAMI

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
Approx. 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx. 7 submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (CVS)
Approx. 216 shore-based aircraft incl. 93 F, 78B, 3 

16 transport aircraft.

KATORI (damaged a / l )

N0T0R0 
F/B, 26 F/P

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Auxiliary A/C Carriers 

8 W Cruisers

Effective 
(I) Allied Forces;

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
NORTH CAROLINA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO
ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA
CHENANGO
SANGAMON
LOUISVILLE
SAN FRANCISCO
WICHITA

» 2 -

Non-Effective



Effective Non-effective

Cruisers

5,f Cruisers 

Destroyers

CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA

Battl eships

Converted A/c Carrier 
Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8W Cruisers

HONOLULU 
HELENA 
ST.LOUIS 
NASHVILLE 
COLUMBIA 
MONTPELLIER 
DENVER 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN JUAN 
50 (approx)

(i) Allied Forces

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
HEW MEXICO
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND
NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAHEE
SALT LAKE CITY
NEW ORLEANS

WEST VIRGINIA 
CJ  ̂IFORNIA
TENNESSEE

MINNEAPOLIS
PENSACOLA
PORTLAND

(ii) Enemy Forces: (Saipan-Bonina-Formosa-Japan)

CinC 1st Fleet 
6-7 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (GV)
2 Converted a / c Carriers

2 Auxiliary a / c Carriers 

4 heavy cruisers (CA)

1 Light Cruiser (CL)
2 Armed Merchant Cruisers 
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

1-2 Converted s/p Tenders 
6 old armoured Cruisers (OCA) 
Approx, 20 destroyers (DD)
Approx. 30 submarines

ISE
PUSO
YAMASHIRO 
HYUGA 
EAHJHA 
KONGO 
3K0KAKU 

(XCV) HAYATAKA 
HITAKA 

(ACV) OTAKA 
ClfUYO 
TONE 
TIKUMA 
CHOKAI 
1 unknown 
ABUKUMA 

(XCL)
NISSHIN 
KAMO I 

(XCVS)

(SS)

d . southern  p a c if ic  area

8 rr Cruiser 
6" Cruiser

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

CinC 5th Fleet
1 heavy cruiser (CA)
2 light cruisers (CL)

( i ) Allied Forces:

INDIANAPOLIS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

(ii) Enemy Forces (N.Honshu-Kurilea-Aleutians)

NACHI 
TAM 
KISO

1 or 2 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL) 
Approx. 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx. 10 Submarines (SS)



E. SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREA Effective

(1) Allied Forces?

V

6n Cruisers

P. INDIAN OCEAN AREA

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8H Cruiser 
7*5” Cruisers

6" Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers

CONCORD 
TRENTO If
RICHMOND

(1) Allied Forces:

WARSPITE 
RESOLUTION 
REVENGE 

a ILLUSTRIOUS 
ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE 
HAWKINS 
FROBISHER 
MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA 
BIRMINGHAM 
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
ARETHUSA 
CERES 
DAUNTLESS 
CAPETOWN 
A LA UNI A 
CARTHAGE 
CHITRAL 
RANPURA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

Approx 27 destroyers 
Approx. 9 submarines

Non-effective

DURBAN
CAKADOC

m Notes lo recent intelligence. Present 
location uncertain.

(ii) Enemy Forcess

Approx. 3 submarines



DAILY A P PRECIA TI0 ft - 'AC I FI C INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

MOST SECRET

29 th f>lar ch, 1943

I . DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENE.1Y NAVAL FORCES

SOUTH r/KST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/29:

(1) "SUMMER” "SC.744" 11 SC.746" on survey duty Deboyne Islands area.
(2) "GLENELG” escorting "VAN OUTHOORN" *MULCRA* departed Milne Bay

1137/28 for Oro Bay ETA 1600/29.
(3) "KAPUNDA" escorting "KHOEM HOEA" departed Port Moresby 0610/28

for Milne Bay.
(4) "WILCANNIA* escorting "SIBIGO" departed Darwin 0502/26 for

Thursday Island ETA 2000/29.
(5) "INVEHELL" escorting ConvoyTD16 ("KURUMBA" ”DARVEL") departed

Thursday Island 0730/&8  for Darwin ETA 1430/51.
(6 ) "ECHUCA" escorting "LADY ISOBEL" departed Thursday Island

0630/28 for Port Moresby ETA 0700/30.
(7) "BALLAiiAT" escorting "M0NT0R0" (for Cairns) departed Port

Moresby 1835/27. "BAILARAT” to provide escort to 
Fitzroy Island.

(8) "PIRIE” escorting "DUNDULA” departed Milne Bay 1024/27 for
Cairn3 ETA 1800/29.

(9) "BUNGAREE" departed Cairns 1745/26 on mining operation.
(10) "KATOOMBA" escorting Convoy TS20 ("VICTORIA" "DAVID BUSHNELL"

for Brisbane; "CARLtSLfe" for Melbourne; "YOCHOW” for 
Sydney) dep. Townsville 1600/26 ETA Brisbane 1700/29.

(11) "LITHGOW" was due Brisbane 0600/29.
(12) "BROOME” escorting Convoy TN60 ("KARSIK” ) dep. Cairns 0715/27

for Milne B a y lm T S o o /2 9 .
(13) "BAGLEY" escorting "PRESIDENT GRANT" to Port Moresby.
(14) "WARREGO” escorting Convo.y TN61 ("TAROONA") was to depart

Townsville 0400/29 for Milne Bay ETA 1100/31.
(15) "YP .280" dep. Brisbane 1333/25 for Cairns ETA 0700/30.
(16) "GYMPIE" escorting "MEHKUR" "MANGOLA" "AROONA" dep. Caloundra

0700/27 for Townsville ETA 0700/31.
(17) "GEELONG" escorting Convoy BT48 ( "S.B.ELKINS" for Cairns; "PAN

SCANDIA" for Gladstone) departed Brisbane 1510/27. 
"GEELONG" to part company and RV with "BISHGPDALE" 
which departed Townsville 0907/28 and will be in odtion 
22°29 »S, 151°07»E at 1400/29. "GEELONG" to escort 
"BISHOPDALE" to Brisbane.

(18) 8 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels : 
Small Craft

Port Moresby -

Thursday Is* 
Cairns

Palm Island

Townsville

Maryborough

"HILD" 15 Pr»s
"HENRY DEARBORN" "VAN SPILBERGEN"

______Approx 50
Warships & Aux. - "WAGGA" " SC.748" HDML.1161 
Merchant Vessels: "ASPASIA NOMIKOS" "CHARON"

"VAN DER LIJN" "EDWARD R .S IIL ” "PAINE WINGATE" 
"CAROLA" “WEST CACTUS" ”H.D . THOREAU”

Small Craft - Approx 20
Warships& Aux. - 

Warships & Aux. - "VENDETTA" "WHYALLA" "PLATYPUS"
10 PT*s (2 refitting)

Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "PHOENIX* "HELM" 
"HENLEY" "MUGFORD" "AASE MAERSK" "YUNNAN" 

Warships t Aux. - "WARRAMUNGA" "ARUNTA" YMS.9 
YMS.49 YMS.50 SC.748 

Warships & Aux. - "KALGOORLIE"
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X

Brisbane - arships & Aux. - "BUNBUKT" "TULSA" "FULTON" 
k "POYANG" (A .S .I .S )  YP .233 YP.236 YP.286

YP .288 YP.291 YMS.8 YMS.10 YMS.46 YMS.47 
YMS.48 YMS.70 SC. 738 SC .740 SC .745 SC .747 
3C.749 SC. 750 PC. 1119 PC. 1121 "PRES. JOHNSON" 

"CENTAUR” (Hospl ill Ship)
(Repairing, Trials etc .) "SWAN" "GOULBURN” "GLADSTONE" "PREMANTLE"

(c) Proposed Movements;

(1) "ARUNTA" escorting Convoy TN62 ("JANSSENS" " EASTSUYCKER"
"HANYANG") to depart Townsville 1600/30 for Milne Bay ETA 
H O O /2  April.

( i i )  ENEMY FORCES

Guadalcanal - Between 0305-0516/27 7 enemy aircraft were over 
Guadalcanal in five di fferent ra ids .

Tulagi - Early a .21. 27 /3  an enemy aircraft/over Port Purvis 
ana dropped what may have been a mine.

New Georgia ~ Barge activity probably connected with supplies 
for observation posts was reported at Rendova Is . 2 7 /5 . Timber 
and iron were brought from Gizo to Vila  by barge during the 
night 2 5 /3 .

Natives report a vessel 3¥ of Ganongga Is . on a SE course 
p.m. 2Q/5 possibly en route Munda or V ila .

An enemy party was on N .E . Vella L&vella 23-26/3 
apparently collecting timber and roofing iron.

(4) Shortlands - Reconnaissance a.m. 28/3 sighted 3 destroyers, 4
cargo ailips of which one w^s large, in the Buin - Paisi area. 
10-15 floatplanes were also sighted at Faisi seaplane base. 
Reconnaissance 27/0 reported only 4 cargo vessels in the area.

At 1750/28 a 3mall ship was reported in Bougainville 
Strait course S$.

(5) Buka - At 1217 /28  a small cargo vessel arrived at Teop Barbour.
(6) I ’svTeng Area - 3 groups of shipping were sighted by reconnaissance

in fcne area immediately W. or SW of St.Mathias Group, thU3:-
(a) 0822/28 - 1 cargo vessel 2-4,000 tons course 320°

at 8-10 knots. 0
(b ) 0925/28 - 5 ship convoy course 310 at 10-12 knots.

Photos show this convoy to consi st ofs-
1 destroyer
1 probable destroyer
1 tanker
2 probable merchant vessels

(c) 0950/28 - one cargo ship (10-12,000 tons) accompanied
by one small gunboat, vl th a destroyer patrolling in 
the neighbourhood, course 200° at 8-10 knots.

The first  single ship may be en route Mussau Is . and the
5 ship convoy has probably departed Rabaul or Kavleng en route 
Palau. The third group may be a loaded cargo ship or possibly 
a tanker en icute Rabaul although the course reported was 200 .

(7) "ewak - Reconnaissance at 1130 /28  reported 2 cargo vessels in
’Tewak Harbour. One of these vessels departed 1300/28  on a 
Northerly course.

Photos from reconnaissance at 1430/28 show 1 merchant 
vessel (1 ,000  tons) and 34 landing barges In /ewak Harbour 
while another small cargo vessel was sighted stationary off 
Kairiru Is .

No serviceable aircraft are visible In photos of the 
Wewak aerodrome. Rapid progress Is being made on dispersal 
lai es at the new Bora airfield ,

(8) Pinschhafen - 2 loaded motor barges were seen by reconnaissance
lotbT^lTlIpproximately 22 miles NNW Finschhafen. Both barges 
were strafed and hit and one was set on f ir e .

(9) loma - At 0300/27 probably 2 enemy bombers were over Kurlreda
VTHage (2-| mile3 S . of Ioma). Bombs were dropped but no damage 
has been reported.

(10) Oro Bay - At 1145 /28  25 enemy medium bombers and 10-15 dive-bombers 
escorted by a strong formation of fighters attacked shipping and 
wharf Installations a# Oro Bay (see Naval Incidents),
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N.E. Papua - A number of unidentified aircraft were sighted over 
Makaua Mission (E.extremity Collingwood Bay) at 071G/28.

An unidentified aircraft probably enemy reconnaissance 
was over the Milne Bay area at 0718/28 and at 1810/28 another 
unidentified aircraft was sighted in the areg&o the south of 
Milne Bay.

2 . NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) A. LIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/29s

7 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour?

Darwin - Warships& Aux. - "CASTLEMAI NE” "LATH) BE"
Merchan t Vessels:"K00LIGA" "BABINDA" "TULAGI"

"AEAGNA"

3 , SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/29:

(1) "W. B .PRESTON" departed Fremantle 0835/28 for lixmouth Gulf.
(2) nKM  IMBLA" en route Colombo to Sydney ETA 1130/3 Apii 1 .

(b) In Harbour»

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. ~ "ADELAIDE" "TROMP" "QUIEERON"
"VAN GALEN" " PELIAS" "ISABEL" "HORSIiAM" "DUBBO" 
"WALLAROO" "LARK" "OTUS"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "CHILDS" "WHIPPOORWILL"

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

A possible enemy submarine was re or ted 0935/28 by MV "KOTA INTEN" 
approximately 75 miles south by east of Cape Leeusvin. A possible 
torpedo track was also seen.

4 . EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/29:

(1) "BUNDAB ERG" "ABRAHAM CRTNSSEN" escorting Convoy PG40 (7 MV)
dep. Caloundra 0910/27 for Newcastle ETA 1020/29 
and Sydney ETA 1420/29.

(2) "DELORAINE" "MILDURA" escorting Convoy C083.
(3) "STUART" departed Sydney 1000/28 to RV with"TWEEDBANK" in

position 35°20 *S, 154°02«E and escort to Sydney ETA 
0&00/29 .

(4) "TJEIlt IIIDDES" dep. Melbourne 1601/27 for Fremantle ETA
0700/1 April.

(5) "MORESBY" "YANDRA" escorting Convoy PC82.
(6) "SELFRIDGE" en route Brisbane after escort duty with "HELENA".

(b) in Harbour:

Sydney - Warships h Aux. - "KTBRA" "BENDIGO" "SHEPPARTON*
"WARRNAMBOOL" "TOWNSVILLE" "GOLD STAR" YDG.2 

(Repairing) "HOBART" "RALPH TALBOT" "BUCHANAN" "PATTERSON"
"VAN HEEMSKERK" "RUSSELL" "MANUNDA" (Hospital 
Ship) "ALHENA"

(On Reserve) "WESTRAL I A"
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Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "LE TRIOMPHANT" "SPRINGDALE"
"D O O M B A " II. T. ALLEN" "MANOORA"

(Repairing) "COLAC"

( i i )  ENE-/iY FORCES

H.M.A.S."GYMPIE" reported contact with a possible 
sitbraarine at 1720/28 in position 24°01»S 152°09'E  approximately 
40 miles east of Bustard Head*

A possible submarine was reported by aircraft at 
1825/28 in position 24°2c*S 152°02«E approximately 48 miles S .E . 
of Bustard Head. Two shots were believed to have been fired at 
the aircraft.

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Esoiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HONOLULU ST.LOUIS LEAIJDER (CL

McCALLA FAKENHOLT LANSDOWNE SMITH WOODWORTH LARDNER 
NICHOLAS O'BANNON CHEVALIER STRONG TAYLOR FLETCHER 
RADFORD JENKINS (DD) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) THORNTON (AVD) 
ATHENE (ACV) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) AMERICAN LEGION 
FULLER HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) ALCHIBA ALDEBARAN PINCKNEY 
CELENO (AK) SABINE NEOSHO PLATTE PATUXENT WHIP STOCK (AO) 
SKYLARK CONSTANT (AM) NAUTILUS (SS) CHANTLEER (ASR)
ROSEWOOD (YN) , %

(3 )  At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS" (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
COLUMBIA SAN JUAN (CL) SiL CH GRIDLEY HUGHES DUNLAP 
FANNING CASE CUMMINGS CONYNGHAM READ MAHAN MUSTIK 
PERKINS (DD) EMGADINE (ACV) JAMESTOWN (PG) PROMETHEUS (AR) 
ARHONNE (AG) WHITNEY (AD) McCAWLEY (AP) MAJABA TALAMANCA 
MERCUKf TITANIA (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) TRY ON (A PH)
PECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER ADROIT (AM) ARD.2 
W I  (A/S Vessel) SC.739

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) 30NOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (Afc) LOCUST

BUTTERNUT (YN) WAN DANK (YP) MATAI MOA GALE TUI (A/S 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MEKOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) WICHITA SAN FRiN CISC 0 (CA)
CHENANGO SUWANNEE (ACV) SAUFLEY AARON WARD (DD) BALLARD (AV) 
KANAWHA KANKAKEE LACKAWMA NESCHES (AO) ill GEL (AR)
ROAMER PC.470 PC.477 PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(8 ) At Auckland - SAN DIEGO (CL) EBONY (YN) ANTXAHES FOMALHATT (AK)
SOLACE (AH)

(9) At Wellington - LOUISVILLE (CA) GRAYSON (DD) TRAD Y (DM)
SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES.IIAYES PRES. JACKSON PRES.ADAMS 
CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

INDIAN OCEAN A ...hA

(i) ALLIED ™0KCES 

"NEPAL" en route Mauritius to Fremantle ETA a.m. April 2nd.

I I .

O^o Bay - Shipoing and wharf area at Oro Bay were attacked at 
H T 5 /2 &  toy 25 medium bombers and 10 to 15 dive bombers escorted 
by astrong formation of fighters* Apart from a number of launches,
3 ships were apparently at Oro Bay at the time of the attack

H.M .A.S. "BOWEN", M.V. "BANTAM" & "MASAYA" (old U .S. 
destroyer converted.).

Of these three ships M.V."BANTAM" (Dutch - 3 ,300 ton freighter) 
suffered three direct hits from dive bombers while unloading:
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site was badly holed and set on fire . "BAHTAM" was beached but 
may be a total loss. Ivor ope an crew are all safe but native 
crew are not yet completely accounted for.

"MASAYA" (old U .S . converted destroyer - 1170 tons) 
also received a direct hit when she was 5 miles outside Oro Bay. 
She sank within an hour,

A direct hit was suffered on the new wharf and & 
preliminary report states that both pontoons were destroyed*

Known casualties reported to date number six, probably 
all from ^MASAYA*.

Enemy aircraft were first located at 1115/28, and 8 
Lightnings and 8 Kittyhawks on patrol attacked the raiders. A 
further 8 Lightnings and 7 Kittyhawks were despatched to 
supplement our patrol fighters.

The Kittyhawks destroyed 5 Zero’ s and 2 dive bombers 
plus prob&sly another 6 Zero’s and 4 dive bombers. Lightings 
destroyed 6 Zero’ s and probably another 2 making a total of 11 
Zero’ s and. 2 dive-bombers certain plus 8 Zero’ s and 4 dive 
bombers probably. One Kittyhawk only is missing.

I I I .  ENE Y ’ S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation a dvsnced positions S .W .P .A
particularly Central & Northern Solomons - North 
coast New Guinea - S.W . coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) possible offensive activity from East Indies area
including further infiltration  to the eastward 
along south coast Dutch. New Guinea.

(3) Possible offensive activity in N.W. Pacific.

(4) Increased offensive subiaarine activity.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .
f l .IM .. S .X 'O T .

29/3/43
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A P P E N D I X  

*TSAILY AP PREC IATION-PACIPIC C : INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

EASTERN SECTION

8 ” Cruiser 
6 m Cruisers

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

Effective 

( I ) Allied Forces;

AUSTRALIA
PHOENIX

ARUNTA
WARRAMUNGA
LE TRIOMPHANT
SELFRIDGE
HELM
HENLEY
RALPH TALBOT, 
BAGLEY
MUGFORD 
TJERK HIDDES 
STUART 
vendetta

ALIACORE )

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Combat Loaded Transports 
Oilers

Non-effective

HOBART
VAN HEEMSKERK

PATTERSON
BUCHANAN
RUSSELL

>

GROWLER 
PETO ) 
AMBER JACK 
GATO 
GRAM PUS 
GRA' BACK 
GREHNLINO 
GU;HDFISH 
TRITON 
TUNA 
K.9
FULTON
DOBBIN
TULSA
HILO
MANOORA
AASE ilAERSK
BISEOPDALS
KURUMBA
VICTORIA

At Brisbane

On Patrol

At Sydney

WESTRAI.IA (On Reserve)

(ii) Enemy Forces: (Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force) 
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet) 
CinC 6th Fleet (Subarines)
3-4 Battleships (BB)

2 Aircraft Carriers (CV)

1 Converted A/c Carrier (XCV)
2 Auxiliary A/c Carriers(ACV)

6 heavy cruisers (CA)

YAMAT0
MUSA SHI 
MUTSU 
NAGAT0 
HOSHO

\ Poss. Emt>ire Waters
ZUIHO
UNYO
RYUHO
ATAGO
TAKAO
AOBA
HAGURO
KUMANO
SU2UYA

)

MOGAMI (bel.sunk 1 4 /l l )
MYOKO (poss.sunk 13-14/11)
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Effective Non-effective

5 light cruisers (CL) JINT3U
n  SENDAI

KATORI
KASHIMA
NAGARA

2 or 3 armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
Approx 25-30 Submarines (SS)
Approx 30 Destroyers (HD)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS) CHITOSE

AKITSUSHIMA
5-6 Converted s/p Tenders (XCVS)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 5G Merchant Ships (over 3,000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, 3ub*Chasers, MTB*a, Gunboats, Patrol Craft 
Approx 479 shore based aircraft incl. 214 P, 141 M/B, 40 L /B , 16 F/B,

51 F /P , 17 Obsn. or transport aircraft.

2 . WESTERN S> CTIGN

6 ” Cruiser
Flotilla Leader
Armed Merchant Cruiser
Destroyer
S/p Tenders

Subraa r in e Ten de r 
Submarines

(i) Allied Forces;

ADELAIDE
TROMP 
KANI&iBLA 
VAN GALEN 
HERON
'ii .B . PRESTON
CHILDS
PELIAS
GAR
GRAILING 
GRENADIER 
GUDGEON 
TAMBOR 
TAUTOG 
TROUT 
Til iESIIER ) i  
K.12 )

On Patrol

At Fremantle

3 . EAST INDIES _ PHILIPPINES A HE A

(i) Allied Forces;

7 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or MEI area (see above)

( i i ) Enemy Tores 3 :

C*s in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleets
1 heavy cruiser (CA) ASHIGARA
6 light crul3ors (CL) KA3HII NATOKI (damaged 21/1)

KUMA 
ISUZU
01
KI TAG AMI

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
Approx 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (CVS) MOTORO
Approx 216 shore-based aircraft Incl. 93 F, 78 B, 3 F /B , F/P,

16 transport aircraft.

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AiiKA 

Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Converted A/c carriers 

8 ” Cruisers

( I ) Allied Forces:

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
NORTH CAROLINA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
C GLORADO
ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA
CHENANGO
SANGAMON
LOUISVILLE
SAN HIA NCI SCO
WICHITA
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Effective Non-effective

6” Cruisers

C.

5” Cruisers 

Destroyers

CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA 

Battleships (BB)

Converted a / o Carrier 
Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8” Cruisers

HONOLULU 
HELENA 
ST.LOUIS 
NASHVILLE 
COLUMBIA 
MONTPELLIER 
DENVER 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN JUAN
50 (approx)

( i ) Allied Forces:

IDARO
MISSISSIPPI
HEW MEXICO 
NEVADA 
LONG ISLAND 
NASSAU 
ALTAMAHA 

COPAIJEE 
SALT LAKE CITY 
HEW ORLEANS

W EST VIRGINIA 
CALIFORNIA 
TENNESSEE

MINNEAPOLIS
PENSACOLA
PORTLAND

(ii) Enemy Forces: (Saipari-Bonins-Formosa-Japan)

CinC 1st Fleet
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
6-7 Battleships (BB) ISE

FTJSO .
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA
HARUNA
KONGO

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV) 3HGKAKU
2 Converted a/ c Carriers (XCV) HAYATAKA

KITAKA
2 Auxiliary A/0 Carriers (ACV) OTAKA

CHUYO
4 heavy cruisers (CA) TOHE

TIKUMA 
CHOKAI 
one unknown

1 light cruiser (CL) ABUKUMA
2 Armed Merchant Ciuisers (XCL)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS) NISSHIN

KAMOI
1-2 Converted s/p Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 20 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 30 Submarines (S3)

D. NORTHERN PACIFIC AREA

8 ” Cruiser
6 ” Cruisers

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

CinC 5th Fleet
1 heavy cruiser (CA)
2 light cm isers (CL)

(i) Allied Forces:

IKDIANAP 0LI3
DETROIT
RALEIGH

(ii) Enemy Forces: (N.Haishu-Kurile s-Aleutians)

NACHI 
TAM 
KISO

1 or 2 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL) 
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 10 Submarines (SS)
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SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREAJTIjjjd Effective

6" Cruisers

(1) Allied Forces:

CQDTCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

INDIJW OCEAN AREA

(i ) Allied Forcos:

Battle d.t ips

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 ” Cruiser 
7 .5 "  Cruisers

6" Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers

Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

WARSPITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE
IU.U3THI0US
ALBATROSS
DEVONSHIRE
HAWKINS
FROBISHER
MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
BIRMINGHAM
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
ARETfflJSA
CEHBS
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
ALATJNIA
CARTHAGE
CHITRAL
RANPURA

RANCHI
c rcestershihb

n No recent intelligence,

( i i ) Enemy Forces:

Approx 3 Submarines

- 4 -

Non-effective

DURBAN
CARADOC

Present location 
uncertain*
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MOST SECRET

DAIL7 A i ’ PR EC IA TI ON - PA G IF IC I- INDIAN OCEAN KAVAL ACTIVITY

30th March,1943

I . DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY KAVAL FORCES

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(8 )
(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)
(13)

(14)

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/30;

" SUMNER" "SC.744" "SC.746" on survey duty Deboyne Islands area.
"KAPTJNDA" escorting "KHOEN H0EAw departed Port Moresby 0610/28 

for Milne Bay.
"WILCANNIA" escorting "STBIGO" departed Darwin 0502/26 for 

Thursday Island., was due 2000/29.
"ECHUCA” escorting "LADY ISOBEL" departed Thursday Island 

0630/28 for Port Moresby, was due 0700/30.
"BALLAkAT" escorting "MQNTORO" (for Cairns) departed Port 

Moresby 1835/27. "BALLARAT" to provide escort to 
Fitzroy Island.

"WARRAMUNGA" "ARUNTA" were to depart Townsville 1400/29 for
exercises and to proceed to Challenger Bay ETA 0800/30.

"BUNGAREE" en route Caloundra ETA 2200/1 April and Sydney 0200/4 
April.

"GEELONG" escorting "BISHOPDALE" to Brisbane.
"WARREGO" escorting Convoy TN61 ("TAROONA” ) departed Townsville 

0400/29 for Miln e Bay ETA 1100/31.
"GYMPIE" escorting "MERKUR" "BIANGOLA* "AROONA" for Townsville 

departed Caloundra 0700/27. On arrival Dent Island 
convoy to proceed independently and "GYMPIE" return 
Brisbane.

"LITHGOW" escorting "PRESIDENT JOHNSON" departed Brisbane 1800/29, 
"PRESIDENT JOHNSON" en route San Francisco ETA 17/4 .

"3ELFRIDGE" operating wl th submarine to seaward of Cape Moreton*
"YP.291" departed Brisbane 2328/28 to exercise to seaward of 

Cape Mkr eton*
7 subim rines on patrol,

(b) In Harbour:

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay

Port Moresby

Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels; 
Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels:

Small Craft 
Warships & Aux. -

Merchant Vessels:

15 PT*s
SPILBERGEN"

Thursday Is. 
Cairns

Palm Island

Townsville
Maryborough
Brisbane

(Repairing,

"GLENELG"
"VAN OUTHOORN" "MULCRA"
"BOWEN” "BROOME" "HILO"
"HENRY DEARBORN" "VAN 
"KARSIK"
App? ox 50

"BAGLEY" "WAGGA" "PRES.GRANT"
SC.748 HDML.1161 

"A3PASIA NOMIKOS" "CHARON"
"VAN DER LIJN" "EDWARD R.SILL" "PAINE WINGATE" 
"CARCLA" "WEST CACTUS" "H.D.THOREAU"

Small Craft - Approx 20
- Warships & Aux.
- Warships & Aux. - "VENDETTA" "WHYALLA" "PIRIE"

"PLATYPUS" ''YP.280" 10 PT’ s (2 refitting)
- Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "PHOENIX" "HELM"

"HENLEY" "MUGFORD" "AASE MAERSK" "YUNNAN"
- Warships & Aux. - ”Y«S.9 YMS.49 YMS.50 SC.748
- Warships 3c Aux. - "KALGOORLIE"
- Warships & Aux. - "KATOOMBA" "SUNBURST" "TULSA"

"FULTON" "POYANG" (A .S .I .S )  YP.233 YP.236 YMS.8 
YMS.10 YMS.46 YMS.47 YMS.48 YMS.70 SC.738 
SC.740 SC.745 SC.747 SC.749 SC.750 PC.1119 
PC. 1121 "VICTORIA" "CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship) 

Trials etc .) "SWAN" "GOULBURN" "GLADSTONE" "FREMANTLE"

- 1 -



(1) Solomon5-Barge Activity - Barge activity was reported at 
Rendovaisland and Kolombangara Island on night 27-28th, 
ai d on 28/3 at Rendova, and in the early morning 29/3 at 
Kolombangara. A barge was sighted off Wickham Island 
morning 2 9 /5 ,

(2) Ysabel - On© vessel (si&e not stated) was reported in Rekata 
Bay morning 2 9 /3 . The last reports of shipping in thte area 
were of 2 small cargo vessels loaded with deck cargo in 
Rekata Bay on 25th October last and one snail vessel possibly 
a corvette anchored near a small island off Rekata Bay on 
28th December.

Three aircraft landed at Rekata Bay evening 28/3 and 
an unspecified number landed early morning 29/3. Six aircraft 
took off an hour later.

(3) Choiseul Igland - Two destroyers were sighted 10 miles east of 
Nanango Point (34 miles SE by E of Cape Alexander) on course 
3200 29 /3 , ‘̂ hese destroyers were probably engaged on routine 
patrol activity.

(4) Shortlands - 6 cargo vessels (Including one very large) were 
reported In the area 29/3. Photographs of this area 28/3 and 
29/3 reveal the following aircraft -

28/3 29/3
Kahili Fighters 3&  Fighters' 4"

Bombers 2 Bombers 3
Faisi 27 f / p 14 f/ p (of vyhich 4 we®

damaged)
Ballale 2 u /i  a/c 3 fighters

(partial coverage)
(5) New Hanover Area - One 8000 ton transport was sighted 5 miles

3.W. of Cape featanalem on northerly course at approx 0946/29. 
Approx one hour later this vessel was sighted 30 miles north 
of Cape Matanalem on course 005° speed 20 knots.

A convoy comprising 2 destroyers
2 transports (6,000 tons)
3 cargo vessels (6-8000 tons)
1 3,000 ton vessel

was sighted 30 miles south by east Cape Matanalem on course 
300° at ll00 /29 . This force appears to be en route from 
Rabaul probably to Palau.

(6) Bismarck Sea - The aircraft responsible for the above sightings 
also reported sighting four vessels 50 miles Sfif of Kavieng 
heading 3N, No time was given for this sighting, but It 
would appear to have been made during morning 29/3. This 
morning 30/3 at 0735, a force, probably comprising four 
destroyers, was sighted 65 miles north of Cape Gloucester 
on course 80°and again at 0900 further on this course with 
fighter cover. It  would seem likely that this force has been 
engaged in running supplies during the night hours to aome
Japanese position on the north Hew Guinea coast, possibly 
Finschhafen, following the same technique as was adopted by 
the ’'Tokyo F.x press" in ferrying supplies between the Shortlands 
and Guadalcanal.

(7) Gasmata - Photos noon 29/3 revealed one effective dive bomber on
tha runway which is serviceable.

(8) ;7ewak - One 400 ton vessel and two small boats were sighted in
Harbour noon 29 /3 .

(9) Monumbo Harbour - 3 barges were sighted in Mo numbo Harbour (5 miles
M'.’’5’. Boria Harbour) at 0900/29.

(10) Bieng Island Area - An unspecified number of aircraft, described
' as fighters were s ift e d  on a small island N.W. of Bieng Island 

at 1910/29.
(11) Dobodura - An enemy recce aircraft over Dobodura was intercepted

midday 29th and destroyed by allied aircraft.
(12) Pro Bay - 6 bombers made a further attack at 0400/29 in which the

r wharr was further damaged and a fuel dump hit. A recce aircraft 
over Oro Bay was shot down at 1100/29. N .O .I .C . Oro Bay reports 
that he can still receive big ships, and ’’GLENELG” escorting 
’’VAN 0UTH00RN" & "L'HILCRA” arrived p.m. 29/3.

(13) Shortlands - A further feport states that 7 Fortresses, 5 Liberators
attacked Kahili runway early morning 29/3 scoring hits. One

(ii)  ENE^Y FORCES

— 2 «•



Corsair and 5 Lightnings strafed the Faisi seaplane base 
setting fire to f ive to seven planes. On their return 
these aircraft strafed a destroyer 10 miles SE of Paisl 
which was left smoking*

2. NORTH WESTERN AREA

(1) Mj LItiiD FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/30:

(1) ’'ISVKRELL** escorting Convoy TDj6 ("KURUMBA* "DARVEL") dep.
Thursday Island 0 /SO/iso for Darwin ETA 1430/31,

(2) 7 submarines on patrol*

(b) In Harbour;

(a) At Sea to 1200/30:

(1) "W ,3 .PRESTON” departed Fremantle 0835/28 for Exmouth Gulf.
(2) "LARK* departed Premantle 1612/29 for Exmouth Gulf ETA

1200/1 April.
(3) "T JERK HIDDES” departed Melbourne 1601/27 for Premantle

ETA 0700/1 April.
(4) "KJNIMBLA" en route Colombo to Sydney ETA 1130/3 April.

(b) In Harbour:

Premantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TROMP" "QUIBERON"
"VAN GALEN" "PELIAS" "ISABEL” "HORSHAM" 11 DUB BO" 
"WALLAROO" "OTUS"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "CHILDS" "WHIPPOORWILL"

4. EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(a ) At Sea to 1200/30:

(1) "MOUNT VERNON" en route Noumea to Melbourne ETA 0700/31,
(2) "NASHVILLE" "CRAVEN" en route ICspiritu Santo to Sydney ETA

(3) "MORESBY" en route Sydney after escorting Convoy 0G82 to
Newcastle.

(4) "DOOL'BA" escorting Convoy PC85 departed Port Phillip 2259/29
to RV in Wilson’ s Promontory area with "DELORAINE" 
"MILDURA" escorting Convoy C083 ETA Convoy 0C83 
Port Kembla 1800A  April, Sydney 235^/1 April,”" 
Newcastle 0600/2 April,

(b ) In Harbour?

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "CASTLEMAINE" "LATROBE"
Merchant Vessels: "KOOLIGA" "BABINDA" "TULAGI"

"ALAGNA"

3. SOUTH W ESTERN AREA

(i) AILIED FORCES

(I) ALLIED FORCES

approx 3l/3*

Sydney Warships & Aux. - "STUART" "KYBRA" "BENDIGO"
" SHEPPARTON" "ABRAHAM CRYNSSEN" "BUNDABERG" 
"YANDRA” "WARSNAM BOOL" "TOWNSVILLE" "GOLD STAR" 
YDG.2 Y P ,286 YP.288
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Sydney (Contd. ) Warships & Aux.
(Repairing) "HOBART" "RALPH TALBOT" "BUCHANAN" "PATTERSON"

"VAN HEEMSKERK" "RUSSELL" "MANUNDA" (Hospital 
Ship) "ALHENA"

(On Reserve) "WESTRALIA"
Melbourne « Warships & Aux. - "LE TRIOMPHANT" "SPRINGDALE"

"iX: "H.T.ALLEN" "MANOORA"
(Repaid ng) "COLAC"

SOUTH PACIFIC AitSA

(i) Kj LIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) LEANDER (CL) MeGALLA SMITH

PARE NI JOLT LANSDOWNE WOODWJRTH LARDNER 0 f BANNON TAYLOR 
CHEVALIER FLETCHER (DD) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) THORNTON (AVD) 
ATHENE (ACV) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) AMERICAN LEGION 
FULLER HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) ALCHIBA ALDEBARAN CELENO (AK) 
SABINE NEOSHO PLATTE PATUXENT WHIPSTOCK (AO) SKYLARK 
CONSTANT (AM) NAUTILUS (SS) CIIANTLEER (ASR) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
COLUMBIA SAN JUAN (CL) BAL CH GRIDLEY HUGHES BUNIA P 
PANNING CASE CUMMINGS CONYNGHAM READ MAHAN MUSTIN 
PERKINS (DD) ENGADINE (ACV) JAMESTOWN (PG) PROMETHEUS (AR) 
ARGONNE (AG) WHITNEY (AD) MeCAWLEY (AP) MAJABA TALAMANCA 
MERCURY TITAN IA (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) TRYON (A PH)
PECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER ADROIT (AM)
ARD.2 KIWI (A/S Vessel) SC.739

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (AM) LOCUST

BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) MATAI MOA GALE TUI (a/ s 
Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) WICHITA SAN FRANCISCO (CA)
SANGAMON CHENANGO SUWANNEE (ACV) SAUFLEY AARON #ARD 
LANG CONY (DD) BALLARD (AV) KAN A ’HA KANKAKEE LACKA.VANNA 
NESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER PC.476 PC.477 PC.479 
RAP PAH'AN NOCK (AO C )

(8) At Auckland - SAN DISGO (CL) EBONY (YN) ANTARES FOMALHAUT
PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)

(9) At Wellington - LOUISVILLE (CA) GRAYSON (DD) TRACY (DM)
SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES.HA YES PRES. JACKSON PRES. A DAI S 
CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

(ii)  ENEMYP ORCES

(1) New Hebrides - A native report states that an enemy submarine
“ was 'siglited SW of Malekula Island at llQO/24 proceeding on a 

southerly course.
(2) Funafuti Is. - Two allied aircraft Intercepted four enemy bombers

30 miles Kw of Funafuti Island shooting down one and dispersing
the others at 1054/28.

INDIAN OCEAN AHEA

(i) ALLIED FORCES 

"NEPAL" en route Mauritius to Fremantle ETA a.m. Aoril 2nd.



I I .  NAVAL INCIDENTS

N I L

I I I .  ENEMY*S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W .P.A.
particularly Central & Northern Solomons - North 
coast New Guinea - S.*V. coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura Sea Islands,

(2) Possible offensive activity from East Indies area
including further infiltration to the eastward 
along south coast Dutch New Guinea.

(3) Possible offensive activity in N.W. Pacific.

(4) Increased offensive submarine activity.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C . 
.- . P.A.

30/3/43



A P P E N D  I X ,

DAILY ,-u PRBCI iTIQN-P ,CIVIC &  IKiDI-̂ N OCEAW . -.V L -.CTIVITT

A . SOUTH WEST PACIFIC ARB4 .

i* easter n  sb c t io n

m

8 ” Cruiser 
6 " Cruisers

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Effective

( ±) Allied Forces:

AUSTRALIA
PHOENIX

ARUNTA
waeramunga

LI TRIOMPHAMT
SELFRIDGE
HELM
HENLEY
BaGLEY
MUGFORD

Non-effective

HOBART
VAN HEEMSKERK

PATTERSON 
BUCHANAN 
RUSSELL 
RALPH TALBOT

STU.iRT
VENDETTA
jiLBaCORE)

1GROUPER )
GROWLER ) At Brisbane
FETO )
AMBER JACK)
GATO )
GRAMPUS )
GRAYB.iCK )
GREEMLING) 
GUARDFISH)on Patrol 
TRITON )

Submarine Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Combat Loaded Transports 
Oilers

TUNA 
K.9
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO 
manoora 
AaSE maehsk  
BISIIOPDiiLE 
fCtTHUMBA 
VICTORIA

At Sydney

WESTRaLIA  (on res

(ii ) Enemy Forces: (Tr uk» Jalult-Bismarc ks- 
Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet 
CinC 2nd Fleet (Striking Force) 
CinC 4th Fleet (Mandates Fleet) 
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battleships (BB)

2 Aircraft Carriers (CV)

1 Converted A/c Carrier (XCV)
2 Auxiliary A/C Carriers (ACV)

6 heavy cruisers (C a )

YaMaTO 
MU3ABHI 
MUTSU 
NAGATO 
HOSHO 
ZUIKAKU ) 
ZUIHO 
UNYO 
RYUHO 
ATaGO

TaKAO

AOBA 
HAGURO 
KUM^NO 
SUZUYA

j Foss* Empire Waters

MOGAMI (bel.sunk 
14/11) 

MYOKO (poss*sunk 
13-14/11)



Effective Non-effective

5 light cruisers (CL)

2 or 3 armed Merchant Cruisers 
Approx 25-30 Submarines (SS) 
Approx 30 Destroyers (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

JINTSU
SENDAI
JLiTORI
KA3HIMA
HADAHA
(XCL)

CHITOSE 
AKITSUSHIMA

5-8 Converted s /P  Tenders (XCYS)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3#000 tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers* Sub.Chasers, MTB's* Gunboats* Patrol craft 
Approx, 466 shore based aircraft incl, 203 F* 141 M/Bi 38 SE/B* 16 f/B»

51 F/P* 17 Obsn. or transport aircraft

WESTERN SECTION

6” Cruiser
Flotilla Leader
Armed Merchant Cruiser
Destroyer
s/p Tenders

Submarine Tender 
Submarines

TJERK HIDDES

<i ) Allied Forces:

ADELAIDE 
TROMP 
KANIMBLA 
TAN G .LEN 
HERON
W.B. PRESTON 
CHILDS 
PELIAS 
GAR )
GRAYLING )
GRENADIER)
GUDGEON ) On Patrol 

)

Oiler

E. ST IKDIES^PKILIPPIUSS

T-MBOR 
TAUTOG ) 
TROUT ) 
THRESHER) 
K.12 ) 
KURUMBA

At Fremantle

AREA.

(i) Allied Forces:

7 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or SSI Area (see above)

(ii) Enemy Forces:

C’ s in C 1st* 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleets
1 heavy cruiser (Ga )
6 light cruisers (CL) NATORI (damaged 2 l /l )

ASHIGARA 
KASHII 
KOMA 
ISUZU
01
KITAGAMI

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
Approx 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 submarines (SS)
1 Seaplane Carrier (C?S) . NOTORO
Approx 216 shore-based aircraft incl, 93 F* 78 M/B* 3 F/B, 26 F /P . 

16 transport aircraft.

b . south pacific area

^  Battleships

Aircraft Carriers 

Converted ii/c Carriers

(i) Allied Forces:

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
NORTH CiiROLINA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLOR/iDO
ENTERPRISE
S.aRaT0GA
CKENaNGO
SANGAMON



Effective Mon-effective.

8 "  Cruisers 

6n Cruisers

5 ” Cruisers 

Destroyers

C. C U T B J , PACIFIC AR1L

Battlesiiips (BB)

jnverted A/c Carrier 
luxiliary A/C Carriers

8 n Cruisers

LOUISVILLE
S AN FRANCISCO
WICHITA
HONOLULU
HELENA
ST .LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN
50 (approx)

(i) Allied Forces:

ID-m
MISSISSIPPI
NEW MEXICO
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND
Nassau

altamaha

COPiiHEE
s a l t  lake  c it y

NEW ORLEANS

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

MINNEAPOLIS
PENSACOLA
PORTLAND

(ii) Enemy Forces: (Saipan-Bonins-Forraosa-Japan)

CinC 1st Fleet
CinC 3rd Fleet {.aircraft Carriers)
6-7 Battleships (BB)

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV)
2 Converted a/ c Carriers (XCV)

2 Auxiliary a/ c Curriers (ACV) 

heavy cruisers (CA)

1 light cruiser (CL)
2 Armed Merchant Cruisers
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS)

(XCL)

1-2 Converted S /P  Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old Armoured Cruisers (OCA) 
Approx 20 Destroyers (DD)
App®ox 30 Submarines (SS)

3£>E
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA
HABUNA
KONGO
SHOKiiKU
HAYaTjJCA
HITAKA
OTAKA
CHUYO
TONE
TIKOMA
CHOKAI
One unknown
ABUKUMA

NISSH3H 
KAMO I

D .NORTHERN PACIFIC AREA

8 " Cruiser 
6 ” Cruisers

'0 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

CinC 5th Fleet
1 heavy cruiser (CA)
2 light cruisers (CL)

1 or 2 Armed Merchant Cruisers 
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD) 
Approx.10 Submarines (SS)

(i) Allied Forces:

INDIANAPOLIS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

(ii)  Enemy Forces: (N.Honshu-Kuriles-Aleutians)

NACHI 
TAMA 
KISO 

(XCL)

3 -



r

E . SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC AREii Effective Non-effective

(i) Allied Forces:

6 11 Cruisers CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

F . BAD IAN OCEAN ARE,;

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 ” Cruiser 
7 ,5 ” Cruisers

6” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers

Approx 27 destroyers 
Jipprox 9 submarines

%

(i) Allied Forces:

WAR SPITE 
RESOLUTION 
REVENGE 

a ILLUSTRIOUS 
ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE 
HAWKINS 
FROBISHER
Ma u r it iu s  d u r b m

GAMBIA CARADOC
BIRMINGHAM
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
ARETHUSA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE
CHITRAL
RANPURA
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

No recent intelligence. 
Present location uncertain*

{ii*  Enemy Forces:

Apprdx 3 submarines



MOST SECRET

DAILY A PPRECIATIOfii-PACI: IC fc INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

51st March,1943

! .  H3 POSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL FORCES

A. SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/31;

(1) " SUMNER" "SC.744" "SC.746" on survey duty Deboyne Islands area.
(2) "ECHUCA" escorting "LADY ISOBEL" departed Thursday Island

0630/28 for Port Moresby.
(3) "BAGLEY" escorting "PAINE WINGATE" (for Townsville) departed

Port Moresby 1503/30. "BAGLEY" to escort to Fitzroy 
Island ETA loOO/l April. "BAGLEY" to rejoin Task 
Force 74.

(4) "BOWEN" escorting "HENRY DEARBORN" departed Milne Bay 0957/30 
for Townsville ETA 0600/2 April.

(5) "BUNGAREE" en route Caloundra ETA 2200/1  April and Sydney 
0200/4 April.

(6) "GYMPIE" returning Brisbane after escort duty.
(7) "MUGFORD" en route from Cape Cleveland to Brisbane ETA Cape 

Moreton 0900/1 April.
(8) "WAHREGO" escorting Convoy TN61 ("TAROONA") departed Townsville 

0400/29 for" Milne Bay, was due 1100/31.
(9) "ARUNTA" was to RV with Convoy TN62 ("MAETSUYCKER" "JANSSENS" 

"HANYANG") off Fitzroy Island at 0700/31 and escort to 
M ine  Bay.

(10) "BALLARAT" towing ML.815 "ROCKLEA" was to depart Townsville 
0600/31. ML.815 to be detached at Ince Point.
"BALLARAT" to tow "ROCKLEA" to Port Moresby,

(11) 7 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour:

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. - "GLENELG"
Merchant Vessels? "VAN 0UTH00RN" "MULCRA"

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "KAPUNDA" "BROOME" "HILO" 15 PT's
Merchant Vessels: "VAN SPILBERGEN" "KARSIK"

"MOEN HOE A"
Small Craft - Approx 50 

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - "VAGGA" "PRES.GRANT" SC.748
HDML.1161

Merchant Vessels: "ASPASIA NOMIKOS" "CHARON"
"VAN DER LIJN" "EDVARD R.SILL" "CAROLA"
"vifEST CACTUS" "R.D.THGREAU"

Small Craft - Agpox 20 
Thursday Is . - Warships & Aux. - "WILCANKIA"
Cairns - Warships &  Aux. - "VENDETTA" "WH/ALLA" "PIRIE"

"PLATYPUS" YP.280 10 PT«s (2 refitting)
Palm Island - Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "PHOENIX" "WARRAMUNGA"

"HELM" "HENLEY" "AASE MAERSK"
Townsville - Warships & Aux. - YMS.9 YMS.49 IMS.50 SC.748

"MERKUR" "YUNNAN"
Maryborough - Warships & Aux. - "KALGOORLIE"
Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "SELFRIDGE" "GEELONG" "LITHGOW"

"KATOOMBA* "BUNBURY" "TULSA" "FULTON" " POYANG(AS3S 
YP.233 YP. 236 YP.291 YMS.S YMS.10 YKS.46 
YMS.47 YMS.48 YMS.70 SC.738 SC.740 SC.745 
SC.747 SC.749 SC.750 PC.1119 P6.1121 

"BISHOPDALE" "VICTORIA" "CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship) 
(Repairing, Trials etc) "SvVM" "GOULBURN" "GLADSTONE" "FREMANTLE"

1



( ii)  ENEMY FORGES

^ ^ 1 )  Rekata Bay - A floatplane landed at Rekata Bay 1900/29.
(2) Shortlands - Photographs a.m. 29/3 show a wrecked coastal

steamer. Com. 3rd Fleet suggests that it may have struck 
a mine.

Kahili was harassed during the night 29-30/3 by a 
Fortress.

-QBgflftP.y “ ^ camouflaged vessel of about 100 feet was si hted 
and unsuccessfully bombed at Ulo (6 miles S.W. Ubili),

(4) Gasmata - Gasmata aerodrome was attacked by 5 Liberators
133G/30 as an alternative target to the enemy convoy north 
of New Britain which was not located.

(5) y.ape Gloucester -A 70 ft . schooner was sighted anchored off
Kakassi (13 miles E . Gape Gloucester) 1200/30.

^  0745/30 2 small vessels were sighted in Wewak Harbour.
(7) Kitel Friedrich Harbour (45 miles H.W. Madang) - Five beaahed 

barges were seen 0700/30 at Ulingan. The barges were 
apparently laden with supplies.

~ At 0900/30 one probable landing barge was seen in Bogia 
Harbour.

(9 ) “ The enemy P ^ t y  or a part thereof which was reported
27/o to h&|^ occupied Saidor and villages in the immediate 
vicinity departed towards the S.E . during the night of the 
28th. This party Returned to Saidor 29/3 and on 30/3 was 
reported camping at various villages in the vicinity.

(10) linschhafen - A Catalina on night patrol reported nil enemy
shipping in the Finschhafen area up to 0220/30. A Fortress, 
however, over the area from 0230 onwards reported having 
sighted a definite five ship convoy 8 ,000 yards off-shore 
from Uugidu Peninsula (near the entrance to Finsch Harbour).
The vessels were stationary when first seen and one was 
believed to have been positively Identified as a large 
destroyer which was hit by a bomb. Four ships of the convoy 
were seen shortly before 0300/30 departing from the area on 
course 300° speed 26-30 knots.

In view of the sighting 29/3 of 4 shins headed towards 
this goal it would appear that a fifth  ship, possibly one of 
the small vessels which have been seen repeatedly further up 
the New Guinea coast, may have joined the 4 destroyers and 
gone into Finschhafen with them. This vessel may ha^e remained 
behind as only 4 destroyers were sighted later 30/3 departing 
on a course towards KavJeng.

The town area and waterfront were attacked from 0530- 
1345/30 by Beaufighters, Bostons, B.25»s, Liberators and 
Fortresses.

(11) Morobe - The area from the Warla River through Sappa Village
up to Morobe (southern jaw of Morobe Harbour) was reported 
29/3 to be clear of the enemy.

(12) Ore Bay - An enemy air raid probably by 3 aircraft was made on
6ro Bay at 0400/30. The majority of bombs fell in the Bay and 
little damage was suffered.

. NORTH WESTERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/3ii

(1) "INVERELL" escorting Convoy TD16 (”KURUMBAR "DARVEL") dep.
Thursday Island 0730/28 for Darwin ETA 1430/31.

(2) 7 submarines on patrol,

(b ) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "CASTLEMAINE" "LATROBE”
Merchant Vessels: "KOOLIGA" "BABINDA" "TULAGI"

"ALAGNA"

® 2 -
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(ii) ENEMY FORCES

w (1) Gulf of Carpentaria - H.M.A• S*"INVERELL" reported contact with 
'""" a submarine in position H O S T 'S , 139°39 'E  at 2151/28 .

(2) Kaimana - Six smail vessels were sighted in Kaimana Ba~' at 
“̂ 1 25 5 /3 0 .

SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) AILIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to ISOO/SI:

(1) "W*B.PRESTOK” departed Premantle 0835/28 for Exraouth Gulf.
(2) "LARK" departed Fremantle 1612 /29  for Exmouth Gulf ETA

1200 /l  April,
(3) "TJERK HIDDES" departed "Melbourne 1601/27 for Fremantle

ETA 0700/1 April.

(to) In Harbour?

Fremantle - Warships k Aux, - "ADELAIDE" "TROMP” "QUIBERON"
"VAN GALEN" "PELIAS" "ISABEL” "HORSHAM" "DUBBO" 
"WALLAROO” ”0TUS"

Fxmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "CHILDS" "WHIPPOORWILL"

EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i)  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /31 :

1) "MOUNT VERNON" en route Noumea to Melbourne ETA 0700/31.
2) "NASHVILLE* "CRAVEN” en route Espiritu Santo to Sydney ETA 

approx 3 l /3 .
(3) ”STUART” sailing as convenient 3l/3  to RV with "MIZAR" at 

0530 /l  April and escort to Sydney.
(4) "BENDIGO" departed Sydney 2250/30 to RV with Convoy C084 off 

Nobby's Head, "MORESBY” providing additional escort 
from Sydney.

(5) "KANIMBLA" en route Colombo to Sydney ETA 1030/3 April.
(6) "DELGRAINE" "MILDURA" escorting Convoy 0C83 ETA Port Kembla 

18OO/l April, Sydney 2359A  April, Newcastle 0600/2 
April.

(7 )  "ROCKHAMPTON" "YANDRA" "WARRBA-IBOOL" escorting Convo', GP4.1 
was to depart Sydney 0900/31 ETA Caloundra Q600/3 
April.

(b ) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "KYBRA" ” SHEPPARTON” ”ABRAHAM
CRYNSSEN” "BUNDABERG” "TOWNSVILLE" "GOLD STAR" 
YDG.2 YP .286 YP .288 

(Repairing) "HOBART" "RALPH TALBOT” "BUCHANAN" "PATTERSON"
"VAN HEEMSKERK" "RUSSELL" "MANUNDA" (Hospital 

Ship) "ALHENA"
(On Reserve) "WESTRALIA"

Melbourne » Warships & Aux. - "LE TRIOMPHANT" "SPRINGDALE"
"DOCMBAw "H*T.ALLEN" "MANOORA”

(Re pa ir I ng) "C OL AC "



SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HELENA LEANDER (CL) McCALLA

SMITH FAHENHOLT LANSDOWNE WOODWORTH LARDNER OfBANHON 
TAYLOR CHEVALIER FLETCHER MANLEY HOPKINS TREVER (DD) 
CURTISS TANGIER (AV) THORNTON (AVD) ATHENE (ACV) DIXIE (AD) 
FYRO (AS) VESTAL (AR) AMERICAN LEGION FULLER HUNTER LIGGETT 
(AP) ALCHIDA ALDEBARAN CELENO (AK) SABINE NEOSHO PLATTE 
PATUXENT WHIPSTOCK (AO) SKYLARK CONSTANT (AM) NAUTILUS (SS) 
ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTCH INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
COLUMBIA SAN JUAN (CL) BAL CII GRIDLEY HUGHES DUNLAP 
FAMING CASE CUMMINGS CONYNGHAM READ MAHAN MU ST IN 
PERKINS (DD) ENGADINE (ACV) JAMESTOWN (PG) PROMETHEUS (AR) 
ARGONI'E (AG) YHITNEY (AD) McCAWLEY (AP) MAJABA TALAMANCA 
MERCURY TITANIA (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) TRYON (AP H)
PECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER ADROIT (AM)
ARD.2 KIWI (A/S Vessel) SC.739 CHANTICLEER (ASR)

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK VIREO (AM) LOCUST

BUTTERNUT (YN) -VANDANK (YT) MAT AI MOA GALE TUI (a/S  
Vessels) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) ERSKINE PHELPS (AO) 
STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) WICHITA SAN FRANCISCO (CA)
CLEVELAND MONTPELLIER DENVER (CL) SANGAMON CHENANGO 
SU/VANNEE (ACV) SAUFLEY AARON WARD EATON CONWAY WALLER 
RENSHAW PHILLIP (DD) LANG CONY (DD) BALLARD (AV) KANAWHA 
LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO) RIGEL (AR) ROAMER 
PC.476 PC.477 PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(8) At Auckland - SAN DIEGO (CL) EBONY (YN) ANTARES FOMALHAUT
PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)

(9) At Wellington - LOUISVILLE (CA) GRAYSON (DD) TRACY (DM)
SHELDRAKE (AM) PRES.HAYES PRES.JACKSON PRES.ADAMS 
CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

(i) ALLIED FORCES

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES 

"NEPAL" en route Mauritius to Fremantle ETA a.m. April 2nd,

H . ^ ^ ^ I N C I M T S

N I L .

I I I .  ENEMY*S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W .P .A .
particularly Central & Northern Solomons - North 
coast New Guinea - S*W. coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Possible offensive activity from East Indies area
including further infiltration to the eastward 
along south coast Dutch New Guinea.

(3) Possible offensive activity In N.W. Pacific.
(4) Increased offensive submarine activity*

For DIRECTORC .O .I .C . 
G. ll.tj.V 5.U « P. A.

31/3/43
4 **
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BAIL M aPPRL-C IAx I OF - ~3i'C TI'IC £ IFDIAE OCEAN NAVAL ACTIVITY

A. SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

8” Cruiser 
6" Cruisers

Flotilla Leaders

Destroyers

Submarines

Effective

( i ) Allied Forcess

AUSTRAL IA 
PHOENIX

Non -e ffe c t ive

SubmarMne Tender 
Destroyer Tender 
Gunboats

Combat Loaded Transports 

Oilers

NASHVILLE
HOBART
VAN HEEMSKERK

ARUNTA 
WARHAMUNGA 
LE TRIOMPHANT 
SELFRIDGE 
HELM 
HENLEY 
BUCHANAN 
BAGLEY 
KUGFORD 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
ALBACOHE )
AMBER JACK)
C-ROUPER ) At Brisbane 

GROWLER )
PETO )
GATO 
GRAMPUS 
GRAYBACK 
GREENLING 
GUAKDFISH 
TRITON 
TUNA 
K.9 
FULTON 
DOBBIN 
TULSA 
HILO
H.T.ALLEN 
MANOORA 
AASE MAERSK 
BISHOPDALE 
V ICTORIA

PATTERSON 
RUSSELL 
RALPH TALBOT 
C RAVEN

On Patrol

At Sydney

WESTRALIA (On Reserve)

(ii) Enemy Forces: (Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-Solomons)

CinC Combined Fleet
CinQ 2nd Fleet (Striking Force)
CinC 4th Fleet (iiandates Fleet)
CinC 6th Fleet (Submarines)
3-4 Battleships (B5) YAM  TO

MUSASHI 
MUTSU 

NAG A TO
2 Aircraft Carriers (CV) HOSHO

ZU1KAKU )
1 Converted k/C Carrier (XCV) ZUIHO ) Poss* ^ p i re Patera
2 Auxiliary A/C Carriers (ACV) U NYO

9  RYUHO



6 heavy cruia ers (CA ) ATAGO
TAKAO
A OB A
haotjro
irTTfif A VAL* UiJXXi.
3UZUYA

5 light cruisers (CL) JINTSU
SENDAI
KATORI
KASHIMA
NAGARA

2 or 3 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
Approx 25-30 Submarines (3 s)
Approx 30 Destroyers (DD)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS) C EIT03E

AKIT3USHIKA
5-6 Converted S/p Tenders (XCV3)
Several Submarine Tenders
Approx 50 Merchant Ships (over 3 ,000  tons)
Minelayers, Minesweepers, Sub.Chasers, M'TB1
Approx 465 shore-based aircraft incl. 203 F

51 p /p , 17 Obsn. or transport aircr.

WESTERN SECTION

(i) Allied Forces?

6 ” Cruiser ADELAIDE
Flotilla Leader TROMP
Armed Merchant Cruiser KAKTMBLA
Deatroyers TJERK HIDDES

VAN GALEN
s/ p Tenders HERON

W .B .PRESTON
CHILDS

Submarine Tender PELIAS
Submarines CAR )

GRAYLING )
GRENADIER )
GUDGEON )
TAMBOR )
TAUTOG )
TROUT )
THRESHER )
K.12 )

Oiler IURUMBA

Hoa-6i x ectxve

MOCAMI (Del.sunk 1 4 /l l ) 
MYOKO (poss. sunk 13-14^11

On Patrol

At premantle

EAST INDIES - PHILIPPINES AREA

(i) Allied Forces:

7 submarines on patrol stations in China Sea or NEI area (3ee above)

(11) Enemy Forces:

C 's in C 1st, 2nd and 3rd Southwest Expeditionary Fleets 
1 heavy cruiser (CA) A SB IDA HA
6 light cruisers (CL) KASHII NATORI (damaged a / l )

KOMA
ISUZU
01
KITAGAMI

1 Armed Merchant Cruiser (XCL)
Approx 16 destroyers (DD)
Approx 7 submarines (S3)
1 Seaplane Carrier (CVS) MOTORO
Approx 216 shore-based aircraft Incl. 93 F, 78 K/B, 3 F/B, 26 f / p ,

16 transport aircraft.

- 2 -



B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA Effective Non-effective

Battle ships

Aircraft Carriers 

Converted A/0  Carriers 

8 ” Cruisers

6 ” Cruisers

C.

5 ” Cruisers 

Destro;yBrs

CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA 

Battleships

Converted a / c Carrier 
Auxiliary a / c Carriers

8 ” Cruisers

(i) Allied Forces?

I M A M  
YASHINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MARYLAND 
COLORADO 
ENTERPRISE 
SARATOGA 
CHENANGO 
SANGAMON 
LOUISVILLE 
SAN FRANC I SC 0 
WICHITA 
HONOLULU 

HELENA 
ST.LOUIS 
COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MONTPELLIER 
DENVER 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN JUAN 
50 (approx)

( i ) Allied Forces:

NORTH CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
NEW MEXICO
NEVADA
LONG ISLAND
NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAHEE
SALT LAKE C ITY
unss Orleans

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

MINNEAPOLIS 
PENSACOLA
I ORTLAJSD

(ii) Enemy Forces:
CinC 1st Fleet
CinC 3rd Fleet (Aircraft Carriers)
6-7 Battleships (BB) I3E

PUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA
HARUNA
KONGO

1 Aircraft Carrier (CV) SKOKAKU
2 Converted A/c Carriers (XCV) HAYATAKA

HITAKA
2 Auxiliary A/c Carrl ess (ACV) OTAKA

CHUYO
4 heavy cruisers (CA) TONE

TIKUMA 
CHOKAI 
1 unknown

1 light cruiser (CL) ABUKUMA
2 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL)
2 Seaplane Carriers (CVS) NISSHIN

KAMO I
1-2 Conwrted S/p Tenders (XCVS)
6 Old A m o v ed  Cruisers (OCA)
Approx 20 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 30 Submarines (SS)

(Salpan-Bon ins-Formose-Japan)

- 3



A-;FA Effective Non-effective

■ (1) Allied Forces:

8 ” Cruiser INDIAHA POLI S
6# Cruisers DETROIT

10 Destroyers 
10 Submarines

RALEIGH

CinC 5th Fleet
1 heavy cruiser (CA) NACHI
2 light cruisers (CL) TAMA

KI50
1 or 2 Artaed Merchant Cruisers (XCL) 
Approx 4 Destroyers (DD)
Approx 10 Submarines (SS)

i. SOUTHS A STERN PACIFIC AREA

(1) Allied Forces;

6 W Cruisers CONCORD
TRENTON 
RICHMOND

(i i )  Enemy Forces: (N.Honshu-KUrlies-Aleutians)

INDIAN OCEAN AREA

(1) Allied Forces

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier *
Seaplane Carrier 
8 tt Cruiser 
7 ,5 "  Cruisers

6 ” Cruisers

Armed Merchant Cruisers

Approx 27 Destroyers

WARSPITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE
ILL U ST I CC OUS
ALBATROSS
DEVONSHIRE
HAWKINS
FROBISHER
MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
BIRMINGHAM
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
ARETHUSA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE
CHIT RAL
RAN PURA
RANCIH
WORCESTERSHIRE

No recent intelligence.
Present location uncertain.

Approx 9 Submarines
If Note:

(i i )  Erie; y Forces;

DURBAN
CARADOC

Approx 3 Submarines
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D . ‘ NORTHERN PACIFIC AREA

8 n Ciu iser
6" erasers

10 Destroyers
10 Submarines

CinC 5th. Fleet
2 light cruisers (CL)

Non-effective

( i ) Allied Forces:

INDIANAPOLIS
DETROIT
RALEIGH

Effective

(ii) Enemy forces: (N.Honshu-Kuriles-Aleutians)

KISO

E.

2-3 Armed Merchant Cruisers (XCL,)
Approx 4 Destroy rs (DD)
Approx 7 Submarines (S3)

SOUTHEASTKttK PACIFIC AREA

(!) Allied Forces:

6 " Cruisers

INDIAN OCEAN AREA 

Battleships

Aircraft Carrier 
Seaplane Carrier 
8 " Cruisers

7 .5 ” Cruisers

6 " Cruisers

CCMCO-tD
TRENTCR
RICHMOND

( i ) Allied Forces:

Armed Merchant Cruisers

A.A. Ship
Approx 27 Destroyers 
Approx 9 Submarines

Approx 3 SUbrtarines

WARSPITE 
RESOLUTION

*  RAM ILL IE S 
REVENGE

x  ROYAL SOVEREIGN 
n  ILLUSTRIOUS 

ALBATROSS 
DEVONSHIRE 

3* GEORG I OS AVEROFF (Greek) 
HASKINS 
FROBISHER
MAURITIUS *  GLASGOW
GAMBIA *  EMERiLD
BIRMINGHAM *  DANAS
ENTERPRISE DURBAN
IIVERPOOL CARADOC
AftETKUSA 
CERES 
DAI NTLESS

*  DRAGON 
CAPETOWN

w CALEDON
*  SUMATRA (Dutch)

ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE

»  C ORT’U 
CHITRAL 
KANPURA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE 

36 CARLISLE

Note: No recent intelligence. Present 
location uneerted. n*

( i i ) Enemy Forces:

- 4 -


	01-03-1943
	02-03-1943
	03-03-1943
	04-03-1943
	05-03-1943
	06-03-1943
	07-03-1943
	08-03-1943
	09-03-1943
	10-03-1943
	11-03-1943
	12-03-1943
	13-03-1943
	14-03-1943
	15-03-1943
	16-03-1943
	17-03-1943
	18-03-1943
	19-03-1943
	20-03-1943
	21-03-1943
	22-03-1943
	23-03-1943
	24-03-1943
	25-03-1943
	26-03-1943
	27-03-1943
	28-03-1943
	29-03-1943
	30-03-1943
	31-03-1943

