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P A R T  I.

SOUTH TOST PACIFIC AREA 

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/l*

(1) "BAGLEY" escorting "WILLARD A.HOLBROOK” from HV to Brisbane.
(2) "BUNBURY" escorting "VAN SWOLL" departed Milne Bay 0538/30 for

Port Moresby, was due 0830/1.
(3) "Stii.iNER" "SC.744" "SC .749" on survey duty vicinity Deboyoe Is.
(4) "GYMPIE" escorting "BONTEKOE" departed Milne Bay 0917/28 for

Townsville was due 0700/l May.
(5) "VENDETTA" escorting "TAROONA" departed Milne Bay 0516/29 for

Townsville ETA 0600/l May,
(6) •BROOME" escorting "VAN HEUTSZ" was to depart Milne Bay 0600/1

fofc Townsville.
(7) "GEELONG" escorting Convoy TS24 ("ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" "PORTMAR"

"VAN OUTHOORN") from !>eroy Islands to Brisbane ETA 
Caloundra 1900/2.

(8) "DUNGAREE" southbound ETA Caloundra 0700/5 ETA Sydney 1000/8.
(9) SC.738 escorting Convoy TK82 ("KURUMBA") departed Townsville

2200/28 for PortMoresby ETA 0800A  May.
(10) "ECHUCA" escorting Convoy TN83 ("VAN SPILBERGEN") from Pitzroy

Islsnd to Port Moresby ETA 1600/2.
(11) "TULSA" towing 2 FT*s departed Cairns 0900/27 for Milne Bay.
(12) "SC .745" departed Townsville 0430/29 for M in e  Bay ETA 1900/l foay.
(13) "WARREGO" departed Townsville 0426/1 for Cairns ETA 1730/1.
(14) " JENKINS" escorting "PRESIDENT MONROE" was to depart Brisbane

1200/l. To pass through position 26o40fS 157°32fE.
(15) 7 submarines on patrol.

(5) In Harbour:

Oro Bay

Milne Bay

Port Moresby

Thursday Is, 
Cairns

Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels: 
Warships & Aux. ~

Merchant Vessels: 
dmall Craft 
Warships k Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels: 
ana11 Craft 
Warships & Aux. - 
Warships & Aux. -

Palm Island - Warships & Aux,

"GLENELG"
"PATRAS"
"BOWEN" "WHYALLA" "SIOSPPARTON"
SC.750 YP.291 YKS.49 YMS.50 
"HILO" 15 PT*s 

"THEDENS"
Approx 50
HDML.1074 HDML.1161

"HENRY DEARBORN" "HENRY D.THOREAU" 
App’ OX 20

"CA3TLEMAINE" YP.280 YMS.9 6 PTs
"SWAN" "KAPUNDA" "PLATYPUS"
2 PT*s refitting

"AUSTRALIA" "HOBART" "SELFRIDGE" 
"HELM" "HENLEY" "MUGFORD"
"RALPH TALBOT"
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Townsville -Warships & Aux. - PC.1121 3C.747 11 YUM AN" (ASIS)
* % \  Maryborough - Warships & Aux, - "PIHIE* "ROCKHAMPTON"

Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "LITHGOW" "GOULBURN* "PULTON*
"POYABG* (ASIS) "MERKUR* "AASE HAERSK" YP.233 
TOSS.10 YM S.U  YMS.45 YM3.47 YMS.48 YMS.51 
YKS.52 YHS.53 YMS.71 SC.740 SC.746 SC.748 
PC#1119 ’/D O .2 LST.452 5 LCIs ML.424 ML.425 
ML.817

(Repairing, Trials etc .) - "WARRAMTJNGA" "ARUNTA" "FREMANTLE*
"WAGGA" "KATOOMBA" ’’VICTORIA"

(°)  Proposed Movements*

(1) "SELFRIDGE* to RV off Dent Island Light at 1700/1 May with
Convoy TS25 ("BALIKPAPAN" "MILDURA") which departed 
Townsville 2313/30 ETA Caloundra 0«00/4»

(2) "GOULBURN" "LITHGOW" ML.817 escorting Convoy BT56 ( "MAETSUYCHER*
"30TH" "ASPA3IA NOMIKOS* "BARIUBA""' "BMtDROSS") to 
depart Caloundra 1900/1.

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Kolombangara - The Vila bivouac area was attacked 1125/30
Dy 9 dive-bombers, 4 Aircobras escorted by 28 Wildcats.

(2) Rekata Bay - Two floatplanes landed at Rekata Bay 1950/29.
Four Corsairs strafed ths camp area at 1710/30. No floatplanes

(1) Kolomban&ara - The Vila bivouac area was attacked 1125/30
‘"by’i r afve-
?kata Bay - 
Four Coraa 
were seen*

(3) Shortlands - Kahili revetments and bivouac area were bombed
$424-6510/30 by 5 Portresses, One large fire was started#

(4) Xleta - Buildings and camp area were attacked 1845/29 by six
t, iterator s . One enemy fighter was seen but no interception 
was made*

(5) Numa Numa - The area was bombed and strafed 1845/29 by one
Liberator.

KftTleag - Photographs 1200/30 show 3 coasters, one merchant 
vessel (1000 tons), one probable merchant vessel (1000 tons) 
in Xavieng Harbour* Also a convoy of coasters utsx or sea-trucks 
in the vicinity of Steffan Strait. The visual report gave 11 
such small vessels in the convoy moving south through Steffan 
Strait but after passing through the Strait the course could 
not be determined.

Two known wrecks are visible in the photos of Silver 
Sound but the location of the heavy cruiser "AOBA* was not 
covered*

Distant and blurred photos of Kavieng aerodrome show 
10 medium bombers and 2 fighters in revetments. One additional 
fighter was encountered by the aircraft over Steffan Strait,

(7) Rabaul - Photographs 1000/30 show -
Rabaul Harbour - 1 light cruiser similar to "YUBARI"

6 subaarines (1 large, 2 median, 3 small)
1 submarine tender 

1 destroyer tender
1 converted s/? tender
1 minelayer
5 submarine chasers 

25 merchant vessels totalling 155,000 tons
_____  including 1 tanker of "SHIRETOKO* class

Total 41 vessels
Another destroyer tender is possibly present 
though partially obscured by cloud*

Lakunai aerodrome - 22 fighters, 4 medium bombers, 12 probable
light bombers. Greater portion of aerodrome 
was obscured.

Vunakanau aerodrome- At least 16 fighters 11 probable light
bombers, 2 medium bombers. Only a small 
portion of aerodrome visible.

(8) Cape Gloucester - Reconnaissance 1410/30 sighted 6 medium bombers
on the aerodrome. A possible new strip wa* reported S.E. of 
the existing strip.

Photos confirm 6 camouflaged unidentified type aircraft*
C9) Mubo - Ground installations at Greens Hill were bombed and strafed 

by 6 Bostons at about 1030/30.



NORTH WESTERN AREA

(a) Az Sea to 1200/l:

(1) "WILCASNIA" *GUN3ARn escorting Convoy TD19 ( " JAME.3 COOK"
"TAKBAR'* "ALAGNA") departed Jar win 0648/30 for 
Thursday Island ETA 0430/5.

(2) 5 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour?

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - " INVERELL" "LATROEE8’ ML.815 
Merchant Vessels: "ISLANDER" "MATTHEW FLINDERS"

"YARRA"

(li ) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Darwin - An enemy reconnaissance aircraft was over the Darwin
area between 0950 and 1100/29.

An unidentified aircraft was again over Darwin area 
shortly after noon 30 /4 ,

(2) Ambon - Photos taken during the attack by Liberators 0830/29
show 12 twin-engined aircraft including one damaged and 
£ fighters on Laha aerodrome, It i3 presumed that the 
12-15 fighters which intercepted the Liberators had already 
taken off, Four floatplanes are visible at Halong,

The old Laha runway is probably serviceable for
4,000 ft . There are 34 inserts but apparently no revetments

(i) ALLIED FORCES

SOUTH #53T£RK AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 1200/l:

(1) " C HA NTI € LEER " "30.739" c’SC. 751" were to depart Adelaide a.m.
i/o  for Fremantle.

(2) "YP.28851 departed Fremantle 1900/29 for Exmouth Gulf ETA 3 /5 ,

(b ) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warahios & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "VAN HEB3SSKEHX1*
"TROMP" "TJERK HIDDSS" "W.B, PRESTON" ^PSLIAS 
"ISABEL" "HORSHAM* "DUBBO" "WALLAROO1 "OTUS" 
"CHILDS" "LARK" "GOLD STAR" YP.286 'TRINITY 

Exmouth Gulf - Warahios & Aux. - "HERON" "WHIPPOORWILL5’ K.12

EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(!) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 00A ?

(1) "WARBNAMBOOL" "MORESBY" departed Sydney 0240/1 to RV with
"BINGEEA" escorting Newcastle section Convoy C092 
off Nobby’s Head. 'BALLAHAT" to depart Sydney 
1530/l with Sydney section and RV with Newcastle 
section off Sydney,

(2) "MILDURA" "TOfNSVILLE" departed Sydney 1116/29 lo RV with
5 L8T*s en route Wellington to Sydney in position 
35°25J3 158°H and escort to Sydney.

(3) AM,62 escorting LST.453 LST.454 departed Noumea 0800/28 for
Sydney. "LE TRIOMPHANT" departed Sydney 0325/30 to 
RV in position 29°21*S 153°l9*E at lOOO/l and relieve 
AM,62 and escort to Sydney >£TA 1200/3*

(4) "DOOMBA” departed Pert Melbourne 0359/30 to HV with "MERION"
vicinity Wilson’ s Promontory and escort to Melbourne,
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k (5) ML.427 departed Sydney 0930/28 for Brisbane,
H 6 )  "DELORAINE" "YANDRA® "BENDIGO" "KALGOORLIE" *'aaS,70" escorting 

Convoy GP49 { 11 MV) were to depart 3ydney 090©/l,
ETA Caloundra 0930/4,

(
(b) In Harbours

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - ’’STUART" "COLIC" "BUNDABERG"
"H.T,ALLEN* "KYBRA" "GLADSTONE" SC,741 12 LGI 
"WANGANELLA" {Hospital Ship) ML,428 ML*429 
ML,818

(Repairing) "PATTERSON* "FLETCHER" "NICHOLAS" "NEPAL"
"VAN GALEN" "CHEVREUIL" "ALHENA" "WHITNEY" 
"MANUNDA" (Hospital Ship)

(On Reserve) "WESfRALIA8 "KANIMBLA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "MANOORA" "ATREUS" "ALSEY"

"ABRAHAM CSIJNSSEN*
(Refitting) "QUI8ER0N"

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(!)  ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - ENTERPRISE (CV) HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS

NASHVILLE LEANDER SAN DIEGO (CL) LANSDOWNE STRONG 
RUSSELL 0 J 3ANN0N RADFORD MAURY HOPKINS WARD LARDNER 
FARES HOLT MoCALLA (DD) TREVER (IK) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) 
ATHENE ;A?V) THORNTON (AVD) HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) HANLEY (APD 
DIXIE (AD) PIRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) ALCHIBA ALGORAB 
CELENO (AX) NEOSHO 3A3IHE PLATTE PATUXENT TAPPAHANNOCK 
WHIPSTOCK (AO) CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY WOODWORTH DRAYTON PERKINS CONYNGHAM 
SjIITH MoCALL FANNING CASE CRAVEN LAM SON (DD)
ENGADINE {AFV) PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONSE (AG) MoCAWLEY (AP) 
KAJABA MERCURY TALAHANCA CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) 
TRYDN (APR) P3C0S SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER 
ADROIT (AM) PAWNEE (AT) HOLLY (YN) S.31 (3S) ARD.2 
KIWI (A/S Vessel) SC.513

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Saaoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (AP) SAMOA (AM)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN NIAGARA (PS) BOBOLINK RAIL

VIREO (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) ORTOLAN (ASR 
MENOMINEE (AT) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)
ERSKIHE PHELPS (AO)

(7) AH Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (B3) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SANGAMON SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON 
WALLER PHILIP REN SHAW LANG WILSON CONY CONWAY (DD) 
BALLARD (AV) LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE NSSCSES (AO) ROAMER 
PC.476 PC,479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(8) At Nandi - C01ASEE (ACV)
(9) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) PINCKNEY (AK) SCLACE (AH)

(10) n  Wellington - TAYLOR (DD) TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) MOUNT VERNON 
ORESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

(il) ENEMY FORGES

(1) Gilberts Area - Phosphate industrial Installations on Nauru 
were attached shortly before noon 2L/4 by 22 Liberators . 
Extensive damage was inflicted. Enemy fighters were 
encountered* 5 Zero's were shot down and 7 possibly destroyed, 

Washington announces that on Friday 25/4, army bombers 
attacked Tarawa in the Gilberts. Other sources state that 
Liberators Inflicted severe damage to the aerodrome area at 
Tarawa.

It is thought that Tarawa was the base from which e nemy 
bombers conducted the previously reported attack on Funafuti 
before dawn 23/4 ,



(2) Tonga Group - An unsuccessful /torpedo attack was reported
by an allied vessel at 1744/30 in position 18°34 'S  176°21»W 
(approx 135 miles W. of Vavau Is .)

Aleutians - Washington announces that asu24/4 U .S . surface 
units Bombarded Japanese positions at Holtz Bay and 
Chichagof Harbour on Attu Island. Ho further details 
have been announced.

(1) strong consolidation advanced positions S.W .P.A .
particularly Central and northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea - S.W. coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Increased submarine activity including transportation,
reconnaissance and offensive operations, In all 
theatres.

NAVAL INCIDENTS

ENEMY’S PROBABLE NEXT MOTEan

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C . 
O .H .Q ., S .//.C TT

1/ 5/43



DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART II  

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE 

1* SOUTHWEST & SOUTH PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES

MOST SECRET 

30/4/43

ENEMY FORCES

South West Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South Paoiflc Truk-Jaluit-Bi smarcka« 

Solomons

BB

#
XCV

ACV

CA

CL

XCL

DD

AUSTRALIA

HOBART

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA

CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWAMEE

x
X
X

X
X

PHOENIX
HONOLULU
HELENA
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENV3R
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN

ARUNTA 
WARRAMUNGA 
LE TRIOMPHANT 
SELFRIDGE 
PATTERSON 
HELM 
HENLEY 
3AGLEY 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
RALPH TALBOT 
VAtfBALEN 
QUIBERON 
NEPAL 
MUGFORD 
NICHOLAS 
FLETCHER 
JENKINS

x Non-effective -

Approx 45

YAMATO (poss, Bnpire )
MUSASHI
MUTSU
KONGO
HARUNA
NAGATO

ZUIKAKU

HITAKA
HAYATAKA
ZUIHO

CHUYO
UNYO

ATAGO 
TAKAO 
CHOKAI 
HAGURO 
KUMANO 
SUZUYA 
TONE 
TIKUMA 

X A OB A

AGANO
JINTSU
SENDAI
KATORI
KASHIMA
NAGARA
ISUZU
KTNU
KUMA

Approx 40

1 -



South West Pacific 
(Baatern Section) SOUTH Pacific Truk- Jaluit-Bismarcka • 

Solomona

SS GREENLING )
GROWLER )

S .31

GUARDFISH ) At Brlsban«
TUNA 

ALBACORE )

)

DRUM )
GATO )
GRAYBACK ) On Patrol
GROUPER )
PETO )
SCAMP )

IT* 9 At Sydney

AV/CVS

XAV/XCV3

25

APA/APD/AKA H.T.ALLEN
MANOORA 

X WESTRALIA 
x KANIM3LA

AS or XAS 

AD

AR

FULTON

DOBBH 
*  WHITNEY

AIRCRAFT (N.E.Area Only)

Fightera 
M/Bombera 
SE/Bombera 
Flying Boats
S^>atplanea
• n ilaport A/c

CURTISS
TANGIER

Approx 30

10 APA 
15 APD 

6 AKA

DIXIE

PROMETHEUS
VESTAL
RIGEL

Approx 30

CHITOSE
AKITSUSHIMA

3

?

3 or more 

?

246
101
16
15
52
23

3i Non-effective



f

I
2. CENTRAL PACIFIC

v a l l ie d  forces ENEMY FORCES (Kmr ^ a \

BB

•

NORTH CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA 

X  WEST VIRGINIA 
*  CALIFORNIA 
x TENNESSEE

ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA

CV VICTORIOUS x SHOKAKU
HOSHC (Training Ship)

XCV LONG ISLAND RYUHO

ACV NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAHEE

x OTAKA

CA

•

LOUISVILLE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA 
SALT LAKE CITY 
HEW ORLEANS 

x MINNEAPOLIS 
x PENSACOLA 
x PORTLAND 
x INDIANAPOLIS

NACHI
1 unidentified 

x ASHIGARA

OCA - 3 - 6

CL RICHMOND
RALEIGH
DETROIT

ABUKUMA

XCL - 2

AV/CVS ? NISSHIN

XAV/XCVS 2 3

DD 20 approx approx 16

♦
40 appro x approx 20

3. NORTHERN PACIFIC

CA - m

CL CONCORD 
TRENTON '

KISO

XCL m 2

DD 10 approx 4

10 approx 10

*  Non-effective



4 . EAST INDIES - INDIAN OCEAN 

4t r*AlgP PORCBS ENEMY FORCES

BB

« r

cv

CA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

DD

SS

South West pacific 
(Western Section)

Eastern Fleet Area East Indies-Philippines

AS or XAS 

AIRCRAFT

ADELAIDE
VAN EEEMSKERK

CHILDS
HERON
W.B.PRESTON 

TROMP
TJERK HIDDES

WARSPITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

4 ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX
DEVONSHIRE
HAWKINS
FROBISHER

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
KENYA
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
AHETHUSA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
CARADOC

ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE.
CHITRAL
RANPURA
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE 

ALBA-ffiOSS

Approx 27

9GAR )
GRENADIER )
GUDGEON )On Patrol
THRESHER )
TROUT )

K .12 At Exmouth Gulf

GRACING )
TAMBOR ) At Fremantle 
TAUIOG )

P3LIAS ?

(N.rf.Area Only)

»

Fiahtera 
M/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 

ranaport a/c

No recent intelligence. 
Present location uncertain.

KASHII
01
KITAGAMI 

*  NATORI

KAMOI 
*  NOTORO

Approx 12 

10

108
74
3

30
22

*  Non-effective



British —  MOST SECRET U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre
D A I L Y  N A V A L  S U M M A R Y

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 
Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 406 Date: 2nd  M ay, 1 9 4 3 .

P A R T  I .gBBft̂ '̂̂ agsaasaagggagss
* SOUTH VOS ST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED PORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/2 .

(1) ”EAGLEf* escorting "WILLARD A.HOLBROOK” from RV to Brisbane.
(2) "KURUMBA" ETA Milne Bay 1300/3.
(3) ”S .C .744” departed Milne Bay 1223/1 en route Brisbane.

ETA 0900/9.
(4) "BCBFElf" escorting "VAN BEUTSZ" departed Milne Bay 0802/1 for

Townsville.
(5) "JENKINS" escorting "PRESIDENT MONHOE" departed Brisbane

0907/1. "JENKINS” to part company so as to arrive 
Noumea a.m. 4 /5 .

(6) "GEELONG” escorting Convoy TS24 "ADL1IRJL HALSTEAD" "PORTMAR"
“VAN 0UTH0"6RNn) from Percy Islands to Brisbane ETA 
Caloundra 1900/2.

(7) "BUNGAREE" southbound ETA Caloundra 0700/5 ETA Sydney 1000/8.
(8) "SELFRIDGE" escorting Convoy TS25 "BALHPARAN" "MILDURA") from

Dent Island. ETA Caloundra 0900/4. "SELFRIDGE" to 
proceed Sydney.

(9) "GYMPIE" escorting "T .S .26 " departed Townsville 1750/l.
ETA Brisbane 0900/5.

(10) "GOULBURN” , "LITHGOW, "M*L.817" escorting Convoy BT56
(”MAETSUYCKER",”BOTH” ”a s p a s ia " "NOMIKOS^BARALABA") 
departed Caloundra 1901/1. "GOULBURN” ani "LITHGOW” 
to part company at Percy Island and return Brisbane. 
"M .L.817" to proceed Townsville In tow of ”B0TH".

(11) "BUNBURY” escorting "N .T .12* ("HENRY DEARBORN and "HENRY D .
THOREAU") was to depart Port Moresby 1700/2. ETA 
Townsville 0200/5.

(12) "TULSA” towing 2 P.T.Boats, YMS 49 with 2 P.T.Boats and YMS 50
with 2 P.T.Boats, departed Milne Bay 0959/1 en route 
Port Moresby.

(13) "ECHUCA” escorting Convoy TN83 "VAN SPILBKRGEN") from Fltzroy
Island to"'Port Moresby ETA 1600/2.

(14) ”S.C*745" departed Townsville 0430/29 for Milne Bay ETA 1900/1
May,

(15) 7 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Barbour

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. - "GLENELG"
Merchant Vessel si "PATRAS".

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "BROOME", "WHYALLA” "SHEPPARTON”
"POLARIS", "SUMNER” S .C .750 Y .P .291  
"HILO" 9 PT's.

Merchant VesaaLs: "THEDENS" "JAPARA”
Small Craft - Approx. 50.



Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - hQKL.1074 KDML.1161 SC.738.
Small Craft - Approx. 20 

Thursday Is. - Warships k Aux. - "G AS TLE MAINE" YP.280 YMS.9
6 PTs.

Cairns - Warships & Aux. - "SJfAN" "KA? UNDA" "PLATYPUS"
"WARREGO" 2 PTs refitting.

Palm Island - Warships &  Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "HOBART" "HELM”
"EENLEY" "MUGFORD" "RALFR TALBOT".

Townsville - Warships & Aux. "VENDETTA*1 PC.112L SC .747
"YUNNAN" (ASIS) ML•814.

Maryborough - Warships & Aux. - "PIR3En "ROCKHAMPTON"
Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - "LITHGOW" "GOULBURN* "FULTON"

"POYANG" (ASIS) "MERBBR" "AASE MAERSK"
YP.233 YMS.1C YMS.11 YMS,46 YMS.47 
YMS,48 YMS.51 YMS.52 YMS.53 YMS*71 
SC,740 SC.746 SC.748 PC.1119 YDG.2 
LST.452 5 LCIs ML.424 ML.425 ML,817 

(repairing. Trials etc. - "WAERAtfUNGA" "ARCNT A "
"PRSMAFTLE1* "WAGGA" "KATOOMBA" 
"VICTORIA*

(o) Proposed Movements;

(1) P .C .1121 escorting Convoy TN.84 "YOCHCNf" and "WEST CACTUS")
ETD Townsville 1500/2. ETA Milne Bay 1400/5.

(2) "SWAN" to rendezvous with "TiROONA" and escort to Milne Bay.
Convoy ETD 2100/2, ETA Milne Bay 1900/4 .

<ii) ENEMY FORCES

New Georgia - 4 Barges put into Ugeli (N.E. Rendova Island) 
at about 2100/29, apparently having come from Viru.
After some difficulty the barges contacted the Japanese 
at Ugeli, and returned eastwards, probably to Viru, after 
1900/30,

At approximately midnight 29»3o/4, 2 cargo 
£iips,with an escort vessel, arrived at Vila Plantation 
from the west, returning via the same route 3§ hours later. 
Another small vessel, (steamer with funnel aft) was seen 
heading for Vila at o400/S0.

At 1840/1, 6 barges were seen going from Ringl 
Cove towards Vila.

(2) Buka - Enemy parties of 30-5o each are reported So/4 at
Tarlena )
Chabai, and ) all on coast of
Porton Plantation ) Mat chin Bay,

Congrawan - north shore of mainland, 7 miles 
from Buka Passage.

These posts are apparently additional to the party at 
Tinputz and other known locations. The total number of 
Japanese in the Buka passage area is reported by local 
sources to be about 3,000.

The same sources report 30/4 that, apart from 
one small cargo vessel which arrived at Buka in March, no 
large vessels have been there during the past 3 months.

An observation post with w/T~has been estab­
lished at Carola Harbour (N.W. coast Buka Island).

Rakatil - Photographs of shipping in the Harbour 14-20/1 show 
little change from the previous day - thusi-

1 light cruiser similar to YUBARI.
1 old type destroyer,
4 or 5 submarines.
1 probable converted submarine fcenfier
1 submarine tender
2 destroyer tenders
2 sub-chasers.
1 Hospital ship 10,000 ton3 .

28 merchant vessels totalling 142,000 tons, including 
a probable 14,000 ton tanker.

Total 42.

-2-



The total of merchant shipping has apparently re­
mained approximately constant since about the middle of 
April. At the end of March, 38 merchant vessels totalling
200,000 tons were present, and on 11 February - just after 
the evacuation of Guadalcanal, there were 61 merchant 
vessels, including 2 tankers, totalling just over 300,000 
tons.

Photographs l /5  of Rabaul aerodrome were incomplete,

(4)Cane Gloucester - Photographs l /5  show that the new strip 
s .E . of the existing runway is in process of being burnt 
off.

(5) Wewak - Reconnaissance 0815/1 reported 5 cargo vessels,
each 6-8000 tons, in Wewak Harbour with 2 or 3 small 
boats nearby. One destroyer and 1 light cruiseoc were 
sighted to the N«E, outside the harbour.

No photographic report is yet to hand, but the above 
indicates the arrival of a new convoy into the area.

(6) Mubo - The enemy defence position jr mile S.W. Koraiatum was
sTEtacked during the night 27-28/4. Eight Japanese were 
killed, but our patrol withdrew i  mile to the N,W, on 29/4 .

Enemy positions on Green's Hill were attacked 1030/1 by
7 Bostons,

(7) Brisbane - A possible enemy submarine was seen by an air-
craft approximately 170 miles E« by N* of Brisbane at 
211l/l (in Naval Incidents).

. NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/2

(1) "WILCANNIA* bGUNBARm escorting Convoy Tdl9 "JAMES COOK"
,fTAMBARtt "ALAGNA” ) departed'D&rwln 0648/30 for 
Thursday Island ETA Q430/5.

(2) 5 submarines on patrol,

(b) In Harbour

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - HINVERELLif "LATROBE" ML.815
Merchant Vessels: "ISLANDER” "MATTHEW FLINDERS"

"YARRA".

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) N, Co^st D ^ c h  New Guinea - Reconnaissance 1310/1 sighted
a 4-5000 ton vessel in Manokwari Harbour. Activity was 
noticeable at Manokwari.

The same reconnaissance sighted a large ship at 
a wharf at Waren (45 miles S. of M® okwari).

(2) S. Coast Dutch New Guinea - Reconnaissance l /5  sighted no
shipping along the Kaukanau coastal area, but 3 barges 
were seen near Cape Bitsjaroe in Kaimana Bay.

(3) Banda-Arafura Sea - Reconnaissance 1345/1 sighted 3 ships
including 2 1000 ton merchan t vessels and a motor patrol 
craft approximately 25 miles N .N.E, of Toeal, course 180°.

Another reconnaissance at 14 55/1 sighted 5 
ships including 1 2,000 ton vessel, 1 700 ton vessel, 2 
smaller vessels and 1 barge, approximately 30 miles N.N.W, 
of Toeal, course 200°.

It is not clear as yet whether there were one 
or two gr oups of shipping a pp? oaching Toeal from the N,

(4) Soembawa - Reconnaissance of Bima at lOOC/l reported the
aerodrome serviceable, with runway lengthened and 
apparently surfaced. Six to 8 Zeros intercepted the 
Liberator over Bima, and 3 are claimed to have been shot 
down.



SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(a) At Sea to 1200/2;

(1) "CHANTICLEER" "SC .739* "30 .751” departed Adelaide a.m,
l /s  for Fremantle. ETA. 0700/6.

(2) "YP.288” departed Fremantle 1900/29 for Exmouth Gulf
ETA 5/S .

(b) In Harbour

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - wADELAIDE" "VAN HEEMSEE RKtt
"’THOMP” "TJERK HIDDBS" "W.B.PRE3T0N" 
"PELIAS" "ISABEL” "HORSHAM" "DU3B0" 
"WALLAROO” "OTUS5* "CHILDS" "LARK” "GOLD 
STAR" YP.286 "TRINITY"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "HERON" "WHIPPOORWILL" K12

(i) ALLIED FORCES

EASTERN £ SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORGES

(*) At Sea to 12oo/2.
: , : t •••

(1) "BALLARAT" "3UNDA33KG" "WARR3AMS00L" "MORESBY1' and "3INGERA"
escorting C .0 .92  departed Sydney 1515/1*

(2) "MILDURA" "TOBHSVILIE9 escorting 5 LSTs were du® Sydney
1100/ 2 . .

(3) AM.62 escorting L3T.453 LST.454 departed Noumea 0800/28
for Sydney. "LE TRIUMPHANT" departed Sydney 0325/30 to 
RV in position 29°21 ’S 153°19»E at lOOO/l and relieve 
AM.62 and escort to Sydney ETA 12C0/3.

(4) "D00M3A" departed Port Melbourne 0859/30 to RV with "KERMION
vicinity Wilson’s Promontory and escort to Melbourne*

(5) ML.427 departed Sydney 0930/28 for Brisbane.
(6) "DELORAINE” MYANDR&" BENDIGO" "KALGOOBLIE” YMS.70" escort-

ing Convoy G?49 (11 MV) departed Sydney 0859/1 ETA 
Caloundra 0936/4.

(b) In Harbour

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "STUART" "COLAC" "H.T.ALLEN”
HKYBRA "GLADSTONE" SC.741 12 LCI "WANGANELLA " 
(Hospital Ship) ML.428 ML.429 ML.818. 

(Repairing) " PATTERSON""FLETCHER" "NICHOLAS" ”NEPAL"
RSAUi’LEY" "VAN GALEN" "CHEVRSUIL" "ALHENA" 
"WHITNETa "RIGEL" "MANTJNDA" (Hospital Ship).

(On Reserve) ”WE3TRALIA" "KASIMB&A"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "MAUOORA" "ATREUS" "ALSEY”

"ABRAHAM CRIJNS3EN"
(Refitting) "Q3IBER0N"

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Gabo Island - A possible arubmarine was sighted by air- 
craft approximately 70 miles W .3.W . of Gabo Island, 
course E.



' *
S. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(1) At Vanikoro - THORNTON (AVD)
(2) At Esplritu Santo - (©V) HONOLULU HELENA ST .LOUIS

NASHVILIE LEANDER (CL) LANSDOWKE STRONG 0 1BANBON 
RADFORD MAURY HOPKINS WARD FARENHOLT McCAILA(DD) 
TREVOR (DM) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) ATHENE (APV)
MACKINAC (AVP) HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) MANLEY (APD)
DIXIE (AD) FYRO |AE) VESTAL (AR) ALCHIBA iLGORAB 
CELENO (AK) NEOSHO SABINE PLATTS PATIXENT 
TAPPAHANNOCK Ifl IPSTOCK (AO) CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Nouaea - WASHINGTON IMDIARA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA
(CV) SAN JUAN (CL) SILTY WOODWORTH C0NYNG-3AM SMITH 
MCCALL FANNING CAS CRAVEN LAMSON (DD) ENGADINE (APV) 
PROETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AG) McCAWLEY (AP) KAJ-ffiA 
m RCURY TALAMANCA CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (AH}) 
TRYON (APH) PECOS SUAMICO CIMARHO N (AO) KINFISFER 
ADROIT (AM) PAWNEE CAT) HOL2Y (YN) S .31 (SS) ARD.2 
KIWI (A/S Vessel) SC.518.

(4) At Suva - CAT ALFA )YN> SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (AP) SMOA (AM)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL

VTREO (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) ORCOLAN 
(ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS) 
ERSKINE PHELPS (AO)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB} COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SANGAMON SUWANNEE (ACV)
EATON WALLER PHILIP RENBHAW LAIC ViILSCN CONY 
CONWAY (DD) BALLARD (AV) LACKAWANNA EAFAKEE NESCHES 
(AO) ROAMER PG.476 PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(8) At Nandi - COPAHEE (ACV)
(9) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)

(10) At Wellington - TAYLOR (ED) TRACY (DM) SHSLDRAEE (AM)
MOUNT VERNON CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Tonga Group - There were indications of an enemy unit in 
position 20°S 178^9»f E. (170-230 miles W.N.W. of 
Tonga M>u) at 2004/30, a nd again at 1944/1*
This is in the same vicinity in \«hich an unsuccessful 
torpedo attack was reported on allied shipping at 
1744/30.

NAVAL INCIDENTS

Brisbane - A Catalina conducting A/S patrol for "DILLARD A. 
HOLBROOK" escorted by USS.*BAGLFsYM for Brisbane, Bighted a 
possible submarine at 2111/1 in position 26057*S. 157017’E. 
(approximately 170 miles E. by N , of Brisbane). 1!«> depth 
charges were dropped, but no further evidence of the sub­
marine has been reported.

ENEMY*S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S«W.P,A«
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - North 
coast New Guinea - S«W, coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura Sea Islands,

(2) Increased submarina activity including transoortation, re­
connaissance and offensive pperations, In all theatres*

ITOR C .O .I .C .
Q. fr.fr. S .W .P .a :  2 /6 /43 .



MOST SECRET

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY
par* a t

AILIED & ENEMY Cff BATTLE

1* SOUTHWEST k SOUTH PACIFIC

1 /5 /43

ALLIED FORCES
ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific
Tru k-Jaluit-Bismarcks- 

Solomons

BB

CV

XCV

•
ACV

eA AUSTRALIA

CL HOBART

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA

CHENANGO 
SANGM ON 
SUWANNEE

PHOENIX
HONOLliLU
HELENA
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
r?T 1A
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN

YAMAT 0 (pcb s. Empire)
MUSASHI
MUTSU
KONGO
HARtJNA
NAG A TO
ZUIKAKU

HITAKA
HAYATAKA
2UIHO

CHUYO
UNYO

ATAGO 
TAKAO 
CHOKAI 
HAGURO 

KUMANO 
SUZUYA 
TONE 
TIKUMA 

»  AOBA

AG A NO
JINTSU
SENDAI
KATORI
KASHIMA
NAGARA
ISUZU
KINU
KUMA

II
M.

X
X

Approx 45

ARUNTA 
WARRAMUNGA 
LE TRIOMPHANT 
SELFRIDGE 
PATTERSON 
HELMS 
HENLEY 
BAGLEY 
STUART '
VMDETTA
Ri, PH TPL BOT
VAN GJLEN
QJJIBERON
NEPAL
MUGFOflD
NICHOLAS
FLETCHER
JENKINS

3i Non-effective

Approx 40

— 1 ■*



South Western Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific. Truk-Jal uit-Bismarcks- 
Solomons

SS GREETING )
GROWLER J AtGUAR DFISH 5
TUNA )

ALBAGCRE )
DRUM )
GATO )
GHAYBACK » On
GROUPER
PETO )
SGAf.1P

K* 9 At Sydney

S .31 

Brisbane

Patrol

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

25

A PA/A PD/AZ& H, T*ALLEN 
MANOORA

*  WESERAHIA 
K KANIMBLA

AS or XAS FULTON

AD

AR

DOBBIN
*  WHITNEY

AIRCRAFT (N.E.Area Only)

Fighters 
M/Bombers 
SE/Bombers 
Flying Boats

t
oatplanes 
an sport a/g

CURTISS
TANGIER

Approx 30

10 APA 
15 APD 
6 AKA

DIXIE1

PROMETHEUS
VESTAL
RIGEL

Approx 30

ss zm m  chitose
AKITSU3-I IMA 

3 

?

3 or mar e 

?

246
101

16
15
52
23

*  Non-effective



2. CENTRAL PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

BB

x
X
X

CV

XCV

ACV

CA

x
-X

X
X

OCA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

NORTH CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
PENNSYLVANIA
NEVADA
WEST VIRGINIA 
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

VICTORIOUS

LONG ISLAND

NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAISE

LOUISVILLE
SAN FRANCISCO
WICHITA
SALT LAKE CITY
NEW ORLEANS
MINNEAPOLIS
PENSACOLA
PORTLAND
INDIANAPOLIS

RICHMOND
RALEIGH
DETROIT

?

?

SSJL
20 approx 

40 approx

ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
H7UGA

x SHOKAKU
HOSHO (Training Ship)

RYUHO

NA3BI
1 unidentified

x ASHIGARA

3 - 6

ABUKTJMA

2

NISailN

3

approx 16 

approx 20

CA

CL

XCL

DD

SS

3.

CONCORD
RICHMOND

10

10

NORTHERN PACIFIC

KISO

2

approx 4 

approx 10

x Non-effective



4. EAST INDIES - INDIAN OCEAN
«r .1- .

*  ALLIES FORCES ENEMY FORGES

South West Pacific 
(Western Secticn )

Eastern Fleet Area East Indies-Philippines

EARS?ITS
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

ft ILLUSTRIOUS

OTAKA

CA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

ADELAIDE 
van m m  SKERK

CHILDS
HERON
W. B. PRE.T ON

SUSSEX
DEVONSHIRE
HAWKINS
FROBISHER

MAURI TIUS
GAMBIA
KENYA
3IJTSHP RISE
LIVERPOOL
AHETHUSA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
CARADOC

ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE 

C HITRAL 
RAN PURA 
RAN C III
WORCESTERSHIRE 

A LBATHOSS

KASRII
01
KITAGAL/i I 

x NATORI

KA MO I 
X  NOTORO

DD TJERK HIDDES Approx 27 Aoprox 12
TK3MP

SS GAR ) 9 10
GRENADIER }
0UD3E0K ) On Patrol
THRESHER )

TROUT )

K.12 At E>mouth GuX

GRAYLING }
TAMBO® ) At Fremantle
TAUTQG )

AS or M S  plLIAS ? 1  

AIRCRAFT (H.^.Area Only)

Fighters 103
M/Bombers 74

«
ying Boats 3
oatplnaes 30

Transport A/C 22

fi No recent Intelligence
Present location uncertain.

x Noa»effective

- 4 -



C . 0 . I . O .

British —  MOST SECRET U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre
D A IL Y  N A V A L  S U M M A R Y

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 
Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 4 0 6  Date: 3rd May, 1943

P A R T I ,

• SOUTH JEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AliKA

(1) ALL BSD FORCES

(a) At Sea to 120p/3t

(1) "AUSTRALIA” "RALPH TALBOT" departed Palm Island 2359/2 for 
Brisbane ETA 1130/4.

(2) "SELFRIDGE" escorting Convoy TS25 ( "BALIKPAPAN" MMILDURA") from 
Dent Island to Caloundra ETA 0900/4. "SELFRIDGE" to 
proceed Sydney. ~—

(3) "GLENELG" escorting "PATRAS" en route Milne Bay from Oro Bay.
(4) "SHEPPARTON" " OLARIS” departed Milne Bay 1712/1 for surveying 

ground.
( 5) "SC .750" escorting "THEDENS* departed M ine  Bay 0614/2 for 

Port Moresby, was due 1200/3.
(6) "SC .738" escorting "KURUMBA" departed Port Moresby 1233/2 for 

Milne Bay,
(7) "TULSA" towing 2 PT*s, YMS.49 with 2 PT*s and YMS.50 with 2 PT*s 

departed Milne Bay 0959/1 en route Port Moresby.
(8) "YMS.9" departed Thursday Island. 1350/2 for Meraike, was due 

1200/3.
(9) "YP.291" deoarted Milne Bay 1712/1 for Cairns ETA 1600/3.

(10) "BUNBURY" escorting Convoy NT12 ("HESS? D.TBOREAU" "HENRY DEARBORN") 
departed Port Moresby 1700/2 for Townsville ETA 2300/4.

(11) "SC.744" departed Milne Bay 1223/1 for Brisbane,
(12) "BOWEN" escorting "VAN HEUTSZ* departed Milne Bay 0802/1 for 

Townsville.
(13) "W MYALL A" departed Milne Bay 1712/1 for Cairns ETA 1800/3.
(14) Convoy TS26 - "GYMPIE" escorting "STEPHEN B.ELKIN" departed 

Townsville 1750/1; "BUNGAREE" "CALEDON" to RV with
"LITHGOW", and "BUNGAREE" "LITEGOW" "CALEDON" to RV 
with "GYMPIE" in position 23°41»S 15l°40*E at 1500/3.
Convoy to proceed Brisbane.

(15) "WILCAKf IA " "GUNBAR escorting Convoy TD.19 ("JAMES COOK" UTM BAR" 
"ALAGNA") departed Darwin' of.4<i/i>;.- for Thursday Island 
ETA 0430/5.

(16) "VENDETTA" escorting Convoy TS27 ("DAVID BU3HNELL" "CREMER") was 
to depart Townsville OSOO/3. "BONTEKOE" to RV in position 
19°49»S 148°19*E at 1730/3 and join convoy ETA Brisbane 
0800/6.

(17) "CENTAUR* (Hospital Ship) departed Townsville 1650/2 for Brisbane 
ETA 0700/5.

(18) "PC .1121" escorting Convoy TM84 ("YOCHOW" "WEST CACTUS" " JANSSENS") 
from Fitzroy"Island to Milne Bay ETA 1400/5.

(19) " SS?AN" escorting Convoy TN85 ("TAROONA") from Fitzroy Island to 
Milne Bay"W A  IB"6‘0 /4 .

(20) Convoy TM86 ("CHARON" "H.R.HELPER") was to depart Townsville 0400/3, 
% PUNDA" to RV off Fitzroy Island a t  1700/3 and escort tfe 
Port Moresby ETA 0830/5.



(21) "GOULBURN” nLITEGOW" "ML.817 escorting Convoy BT56 ("BOTH"
v  "MAETSUYCKER" "ASPASIA NOMIKOS" "BARALABAn) departed
^  Caloundra 190l/l*

(22) 7 submarines on patrol.

(t>) In Harbour:

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay

Port Mar esby

Thursday Is . 
Cairns

Palm Island

Townsville
Maryborough
Brisbane

- Warships & Aux,. - 
Merchant Vessels:

- -ardr. ips & Aux. -

Merchant Vessels: 
Small Craft

- Warships & Aux. - 
Herchant Vessels: 
Small Craft

- Warships & Aux. -
- warships & Aux. -

- Warships & A|*x.

- Warships & Aux.

"BROOME"
"LORINNA"
"SUMNER"
15 PT*s 

"JAPARA"
Approx 50 

"ECIIUCA" KDML.1074 
"VAN SPILBERGEN"
Approx 20

"CASTLE MAINE" YP.280 
"PLATYPUS" "WARREGO* 
refitting 

"HOBART" "HELM" "KEIiLEY"

SC.745 SC.749 "HILO"

HDM.L.1161

6 PTs 
2 PT *s

(Repairing,

"MUGPOHD*
______^ SC.747 KL.814 "YUMAK" (A3IS)

Warships & Aux. - "PIRI3n "ROCKHAMPTON"
- Warships & Aux. - "BAGL3Y" "GOULBURN" “GEELONG"

"FULTON" "POYANG" (ASIS) "MERKUR" "AASE MAERSK" 
YMS.10 YMS.11 YMS.46 YMS.47 YMS.48 
YMS *52 YMS. 53 YMS. 71 SC. 740 SC. 746 
PC.1119 YBG.2 LST.452 5 Lffils ML.424 
ML.817
"WARRAMUNGA" "ARUNTA" "FREMANTLE" 
"MGGA" "KA TO OK BA " "VICTORIA"

YP. 233 
YMS.51 
SC. 748 
ML.425 

Trials etc) -

(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) "WARRAMUNGA" "ARUNTA" to depart Brisbane 0S00/4 for exercises. 
To return Brisbane 0700/8,

(il) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Munda - 6 Avengers escorted by 16 Wildcats attacked Munda 2/5
scoring hits on runway and revetments with 2000-lb bombs.

(2) Short la nds-Kolc mbangara - A cargo vessel departed Vanga Vanga
at 2200/30 April and proceeded In the direction of Vila,

At f|'55/2 May an unidentified ship was observed 
entering Falsi from the southward.

(3) Solomons Barge Activity - A barge arrived at Timbala Bay (2 miles
N N .E . of Sokovovi Point, Vella Lavella) from S.W. at 1130/2.

(4) Kavieng - No shipping was sighted at Kavieng 1015/2 . The "AOBA"
class cruiser previously reported and photographed north of 
Baudissen Island was not sighted although v ia b il it y  was 
reported good.

(5) Cape Orford - Further submarine sightings are reported. At
Do04/2  a submarine proceeded north past Cape Orford and at 
1525/2 a submarine proceeded south.

(6) Gasmata - Reconnaissance 1525/2 reported 4 medium bombers and
3 fighters (including two possible wrecks) at the edge of the 
runway which was serviceable. The reconnaissance aircraft was 
Intercepted by seven fighters in ths vicinity of Gasmata 
aerodrome,

(7) Cape Gloucester - Photos morning 2/5 reveal that burning off
contlimes on the new strip. Later reconnaissance reported 
one possible dummy twin-engined aircraft on the runway.

(8) Wewak - Only one 5,000 ton cargo vessel 9 miles N.W, of Wewak
stationary, and one possible M .T.B, was reported in the area 
at 0817/2. On the previous morning 5 cargo vessels were 
reported in the harbour with one destroyer and one light 
cruiser to I .E .  outside the harbour. This latest report 
indicates that the main body of the convoy had completed 
unloading and had departed.

(9) Alexishafen - Photos 1020/2 reveal the aerodrome is serviceable
and work continues on tfre dispersal lanes.

(10) Mac an g - Photos 1020/2 reveal the aerodrome is serviceable.

There were no seriviceable aircraft.

- 2 -



2. NQiTH WESTERN AREA

(a) At Sea to 1200/3t

(1) "LATR0B1n escorting "ISLANDER” departed Darwin 1056/2 for
Thursday Island via Goulburn Island (was due a.m .
3 /5 ) , Millinglmbi and Weasel Island.

(2) 5 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships &  Aux. - "INVERELL" KL.815
Merchant Vessels.* "MATTHEW FLINDERS" "YARRA"

(11) ENEMY FORGES

Nab Ire - Photos 1300/1 reveal that the runway has an excellent 
surface for 3700 feet and has been built up though not yet 
surfaced for an additional £00 feet. There Is evidence that 
it is intended to extend the runway to a length of 5,600 ft .
The width of the strip is 3C0 ft , and nine revetments are 
almost completed.

(2) Manokwari - Photos 1313/1 reveal eight merchant vessels including
one each of 4,000, 1500 and 1000 tons and five under 300 tons. 
The largest vessel was attacked (see Naval Incidents),

(3) Banda-Arafura Sea - A convoy of 5 vessels including one of
600-ICOO tons and four smaller vessels together with a number 
of barges was unsuccessfully attacked 10 miles north of Toeal 
at 1045/2 , The smaller vessels and barges dispersed and made 
for shallow waters near Roedaman Island (8 miles north of 
Toeal) while the large vessel appeared to run aground. On 
the afternoon l /3  there were two sightings of forces in this 
area, one of a five ship convoy and the other of three.
Photos confirm the three vessel convoy, and the attack on 
these five ships may indicate that the two convoys were 
separate. It is , however, possible that the three vessels 
were joined by lighters which were misteten for additional 
ships.

The attacking aircraft also observed dispersal bays 
under construction on a large dispersal loop north of the 
Langgoer strip#

(4) Darwin - 21 medium bombers escorted by 25-30 fighters attacked
tTST*aerodrome area, 32 Spitfires effected interception but 
final results are not yet assessed*

(1) ALLIED FORCES

3, 30PTH HE STERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES 

<a) At Sea to 1200/3:

(1) "CHANTICLEER" "SC.73S" "SC.751" departed Adelaide a.m. 1/ 5
for Fremantle ETA 0700/6,

(2) "YP.288,f departed Fremantle 1900/29 for Exmouth Gulf ETA 3 /5 ,
(3) "EEEMSKSRK" "TJERK HIDDES" "ISABEL" "PELIAS" departed Fremantle

1900/1 for Exmouth Gulf ETA 4 /5 .

ik) In Harbour:

Premantls - Warships & Aux. - ’’ADELAIDE" "TROM?" ”W.B.PRESTON"
"HORSHAM" "DUBBO" "WALLAROO* "OTUS" "CHILDS" 
"LARK" "GOLD STAR" YP.286 "TRINITY"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux, - "HERON" "WHIPPOORWILL" K.12



4. EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(a) At Sea to 32 00/5i

AM.62 escorting LST.453 LST.454 departed Noumea 0800/28
for Sydney, "LG TRIOMPHANT" departed Sydney 0325/30 
to RV in position 29°21»S 158°19»E at 1000/1 and 
relieve AH.62 aid escort to Sydney, was due 1200/3.

"VAN GALEN” * BALLARAT'* "BUNDABERG" "MORESBY” "BINGEEA8 escorting 
Convoy 0092 (22 KV),

ML.427 departed Sydney 0930/28 for Brisbane.
"DELORAINE” ^ZANDRA9 "BENDIGO" "KALGOORLIE" nYMS,'7QK escorting 

Convoy GP49 (11 W ) departed Sydney 0859/l ETA 
Gsioundra 0930/4,

(b) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "S?UAKF" "COLAC* “E.T.ALLEN”
KTOWNSVILLS M "MILDURA” "KYBRA" ”GLADSTONE"
3C.741 12 LCI “WAN1AKELLAn {Hospital Ship)
ML,428 ML,429 E L ,818 5 LST»s 

(Repairing) “PATTERSON” *FLETCH2H" "NICHOLAS" "NEPAL"
"3AUFLEY” "CHEVREUIL" hALHENA" "WHITNEY" "RIGEL" 
"MANUNDA* (Hospital Ship)

(On Reserve) *WESTRALIA”
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "MAIOCKA" "ATREUS" "ALSEY"

“ABRAHAM CHIJNSSEN* "DOOMBA”
(Refitting) ^UIBEROI”

(i) ALLIED FORCES

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCIS

(1) At Vanikoro - THORNTON (AVD)
*2) At Esoiritu Santo - HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS NASHVILLE

L3ANDER (CL) LANSDOWNE STRONG O’BANNON RADFORD MATJHY 
HOPKINS WARD FAR3HHOLT McCALLA CHEVALIER (DD) BRESSE 
GAMEL3 PREBLE TR3VCR (DM) CURIISS TANGIER (AV)
MACKINAC (AV?) HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) MANLEY (APD) DIXIE (AD) 
PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) ALCHIBA ALGORAB CELENO (AK)
NEOSHO SABINE PLATTE PATUXENT TAPPAHANNOCK WEIP3T0CK(AC 
CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN) 

i3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV) 
SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY WOODWORTH CONYNGHAM SMITH FANNING 
CASE CRAVEN LAMSON (DD) ENGADINE (APV) PROMETHEUS (AR) 
ARGQNNE (AG) McCAWLEY (AP) MAJAEA MERCURY TAIAMANGA 
CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WA1ERS (APD) ATHENE (A?) TEYON (APH)
PECOS SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) KENCHSHER ADROIT (AM)
PAWNEE (AT) HOLLY (YN) S .31 (SS) ARD.2 KIWI MATA I 
TUI GALE (A/S Vessels) SC.518

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (AP) SAMOA (AM)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMES TOb/N NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL

VIREO (AM) LOCUST BUTT3RNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) ORTOLAN (ASR) 
:«EN01HN3S (AT) STRATFORD (AP) FATHFINDER (AGS) ERSKINE 
PHELPS (AO)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLtER (CL) CHEM GO SANGAMON SUWANNEE (ACV)
EATON WALLER PHILIP REN S3 A f  LANG WILSON CONY 
SOW  AY (DD) BALLARD (AV) LAC M ANNA KANKAKEE NESCHES 
(AO) ROAMER * PC.476 PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(8) At Nandi - COPAHEE (ACV)
(9) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)

(10) At Wellington - TAYLOR Me CALL (DD) TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM)
MOUNT VERNON CRESC3&T CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

(ii )  ENEMY FORCES

Banks Islands - A native report states tiiat an oiemy submarine 
was sighted in Dudley Charnel (between Vanua Lava and Mota

- 4 -

(1)

(2 )

(3)
(4)



Island, Banks Group) at 1800/30*

NAVAL INCIDENTS

(1) Manokwari - The two Liberators on armed reconnaissance over
DutchSew Guinea attacked a 4-5000 ton cargo ship in 
Manokwari Harbour at 1315/1. One hit was claimed on the 
stern of the vessel also a near miss (confirmed by photo­
graphs) and the vessel was left settling by the stern.

(2) Brisbane - Further to the report of the attack by a Catalina
on a possible submarine 170 miles E. by N. of Brisbane at 
2111/1, it is now stated that four bursts of machine gun 
fire were encountered fey the Catalina from the submarine. 
The report is graded B.2*

It is considered that the submarine was converging 
for an attack on "WILLARD A.HOLBROOK" but was probably 
diverted by the attack, during which 3 depth charges were 
dropped*

ENEMY'S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W .P.A.
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea - S.W. coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura .Sea Islands.

(2) Increased submarine activity including transportation,
reconnaissance and offensive operations, in all 
theatres.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C . 
G.HVQ.. S.IV'.P.A.

3 /5 /43
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DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 
PART II  

ALLIED & ENlStf ORD&R OP MTTLE

MOST SECRET 

2 /5 /43 .

A  1. SOUTHWEST & SOUTH PACIFIC

ALLIED HJRCES ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-
(Eastern Section) South Pacific Solomons

BB

CV

52

ACV

CA

CL

XCL

DD

AUSTRALIA

HOBART

X ARUNTA
x WARRAMUNGA 

LE TRIOMPHANT 
SELFRIDGE 

x PATTER SON 
HELM 
HENLEY 
BAGLEY 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
RALPH TALBOT 

*  VAN GALEN 
x QUIEERON 
x liEPAL 

MUGFORD 
-xNICHOLAS 
x FLETCHER 

3ENKINS
x

INDIANA 
CASHING TON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MARYLAND 
COLORADO

ENTERPKT SE 
SARATOGA

CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE

PHOENIX
HONOLULU
HELENA
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN

Approx 45

YAKATO (po ss.Empire)
iulISASEI
MUTSU
kosgo

IiARUNA
NAGATO
ZUIKAKU

HIT AKA 
HAYATAKA
ZUIHO

CHUYO
U¥iO

AT AGO 
TAKAO 
CKOKAI 
HAG URO 
KUMANO 
SuSUYA 
TONE 
TIKtfM 

x AOBA

AGANO
JINTSU
SENDAI
KATORI
m SHIMA
MAGAEA
ISUZU
EINU
KUMA

Approx 40

Non-effective

-1,



South. Western Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

Truk-Januit-Bismarcks- 
Solomons

SS

AV/CVS

XAVyftCVS

PT

AD

AH

GHEENLING )
GROWL HR )
GUARDFISH )
TUNA )

ALBACORE )
DRUM ) 
CATO 
GRAYBACK
GROUPER )
PETC )
SCAMP )

K,9 at Sydney

S .31 

At Brisbane

Approx*30.

On Patrol

AS or XAS

25

E.T.ALLEH 
MANQORA

*  WESTRALIA 
X KAHIMBLA

PULT03

DOBBIN 
x WHIT KEY

AIRCRAFT (N.E.Area Only)

Fighters 
M/Bombers 
kSE/Bombera 
'Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport A/C

CURTISS
TANGIER

Approx 30

10 APA 
35 APD
6 AKA

DIXIE

PROMETHEUS
VESTAL
RIGEL

CHITOSE
AKTTSUSHIMA

3

?

3 or more 

?

2

246
101
16
35
52
23



CENTRAL, PACIFIC

BB NORTH CAROLINA
—  IDAHO

MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA 

x WEST VIRGINIA 
* -CALIFORNIA
*  TENNESSEE

CV VICTORIOUA

ALLIED FORCES

XCV LONG ISLAND

ACV NASSAU 
-- ALTAMAHA

COPAilEE

CA LOUISVILLE
—  SAF FRANCISCO

VflCKITA 
SALT LAZE CITY 
NE£ ORLEANS 

x MINNEAPOLIS 
x PENSACOLA
*  PORTLAND 
x INDIANAPOLIS

OCA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

SS

RICHMOND
RALEIGH
DETROIT

?

?

20 approx 

40 approx

ISE
FUSO
YAM  SHIR 0 
HYUGA

ENEMY FORCES

*  SHOKAKU
HOSHO (Training Ship)

RYUHO

NAG HI
1 unidentified 

-x ASHIGARA

3 - 6

ABUKUMA

2
KISSHIN

3

apjr ox 16 

approx 20

CA

CL

XCL

DD

SS

CONCORD
RICHMOND

10

10

3. NORTHERN PACIFIC

KISO

2

approx 4 

approx 10

x Non-effective



I '
4. EAST INDIES - IEDIAN OCEAN

ALLIED FORCES ________________

— V------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
KS South West Pacific

(Western Section) Eastern Fleet Area East Indies^-Philippines

BB

CV

ACV

CA

CL ADELAIDE 
VAN HEEMSKERCK

XCL

AV/CVS

ss

CHILDS
HERON
W.,B. PRESTON

TJEEK HIDDBS 
TROMP

GAR
GRENADIER
GUDGEON
THRESHER
TROUT

WARSPITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

4  ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX
DEVONSHIRE
HAWKINS
FRC-BISHER

MAURITIUS
GAHBIA
KEBYA
ENTER m  ISE
LI7ERP0CL
ARETHU3A
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
DIR BAN
CARADCC

ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE 
CIII TEAL 
RANFU3A 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

ALBATROSS

Approx 27

9

On Patrol

K.12 at Exmouth Gulf

GRAYLING )
TAMBOR )
TATJTOG )

AS or XAS PEL IAS

At F re man tie 

?

AIRCRAFT (N*W.Area Only)

Fighters 
M/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport A/C

£  No recent intelligence
Present location uncertain.

OTAM

KASHI I 
01
KITAGAMI 

« NAT OR I

KAMO I
*  NOTORO

Approx 32 

10

134
74
3

30
22

*  Non-effective

-4-



British —  MOST SECRET U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre
D A I L Y  N A V A L  S U M M A R Y

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 
Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 407 Date: 4 t h  May> 3.943

P A R T  I .

SOUTH 1/tfEST PACIFIC AREA

1. MOUTH EASTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/4:

"AUSTRALIA" "RALPH TALBOTM departed Palm Island 2559/2 for 
Brisbane, were due 1130/4,

"SELFRIDGE" escorting Convoy TS25 ("BALIKPAPAN" "MILDURA") 
from Dent Island to Caloundra was due 0900/4.
"SELFRIDGE" %s> proceed Sydney.

"WARRAMUNGA" "ARUBTA" were to depart Brisbane 0600/4 for exercises, 
"BAGLEY" departed Caloundra 1815/3 to RV with "PENNANT" position 

28b53»3 161 53*E at 1430/4 and escort to Brisbane.
"GLENELG" escorting "JAPARA" was to depart Milne Bay 0400/4 for 

Port Moresby ETA 0700/5.
"SHEPPArtTON" "POLAHIS" surveying.
"SC ,738" escorting "KURUMBA" departed Port i-ioresby 1233/2 for 

Milne Bay.
"TULSA" "YMS.49" "YMS.50" escorting 6 FT*s departed Port Moresby 

1826/3 for Thursday Island ETA p.m. 6/ 5 *
"CASTLEMAINE" escorting Convoy TD19 ( "BURWAH" "DARVEL" Tug "PORCEFU 

departed Thursday Island 0447/3 for Darwin ETA 0330/7. 
"WILCAMIA" "GUNBAR" escorting Convoy TD19 ("JAMES COOK" "TAMBAR" 

"ALA GNA") denar ted Darwin 0648/30 for Thursday Island 
ETA 0430/5.

"SC ,744" departed Milne Bay 1223/1 for Brisbane,
"BUNBURY" escorting Convoy m 2  ("HENRY D.THOREAU* "HENRY DEARBORN") 

departed Fort Soresby 1700/2 for Townsville ETA 2300/4.
"GYMPIE" "LITHGOW" escorting Convoy TS26 ("BUNGAREE" "STEPHEN

B.ELKIN" "CALEDON") en route Brisban®•
"VENDETTA" escorting Convoy TS27 ("DAVID BUSHNJSLL" "CREMER" 

"BONTEKOE") ilepartecrTownsville 0800/3 ETA Brisbane 
O8OO/6,

"GOULBURN" en route Brisbane after escort duty towards Townsville, 
"CENTAUR" (H osoital Ship) departed Townsville 1650/2 for Brisbane 

ETA 0700/5,
"PC.1121" escorting Convoy TN84 ("YOCHOW" "WEST CACTUS" "JANSSENS") 

from Fitzroy Island to Milne Bay ETA 1400/5.
"SWAN" escorting Convoy TN85 ("TAROONA") from Fitzroy Island to 

m ine Bay ETA 1800/4.
"KAPUNDA" escorting Convoy TK86 ("CHARON" "H.R.HELPER") from Fitzroy 

Island to Fort' t•ore's';,y ETA 0830/5,
ML,817 in tow of "BOTH" e® route Brisbane to Townsville,
7 submarines on patrol,

(b) In Harbour:

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. - "BROOME"
Merchant Vesselss "LORINNA"



s
Milne Bay 

Port Moresby

Thursday Is* 
Cairns

Palm Island

Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane

(Kepairing,

- Warships & Aux. -

Small Graft
- Warships & Aux. -

Merchant Vessels: 
Small Craft

- Warships & Aux. -
- Warships & Aux. -

- Warships & Aux. -

- Warships & Aux. -

- Warships & Aux. -
- Warships & Aux. -

YP.233 YMS.10 
YMS.51 
SC, *748 
ML.427 

Trials etc.)

" SU MKEE ” SC . 74 5 SC . 74 9 
"IIILO" 15 PT»s 
Approx 50

"ECHUCA" "HDML.1074 HDML.1161 
SC, 750

”VAS S PI L BERGEN” ”TEEDENS”
Aporox 20 
YIP, 280 6 Pis

”WARB3G0" "WKYALLA” “ PLATYPUS” 
YP.291 2 PTs (refitting)

”HOBART” "HELM* "HENLEY”
”MUGF0RD”
"B01JEM” SC. 747 ML,814 
" YU^AM ” (ASIS)
"PIRE3” "ROCKHAMPTON”
"GOULBURN” "PULTON” "POYANG” (ASI 
YMS,11 YMS. 46 YMS,47 YMS. 48 
YMS,53 YMS,71 SC.740 SC.746 
YDG.2 LST.452 5 LCIs ML,424

YMS,52 
PC.1119 
ML.817
- "WAGGA” "KAT OOMBA 

nAASE MASRSK"
V ic t o r ia ”

(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) "RALPH TALBOT” "GEELONG" "KALGOORLIE” ML,425 HL.426 escorting
Convoy B?57 (10 vessels including "MERKDR” ) to depart 
Caloundra 1400/4. "KALGOORLIE” to leave convoy at 
2200/4 and return Caloundra to await departure of 
"BUNGAREE” ML.425. ML.425 to part company vicinity 
Lady Elliot Island and return Brisbane. ML,426 to be 
towed by ”MERKUR" from Percy Islands to Townsville, 
"RALPH TAL30T” to fr ovide escort to Percy Islands and 
return Brisbane,

(2) YP.236 to depart Brisbane p.m. 4 /5  for Cairns,

(ii)  EMEMY FORCES

(1) Shortlands Base - Reconnaissance 3/5 revealed 12 ships in the
area including 11 cargo vessels and 1 destroyer. This 
represents a marked Increase in the volume of shipping in 
the area. The last occasion on which mere than 10 ships was 
sighted was on 18/4 when 11 vessels compri^ ng 6 warships and
5 merchant vessels were present. A comparable number of 
merchant vessels ha3 not been sighted since 0/4 ■siien 10 were 
reported. The last reconnaissance of the base 29/4 revealed 
a total of 4 vessels, all merchantmen.

(2) Rekata Bay - 12 Avengers, 12 Dauntless, 12 Corsairs escorted by
8' 'V H o  cats, 8 Warhawks and 6 Lightnings heavily attacked 
Rekata Bay 0810-0B3D/3. 12 x 2000-lb and 12 x 1000-lb bombs 
were dropped and A,A. positions, bivouac area and buildings 
were hit,

f3 ) Kavieng - 1 destroyer and 1 tanker (12,000 tons) were reported
lo miles SW by W of the entrance to Steffen Strait on course 
125P, speed S knots at 1100/3.

(4) LolobataLIsland - A B.17 strafed two small vessels revealed by
photographs as possible coasters 15 miles N, of Lolobafl_Is, 
at 1330/3 . Both, were hit and one was orobably sunk. The B.17 
was later intercepted by 5 Zero’ s north of Cape Hollman, 
Willaumez Peninsula,

(5) Photos New Britain-New Guinea Aerodromes?
Gasmafca -Belly tanks stacked in a building on south side

of runway. Nil serviceable aircraft 0745/3,
Cape Gloucester - One medium bomber one fighter on old runway. 

Clearing work continues on new runway B  00/2 ,  
But (partial coverage) - Three light bombers (two probably 

unserviceable 0945/3),
Wewdc » 45 fighters (14 probably unserviceable), 2

medium bombers (one unserviceable), one light 
bomber 1005/3.

Boram - 10 fighters (2 unservlce&j le ) 1 medium bomber.
Pork; on dispersal lanes, revetments and defences 
progressing rapidly.



(6) Wewak - A P .38 over Wewak at 0945/3 reported 4 unidentified
ships stationary in the harbour and one 500 ton cargo vessel 

\ in Muschu Strait heading towards Wewak. Photographs revealed
only 2 coasters and 75 barges in the harbour. This is the 
largest concentration of barges ever reported at Wewak, where 
the a?erage barge concentration appears to have been about 40*

(7) Mubo Area - Allied troops advancing under air cover a.m. 2/5
against the enemy’ s defended locality were held up by 
resistance on Green’ s Hill. Enemy c&saalties were 3 killed,
3 wounded. Allied casualties 2 killed, 3 wounded.

2. NORTH i.'E STERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/4:

(1) "LATROBE" escorting "ISLANDER" departed Darwin 1056/2 for
Thursday Island via Goulburn Island (was due a.m.
3 /5 ) , Millingimbi and Wessel Island.

(2) 5 submarines on patrol.

(b ) la Harbour:

Darwin * Warships & Aux. - nINVERELL" ML»815
Merchant Vessels: "MATTHEW FLINDERS" YARRA 

Merauke - Warships & Aux. - YMS*9

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

Cl) Merauke - ,An enemy floatplane strafed and dropped one bomb on 
'Mappi 2 /5 . Ho damage or casualties.

(2) Banda-Arafura Sea - Photos of the vessels attacked at 1045/2 
“ north of Toeai reveal one «&aa 200 ton Merchant vessel and

5 x 50 ft . motor launches.
(3) Koepang - In attacks on Penfoei aerodrome by 3 Beaufighters

— and 4 B.25*s during the afternoon and evening 2/5 two bombers 
and two fighters were strafed and set on fire .

(4) Darwin - Further to the report of the attack on Darwin by 21 
""■medium bombers escorted by 25-30 fighters, 32 intercepting

Spitfires shot down three fighters. Five fighters were 
probably destroyed, four damaged, one bomber damaged and 
one other aircraft {not d®signated) damaged, fourteen 
Spitfires were lost, of which it is known that of nine 
accounted for, three were shot down, J?our crashed as a 
result of petrol shortage and two due to engine failure.
Four pilots are missing.

SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/3t

(1) "CHANTICLEER” *SC ,739" *36,751“ departed Adelaide a.m. l /5
for Fremantle ETA 0700/6#

(2) "HEEMSKERX" "TJKRX HIDD3S" "ISABEL" "PELIAS" departed Fremantle
1900/l for Exmouth Gulf ETA 4 /5 ,

(b) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships 3e Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TROMP" "W.B,PRESTON"
"HORSHAM" "DUBBO" "WALLAROO" "OTUS" "CHILDS" 
"LARK" "GOLD STAR" YP.286 "WHITNEY"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "HERON" "WHIPPOORWILL" K.12
YP.288

- 3



4 .\ EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/4l

(1) "DELORAINE"* "YAKDRA" "BENDIGO" "KAL300HLIE" "YMS.70” escorting
Gcnvoy GP49 were due Caloundra early a.m. 4 /5 . 
1,5 E O T S IlF r "YAEDRA" 11 BENDIGO” "PREMANTLE" escorting 
Convoy PG49 (11 MV) were to depart Caloundra OSOO/4.

(2) "LE TR10MF3AM1 was to depart Sydney 1130/4 for exercises with
aircrErt. To return Sydney by 1600/5.

(3) "DOOmBA" escorting Convoy 0C92 (13 MV) was to depart Port
Phillip 0165/4 to #V in Wilson’ s Promontory area with 
r'WARRNAMBOOL51 "MORESBY" "BALLARAT" " BUNDABERG" "LINGERA" 
escorting Convoy C092 (22 &V)*

(4) "PATTERSOU" escorting 'uFIM6At»" was to depart Sydney C90O/4.
"PATTERSON* to provide escort to Bowen and then act as 
ordered by C .T .F .74 ,

(b ) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "STUART11 "COLAC" "B.T.ALLEN"
"TOWHSVILLE" "MILBURA" "KYBRA" "GLADSTONE" 
3C.741 12 LCI *WANGAKELLA" (Hospital Ship) 
ML.428 ML.429 ML.818 7 LST’s 

(Repairing) "FLETCHER" "NICHOLAS" "NEPAL" "SAUFLEY"
"OHEVRSUIL" "ALHEM" "WHITNEY" "RlfflEL’5*
"MAJTJNDA" (Hospital Ship)

(On Reserve) "WESTRALIA" "KANIWBLA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "MANOORA" "ATREUS" "ALSEY"

"ABRAHAM CRIJNSSES1’
(Refitting) "2L-IBER0N"

(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) " NICHOLAS* "FLETCHER* "WHITNEY" to depart Sydney 1300/4 for 
Noumea .

SOUTH PACIFIC ftfigA

{i j ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - TBORNTC& (AVD)
(2) At Es^iritu Saato - HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS NASHVILLE

LEANDER (CL) UNSDOWNE STRONG 0*BANNON RAEFOi© MAURY 
HOPKINS WARD PARENHOLT MeCALLA CHEVALIER (DD) BREESE 
GAMBLE PREBLE TREVOR (DM} CURTISS TANGIER (AV)
MACKINAC (AVP) HUTiTER LIGGETT (AP) MANLEY (APD) DIXIE (AD) 
FYRO (A3) VESTAL (AR) ALCHIBA ALGORAB CELEFO {AK)
KIOSHO SABINE PLATTE PATUXENT TAPPAHANNOCX 5VHIPST0CK 
(AO) CCNSTAW (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY WOODWORTH CONYNGHAM SMITH PANNING 
CASE CRAVED LAMSGN (DD) ENGADINS (APV) PRCftETHEUS (AR) 
ARGONNE (AG) ilcCAWLEY (AP) KAJABA MERCURY TALAilANCA 
CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) AT BENE (AP) TRY OK (APH) 
P3C0S SUAMICG CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER ADROIT (AM)
PM  NEE (AT) HOLLY (YN) S. 31 (SS) ARD.2 KIWI MATA I 
TGI GALE (A/S Vessels) SC.518

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YK] SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (At) SAMOA (A M)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN NIA1ARA (PG) BOBOLINX RAIL

VIREO (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YH) WANDANK (YT) ORTOLAN (ASR] 
m OMIKEE (AT) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS) ERSKIHE 

At PHELPS (AO)
(7 )/vila ArMARYLAKD COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER

MONTPELLIER {C-L) CHENAN GO SANGAMON SUWANNEE (ACV)
EATON WALLER PHILIP RENSHAW LANG WILSON COM  
CONWAY (DD ) EALLARD (AV) LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE MSSCHES 
(AO) ROAMEF. PC.476 PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)
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, (8) At Nandi - COPAHEE (ACV)
\(9) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) PINCKNEY (AX) SOLACE (AH)
CIO) At Wellington - TAYLOR McCALL (DD) TRACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM) 

MOUNT VERNON CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

NAVAL INCIDENTS

Submarine Activity - Flji-Tenga Area —  Commander 3rd Fleet 
reports the following enemysubmarine activity. Liberty ship 
"PETER SYLVESTER” was unsuccessfully attacked In an uncertain 
position between Vatao Island (180 miles WNW of Tongatahu) 
and Vavau Island (160 miles N .N .E. of Tongatabu) at ifeJO/iO 
It is possible that the vessel was later hit near Vavau Is .
At 0615/1 Liberty Ship "P.A.HEARST" was torpedoed 190 miles
S .E . of Suva and sank at ISOO/l. A third ship "W.WILLIAMS" 
was hit at 1500/2 36 miles east of the position In which 
"P.A.HEAR ST" was attacked, and was reported still afloat at 
0800/5,

ENEMY’ S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W .P.A ,
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea - S.W. coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Increased submarine activity including transportation,
reconnaissance and offensive operations, in all 
theatres.

)

L

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C . 
G .E .a ..  S./?.P. A.

4/5/43

LATE REPORT:

New Georgia Area - A late report states that 49 aircraft were 
sighted to the south and west of Mundi Mundi on a southerly 
and easterly course at 1125/3. At noon 36 aircraft were 
observed in the vicinity of Segi (S .E . tip of New Georgia) 
on the same course. An unspecified number of aircraft 
proceeding west were sighted at 1230 south of Rendova and 
at 1253, 23 fighters were seen fljin g  S.W. near Mundi Mundi.



AP.Tren FORCES

DAILY NAVAL SXMSAKY

M J £
A H JB R A sn a g  ohder of battle

1 . SOOmiBBy & SOUTH PACIFIC

MOST SECRET

3/5/43.

EKanr forces

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern 3action) South Pacific

Trufcejaluit-BisHaroks-
Soionaons

BB

SS
I
xcv

Agl

fiA AUSTRALIA

CL HOBART

2SL
DD AHUM*A

WAfiRAMBNGA
IS TRI0MPHA11T
SELFRIDGE

PATTEBBOWBOX
HENLEY
EAGLE?
STUART
VENDEP5A

ralph m o o r
VAN GALES'
quiberon

NEPAL
lOGFOfS

NICHOLAS

FLETCHER
JENKINS

INDIANA
WASHINGTON 
J&3SACHIBETTS 
Ml HYLAND 
COLORADO

ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA

CHENANGO
SANGAMJN
SUWANNEE

HONOLULU
h s j b a

S?.LOUIS 
NASHVILLE 
COLOMBIA. 

CLEVELAND 

MClfTPELLIEH 
DENVER 
SiK DIEGO 
SSs JUAN

Approx. 45

YAMATO (poss. £&pire)

MSASHI
103TJ
SORGO
HARUNA
NAGATO

ZUIK3K.0

HITAtt.
HAYATAEA
ZUIHO

C3UY0
USYO

A2AGO
TAKAO
CHOKAI

HH&URO
wtmo
SUZUYA,

TONI
TIEBMA
AOBA

AGANO v 
JIKTSU *

SHIDAI 
SLTORI *
HASHim
hagara

ISUZJ ‘
UNU /
a m

Approx. 40

*  Non- ef f ee t i ve



South Western Pa ific Truk-Jaluit-Bismareks-
(Eastern Section) South Pacific Solomons

ss )
$

GREERLING
GHCnLEH
GUARDFI3H
■rut*.

ALBACORN
DHQK
CATO
GRAYBACK
GROUPER
PETO
SCAMP

£*9 at Sydney

AV/CVS

J 2 25

AFA/APD /AKA. H .T J J X S ?

MANOORA
S  3 3 3 TRAI3 & 

K KANEffilA

AS Of XAS FJIOT

ML

DOBBIN

WEITHBf

s.31

At Brisbane

Approx. 30

Oa Patrol

CURTISS
TANGIER

Approx.30

CHITOSE

AETCSUSBBM.

3

10 APA 
15 APD
6 AKA

DIXIE

PROMTHEUS
VESTAL
RIGEL

3 or more 

?

2

AIRCRAFT (H.E.Araa Only)

Fighters 246
M/Bosabera 101
SE/Bosabers 16
Flying Boats 15
Floatplanes 52
Transport A/C 23

K non-effectives



2 » CENTRAL PACIFIC

SI

xcv

ACY

CA

%
51
K

X
K
X
at

OCA

&

23L

A7/CT3

M 5 Z H E

22
s§

ALLIED F03CE3

NORTH CAROLINA 
IT ABO
rassissim
KSS' MEXICO
PSEN3YLVANIA

KSMOA.
WEST 7IBC-IRIA 

CALIFORNIA

nm m sst

VICTORIOtEi

LCm ISLAND 

HASSAE
A m m m
CQPAHEE

LOUBVILLE 
SAW FRANCISCO 
WICHITA 

SALT LAES CUT
NSW 0H££*X9 
MINNEAPOLIS 
mBACQLA 
FO im AND 
32BIAIMP0LIS

RICffiXIS;

RALEIGH

DfiPROK

?

?

20 approx. 

40 approx

ENEMY FORCES

2SE
ItBO
YAMASHIRO
ICfUGA

ft 3H0KAMJ
HOBHD (Training Ship)

HIUHO

NACHI
1 unideatifiod 

m ASHIGARA

3 * 6  

JSUKUSfiA. /

2
NISSHIN

3
approx 16 

approx 20

QA

2gL

3. NORTHERN PACIFIC

5L COKCOH)
RICHMOND K2S0

2
22 10 approx 4

SS 10 approx 10

x 2-ion-effective



4. EAST INDIES - INDIAN OCEAN
\  ALL I EE* FORCES ENEMY FORCES

South West Pacific 
(Western Section) Eastern Fleet Area East Indies-Philippines

2 1
ACV

CA

CL ADELAIDE
VAN HEEMSKERCE

WARSPITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

4  ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX
DEVONSHIRE
HAWKINS
FROBISHER.

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
KENYA
ENTERPRISE 
LIVERPOOL 
ARETRDSA 
CEHES 
DA UNTIE SS 
CAEETOT1 
DURBAN 
CAR &DOC

OTAKA

KASHI I
0 1
KITAGAMI

*  NATORI

XCL

AV/CVS

DD

CHILDS
HERON
W.B. PRESTON

T JERK HIDDES 
TROMP

GAR
GRENADIER
GUDGEON
THRESHER
TROUT

)

)

ALAuNIA 
CARTHAGE 
CHITRAL 
RANPURA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

ALBATROSS

Approx 27

9

On patrol

K. 12 at Exmouth Gulf

GRAYLING )
TAMBOR )
TAUT00 )

AS or XAS PELIAS

At Fremantle

?
AIRCRAFT (N.W.Area Only)

^ f c g h t e r s  
^/Bombers 
Filing Boats 
Floatplane s 
Transport A/C

ff No recent Intelligence
Preser.” location uncertain 

x Non-effective
-4-

m hoi
*  NOTORO

Approx 12

10

111
74

5
3022
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British —  MOST SECRET U. S. —  S E C R E T
I

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre
D A I L Y  N A V A L  S U M M A R Y

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 
Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 4 0 8  Date: 5 t h  1 9 4 3

P A R T  I .

. SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 12oo/5:

(1) WARRAMUNGA” "ARUNTA" were to deoart Brisbane 0600/4 for exercises.
(2) ' BAGLEY departed Caloundra 1815/3 to HV with "PENNANT" position

28&53*S 16l°53*E at 1430/4 and escort to Brisbane.
(3) "RALPH TALiSOT" "GEELONG" ML.425 ML.426 escorting Convoy BT57

("CAKDROSS" for Bowen, "MERKUR" "TULAGI" "Ytel l U u "  
"JOBS WHITEAKER" "DUBTROON^'BUNDULA" "NUCULANA" "EMPIRE 
RAMBLE* "iiAKGOLA*' for Townsville) departed Caloundra 
1615/4. "RALPH TALBOT" to provide escort to Percy Is. 
and return Brisbane. ML.425 to part company vicinity 
Lady Elliot Island and return Brisbane. ML.426 to be 
towed by "MERKBR" from Percy Islands to Townsville.

(4) GLENELG escorting "JAPARA" departed Milne Bay 0345/4 for Port
Moresby, was due 0900/5.

(5) " SHEPPARTON" "POLARIS" surveying.
(6) "ECKUCA" escorting "VAN Sii/OIX" departed Port Moresby 1343/4 for

Milne Bay ETA 2030/5.
(7) "TULSA" "YIviS.49" "XMS.50" escorting 6 FT’ s departed Port Moresby

^ f / 3 for Thursday Id. and ETA p.m. 6 /5 .
(8) "WILCANNIA GUNBAR" escorting Gonvoy TD19 ("JAMES COOK" "TAMBAR"

ALAGNA") departed Darwin 0648/30 for Thursday Island 
ETA 1030/6.

(9) "SC .744" departed Milne Bay 1223/1 for Brisbane.
(10) "BUNBURY" escorting Convoy KT12 ("HENRY D.THOREAU" "HENRY DEARBORN")

departed Port Moresby 1700/2 for Townsville, were due 
2300/4.

(11) "VENDETTA" escorting Convoy TS27 ("DAVID BUSH NELL" "CREMER"
"BQtlTEKOE") departed Townsville 0800/3 ETA Brisbane 
0800/6.

(12) "GOULBURN" was to RV with "STEPHEN B.ELKIN" off Lady Elliot Is .
. t daylight 5/5 and escort to Brisbane.
(13) YP.291" departed Cairns 1200/4 for Townsville.
(14) "WARHEGO" departed Cairns 1251/4 for Thursd^ Island.
(15) CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship) departed Townsville 1650/2 for Brisbane

was due 0700/5.
(16) "KAPUNDA" escorting Convo;; TN86 ("CHARON" "H.R.HELPER") from Fitzroy

Island to Port Moresby, was due 0830/5.
(17) ML.817 in tow of "BOTH" en route Brisbane to Townsville.
(18) PC.1121 escorting Convoy TH84 ("YOCHOvV" "WEST CACTUS" "JANSSENS")

from Fitzroy Island to Milne Bay ETA 1400/5.
(19) YP.236 departed Caloundra 1744/4 for Cairns ETA 1200/10.
(20) SC .746 escorting "JUPITER" was to depart Caloundra 1100/5.

"JUPITER" routed through 27°5G*S 168°30»E. SC.746 to 
provide escort until dark and return Brisbane,

(21) 7 submspines on patrol.

-  1 -



I

(d ) In Harbour: 

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay

- Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels*

Merchant Vessels* 
Small Craft 

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels: 
Small Craft

- Warships & Aux. -
- Warships & Aux. -

Thursday Is, 
Cairns

Palm Island

Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane

- Warships & Aux.

- Warships & Aux.

- Warships & Aux.
- Warships & Aux,

"BROOME"
"LORIMA"

- Warships k Aux. - "SWAN" "SUMNER" SC,738 SC.745
SC.74S "KURUMBA" "HILO" 15 PTs 

"TAROONA"
Approx 50
HDML.1074 EDML,1161 SC,750

"VAN SPILBERGEN" "THEDENS"
Approx 20
Y P .280 YMS.9 6 PTs 

"WHYALLA" "PLATYPUS" 2 PTs 
(refitting)

"HOBART" "HELM" "HENLEY"
"MUGFORD"
"BOWEN" SC,747 ML. 814 
"YUNNAN" (ASIS)
"PIRIE" "ROCKHAMPTON"
"AUSTRALIA" "SELFRIDGE" "GYMPIE11 

"LITHGOW" "FULTON" !lPOYANG" (ASIS) YP.233 
YM3.10 YMS.ll YMS.46 YMS.47 YMS.48 YMS.51 
YBS* 52 YMS*53 YMS.71 SC ,740 SC. 748 PC. 1119 
YBG.2 LST.452 5 LCIs ML*424 ML.427 30,,817 

(Repairing, Trids etc.) - "WAGGA" "KATOOMEA" "VICTORIA"
"AASE MAERSK"

ic) (ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Buln-New Georgia Area - A large steamer is reported to have
approached Kolombangara from the west at 2100/3 and to have 
departed via Fergusson Passage early a.m. 4 /5 ,

Two strikes each consisting of 6 Avengers, 6 Dauntless 
and 8 Corsairs covered by 8 Warhawks, 16 Wildcats attacked 
Yanga Vanga and the wharf area Ringi Cove at 1020/4, Both 
attacks are reported to have been very successful. Three . 
Fortresses unable to reach Kahili attacked Vila early morning 
4 /5 ,

(2) Retea ta Bay - The same three Fortresses also dropped bombs at
Rekata Bay early morning 4 /5 .

(3) Solomons Aircraft - Photos 1530/3 show -
Kahili ”̂""34 fighters, 4 medium bombers
Ballale - 6 fighters, 4 bombers
Faisi - 12 floatplanes

Vila& ) "  n0 °Perati1s'fe aircraft

(4) Bougainville Island - A reliable report 1620./4 states that there
is evidence of enemy Intention to occupy Teop Harbour. This 
indicates a re-occupation as the Japanese were previously 
reported to have evacuated the area except Tinrnts Harbour.

(5) Cape Gloucester - A reconnaissance Liberator was intercepted by
Ik Zero’ s, 20 miles N. by W. of Cape Gloucester at 14 45 /3 .
Only two attacked and tracer was seen entering the fuselage 
of one,

(6) Wewak - Five cargo vessels, Including 4 of 3-5000 tons and one
of 5-8000 tons were sighted in the Wawak area by reconnaissance 
aircraft 1135/*.

(7) Salamaua Area - An attack was launched by a company against
strong enemy positions at Bobdubi 3/fe .

2, NORiH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to I20p/5t

(1) "LATROBE" escorting "ISLANDER" departed Darwin 1056/2 for
Thursday Island via Goulburn Island (was due a ,m . 
3 /5 ) , Millingimbi and Wessel Island,

(2) "CASTLEMAINE" escorting Convoy TD19 ("BURWAE" "DARVEL", Tug
"FORCEFUL") departed ^hursday Island 0447/3 for 
Darwin ETA 0330/7.

- 2 -



) 4 submarines on patrol*

(b ) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Ayx. - "INVERELL* ML.815
Merchant Vessel si "MATTHEW FLINDERS" "YARRA"

(Li } EKEMY FORCES

(1) ,Babo - Photos taken during sn attack by 6 B.24»s on Babo
0*750/4 reveal £0 fighters of which four were unserviceable 
end one destroyed by the bombing; and in addition one bomber 
and one transport aircraft both unserviceable, ‘i'her-e were 5 
large fires in i-he barracks and store buildings. The attack­
ing aircraft were later intercepted off the N.W. tip of 
Trangan Island (Aroe Group) by 7 floatplanes of which one 
was destroyed and one probably destroyed.

(2) Kal Islands - One Hudson attacked 9 x 50 ft . luggers and one
Darge at Tam Island and one 60-70 ft . lugger at Noenia Is . 
(both Tajandoa Group) at 1240/4,

(3) Darwin - Further reports reveal that enemy losses in the raid
on Darwin were 5 fighters, 1 bomber destroyed; 4 fighters 
probably destroyed and 3 fighters, one bomber damaged. 
Thirteen Spitfires were lost Including 7 by enemy action,
5 by engine failure and 3 by petrol shortage, 3 pilots are 
now reported missing. One additional Spitfire was damaged 
but landed at base.

Natives report sighting an enemy submarine 2 miles 
north of Cape --ourcroy (S.W, tio of 3athurst Island) at 
1230/4,

3. SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/f:

(1) "CHANTICLEER" "SC .739* "SC .751" departed Adelaide a.m. 1/ 5
for Jreraantlc ETA 0700/S.

(2) "HEEMSEERK" "TJERK HI30DES" "ISABEL" "FELIAS" departed Fremantle
1900A  for Exmouth Gulf, were due 4/5*

(b) In Harbour;

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE” "TROMP" " j?.B. PRESTON"
"HORSHAM8 "DUBBO" "WALLAROO" "OTUS" "CHILDS" 
"LARK" "GOLD STAR" "YP.286" "WHITNEY"

Exmoutll Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "HERON" "WHIPPOORWILL" K.12
YP.288

9----- ------
4 . EASTERN: & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/5:

(1) "PATTERSON" escorting "FINGAL" departed Sydney 0850/4.
"PATTERSON" to provide escort to Bowen and then act 
as ordered by C .T .F .74 .

(2) "DELORAINE" "YANDRAn "BENDIGO" "FREMANTLE" escorting Convoy
PG4S (10 MV) departed Caloundra 1550/4 ETA Newcastle 
I O T /3 ,  Sydney 1500/l6.

(3) "KALGOORLIE" escorting "BuNGAREE" en route Caloundra to Sydney.
(4) "XYBRA" departed Sydney 0710/4 for training cruise Broken Bay,

Newcastle and Port Steshens area.
(5) "NICHOLAS" "FLETCHER" "WHITNEY® departed Sydney 1352/4 for

Noumea,
(6) "LE TRIOMPHANT" was to depart Sydney 1130/4 for exercises with

aircraft. To return Sydney by 1600/5.

•  5 —



(7) " WARSNAMBOOL" ^ffiESEY" "BALLARAT” "BUNDABERG" "BINGEEA" escort 
V Convoy DC93 for Port Kembla, Sydney and Newcastle•
v "COLACM departed Sydney 1638/4 to RV with and provide

additional escort for Convoy PC92.
(8) 4 LSI*s were to depart Pert Stephens 0800/4 for Brisbane.

Co) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - MSTUART" "H.T.ALLEN" "TOWNSVILLE"
"MILDUEA" "GLADSTONE" SC.741 12 LCI ML.428 
ML.429 ML.818 7 LST’s "WANGANELLA" (Hospital 
Ship)

(Repairing) "NEPAL" "SAUFLEY" "OHBVREUIL" "ALHENA" "RIGEL"
"MANUNEsA" (Hospital Ship)

(On Reserve) "WESTRALIA" "KAtflKBLA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "VAN GALEN" " MAN00 K A" "ATREUS"

"ALSEY" "ABRAHAM CRIJNSSEEJ" "DOOMBA”
(Refitting) "QUIBEHQN"

(ii) EMEMY FORCES

Jervis Bay - There were indications of enemy submarines 55 miles 
.south by west and 60 miles S .3 .E . of Jervis Bay at 01l0/4 and 
0120/4* Air searches proved negative*

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES 

(1> At Vanikoro - THORNTON (AVD)
{2} At EsjiPitu Santo - HONOLULU HELEM ST.LOUIS NASHVILLE

LEANDER (CL) LANSDOWNE STRONG 0 1BANNON RADFORD iSAURY 
WARD FARENEOLT McCALLA CHEVALIER (DD) BREESE GAMBLE 
PREBLE TREVOR (DM) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) MACKINAC (AVP) 
HUNTER LIGGETT (AP; MANLEY (APD) DIXIE (AD) PYRD (AS)
VESTAL (AR) ALCHIBA ALGORAB CELENO (AK) NEOSHO SABINE 
PLATTE PATUXENT IAPPAHAMOCE WHIPSTOCK (AO) CONSTANT (AM) 
ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN DIEGO SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY WOODWORTH CONYNGHAM 
SMITH PANNING DRAYTON PERKINS CASE CRAVEN LAMSON (DD) 
ENGADI2JE (APV) PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AG) McCAkVLEY (AP) 
KAJABA MERCURY TALAMANCA CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) 
TRYON (APH) PECOS 3UAMIC0 CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER 
ADROIT (AM) PAWNEE (AT) HOLLY (YN) S .31 (SS) ARD.2 KIWI 
MATA I TUI GALE (k /S  Vessels) SC. 518

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (AP) SAMOA (AM)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL

VIREO (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) ORTOLAN (ASR] 
MENOMINEE {AT) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS) ERSKINE 
PHELPS (AO)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SANGAMON SUWANNEE (ACV)
EATON WALLER PHILIP HENSHAW LANG WILSON CONY 
CONWAY (DD} BALLARD (AV) LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE N23CHES (AO) 
ROAMER PC.476 PC,479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(8) At Nandi - COfAHEE (ACV)
(9) At Auckland - EBOjSY (YN) PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)

(10) At Wellington - TAYLOR McCALL (DD) TPACY (DM) SHELDRAKE (AM)
MOUNT VERNON CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

NAVAL INCIDENTS

N I L.
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BMSMY * S PROBABLE NEXT MOVEM—M I W W W  L. LLUW—■—■

Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W .P.A, 
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea - S.W. coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

Increased submarine activity including transportation, 
reconnaissance and offensive operations, in all 
theatres.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .
'g~h~5~;t..S u m :

5/ fi/43



DAILY NAVAL BTJM̂ ARY 

PART II 

ALLIED & iXWY ORDER OJ BftPTLB

1. S0DTHW.E5T & SOUTH PACIFIC

■ALLIED FORCES

MDS? SECRET

4/5/43.

EKEMY FCBCES

BB

XCV

ACV

CA

Southwest pacific 
(Eastern Section)

AUSTRALIA

HOBART

South Pacific

IKQANA
WASHIHCTOU
MSSsACHtssm
MARYLAND-
COLORADO

ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA

CHEKANGO
SANGAMON
srfAjms

phoenix

JiOHOLULU 
■hELENA 
ST* L0UI  ̂
ISASHVILLE 
COLUMBIA 
C-IisVELAND 
HOWJPJSitLEER 
BENVSR 
san DIEGO 
SAW JUAN

Truk-Jalui t-Bismarcks- 
Solomons

YAMATO (poss. Empire)
MJSASHI
MUTSU
KONGO
liARUKA
NAGATO

2UIKAEQ

hitaxa

HAYATAKA 
ZUIHO

CHOYO

IJNYO

ATAGO
TAKAO
CKOKAI
HAGURD

KUMANO
SUZUYA
TONE
TIKU&A
AO BA

AGANQ
JINTSU
SENDAI
KATORI
KA3HIMA
NAGA3A
I3UZU
KENU
KD1W

M L

m

%
*

ARUNTA 
WAR RAMJNGA 
LE TRIOMPRANT
SELFRIDGE Approx. 45
PATTERSON 
HELM 
HENLEY 
EAGLET 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
RALPH TALBOT 
VAN GALEN 
Q.UIBE30N 
NEPAL
MJGFOHD .NICHOLAS,FLETCHER* J22JEEB )

Approx. 40

* Non-effective



■l
> South Bestem Pacific 

(Eastern Section)
South Pacific

Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-
Solomons

SS

•

GRSmjKG ) S.31 
G30HLER )
GmmtZSE ) At Brisbane 
TUNA )

ALBAOCBE )
IMJM )
CATO )
GFiAYEACK ) On Patrol
GHOUEEI )
P£J?Q )
SG&M& )

Approx. 30

K.9 at Sydney

AV/QYS CURTIS3
TAHGUR

ciiirosE
AKITSUSIilMA

XAV/XCVS

42

- 3 3

25 Approx. 30 ?

apa/afd/aka

ft

E.TtJBLJM
KAH003A
WJE3TRALIA
IaNIIjELA

10 APA
15 AFD
6 AKA

AS or IAS WLTQffl 3 or x/iore

A£ WB3IH
wHrraEY

DIXIE ?

*

AR - PROMETHEUS
VESTAL
RIGEL

2

AIRCRAFT (N.E. Area Only)

Filters 
M/Bombers 

^>E/Boaabers 
^plying Boats 

Floatplanes 
Transport A/C

256
104
16
15
52
23

* Hoa-effective

A

-  2 -



Clflfl'RiUu PACIFIC

BB

CY

ZCY 

AC V

£A

OCA

CL

XCL

MZ2SL.

XAV/XCYS

22.

0 s

ALLIED M)RC*S

K03TII CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
SET? MEXICO 
PEHN3*LYAHIA 
NEYADA

* WEST VIRGINIA
* CMJHXmU.
* TEKMSGEE

victorious

LONG ISLAND

NASSAU
ALTAMAEA
COPAllEE

LOUEVDLLb 
SAN FRANCISCO
WICIilTA 
SALT LAKE CITY 
HEW ORLEANS

* MIKKEAPOLIS
* PENSACOLA
* PORTLAND
* INDIANAPOLIS

RICilSOND 
RALEIGH 
DECK) IT

?

?

Approx. 20 

Approx. 40

ENEMY FORCiiS

ISE
FU&Q
YAMA3LIR0
HYUGA

* SHCKAK0
JfOSMO (Training Ship)

HYUHO

NACHI
1 Unidentified

* ASKIGARA

3 - 6 

A3UKUIVA

2

KISSHIN

3

Approx. 16 

Approx. 20

CA

3 . m m m  p^cmc

Ci COKCROD KISO
RICHMOND

XCL 2

DD 10 Approx. 4

SS 10 Approx. 10

* Non-effective



♦ #
4. EAST INDIES - INBEEAH OGEM

ALLjjSD FORCES ENEMY FORCES

South '?est Pacific Eastern Fleet Area 
(Western Section)

East Indies-Philippinee

CV 

ACV 

CA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

DD

#

AS or XAS

AIRCRAFT

ADELAIDE 
VAN HEEMSKERK

CHILDS
HERON
W.B.PRESTON

TJEKK HIDDES 
TROMP

GAR )
GREFADIER)
GUDGEON ) On Patrol 
THRESHER )
TROUT )

1 .12  At Exmouth Gulf

GRAYLING )
TAMBOR ) At Fremantle
TAUTOG ). *

FELIAS ?

(N.A.Area Only)

WARSFITE 
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

4 ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX
DEVONSHIRE
HAWKINS
FROBISHER

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
KENIA
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
AR3TEUSA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
CARADOC

ALA UNI A 
CARTHAGE 
CMITRAL ■ 
RAHPURA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

ALBATROSS

App?ox 27 

9

Fighters 
M/Bombers

f l y i n g  Boat? 
^Roatplanes 

Transport a/ c

$  No recent Intelligence.
Present location uncertain.

OTAKA

KASHII
01
KITAGAMI 

x NATORI

KAMO I 
x NOTORO

Approx 12 

10

109
72
3

30
22

*  Non-effective.



British —  MOST SECRET U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre
D A I L Y  N A V A L  S U M M A R Y

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 
Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 409 Date: gth May, .1 9 4 3

P A R T  I .

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

1 . NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/6 s

(1) "RALPH TALBOT” "GEELONG* ML.425 ML.426 escorting Convoy bT57
("CARDROSS* for Bowen, "MERKUR" "TULAGI* VAN DEK LIJN"
* JOHN WRITE AKER" "DUNTROON* "DUNDULA* " iffiCULAKA " "EM l? IRE 
HAMBLE" "KANOOLA" for Townsville) departed Caloundra 
16X5/4. "RALPH TALBOT" to provide escort to Percy Is. 
and return Brisbane. ML.425 to part company vicinity 
Lady Elliot Island and return Brisbane. ML.426 to be 
towed by "MERKUR* from Percy Islands to Townsville,

(2) "SUMNER* "SC .749" surveying Deboyne Island area.
(3) "SREPPARTGN* * POLARIS* surveying.
(4) "ECHUCA* escorting "VAN SWOLL" departed Port Moresby 1343/4 for

Milne Bay, was due 2030/5,
(5) "TULSA" "YMS.49* "YI.iS.50" escorting 6 PT»s departed Port Moresby

1826/3 for Thursday Island ETA p.m. 6 /5 .
(6) *WILCAMI A" "GUNBAR" escorting Convoy TD19 ("JAMES COOK" "TAMBAR"

"ALAGNA") departed Darwin 0648/30 for Thursday Island, 
were due 1030/6, .

(7) "SWAN" escorting "TAROONA* departed Milne Bay 0442/5 for Townsville
ETA 1830 /7 .,

(8) "BUHBtffiX" escorting Convoy WS12 ("HENRY D.THOREAU* HENUY DEARBORN")
departed Port Moresby 1700/2 for Townsville, were due 

2300/4.
(9) *YP.280* departed Thursday Island 0850/5 for Cairns ETA 0800/8.

(10) "WARREGO* deoarted Cairns 1251/4 for Thursday Island was due
0800/6.

(11) *SC,746* returning Brisbane after escort duty with "JUPITER .
(12) "SC.744" was to depart Townsville 0600/6 for Brisbane ETA 1600/10.
(13) "PC .1121" escorting Convoy TN84 ("YOCHOW" *WE&? CACTUS" "JANSSENS")

from Fitzroy Island to Milne Bay was due 1400/5.
(B  ) "YP,236" departed Caloundra 1744/4 for Cairns ETA 1200/10.
(15) 7 submarines on patrol,

(b ) In Barbour:

Oro Bay - Warship# & Aux. - "BROOME"
Merchant Vessels* "LORINM" „

Milne Bay - Warships *  Aux. - "SC .738* *SC.745« "KUliUMBA "HILO"
15 FI * s

Small Craft - Approx 50
Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - "KAPUHDA" "GLEKELG HDML.1074

BDML.1161 SC.750 
Merchant Vessels: "CHARON" "TIIEBEKS" " JAPARA*

"H.R.HELPER*
Small Craft - Approx 20



Thursday Is , 
Cairns

Palm Island

Townsville

Maryborough 
Bri sbane

- Warships & Aux.
- Warships & Aux.

- Warships & Aux.

- Warships & Aux.

- Warships & Aux.
- Warships & Aux.

"WARRAMUNGA"

- YMS.9 6 PTs
- "WHYALLA" 11 PLATYPUS" 2 PTs 

(refitting)
- "HOBART" * HELM" nHENLEY"

"MUGFOHD"
- "BOWEN" SC.747 ML.814 ML.817 

YP.291 "YUNNAN® (ASIS)
- "PIRIS" "ROCKHAMPTON"
- "AUSTRALIA" "SELFRIDGE" "ARUNTX" 
"VENDETTA" "BAGLEY'1 "GYMPIE"

"GOULBURN" "LITHGO'jH" '’FULTON" "POYANG" (ASIS) 
YP.233 YMS.IO YII3.11 YMS.46 YMS.47 YMS.48 
YM3.51 Y&S.52 YfcS.53 YMS.71 SC. 740 SC. 748 
PC.1119 YDG.2 LST.452 ML.424 ML.427 ML.817 

"CENTAUR" (Hospital Ship)
(Repairing, Trials etc.) - "WAGGA" ,fKAT00fiBA” "VICTOKIA18

"AA3E MAER3K"

(c ) Proposed Movements:

(1) "VENDETTA" escorting "WILLARD A.HOLBROOK" to depart Caloundra 
1900/6. MWILLARD A,HOLBROOK" routed through 27°30*S 
156° D1JE,

(ii) ENEMY FORCES:

(1) Vella Lavella - 8 Corsairs, 3 Lightnings thoroughly strafed .
lyanga Plantation (12 miles S. by E. Sokovovi Point) 0755/5.

(2) Kolombangara - 2 cargo vessels were observed approaching Vila
at 2200/4, and aere sighted again proceeding westward early 
a .ni. 5 /5#

(3) Kavleng Area - A convoy of four vessels including two destroyers
was sighted 75 miles S. W• of Kaviang coarse 130° at 1C20/5,
The position and course would appear to Indicate that the 
convoy was en route Rabal,

( 4 )Wewak - 4 B.24*s attacking Wewak 173C/4 reported sighting one 
4-5000 ton cargo vessel near Kairiru Isfend, one gunboat 
south of MUschu Strait and 4 cargo vessels of 4-500 tons 
In th e  vicinity of the town. Photos revealed one 4-5000 
ton merchant vessel, 3 luggers and 32 barges near Kairiru 
Island and 2 coasters and 58 barges in Wewak Harbour. This 
total of ninety barges marks a further Increase in the con­
centration of these craft in this area, and may Indicate 
preparations for the unloading of large convoys. Partial 
coverage of Wewak aerodrome revealed twenty serviceable 
fighters, two probable twin-engined fighters and three 
serviceable light bombers. Five floatplanes were photographed 
off Kairiru Island. Visual sightings reported 3 medium bombers 
on Boram runway.

Seven to nine fighters intercepted and one was observed 
smoking after attack.

For attack on shipping - see Naval Incidents,
(5) Salaraaua - The attack launched by an allied company on

Sebdubi 3/5 was successful! The enemy withdrew towards 
Salamaua.

NORTH WESTERN AREA;

(1) ALLIED FORCES 

(aJ At 3ea to 12 00 /6 :

(1) "LATKOSE" escorting "ISLANDES" departed t&rwin 1056/2 for
Thursday Island via Goulburn Island (was due a.m. 
3 /5 ) , Millingimbi and Weasel Island.

(2) "CASTLEMAINE" escorting Convoy TD19 ("BUR/;AH" "DARVEL"., tug
"FORCEFUL") departed Thursday Island C447/3 for 
Darwin ETA 0330/7,

(3) 4 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Barbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "INVERBLL" 1L.815
Merchant Vessels: "MATTHEW FLINDERS" "YARRA"

-  2 -



^  (i) a l l ie d  forces

(a) At Sea to 12QQ/6;

(1) "CHANTICLEER8 "SC .739" "SC ,751" departed Adelaide a.m. l /5
for Fremantle. Arrived Albany 1015/5*

(2) "LARK" departed Fremantle 1505/5 for Exmouth Gulf.
(3) "VAN HEEMSKERK" "TJEBK HIDDE3" en route Exmouth Gulf to

Fremantle ETA 1loo/s,

(b) In Harbour t

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" ■TROMP" "HOfSIAM"
"DUBBO" WALLAROO" "OTUS" "CHILDS" "0OLD STAR" 
!tYP• 286* "WHITNEY"

Exmcuth Gulf - Warships & Aux, - "W.B.PRESTOK" "HERON" "PELIAS"
"ISABEL8 "WHIPPOORWILL" K*12

-5.' SOUTH WESTERN AfcBA

4. EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 00/6?

(1) "DELOB AIKE " " YAN DRA M "BENDIGO" "FREMANTLE" escorting Convoy
PG49 (10 MV) departed Caloundra 1550/4 ETA Newcastle
T3o5/6,

.(2) "KALGGOKLIE" escorting "BUNGAREE" departed Caloundra 0929/5 
for Sydney ETA 1700/7.

(3) "KYBRA" departed Sydney G710/4 for training cruise Broken Bay,
Newcastle and Port Stephens area.

(4) "VAN GALEN" departed Port Melbourne 1645/5 to render assistance
to "WILLIAM CRAWFORD" in approx position 44°57»S 
147°40»E at 1200/5.

(5) "WARRJAMBOOL" "MORESBY" "BALLARAT" "BUNDABERG" "BINGERA" esoortlng
Convoy 0C92 (12 M7) for Port Kecbla, Sydney and Newcastle 
"COL AC11 departed Sydney 1638/4 to RV with and provide 
additional escort for Convoy PC92.

(6) "LE TRICMPHANT" escorting "KATOO&23A" (for Brisbane) was to depart
Sydney 0930/6. "LE TRICMPHANT" to provide escort to 
Caloundra and return Sydney.

(7) "PATTERSON* was to proceed to Newcastle tc tend survivors of
"FINGAL". To m  with "LE TRIOMPHANT" escorting 
"KATOOMBA" before dusk 6/5*

(b I In Harbour s

Svdney - Warships^ Aux. - "STUART" *H.T.ALLEN" "TOWNSVILLE"
"MjLDtJEA" "GLADSTONE" SC *741 ML.428 ML.429 
ML.818 7 LST*s "WA8GANELLA" (Hospital Ship) 

(Repairing) "KEPAL" "SAUFLLY" "CHEVHSUIL" "ALHENA" "RICEL"
"MANUBDA*' (Hospital Ship)

(On Reserve) "rgSTRALIA" "KANIMBLA5*
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "ilANCORA" "ATREUS" "AL3EY"

"ABRArlA  ̂ 0 RIJNS SEN" "DOOMBA"
(Refitting) "QU-IE3H0N"

(ii)  EKEMY FORCES

Submarine Activity-East Coast - "FINGAL" was torpedoed and sunk 
miles o. •  os' Coff^s Harbour 1335/e (see Naval Incidents). 

tyP indications reveal that at least one other submarine Is 
operating off the southeastern Australian coast.

« 3 *



3*ftTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

1) At Vanikoro - THORNTON (AVD)
2) At Espiritu ianto - liEAHDEH (CL) LANSDOWNE STRONG C’BANNOW

RADFOKD MAimr WARD FARENHQLT McCALLA CHEVALIER (DD) 
TREVOR (DM) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) MACKINAC (AV?)
HUNTER LIOGBTT (AP) MANLEY (APD) DIXIE (AD) FYRO (AEj 
VESTAL (AR) AL CHIBA ALGO M B  CELENO (AK) NEOSHO SABINE 
PLATTE TAP PAHA NNOGK A'HIPSTOCK (AO) CONSTANT (AM) 
ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON IMDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN DIEGO SAN JOAN (CL) KILTY WOODWORTH CONYNC-HAM 
JENKINS SMITH FANNING DRAYTON PERKItS CASE CRAVEN 
LAMSON (DD) ENGADTRE (APV) PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGGNNE (AG)
Me CAWLEY (AP) i&AJABA MERCURY TaLAMANCA CASTOR (AK)
SCHLEY WATERS (AFD) TRYOfi (APR) PESOS PATUXENT SUAM ICO 
CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER SHELDRAKE ADROIT (AM) PAWNEE (AT 
HOLLY (YN) S .31 (3S) ARD.2 KIWI MATAI TUI GALE (A/s 
Vessels) SC,518

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LEG I OK (AP) SAMOA (AM)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL

VIREO (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN} vYANDAKX (YT) ORTOLAN (A3R 
MENOMINEE (AT) 3T3ATPORD (AP) PATHFINDER (A3S) ERSKINE 
PHELPS (AO)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (B3) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) D RENAN GO SANGAMON SIP/ANNSE (ACV)
EATON WALLER PHILIP REN SHAW LANG WILSON CONY 
CONWAY (DD) BALLAHD (AV) LACKA&A.1NA KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO) 
RGAMER PC. 476 PC, 479 RAPPAHANNOCK (ADG)

(8) At Nandi - CDPAEEE (ACV)
(9) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)

(10) At Wellington - TAYLOR MeCALL (DD) TRACY (DM) MOUNT VERNON 
CRESCENT CITY (A?) LIBRA (AK)

Wewak - Four Liberators attacked shipping at Sewsk at 1730/4* 
After making one run over the vsaterfrcent where two 4-500 ton 
ships were near new jetties, a 4-5000 ton cargo vessel nee.r 
Kairiru Is. was bombed from about 7000 feet with 500-lb. 
instantaneous demolition bombs. Two cr three direct hits 
and several near misses are claimed and photos cdnfirir. two 
probable direct hits. The ship was last seen listing and 
emitting dense black s^acke.

Coffs Harbour - S.S« ’’FINGAL” (Norwegian - 2,137 tons) was
iorpeaoearat 1335/5 26 miles S.E . of Coff»s Earbour (30033*S 
153°30»E) and sank in about one minute. Reports to hand 
indicate that 12 or more survivors ha^e ‘been rescued*

"FINGAL” departed Sydney 0850/4 for fjowen escorted 
by U.S. Destroyer ” PATTERSON” , An anti-submarine patrol 
aircraft stw two torpedoes converging on '’P’lNGAL" from 
seaward and a doubtful contact was made by ’’PATTERSON"; 
otherwise, no sign of the subnarine was noted.

(1) strong consolidation advanced positions S.W.P.A,
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea - 3.W. coast .Dutch New 
Guinea - Timov /Ara^ura sea Islands*

(2) Increased submarine activity inelu“* " ‘ ‘ ‘ *
reconnaissance and offensive ope: 
theatres.

NAVAL INCIDENTS

ENEMY’ S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE
ssssBsmmmmxmmmBxsBBaaacxBematsassBswmsmmsam

FCJf^DIRECrOR C .O .I.C
G. H. q. , S.W .P.A



DAILY NAVAL SUIffiAHY

paht n _

IgyyB, & M8M& 9ZSM. 0i' MS!£JL

1. SOUfHSlST « SCUTu frAClfrlft. 

ALLIED S U E S .

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific

kdsT secret 

5/5/43.

M  EORCIiS

Truk-Jaluit-Biamarcks- 
Solomons

SI

XCV

ASl

CA

CL

AUSTRALIA

HOBART

INDIANA
WASHINGTON
MASSACHUSETTS
MAfTELAND
COLORADO

ENTERPRISE
SARATOGA

CHiiNANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE

p m m x
HONOLULU
HELENA
ST. LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUffilA
CLEVELAND
mobtpellier

DENVER
SAN DIEGO
3 AN JUAN

YAilATO (posa. Empire)
MUSASHI
MJ2SU
KONGO
HA5SNA
NAGATO

ZUIKAKO

HTTAKA
HAYATAKA
ZDIHO

CMDYO

WHO

jSTAfiO 
TAKAO 
CHOKAI 
HAGURO 
KDMAND 
S'JZUYA 

TONE 
TIKB2SA 

* AOBA

AGANO
JB3T5U
SENDAI
SATORI
KASHIMA
N&ARA
ISU2.U
otto
KUMA

DD

*
*

ARUNTA
WARRA&UNGA
le  thiosphaht
SELFRIDGE Approx. 45
PAL’ SSRSQN

HELM
HENLEY
BAGLEY
STUART
SENDEi'TA

RALPH TALBOT

VAN GALIN
QUIBERON

NEPAL
IfiJCSXRD

* Non-effective « 1

Approx. 40



Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

GHE3ULING
GROVLEB

GUATaDFIoK
TUNA

albscqhe

D im .
CATC
GB&TCACK
GROfcPEK
P2P0
oC

South Pacific
Truk-Jaluit-Bismercka-

SolomoiB

Approx. 30

On Patrol

K*S at Sydney

CUBT2S5
TM K kim

*
*

AY/CVB

m A m *

A3 Or XAS 

&

E.T. JLLEN 
MA3JOORA 
WESTBALIA 
KteOMHlA

FULTON

DOBBIN

AIRCRAFT (N »E« Area Only)

F i l t e r s  
Ĵ Bombers 
SE/Bombera 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport A/C

* Kon-effcctire

- 2 -



BB

53I

m .

ACV

a

OCA

&

&

w /m >

5.A

ql

xgL

E£

#  ss

2. cmirnL pacific

T ■T'SD FQHCIS

NORTE CARDLIHA 
D A »
MISolSJlFri
mw m n .00
PEEKSYLVANIA 

NEVADA 
& 1EST TOttEHA
• CALIFOMIA
* fERSBSSEE

7IC7I0RI0US

U0£C liUlSD

mss in 
alsaisaha

CQPAHE1
LOrXL-VTLLB 
is AH FHAMCISCO
WICHITA

SALT LAKE CITY 
ffiW ORLeAMS

* KD3KLAP0H3
* FKH3AC0LA
* POKTLAra)
* INDIANAPOLIS

lii l*E=

ISE
FUBO
YAMSHIBO
KYUGA

«= SilOKAMJ
1DSI1Q (Training Ship)

HYUED

NACI1I
1 Unidentified 
ASHIGARA

b ic h k :^
PALEIGH
DETROIT

?

1

^prox* 20 

Approx, 40

ABUKM4
TAMA

2

NIS ÎIIK

2

Approx, 16 

Approx, 30

NORTHERN PAOIFIS.

COWCORD
KLcmiom

£130

10

10

Approx, 4 

Approx, 10

« SteQ-effective



t- - 4* EAST im m j - INDIAN OCMN

allied mmss enemy forces

Sl_

ACV

CA

Sk

M i

AV/gn

m

£fc>

Southwest Pacific 
(Western Section)

ADEL&ILB 
Vm HEEM3KSHK

CKHJ33
HERON
W.B. PRE3T0H

MERE HIDDS3 
TRCMP

Eastern Fleet Area

WAHSPXTii
RESOLUTION
R OTGE

^ ILU&TKIOUS

SUSSEX
DEVONSHIRE
HAWKS©
FROBEftER

MAURITIUS

GAHSB1A
KENYA
SWFEHPHI3E
LIVERPOOL
ARETHOSA
CERES
mismrss
CAPETOTN
w arn :
CARAD03

ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE

CHITRAL
iiafpum
RANCHI
10!6SS'TER3RZRE

ALBAJROSii

Approx. 2?

GAR )
GRENADIER)
GUBGSOi'v ) On Patrol
THRESHER )

K.12 At Exmouth Gulf

GRAYLING )
TAM80R )
TAUTQG ) At Fremantle
‘TROUT )

AS car XAS PELIAS

AIRCRAFT (N.F. Area Only)

Fight srs 
i^Bombors 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport A/G

$ No recent intelligence.
Prosent location uncertain.

East Incies-philippines

QTAKA

KASHI1
01
KITAGAMI

•  MATO HI

* NOTORO

Approx. 12

11171334
22

• Non-effective.
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British —  MOST SECRET U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre
D A I L Y  N A V A L  S U M M A R Y

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 
Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 410 Date: 7th May, 1943

P A R T I.

SOUTH WKJT PACIFIC AREA 

1 . NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/7:

(1) ’’RALPH TALBOT" "GEELONG” escorting Convoy TS28 ( "SWARTENHONDT"
” OR MIST ON” ) to Brisbane. --------

(2) "MUGFORD" escorting Convoy TN87 ("TIME" "REIJUST") departed
Townsville 1210/6 tor Milne Bay ETA 1700/9.

(3) "BROOME" escorting "YQCHCM" departed Milne Bay 1318/6 for Oro
Bay ETA 1400/7.

(4) "SC .750” departed Port Moresby 1406/6 for Milne Bay ETA 1400/7.
(5) "SUMNER" "SC .749" surveying Deboyne Island area.
(6) "SHEPPARTON" "POLARIS" surveying.
(7) "WARREGO" escorting "MAETSUYCKER" was to depart Thursday Island

0900/7 for Merauke ETA 0200/8.
(8) "SWAN" escorting "TAROONA" departed Milne Bay 0442/5 for Townsville

ETA 1830/7.
(9) "SC .738" escorting "KURUr.tBA" departed Milne Bay 34 59 /5  for

Townsville 0730/8.
(10) "YP.280" departed Thursday Island 0850/5 for Cairns ETA 0800/8.
(11) "SC .744" departed Townsville 0600/6 for BrL sbane ETA 1600/l0.
(12) "BISHOPDALE" en route PaLm Island to Townsville ETA 1330/7.
(13) "ML.425" en route Lady Elliot Island to Brisbane,
(14) SC*s 648, 698, 731, 732, 981 en route Noumea to Brisbane ETA

Cape More ton 1000/9.
(15) "VENDETTA" escorting "WILLARD A.HOLBROOK" departed Caloundra

1505/6. To escort to 15 9° E and return Brisbane.
(16) "BCJNBURY" escorting Convoy TN88 ("ASPASIA NOMIKOS" "GENERAL

VERSPIJCK") departed Townsville 1820/6 for Port Moresby 
ETA 1400/9.

(17) "MERITOR" towing JSL.426 en route Townsville.
(18) "YP.236" departed Caloundra 1744/4 for Cairns ETA 1200/10.
(19) 7 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour:

Milne Bay

Port Moresby

Thursday Is .

- »Var ships & Aux. - "ECHUCA" " SC.745" "PC. 1121" "HILO
15 PT»s

Merchant Vessels: "WEST CACTUS" "JAN3SENS" "VAN SWOLL" 
Small Craft - Approx 50

- Warships & Aux. - "KAPUNDA" "GLENELG" HDML.1074
HDML.1161

Merchant Vessels: "CHARON" "THEDENS" " JAPARA"
"II. R. HELPER"

Small Craft - Approx 20
- Warships & Aux. - "WILCANNIA" "TULSA" "GUNBAR" YMS.9

YMS.49 YMS.50 12 PTs

- 1 -



Cairns

Palm Island 
Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane

- warships & Aux. -

- Warships & Aux.
- Warships & Aux. -

- Warships & Aux. -
- Warships 5c Aux.

"WHYALLA" “PLATYPUS'*
2 PTs refitting

SC.747 ML.814 ML.817 YP.291 
"YUNNAN" (ASIS)
"FIRIS" "ROCKHAMPTON**
"AUSTRALIA” "SELFRIDGE” "AHUNTA"

"WARRAMUNGA" "GOULBURN" "LITEGOW" "FULTON"
"POYANG" (ASIS) 
YMS.47 YMS*48
SC. 740 SC. 746 
ML.424 ML.427

(Repairing, Trials etc) - "GYMPIE" "WAGGA" "SATCOMBA" "VICTORIA"
"AASE MAERSft"

YP,£33 
YMS.51 
SC. 748 
ML.817

YMS. 10 YMS. 11 YMS,46 
YMS.52 YMS.53 YMS.71 
PC.1119 YDG.2 LST.45S

(c ) Proposed Movements:

(1) "HOBART" "HENLEY" "HELM" to deoart Palm Island p.m. 7/5 for 
Cid Harbour ETA a.m. 3 /5 . "BISHOPDALE to depart 
Townsville 2000/7 to rejoin TF.74 on passage.

(ii )  ENEMY FORCES

(1) Shorthands - 11 merchant vessels including one large were
sighted in Shorthands anchorages noon 6 /5 . Previous 
reconnaissance 3/a reported 11 merchant vessels and one 
destroyer.

(2) Munda - 78 aircraft comprising 19 Dauntless, 18 Avengers,
8 arhawks covered by 16 Corsairs, 16 Wildcats bombed and 
strafed Munda 0830/6. Many fires were started and numerous 
explosions were reported by an observer two hours later* 
Intensive A.A. was encountered. On® Avenger 3hot down and 
one Wildcat missing.

(3) Solomon3 Aircraft - Photos 5/5 reveal -
Baliale (three-quarter coverage) h 4 fighters

(one tenth coverage - 4 floatplanesFalsi
Vila .
Munda ) no optative aircraft

(4) New Hanover-Kayieng Area - The report of a convoy a? 4
vessel's reported In yesterday’ s summary 75 miles S,'ff, of 
Kavieng is now corrected. The convoy comprising two light 
cruisers, two destroyers was sighted 60 miles S .S .E . of 
Kavieng course 130° speed 25 knots at 1020/5.

She same aircraft also reported sighting between 
1100-1145/5 one 2500 ton cargo vessel stationary off the 
east coast of New Hanover and one 1000 ton vessel in Ysabel 
Passage course 340°.

The aircraft report stated that the damaged "AOBA" 
class cruiser previously reported north of Baudlssin Is. 
was no longer there. The reconnaissance was made from 12 00 
feet and visibility was reported as good except over Kavieng 
proper,

(5) Gasmata, - Two medium bombers were sighted on the aerodrome
TUT5/6.

(5) Salamaua Area - It is now reported that the eamemy have been 
confined to and surrounded in three positions on the north 
end of Bobdubi Ridge. Mopping up is in progress. On 
an enemy patrol of 72 was ambushed 2| miles S. of Bobdubi 
and 25 were killed.

An allied patrol moving towards Dual! (8 miles S .S .E . 
Salamaua) encountered heavy enemy fire In the vicinity of a 
river junction 4 miles east of Mubc.

Three Bostons bombed and strafed enemy positions in 
the Green’ s Hill area 1028-1042/6,

m

NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) &  LIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/7?

(1) "LATROEE" escorting "ISLANDER" departed Darwin 1056/2 for 
Thursday Island via Goulburn Island (was due a.m.2



5 /5 ) , Mllllngimbi and WesseJ. Island,
(2) 5 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "CAdTLEMAINE” "IRVERELL" ML.815
Merchant Vessels : "MATTHEW FLINDERS" "YARRA"

”DARVEL" ”BURWAHn

(il) ENEMY FORGES

(1) Manokwarl - Aircraft attacking Manokwari 1020/6 reported
sighting one merchant vessel of 2000 tons, possibly the 
vessel damaged in the attack 15 /, and three or up of 
1000 tons,

(2) Babe - Photos 4 /5  reveal 16 aircraft on the aerodrome.
(3) Aroe Islands - 6 Beaufighters destroyed nine floatplanes on

the beach and in the water at Taberfane (Maikoor 'Bay) 
morning 6 /5 . One lugger containing 12 soldiers w&s also 
strafed and sunk, One Beaufighter missing,

Indian Ocean - A large unidentified aircraft was over the 
cocos Island area 0935-1010/6,

i

(4)

. SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200 /7 :

(1) "CHAKTICLEER” ”30.739" "SC .751” escorting "EDWARD LIVINGSTOKE”
departed Albany 1450/6 for Fremantlfe ,

(2) "LARK” departed Fremantle 1505/6 for Eimouth Gulf,

(b) In Harbour:

Premantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE” "TROHP" "VAN HEEMSKERK
HORSHAM” "DUBBO” "lALLAROO" "OTUS" "CHILDS” 

"GOLD STAR” ”YP.286,! "WHITNEY”
Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "TJERK HIDDE3" "W.B.PRESTON"

”HERON” "PELIAS” "ISABEL” "WHIPPOORWILL” K.12

EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/7;

(1) "KALGOORLIE” escorting "BUNGAREE” departed Caloundra 0929/5 
for Sydney ETA 1700/7.

„0AGLEY” d®Parted Brisbane 083C/6 for Sydney ETA C900/8.
(3) CENTAUR (Hospital Ship) departed Brisbane 1135/e for Sydney

ETA 0700/8. ** *
(4) "iviBRA” departed Sydney 0710/4 for training cruiser Broken Bay,

Newcastle and Port Stephens area.
(5) VAK GALEN" departed Port Melbourne 1545/5 te render assistance

to WILLIAM CRAWFORD” which was later reported to 
have arrived Hobart 1200/6.

(6) LS TRIOMPHANT" escorting H.T.^KATOOMBA" departed Sydney
1015/5 for Brisbane ETA 0015/9. "PATTERSON” was to 

/rr\ beroi,e 3 /5  and provide additional escort.
(7) MORESBY” ”BALLARAT "COLAC” "BINGERA" escorting Convoy 0C92

to Newcastle* ---------

(b) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships &  Aux. - "WARRNASffiOOL” "DELORAINE” "YANDRA"
"BENDIGO’1 "FREMANTLE” ”BUNDABERG” "H.T.ALLEN” 
TOWNSVILLE” "MILDURA" "GLADSTONE” SC. 741 
ML.428 ML.429 ML,818 7 LST's "RIGEL" 

”WANGANELLA” (Hospital Ship)
3 -



Sydney (Contd.) - Warships 8c Aux.
\ (Repairing) "NEPAL" "SAUFLEY* *STUART" CHEVREUIL"
^ "ALH3NA" "MANUNDA" (Hospital Ship)

(On Reserve) "WESTHALIA" "KANIMBLA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "MANOCRA" "ATREUS" "ALSEY"

"ABRAHAM CRIJNSSEN" ”DOOMBA"
(Refitting) "QUIBERON"

(c } Proposed Movements;

(1) "AUSTRALIA" "ARUNTA™ to depart Brisbane 1000/8 for Sydney.

CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - THORTON (AVD)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - LSAWDER (CL) LANSDOTCTE STRONG O'BANNON

RADFORD MAURY WARD FARENHOLT MeCALLA CHEVALIER (DD) 
TREVOR (DM) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) MACKINAC (AVP)
HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) MANLEY (APD) DIXIE (AD) FYRO (AE)
VESTAL (AR) ALOEIBA ALGORAB CELENO (AK) NEOSHO SABINE 
PLATTE TAPPAHANNOCK WHIPSTOCK (AO) CONSTANT (AM)
ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN DIEGO SAN JUAN {CL) KILTY WOODWORTH CONYNGEAM 
JENKINS SMITE FANNING DRAYTON PERKINS CASE CRAVEN 
LAMSON (DD) ENGADINE (APV) PRDMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AG) 
McCAWLEY (AP) KAJABA MERCURY TALAMANCA CASTOR (AK)
SCHLEY WATERS (APD) TRYON (AFH) PECOS PATUXENT SBAJLICO 
CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER SHELDRAKE ADROIT (AM) PAWNEE (AT 
HOLLY (YN) S .31 (S3) AHD.2 KIWI MATAI TUI GALE (A/S 
Vessels) 30*518

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT) , v , .
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LESION (AP) SAMOA (AM)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL

VIREO (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WAMDANK (YT) ORTOLAN(ASR) 
MENOMINEE (AT) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS) ERSKINE 
PHELPS (AC)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SANGAMON SUWANNEE (ACV)
EATON WALLER PHILIP REN SHAW LANG WILSON CONY 
CONWAY (DD) BAXLARD (AV) LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO 
ROAMER PC.476 PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK {AOG)

(8) At Nandi - COPAHEE (ACV)
(9) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) FINCKNEY {AK) SOLACE (AH)

(10) At Wellington - TAYLCR McCALL (DD) TRACY (DM) MOUNT VERNON 
CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

NAVAL INCIDENTSssmaammamtmmmemmmmmaammmm

Japanese Shipping Losses - April 1943 —  The following record 
of1 successful attacks on enemy snipping by aircraft and 
surface forces under Commander South West Pacific Area during 
April 1943 covers vessels of a minimum 500 tons. Where the 
tonnage of a vessel is not known it is presumed to be of 
500 tons.

Sunk 1 cruiser
1 probable heavy destroyer 
1 submarine
3 merchant vessels

Serious ly Damaged 
probably Sunk 1 destroyer

1 gunboat
2 merchant vessels



Damaged 3 destroyers 
1 patrol vessel 

10 merchant vessels

During the same month aircraft and surface forces 
under Commander South Pacific Area inflicted the following 
losses on enemy shipping: -

Sunk 3 submarines
1 merchant vessel

Probably Sunk 1 merchant vessel

Damaged 2 merchant vessels

ENEMY'S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W.p.A*
particular! y Central and Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea - S.W, coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands,

(2) Further reinforcement and increased activity in
Northern Theatre.

(3) Intense submarine activity including transportation,
reconnaissance and offensive operations, in all 
theatres, "

Por d ir ec to r  C. 0 . 1 . C.
G .H .Q ., S .W .P .A .

7 /5 /43



MOST SECRET

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART II 

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OP BATTLE

1 . SOUTHWEST & 3SUTH PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES

6/5/43

ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific
Truk-Jalui t-Bi smar cks• 

Solomons

BB

CV

kCV

AC V

CA

CL

XCL

DD

AUSTRALIA

ECBAKT

3t
X

ARUNTA
IVARRAMUNGA
IiE TRIOMPHAHT
SELFRIDGE
PATTERSON
HELM
HENLEY
3AOLEY
STUART
VENDETTA
RALPH TALBOT
YAH G ALEN
QUIBERON
NEPAL
MUGFORD

INDIANA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

SARATOGA

CHENANGO
3AMGAMON 
3UVTANKEE

HONOLULU .
HELENA
ST. I. GUIS
NASF/ILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MOMTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGC
SA3I JUAN

Approx 40

YAM AT 0 (00s s. fflapire)
MUSASHI
MUTSU
KONGO
HAIiUNA
NAGATO

ZUIKAKU

HITAKA
HAYATAKA
ZUIHO

CHUYO
UNTO

ATaGO 
TAKAO 
CHOKAI 
HAGURO 
K9MAH0 
SUZUYA 
TONE 
TI3CDMA 

ie AOBA

AGANO
JIKTSU
SEIDAI
KATORI
KASHIMA
NAGARA
ISUZU
KINU
KUMA

Approx 40

3t Non-effective

- 1 -



/

Y *
■S'

Southwest Pacific South Paciflc 
(Eastern Section)

Truk-Jaluit-Bisiaarcks-
Solomons

# S  GREENLING ) S .31 
GROWLER ) A. _ . ^ 
GUAHDFISH } Brisbane

I UNA )

Approx 30

ALBACOKE )
DRUM )
3ATO )
3RAYBACK ) On Patrol 
GROUPER }
PETO )
SGM P )

K. 9 At Sydney

AV/CVS - GTTRTTSS 

0  TANGIER
CHITOSE
AKITSUSHIMA

XAV/XCVS - a 5

JEE 25 Approx 30 9*

APAApd/AKA H.T.ALLEN i n  A PA 

MANOORA 1 5  APD 
je WESTRALIA 6 AKA 
x XANIMBLA

AS or XAS FULTON 3 op more

AD DOBBIN DIXIE
«HI 1 W

?

AR RIGEL PROMETHEUS
VESTAL

2

AIRCRAFT (N.E. Area Orly)

Fighters 
^y3ombers 
^P^Bombers 
flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport a/ c

256
104
16

6
52
23

k  Non-effective

•
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V

BB

CENTRAL PACIFIC

CV

XCV

ACV

k I WASHINGTON
NORTH CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
SB UK SYLVAN IA 
NEVADA

*  VSE3T VIRGINIA
*  CALIFORNIA
*  TENNESSEE

VICTORIOUS 
j ENTERPRISE

LONG ISLAND

NASSAU 
ALTAKAHA 
COPAHES

LOUISVILLE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA 
NEW ORLEANS

*  SALT LAKE CITY
*  MINNEAPOLIS 
Jt PENSACOLA
*  PORTLAND
*  INDIANAPOL IS

ALLIED FORCES

ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA

ENEMY FOR0ES

Jt SHOKAKU
.HOSHO (Training Ship)

RYUHO

NACHI
1 Unidentified 

X ASHIGARA

OCA - 3

CL RALEIGH
DETROIT

ABUKTJMA
TAMA

XCL - 2

AV/CVS ? N ISSH IN

XAV/XCVS
> '

? 2

DD Approx 20 Approx 16

• Approx 40 Approx 30

3. NORTHERN P A C IF IC

CA -

CL CONCORD
RICmsOWD
TRENTON

KISO

XCL - 2

DD 10 Approx 4

SS

- A ------

10 Approx 10

*  Non-effective



4. BAST INDIES - INDIAN OCEAN 

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

^outhwest Pacific Eastern pleet Area 
(western section)

East Indies-Phil ippinae

WARSPITS
RESOLUTION
R3Y¥NGE

j{ ILLUSTRIOUS

CL

XCL

Aff/cVS

DD

ADELAIDE 
VAN BEEMSKERK
THOMP

CHILDS
HERON
W.B.PRESTON 

TJERK HIDDES

SUSSEX
DEVONSHIRE
EAWKIKS
FROBISHER
MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
HEKYA
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
ARETHU3A
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
GAHADOC

ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE 
CHITFAL 
RAN PURA 
Hm CEI
WORCESTERSHIRE

ALBATROSS

App’ ox 27

GAR )
GREKADIER ) -
GTOGEON ) 00 Patro1

/^THRESHER )

/

\

K*12 At Em outh Gulf

GRAYLING )
TAf/iJOR )

\ TAUTOG 
\TROUT

AS or XAS PELIAS

At Fremantle

AIRCRAFT (Xx&H  H.W.Area Only)

Fighters
M/Bombers

J lying Boats 
loatplanes 
Transport A/c

4 No recent Intelligence
Present looatlon uncertain.

KASHII
01
KITAGAMI 

i  NATORI

2

KAMOI 
*  NOTOHO

Approx 12

*  Non-effective



C .O .I.C .
British —  M O ST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQU ARTERS 

SO U T H  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 411 Date: 8th May, 1943

P A R T I .

A . SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/8:

(1

(2
(3

(4
(5
(6

(7

(8
(9

(10

(11
(12
(13

(14

(15
(18

"RALPH TALBOT” "GEELONG” escorting Convoy TS28 ("SWARTENHONDT" 
”ORMISTON") to Brisbane.

"WARRAMUNGA" "LITHGOW" exercising with submarine to seaward of 
Cape More ton.

"MUGFORD" escorting Convoy TN87 ("TIME" "REIJUST") departed 
Townsville 1216/6 Tor” Milne Bay ETA 1700/9.

"SUMNER" "SC .749" surveying Deboyne Is . area.
"SHEPPARTON" "POLARIS" surveying.
"SC .738" escorting "KURUMBA" departed Milne Bay 1459/5 for 

Townsville, was due 0730/8.
"YP.280" departed Thursday Island 0850/5 for Cairns, was due 

0800/8.
" SC.744" departed Townsville 0600/6 for Brisbane ETA 1600/10,
"GILMER" escorting "DEIMOS" en route Noumea to Townsville ETA 

1300/8.
"BROOKS" escorting"ALUDRA" en route Espiritu Santo to Brisbane 

ETA 1000/11.
SC*s 648, 698, 731, 732, 981 en route Noumea to ia»isbane, were 

due Cape Moreton 1000/8.
"ML.425" en route Lady Elliot Island to Brisbane.
"BUNBURY" escorting Convoy TN88 ( "ASPASIA NOMIKOS" "GENERAL

VERSPIJCK") departed Townsville 1820/6 for Port Morest 
ETA 1400/9.

"SC .747" was to RV with Convoy TN89 ("VAN DER LIJN") at 0330/8 
and escort to Milne Bay ETA 1159/11.

"YP.236" departed Caloundra 1744/4 for Cairns ETA 1200/10.
7 submarines on patrol.

(to) In Harbour: 

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay

Port Moresby

Thursday Is. 

Cairns

- Warships & Aux. - ’’BROOME"
Merchant Vessels: "YOCHOW"

- Warships & Aux. - "ECBUCA" "SC .745" "SC .750" "PC .1121'
"HILO" 15 PT»s 

Merchant Vessels: "WEST CACTUS” "JANSSENS" "VAN S^OLL’ 
Small Craft - Approx 50

- Warships & Aux. - "KAPUNDA" "GLENELG" "HDML.1074
HDML.1161

Merchant Vessels: "CHARON" "THEDENS" "JAPARA"
"H.R.HELPER"

Small Craft - Approx 20
- Warships k Aux. - "WILCANNIA" "TULSA" YMS.9 YMS.49

YMS.50 12 PTs
- a rships & Aux. - "SWAN" "WwYALLAw "PLATYPUS"

2 PTs refitting



A
Cid Harbour 

Town3vill*

Maryborough
Brisbane

(Repairing,

- Warships & Aux. - ''HOBART* "HENLEY* "HELM*
r’BISHO?BALErt

- Warships & Aux. - ML*426 ML*814 EL.817 YP.291
nMERKURw "YUNNAN" (ASIS)
,iPIHIEn "ROCKHAMPTON"
’’SELFRIDGE" "GOULBURN" "FULTON11

Y P .233 YM3*10 IMS.11 YMS.46 
YMS.51 YMS.52 YMS.53 YMS.71 
SG.748 PC.1119 YDG.2 LST.452

_______  ML. 817 "VENDETTA"
"GYMPIE" "WAGGA* "KATOOKBA" "VICTORIA" 
"AA3E MAERSK"

- Warships & Aux, -
- Warships & Aux. -

"POYANG" (ASIS) 
YMS.47 
SC. 740 
ML.424 

Trials e t c .) -

YMS.48 
SC*746 
ML.427

(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) "SfiAN" to RV with Convoy TN9Q ("DUNTROON" "NUCULANA") off
Fitsroy Island at 1700/9 and escort to Port Moresby 
ETA 0800/11.

(11) ENEMY FORCES

(1) New Georgla-Kolombangara - It is reported 7/5 that the Japanese
ha^e built a new road along the north shore of Baeroko Harbor. 
This joins the main road from Enogai to Munda. Some motor 
transport has been seen and five cars were parked at the 
junction of these roads at the time of the report. This is 
the first report of traffic on the road connecting Munda with 
Baeroko and Enogai.

It is also reported that two vessels were anchored near 
Pelpeli (6 miles H.E* of Vila) at 2200/6 apparently with air 
cover. A Japanese outpost was reported at Pelpeli 17 /4 . The 
vessels departed before dawn 7/5*

(2) Kavleng - One 2000 ton merchant vessel was sighted in Kavieng
Harbour 0930./6.(S) Gasmata - Photos 1030/7 reveal 3 medium bombers, 2 fighters on 
the aerodrome which is serviceable.

(4) Wewak - Reconnaissance 0945/7 revealed 4 x 500-1000 ton ®argo
vessels in Wewak Harbour. 2 x 1000 ton merchant vessels were 
also sighted 12 miles E .N .E . Wewak course 90° and 2 x 500- 
1000 ton merchantmen in Muschu Straits course 135°.

Photos showed 1 submarine chaser, two coasters and 49 
barges in “fewak Harbour, one 1000 ton cargo vessel and one 
coaster in the vicinity of Nightingale Bay (15 miles E .S .E . 
Wewak) and several barges off But village. It is not known 
whether all shipping was covered by the photographs.

In a coverage of aerodromes photographs revealed 60 
aircraft in the Wewak area. On Wewak aerodrome there were 29 
fighters, at Boram 4 medium bombers, 5 light bombers and 5 
fighters and at But 19 fighters including 17 twin-engined.

Photo3 also showed a large quantity of stores and 
many motor trucks at Wewak, a number of trucks at But. At 
Dagua the &rip la serviceable and work continues*

2. NORTH WE3T5RK AREA

(!) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At 5ea to 1200/8;

(1) "LATROBE" es sorting "ISLANDER" departed Darwin 1056/2 for
Thursday Island via Goulburn Island (was due a.m ,
3 /5 ) ,  Millinglmbi and Weasel Island*

(2) 5 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour;

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "CASTLSMAINE” "INVERELL" M£.815
Merchant Vessels: 9MATTHEW FLINDERS'1 "YORA"

"DARV3L" "3URWAH*
Merauke - Warships & Aux. - *WARREG0"

Merchant Vessels: *MAETSUYCKER"

•» 2 —



(ii)  233EMY FORCES

IX) Manokwari - Photos taken during the attask 1020/o reveal one 
\ merchant vessel of 1000 tons and 5 merchant vessels of less 

than 500 tons* The visual report Included one 2000 ton and 
three or four 1000 ton vessels,

$2) Timlka - Photos 5 /»  reveal little change in the condition of 
the runway s Ince 3 l /3 ,

SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORGE3

(a) At Sea to 12 0C/8t

{1} "CHANTICLEER11 ”30,739* ”SC,751!* escorting "EDWARD LIVINGSTONE” 
departed Albany 14 50/6 for Premantle,

(2) "LARK" departed Fremantle 1505/5 for Exmouth Gulf,

(b ) In Harbourt

Fremantle - Warships & Aux, - "ADELAIDE” ;'TR0MP" "VAN HESMSKERK
"BORSHAM" "DTJBBO5* "WALLAROO" "0TU8" "CHILDSf 
"GOLD STAR" "YP.286" "WHITNEY"

Exmouth Gulf -Warships & Aux, - ”T JERK HI DDES" ■# ,B. PRE-TON"
"HERON" 51 PEL IAS" "ISABEL" ^WHIPPOORWILL"

EASTERN & SOUT ERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12oo/8:

(l't "AUSTRALIA" "ARUSTA* were to depart Brisbane lOOCj/8 for Sydney,
12] "CENTAUR* (Hospital Ship) departed Brisbane 1135/6 for Sydney 

was due 0700/3.
(5) "MILDURA" "TOWNSVILLE" "YANDRA" were to depart 3ydney as

convenient to RV with Newcastle portion Convoy C093 
off Nobby's Ke$d at 1000/S,

(4) "XY3RA" departed Sydney 0710/4 for training cruise Broken Bay,
Newcastle and Port Stephens area,

(5) "GOLD STAR" en route Fremantle to Melbourne ETA 1200/10,
(6) "LE TRIOMPHAJJT" " PATTERSON" escorting H.T,"XATOOMBA" to Brisbane. 
(7i "CCLAC" "BALLARAT" "BENDIGO" ^MORESBY" escorting Cor-VO? QP50

(16 MV and 7 LST) were to depart Sydney 0900/8 F.'tk" 
Caloundra 0230 /li*

(b ) In Harbouri

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "WARRNAMBOOL* "DELORAINE"
"KALGOQSLIE" "FREMANTLE" "BUNDABERG" "H.T,ALLEN" 
"GLADSTONE* SC.741 ML.428 ML.429 ML.818 
"RIGEL" "WANGANELLA" (Hospital Ship) "BUNGAREE" 

(Repairing) "BAGLEY" * NEPAL" "SUUPLEY" "STUART" "CHEVREUIL"
r,«L3ENA'1 "MAHUNDA" (Hospital Ship)

(On Reserve D "WE ST HAL IA" *KANIM3LA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "VAN GALEN" "MAMOORA" "ATREUS"

"ALSEY" "ABRAHAM OCRIJNSSEN" "DOOMBA"
(Refitting) "QUI3ER0N"

( 3) Proposed Movements:

(1J "DELORAINE" escorting Sydney section Convoy C093 to depart 
Sydney 1300/8 to join main convoy at RV off Sydney,



B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

A (i) ADLIED FORCES

1 1 1

At Vanikoro - THORNTON (AVD)
At Espiritu Santo - LEANDER (CL) LAFSDOWNE STRONG O'BAM ON

RADFORD MAURY WARD MeCALLA CHEVALIER (DD) TREVOR (DM) 
CURTISS TANGIER (AV) MACKINAC (AVP) HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) 
MANLEY (APD) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AEJ VESTAL (AR) ALCHI3A 
ALGORAB CELENO (AK) NEOSHO SABINE PLATfE TAPPAHANNOCK 
WHIPSTOCE (AO) CONSTANT (AM) ROSEsVOOD {YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN DIEGO SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY WOODWORTH CONYNGHAM 
JENKINS SMITH FANNING DRAYTON PERKINS CASE CRAVEN 
LAMSON (DD) PKOfCETHEUS (AR) ARGOHNE (AC-) MoCAWLEY (A?) 
MAJABA MERCURY TALAMANCA CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) 
TRYON (APH) IE COS PATUXENT SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) 
KINGFISHER SHELDRAKE ADROIT (AK) PAWNEE (AT) HOLLY (YN)
S. 31 (SSI ARD.2 KIWI MATA I TUI GALE (A/S Vessels)
SC,518

(4) At Suva - "CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Sanoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (A?) SAMOA (AM)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL

VIREO (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) «ANDANK (YT) ORTOLAN (ASR 
MENOMINEE (AT) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER tAGS)
ERSKINE PHELPS (AO)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SANGAEON SUWANNEE (ACV)
EATON WALLER PHILIP REN SHAW LA3G WILSON CONY 
COMAY (DD) BAILArfD (AV) LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO) 
ROAMER PC,476 PC,479 RAPPAHANNOCK (A03)

(8) At Nandi - COPAHEE (ACV)
(9) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)

(10) At Wellington - TAYLOR McCAIL (DD) TRACY (DM) MOUNT VER
CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AKJ

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) New Caledonia - s .s .SH  ENRY SIBLEY” reported sighting a submarine
on the surface 13C miles S .S .E , of Noumea at 0605/6.

(2) New Hebrides - An enemy submarine was reported to have been
sighted off Dixon Reef, Malekula Island, 0915/7*

NAVAL INCIDENTS 

M I L .

ENEMY’ S PROBABLE NEXT MOTE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W .F .A ,
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea - S.W. coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Further reinforcement and increased activity In
Northern the atre. .

(3) Intense submarine activity including transportation,
reconnaissance anS offensive ppfap^tlons, in all 
theatres.

yfjajlona, In all ^

<- ¥aeI>IRECTGR C .G .I .C .
C T ^ r ;~ s ' .r .T  rrr

8/ 5/43
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MOST SECRET

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART II  

ALLIED Sc ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE

1, SOUTHWEST & SOUTH PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES

7/5/43

ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-
Solomons

CV

f t .

ACV

CA

CL

AUSTRALIA

HOBART

INDIANA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

SARATOGA

CHENANGO
SANGAMON
3TMA3N33

HONOLULU
HELENA
ST,LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MQHTP3LLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN

YAMATO (poss,
MUSASHI
MUTSU
KONGO
HARUHA
NAGATO

ZUIKAKU

HITAKA
HAYATAKA
ZUIHO

CHUYO

ATAGO 
TAKAO 
CHCKAI 
HAGURO 
KUMAJfO 
SUZUYA 
TONE 
TIKTJMA 

*  AOBA

AGANO
JINT3U
SENDAI
KATORI
KASHIMA
NAGARA
ISUZU
KINU
KUMA

Empire)

XCL

DD

x
*

ARUNTA
WARRAMUNGA
LE TRIOMPHANT
SELFRIDGE
m TTERSON
HELM
HENLEY
BAGLEY
STUART
VENDETTA
RALPH TALBOT
VAN GALEN
QUI3ERON
NEPAL
MUGFORD

Approx 40 Approx 40

x Non-effective

- 1 -



Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific

# GREENLXNG )
(HOSTLER }
G’JA \DFISH )
TUNA )

S .31 

At Brisbane

ALBACOKE
DRUM
SATO
GRAYBAGK
OiiOUPSR
?2TQ
30AM?

) On Patrol
)
)

K*S At Sydney

AV/CVS

^ y /x c v s

PT 25

APA/a PD/AKA H.T.ALLEN
MANOORA 

36 W12STHALIA 
x KANTMBLA

AS or XAS

AD

AR

FULTON

DOBBIN

RIGEL

AIRCRAFT (N.E. Area Only)

Fighters
li/Bombers
SE/Bombera

«
ring Boats 
>atplanes 
Transport a/c

CURTISS
TANGIER

Approx 30

10 A PA
15 APD 

6 AKA

DIXIE
WHITNEY

PROMETHEUS
VESTAL

Tr uk-JSLul t-Bi smar c ks ■
Solomons

Approx 30

CHITOSE
AKITSUSHIMA

5

?

3 or more 

?

2

256
104
16
6

52
23

ie Non-effective



2. CENTRAL PACIFIC

IED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

BB

•
X
X
X

WASHINGTON 
NORTE CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA
WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA

CV VICTORIOUS
ENTERPRISE

x SHOKAKU
HOSHO (Training Ship)

xcv LONG ISLAND RYUHO

ACV NASSAU
ALTAMAEA
COPAHEE

—

§
Jt
X
X
X
X

LOUISVILLE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA 
NET ORLEANS 
SJLT LAKE CITY 
MINNEAPOLIS 
PENSACOLA 
POST LAND 
INDIANAPOLIS

NACHI
1 Unidentified 

x ASHIGARA

OCA - 3

CL RJL3IGH
DETROIT

ABDKITMA
TAMA

XCL - 4

AV/CVS 9» NISSHIN

XAV/XCVS ? 2

DD Approx 20 Approx 16

^3/XAS

Approx 40 Approx 30

? 2

3 , NORTHERN PACIFIC

GA - -

CL CONCORD
RICHMOND
TRENTON

KISO

XCL - 2

XAV/XCVS - 1

• 10 Approx 4

ss 10 Approx 10

X Non-effective

«■* 3 -



■, 4.. EAST INDIES - INDIAN OCEAN

0 allied forces enemt fokces

- m  Southwest Pacific „ ' ,
(Western Section) Eastern x*leet Area East Indies-Philippines

CV

ACV

CA

CL

XCL

AV/CYS

XAV/XCVS

DD

ADELAIDE
HEEMSKERK

THCM?

CHILD 3 
KERCH
W.B.PRESTON

TJSHK HIDDES

WARSPITE 
KBS) LUTION 
REVENGE

4 ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX
DEVONSHIRE
EAWKINS
FROBISHER

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
KENYA
ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
AHETHUSA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
CARADOC

ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE
CHITRAL
RANPURA
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

ALBATROSS

Approx 27

GAR )
GRENADIER )
GUDGEON ) On Patrol
TBRE3HER )
TROUT }

K.12 At Exmouth Gulf

GRAYLING )
TAMBOR ) At Fremantle
TAUTOG )

IS  or XAS PEI, IAS

AIRCRAFT (N.I.Area Only)

Fighters 
M/sombers 
■ ping Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport a/ c

0 No recent intelllgeace. 
Present location uncertain,

OTAKA

KASHI I
01
KITAGAMI

KAMO I
*  NOTORO

Approx 12

110
71
9

3422

x Non-effective
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British —  M O ST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQU ARTERS 

SOU TH  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA  

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

No.

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

412 Date: 9th May, 1943,

P A R T  I.

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/9 ;

(1) "WARRAMUNGA* exercising with submarine to seaward of Cape
Moreton.

(2) "MUGFORD" escorting Convoy TN87 ("TIME" "REIJUST") departed
Townsville T21o7ff"Tor Milne Bay ETA 1700/9.

(3) "ECHUCA" escorting nJANSSENS” departed Milne Bay 1453/8 for
Oro Bay ETA 1400/9.

(4) "S .C .747" escorting Convoy TN 89 (Van der LIgn" departed
Townsville o65o/8 for Milne Bay ETA 1500/ll.

(5) "SHEPPARTON" "POLARIS" surveying.
(6) "SUMNER,r "S .C .745" "S .C .749" surveying Deboyne Is . area.
(7) "S .C .744" departed Townsville 0600/6 for Brisbane ETA 1600/10.
(8) "Latrobe" escorting "islander" departed Darwin 1056/2 for

Thursday Island via Goulburn Island, Millingimbi 
and Wessel Island.

(9) "Henley" was to depart Cid Harbour 2200/8, arriving Townsville
0600/9. On arrival, to depart Townsville immediate­
ly, escorting "Taroona" to Brisbane ETA Brisbane 
0500 /ll .

(10) "M .L.426" departed Townsville 1647/8 en route Cairns.
(11) "BROOKS" escorting "ALUDRA" en route Espirltu Santo to Brisbane

ETA 0800/11.
(12) "U.S.S.PERKINS" and "U.S.S.CONYNGHAM" en route Noumea to

Brisbane ETA 0845/10.
(13) "U.S.S.MAHAN" escorting "CAPE FLATTERS'" ETA Gladstone 14/5 .

After arrival "MAHAN" to proceed to Brisbane,
(14) "GOULBURN" "LITHGOW" departed Caloundra 0430/9 to RV with

"T .S .29 " ("KURUMBA" "HENRY DEARBORN" "PATRAS" 
"ARDENT") in position 22°35»S. 151°09»E. at 0700/10 
and escort to Brisbane ETA 1600/l2.

(15) "ML.425" en route Lady Elliott Island to Brisbane.
(16) "BUNBURY" escorting Convoy TN88 "ASPASIA NOMIKOS" "GENERAL

VERSPIJCKh) departed Townsville 1820/6 for Port 
Moresby ETA 1400/9.

(17) "S .C .747” was to RV with Convoy TN89 "VAN DER LIJN” ) at 0330/8
and escort to Milne Bay ETA 1159/11.

(18) "Y .P .236" departed Caloundra 1744/4 for Cairns ETA 1200/10.
(19) 7 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay

- Warships & -Sux. - "BROOME"
Merchant Vessels; "YOCHOT"

- Warships & Aux. - "SC .750" "PC. 1121" "HILO" 15 PT1 
Merchant Vessels: "WEST CACTUS" "VAN SWOLL"
Small Craft - Approx 50.



{
Port Moresby -

Thursday la.

Cairns

Cid Harbour 
Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane

Warships & Aux. ,fKAPUEDAu "GLENELG" 
"HDML.1074" "HDML.1161"
Merchant Vessels: "CHARON" "THEDENS" "JAPARA"

■H.E.HELPER”
Approx.20.
"WILCANNIA" "TULSA" YMS.9 
YMS*49 YMS.50 12 PTs,

- Warships & Aux. - "SWAN" "WHYAT .LA" "PLATYPUS"

Small Craft 
Warships & Aux.

Warships & Aux. 
Warships & Aux.

Warships & Aux. 
Warships & Aux.

{Repairing, Trials etc.)

(c) Proposed Movements:

YP280 2 PTs refitting.
■ "HOBART51 "HELM*1 "BISHOPDALE"
- "GILMER51 (U. S.Destroyer)

ML,814 ML.817 YP*291 
"S*C .738*' "EURUMBA" ^MERKUR" 
"YUHKAN'1 (ASIS)
"PIRIE" ''ROCKHAMPTON'1

• "RALPH TALBOT" "PATTERSON" 
"SELFRIDGE" 1 GEE LONG"1 "FULTON" 
"POYANG51 (ASIS) YP.233 YMS*10 
YMS.ll YMS*46 YMS.47 
YMS.48 YMS.51 YMS.52 YMS.53 
YMS.71 SC.648 SC.698 SC*731 
SC*732 SC.740 SC*746 SC.748 
SC.981 PC.1119 YDG.2 LST.452 
ML.424 ML.427 "KATOOMBA" (HIT 

"VENDETTA51 "GYMPIE51 "WAGGA"
"KAT OOMBA:l "VICTORIA5*
"AASE MAERSK".

(1) "SWAN" to RV with Convoy TN90 "DtJNTROON1'1 “NUCULANA") off Fitzroy 
Island at 1700/9 and escort to Port Moresby ETA Q8Q0/ll*

(ii) ENEMT FORCES

(1) Hblombangara - Three to 5 enemy vessels (including nrobably 3
destroyers) were seen in Blackett Strait at 0530/8, It appears 
likely that these vessels approached through Fergusson Passage, 
and were probably brlngjPiupplies and reinforcements for Vila 
and/or Munda. (See Naval Incidents),

(2) Rekata Bay - A float plane landed at Rekata Bay 1345/6.
(3) New Hanover - Shipping sighted by reconnaissance In thi3 area 8 /5

was as follows :- 
10-20/8 - 1 light cruiser

2 destroyers
1 transport (10-12,000 tons)
3 cargo vessels (6-10,000 tons) 

approximately 17 miles south Gape Matanalen, course 130°, 
apparently heading for Rabaul via S.W. New Ireland, This 
convoy was followed by a single cargo vessel of 10-12,000 tons, 
about 15 miles behind.

In addition, at 12L5/8 a destroyer and a cargo 
vessel (6-8,000 tons) were seen about 10 miles N . W .  of the 
northern entrance to Isabel Passage on course 130°, probably 
heading for Kavieng,

(4) Rabaul - Vunakanau aerodrome was attacked 0420-0458/8 by four
Fortresses.

(5) New Britain - At 0945/8, 3 armed and camouflaged power boats
about 25 ft . were sighted off Matiu Point (37 miles N .N .E .Ubili) 
travelling south at 20 knots. The boats were just off shore, 
and returned the aircraft’ s strafing fire.

In addition, a 100-ton coastal lugger was seen 
beached at Kupindal nearby.

Further south along the coast of Open Bay and Klmbe 
Bay, 25 barges or launches were seen dispersed at various points, 
while 200 55-gal. fuel drums were seen at Cape Goltz (N.W* shore 
Willaumez Peninsula). This store of fuel drums has been 
pr eviously reported*

(6) Madang Area - At 0900/8, aircraft reported a cargo vessel of 1500
tons and 2 small 200-ton ships 15 miles off Ulingan Harbour 
(54 miles N.N.W. Madang) course 16 0 °. Enemy fighters were 
providing cover.

-2-



Beau­
ts Early afternoon, an air strike of/Pighters and 

B25s attacked 2 ships in the vicinity of Madang, but 
results have not yet been fully assessed.

Photographs show the shipping attacked off Madang 
to include one tanker type ship of 115 ft. and one 1000-ton 
merchant vessel. These vessels are believed to be the 3ame 
as those photographed in Nightingale Bay area at 0945/7; 
m m U attacking aircraft report that at least one of the shipte 
deck and superstructure were crowded with troops. The 
three units reported off Ulingan Harbour at 0900 may be 
additional.

The above reports confirm the suspected coastwise 
movement of supplies and reinforcements from Wewak (where 
several convoys have recently arived) to Madang.

(7) Salamaua - At 1200/7, an enemy position 1000 yards south by
west of Bobdubi was attacked and occupied by aur troops*
Three enemy counter-attacks were repulsed, but a fourth 
counter-attack forced our troops to withdraw.

At 1530/8 an unidentified enemy aircraft took off 
from Salamaua,

(8) Mubo - A.M. 7 /5 , our troops with air support -unsuccessfully
attacked Green's Hill.

2. NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/9:
(1) "INVERELL" escorting b .T .20  ("MATTHEW FLINDERS” "YAR& ")

departed Darwin 0309/8 for Thursday Island ETA 1000/13,
(2) 5 submarines on patrol,

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships £ Aux. "CASTLEMAINE51 ML.815 
Merchant Vessels "DARVEL" "ETOWAH"

Merauke - Warships & Aux. "WARREG0"
Merchant Vessels * "MAETSUYdER*.

( i i ) ENEMY FORCES

(l) Kai Islands - Two probable Zero3 were seen taking off from 
Langgoerstrip at 0855/8 when 3 Hudsons attacked the area. 
Another Zero was seen airborne, and 2 motor vessels and 
30-40 personnel were seai on the strip/ This indicates 
the fact that Langgoer strip Is now serviceable .

Six probable medium bombers and one Zero were 
sighted 5 miles south of Cape Wedoear, south, tip of Groot 
Island, course 355°.

3 , SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/9:
(1) "HERON" departed Exmouth "Gulf 7 /5 . ETA Fremantle 1700/10*
(2) "LARK* departed Fremantle 1505/5 for Exmouth Gulf.
(3) "ADELAIDE" departed Fremantle 0850/8 for Melbourne ETA 1001/12.

(b) In Harbour
Fremantle - Warships & Aux. "CHANTICLEER" "TROMP" "VAN

HEEMSKERCK" "HORSHAM" "DUBBO" 
"WALLAROO11 *0TUS" "CHILDS11 
"GOLD STAR" "TP ,286" "WHITNEY" 
SC739, SC,751.

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "TJERK HIDDES" "W.B. PRESTON"
RPELIAS" "ISABEL" "WHIPPOOR­
WILL H.
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4*'. EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(a) At Sea to 12Q0/8s

(1) "AUSTRALIA” nARUM1 A" departed Brisbane OSCO/8 for Sydney.
(2) "WARRNAMBOOLn 'DELORAT BE" "TOWNSVILIE M "MILDURAB "YANDRA "

escorting Convoy 00.9.3 (Including "BUNGiREB") 
departed Sydney lSoo/8.

(3) "KYE8H " departed Sydney 0710/4 for training cruise Broken
Bay, Newcastle and Port Stephens area,

(4) ’’GOLD STAR” en route Fremantle to Melbourne ETA 1200/l0#
(5) "COLAC" "BALLARAT" "BENDIGO" "MORESBY" escorting Convoy

GP50 (16 MV and 7 LST) departed Syiney 0930/8 ETA 
Caloundra 0600/ll.

(b) In Harbour

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "EALGOORLIE" ^PREMANTUB"
"BUNBABERG" "H.T.ALLEF" "GLADSTONE"
SC.741 ML.428 ML«42S ML,818 
"RIGEL" CAR) "WANGANELLA" 3CENTAUR* (AH) 

(Repairing) "BAGLEY" "SEPAL" "SAUFLEY" " STUARTn
"CHEVREUIL" "ALHENA" "MANUKDA1* (Hospital 
Ship)

(On Reserve) "WESTRAL IA" "KANIMBLA*
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "VAN GALEN" "HANOORA"

"ATREUS" "ALSEY" "ABRAHAM CRIJUSSEN"
"DOOMBA"

(Refitting) “QUIBERON"

(c) Proposed Movements

(1) "VAN GALEN* escorting "ATREUS" to depart Port Phillip 
p,nu 9/5 for Fremantle.

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

On 7/5 there were indications of an enemy submarine 
in the vicinity of 30°S« 156°E. (approximately 150 miles E* by 
N* of Coff’ s Harbour, and on 8 /5  another unit approximately 
35°S 151°E. (56 miles S H by E# of Jervis Bay). These 
reports indicate that enemy submarines are still operating in 
the area,

5. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) AL LIED. FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - THORNTON (AVD)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - LEAMDER (CL) IANSDOWKE STRONG O ’BANNON

RADFORD MAURY WA* D MeC ALLA CHEVALIER (DD) TREVOR (DM) 
CURTISS TANGIER (AV) MACKINAC (AVPl HUNTER LIGGETT(AP) 
MANLEY (APD) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AF:) ALCHIBA 
ALGORAB CELENC(AK) NEOSHO SABINE PLATTE TAPPAHANNOCK 

, WHIP STOCK (AO) CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN)
(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA

(CV) SAE DIEGO SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY WOODW) RTH JENKINS 
3*1 ITH FANNING DRAYTON CASE CRAVEN LAMSON (DD) 
PROMETHEUS (AR) ARGONNE (AG) McCAWLEY (AP) MAJABA SERCURT 
TALAMANCA CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) TRYON (APH) 
PECOS PATUXENT SUAMI30 CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER 
SHELDRAM, ADROIT (AM) PAWNEE (AT) HOLLY (YN) S .31(iS) 
ARD.2 KIWI MATAI TUI GALE (A/s Vessels ) SC .518

(4) At Suva - "CATAPA" (YN) SOHOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (AP) SAMOA (AM)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL

VIREO (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WAinDANK (YT) ORTOLAN 
(ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

ERSKINE PHELPS (AO )

(i) ALLIED FORCES
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(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND
DENVER MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SANGAMON 
SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON WALLER PHILIP RENSHAW LANG 
WILSON CONY COM AY (DD) BALLARD (A/) LACKAWANNA 
KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO) ROAMER PC.476 PC.479 
RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(8) At Nandi - COPAHEE (ACV)
(9) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)

(10) At Wellington - TAYLOR McCALL (DD) TRACY (DM) MOUNT VER 
CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

NAVAL INCIDENTS

Kolombangara - At 0530/8, three enemy ships were seen in 
Blackett Strait, one of tfiich was on fire and disappeared 
after an explosion.

The other tw> vessels were later identified a3 
destroyers of "SHIGTJRI” or "BIBIKI" class, and one of them 
was/subject of another explosion at about 0700/8.

The vessels apparently ran into a minefield 
recently laid by our forces.

At 0920/8, one destroyer was seen low in the 
water in Blackett Strait, and another destroyer was aground 
on Pailerongoso Island (N. entrance to Ferguson Passage).

At H O O /8 . a striding force of 19 dive bombers
--------  with 8 Warhawks found 3 destroyers still in the

area, and scored a direct hit on one with a 1000 lb, bomb and 
several near misses on the other two.

At 1330/8, one destroyer was still beached on 
Pailerongoso Island, and another drifting stern first through 
Ferguson Passage.

A strong air strike, including 21 torpedo and 
dive bombers, 6 Fortresses with 81 Fighters, was despatched 
from Guadalcanal, but bad ?/eather prevented action.

The above is a preliminary summary of the 
incident, and detail is at present rather hazy.

ENEMY1 S PRO BABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S .W .P .A .
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - North 
coast New Guinea - S.W. coast Dutch New Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura Sea Islands*

(2) Further reinforcements and increased activity in
Nor thern theatre.

(3) Intense submarine acti
reconnaissance and 
theatres.

T.I77QT" I . I T F X

vity including transportation 
offensive, derations, iifc all

For Director, C .Q .I .C .

9/5/43



MOST SECRET

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PAR T II 

AH* IBP & ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE

1. SOUTHWEST & SOUTH PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES

8/5/43

ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific
Truk-flaluit-Bismarcks-

Solomons

CA AUSTRALIA

CL HOBART

INDIANA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

SARATOGA

CHENANGO 
SANGAM ON 
SUWANNEE

HONOLULU
HELENA
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN

YAMATO (poss. Empire)
MUSASHI
MUTSU
KONGO
HARUNA
NAGATO

ZUIKAKU

HITAKA
HAYATAKA
ZUIHO

CHUYO
'bfiVa

ATAGO
TAKAO
CHOKAI
HAGURO
KUMANO
SUZUYA
TONE
TIKUMA
AOBA

AGANO
JINTSU
SENDAI
KATORI
KASHIMA
NAGARA
ISUZU
KINU
KUMA

XCL

DD ARUNTA
WARRAMUNGA 
LE TRIOMPHANT
SELFRIDGE Approx 40
PATTERSON 
HELM 
HENLEY 

x BAGLEY 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
RAL PH TALBOT 
VANV3ALEN

*  QUIBERON 
x NEPAL 

MUGFORD
x Non-effective

Approx 40

- 1 -



/
*

»
* *

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Sdction)

South Pacific Truk-Jalui t-Bi smarcks- 
Solomons

SS

•

GREEKLING ) 
GROWLER ) 
GUARDFISH ) At 
TUNA )

ALB AC ORE )
DRUM )
GATO ) 
GRAYBACK ) On 
GROUPER )
PETO ) 
SCAMP )

K.9 At Sydney

S .31 

Brisbane

Patrol

Approx 30

AV/CVS - CURTISS
TANGIER

CHITOSE 
AKITSUSHIMA

^v/xcvs - 3 5

PT 25 Approx 30 ?

apa / afd / aka

Jf
X

H. T. ALLEN 
MANOORA 
WSSTRALIA 
KANIMBLA

10 APA
15 APD 
6 AKA

AS or XAS FULTON 3 or more

AD DOBBIN DIXIE
WHITNEY

?

AR RIGEL PROMETHEUS
VESTAL

2

AIRCRAFT (N.E.Area Only)

Fighters 
M/Bombers 
SE/Bombers 
^^■ing Boats 
^batplanes 
Transport a / c

265
104
16

6
51
23

3t Non-effective

— 2 —



*
-*• # 2* CENTRAL PACIFIC

RELIED  FORCES ENEMY FORCES

BB

•

WASHINGTON 
NORTH CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
PE NN STLY AN IA 
NEVADA

*  WEST VIRGINIA
* CALIFORNIA
*  TENNESSEE

ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA

CV VICTORIOUS
ENTERPRISE

x SHOKAKU
HOSHO (Training Ship)

xcv LONG ISLAND RYUHO

ACV NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COrAHEE

—

CA

•
LOUISVILLE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA 
NEvV ORLEANS

* SALT LAKE CITY 
x MINNEAPOLIS
* PENSACOLA
* PORTLAND
*  INDIANAPOLIS

NACEI
1 unidentified

x ASHIGARA

OCA - 3

CL RALEIGHS
DETROIT

ABUKUMA
TAMA

XCL - 4

AV/CVS ? NISSHIN

XAV/XCVS 2

DD Approx 20 

Approx 40

Approx 16 

Approx 30

W /X A S ? 2

3. NORTHERN PACIFIC

CA - -

CL CONCORD
RICHMOND
TRENTON

KISO

XCL - 2

XAV/XCVS - 1

•
10 Appp ox 4

SS 10 Appt* ox 10

x Non-effective

- 3 -



4. EAST INDIES - INDIAN OCEAN
**r'' *

ALLIED FORGES ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific Eastern Fleet Area
66S&& (Western Section)

East Indies -Philippines

BB

•
WARS PITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

- )

CV /  ILLUSTRIOUS -

ACV - OTAKA v

CA SUSSEX
DEVONSHIRE
HAWKINS
FROBISHSR

CL

•

ADELAIDS MAURITIUS 
VAN HEEMSKERX GAMBIA 
TROMP KENYA

ENTERPRISE
LIVERPOOL
ARETHUSA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
CARADOC

KASHII
01
KITAGAMI

XCL ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE 
CHETRAL 
Rjffil PUR A 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

AV/CVS CHILDS ALBATROSS 
HERON
W.B.PRESTON

KAMOI 
it NOTORO

XAV/XCVS ? 1

DD TJERK HIDDES Approx 27 Approx 12

SS• GAR )
GRENADIER ) p , 
GUDGEEON ) 0n Patro1
THRESHER )

TROUT ) At Ex* outh Gulf 

GRAYLING )
TAM BOR ) At Fremantle
TAUTOG )

AS or XAS PELIAS ? 1

AIRCRAFT (N.W.Area Only)

Fighters 
M/Bombers 

^|y in g  Boats 
floatplanes 
Transport A/C

p Ho recent intelligence*
Present location uncertain.

110
71
9

28
22

j

Ji ’ !■ , 

i'

*  Non-effective ;
• / •

- 4 -
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C O.I.C.

S ' British —  M O ST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQU ARTERS 

SO U T H  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

Allied and Enemy Activity 

No. Date: 10th May, 1943

P A R T  I .

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AHEA

1 , NORTH EASTERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 12Q0/lQt

(1) ,?H ENLEY" escorting "TAROOMA" departed Townsville 0635/9 for
Brisbane ETA 0500/ll.

(2) "WARRAMUNGA" departed Caloundra 2325/9 ETA Cid Harbour 0845/11,
(3) "SHEPPARTON" "POLARIS” surveying,
(4) "SUMNER* "SC.745" "SC .749" surveying Deboyne Is. area.
(5) " PC. 112111 escorting "VAN SWOLL" departed Milne Bay 0321/9 for

Beli Bell.
(6) "KAPUNDA" escorting Convoy MBS JAPARA" " THEDENS" "FULGANBAR")

was to depart Pori Moresby 1200/10 for Milne Bay ETA 
2300/11.

(7) "LATROBE" escorting "ISLANDER" departed Darwin 1056/2 for
Thursday Island via Goulburn Island, Mlllingimbi and 
Wo3s@X XsX^nci

(8) "BUNBURY" escorting "CHARON" (for Cairns ETA llOO/ll) departed
Port Moresby 1633/9. "BUNBURY" to proceed Townsville 
ETA 0600/12.

(9) "GLENELG" escorting "LORIMA" departed Port Moresby 1003/9 for
Thursday Island ETA a.tn. l l /5 .

(10) "BROOME" escorting Convoy FC7 (".VEST CACTUS" for Townsville;
"YOCHOW" for Cairns) was to depart Milne Bay 1200/l0 .

(11) "YP.280" departed Cairns 1421/9 for Townsville was due 0900/l0#
(12) "BROOKS" escorting "ALUDRA" en route Espiritu Santo to Brisbane

ETA 0800/11.
(13) "PERKINS" "CONYNGHAM" en route Noumea to Brisbane were due 0845/10*
(14) “MAHAN" escorting "CAPE FLATTERY" en route Noumea to Gladstone ETA

14 /5 . After arrival "MAHAN" ti proceed to Brisbane.
(15) "SC .747" escorting Convoy TN89 ("VAN DER LIJN") to Milne Bay ETA

1159/11.
(16) "SWAN" escorting Convoy TN90 ( "DUNTROON" "NUCULANA") from Fitzroy

Island to Port Moresby ETA 0800/ll.
(17) "BOWEN" escorting Convoy TH91 ("EMPIRE RAMBLE* "JOHN WHITAKER")

departed Townsville 2316/9 for Milne Bay ETA Il00 /l3 .
(18) 7 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour 1

Oro my - Warships & Aux. - "ECHUCA"
Merchant Vessels: "JANSSENS"

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "MUGFORD" "SC .750" "HILO" 15 PTs
Merchant Vessels: "TIME" "REIJUST"
Sxnstll Craft - Approx 50

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - HDML.1074 HBML.1161
Merchant Vessels: "ASPASIA NOMIKOS" "H.R.HELPER"

"GEIffifUkL VERSPIJCK"
Small Craft - Approx 20



Thursday Is,

Cairns

Harbour

Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane

Warships St Aux. 

Warships 

Warships & Aux. - 

Warships & Aux. -

"I/FILCANNIA" "TULSk*1 YMS *9 
YMS.49 YMS,50 12 PTs 

& Aux. - "A'BYALLA" "PLATYPUS1* YP.236
2 PTs (refitting) 
"HELM” "BISIIQFDALE"

ML *426 
"HOBART” 
"MERKUR" 
"GILMER" 
SC,758

YP.291

Warships* Aux. 
Warships & Aux.

KL.814 ML. 817 
"YUMAN" (ASIS)

"PIRIE" "ROCKHAMPTON"
" SELFRIDG3W 1!rtALPK TALBOT" 

"PATTERSON" "GEELONG" "FlLTCN" "POYAK* (ASIS) 
YP.233 YMS.10 YM3.11 YMS.46 IMS.47 YMS.48 

YMS.52 YMS,53 YMS.71 SC.648 SC.698 
SC.732 SC. 740 SC. 744 SC.746 3C.748 
PC.1119 YDG.2 LST.452 ML.424 ML.425

(Repai ring,

YMS. 51 
3C.731 
3C.981 
ML.427 

Trials etc. ) "VENDETTA" "GYMPIE® "XAGrGA" "KATOOMBA" 
"VICTORIA" "AASE MAERSK*

(e) Proposed Movements?

(1) "GEELOJG" "WAGGA" "KATOOI'bA" "30,746* "ML.427" escorting Convoy 
3T58 (11 M7) to depart Caloundra 1500/11*

<11) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Kolombangara - It is now thought that only 3 destroyers were
involved In  the Blackett Strait Incident early a.m. 8 /5  (see 
Naval Incidents). Barges -were active between the unit aground 
near Pailerongoso Island (^.entrance Ferguson Passage) and 
Ringl Cove throughout the day,

(SB) Shortlands - At 1535/9 a small steamer with an escort vessel 
was seen 5 miles S .S .E . Faisl course 135° possibly bound for 
New Georgia.

Buka Area - At TGI5/8 14 enemy aireraft flew over northern 
Bougainville course south.

At 1500/9 two vessels described as large transports 
were sighted 20 miles east of Teop Harbour course south.

(4) New Hanover - The convoy sighted 1020/8 17 miles south of Cape
Matanalem course 130° was picked up by reconnaissance in the 
afternoon and shadowed until 2200/8 when In position 40 miles
S. by E . Steffen Strait course varying from 100° to 125°. At 
this stage the convoy was reported to consist of a 10,000 ton 
Hospital Ship following 15 miles behind 6 other ships described 
as - One light cruiser2 destroyers

1 large transport
2 medium cargo vessels

(5) Gasmata - Gasmata aerodrome and installations were attacked
1512q/ 9 by Sf B *25»s. The runway was well covered and 8 
wrecked aircraft were seen Including fighters and bombers. 
Photographs confirm that there were no serviceable aircraft 
on the aerodrome,

(6) Rooke Island - Reconnaissance 1330/8 reported a 60 ft* launch
off Higgins Point (S.W, coast) with 15 men and loaded with 
supplies.

Reconnaissance 1140/9 si gated 5 laden barges near the 
shore on the S ,E . coast. The barges which were 50 ft. long 
were loaded with bales and being unloaded by about 150 Japs# 

This intelligence together with the groups of barges 
and launches reported in yesterday*s Summary 9 /5 , along the 
N. shore Kew Britain may indicate that supplies and/or 
reinforcements are being transported by small vessels all the 
way from N .E . New Britain to Finschhafen and possibly Lae.

(7) Madar.g - Photographs 1015/9 show a cargo ship aground and burning
at Sum River (5 miles S .E . Madang). This is probably the resulf 
of the air attack the previous afternoon (see Navd. Incidents).

(8) Mubo-Komlatum - Patrols report 9/5 that Observation HS11 near
Mubo Is only lightly held by t&e enemy.

At 0600/8 our troops ambushed 60 Japanese moving to 
Bobdubi from the south pr*obably from Komi a turn killing 20 and 
wounding many more. Our casualties were nil. The enemy, how­
ever, is digging in at the site of the ambush.

- 2 -



Komiatum and the track to the south were attacked 
0900-0930/9 by 6 Bostons,

(£j^5ro Bay - One or more probable medium bombers were over Oro 
Bay at about noon 7 /5 . Ho bombs were dropped*

2 . NORTH WESTERN AREA

(il iLLIBD FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12QO/lO:

(1 ) " INVEJRELL" escorting DT.20 ("MATTHEW FLINDERS" "YARM") dep*
Darwin 0309/b for Thursday Island ETA 1000/13*

(2) 5 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour?

Darwin - Warships & Aux* - "CASTLIMAIFE" ML.315
Merchant Vessels* "DARVEL* "BURWAH"

Merauke - Warships & Aux. - "WARREGO"
Merchant Vessels s "MAETSUYCKER"

(il) EMMY FORCES:

(1) Kaukenau - Photos 8 /5  show that the runway at Timika is
probably serviceable for fighters and possibly for bombers, 
but no aircraft are visible on the aerodrome,

Manokwari - 5 Liberators attacked the town and Jetty area at 
0950/9. The following shipping was sighted in the harbour - 

1 x ‘6,000 ton transport near the jetty 
6 small vessels under 1000 tons
1 patrol craft

(3) Sorong (¥.W. tip New Guinea) - At 1230/9 a, sea-truck (1-2000
tons) and some small vessels were sighted at Sorong. The 
dock at Jeflio (12 miles S. of Sorong) appears in good 
condition,

(4) Ceram - A great number of barges were seen pulled up on the
jbeiach of a small island off Geser (S .S . tip of Ceram). At 
Boela (55 miles U.W . Geser) oil derricks were observed 
apparently in good repair, also a serviceable landing strip*

(5) Aroe Is . - Five fighter floatplaneswere sighted on the beach
at the mouth of Serwatoe River (W.coast Trangan I s . ) .  This 
locality is about 20 miles S. of Maikoor Bay which has 
recently been the usual floatplane base,

(6) Kai Is , - Two probable Zero’ s were seen taking off Langgoer
strip. This is the second occasion on which aircraft haye 
been seen using this strip.

(7) Mllllnglmbi - Seven enemy meet um bombers attacked Millingimbi
aerodrome, mission and shipping at about noon 9 /5 . Slight 
damage was done to the mission and to the runway and some 
casualties were inflicted. The attack on shipping Is reported 
in Uaval Incidents.

3* 30PTH WESTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES 

(a) At Sea to 12Q0/lQs

il!»"HEROE" departed Esnouth Gulf 7 /5  ETA Fremantle 1700/l0* . 
“ADELAIDE"* departed Fremantle 0850/8 for Melbourne ETA 1001/12,

(b ) in  Harbour;

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "TROM?" "VAN EEEMSKERX" "HORSHAM"
nDUBB0" "WALLAROO" "OTTJS" "CEILDS" "GOLD STAR" 
"YP.286" SC.739 SC.751 !,CHAHTICLEER"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "TJERX HIDDES" "tf.D,PRESTON"
"PELIAS" "ISABEL" "WHIPPOORWILL" "LARK"



4* EASTERN SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/l0t

(1) "WARSfAMBOOLB "DELORAINE* "TCaiNSVILLE * "MILDURA" "YANDRA" 
escorting Convoy C093 (including "BUNGAREE") dep.
Sydney 1 3 0 0 /8 .

(2) "KYBliA" departed Sydney 0710/4 for training cruiser Broken 
Bay, Newcastle and Port Stephens area,

(3) "VAN GALEN" escorting "ATHEUS* departed Port Phillip 1729/S  
for Fremantle ETA 0630/l5*

(4) "GOLD STAR" en route Premantle to Melbourne syuaiiaJaagxftaiiMB* 
was due to anchore off Portsea 2359/9.

(5) "COLAC" "BALLARAT" "BENDIGO" "MORESBY" escorting Convoy GP50 
(9 M7 and 7 LST) departed Sydney 0930/8 ETA Caloundra 
0600/11.

(to) In Harbourt

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "ARUNTA" "LE THE OMPHAW
"KALGOORLIE** "FREMANTLE* "BUNDABERG" "H.T.ALLEN" 
"GLADSTONE" "SC .741 ML.428 ML.429 ML.818 
"RIGEL" (AR) "WANGANELLA" "CENTAUR" (AH)
"BAGLEY" "NEPAL" f&UFLEY" "STUART" "CHEVREUIL" 
"ALHENA" "MANUNDA" (Hospital Ship)
“WESTRALIA" "KANIMBLA"
Warships & Aux. - "MANOORA" "ALSEY" "DOQMBA" 
"ABRAHAE CRIJNSSEN"
"AUIBERON"

(Repairing)

(On Reserve) 
Melbourne

(Refitting)

as
(c) Proposed Movements?

"ARUNTA" to depart Sydi ey 130Q/10 for Cid Harbour ETA 1300/12, 
"COLAC" "MORESBY" "BALLARAT" "BENDIGO" escorting Convey PG50 

(11 K7) to depart Caloundra 0600/11.

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCE3

fii
(3)

(4)
(5)
(6 )

(7)

( 8 )
(9)

(lo)

At Vanikoro - THORNTON (AVD)
At Espiritu Santo - LEANDER (CL) LANSDOWKE STRONG O’BAMON

RADFORD MAURY WARD McCALLA CHEVALIER (DD) TREVOR (DM) 
CURTISS TANGIER (AV) MACKINAC (AVP} HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) 
MANLEY (APD) DIXIE (AD) FYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) ALCHIBA 
ALGORAE CELENO (AK) NEOSHO SABINE PLATTE TAPPAIIANNOCK 
WHIP ST OCX' (AO) CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN)

At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (3B) SARATOGA (CV) 
SAN DIEGO SAJI JUAN (CL) KILTY WOODWORTH JENKINS SMITH 
PANNING DRAYTON CASE CRAVEN LAMSON (DD) PROMETHEUS (AR) 
ARGONNE (AG) McCAWLEY (AP) MAJABA MERCURY TALAMANCA 
CASTOR {AK) 3CHLEY WATERS (APD) TRYON (APH) PECOg 
PATUXENT SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) KINGFISHER SHELDRAKE 
ADROIT (AM) PAWNEE (AT) HOLLY (YN) S .31 (S3) ARD.2 KIWI 
MATAI Oil GALE (a/ s Vessels) SC.518 

At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (AP ) SAMOA (AM) 
Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL VIREO(AM 

LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) ORTOLAN (ASR)
MENOMINEE (AT) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS) EfflCINB 
PHELPS (AO)

At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SAN OOi ON SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON 
WALLER PHILIP REN3HAW LANG WILSON CONY CONWAY (DD) 
BALLARD (AV) LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE NESCEES (AO) R0AM3R 
PC.476 PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK (ACG)

At Nandi - COPAHEE (ACV)
At Auckland - EBONY (YN) PINCKNEY (AK) iD LACE (AE)
At Wellington - TAYLOR McCALL (DD) TRJCY (DM) MOUNT VEFHON 

CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)
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NAVAL INCIDENTS

(1) ^olombangarfe - A further report concerning enemy ships which
ran into a minefield in Blackett Strait early a.m. 8/4 is 
now to hand. Three destroyers were involved of which probably 
one was of "TERUTStfKI" clas3 and the other tvo of "SHIGURE" 
and "BIBIKI" class, The large destroyer was hit by a 1000-lb 
bomb from an attacking Dauntless atliOO/8 in Gizo Anchorage.
At 1615 this same vessel was again attacked by three Wildcats 
causing an explosion which was followed by fire ,

A second destroyer lodged on a reef on Pailerongoso Is* 
Barges were reported around this vessel and both the destroyer 
and barges were strafed during bhe morning. An observer report­
ed afternoon 9/5 that there were no signs of the destroyer on 
Pailerongoso. It is not known whether this destroyer sank or 
was able to escape*

The third destroyer was ?eport®^6ead in the water in 
, Blackett Strait •

(2) Madang - Two enemy ships, shown by photos to be a 1000 ton MV
arid a small coaster with funnel aft, were attacked off Madang 
between 14 00-1450/8 by Beaufighters and B .25 's  with a cover 
of 16 Lightnings*

Sight Beaufighters first strafed both ships at 1410- 
1415/8 and then ran over the aerodrome where they burned-up 
one of four grounded Zero’ s, They then met interception and 
were unable to conduct further strafing*

Nine B*25’ s at 1425-1450/8 dropped 26 500-lb 5 second 
delay bombs from masthead height. 3 direct hits were scored 
on fche M.V», which was later seen sinking by the stern with 
the bow out of the water and 2 direct hits and four very close 
misses on the smaller vessel which was left burning. Photos 
1015/9 show a ship, probably the coaster, s till burning and 
aground at Gum River*,

The Beaufighters.rerpoted that the deck and superstructure 
of the m/ v were xSIM&liixwith troops.

All our aircraft encountered enemy fighters and, in 
combat, one Zero m as destroyed and 2 others damaged. All 
our aircraft returned*

(3) MllllnF.im.bl - Duii ng an enemy air attack on Millingimbi by 7
bombers morning 9 /5  '’ISLANDER'* (1600 tons) sustained a near 
miss causing slight damage. N .O .I .C . Darwin reports that the 
ship is entirely seaworthy. ”ISLANDER” escorted by ’’LATKOBE” 
is en route Darwin to Thursday Island via Goulburn Island, 
Millingimbi and '.Vesssl Island,

ENEMY’ S PftOBABLE NEST MOVE

(1) Strong conaa lidation advanced positions S .^.P .A*
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - North 
coast New Guinea- S.W# coast Dutch Hew Guinea - 
Timor/Arafura Sea Islands,

(2) Further reinforcements and increased activity in
Northern theatre.

(3) Intense submarine activity including transportation,
reconnaissance and offensive operations, in all 
theatre^

For HE RECTOR C .O .I.C* 
G .H .Q ., S.W .P.A ,

10 /5 /43



MOST SECRET

DAILY NAVA I 

PART II

SUMMARY

ALLIED FORCES

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OP BATTLE 

1. SOUTHWEST & SOUTH PACIFIC

9/5 /43 .

EKE MY FORCES

CV

xcv

ACV

CA

CL

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

AD STEAL IA

HOBART

INDIANA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORAEO

SARATOGA

CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE

HONOLULU
HELENA
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN

Truk-Jaluit-Biamarcks- 
Solomons

YAMATO (poss. Empire)
MUSASHI 
MUTSU 
^OJiGO 
HA HUM 
NASA TO

ZlilKARO

ElTAKA
EAYATAKA
ZUIHO

GHUYO

ATAGO 
TAKAO 
CHOKAI 
HAi URO
Kxnm 0
SUZUYA 
TONE 
TIKU&A 

*  AC BA

AGAKO
JINTSU
SEN DAI
SATORI
BSHIJft
KAGARA
ISUZD
KIMU
KUaJA

ARUUTA
WARRAMUNGA
LE IRIOMPHANT
SELERIDGE
PATTERSON
HELM
HEKLST
BAGLET
STUART
VENDETTA
RALPH TALBOT
VAN GALEN
<4; I BE RON
NEPAL
MUGFORD

App? ox. 40

3

Appp ox, 40

*  Non-effective
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isb..................................... ..................................................................................\
Southwest Pacific South Pacific Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcka
(Eastern Section) Solomons

SS GREEJCLING 
GROWLER 
GUARDFISH 
TUNA

ALBACORE
DRUM
GATO
GRAY3ACK
GROUPER

PETO
SCAMP

At Brisbane
S .31 Approx, 30

On Patrol

K.9 At Sydney

AV/CVS

£  XAV/XCVS 

PT £5

APAAfd/AKA H.T,ALLEN 
MANG0RA 

x WESFRALjA 
*  KJENIMBLA

AS or XAS

AD

AR

FULTON

DOBBIN

RIGEL

AIRCRAFT (M.E.Area Only)

Fighters
M/Bombers
SE/Bombera

#
 Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport a/g

CURTISS
TANGIER

Approx 30

10 APA 
15 APD 
6 AKA

DIXIE
WHITNEY

PROMETHEUS
VESTAL

CEITCSE
AKITSU3HIMA

5

?

3 or more

263
104
166
51
23

ji non-effectivr



ALI^SD FORCES

2. CENTRAL PACIFIC

ENEMY FORCES

BB

•

X
X
X

WASHINGTON 
NORTH CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI
NEW MEXICO
PENNSYLVANIA
NEVADA
WE32 VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA

CV VICTOSIOUA
ENTERPRISE

x SHOKASU
HO3110 (Training

XCV LONG ISLAND RYUHO

ACV NASSAU 
PL TAMAHA 
COPAHEE

-

CA

•

X
X
X
X
X

LOUISVILLE 
SAW FRANCISCO 
WICHITA
NEW ORLEANS
SALT LAKE CITY
MINNEAPOLIS
PENSACOLA
PORTLAND
INDIANAPOLIS

HA CHI
1 Unidentified

x ASEIGARA

OCA - 3

CL RALEIGH
DETROIT

ABUKUMA
TAMA

XCL m 4

AV/CVS ? NISSHIN

XAV /XCVS ? 2

DD Approx.20 Approx.16

SS

i / X A S

Apprcx.40

?

Approx.30 

2

3 . NORTHERN PACIFIC

CA - -

CL CONCORD
RICHMOND
TREFTON

KISO

XCL - 2

XAV/XCVS 1

SS

10 Approx. 4

10 Approx.10

*  non-effective



m shii 
ci
KITAGAMI

Approx 27

KM 01 
*  N0TGR0

Approx 12

On Patrol

At Extnoath Gulf

At Fremantle

AS or XAS FELIAS ? 1

AIR CRAP1? (1T.W. Are a Only )

Fighters 119
M/Bombers 71
^lylng Boats 9

floatplanes 28
^pansport A/c 22

/> No recent Intelligence
Present location uncertain

x  Non-effective

■4-



C .0 . I.e.

British —  M OST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQU ARTERS 

SOU TH  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA  

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

414 11th May, 1943
No. Date:

W A R T I .

SOUTH .VEST PACIFIC ArtEA

1. NORTH EASTERN AltEA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 12Q0/ll;

(1) "HENLEY" escorting "TAROQEA" denarted Townsville 0635/9 for
Brisbane was due 0500/il*

(2) "MAHAN” escorting "CAPE FLATTERY” en route Noumea to Gladstone
ETA 14/5 . After arrival "MEAN” to proceed to Brisbane.

(3) "MUGFORD" departed Milne Bay 0430/10 to rejoin Task Force 74.
(4) "PATTERSON” escorting "PENNANT* departed Caloundra 2209/l0.

"PATTERSON" to escort "PENNANT" to 159°E and then 
proceed Noumea ETA 0800/l3.

(5) "SELFRIDGE" "RALPH TALBOT" departed Brisbane 1654/10 for Noumea
ETA 1530/12.

(6) "SHEPPARTON" "POLARIS" surveying.
(7) "SUMNER" "3C.745" "3C.749" surveying Deboyne Is . area.
(8) "PC.1121" escorting "VAN SWOLL” departed Milne Bay 0321/9 for

BelI Beli.
(9) "KAPUNDA” escorting Convoy MBS {”JAPARA” "THEDENS" "PULGANBAR” )

departed Port" Moresby 1200/10 for Milne Bay ETA 2300/ll.
(10) "SC .750" escorting "REIJNST” departed Milne Bay 1312/10 for Oro

Bay ETA 1400 /ll.
(11) "INVEkELL” escorting Convoy DT20 ("MATTHEW FLINDERS" "YARRA") dep.

Darwin 0309/6 for Thursday Island ETA 1000/13.
(12) "LATROBE" escorting "I  ST ANDER" departed Darwin 1056/2 for Thursday

Island via Goulburn Island, Millimgimbi and Vessel Island.
(13) "BUNBURY” escorting "CHARON" (for Cairns was due llOO/ll) departed

Port Moresby 1633/9. "BUNBURY" to proceed Townsville ETA 
0600/12.

(14) "BROOME” escorting Convoy FC7 ("iVEST CACTUS" for Townsville;
"YOCHOW" for Cairns) was to depart Milne Bay 1200/ll*

(15) "BROOKS” escorting "ALUBRA” en route Espiritu Santo to Brisbane
was due 0800/ll.

(16) "SC .747" escorting Convoy TN89 ("VAN DER LIJN” ) to Milne Bay was
due 1159/117

(17) "SWAN" escorting Convoy TN90 ("DUNTROON" "NUCULANA” ) from Fitzroy
Island to Port Moresby was due 0800/ll.

(18) ”BOWEN" escorting Convo?  ̂ TN91 ("EMPIRE HAMBLE” "JOHN WHITAKER” )
dep. Townsville 23le/9 for Milne Bay ETA U 0 0 /l 3 .

(19) "YP.236" departed Cairns 0600/10 for Thursday Island ETA 1600/l2. 
(2<)) "ra .424" "ML.425" carrying out a / s patrol to seaward of entrance

to N.W. channel Brisbane area.
(21) 7 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. - "ECHUCA"
Merchant Vessels : "JANSSENS"

■ 1 •»



Milne Bay 

Port Moresby

Thursday Is*

Cairns

Cid Harbour

Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane

(Repairing,

- Warships & Aux. - "HILO" 15 PTs 
Merchant Vesselst "TIME"
Small Craft - Approx 50

- Warships^ Aux. - EDML.1074 HDML.1161 
Merchant Vessels: "A3PASIA NOMIKOS" **H.E.HELPER"

" general v e r s p ij c k "
Approx 20

"WARREGO" "GLENELG" "AIL CAM I A" 
"TULSA” YHS.9 YMS.4S YMS.50 
12 PTs

"WEYALLA" "PLATYPUS1* ML.426
2 PTs (refitting) n

"HOBART’* "VfARRAMUNGA" "HELM" 
"BISHOPDALE" "MERKUR"
"GILMER3 ML.814 ML.817 ?P .280 
YP.291 SC.738 "YUNNAN" (ASIS) 

"BE IM 0351
"PIRIE" "ROCKHAMPTON'"
"PERKINS" "COBTMGHAM" "GEELONG" 

"WAGGA" "KATOOMEA" "FULTCF" "POYANG" (ASIS)
Y P .233 YMS.lO YMS.ll YMS.46 YMS.47 YMS.48 

YMS.52 YMS.53 YMS.71 SC.648 SC.698 
SC.732 SC.740 SC.744 SC.746 SC.748 
PC.1119 YDG.2 € LSTs ML.427
- "VENDETTA" "GYMPIE" "VICTORIA"

"AASE MAERSE"

Small Craft 
- Warships & Aux.

- Warships & Aux.

- Warships & Aux.

- Warships & Aux.

- Warships & Aux.
- Warships & Aux.

YMS.51 
SC.731 
SC.981 

Trials etc.)

(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) "GEELONG" "WAGGA" "KATOOMBA" "SC .746" "ML.427" escorting Convoy 
BT58 (11 MV) to depart Caloundra 1500/lX*

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Munda - 18 Dauntless, 18 Avengers covered by 24 Corsairs, 16
Wildcats, 8 Lightnings attacked Munda 0920/lC. A fire was 
started. Several large aircraft were sighted in the revetment 
area south of the 3trip.

(2) Kolompangara - 6 Dauntless, 6 Avengers escorted by 21 Corsairs
bombed Vanga Vanga afternoon lo /&. Both these strikes reported 
sighting no shipping in Blackett Strait, The aircraft which 
attacked Munda reported several oil slicks in Blackett Strait 
and one in Gizo anchorage. A report from a reconnaissance 
aircraft states that an unidentified vessel was "believed 
sighted" near Matuki Island (10 miles west of Vila) at 0900/10. 
An observer reported a cargo vessel on a reef near Munda at 
I04o/10*

(3 ) Bougainville Island - Observers* reports state that 2 schooners
southbound from Buka anchored at Teop Barbour night 9/ 5 . At 
1030/10 *ven large vessels were sighted off Nisna Numa. Ko 
course is given.

Enemy working parties were reported 9/5 at Teop Island 
and Tearouki Plantation (N.W. Bougainville Is . area) apparently 
engaged In preparing gun emplacements.

(4) Rabaul Area - Two 2a rge cargo vessels were sighted 15 miles east
o f C a ^ G a  ze 1 le course 270w at 0930/l0. These vessels may ha^e 
been returning to Rabaul after night dispersal,

(5) Cape Orford - A submarine was sighted off Cape Orford proceeding
south a t 1645/10. This Is the first submarine sighting reported 
from this area for approximately a week.

(6) Cape Gloucester - Photos taken during the attack morning 10/5
reveal one camouflaged medium bomber and one fighter on the 
aerodrome*

(7) Mubo-Koalaturn - A further report 9/5 states that enemy positions
on Observation Hill have been reinforced.

China Strait - see Naval Incidents,

x lfs/ip116 ° r tW° enemy ^rcr&ft  ineffectually raided Milne

- 2 •



g y  WORTH WESTERN AREA

(a ) At Sea to 1200 /ll:

(1) 5 submarines on patrol,

(b) In Harbour :

Darwin - Warships & Aux, - "CASTLEHAINE11 ML.815 
Merchant Vessels : "DARVEL" " BURWAH"

(il) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Merauke - 2 enany floatplanes bombed and 3trafad the small
allied vessel ftHARUAN” at Mappi Post (on Digoel River 100 
miles N.W, by N. of Merauke) at 1000./9, No damage or 
casualties,

(2) Kalmana - Photo a 1130/9 reveal 17 landing barges, but no
shipping or aircraft.

At Utarom the runway is probably serviceable to a 
length of 1000-1500 yards. Ho aircraft visible,

(3) Nabire - Photos 0926/9 show the runway completely serviceable
for 4100 feet. Eight multiple blast pens, taxiways and 
camouflage are all complete and new pens are under construction, 
58 motor transports, two rollers, and one barge were also 
visible but no aircraft,

(4) Manokwarl - Photos 0926/9 reveal one 5,500 ton freighter and
one other merchant vessel badly damaged. The latter is 
probably the vessel attacked l/5#

(5) Babo - 5 Oa-oalinas attacked 3abo night 9/5 destroying and
JTamaging a number of grounded aircraft. Final results not 
yet assessed. Thirty to thirty two aircraft were sighted 
of which 16 were fighters,

(6jLSorong - Analysis of photos 1234/9 reveals one tanker (1000 
tons) and 3 sea-trucks (3C0-500 tons),

(7) Millimgimbi - 9 Zero’ s attacked Millimgimbi 0928/10. Five 
Spitfires intercepted the enemy aircraft. Final results 
not yet assessed. Three of these Zero’ s later attacked 
a .M .S .mIATROBE* escorting "ISLANDER" near Millimgimbi. See 
Naval Incidents*

(i) ALLIED FORCES

3* SOUTH WE3TEHK AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

tn Bab our A.;

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "TROMP" "VAN HEEMSKERE" "HORSHAM"
"DUBBO" "WALLAROO" "OTUS" "CHILDS" "GOLD STAR" 
"YP.286" SC.7Z9 SC .751 "CHANTICLEER” "HERON" 

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "TJERE HIDDES" "W.B.PRESTON"
"PELIAS" "ISABEL” "WHIPPOORWILL" "LARK"

4 . EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Qo/lli

(1) "COLAC" "MORESBY* ".BALLARAT" "BENDIGO" escorting Convoy PG50 
(11 WI) were to depart Caloundra 0600/11*

(2) "DOOMBA" escorting Convoy 0C93 (18 vessels including "GOLDSTAR" 
"ALSEY") departed Port Phillip 225l/l0 to RV in Wilson »s
Promontory area with "WARRIAMBOOL" "DEL ORA INE^ "TOWNSVILLE"
"MILBURA" "YANDRA" escorting Convoy C093 (including
"BUNGAREE"),

•  3 •



{3} "VAN CALEN" escorting "ATREUS" departed Port Phillip 1729/9 
for Fremantle STA 0630/15,

|4) "ADELAIDE" departed Fremantle 0350/8 for Melbourne ETA 10Ql/l2.
(5) SC*741*' departed Sydney 1317/10 for Brisbane,
{6) ARUNTA’ departed Sydney 1313/10 for Cid Harboiir ETA I300/l2.

(b) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "LE TRIOMPFANTh
"KYBRA" "KALGOORLIE" "FREMANTLE B "BUNDABERG" 
"H.T*ALLEN" "GLADSTONE" ML.428 ML.42& ML.818 
"RIGEL" (AR) " ,V A N G A SELL A " "CENTAUR" (AH) 

(Repairing) "BAGLEY" "NEPAL" "SAUFLEY" "STUART" "CHEYREUIL"
"ALHENA" "MANUNDA" (Hospital Ship)

(On Reserve) "WESTRALIA" "KANIMBLA61 
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "MAN0ORA” "ABRAHAM GiiUaSSEN" 

(Refitting) "QUIBERON"

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vmlkoro - THORNTON (AVD)
(2) At Espiritu Sanuo - LEANDER (CL) STRONG O'BANKON RADFOID MAURY

WARD McCALLA CHEVALIER (DD) TREVOR (DM) CURTISS 
TANGIER UV) MACKINAC (AV?) HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) MANLEY (APD) 
DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AS) VESTAL (AR) ALC3I3A ALGORAB CELENO(AK) 
NEOSHO SABINE PLATTE TAPPAHANNOCK HHIP3T0CK (AO)
CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Notinea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (B3) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN DIEGO SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY SOOJMORTH JENKINS SMITH 
FANNING DRAYTON CASE CRAVEN LAM SON (DD) PROMETHEUS (AR) 
ARGGBHE (AG) McCAWLEY (A?) MAJABA MERCURY TALAHANCA 
CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) TRTON (A?H} PECOS 
PATUXENT SUAMICD CIMAROON (AO) KINGFI3HER SHELDRAKE 
ADROIT (AM) PAWNEE (AT) HOILY (YN) S.31 (S3) ARD.fi 
KIWI MATAI TUI GALE (a/s Vessels) SC.518 

t4; At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (API SAMOA (AE)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN NIAGARA (PGj BOBOLINK RAIL

VIREO (AH) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDA HK (YT) ORTOLAN (ASR) 
MENOMINEE (AT) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS) ERSHINE 
PHELPS (AO)

{7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (B3) COLUMBI CLEVELAND DEHVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SANGAMON SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON 
WALLER PHILIP RENSHAW LANG WILSON CONY CONWAY (DD) 
BALLARD {AV) LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE NESCEES (AO) K0AM8R 
PC.476 PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

»,8) At Nandi - COPAHEE (ACV)
(9) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)

(10) At Wellington - TAYLOR McCALL (DD) TRACY (DM) MOUNT VERBON 
CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

NAVAL INCIDENTS

(!) China Strait - 3C.747 reported at 0715/11 that she had sunk 
a submarine 50 miles S.W. of China Strait. No further 
intelligence is yet to hand. SC.747 was escorting one 
merchant vessel to Milne Bay.

^ 1i},lrnST1? ^ .,~ ,In the attack on Millimgimbi by 9 Zero's 0928/10, 
"MAROUBRA (70 ton3) carrying 30 tons of R.A.A.F* supplies 
was destroyed, "LATROBE" #nd "ISLANDER8 which were strafed 
by 3 Zero's near fiillimgimbi at 0949/10 were not damaged.



ENEMY’S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W*P.A. 
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea - S.?/# coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

Further reinforcements and increased activity in 
Northern theatre.

Intense submarine activity including transportation, 
reconnaissance and offensive operations, in all 
theatres*

For DIRECTOR C .O .I.CU lUlaw Ivu  v • 1 «V/ §

C T3E T :...c t .t :17
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DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART II 

ALLIED £ ENEMY ORDER QF BATTLE

1 . SOUTHWEST & SOUTH PACIFIC

ALLIED FORSES

MOST SECRET 

10/5/43

EN3*Y F OHCSS

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South B&cific

Trn k-Jaluit-Bismarck s- 
Soloraons

BB

CV

XCV

CA

CL

XCL

DD

0

X
X

AUSTRALIA

HOBART
ADELAIDE

AR.VNTA
flARRAMUNGA
LE TRIOMPHANT
SELFRIDGE
PATTERSON
HELM
HERLEY
BAGLEY
PERKINS
CONYNGHAM
STUART
VENDETTA
RALPH TALBOT
VAN GALEN
QUIBERON
NEPAL
MIKJFORD

INDIANA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

SARATOGA

CHEBAF30 
SAN GAN ON 
SUVVANIEE

HONOLULU
HELENA
ST. LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN

Approx 40

YAMATO (poss. Empire)
MDSASHI
MUTSU
KONGO
HARUKA
NAGATO

ZUlKAKfJ

3ITAKA
HAY&IAKA
2UIHC

GHUYG
UNYO

ATAGO 
TAKAG 
CHOKAI 
HAGURO 
EUMANO 
SUZUYA 
TONE 
TIKUMA 

*  A OB A

AGANO
JINTSU
SENDAI
KATORI
KASHIMA
NAGAKA
I5UZU
KINU
XDMA

Approx 40

x  Non-effective



Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Action) South Pacific

Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks*
Solomons

SS GREENEING ) S. 31

GROVLm  ) Brisbane 
GUAKDFISB ) At ^  13 Dane

TUBA )

ALMCORE )
DRUM }
3h^O )
GtUIBAGK 3 On Patrol 
(MCl'FER 
PETO 
SOM P

K.9

Approx 30

)
3 
)

At Sydney

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

25

APA/APD/AKA B. I . ALLEN
KANOORA

*  WKSTRALIA 
x fTAIflMBLA 
Jt BROOKS
*  GILMER

AS or XAS 

AD

AR

PULTON

DOBBIN

RIGEL

AIRCRAPT (N.E.Area Only)

F ilte r s
te/Bombers
SE/Bombers

K
ing Boats 
atplanes 
Transport a/C

CURTISS
TANGIER

App&ox 30

10 APA 
13 APD 

6 AK A

DIXIE
WITNEY

PROMETHEUS
VESTAL

CHITOSE
AKITSUSEItfA

5

?

3 or more 

•?

2

263
104
16

6
51
23

*  Kon-ef fective



2, CENTRAL PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES

BB

CV

xcv

ACV

CA

OCA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

SS

^>/XAS

WASHINGTON 
NCR. TH CAROLINA 
IDASO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
PENFSYL VANIA 
NEVADA 

x WEST VIRGINIA 
x CALIFORNIA
* TESN3SSSB

VIGTO FICXJS 
ENTERPRISE

LONG ISLAM)

NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
CCFAHBE

LOUISVILLE 
SA*= FRANCISCO 
WICHITA 
NEW ORLEANS

*  SAL? LAKE CITY 
x MINNEAPOLIS
x PENSACOLA
*  PORTLAND
x INEIANAPQLIS

RALSIGH
DETROIT

t

f

Approx 20

Approx 40 

?

ISE 
FITSO 

' YAMASHIRO 
EYUGA

ENEMY FORCES

*  SHOKAKU
HOSEO (Training Ship)

KYUHO

NAG HI
1 Unidentified

*  ASEIGARA

ABUKUMA
TAMA

4

NISSHIN

2
Approx 16 

Approx 30 

2

CA

CL

XCL

XAV/XCVS

•
SS

3.

CONCORD
RICHMOND
tr ek™

NORTHERN PACIFIC

10

10

KISO

2
1

Approx 4 

Approx 10

x Non-effective
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I  •  * 4. EAST INDIES - INDIAN OCEAN
1 w*
1 . ALLIED
I  ......

FORCES ENEMY FORCES

■ Southwest Pacific 
I (Western Section)

Eastern Fleet Area East ladlea-Philippines

I BB

1 •

1 91

** WARSPITE 
HE SOLUTION 
REVENGE

4 ILLUSTRIOUS
;

I  £21
m - OTAKA

1 2A • SUSSEX 
x HAWKINS 
x FROBISHER

mm

I —  

1 •

VAN HEEMSKERK 
TROMF

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
KENYA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
CARADDC

KASHII
01
KIT A GAM I

I XCL 4 ALAUNIA 
CARfBAGE
CHITKAL 
RAN PUR A 
RANCHI
WORCFSTERSHIRE

1 AV/CVS CHILDS
HERON
W.B. PRESTON

ALBATROSS KAMO I 
*  NOT OR 0

1 XAV/XCVS - ? 1

I TJERK HIDDES Approx 27 Approx 12

I SS GAR )
GRENADIER ) 
TAMBQR ) On 
THRESHER )) 

.GUDGEON )

Patrol

• TROUT ) At Exmoufch 5ulf

GRAYLING ) 
TAUTOG ) Fremantle

1 AS or XAS PELIAS ? 1

1 AIRCRAFT (N.W.Area Only)

I Fiahters 
1 M/Bombers 
I Flying Boats 
1 Floatplanes 
I Transport A/c

118
71
9

30
22

1 •
d No recent intelligence.

Present location uncertain.

x Non-effective

*  4 -



C . O . I . c .

British —  M OST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

#
GENERAL HEADQU AR TERS  

SO U T H  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 415 Date: 12th May, 1943

P A R T  I .

A. SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

A  1* NORTH EASTERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 120p/l2:

(1) "I
(2 ) "1

"HOBART" en route Cid Harbour to Brisbane ETA Caloundra 1200/13,
. "ARUHTA" departed Sydney 1313/10 for Cid Harbour ETA 1300/12,

(3) "MUGFORD" departed Milne Bay 0430/10 to rejoin Task Force 74.
(4) "MAHAN" escorting "CAFE FLATTEST" en route Noumea to Gladstone

ETA 14 /5 . After arrival "MAHAN" to proceed to Brisbane.
(5) "EGBUCA" escorting "JANSSENS" en route from Oro Bay.
(6) "SUMMER" "SC,745" "SC .749" surveying Debo^e Is . area.
(7) "KAPUKDA" escorting Convoy MBS { "JAPAiiA*' "THEDEHS" "PULGANBAR")

departed Port Moresby 1200/10 for Milne Bay was due 2300/ll
(8) "INVERELL" escorting Convoy DT20 ("MATTHEW FLINDERS" "YARRA") dep.

Darwin 0309/S" tor !i’hursday Island ETA l000/l3 .
(9) "LATROBE" escorting "ISLANDER" departed Darwin 1056/2 for Thursday

Island via Goulburn Island, Milliagimbi and Weasel Island.
(10) "WILCANNIA" escorting "TULAGI" departed Thursday Island lloo/ll

for Darwin ETA 1430/14.
(11) "GLENELG" en route Thursday Island to Port Moresby.
(12) "BROOME" escorting Convoy FC7 ("WEST CACTUS" for Townsville;

"YOCIIOW" for Cairns) was to depart Milne Bay 1200/12.
(13) "YP.280" departed Townsville 1230/ll for Brisbane ETA 0800/15.
(14) "BUNBURY" was due Townsville 0600/12.
(15) "WHYALLA" departed Cairns 1217/11 for Milne Bay ETA 1300/l3.
(16) "BOWEN" escorting Convoy TN91 (UMPIRE HAMBLE" "JOHN WHITAKER")

dep. Townsville 2316/9 for Milne Bay ETA Il00 /l3 .
(VI) "YP.236" departed Cairns 0600/l0 for Thursday Island ETA 1600/12.
(18) "GEELONG7 "WAGGA" "KATOOMBA" "SC .747" "ML.427" escorting Convoy

BT58 ("AASE MAERSK" H.T."KATOOMBA" "ANHUI" "FIONA"
""To SEPE HOLT" "ADMIRAL CHASE" "CREMER" "JUNIPERO SERRA" 
"UROONA" "G.W.GOETHALS" "CITY OF FCRT WORTH" "A.D.WHITE" 
all for Townsville) departed Caloundra 1730/11. On 
arrival Percy Islands "GEELONG" to return Brisbane,
ML.427 to be taken in tow of "A.D.WHITE".

(19) submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour?

Oro Bay - Warships &  Aux. - "SC .750"
Merchant Vessels: "REIJNST"

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "SHEPPARTON" PC.1121 SC.747
"POLARIS" "HILO" 15 PTs 

Merchant Vessels: "TIME" "VAN DER LIJN" "VAN S&OLL" 
Small Craft - Approx 50 

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - "SWAN" HDf.CL.l074 HDML.1161
Merchant Vessels: "ASPASIA HOMIKOS" "H.R.HELPER"

"DUNTROON" "NUCULANA"
Small Craft - Aiwox 20



Thursday la , - Warships & Aux, -

Cairns 
Cid Harbour

Townsville

Mar jbarough 
Brisbane

(Repairing,

- Warships & Aux, -
- 'l/farships & Aux, -

- Warships & Aux, -

- Warships & Aux, -
- !5ar ships & Aux. -

"POYANG" (ASIS) 
YMS,47 
SC,648 
SC *748 
ML.425 

Trials e t c .)

"TULSA" YMS. 9 YMS.49 YMS. 50 
12 PTs

"PLATYPUS" ML.426 2 PTs (refitt^
"WARRAMUNGA" "HELM" "BISHOPDALE" 
"M3RXUR"
"GILMER" ML.814 ML.817 YP.291 
SC,738 "YUNNAN" (ASIS) "DEIMOS" 

"FIR IE 1 "ROCKHAMPTON"
"PERKINS" '•CONYNGHAM" "PULTON"

YMS.10 YMS.II YMS.46YP.233
YMS, 48 YMS.51 YMS.52 YMS,53 
SC.698 SC.731 33.732 SC.740 
SC.981 PC.1119 YDG.2 8 LSTs 
"ALUDRA"

- "VENDETTA" "GYMPIE" "VICTORIA"

YMS.71 
SC. 744 
ML.424

(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) "PERKINS" "COKYNGHAM" escorting "TARO OKA" to depart Caloundra
1500/l2 for Townsville,

(2) SC.731 SC.732 SC .748 escorting. Convey BT59 ("CHARLES S. JONES"
"ftANAKA” ), SC.748 to be detached at Percy Islands and 
return Brisbane.

(I ! )  EREMY FORCES

Rekata Bay - A.A, positions were attacked at 0940/ll by 14 
bombers and 17 fighters, 2 barges were ajrafed and one 
float biplane was set mi fire ,

(2) Bougainville Island - The 7 vessels seen off Numa Numa at 1030/10
were on course l6o °.

At 131o/ll another 10,000 ton vessel was sighted off 
Numa Numa course 135°.

Although no reconnaissance has been conducted over 
Shortlands since e/5 It would appear from these reports that 
considerable transportation is taking place to that base,

(3) Buka Passage - Gn 30 /4  four enemy vessels landing 4 guns and
stores at Buka and -she original troops there are reported to 
have been relieved. Another ship was at Buka on 7 /5 .

(4) Kavle-ng - At 1700/lC a convoy consisting of £ medium merchant
vessels with three small escort vessels was seen heading N. 
close inshore off the west coast of New Hanover.

Reconnaissance 1015/11 sighted 2 serviceable vessis 
in the Kavieng area - one 2-3000 ton cargo vessel unloading 
and another 4 ,000 ton cargo vessel at anchor.

R&baul - Vunakanau aerodrome was attacked before dawn l l /5  by
5 Fortresses. The runway and dispersal areas were well 
covered and fires are believed to have destroyed a number of 
aircraft*

(6) Gasmata - Reconnaissance 1420/10 from 1,000 ft . observed 9
aircraft Including 7 Zero’ s on Gasmata aerodrome. Reconnaiss­
ance 0700/ll a^ain reported aircraft operating on the runway.

(7) Wewak - Reconnaissance 0855/11 observed in Wewak Harbour one
cargo vessel probably 4-500 tons and another small unidentified 

vessel. Blurred photographs taken later In the morning show 
two small coasters and 30 barges.

Photographs of the aerodromes show - 
Wewak (blurred) - 27 fighters, 2 bombers 
Eoram (partial) - 6 fighters, 8 bombers 
But (partial) - 6 probable fighters 

Work continues at Dagua.
(8) Lae - Concealed barges at Labu Lagoon were attacked 0935-0955/7

by 7 Bostons. 12 large native canoes and one large barge were 
seen and also five hide-outs discovered.

(9) Solomon Sea - At 1414/lD aircraft from 1,000 feet sighted a
submarine approximately 150 ft . long about 60 miles N.W.
Kirlwina course 130°, 3peed 11 knots.

(10) Milne Bay - A probable submarine was reported 30 miles S.W.
China Strait at 0610/ll, as evidenced by 3 torpedo tracks 
sighted. Subsequent air search proved negative.



V  - -
2. NORTH WESTERN ARM

#

t

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(&) At Sea to 1200/12:

(1) "WARREGO" escorting "BOTH* ’LORINNA" departed Thursday Island
0730/ll for Merauke. Waa due 0600/12,

(2) 5 submarines on patrol*

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "CASTLEMAINE" ML.815 
Merchant Vessels: "DARVEL" "BTJRWAH*

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Merauke - 9 enemy medium bombers raided Merauke town 1033-1047/j.l,
Some 90 bombs were dropped destroying an ammunition dump, one 
truck, some fuel and causing a few casualties,

(2) Babo - Further to the reported attack on Babo night 9 /5  by 5
Batalinas at least three grounded aircraft were destroyed and 
probably others,

(3) Millim&imbi ~ Results of the raid on Millimgimbi by 9 Zero*3 at
0928/lb  are as follows:-

Enemy losses - 2 Zerofs certain, 1 probable, 3 damaged. 
Allied " - 1 grounded Beaufighter destroyed and

2 damaged,
1 Spitfire lost In combat*

A- 0925./11 two enemy floatplanes attacked * I SLIDER” 
escorted by "LATR03E" 20 miles ti.3.W, Cape We3sel, No damage 
was Inflicted on the convoy while a covering Beaufighter shot 
down one enemy floatplane.

3 , SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/l2 :

(1) "CHANTICLEER” "SC .751" departed Fremantle 1729/10 for Exmouth 
Gulf,

(o) In Harbour:

A  Frenantle - Warships 5c Aux. - "TROMP* "VAN HEEMSKERK" "HORSHAM
’’‘DTJBBO" "WALLAROO" "OTUS" "CHILDS" "GOLDSTAR" 
"Y P ^S e " 30.739 "HERON"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - ”TJERK HIDD2S" "W.B.PRESTON"
1PELIAS" ^ISABEL" "WHIPPOORWILL" "LARK"

4. EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12po/l2:

(1) "HENLEY11 departed Brisbane 1820/ll for Sydney "ETA 0700/13.
(2) "BROOKS" departed Brisbane 1130/ll for Sydney ETA 1500/12,
(3) "CCLAC" "MORESBY" "BALLARAT" "BENDIGO" escorting Convoy PG50

(11 M?) departed Caloundra 1200/11 ETA Newcastle 
1400/l3 , Sydney 1800/13.

(4) "VAN GALEN* escorting "ATREUS" departed Port ?hillip 1729/9
for Fremantle ETA 0630/l5 .

(5) "ADELAIDE" departed Fremantle 0850/8 for Melbourne was due
1001/12,

(6) "WARRNAM300L" "DELORAINE" "TOWNSVILLE* "MILDTJRA" "YANDRA"
escorting Convoy 0C93 (18 vessels including "GOLDSTAR" 
"AL32Y") EfA Port Tembla 1800/l3, Sydney 2359/13, 
Newcastle 0300/l4*

- 3 -



#

(7) SC.741 departed Sydney 1317/lC for Brisbane*

(b) In Harbour?

Sydney

(Repairing)

(On Reserve) 
Melbourne

(Refitting)

- Warships & Aux. - MLE TRIOMPHANT" "EYBRA"
"KALGOORLIE" "FREMANTLE" "BUNDABERG" *'H.T.ALLEN”
”GLADSTONE* ML.428 ML.429 ML.818 "RIGEL" (AR) 
"iYANGANELIA1' "CENTAUR" (AH)
"AUSTRALIA* "B AGLET* "NEPAL” "STUART* "CHEVREWIL" 
"ALHENA” "MANUNDA" (Hospital Ship)
"flESTRALIA* '‘KANIMBLA"

- Warships & Aux* - "StANQORA" ’’ABRAHAM CRIJNSSEN”
"DOOMBA •

. "$UI EEROs"

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

t

(i) AIL IED FORCES

i l l

(3>

1 1 1
(6 )

(7)

(8)
(9)

(10)

At Vanikoro - THORNTON (AVD)
At Espiritu Santo - LEANDER (GL) STRONG 0 1BANNGN RADFORD MAURY 

NICHOLS FLETCHER WARD McCALLA CHEVALIER (DD) TREVOR (DM) 
CURTISS TANGIER (AV) fiACKINAC (AVP) HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) 
MANLEY (APD) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AS) ALCHIBA 
ALGORAB CELENO (AK) NEOSHO SABINE PLATF IAPPAHANNOCK 
WHIPS TOOK (AO' CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN)

At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV) 
SAN DIEGO SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY WOODWORTH JENKINS SMITH 
HOPKINS BUCHANAN FANNING DRAYTON CASE CRAVEN LAMSON(DD 
PROMETHEUS (AR) WHITNEY (AD) ARGONNE (AG) McCAWEEY (AP) 
MAJA3A MERCURY TALAMANCA CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) 
TRYON (APH) PECOS PATUXENT 3UAMIC0 CIMARRON (AG) 
KINGFISHER SHELDRAKE ADROIT (AM) PAWNEE (AT) HOLLY (YN)
S .31 (S3) ARD.2 KIWI MATAI TUI GALE (A/S Vessels) SC.518 

At Suva - OATALPA (YN) 3 ON DMA (AT)
At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN I2GI0N (AP) SAMOA (AK) 
Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL

VIREO (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WAN DANK (YT) ORTOLAN (ASR) 
MENOMINEE (ATI STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS) ERSKINE 
PH3LPS (AO)

At Vila-MARYLAND COLORADO (B3) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENAIGO SANGAMON SUWiJJNEE (ACV) EATON 
WALLER PHILIP RENSHAW LANG WILSON COSY CONWAY (DD) 

BALLARD (AV) LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO) ROAMER 
PC.475 PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

At Nandi - COPAHEE (ACV)
At Auckland - EBONY (YN) PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AE)
At Wellington - TAYLOR McCAIL (DD) TRACY (M )  MOUNT VBRNON 

CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

NAVAL INCIDENTS

N I L .

ENEMY’ 3 PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S .W .P .A .
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea - S.W. coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Further reinforcements and increased activity in
Northern Theatre, 

f3) Intense submarine activity including transportation, 
reconnd. seance and offensive operationXJ flk all 
theatres. / / / ! /

- 4 -
For "dI rScTOR C .O .I .C ,

G.H.Q,* , S. W. P.A.



MOST SECRET

#

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART It

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE 

1, SOUTHWEST £ 3GUTH PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES

11/5/43

ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

Souuh Pacific
Truk-Jaluit-Bi smarcka- 

Solomons

BB

CV

*
ACV

CA

CL

XCL

DD

H
36

AUSTRALIA

HOBART
ADELAIDE

ARUNTA
WARRAMUNGA
LE TRIOMPHANT
SELF?, GE
PATTERSON
HELM
HENLEY
3AGLEY
PERKINS
CCNYNGHAM
STUART
VENDETTA
RALPH TALBOT
VAN GiSLEN
QUIDERON
NEPAL
MUGPORD

INDIANA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

SARATOGA

CHEKANGO
SANGAMON
SUIANNEE

HONOLULU 
EELENA 
ST.LOUIS 
NASHVILLE 
COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MOHTPEDLIER 
DENVER 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN JUAN

Approx 40

YAMATO (poss. Empire)
MUSASHI 
MUTSU 
KONGO 
HA R UNA 
NAGATO

ZUIKAKU

HITAKA
HATATAKA
ZUIHO

CHUYO
UNYO

AIAGO 
TAXAO 
CEOKAI 
EAGURO 
EUMANO 
3UZUYA 
TONE 
TIKUMA

*  A OB A

AGANO
JINTSU
SENDAI
SATORI
KASHIMA
NAGARA
ISUZU
K3NU
KUMA

3

Approx 40

x Non-effective



t '

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific Truk-Jalui t-Bi smar cks- 
Solomons

ss

#
GREENLING 
GROWLER ) At 
GUAHDFISH

ALBACORE
DRUM
GATO
GRAYBACK
GROUPER
PETO
SCAMP
TUNA

S. 31 
Bri sbane

On Patrol

K* 9 At Sydney

AV/CVS

0 V /X C V S

apa / apd/ aka

AS or£XAS

AD

AR

25

H.T.ALLEN 
MANOORA 

x WESTRALIA
*  KANIMBLA 

BROOKS 
GILMER

PULTON

DOBBIN

RIGEL

AIRCRAFT (R.E. Area Only)

Fighters 
^^Bombers 
^P/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport a/C

CURTISS
TANGIER

Approx 30

10 APA 
13 APD 
5 AKA

DIXIE
WHITNEY

PROMETHEUS
VESTAL

Approx 30

CHITOSE
AKITSUSHIMA

5

?

3 or mcr e 

?

263
104
16
6

51
23

x Non-effective

- 2 -



2. CENTRAL PACIFIC

BB

#
WASHINGTON 
NORTH CAR CL INA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MSXICO 
PEKNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA

*  WEST VIRGINIA
*  CALIFORNIA
* TENNESSEE

ALLIED FORCiES

ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA

ENEMY FORCES

CV VICTORIOUS
ENTERPRISE

* SHOKAKU
HOSHO (Training Ship)

xcv LONG ISLAND RYUEC-

ACV NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAHEE

-

CA

•
LOUIS/ILLE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA 
NEW ORLEANS

*  SALT LAKE CITY
*  MINNEAPOLIS 
x FENS/COLA
* PORTLAND
x INDIANAPOLIS

NACHI
1 Unidentified

x ASHIGARA

OCA 3

CL RALEIGH
DETROIT

ABUXOMA 
TAM

XCL - 4

AV/CVS ? NISSHIN

XAV/XCVS ? 2

DD Apps* ox 20 Approoc 16

§ Approx 40 Approx 30

W /X AS ? 2

3. NORTHERN PACIFIC

CA - -

CL CONCORD
RICHMOND
TRENT®

KISO

XCL - 2

XAV/XCVS - 1

•
10 Approx 4

SS 10 Approx 10

*  Non-effective



r
4 .  E A ST  INJULiiS -  JJi i>iAj>r OUliuilK

ALLIED FORGES ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
(Western Section)

Jastem Fleet Area East Indies-Philippines

BB

#
CV

ACV

CA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS 

XAV/XCVS

DD

BS

VAN HEEMSKERK
TROMP

CEILDS
HERON
W. 8. PRESTON

TJERK HIDDES

GAR )
GRENADIER )

WAR3PITB 
RI&>LCIICN 
REVM GE

4 ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX 
x EAWKIffS 
x FHOBISHSR

KAURITIUS
GAMBIA
KENYA
GE33S
DAUNTLESS
CAPjlTO&N
D®BAN
CARADOC

4 A1AUNIA 
CARTHAGE 
CHITRAL 
RANP-JRA 
RA0C3I
WORCESTERSHIRE

ALBATROSS

Approx 27

TAMBOR 
T HRS SEEK 
GUDGEON

K.12 )
TROUT )

GRAYLING
TAUTOG

) On Patrol 
)
)

At Exmouth Gulf 

)
)

At Fremantle

AS or XAS PELIAS 

AIRCRAFT (N.W.Area Only)

F ilte r s  
li/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport a/c 

•

OTAKA

KASHII
01
KITAGAMI

KAMOI 
x NOTORO

Approx 12

$  No recent intelligence. 
Present location uncertain.

115
71
9

30
26

*  Non-effective



C .O .I .C .
British —  M OST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQU ARTERS 

SOU TH  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

No.

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

416 Date: 13th May, 1943

P A R T  I .

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/l3;

(1) "MAHAN" escorting "CAPE FLATTERY" en route Noumea to Gladstone
ETA 14 /5 . After arrival "MAHAN" to proceed to Brisbane. 

"DRAYTON" "PLUSSER" were to depart Noumea 1100/13 for Townsville. 
"MUGFORD" en route from Cid Harbour was due Caloundra 1200/13. 
"PERKINS" "CONYNGBAM" escorting "TAROONA" departed Caloundra 

1415/12 for Townsville ETA 1000/14. On completion 
"PERKINS" "CONYNGHAM" to join TF.74 at Cid Harbour. 

"ECHUCA" escorting "JANSSENS" en route Milne Bay from Oro Bay.
"PC.1121" escorting "PDLGANBAR" departed Milne Bay 1407/12 for 

Oro Bay ETA 1500/13.
"SUMNER" "3C.745" "SC .749" surveying Deboyne Is . area.
"INVERELL" escorting Convoy DT20 ( "MATTHEW FLINDERS" "YARRA") dep.

Darwin 0309/8 for Thursday Island was due 1000/13. 
"LATROBE" escorting "ISLANDER" departed Wessel Island 2000/ll for 

Thursday Island was due Tucker Point 0730/13.
"WARREGO" escorting "BOTH" was to depart Merauke 0600/13 for 

Thursday Island.
"BROOME" "SC .747" escorting Convoy PC7 ("WEST CACTUS" for

Townsville; "YGCH0Wftl for Cairns) departed Milne Bay 
1313/12 ETA Grafton Passage 1700/14.

" S«VAN" escorting "DUNTROON" departed Port Moresby 07(3^12 for 
Cairns ETA 1930/13.

"YP.280" departed Townsville 1230/ll for Brisbane ETA 0800/15. 
"GILMER" escorting Convoy TS31 ("CHARON") was to depart Townsville 

1200/13 for f>risbane ETA 1900/15.
"GLENELG" en route Thursday Island to Port Moresby.
"WHYALLA" departed Cairns 1217/11 for Milne Bay ETA 1300/13. 
"YP.236" departed Cairns 0600/l0 for Thursday Is . was due 1600/12. 
"BOWEN" escorting Convoy TN91 ("EMPIRE HAMBLE" "JOHN WHITAKER") 

dep. Townsville £316/9 for Milne Bay was due 1100/13.
"ML.814" departed Townsville 1716/12 for Cairns.
"GEELONG" "WAGGA" "KATOOMBA" "SC.746" "ML.427" escorting Convoy 

BT58 ("AASE MAERSK" "H .T . "KATOOMBA" "ANHUI* "FIONA" 
**TJoSEPH HGLT" "ADMIRAL CHASE" "CREMER" "JUHIPERO SERRA" 
"AROONA" "G.W.C-OETHALS" "CITY OF FORT WORTH" "A.D.WHITE" 
all for Townsville) departed Caloundra 1730/ll. On 
arrival Percy Islands "GEELONG" to return Brisbane.
ML.427 to be taken in tow of "A.D.WHITE".

(21) "SC .731" "SC .732" "SC .748" escorting Convoy BT59 ("CHARLES S.JONES"
"WANAKA") departed Brisbane T S W lS T JT X  Townsville 
1025/15. SC.748 to be detached at Percy Islands and 
return Brisbane.

(22) 8 submarines on patrol.

(2
(3
(4

(5
(6
(7
(8

(9

(10

(11

(12
(13
(14

(15
(16
(17
(18

(19
(20

« 1 «



(b} In Harbour:

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay

Port Moresby

Thursday Is .

Cairns
Cid Harbour

Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane

Small Graft
- Warships & Aux,

- Warships & Aux.
- Warships & Aux.

- Warships & Aux.

- Warships & Aux,

- Warships & Aux. - "SC.750"
Merchant Vessels: "REIJNST”

- Warships & Aux. - "KAPUHDA” "SHEPPARTON” “POLARIS”
aHIL0” 15 PT’ s

Merchant Vessels: "TBEDENS” ”JAPARA" ’’TIME”
"VANDER LIJN" ”VAH SW0LLn 

Snail Craft - Approx 50
- Warships & Aux. - "EDML.1074 EDML.1161 

Merchant Vessels: "ASPASIA NOMIKOS” ”3 .R.HELPER”
"EUCULANA 1

- Approx 20
- "TULSA" YMS.9 YMS.49 YMS.50

12 PTs
- ”PLATYPUS'1 ML.426 2 PTs (gefittr
- "HOBART” ’’WARRAMUKGA" "ARUNTA” 

”BELM” "BISHOPDALE" "MERKUR”
- "BUNBURY” ML.817 YP.291 SC.738 

”YU3S¥M ” (ASIS) "DEIMOS"
- „«*.„***«. » - "PIRIE” "ROCKHAMPTOl”
- Warships & Aux. - "GOULBURN” ”LITHGOff” ”PULT0N”

"POYANG” (ASIS) YP»233 YMS. 10 YMS.11 IMS.46 
YMS.47 YMS.48 YMS.51 YMS,52 YUS.53 YMS.71 
3C.648 SC.698 SC,740 SC. 741 SC.744 SC.981 
PC.1119 YDG.2 8 LSTs ML.424 ML.425 

^ALUDRA” ”KURUMBA'1 
(Repairing, Trials etc.) - "VENDETTA'* "GYMPIE* "VICTORIA"

(c ) Propo sed Movements:

(1) SC.648 escorting "E.T.BEDFORD" was to depart Caloundra 1800/13.
"BEDFORD” to pass through position 27°05*S 157°35’E.
SC.648 to part company at 1300/l4 and return Brisbane,

(il) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Munda - A .A . positions, the runway and revetment area were
aTTEacked 0840/12 by 24 bombors with 24 fighters.

(2) Kolorabangara - A small merchant vessel was seen departing
from Vila to the west at 2200/11*

Shortlanda - leconnaissance a.m. 12/5 sighted In Buin-Faisi 
area & small cargo vessels and one large merchant vessel or 
hospital ship. Nine Zero’ s were seen airborne which would 
be additional to the 19 fighters and 4 bombers shown by 
photographs of Kahili. Ballale was not covered in photographs 
but it would appear that there is considerable reduction of 
aircraft strength at this base.

Kavieng - Reconnaissance 1015/12 sighted 3 ships off Kavieng, 
shown by photographs to include two of 2000 tons each and one 
coaster. Distant photos of the aerodrome show 14 fighters 
and 11 medi um bombers.

(5) Gasmata Area - An enemy submarine was sighted by aircraft at 200QU2
approximately 43 miles south of Gasmata course 260°. Probably 
the same unit was sighted again and attacked at o355/l3 approx 
65 miles SW by W. of Gasmata course 270 speed 12 knots.

(6) Wewak - Reconnaissance 0820/12 sighted one cargo ships (2-3000 tons
fn "Wewak Harbour and another of 2000 tons in Muschu Strait 
heading towards Wewak.

A P.38 was over the area 0935/12 and photos show one 
aub.chaser and several barges in the harbour*

Cd Hansa Bay - Photographs 0900/12 show a new wharf under construction 
arid several barges in the river. No aircraft are Visible at 
Nubia aerodrome.

(8) Finschhafen - The landing ground and surroundings were bombed 
— and strafed 0745A 2  by 7 B .25*s. The road from the aerodrome

to the town appeared in good condition.
At Hanlsch Harbour (25 miles to the S.VST* ) a 30 ft , 

power boat was seen.
(9) Salamaua Area - At dawn l l /5  our troops found the enemy positions

at ■Bobdubi" emptjĝ nd subsequently occupied them. The enemy were 
later contacted one mile S. by E . of Bobdubi.



At 1600/ll a party of 12 Japs moving south was 
ambushed £ mile N. of Komiatum. 5 Japs were killed and one 
wounded. This enemy party was followed by a further party 
of about 50*

(10) Milne Ba* - At 1240/12 a single enemy reconnaissance aircraft 
was over Miln e Bay*

At lSOO/12, SC.747 reported contact with a probable 
enemy submarine 40 miles S*V« China Strait,

2, NORTH WESTERN AREA

(1) ALL.IED FORCES
(a) At Sea to 1200/l3j

(1) "W ILGAMIA" escorting "TUI.AGI” departed Thursday laland 1100/11
for Darwin ETA 1430A4*

(2) 5 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "CASTLEMAINE" ML.815 
Merchant Vessels 5 "CARVEL" "BURWAE"

3, SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES 

(a) At Sea to 1200/l5:

(1) "VAN GALEN" escorting "ATREUS" departed Port Phillip 1729/9
for Premantle.ETA 0530/15*

(2) "CHANTICLEER" "SC .751" departed Fremantle 1729/10 for Exmouth
Gulf *

(to) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "TROMP" "VAN HEEMSKERK" "HORSHAM"
"DUBBO" "WALLAROO" "OTUS" "CHILDS" "GOLDSTAR1*
*YP*286" "3C.739" "RERON" "ISABEL"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "TJERX HIDDES" *'W.B.PRESTON"
"PELIAS" “WHIPPOORWILL" "LARK"

(11) EHEMY FORCES

Indian Ocean - A probable four-engined Flying Boat was sighted 
approximately 250 miles north of Onslow at 1200/12.

4* BA STERN h SOUTHER?? AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/13:

(1) “COLAC" "MORESBY" "BENDIGO" "EYBRA" escorting Convoy PG50
(IB MV) departed Caloundra 1200/ll for Newcastle and 
Sydney. -
(Note* (1) "KYBRA" was ordered 1743/12 to proceed and 

provlds additional escort,
(ii) nVo .I .C .  Sydney reported that "ORMISTON" 

(torpedoed) accompanied by "BALLARAT anchored off 
Coff * s Harbour 1823/12. Tug "SPRIGHTLY" was despatched 
from Sydney and is due Cofffs Harbour 1600/l3*



•fftt (iii) "HENLEY-" en route Brisbane to Sydney was ordered
to make a search for the submarine* N .0 . I«C.Sydney 
signal 140iz/l2 ordered 9HENLEY" to proceed Sydney if  
search negative to 0900/13. If  "ORMISTON" in tow of 
"SPRIGHTLY" is to depart Goff's Harbour 13/5 for Sydney 
"HENLEY8 is to jrovide a/s  escort with "BALLARAT”.

(2) "WARRftMBOOL" "DELORAINE" "TOWNSVILLE" "MILDURA" " YANDRA" escorting
Convoy PC93 (18 vessels including ’GOLDSTAR” "ALSEY"') ETA 
tort koaiola 1800/l3, Sydney 2359/13, Newcastle 0800/14#

(3) "LE TRIOMPHANT" was to RV at 0715/13 with WILLIAM ELLERY!t3 HANNING“
which was to depart Newcastle 0700/13 and escort to 
Caloundra, "LS TRIOMPHANT" to return Sydney,

(4) '’CENTAUR" departed Sydney 1044/12 for Cairns ETA 0700/17,

(b} In Harbour;

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "KALGOORLIE" "FREMANTLE" "BUNDABEHS
"H.T.ALLEN" "GLADSTONE" 1»5L.42S ML.429 M ..318 
"RIGEL" (AR) "WANGANEILA" If AH)

(Repairing) "AUSTRALIA” "BAGLEY" "NEPAL" "STUART" "CHEVREUIL"
"BROOKS" "ALHENA" "MANUNDA" (Hospital Ship)

(On Reserve) "WESTRALIA" "KANIMBLA"
Melbourne - Warships 5c Aux. * "ADELAIDE" "MANGORA" "ABRAHAM

CRIJNSSEN" "DOCMBA"
(Refitting) "QUIBERON"

(i l )  ENEMY FORCES

Coffs Harbour - At 1414/12 an enemy submarine torpedoed "QRMISTON"
13 miles S . by IS * Coff »s Harbour,

At 0404/13 there were indications of an enemy submarine 
j within 100 miles of 27°30»S 15 4°E (50 miles E . of Brisbane).

No submarine attacks have been made off E.coast of 
Australia since 5/5 when "FINGAL" was sunk 25 miles S .E , of 
CDff*s Harbour. Recent fixes have been recorded as followst- 

Coffrs Harbour area •  3G°S 156°B on 7/5  
Jervis Bay area - 36°S 15l°E on 8/5

The above indicates that at least 2 submarines are 
probably still in these waters and there may be more#

SOUTH PAS IF 10 AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - THORNTON (AVD)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - LEAHDER (CL) STRONG O'BANNON RADFORD MAURY

NICHOLS FLETCHER WARD MeCALLA CHEVALIER (DD) THEVCE (DM) 
CURTISS TANGIER (AV) MACKINAC (AVP) HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) 
MANLEY (APD) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) ALCHT3A 
ALGORAB CELENO (AK) NEOSHO SABINE PLATTE TAPPAHANBOCK 
WHIPSTQCK (AO) CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN DIEGO SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY WOODWORTH JENKINS 3MITH 
HOPKINS BUCHANAN FAMING CASE CRAVEN LAMSON (DD) 
M0M3TEEU3 (AR) WHITNEY (AD) ARGONNE (AG) Me CAWLEY (APS) 
MAJA3A S3RCURY TALAMANCA CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) 
TRYON (APH) PECOS PATUXENT SUAMICO CIMAROON (A&)
KINGFISHER SHELDRAKE ADROIT (AM) PAWNEE (AT) HOLLY {YN)
SC.518 S.31 (S3) ARD.2 KIWI MATA I TUI GALE (A/S Vessels)

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AI)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (AP) SAMOA (AK)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL

VIRES) (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) ORTOLAN (ASR) 
MENOMINEE (AT) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS) ERSKINE 
PHELPS (AO)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SANGAMON SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON 
WALLER PHILIP REN SHAW LANG WILSON CONY CONWAY (DD) 
BALLARD (AV) LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO) ROAKER 
PC,476 PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(8) At Eandi - COPAHEE (ACV)
(9) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)



(10) At Wellington - "TAsLOR McCALL (DD) TRACY (DM) KOUNT VERNON
CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

(ii) SEEMY FORCES

Samoa-Suva Area - A possible submarine periscope was sighted at 
^^ZTlO 'TtTDOSition  24°45»S 175°42 'E (approx 420 miles S .# , 
of Suva).

I>/f  fixes have been recorded recently in this area as 
followsj-

11552/11 - within 250 miles of 17°S 171°ff (160 miles 
south of Pago Pago}.

12022/11 - in vicinity of 23°S 1 7 5 %  (100 miles south 
of Tongatabu).

(Note 1 "Z" time used to avoid "date line" confusion).

NAVAL INCIDENTS

(1) Kolombangara - An observer reports that a destroyer sank off
Funda {& mile3 W£W of Vila Plantation) at 2100/8. This is 
one of the three destroyers of which at least two were 
mined and the third hit by air attack in the Blackett 
Strait area 8/ 5 *

(2) China Strait - Further to the claim by SC.747 at 0715/11 that
she had sunk an enemy submarine 1S.W, of China Strait, a 
report from the Beaufort which saw three torpedoes fired at 
"VAN DER LIJN", under escort of SC.747 approximately 30 miles
S.W. of China Strait, is now to hand. All three torpedoes 
missed, and one was observed to explode at the end of its 
run. At 0625/11 SC,747 dropped four depth charges, and 
advised the Beaufort that she considered she had sunk the 
submarine and asked if any wreckage was visible, to which a 
negative reply was given. SC.747 dropped four more depth 
charges at 0639* The Beaufort searched the area and reported 
no submarine.

At 0850, SC,747 reported a further contact 25 miles
S.W. of China Strait and dropped four depth charges* The 
Beaufort searched the area, and reported sighting no submarine 
although the water was clear. 30 to 40 sharks were sighted 
100 yards from the position of depth charging and may possibly 
have caused the indication. The aircraft report states that It 
is doubtful tha^ this indication emanated from a submarine.

(3) Coff*g Barbour - Enemy Submarine Attack —  "OHMISTON” (British -
5,832 'tons) was torpedoed by an enemy submarine 14 miles east 
by north of Coff’ s Harbour at 1414/12. First interrogation of 
aircraft crew indicated that possibly two torpedoes were 
released on bearing 120 from the ship. One torpedo struck 
on the port side In Number One hold. "ORMISIOK” escorted by 
’’BALLARAT* proceeded under her own steam to Coff’ s Harbour, 
where she arrived 1823/12, Tug "SPRIGHTLY0 was despatched by 
N .O.I.C .Sydney and is due at Coff ’s Harbour at 1600 today to 
provide tow to Sydney,

"ORHISTvN” was in Convoy PG50 en route Brisbane to 
Sydney with general cargol The 'convoy comprised eleven 
vessels with four escorts. Since April 11th out of seven 
vessels sunk or bit by enemy submarines four heve been in 
convoy. "RECi*A" sunk April 11th and "LIMERICK” sunk ftpril 
26th were each In convoy with two escorts, "FI JUGAL" sunk 
May 5th was a single ship convoy escorted by a destroyer and 
with air cover.

ENEMY’ S PROBABLE MEET MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W .P.A.
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - 
North coast New, Guinea - S.W.coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Tiiflor/Arafura Sea Islands*

(2) Further reinforcements and increased activity in
Northern theatre.

5



(3) Intensd submarine activity including transportation, 
reconnaissance and offensive operations, in all 
theatres*

For DIRECTOR C .Q .I .C . 
J»H* Q» % S« H «F»

13/5/43

- 6 -



MOST SECRET

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART II 

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE 

1 . SOUTHWEST &■ SOOTH PACIFIC

12/5/43

ALLIED FORCES EHEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific
Truk-Jalui t-Bi smarcka • 

Solomons

BB

CV

XCV

r
ACV

CA

CL

*  AUSTRALIA

HOBART
ADELAIDE

INDIANA
MASSACHUSETTS 
MAR TLA ED 
COLORADO

SARATOGA

CHEHAKGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE

HONOLULU
HELENA
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUEBIA
CSEVELAHD
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN

YAMATO (poss.Empire)
MU&A3BI
MUTSU

SORC-O
KAHUNA
NAGATO

ZUIEAKU

' HITAKA 
HAY A TAKA 
ZUIHD

ATAGG 
TAEAO 
CHOEAI 
KAGURO 
KUB4JT0 
SUZEYA 
TOME 
TIKOMA 

*  AOBA

AQANO
JINTSU
SENDAI
KATORI
KASHIMA
KAGARA
ISU2U
KIHU
KUM/.

XCL

DD

ji

x

ARUNTA
WARRAMUNGA
LE TRIOMPHANT
HELM
HENLEY
BAGLEY
PERKINS
CONYNGHAM
MAHAN
STUART
VENDETTA
QUIBERON
NEPAL
MUGFORD

Approx 40 Approx 40

Non-effective



Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific
Truk-Jalui t-Bi smar cks« 

Solomons

SS

1

GREBNLING
GROWLER
GUAHDFISH

AL BAG ORE
DRUM
GATO
GRAYBACK
GROUPER
PETO
SCAMP
TUNA

S.3£
At Brisbane

On patrol

K. 9 At Sydney

AV/CVS

^ //X C V S

PT 25

APA/APD/AKA H.T. ALLE N 
MANOORA

x WE3TRALIA
* KANIMBLA
*  BROOKS 

GILMER

AS or XAS 

AD

AR

PULTON

DOBBIN

RIGEL

AIRCRAFT (N.E.Area Only)

Fighters 
^■feombers 
^P/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport A/C

CURTISS
TANGIER

Approx 30

10 A PA 
13 APD 

6 AKA

DIXIE
WHITNEY

PROMETHEUS
VESTAL

Approx 30

CHITOSE
AKIT3USHIMA

5

?

3 or more

9

263
104
16

6
51
23

x Non-effective

t



x Non-effective
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EAST INDIES - INDIAN OCEAN
ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
(Western Section)

Eastern Fleet Area East Indies-Philippines

BB WARSPITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

ILLUSTRIOUS

OTAKA

CL

XCL

Al/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

SS

AS or XAS

VAN HEEMSKERK 
TROMP

CHILDS
HERON
W.3.PHESTOT

TIERS HIDDES 
VAN GALEN

SUSSEX 
*  HAWKINS 
x FROBISHER

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
KENYA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
CARADOC

ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE 
CHIT HAL 
RAHPURA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRS 

ALBATROSS

Approx 27

GAR )
GRENADIER )
TAMBOR ) On Patrol
THRESKER )
GUDGEON )

TROUT ) At Gulf

tautogNG ) At Premantle

PELI4S

AIRCRAFT (H.W.Area Onlfc)

Fighters 
M/Bombers 
Plying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport A/C

i  No recent Intelligence,
Present location uncertain.

KASHI I 
01
KITAGAMI

KAMOI 
*  NOTORO

Approx 12

x Non-effective



British —  M O ST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL H EADQU AR TERS  

SO U T H  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY N AVAL SUMMARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 417 Date: 14th May, 1943

P A R T  I .■iim

SOUTH vVKST PACIFIC AKEA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

( i ) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At 3ea to 1200/l4i

(1) "MAHAN" escorting "CAPE FLATTERY" en route Noumea to Gladstone
ETA 14 /5 . After arrival "MAHAN* to proceed to Brisbane.

(2) "DRAYTON" "FLUSSER" escorting "PRESIDENT ADAMS" "PRES.JACKSON"
"PRESIDENT HAYES" en route Noumea to Townsville.

(3) "PERKINS" "CONYNGHAM" escorting "TAROONA" departed Caloundra
1415/12 for Townsville were due 1000/14. On completion 

"PERKINS" "CONYNGHAM" to join T .F.74 at Cid Harbour.
(4) "WARRAMUNGA" "SWAN" escorting Convoy TN92 ( "MANGOLA" "VAN HEUTZ"

"EDWARD ROLAND SILL" *H£NRY D . THOREAU") to Port Moresby 
ETA 0800/16 .

(5) "SC.750" escorting "REIJNST" en route from Oro Bay.
(6) "ECHUCA" escorting "VAN SVOLL" departed Milne Bay 1101/13 for

Port Moresby ETA 1700/14.
(7) "SUMNER" "SC,745" "SC.749" surveying Deboyne Is . area.
(8) "INVERELL* escorting GonvoyDT20 ("MATTHEW FLINDERS" "YARRA") dep.

Darwin 0309/8 for Thursday Island was due 1000/13.
(9) "WAR RE GO" escorting "BOTH" departed Merauke 0600/13 for Thursday

Island.
(10) "BROOME" "SC .747" escorting Convoy FC7 ("WEST CACTUS" for

Townsville; "Y0CH0Ww for Cairns) departed Milne Bay 
1313/L2 ETA Grafton Passage 1700/14.

(11) "YP.280" departed Townsville 1230/11 for Brisbane ETA 0800/15.
(12) "GEELONG" escorting Convoy TS5.0 ("VAN SPILBERGEN") from Percy Is .

to Brisbane STA l9oo/l6.
(13) "GILMER" escorting Convoy TS31 ("CHARON") was to depart Townsville

1200/13 for Brisbane ETA 1900/15.
(14) "WAGGA" "KATOOMBA" "SC .746" escorting Convoy BT58 ( "AASE MAERSK"

H .T. "KATOOMBA" "ANHUI" "FIONA* " JOSEPH HOLT* "ADMIRAL 
CHASE" "CREMER" "JUNIPERO SERRA" "AROONA" "G.W.GOETHALS" 
"CITY OF FORT WORTH" "A.D.WHITE" towing ML.427 - all for 
Townsville) departed Caloundra 1730/ll.

(15) "SC .731" "SC .732" "SC .748" escorting Convoy BT59 ("CHARLES S.JOJJES*
"WANAKA") departed Brisbane 1835/12 ETA Townsville 
1025/15. SC.7A8 to be detached at Percy Islands and 
return Brisbane.

(16) "SC*648" escorting "E.T.BEDFORD" for San Pedro was to depart
Caloundra daylight 14 /5 .

(17) "LITHGOW" departed Brisbane 1756/13 to carry out exercises with
submarine to seaward of Cape Moreton.

(18) 7 submarines on patrol.

1



(b ) In Harbour*

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay

Port Moresby

Thursday Is, 

Cairns 

Cid Harbour 

Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane

(Repairing,

- warships & Aux. - PC,1121 
Merchant Vessels* "PTILGANBAR"

- Warships & Aux, - "BOWEN" "WHYALLA" "SHEPPARTOH"
"HILO” 15 PTfs 

Merchant Vessels* "THEDENS" "JAPARA" "EMPIRE HAMBLE"
"JOSH WHITTAKER"
Approx 50
HDHL,1074 HDML,116l

"ASPASIA n o m ie os" "k .r . h elper " 
"RUCULANA"
Approx 20

"LATROBE" "FULSA" YMS.9 YKS.49 
YMS.50 YF.236 12 PTs 

"PLATYPUS" ML.426 ML,814 
2 PTs refitting 

"HOBART" "HELM” "BISHOPDALE" 
"MERKUR®
"ARUM*A" "GLEN3LG" "BUNBURY*
ML.817 YP.291 SC.738 "DEIMOS" 

"YHKNAN" (ASI3)
"FIR IE" "ROCKHAMPTON"
"MUGFORD" "GOULBURN" "FULTON" 

"POYANG" (ASIS) YP.23S YMS,10 YMS.11 YMS.46 
YMS,47 YMS,48 YMS.51 YMS,52 YMS,53 YMS,71 
SC,698 SC.740 SC.741 SC.744 SC.981 PC .Ill9 
YDG.2 8 LST«s ML.424 ML,425 "ALBDRA"

"KURUMBA"
Trials etc.) - "VENDETTA" "GYMPIE" "VICTORIA"

Snail Craft
- Warships & Aux. - 

Merchant Vessels*

Small Craft
- Warships & Aux. -

- Warships & Aux. -

- Warships & Aux. -

- Warships & Aux. -

Warships & Aux. 
Warships & Aux.

(c ) Proposed Movements*

(1) "HELM" to depart Cid Harbour 1800A 4  for Sydney ETA 0700/l7*

(ii) MEMY FORCES

(1) Russell Islands - At 1300/13 25 Zaro*s were Intercepted over
Russoli Is , by our fighters, probably mainly Corsairs, 17 
Zero*s were shot down and one or two probably. We lost 5 
aircraft,

(2) Kolotabangara - Japs were reported to have arrived at Pora Pora
(lb miles NW Vila) a.m. 12/5 but p.m. 13/5  it was reported 
that the 8?W* coast Kolombangara from Gatere (10 miles I P  
Vila) to Kunji (6 miles WNW Vila) was free of enemy.

Shortlands - Reconnaissance a.m. 13/5 reported nil shipping 
sighted in the Kahili area.

(4) Solomons Aircraft - Photographs a.m. 13/5 show i *
Kahili
Bailie
Falsi
Munda
Vila
Buka

)

- 47 fighters, 24 dive bombers, 1
- 11 m/ b

- 15 floatplanes

m/ b

nil operative aircraft

- 3 fighters, 1 m/B  
After a reported reduction on 12/5  the above indicates 

that strength has been maintained. Significant points are the
24 dive-bombers at Kahili and 11 ffi/B at Ballale where the normal 
strength is about 10 fighters although up to 6 bombers have been 
reported there previously*

Local source* from Buka states that some 10 bombers and
25 fighters are serviceable daily,

(5) Kavieng - Reconnaissance 1300A3 observed stationary in Kavieng
Harbour one destroyer and three cargo vessels (2 large, 1 m a ll ) ,

(6 ) Lorengau - Two small schooners were seen in the Harbour 1200/13.
Photos show the aerodrome probably serviceable but nil aircraft,

(7) Rabaul - Photos 1130/13 show -
Rabaul Harbour - 25 merchant vessels totalling 117,000 tons

including 2 tankers & 3 merchant vessels 
off Kckopo,

1 light cruiser "YUBARI" class
1 seaplane tender ^CHITOSE" class
7 destroyers
2 destroyer terders
1 submarine, probably I-class

•  2 -



1 submarine tender 
4 probable minesweepers 
1 sub.chaser 

Total 9 5
Yunakanau (incomplete) - 31 medium bombers, 20 fighters 
Lakunai - 96 fighters, 16 L/B or D/B, 2 M/B,

2 unidentified aircraft 
Rapopo - 35 medium bombers
Sulp&ur Creek - 11 floatplanes, 2 flying boats

(8) Gape Dampler (42 miles E. Gasmata) - Three 75 ft . barges
heavily laden were strafed 0641/13 near Cape Dampier,

(9) Gasmata - Gasmata aerodrome and installations were subject to
two severe raids 0800-0830 and 1020-1035/13 by 6 B.25 !s 
followed by 7 B,25*s and S Eeauflghters.

(10) Rudiger Point 430 miles S.W.Talasea) - A barge and a motor
launeb were strafed near the shore at Rudiger Point.

(11) Gage Gloucester - A twin-engined bomber was 3een taking off from
Cape Gloucester strip at 1420/13*

(12) Rooke Island - 5 to 6 barges were seen in Marien Harbour (S .E .tlp
Blooke Island) by reconnaissance night 12-13/5*

(13) Wewak - Photographs 1Q00/13 show -
Shipping in Harbour - 5 merchant vessels totalling 27,000 tons

1 x 800 ton vessel with funnel aft
1 coaster 

90 barges
ffewak aerodrome - 34 serviceable fighters 
Boram - 1 m/ b , 25 L/B , 14 fighters
But - 10 L/B or T/E f i l t e r s , 4 3/E fighters

A Liberator over Wewak at 1100/13 reported 7 vessels 
in the harbour including one large destroyer which, however, 
may be a mistaken identity as the total is the same as that 
shown by photos an hour earlier*

(14) 3a lamaua -Komi a turn - a.m. 1 £/5 a party of 80 Japanese moving south
apparently "to Komiatlam, was engaged about one mile north of 
Komlatum and 30 Milled in addition to many wounded,

P.M .12/5 an enemy attack on our positions south of 
Bobdubi was repulsed,

(15) Normanby-Woodlark Is . - Enemy reconnaissance over this area was
reported again 13/B . At 0915/13 an aircraft was over Woodlark 
Island and departed to the S.W. Possibly the same aircraft was 
over Cape Pierson (N.E, Normanby Is, ) at Il00 /l3 ,

(16) Port Moresby - Two enemy aircraft were over Port Moresby at
2025/13• Approximate!y 6 bombs were dropped wide of any 
objective and no damage or casualties is reported.

2. NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(&) At Sea to 1200./l4t

(1) ’WTLCAKNIA" escorting "TULAGI" departed Thursday Island lioo/ll
for Darwin ETA 1430/14.

(2) ’’CASTLEMAINE" escorting "DARVEL" departed Darwin 0702/13 for
Millimgimbi ETA 1700/14,

(3) 5 submarines on patrol,

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux, - ML.815 
Merchant Vessels : "BUR//AH1'

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

Mlllifltglmbi - Six probable Zero's reconnoitred Millimgimbi 
area at 1015/13,

(2) Timor - Photos of Full oro (E, Timor) 13 /5  show 2 fighters in 
blast pens otherwise little changje*



(a) At Sea to 1 3 )0 /l4 :

(1) "VAN GALEN" escorting "ATREUS" departed Port Phillip 1729/9
for Fremantle ETA 0630/l 5 .

(2) "CHANTICLEER" "SC .751" departed Fremantle 1729/10 for Sxmouth
Gulf*

(3) "HERON" departed Fremantle 0725/13 for Exmouth Gulf ETA a.m*
16 /5 .

(b ) In Harbour?

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "TRQMP" "VAN HEEMSKERK" "HORSHAM"
"DUBBO" "WALLAROO" "OTUS" "CHILDS" "YP.286"
" X , 739" ^ISABEL"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships 5c Aux. - "TJERK HIDDES" "W.B.PRESTON"
"PELIAS" "'WHIPPOORWILL" "LARK"

S . SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALL-1 ED FORCES

4. EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 120p/l4i

(1) "HENEEY” "BALLARAT" "KYBRA" escorting "SPKIGEELY" towing
"ORMISTON" en route Coff’ s Harbour to Sydney.

(2) "3AGLEY" was to depart Sydney 0630/14. To proceed Capricorn
Channel.

(3) "LE TRIOMPHANT" escorting "WILLIAM ELLERY CHAMNIKG" from Newcastle
to Caloundra. "LE TRIOMPHANT" to return Sydney from 
Caloundra,

(4) "CENTAUR" departed Sydney 1044/12 for Cairns ETA 0700/17.

(b ) In Harbour:

Newcastle - Warships & Aux. - "YANDRA"
Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "KALGOORLIB" FREMANTLE" "BUNDABERC

pMILDTTRAn "COLAC" "MORESBY" "BE3DIC-0" "TOWNSVILLE* 
’'DEL ORA IKE" "H .T . ALLEN" "GLADSTONE" ML. 428 ML .429 
ML*813 ML.818 "RIGEL" (AR) WANGANELLA (AH) 

^GOLDSTAR" "AtSEY" "WARRNAMEOOL’*
(Repairing) "AUSTRALIA" "NEPAL" "STUART" "CHEVREUIL" "BROOKS"

"ALHEKA" "MANUNDA" (Hospital Ship)
(On Reserve) "WESTRALIA" "EANIMBLA"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "MANOOHA" "ABRAHAM
CRIJN33EN’* "DOOMBA"

(Refitting) "QUIBERON"

(d ) Propo sed Movements :

(1) "BUNDAHERG" "KAL GO0RLIEw to sail as c onvenientS from Sydney to
RV with "YANDRA" escorting Convoy CO94 off NoBqy’ s Head 
at 0600/15. "MORESBY" and ML’ s to depart Sydney wit$t 
Sydney section at 1400/l5 and join Convoy off Sydney.
ML’ s to be detached 06 00/l  7 and to return to base at
Pd Q

(2) "COLAC" "MILDURA" ^TOWNSVILLE" "BENDIGO" escorting Convoy GP51
to depart Sydney 0900/lo,

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - THORNTON (AVD)
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' (2) At Esoiritu Santo - LEANDER (CL) STRONG 0 'BAB'NON RADFORD MAURY
NICHOLS FLETCHER WARD McCALLA CHEVALIER (DD) TREVOR (DM) 
CURTISS TANGIER (AV) SACKIMAC (AVP) HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) 
MANLEY (APD) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) ALCHIBA 
ALGORAB CELENO (AK) NEOSHO SABINE PLATTE TAPPAHANNOCK 
SHIP STOCK (AO) CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN DIEGO SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY WOODWORTH JENKINS SMITH 
HOPKINS BUCHANAN FAMING CASE CRAVEN LAM SON (DD) 
PROMETHEUS (AR) VFHITNEY (AD) ARGOHNE (AG) McCAWLEY (AP) 
MAJABA MERCURY TALAMAN3A CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) 
TRYON (APH) PECOS PATUXENT SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) 
KINGFISHER SHELDRAKE ADROIT (AM) PAWNEE (AT) HOLLY (YN)
SC *518 S .31 (S3) ARD*3 KIWI MATA I TUI GALS (a/ s Vessels

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Ssmca - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (AP) SAMOA (AK)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL

VIR30 (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) ORTOLAN (ASR) 
MENOMINEE (AT) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS) ERSKINE 
PHELPS (AO)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA- CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENAN30 SANGAMON SOWANKEE (ACV) EATON 
WALLER PHILIP HEN SHAW LANG WILSON CONY C Of WAY (DD) 
BALLARD (AV) LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE NE3CHES (AO) ROAMER 
PC. 476 PC,479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(8) At Nandi - COPAHEE (ACV)
(9) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)

(10) At Wellington - TAYLOR McCALL (DD) TRACY (DM) MOUNT VERNON 
CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

NAVAL INCIDENTS

(1) Gasmata Area - Further to the report in yesterday's Naval
Summary or the attack by an aircraft on an enemy submarine 
65 miles S.W, by W. of Gasmata at 0355/13 it is now reported 
that the bombs fell 25 to 30 yards wide* The submarine 
•which was described as very large was submerging at the 
time of the attack*

(2) Chin& Strait - SC.747 which has now reported on the attacks
on an. enemy submarine south west of China Strait states 

that she made two attacks after having made contact at 
approximately 0630 /ll. In the second attack three direct 
hits were scored. The report states "definitely destroyed” .

SC.747 further states that she was unable to attack 
at 0930 when another contact was made, owing to the fact 
that all A/s ammunition had been expended. This appears to 
contradict the Beaufort report which states that SC,747 
droooed four more charges on a contact at approximately 
0900,

On present evidence which is not conclusive It would 
appear that SC,747 cannot be credited with the sinking of 
an enemy submarine,

(3) Cofi^s Harbour - It is now reported that in addition to
’"OStlSTON*1, "CARADALE" (British - 1,881 tons) in Convoy 
PG5C was hit by a torpedo. The torpedo hit on the port 
side in Number 4 Hold and apparently did not explode but 
made a large dent in the side and rtvets were shorn about 
seven feet up the side. ”2 ARAD ALE” arrived Sydney visith 
the convoy.



ENEMY' 3 PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W.P.A#
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea - 3.W. coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Timor /Arafura Sea Islands.

(2) Further reinforcements and increased activity in
Northern theatre.

(3) Intense submarine activity including transportation,
reconnaissance and offensive operations, in all 
theatres*

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .
g ; c q :t

14 / 5/43



MOST SECRET

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

PART II 

ALLIED & ENEMY OilDilR OF BATTLE 

1* SOUTHWEST h SOUTH PACIFIC

15/5/43

E3EMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Cotton) South Pacific Truk-Jaluit-Bism&roka* 

Solomon3

BE

CV

LCV

w

ACV

CA

CL

XCL

DD

HOBART 
ADicj A IDE

AE'JNTA
W^RRAMUNGA 

IRIOMPHANTm  Ti
W B A

0

x
X

HENLEY
BAGLEY
PER5INS
CONYNGHAM
MAHAN
STUART
VENDETTA
QUI3ER0N
NEPAL
I/iUGFQRD

INDIANA
MASSACHUSETTS
MAKTLASD
COLORADO

SARATOGA

CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE

HONOLULU
HELENA
ST,LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN D E M
SAM JUAN

Approx 40

YAMATO (poaa.Empire)
MUSASHI
MUTSU
50NG0
HARUNA
NAGATO

ZUIKASU

HITAKA
HAYATASA
ZUIHO

ATAGO 
TAKAO 
CHOKAI 
HAGURO 
KOMAN© 
3UZUYA 
TO IE 
TIKUMA 

x AOBA

AGANC
JINTSU
SENDAI
KAPORI
KASHIKA
NAGARA
ISUZU
KINU
KTUMA

Approx 40

Non-effective



Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcka
Solomons

S3 DRUM
GREETING
GROWLER
GUARDPISH

ALBACOHE
GATO
GRAYBACK
GROUPER
PETO
SCAM?
TUNA

S .31

At Brisbane

Approx 30

On Patrol

K*9 At Sydney

A v / c v a

XAV/XCVS

25

APA/a PD/aKA H.T. ALLEN 
MAIIOORA

*  WESEMLIA 
s KANIMBLA 
K BROOKS 

GILMER

AS or XAS

AD

AR

FULTCH

DOBBIN

RIGEL

AIRCRAFT (N.K.Area Only)

Fighters 
^/Bombers 
^p/Bomber a 

Flying Boat*
Floatplanes 
Transport a /C

CURTISS
TANGIER

Approx 30

10 APA 
13 APB

6 A.KA

DIXIE
WHITNEY

PROMETHEUS
VESTAL

GHITOSE
AKITSUSKIMA

5

?

3 or more

?

263
128
16

6
51
23

k  Non-effective

« •



ALLIED FORCES

CENTRAL PACIFIC

ENEMY FORCES

BB WASHINGTON 
NORTH CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
FENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA

*  W :ST VIRGINIA 
x GSL IFORNIA
* TENNESSEE

ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
EYTJGA

CV VICTORIOUS SHOKAKU
ENTERPRISE HOSHO (Training Ship)

xcv LONG ISLAND RYUHO

ACV NASSAU CHUYO
AITAMAHA
COPAHEE

UNYO

CA LOUISVILLE NACHI
" SAN FRANCISCO 1 Unidentified

•
WICHITA 
HEW ORLEANS 

x SALT LAKE CITY
* MINNEAPOLIS
*  PENSACOLA 
x PORTLAND
x INDIANAPOLIS

a ASHIGAitA.

OCA - 3

CL RALEIGH ABUKUMA
DETROIT TAMA

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

SS

XAS

?

?

Approx 20 

Approx 40 

?

4

NISSHIN

2

Approx 16 

Approx 30 

2

3. NORTHERN PACIFIC

CA

CL CCNCORD
TRENTON 
RICHMOND

XCL - 2

XAV/XCVS - 1

«
10 Approx 4

10 Approx 10

at Non-effective

- 3 -



EAST INDIES - INDIAN OCEAN

ALLIED FORCES

Southwest Pacific
(Western Section) Eastern Fleet Area

BB

CL

[CL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

AS or XAS

VAN HEEMSKERK 
TROMP

CHILDS
HERON
W.B.PRESTON

TJERK HIDDES 
VAN GALEN

WARSPITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

^  ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX 
x HAWKINS 
x FROBISHER

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
KENYA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
GARADOC

4  ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE
CHITRAL
RABPURA
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

ALBASROSS

Approx 27

GAR
GRENADIER
GUDGEON
TAMEOR

TAUTOG
THRESHER

)

On Patrol

K.12
TROUT

At Exnouth Gulf

3RAYLIS3 At Fremantle

PEBIAS ?

AIRCRAFT (N.W.Area Only)

Fighters 
1/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 

^ ^ a n  sport A/C

^  No recent intelligence. 
Present location uncertain.

ENEMY FORCES

East Indies-Philippines

OTAKA

KASHII
01
KITAGAMI

KAMOI
*  NOTORO

Approx 12

n Non-effective



C . O . I . C .

British —  M OST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQU ARTERS 

SOU TH  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY N AVAL SUMMARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No- 418 Date: 15th May, 1943

P A R T  I.

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

1 . NORTHEASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/l5:

(1) "DRAYTON" "FULSSER" "TALBOT" escorting "PRESIDENT ADAMS"
"PRESIDENT JACKSON" "PRESIDENT HAYES" en route Noumea 
to Townsville.

(2) "BAGLEY" proceeding to RV in vicinity Capricorn Channel with
"DRAYTON" "FLUBSER" "TALBOT" escorting "PRESIDENT ADAMS" 
"PRESIDENT JACKSON" " , 'RESIDENT HAYES" from Noumea to 
Townsville.

(3) "MAHAN" en route Gladstone to Brisbane.
(4) "WARRAMUNGA" "SWAN" escorting Convoy TN92 ( "MANGOLA" "VAN HEUTSZ"

"EDWARD ROLAND SILL" "fffifclKY D.WlOREAU") to Port Moresby 
ETA 0800/16.

(5) "HELM" en route Cid Harbour to Sydney ETA 0700/17.
(6) "BOWEN" escorting "THEDENS" departed Milne Bay 1432/14 for Oro Bay

ETA 1400/15.
(7) "SUMMER" "SC .745" "SC .749" surveying Deboyne Is . area.
(8) "WHYAILA" departed Milne Bay 1432/14 for survey ground.
(9) "WARREGO" escorting "STAGEN departed Thursday Island 1809/14

for Merauke ETA 1900/15.
(10) "BROOME" "SC.747" escorting Convoy FC7 ("WEST CACTUS" for

Townsville; "Y0CH0#w for Cairns) departed Milne Bay 
1313/12 we» due Grafton Passage 1700/14.

(11) "KAPUNDA" escorting Convoy FC8 ("VAN DER LIJN" "REIJNST" "JANSSENS” )
departed Milne Bay 1452/14 for Cairns ETA 0600/17.

(12) "ECHUCA” escorting "MJCULANA" departed Port Moresby 1720/14 for
Townsville ETA 0600/17.

(13) "YP.280" departed Townsville 1230/ll for Brisbane was due 0800/l5.
(14) "GLENELG" en route Townsville to Brisbane ETA 1300/17.
(15) "SC .748" en route Percy Islands to Brisbane.
(16) "GEELONG" escorting Convoy TS3.0 ("VAN SPILBERGEN") from Percy Is.

to Brisbane ETA 1900/L6.
(17) "GILMER" escorting Convoy TS31 ("CHARON") departed Townsville

2300/13 for Brisbane ETA 1900/15.
(18) "WAGGA'* "KATOOMBA" "SC. 746" escorting Convoy BT58 ( "AASE MAERSK"

H.TMTOCMBA" "ANHUI" "FIONA" ,k JOSEPH H LT" "ADMIRAL 
CHASE" "CREMER" "JUNIPERO SERRA" "AROONA" "G.W.GOETHALS" 
"CITY OF PORT WORTH” "A.D.WHITE" towing IaL.427 - all for 
Townsville) departed Caloundra 1730/11.

(19) "SC .731" "SC. 732" escorting Convoy BT59 ("CHARLES S.JONES” "vVANAKA")
departed Brisbane 1835/12 was due Townsville 1025/15.

(20) "CEKTAUR" en route Sydney to Cairns ETA 0700/17.
(21) "bC.648" escorting "SUNETTA" (passing through 27°40*S 157°20fE ) was

to depart Caloundra 1030/15. SC.648 to part company 
0300/l6 and return Brisbane.

(2*) "MUGFORD* escorting "SUSSEX” (routed through 27°05*S, 163°33'E) was
- 1 -



to depart Caloundra 1000/15, . "MUOPCRD* to part 
company 0100/l &  and return Caloundra,

(23} "LITHGOW" departed Brisbane 1756/13 to carry out exercises with 
submarine to seaward of Cape Horeton 

(24) 7 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Barbour *

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay

Port Moresby

Thursday Is.

Cairns

Cid Harbour

Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane

Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels* 
Warships & Aux. -

Small Craft
- Warships & Aux. - 

Merchant Vessels*

Small Craft
- Warships & Aux. -

- ‘Varships & Aux* -

- Warships & Aux. -

- Warships & Aux. -

- Warships & Aux. -
- ©ar shins & Aux. -

IMS.10 IMS.11 
IMS,52 IM S,53 
SC.744 SC.981

{Repairing,

PC.1121 
"PULGAIBAR"
"SHEPPARTOft" BSC.750" •’HILO1’
15 PT»3

Merchant Vessels* "JAPARA" "EMPIRE RAMBLE” "TIME"
"JOHN WHITTAKER"
Approx 50
HDML.1074 HDML.1161

"A3PASIA NOMIKOS" "H.R. HELPER"
"VA3 SWOLL"
Auprox 20

"INVER3LL" "LATROBE" "TULSA"
IM S .9 IMS.49 IMS.50 I P .236 
12 PTs : ,'r'

"PLATYPUS" "ML.426 ML.814
2 PTb refitting 

"HOBART* "PERKINS" "CONINGHAM" 
"BISHDPDALE" "MERKUR"
"ARUJEFA" "BUNBURI" ML.817 YP.291 

SC.733 "DEIMOS" "YUMAN" (ASIS) 
"PIRIE" "ROCKHAMPTON"
"FULT08" "POYANG" (ASIS) YP.233 
YAS.4& IMS.47 IMS.48 YMS.51 
IMiS.71 SC,698 3C.740 SC.741 
PC.1119 YDG.2 8 LSTs ML.424 

ML.425 "ALUDRA" "EURUMEA"
Trials etc .) - "VENDETTA" "GOULBURN" "GIMPIS" 

"VICTORIA"

Co) Proposed Movements:

fl) "ARUNTA" "KATOOMBA" escortins Convoy TN93 ("T-AROONA" "KEY PITMAN" 
"CREM1R") to depart Townsv 111 e” '03 ODA6 for Milne Bay 
ETA 1230/18.

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Solomons Aircraft - Photos approx 1000/14 show -
TaEXIT------- - 29 fighters, 5 m/b, 2 d/b

Baliale - 2 " , 5 M/B
Faisi (10# coverage) - 4 floatplanes

Vi?a& ) 0Perati0n£^ ^  **craft

Buka - 4 fighters, S M/B
This total of 54 aircraft compares with 102 on 13/5 

and the reduction could be accounted for partly by the losses 
over Russell Is . p.m. 13/5 (17-19 Zero's) and the decrease 
from 24 D/B at Kahili,

(2) Guadalcanal - At least 4 enemy aircraft raided Guadalcanal during
darkness 13/5 setting an ammunition dump on fire . Lightning
night fighters attacked and shot down one certain, one probable,
and a third damaged,

(3) Shortlands - Kahili and Ballale airfields were raided 0330/13 by
6 Fortresses following a harassing Liberator. At 1945-2030/13 
another 5 Fortresses raided the same targets and at 2040/13, 2 
cargo ships located in the Buin anchorage were attacked by 4 
Avengers with bombs (see Naval Incidents}. One pobable hospital 
ship was also seen at this time in Tonolei Harbour. Recce at 
0955/14 observed one cargo vessel in the Buin anchorage, where 
one waa hit during the previous nights raid, and another off 
Buin course 122° possibly departing throu^i Bougainville Strait,

2 —



(4) Buka - A small cargo vessel landed stores at Buka Passage 
10/5 and on 14/5 another small merchantman was observed 
heading for Buka probably from southeast. On the same 
day 6 barges arrived at Tinputz from the south,

C5) Kavieng - Reconnaissance 1030/14 sighted the following shipping -
2 cargo vessels (1 jfaedium, 1 large) in Kavieng Harbour 
1 large cargo vessel approaching Kavieng from the Worth 
1 medium cargo vessel heading for Kavieng from S.E .

Three Zero's and four medium bombers were observed on the 
runway.

Lorengau - Reconnaissance a.m. 14 /5  sighted one probable mine­
layer in Lorengau Harbour,

(7) Wltu Is , - A 40 ft . barge was seen at the pier on Unea Is.
1 0 4 5 /1 4 +

(8) Rabaul - Photographs 1000/14 show no apparent change from the
previous day except for the addition of one probable old 
destroyer and that the seaplane tender, previously 
identified as "CHITOSE" class, is now believed to be "MIZUHO" 
class* It is recalled that 13/5 43 ships including one light 
cruiser, seaplane tender, 7 destroyers and 25 merchant vessels 
totalling 117,000 tons were present,

(9) gasmata - The aerodrome and installations were again heavily
raided 1330-1400/14 by 13 B .25 's  and 10 Beaufighters,

(10) Arawe - At approximately 0800/l5 a convoy reported as two
possible destroyers and 7 small cargo vessels (500rl000 tons) 
was reported some 10 miles west of Arawe course 90 . 

kae - At 1337/14 32 enemy fighters were patrolling the aerodrome 
and 3 fighters landing. At; 1857/14 flares were reported on 
the aerodrome and aircraft were landing. Barges were plying 
between ships in the harbour and the shore,

This would appear to be connected with the convoy 
reported in the previous paragraph off Arawe on an easterly 
cour se,

(12) '■ ewak - Between 2050-2340/14 Boram and Wewak aerodromes were
raided by 3 Liberators and 4 Fortresses respectively.

Reconnaissance Lightning over ?i/3wak 0915-1olo/l 4 reported 
the same ships present a3 on 13/5  when photographs showed 5 
merchant vessels vOtailing 27,000 tons, 2 small vessels under 
1000 tons and 90 barges. Photographs taken by this Lightning, 
however, show one 800 ton vessel with funnel aft, one patrol 
craft and 66 barges. Grood coverage of the harbour wa3 obtained 
by these photos. It is considered that the oLlot was mistaken 
and that in fact, the convoy in Wewak on 13/5 had departed by 
0900/14.

(13) Hansa Bay - Photographs 0930/l4 reveal 12 barges and 2 new Jetties,
The runway is roughk but probably serviceable,

(14) Solomon Sea - At 1945/13 a submarine was seen by aircraft approx
37 mile3 fc, by S. of Lae on course East,

(15) Salamaua-Mubo area - Forward elements of the enemy were forced to
withdraw after at backing our positions on Lababia Ridge 9-11/5, 
They left over 60 dead. Another party of 13 ijaps moving south 
towards Komiatum was ambushed at 1300A3 and 9 were killed.
This is the 6th time within 8 days that the enemy have been 
ambushed on this track,

(16) Dobodura - Three enemy bombers harmlessly raided Dobodura 2115/13,
These may be the same aircraft which were over Moresby at 2025 
(as reported in yesterday's summary 14 /5 ),

Pro Bay - Twenty medium bombers and 20-25 Zero's raided Oro Bay 
approximately 1030/14. 11 Lightnings and 32 Klttyhawks 

Intercepted and caused heavy destruction to enemy aircraft but 
results have not been fully assessed. A petrol barge ana a 
bitumen dump were destroyed and 8 personnel were injured.

NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Q0/'15t

6 submarines on patrol*
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(b) In .Harbour s

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "1FILCANNIA" "&2L.815"
Merchant Vessels : "BURWAE" "TULAGI"

Millimgimbi - Warships & Aux* - "-ASTLEMAINE"
Merchant Vessels t "DARVEL"

SOUTH WE STERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORGES

(a) At Sea to I200 /l5 ;

(1) "VAN GALEN" escorting "ATREUS" departed Port Phillip 1729&
for Frsmantle was due 0630/15*

(2) "HERON" departed Fremantle 0725/13 for Exmouth Gulf ETA a.m.
is /s .

(3) "WHIPPOORWILL" an route Exaouth Golf to Fremantle ETA 0800/17.

(b) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "TSOMP" "VAN HEEMSKERK" "HORSHAM"
"TJEBK HIDDE3" '*DUBB0" "WALLAROO" "OTUS" "CHILDS" 
"YP. 286" "SC #739'1 "ISABEL"

Exmcuth Gulf - Warships k Aux. - *W,B,PRESTON" "PELIAS" "LARK"
"CHANTICLEER" "3G.751"

EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

( i ) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 C0/l5:

(1) "HENLEY" 83 BALLARAT" "KTBRA* escorting "SPRIGHTLY" towing
"OR MI SC ON" en route Coff's Harbour to Sydney.

(2) "BUNDABERG® "XALGOOftLIE" departed Sydney so as to RV off
Nobby's Head with "YANDRA" escorting Convoy C094 
(II M ^ x  Newcastle) at 06G0/l5. "MORESBY" ML.'428 
ML*818 escorting Sydney section. (6 vessels including 
"BUNGARES") tc depafct Sydney 1400/15 and join convoy 
off Sydney, KL’s" to provide escort to Eden only and 
orooeed to base there,

(3) "CHEVREUIL* esoorting Convoy VK9 (''POLYNESIA!; ’ ■CAP ILLIAQUE?
"CAP TARIFM" J was to depart Sydney Il00 /l5  for Noumea 
ETA a.m. 22/5,

(4) "GLADSTONE" departed Sydney 2143/14 for patrol thence Jervis Bay,
(5) "COLAC" "MILDURA" "TaVKSVILLE" "BENEIGO" escorting Convoy GP51

(11 MV) were to derart Sydney C900/l5 ETA C&loundra 
0730/18*

(6) "LE TRIOMPHANT" escorting "WILLIAM ELLERY CHAINING" from Newcastle
to Caloundra, "LE TRIOMPHANT" to return Sydney from 
Caloutd ra,

(k ) In Harbour :

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "FREMANTLE" "MORESBY" "DELORAINE"
"H .T . ALLEN" " AIL. 813 "RIGEL" (AR) "W AN GAN ELLA " (AH) 
"GOLDSTAR" "AL3EY" "WARRNAMBOOL"

(Repairing) "HJ STRAL IA" "NEPAL" "STUART" KBR00KS" "ALEENA"
"MANUMDA" (Hosoltal Ship)

(On Reserve) "WESTRALIA" "KANLMBLA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "KANOORA" "ABRAHAM

CRIJNSSEN" "DOOMBA"
(Refitting) "QUIBERON"



B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALL/USD FORCES

(1) At Vanikorc - THOR ETON (AVD)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - LEADER (CL) STRONG O'BANNCN RADFORD MAURY

NICHOLS FLETCHER WARD McCALLA CHEVALIER (DD) TREVOR (DM) 
CURTISS TANGIER (AV) MACKINAC (AVP) HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) 
MANLEY (APD) DIXIE (AD) FYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) ALCHIBA 
ALGORAB CELENO (AK) NEOSHO SABINE PLATTE TAPPAHANNOCK 
WHIP8T0CK (AO) CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YH)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN DIEGC SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY WOOL'WORTH JENKINS SMITH 
HOPKINS BUCHAMN FANNING CASE CRAVEN LAM30F (DD) 
PRDHETHSUS (AR) WHITNEY (AD) ARGONSE (AG) McCAWLEY (AP) 
MAJABA MERCURY TALAMANCA CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) 
TKYON (AFB) PECOS PATUXENT SUAMICO CIMARO ON (AO) 
KINGFISHER SI EL DRAKE ADROIT (AM) PAWNEE (AT) HOLLY (YN)
SC• 518 S .31 (SS) ARD.2 KIWI MATAI TUI GALE (A/s Vessel*

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YNJ SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAS LEGION (AP) SMOA (AK)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL

VIH30 (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WaNDANK (YT) ORTOLAN (ASR) 
ME NOMINEE (AT) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS) ERSKINE 
PHELPS (AO)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) COLOMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SANGAMON 3U M NEE  (ACV) EATON 
WALLER PHILIP RENSHAW LANG WILSON CONY CCKWAY (DD) 
BALLARD (AV) LfcCKAWANNA KANKAKEE NESCIES (AO) ROAMER 
PC.476 PC.4 7 9  RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(8) At Nandi - COPAHEE (ACV)
(9) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)

(10) At Wellington - TAYLOR McCALL (DD) TRACY (DM) MOUNT VERNON 
CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AX)

NAVAL INCIDENTS

(1) Shcr tlands - 2 Avengers each attacked a cargo vessel N.W.
or. fupukuna Point at 2040/13. At least two hits were 
scored on one vessel causing an explosion#

(2) Kblombaagara - Allied surface units bombarded enemy positions
at Vila and Munda night 12 /5 . At Vila the shelling appears 
to have fallen mainly on the bivouac area.

ENEMY'S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation advanced positions S.W .P.A ,
particularly Central and Northern Solomons - 
North coast New Guinea -S.W, coast Dutch New 
Guinea - Timor/Arafura Sea Islands,

(2) Further reinforcements and increased activity in
Northern theatre.

(3) Intense submarine activity including transportation,
reconnaissance and offensive operations, in all 
theatres.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .
cT.'TĤ Y,' 5~.7K T.I7' 

15 / 5/43
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MOST SECRET

ALLIED FOHCES

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART II

Af,T.TRT) & enemy order of battle

1# SOUTHWEST & SOUTH PACIFIC

14/5/43

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

ENEMY FORCES

South Pacific
Truk-Jalult-Bismar^ks*

Solomons

BB

CV

XCV

ACV

CA

CL H03ART
ADELAIDE

INDIANA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

SARATOGA

CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE

HONOLULU
HELENA
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIE GO
SAN JUAN

MUSASHI 
MIT SO 
KONGO 
HAS UNA 
NAGATO

EAYATAKA

CHOEAI 
KUMANO 
SUZUYA 
TONS 
TIKuMA 

»  AOBA

AGA'NO (poss .Empire)
JIHTSU
SENDAI
KATORI
EASEIMA
3AGARA
ISUZU
k i :nu

KUMA

XCL

ARUNTA
WARRAMUNGA
LE TRIOMPHANT
HELM
HENLEY
BAGLEY
PERKINS
CONYNGHAM
MAHAN
STUART
VENDETTA

*  &UIBERON
* NEPAL 

MUGFORD

Approx 40 Approx 30

Non-effective



Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

Tr uk-Jalu i t-Bi smar cks« 
Solomons

SS DHUil
GREEKLI5G
GUARDPISH

ALBACOHE )
GATO )
QRAY3ACK )
C-RQ U PER ) 
GROWLER 
PETO
SCAMP )
TUNA )

S .31
At Brisbane

Approx 30

) On Patrol

)

K, 9 At Sydney

AV/gVS

^ ^ v /x c v s

pp 25

APA/APD/AKA H. T. ALLEN 
MAN OORA

* WE STEAL IA 
J* KANIMBLA 
x 3RDOKS

GILMER

PULTON

DOBBIN

RIGEL

AS or XAS 

AD

AR

AIRCRAFT (N.E.Area Only)

Fighters 
jMpombers 
T^'Bombe rs 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport a/ c

CURTISS
TANGIER

Approx 30

10 A PA 
13 APD 

6 AKA

DIXIE
WHITNEY

PROMETHEUS
VESTAL

CHITOSE 
AKITSUSHIMA

5

?

3 or more 

?

263
128
16

6
51
23

x Non-effective



- *. m
/

♦

2. CENTRAL

ALLIED FORCES

PACIFIC

ENEMY FORCES

BB

•

WASHINGTON 
NORTH CAR CL IN A 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
HEW MEXICO 
FERN SYB7 ANIA 
NEVADA

*  WEST VIRGINIA
*  CALIFORNIA 
x  TENNESSEE

•

YAMATO (poss. Truk)
ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYOGA :

CV VICTORIOUS
ENTERPRISE

ZUIXAKU
SHOXAKU
30SHG (Training Ship)

x c v LONG ISLAND ZUIHG
HITAXA
RYUHO

ACV

•
CA

NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAHEE

LOUISVILLE
SAN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA 
HEW ORLEANS 

s  3 4 T  L4®  CITY
*  MINNEAPOLIS
*  PENSACOLA
*  PORTLAND
*  INDIANAPOLIS

CHUYO
UNYO

ATAGO
TAEAO
HAGURO

OCA - 3

£L RALEIGH
DETROIT

A3UKUMA
TAMA

XCL nm 4

AV/CVS ? NISSHIN

XAV/XCBS ? 2

•
Approx 20 Approx 24

ss

AS/XAS

Approx 40 

?

Approx 30 (some poss,
N* Pacific)

2

5 . NORTHERN PACIFIC

CA - NAG HI
1 unidentified

CL CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

TAMA
KISO

XAV/XCVS mm

O
J 

r-
4

DD 1 o 9

SS 10 Approx 10

*  Non-effective
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X Non-effective



C . O . T . C .

British —  M OST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQU ARTERS 

SOU TH  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY N AVAL SUMMARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 419  Date: 16th May, 1943

P A R T  I.

A, SQIJTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. WORTH EASTERN AREA

U )  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 120p/l6:

(1) PC.1121 escorting "PUL GAN BAR" en route Milne Bay from Oro Bay*
(2) "SHEPPARTON" dep. Milne Bay 1304/15 en route Nuakata.
(3) "SWAN" escorting M.B.4 ("VAR SWQLL" "HINTON R.HELPER") to Milne 

Bay was expected to deoart Port Moresby 1200/l6 ETA 
Milne Bay 2000/17.

(4) "SANDS" & "HUMPHRIES" escorting LSC *s 446, 334, 390, 447, 448,
443 & 449 to Townsville ETA 0800/20.

(5) "DRAYTON" "PLUSSER" "TALBOT" "BAGLEY" escorting "PRESIDENT JACKSON" 
"PRESIDENT? ADAMS" "PRESIDENT HAYES" to Townsville.

(6) "ML.817" dep. Townsville 1720/15 en route Cairns.
(7) "MAHAN" en route Gladstone to Brisbane.
(8) "WHYALLA" & "POLARIS" surveying vicinity of Goschen Strait.
(9) "SUMNER* "SC .745" "SC .749" surveying Deboyne Is . area.

(10) "KAPUNDA" escorting Convoy PC8 ("VAN DER LIJN" "REIJNST" "JANSSENS") 
departed Milne Bay 1452/14 for Cairns ETA 0600/17.

(11) "ECHUCA" escorting "NUCULANA* departed Port Moresby 1720/l4  for 
Townsville ETA 0600/l7,

(12) "GLENELG* en route Townsville to Brisbane ETA 2300/17.
(13) "SC .648" returning Brisbane after escort duty with "SUNETTA".
(14) "ARUNTA" "KAT00MBA" escorting C&nvoy TN93 ("TARO®A" "KEY PITMAN" 

"CREMER") en route Milne Bay E'l'A 1230/18.
(15) "WARRAMUNGA" "SWAN" escorting Convoy TN92 ("MANGOLA" "VAN HEUTSZ" 

"EDWARD ROLAND SILL" hHteNRY D.THOREAU") to Port Moresby 
were due 0800A 6.

(16) "GEELONG" escorting Convoy TS3.0 ("VAN 3PILBERGEN*) from Percy Is. 
to Brisbane î TA 1900/16.

(17) "GILMER" escorting Convoy TS31 ( "CHARON") departed Townsville 
2300/13 for BrisbaneETA 1900/15.

(18) YMS.8 YMS.ll YMS.53 YMS.71 proceeding With all despatch to 
search for survivors of "CENTAUR" in position 27°S,
154°E. "LITHGOU" ETA this position 0400A 6 .

(19) Task Unit 78 .5 .1  (YMS.lO YMS.47 YMS.48 YMS.70) was to depart 
^Brisbane 12oo/l6 en route (Urns*

(20) 8 submarines on patrol.

(b } In Harbour;

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. - "BOWEN"
Merchant Vessels: "THEDENS"

Milne Bay - Warshios & Aux. - "SC .750" "HILO" "STELLA" 15 PT»s
Merchant Vessels: "JAPAKA" "EMPIRE HAMBLE" "TIME"

"JOHN WHITTAKER"
Small Craft - Approx 50
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Port Moresby - Warships 4c Aux, - 
Merchant Vessels* 
Sma ll Craft

Thursday Is. - Warships t Aux, -

Cairns - Warships & Aux. -

Gid Harbour - Wer ships & Aux. -

Townsville - Warships & Aux, -

Maryborough - Warships & Aux. -
Brisbane - Warships & Aux. - 

YP, 233 YP.280 
SC.74C SC,741
TEG.2 8 LST *3 

"IBHIMBA”
(Repairing, Trials etc.) - "VENDETTA'' "GOULBURN"

"VICTORIA"

(c) Proposed Movements:

KDML.1074 HDML.1161
"ASPASIA IvOMIKOS"
Approx 20

"INVERELL" "LATROBE" "TULSA"
YHS.9 YUS,49 YWS.50 YP.236 
12 PTs

"PLATYPUS” ML. 426 ML,814 
2 PTa refitting 

"HOBART" "PERKINS'* ’"CONYNGHAM" 
"BISHOPDALE" "MSRKUR"
"BROOME" "WAGGA” "BUNBURY" ML,427 
YP, 291 SC, 731 SC, 732 SC. 738 
SC ,746 "DEIMOS" "YUNNAN" (ASIS)

" PI R IE e "ROCKHAMPTON"
"KUGFORD" "FULTONw "POYANG" (ASIS) 
YMS.4C YMS.51 M S . 52 SC. 698

SC.981 PC.1119 
"ALUDRA"

SC. 744
ML.424

SC.748 
ML,425

"GYMPIE"

(1) "MUGPORD" escorting "VT. B.ALLISON" ETD Caloundra 1600/16 for
Townsville,

(2) "VENDETTA" escorting "BLUE JACKET" ETD Caloundra 22D0/16,
"VENDETTA® to part company at 1600/l7 and return 
Brisbane,

(il) ENEMY FORCES:

(1) Kavieng - At 0955/15 a destroyer was sighted in the vicinity of
Byron Strait heading east. No other shipping in the area is 
reported by the reconnaissance.

Photos of the shipping in the area 1030/14 show one 
1500 ton and one 800 ton vessel I n f%aviqr̂ gfjEarbftuy. , These 
vessels were reported by visual s 1 ghWngs^ncT M e  Interpre tat ion 
of photographs yd uld indicate that all foiir ships seen in the 
area 14/5 and possibly 13/5 were less than 2,000 tans.

(2) RabauL - 1945-2250/14 Vunakanau aerodrome was raided by 4 Llberatori
and 6 Fortresses, 13 ships were seen in Rabaul Harbour and 
two medium cargo vessels in Talili Bay.

(3) Huon Gulf-New Britain « Ho further sightings were made of the
convoy reported to consist of two possible destroyers and 7 
cargo vessels all under 1000 tons sighted at 0745/15 10 miles 
west of Arawe course 90°, Air strikes were despatched but 
very bad visibility prevented further eontact*

Our aircraft encountered fighter opposition in many 
localities in the area thus*-

0615/15 - A Liberator encountered 6 Zero's over Huon Gulf, 
0635/15 - A Liberator observed 2 Zero*s near Lae,
1050/15 - A Liberator encountered IS Zero*s 30 miles west 

of Talasea, ^ •
1150/l5 - 6 Fortresses encountered 2 fighters 3 miles south 

of Gasmata,
1225/15 - A Liberator encountered 3 Zero’ s over Gasmata.
1233/15 - 7 B ,25 fs saw 4 fighters in Gasmata area.

In addition there was extensive enemy air activity in 
the New Guinea area as shown in subsequent paragraphs,

(4) Gasmata Area - At 125l/l5 Beaufighters attacked a sub»arine on
the surface 62 miles S, by W. of Gasmata course 14 °,

(5) Wewak Area - Photographs I0l5-1040/l5 show no large ships visible
in #ewak Harbour: one coaster and about 12 barges off But, 
Aircraft on the aerodromes are reported as followsj- 

wewak - 30 fighters
Boram - 14 fighters, 1 m/ b , 5 probable l / b

But - 16 twin-engined fighters or l / b

Dagua - 14 twin-engined fighters
This Is the first report of aircraft on Dagua aerodrome 

which is located between Wewak and But,
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(6) Huon Gulf - A Liberator sighted in Huon Gulf at 0614/15 a
ve¥seT“de scribed as a probable destroyer. The aircraft 
was engaged at this time In violent interception and the 
reported vessel should perhaps be treated with reserve*

(7) L&e - At 2345/13 an nI"-class submarine was reported 48 miles
E .S .E . of Lae heading east.

Reconnaissance 0945/15 observed 10 fighters on Lae 
aerodrome and three more taking off*

(8) Wau - At 0930/15 20 enemy medium bombers escorted by 14 fighters
raided Wau, No casualties or damage has been reported,

(9) Salamaua-Mabo - Following heavy mortar and artillery fire at
124o A 4 the enemy attacked our positions on Bobdubi Ridge in 
force, causing our troops to withdraw but the enemy advance 
was subsequently checked* At D8lo/l5 9 enemy bombers and
15 fighters bombed and strafed our new positions at Kunda 
Bridge <1-| miles W* by S. of Bobdubi). A preliminary report 
states that these positions were subsequently subjected to 
another heavy air attack.

(10) Port Moresby - Two enemy medium bombers attacked Durand Strip
at 1937 A S  • One of our night pursuit planes shot down one 
of the enem^ bombers.

At abdut 2050/15 probably another 2 enemy bombers were 
over Port Moresby but no bombs were dropped. A.A. claim one 
bomber destroyed.

(11) Buna Area - Prior to the raid on Oro Bay at 1050/14 one enemy
reconnaissance aircraft was shot down by a E^ttyhawk at 0830/14, 
40 miles N .E , Buna, Results of the Interception at during the 
Oro Bay raid at 1030/14 are -

Enemy Losses - 9 fighters certain, one probable
7 bombers certain, 5 probable 

Cur Losses - 1 Lightning in combat
1 Xittyhawk crash-landed 
Both pilots safe.

At 2117/14 3 enemy s&rcraft harmlessly raided 
Dobodura,

(12) Cairns - Intermittent indications 8-15/5 of the presence of
unidentified units In the vicinity of Fitzroy Island (12 
miles E, by S. of Gairns) lead N .G .I .C . Galrns to make the 
suggestion of possible mirelaying activities by one or two 
enemy submarines.

(13) Brisbane - Enemy submarine activity off the Queensland coast
is widened by the sfi. nking of "CENTAUR” 24 miles E, by N, of 
Point Lockout (Str&dbroke Is ,)  at G400/l4 (see Kaval Incidents).

2. HORTH WESTERH AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 00/16 i

6 submarines on patrol,

fb) In Harbour?

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "MLCANNIA" "ML,315*
Merchant Vessels* "EURTAH" "TULAGI"

Millimgimbi - Warships & Aux. - "CABTLEMAINE"
Merchant Vessels* "CARVEL"

Merauke - Warships & Au k . - ’’WARREGO1’
Merchant Vessels: "STA3EN"

(c) Propo sed Movements t

"yffARREGO1* to proceed to Townsville about 17/5 and thsnce 
Brisbane for refit ETA 26/fe*

(il )  ENETIIY FORCES:

(1) NabIre - Photos taken while 5 Liberators were attacking Nabire 
at 0936/15 show no aircraft on the aerodrome but that the 
runway Is being oiled, A great quantity of stores, largely
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construction material, are visible on the beach, also 40 
motor vehicles.

(2) Kel Islands - The 3 Liberators, which attacked Nab ire, were 
intercepted over Langgoer at lllc /l5  by 3 Zero’s of which 
one was destroyed. Photos confirm observations that 10 
Zero’ s were on the strip and 3 or 4 taking off.

3 . SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/lo?

(1) "HEROK" departed Fremantle 0725/13 for Exmouth Gulf ETA
a.m. 16/5*

(2) "WHIPPOORWILL” en route Exmouth Gulf to Fremantle ETA 0800/17.

(b) In Harbour t

Fremantle - Warships &  Aux, - "VAN GALEN" "TROMP" "VAN HEEMSKERK
"tjIrt: eiddes" "hcrshak" "dubbo" "WALLAROO" " otus  
"CHILDS" YP.286 SC.739 "ISABEL"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - PRESTON" "PELIAS" "LARK"
"CHANTICLEER" SC. 751,

4» EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 120p/l6i

(1)

(3)

"HENLEY" "BALLARAT" "EYBRA* escorting "SPRIGHTLY" towing 
"ORMISTON" en route Coff's Harbour to Sydney,

(2} "BUNDABEHG" "KALGOORLIE" "M D R A "  "MORESBY" EL .428 ML,818
escorting Convoy CD94 (1? vessels including "BUNGAKEE"). 
ML.428 ML.bib to provide escort to Eden.

"CHEVREUIL" escorting Convoy VK9 ("PDLYEESIAN" "CAP ILLIAQUER"
"CAP TARIFERdeparted  Sydney 1147/15 for Noumea ETA 
a.m. & & /5.

(4) "GLADSTONE" departed Sydney 2143/14 for patrol thence Jervis Bay,
(5i "COLAC" "MILDURA" "TOWNSVILLE" PBINDIGO" escorting Convoy GP.51 

(11 MV) departed Sydney 0945/15 ETA Caloundra 08i50A&.
(6) "LI TRIOMPHANT" escorting "WILLIAS ELLERY CHAFING" from Newcastle

to Caloundra. "LE TRIOMPHANT" to retarn Sydney from 
Caloundra ETA Sydney 103©/L6.

( 7) "HELM" en route Cid Harbour to Sydney ETA 0700/l7.

(b ) In Harbour?

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "FREMANTLE" "BINGERA" "COOTAMUNDRA*
"DELORAIHE" " 3 . I.ALLEN" ML.813 "WANGAKELLA"(AE) 
"GOLDSTAR" "ALS3Y" "WARRNAMBOOL"

(Repairing) "AUSTRALIA" "NEPAL 1 "STUART" "BROOKS" "ALKENA"
"MANTJKDA* (Hospital Ship)

(On Reserve) "WESTRAEIA" "KANIMBLA"
Melbourne - Warships & a u x . - "ADELAIDE" "MANOORA" "ABRAHAM

CRIJNS3ER" "BOOMBA"
(Reritting) "QiriBERON"

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) IL LIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - THORNTON (AVD)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - LSANDER (CL) STRGNC-

NICHOLS FLETCHER WARD McCALLA
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CUFTISS TANGIER (AV) MACKINAC (AV?) HUNTER LIGGETT (AP)
MAN LEY (APD) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) ALCHIBA 
ALGORAB CELENO 4A;R> NEOSHO SABINE PLATTE TAPPAHANNOCK 
WHIPSTOCK (AC) CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN DIEGO SAN JUAN {CL) KILTY WOODWORTH JENKINS SMITH 
HOPKINS BUCHANAN FANNING CASE CRAVEN LAMSON (DD) 
PROMETHEUS (AR) WHITNEY (AD) ARGCNNE (AG) McCAWLEY (AP) 
MAJABA MERCURY TALAMANCA CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) 
TRYON (APH) PECOS PATUXEFE SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) 
KINGFISHER SHELDRAKE ADROIT (AM) PAWNEE (AT) HOLLY (YN) 
SC,518 S .31 (SS) ARB,2 KIWI MATAI TUI BrALS {A/S Vessel

(4) At Sava - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT] .
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (AP) SiM OA (AK)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMEST03S NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL

VIREO (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) ORTOLAN (ASR 
MENOMINEE (AT) STRATFORD (A?) PATHFINDER (AGS) ERSKIHE 
PHELPS (AO)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CBENARGO SANGAMON SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON 
WALLER PHILIP REN3HAW LANG WILSON CONY CONWAY (DD) 
BALLARD (AV) LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE NESCHES (AO) ROAMER 
PC,476 PC,479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(8 ) At Nandi - COPAHEB (ACV)
(9) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) PINCKNEY (AE) SCLACE (AH)

(10) At Wellington - TA'^LOR Me CALL (DD) TRACY (DM) MOUNT VlRKON 
CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

NAVAL INCIDENTS

Brisbane - Australian Array Hospital Ship "CENTAUR” (3,222 tons)
~ was' sunk at C400/l4, 24 miles east by north of Point Lookout 

( Stradbroke Is .)  after being hit by a torpedo, "CENTAUR” was 
en route Cairns (ETA 0700/17} from Sydney and had on board, 
it is believed:-

Crew 58
Medical Staff 38
Array Medical Unit 220

Total 326
One woman and fifty-four men have been picked up by 

"MUGFORD"; ;,HELM" together with aircraft is searching for 
further survivors.

First indication of any sinking came from an aircraft 
on A/s oatrol which saw smoke signals at 1340/15 and subsequently 
located life-boats and rafts, 1’MUGFORD” was directed to the 
scene and survivors picked up.

Preliminary reports from survivors indicate that one 
torpedo hit the ship which sank in about two minutes.

ENEMY'S PROBhBLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation north coast New Guinea and East
Indies including aircraft reinforcement,

(2) Sporadic air raids on allied forward operational bases
in S .W .P .A , and lines of communication.

(3) Increased activity in Northern Theatre,
(4) Intense submarine activity including transportation,and

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C ,
G, H, ̂  , S, ‘A , J1, A i
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MOST SECRET

DAILY NATAL SUMMARY 

PART II

ALLIED & EMMY ORDER OF BATTLE 

I ,  SOUTHWEST & SOUTH PACIFIC

15/5/43

ALLIED FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

ENEMY FORCES

Truk- Jalui t -Bi smarcks- 
Solomons

INDIANA 
MASSACHUSETTS 
m m  AND
COLORADO

KUSASEI
MUTSU
NAGATO
KONGO
HARUNA

SARATOGA

Z5JIHO

*  AUSTRALIA

HOBART
ADELAIDE

CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE

HONOLULU
HELENA
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SM  JUAN

CHOKAI 
KUMAHO 
3UZUYA 
TONE 
TIKUMA 

x iC DA

AGANO (po3S»Empire)
JINTSU
SENDAI
KATORI
ft SHIMA
KAGARA
ISUZU
KINU
KUMA

ARUNTA
VfARRAMUNGA 
IE TRIOMPHAS T
HELM Approx 40 Approx 30

HENLEY
3AGLEY
PERKINS
CONYNGHAM
MAHAN
STUART
VENDETTA

*  QUIBERON
*  NEPAL 

MUGFORD

*  Non-effective



Southwest Pacific Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-
(Easters Section) South Pacific Solomons

DRUM
GHEEEJTO
GUARDFISH

ALBA CORE
GATO
GRAYBACK
GROUPER
GROWLER
PETO
SCAM?
TUNA

K#9 At Sydney

S #31
At Brisbane

On Patrol

AV/OVS

XAV/XCVS

PT 25

l.T.ALIE S 
HAEX30RA 

*  WESTRALIA 
K- KJEIMBLA 
x BROOKS 

3ILM3R

AS or XAS PULTON

DQ3BINAD

AR RIGSL

^  AIRCRAFT <N,E* Area Only)

Fighters 
M/Ioratoers 
SE/Bombers 
Flying Beats 
Floatplanes 
Transport A/C

CURTISS
TANGIER

Approx 30

10 A PA 
13 APD 
6 AKA

DIXIE
WHITNEY

PROMETHEUS
VESTAL

Approx 30

CHITOSE 
A KIT SU SHI M A

5

?

3 or more 

?

2

238
138
40

6
51
23

k  nonfeffective



2 , CENTRAL PACIFIC
ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

BB

CV

XCV

ACV

x
x
X
X
X

OCA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

SS

AS/XAS

WASHINGTON 
NORTH CftH)LINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
PENNSYLVANIA 
WRVATik

WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENHSS3EE

VICTORIOUS
ENTERPRISE

LONG ISLAKD

NASSAU
ALTAMAEA
COPAEEE

LOUISVILLE 
SAN FRASCISCO 
WICHITA 
NEW 0RL2ANS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
MINKEAF OLIS 
PSNSAC'OIA 
PORTLiKD 
INDIA1TAPOLIS

RALEIGH
DETROIT

?

?

Approx.20 

Approx* 40 

?

YAMATO
ISE
FU30
YAMASHIRO
KYUGA

ZUIKAKC
SHOKAEU
HOSHO (Training Ship)

HA YA TAKA
KIT A M  
RYUHO

CHUYO
UBYO

AfAGO 
TAKAO 
HA GURO

A3UKUMA

KIS3HIN

2

Approx.24 

Approx.25

-t»y

CA

CL CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

^ X C L

XAV/XCVS

DD

SS

10

10

3 . NORTHERN PACIFIC

NACHI
1 unidentified

TAMA
KISO

2
1

9

ApproX* 15

x Non-effective -3-



4. EAST INDIES - INDIAN OCEAN 
ALLIED FORGES ' ENEMY FORCES

35 Hon-effectlve



C . 0 . I . e .

British —  M OST  SECRET 
u. s. — S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQU ARTERS 

SO U T H  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY N AVAL SUMMARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 420
Date:

17th May, 1943

P A R T  I.

A. SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1 . WORTH EASTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/17:

(1) "MUGFORD" escorting *W.B.ALLISON" departed Caloundra 16 24A 6 .
To escort to Percy Islands. "MUGFORD" to part company 
and proceed at Increased speed to Townsville ETA p.m.
18 /5 .

(2) "DRAYTON” "FLUSSER" "TALBOT" "BAGLEY" escorting "PRESIDENT JACKSON"
"PRESIDENT ADAMS" "PRESIDENT HAYES" to Townsville.

(3) "SWAN" escorting MB.4 ("VAN SWOLL" "HINTON R.HELPER") to Milne Bay
was to depart Port Moresby 1200/16 ETA Milne Bay 2000A 7 .

(4) "PC .1121" escorting "JAPARA" departed Milne Bay 0734/15 for Beli
Beli.

(5) "WHYALLA" "SHEPPART0N" "POLARIS" "STELLA" surveying.
(6) "SUUNER" "SC .745" "SC .749" surveying Deboyne Is . area.
(7) "ECHUCA" escorting "NUCULANA" departed Port Moresby 1720/14 for

Townsville was due 0600/17.
(8) "GLENELG" en route Townsville to Brisbane ETA 2300/17.
(9) "SiiNDS" "HUMPHRIES" escorting LST»s 446, 334, 390, 447, 448, 443

& 449 to Townsville ETA 0800/20.
(10) "ARUNTA" "KATOOMBA" escorting Convoy TN93 ("TAROOKA" "KEY PITMAN"

"CREMER") en route M ine  iiay ETA 1230/18.
(11) "KAPUMDA" escorting Convoy TN94 ("DUNTROON") from FItzroy Island

to Port Moresby ETA ISOOAS.
(12) "ML.814" departed Cairns 1515/15 in tow of "CARDROSS" for Darwin

via Thursday Island.
(13) "VENDETTA" escorting "BLUE JACKET" (routed through 28°08»S 168°22»E)

departed Caloundra 2035/16. "VENDETTA" to part company 
1600/17 and return Caloundra.

(14) "LITHGOW" escorting "ALUDRA" (routed tl»ugh 28°12*S 159°39*E) was
to depart Caloundra 0600/l7. "LITHGOW" to provide escort 
for 200 miles and return Brisbane.

(15) Task Unit 78 .5 .1  (YMS.10 YMS.47 YM3.48 YMS.70) was to depart
Brisbane 1200/17 for Cairns.

(16) 8 submarines on patrol.

1 (b ) In Harbour:

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. - "BOWEN"
Merchant Vessels: "THEDENS"

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "SC .750" "HILO" 15 PT»s
Merchant Vessels: "EMPIRE HAMBLE" "JOHN WHITTAKER" 
Small Craft ** Approx 50 

Port Moresby - Warships fe a u x . - "WARRAMUNGA" HDML.1074 HDML.1161
Merchant Vessels*
Small Craft - Approx 20

«• 1



Thursday Is . - Warships & Aux. -

Cairns

Cid Harbour

Townsville

- Warships & Aux.

- Warships & Aux.

- Warships & Aux.

Maryborough
Brisbane •GEELONG" "PULTON"

Y P .280 YMS.8 YMS.11

- War six ip a &  Aux. -
- Warships & Aux. - 

*P0YANG" (ASIS)
YMS.46 YMS.51 
SC.598 SC.740 
PC.1119 YDG.2 

"KURUMBA"
(Repairing, Trials etc.) - "GOULBURN" "GYffiPIE" "BICTCKIA"

"INVERELL" "LATROBE" "TULSA"
YMS.9 YMS.49 YMS.50 Y P .236 
12 PTs

"PLATYPUS" ML.426 ML.817 
2 PTs refitting 

"HOBART" "PERKINS" "COKYNGHAM" 
"BISHOPDAIE" "MERKUR"
"BROOME" bWA3GA" "BUNBURY" ML.427 
YP.291 SC.731 SC .732 SC*738 
SC.746 SC.747 "AASE MAERSK" 

"YUNNAN" (ASIS)
"PIRIE" "ROCKHAMPTON"
"GILMER"

YP.233
YMS.53 YMS.71 SC.648 
SC. 744 SC. 748 SC. 981 
ML.424 ML.425

YMS.52 
SC. 741
8 LSTs

i tV? (ii) 5NEMY FORCES

(1) Shortlands - 7 Avengers reported sighting 4 cargo vessels west
of Pupukuna Point 2145-2215/15. Hits were scored on one of 

these vessels described as of 3000 tons. The ship was leit 
on fire and explosions were observed. In the last reconnaiss­
ance of the base morning 14/5 two cargo vessels were sighted* 

At the same time two Portresses attacked Kahili 
aerodrome with unobserved results*

(2) Kolombangara - Many enemy troops engaged in a search for food
and investigating roads were reported at Vanga Vanga 15/5 .

(3) Kavieng - Poor photos 1105/16 reveal two vessels (probably 35 00
tons) and one*coaster in Kavieng Harbour.

A convoy described as comprising two light cruisers, 
six cargo vessels (all of 4000 tons) was sighted in Gazelle 
Channel (15 miles 3* of Kavieng) on course 115° at approx 
1100/l6 . Prom position and course this convoy would appear 
to be en route Rabaul.

(4) Wewak - A recce aircraft reported sighting two cargo vessels of 
— £T£000 tons in Wewak Hatbour at 1000/16. There was no

photographic confirmation.
Photos of aerodromes 1000/16 reveal - 2 fighters, 15 

light bombers at But and 15 fighters, 11 light bombers and 
indications of additional aircraft concealed under trees at
Dagua * _  .

(5) Lae - Thirty aircraft were sighted on Lae aerodrome at 0630/16. 
(6 J ITew Britain-New Guinea; Allied Interceptions 15/5 —  In allied

Interceptions of enemy aircraft in the Talasea - GaBmata - 
Solomon Sea areas four fighters were shot down and one bomber, 
one fighter damaged.

(7) Morobe - Enemy aircraft dropped‘eight bombs at the mouth of the 
— WarTa River 2045/14. No damage or casualties,

(8) China Strait - There was a further indication of an enemy
submarine in the China Strait area at 221o/l6»

2. FORTH WESTERN AREA

(I) &LIE-D FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 0 0 /l7 1

(1) "CASTLEMAINE" escorting "BARVEL" departed Milllmgimbl 1430/16
1 for Thursday Island ETA 1800/18,

(2) 6 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour;

Da-win - Warships & Aux. - "WILCANNIA" ML.815
Merchant Vessels: "BURWAH" "TULAGI"

Merauke — Warships & Aux. - "WARREGO"
Merchant Vessels: "STAGEN"



(II) EHEEY FORCES

(1) Merauke - 3 "bombers were over Merauke 1051 -1133/ I 6 but
dropped no bombs. They were intercepted by two Boomerangs 
at 1135/16,

3, SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/l7:

(1 } "EEROM" departed Fremantle 0725/lS for Exmouth Gulf ETA 
a.m, X6/5t

(2) "WHIPPOORWILL" en route Exaouth Gulf to Fremantle ETA 0800/17.
(3) "TRINITY" departed Fremantle 1840/15 for Bahrein ETA 9/6*

(b ) In Harbourt

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "VAN GALEN" "TROMP" "VAN HEEMSKERK
"TJ1RK HIDDES" "HORSHAM" "DUBBO" "WALLAROO"
"OTUS" "CHILDS" Y P .286 30*739 "ISABEL"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "W.B.PRESTON" "P3LIAS" "LARK"
"CHANTICLEER" SC,751

4 , EASTERN fc SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 32 00/l7t

(1) "MAHAN" escorting "CHARON" was to depart Caloundra 0500/17
for Sydney,

(2) "HELM" en route Cid Harbour to Sydney ETA 0700/l7.
(3) "BUNDA3SRG" "KALGOORLIE" " ’ZANDRA” "MORESBY" escorting Convoy

C094 (17 vessels including "BUNGARE3")*
(4) "CH2VREUIL,rT s  cor ting Convoy VK9 ("POLYNESIAN" "CAP ILLIAQUER"

"CAP TARIFA®1) departed Sydney 1147/15 for Noumea ETA
22/ 5#

(5) "ADELAIDE" departed Port Melbourne 1359/16 to RV with
"DOMINION M03ARCH* and escort to Fremantle,

(61 "H.T,ALLEN" departed Sydney 0903/16 for Brisbane,
(7) "COLAC" "MILDURA" "TOWNSVILLE" "BENDIGO" escorting Convoy GP51 

(11 vessels Including "RIGEL") departed Sydney 0945/15 
ETA Caloundra 083o/lS.

(b ) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships h Aux. - "LE TRIOMPHANT" "HENLEY"
"FREMANTLE" "BALLARAT" "BINGE3A" "GLADSTCNE" 
"COOJAMUHDRA" "KYBRA" "DELORAINE" ML.313 
"WANGANELLA" (AH) ''GOLDSTAR" "ALSEY"
" MARRRAMBOGL" 7 AFC 

(Repairing) "AUSTRALIA" "NEPAL"STUARI" "BROOKS" "ALHENA"
"MAHUNDA” (Hospital Slip)

(On Reserve) "WESTHALIA" "KANIMBLA"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "MANGORA" "ABRABAM CRIJNSSEN"

"DOOMBA"
(Refitting) "QUTBERON"

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

Goff’ s Harbour - An aircraft reported sighting a possible 
submarine 50 miles east of Goff’ s Harbour at 0150/17.

- 3 -



SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES 

X) At Vanlkoro - THORNTON (A7D)
2) At Espiritu Santo - LEAHDER (CL) STRONG 0 sBANNOB RADFORD MAURY

NICHOLS FIB TC HEP: WARD MeCALLA CHEVALIER (DD) TREVOR (DM) 
CURTISS TANGIER (AV) MACKINAC (AVP) HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) 
MANLEY (APD) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL {AR) ALCHIBA 
ALGGRAB GELENG (AK) NEOSHO SABINE PLATTS TAPPAHANNOCK 
WHIP STOCK (AO) CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV)
SAN DIEGO SAN JUAN (CL) EILTY WOODWORTH JENKINS SMITH 
HOPKINS BUCHANAN FANNING- CASE CRAVEN LA MS ON (DD) 
PROMETHEUS (AR) WHITNEY (AD) ARGONNE (A3) BfeCAWLEY (AP) 
MAJABA MERCURY T6LAMANCA CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) 
TRYON(APH) PZCCS PATUXENT SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO)
KINGFISHER SHELDRAKE ADROIT (AM} PAWN3S (AT) HOLLY (YN)
SC *518 S. 31 (SS) ARB* 2 KIWI MATA I TUI GAL3 (A/S Vessel

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (AP) SAMOA (AK)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL

VIREO (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) W4MMBR (YT) ORTOLAN (ASR) 
MENOMINEE (AT) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS) ERSEINE 
PHELPS (AO)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BE) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGC SANGAMON SUWANHEE (ACV) EATON 
WAIL3R PHILIP RENSHAW LAN© WILSON CONY CONWAY (DD) 
BALLARD (AV) LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE ME SC HE S (AO) ROAMER 
PC ,47S PC.479 RAPPAHANNOCK {AOG)

(8) At Nandi - COPAHEE (AGV)
(9) At Auckland - EBONY (YS) PINCKNEY (AX) SOLACE (AE)

(10) At Wellington - TAYLOR McCALL (DD) TRACY (DM) MOUNT VERNON 
CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

NAVAL INCIDENTS; ■" samacaatmmmmmmtmmsm

Suva Area - "WILLIAM K .VANDERBILT" reported having been 
torpedoed 185 miles seat by south of Suva at 1624/16*

There are continued indications of enemy submarines 
in the Fill - Tonga area.

( 1 )

( 2 )

(3)
(4)

JUJL X IX * v  4 . w u  \ j  •  w  *  j. •  w  •

EKEMjf'S PROBABLE NEXT MOTE

Strong consolidation north coast New Guinea and East 
Indies including aircraft reinforcement*

Sporadic air raids on allied forward operational bases 
in S *l .P .A . and lines of eommunication.

Increased activity in Northern Theatre,
Intense sub-sarine activity including transportation and 

offensive operations in all theatres*
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MOST SECRET

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART I I  

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE

X* SOUTHWEST & SOOTH PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES

16/5/43

ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific
Truk-JaL uit-Bismarcks- 

Solomons

BB

CV

m

ACV

w

CA

CL

DD
:■

*  AUSTRALIA

INDIANA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

SAHAT03A

CHEKANGD
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE

HOBART HONOLULU
ADELAIDE HELEMA

ST.LOUIS 
NASHVILLE 
COLUMBIA 
CLEVELAND 
MONTPELLIER 

' DENVER ;
SAN DIEGO 
SAN JUAN

ARTJHTA
WARRAMUNGA 
LE TRIOMPHANT
HELM Approx 40
HENLEY
baglsy

• PERKINS.
CONYNGHAM 
MAHAN 
STUART 
VENDETTA 

X  QUIBERON 
a NEJAL 

MUGFORD
n Non-effective

MUSASHI
MUTSH
NAGATO
KONGO
HARUNA

SUIHO

CHOKAI 
KUMANO 
SUZUYA 
TONE 
TIKUMA 

x AOBA

AGANO (poss.Empire )
JINTSU
SENDAI
KATORI
KASHIMA
HAGARA
ISUZU
UNU
KUMA

Approx 30



#■'W.

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific
U

Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-
Solomons

SS DRUM )
—  GFJEENLING ) At 
W  GUARDPISH )

S .31 
Brisbane

Approx 30

ALBACORE )
GATO )
GRAZ BACK J 
GROUPER ) 
GROWLER ) On 
P3T0 ) 
SCAMP )
TUNA )

Patrol

K*9 At Sydney

AV/CVS CURTISS
TANGIER

CEITOSE
AKITSUSHIHA

y^jHv/xCVS 3 5

^  25

APA/APD/AKA H.T.ALLEN 
MANOOKA

* WESTRALIA
*  XANIMELA
*  BROOKS 

GILMER

Approx 30 ?

10 APA 
13 APD 
6 AHA

AS or XAS PULTON 3 or more

AD DOBBIN DIXIE
WHITNEY

•?

AR RIGEL PROMETHEUS
VESTAL

2

AIRCRAFT (N.E.Area Only)

F ilte r s  
^fcpojibers 
Das/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport A/C

236
137
40
6

51
23

y

*  Non-effective

•

- 2 -



2. CENTRAL PACIFIC

ALLIED FORGES ENEMY FORCES

BB

fcV

xcv

ACV

OCA

CL

XCL

AV/ CVS 

XAV/XCVS

WASHINGTON 
NORTH CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
PENNSYLVANIA 
HEV ADA
AE3T VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

VICTORIOUS
ENTERPRISE

LONG I3LAUD

NASSAU 
AL TAMARA 
COPAHEE

LOUISVILLE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA 
NEW ORLEANS 

x SALT LAKE CITY
*  MINNEAPOLIS 
x PENSACOLA
*  PORTLAND
*  INDIANAPOLIS

HAL El OH
DETROIT

?

Approx 20 

Approx 40

YAMAT0
ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
KYUGA

ZUIKAKIJ
SHGEAKU
HOSHO (Training Ship)

HAYATAKA
HITAKA
EYTJHO

CHUYO
UNTO

ATAGO
TAKAO
HA3UR0

ABUKTJMA

4

NISSHIN

2
Approx 24 

Approx 25

CA

CL

XCL

XAV/XCVS

DD

SS

NORTHERN PACIFIC

CONCORD 
TEESTON 
RICHMOND

10

10

ftACHI
1 unidentified

TAMA
EISO

2

1

9

Approx 15

x Non-effective



4. EAST INDIES - INDIAN OCEAN

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
(Western Section) Eastern Fleet Area

BB

CV

ACT

CA

CL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

SS

AS or XAS

CHILDS
HERON
if.B.mESTON

TJEiiX HIDDES
VAN GALEN

GAR )
GRENADIER )
GUDGEON )
TAMBOR )
TATJTOG )
THRESHER )

East Indies-phiXippines

VAN HEEMSKERK
TROMP

WARSPITS
RESOLUTION
RK7EEGE

^ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX 
x HAWKINS 
x FROBISHER

MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA 
KENYA 
C SIRES 
DAUNTLESS 
CAPETOWN 
DURBAN 
C ARAL 00

/  A LA TIN IA
CARTHAGE
CBITRAL
RANPURA
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

ALBATROSS

Approx 27

On Patrol

K* 12
TROUT

GRAYLING

PELIAS

At Exmoutit Qulf 

At Fremantle 

?

AIRCRAFT (N.W.Area Only)

Fighters 
M/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 

^(Jf ana port a/ c

No recent intelligence. 
Present location uncertain.

OTAKA

ASHIGARA

KASHII
01
KIT AG-AM I

KAMO I 
*  NOTORO

1

12

10

146
125

12
35
35

*  Non-effective



C . O . T . C .

British —  M O ST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL H EADQU AR TERS  

SOU TH  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY N AVAL SUMMARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 421 Date: 18th May, 1943

P A R T  I.

• SOUTH V5E5T PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(1)

(2
(3

(4

f 5(6
(7
(8

(9
(10

(11

(12

(13)

( 14 )
(15)

(16)

(17)

(18)

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At 3ea to 12Qo/l8t

"MUGFORD" escorting "W.B.ALLISON" departed Caloundra 1624/16*
To escort to Percy Islands. "MUGFORD" to part company

■ and proceed at increased speed to Townsville ETA p.m.
18 /5 .

"WARRAMUNGA" escorting "ASPASIA NOMIKOS" to Cairns was due 1200/18.
"PC.1121" escorting "JAPARA" departed Milne Bay 0734/15 for Beli 

Beli.
"WHYALLA" "SHEPPARTON" "POLARIS” "STELLA" surveying.
"SUMNER" "S C .745" "SC .749" surveying Deboyne Is. area.
"ECRUCA" was to depart Townsville 0200/18. "BUNBURY" was to

depart Townsville 0600/18 to carry out local A/S searches.
"GIENELG" en route Townsville to Brisbane ETA 2300/17.
"SANDS" "HUMPHREYS" escorting r*ST»s 334, 390, 443, 446, 447, 448 

449 from Espiritu Santo to Townsville ETA 0800/20.
"LITHGCM" returning Brisbane after escort duty with "ALUDRA".
"ARUNTA" "KATOOMBA escorting Convoy TN93 ("TAROONA" "KEY PITMAN" 

"CREMER") en route Milne Bay ETA 1230/18.
"KAPUNDA" escorting Convoy TN94 ("DUNTROON") from Fitzroy Island 

to Port Moresby ETA l800/l8 .
"KATOOMBA" " JC.731" "SC .732" "SC .746" "YP.291" escorting Convoy 

TN95 ("AROONA" "CITY OF FORT WORTH" for Port Moresby; 
■"aIBu i " "ARTHUR RIGGS" for Milne Bay) departed Townsville 
0755/17. Convoy to split at position H U S O ’ S 147°55,E 
ETA 2100/19. SC.731 SC.732 to escort Port Moresby 
section ETA 1600/20. "KATOOMBA" SC.746 YP.291 to 
escort Milne Bay section ETA 1400/20*

KL.814 departed Cairns I5l5 /t5  in tow of "CARDROSS" for Darwin 
via Thursday Island.

"BROOME" escorting "DEIMOS" towards Noumea.
Task Unit 78 .5 .1  (YMS.10 YMS.47 YMS.48 YMS.70) was to depart 

Brisbane 162l/l7 for Cairns.
"VENDETTA" "GEELONG" SC.748 ML.424 escorting Convoy BT60 (5 W )  

were to depart caloundra 1000/l8 . ML.124 to be detached 
at Lady Elliot Island. "VENDETTA" to leave convoy off 
Bustard Head and both to return Brisbane. "GEELONG**
SC.748 to leave convoy at Percy Islands and return 
Brisbane.

"GASTLEMAINE** escorting "DARVEL" departed Millimgimbi 1430/16 
for Thursday Island was due 1800/18.

8 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour 1

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "BOWEN" SC.750 "HILO" 15 PT*s
Merchant Vessels: "VAN StfOLL" "HINTON R.HELPER"

"EMPIRE"HAMBLE" "JOHN WHITTAKER"
•  1 •



Milne Bay

Port Moresby 

Thursday Is .

Cairns

Cid Harbour

Townsville

- Merchant Vessels (Contd.)
"TEE DEN 3 

Small Craft
- Warships & Aux.

Small Craft
- Warships & Aux.

Maryborough
Brisbane

(Repairing,

- Approx 50
HDML.1074 HDML.1161 
Approx 20

"INVERELL" "LATROBE" "TULSA" 
YMS.9 YMS.49 Y1SS.50 YP.236
12 PTs

"PLATYPUS" ML.426 ML,817
2 PTs refitting 

"HOBART" "PERKINS" "MSRKUK" " 
"AASE MAERSK"
"DRAYTON" "FEUBSER" "BAGLEY" 
"TALBOT" "WAGGA" ML.427 SC.738 
SG.747 "YUNNAN" (ASIS)

"PRES.ADAMS" "PRES.JACKSON"
"PRES.HAYES" "BISHOPDALE"
" p i r i e " " roc&hamtpon"
"GILMER" "PULTON* "POYANG" (ASIS) 
YMS.8 n iS .ll YMS.46 YMS.51 
YMS.71 SC*648 SC.698 3C*740 
SC.981 PC.1119 YDG,2 8 LSTs 

15L.425 "KURUMBA"
■Strials etc.) - "GOULBURN" "GYMPIE" "VICTORIA"

- Warships & Aux.

- Warships &  Aux,

- Warships & Aux,

- Warships & Aux. - 
--Warships & Aux. - 

YP. 253 YP, 280 
▼MS.52 YMS.53 
SC, 741 SC. 744

(c) Proposed Movemenbs

(1) "ECHUCA" escorting Convoy TS32 ("NUCULANA" "MATTHEW FLINDERS") 
was to depart Townsville 1600/18 for Brisbane ETA 
1900/21,

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Shertlands - Reconnaissance 17/5 reported eleven vessels
including one large, seven small cargo vessels and three 
corvettes. This represents a marked increase in shipping 
in this area, as the previous reconnaissance night 15/5 
reported only four merchant vessels,

(2) Bougainville Is , - An observer’ s report 1830/16 states that
there was some movement cf enemy shipping from Buka Passage, 
Baniu, Tinputz and Teop southward probably moving stores.
There is also an unconfirmed report that the enemy is con­
structing a road from Buka Passage to Tinputz. There have 
been continued reports of enemy activity in this North 
Eastern corner of Bcugainville. The construction of such a 
road would enable supplies to be unloaded at Buka Passage 
and carried overland to the Japanese garrison in the Tinputz 
area,

(3) Kolombangara - A small cargo_vessel passed Gatere (10 miles
WT^TTWToT Vila) course 315° at 2130/16,

(4) Rekata Bay - 13 Dauntless, 4 Aircobrajs covered by 16 Wildcats
bombed and strafed Rekata Bay 0850/17 hitting A .A . positions 
and bivouac areas.

(5) Kavleng - Poor photos 1050/17 reveal tvso possible merchant
— vessels of 800 and 1500 tons In Ka„Ieng Harbour* The visual 

report covered three vessels including two merchantmen and 
one submarine or gunboat,

(6) New Hanover Area - One submarine chaser and one unidentified
vessel were observed 40 miles S. IV. of Mussau Island course 
340° at 0400/16, Reconnaissance sighted 4 destroyers appro*
8 miles W. of Cape Matanalem heading towards Kavieng 1125/17, 
The destroyers later changed formation and took a more 
northerly course.

(7) Rabat 1 - The "usual shipping" was sighted in the Harbour at 
— I5cTo/l7. Photos revealed 70 fighters, 20 light bombers, one

medium bomber at Lakunai and one flying boat In Sulphur Creek.
(8) Gasmata - a vessel described^as a destroyer was sigated/ 22 miles

south of Gasmata course 90° at approx midnight 17-18/5, The 
position of the sighting would Indicate that the vessel had 
been engaged in ferrying supplies to the enemy forward bases 
in New Guinea, probably Lae. If  so, it is possible that the 
unit sighted was a submarine as position and time of sighting

- 2



indicate that the vessel would have been present at its 
destination during daylight, which would appear to be an 
unlikely course of action*

(9) Gasmata Air Attacks - Further attacks were made on Gasmata 
aerodrome j.7/5 when one Fortress attacked during the 
morning, 6 B*25's at noon^-and one Fortress in the afternoon* 
Photos after the B*25 attacked indicated that the strip was 
unserviceable. The B.17 in the afternoon attack destroyed 
one grounded medium bomber, and reported sighting three medium 
bombers and six to nine fighters on tb© aerodrome. All of 
these may be unserviceable*

(10) Cape Gloucester - Photos 105qA 7 reveal continuation of clearing
work, and construction of A.A. positions on the new aerodrome 
which is still unserviceable. Tha old runway is serviceable*

(11) Wewak - Photos morning 17/5 reveal one s.erchant vessel (1000 tons)
one coaster and the usual large number of barges in Wewak 
Harbour* One small cargo vessel was sighted between Muschu 
Island end Wewak on course 330°.

Photos also reveal 31 fighters on Wewak aerodrome and
16 light bombers, 5 dive bombers and 21 fighters at Dagua*

(12) Wau - A preliminary report spates that 22 enemy bombers escorted
ETy 21 fighters attacked Wau eatfiy afternoon. Only slight 
damage was caused and tha serviceability of the runway was not 
affected*

(13) Trobriands - Enemy aircraft were sighted over the Losula area
morningand noon 15/5*

(14) Cairns - ”KAPlTNDAn reported indications of the presence of
possible mines 20 miles E .N .E . of Cairns at 1750/16* At 
1945/16 ML*426 sighted a long low object 2$ miles N .E . of 
Fitzroy Island travelling 3.E* at high speed. There were 
further indications of an unidentified unit in the vicinity 
of Fitzroy Island at approx 0400/17* Between 8 /5  and 15/5 
there have been Intermittent Indications of the presence of 
unidentified units, described as "surface units” in this 
vicinity. Patrols 9-10/5 were negative*

N .C .I.C* Cairns considers that these reports indicate 
enemy submarine activity in this area*

(15) Soloraona Aircraft - Photos 0955/17 reveal -
Kahili tf coverage) - 12 fighters, 2 dive bombers 
Ballale - 3 fighters, 9 medium bombers
F&isi - 15 floatplanes, 1 flying boat
Munda }
Vila ) no optative aircr-aft

• * « • NORTH WESTERH AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 120p/l8;

(1) "GASTLEMAINE” escorting f,BAKVEL" departed Millimgimbi 1430/16
for Thursday Island ETA 1800/l3.

(2) 5 submarines on patrol.

(b} In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux,- - ’’WILCASNIA*' ML*815
Merchant Vessels * "BURWAH" "TULAGI"

Merauke - Warships k Aux. - "WARRE^O"
Merchant Vessels? "oTAGStf"

<11) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Merauke - 3 enemy aircraft bombed and strafed ffiappi Point 13/5*
Ho further details are to hand.

(2) Portuguese Timor - It was reported 17/5 that the Japanese had
arrived at Barique (20 miles ¥, by N. of Vlqueque) with the 
intention of attacking areas in the Eilor River district*
Three Hudsons and two B .25fs attacked Barique 1359/17*

(3) Lan.ggoer - B Beaufighters strafed the aerodrome 0603/17 destroying
three Zero's in blast pens.
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(a? At Sea to I200A a i

(X) "ISABEL” departed Fremantle 11X6/17 for ixmouth Gulf ETA
■ .a*®, ' lft/S*

(2) "SC .739” departed Fremantle 1218/18 for Exmouth Gulf ETA 
■. 19/5* •

(b ) In Harbours

■ - . . ' ’ :: ■. . i."t X , - ■ ■ : \ '
Premantle - Warships & Aux. - ’VAN GALEN” hTROMPm "VAN HE3MSKERK

”TJERK HIDDES" "HORSHAM " "WJBBO" "WALLAROO" 
‘’WHIPPOORWILL" "OTUS” "CHILDS* YP.286 

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux, - "W. 3. PRESTON" *PELIA3R ’’HERON"
'’LARK” "SHAJJTICLESR1* 3C*751

3 * SOUTH 13STSRaT AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

4, EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

{ i ) ALLIED FORCES 

(®) At Sea to 1200/18 1

(1) "MAHAN9 escorting ’CHARON” departed Caloundra 0104/17 for* 
Sydney ETA 1800/lS.

(2) "COLAC* "TOWNSVILLE" "MILDURA’’ ”BENDIGO* escorting Convoy GP51 
(11 vessels including "RIGEL” ) were due Caloundra a,bi. 
18 /5 , On arrival "COLAC* ’̂ TOWNF/ILLE3 "MILDURA" 
"BENDIGO" escorting Convoy ffigl. ( 6 -M7) were to depart 
Caloundra for Newcastle and S7J"-“’T

(3) ’’BUNDABERG* "KAIGOORLIE” "lANDRA” ’’MORESBY" esoorting Convoy
C094 (17 vessels including " BUNGAREE" ) ,

(4) "ADELAIDE1* departed Port Melbourne 1559/16 to RV with “DOMINION
MONARCH* and escort zo Fremantle,

(5) "H.T,ALLEN" departed Sydney 0903/16 for Brisbane ETA lOOOAs.

(b) In Harbour?

Sidney - Warships & Aux. - "LB TRIOMPHANT* "HENLBY1* ;'E2LM"
"FREMANTLE H '’BALLARAT'’ "BINGERA”
’’COOTAMUNDRA" HKYBRA1 ’’DELORAINE" ML. 813 
"iffANGANBLLA11 (AH} '’GOLDSTAR" "ALSEY" 
"’WARRNAMBOOS " 7 A PC 

(Repairing) '’AUSTRALIA* ’’NEPAL*  ̂STUART" "BROOKS'* "ALEENA"
,'MANUl©A'f (Hoaite.1 Ship)

(On Reserve) ’’WESTRALIA* "KANIM3LA*
Jervis Bay - Worships & Aux, - "GLADSTONE”
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "MASOORA” "ABRAHAM CRIJNSSEN”

”D00MBA"
(Refitting) "QUIBEROH**

B. SOUTH PACIPIC AREA

il) ALLIED F0BCE3

{1} At Variikoro - THORNTON (AVDj
(2) At Espiritu Santo - LEANDER (CL) STRONG O’BANNON RADFORD MAURY 

NICHOLS FLETCHER WARD McCALLA CHEVALIER (DD) TREVOR(DM) 
CURTISS TANGIER (AV) MACKINAC (AVP) HUNTER LIGGETT (A?) 
MANLEY (APD) DIXIE (AD) PYRO (AE) VESTAL (AR) ALCHI3A 
AL30RA3 33LEN0 (AK) NEOSHO SABINE PLATTE TAPPABAMOCK 
WHIPSTOCE (AO) CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN)

{3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS (BB) SARATOGA (CV) 
SAN DIEGO SAN JUAN (CL) KIL.TY WOODWORTH JENKINS SMITH 
HOPKINS BUCHANAN FANNING CASE CRAVEN LAMSON (DD) 
PROMETHEUS (AR) WHITNEY (AD) ARGONNE (AG) McCAWEEY (AP) 
MAJABA MERCURY TALAMANCA CASTOR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS [APD)
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TKY03T (APH) PECOS PATUXENT SUAMICO CIMARRON (AO) 
KINGFISHER SHELDRAKE ADROIT (AM) PAW SEE (AT) HOLLY (YN)
SC.518 S .21 (SS) ARB.2 KIWI MATAI TUI GALE (A/S Vessels

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT) #
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (A?) SAMOA (AK)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN N3DARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL

VIREO (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WAMDABK (YT) ORTOLAN (ASR) 
MENOMINEE (AT) STRATFORD (A?) PATHFINDER (AGS) ER3KINE 
PULPS (AC)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHEN AN 3D SANGAMON SUWANNEE (ACV) BATON 
WALL3R m  PHILIP REN SHAW LANG WILSON CONY CONWAY (D£) 
BALLARD (AV1 LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE NE3CEES (AO) ROAMSR 
PC,475 PG• 479 RAPPAHANNOCK (ACG)

(8) At Nandi - OOPAHEB (ACV)
(9) At Auckland - EBOHT (YN) PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE {AH)

(10) At Wellington - TAYLOR McCALL (DD) TRACY (DM) MOUNT VERNON 
CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

(ii )  IffEMY FORCES

(1) Flli-Samoa Area - Enemy Submarine Activity —  Tanker "STOREY"
— was"'torpedoed..^40 miles west or Vifci Jbevu at 0340/18 (see

Naval Incidents),
There have been continued indications of enemy 

submarinas In this area and there are probaoly at least 3 
submarines operating in a wide arc south of Fiji - 18 to 
20 S and 176°E to 1 7 8 % .  In addition another one is 
posslblv indicated in the area S,E* of Samoa - in the 
vldnity of 17O30*E 170°W* .

(2) New c&lecb naa - Chesterfield a&ef Araa - At 2017/17 there
were indications of an enemy submarine within 100 miles of 
position 19°S 160°E.

NAVAL INCIDENTS

(1) Suva - "H.M.STORE!" (U.S. Tanker - 10,800 tons), proceeding
From South Pacific Area to U .S .A . reported being torpedoed 
at 0340/l8 in position 17°5C*S 173°02*E (240 miles west of 
Vitl Levu). No further detail is available,

(2) Perth Area - "’WHIPPOORWILL" reported strong asdic contact at 
— 134b/TT’ir position 30°37*S 114°30»E (approx 114 miles N.W.

by N. of Perth). Six depth charges were dropped with no 
evidence to show results and contact was lost.

ENEMY'S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation north coast New Guinea and
last- Indies including aircraft reinforcement,

(2) Sporadic air raids on allied forward operational bases
in S.W. P.A, and lines of coanounication.

(3) Increased activity In Northern Theatre.
(4) Intense submarine activity Including transportation and

offensive operations in all theatres*

18/5/43



MOST SECRET

17/5/43

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART II 

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE

1, SOUTHWEST & SOUTH PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific
Truk-Jaluit-Blamarcks ■ 

Solomons

INDIANA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

MUSASHI
MUISU
NA3AT0
KONGO
HARim

SARATOGA

ZUIHO

x AUSTRALIA

HOBART
ADELAIDE

CEENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE

HONOLULU
HELENA
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CIEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN

CHOEAI 
KjMANO 
SUZITYA 
TONE 
TIKU-uA 

x ACBA

AGJSfO (poss* aapire)
JINTSU
SENDAI
EATORI
KASEIMA
NAGARA
ISTJZU
EIHU
KUMA

ARUNTA 
WARRM UNGA 
13 TRIOMPHANT
HELM Approx 40
HEM LEY
BAGLEY
POTINS
CONYNGHAM
MAEAN
STUART
VENDETTA
QUIBSRON
NEPAL*
MUGFOKD

x Non-effective

Approx 30



Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks- 
Solomons

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

PT

AS or XAS

AD

AR

DRUM
GREENLING
GUARBFISH

ALBAGOHE
GATO
GRAYBACK
GROUPER
GROWLER
PETO
SCAMP
TUNA

K,9 At Sydney

S .31 
At Brisbane

Approx 30

On Patrol

25

H.T,ALLEN 
MAKOORA 

x AUSTRALIA
*  M S B S L A
*  BROOKS 

GILMER

FULTON

DOBBIN

RIGEL

AIRCRAFT (N.E.Area Only)

• 5
ighters 

M/Bombers 
SE/Bcmbers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport A/G

CURTISS
TANGIER

Approx 30

10 APA
13 AFD 
6 AKA

DIXIE
WHITNEY

PROMETHEUS 
VESTAL -

CHITOSE 
A KITSUSHIMA

5

?

3 or more 

?

249
146
40

6
51
23

x Non-eff active
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* 2. CENTRAL PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES EHBMY FORCES

BB

•

WASHINGTON X 
NORTH CARD LINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA
WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNBS3EE

YAMATO
ISE
FTJSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA

CV VICTORIOUS
ENTERPRISE

ZUIEAXU
SJTOKAKU
H03E0 (Training Ship)

xcv LONG ISLAND HAYATAKA
HIT AKA 
RYUHO

ACV NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAHEE

CHT7Y0
LTsYO

LOUISVILLE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA 
NEW ORLEANS

*  SAL? LAKE CITY
*  MINNEAPOLIS
*  PENSACOLA 
36 PORTLAND
3* INDIANAPOLIS

ATAGO
TAKAO
HAGURO

OCA - 3

CL RALEIGH
DETROIT

ABUKUMA

XCL • 4

AV/CVS ? NIS3EIN

XAV/XCVS ? 2

DD Approx 20 Approx 24

SS Approx 40 Approx 25

^^JkS/XAS f 2

3 , NORTHERN PACIFIC

CA - NACHI
1 unidentified

CL CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

TAMA
KISO

XCL - 2

XAV/XCVS - I

ftS

10

10

9

Approx 15

*  Non-effective
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4 . EAST IKDIB3 = INDIAN OCEAN

ALLIED FORGES ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
(Western Section)

Eastern Fleet Area East Indies-Philippines

BB

cv

ACV

CA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

SS

AS or XAS

VAN HEEMSKERK 
TROMF

CHILDS
HER OK
W.B.PRESTON

TJERK HIDDES 
VAN GALEN

GAR
GRENADIER
TAMBOR
TAUTOG
THRESHER

SfARSPITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

4  ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX 
x EAW5INS 
x FR03ISHER

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
KENYA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
CARADOC

AW-UNIA
CARTHAGE
CHITRAL
RAHfURA
RAHCKI
WORCESTERSHIRE

ALBATROSS

Approx 27

On Patrol

K. 12
TROUT

GRAYLING

PELIAS

At ExmoUfth Gulf

At Fremantle

AIRCRAFT (N.W.Area Only)

Fighters 
M/fiombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport a/ c

4  No recent intelligence*
Present location uncertain*

OTAKA

ASHIGARA

KASHII
01
KITAGAMI 

x NATORI

KAMO I 
x NOTORO

1

12

10

146
125

12
35
35

x Non-effective
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British —  M OST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

No.

GENERAL HEADQU ARTERS 

SOU TH  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY N AVAL SUMMARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

422 Date: 19th May, 1943

P A R T  I.

A. SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1* NORTH EASTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 00/198

(1) "MUGFORD* "BAGLEY" ’’TALBOT” escorting "PRESIDENT JACKSON”
"PRESIDENT ADAMS” ”PRESIDENT HAYES” departed Townsville 
2106/18 for Noumea.

(2) "PC .1121” escorting ”JAPARA" departed Milne Bay 0734/15 for
Bell Bell,

(3) "fRYALLA" "SHEPPARTON" ’’POLARIS” "STELLA” surveying.
(4) "SUMNER” ”SC*745" "SC.749" surveying Deboyne Is . area.
(5) ”X  .750” escorting "JOHN WHITTAKER" departei^ilne Bay 1324/18

for Port Moresby ETA 1300/l9.
(6) "SlVAN” escorting "BOTH” departed Port Moresby 1403/18 for

Thursday Island ETA 0300/20*
(7) "INVERELL" escorting "ALAGNA” "CARDROSS" ”ML*814” ”SIBIG0”

ASR Launch ”T0NGA" was to depart Thursday Island 
0100/19 for Darwin ETA 2230/22,

(8) ”ECHUCA" was to depart Townsville 0200/18, "BUNBURY" was to
depart Townsville 0600/18 both to carry out local 
a / s  searches.

(9) "GLENELG” en route Townsville to Brisbane was due 2300A ’7.
(10) "SANDS" "HUMPHR1S® f escorting LST*s 334, 390, 446, 447, 448, 449 

from Espiritu Santo to Townsville ETA 0800/20.
(11) "KATOOMBA” "SC .731” ”SC.732” ”30.746” ”YP.291” escorting Convoy 

TN95 ("AROONA" "CITY OF FORT WORTH" for Port Moresby; 
■"AnHUl" "ARTHUR RIGGS” for Milne Bay) departed Townsville 
0755/17. Convoy to split at position 11°50*S 147°55»E 
ETA 2100/19. SC*731 SC*732 to escort Port Moresby 
section ETA 1600/20, ”KATOOMBA” SC.746 YP.291 to 
escort Milne Bay section ETA 1400/20*

(12) "BROOME" escorting "DEBSOS" departed Townsville 16 04/17. To provide 
escort to position 24D32*S 157°E ETA 1400/20. "DEBiOS” to 
proceed Noumea ETA 0600/22. "BROOME" to proceed Caloundra 
ETA 1700/21.

(13) Task Unit 78 .5 .1  (YMS.lO YMS.47 YMS.48 YMS.70) was to depart 
Brisbane 1621/l 7  for Cairns.

(14) "VENDETTA” "GEELONG” "ML.424" "SC .748" escorting Convoy BT60 
(YDG.2 "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" "GIANG A M " "SARPEN "VAN DEN 
BOSCH” ”Wm.MEREDITH” ) departed Caloundra 1220/18 for 
Townsville ETA 0930/22. ML.424 to be detached at Lady 
Elliot Island. "VENDETTA” to leave convoy off Bustard 
Head and both to return Brisbane* "GEELONG" "SC .748" to 
leave convoy at Percy Islands and return Brisbane*

(15) 9 submarines on patrol.

1



(16) MPIRIE" 30 . 648 SC.698 SC.741 ML.425 carrying out a/ 3 
search Moreton Bay area.

(b) In Harbour;

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - 

Merchant ’/easels ;

Port Moresby -

Thursday Is,

Snail Graft 
Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels;

Small Graft 
Warships & Aux. -

Cairns

Cid Harbour

Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane

(Repairing,

"ARUNTA" "BOWEN* "SC.73B"
"HILO" 15 PT 1 s 
"VAN SiffOLL" "HIKTQN R. HELPER" 
"EMPIRE HAMBLE" "THEDENS*
"CHEMER" "KEY PITMAN"
Approx 50

"KAPUNDA " HDML.1074 M L .  1161 
"DUNTROON" "HENRY D.TBOREAU"
"VAN HE UTSS'1 "E .R .S H i "
Approx 20

"CASTLEMAIME" "LAIR0BQE" "TULSA" 
YMS.9 YMS.49 YsfiS.50 Y?.'236 
12 FT 3

"PLUSSER" "PLATYPUS" ML.426 
ML.817 2 PTs refitting 

"HOBART” "PERKINS" "WAHRAMUNGA" 
"MERKUR” "aASB MAERSK"
"DRAYTON" "WAGGA" ML.427 SC.747 
"YUNNAN’’ (ASIS) "BISEOPDALE" 
"ROCKHAMPTON"

______________  "GILMER" "LITHGOW" "FULTON"
"RIGEL" "H.T.ALLEN" "PDYAN3" (ASIS) Y?,233 
YP. 280 YMS.8 YlfS.il YMS. 46 YMS ,51 YMS.52 
YMS. 53 YMS. 71 SC, 740 SC. 744 SC. 981 
PC .1119 YDG. 2 8 LSTa "KURUMBA"

Trials etc.) - "GOULBURN" nGYHPIE" "VICTORIA"

-- Warships & Aux.

- Warships & Aux.

- Warships -St Aux.

- Warships &  Aux.
- Warships & Aux.

(c) Proposed Movements;

(1) "KAPUNDA" escorting Convoy NT13 ("DUNTROCN" "HENRY D.THCREAU" 
for Townsville) to depart Port Moresby 1500/19. To 
disperse at Fitzroy Island ETA Townsville "DUNTROON" 
2200/21, "KAFUKDA" escorting "HSNRJ D.THOBEAV" 0330/22.

(ii) EKE&Y FORCES

(1) Buka Passage - A destroyer and a small carg:> vessel were
reported unloading at Buka Passage 1428/IB.

(2) Guadalcanal - A possible submerged enemy submarine was sighted
70 miles S.W. of Cane Hunter on course 40° at 1150/18.

(3) New Hanover - Photos taken by a Liberator 1300/l8 reveal a convoy
comprising two submarine chasers and 3 merchant vessels (one of 
3000 and two of 2500 tons) 45 miles \«. by N. cf Cape *-atanalem 
course 110° speed 10 knots* This would appear to be another 
routine convoy movement to Rabaul. The Liberator was inter­
cepted by twD enemy aircraft over Steffen Straits at 1330/18 
and one was observed smoking heavily after the attack,

(4) Kavieng - One 5-6000 ton -vessel was sighted in Kavieng Harbour
stationary during the night 17-18/5. Photos 21/4 showed a 
wrecked freighter of this size in Silver Soud, which may have 
been the vessel reported by the aircraft,

(5) Rabaul - Photos 0935A8 which are of poor quality but give good
coverage of the harbour and aerodrome reveal - 

1 light cruiser
1 destroyer
1 possible old destroyer
5 s ubtnarines (including 3 R0.100 class)
2 minesweepers
1 sub. chaser
2 destroyer tenders 
1 submarine tender

22 merchant vessels (including two tankers and 
T T  totalling 99,300 tons)

In additiorT'one medium cargo vessel was observed leaving 
and a large merchant vessel entering the harbour.

Photo coverage of aerodromes revealed 20 fighters, 20 
light bombers, 2 medium bombers at Lakunal, although more 
fighters were believed present than were visible. There were



26 fighters aid 32 neci urn bombers at Vunakanau where a small 
portion of the aerodrome was obscured by cloud. In RabauJ. 
Harbour, fifteen floatplanes were photographed.

The last full photograplie reconnaissance 13/5  revealed 
44 ships including 25 merchant vessels totalling 117,000 tons.

(6) Gape Orford - An observer 'reports sighting a freighter 20 miles
N.E. of 6sp e Orford course north at 0745/18. This vessel may 
have been engaged in supplying enemy positions on the south or 
south eastern coast of Hew Britain.

(7) Lorengau - Photos 12lo/l8 reveal that the runway is rough but
probably serviceable. There were no aircraft on the aerodrome. 
Fortifications in the town are being strengthened and there are 
increased stores along the wharf,

(8) Wau - 25 Zero’ s attacked Wau strip 1120/l8. One Wirraway was
rendered unserviceable but there were no casualties.

(9) Coral Sea - fhere were indications of an enemy submarine 140
miles south by west of China Strait on 17 /5 ,

(1°) Brisbane - A doubtful loop crossing was recorded at Brisbane 
1816/18. A/s searches were ordered.

NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 120C/19:

(1) "WILCANNIA" escorting. Convoy DT21 ("TULAGI" "BURWAH"), departed
Darwin 0646/18 for Thursday Island ETA 1730/21.

(2) 5 submarines on patrol,

(b ) In Harbour?

Darwin - Warships & Aux. ML.815
Merauke - Warships & Aux. - "WARREGO"

Merchant Vessels* "STAGES’1

SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/l9:

(1) "ISABEL” departed Fremantle 1116/17 for Exmouth Gulf, was
due a.m. IS /5 .

(2) "SC ,739” departed Fremantle 1218/16 for Exmouth Gulf, tue
19 /5 .

(3) "YP .286” departed Fremantle 1740/18 for Exmouth Gulf ETA
a.m. 2 2/5 .

{ 4) “HERON" departed Exmouth Gulf 1200/17 for Fremantle ETA 20/5.

(b) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "VAN GALEN” "TROMP" "VAN HEEMSKERK
"TJERK HIDDES" "HORSHAM" "DUBBC" "ft ALL AR 00” 
"WHIPPOORWILL" ”OTUS" "CHILDS"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "W.B.PRESTON" "PELIAS" "LARK"
"CHANTICLEER" " SC.751"

(ii)  ENEMY FORCES

(1) "HEBRON" reports having sighted a possible torpedo off the 
west coast of Dirk Hartog Island at 1730/18. Air 
searches were ordered.



I ,  EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(a) At Sea to 1200/19:

(X) ’’MAHAN” escorting "AUSTRALIA" was to depart Sydney 1105/19 
for More ton Bay ETA 1030/20.

(2) "CONYNGHAM® proceeding to RV with "MOUNT VERSON” in position
35°10*S 160°E at 1400/20 and escort to Sydney.

(3) "Q ’BAKNOI” "RADFORD15 "VESTAL" en route'Espiritu Santo to Sydney
ETA a.m. 22 /s .

(4) "COLAC" 9TOWNSVILLE" "MILDURA" "BENDIGO" escorting Convoy PG51
(6 MV) departed Caloundra 1141/18 for Newcastle and 
Sydney.

(5) "BALLARAT" was to depart Sydney so as to RV with Newcastle
portion Convoy C095 off Nobby's Head at 0600/19. 
"WARRKAMBOOL1* "DELORAINE" "BINGERA" and ML»s escorting 
Sydney section to depart Sydney 1430/19 and join convoy 
off Sidney. ’’EIS0&RA” and ivil »s to be detached 0800/21. 
"BINGERA" to proceed independently to iifesternport, ML’ s 
to return to base at Eden.

(6) "BUNDABE3G" '’KALaOOKLIESBYANDRA" "MORESBY” escorting Convoy
C094 (Including 3UNGAREE” )•

(7) ”ADELAID2,r proceeding to oosition 43°18*S 141024fE at 1230/19
to RV with DOMINION MONARCH” . (Note: "DOMINION 
MONARCH'1 failed to arrive at previously arranged R V .)

(8) "DOOMBAn "BEMAILA" escorting Convoy 0G94 (16 MV) were to depart
Port Phillip 0300/19 to RV in Wilson's Promontory area 
with "BUKDABERO” "KALGOORLIE" "YAMERA" "MORESBY" 
escorting Convoy C094 (including *BUNGAR£E” ).

(b) In Harbour;

Sydney - -farships & Aux. - "LE TRIOMPHANT” "HERLEY” " HELM"
"PREMANTLE" "COOTAMUNDRA" "KYBRA’1 "DELORAINE" 
ML.813 ”WANCANELLA” (AH) "GOLD•STAR" "ALSEY" 

"WARRS Ait BOOL" 7 A PC 
(Repairing) "NEPAL” "STUART” "BROOKS” "ALHENA" ”MANUNDA"

(Hospital Ship)
{On Reserve) "WESTRALIA" "KANIMBLA"

Jervis Bay - Warships & Aux. - "GLADSTONE"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "MAHOOKA" MABRAHAM CRIJNS^N" 

(Refitting) "qUIBEHON”

(I) ALLIED FORCES

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(!) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2)? Az Espiritu Santo - HONOLULU HELENA . ST.LOUIS NASHVILLE (CL)

STRONG NICHOLS WARD MsCALLA CHEVALIER (DD) TREVCR (DM) 
CURTISS TANGIER (AV) HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) MANLEY (AFD)
DIXIE (ADf PYRO (AE) ALCHIBA ALOOEAB CELENO (AK)
NEOSHO SABINE PLATTE TAPPAKANNOCK WHIPSTOCK (AO)
CONSTANT (AM) ROSEWOOD (YN)

(3) At Noumea - WASHINGTON INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS NORTH C Aid LINA (BB)
SARATOGA VICTORIOUS (CV) SAN DIEC-0 SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY 
WOODWORTH SMITE HOPKINS BUCHANAN FANNING CASE CRAVEN 
PATTERSON (ED) EROMETHEUS (AR) WHITNEY (AD) ARGONNE (AG) 
MAURY SAUFLEY SELFRIDGE DUNLAP RALPH TALBOT GRIDLEY 
CONVERSE PRINGLE (DD) McCAWLEY (A?) MAJABA MERCURY 
TALAMANCA CASTCR (AK) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) TRYON (APH)
PECOS PATUXENT SUAMICO CIMAROOBf (AO) KINGFISHER 
SHELDRAKE ADROIT (AM) PAWNEE (AT} HOLLY (YN) SC*518 
3.31 (SS) ARD.2 KIWI MATA I TUI GALE (a/ s Vessels)

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - MONTGOMERY (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (AP) SAMOA (AE)



(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAKEST0W3T NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL
VIREO (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WASBANK (YT) ORTOLAN (ASR 
MENOMINEE {AT) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS) ERSKINS 
PHELPS (AO)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SaNGAMON SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON 
WALLER PHILIP SEb"SHAW LANG WILSON CONY CONWAY (DD) 
BALLARD (AT) LACKAWANNA KANKAKEE N33CHES (AO) RGAMER 
PC.476 PC,479 RAPPAHANNOCK (AOG)

(8) At Nandi - COPAHEE (ACV)
(9) At Auckland - EBONY (YN) PINCKNEY (AK) SOLACE (AH)

(10) At Wellington - TAYLOR. (DD) TRACY (DM) KOTJNT VERNON StiSSA 
CRESCENT CITY (AP) LIBRA (AK)

NAVEL INCIDENTS

Suva - Comgen Fiji reparts llSg/lS that lifeboats containing 
approx 60 personnel ex STOREY* were sighted by an
airoraft 310 miles W* by N. of Suva. "H.M.STOREY was 
torpedoed 240 Miles W, of VitI Levu at 0340/18*

ENEMYTS PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation north coast New Guinea and
East Indies Including aircraft reinforcement,

(2) Sporadic air raids on allied forward operational
bases in S.W .P.A , and lines of eoamunication*

(3) Increased activity in Northern Theatre*
(4) Intense submarine activity including transportation

and offensive operations in all theatres

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C ,
gTh .q *, s . C T

1 9 / 5 / 4 3



MOST SECRET

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART I I

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE 

I .  SOUTHWEST k SOUTH PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES

18/5/43

ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific
Truk-Jalui t-Biamar cks - 

Solomons

BB

f
ACV

CA

CL

XCL

DD

x AUSTRALIA

HOBART
ADELAIDE

ARUNTA
WARRAMUNGA
LE TRIOMPHANT
HELM
HENLEY
BAGLEY
PERKINS
CONYNGHAM
MAHAN
STUART
VENDETTA

*  QUI3SR0N
*  NEPAL 

MUC-FOHD

INDIANA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

SARATOGA

CE3NMGO
SAIOAMON
SUWANNEE

HONOLULU
HELENA
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MOHTPEIXtlER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN

Approx 40

MUSA SHI
MUTSU
NAGATO
KONGO
HARUNA

20 xHv

CH0R& I 
KUMAIJO 
SIEUYA 
TONE 
TIKUUA 

x AOM

AGAN0 (po a s .Empir e )
JIOT3U
SENDAI
KATORI
KASHIMA
NAOARA
ISUSU
kibh

JTJMft

5

Approx 30

*  Non-effective



# ' r ̂

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

Truk-Jalui t-Bi sm ar cks - 
; Solomons

m

DRUM } % 3.31 
GUARDFISH ) At Brisbane

Approx 30

albacore  5
GATO } 
ORAYBAGK } 
GRESNLING )
GiC UPER ) On 
GROWLER }
P3T0 ) 
SCAMP 5 
TUNA )

Km 9 At Sydney

Patrol
'■ . '■ ' ‘T ' ■ • . :

^r /cvs - CURTISS
TANGIER

CHITOSE
AKTTSUSHIMA

XAV/XCVS - 3 5

FT 25 Approx 30 f

apa / apd / aka

jc

*
X

H.T.ALLEN
MAHOORA
WESTRALIA
KAHIM3IA
BROOKS
GILMER

10 APA
13 APD 

6 AKA

’ '.r?; “ - ;"V' - . - ■

/ - v : ■ t.

AS or XAS FULTON -■: -TT 'X ■ 3 or mer e

AD DOBBIN DIXIE
WHITNEY

y , . ■ - “ " ' ' . ,  ■ :

AR RlfiEL PROMETHEUS
VESTAL

AIRCRAFT (N.E.Area Only}
r*

j^ehters 
jSPBombers 
SE/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport a/G ■ • 5 5T

249
145
40

e
51
23

x Ion-effective r- ■- .. ■ ■ ’ ■ •- - ,■> ■ ■- 

' . 5 1 1 ' ‘  ̂ ' ' ’• * ’ V ’ ' r ' / '
■

•
f  ■ ■' • ' k#

'~ ■ ' :. : :J :V; •• ••4 ■ ' • ■ : .. ■ >*•

■ - .• ••m,i f . . ’. A> ■

,;i ' •

. • • = -

: ■ ■ • *'■ ’ ' • ■ ' . i ' ; •  '

' ■ . S.-\ . v. ..... •; /v;‘ - ' " , -

_• - ■; ? •?

. _ '■ V" ' •. . : :;v: , • ••*? ■ ‘ . .

:i S -  '

r , (  ,• • " ' - 

* ' - • * -■ - . " > -* ’r,X~z • . * **

«* 2  m

' - ;  * • 1 r4- '* . J-’

•... ■ : '■



w

2. CENTRAL PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES HNEWY FORCES

BB

•
Washington

NORTH CAROLINA 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
P3M SYLVAN IA 
NEVADA
WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

YAMATO 
I S3
FUSQ
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA

CV VICTORIOUS
ENTERPRISE

ZUIKAKU
SKDKAKU
HOSEO (Training Ship)

xcv LONG ISLAND HAYATAKA
BIT-AKA
HYUHO

m. NASSAU
AL1AMAHA
COPAHEE

CHUY©
ITNYO

CA LOUISVILLE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
tflCHITA 
NEW ORLEANS 

*  SALT LAKE CITY 
x MINNEAPOLIS 
it PENSACOLA 
3t PORTLAND 
a INDIANAPOLIS

ATAGO
TAKAO
HAGURO

OCA

CL RALEIGH
DETROIT

3

ABUKUMA

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

ft-

?

?

Approx 20 

Approx 40 

*

4

KIS3HIN

2

Approx 24 

Approx 25 

2

3- NORTHERN PACIFIC

CA wm KACEI
1 Unidentified

CL CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

T a MA
El 50

XCL - 2

j^v/xcvs

DD 10

1

9

SS 10 Approx 15

m  Non-effective

- 3 -
_  ----



r
4» EAST INDIES - INDIAN OCEAN 

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
{Western Section)

Eastern F3e et Area East Indies-Philippines

CV

ACV

CA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

XAff/xCVS

DD

SS

AS or XAS

Van HEEMSKERK 
TROMP

CHILDS
HERON
W .3 .PRESTON

TJERK HIDDES 
VAN GALEN

GAR
GRSBADIER
TAMBOR
tautog

THRESHER

WARSPITE 
RESOL VTION 
REVENGE

f( ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX
* HAWKINS 
a FROBISHER

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
KENYA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
CARADOC

^ ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE
CHIT&AL
RANPURA
RAHCEI
WORCESTERSHIRE

ALBATROSS

Approx 27

On Patrol

K.12
TROUT

GRAYLING 

PEL IAS

At Exmouth Gulf 

At Fremantle

?

AIRCRAFT (N.W.Area Only)

Fighters 
IJ/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
T^pisport A/c

No recent intelligence. 
Present location uncertain.

»

OTAKA

ASHIGARA

KASHII
01
KITAGAMI

*  NATO RI

KAMO I
*  NOTORO

1

12

10

143
125

12
35
35

Non-effective



C . 0 . 1 . G .
British —  M OST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQU ARTERS 

SOU TH  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY N AVAL SUMMARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 423 Date: 20th May, 1943

P A R T  I.

SOUTH ffiSST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/20:

(1) "MUGFORD" "BAGLEY" "TALBOT" escorting "PRESIDENT JACKSON"
"PRESIDENT ADAMS” "PRESIDENT HAYES” departed Townsville 
2106/18 for Noumea.

(2) "FLUSSER” departs Cairns 20/5 to rejoin T .F .74  at Cid Harbour.
(3) "WHYALLA" " SHEPPARTON" "POLARIS" "STEILA" surveying.
(4) "SUMNER" "SC .745” "SC .749” surveying Deboyne Is. area.
(5) "INVERELL" escorting "CARDROSS” towing ML.814, ”ALAGNA” towing

ASR launch "TONGA", "SIBIGO” departed Thursday Island 
0120/19 for Darwin ETA 2230/22.

(6 )” KAPUNDA" escorting Convoy NT13 ("DUNTROON" "HENRY D.THOREAU"
for Townsville) departed Port Moresby 1400/19. Convoy 
to disperse at Fitzroy Island ETA Townsville "DUNTROON" 
2200/21, "KAPUNDA" escorting "HENRY D.THOREAU” 0300/22.

(7) "ARUNTA" escorting "T/KOONA" departed Milne Bay 1615/19 for
Townsville.

(8) "SANDS” "HUMPHREYS" escorting LST»s 334 , 390, 446, 447 , 448, 449
from Espiritu Santo to Townsville, were due 0800/20.

(9) "KATOOMBA" "SC.746” "YP.291” escorting "ANHUI" "ARTHUR RIGGS" to
Milne Bay ETA 1400/20.

(10) "SC .731” "SC .732" escorting "AROONA” ”CITY OF FORT WORTH" to
' Port Moresby ETA 1600/20.

(11) "VENDETTA” ”ML.424” returning Brisbane after escort duty with
Convoy BT60.

(12) ’’BROOME" en route Caloundra after escort duty with "DEIMOS"
ETA 1700/21.

(13) Task Unit 78 .5 .1  (YMS.10 IMS.47 YMS.48 YMS.70) was to depart
Brisbane 1621/17 for Cairns.

(14) "WAGGA" "ML.427" escorting H.T."KATOOMBA" "CHARLES S.JONES” "WEST
CACTUS” departed Townsville 1830/19 for Cairns ETA 
1300/20.

(15) ”GEEL0NG" ”SC.748” escorting Convoy BT6Q (YDG.2 "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD"
"GIANG ANN" " SAREEN" DEN BO3CH" "Wm.MEREDITH" all
for Townsville) departed Caloundra 1220/18. "GEELONG"
"SC.748" to leave convoy at Percy Islands. "GEELONG" to 
provide escort for Convoy TS32. SC.748 to return Brisbane

(16) "YP.280" departed Caloundra 2051/19 for Townsville ETA p.m. 22/5*
(17) "PIRIE" "SC .741” "ML.425" carrying out a/ s  search Moreton Bay area.
(18) 9 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour t

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "BOWEN" "SC .738” "PC.1121" "HILO"
15 PT»s

- 1 -



Milne Bay (Contd),
Merchant Vessels:

Port Moresby

Thursday Is,

Cairns

Cid Barbour

Townsville

Maryborough 
Bri sbane

Sma11 Craft
- Warships & Aux. - 

Merchant Vessels :

Small Craft
- Warships &. Aux. -

- Warships

- Warships

- Warships

& Aux. 

& Aux. 

& Aux.

- Warships & Aux.
- i'arships & Aux.

"VAN SWOLL* "HINTON R.HELPER" 
"EMPIRE HAMBL3" "THEDENS""JAPARA" 
"CREMER" "KEY PITMAN"
Aporox 50
so”. 7 5 0  mm. 10 7 4  hdm l.hsi

"JOHN WHITTAKER" "E .R .SILL" 
"1ANG0LA"
Approx 20

"SWAN" "CASTLEMAINE" "LATROBE" 
"TULSA" ms* 9 ‘YMS.49 YMS.5G 
Y P .236 12 PT’s 

"PLATYPUS" ML.426 ML.317 
2 PTs refitting 

"HOBART" "PERKINS" "WARRAMUNGA" 
"MSREUR" "AASE MAERSK"
"DRAYTON" "BCHUCA" "BUN5URY"
SC.747 "YUNNAN" (ASIS) 

"BISHOPDALE9*
"ROGEHAM PT0Nt!
"GILMER" "LITHGOW" "PULTON" 

"RIGEL" "H.T.ALLEN" "POYANS" (ASIS) YP.233 
YMS.8 YMS.ll YMS.46 YMS.51 YMS.52 YMS.53 
YMS.71 SC.648 SC.698 SC.740 SC.744 SC.981 
PC.1121 8 LSTs "KURUMBA"

(Repairing, Trials etc.) - "GOULBURN" "GYKPIE" "VICTORIA"

(c ) Proposed Movements:

(1) "GEELONG" to RV with Convoy TS32 ("HEIJNST" "MATTHEW FLINDERS"
" JAMES COOK" ' '"SLLARA """"DUNDULA" ) off Percy Islands at 
1700/20 and escort to Brisbane.

(2) "GOULBURN" "SC.348" escorting Convoy ET61 (2 MV) to depart
Brisbane 1400/20.

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Shorblands - Reconnaissance p.m. 19/s revealed one unidentified
vessel, three cargo ships and 20 Barges off Kahili. Previous 
recce 17/5 sighted 11 ships including 8 merchantmen and 3 
corvettes In the base.

(2) Solomons Aircraft - Photos 19/5 revsal -
Kahili - 25 fighters, 2 dive bombers
Ballale - 3 fighters, 11 medium bombers 
Vila )
Munda ) n0 °F erative aircraft

There were no photos of Faisi or Buka,
(3) Russell Islands-Tulagj-Guadalcanal - Six enemy aircraft were over

theseareas night 13 /5 . Some bombs were dropped on Russel Is . 
and in the vicinity of Henderson Field but no damage or 
casualties ha-̂ e been reported.

(4) Kavieaft - Reconnaissance 1030/19 revealed a tanker stationary in
Steffen Strait, with bow low in water and with a huge oil slick 
at the stern. This would indicate that the vessel may ha^e 
struck a mine recently laid in this area.

Photographs were taken of Kavieng Harbour revealing one 
possible minelayer (220 f t . ) ,  1 merchant vessel of 300C tons 
and one coaster. Visual sighting covered five vessels in the 
harbour including four of 500 tons.

Four medium bombers and 8 fighters were photographed on 
Kavieng aerodrome. About the same time, another aircraft 
photographed Panapei. The runway i3 rough but probably service­
able, but there are no aircraft visible.

(5) Rabaul - A force comprising one destroyer and three cargo vessels
(one of 5000 and two of 3000 tons) was sighted 15 miles N .N .E . 
of Rabaul course 180° at 113 0 /l9 . This would appear to be 
another routine convoy movement into Rabaul.

Photos 1130/l9 reveal a new aerodrome on the shore of 
Ataliklikun Bay in position 14 miles S.W. of Rabaul. Only a 
small section of the aerodrome is visible but it Is apparently 
near completion.
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(6) Cape Orford - A large submarine was observed proceeding south
past dape Orford at 1650/19.

(7) Wewak - Photos 1050/19 reveal 2 merchant vessels , including one
of 1000 tons and one smaller, in fewak Harbour and 2 coasters 
and 10 barges off But. The Harbour was partly obscured by 
cloud and the visual report covered six cargo vessels, two of 
which were described as of 4-5000 tons and four of 500 tons.

On Wewak aerodrome which was partly obscured there were 
38 fighters. At Boram there were 4 medium bombers and 16 
aircraft including light bombers and reconnaissance planes; at 
But 17 light bombers (2 unserviceable) and one fighter, and at 
Dagua 16 fighters, 15 light bombers and 2 twin-engined unidenti­
fied aircraft,

(8) Bogia-Madang - Reconnaissance 19/5 reported the Bogia - Madang
coast road was In excellent condition and that all bridges were 
serviceable. Previous reports Indicated that some bridges were 
destroyed,

(9) Madang-Alexlshafen - Photos 19/5 reveal -
Alexlshafen - K'ork continues on new strip and dispersal lanes, 

but the strip is unserviceable. The old runway 
appears serviceable with some Improvements, but 
no aircraft are visible,

Madang - Runway serviceable, but no aircraft visible.
(10) Lae - Photos a.m. 19/5 reveal eighteen barges in the harbour,
(11) Douglas Harbour - A report states that Douglas Harbour was bombed

at 0700/lc?» Wo damage or casualties*
(12) Dro Bay - 9 enemy aircraft attacked Oro Bay evening 18 /5 . Ho

damage or casualties. One aircraft was shot down by A.A.
(13) Trobrlands - An enemy reconnaissance aircraft was over the

nor them, part of Kiriwina Island 1115/17.

WORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/20:

(1) "WILCAMIA* escorting Convoy DT21 ("TULAGI” "BURWAE” ) departed
Darwin 0646/1& for Thursday Island ETA 1730/21,

(2) 5 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour *.

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - ML,815
Merauke - Warships & Aux. - nWARRSGQB

Merchant Vessels! "STAGEN”

(II)  ENEMY FORCES

(1) Atamboea - Photos morning 19/5 reveal that the runway has been 
extended by a further 570 feet. I I I  aircraft or revetments 
visible. A wide area has been cleared north of the ruriway, 

Penfoei - Photos taken by^B;24*s during an attack on Penfoei 
aerodrome morning IS /5  s*e\̂ eal resurfacing in progress and 
further improvement cf dispersal lanes. Two unserviceable 
transports, five twin-engined bombers one of which is burned 
out and two unserviceable and one possibly serviceable fighter 
were photographed.

SOUTH WESTERN AREA.

(i) ALLIED FORGES

(a) At Sea to 12 00 /20 :

(1) M ISABEL” departed Fremantle 1116/17 for Exmouth Gulf, was
due a.m , 19/5,

(2) "30 .739” departed Fremantle 1218/16 for Exmouth Gulf, was

due 19 /5 ,
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(3) "YP.286" departed Ffemantle 1740/l3 for Exmouth Gulf ETA
a.m. 22/5#

(4) "HERON11 departed Sxmouth Gulf 1200/l 7  for Premjanfcle ETA 2o/5*

(b) In Harbour;

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "VAN GALEN" "TROMP" "VAN ESEMSEEFK
"TJERK HLDDES" "HORSHAM" "DUBBO" "WALLAROO" 
"WHIPPOORWILL" "OTUS" "SHILLS"

Exmouth Gujf - Warships & Aux, - "W.B.PRESTON" "PELIAS" "LARK"
"CHANTICLEER" "SC .751"

4. EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(!)  ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to IB 00/20;

(1) "MEAN" escorting "AUSTRALIA" was to depart Sydney 1105/19
for Moreton Bay, was due 1030/20*

(2) "CONYNGHAM" proceeding to RV *ith  "MOUNT VERNON” In position 
35 10*S 160°E at 1400/20 and escort to Sydney.

(3) "O ’BANNON" "RADFORD" "VESTAL" en route Espiritu Santo to Sydney 
ETA a.m. 22 /5 .

(4) "GLENELG" departed Caloundra 1051/19 for Sydney ETA 0500/21,
(5) "COLAC" "TOWNSVILLE" "MILSUSA" "BENDIGO" escorting Convoy PQ51 

(6 MV) departed Caloundra 114l/l8 for Newcastle and 
Sydiroy •

(6) "WARRNAMBOOL* "DELORAINE1* PBINGERA" and ML’ s escorting Convoy 
C095, "BIN6ERA" and ML *s to be detached 0800/21. 
nBtMERA" to jr oesed independently to Westernporfc,
ML*s to return to base at Eden.

(7) "LE TRIOMPHANT11 was to depart Sydney 1130/20 for Melbourne.
(8) "ADELAIDE" escorting "DOMINION MONARCH" to Fremantle.
(9) "DOOMBA" "KALGOORLIE" "MORESBY" nYANDRAw "BENALLA" escorting 

Convoy PC94 (17 MV) for Port Eembla, Sydney and 
Newcastle,

(b) In Harbour;

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "HEKLEY" "HELM" "BALLARAT"
"FREMANTLE* "COCTAMUNDRA" "KYBRA" "GOLDSTAR" 
"WANGA^ELLA " (AE)"ALSEY" 7 A PC 

(Repairing) "NEPAL1* "STUART* "BROOKS" "ALHENA" "MANUNDA"
{H ostdtsl Shi id }

(On Reserve) "WESTRAI11AS "KANIMBLA"
Jervis Bay - Warships ft Aux. - "GLADSTONE"
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "BUNDABERG" "MANOORA"

"ABRAHAM CRIJIfSSEN"
(Refitting) "QUIBERON"

Geelong - Far ships &. Aux. - "BUNGAREE"

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES 

anikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
spiritu Panto - HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS NASHVILLE (CL) 

STRONG ECHOLS WAHD CHEVALIER (DD) TREVOR (DM) CURTISS 
TAN0IER (AV) HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) DIXIE (AD) 

aumea - INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS NORTH CAROLINA (BB) SARATOGA 
VICTORIOUS (CV) SAN DIEGO SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY WOODWORTH 
SMITE EDPKINS 2UCHANAN FANNING CASE CRAVEN PATTERSON 
MAUEY SAUFLEY SELFRIDGE DUNEAP RALPH TALBOT GR IDLEST 
CONVERSE PEINGLB (DD) PROMETHEUS (AR) WHITNEY (AD)
ARGCNKE (AG) McCAWLEY (AP) SCHLEY WATERS (APD) S .31 (S3)

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - AMERICAN LEGION (AP)

(!) At
(2) At

(3) At
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(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL
VIREO (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) ORTOLAN (ASR) 
MENOMINEE (AT) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SANGAMON SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON 
WALLER PHILIP REN SHAW LANG WILSON COOTAY (DD)
BALLARD (AV)

(8) At Wellington - TAYLOR (DD) TRACY (DM) CRESCENT CITY (AP) 
LIBRA (AK)

(1) Strong consolidation ncrth coast New Guinea and
East Indies including aircraft reinforcement,

(2) Sporadie/fa£ds on allied forward operational bases
in S.W .P.A. and lines of communic§tion.

(3) Increased activity in Northern Theatre,

(4) Intense submarine activity including transportation
and offensive operations in all theatres.

NAVAL INCIDENTS
SS

N I L

ENEMY’S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C  
G .H .Q .. S.W .P.A

20/5/43
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19/5A3*
DAILY S A M . SUMMARY 

PART II

allied & enemy o m  ji of battle.

1. SOUTHWEST & SOUTH PACIFIC 
ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific South Pacific Truk-J&luit-Bisraarcks-
(Eastern Section) Solomons

UQ3T SSCRBC=

BB

xcv

ACV

CA

CL

AUSTRALIA

HOBART
ADELAIDE

NOSIK CAROLINA
INDIANA
ICASSACHUSBTTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

SARATOGA
VICTORIOUS

CHENANGO
SANGAMON
sgwabetsb

HONOLULU 
HELENA 
ST*LOUIS 
NASHVILLE

COUJilBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
EENVER 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN JUAN

ISUT3U
NAGATO

zu mo

CHOKAI 
KEJMANO 
SUSUYA 

si aOBA

>.GAMO (poss.Empire)
JINT3U
3EHDAI
&ATORI
KA3HIMA
SAHARA
ISUZU
KISU
KUMA

XCL

DD ARUNTA 
WARRAMUNGA 
LS TRIOMPHANT 
HELM 
HENLEY 
EAGLET 
PERKINS 
COSYNSHAM 
MAHAN 
STUART 
VENDETTA 

*  QUIBERON 
s NEPAL 

MUGPGRD

Approx hO Approx 30

*  Non-effective



Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South pacific

•&§ DRUM
GUARDFI3H

ALBACORN 
GATO
GRAYBACK ) 
GREKNLING )
GROUPER )
GROWLER )
PETO )
SCAMP } 
TU1IA

)

AV/CVS

I

XAV/XCVS

PT 25

APA/APD/AKA H.T. ALLEN 
MANOORA 
WSSTHALIA 
KANIMBLA 
BROOKS
gilm er

SANDS
HUMPHREYS

AS or XA3 

AD

AR

FULTON

DOBBIN

RIGEL

,AIRCRAFT (H.B.Area Only)

Fighters 
M/Bombers 
Sl/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport A/C

3*31
At Brisbane

)

Km 9 At Sydney

On Patrol

CURTISS
TANGIER

Approx 30

10 APA
11 APD 
6 AKA

DIXIE
WHITNBI

PROMETHEUS
VESTAL

St Non-Effective

Truk-Jaluit-Bi smarcks- 
Solomons

Approx 30

CHITOSE
AKITSUSKIMA

5

?

3 or more

?

2

2U9
1U5

ho
6

53
23



central  p a c ij i c

BB

cv

WASHINGTON
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
SSS MEXICO 
PENH SYLVAN IA 
NEVADA
WEST VIRGINIA 
CALIFORNIA
TKHNESSEE

ENTERPRISE

ALLIED FORCES

XCV

ACV

CA

LONG ISLAND

NASSAU
ALTAMAEA
COPAHSB

LOUISVILLE
BAIT FRANCISCO 
WICHITA
NEW ORLEANS 
PORTLAND 
INDIANAPOLIS 

X SALT LAICS CITY 
x MINNEAPOLIS 
k  PKN3AD0LA

OCA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

SS

AS/XAS

RALEIGH
DETROIT

Approx 20 

Approx 2+0

?

CA

CL CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

0  XCL

XAV/XCVS

DD

SS

10

10

NORTHERN PACIFIC

YAMAI0 
MUSASHI 
132 
PUS0
YAMASIiIRO
HYUGA
KONGO
KARIMA

M a s  f o sc ss

2UIKAKD
SI10EAKU
HOSHO (Training 

Siiip)

HAYATAEA
HITAKA
SYUHO

CHUYO
UNYO

ATAGO
TAKAO
KAGOHO
TONE
TIKUMA

ABUKUMA

NISSHIN

2
Approx 2k 

Approx 25 

2

NACHI
1 Unidentified

TAMA
KI30

2

1

9

Approx 15

*  Non-effective
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L» EAST INDIES - INDIAN OCEAN 

ALLIED FORCES M M L

Southwest Pacific 
(Western Section) Eastern Fleet Area

CV

ACV

CA

CL

WAR3FITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

/  ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX
.^S

Van HEIIMSIvSRCK 
TROMP

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

22

ss

CHILDS
HERON
W.B.PRESTON

TJERK HIDBES 
VAN GALEN

f?AR
GRENADIER
TAMBOR
TAUTO&-
THRESHER

FROBISHER

IflAUSITIUS
GAMBIA
KENYA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
CARADOC

4 alaunia
CARTHAGE
CHITRAL
RaKPURA
2AKGHI
sroacEaiBRSHifiEs

ALBATROSS

?

Approx 27 

On patrol

AS or XAS

£ •  12
TROUT

GRAYLING

PELIAS

At Exmoutli Gulf 

At Fremantle

?

AIRCRAFT (N.W.Area Only)

Fighters 
M/Bombers 
Flying Boats 

^^Floatplanes 
WTransport a/C

4  No recent intelligence
present location uncertain.

*  Non-effective

-1±-

last indies-Phili-ppines

OTAKA--

ASHIGARA

KASHII
01
KITAGAMI 

« NATORI

KAMO I 
*  NOTORO

1

12

10

ii+3
12512
35
35



C . C . T . C .

British —  M O ST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQU AR TERS 

SOU TH  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY N AVAL SUMMARY

No.

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

424 Date: 21 st May, 1943

P A R  T____I .

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIES FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/21s

(1) "AUSTRALIA" "MAHAN" en route Sydney to Cid Harbour ETA 1300/21.
(2) "WHYAILA" "SHEPPARTON" "POLARIS" "STELLA" surveying.
(3) "SUMNER" "SC*745" "SC .749" surveying Deboyne Is . area.
(4) "WILCANNIA" escorting Convoy DT21 ("TULAGI" "BURWAH"). departed

Darwin 0646/1& for Thursday Island ETA 1730/21.
(5) "SWAN" escorting "BOTH" departed Thursday Island 1417/20 for

Merauke ETA 1400/21.
(6) "SC .750" escorting "E .R .SILL" departed Port Moresby 1703/20 for

Townsville ETA 0100/23.
(7) "KATOOMBA" escorting "HINTON R.HELPER" was to depart Milne Bay

1200/21 for Townsville*
(8) "KAPUNDA" escorting Convoy NT13 ("DUNTROON" "HENRY D.THOREAU"

for Townsville) departed Port Moresby 1400/19. Convoy 
to disperse at Fitzroy Island ETA Townsville "DUNTK)ON" 
2200/21, "KAPUNDA" escorting "HENRY D.THOREAU" 0300/22,

(9) "ARUNTA" escorting "TAROONA" departed Milne Bay 1615/19 for
Townsville.

(10) " SC.738" departed Milne Bay 2105/19 for Townsville ETA 1700/23.
(11) " PC.1121" escorting Convoy PC10 ( "CREMER" "JAPARA") departed Milne

Bay 1230/20 tor Cairns ETA 1400/22,
(12) "GEELONG" escorting Convoy TS32 ("REIJNST" “MATTHEW FLINDERS"

"ALLARA" " jX IW ^ O T ^ D U N D U L A "  ) from Percy Islands to 
Brisbane*

(13) "YP.280" departed Caloundra 205l/l9 for Townsville ETA p.m. 22 /5 ,
(14) "VENDETTA" "GOULBURN" nSC.648" escorting Convoy BT61 ("W.E.CANNING"

"H.DEARBORN" "VAN SPIL BERGEN" BALIKPAPAN,J " PA HUD" "SUVA") 
were to depart Brisbane 1200/21. "VENDETTA" to part 
company vicinity Lady Elliot Island, "GOULBURN" "SC .648" 
to part company vicinity Percy Islands and return Brisbane.

(15) 8 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Milne Bay - Warihips & Aux. - "BOTH " "SC .746" "YP.291" "HILO"
15 PT *s

Merchant Vessels* "VAN S#J0LL" "ANHUI" "AHKUR RIGGS"
"EMPIRE IIAMBLE" "THEDENS" "KEY 

PITMAN"
Small Craft - Approx 50 

Port Moresby - WarsMps& Aux. - SC.731 SC.732 HDML.1074 HDML.1161
Merchant Vessels: "JOHN WHITTAKER" "MANGOLA" "AROONA"

"CITY OF FORT WORTH*
Small Craft - Approx 20



Thursday Is. 

Cairns 

Cid Harbour 

Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane

(Repairing,.

- Warships & Aux. - "WARRSGO" , CASTLEHAINEn "LATROBE"
"TULSA” YMS.9 IMS.49 YMS,50 
YP.2-36 12 PT's

- Warships & Aux. - "WAGGA” "PLATYPUS* KL.426 ML*817
YMS.10 YMS.47 YM3.48 YMS.70
2 PTs refitting

- Warships & Aux. - “HOBART" "?3RKINSB "WARRAMUNGA"
"FLUSSER" "DRAYTOU" "MERKUR"
"AASE MAER3K"

- "SANDS" "HUMPHREYS" *ECHUCA" 
"BUNBURY" "SC ,747* "YUNNAN" (ASIS)
6 LST»s

- "ROCKHAMPTON"
- “GILMER" "FIRIE" "FULTON" "RIGEL"
8 LST'e "PGXANG" (ASI3) YP.233

YKS.8 YMS.ll YMS.46 YKS,5l YKS.52 YMS.53 
YMS.71 SC ,698 SC. 740 SC.741 SC. 744 SC, 981 
ML.424 ML.425 "KURUMBA"

Trials etc .) - "LITHGOW" "GYMFIE" "VICTORIA"

- Warships & Aux.

- Warships & Aux.
- far ships & Aux.

"H .T , ALLEN"

(°)  Proposed Movements;

(1) "BROOME" escorting "MOBILPCEL" to depart Caloundra 0530/2£, 
"BROOME" to part company position 26 58*S 157 25 ’E 
and proceed Sydney,

{11) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Choiseul - A party of Japanese landed at Bambatana Mission
CSTTTcoast of Choiseul) 0800/19. Enemy strength in this 
area was reported 20/5 to be between fifty and one hundred.

(2) Manning Strait - An aircraft reported sighting a periacope
moving on course 20° on 20/5*

(3) Guadalcanal - Between 2016/19 and 0516/20 a probable total of
8 enemy aircraft made at least 3 xuns over Guadalcanal. Damage 
is reported as slight. Fourteen men wers killed and 20 
wounded. Eight night fighters shot down two bombers.

(4) Kavieng Area - A hospital ship was sighted 135 miles east of
" Kavieng on course 340° at approx 0925/19. This may be bhe 
Hospital Ship recently sighted in the Shcr tlands base and 
now probably en r oute Truk,

(5) Rabaul - Hazy photos which do not give complete coverage reveal
the following shipping in Rabaul Harbour 0925/20 -

1 light cruiser
5 submarines (2 " I "  class, 2 R0*100 class, 

one other 273 ft , long)
4 small sub.chasers 

23 merchant vessels (including two tankers and 

Total ships totalling 105,000 tons)

One minelayer, probably "NATSUSHIMA" class (433 tons) was 
photographed in St.George’ s Channel,
Aerodromes}

Lakunal - 88 fighters, 6 medium bombers, 30 l / b

or twin-engined fighters 
Vunakanau - 24 fighters, 24 medium bombers
(almost complete coverage)

There were also 14 floatplanes and two flying  boats on the 
Harbour,

(6) Rooke Island - Ten barges or native boats were observed in
Marlen Harbour (S.end Rooke Island) 1322/20.

(7) Wewak - An aircraft over Wewak 0950-1055/20 reported sighting
one destroyer and 3 cargo vessels of 4000, 2000 and 500 tons 
in the harbour. Badly blurred photo reveal 2 merchant vessels 
of 1000 and 600 tons and 80 barges.

On Wewak aerodrome 24 fighters and one light bomber were 
photographed and at Boram 18 aircraft including three probable 
medium bombers,

(8) Salanaua - Allied troops contacted an enemy party of 20, one
mII¥""E. by N. of Drong (8 miles W, of Salamaua) at 084o/l9 

and killed two,
15G Japanese were observed in occupation of a village 

1000 yards S.E. of Drong at 1730/l9.
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(9) Douglas Barbour - 12 enemy aircraft raided Douglas Harbour 
1152/19. One twelve ton supply craft was a total loss, 
and the 50 ton supply vessel "MELANESIA" was beached, but 
needs only minor repairs. Three members of the crew were 
wounded. Two natives were killed,

(10) Bobodura - An enemy aircraft dropped six bombs at 2033/19 . 
'Slight damage but no casualties*

Milne Bay - Enemy aircraft attacked Milne Bay night 19/5 . One 
small petrol dump was ignited, but no other damage or 
casual ties*

(12) Rorona (35 miles N.W.Port Moresby) - Six bombs were dropped by 
enemy aircraft at 2145/19. No damage or casualties*

2, NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Qp/21 i

(1) "INVERELL" escorting "SIBIGO" "CARDROSS" towing ML.814,
*ALAGFA" towing ASR launch "TONGA", departed Thursday 
Island 0120/19 for Darwin ETA 2230/22.

(2) 6 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - ML.815

3. SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES 

{a) At Sea to 1200/21:

(1) ”YB286* departed Fremantle 174o/l8 for Exmouth Gulf ETA
a.m* 22/5*

(2) " HERON" departed Exmouth Gulf 1200/17 for Fremantle was
due 20/5.

<b) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "VAN GALEN" "TROMP""VAN HEEMSKERK"
"TJERK HI DDES" "HORSHAM" "DTJBB0" "WALLAROO" 
"WHIPPOORWILL" "OTUS" "GfHlLDS"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "W.B.PRESTON" "PELIAS" "LARK"
"CHANTICLEER" "SC .739" "SC .751" "ISABEL"

4 /  KASTERH & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Qo/21:

(1) "COSTSGHAM" escorting "MOUNT VERNON" from RV (35°10*S 160°E)
to Sydney.

(2) "O ’BASNON" "RADFORD" "VESTAL" en route Espiritu Santo to Sydney
ETA a.m. 22 /5 .

(3) "LE TRIOMPHANT'1 was to depart Sydney 1130/21 for Melbourne.
(4) "ADELAIDE" escorting "DOMIIsION MONARCH" to Fremantle.
(5) "EALGOORLIE" "MORESBY" "YANDRA" "BENALL" escorting Convoy OC94

(16 MV) for Port Kembla, Sydney and Newcastle * "BOO'MBA" 
returning Melbourne with engine defeat.

Note t Convoy C095 - Convoy postponed. To sail 23/5*
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Sydney - Warships k Aux. - "HENLEY" "HELM* "BALLARAT"
"FREMANTLE" "COOTAMUNDRA" "KYBRA" "GOLDSTAR" 
"CCLAC" "MILDURA” "TOWNSVILLE" " WARRNA35B0OL" 
DELORAINE" "3INGERA" "BENDIGO" "GLENELG" 

"WASGANSLLA" (AH) "ALSEY" 7 A PC 
(Repairing) "S3PAL" "STUART" "BROOKS" "ALHENA" "MANUNDA" (AH) 
(On Reserve) "WESTRALIA" "KANIMBLA*

Jervis Bay - Warships k Aux. - "GLADSTONE*
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "BUNDABERG" "MANOORA” "ABRAHAM

GRIJNSSEN"
(Refitting) "QUIBERON"

Geelong - Warships & Aux. - "BUNGAREE"

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

Port Stephens - An aircraft received Indications of a submarine 
approx 70 miles N .E . of Port Stephens at 0237/20. Contact
was subsequently lost.

(Tb) In Harbour:

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(!) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AYP)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS NASHVILLE (CL) 

STRONG NICHOLS WARD CHEVALIER (DD) TREVOR (DM) CURTISS 
TANGIER (AV) HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) DIXIE (AD)

^3) At Noumea - INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS NORTH CAROLINA (BB) SARATOGA 
VICTORIOUS (CV) SAN DIEGO SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY WOODWORTH 
SMITH HOPKINS BUCHANAN FANNING CASE CRAVEN PATTERSON 
MAURY 3AUFL1Y SELFRIDGE DUNLAP RALPH TALBOT GRIDLEY 
CONVERSE PRINGLE (DD) PROMETHEUS (AR) WHITNEY(AD)

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - AMERICAN IE GIOiN (A?)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JASESTOWN NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL 

VIHEO (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) ORTOLAN (ASR) 
MENOMINEE (AT) STRATFORD (A?) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (33) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER 
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SANGAMON SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON
waller  p h il ip  r m s h a w  lang  w ilso n  conway (d d )
BALLARD (AV)

(8) At Wellington - TAYLOR (DD) TRACY (DM) GRSSCEN^ CITY (A3)
LIBRA (AK)

NAVAL INCIDENTS 

N I L .

ENEMY*8 PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation north coast New Guinea and 
East Indies Including aircraft reinforcement.

(2 ; Sporadic air raids on allied forward operational 
bases in S .W .p .A , and lines of communication.

(3j Increased activity in Northern Theatre.
(4) Intense submarine activity including transportation 

and offensive operations In aliL-ktheatres.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .
(JThT^., s . i . F X

21/5/43
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MOST SECRET

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART II 

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OP BATTLE

20/5/43

1. SOUTHWEST & SOUTH PACIFIC
ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific
Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks- 

Solomons

BB

CV

#
xcv

ACV

NORTH CAROLINA 
INDIANA 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MARYLAND 
C GLOHADO

SARATOGA
VICTORIOUS

CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SWA8KE&

MUTSU
NAGATO

ZUIEO

ft

CA AUSTRAL IA

CL

XCL 

DD

HOBART
ADELAIDE

Jt
a

ARUNTA
WARRJ&U1TGA
LE TRICMPHANT
Of3AKN0N
RADFORD
HELM
HENLEY
PERKINS
CONYNGHAM
MAHAN
STUART
VENDETTA
QUIBERON
NEPAL

HONOLULU
HELENA
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
LEANDER
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN

Approx 40

CHOKAI 
KUMANO 
SUZtJYA 

£ AO BA

AGANO (poss.Empire)
JINTSU
SENDAI
KATORI
KASHIMA
NAGARA
ISTJZU
KINU
KUMA

Approx 30

* Non-effective



Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

DRUM
GUARBFISH 

PETO

ALBACGRE 
GATO
GRAYBACK 
ORBEBLIKO 
GROUPER 
GROWLER 
SCAMP 

T UNA

South Paeific

S.SI 
At Brisbane

On Patrol

K.9 At Sydney

AV/CVS

4fcv/xCVS 

FT

apa / a h )/aka

AS or XAS 

AB

AR

25

H.T.ALLEN 
MANOORA 

x WESTRALIA 
x  KAN ISffiLA
*  BROOKS 

GILMER 
SANDS 
HUMPHREYS

PULTON

DOBBIN

RIGEL
VESTAL

^^IRCRAPT (N,P.Area Only)

Fighters 
M/Bombers 
SE/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Flaatplanes 
Transport A/C

CURTISS
TANGIER

Approx 30

10 APA
11 AED

6 AKA

DIXIE
WHITNEY

PROMETHEUS

Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks*
Solomons

App? ox 30

CHITOSE 
AKITSUSHIMA

5

?

3 or more 

?

227
162
40

6
53
19

X  Non-effective



-4 2, CENTRAL PACIFIC
ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

BB

•

WASHINGTON
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA
WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

YAMATO
MUSASHI
ISE
FU30
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA
KONGO
HARUNA

CV 3NTERPRISB ZUTKAKU
SHOKAKU
BOSHO (Training Ship)

xcv LONG ISLAND HAYATAKA
EITAKA
KYUHO

ACV NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAHEE

CEUYO
UNYO

LOUISVILLE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA 
NEW ORLEANS 
PORTLAND 
INDIANAP OLIS 

x SjL T LAKE CITY
*  MINNEAPOLIS
*  PENSfiCCLA

ATAGO 
TAKA 0 
HAGURO 
TONE 

TIKUMA

OCA - 3

CL RALEIGH
DETROIT

ABUKUMA

XCL - 4

AV/CVS 

XAV/XCVS

m

K i /x A S

?

?

App1 ox 20 

Approx 40 

?

NISSHIN

2

Approx 24 

Approx 25

2

3 . NORTHERN PACIFIC

CA - NACHI
1 unidentified

CL COHCCRD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

TAMA
KISO

XCL - 2

XAV/XCVS - 1

*
10 9

S3 10 Approx 15

»  Non-effective



. * r 4» EAST INDIES - INDIAN OCEAN

a l l ie d  forces
ENEMY FORGES

Southreat Pacific 
(Western Section)

Eastern Fleet Area East Indies-Philippines

CV

ACV

CA

CL

#

XCL

Av/cva

XAV/XCVS

DD

SS

AS or XAS

*

X

WARS PI TE 
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

4 ILLUSTRIOUS

StiUBfct -

SJ 3 SEX 
*HOTIN3 
•FROBISHER

VAN HEEMSKERK MAURITIUS
TROMP

CHILDS
HERON
A1. B. PRESTON

uAlIBIA 
KENYA 
CERES 
DSUNTIE SS 
CAPETOWN 
DURBAN 
CARADQC

4 ALA UNI A
CARTHAGE
CEITRAL
RANPURA
RANCHI
WO RCESTERSHIRE 

ALBATROSS

TJERK HIDDES 
VAN GALEN

GAR
GRAYLING
GRENADIER
TAMBOR
TAUTOG
THRESHER

Approx 27

On Patrol

At San outh Gulf 

At Fremantle

PELIAS ?

TROUT

K.12

AIRCRAFT (N.W.Area Cnl£)

Fighters 
M/Bombers 
Flying Boats

#
oatplanes 
ansport A/C

No recent intelligence 
Present location uncertain#

OTAKA 

ASHIGARA

KASHII
01
KITAGAMI

*  NATORI

KAMCI
*  NOTCRO

1

12

10

143
125

12
28
31

*  Non-effective



C . O . T . C .

GENERAL HEADQU AR TERS 

SOU TH  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA  

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY N AVAL SUMMARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 4 25  Date: 22nd May, 1943

P A R T  I .

A* SOUTH WEST PACIFIC A HE A 

1. WORTH EASTERN AREA

(3.) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/22:

(1) "SC .731" escorting "PULGANBAR" departed Port Moresby 0903/21
for Milne Bay ETA 1500/22.

(2) "WHYALLA" "STELLA" surveying.
(3) "SUMNER" "SC .745" "SC .749" surveying Deboyne Is . area.
{4) "SC .750" escorting "E .R .S U L "  departed Port Moresby 1703/20 for 

Townsville ETA 0100/23.
(5) "KATOOMBA" escorting "HIM 1 ON R.HELPER" departed Milne Bay 1424/21

for Townsville,
(6) "SC .738" departed Milne Bay 2105/19 for Townsville ETA 1700/23.
(7) "PC.1121" escorting Convoy FC10 ("CREMER" "JAPARA") departed Milne

Bay 1230/20 for Cairns ETA 1400/22.
(8) "WARREGG" departed Thursday Island 0745/21 for Townsville#
(9 )  "YMS.10 YMS.47 YMS.48 YMS.70 were to depart Cairns 0630/22 to

carry out m/ s duties. To return Cairns p.m. 23/5 to 
refuel. To continue sweeping operations 0630/24.

(10) "GEELONG" escorting Convoy TS32 ("REIJNST" "MATTHEW FLINDERS"
"ALLARA" "J’AMES COOK" "DUNDULA” ) from Percy Islands to 
Brisbane.

___* (11) "ECffUCA" escorting Convoy TS33 ("VAN HEUTSZ" "ASPASIA NOMIKOS")
departed Townsville 1646/21 for Brisbane ETA 1100/24. .

(12) "YP.280" departed Caloundra 2051/19 for Townsville ETA p.m. 22 /5 .
(13) "VENDETTA" "GOULBURN" "SC .648" escorting Convoy BT61 ("W.E.CANNING*

"H.DEARBORN" "VAN SPILBERGEN" " BALIKPAPANw "PAEUD" "SUVA") 
departed Brisbane 1300/21. "VENDETTA" to part company 
vicinity Lady Elliot Island, "GOULBURN" "SC .648" to part 
company vicinity Percy Islands and return Brisbane,

(14) "GYMPIE" was to depart Brisbane 1100/22 to RV with 8 LCT*s at
Caloundra 1600/22 and escort to Townsville ETA 1600/l June.

(15) 7 submarines on patrol,

(b ) In Harbour:

Milne Be$ - Warships & Aux. - "BOWEN" "SHEPPARTON" "30 ,746"
"YP.291" "POLARIS" "HILO" 15 PTs 

Merchant Vessels* "VAN 3W0LL" "ANHUI" "ARTHUR RIGGS"
- "EMPIRE HAMBLE" "THEDENS" "KEY

PITMAN"
Small Craft - Approx 50 

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - "SC ,732 HDML.1074 HDML.1161
Merchant Vessels: "JOHN WHITTAKER" "MANGOLA" "AROONA"

"CITY OF FORT WORTH" "JUNIPERA 
SIERRA"

Small Craft - Approx 20

- 1 -



Thursday Is, 

Cairns 

Cid Harbour 

Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane

(Repairing,

Aux.

Aux.

- Warships &

- Warships &

- Warships &

- Warships & Aux*

- Warships &
- slteirshlps &

"RIGEL* 
YP.233 
YMS * 53 
SC.981 

Trials etc.)

- wWILCAIIRIA1, "CA3TL3MAINE" "LATROBE" 
"TULSA" YMS. 9 YMS.49 YMS. 50
YP.236 12 PTs

- "WAGGA" ''PLATYPUS" ML.426 ML.817 
YMS.10 YMS.47 YMS.43 YMS.70
2 PTs refitting 

Aux. - "AUSTRALIA” "HOBART" "MAHAN" "£x 
"PERKINS" "WARKAMUNGA" "FLUSSER" 
"DRAYTON" "MEHKUR""AASE MAERSK"

- "ARUNTA" "SAKE»5m "HUMPHREYS" 
"KAPUNBA" "BUNSUHY" "30*747" 
"YUNNAS" {ASIS) 8 LST»s

- "hockhampton"
- »GILMBS" "PIRI3" "BROOME" "PULTON" 

BH.T.ALLEN" 8 LST's rPOYANG* (ASIS)
YMS.8 YMS.11 YMS.46 YMS.51 YMS.52 
YMS.71 SC.698 SC.740 SC.741 SC.744 
ML.424 ML.425 KURUMBA 

- !,LITKG0T1F" "VICTORIA"

Aux.
Aux.

(c) Pro r osed Movements:

(1) "BROOMS" escorting "MOBILFUEL" to depart Caloundra 053C/23.
"BROCME" to part company position 26 53*S 157^25fE 
and proceed Sydney.

(il) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Shortlaods - Recce 1015./21 sighted 8 vessels including one 
— possible cruiser, two destroyers, one corvette, two large 

and two small merchant vessels. Photos which were taken a 
few minutes earlier covered one medium sized ship dead in 
the water and listing heavily to one si de off Kahili. 
vessel was probably included in the visual sightings. The 
last air attacks on shipping in the base were made on 13th,
14th and 15th May, and in each attack a merchant vessel was

reported hit. . ■,
I’hree Liberators bombed Sail ale and Kanj.ll shortly 

after midnight 20-21/5. One direct hit was scored on a 
searchlight at Kahili.

(2 ) Rouecainville Island - It is reported 21/5 that 500 Japanese^
— were disposed between Baniu Harbour and Teopasino. Considerable 

barge and small craft activity has been reported recently along 
the north eastern Bougainville coast apparently concerned with 
the ferrying of supplies to the Japanese garrisons.

(3) Solomons Aircraft - Photos morning 21/5 feveal - 
 lahiTI----  - 15 fighters, 1 dive -bobber

Ballele - 3 fighters, 9 medium bobbers
7?aisi - 22 floatplanes

(4) Kavieng - Further information reveals that the tanker reported
STimaged and with a huge oil slick at the stern, which was 
sighted 103c/l9, was not in Steffen Strait but in Silver 
Sound close in the western share of Msnne Island* The xnown 
wreck in Silver Sound is considerably to the westward of this

point* _
(5) New Hanover - An enemy vessel described as of 5,000 tons,

dirty cream colour asct with an Indistinct cross on the sx>p but 
no red crosses on the side nor 8ny other distinctive hospital 
ship markings was sighted 36 miles S .S . V.. of Cape Mafcanalem 
1200/19. Three bomb^ere dropped without result, and the 
attack was not pressed because of doUbt as to the character 

of the vessel.
(6) Rabaul - 21 large ships and 50 small harbour craAt were sighted 

— TnTiabaul Harbour at 1015/21. Photos which gave only partial
coverage included a light cruiser and four destroyers.

First complete phobo coverage of the new strip In the 
vicinity of Atallklikun Bay shows that the clearing is 6000 
feet in length and 5 revetments are under construction.
Several motor transports are visible*

(7) Wewak - An aircraft reported sighting 4 cargo vessels of 500 tons
each in Wewak Harbour. Photos reveal 1 sub.chaser, one 500 ^on 
merchant vessel, 6 launches and 74 barges in frewak Barbourj one 
coaster and 13 barges in But Harbour and 10 barges in Eoram

Harbour.
- 2 -



Aerodromes
Wewak - 87 fighters
Boram - 8 fighters, 2 medium bombers, 11 light

bombers, new revetments 
But - 16 light bombers
Dagua - 12 fighters, 21 light bombers

(partial coverage)
(8) Alexlshafen - 3 B.25*s attacked 10 barges off Sek Island night

26/5 . FTVe were believed sinking after attack, and the other 
five, one of which was believed sinking, beached themselves,

(9) Cape Cretin - The same aircraft attacked and sank two loaded
barges ander tow of a power launch near Cape Cretin, and also 
scored hits on another barge which beached itself,

(10) Salamaua - Allied troops were compelled to withdraw from
Clssembon (700 yards S.W. by S. of Drong) at 1945/20 to a new 
defensive position 1|- miles W. by N, of S m . Cissembon. Enemy 
casualties were estimated at 50-60 and ours were two wounded, 
one missing.

Pour Beaufighters strafed enemy positions in this area 
1055-1110/21.

On 2 0/5 the enemy were reported to be occupying Gwaibolom 
(1 mile N.N.W. of Komiatum) In strength.

12 Lightnings engaged 15-20 enemy fighters over Lae- 
Salamaua area at 0910/21. 6  fighters were destroyed, 5 probably 

destroyed and 2 damaged.
(11) Wau - 9 Zero's which were escorting 8 medium bombers engaged 2

liberators near Wau 1010/20. Two Zero’ s were destroyed , one 
probably destroyed and two damaged.

(12) Lakekamu River - An unknown number of enemy aircraft unsuccessfully
attacked an allied landing barge in the Lakekamu River 10 miles 
S.W. of Bulldog (45 miles E. by N. of Reraffia) at 1015/20.

(13) Russell Islands - Cdr.3rd Fleet reports that enemy aircraft possibl;
may have mined, the approaches to the Russell Islands night 20th.

NORTH TESTERS AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to BOO/22:

(1) "IHVERELL* escorting "SIBIGO" "CARDROSS" towing ML.814,
"ALAGNA" tewing ASR launch "TONGAw, d eparted Thursday 
Island 0120/19 for Darwin 3TA 2230/22,

(2) 6 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour:

Darwin - ’arships & Aux. - ML.815
Merauke - Warships & Aux. - "SWAN”

Merchant Vessels: ’’BOTH”

(ii)  ENEMY FORCES

(1) Kaukenau-Kaimana Coast - It is reported 20/5 that alxty Japanese
departed on a week*s patrol from Wiasel Lakes to the coast.

(2) Kaimana -Five merchant vessels described as of 3000 tons each
and several landing barges or praus were sighted at Kaimana 
1045/21. There is no photographic confirmation.

SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/22:

<*> YP*286 departed Fremantle 1740/l8 for Exmouth Gulf was due 
a.m. 22/ 5 .

(2) "DUBBO" departed Gerald ton 1700/21 for Fremantla ETA 1700/22, 

**)



(3) "ADELAIDE" escorting "DOWSION MONARCH" to Fremantle.
"TROMP" departed Premantle 1821/21 to IW and 
provide a / s escort to Fremantle.

(b ) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "VAN GALEN" "VAN HEEMSKERK"
"TJ1RK BIDDES" "HORSHAM" "WALLAROO” "WHIPPOORWILL 
"OTUS” "CHILDS” "HERON®

Exmouth Gulf - Tar ships & Aux. - "W.B. PRESTON" "PELIAS" "LARK"
"CHANTICLEER" SC*73S SC.751 ISABEL"

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Ex south Gulf - At least two enemy aircraft were over Exmouth 
Gulf night 20-21/5. One bomb was dropped, but no damage 
sustained.

At 1944/20 there were indications of an enemy submarine 
near the entrance to Exmouth Gulf and further indications were 
received just inside the entrance to the Gulf at 1750/21,

4 . EASTERN Sc SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Ss a to 12 00/22:

(1) "SC ,742" escorting 2 APC's en route Noumea to Sydney ETA
26/5 ,

(2) "O ’BANNON" "RADFORD" "VESTAL" en route Espiritu Santo to Sidney
were due a.m. 22/tm

(3) "LE TRIOMPHANT* departed Sidney 0933/21 for Melbourne.
(4) "KALGOORLIE" "MCRE8BY" "YANKRA" "BEEALLA" escorting Convoy PC94

(16 M7) for Port Kembla, Sydney and Newcastle^DOOMBA" 
returning Melbourne with engine defect, "GLADSTONE" 
departed Jervis Bay 0900/21 to join convoy and provide 
additional escort to Melbourne.

(5) "TOWNSVILLE" "SINGERA" were to depart Sydney 1200/22 and proceed
to Newcastle with Newcastle section Convoy 0C94.

(b } In Harbour :

Sydney - Warships & lux. - "COHYNGHAM" "HENLEY" "HELM"
"BALLARAT" "FREMANTLE" "COOTAMUNDRA” "KYBRA" 
"GOLDSTAR" "COLAC" "0ILDURA" "WARRNAMBOOL" 
"DELORAINE" "BENDIGO’' "GLENELG" "MOUNT VERNON" (AP 
"WANG AN ELLA" (AH^ALSEY" 7 APC ML.428 ML.818 

(Repairing) "NEPAL" * STUART" "BROOKS" "ALHENA" "MANUNDA" (AH)
(On'Reserve) "WESTRALIA" "EANIMBLA"

Melbourne - Warshios & Aux. - "BUNDAEERG" "MANOORA” "ABRAHAM
"CRIJJ5SSEN"

(Refitting) "QUIBERON"
Geelong - Warships & Aux. - "BUNGAREE"

(c ) Proposed Movements?

m  "TOWNSVILLE" "BINGERA" escorting Convoy C095 to depart Newcastle 
0930/23, "WARRNAMBCOL “M iLDuS A" ML.428 ML.818 with 
Sydney section to depart Sydney 1400/23 and join 
Newcastle section off Sydney. ML’s to be detached 
0600/25 and to return to base at Eden.

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(1) H, LIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - THORUTON (AVD)



(2) At Espiritu Santo - HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS NASHVILLE (CL)
STRONG NICHOLS WARD CHEVALIER (DD) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) 
HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) DIXIE (AD)

(3) At Noumea - INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS NORTH CAROLINA (BB) SARATOGA
VICTORIOUS (CV) SAN DIEGO SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY WOODWORTH 
McCALL SMITE HOPKINS BUCHANAN FANNING CASS CRAVEN 
PATTERSON MAURY SAjFLEY SELFRIDGE DUNLAP RALPH TALBOT 
GRIDLEY CONVERSE PRINGLE (DD) PROMETHEUS (AR) WHITNEY(AD)

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - AMERICAN LEGION (A?) GWIN WATERS (DD) TREVER (DM)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN ^NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL

VIREO (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WAN DANK (YT) ORTOLAN (ASR) 
MENOMINEE (AT) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(?) At Vila - MARXIANS COLORADO (3B) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SANGAMON SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON 
WALLER PHILIP RENSHAW LANG WILSON CONWAY (DD)
BALLARD (AV)

(8) At Wellington - TAYLOR (DD) TRACY (DM) LIBRA (AK)

(1) Strong consolidation ncafch coast New Guinea and
East Indies Including aircraft reinforcement.

(2) Sporadic air raids on allied forward operational
bases in S .W ,P .A . and lines of communication*

(3) Increased activity in Northern Theatre,
(4) Intense submarine activity including transportation

and offensive operations In all theatres.

NAVAL INCID3NTS

N I L

ENEMY'S PROBABLE NEXT MOVESS

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C  
G .H .S ., S.W.PTA

22/5/43



MOST SECRET

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART II  

ALLIED & ENEMY EIDER OF BATTLE 

1 . SOUTHWEST k SOUTH PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES

21/5/43

ENEMY FORCES

Southweat Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific
Truk-Jalui t-Bi smarcks- 

Solomons

BB

CV

KORTE CAROLINA
INDIANA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

SARATOGA
VICTORIOUS

MUTSU 
HA GATO

2UIH0

CA AUSTRALIA

CL HOBART

CHENANGO
SANGAMON

SFVANNEE

HONOLULU
HELENA
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
LEANDER
C OL"JMB IA
CLEVELAND
MOMTPELLIER
D3NVER
SA23 DIE GO
SAN JUAN

CHOEAI 
EUMANO 
SUZUYA 

x AOBA

AGANO (poss.Empire)
JINTSU
SENDAI
EATORI
KA3KIMA
NAGARA
ISUZU
KXNU
m m .

XCL

DD ARUNTA
WARRiM UNGA
LE TRIOMPHJH T
O’BANNON
RADFORD
HELM
HENLEY
PERKINS
CONYNGHAM
MAHAN
STUART
VENDETTA
^UIBERON
NEPAL

Approx 40 Approx 30

x Non-effective



Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific Tiu k-JaL uit-Bismarcks- 

Solomons

*  Non-effective

- 2 -



2. CENTRAL PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCE'S

3B

,iU,

WASHINGTCN 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA
•tfEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

YAMATO
MUSASHI
ISS
FU3G
YAMASHIRO
HTUGA
KOVGC
HAfCUKA

CV ENTERPRISE ZOIKAKU
SHOK^U
HOSHO (Training Ship)

xcv LONG ISLAND HA 2A TAKA
EITAXA
RYDHO

ACV NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAHEE

CHUYO
UJGO

i 
IS LOUISVILLE 

SAN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA 
NEW ORLEANS 
PORTLAND 
INDIANAPOLIS 

X SALT LAKE CITY 
x MINNEAPOLIS 
x PENSACOLA

ATAGO
TAEAO
HAGURO
TOfc"E
TIUJMA

OCA - 3 ft

CL RALEIGH
DETROIT

ABUKUMA

XCL - 4

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

?

<*

NIS3HIN

2

DD Approx 20 Approx 24

SS Approx 40 Approx 25

AS/XAS ? 2

3 . NORTHERN PACIFIC

CA - NACHI
1 unidentified

CL CONCORD
TRENT®
RICHMOND

TAMA
£130

XCL - 2

XAV/XCVS - 1

DD 10 9

_SS 10 Approx 15

3i Non-effective

- 3 -

•



4 r EAST IBDIES-INDIAN OCEAN
ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
(Western Section)

Eastern Fleet Area East Inflies-Philippinea

BE

CV

ACV

CA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

SS

ADELAIDE
VAN HEEMSKERK 
TROMP

CHILDS
HERON
W, B* PRESTON

TJERK HIDDE3 
VAN GALEN

GAR
GRAYLING
GRENADIER

WARSPITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

4 ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX
*  HAWKINS
*  FROBISHER

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
KENYA
CERES
DAUNTLE SS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
CARADOC

4 ALAURIA 
CARTHAGE 
CHITRAL 
RAN PC RA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

ALBATROSS

Approx 27

TAMBOR
TAUTOGr
THEESHER

On Patrol

TROUT At Exmouth Gulf

K .12 At Fremantle

AS or XAS PELIAS ?

AIRCRAFT (N.I.Area Only)

Fighters
M/Boffltoers
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport A/C

4 No recent intelligence.
—  Present location uncertain.

OTAXA

KASHII
01
KITAGAMI

* NATORI

KAMO I
*  NOTORO

1

12

10

143
125

12
28
31

jt Non-effective
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British —  M O ST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL H EADQU AR TERS  

SO U T H  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY N AVAL SUMMARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 426 Date: 23rd May, 1943.

P A R T  I .

A. SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

1. NORTH EASTERN ARM
(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/231

(1) "WHYALLA" "STELIA" surveying.
(2) "SUMNER" "SC .745" "SC .749" surveying Deboyne Is. area.
(3) nK M 00MBA" escorting "HINTON R. HELPER" departed Milne Bay 

1424/2L for Townsville .
(4) "SC .732" escorting "MAKGOLA" departed Port Moresby 0833/22 

for Cairns. ETA Cairns 1100/24.
(5) "WARREGO" departed Thursday Island 0745/21 for Townsville.

ETA 1300/23.
(6) "YMS.1Q" "YMS.47" "YMS.48" "YMS.70" departed Cairns 0630/22 

to carry out l /s  duties. To return Cairns p.m. 23 /5  to 
refuel. To continue sweeping operations 0630/24.

(7) "GEELONG" escorting Convoy TS32("REIJNST" "MATTHEW FLINDERS" 
"ALLARA" "JAMES COOK" "DUNDUIA ")  from Percy Islands to 
Brisbane.

(8) "ECHUCA" escorting ConvoyTS33 ("VAN HEUTSZ" "ASPASIA NOMIKOS") 
departed Townsville 16 4 6 /a  for Brisbane ETA 1100/24.

(9) "YP.280" departed CdL oundra 205l/l9 for Townsville ETA p .m .22/5.
(10) "VENDETTA" "GOULBURN" "SC .648" escorting Convoy BT61 "W.E.CANNING" 

"H.DEARBORN" "VAN SPILBERGEN" " BALIKPAPAN* ‘irEASUD" "SUVA") 
departed Brisbane 1300/21. "VENDETTA" to part company 
vicinity Lac$r Elliott Island. "GOULBURN" "SC .648" to part 
company vicinity Percy Islands and return Brisbane.

(11) "WAGGA" "BUNBURY" "SC .747" escorting Convoy TN96 (portion (a)
"VAN DEN BOSCH" "ADMIRAL CHASE" ‘"WILLIAM M. MEREDITH" for 
Port Moresby: portion (b) "WILLIAM B. ALISON" "JOSEPH 
HOLT" "EDMUND RANDOLPH" for Milne Bay) from Fitzroy Island. 
Convoy to split at position 11°50* S. 147°55» E . ETA. 
1900/24. "WAGGA" to escort portion (a) to Port Moresby 
ETA 1100/25. "BUNBURY" "SC .747” to escort portion (b) to 
Milne Bay ETA 14 00/25.

(12) "GYMPIE" departed Brisbane 1533/22 to RV with 8 LCT’ s at 
Caloundra 1600/22 aid escort to Townsvilib ETA 0600/29. 
"GYMPIE" to detach In Gt. Sandy Strait and return Brisbane. 
LCT’ s ETA Cairns 1600A June.

(13) "BROOME" escorting "MOBILFUEL" departed Caloundra 0530/23.
"BROOMS" to part company position 26°58' S. 157°25 ?E . and 
proceed Sydney. "MOBILFUEL" en route San Pedro ETA 32/6 . 
"BROOME" ETA Sydney 2330/25.

(14) 7 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbours

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. "B08JEN"
Merchant Vessels "THEDENS".
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Milne Bay

%

Thursday la. - 

Cairns

Cid Barbour - 

Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane

'v
y

War ships & Aux. "SHSFPARTOK* ” 3C.746* "SC .731" 
"YP.291”  ̂POLARIS” "HILO” 15 PTs. 

Merohant Vessels: "VAN SWOLI/ "ANHUI1 "ARTHUR 
RIGGS” "EMPIRE RAMBLE** PULGMBAR”
"KEY PITMAN”

Small Craft: Approx, 50*
Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. HDML.1074 HDML .1 161

Merchant Vessels: "JOHN WHITTAKER” ARQONA 
"CITY OF FORT WORTH7* "JUNIPERA 
SIERRA” .

Small Craft: Aporox. 320.
Warships & Aux. "7?ILCANNIA” ■CASTLEMAINE1’ 
"LATROBB” "TULSA" YMS*9 YMS.49 YMS.50 
YP.236 12 PTs.
War ships & Aux* "PLATYPUS" ML.426 1C.817 
PC *1121 2 PTs refitting.
Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "HOBART” 

"WARRAMUNGA,, ”AKUNTA"  ̂MAHAN”
"PERKII©” RPLUSSER” "DRAYTON"
"MERKUR” ”AASE MAER3K”

Warships & Aux. "SANDS" 3HUMPHREY3" ”SC.750"
" SC.738" "Eff’ UNDA” "YDG2n "YUNNAN” 
(ASIS) 8 LST1 s .

War* ships & Aux. "ROC KHAM PT ON”
Warships & Aux. ”GILMER” "PIRIE” "BROOME”

"FULTON" "RICrEL” ”E.T.ALLEN" 8 LST’ s 
"PaYAE*" (ASIS) YP.233 YMS.8 YMS.ll 
YMS*46 YMS.51 YMS*52 YMS.53 YMS.71 
SC.698 SC.740 SC.741 SC.744 SC .981 
ML.424 ML.425 KURUJffiA.

(Repairing, Trials etc.) - rtLITEGOW" "VICTORIA".

(o') Proposed Movements:

(1) SC.648 to arrive Gladstone 0800/24 and escort "W.E.CHANNING" 
to Percy Island, returning Brisbane on completion.

(il) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Russell Islands -Cdr. 3rd Fleet reports no evidence to date
EE&l the approaches to Russell Islands have in fact been 
mined. The possibility of enemy mining in this area was
reported yesterday 22/S,

(2) Shortiands - Reconnaissance 1020/22 sighted in Buin-Faisi area.
3 cargo vessels off Kahili
2 destroyers under way possibly arriving via Vougainville

(3) Buka Passage area - One destroyer and 2 small transports were
reported heading south from Buka Passage via W* coast 
Bougainville either p.m. 2L./5 or a.m. 22 /5 . ^

At 1000/22, reconnaissance sighted a tanker 
and 1 small unidentified type vessel 10 miles south of the 
western end of the passage.

(4) Solomons Aircraft - Photos approximately 1015/22 reveal :

Buka - 9“ m7b 3 F .
Kahili - 1 D/B 18 F /
Ballale- 11 M/B 3 F.
Munda )
Vila ) Not covered.
Falsi 15 F/P.

20 m/ b , 1 d / b , 24 F . 15 ? /P  Total 60 aircraft.

9 M/B departed Buka 0716/22 heading 3E. Possibly on Pft£Ol 
flights and additional to the above figures. S enemy M/B 
were encountered over Central Solomons between 0735 and 
1015/22 by our reconnaissance airftraft, and one was shot 
down south of Rendova Island.
Aircraft numbers have >̂een fairly constant on these 
aerodromes now for some dajB , but the number of fighters 
based at Kahili appears to have been reduced since the 
beginning of May, when approximately 40 were usually present.

seular appear s t a n c e  of Bombers at BaUale Is a recent

?
be r e —  
loaturS* -2-



■ (5) Rafrsml - Photos 1050/22 show no material change in shipping
present, although the harbour is partially obscured by cloud. 
The ’’lUBARI9 class light cruiser is still there, having been 
visible in all photos taken since 50 /4 . Other vessels 
visible include 5 destroyers, 5 submarines (IncludLng 4 
probably R0.100 class) 5 sub-chasers, 2 destroyer* tenders,
21 merchant vessels, totalling some 102,000 tons including 
one 14,000 ton "SHIRETOKOB class tanker.

Coverage of aerodromes at the same time reveals :- 
Lakunal - 27 S/S/Fighters 26 t/ e  fighters (partially 

obscured by cloud)
Rapjpo - 5 S/3/?igbters, 4 L /B f 35 M/B. 
tn Harbour - 19 p / p #

Total s 32 S/S/Pighfcers, 26 T/E  Fighters, 4 l /b , 35 m/b 
19 P/P - 3SAKD TOTAL 116,

The new aerodrome at Ataliklikun Bay has been named 
"KERA^T".

(6) Cape Orford - One submarine was sighted off Cape Orford 
proceeding 3, at 1552/21, and another proceeding If, at 
0715/22.

Examination of reports from this source Indicates 
that or. every occasion tbs sea area between Vitias Strait 
and Cape Orford Is covered during darkness hours on the 
Rabaul-Lae submarine 9SHUTTLE-.

(?) Oasmata - The aerodrome was bombed three times p.m. 2 i/5  by 
S' liberators, 1 Fortress and 1 Catalina respectively. The 
Liberators ftere intercepted at different times by 2 groups 
of Fighters comprising 5 or 6 and 12 to 15 aircraft, of 
vfclch 3 «er€ definitely destroyed and another probably*

A reconnaissance Forbress over Gasmata at 1345/22 
encountered 8 Seres without result. Photographs at this 
time show the runway Iso be rendered unserviceable by bomb 
craters*. ■> ,

(8) Rooke IslKid - A possible w/T Station was observed on a small 
island 2 mile s off S.E . coast a.m. 21/5 .

NORTH WESTERN AREA
(11} ALLIED FORCES 

(*) At Sea to 1200/2gf

(1) wINVESELLrt escorting ’’SIBIGO" ’’CAHDROSS” towing ML.B14,
f!ALAGNAB towing AS? launch pT0NGAB departed Thursday 
Island 0120/19 for Darwin ETA 2230/22.

(2) 6 submarines on patrol*

(b) In Harbouri

Darwin - Warships &  Aux*
Merauke -- Warships &■ Aux, ’’SWA^"

Merchant Vessels: *B0THb#

(ii )  EHEMY FGR0E3

(1) Nab ire - Photos taking during an attack a.m. 2L/& by 3
" Liberators show that the motor transport park is burnt 

out. No aircraft are apparently visible, but some 30 
motor vehicles a»s is  the air or aft revetments. There 
are srtill quantities of stores along the beach, and 
the runway has been further graded although the oiling 
has no t progressed*

(2) Kaimana - A 3-500 ton vessel was.sunk off the Jetty, when
f̂che waterfront area was attacked 1035/1053-22 by six 

Liberators, Several £ires were started near the jetty* 
Photos show 18 landing barges off Kaimana. 

Photographs OSOO/SL indicate that the strip at Utarom



{4 miles W* of Kaimana) is nofc yet serviceable, as isolated 
saplings are still standing, and there are two open drains 
tinder construction across the runway. These photos showed
2 barges off-shore near the strip.

(3) Watoebela Group (between Kal Island and Ceram) - a.m. 22/5, 8
to lo~Sraall craft were seen at floor Island (southern Watoe­
bela Group) and photos show a 70 ton vessel camouflaged with 
foliage, and 5 x 50 ft . barges off a village on the same 
island. About the same time, 3 motor launches were sighted 
at Koer Island (northwesternmost of Group). They were 
strafed, and 2 set on fire . It is recalled that on 9/5 a 
large number of barges were sighted at Geser (S.W. Ceram). 
Together with the above, this m&y indicate staging-in to 
Toeal In Kal Islands from Ceraa and Ambon.

(4) Arafura Sea - A Hudson sighted an enemy float plane, probably
on normal reconnaissance, at 0610/22, 115 mile a N* by W* 
of Cape Weasel,

SOUTH WESTERN AREA
(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/25i

(1) "ADELAIDE” "TROHP" escorting "DOMINION MONARCH” to Premantle.
(2) "VAN HEEMSEERCK" en route to Exmouth Gulf.
(3) YP.286 departed Fremantle 1740/lS for Exmouth Gulf was due

a.m. 22 /5 .

(b) In Harbour

Fremantle - Warships k Aux, - "VAN GALEN" nDT3BS0”. "TJERK HIDDES"
"HORSHAM" "WALLAROO" "WHIPPOORWILL" "OTUS" 
"CHILDS" "HERON"

Esmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "W.3 . PRESTON" "PELIAS" "LARK"
"CHANTICLEER" SC.739 SC.751 "ISABEL".

(ii) ENEMY FOR OS 3

(1) Esmouth Gulf? Three unidentified type enemy aircraft were 
over Exmouth Gulf at 2305/21. Nine bombs were dropped 
harmlessly in the sea. Boomerangs intercepted, and one pilot 
reported that the enemy aircraft were twin-engined type.

EASTERN Sc SOUTHERN AREA

(i) iLITED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/23.

(1) "30 .742 " escorting 2 APC’ s en route Noumea to Sydney ETA 26/5 ,
(2) "TOWNSVILLE" "BINGERA" escorting Convoy 0095 were to depart

Newcastle 0930/23. "WARRNAMBOOL” "MILDUR4" ML.428 ML.818 
with Sydney section to depart Sydney 1400/23 and join 
Newcastle section off SycSaey, ML's to be detached 0600/25 
and to return to base at Eden, "BUNDABERG" to join escorts 
and return with 0C95 and "BIN3SRA" to continue to Port 
Philin Heads.

(3) "CONYNGHAM" departed Sydney 0717/22 to RV with "MIZ1R" in
position 33 S. 160° E. at 1130/33 and escort to Sydney,

(4) "DELORAINE" "MORESBY" "KALGQORLIE" "YANDRA" and Y .M .S .72"
escorting G .P .52 (8 m .v’s) were to depart Sydney 0900/23 
en route Brisbane.

(5) "PING WO" to depart Port Stephens 0700/24 from Sydney.
ETD Sydney 1900/24,

(6) "COOTAMUNDRA" and "FREMANTLE" dep. Sydney 0600/22 for working
up exercises in Broken Bay,

-4-



Sydney
(to) In Harbour: ..............

" "Wirihfps & Aux, hEEEALLA ”HENLEY "HELM"
"O ’BANNA B1* "RADFORD** VESTAL" "BALL ARJ0? " 
'•FYHRA0 "GLADSTONE" "GOLDSTAR11 "COIAC" 
"MILDURA* HWARRSAKBDDL " "BENDIGO" "GLENELG" 
"MOUNT VERNON” (A?) SANELLA" (AH) 
"ALSEY" 7 APC ML*428 ML.818 
"NEPAL" uSTUART9 "BROCKS* "ALPENA* 
"MANUNDA* (AH)

, v, “WE STR^L XA " "KA HIKESiA *
- Warships & Aux. " B U M B M "  "MANOORA" "ABRAHAM 

CRIJN3SEN" nLE IKJOMPHANT"
(Refitting) "gjIESHOff* '

Geelong - Warships & Aux. - "BUNOARFi .

(il) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Sydney Area - At 0241/22, there were fixes Of an enemy
suDffiErTrie within 100 tailes of position 32°30f S. 154°B* 
(approx. 95 miles E .K .E . of Port Stephen) indicating 
that at lead; on© submarine is still operating in the 
Eastern Australian waters.

(Repairing)

(On Reserve) 
Melbourne

B* SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanlkoro - THOBNTON (AVD)
IS) At Espiritu Santo - HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS NASHVILLE (CL)

STRONG NICHOLS WARD CHEVALIER (DD) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) 
HUNTER LIGGETT (A?) DIXIE (AI)

13) At Noumea - INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS NORTH CAROLINA (BB) SARATOGA 
VICTORIOUS (SV) Sit? DIEGO Sm  JUAN (Cl ) KILTY WOODWORTH 
McCALL SMITH HOPKINS BUCHANAN PANNING CASE CRAVEN 
PATTERSON MAURY SAUPLY SELFRIDGS DUNLAP RALPH TALBOT 
GRID1EY CO INVERSE PRINGLE (DD) PROMCTUEUS (AR) WHITNEY (AD)

(4) At Suva - CATwLPA (YN) SQMOMA (AT)
(5) At Saiaoa - AMERICAN LEGION (AP) ©SIN WATERS (DD) TREVER (DM)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN NIAGARA {PC) BOBOLINK RAIL

VIREO (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN’ WANDARK (YT) ORTOLAN (ASR) 
SEHOMINES (AT) STRATFORD (AP* PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) At Vila - MAHTLAND COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA CLEVFLAUD DENVER
MONTPELLIER <CL) CHENANGO SANGAKON SUfAJtN&l (ACV) EATON 
WALLER PHILIP REN3HAJf LANG WILSON CONWAY (DD) BALLARD 
(AV) , ,

(8) At Wellington - TAYLOR (DD) TRACY (DM) LIBRA (AK)

NAVAL INCIDENTS 

N I L

ENEMY*S PROVABLE NEST MOVE

(1) Strong consolidation north coast New Guinea and East Indies 
including aircraft reinforoernent,

(2} Sporadic air raids on allied forward Operational bases in
S.W. P.A. and lines of communication.

(3) Increased activity in Northern Theatre.
(4) Intense submarine activity including transportation and 

offensive operations in all/^li^atres. - ,]

IRSCTGR C .O .I .C . 
G .E .Q .» S.W .P.A.

23/5/43.
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MOST SECRET

DULY NATAL SUMMARY 

PART II

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE

1. SOUTHWEST & SOUTH PACIFIC
ALLIED F0RC2S

28/5/43

ENEMY P ORCES

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific
Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcka- 

Solomons

EB

CV

^ P L

ACV

CA

CL

DD

AUSTRALIA

HOBART

x
X.

ARUNTA
WARRAMUHGA
LE TRIOMPHANT
O ’BANNCN
RADFORD
fffiLM
HENLEY
PERKINS
COKYNGHAM
MAKAN
STUART
VENDETTA
QUIBERON
NEPAL

NORTH CAROLINA 
INDIANA
MASSACHUSETTS 
MARYLAND 
COL® ADO

SARATOGA
VICTORIOUS

CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE

HONOLULU 
HELENA 
ST.LOUIS 
NASHVILLE 
LSANDER 
COLUMBIA 
C£E V ELAND 
MONTPELLIER 
DENVER 
SAN DIEGO 
3m  JUAN

App* OX 40

MUTSTT
NAGATO

ZUIHO

CHOKAI 
EUMANO 
3U2EA 

x AOBA

AGANO (poss.Empire)
JINTSU
SENDAI
EATORI
KASHIMA
NAGARA
ISUZU
KINU
KUMA

Approx 30

x Non-effective



Southest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific Truk-Jalult-Bismarcks- 
Solomons
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# ' ALLIED FORCES
CENTRAL PACIFIC

BB

CV

xcv

ACV

OCA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

•
AS/XAS

Washington

IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA
WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

ENTERPRISE

LONG ISLAND

NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAHEE

LOUISVILLE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA 
NEW ORIFANS 
PORTLAND 
INDIANAPOLIS 

x SALT LAKE CITY
*  MINNEAPOLIS
*  PENSACOLA

EAL3IGH
DETROIT

?

9

Approx 20 

Approx 40

9

*

YAMATO
MUSASHI 

ISE 
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
H1TJGA
KONGO

HARUNA

ENEMY FORCES

ZUIKAKU
SHOKAKU
HOSHO (Training Ship)

HAYATAKA
HITAKA
RYUHO

CEUYO
UNYO

ATAGC
TAKAO
HAGURO
TONE
TIKUMA

3

ABUKUMA

4

NISSHIN

2

Approx 24 

Approx 25 

2

3. NORTHERN PACIFIC

CA

CL

XCL

XAV/XCVS

•
SS

CONCORD 
TRENT OM 
RICHMOND

10

10

NACHI
1 unidentified
TAMA
KISO

2

1

9

Apjr ox 35

x Ncn-ef fective



4. EAST IRBIES - INDIAN OCEAN
ALLIED FORCES ENEMY F ORCES

fwestern^Action) Eastern Fleet Area East Indiea•Philippines

CV

ACV

CA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

SS

AS or XAS

ADELAIDE
VAN HEEMSKERK
TROMP

CHILDS
HERON
W.B. PRESTON

TJERK HIDDSSX 
VAN GALIN

WAR SPITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

ff ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX 
*  HAWKINS 
x FROBISHER

MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA 
KENYA 
CERES 
DAUNTLESS 
CAPETOWN 
DURBAN 
CARADCC

d ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE 
CHITttAL 
RANPURA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

ALBATROSS

Appt* ox 27

GAR
GRAYLING
GRENADIER
TAMBOR
TAUTOG
THRESHER

)
)

j On Patrol

)
)

TROUT At Exmouth Gulf 

K.12 At Fremantle

PEI IAS ?

AIRCRAFT (N.W.Area Only)

F ilte rs  
M/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport a / c

No recent intelligence. 
Present location uncertain.

OTAKA

KASHII
01
KITAGAMI 

x NATORI

KAMOI 
*  NOTORO

1

12

10

143
125

12
28
31

x Non-effective
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British —  M OST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQU AR TERS  

SO U T H  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA  

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY N AVAL SUMMARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 4 2 7 Date: 2 4 th May, 1943

P A R T  I.

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

1. NOKT? EASTERN AREA

( i ) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 1200/24:

(1) "SC .746" escorting "ANHUI" departed Milne Bay 12 27/23 for Oro
Bay ETA 1400/24,

(2) "WHY&LLA" "STELLA” surveying.
(3) "SUMNER" "SC .746" "SC .749" surveying Deboyne Is. area.
(4) "YP .291" departed Milne Bay 1858/22 for Port Moresby ETA 0900/24.
(5) "SC .732" escorting "MANGOLA" departed Port Moresby 0833/22 for

Cairns, ETA 1100/24.
(6) "YMS.lO" "IMS.47" "YMS.48" "YMS.70" departed Cairns 0630/22 to

carry out M/S duties.
(7) "ECHUCA" escorting Convoy TS33 ("VAN HEUTSZ" "ASPA3IA NOMIKOS")

departed Townsville 1646/21 for Brisbane was due 1100/24.
(8 )"VENDETTA" en route Brisbane after escort duty with Convoy BT61.
(9) "WAGGA" "BUNBURT" "SC.747" escorting Convoy TN96 - Portion (a)

"VAN DEN BOSCH" "ADMIRAL CHASEw ‘’WILLIAM M.MEREDITH" 
for Port Moresby; Portion (b) "WILLIAM B.ALLISON" "JOSEPH 
KOLT" for Milne Bay) - from Fitzroy Island. Convoy to 
split at position 11°50»S 147°55*E ETA 1900/24. "WAGGA" 
to escort portion (a) to Port a Moresby ETA 1100/25. 
"BUNBUar" "SC.747" to escort Portion (b) to Milne Bay 
ETA 1400/25.

(10) "SC .648" was to arrive Gladstone 0800/24 and escort "W.E.CHANNING"
to Percy Islands. "SC .648" to return Brisbane on 
completion.

(11) "GOULBURN" escorting Convoy BT61 ("H.DEARBORN" "VAN SPILBERGEN"
"BALIKPAPANn̂ lTSHfeTr̂ D V A n) departed Brisbane 1300/21. 
"GOULBURN" to part company vicinity Percy Islands and 
return Brisbane.

(12) "GYMPIE" escorting 8 LCT's from Caloundra to Townsville via Mackay
ETA 2359/25.

(13) "BROOME" escorting "MOBILFUEL" (for San Pedro) departed Caloundra
0530/23. "BROOME" to part company position 26 58fS 157° 
25*E and proceed Sydney. "MOBILFUEL" en route San Pedro. 
"BROOME" ETA Sydney 2330/25.

(14) " PC.1121" departed Cairns 0517/27 for Townsville.
(15) 8 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour:

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "BOWEN" " SHEPPAETON" "SC .731"
"POLARIS" "HILO" 15 PTs 

Merchant Vessels: "VAN SWOLL" "ARTHUR RIGGS" "EMPIRE
RAMBLE" "PULGANBAR" "KEY PITMAN" 

"THEDENS"
Small Craft - Approx 50 
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Port Moresby

Thursday Is.

Cairns 

Cid Harbour

Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane

- Warships k Aux. - HDML.1074 HDML.11S1 
Merchant Vessels* "JOHN WHITTAKER" "A.RGONA" 

"CITY OP FORT WORTH" "JUNIPERA SIERRA"
Small Craft 

- Warships &r Aux.

- Warships & Aux. -

Approx 20
"SWAB* "WILCAHNIA" "CASTLEMAINE" 
"LATSOBE" "TULSA" YMS. 9 YMS.49 
YMS.50 YP .236 12 PTs 

"KATOOMBA" "PLATYPUS" ML*426 
ML,817 2 PTs refitting

- Warships &  Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "HOBART" "WARRAMUNGA"
"ARUBTA" "MAHAN" "PERKI2TS""?LUSSEI 
"DRAYTON" "MERKUR" "AASE MA3RSK"

- Warships & Aux. - "SANDS" "HUMPHREYS" "WARREGO"
SC,738 SC,750 "KAPUNDA" YDG.2 

"YUNNAN" (ASIS) 8 LS? s YP.280
— "ROCKHAMPTON"
- "GILMER" "PIRIE” "FULTON" "RIGEL"
8 LSTs “POYANG" {ASIS) YP.233 YMS.l

YMS.51 YMS.52 YMS,53 YMS,71 
SC. 741 SC. 744 SC.748 SC. 981

- Warships & Aux.
- Warships & Aux.

"H.T.ALLEF"
YMS. 11 YMS. 46 
SC*698 SC*740
ML,424 ML.425 "KURUMBA"

(Repairing, Trials etc .) - "LITHGOW" “GEELONG" "VICTORIA"

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Choiseul - It is reported 23/5 that the Japanese have left
Bambatana Mission (middle of S.W. coast) where they were 
previously reported to be some 50-1C0 strong,

(2) N.5. Bougainville - Enemy patrols are reported, 23 /5 , to be
active from Tlnputz southward to Inus (two thirds of the 
way to NumaNuma), razing villages as reprisals against 
natives who are avoiding the Japanese.

(3) Kavieng - The aerodrome and shipping at Kavieng were attacked
ifrom 0330/23 until daylight by 4 Fortresses and one Liberator, 
Only one ship, described as 8,000 tons, was located off the 
wharf area and a near ralss scored thereon,

(4) Gazelle Peninsula - Two cargo ships of 6 ,000 tons were observed
off-shore on t|ie north coast of Gazelle Peninsula at 0548/23, 
by aircraft returning from Kaviang, indicating the dispersal 
of shipping from ,Simpsons Karbour.

Open Bay - A corvette was reported at 0545/23 in position 7 miles
5. V, of Ubill course 90° speed 15 knots.

(5)

(6) Cape Orford - Further evidence of the submarine "shuttle" from
Rabaul to Lae has been received*-

0720/23 - 1 submarine off Cape Orford course north 
1500/23 - 1 subna rlne off Cape Orford course 

At 0330/24, aircraft reported 2 ships, described as destroyers, 
in position 75 miles S .i , of Cape Or ford on course 45°. It is 
considered that these ships may be submarines as the time, 
position and course fit  in with sightings of northward bound 
submarines off Cape Orford on the regular "shuttled.

(7) Gasmata - The aerodrome was bombed 1317/22* by 4 Liberators which
encountered 10 enemy fighters. Two of these fighters were 
destroyed.

Reconnaissance at 1520/23 reported from observation 
from 2 ,000  feet that the bomb craters had been billed on the 
runway wbibh was serviceable.

(8) Cape Gloucester - Reconnaissance observations 1225/23 show both
runways to be serviceable,

(9) Lae - A ground report, 2224/23, states that enemy merchant vessels
were in Lae Harbour. No further detail or confirmation is as 
yet available,

(10) Wewak - Photos 1030/23 show one coaster and 77 barges including
T T arg e . 31 fighters are present on Wewak aerodrome* 26 light 
bombers and 4 mediufe bombers on Boraau

(11) Nassau Bay - Enemy villages and installations in the Nassau Bay
area were boiabed and strafed 0715-0810/23 by 4 Beauflghters 
and 5 Bostais* 40 native canoes on the beach were amongst 
other targets attacked.

(12) Port Moresby - Enemy aircraft, possibly only one, dropped a few
tombs on Fairfax Harbour near the causeway at 0130/24.



(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/24r 

(1) 6 submarines on patrol. *

O3 ) la Harbour;

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "INVERELL" ML.314 ML.815
Merchant Vessels: "SI3IG0" "CARDROSS" "ALAGNA"

( i 1) EWBiY FORCES

(1) Hendrik Is, - Three enemy bombers attacked the township
or Kimaan iweatern shore of Princess Marianne Strait) on 12/5* 
Some damage was suffered but no casualties,

Darrin Area - A single enemy reconnaissance plane was over the 
Darwin area at approximately 1000/23.

2. NORTH WESTERN AREA

3 , SOUTH' WESTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Q0/g4s

(J) ''ADELAIDE" "TROMP" escorting pD0MI0N MONARCH" to Fremantle,
(2) VAN HEEMSKERK" en route to Exmouth Gulf,
(3) "HERON” departed Geraldton 1011/23 for Exmouth Gulf ETA a.m. 25/5 .

(b) In H arbourt

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "VAN GALEN" "TJERK MDDES"
^DUBBO" ,rH0RSHAM" "WALLAROO" "WHIPPOORWILL" 
^OTDS" "CHILDS1

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "W.B.PRESTON" "PSLIAS" "LARK"
"CHANT ICLEEH" SC. 739 SS.751 "ISABEL" YP.286

4, EASTERN fc SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a ) At Sea to 1200/24;

<(

(1) "3C.742" escorting 2 APC's en route Noumea to Sydney ETA 26/5,
(2) dCONYNGHAM’' departed Sydney 0717/22 to RV with "MIZAR" in

portion  33°S 160°E at 1130/23 and escort bo Sydney,
(3) Convey C095 disbanded owing to weather and returned Sydney,
(4) "U sPAl ’’ departed Sydney 1130/23 for Melbourne.
'5 ) HCOOTAMIfJDRA" "FREMANTLE" departed Sydney 0600/22 for working 

up exercises in Broken Bay.
(6) "EELORAINS" "MORESBY" "EALSOGRLIE" "YANLRA" escorting Convoy 

GP52 (8 MV) departed Sydney 0928/23 ETA Caloundra
IToB/26.

(b) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "HENLEY" "HELM" ”0 ’ BAM ON"
"RADFORD" HVESTALn "BALLARAT" "BENALLA" "KYBRA" 
"GLADSTONE'* "GOLDSTAR" "COLAC" "MILDI®A" 
"WARHMMBOGL" "BENDIGO" "GIENELG" "TOWNSVILLE" 
"MOUNT VERNON" (AP) "WANGASELLA” (AH) "3INGERA" 
"ALSEY" 7 APC ML.428 ML.818 YMS.72 

(Repairing) "STUART" "BROOKS’1 "ALEENA" "MANUMDA" (A3)
(On Reserve) "WESTKALIA* "KANIMBLA"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "BUNDABERG" "MANOORA" "ABRAHAM
CRIJN3SEN" "DOOMBA"

(Refitting) "QUIBERON" "LE TRIOMPSANT"



Geelong - Warships t Aux. - "BUNGAREE*®

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - THORNTON (AVD) 
m  (2) At Espiritu Santo - HONOLULU HELENA 5?.LOUIS NASHVILLE (CL)

STRONG NICHOLS WARD CHEVALIER (DD) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) 
HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) DIXIE (AD) MACKINAC (AVP)

{3) At Noumea - INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS NORTH CAROLINA (BB) SARATOGA 
VICTORIOUS (CV) SAN DIEGO SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY WOODWORTH 
McCALL SMITH HOPKINS BUCHANAN FANNING CASE CRAVEN 
PATTERSON MAURY SAUFLEY SELFRIDGE DUNLAP RALPH TALBOT 
GRIDLEY PRINGLE DENT CUMMINGS 3AGLEY MUGFORD TALBOT{DI 
PRESIDENT HAYES PRES. JACKSON FEES.ADAMS (AP) PROMETHEUS(AR 
WHITNEY (AD)

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - AMERICAN LEGION {AP) GWIN WATERS (DD) TREVOR (DM)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMSSTOWE NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL

VIREO (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) ORTOLAN(ASR) 
SE!SfOMINEE (AT) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SANGAMON SUWANNEE(ACV) EATON 
CONVERSE WALLER PHILIP RENSHAW LANG WILSON CONWAY (DD 
BALLARD (AV)

(8) At Wellington - TAYLOR (DD) TRACY (DM) LIBRA (AK)

{ il ) ENEMY FORCES

(1) New Caledonia^- An enemy submarine was indicated within 100 
— mllea ol1' "H3S 16 8°E (90 miles E. by K« of Noumea) at 1817/23.

At 0325/24, MSTANVAC MANILA" was torpedoed In posi tlon 
23°441S 158°52'E  (approx 100 mile3 S. of Noumea) - see Naval 
Incidents.

(2) New Hebrides - An enemy subiE.rine was indicated within 250 miles 
— of 17US' 1S'5°E at 0456/22. This position is 150 miles W. by S.

of Malekula.

NAVAL INCIDENTS

Noumea - 11 STANVAC MANILArt (U.S.Tanker; 10 ,169 tons) reported 
— being toroedoed at 0325/24 in position 23°44'S 163°32 ,E 

(100 miles S. of Noumea). No further details are yet to 
hand.

"STANVAC MANILA1* was fully leaded and due Noumea 
24/5 from America *

ENEMY'S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Consolidation north coast New Guinea and East Indies
including aircraft reinforcement.

(2) Sporadic air raids on allied forward operational bases
in S .W .P .A . and lines of communication.

(3) Increased activity In Northern Theatre,
(4) Intense submarine activity including transportation and

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C . 
Q-.B.Q. t S .W .P .A .

24/5/43
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MOST SECRET

24/5/43

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART II  

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE 

1. SOUTHWEST & SOUTH PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

Truk-SfalMt-Bismarcks • 
Solomons

BB

_>CV

XCV

ACV

CA

CL

XCL

DD

AUSTRALIA

HOBART

ARUM?A
WARRAMUNGA
LE TRIOMPHANT
O ’BANEON
RADFORD
HELM
HENLEY
PERKINS
CONYNGHAM
MAHAN
STUART
VENDETTA
CJJ IBERON
NEPAL

NORTH CAROLINA
INDIANA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

SARATOGA
VICTORIOUS

CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE

MUTSU
NAGATO

HONOLULU
HELENA
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
LEANDER
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN

Approx 40

ZUIHO

CHOXAI
KUMANO
SUZUYA
AOBA

AGANO (poss,Empire)
2INTSU
SENDAI
KATORI
KASHIMA
NAGARA
ISTJZU
KINU
KUMA

Approx 30

3t Non-effective



Southwest Pacific 
{Eastern Section) South Pacific

Truk-Jalui t-Bismarcks- 
Solomons

SS

i;

DRUM ) S«31 
PETO ) At Brisbane

ALBACORE )
CATO )
GREEN!ING )
GROUPER )
GROWLER ) On Patrol 
GUARDFISH )
SCAMP )
TUNA )

Approx 30

K*9 At Sydney

AV/CVS - CURTISS
TANGIER

CHITOSE
AKITSUSHIMA

XAV/XCVS - 3 5

FT 25 Approx 30 ?

APA/APD/AKA H.T. ALLEN 
MANDORA 

Je WESTRALIA 
36 KANIMELA 
36 BROOKS 

GILMER 
SANDS 
HUMPHREYS

10 APA
11 APD 

6 AKA

AS or XAS FULTON 3 or more

AD DOBBIN DIXIE 
IE IT KEY ?

AR RIGEL
VESTAL

PROMETHEUS 2

AIRCRAFT (N.I.Area Only)

Fighters 
"ll/Bomber s 
SE/Bomber s 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport A/C

217
184
40
6

53
19

36 Non-effective
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. _> ’ 2. CENTRAL PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES

f

ENEMY FORCES

BB

 ̂ rV- • „ ■

WASHINGTON
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA
WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

YAMAIO
MUSASHI
I3E
PUSO
YAMASHIRO
HfUGA
KDNGO
HARUNA

CV ENTERPRISE ZUIKAKU
sso m u
HOSED (TrainingShip)

XCV LONG ISLAND x HAYATAKA 
HITAKA 
RYUHO

ACV NASSAU
ALIAMAHA
COFAHEE

CHUYO
TJNYO

*^CA LOUISVILLE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA 
HEW ORLEANS 
PORTLAND 
INDIANAPOLIS

*  SALT LAKE CITY 
x MINNEAPOLIS
*  PENSACOLA

ATAGO
TAKAO
HAGURO
TONE
TIKUIA

OCA - 3

CL RALEIGH
DETROIT

ABUKUMA

XCL - 4

AV/CVS ? NTS SHIN

XAV/XCVS ? 2

DD Approx 20 Approx 24

Approx 40 Approx 25

AS/XAS ? 2

3. NORTHERN PACIFIC

CA

CL GCSCORE 
TRENT OK 
RICHMOND

M C HI
1 unidentified
TAMA
El SO

XCE - 2

XAV/XCVS

DD 10

1

9

SS 10 Approx 15

■* Non-effective
-3-



*
✓

4. EAST INDIES - INDIAN OCEAN
a l l ie d  forces  enemy  forces

Southwest Pacific East Indies-
(Western Section) Eastern Fleet Area Philippines

.

CV

ACV

CA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

S3

AS or XAS 

AIRCRAFT

ADELAIDE
VAN HEEMSKERCK
TROMP

CHILDS
HERON
ff.B. PRESTON

TJERK HIDDES 
VAN GALEN

GAR )
GRAYLING 
GREKXBIER 
TAMBOR 
TAUTOG 
THRESHER

WARSPITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

4 ILLUSTRIOUS

SU3SEX 
K HAWKINS
*  FROBISHER

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
KENYA
C ^E S
DAUNTLESS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
CABADOC

4 ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE 
CBITRAL 
RANPURA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE 

tL BATROSS

?

Approx 27

On Patrol

TROUT 

K.12 

PEL IAS 

(N.W. Area Only)

At Exmouth Gulf 

At Fremantle

Fighters 
M/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport A/C

4 No recent intelligeroe
Present location uncertain.

OTAKA

KASHII 
01
KITAGAMI

*  NATORI

KAMOI 
x NOTORO

1

12

10

143
125

12
28
31

x Non-effective
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u. S. —  S E C R E T

C . O . I . C .

GENERAL HEADQU ARTERS 

SOU TH  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY N AVAL SUMMARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 428 Date: 25th May, 1943

\i\

P A R T  I .

A. SOUTH WEST P -CIFIC AREA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

9  (1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/25t

(1) "WHYALLA" surveying*
(2) "SUMNER" ”SC*745" "SC.749” surveying Deboyne la. area.
(3) "BOWEN* departed Milne Bay 1614/24 for Stephens I I  and ETA

0800/26. To escort "MAETSUYCKER” "ANDREW D.WHITE’' 
to Milne Bay#

" SHEPPARTON" departed Milne Bay 1116/24 for Cairns ETA 1200/26. 
"YMS.10" "YMS.47" "YMS.48" "YMS.70" departed Cairns 0630/22 to 

carry out m/ s duties.
(6) "WARREGO" escorting Convoy TS34 ("EWING YOUNG" "CREMER" ex 

Townsville; hYARRA" ex Bowen) departed Townsville 
2126/24 for Brisbane.

(7) "VENDETTA" escorting "PRESIDENT JOHNSON" from RV (26°31»S,
157°42*E) ETA Caloundra 1900/25.

(8) "GOULBURN" en route Brisbane after escort duty with Convoy BT61.
(9) "YDG.2" was to depart Townsville 0700/25 for Palm Island.

(10) "BUNBUHY" "SC .747" escorting "WILLIAM B.ALLISON" "JOSEPH HOLT" 
to Milne Bay ETA 1400/25.

(11) "WAGGA" escorting "VAN DEN BOSCH" "ADMIRAL CHASE" *WILLIAM B. 
MEREDITH" to Port Moresby was due U 0 0 /2 5 .

(12) "YP.280" departed Townsville 1158/24 for Milne Bay ETA 1700/27.
(13) "BISHOPDALE" dep.Townsville 2220/24 for Cairns ETA 1400/25.
(14) "KAPUNDA" departed Townsville 1505/24 for Cairns.
(15) "SC .648" escorting "W.E.CHANNING" (for Townsville ETA 0500/26) 

departed Gladstone 1800/24. "SC.648" to provide escort 
to Percy Islands and return Brisbane.

(16) "GYMPIE" escorting 8 LCT*s from Caloundra to Townsville via Mackay 
ETA Mackay 2359/25.

(17) "SC .731" escorting "PULGANBAR" departed Milne Bay 1509/24 for 
Oro Bay ETA 1400/25.

(18) 7 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. - "SC .746"
Merchant Vessels* "ANHUI*

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "HILO” 15 PTs
Merchant Vessels: "VAN SWOLL" "ARTHUR RIGGS" "EMPIRE

HAMBLE" "KEY PITMAN" "THEDENS" 
Small Craft - Approx 50 

Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - HDML.1074 BDML.1161 YP.291
Merchant Vessels: "JOHN WHITTAKER" *AK00NA"

"CITY OF FORT WORTH* "JUMIPERA SIERRA"
Small Craft - Approx 20 

Thursday Is. - Warships & Aux. - "S.AN" "WILCANNIA" "CASTLEMAINE*
"LATROBE” "TULSA" YMS.9 YMS.49 
YMS.50 YP.236 12 FI’s



Cairns 

Cid Harbour

- Warships & Aux.

- Warships & Aux,

^KATOOMBA" "PLATYPUS'* SC,732 
ML,426 ML*817 2 PTs refitting

"AUSTRALIA* 11EOBART" "WARRAMUNGA" 
"ARUNTA" "MAHAN" "P3HXINS""FLUSSiI 
“DRAYTON" "MBRKUR" "AASE MAERSK"

- Warships & Aux. - "SANDS" "HUMPHREYS" “ PC,1121"
SC, 738 SC.750 "YUBHAN" (ASIS)
8 LSTs 

"ROCKHAMPTON"
"GILMER" "ECBUGA" "FIRIE" "FULTOI 

"HI GiUL" "H.T.ALLEN" 8 LSTs ttPCYANGw (A. 3 .1 ,S .) 
YP.233 YMS,8 YMS.ll YMS.46 YMS.51 YMS.52 
YMS.53 YMS.71 SC.698 SC.74C SC .741 SC,744 
SC.748 SC,981 ML.424 ML.425 "KTRUMBA" 

(Repairing, Trials etc. ) - "LITHGOW" "GEELONG" "VICTORIA*8

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane

- Warships & Aux.
- Warships & Aux.

(1) Koloabangara - Ringi Cove, a centre of barge activity 
Vila, was astaciced 0955/24 by 19 dive-bombers and 4

(4)

west of 
fiorsairs

covered by 16 Wildcats,
Shorthands - Kahili and Ballte were bombed 2300/23 to Cl00/24 

by 5' Liberators* Three cargo ships were observed near Ballale 
and one of them was unsuccessfully bombed.,

(3) Rabaul - Lakunsi, Vunskanau and Rapopo aerodromes and the seaplane 
base at Sulphur Creek were raided 0030-0200/24 "by 6 fortresses 
and 5 Liberators. Fires were started in revetment and dispersal 
areas on all three aerodromes and aircraft were visible burning 
on Hapopo for 30 minutes. A single enemy night fighter was 
encountered.

One Liberator crash-landed on return and all crew were 
killed? one Fortress force-landed in the sea but all members 
of crew are safe.

Photos lOCO/24 show 51 medium bc-mbers and 15 fighters 
at Vunakanau plus 2 fighters and 2 boaters unserviceable.

The reconnaissance aircraft observed a small cargo 
vessel at 1000/24 in Talili Bay course 270©.

Gasmata-Cape Orford - Further to the report by aircraft of two 
destroyers sighted at 0330/24 75 miles S.W. Cape Orford on 
course 45 °, the observer on Cap# Orford reported two destroyers 
passing no* thward at 0600/24. This discounts the view that the 
two vessels reported by the aircraft were possible submarines 
on the normal Rabaul - Lae shuttle,

(5) Gasmata - The aerodrome was bombed 1400/24 by 7 B .2 5 ’ s. Photo-
graphs taken during the attack indicate that the runway may 
possibly be serviceable for fighters,

(6) Lae - Later intelligence in<2. cates that the vessels reported In
Eae Harbour during the evening 23/5 were present before 
2115/23, probably only a short time before. Evidence is 
Inconclusive but from reports available it would appear 
unlikely that the two destroyers seen off Gasmata and off Cape 
Orford were responsible for the report from Lae, It Is not 
yet known what ships actually were at Lae at that time.

The Malahang wreck was attacked 0505-0540/24 by 5 
.costons. No other sightings were made In the harbour.

(7) Wewak - Photographs 1210/24 show one sub.chaser, 7 power boats,
STcoastal craft In Wewak Harbour. It Is recalled that on the 
previous day 77 barges were present.

At least 35 fighters are visible on Wewak. At Boram
4 fighters, 21 light end 3 medium bombers are present,

Saldor - Local sources report 23/5 barges are contlnually moving 
along the coast near Saidor at night, A constant air patrol 
was maintained along the coast during the night 23-24/5 
apparently escorting barges.

Strong enemy patrols are reported to have operated In 
the vicinity of Saldor 11-23/5,

Salamaua } Allied patrols occupied Eote, Dahc and Cisseaborn 
(all a few miles west to N*W. of Eobdubl) a.m. 23/5 without 
opposition,

( 8 )

(9)



(10) Buka - Local sources report 24/5 that three luggers, one 
o? 150 tons, 2 of 50 tons, arrived at Buka Passage from 
Kleta*

2 , NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12 00/25:

(1) 5 submarines on patrol*

(b) In Barbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux, - "INVER2LL" ML.814 ML.815
Merchant Vesselss "313100** "CARDR03S" "ALAGNA"

(ii) ENEMY FOR CSS

(1) Merauke Area - One unidentified floatplane, or possibly mere, 
was reported over Oka'oa (50 miles N.W. of Merauke) at 
0945/24 heading N.W.

(2) Xoepang - 2 3 .2 5 fs which attacked Penfoei aerodrome at 2025/24, 
observed 2 ships in the harbour estimated at 3000 tons each.
A number of barges were also noted.

(3) Darwin - A single enemy reconnaissance olane was over the Darwin 
area 0947/24*

3. SOUTH WESTERN ARSA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/25:

(1) "VAN HEEM3KSRK" en route to Fxmouth Gulf.
(2) ’’HERON" departed Gerald ton 1011/23 for Srnouth Gulf, was

due a.m. 25/5*

(b) In Harbours

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE" "TROMP" "VAN GALEN"
"TJERX HIDDSS" "DUBBO" "H0R3HAM" "WALLAB00"
"WHIPPOORWILL" "OTUS** "CHILDS"

Exmouth Gulf - War snips & Aux. - "W.B. PRESTON" "PELIA3" "LARK"
"CHANTICLEER" SC,739 3C.751 "ISABEL" YP.286

4. EASTERN at SOUTHERN AKEA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/253

(1) "SC. 742s escorting 2 A PC en route Noumea to Sydney ETA 26/5 .
(2) "C00TAMTJKD3A" "FREMANTLE" departed Sydney 0600/22 for working

up exercises in Broken Bay.
(3) "DELORAINE’’ "MORESBY" "XALGOORLIE" "YANDRA" escorting Convoy

GP52 (7 MV1s ) departed Sydney 0928/23 ETA Caloundra 
1135/26. "BROOME" returning after escort dusy with 
"MOBILFUEL" was ordered to provide additional escort 
for Convoy GP52 if sufficient fuel available.

(b) In Harbours

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - H G OB YUG dAM" ’HELM" " 0 * BANK ON"
"RADFORD" "VESTAL" "BALLARAT" "BKKALU? "KY3RA" 
"GLADSTONE" "GOLDSTAR5* "COLAC* "MILDURA" 
"WARSKAMBOOL" "BENDIGO” "GLENELG" "TOWNSVILLE1* 
"MOUNT VERNON" (A?) iS* W AN G A NELL A " (AH) "BINSERA" 
"ALSEY* 7 APC ML*428 ML.818 YMB.72 "MIZAR"



Sydney (Contd.)
(Repairing) "STUART" "BROOKS1 '’ALHENA” "MAHUIDA" (AH)
(On Reserve ) "WESTRALIA* "’KANIMBLA"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux, - l1NEPAL" " BUNDABSRG" "MANOORA"
"ABRAHAM C RIJNS SEN* r'DOOM BA”

(Refitting) "QUI HERON" "LE TRICMPHANT"
Geelong - ?lfar3hips & Aux. - "BUNGAREE"

(o) Proposed Movements8

(1) "WARRNAMBOOL” "MILDIJRA" '"TOWNSVILLE" "BINGEHA" ML.423 ML.818 
escorting Convoy C095 (12 MV*s) to depart Sydney 
1300/26,

(li) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Port Macquarie - A German "Y Star" type mine was washed
ashore at Port Macquarie on 2o/5 and has been rendered 
safe. The appearance of the mine Indicates that it  has 
been floating for at least six months.

(2) Coffs Harbour - A submarine was reported to have been sighted
shortly before 0300/2 5 32 miles east of Coffs Harbour. 
Investigation is in progress.

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - THORNTON (AYD)
(2) At Esoiritu Santo - HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS Na SHVIILE (CL)

STRONG NICHOLS WARD CHEVALIER (DD) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) 
HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) DIXIE [AD) MACKINAC (AYP)

(3) At Noumea - INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS NORTH CAROLINA (BB) SARATOGA
VICTORIOUS (CV) 3AN DIEGO SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY WOODWORTH 
KcCALL HOPKINS BUCHANAN FANNING CASE CRAVEN PATTERSON 
MAURY SAUFLLT SELFRIDGE DUNLAP RALPH TALBOT GRIDLEY 
PRINGLE DENT CUMMINGS BAGLEY MUGPORD TALBOT (DD)
PRES.HAYES PRES* JACKSON PRES.ADAMS (AP) PROMETHEUS (AR) 
WHITNEY (AD)

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - AMERICAN LEGION (AP) GWIH WATERS (DD) TREVOR (DM)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAKE3T0WJS NIAGARA (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL

VIRSO (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) ORTOLAN (ASR) 
MENOMINEE (AT) STRATFORD (A?) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (B3) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MOfTPELLIER (CL) CHEIANGO SANGAMON SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON 
CONVERSE WALLER PHILIP RENSHAW LANG WILSON CONWAY (DD] 
BALLARD (AV)

(8) At Wellington - TAYLOR (DD) TRACY {DM) LIBRA (AK)

NAVAL INCIDENTS 

N I L .

ENEMY13 PROBABLE NEXT HOVE

(1) Gonsolidatlon north coast New Guinea and East Indies
including aircraft reinforcement*

(2) Sporadic air raid3 on allied forward operational bases
in S.W.P.A* and lines of aoiuaunication,

(3) Increased activity in Northern Theatre*
(4) Intense submarine activity including^^ansportation and

offensive operations In all thtf&i

or tfl%ECT0R C.O, I.C . 
G .H .Q ., S.W .P.A.
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MOST SECRET

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART II

ALLIED ft ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE

25«5«43

1* SOUTHWEST ft SOUTH PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific
Truk-Jaluit-Bismareks-

Solomons

BB

CV

t v

ACV

NORTH CAROLINA
INDIANA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

SARATOGA
VICTORIOUS

CHENANGO 
SANG AM CN 
SUWANNEE

MCTSU
NAGATO

ZUIHO

CA AUSTRALIA

CL

XCL

DD

HOBART

aRUNTA 
^ARRAMUNGA 
LE TRIOMPHANT 
O’BANNON 
RADFORD 
HELM 
HENLEY 
PERKINS 
CONYNGHAM 
MAHAN 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
NEPAL 

x QUIBERON

HONOLULU
HELENA
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
LEAS DER
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN

Approx 40

CHOKAI 
KUMANO 
SUZUYA 

x A DBA

A3AN0 (poss.Empire)
JINTSU
SENDAI
KATCRI
KASHIMA
NAGARA
ISUZU
KINTJ
KUMA

Approx 30

x Non-effective



7
V

*/

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific Truk-Jaluit-Blsmarcks-
Solomons

•
SS DfcUM ) S .31 

^ T0 J At Brisbane
. . .

Approx 30

ALBAGORE ) 
GATO )
G .TSENLI KG ) 
GROUPER ) nn 
GROWLER ) U 
GCARDFISH )
S3 AMP ) 
TUNA )

Patrol

E. S At Sydney

av/ gvs

•

■ - CURTISS
TANGIER

CHITOSE
AKITSUSEIMA

XAV/XCVS - 3 5

PT 25 Approx 30 ?

apa / apd/ aka 3 .T. ALLEN 
MANOORA 

x WESTRALIA 
x  SANIMBLA 
* BROOKS 

GILMER 
SANDS 
HUMPHREYS

10 APA
11 APD 
6 AKA

AS or XA3 FULTON 3 or more

AD DOBBIN DIXIE
WHITNEY

aiGEL
VESTAL

PROMETHEUS 2

^blCRAFT (N.E.Area Only)

Fighters 
M/Bombers 
SE/Bombers 
Plying Eoats 
Floatplanes 
Transport a/Q

201
197
40

6
53
19

X . Fon-effective

4

«• 2 «■



*
1

/ 2 , CENTRAL PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

BB

•

WASHINGTON
IMHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA
WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

YAMATO
14 US/. SHI
ISE
FU30
YAMASEIRO
HYUGA
KONGO
HARTJEA

CV ENTERPRISE ZUIKAKU
SHO&aEU
HOSEO (Training Ship)

xcv LONG ISLAND EAYATAKA
HITAKA
RYUHO

ACV EASSAU
ALTAMHA
COPAHEE

GHTJYO
UNYO

• LOUISVILLE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA 
HEW ORLEANS 
PORTLAND 
INDIANA? (LIS 

x SALT LAKE CITY
*  MINNEAPOLIS
* PENSACOLA

ATAGO
TAEAO
H£GURO
TONE
TIKUMA

PCA - 5

CL HAL SIGH 
DETROIT

ABCKUMA

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

22
ss

€ / X A S

?
?

Appro& 20 

Approx 40

9

4

&IS SB IN 

2

Approx 24 

Approx 25

2

3. NORTHERN PACIFIC

CA - m e h i
1 unidentified

CL CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

TAMA
KI30

XCL - 2

XAV/XCVS

41 10

1

9

£S 10
&

Approx 15

* Non-effective

- 3 -



*

ALLIED FORGES

4 . EAST INDIES-INDIAN OCEAN

ENEMY FORCES

fwestern^8a o11on) Eastern Fleet Area East Indies-Philippines

BB

*

CV

ACV

CA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

SS

AS or XaS

ADELAIDE
VAN HEEMSKERK
TROMF

CHILDS
HERON
W.B. PRESTON

TJERK HIDDES 
VAN GALEN

WARSFITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

4 ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX 
3* HAWKINS 
35 FRCBISHER

MAURITIUS 
GAMBIA 
KENYA 
CERES 
DAUNTLESS 
CAPETOWN 
DURBAN 
CARADOC

4  ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE 
CHITRAL 
RANPURA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

ALBATROSS

Approx 27

)
)

GAR
GRALING
GRENADIER ) ,
TAMBOR ) 0n Patr01
TATJTOG )

/THRESHER )
[

' TROUT At Exncuth Gulf 

K.12 At Fremantle

___________  BEL IAS ?

AIRCRAFT (N.W.Area Only)

Fighters 
M/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 

in sport A/C

OTAKA

KASHI I 
01
KITAGAMI
NATORI

KAMOI
NOTORO

1

12

10

4 No recent int el ligence.
resent location uncertain.

143
125

12
28
31

x Non-effective

4



2 C.O .I .C .

British —  M OST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQU AR TERS  

SO U T H  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

D AILY N AVAL SUM M ARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No* 429 Date: 26th May, 1943

P A R T  I .

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1, NORTH EASTERN AHEA:

(1) ALLIED FORCES 

(a.) At Sea to 1200/26s

j l ) "WHY&LLA" surveying.
" SUMNER" "SC ,745" "SC.749" surveying Deboyne Is. area.

(3) "BOWEN” departed Milne Bay 1614/24 for Stephens Is . was due 
0800/26. To escort "MAETSUYCKER" "ANDREW D.WHITE*
to Milne Bay.

(4) MSC.746” escorting "ANHUI" en route &ilne Bay from Oro Bay.
(5) "LATRCBE" escorting "BALIKPAPAN" was to depart Thursday Is.

0900/26 for Merauke ETA 0600/27.
(6) "SHEPPARTON" departed Milne Bay 1116/24 for Cairns ETA 1200/26.
(7) "YP.291" departed Port Moresby 1246/25 for Townsville ETA 0200/28.
(8) "YP.236" dep. Thursday Is . 0728/25 for Cairns ETA 1800/28.
(9) ■ YL*iS.lO” "YMS448" "YMS.70" sweeping vicinity Grafton Passage.

(10) "WASREGO" escorting Convoy TS34 ("CREMER" for Gladstone; "EWING
Y0UN&" "YARRA” for Brisbane) departed Townsville 2125/24 
ETA Brisbane 1300/28.

(11) MSMITH" escorting "CARINA" en route Noumea to Townsville ETA
1300/30.

(12) "BALLARD" escorting 6 PT*s en route Tulagl to Milne Bay ETA 3l/5*
(13) "SC .648" returning Brisbane after escort duty to Percy Islands.
(14) "YP .280" departed Townsville 1158/24 for Milne Bay ETA 1700/27.
(15) "GYMPIE" escorting 8 LCT*s from Caloundra to Townsville via Mackay

was due Mackay 2359/25.
(16) "ECHUCA" was to depart Brisbane 1230/25 to exercise with submarine.

On comple tion "ECHUCA" to proceed Sydney.
(17) 7 submarines on patrol.

(b ) In Harbour?

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. - SC.731
Merchant Vessels: "PULGANBAR"

Milne Bay - rarships & Aux. - "BUNBUHf" "SC .747" "HILO" 15 PTs
Merchant Vessels* "VAN SWOLL" "ARTHUR RIGGS" "EMPIRE

HAMBLE" "KEY PITMAN" "THEDENS" 
"JOSEPH HOLT" "WILLIAM B.ALLISON" 

Small Craft - Approx 50 
Port Moresby - Warships & Aux. - "WAGGA" BDML.1074 HDML.1161

Merchant Vessels: "JOHN WHITTAKER" "AROONA" "ADMIRAL 
CHASE" "WILLIAM B.MEREDITH" "CITY OF FORT WORTH" 
v JUNIPER A SIERRA" "VAN DEN BOSCH"

Small Craft - Approx 20 
Thursday Is . - Warships & Aux. - "SWAN" "WILCANNIA" "CASTLEMAINE"

"TULSA" YMS.9 YMS.49 YMS.50 12 PTs
*

- 1  -



Cairns - Warships & Aux. -

Cid Harbour - Warships & Aux, -

Palm Is . 
Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane

- Warships & Aux,
- Warships & Aux.

- Warships & Aux.
- Warships & Aux.

bEAT00MBAw "kapunda" " platypus" 
"BISHOFDALE" SC.732 ML.426 
ML.817 2 PTs refitting 

"AUSTRALIA" "HOBART" "WARRAMUNGA* 
"AHUNTA" "MAHAN" "PERKINS""FLUSSES 
nDRAYT0Kn "HERKUR* "AASE MAERSK" 
YDG.S

"SANDS" "HUMPHREYS" PC.1121 
SC.738 SC,750 "YUNNAN" (ASIS)
8 LSTs 

"RCC KHAi/S PTOF "
"VENDETTA" BCAP DES PALMES" 

"GILMER" "LITKGOT* "PIRIE" "GOULBURN" "PULTON" 
"RIGEL" "H.T.ALLEN" 8 LSTs "POYANG" (ASIS) 
YP.233 YMS.6 YMS.ll YMS.46 YMS.51 YMS.52 
YMS.53 YMS.71 3C.693 SC.740 SC.741 SC.744 
SC. 748 SC. 981 ML. 424 ML. 425 "K1JRUMBA" 

"PRESIDENT JOHNSON"
(Repairing,Trials etc.) - "GEELONG" "VICTORIA"

(c) Proposed Movements:

(1) "GOULBURN" "LITHGOW" ML.425 escorting Convoy BT62 (5 MV) 
to depart Caloundra 1500/26,

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Rekat.a Bay - Enemy building activity was reported in progress
24/5# 12 Dauntless, 1 Avenger boabed Rekata Bay, and 8 
Wildcats strafed Susvanu Point area morning 25/5 . 24 Wildcats 
provided a cover. Bits were scored can aramunition dumps 
causing explosions and a fire ,

(2) Xolomban&ara - A report 24/5 states that recent barge movements
round the south coast of Koloafcangara indicate th&t the main 
barge centre is at Vovohe (Webster) Cove (3 allies N.W, of Vila 
River mcuth).

(3) Bougainville Island - It was reported 25/d that the enemy are
in strength aTHfazelle Bay (2 miles East of Mutupina Point) 
and Masareka (4 miles E .N .E . of Mutupina Point).

This is the first report of Japanese activity on the 
western coast of Bougainville Island for some considerable 
titn©. The enemy were stated to have an observation post in 
the Mutupina Point area 7th January, but native sources 
reported the evacuation of Mutupina Point 20Jbk*February.

A destroyer and 2 small transports *ere observed 
heading south from Buka Passage via i2ie west coast of 
Bcugainville 21-22/5 and very possibly have been ferrying 
supplies to the Japanese garrisons in this area.

(4) Cape Orford - A large submarine was observed off Cap® Orford
heading"north at 0959/25. The tiae of this sighting is some 
2| hours later than the normal tirae of sighting of submarines 
proceeding north past Cape Orford en route Rabaul from Lae,

(5) Chimbu - Six twin-engined enemy aircraft strafed Chimbu (74 miles
S.w. of Madang) at 1112/25.

(6) Madang - Photos 1020/25 reveal Improvements to runway and
dispersal lanes. One serviceable aircraft is visible, and 
the runway is serviceable.

2, NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 32 Qp/26t

(1) 6 submarines on patrol, 

fb) In Harbour t

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "INVERELL" ML.814 ML.815 
Merchant Vessels: "SIEIGC" "CARDR03S" "ALAGNA"



(a) At Sea tc- 1200/26;

(1) "YP.288" departed Exmouth Gulf 17C0/24 for Frenanfcla ETA 
1200/23.

(b) In Harbours

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "ADELAIDE” "TROMP" "VAN GALEN"
"TJERK HIDDSS" "DUBBQ" "HORSHAM" "//ALLAH00" 
"WHIPPOORWILL'* "OTUS" "CHILDS"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "VAST BEJEMSKERK" "HERON"
"W,B. EFLESTON" "PELIAS" "LARK" "CHANTICLEER"
SC *739 SC *751 ’ISABEL" YP.286

3 . SOUTH EESTEKff AREA

CD ALLIED FORCES

4* EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At 3sa to 1200/26;

(1) "SC .742" escorting 2 A PC en route Nounea to Sydney STA 26/5 .
(2) "COOTAMUNDRA" ea route Newcastle to SyiSney.
(3) "BROOME" en route Sydney aftsr escort duty with "M03ILFUEL"

ETA 1900/26. (Note? *BROOHEn did not have sufficient 
fuel to provide additional escort for Convoy GP52.)

{4) "WARRNAMBOOL" "KILDURA" "TOWNSVILLE" "BINOERA" escorting Conroy 
0095 {12 MV»s) departed Sydney 1419/25,

(5) "DELORAINf^MORESBY" hKALGG0RLI2" nYA8BRA" escorting Convoy
GP52 departed Sydney 0928/25 were due Caloundra ll00/26 .

{b) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "CONYNGHAM" "HELM" "O ’BANION"
"RADFORD" ’VESTAL1’ "BALLARAT" "BENALLA" " KYBRA"
"GLADSTONE51 "GOLDSTAR51 "COLAG "BENDIGO"
"g ie n e l g " ’mount vern cn " (a p ) "w anganella" {a h )
"ALSEY" 7JPC YMS, 72 "MISAR5*

(Repairing) "STUART" 11 BROOKS'1 "ALHENA" "MANUNDA" (AH)
(On Reserve) "WE STEAL IA51 "EANIMBLA"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "NEPAL" "BUNDA3EKG!I "MAWOORA"
"ABRAHAM CRIJHSSEM" "DOOMBA"

(Refitting) "QUIBSRON" HLE TRICMPEANT"
Geelong - Warships .& Aux. - "BUNGAREE"

(c ) Proposed Movements*

(1) "CONYNGHAM" escorting "MOUNT VERNON" to depart Sydney 1300/26.
"CONYNGHAM" to provide esccrt to 158°East and return 
Sydney*

(2) "DELORAINE" "KALGOORLIE" "YASDRA* "MORESBY" escorting Convoy
PG52 (8 MV) to depart Calomdra 1400/26.

(3) "QUIBERON'"“ TrlEPAL" to depart Port Phillip 1400/26 for Fremantle
ETA S l/5 .

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - THORNTON (AVD)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS NASHVILLE (CL)

STRONG NICHOLS WARE CHEVALIER (DD) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) 
HUNTER LIGGETT (A?) DIXIE (ADI MACKINAC (AV?)

(3) At Noumea - INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS NORTH CAROLINA (BB) SARATOGA
VICTORIOUS (CV) SAN DIEGO SAE JUAN (CL) KILTY WOODWORTH 
HOPKINS BUCHANAN FANNING CASE PATTERSON MAURY SAUFLEY

3



3ELFRIDGE DUNLAP RALPH TALBOT GRIDLEY PRINGLE DENT 
CUMMINGS BAGLEY MUGFORD TALBOT (DD) CHEVREUIL (Sloop) 
PRES. HAYES PRES. JACKSON PRES. ADAMS (AP) PROMETHEUS (AR) 
WHITNEY (AD)

(4) At Suva - GATALPA (YN) SON CM A (AT)
(5) At Samoa - GWIN WATERS (DD) TREVOR (EM) AMERICAN IEGIQN (AP)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL VIREO (AM)

LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (YT) ORTOLAN (ASR)
MENOMINEE (AT) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (3B} COLUMBA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHEMN30 SANGAMON SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON 
CONVERSE WALLER PHILIP RENSRAW LANG WILSON COMAY (DD

(8) At Wellington - TAYLOR (DD) TRACY {DM) LIBRA (AK)

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

Ysabel Island - A native report states that an enemy bomber 
dropped a Total of 8 bombs in the Maringe area (S.E.coast 
of Ysabel) on the nights 20-23/5 Inclusive.

NAVAL INCIDENTS

N I L .

ENEMY’ S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Consolidation north coast New Guinea and East Indies
including aircraft reinfcsrceiaent*

(2) Sporadic air raid3 on allied forward operational bases
In S.W .P .A , and lines of communication*

(3) Increased activity in Northern Theatre*
(4) Intense submarine activity including transportation and

offensive operations in all theatres*

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C . 
G .H .q . , S.V8.?.A*
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MOST SECRET

26/5/43

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PAPiT II  

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE 

1. SOUTHWEST & SOUTH PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific Truk-Jalui t-Bi smar cks« 
Solomons

BB

CV

»
xcv

ACV

CA

CL

XCL

DD

AUSTRALIA

HOBART

Art TINT A 
WARRAMUNGA 
LE TRIOMPHANT 
O ’BAM ON 
RADFORD 
HELM 
HENLEY 
PERKINS 
CONYNGEAM 
MAHAM 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
NEPAL 

K QUIBSRON

NORTH CAROLINA
INDIANA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

SARATOGA
VICTORIOUS

CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUtfANNEE

HONOLULU
HELENA
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
LEANDER
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JOAN

Approx 40

MUTSU
NAGAIO

H0SE3-

ZUIB'O

ATAGO 
TAKAO 
CHCEAI 
KUMAN0 
SUZUYA 

x AOBA

AGANQ (po33.Empire )
JIFT3U
SENDAI
KATORI
KAS3CTMA
NAOARA
ISUZU
KIND
KU&ft

Approx 30

x. Non-effective



Southwest Pacific South Pacific Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks
(Eastern Section) * Solomons

SS

AV/CVS 

,XAV/XCVS

FT

DRUM
GUARDF2 SH
PETO

ALBA CORE 
GATO
GREENLING
GROUPER
GR07SL3R
SCA1P
TUNA

S •
At Brisbane

On Patrol

K*9 At Sydney

£5

apa/apd/aka H .T , ALLEN 
MAKOORA 

x WESTRALIA 
x KAl-ilMHIA 
x BROOKS 

GILMER 
SANDS 
HUMPHREYS

CURTISS
TANGIER

Approx 30

10 APA
11 APD
6 AKA

AS or XAS 

AD

AR

PULTON

DOBBIN

RIGEL
VESTAL

AIRCRAFT (E.E.Area Only)

tf^Lghters 
tw/Bombers 
SE/Bombers 
Plying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport A/c

DIXIE
WHITNEY

PROMETHEUS

*  Non-effective

m

Approx 30

CHITOSE
AKITSUSHIMA

5

?

3 or more

2

222
232

2
6

53
19

— 2 ■»



■ CENTRAL PACIFIC

ALLIEDPORCES EXE¥Y FORCES

BB WASHINGTON
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA
WEST VIRGINIA 
CALIFORRIA
TENNESSEE

YAMATC
MUSASHI
ISE
fuso

YAMASHIRO 
HYUGA 
KONGO 
HA RUM

CV ENTERPRISE 2UIKAEU
SHOKAEU

XCV

ACV

OCA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

C

AS/XAS

LONG ISLAND

NASSAU
ALTAMAHA
COPAE23

LOUISVILLE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA 
NEW ORLEANS 
PORTLAND 
INDIAMA POL IS

*  SALT LAKE CITY 
-H MINNEAPOLIS
*  PENSACOLA

RALEIGH
DETROIT

?

?

Approx 20 

Approx 40 

?

HAYATAKA
H3TAKA
KYUHO

CHUYO
UNTO

NACHI
MYOKO
HAGURO
TONE
TIXIMA

3

ABUKUMA

4

NISSHIN

2

Approx 24 

Apprcx 25 

2

3 . NORTHERN PACIFIC

CL

XCL

XAV/XCVS

SS

CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

10

10

TAMA
KISO

2

1

9

Approx 15

*  Non-effective



4 , EAST INDIES-INDIAN OCEAN

ALLIED FORGES ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
(Tiestern Section) Eastern Fleet Area East Indies-Philippines

CV

ACV

CA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

22

SS

ADELAIDE

WARS PI TE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

4  ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX 
*  BATONS 
x FRCBISHBR

MAURITIUS
VAN HEEMSKERK OAKSIA
TROMP

CHILDS
HERON
W.B.PRESTON

TJERK HIDDES 
VAN GALEN

KENYA
' CERES 
!■ AUNTIE SS 
CAPETOWN 
DURBAN 
CARADOC

4 ALAUNIA
CARTHAGE
CZIITRAL
RANPURA
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

ALBATROSS

Appp ox 27

)GAR
GRAYLING )
GRENADIER ) On Patrol
TAVBOR )

atautog  )
(
'''THRESHER ) . . _ .. _ 

TROUT ) Exifluufcli Gulf

OTAKA

KASHII
01
KITAGAMI 
NATORI

KASiOI 
Jt NOTOHO

1

12

10

K«12 At Fremantle

AS or XAS PELIAS ? 1

AIRCRAFT (N.W.Area Only)

Fighters 
JiyBombers 
Plying Boats 
Floatplanes 
J^msport a/C

J V  4  Po recent intelligence*
Present location uncertain.

je Non-effective

143
125

12
.28
31

m  4  •



/  C .O .I .C .

/ British —  M OST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL H EADQU AR TERS  

SO U T H  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA  

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY N AVAL SUM M ARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 430 Date: 27th May, 1943

P A R T I.

A. SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AKEA

1. NORTH EASTERN AREA

(1) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/27;

(1) "MAHAN" escorting Convoy TN97 ("TAR00NA") departed Townsville
1946/26 for TSrVHoresby ETA 1000/25 .

(2) "SUMNER" "SC*74511 "SC .749" surveying Deboyne Is , area.
(3) "SC.746" escorting "ANHUI" en route Milne Bay from Oro Bay.
(4) *WAGGA" escorting "CITY OF FORT WCRTH" departed Port Moresby

1103/26 for Milne Bay ETA 2000/27.
(5) "BUNBURY" escorting "KEY PITMAN" "THEDENS" "EMPIRE HAMBLE"

departed Milne Bay 1414/26 for Port Moresby ETA 0700/28.
(6) "LATROBE" escorting f,BALIKPAPAN" was to depart Thursday Island

0900/26 for Merauke ETA 0600/28.
(7) "YP.291" departed Port Moresby 1246/25 for Townsville ETA 0200/28.
(8) flYP.236" dep. Thursday Island 0728/25 for Cairns ETA 1800/28.
(9) "YMS.10" "YMS.48" "YXS.70" sweeping vicinity Grafton Passage.

(10) "WARREGO" escorting ConvovTS34 ("EWING YOUNG" "CREMER") en route
Townsville to Brisbane ETA 1300/28.

(11) "SMITH"escorting "CARINA" en route Noumea to Townsville ETA 1300/30.
(12) "BALLARD" escorting 6 PT»s en route Tulagi to Milne Bay ETA 31/5 .
(13) "YP.280" departed Townsville 1158/24 for Milne Bay ETA 1700/27.
(14) H.T."KATOOMBA" towing ML.817 en route Cairns to Thursday Island*
(15) "GOULBURN" "LITHGOff" "ML.425" escorting fconvoy BV62 ("KOOLIGA"

"MONTGRO" "BAN HONG LIONG" " S. S.YoultG" "A.JUDSON" LST.455) 
departed Caloundra 1505/26. ML.425 to detach Lady Elliot 
Island and return Brisbane. "GOULBURN" ’LlTHGOW" to escort 
to Percy Islands and return Brisbane.

(16) "ECHUCA* was to depart Brisbane 1230/25 to exercise with submarine.
On completion "ECHUCA" to proceed Sydney.

(17) "SC .748" departed Caloundra 0253/27 to RV with "VIRGINIAN" in approx
position 28°lo*S 160°30*E at 1400/28 and escort to Brisbane.

(18) 8 submarines oa patrol.

(b) In Harbour t

Oro Bay

Milne Bay

- Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels s

- Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels*

Port Moresby -

Stephens Is.

SC. 731
"PULGANBAR"
"WHYALLA" SC.747 "KILO" 15 PTs 
"VAN SWOLL" "ARBHUR RIGGS" "JOSEPH 
HOLT" "WILLIAM B.ALLISON"
Approx 50
HDML.1074 HDML.1161

"JOHN WHITTAKER" "AROONA" "ADMIRAL 
CHASE" "WILLIAM B.MEREDITH" "JUNIPERA SIERRA"
"VAN DEN BOSCH"

Small Craft - Approx 20 
- Warships & Aux. - "BOWBN"

Small Craft 
Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels s

1 —



Thursday la. 

Cairns

- Warships & Aux, -
"TULSA" YMS.9

- Warships & Aux. -

Cid Harbour - Warships & Aux, -

Palm 13 land 
Townsville

Mackay
Maryborough
Brisbane

—  Warships & Aux.
- Warships & Aux,

(Repairing,

- Warships & Aux,
- warships & Aux.
- Warships & Aux,

"GILMER"
^ LSTs 
YMS.ll 
SC*648 
ML,424 

Trials etc.)

"SWAN* wWILCANISIA41 "CASTLEMAINE 
YMS.49 YMS.50 12 PTs 

"3HEPPART0N" "KATOOMBA" "KAPUNDA" 
“PLATYPUS" "BI SB 0?DALEn SC,732 
ML.426 2 PTs refitting 

"AUSTRALIA" "HOBART" "WARRAMUNGA" 
"ARUNTA" "JERKINS" "FLUSSER" 
"DRAYTON" "AASE MAER3&"
YDG.2

"SANDS" "HUMPHREYS" PC,1121 
S3.738 SC.750 "YUEG3AN" (ASIS)
8 LST* s "MERKER"

"GYMPIE" 8 LST's 
"ROCKHAMPTON"
"VENDETTA" "CAP DSS PALMES" 

"PIRIB" "PULTON * "RIGEL” "B.T.ALLEN" 
"POYANG* (ASIS) YP*233 YMS.8 
YHS.45 YMS.51 YMS.52 YMS*53 YMS.71 
SC. 698 SC. 740 SC. 741 SC *744 SC ,981 
"KURUMBA" " PRESIDENT JOHNSON"

- "GEELONG" "VICTORIA"

(ii)  MEMY FORCES

(1) Kolombangara - At 1440/25, one enemy bomber and 20 fighters
pa!ssed over Kolombangara heading S.E . The aircraft returned 
at 1515/25,

(2) Buka - Shortly before 1800/25, 6 bombers departed Buka for S .E .
Considerable air activity was reported at Buka on 24 /5 .

(3) Talasea Area - At 1620/25 reconnaissance sighted 150 outrigger
canoes extended over 2-3 miles along W,coast Wlllaumez 
Peninsula opposite Talasea. No personnel or stores were 
observed,

(3) Madang - The aerodrome was raided 0935-1010/26 by 4 Liberators.
two eros were encountered by the Liberators and 4-5 were seen 
over the aerodrome at about the same time by Beauflghters 
which were in the area.

(4) Lae - The aerodrome was brought into use again 26 /5 . Two fighters
were observed patrolling at 1005/26 while probably another tic 

landed and refuelled prior to departure to the west,
(5) Mubo Area - Enemy installations at Observation Hill were bombed

and strafed 0900-0930/26 by 5 Bostons.

. NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/27:

(1) 6 submarines on patrol,

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - "INVEHELL" ML.814 ML,815
Merchant Vessels: "SIBIGO" "CARDROSS" "ALAGNA"

, SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/27:

(1) "ADELAIDE" was to RV with "HERMITAGE" in position 32°58*S,
109°43*E at 1000/27 and escort to Melbourne.

(2) "TRGMP" escorting "DOMINION MONARCH" ?SNIEUW AMSTERDAM" departed
Fremantle llC0/26 to RV with "SUSSEX" in position 25°15*S 
90°54»E p.m. 29 /5 , "TJERK HIDDES" was to provide local 
escort to 110°E*

- 2 -



(3) "YP.288" departed Exmouth Gulf 1700/24 fop Fremantle ETA 1200/28, 

(b) Ir. Harbour;

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "VAN GALEN” "DUBBO" "HORSHAM"
"WALLAROO" *WHIP?0CRWILL" "OTUS" 9CHILDS" 

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "VAN HEEMSKERK" "HERON™
"W.B.PRESTOS" "PELIAS" "LARK" "CHANTICLEER8 
SC.739 SC.751 "ISABEL1* "YP.286*

4. EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES 

{a) At Sea to 12 00/2*:3.7i

(1) "CONYNGHAM" escorting "MOUNT VERNON" departed Sydney 1359/26*
'CONYNGHAM" to provide escort to 158°E and return 
Sydney.

(2) "DELORAINE" ’’KALGOORLIE" "YANDRA" "MORESBY" escorting Convoy
PG52 (8 W )  departed Caloundra 1230/26 ETA Coff*s 
Harbour 2300/27, Newcastle 2359/28, Sydney 0600/29*

(3) "W AR RNAM BOOL * " KLDURA" 'FREMANTLE" "BINGERA " escorting Conroy
C095 (12 MV). (Bote: "FREMANTLE" replaced aTO.VN37ELLE" 
which detached to Port Kembla id th engine trouble.)

(4) "QUIBERON* "NEPAL* departed Port Phillip 1525/26 for Fremantle
ETA 1000/31.

(5) "TOWN3VILLE" departed Port Kembla 2359/26 for Jervis Bay,
(6) "BENDIGO" departed Sydney 1800/26 3TA Caloundra 1700/28.

(b) m  Harbour t

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - "HENLEY" "HELM" "VESTAL" "1ALLARA9
" BE NAIL A M "OBRA" " C OOTAMU NDRA " "BROOME" "GLAD­
STONE" "COLAC" "GLSHSLO” "GOLDSTAR" "ALSET" 

"WANGAN ELLA" (AH) SC.742 9 A PC YMS* 72 "MIZAR" 
(Reoairing) "O'BAMON" "RADFORD" HSTUART" "BROOKS" "ALHENA"

"l£ANUNDAM (AH)
(On Reserve) "ASTRALIA" "KANIMBLA"

Melbourne - Warships & Aux. - "3USDABERG" "MANOORA" "D00M3A*
"ABRAHAM CRIJNS3EN"

(Refitting) "LE TRI0MP3ANT"
Geelong - Warships & Aux. - "BUNGAREE*

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - THORNTON (AVD)
(2) At Espiribu Santo - HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS NASHVILLE (CL)

STRONG NICHOLS WARD CHEVALIER (DD) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) 
HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) DIXIE (AD) MACKINAC (AVP)

(3) At Noumea - INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS NORTH CAROLINA '35) SARATOGA
VICTORIOUS (CV) LEANDER SAN DIEGO SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY 
WOODWORTH HOPKINS BUCHANAN FANNING CASE PATTERSON 
SAURY 3AUFLEY STANLEY LAMSON 3SLFRIDGS DUNIA P ORIDLEY 
RALPH TALBOT PRINGLE DENT CUMMINGS BAGLEY MUGFORD 
TALBOT (DD) CHEVREUIL (SlooT)) FULLER PRES.HAYES 
KIES.JACKSON PRES.ADAMS (A?) PROMETHEUS (AR) WHITNEY (AD) 
P0C0M3KE U V )

(4) At Suva - CAIALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - GWIN WATERS (DD) TREVOR (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (A?)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN (PG) BOBOLINK RAIL VIREO (AM)

LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANE (YT) ORTOLAN (A3R)
MENOMINEE (AT) STRATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO 3ASGAJ50N SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON 
CONVERSE WALLER PHILIP RENSBAW LANG WILSON CONWAY (DD)

(8) At Wellington - TAYLOR (DD) TRACY (DM) LIBRA (AK)



(ii)  ENEMY FORCES

(1) New Caledonia - At 0950/26, a submarine was reported 21 miles 
— 3 .1*!. of.Houmea and at 1045/26 another submarine 120 miles

N.N.W, of Koumea course 200°.
(2) New Zealand - Aircraft reported possible submarine contacts

At 1330/26 - 135 miles N* by W. of North Cape 
At 1630/26 - 143 miles N. of Ncr th Cape

NAVAL INCIDENTS

ENEMY * 3 PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Consolidation north coast New Guinea and East Indies
including aircraft reinforcement*

(2) sporadic air raids on allied forward operational bases
in S .W .P .A. and lines of communication.

(3) Increased activity in Northern Theatre.
(4) Intense submarine activity including transportation and

offensive operations in all theatres.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I.C  
G.H.Q.. , b.s¥ .P.A

27/5/43



MOST SECRET

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART II 

ALLIED & ENEMY OHDEE OF BATTLE 

1 . SOUTHWEST & SOUTH PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES

27/5/43

ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
( Eastern Section) South Pacific

Truk-Jaluit-Biamarcks« 
Solomons

BB

CV

NORTH CAROLINA
INDIANA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

SARATOGA
VICTORIOUS

MUTSU
NAGATO

HOSHO (Training Ship)

CHENANGO 
SANGAMON 
SUM KNEE

ZUIHO

CA AUSTRALIA

CL HOBART HONOLULU
HELENA
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
LEANDER
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JOAN

ATAGO 
TAKiO 
CHOKAI 
SUM NO 
SUZUYA 

*  AO BA

AGANO (t>oss.Bffipire)
JINTSU
SENDAI
EATDRI
KASEIKA
NAGARA
ISUZU
KIHU
KUMA

ARUNTA 
SARRAJSUNGA 
L3 TRiOMPHANT 

x O'BANMON 
se RADFORD 

HELM 
HENLEY 
PERKINS 
CONYNGHAM 
MAHAN 
STUART 
VENDETTA 
NEPAL 
QUIBERON

Approx 40 Approx 30

it Non-effective



t

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific
Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-

Solomons

§
ALBACOHE
DRUM
QUARDFISH 
P3T0

)

j At 

1 *

* .3 1

Bri shane

Approx 30

QATO J 
GREENLING )

GROUPER 5 Pfl'h'Pol 
GROWLER ) 0n Patro1 
SCAMP )
TUNA ) 
SILVERSIDES)

K.9* At Sydney

AV/CVS - CURTISS
TANGIER

CHITOSE
AKITSUSEEMA

^ v /x c v s «• 3 5

PT £5 Approx 30 ?

apa / apd/ aka

X
X
X

H#T.ALLEN
MANOORA
WESTRALIA
SANIMBLA
BROOKS
GILMER
SANDS
HUMPHREYS

10 A PA
11 APD 
6 AKA

AS or XAS FULTON 3 or more

AD DOBBIN DIXIE
WHITNEY

AR RIGEL
VESTAL

PROMETHEUS 2

AIRCRAFT (N.E.Area Only)

Jfcighters 
Tfl/Bombers 
SE/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Tran spat* t A/c

221
250

2
6

53
19

x  Non-effective



f

WASHINGTON 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA
WEST VIRGINIA 
CALIFORNIA 
TENNESSEE

CV ENTERPRISE

2 . CENTRAL PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES

xcv LONG ISLAND

ACV

OCA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

A s

AS/XAS

NASSAU 
ALT AM  HA 
CO FAME

LOUISVILLE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA 
NEW ORLEANS 
PORTLAND 
INTI A NA POL IS 

*  SALT LAKE CITY 
is MINNEAPOLIS 
x PENSACOLA

RALEIGH
DETROIT

?

?

Approx 20 

Approx 40 

?

CL

XCL

XAV/XCVS

DD
>—
SS

CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

10

10

3 . NORTHERN PACIFIC

x Non-effective

YAMATO
MUSA3EI
ISE
FUSO
YAM A 3EIR0 
KYUGA 
KONGO 
HARITKA

ENEMY FORCES

ZUIKAKU
SHOKASU

HAYATAKA
HITAKA
RYUHG

CHUYG
UNYO

NACHI
MYOKQ
HAGURO
TONE
TIKOMA

3

ABUIOJHA

4

NIS3HIN

2

Approx 24 

Approx 25 

2

TAMA
KISO

2

1

9

Approx 15

3 •



4* EAST INDIES - I EDI AN OCEAN

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY POKCES

(S e a t e d  f*eM ol) Eastern Fleet Area Eaet Indies-Phlllpplnes

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

SS

AS or XAS

ADELAIDE
VAN HEEMSKERK
TROUP

CHILDS
ES?kQ£i
W.B.PRESTON

TJERK HIDDES 
VAN GALEN

GAR
GRAYLING 

G RENADIER 
TAMBOR 
TAUTOG 
THRESHER

WARSPITB
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

4  ILLUSTRIOUS

SUS3SI
*  HAWKINS
*  FROBISHER

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
KENYA
CERES
DAUNTLESS
CAPSTAN
DURBAN
CARAEOC

4  ALaUKIA
CARTHAGE 
CHITHAL 
EANPURA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

ALBATROSS

Approx 21

On Patrol

TROUT At Exmouth Stilf 

X .I2  At Fremantle

PELIAS ?

AIRCRAFT (H.W.Area Only)

Fighters 
M/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 

’ansport A/C
ft No recent intelligence*

Present location uncertain.

i  -

*  -

OTAKA

KASBII
01
KITAOAMI
NATORI

KAMO I 
J* NOTORO

10

Non-effective

— 4 •»



C . O . I . C .

British —  M OST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQU ARTERS 

SO U T H  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

D AILY N A VA L SUM M ARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 431 Datc: 28th May, 1943

P A R T  I.

A. SOUTH ASST PACIFIC AREA 

1 . NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORGES

(a) At Sea to 1200/28:

(1) HMAEAN* escorting Convoy TO97 (*TAR00HA*) departed Townsville 
1946/26 for Port Iforesby was due 1000/28.

(2) "SUMNER" "SC .745" "SC .749" surveying Deboyne Is. area,
(3) "SC• 746" escorting 11 ANHUI* en route Milne Bay from Oro Bay.
(4) "WAGGA" escorting "CITY OP FORT WORTH* departed Port Moresby 

1103/26 for Milne Bay was due 2000/27.
(5) "BUSBURY* escorting "KEY PITMAN" "THEDENS* "EMPIRE HAMBLE* 

departed Milne Bay 1414/26 for Port Moresby was due 
0700/aB .

(6) "SWAN* escorting "DUNTROON" departed Thursday Island 2038/27 
for Darwin ETA 1130/30.

(7) "YP.291" departed Port Moresby 1246/25 for Townsville was due 
0200/28. . ,

(8) "YP.236" dep. Thursday Island 0728/25 for Cairns ETA 1800/28*
(9) "YMS.10" "YMS.48" "YMS.70" sweeping vicinity Grafton Passage.

(10) "BISHOPDALE" dep. Cairns 1737/27 for Townsville was due 1100/28.
(11) "WARREGO" escorting ConvoyTS34 (*F#ING YOUNG" "CREMER") en route 

Townsville to Brisbane ETA 1300/28.
(12) "SMITH" escorting "CARINA" enroute Noumea to Tow nsv ills ETA 1300/30.
(13) "BALLARD" escorting 6 PTs en route Tulagi to Milne Bay ETA 3 l /5 .
(14) "YP.280" dep. Townsville 1158/24 for Milne Bay was due 1700/27.
(15) II.T."KATOOMBA" towing ML.817 en route Cairns to Thursday Island*
(16) "GYMPEE" escorting 8 LCT*s en route Mackay to Townsville.
(17) "GOULBURN" "LITHGOW" ML.425 escorting Convoy BV62 ("KOOLIGA" 

"M0NT0R0" "BAN HONG LIONG* * S. II. YOUNG* "A.JUDSON*
LST.455) departed Caloundra 1505/26. ML.425 to detach 
Lady Elliot Island and return Brisbane. "GOULBURN" 
"LITHGOW" to escort to Percy Is . aid return Brisbane*

(18) "GILMER" escorting 6 LCI»a departed Brisbane 1716/27 for Townsville 
ETA 1600/30*

(19) 8 submarines on patrol.

(fc) In Harbour:

Oro Bay

Milne Bay

Port Moresby

SC.731
"PULGANBAE"

- Warships & Aux. - "WHY ALL A” SC .747 "HILO" 15 PTs 
Merchant Vessels: "VAN SWOLL* "ARTHUR RIGGS" "JOSEPH

HOLT" "WILLIAM B.ALLISON"
Approx 50
HDML.1074 HDML.1161

"JOHN WHITTAKER* "ADMIRAL CHASE" 
"WILLIAM B.MEREDITH" "JUNIPERA SIERRA" "VAN DEN 
BOSCH"

Small Craft - Approx 20
-  1 -

- Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels:

Small Craft 
- Warships & Aux. - 

Merchant Vessels:



(Repairing,

(°)  Proposed Movements; 

(1) SC,741

"BOWEN"
"WILCANUIA" "CASTLEMAINE" "TULSA” 
VMS*50 12 PT»3
"SHEPPARTO N" "KATOOMBA" "KAPUNDA" 
"PLATYPUS" SC,752 ML,426 
2 PTs refitting 

"AUSTRALIA” "HOBART" "WARRAMUNGA" 
"aRUHTA" "PERKINS" "FLUSSBR" 
"DRAYTOH" nAASE KAERSE"
TDG.2

" SANDS" " HUMPHREYS" PC.1121 
SC. 738 SC, 750 "YUM AN" (ASIS)
8 LST*a "JffiREUR"

"ROCKHAMPTON"
"VENDETTA" "CAP DES PALJviES”
" "H.T,ALLEN" 8 LSTs YP.233 
YM3.46 YMS.51 YM3.52 YMS.53 

SC,698 SC,740 SC*741 SC,744 
ML.424 "KURUMBA" "PRESIDENT 

JOHNSON"
Trials etc .) - ''GEELQEfG"

Stephens Is , - Warships & Aux, -
Thursday Is, - Warships & Aux. -

YMS.9 YMS.49
Cairns mm warships & Aux. -

Cld Harbour Warships & Aux, -

Palm Island ea Warships & Aux. -
Townsville “ Warships & Aux. -

Maryborough Warships & Aax, -
Brisbane - Warships & Aux. -

"FULTON** "RISEL
YMS,8 YMS.ll
YMS.71 SC,648
SC. 748 SC,981

’VICTORIA"

SC,981 escorting 11 LCT*3 were to depart Caloundra 
2100/28 for Townsville#

(ii)  EffEKY FORCES

(1) Short lands - Reconnaissance a .hi,  27/5 observed 4 cargo vessels 
in the area east of Kahili, One of the ships was being 
unloaded into barges,

Buka - At approximately 0725/26, 7 enemy bombers fie* over 
17 Bougainville heading S.E ,

(3) Kavieng - At 1010/27, 2 gunboats escorting 6 carso vessels of 
3-5000

(2 )

entrance totons each were observed in the N.W, 
fjaselle Channel, course 120°.

(4) Rabaul - Photos 1000/27 reveals-
Shipping (N*end of Harbour obscured by cloud)

1 light cruiser - "YUBAHI" class 
5 destroyers
5 submarines 

25 merchant vessels totalling 118,000 tons 
To tal ZB ships

Aircraft - In Harbour 
Vunakanau 
Lakunai

- 1 flying boat, 11 floatplanes
- 39 fighters, 24 medium bombers
- 83 fighters, 6 medium bombers,

38 light bombers.
The above photos are incomplete and Rapopo aerodrome, 

where previous photos showed 5 F, 35 m/3 ,  4 l / b , was not 
covered. The minimum totals of land-based aircraft would 
thus appear to be approximately 130 fighters, 65 medium bombers, 
45 light bombers.

Work continues on the new Her a vat Aerodrome,
(5) Cape Orford - At 1715/27, a submarine was sighted off Cape

Orford proceeding south.
(6) Wewak - Photos 1015/27 reveali»

Dagua (partially obscured) - IS fighters, 6 L/B 
Wewak (badly blurred) - 36 prob, F,
Boram - 7  fighters,12 l / b , 3 m/ b

58 Fighters 18 l / b , JTm/ b 
But aerodrome was apparently not covered? previous photos 
showed 16 L /B , on this aerodrome,

(7) Madang - 5 B ,25 's  &ttacking the aerodrome area 0935/26 in
conjunction with 4 Liberators (reported in yeateafeyis Summary 
27/5) sighted 12 enemy bombers at 0920/26, 15 miles S .E . of 
Madang course south,

(8) Morobe-Douglas Harbour Area - Approximately 30 enemy aircraft
raided Morobe Harbour, Mambare Bay, and Douglas Harbour 
between 1030 and 1055/26,

The formation included at lea3t 7 Zeros, 8 medium 
bombers and 8 light bombers.

2



All three places were bombed and strafed but reports 
to hand indicate that damage was light while one person was 
killed and another wounded*

The report of a group of aircraft sighted 15 miles 
S .E . of Madang heading south at 0920/26 indicates that at 
least part of the raiding force came from the Wewak air 
bases.

(9) Lae - The aerodrome and dispersal areas, buildings and Terrace, 
Jacobsen's Plantation, Labu Lagoon and the Malahang wreck 
were attacked 1000-1115/27 by 6 Beaufighters followed by 8 
strafing B,25*s with 9 Liberators and 7 bombing B ,25*s, Two 
aircraft were observed on the runway and both were destroyed* 

One Beaufighter was lost.

NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Qo/28i 

(1) 4 submarines cn patrol*

(b) In Barbour s

Darwin - .ar shios & Aux. - "INVERELL" ML.814 ML,815
Merchant Vessels : "SIBIGO" "CARDROSS" "ALAGNA"

Merauke - Warships & Aux. - "LATROBE"
Merchant Vessels t "WANAKA*

(ii) EHEHY FORCES

(1) Merauke Area - The report of enemy aircraft over Okaba at
4S/k54 has been discounted,

(2) Kai Islaads - Langgoer airfield was attacked 1930-2015/27
by 3 Hudsons and a B.25.

SOUTH WESTERN AREA

( ! )  ACLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 12Q&/28t

(1) * ADELAIDE* was to RV with "HESSITAGE" in position 32°58»S#
109°45’E at 1000/27 and escort to Melbourne*

(2) "TROMP" escorting ’’DOMINION MONARCH" "NIETJW AMSTERDAM" departed
Fremantle 1100/26 to RV with ’’SUSSEX” in position 
25°15fS, 90°54»E p.nu 29/5 , "TJERK KIDDES” was to 
provide local escort to 110°E*

(3) "YP.288" departed Exmouth Gulf 1700/24 for Fremantle was due
1200/28,

(4) "HERON” departed Exmouth Gulf 26/5 ETA Geraldton 1200/28,

(b) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux. - "VAN GALEN" "DUBBO" "HORSHAM"
"WALLAROO” "WHIPPOORWILL" "OTUS” "CHILDS" 

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "VAN HEEMSKERK" "W.B.PRESTON"
"PELIAS" "LARK" "CHANTICLEER" SC.739 SC.751 
"ISABEL" YP. 286

EASTERN & SOUTHERN AREA

(i) jg&IED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 32 CO/28:

(1) "CONYNGHAM" returning Sydney after escort duty with "MOUNT VERNON"
(2) "DELORAINE" "KALGOOSLIE" "YANDRA" "MORESBY" escorting Convoy

- 3 -



(3)

(4)

(5)

PG52 departed Caloundra 1230/26 ETA Newcastle 1705/28, 
Sydney 2205/29*

"BUNDABERG "DOOMBA" escorting Convoy PC95 (15 vesssis inciwding 
"BUMGAHE") dep. Port Phillip 222>?/27 to RV In Wilson’ s 
promontory area with "WARHNAMBOOL1 'MILDURA11 "FREMANTLE 
"BINGERA" escorting Convoy CO95 ETA Convoy 0C95 Pors 
Kembla 1800/30, Sydney 2359/30, Newcastle 0800/31, 

"QUIBERON11 "NEPAL" dep. Port Phillip 1525/26 for Fremantle ETA

"BENDTOO" en route Sydney to Cape Moreton to RV with aid join 
"PIRI3" "ECHUCA" escorting Convoy P052A (2 vessels 
including "POYANG") at approx 120O/2B. Convoy to 
proceed Sydney*

(6) "BROOKS" departed Sydney 0951/27 for Townsville,

(b) In Harbouri

Sydney - Warships 8c Aux, - 'VESTAL" 1 BALIA RAT" ^BENJLLA"
?,SYBR4" "COOTA WJNDRA "BROOME ' "OLABSTONi,*
*0OLAC" "GLENELG" "GOLDSTAR'* "ALSEY'1

A If GAN ILL A" (A3) SC.742 9 A PC IMS * 7 2 MIZAR

^BA M O N ^"R A DF O R D* "HENL3Y" "HELM" "STUART" 
"ALIENA" "MANUNDA" (AH)

(On Reserve) ^WSSTRALIA" "KA^IMBLA”
Jervis Bav - Warships & Aux. - "TOWNSVILLE
Melbourne ’ - Warships & Aux, - "SANOORA" "ABRAHAM CitIJNoSEN 

(Refitting) nLB TRIOMPEAUP"

(c) Proposed Movements i

(1) "COLAC* "BALLARAT" "GLENELG" to depart Sydney so as to RV
Newcastle section Convoy 0096 off Nobby’ s Head at Oo j O/29.
" TOWNSVILLE" ML*428 THL.s Ik to dep. Sydney 133D/29 with 
Svdnev section and join Newcastle section off Sydney. Kk.428 
ML.818 to be detached at 0600/31 and ir oceed to base a*, Eden

C Repair! ng)

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(1
(2

(I) ALLIED FORCES

At
At

Vanlkoro - THORNTON (A W )  x
Espiritu Santo - HO30LULU HELENA ST.iiOUIb NAd-IVIjjLE (CL) 

‘ "STRONG NICHOLS WARD CHEVALIER (DD) CURTIS 3 TANGIER (AV) 
HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) DIXIE (AD) MACKINAC (AV?)

(3) At Noumea'- INH ANA MASSACHUSETTS NOMH CAFC LINA (B3) SARATOGA 
VIC TO’.2 OUS (CV) LEANDER SAS DIS®0 bAN JUAN (CL ) /vluiY 
WOODWORTH HOPKINS BUCHANAN PANNING CASE PATTERSON 
MAURY SAUFLfcY STANLY LAMSON 3SLFRIDGB DUNLAP GRIDIEl 
RALPH TALBOT PRINGLE DENT CUMMINGS BAGLEY MUGFORD 
TALBOT (DD) CHSVREUIL (Sloop) PULLER PRES.JACKSON 
PRES. HAYES PR3S.ADAMS (A?) PROMETHEUS (AR) PITNEY (AD) 

POGOMOKE (AV J
Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
Sanoa - GWIN WATERS (DD) TREVOR (DM) AMERICAN IE GI ON AP)

Guadalcanal Area - JAMESTOWN (?G) BOBOLINK 1AIL VIREO (AM) 
LOCUST BUTTERNUT (YN) WANDANK (IT) ORTOLAN (AoR)
MENOMINEE (AT) STIATFORD (AP) PATHFINDER (AGS)

At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND D&N/ER
MONTPELLIER (CL} CHENANGO SANGAMON SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON 
CONVERSE WALLER PHILIP REN5HAW LANS 1ILS0I CONWAY (DC

At Wellington - TAILOR (DD) TRACY (DM) LIBRA (AK)

(4)
(5)
(6 )

(7)

At
At

(8 )

(II) EBBaY FORCES

Fill-New Hebrides Area - At 0650/27, 2 subicarines were sighted^ 
By aircraft approxTo miles E .N .E . of Aneityom Is. course 855 .

In addition, a possible enemy submarine was repor-ed
at 1215/27 ir v ic in it y  of'20°45*S 172°52«E {95 miles south of 
Kundavu I s , ,  F iji) while a d/ f fix  was made within 50 miles of 

12 S 171 E (255 miles E .N .E .
1936/27*

’ J. <m- «*»«>. — — — —--

of Vanua Lava, New Hebrides) at



ENEMY'S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

Consolidation north coast New Guinea and East Indies 
including aircraft reinforcement.

Sporadic air raid3 on allied forward operational bases 
In S .W .P .A . and lines of communication.

Increased activity in Northern Theatre.

Intense submarine activity including transportation 
and offensive operations in all theatres.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .
ff.TO";, s.r.'F.xr

20/ 5/43



MOST SECRET

28 .5 ,43

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY

PART II

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OP BATTLE

£  1 , SOUTHWEST & SOUTH PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific a ,„ 4-v Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks<
(Eastern Section) South Pacific Solomons

BB

cv

ACV

CA

CL

DD

•*
x
x

*

AUSTRALIA

HOBART

ARUHTA
WARRAMUNGA
LE TRIOMPBANT
0 'BAUSON
RADFORD
HELM
HENLEY
PERKINS
CONYNGHAM
MAHAN
STUART
VENDETTA
NEPAL
QUISERON

x

NORTE CAROLINA
INDIANA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

SARATOGA
VICTORIOUS

CHENANGO 
SA KGAKQN 
SUWANNEE

HONOLULU
HELENA
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
LEAND2R
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN

Approx 40

MUTSU
NAGATO

HOSHO (Training Ship)

ZUIHO

ATAGO
TAKAO
CHOKAI 

x A DBA

JINTSU 
SENDAI 
XATORI 
KASHIMA 
NAGAHA 
ISUZU 

x KUMA

Approx 30

Non-effective



0

4
PT

apa / apd/ aka

X
X

H.T.ALLEN
MANOGRA
W3STRALIA
SANXMBLA
BROOKS
GILMER
SANDS
HUMPHREYS

AS or XAS PULTON 3 or more

AD DOBBIN DIXI3
WHITIEJT

AR RIGEL PROMETHEUS 2
VESTAL

A c R A F T  (N.E.Area Only)

MMghters 221
M/Bombers 230
SE/Bombers 2
Plying Boats 6
Floatplanes 53
Transport a/ g 19

x Non-effective

m 2 »



f

2. CENTRAL PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

YAMATO
MUSA Sill
ISE
FUSO
YAMA3EIR0 
HYUGA 
KONOO 
HA RUM

ZUIKAKU
3E0KASU

HAYATAEA 
HIT AKA
RYUHO

CHUYO
UNYO
OTAKA

NACHI
MYOKO
HAOURO
TORE
TIEUMA
SUZUYA
KUMANO

OCA - 6

CL tiff,. EIGH ABUEUMA
DETROIT AGAKO

XCL - 4

AV/CVS ? NI33KIN

XAV/XCVS ? 2

DD Approx 20 Approx 24

Approx 40 Approx 25

H B /X A S  ? 2

TAMA
KISC

2

1

9

Approx 15

x Fo b-effective

- 3 -

3. NORTHERN PACIFIC

CL CCNOORD
TRENT* ON 
RICHMOND

XCL

XAV/XCVS 

jp  10

SS 10

BB WASHINGTON
XT'A HO
MISSISSIPPI 
SEW MEXICO 
PENNSYLVANIA
NEVADA
WEST VIRGINIA 
CALIFORNIA 
TENNESSEE

ENTERPRISE

ACV NASSAU
ALTAMAHA 
COPAEEE 
LONC- ISLAND

CA LOUISVILLE
J K  SAN FRANCISCO
~  WICHITA

NE?v ORLEANS 
PORTLAND 
INDIANAPOLIS 

x SALT LAKE CITY 
x PENSACOLA 
x MINNEAPOLIS



4. EAST INDIES - INDIAN OCEAN

ALLIED FORGES ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
(Western Section)

Eastern Fleet Area East Indies-Philippines

BB WAR8PITE
RESOLUTION
REVENGE

4  ILLUSTRIOUS

CL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

SS

ADELAIDE
VAN HEEMSKERK
TROMP

CHILDS
HERON
W.B.PRESTON

TJERK HIDDES 
VAN GALEN

SUSSEX 
x HASTEINS 
*  FR03ISBER

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
KENYA
CERES 
DAUNTIE SS 
CAPETOWN 
DURBAN 
CAR&DOC

4  ALAUNIA 
CARTHAGE 
CHITRAL 
RANPURA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

ALBATROSS

Approx 27

GRAYLING )
GRENADIER ) A n . _ 
TAMBOR ) 0n Patro1
TAUTOG )

TROUT At Exmouth Gulf 

GAR )
THRESHER ) At Premantle 
K,12 )

AS or XAS PELIAS

AIRCRAFT (N.W.Area Only)

Fighters 
M/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport A/C

No recent intelligence. 
Present location uncertain.

KASHII
01
KITAQAMI 

x NATORI 
KINTJ

KAMO I 
x NOTORO

10

n Non-effective



C . C . I . C .

P A R T I.

A. SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1. NQKTII EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/29:

(1) "DRAYTON" was to depart Cid Harbour 1200/28 for Sydney ETA 1500/30.
(2) “SC.747" escorting *VAN SWOIL" dep. Milne Bay 0848/22 for Bell Belt,
(3) "BUNBURY" escorting "JOHN WHITTAKER" departed Port Moresby 1333/28

for Milne Bay ETA 1700/29.
(4'-)b^HYALLA" departed Milne Bay 1645/27 for survey ground.
(5) "SUMNER" "SC .745" "SC#749" surveying Deboyne Is . area.
(6) "YMS.10" "YHS.48" "YMS.70" sweeping vicinity Grafton Passage.
(7) "BISHOPDALE" dep. Cairns 1737/27 for Townsville, was due 1100/28.
(8) “SMITH" escorting "CARINA" enroute Noumea to Townsville ETA 1300/30.
(9) "BALLARD" escorting 6 PTs en route Tulagl to Milne Bay ETA 31 /5 .

(10) "YP.291" departed Townsville 1746/28 for Brisbane ETA 2000/31.
(11) “GOULBURN" "LITHGOW" were to HV with Convoy VB35 ("MANGOLA" “HENRY

D.THOREAU") off High Peak at 0700/29 and escort to 
Brisbane. “YAKRA" "TIME" ex Gladstone to HV with and 
join convoy at 2300/29.

"ML.425” en route Lady Elliot Island to Brisbane.
"BROOKS" en route Sydney to Townsville.
“GILMER" escorting 6 LGI*s departed Brisbane 1716/27 for Townsville 

ETA 1600/30.
"SC.741“ “SC.981“ escorting 11 LCT*s were to depart Caloundra 

2100/28 for Townsville.
"YMS.11 YMS.51 YMS.52 YMS.53 departed Caloundra 1621/28 for 

Townsville.
8 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbours

(1 2 )
(13)
(14)

Oro Bay 

Milne Bay

Port Moresby

Stephens Is . 
Thursday Is,

SC. 731 
"PULGANBAR"
"WAGGA" "SC ,746" "YP.280" "HILO" 
15 PT3

Merchant Vesselss "ARTHUR RIGGS" "JOSEPH HOLT"
"WILLIAM ALLISON" "CITY OF FORT 
WORTH" "ANHUI"
Approx 50

"MAHAN" HDML.1074 HDML.1161
"KEY PITMAN" “ADMIRAL CHASE" 

"’WILLIAM B.MEREDITH" "JUNIPERA SIERRA" "TAROONA" 
"VAN DEN BOSCH" "THEDENS" "EMPIRE RAMBLE"

Small Craft - Approx 20 
Warships & Aux. - "BOWEN"
Warships k Aux. - “WILCANNIA" "CASTLEMAINE" "TULSA" 

YMS.9 YMS.49 YMS.50 ML.817 12 PT«s

- Warships & Aux. - 
Merchant Vessels t

- Warships & Aux. -

Small Craft 
- Warships & Aux. - 

Merchant Vessels:

- 1  -



- Warships & Aux. - "SHEPPARTON" '’KATOOMBA'* "KAPUNDA
"PLATYPUS” 30.732 YP.236
ML.426 2 PTs refitting

- Warships .St Aux. - "AUSTRALIA* "HOBART,s "WARRAMUNGA
"aruhua" " p e k k ix s " ,!f l u sse r "

- Warships & Aux. - YDS.2
- Warships & Aux. - " SANDS" "HUMPHREYS" "GYMPIE"

PC.1121 SC.738 3C.750 "YUNNAN" (ASIS)
8 LST's 7 LCTs "MERKUR" "AAS3 MAERSK"

- Warships & Aux. - "ROCKHAMPTON"
- Warships & Aux, - "VENDETTA" "CAP DES PALMES" 

"WARREGO" "PULTON" "RIGEL" "H .T , ALLEN" 3 LSTs 
YP. 233 YMS.8 YMS,46 YMS, 71 SC.698 S3,740 
30,744 SC,748 ML.424 "KURUMBA" "PRESIDENT 
JOHNSON"

(Repairing, Tilals etc) - "GEELONG" "VICTORIA"

( i i ) ENEMy FORCES

(1) New Georgia - Native sources report that Japanese landed on
fj'atuka'i Ta, p.m. 26/5 from 2 barges.

Owing to bad weather, no shipping was located at about 
0800/28 in the Koloenbangara area by a staik^nission can sis ting 
of 24 torpedo and dive-bombers rci th 48 f i l t e r s . Targets at 
Munda were attacked instead* Intense A,A, fire was encountered 
and 3 torpedo bombers wsre hit, of which tw6 force-landed in 
the seas crews are safe,

(2) Bougainville - At 0730/27, 3 enemy bombers passed over Central
Bougainville heading S.E .

(3) New treland-gulca - At 0830/28, a four ship convoy was sighted
by aircraft 2o miles E .N .E . of East Cape (New Ireland), course 
130 , speed 10 knots. Photographs show the convoy to comprise 
2 merchant ships (1500-2000 ton3 each), 1 coaster and a sub. 
chaser,

Probably the same convoy, although reported to consist 
of 2 cargo vessels and 3 sub.chasers, was reported at 1540/28
5 ailes If* of Cape Henpan (N, Buka Is .)  course 160°,

The convoy would appear bound for Buka Passage or the 
Shortlands base,

(4) Namatanai Area - Photographs 0835/28 reveal the construction of
a runway 14'10 x 50 yards on Elizabeth Bay (E.coast 25 miles 
S.E, of ££ asm tana i ) .  No aircraft or A.A. positions are visible 
brut 9 fighter revetments are, under constructlai ,

(5) Kavieng Area - At approx 1100/28, 1 cargo vessel escorted by 2
sub.chasers, was sighted by aircraft 65 miles N. of Kavieng 
course 310°, speed 14 knots.

(6) Atallkllkun Bay - Merchant ships sere observed by aircraft in
Ataliklikun Bay at 0830/28. Distance prevented accurate 
observation as to si*e or number.

(7) Bogla-Madang - At 0900/28'* a 6 ship convoy was sighted by aircraft
90 miles N.R.W. of Hansa Bay course 150“* speed 10 knots. 
Photographs show the convoy to consist of 4 merchant ships 
of 5000 tons each, escorted by 1 destroyer and 1 gunboat. The 
convoy was shadowed until 1730/28 when in a position 25 miles 
N.N.W. of Hansa Bay course lMx& 160 speed 10 knots,

(8) Wewak - Dagua, Boram and Wewak aerodromes wsre attacted 0345-
0446/28 by 4 Liberators and 6 Fortresses,

NORTH WESTERN AREA

(I) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/29;

(1) "SWAN" escorting "UUNTRDON" departed Thursday Island 2038/27
for Darwin ETA 1130/30.

(2) "IHVERELL" escorting Convoy DT22 ("ALAGNA" "CARDROSS") departed
Darwin 0532/^S for Thursday Island ETA 0800/2 June,

(3) 5 submarines on patrol,

Cairns

Cid Harbour

Palm Island 
Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane



(b) In Harbour :

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - ML.814 ML.815
Merchant Vessels* "SIBIGQ*

Merauke - warships & Aux. - "LA3PRQSE*
Merchant Vesselss "WANAKA*

(II) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Millimgimbi - Eight energy medium bombers escorted by six 
Zeros raided Millimgimbi aerodrome 1340/28. A few drums 
of petrol were destroyed but otherwise only slight damage 
and no casualties were caused. Six Spitfires intercepted 
and preliminary reparts indicate that 3 enemy bombers 
were destroyed and others damaged# Two Spitfires were 
lost but the pilot of one is safe,

SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORGES

(a) At Sea to 1200/29:

(1) "ADELAIDE” was to RV with "HERMITAGE" in position 32°58*S,
l09c43fE at 1000/27 said escort to Melbourne,

(2) "TRGMP" returning Fremantle after escort duty Indian Ocean area,
(3) QUIBERON" ffNEPAL” departed Port Phillip 1525/26 for Fremantle

ETA 1700/30,
(4) "VAK KEEMSKERK" "PELIAS" "ISABEL" "CHANTICLEER8 SC .739 SC.751

en route Exmcuth Gulf to Fremantle ETA 0800/30.

(b) In Harbour?

Fremantle - Warships & Aux, - J,TJERK HIDDES" "VAN GALEN"
"DUBBO" "HORSHAM" "WALLAROO" "WHIPP00R^ILLw 
"OTUS" "CHILDS" YP.288 

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "W.B.PRESTON* "LARK" YP.286 
Geraldton - Warships & Aux. - "HERON"

EASTERN A SOUTHERN AREA

(i ) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At 3e£ to 1200/29:

(1) "HENLEY" departed Sydney 1353/28 for Townsville,
(2) "PIRIE" "ECHUCA" ^BENDIGO" escorting Convoy PG52A (2 vessels

including "FCYANG !) an route tape More ton to Svdney 
ETA 2200/30*

(3) "DELORAIFS" "KALGOOKLIE" "YANDRA" wMORESBY" escorting Convoy
PS-52 departed Caloundra 1230/26 ETA Newcastle 1105/29. 
Sydney 1605/30*

(4) "COLAC" "BALLARAT" "‘GLENELG" departed Sydney 2326/28 to RV with
Newcastle portion Convoy C096 off Nobbv*s Head at 
0530/29. "TOWNSVILL2 n ML.42B ML.818 to depart Sydney 
1330/29 with Sydney section and join Newcastle section 
off Sydney. ML.428 ML.818 to be detached at 0600/31 
and proceed to base at Sden*

(5) HL*431 ML,819 departed Sydney 1003/28 for Jervis Bay.
(6) qWARRNAMBDOL" "MILDURA” *?REMAKTLEn "BUNDABERG" escorting Convoy

OS95 (17 vessels incl. "BUNGAREE") en route Port Kembla 
ETA 1800/30. Sydney ETA 2359/30, Newcastle 0800/31,

fb) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. - ‘'GONYNGHAH" "VESTAL" "BE NALL A"
"KSfBRA* "COOTAMUNDRA" "BROOME" "GLADSTONE" 
"TOWNSVILLE" "GOLDSTAR'' ”ALS£Y" "wANGANELLA” (AS) 
SC*742 S APC YMS.72 "MIZAR" ML.428 ML,818

- 3 «•



Sydney (Contd.)
(Repairing) "O'BANNON* ^RADFORD" "HELM" "STDART” "ALHENA"

"MANUNDA" (AH)
(On Reserve) "WESTRALIA” "KANIHBLA"

Melbourne - Warships & Au k . - "RANOORA" "ABRAHAM GKEJNSSEN"
"DOOMBA*

{Refitting) nLE TRIOMPHANT"

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA:

(1 j ATXIED FORGES

(1) At Vanikoro - THORNTON (AVD)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - HONOLULU SELESTA ST.LOUIS BASEVILLE (CL)

SCR ON G NICHOLS WARD CHEVALIER (DD) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) 
HU3JTER LIGGETT (AP) DIXIE (AD) MACKINAC (AV?)

(3) It  Noumea - INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS NORTH CAROLINA (BB) SARATOGA
VICTORIOUS (CV) SAN DIEGO SAM JUAN (CL) EILTY WOODWORTH 
HOPKINS BUCHANAN FANNING CASE PATTERSON MAURY 3 A UTLEY 
S3LFRIDSS DUNLAP FRIDLEY RALPH TALBOT PRINGLE DENT 
CUMMINGS BAGLEY MUGFORD TALBOT (DD) CHEVREUIL (Sloop) 
JAMESTOWN (PG) PRES. JACKSON PRES, HAYES PHES. ADAMS (A?) 
PROMETHEUS (AR) WHIHffil (AD) POCOMOKS (AV)

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At .Samoa - GWIN WATERS (DD) TREVOR (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (AP)
(6) Guadalcanal Area - BOBOLINK RAIL VIREO (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT(YN

WAN DANK. (YT) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) STRATFORD (AP) 
PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SAN GAM ON SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON 
CCS? VERSE WALLER PHILIP KEN SHAW LANG WILSON CONWAY (DD

(8) At Wellington - TAYLOR (DD) TRACY (DM) LIBRA (AK)

NAVAL INCIDENTS

N I L .

ENEMY'S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Consolidation north coast New Guinea and East Indies
including aircraft reinforcement,

(2) Sporadic air raids on allied forward operational bases
in S .W .P .A . and lines of communication.

(3) Increased activity in Northern Theatre.

For DIRECTOR C .O .I .C .
gTITq . ,  s .w . pTaT

29/ 5/43
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MOST SECRET

29 .5 ,43

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART II  

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OP BATTLE

1. SOUTHWEST & SCUTE PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific
Truk-Jalui t-Bi smai*cks« 

Solomons

BB

CV

m
ACV

CA AUSTRALIA

NORTH CARD LIKA
INDIANA
MA33ACHUSETTS
IvIARYLAND
COLORADO

SARATOGA
VICTORIOUS

CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE

MUTSU 
WAGAT0

HOSHO (Training Ship)

ZU'IHO

ATAGO 
TAKAO 
CKOKAI 

*  AOBA

CL HOBART

*
XCL

DD ARTIST A 
WAP.RAMUNGA 

*  LE TRIOMPHANT 
x OfBANNON 
x RADFORD 
n HELM 
- riEHLEY 

ERKINS 
CONYE[G HAM 
MAHAN 
STUART 
VENDETTA

HONOLULU
EELEM
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
LEAN DER
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN

Approx 40

JIM'TSU
SENDAI
KATORI
KASHIMA
nagaka

ISUZU
x KUMA

Approx 30

x Non-effective

- 1 -



Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

Truk-Jaluit-Biamarcks* 
Solomons

AV/CVS

^lv/xcvs

PT

apa / apd/ aka

ALBACORE
DRUM
PETO

) S*31
) At Brisbane 
)

{"SATO

GREE3LING 
GROUPER 
3RCWLSR 
(3UARDPISH 
SO AMP
SILVER SI DBS 
TTJHA )

On Patrol

E*S At Sydney

II, T* ALLEN 
MANOORA

36 WESTRALIA
*  KAN IMBLA 

BROOKS 
GILMER 
SAND 3 
HUMPHREYS

CURTISS
TANGIER

5

Approx 30

10 A?A
11 APD 
6 AKA

Approx 30

CHITOSE
AKITSUSKIMA

5

?

3 or mere

DIXIE
WHITNEY

PROMETHEUS 2

^(fcCRAFT (N.E.Area Only)

Fighters 
M/Bombers 
SE/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Fleatplanes 
Transport a/ c

242
230

2
6

53
19

AS or XAS ?UL?0N

AD DOBBIN

AR ; RIGEL
VESTAL

*  Non-effective

2



* 2* CENTRAL PACIFIC
ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

BB

CV

XCV

ACV

GA

OCA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

1 9
AS/XAS

WASHINGTON
IDAHO
MISSISSI PPI
new Me x ic o

PENNSYLVANIA
NEVADA
WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE

ENTERPRISE

It

x
n

NASSAU 
fiLTAMAHA 
COPAHEE 
LONG ISLAND

LOUISVILLE
SAN FRANCISCO
WICHITA
NEW ORLEANS
PORTLAND
INDIANAPOLIS
SALT LAKE CITY
PENSACOLA
MINNEAPOLIS

RALEIGH
DETROIT

Approx 20 

Approx 4C 

?

Y AHA TO 
MUSASHX 
ISE 
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA
KONGO
HARUNA

ZUIKAKU
SHOKAKU

EAYATAKA
KITAKA
HYUHO

CHUYO
CTAKA

MYOEO 
Ha  OUR 0 
TO NFS 
TIKUMA 
SU2UYA 
iOJKANO

ABUKUMA
A3AN0

4

NISSHIN

2

Approx 24 

Approx 25

2

CA

CL

XCL

XAV/XCVS

#
SS

3,

CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

10

NORTHERN PACIFIC

10

NACHI

TAMA
KISO

2

1

9

Approx 15

x Non-effective
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British —  M OST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQU ARTERS 

SOU TH  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA 

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

DAILY N AVAL SUMMARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 433 Date: 30til May, 1943.

P A R T  I .

A. SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA 

NORTH EASTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/30 ;

(1) "MAHAN" escorting "TAROONA" dep. Port Moresby 1033/29 en route
Townsville. ETA 0700/31. "MAHAN" to rejoin C .T .F . 74 in Palm 
Island.

(2) "SC .747" escorting "VAN SWOLL" dep. Milne Bay 0848/28 for Beli
Beli.

(3) "WHYALLA" departed Milne Bay 1645/27 for survey ground.
(4) "BOWEN" escorting "MAETSUYCKER" "ANDREW D. M IT E " from Stephens

Is . to Port Moresby.
(5) "SUMNER" "SC .745" "SC .749" surveying Deboyne Is . area.
(6) "YMS.10" "YMS.48" "YMS.70" sweeping vicinity Grafton
(7) "SC .732" escorting "CAPE LEEUWIN" was to depart Cairns 0400/30

en route Willis I s . ,  returning approximately 0800/3/6 .
(8) "SMITH" escorting "CARINA" en route Noumea to Townsville ETA

1300/30.
(9) "BALLARD" eseorting 6 PTs en route Tulagi to Milne Bay ETA 3 l /5 .

(10) "YP.291" departed Townsville 1746/28 for Brisbane ETA 2000/31.
(11) "GOULBURN" "LITHGOW" escorting Convoy VB35 ("MANGOLA" "HENRY D.

THOREAU" "YARRA" "TIME" "E .R . SILL*') to Brisbane .
(12) "S .C .741" "S .C .981 " escorting 11 LCT's departed Caloundra

- 2120/28 for Mackay. ETA Mackay 0500/1 June. ETA Townsville
I I 00 /5  June. ETA Cairns 2100/8 June.

(13) "VENDETTA" "S .C .648rt "S .C .748" escorting Convoy BV63 ("PRESIDENT
JOHNSON" "VAN HEUTZ" and "NANCY HANKS" 5 were to depart 
Brisbane 1500/30. "S .C .648” "S .C .748 " to be detached with 
Gladstone Section and when reac^, to provide onwa? d escort 
to Percy Islands and then return Brisbane. "VENDETTA" to 
continue escort of "PRESIDENT JOHNSON" to Whitsunday Passage.

(14) U .S .S . "DRAYTON" departed Brisbane 0900/30 escorting "CREMER"
to Sydney.

(15) "ML.425” en route Laĉ r Elliot Island to Brisbane.
(16) "BROOKS" en route Sydney to Townsville.
(17) "GILMER" escorting 6 LC I’s departed Brisbane 1716/27 for

TowrisvliXXSt EG?A 1,600/ 3 0  ®
(18) "YMS. 11" "YMS!51" "YMS . 52 " " "YMS. 53 " departed C 3c undr a 1621/28

for Townsville.
. (19) 8 submarines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Oro Bay - Warships & Aux. - SC.731.
Merohant Vessel: "ANHUI"

Milne Bay - Warships & Aux. - "BUNBURY" "WAGGA" "SC .746"
"YP.280" "HILO" 15 PTs.

Merchant Vessels: "ARTHUR RIGGS" "JOSEPH HOEP " 
"PULGANBAR" "WILLIAM ALLISON" "CITY OF FORT 
WORTH" "JOHN WHITTAKER.



Port Moresby -

Thursday Is, 

Cairns

Old Harbour

Palm Island 
Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane

(Repairing,

Small Craft - Approx.50,
Warships & Aux. HDML.1074 3DML. 1161 
Merchant Vessels i "KEY PITMAN" "ADMIRAL CHASE1* 

"WILLIAM B.MEREDITH" "JUNIPERA SIERRA 
"VAN DEN BOSCH" "THEDENS" "EMPIRE HAMBLE" 

Small Craft - Appe*ox.20,
Warships & Aux. - "tflLCMNIA" "CAS TIE MAINE"

"TULSA" YMS.9 YMS.49 YMS*50 ML.317 12 PTs. 
Warships & Aux. - "SHEPPARTON" "KATOOMBA* 

"KAPUNDA" "PLATYPUS" SC.732 YP.236 ML.426 
2 PTs refitting.

Warships & Aux. - "AUSTRALIA" "HOBART"
"WARRAMUNGA" "ARUNTA" "PERKINS" "PLUSSER" 

Warships & Aux. - YDG.2.
Warships & Aux. - "SANDS11 "HUMPHREYS" "GYMPIE" 

P C .l ia  SC.738 SC#750 "YUNNAN" (ASIS)
8 LST1s 7 LCTs "MERKUR" "AASE MAERSK" 

Warships & Aux. - "ROCKHAMPTON"
Warships & Aux. - "DAN DE3 PALMES" "FULTON"

“ "H.T.ALLEN" 8 LSTs YP.233 YMS.8 
YMS.71 SC.693 SC.740 SC*744 
"KURUMBA"
- "GE5L ONG" "VICTORIA" "WARREGO"

"RIGEL" 
YMS.46 
ML.424 

Trials etc. )

(c) Proposed Movements:

TN.98 consisting of portion A ("VAN SPILBERGEN,f escorted by
"KAPUNDA" and SC.750 fir Moresby) and portion B ("YOCHOW" 
and "WE28? CACTUS" escorted by "KATOOMBA® for Milne Bay) 
are to depart 1800/30. A* portion STA Moresby lQOO/3/6 
and B portion ETA Moresby Milne Bay lOOO/s/6.

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

(1) Kolombangara - Early p.m. 28/5, a small vessel probably of
the freighter type with stack aft entered Blaekett Strait 
from the West. The vessel departed to N.W, at about midnight 
28/5.

(2) Bmpress Augusta Bay - At 1530/29, a possible light cruiser
and a destroyer were observed by aircraft off the Bay, 
course 280° speed 25 knots. The aircraft strafed the 
vessels, and also dropped bombs without success.

It is noted that enemy shipping has been 
routed along the W, coast of Bougainville with some regu- 
la rity recentl y.

(3) Rabaul - Photos 1015/29 reveal
Shipping - 1 light cruiser "YUBARI" class.

1 damaged destroyer "FUBUKI* class.
1 destroyer tender 
4 submarines - 2 R0-100 class and
1 sub-tender
2 sub-chasers
1 nine sweeper
2 tankers totalling 13,500 tons 

22 nerchant vessels 101,500 tons
Total. . .3 5  Ships 

The position is relatively static. There are 4 fewer 
destroyers present than shorn by the previous photos 27/5 ; 
two of these missing units may be those sighted off Empress 
Augusta Bay 15 30/29 (see above).
Aircraft - Lakunai 5 m/ b  35 F .

Vunakanau22 "
Rapopo 28 " 4 " 

ma Harbour 
Total^ of which . . .  ~~5F~m/b  S9~F.

A significant feature of the above airoraft figures is the 
absence of some 50 fighters from Lakunai, * e r e  they normally 
total about 85. This may be in connection with shipping 
arrivals In the Hansa Bay area.

2 of 250 ft, 
(length.

27 possibleL/B 
20 * "

- (largely obscured by&Loud) 
2 f /b  6 F/P 

V T  " 2 F/B 6 F/P

-2-



|(4) Sanaa Bay - At 0700/29 a Liberator reported the follow! ng 
vessels in the Hansa Bay areaj 
1 cargo vessel (3-5000 tons) in Hansa Bay 
1 large destroyer ) Between Manam Island and 
1 possible gunboat) Mainland*
3 other unidentified vessels 3 miles I .E .  of Manam Is , 
heading toward lansa Bey. The aircraft was attacked by
4 out of 9 enemy fighters seen, and 2 of them were 
destroyed.

Photos taken 1035/9 by a Lightning reveal 
1 Fubuki class destroyer, 3 cargo vessels (5,000 tons each)
1 coaster, aLl stationary in or near the Bay, and 20 
barges. Large quantities of 3tores are visible in the 
cocoanut grove fringing the harbour, indicating that the 
ships had been at least partially discharged.

34 gun batteries, probably including machine gun 
posts, are also visible along the shores of the Bay.

The above reports link up s&th the 6 ship convoy 
seen at 1730/28 25 miles N.N.W. of Hansa Bay, course 
16 0° (refer yesterday's Summary 28 /5 ).

At 1740/29, 6 ships were observed by aircraft 
12 miles N.E* by N. of Hansa Bay course 45°, and at 
1810/29, 12 miles N.W, of Hansa Bay course 140 , indicating 
possibly dispersal of the convoy from the Bay in antici­
pation of an air strike at dusk, similar to that on the 
occasion of the last Hansa Bsgr convoy ^ 4 ,

(5) Madang - At 0612/29, 3 small cargo vessels were observed
by aircraft 5 miles H ,E , of Malang, course 180°, in 
addition to 1 small boat in the Harbour, The 3 small 
vessels may be engaged on coastal traffic between Wewak 
and Madang.

At 1015-1049/29, Madang aerodrome and dock area 
were bombed by 4 Fortresses.

(6) Lae - The aerodrome was reported in use 29/5, when 1 fighter 
“T a n d ed  at 06 50 hrs# and 3 took off for W, at 0717/29.

Photos of Malahang strip 0850/29 show it to be 
serviceable, but no aircraft are v isible .

(7) Mubo Area - An allied patrol encountered a strong enemy
ambush 1100 yards S. by E , of Mubo,

2. NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) A  LIED FORGES

(a) At Sea to 1200/30:

(1) ”SWM b escorting '’DUHTROON" departed Thursday Island 2038/27
for Darwin ETA 1130/30.

(2) ”INVERELL" escorting Convoy DT22 ("ALAGNA" "CAIRDROSS") departed
Darwin 0532/133 for Thursday Island ETA O8Q0/2 June,

(3) "LATROBE" escorting wWAMKAH was to depart Merauke 0900/30*
(4) 4 submarines on patrol,

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin - Warships & Aux. - ML.814 ML,815.
Merchant Vessels "SIBIGO”

(11) ENEMY FORCES

(!) B£bo " Preliminary reports of reconnaissance indicate one 
2,000 ton merchant vessel at Babo wharf/

(2) Ambon Area - At 0820/29, aircraft observed a 1,000 ton
vessel towing 6 barges 15 miles south of Tifoe (S*W*coast 
Boeroe 13 ,) course 22 0 °.

(3) Macassar - At 0950/29, aircraft observed the following
shipping at Macassar
4 merchant ships (1 of 6-6,000 & 3 of 3-4,000 tons)
1 unidentified type naval vessel 

30- 40 praus or lighters inside breakwater.

Other small craft outside breakwater.



(4) Flores - At 0822/29, aircraft observed 3 small vessels 
(under 500 tons) 45 miles by E , of Keo (N, coast 
Plores Is ,)  on course 250°,

Timor ■» At 32 30/29, 3 ships of 8.000 tons each were 
sTghted by aircraft in the Koepang area. 2 aircraft 
were also seen airborne*

No shipping wa3 seen at D illi ,

SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED .FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1 2 0 0 /5 0 ;

(1) "ADELAIDE" was to RV with "HERMITAGE" In position 32°58»S.
109°43f E* at 1000/27, and escort to Melbourne. ETA 
0600/l June,

(2) "TROMP" returning Fremantle after escort duty Indian Ocean area,
(3) "QJIBERON" "NEPAL-1 departed Port Phillip 1525 /26 for Fremantle

ETA 1700/30.
(4) "VAN HEEMSKERK" "EELIAS" "ISABEL15 "GEM TICLEER" SC.739 SC.751

en route Exmonth Gulf to Fremantle ETA 0800/30*

(b) In Harbour:

Fremantle - Warships & Aux* "TJEHK HIDDES" "VAN GALEN" "DUBBO"
"HORSHAM*' rWALLAROO" "WHIPPOORWILL" "OTUS" 
"CHILDS" YP.288.

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. "W.B*PRESTON" ^LARK" YP.286. 
Geraldton - Warships & Aux. "HERON".

EASTEfW & SOUTHERN AREA

( i ) AILIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/30:

(1) "HENLEY" departed Sydbey 1353/28 for Townsville.
(2) "HELM" departed Sydney 1346/29 en route Noumea,
(3) "PIR3E" "ECHUCA" "BE3EDIG0" escorting Convoy PG52A (2 vessels

including wP0YANG") en route Cap© More ton to Sydney 
ETA 2200/30. J

(4) "COLAC" "BALLARAT9 "GLENELG" "TOWNSVILLE" ML.428 ML*818
escorting Convoy CO.96 dep. Sydney 1330/29. ML.428 
ML.818 to be detached at 0600/31 and proceed to base 
at Eden.

(5) "COOTAIvIUNDRA. " dep. Sydney 0215/30 to RV. with "SHELDON JACKSON"
between position of attack and Sydney.

(6) "DELORAENE" "KALGDORLIE" "IAI3DI& " "MORESBY" escorting Convoy
fQ52 departed Caloundra 1230/26 ETA Sydney 1605/30,

(7) YMS.72 departed Sydney 1714/29 from Brisbane in company with 
/ \ » APCs £zam for Port Stephens.
(8) "WARRNAMBOOL" "MILDURA" "FREMANTLE" "BUNDABERG" escorting

Convoy 0C95 (17 vessels incl, "BUKGARBE" en route Port

0800/31 ^ 18 30* Sy<3ney ETA 2559/ 30* Newcastle

(b) In Harbour:

Sydney - Warships & Aux. "GOBYNGHAM" "VESTAL" "BENALLA"
"EYBRA" "BROOKE" "GLADSTONE" "GOLDSTAR"
"ALSEY" "WANGANELLA" (AH) SC.742 APCs "MIZAR" 

(Repairing) "O'BAMNON" "RADFORD" "STUART" "ALIENA**
"MANUMDA" (AH)

(On Reserve)"WESTRALIA" "MNIMBLA"
Jervis Bay - Warships & Aux, - f*ML*431” "ML* 819" "BURRABRA" 
Melbourne - Warships & Aux. "MANOORA" "ABRAHAM CRIJNSSEN"

"EOOMEA"
(Refitting) "LB TRIOMPHANT"



(1) S.E.COAST OP AUSTRALIA - There is evidence of two enemy sub-
marines operating in this area, one N.E. of Sydney, and one 
N.E. of Cape Howe. Unsuccessful torpecb attacks were reported 
on vessels in each area p.m. 29/5, and d / f  fixes have been 
obtained of enemy units in both areas (see Naval Incidents).

C i i ) ENEMY FORCES

B. SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ILL IBP FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - THORNTON (AVD)
(2) At Esoiritu Santo -HONOLULU HELENA. SI.LOUIS NASHVILLE (CL)

STRONG NICHOLS WARD CHEVALIER (DD) CURTISS TANGIER(AV) 
HUNTER LIGGETT (AP| DIXIE (AD) MACKINAC (AVP)

(3) At Noumea - INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS NORTH CAROLINE (BB)
SARATOGA VICTORIOUA (CV) SAN DIEGO SAN JUAN (CL) KILTY 
WOODWORTH HOPKINS BUCHANAN FAN H IM  CASE PATTERSON 
MAURY SAUFLEY SELFRIDGE DUNLAP GRIDLEY RALPH TALBOT 
PRINGLE DENT CUMMINGS BAGLEY MUGFORD TALBOT (DD) 
CHEVREUIL (Sloop) JAMESTOWN (PG) PRES. JACKSON PRES. HAYES 
PRES.ADAMS (AP) PROMETHEUS (AR) WHITMEY (AD) POCOMOKE (AV)

(4) At Suva - CATALFA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
**■ (5) At Samoa - GWIN WATERS (DD) TREVOR (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (AP)

(6) Guadalcanal Area - BOBOLINK RAIL VIREO (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT
(YN) WANDANX (YT) ORTOLAN (ASR) MENOMINEE (AT) STRATFORD(AP) 
PATHFINDER (AGS)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO 8ANG0M0N SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON 
CONVERSE WALLER PHILIP RENSHAW LANG WILSON CONWAY (DD)

(8) At Wellington - TAYLOR (DD) TRACY (DM) LIBRA (AK)

NAVAL INCIDENTS

Syda ey Area
"■SHELDON JACKSON" (7,200 ton Liberty Ship) reported that 

at 2248/29, two torpedoes were fired at her in position 3205 3 !S. 
153°49 'E . (150 miles N.E. & N. of Sydney)/ Both torpedoes missed.

"SBELOON JACKSON" was bound for Sydney from U .S.A .
Cape Howe Area

"m.IIDURA” reported sighting a torpech track at 2118/29 in 
position 37°03 'S . 1£0°22»E. (35 miles N .N .E . of Cape Howe).

"MILDURA" with "WARRNAMB00L " "FREMANTLE" "BUNDABERG" was 
escorting Convoy PC.95 (17 merchant vessels ) from Melbourne to 
Port Eembla, Sydney sad Newcastle0

ENEMYr S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1) Consolidation north coast New Guinea and East Indies, including
aircraft reinforcement.

(2) Sporadic air raids on allied forward operational bases in
S.W .P .A . and lines of 3 ommunication.

(3) Increased activity in Northern Theatre.
(4) Intense submarine apL activity, including transportation and

offensive operations in all theatres.

/j

For^nfeCTOIi C.O.I.C.- 
G .H .Q ., S .W .P .A .

30/5/43,
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DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART I I  

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OP BATTLE

MOST SECRET

30 * 5 *43

1. SOUTH WEST & SOUTH PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific
Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks*

Solomons

BB

CV

NORTH CAROLINA
INDIANA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

SARATOGA
VICTORIOUS

MUTSU
NAGATO

HOSHO (Training Ship)

xcv

ACV

CA

ZUIHO

CL

AUSTRALIA

HOBART

CHENANGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE

HONOLULU
HELENA
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
LEANDER
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAN JUAN

ATAGO 
TAKAO 
CHOKAI 

x AOBA

JINTSU 
SENDAI 
KATORI 
KASHIMA 
NAGARA 
ISUZU 

x KUMA

XCL

DD ARUNTA
WARRAMUNGA

*  LE TRIOMPHANT 
x O'BANNON
*  RADFORD 

HELM 
HENLEY 
PERKINS 
CONYNGHAM 
MAHAN 
STUART 
VENDETTA

Approx 40

o

Approx 30

x Non-effective



Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South.Pacific Truk-Jaluit-Bi smar cks ■ 
Solomons

SS ALBACORE ) 
DRUM 
PETO )

GATO
GRSENLING 
GROUPER 
GROWLER 
GUAR DPI SH 
SCAMP
SILVERSIDES 
TUNA

E.9 At Sydney

) At Brisbane
3*31 Approx 30

On Patrol

A%/CVS

t&v/xCVS 

PT 25

APA/APD/AKA S. T. ALLEN 
MANOORA

*  WESTRALIA
*  eanim bla

BROOKS
GILMER
SANDS
HUMPHREYS

AS or XAS

AD

AR

PULTON

DOBBIN

RIGEL
VESTAL

AIRCRAFT (N.E.Area Only)
\

'^Tlgh.ters 
M/Bombers 
SE/Bombers 
Plying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport a/ c

CURTISS
TANGIER

Approx 30

10 APA
11 APD 
6 AKA

DIXIE
WHITNEY

PROMETHEUS

3HIT0SE
AKITSUSHIMA

5

?

3 or mere

242
230

2
6

53
19

*  Non-effective

* r

- 2 -



CENTRAL PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES

BB

CV

XCV

ACV

CA

WASHINGTON
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW MEXICO 
PENNSYLVANIA 
NEVADA
WEST VIRGINIA
CALIFORNIA
TENNESSEE!

ENTERPRISE

NASSAU
AHAMAHA
COPAHEE 
LONG ISLAND

LOUISVILLE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
WICHITA 
NEW ORLEANS 
PORTLAND 
INDIANAPOLIS 

x SALT LAKE CITY 
*  PEN SAC OLA 
3t MINNEAPOLIS

YAMATO -
MUSASKI
ISE
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA
KONGO
HARUNA

ENEMY FORCES

ZLIKAKU
SHOKAKU

HAYATAKA
HITAKA
RYUHO

CHUYO
OTAEA

MK)KG
HA9UR0
TONE
TIK7JMA
3UZLYA
KUMANO

OCA - 6

CL RALEIGH ABUIIUMA
DETROIT AGANO

XCL - 4

AV/CVS ? NISSHIN

XAV/XCVS 9 2

DD Approx 20 Approx 24

ss Approx 40 Approx 25

AS/XAS ? 2

3, NORTHERN PACIFIC

CA - NACHI

CL CONCORD TAMA
TRENTON KISO
RICmCND

XCL - 2

XAV/XCVS 1

..DD
f 4"-

10 9

SS 10 Approx 15

*  Non-effective

m 3 *



AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

CHILDS
HERON
W.B. PRESTON

TJERK HI DDES 
VAN GALEN 
NEPAL 
QTJIBERON

AS or XAS

AIRCRAFT (NJ

Fighters 
M/Bomber8 
Plying Boat s 
Floatplanes 
Transport a / c

GRAYLING ) 
TAMBOR 
TAUTOG 
TROUT

GAR
THRESHER
K*12

PELIAS

.Area Only)

On Patrol

j At Fremantle

4  Ho recent intelligence.
Present location uncertain.

Non-effective

—* 4 *-



British —  M OST  SECRET 
U. S. —  S E C R E T

GENERAL HEADQUAR TERS 

SOU TH  W E ST  PACIFIC AREA  

Combined Operational Intelligence Centre

D AILY N AVAL SUM M ARY

Part I: Allied and Enemy Activity 

Part II: Allied and Enemy Order of Battle

No. 434 Date: 31st May, 1943

P A E T I .

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

1* NORTH EASTERN AREA j

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(a) At Sea to 1200/31t jj

(1) "AUSTRALIA" "HOBART11 "WARRAMUNGA" "ARUNTA" "PERKINS" "FLUSSER"
"MERKUR" "AASE MAERSK" depart Old Harbour 31/5 for >
Palm Island.

(2) "MAHAN" escorting "TAROONA" (for Towisville) departed Port 
Moresby 1033/29* "MABAN" was to detach when inside 
Grafton Passage and proceed to Join T .F .74 ,

(3) " HENLEY" departed Sydney 1353/28 for Townsville. if
(4) "WHYALLA" surveying.
(5) "SUI.NER" "SC .745" "SC.749" surveying Deboyne Is. area.
(6) "PULLER" "LAM SO If" "STANLY" escorting "ROBIN WENTLEY" en route 

Noumea to Townsville ETA 1st June. "STANLY" to detach 
Capricorn Channel and return Noumea.

(7) "WILCANNIA" "CASTLEMAINE" escorting "ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" "DARVEL" 
were to depart Thursday Island 1100/31. ML.814 ML.815 ; 
to RV position 11°27 *S 135°E and convoy to split at 
11°32»S 134°46»E. "CASTLEMAINE" ML.815 escorting 
"ADMIRAL HALSTEAD" to proceed Millimgimbi, "WILCANNIA"
ML.814 escorting "DAHVEL" to proceed Darwin ETA 1730/3 June.

(8) "BCWBN" departed Milne Bay 1228/30 for Townsville ETA 0600/2 June.
9) "SC .746" was to depart Milne Ba^ 0600/31 for Townsville ETA

1800/3 June*
(10) "YMS.10 "YMS*48" "YMS,70" sweeping vicinity Grafton Passage,
(11) "YP.236" departed Cairns 0739/30 for Brisbane ETA 2359/3. |
(12) "SMITH" escorting "CARINA" enroute Noumea to Townsville was due 

1300/30.
(13) "BALLARD" escorting 6 PTs en route Tulagi to Milne Bay ETa 3l/5*
(14) "YP.291" departed Townsville 1746/28 for Brisbane ETA 2000/31* j
(15) "GOULBURN" "LITHGOf" escorting Convoy VB35 ("MANGOLA" "HENRY D. 

THOREAU" "YARRA" "TIME*1 hE.K .SILL") to Brisbane. H
(16) "SC .732" escorting "CAP?' LEEUWIN" departed Cairns 0421/30 to 

Willis Island and return. Was due Willis Is . 1000/31 
ETA Cairns 1400/2 June,

(17) "KATOOMBA" "KAPUNDA" "SC.750" escorting Convoy TN98 ("VAN SPILBERGEN" 
"PAHUD" "M0NT0R0" "YOG HOW" "WESi CACTU^'i'to RV off Fitzroy 
Island 1300/31 and escort to position 11°18 , S 148°48*E ifaere 
convoy Is to split. "KAPUNDA" "SC ,750" escorting "VAN 
SPILBERGEN" "PAHUD" "MONTORO" to Port Moresby. KATOOMBA" 
escorting "YOCHO-V" "WEST CACTUS" to Milne Bay.

(18) "SC,741" "SC ,981" escorting 11 LCT*s departed Caloundra 2120/28 
ETA Mackay 0500/1 June; ETA Townsville ll00 /5  June; ETA j 
Cairns 2100/8 June.

(19) "VENDETTA" "SC .648" "SC .748" escorting Convoy BV63 ("PRESIDENT 
JOHNSTON" foa/rownsville ETA llod/2 June; "VAN HEUTSZ" j 
"NANCY HANKS" for Gladstone ETA 0600/l June) departed



• -r-

(20)
(21)

(2 2)

(23)

(24)

(25)

Brisbane 0003/31. SC.648 SC.748 to be detached with 
Gladstone section and when ready, to provide onward 
escort to Percy Islands and then return Brisbane# 
"VENDETTA" to continue escort of "PRESIDENT JOHNSON" to 
Whitsunday Passage#

"BROOKS” en route Sydney to Townsville.
"GILMER" escorting 6 LCI*s dep# Brisbane 1716/27 for Townsville 

ETA 1600/30*
YMS.11 YMS.51 YMS,52 YMS#53 departed Caloundra 1621/28 for 

Townsville#
YMS.8 YMS.46 YMS.71 were to depart Brisbane a#m. 3l/5 to carry 

out sweeping ooerations#
"GEELONG" departed Brisbane 1127/30 to RV with "VIRGINIAS" in 

position 27 56*S 158°39*E at 1300/31 aid escort to 
Brisbane#

7 submarines on patrol#

(b ) In Harbour;

Mil®® Bay SC.747

Port Moresby -

Thursday Is#

Cairns

Palm Island 
Townsville

Maryborough
Brisbane

Small Craft 
Warships h Aux. -

Warships b  Aux. -

Warships & Aux. -

(1 )

*

(2 )

Warships & Aux. - "BUNBURY" "WAGGA” SC.731
Y P ,280 "HILO" 15 PTs 

Merchant Vessels: "ARTHUR RIGGS" "JOSEPH HOLT"
"PULGANBAR" "WILLIAM AIL ISON" "CITY OP FORT WORTH!

Smali0^ a ^ I™ KSR”AiM § S I|o,,VAJ3' m0LL"
viarsnips Sc Aux, - HD1L.I074 EDML.1161 
Merchant Vessels; "KEY PITMAN" "WILLIAM B.MEREDITH" 

"JUNIPERA SIERRA" "VAN DEN BOSCH" "THEDENS"
"EMPIRE HAMBLE" "MAETSUYCKER" "A.D.WHITE"

Approx 20 
"TULSA" YMS.9 YMS.49 TMS#50 
ML.817 12 PTs

"SHEPFARTON" "PLATYPUS" ML#426
2 PTs refitting 
YDG#2

Far ships & Aux. - "SANDS" "HUMPHREYS" "GYMPIE"
PC. 1121 SC,738 "YUNNAN" (ASIS) 8 LST*s 
7 LCT *s

- Warships & Aux. - "ROCKHAMPTON"
- Warships & Aux. - "CAP DES PALMES" "PULTON” "RIGEL"

"H.T.ALLEN" 8 LSTs YP.233 SC*698 SC.740 
SC.744 ML.424 ML#425 "KURDMBA"

(Repairing, Trials etc.) - "VICTORIA" "WARREGO"

(ii )  ENEMY FORCES

Sliortlands - Reconnaissance of the base a.m. 30/5 revealed 11 
ships comp rid ng three corvettes, 5 large, 2 medium and one 
smap. cargo vessel# The previous reconnaissance 27/o observed
4 cargo vessels.

At 1600/30 one cargo vessel was sighted off Mutupina 
Point. This vessel may have been engaged in ferrying supplies 
to the Japanese garrison In this area.

Kolombangara Area - Two destroyers were sighted 15 miles N.W. of 
7a veil a on course 90° during the night 29-30/5. It  wc

%

Veil a Lavella on course 90v during the night 29-30/5. It  would 
appear that these destroyers were on the supply run to the 
Japanese bases at Kolombangara or southwestern New Georgia#

The possible light cruiser and destroyer reported in 
yesterday’ s Naval Summary (30/5) off Empress Augusta Bay at 
1530/29 on course 280° may have been en route Rabaul after 
having ferried supplies to the Japanese bases in the Kolombangara 
3#ill# New Georgia area#

(3) Cape Gloucester - A Catalina strafed two twin-engined aircraft on
1'he 'old strip at Cape Gloucester 0033/30. It is believed that 
both aircraft were damaged as a result of the attack. At 
1430/30, one bomber was observed on Cape Gloucester aerodrome#

(4) Wewak - Wewak and Boram aerodromes were attacked by 7 Fortresses
before d*wn 3o/5 . Fires Including two probably from aircraft 
at Boram and explosions were observed* In strafing runs three 
searchlights were destroyed and two probably destroyed#

Photos 0900/30 reveal:- 
But (east end of strip only) - 2 l / b , 7 P#
Dagua -15 I /B , 16 P
Boram (cloud covered) - 2 m/ b , 20 pt* ob. l / b , 15 P

m  2  •



Hansa Eay - A Liberator attacked a warship described as a light 
cruiser or destroyer off Manam Island (outside Hansa Bay) at 
13lo/29. Two near misses were scored and the vessel was left 
smoking*

This aircraft reported sighting in addition to the above 
warship, 2 x 8000 ton and 3 x 3*5000 ton cargo ships. Three 
Destroyers were also reported as coming from Hansa Bay to join 
this convoy. This makes a total of nine vessels. Photographs 
of the convoy en route to Hansa Bay at 0900/28 revealed one 
destroyer, one gunboat and 4 x 5000 ton merchant vessels* 
Photographs taken at 1035/29 revealed a coaster in the vicinity 
of Hansa Bay, and it is possible that more of this type of 
vessel were in tiie vicinity. On the basis of the reports 
received, it cannot be considered certain that additional 
warships or^iierchant vessels joined the original six ship 
convoy. *

At 0715/30 reconnaissance revealed no shipping in the 
H ^nsa  Bay area, indi eating that the convoy had completed 
unloading and had departed the area.

Photos 1035/9 reveal three 4-gun batteries at Hansa Bay. 
In yesterday»s Naval Summary (30/5) this was reported in error 
as thirty four gun batteries.

NORTH WESTERN AREA

(i) ALLIED FORGES

(a) At Sea to 1200/31:

(1) " INVERELL” escorting ConvoyDT22 ("ALAGNA" "CAHDROSS") departed
Darwin 0532/28 for Thursday Island ETA OBOO/2 June,

(2) HLATR0BS" escorting "WANAEA ” was to depart Merauke 0900/30,
(3) 4 subimrines on patrol.

(b) In Harbour:

Darwin - Wars hi os 5- Aux. ~ " ML. 814 ML. 815
Merchant Vessels: "DUET HOOT * "SIBIGO"

(ii)  EKEMY F0KC3S

(1) Timika - Photos 28/5 and 29/5 reveal 9 fighter pens complete,
work proceeding on the dispersal loop and further clearings 
being made. Three motor transports were working on the 
runway.

(2) Babo -- A full report of the reconnaissance of the Babo area
approx 0900/29 by 2 Liberators Is now to hand. One 2000 ton 
merchant vessel was observed at the main jetty. One 2C0 ton 
vessel was sighted 30 miles N.W, of Babo heading towards Babo, 
Bombs were dropped on the aerodrome and destroyed or damaged
3 or 4 aircraft. Photos reveal 4 fighters of which one is 
burning, 2 light bombers and 7 medium bombers including one 
serviceable,

Ambon Area - Photos a.m, 29/5  reveal one 3000 ton merchantman 
near TTFoe Harbour, Boeroe Island, and one 1000 ton merchm t 
vessel towing six barges, 16 miles S.W. of TIfoe Harbour, 
course 120°» The latter vessel was strafed.

*(4) Kai Islands - Pour Zeros were sighted taking off from Langgoer
at 1645/29,

(5) Timor - Photos of Penfoei aerodrome 29/5 reveal 2 fighters includ­
ing one airborne, two twin-engined bombers of which one is 
damaged and two unserviceable bombers*

Considerable resurfacing of the central runway area is 
being carried out and a new clearing has been extended to 1400 
ft . by 300 ft .

Two B .25 !s stacked the aerodrorr.e 1947/29 starting fires. 
Photos of shipping in the Ecepang area 29/5 reveal four 

merchant vessels including one of €000, two of 40004500, and 
one of 1500 tons.



Kendarl - 3 B .2 4 ss unsuccessfully attacked a 3000 ton merchantman 
in the Harbour 0900/30* The aerodrome was closed in by cloud*

(7) Macassar - Photos 0950/29 reveal •
1 torpedo boat 
1 ninelayer
1 transport ("AoAMA MARU" class - 17,000 tons)
1 freighter transport (8000 tons)
2 eargo vessels (3000 tons each)

12 merchant vessels (under 500 tons)
200 praus

Photos also reveal the dim outline of a runway, 
probably concrete, 4050 feet long*

(8) Soeaba Island - Photos of Waingapoe 1038/29 reveal runway
serviceable1 but not surfaced! but no dispersal lanes, revetments 
or aircraft, there were serveral new buildings and evidence of 
much motor transport activity*

(9) Soerabawa Island - A concrete strip 3500 feet long was photographed
at 0847/29• There were no dispersal areas or revetments. Fires 
were started by bombing,

(10) Lombok - Photos 0837/29 reveal three fighters on the aerodrome
which is serviceable,

(11) Java - Preliminary reports of a reconnaissance by two B.24»s
oirer the Java area state that one fighter unsuccessfully 
attempted interception over Madioen (100 miles W. Sourabaya) 
at 0740/30* Three merchant vessels with small escort were 
sighted 130 miles E .N .E , of Sourabaya, course 45° later a.m , 
30/5*

SOUTH WESTERN AREA

(!) ALLIED FORGES

(a) At Sea to 1200/31;

(1) "TROMP11 returning Fremantle after escort duty Indian Ocean area,
(8 ) "QUIBERON* "NEPAL" departed Port Phillip 1525/26 for Fremantle, 

*3i»B dus 12bb/30.

(b ) In Barbour;

Fremantle - Warships & Aux, - "VAN HEEMSKERK" "TJERK HIDDES"
"VAN GALEN" "DUBBC" "HORSHAM" "WALLAROO" "OTUS" 
"WHIPPOORWILL" "CHILDS" YP,288 SC.739 SC*751 
"CHANTICLEER"

Exmouth Gulf - Warships & Aux. - "s/.B. PRESTON" "LARK" "IELIAS"
"ISABEL" YP,286 

Geraldton - '#arshl?s &■ Aux. - "HERON"

EASTERN & SOUTHERN AicEA

(I) ALLIED FORCES 

(a) At Sea to 1200/51:

(1) "DRAYTON" escorting "CREMER" departed Caloundra 2100/29 for
Sydney,

(2) "PIRIE" "ECHUCA" "BS3DIGC" escorting Convoy PG52A (2 vessels
including "POYANG") en route Cape Moreton to Sydney, 
v#ere due 2200/30*

(3) "COOTAMUJERA" escorting "SHELDON JACKSON" from positioi 32°53*S
155°4S*E to Sydney.

(4) "COLAG" "EALLABAT" "GLENELG" "TOWNSVILLE" escorting Convoy C096
(13 MV), ML*428 ML.818 were to detach 0600/31 and 
proceed to base at Eden.

(5) "ADELAIDE" escorting "HERMITAGE" from RV position 32°58»S,
109®43*E to Melbourne ETA 0600/1 June*

(6) "WARRNAMEGOL11 "MILDURA" "FREMANTLE" "BUNDABERG" escorting Convoy
OC95 (incl. "BUNGAREE") kaxkbb*  were due Sydney 2359/30, 
Newcastle OSCO/31*

•  4 *



(7) YMS.72 departed Sydney 1714/29 for Brisbane.

(Id ) In Harbour:

Port Stephens 
Sydney

(Repairing)

(On Reserve) 
Jervis Bay 
Melbourne

(Refitting)

Warships & Aux. - 7 A PC
Warships & Aux. - "CONYNGHAH,f "VESTAL” "3ENALLA"

. "BEL ORA IKS" "YANDRA," "EALGOORLIE" "MORESBY" 
"KYBRA1* ^EROGME" "GLADSTONE" "GOLDSTARw "ALSEY" 
"WANGAHELLA" (AH) SC.742 3 APC»s ,PMI2AR" 
"O ’BANNON* "RADFORD" "STUART" "ALHENA*
"HANUSDA" (AH).
"WESTRALIA" "KANIMBLA"

- warships Sc. Aux. - ML,431 KL.819 "EURHABRA”
- Warships & Aux - 11 MAN0ORA" "ABRAHAM CHE JNSSEN"

"doomba"
"LE TRIOMPHANT"

(ii) ENEMY FORCES

Sydney Area - At least one enemy submarine was indicated £9/5 
' to early" a.m. 3 l /5  operating in the area 105-190 miles K .E . 

of Sydney.

SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

(i) ALLIED FORCES

(1) At Vanikoro - MACKINAC (AVP)
(2) At Espiritu Santo - HONOLULU HELENA ST.LOUIS NASHVILLE (CL)

STRONG NICHOLS WARD CHEVALIER (DD) CURTISS TANGIER (AV) 
HUNTER LIGGETT (AP) DIXIE (AD) TBCRSTON (AVD)

(3) At Noumea - INDIANA MASSACHUSETTS N03TK CAROLINA (BB) SARATOGA
VICTORIOUS (CV) SAN DIEGO SAW JUAN (CL) ilLTY WOODWORTH 
HO PKINS BUCF^NAN PANNING CASS PATTERSON MAURY SAUFLEY 
SELF RIDGE DUffiAP GRIDLEY RALPH TALBOT . PRINGLE DENT 
CUMMINGS BAGLEY MUGFORD TALBOT (DD) CHEVREU3L (Sloop) 
JAMESTOWN (PG) PRES. JACKSON PRES. HASTES PRES. AD AES (AP) 
PROMETHEUS (AR) WHITNEY (AD) POCGMOKE (AV)

(4) At Suva - CATALPA (YN) SONOMA (AT)
(5) At Samoa - GWIN WATERS (DD) TREVOR (DM) AMERICAN LEGION (AP)
(0) Guadalcanal Area - BOBOLINK RAIL VIHEO (AM) LOCUST BUTTERNUT(YN)

WANDA NK (YT) ORTOLAN (ASR) MEN C MI ME E (AT) STRATFORD (AP) 
PATHFINDER (AG3)

(7) At Vila - MARYLAND COLORADO (BB) COLUMBIA CLEVELAND DENVER
MONTPELLIER (CL) CHENANGO SANGAMON SUWANNEE (ACV) EATON 
CONVERSE WALLER PHILIP RENSHAW LANG WILSON CONWAY (DD)

(8) At Wellington - TAYLOR (DD) TRACY (DM) LIBRA (AK)
(9) At Auckland - MOUNT VERNON (AP)

(1 )

(2 )

(3)
(4)

NAVAL INCIDENTS 

S. I  L.

ENEMY’ S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE
issaBsasr.'.1: aav r rr,—■, ssr r  -■ • raaKaay.̂ jnFTr;'.1:gs

Consolidation north coast New Guinea and East Indies, 
including aircraft reinforcement.

Sporadic air raids on forward operational bases In
S.W. ?.A. and lines of cormiunication*

Increased activity in Northern Theatre,
Intense submarine activity, including/branspertation 

and offensive operations in all s*

•fentgftTCR C .O .I .C . 
G .H .Q ., 3. \1 . A,

31/5/43



MOST SECRET

31 .5 ,43

DAILY NAVAL SUMMARY 

PART II

ALLIED & ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE 

1. SOUTH WEST £ SOUTH PACIFIC

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section) South Pacific

Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks*
Solomons

BB

91

xcv

ACV

CA

CL

4 1

AUSTRALIA

HOBART
ADELAIDE

NORTH CAROLINA
INDIANA
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
COLORADO

SARATOGA
VICTORIOUS

CilEKAKGO
SANGAMON
SUWANNEE

HONOLULU
HELENA
ST.LOUIS
NASHVILLE
LEANDER
COLUMBIA
CLEVELAND
MONTPELLIER
DENVER
SAN DIEGO
SAE JUAN

MUTSU
NA0ATO

HOSHO (Training 
Ship)

ZUIHO

UNYO
CHUYO

AT AGO 
TAKA 0 
CKOKAI 
AOBA

JOTSU
SENDAI
XATORI
KASHIMA
NAGARA
ISUZU
KUMA

XCL

DD

*

ARUHTA
WARRAM3NGA

*  LE TRIOMPHANT
K O'BANEON
*  RADFORD 

HELM 
HENLEY 
PERRIES 
CONYNGHAM 
MAHAN 
STUART 
VENDETTA

Approx. 40 Approx, 30

j* Non-effective



'* • / r

Southwest Pacific 
(Eastern Section)

South Pacific Truk-Jaluit-Bismarcks-
Solomons

SS^ ALBA CORE)
drum )
PETO )At Brisbane
GROUPER )

S .31 Approx,30

GATC )
GREKKLINO 5 
GROWLER )
GUARDFISH )0n Patrol 
SCAMP )
SIL ERSIDES 
TUNA )

K. 9 at Sydney

AV/CVS 

Xi^XCVS -

CURTISS
TANGIER

3

CHITOSE
AKITSUSHIMA

5

PT 25 Approx.30 ?

apa / apd / aka

... Tf.’T. AI.LEFi
MANOORA

34 WESTRALIA 
x KAillMBLA 

BROOKS 
GILMER 
SAHDS 
HUMPHREYS

10 APA
11 APD

6 AKA

AS OR XAS FULTON 3 or more

AD DOBBIN DIXIE
WHITNEY

AR RIGEL 
VESTAL PROMETHEUS 2

Aj^kiFT  (If.E.Area Only)

Fighters 
Bombers,Medium 
SE/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 
Transport A/C

242
230

2
6

■ 53 
19

n Nonfeffactive

%

2-



2. CENTRAL PACIFIC
ALLIED FORCES

BB

CV 

XCV

ACV

OCA

CL

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

^^XAS

WASHIKOTON 
IDAHO
MISSISSIPPI 
HffW MEXICO 
PE Mil SYL VANIA 
NEVADA
WEST VIRGINIA 
C/L IFORKIA
TENNESSEE

ENTERPRISE

J€
*
*

NASSAU 
ALTAMAHA 
COPAHEE 
LONG I SLATED

LOUISVILLE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
I/I CHITA 
KHTA ORLEANS 
PORTLAND 
INDIANAPOLIS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
PENSACOLA 
MINNEAPOLIS

RALEIGH
DETROIT

Approx 20 

Approx 40

YAMATO 
MUSASHI 
ISE 
FUSO
YAMASHIRO
HYUGA
KONGO
HARUV&

ENEMY FORCES

ZUIKAK.U
SHOKAKU

HAYATAKA
HITAKA
RYUEO

0TA1A

MYQKG
HAGURO
TONE
TIKUMA
SUZUYA
KIFMANO

ABUKUMA
AGAKO

4

n is s k in

2

Approx 24 

Apprcx 25 

2

CA

CL

XCL

v/xcvs

f
SS

CONCORD
TRENTON
RICHMOND

10

10

NORTHERN PACIFIC

NACBI

TAMA
K1S0

£

1

9

Approx.15

*  Nonleffective



4. EAST INDIES - IKDIAN OCEAN

ALLIED FORCES ENEMY FORCES

Southwest Pacific 
(Western Section)

Eastern Fleet Area East Indies-Philippines

91

ACV

CA

CL
VAN HEEMSKERK 
TROMP

XCL

AV/CVS

XAV/XCVS

DD

CHILDS
HERON
W.B.PRESTON

WARSPITE 
. RESOLUTION

REVENGE

4  ILLUSTRIOUS

SUSSEX 
x HAWKINS 
*  FROBISHER

MAURITIUS
GAMBIA
KENYA
CERES
I'AUICLESS
CAPETOWN
DURBAN
CARADOC

4  ALAUMIA
CARTHAGE 
CHITHAL 
RANHJRA 
RANCHI
WORCESTERSHIRE

ALBATROSS

AS or XAS

TJERK HIDDES 
VAN GALEN 
NEPAL 
QUIBERON

GRAYLING)
TAMBOR )
TAUTOG ) On Patrol
TROUT )

GAR )
THRESHER) At Fremantle 
£.12 )

PEL IAS

Approx. 27

AIRCRAFT (N.W.Area Only) 
Fighters 
M/Bombers 
Flying Boats 
Floatplanes 

jj^ansport a / c

4 No recent intelligence 
Present location uncertain.

KASHII 
01
KITAGAJul 

*  NATORI 
KlflU

KAMOI 
NOT ORO

1

12

10

152
125

12
43
31

x Non-effective
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