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NAVY 
TODAY



N E W  SH IP S  w h ic h  h ave  jo ined the 
A u s t ra lian  Fleet inc lud e  the g u id ed  
m iss ile  destroye r H M A S  B R IS B A N E  
a n d  the destroye r tender H M A S  
ST A LW A R T  (op p o site  page ). B e lo w  
— n e w  patro l b oa t H M A S  A IT A P E .

THE Royal Australian Navy continues to grow with new ships 
being added to the Fleet and more on order. Recent new­
comers include HMAS BRISBANE, which is Australia’s third 

ship of her class, HMAS STALWART, which is the biggest naval 
ship yet built in Australia, the first of 20 Australian - built patrol 
boats, and the second of four Oberon - class submarines which are 
being built in the U.K. Now building are two additional destroyer 
escorts, more patrol boats, two more Oberons and various support 
craft. ✓





N E W  A N T I- S U B M A R IN E  strength of 
the N a v y .  Left —  Tracker a n t i-s u b ­
m arine  a ircraft ove r H M A S  O X L E Y . 
A b o v e  —  N e w ly  converted, h ig h e r 
pe rfo rm ance  W e sse x  3 1 B a n t i-s u b ­

m a rine  helicopters.



Fleet Air Arm
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The Fleet A ir  A rm  h a s  been 
rev ita lised  w ith  n e w  S k y h a w k  
a n d  Tracker a ircraft. These 
new  a ircraft, p ictured o n  this 
p a ge , w ill be  flow n  from  the 
a ircraft carrier H M A S  
M E L B O U R N E .



Top —  C ro w d e d  b r id g e  o f  H M A S  H O B A R T  d u r in g  action sta tion s  off the 
V ie tn am e se  coast. A b o v e  —  H M A S  PERTH a n d  H M A S  H O B A R T  in Sub ic  
B a y  in the P h i l ip p ines be fo re  PERTH  jo ins the 7th Fleet a n d  H O B A R T  
returns to A u s tra lia .  R igh t  —  T ension  o f battle  in the G u lf  o f  Tonkin .



TWO Australian destroyers have been alternating in service with the United 
States’ 7th Fleet in Vietnam. They are the guided missile destroyers HMAS 
HOBART and HMAS PERTH which have been employed on shore bombardment, 

escort duties and interdiction of coastal traffic. They have fired tens of thousands 
of shells from their five-inch guns, disrupting Viet Cong transport, ordnance and 
supply routes and traffic. The way in which these ships and their men have carried 
out their tasks has been highly praised by U.S. authorities.
The RAN is also represented in Vietnam by a Naval clearance diving team which 
is performing a valuable task for the allies, and in addition there are 46 RAN 
pilots, observers and supporting staff attached to the US Army helicopter unit who 
are flying, manning and maintaining Iroquois helicopters in support tasks. Other 
RAN helicopter pilots are attached to the RAAF’s No. 9 Squadron.
Another valuable role is being performed by the troop transport HMAS SYDNEY 
which is being used to convey replacement troops and equipment to Vietnam.

Left —  C le a n in g  up  
after a n  e n g a g e m e n t  
off V ie tn am . R ig h t  —  
A  U.S. Sky c ran e  lifts 
h e a v y  e q u ip m e n t  from  

S Y D N E Y .



N E W  SH IP S  fo r  the  N a v y .  Top, left to r igh t  —  
Patro l b o a ts  u n d e r construction  at M a ry b o ro u g h ,  
Q u e e n s la n d ;  la u n c h in g  o f  n e w  T ype  12 H M A S  
S W A N ;  p re -fab rica ted  b o w  b e in g  s w u n g  into 
p o s it io n  o n  H M A S  T O R R EN S . R ig h t  —  The a ir ­
craft carrie r H M A S  M E L B O U R N E  u n d e r  refit. 
S h e  w il l op e ra te  n e w  S k y h a w k  a n d  Tracker 

aircraft.



The aircraft carrier HMAS MELBOURNE and the 
troop transport HMAS SYDNEY (foreground).

Guided missile destroyer HMAS PERTH. Sister ships 
HOBART and BRISBANE.

Daring-class destroyer HMAS VENDETTA.
ships VAMPERE and DUCHESS.

Sister Type 12 destroyer escort HMAS STUART. Sister ships 
DERWENT, PARRAMATTA and YARRA.

Destroyer tender HMAS STALWART. Oberon-class submarine HMAS OXLEY.
HMAS OTWAY.

Sister ship

Training ship HMAS ANZAC. Battle-class destroyer. Patrol boat P.90 H.M.A.S. ATTACK. One of 20 for 
the R.A.N.

THE STRENGTH O F THE R .A .N .
To fulfil it s requirements the 

Navy has an operational fleet 
capable of a wide variety of tasks. 
The fleet comprises:

•A n anti-submarine aircraft carrier, 
HMAS Melbourne, flagship of the 
fleet, equipped with Wessex anti-sub­
marine helicopters, Skyhawk fighter- 
bombers and Tracker anti-submarine 
aircraft.
•  Three guided missile destroyers — 
HMAS Perth, Hobart and Brisbane, 
armed with two 5 in. gun mountings, 
Tartar sea-to-air and Ikara anti-sub­
marine, guided weapon systems.
•  Three Daring Class destroyers, 
HMAS Vampire, Vendetta and 
Duchess, armed with 4.5 in. gun 
mountings and anti - submarine 
mortars.

•  Four destroyer escorts, HMAS 
Yarra, Parramatta, Stuart and Der­
went, which have Ikara anti-sub­
marine missile systems.
•  One oiler, HMAS Supply; one 
destroyer tender, HMAS Stalwart; 
and the fast military transport, 
HMAS Sydney.
•  Two training ships, HMAS Anzac 
and HMAS Queenborough, the sur­
vey vessels HMAS Moresby and 
Diamantina and several small 
vessels with various uses.
•  Twenty patrol boats — five for the 
Papua-New Guinea coastal security 
force and the remainder for the 
R.A.N.
•  Two Oberon Class submarines, 
HMAS Oxley and Otway, with two 
others of the same class to join the 
fleet by 1970.

Survey ship HMAS MORESBY. Skyhawk fighter-bomber.

Minesweeper HMAS TEAL. Sister ships IBIS, HAWK, 
GULL, CURLEW and SNIPE.

Fleet oiler H.M.A.S. SUPPLY.
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Tracker anti-submarine aircraft. Wessex 31B anti-submarine helicopter.



Submarines Australia has two new Oberon-class submarines and two more are on 
order. HMAS OXLEY, pictured on this page, is playing a valuable role 
in Fleet anti-submarine training. HMAS OTWAY, the second Oberon, 

is a recent addition to the F leet. Sister submarines OVENS and ONSLOW are under 
construction in Scotland. The Oberons are amongst the most advanced conventional sub­
marines in the world. They have been specially designed for silent running and equipment 
includes sensitive underwater listening apparatus and a new electronic fire control system.



D u k e  o f  Ed in b u rg h  inspects N a v y  g u a rd . 
B e lo w  —  M e m b e r  o f  the  he licop ter f lig h t  V ie t­

n a m  s ta n d s  g u a rd .
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There are many faces to the RAN and its members 
serve in a wide variety of ways.

Left —  O n  w a tch  in the G u lf  o f  Tonkin . B e lo w  —  
A n  R A N  helicopter p ilo t  checks h is  U.S. g u n sh ip  
be fore  ta k in g  off on  a  su p p o rt  m iss io n  in V ie tnam . 
Far left —  W R A N S  check the results o f g u n n e ry  
exercises. Left —  The N a v y  b a n d  on  p a ra d e  at 

H M A S  CERBERUS.



THERE ARE many opportunities for members of the RAN to visit 
unusual and interesting; parts of the world.

Sa ilo rs  on  a  d a y  off from  H M A S  T A R A N G A U ,  M a n u s  
Is la n d , e xp lo re  the is la n d  w ith  a  n a t ive  lakato i, p rope lled  

b y  a  p o w e rfu l ou tb oa rd .

The tug-of-war (left) on the heaving deck of a destroyer 
is one way of relaxing, but there arfe many other 

ways as the pictures on this page show.

Sa ilo rs  from  a  patro l b o a t  d iscu ss  
a  price  fo r  a  turtle she ll w ith  N e w  

G u in e a  natives.

So u th -E a st  A s ia  p ro v id e s  a  w ea lth  
o f subjects for a  s a ilo r’s cam era.



The D a r in g -c la ss  de stroye r H M A S  V A M P IR E  
take s part in  exerc ises off N e w  Z e a la n d  w ith  
othe r R A N  a n d  R N Z N  sh ip s .  Exerc ises such  
a s  th is  w ith  othe r n a v ie s  e n a b le  the  R A N  to 
test the efficiency o f  t ra in in g  u n d e r  com bat 

conditions '.

B e lo w  —  Future officers, a rt isa n s  a n d  sa ilo rs. 
(From  left) N a v a l ap p ren t ice s  a t  H M A S  
N IR IM B A ;  Ju n io r  recruits at H M A S  L E E U W IN  
inspect a  v is it in g  sh ip ; C ad e t m id sh ip m a n  at 

p a s s in g  ou t  p a ra d e  at H M A S  CRESW ELL.



LAND SAILORS
NATIVES of the Territory of Papua and New Guinea are 

being trained as sailors and officers in the PNG Division 
of the RAN. They will man the patrol boats, the first of 

which are already in service. At present the patrol boats have 
mixed ships’ companies, but eventually those of the PNG 
Division will be entirely manned by PNG officers and sailors. 
The patrol boats, based at HMAS TARANGAU on Manus Island, 
are patrolling thousands of miles o f coastline each month.

H M A S  S A M A R A I

A  fu tu re  P N G  officer unde r in ­
struct ion. B e lo w  —  D iv in g  

le sso n s  fo r a  P N G  sailo r.

A  P N G  sa ilo r  at the w h e e l o f  a  patro l boat.

A  de te rm ined  g u n  crew  o n  a  patro l boat.
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