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fIlM'.; 5j<lney II "iii

Introduction
TIlls ,~~artll w," und..'t.k~" in o,df!, to lind recOIds in Rritisll aTellives
about Ihe disappearanc~ of llMAS Sydnt!Y in N"""mbe, 194\ and to
in""stigate opinion of that period which might be Televant to knowl~ge

of tile diSilppe.,.,\Cl! of lhe crui>l!r. These rc<:ords might consist. il was
thought. of orders and instructions to ship! on m...ting suspcctl!d ,aiden.
inlelligence reports and summari~s including th~ so-called 'bide,
Supp\eme<\l.s', signals, dam~e reports, etc.

JI was intend<'d to add'e:\.\: tWQ specific questio,", .aised by tile Marth
t999 Report On the Loss of JIHA$ Syda~y. by th~ Aust,alian Federal
hrliament's Join! Sianding Committee on Fo,eign AUain. llelenc~

and TTad~:

• Are theTe any rc<:ords or indications of Ihere lIaving b...n" 100.,,1 of
i"qui,y Or simiLilr in""stigation into tile loss of HMAS Sydn~y!

(R«omm~ndation 2)

• Are Ihere any ,e.:ords re13ting to a co,onial inquiry und~rtak.n on
CI"istmu Island on Ihe unknown sailor? (Recommendation 4)

[n addition, ,os.arcll wu add,e.sed to establishing what ollie'
mln,mation may h""" beOln r""oHII!d, roga,ding the dis.:oppearanee of
HMAS Sydney. by ~nior Briti,h officials and individu"Is, in tl\@Admiralty,
in AdmiTalty departments. and in tile various command" 101 ~.ampl~:

• Haw was i"teUi'l"nce about enemy ,aiden disseminated. and how
wa, the estimate that •... tl\@,eisnowooevidenceofa.aiderbelng
In the Indian ~an ...• reach~!

• What opinion 01 the 10« 01 HMAS Sydney was held by officials. etc.
aftet Ihe event l>ecam~ known?

• How were the families of Rritish officers and men $l'rving in HMAS
Syd1il'y informed, and what were they told!

• Given tllat the Di.eclor of Naval Construction's (DNe) file on the loss
01 HHAS Sydn~ was not completl!d. was there any Qthe. Investigation.
e.g. 01 cia... vulnerability?

The resoaleh and analysis took place over nearly a yea •. rom,nencing
with a s"'''''y of the oxl~nllilefatureaboul tile disappearance 01 !I/olAS



S)odINy.' 1M ...~ Mel bHn stMttd in tilt nortllem IlulllM. of 2000.
mI torItImled durin9 2001 as _ boob _@publislwd.As'cro:sschfd:
of Ow .....t booinrj u_rubn in I'" UlII'tIuveJ. tNe pn...,._
IiJtfd in tboo printfd bibbog"pluH of~wow... tuJalMd•...,
WltII, bst ot files coapUed by the UI Minislty" Doff'rQ Ul 1998. Most
of~ h.od. mNlly bHn ilWn!ifitd,. though II .." notfd thll .... of
the prwry JOUIrn bstfd Idllllly bo~ no rdft'~ wlutev-tr 10 lboo
1m of HMASS)odnry.

The _Ilod of reseutllwu 10 collJUlI Ow~,omc,nd""ntedi~
(10M", (My uist) of the t.,~fd .rrnivn, mI 10 consult the .rthl¥ists.
bf{o" ~,lling up mdMd""lmllp«lfic documtnts. AWl'Y W'J'I nu"'boo,
of docullIenu were inspected,lId r~. Who" .ppropr""t', COl"es were
t,ken ,nd 11.0"" li~ bHn fo"",lIed to the lloylrl AltItr,""n N'vy'l
N.v.l History Directo,.te In C.tnberr•. · A refenmct let hIS ,Iso b<!-tn
placed in the Admiralty Ubr,ry.•nd th@.uthorh'l.furthetimebemg.
kept' ..I hilllSf!lf. A al'htdule 01 these documenU forms .n .n....x to
thl. roonog,"ph.

The Lo,gul $QUlee of doculllenlS rriating 10 HHAS Syd"q ...t tko
Public llKord Office. lew (PRO), which;' tM "'poo.itory fu. the I\lItlonal
arthlw:o for Engbrld Ind W.ln. At lhe PIlll. William 0'Itan. • profl!SiSlolNl.
.-.d.. 1nd npe<l it> the MCOm of tNe fl'. teSUKhed Qr\ou$ aobjKt
Iltachngs it> the M!nlruc mI prlnud Inc!Kn. Ind topltd tilt rO'l,...,nt
files Of extAcIS. The auu.or stlldOfd _ ot I"" _ ~ 01 doubtful
tuts. co--j·rioNc! ..,@ ,-.,eh ,nd om.red COJIYUI!l.

the Chwchal Collfgt-~Camlmtlge (CCN:) aft '- to the p.lpftS

ot Su WllISlOn Own:hiU a.nd to _ 600 coIlKtio", d.~ ,.pers
a.nd arehi_ docu_nting the histoJy of his ffiI a.nd ahfl. C.tpUin S.W.
Rosbll RJI. then • lellow of Chu.dull~.... toIlectfd at ttAC
tlul "1""" 01 IUny IIlIvll ofr~ .. ~lIy of. thiP DUd lOth century.
The P')l@" ,100 include oome of Rolbll's notes for .nd dratu ra.;o;Lo
while writing his officii! hlltory of World warn, l'h<! 11'0, 01 SN. SlIlCe
Roskfll tw. 0K«:t.s to olficill rerords.•nd othe, officill.mstI1'lCt. and
drcul.al~ hi, dr~ftl to S@niolofficets and tho~ who had pattldP'tl.'<!
in the events he was wrltlng .bout, hi, JlOt~s @tCdnd hiJ subsequent
hlstory.~ p,ohably m't 01 the better. nea'·contemporary .na\",*, 01
@Vt"lJ. HI, ~I"",s,bo include Rolklll"s cone.pondl'rlCt with )lich",l
Hont90lDery when tll/lillfr was writi"'.! hi. book Who Sank tht! Syf!My.



The re"de, will detectln the narrative that I have d,awn upon R""kiW.
Th~ War al SM. In Ihe <:<Jut'" of nudying his p;i~rs at CCAe. the Natianal
Maritime Mu~um and the PRO. 1 ""l.uir~d eMrmou. rl!SJ"'<:t fOI the
tho16lJghne<s "nd ohjedivily 01 Ro~ldlr. own Tesearch and writing. lie
also tmprel~l with hi. unfoiliny cou,te,>, to 011"", "nd hls concern to
hl!lp a youngocr geneTalion or student! and historian.: even in '~d""in9

mont h. of hi. life "nd "I 9r."t "ge he continued meticulously to ans~r

letters. and, for uampl•. wo. ron'.!IIed enough.n<! had the e"",gy to
check hi. ans~rl with ~nMgues. On tM othe' hand. R"'kill w.. "ble
10 wrile TIP. Sec,.1 COptu,.. without disdoslllg. elcept to those veT}'
few read.rs·bet.....n·t~·lin... who "Iready knew. Ihallhe ~rCl capture
was oot the German sub"",nne. V·J10. bul the Inigma mochine and
Ihe rotors which she carrioo.

Anoth., val"abl. 'ew","e ".ailahl. 10 th. author was lllt archives or
th. Nayal IIIStOncal Ilranch (NUll) and the Admi,ahy Libl.ry (AL) in
London. Ther. are 00 new document! or previously unknown aTchival
mat.rial in the NilS Or Al. hUT th.re ls " ard lnde•• a nomber of
duplicat.s of dOC\lmenll known to he in the PRO. and books are "y"n"hl.
off the shelf.

No ,.l...,-.nt records were found "I the N"tion"l Maritime Museum.
Greenwich or at the Royal Naval Museum. Po,tsmouth, Though in both
C"otS. giwn the mortality of WWU vete'ans and the continuing """retion
of l<!Cord., it canoot be e.dudoo Ihat at some future date records might
he depo,ited. Archivists aL boLh p~, "'" awa,. 01 my continuing
interest in the IiUbject.

DUling the investigation a Ii.t was compil.d 01 p.npl. who had
participated in cwnt5 at the time of tbe di..ppearance of IlMAS Sydn~.

or who "'i9ht h.il"" knowled'l". The list indudoo n"mes dTawn hom:

• Royal Navy officers ~rving in the Royal Australian N.vy ;lttOldin9to
theNa'YLimal Decembe' 1941 an<! rebruaT}' 1942. This was c~ked
~9ainlt a Ii,t provided by the RAN's Nayal History Directo""e.

• Who was who: th~ majo' pel5onalltie. li,ted in apptlndi. 3 to
TIle Sinking af HHAS Sydney: Guide te Commonweo/!h Government
Rero1lb.

• N~mes 01 Individuals and ships occurring in Roskill's official histoT}'
of the wa, at .... in WWll.



nm lin ..... IIwn .-d 10 consult the lIauoruo\ ReglStel of A",hi_
(NtA) in 0., to help loute i"Y' Jll!fmnal pl.JII!'s IlIt'- who owy
~ taken part In 0<~ IIad any knowlfdoJ< rJI_nu concefflltll
HJ4AS S)dno)o. (1bt liRA ~prun UIdns to l.be pl.pm 01 1~.0lXI

COf.....~~ And fo_d_ matino;l to British histoIy. with.
fwt!le.f lOO.OlXI ronnected ,_ok. I'" act...t ...conh btmg httd in
fliliona1 And loe.>l_d otfitft. UItl'imIty 1ilnantS. l'tC _lid t'" UI
..... alnoad). As a result. two fiDoh _f. -....k .t I'" lmpnial~
MIIII!\I. (IWM): m. diafy utd _ pl.pm< 01 Rof Al!fIIU" John CrJn.
and 1M unpuhlislwd .utobiog,.phy 01 eo........,. J.W. Il\untortl. tJwlr

,anQ .. Ray.lllavy offiaB ..hilt stlVU'lQ in Uy appointmenll in t""
RA1l dunM WOlld Wal n.

In add,tIon I was able to visill"'lIatioMl Lib...y of SCOtland and the
lIatlonal A,chi_ Scolland in May 2001.

In lum~ry;

• No new mal~riall~a,ding Ih@lollofHMA$$ydnf)'''l.$found .

• No ,eco,d of any COIOMr'llnqUlry 01 autopsy on Christmas Islard in
1942 was found.

H-.. the searches did I_alth<tl 1M cont,ontation bet~n KMAS
~ and 1M Guaan allJlili.uy <nJM KonnOfOn was not uniq~
TIlt...... allWllbto- 01_,"9' MtWftll HM Slups and lullan. Gto...an
and. in _ cue. •~ Bnw.lt 'U"-sIlip...hefl Brltiih ....ships
_re ptKed ill danr)er indiO( da&1qtd ott., .pp,OoIdoing Ih • ......,.
100 doRIy. Thnr in<idItnu II. oIncribI'd in I"" .......... dlaptl!fS.

I~ triad. as far as pcoAilM. to prestnt the docu.almu. whi<b hne
"bHn co~ wt of tile IIiIWl a,chI..... ;os a ",,".tiYl f,o. the
pmPf{li..... of lDndon. '!Ny .,••"onged in m.lILlIt>t: 0.... &nil within
thri,t~ in the duvnologi(lllo~ In which ttwy ..,. ,tcaivad Of

wrltlen In London. In ch<t"'.ling I'" dOC1llllenU &0.. then fxslllUle into
typescript .....Bions. lTl attempt ha.s beoen m.lIIie to pll'Sol'M! tM 01lgil\.o1l1
Ityle and laYOUt of the docv.~nu.This iocludes ,elaini"'.lllle ong"..,l
spelling.. including rommonly miss!",11ed plO!",' nallln lik@thename
of tl,e emist, helstlf. $yd~, and. for example. Fremanll@. Delmell
and Kormoran. Where lICCesl.:lry. omi$.iOlu of whole pa'ag'aphs WIthin
the dOCllmenl ~,@ indic.ll!d by fou' .llemb {' 0 0 oJ. Anything In IllUife
b,ac~lS i5 mUle: ( J ha.~ been u.std 10 clarlfy c."Wn .bb,"";at ions.nd
Wo to IndiGale. using qll6lion ,"",Q. uncertainly .boul $Ol'M word.!.
So 100••UI'" footnotes lie IIIIM: ill solll@documenuthisIHilNIh<tl.



~ s-"l'''''I11 xvi;

origin.ll loot not.. h~"" eitlll" been inco,pOl~led inlo Ih.. lexl (if jw1ged
,ignificant enough), 01 ha""~n omitted, and ,qua'e b'ackets in the
original haw been changed to lound ones. Also, almo~t cvtory ",,[b o!
the n~n~ti"" which links IhI! docuJllenl' should IN! qualified by..,,,,,,
ph,a'e such as -it appea"!" 0' "It ,~ms". That they ale not is only a
matteT of ,tyle, but tile leader 'hould bea, thi' in mind.

No attempt h... been ",""de to ,.Ira",.lato Celman docu"'enLt fro'" the
original, though in a numbe' of pl~, po"ible ena" In t'an,latian 0'
trarucription haw been pointed out, Similarly, nO attempt has been to
obtain he,h decrypLt of <locumenls. The transcriplions are int.nded to
be accur.le and a. /a.l a. i. humanly possible this i' s.o: a number of
people haw helped With transcriptions but if there ale any enalS, the
lault Is mine and mine only, If the,e i. ~ny doubt, copie. of the OIigin.ls
ale. of course, available fOI inspection in the UK and Au.tralia.

I wish 10 'eco,d my d~p g'atitude to friend. and colleague, who haw
supported me during my le~alch. What became apparent at ~n e.,ly
.t.ge of 'e....'ch w•• thai co",pir.cy theories about the tragic
disappea,ance of IlMAS Sydnt!Y have taken d~p ,oot. Nearly eveJYOne
who knew of my intere.t in the subject was embam...ingly k""n to
contribut••om. hall·r."'e,nbered knowledge about one Iheo,y
0' anothe'.

Ilowever. thank, to, p'actical and factual help must go to Bob O'Hara
who ha. not onty been a diligent. tho,augh and timely [.....rch.' bUI,
",ing hi. 100me, e.peri.""" in the Roy.l Nilvy and at GCHI), has been
able to give ""me invaluable in,ights into document, 'ega'ding the sad
,IOIY of the disappea'ance of HMAS Sydney. Many ather historians and
archivists have been also consistently kind and helpful, e.""d.ny
Mathew Sheldon .t till' Roy.l N•••l Muwulll, Alan Ciddi ng. fo.me,ly of
the National Maritime Museum. ltobert C,awfo,d and aU hi, people at
the Imperial War Museum, and Dr Piers Blebdon. the" I(e<!jl<!r of the
Churchill Colt.-ge .4o,.h;""$ and hi$ people. I want too, to thank Captain
Chri. Page and eYeJYOne in the Na.al HistoIY Branch and tile Admilalty
library. especially inc:\uding Jock C.,d .....,. 'Mac' M"'Aloon. Jenny W,.ight
and last. but nol Iea$t. I(ate tilde,ley.

I wish too to thank Malcolm Uewellyn.Jall<'s who, while declining.
joint venture with me "" that he could finish his PhD. generously made
available the 'e.ults of hi, own resea,ch, David Brawn of the Royal
CalPS of Naval Co,,"tructors who w... helpful in loc.ting the warli"'e



'ftord, of thf DNe, and tuching mf about the dfsign of the Leande.
daIs C1uiser. hnny Small for helping to lranlc,ibe documents and
1m b~ing .0 ~u~ll~nt a m...., and P,of...or BailY Gough of th~

Wilfred 1.llmie' Unive"ity in CaMd~, who kindly shared hi,
knowledge of Roskill"s working methods. Finally, my thanks go to
David SI.V.'" and hi. 1'.01'1. in Ca.,h."a, who had the canfidence
to give methe task. and helped to sustain me by supplying fool notes,
nCWS clippings, books, and g~neral ~ncoUIag~m~nt.

In many ways It has bt(,n a fMt,ating p,oj<,<t. Th~r~ """'~ many ralse
I~ad., SO often lik.ly looking Iii•• pos.."",d no ,.l.vance to HMAS
Sydney's case, and by fa' the ta,ge, p,oponton of documents which
wc,c cxamillCd yielded no rcs..lts. The ,...a,ch amount~d to proving a
negative, and lhe author wal glatel,,\ fmtrn. good humou, and ""ric"""
of many people. fsped.ally Ilob O'Ha'a. Whfn asked 10, InOlf WQ,k. furthe'
documcnts, and yct anOlhc,scarch.

No ""i,l.lOt. of a board enqLliry hal I>eo!n fOLl1rd, nOl any explanation
why there was not. as thfTe would no'mally have befn. a formal
investigation into the dls.lPlICarallce 01 HMAS Sydnq. h,hap, it I,
,uffid.nt ,~amn thar November 194t wa, a momenta.., month, wilh
many g,im ,.."nr. and ..riou.ln..... ~t ..a, teading tn the."dden attack
by the Japan=. By f945. when mn~ evidence did ~ome available.
the IolS of HMAS Sydm!}l mUlt ha~ seemed, from London, like one,
1.1ati••ly .man, incid.nt 01 Ih...or, and an irICid.nt which had alr.ady
be<!n fully explained by the report wtokh the AU'lralian Cnmmn""""a1th
Navallloard had folWarded tn the Admnalry thref fUrs ea'tier.

In my mind, th~ mn,t tclling pice~ of evidcnc~ iJ; Op<l.ationen umt Toktik
Volume 10, the G-,man naval ,taff acco..nt of the battle bet....n the
tW(llhips, Sydn~ and Ko,mo,on. Thls wal wrillCn in 1943 for internal
reMling by the G-,man navy when mo,t Ge'mans might have thou9ht
they were still winning the war, and thus the authors had tittle ~i1S0n

to lie. If the G-rman accounts are, mOre 0' lUI, t, ..thful, and if Captain
Jo..ph Burnett did, di..,t,ously, 'ange hi••hip op alon9'ide Ko,ma,un,
thus exposing het and her peQple to their deatlts, then· as the al(hi~s

show· he wa. neither tho first nOr tile Loll eXpI'ri."""d commanding
office' who made a simila' mi,take.

My own conclusIon Is that I doubt whether rhere was eve, a conspiracy,
either by th. G.llnans 0' the AUShalia"", ro hide the t.uth about the
fight bet....n the tW(llhips. The interval bet....n the various reports,



particularly in the early days as the d~adful news broke. allO'i'fS no
opponunity [OJ this. ;lnd there is no sign. [OJ u;lmple in (r;ICe'. d1uy.
of alte,ed documents.

If. on tile othe, hand. the truth is diffc,entto that <e(:onie<l in the
archi ..... then the,e _,e apP",en'ly. only thr.. "Yewitn~. 10 Ihe
wl1ale incident. They_reCamm.nde,Th~Of Detme,,,, ChiefSignolman
Ahlbach and the helmsman of the Kormoron (who~ name the British
,,,,,ald. do nat discla.e). [),etmel$. a Nui, wa$ ordered to IJ$f! .urprise
and ruthless violence. but if. and. if so how. he then persuaded HMAS
$yd>leY to close the Kormoran. remains a secret probably known only to
the"! th,,, men.

The autl10r is only SOllY that he has not ~n able to draw any Une
unde, the enduring mysteJY wl1kl1 ,ultound, the disappeara""e 01 HMAS
$yd'lry in Novembe' t 94t and the deaths of so lI\lIny brave men.

Pete! G. Hore
Rotherhitl\<!. 200t
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1 German Raider Operations
and Kormoran's Orders
German naval war plans
Germ~n n~v~l war plans in World War II. as rar as ocean warfale was
co~rn.,j, were fOf war on m~rchanl shipping. Instructions laid down
that action. even against in/eOOr enemy naval fo,,,,,,. was not an aim in
itself and was net to be sought, since even slight damage could decle~

the effect;""ne... rod It.. cruising ,ndoran« of German ~rchant .aide'S.
To help the surf;oce ships, supply ships we,e ..,or oul \lefo,e lhe outbreak
of war. and dfom llI3de •... to establish the I\C(cssary fuel and arm.l
.uppli.. by ,,",ans of.=~ organisation. which was to be built up by
(;,en""" "9'!nLs wilh the help of bO!""""I,nl ",,,\,.Is ...•. The ~"n
raide!s were recommended to make 5udMn .p""",o""". in widely
~paraled area•. followed by ••.• withdrawal into the ocean wastes ... ",

1hO'Sl> 100 ,"",. tl\l! insllUcrioll$ which Commander Th...,dOT ~tmen;

confeSSed [0 when he was undo, inton09ation as a prise"o,_of.wa, afl~,
he had been captured f,orn the w,eck of the laide, Kormo,o" . •... the
policy WOlE (fOl] a sman num"", '" ~"I", ,inking, to con... inte,ruption
to the ftow of trade...hile not unduly ri~lting the eristonee of the
r.ide' ..". (.... Chapte' 'l

Xormoron was one of the rno~t heavily armed ,aide.. and in ~dition to
lor!",doos, one or two ai,craft, and ~ x t~·rnm (5.9·llIch) guns. she
ca,ried g,ound and moored mine,. pIlLS a small, fast mOlorb"at (ca\led
an LS Boat) to asmt in minelaying o!""ations. He, o,de,s ,e~tcd

tbi$, .s i, sh<>Wn by an extract from Qpe'Oflonen ~nd ro*trl Vol~me

10,'

The operation order for ~Ship 41" ­
Appl'ndix 111 stipulated that the main field
of overdtio"~ would be the Indian Occan and
thc Australian and African waters verging
thereon, with the Souttl Atlarltic and Pacific
a~ alternative areas. the aU1111ary cru1ser
was prMldl'd '11th the following for mine laying,



GrOllnc lIIin~s Ito ll~ hili 11)' L.S. boats

al In thl" SOllth /;'r un ports. and In
parl1Clllar ('p{! To..~. SilO Hc~n. Durll.". Port
11izabcth and last tone

b Tn Ihf "u~tralla Ind ~ • l~lland pnrts
.nll in pdrtlClll.r Sidn~)'. &'Isbdnf. rr_n~le.
""fillee. MelbOllrnf..111". "llC~llnd Ind
\/.. 11lnQton.

K1 rf(l.1 ne$:

•

l~ t~~ IPP'O.C~~s to I ~tta.

I~ t~, Ipprolchl"s t ~luqlpaUln (on thl
[d t (ont jf Irdi o .

In tne Ipprolcnes to ~odrIS.

In the ~troits of "' ,nca",

Alternative area: Allstral1.n c'lOsUI waters
~ollth. or 2S·S.

Provhlon "',15 mad", for Ih ~ ... pplylnq of a
Sllblllarlrie en route dt a rendel-'OllS "Red~

(I'll. 31'14). A second rendfl ,ous with a
sllbllarlne ",as pl.nn~d for th~ r"lurn jnurn~)'.

RaidffS, supply ships and blockadf funnefS
Ilildfrs lncluMd ~uLar German navy surtlCt ship$. bkt the pockft·
battltship GrafSpft. U·boits. and. of tllIlnt. dugWSfd Iwcilwy~
Ilu tilt b_oll. In ..ld.itioll, lilt Gtf-..s ope.ated iIIPpty~ps which
senictll the '~B. and bloxbclr: runntrs which IllIpone<ll'llw 1llol1tn.llls
frOIll OYtBtiS fof the Ge........~ ttklrt. In I Sfnst IU ships wtrt

Nocudt-rllJlntn. ""'-r. ..Dtt.n orders'~ lhips.1ndudi"'J
auzitiary ClI.ist'$ _,~ dlll1.·~ As _II is p.tying on ~...,.-y

wppino).~ _ tzP«\td to aetlS iIIpply wps to U boob. SimilartT.
tht .ws of supply ~ps and bloch.......runntrs __ 1tItm:1\an9tablIt.





Orders for commerte raiding by the Kormoron
As I CO.....« WlIr•. the policy w;u dt~lly WeI down thn tho •...
IwISSUl9 of the enelllY IS 1IlO~ UIIP\ll'Wll to the JU(USS of the Opt.IUOll
thon I hi!lh ,Ko,d of sinkirags. Armed~ with f""'Y forCft or
luxllWy ship:s ue 10 bf ~yoidfd ...•. OlllillOllSly. ·U. ,-,",I ;m

fDCOW\lfr isllN~ f\/eIY ntempt to llestroy the ene.-y by~
d u_!WgIf. by \l.""".;noe<! mil TIItMfss .... d IU W'l'lpon.s should
bf ...... In dloLlil. Oe~· OIdfll ,1Nd:'

~PERAIIQNAt ORDER FOB ~SH!P 41~

A.M.Jee tor Co_aMjog Offlctr

The ~"'dwl(e (or (0-1 I
and we~~ell of the kdWY.
ShoulG tie ret erred t
outbruk of "ar. ThE'J
dllpl dble.

8. Pallltea! $ituatlon

Offl r.~ for shlrs
"II ell are owerse.~.

o the hent of an
are 10 ewerJ case

.lapan ts alltpd to Gpcmany and Italy I>y a
pact whIch provIdes entirE' mutual asststance
polilicdlly. economiCdllJ Uld militdrlly. dS

soon as a power, not yet takIng part 1n the
furoppan War or (h1nese (onf\l(t, enters the
war as an enemy of one of the partners of the
Ireaty. Japan has placed certatn sub lIIartne
bases at Our disposal In the ~act"c. IIbowe
this, cordial support withIn the 1i.lts of
neutrality can be counted upon , ..

c. nr ("rmy $jtUdtion

D.Our 0.0 forces.

• •••
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C. hsks

r~Nut1nn of rruh»r ",ufar., in for.,1gn ",Hers.
Hineldying d~~O"ding to dppend;~ bl Combined
action ",nh U-bo~ls accordinq to ~PPl'ndix n.
Th., cru~ of the operation lies in obljging
enemy forces lo relieve the homeland. and to
d~magl' our opponent,

alby forc1ng him to convoy and incrNse the
prolectio" of his ~hippir,g Hen in dhta"t
",aters.

blconnected with the above by 10crea,jnq
dellands 0" his f",-tes.

clby frightening ofl neutral shjpping trom
sal1iog In the 'ervic., of th., !>".,my.

dlby fur-ther disdd'.'ltdyeou~ ~u"~equellte~ of
an economically po)itic~) ~nd f1n~ncial

character.

A lony Ipc. ,- .. q,-j,t.i",' ~nd hdr~~,i"g of lhe
enemy is mvrc im~vrtd"t lo lhe ~utcess of lI,e
operatlon than ~ high record of sinkings
accompanll'd by a rapid dl'tnriorat10n of the
.11U111My crul~!>r. fllt' lIeans of g<llning the
slrdtegitd) end~ 1S the sinking of enemy
,hipping or neutral shipping working with
the ('nl'my.

F. AIJ'l.i;;LfJlL _h€'I uti 0" ,

1.11le enemy 1s continually forced to take up
ne", posH ions and to inerl'd,l' h1', innumerabll'
forces for protection of merch.nt shippi,,,) by
our unexpected ~ppearance on vary1ng scas.
Through this. relief on the hOlle front Is
obtdined. dnd enemy trade is hindered by the
dcfensh~ rJlraSur" hr 1 re~(jire<l to t,lke.



2. C,"ollfl.g~ ~nd "'~t~od~ of atUck l)n lII~rc~~nt

vessels ~~ollid be frf'Q"e,' Iy r~~nqpd. hpry
t ..qln~ble lIIl.'ans s~ uld '-o! ~",ployed \/,lng
cunnIng and Ingenuity. W etn~~ t~~ .uxili.ry
c~ujstr c.n pe~at(O UM ..nlspd for a long
tl~ 1n an area and" th(O'e .~tIl ...¥e .... ~ ..u
by surprIse. lj~ ell ~¥tates t~(O pOSSil)l 11ty
01 •• rnlng being ,.i.e' t e enelly, depends
on !~e perre ' I d • e e fen! u e f
t~e 'lIO"f age.

J. ,
" , " , h~y Iser

'" ale. ..., 1.. t'1. On 511~P ty, • sull I I('n t
p(Orlod f'l.ellW ~, ' • ,p , , ,
a~(Oa '" (On ug , • .', .. at ",
d(O' ..nSl.(O lI('a' r~s ,

'"' enl'ft'Y ,"
, 1 .. lIul~a ! 1,,, , ", ,.

pefdl • .~e.,
T~e "d!ti"g • .c "Id b.. Cd,U' d tI,.t
l~~ !'I (oIIlY" defe .e Olea u~e~ ""y b~ c<ll"pl~ted

and not ".it~drhn It t~e ',Iert dnrt ·".It,hed
10 I~\$ dl rlpr ..nt arpa 'J" t~e fre~~ appearance
of t~e <luxil;,,·y r;rui,~,., 'e.,POrdry r","'o.~l

to out of t~e w~y ~re~~ even for t~lrly long
prrlort~ can thrr .. forp h,l'~ lt~ "~P~. It not
only relllo,(O~ tile dux;lidry ,,'ui,t., frolll the
range of the en('rny'~ counter J\Casur~~ but
alS redtps a {epl1ng f "ncertalnty In td ...

4, Ar..ed Cl.sh~s ".ith enemy ''Jrces or ,uxlliery
shtp~ .re to br hclrted, If, h "pver an
fn(,untfr is unhQ!Catl f, "ery <ltte-pt to
dfstrOy th~ ~n..y by -ea~s gf ca~lltl.qe. by
U"f'XPfctf'(l aM r"t~ ~ • af .11 1O".p-ons

, ld be .<ld~.

Ar-ed C "OJS S~Ollld

Puungl'r ships 1p.,... r ,~iP5 r.l

~ be perated .Q.lnst.
<I_aIded,' ene-y

y .rl' superior h spe~



dJld drmdment. dnd even in successful c!ses.
they m~kp ~ coo~idprJhl~ ~urdeo for aux1liary
cruisers owi"g to the ,trength of the crew
!nd the num~er 01 p!~~enQer~.

5. Thp Comlll,10d1ng Ofr1c~r should alwdYS be
CO"Hiou, ltldl the fdct thdt the enelllY knows
of or oCC~SiOMlly suspects the presrncr of
hi, ship constitutes his strongpst wPdpon
aQJiost ",oemy commerce. lie muH. Ulerefore.
by cdre/ul handling of personnel !nd lII!teri!1
incrNse SN time of his ship ,15 much as
possible. The t1me thus pldced dt hi, di,pO,dl
mdkes it possible to we!ken the enell\)' lII~tcri!lly

~nd mora Ily. withol't pr..,c1 pitH iog ~~~nts an(l
while d~oi(li'I'J ,el pldllS of dctioll.

[Parag,apll.s 6 to 1 reg.,ding term;ll.tio" of
mission are not reproducedl

G. Ooecdtlolldl A,ed,

....
II. Ogtwd!"d VoUge

....
J. Gener!l Pirectlons for wu against Merchant

Shinning.

.. ..
Arrangements for rendezvous with supply ships
logistic support receivro less attention and f~l words tn.." other
p.art! of DetmerI' orders and a"~ngements were clearly of an ad hoc nature:

K. Supply

. Supply of Fuel and Pro,;,;on, will o,lly be
Cdrried out on dellldn(l of the !uxiliary cruiser.



7. Th demand should hp made by ~hort ~jQoal, or
wheo tile situHion allow, by W.T. to the NdVal
liar Staff. In th;,. attention 51l0uld be paid
to the long time Ole. ,ary for the carrying
jut of $upply arrangem nt .

3.All ~upply arra"~l'm~nt~

tG th~ watch kept by th
.. ,W Y count.. r fflrdSurr
tbe e'leroy shaduwira) all
neutral Ilarbours mu~t 0

a'~ uncertain uwing
rnpmy forces and to
Thr possihility of
'lply ~hip, leaving
k~pt ;n mind.

Tile supply ship Kulmerlond in Japan

Supply ,hip. W<!'P ~1s<> du~I.,olpd. in 1940 XI1lm~,IQlld w~. ,uspPCtPd of
minelaymg oft AustraHa and 01 using JapaMse POlts as bases. In 1941
.he was ~mployffl a, • supply ,hip, .upporting th~ Xormoran. 11
Kom'G/an', .urvivo," c~"ipd food'tuff. with J~p,n.... """king', thp""
plobably came ham Japan via the XI1lme,land who lesupplied lhe
Xo,moran atlhe end of Octobe' 1941. ",. B,iti.h had p'otest~ about
thi, ~b""" of ~noqedly neuu,l "",Is in e~r1y 1941,.nd the evideru:e
which tile Adml,alty's Pl,ector of Naval 1ntelIJgence (DNI) produced on
H.l.''''.'Y tQ4t hMI oriyi".Uy ¥m.".I ...1fmm A,,'t <Ali. viA tho A"<I,.li,,,
cammon~allh Naval !!<>aId (ACNB). It lead as tollows:"

Thi' ·~vidence" that K Mf.RlANO had mined
A,,'trallan walPr, W,J' prnvldPd. llkp most (If

the illfor·m.ti"" .bout tl,,~ r.iders ,n the
PacifIc, by survivor' landi'd at Crllirau.

The report was cnnta1rwd 1r A.C.N.B,·s 70007,
29/1t. the relevd<,t pd' ,age redding d~ fQlloll~:

"[,prmans 10 MANYQ .lnd TOKYO MARU KUfMrRIANO)
informed Cdptive~ tMt TOnO MARU ldid mines

in 6dSS ~tratt~. Spencer Gull and off Auckland."

M10Ps IIprp IOCalpd In th Ba" Straits on
tlovember llli .'Id i" ,pe", ... r Gulf on December
/th. No mini'S havi' been locdted oft Auckland
slnce June 18th .10(1 these are known to have
bee" laid by d"other "did", "A" in Admiralty
1%1/4/1). Mines wrri', hOIl,'ver, locdtC'd 01"'



N~ ..caHle, N.S.I/., on Nov"mh.. r 73rd, ~nd HI'
pDulb1e lhH lht! ~urvivurs uf the 8ritiSh
5h1PS, Dr the Genuns. llu~"d I~ to" ploie,,~.

Thj> K MfRl""n woi~ ~~urttd .~ h.ving left
h.oe Of' O!:tober 9th. w!\tell would "ave !IlYen
h!'r sul!lclent till(' to r~a<ll Au~tu'lan wH..r~.
~y firly II)ve'llt!"r, ellb.,.lng .ir'u frOdl one

I tw rat~l'r~ fn route. r"Oll9h HIls rfportw. IHfr contradIcted by • stat~nt that
KI MiRI""0 wn In. KON h1pyoird, troin1fl'rre~

t t,,~ JoiP611e e ft"9. t nuw ~s certaIn
thH thn second report wn Incorrect oind
fhat nn OrtobPr ~Olh the 8 RCINlAliJ. , sister

II p,l 0 <It Kobe. wIS. u~ lor ItUl"tRLAND.

It tllerelore appears reasonably Cprtoiln thoit
K IH[RIAIID Woi~ rf pun Ibl" fll' the. nln<j of
Au~tr·<lli." w.ter •. but t seeOls ve..y doubtlul
whether the evldenl .. If c' ..ntly Hrone;

,,

,



t( lI~ke ~ protest tt the J~p~n~se "orlll\;hile,
e 1<111y H thN Is evidence 6t al
tnn tilt lIines ,,~'e ."'.. on b drd tn a
lapa ese port., , !,!, RlAND "H • , .

~"~rnl'd " apan

" • n!' ,,'''' .' .. • • • • ,. • . "• • " " • ,,,
O' • , • PI"est.

The British AmbuSOIdor's protests
0I.ht< ..idt'lCf fJll~ ..... supply ....p .activity aMI I..-.lo.pm.ond
Sinl)ipol'~ TIIIIl:rlnsb Aetw<a<\ot IumselI tnlt a~_ pn!SUlIlIbly

tinftod lit Ius MVIlI\~"

froll JAPAN,,
• •

1 " '141

,1. ~41 •

R. ,Lm, • ~ry nd,1'I41.

N'_', ! MPDRIANT.

Inlormuton so lar ret i. d eQudl
a IhHh_ dnd the I t 'h~t til
Kulllt,ldod hd, dppare'tTy ,,~v.. t

~~Q~ens the fO,lo,,;nq:

9 r.Tder's
ortQlnal

Il'fl K ,hp

Til .1r~ I'"~

he•• y d'.dment d
, at lIIav 0' lIIay

..... oy •

'ps •

'"use f
be cal

arq htp
d I \ er

"ith

" P

, . trlletf. K. r 114



Island 12tll December dnd 411 three ships
left 13th December. r~ldcrs for [mlrau an~

[ssberger for Japan.

On arrival at [alrau large raider was called
'Hanyu' Haru and sa~l1 one Kulmerland.

Large raider thereafter proceeded to bombard
Nauru.

(4) If Regensberg is being used in same manner
~s l.lssbcrQPr she may rendezvous with raider
In Harshall Island dbuut 2nd January.

(Sl 'A' (5Sberger which left Kobe 7'1th December
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have left 2nd January. Assistant Nd~ol Alldd,e
is mJklng fLlll report.

11~6117 .
Ad.ance copy sent Ops, 0.0., O.I.C.

reo whereahOLlts of German ships BURG£NLAND,
AEISBERG(R and (RMLANO

Tt- ,epo'lS we,e .yntllesi~ Into a general mc~gc. which was. in
turn, eventually incorporated into a signa\l~d for~lUnn~r of t~ first
rald~l suppl~m~nt"

MESSAGE QUT,
1951/4th January.

TO A Message Home &AbrOdd. 671 A.
OAf[ 4.1.1941.

NAVAl CYPHER (C) Temporary,

rROM Admiralty.

BA5EGRAM.
671 A. Ihe rol10w1n9 Is a summary of Ralder

Appreciation for 19~O, which is being inclL1ded
in W.l.B.

2. ~1ve raiders with attendant supply sl1ips still
operatlng, responsible for all sinklngs past
year, one in II. Atlantic. one in SOI'th Atlantic.,
one ;n !ndion Oceon, two in P~cifjc. SCH((R
also possibly still at sea.

3. RA!O(R A. Left Germdny Aprll 6t11. Sank HAXBY
In North Atlontlc oM proceeded to P~ciflc

vla Horn with tanker WIIINfIOU. Operated N.l.
woters in June. Spent July ot Horshal1 Islands
base. August in lasman Sea. September and.
October Jt base. Jolned by RJid\'>r 13. left
bose i" compony in lIovember for N.Z, wl1ere
joined by Supply Ship KULH£RLANO from Kobe
who 110d mined Austr~lion w.ters. December



attilckell pno~pllilte

"rvlvOr< i1t (.jr~".

hlp~ r p,lr NiI"r"
sh 1 NiI"r".

Ihr~r~phs' to 9 about ottwr r~1S OfIIitl~1

\(.II.t r very well eq"ipP(J. P 'blJs~c'ilIIJ

" It. Cilpilble re-il,n'n.. at su lonq p... r lld~

.illntilt~tnq htqn ilvP'~q@ 'r4ed. fo"r t~ ~ix
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And 1M Ambassadol made two protests n the Jlp'nese Forelqn Mlnimy,
on 31 Decembo!, 1940 l"d 1.);o11".'y 1941'

DISTRIBUTION B.
From JAPAN~

Dec de. >ir R. Craigie okyu

'0< 0" ,. \ 940,

D. 3.' ••• , • "ry, I gill.

R. ,., iI .111. , • ary, I '}4 I.
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dre" the attention of Vice Minister for foreign
Aff~ir~ to-d~y to movpmf'nts of lierman ships
in Japanese purl, "hich g~ve rise to strong
suspicion that they were engaged in
provisio"ing r~i~er from Japan. Thus th.. F.
Fssber!ler had left Kobe 0" November 30th.
returning O.. rpmbf'r 7"th an absence
sufficiently long to en~ble her to re~ch

(?Marshall) lshnd "hlch we kno" r~1~er h~d

recently visited. Furthermore the Regensburg
h~d left Yokoh~m~ on December 70th ,1nd A.
~ssberger had left Kobe on December 29th ~n~

th"r" "as rpason to believe that both these
ship~ hd~ been refuelled from WiMHou, wllOse
activities had already been brought to Hi~

Excellency's attpntion (see my telegram No.
2454 p~ragrdpl1 fourl. Unle~~ 1 could be g1ven
sppcjfic information in re\lHd to movements
of the~e German vpsspls, 1 "as hound to assume
that they might b~ engdge~ in pr()visioning
(iprman raiders at sea. It I were convinced un
ttli~ point. 1 ~hnuld fppl it my duty to propose
to my Gover-nment the re·estilbliShment of our
naval patrols in neighbuul"l,ood of J~p~n 1n
order to deal eftectfvely "Ith these Germdn
ralder~ ,1nd s"pply ships. Furthermori' lhi' fact
tildt th;~ p~rticular Germ~n rald.. r had rnmp
as far north dS (?Mdrshdll) Isl~nd must r~ise

once more the quest10n whether shipping under
a1l1ed control rnuld ~M"ly b" allowed to
proceed to Jdpdnese "Hers. It ,,~s in J~Nn's

1nt"rpSl as much as ours to obv1ate this state
of dffdirs dnd I therefore invoked His
lxcellency's assistdnce in tile m<llter·. In
partlcLllJr ! askpd to be Informed of precise
destirldtion of Regensbur<) ~nd the t"o
fssherQcrs ~nd the purpose of their voyages.

2. V1(e·Mlnlster for Foreign Affairs had no
inform~tion on the subject but promised to
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make enquiry and If't m~ h~v€' a reply as soon
as possibl€, ~rter the holiday season. He said.
~s he had done on a previous occas1on that
Japanese Government had no desire lu see war
brought Closer to Japan through activities of
enemy raiders.

3. J also mentioned 1ncidentally that this German
raider appeared to b€' masquerading as a Japanese
ship. I had no offici~l details on this point
ho ...ever and J merely menUon"d the fact no...
because I assLlrr!f'd that this was ~lso an activity
to ...hlch Jap~nese Government would tak€'
excepUon. In ans ..."r to His (xcellency's
"nQulry. I s~id that press report indicated
that r'~ider had hoisted the German f1.1g befor€,
opening fire on N~rau Island but lbH J had
not yet received anything definite or official
on this point. I promised to inform His
lxcellency of any furthrr rf>liable information,
which 1 might rerei.p.

4. Please 1nfnrlll Admiralty.

Rf>pe,Hed to Captain on Staff SingdPore telegram
No. 231 for Com,"ander-in-thief tele\lr~1ll No.
529.

III his ",,(ond Pfot~$t. th~ Ambas$<ldof added:

OlSTR1BUlIOU e,
[rpm: JAPAIJ

Decod€'. Sir R. Craigie. (Tokyol.

January 7th, 1941.

0.11.20.p.m.

R. 6.40.a.lll.

No. 29. (Rl. IMPORTANT

Your telegram No. 16.

January 7th. 1941.

J~nudrY 8th, 1941.
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Althougl1 my l!st interview on the subject WdS
with Vice HinistPr for Forl'iqn Aff~1rs I telt,
in view of importance of subject, you would
wish me now to t~ke up question with Hinister
for foreign Afrdirs who 1 ';aW this aftprnoon,
Vice Hinister for foreign Affairs, who is
bettN ~cqu~inted with the subject, being ~1so

pro?sent. I said that subject might usefully
be divided under three main heads namely (3)
use of Jap~nese ports by German vessel s for
purposes of sl,pplying GPrman r~iders: {b} use
by German raiders of Jap~nese fl~9, names ~nd

m~rkin9s; (c) ~rrh~l in this country of German
naval ratings; and r procepdl'd to sppak in
general sense of your i n,t,'uct ions.

7. As reqards point (~) ~ice Hinister for foreign
Aff~irS stdted that results of pnql,irip, which
he had made after our i'lterview uf December
31st (my telegra~ No. 2bb31 were ~s follows;

3, The ~Rpgpnshnrq" had lpft Yokoh~ma on December
20th fl>r d port outside Orient (i.e. not in
Marsh~l Islands). "(.(ssberger·· hdd left Kobe
on December 2nd for a certai n port 1n Japanese
terr1 tory and had rl'tl,rnl'd to KOhl' on Opcl'mhpr
25th. "L bsberger" w~s still in port at
Kobe. "Winnetou" l1~d not suppl ied these two
German vessels with 011 In Japanese territorial
waters.

4.1 observed Their Excellencies would h~rdly

expect me to regHd this reply as exclUding
the possibility th~t Regensburg an [ssberger
had i" fact been used to re·fuel and provlsion
raiders at sea, since ports 01 destination
were not specified; there w~s no evidence
that ships Iud actually proceeded to ports
fOr which they had clo?ared; and finally If
ports in Question were sufficient distdllce,
thl'rf> would bf> time for r~iders to be



provl~lon~d en rOllte. Vlcp "1'(\ IPr for Foreign
.... Hair< \.a~ nnt ho.~.er 'r " p ~ilio" to '.I've
.e any further particulars on
thl!' 9round that ~up~ y f Inrnr"Hlon

qrloupl.lInd.. < [ypheredl. ~efely of (,....-en
ve Ie' !1I1d P" ~~~Iy be resrntr-d by
Gf'rNn Go.~rn..nt. I, nt .1, In thf <1b~e

r _orf' definite ev a~ '1 no{ent net lire
the~l!' VOY.9"~..... ". b:ld to .. lntaln

OIlr au..-ptlon that r~lde "frf bflnq lIPP' ied
IrOll Japan<!SP P"'l r ;n9 ..h W~

",Id n 1 ell " t uncnecked.

OJ, ,,,n,, nil U point b
.11 the Infer.atl
t use of Japdne~e

a .'" •, ."
.M •

1rflt(('II('n les
e , on in "e;erd
.anln;s,

6.M'n ster I'r orelll Allalrs tJt~d

utegorlcally that ".1 Irary to lnterl!'H~

r Jallan that <*r.,,, 'd der "_,,,ld IOesquerade
as Jdllane~e ships or "'~l!' Jall~neSl!' tlaQ. I'll.'
"ould be even more 0PllO d to u~1' of .Japan",p
vrHl'ls as ~upply l;.h1p, to ralder~ alld tll~ "d~

co"fldent thH thh ould "ot hove ()ccurr~d.

Metler I'ed alr~ad1 b~~n tGken up by MInister
of MHine "Ith German NGval Att~ch~ .1n(1 h"
no" undPrtook to JdMP S rl'pre~entdtloo~ lo
Germao AIllb~s~~dor On bash of inforlllation I
had supplied. He hoped tl1~t I \;ould f(,rohh
hl~ \;Itn all a~allable pdrllculors of ~jsu~e

of Japenese ..arkinQ~ In ordl'r to Hr~nQtllen

Ilh hand~ In p"ttln'1 a qoP It pr~ctl{e, He
did not deny d~ lon9 d5 ,t continued lOr "ould
tie JU5tlfied In rega-dln\l "itl1 uwlclon 0111
Jdp.nPH· shIps In the .illnlly of 'eiders. As
rl!gerd~ -ove-ents of Ger~an SlllpS wlllch had
been sheltering In J.p~n~5P ports. difficulty
>oJ!. thH I bad not pn juu~d eny t"nC"lush~

ev'dence tnn actual pro.;~lonlnQ or rp.futllng
of r,IdPrS '"d o(c"rrtd aM (,overnor vf Nonll.l
hlends, "~(J h.d lleen consulted dellnltely
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denied either Regensburg or (, (ssberger had
procI'I'dl'd to these Islands, He did not contest
my tllesis thiH, if these movements of Gerlllan
ships to and from Japanese ports were to
continue. WI' wnuld hI' justHiC'd. under
[nternationdl law. in re·establishlng our
patrols In order to intercept thell but he
earnestly hoped that we would only do this in
last resource since such action must arouse
Japanese opinion as in tile case of Asa(ma)
Har(u). On my drawing distinction between two
cases Hinister for Foreign Affairs said that
what would be the cause of trouble In Japa'i
would hI' nat to seIze German ships on high
seas but tile hovering of British warships
round coasts of Japan. [ said that I WdS sure
my government would not wish to re-establish
these pdtrols if action of Japanese Government
themselves rendered such action u''''ecessary.
but that hI' would realise that we were engaged
in a life a'id death struggle and that military
npcessity must prevail as against politicdl
('xpedi('nr.y. ! hoped therefore that His
(xcellency would find some means
(?gr[oup].omit[ted].of) discouraging these
German activities which were certainly not in
the lntHpsts of Japan. He promised that further
enquiries would be made on the point.

7.As "ega1'dS point (c) Vice Hlnister f01' Foreign
Affairs again denied all knowledge of arrival
in Japan of Gerllan naval parties. which he
said would be quite contrary to tile wishes of
Japanese Government. [ told him that my
information In regard arrival of first party
of 20 was both categorical and reliable and
urged that strictest watch should he kept an
these activities.

8. Fin~lly I handed to Hlnister for foreign Affairs
a document svmmarlzing existing Inform~tlon
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be he1(1 In ney.nee during this \1 .... heh
H'Hel 1$ [( b, .~old('d.

A. TO!;
IIShip 41 1$ eq"lpJl('d lor the N,nlen.nce of 2

U-Bo.U Typo(' llwlth .r.$ (l06Ic. 861.1 fuel.
stor('s Ind sp.re p.rt~; .nd In r~rl.ln CI5es
.1$ll for eAch.nqes of personnel. "<,I prq~lslon

Is Nde for t.klng over .Ines.

2l"<Jlnten.net Is pldnned for one U·Boat While
thl! auxll 1Iry crUl ser i s ~lOPPt'd In tit Allant Ic
on the OUlward Journ('y IS well a~ on the
return jour,ll!Y.

3)Whether and when 10119 rdllge operations arp
carried (')Ilt hl a U Bolt supplied I;y Stlip ~l

depe"d~ on the glvpn situation and the order
will be ghen It the dppropr!ate tl~~ by the
tlaval War Staff.

8. [xeelltlc

1 )lhe rendetv"us ho"l(1 tak~ ola, In the caillest
waters p05$'ble in order to .11, W • rJIOoth
PHhanql' 01 _NPOnS and SlIppl,es. 1111' only
.re• • rlch ."tus Into the queHl<Jf1 '$ lhe
bell 01 c.l. Wdl~r at prpS."l reported south
west Ind south >f ('PI' Vl'r 'e

2'lThe follo.lng lleeting pClinl5 .rl' laid (Iown for
rende1vou~:

Meeli"g pOInt grnn .. 50I'q,. , "lns.IIClrth.

21 OE'ql. Wl'sL

Meeting pol nt CO, ... I l)e\lS . II 31 De'1s. W.

"eeli,,'] po lIlt black I' Pp1js.N Jl Dcgs.W.

"('('tlng pol nt ..hi te 10 Degs.1I " PP'fs.W.



,'urt~ .. r ..."t in\l PO lin ca" be requut"tt by
t~" dr_I'd -.erc~,nt cr~tHr c,r U-ROH dccording
to clrcumsta"Cl! . Mo>e'fng poi"t \I'een is only
t De u~l'd In, ~rge ,_

3 T "H,bl, ~~ t'-e ,"a P a " 1f 1~1' -eet ing
tnt U 801t send • reQutH to tne ""v,l War
~tiff ,nd n,g Off'cer ~~b..ar1nl'~ (8d.II.' by
, ~~orl sign,l or, W T Ilessagt!. T~t "'.v.l W,r
Staff tran~.Hs lMt- reQ~~SI to l~e aU~ll,.ry

cruhl'r, r!'ports del.y ~r incidents by <'II ~Ilort

51\1".1 and Hate$ or .ill'rnlttv"ly conflrllS
the .ctual t1.1' Ilf lIP .. tl"\I.

4)1111' rendelVous a~ ordt'rt'd s to be tiKen up H
0600 ,1nd 1600 IIIl'd" 10(61 time from till' appol"ll'd
day onw6rds.

In l~e lntert. pprtod fa~ourable courses arc
to bl? s<?t for ~"••nd merc~.nt ~hlpptng

co_unlcHion~_

SlTh" U-80.l is to report a~ 500n as soon a~

c;rc".stanccs pl!r.ll. lila" t~" oper.t,on ha~

taken phc", t~1' r"port being aade by ~hort

sl\ln,l or ~hould t~'s not be ac~nowtl'dgl'd. by
, \/11 -eH4<,le.

C.(o.ynjULjpns Instruct1ons.
11 E~ch~nge of news bHwl'en t~e a~"III,ry cruiser

and t~l' U·boat ~ta ho-e stal;on~.

11 For dlrect co-unlcation between th" ,,,~tllary

cruiser and the U-8oat - long •• ~e <,lround
receptlon arl" ~avelengt~ 946 metres and VHf
F ch~nnel 10.

3) All WIT tr4fflc. ~tth !~....~ceptlon Of nllCIIHary
s~ort s19nals is forbidden ~;thtn , radtu~ of
300 sea .iles from t~e meet1n9 p01nt .

• )(hanges of rec09nltton Sl9nals between surface
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war ve$~el~ and U boats taKe place according
celllral (uropean time.

Blockade runnel'S between Japan and Europe
Liter in I\c, care.::, xu/met/and acted as a blockade·runner.

A Z9·page document in Stephen Ro.kill's p"peu in the Churchill College
Archi .... conlains only negati...e evidence legarding tM loss of I!)olAS
Sydrrey. The document. whose C<M!' rs missing. and whose origin is
unma,ked. rontain, an account of blockade·runnels between Japan and
Europe. It consists of <everal parts and is amended in milTluscripl by
several hands. The'e is no direct ,elere""" 10 Kormnr"n or Sydn"Y and
Ihe document i, nol reprodLl<..-d in fun hl'1I!. It does. howcvcr. contain
",fe",nCfl to the operations 01 xu/me'/and. There is no mention of
Japanese inOlOI~ment in blockade running opelation, priol 10 April
1942 and no menlion of Japanese submarin... cooperating with lierman
.upply shil". blockade runnm or laiders. There is no mention of any
opelations of this l<ind by Vichy hench subma,ines. On the olher hand.
there i. ",me implicit '!'Vide"... of pool cooperation ootween tile Germans
.nd J.p."".... Thl' pa,lS of tile document a,e;

• German Surlace blockilde·TUnners between Japan and Europe;

• C>I!lman U·oo.u operati"9 in Indian Deean or as blockade mnners:

• Uatian Submarines as blockade·TUTlners (the It.li,," Nary \>efole
capitulation and by lhe Germans using captured Italian
submarirws afterwards); and

• Japanese Submarines as blockade·rul\nelS.

Japanese submarines as blockade runners

The fust 'efer~ to the"", of Japanese .ubmarine< .. blockade·run"""
isol aboaC /·30. which made Ihe OIOY"9" from East to West and reads as
follows,"

IY. JAPANlSl SUlIMARINES AS BLOCKAD£
RU.l:!1! l RS
A. KI RSCU Bl lJ (T ( [i.e. Kilschblute OT chelry blossom]

J 30·
DescrJptlan af bpat· (lb.4.421



Meier bows (Meier BUQlwlth .,xt",nded fo'c~stle

heightened by th., r,1tap"lt. H~n'J.r forw~rd of
conning·tower ~djuins tower. Lookout on towPr
(~fl) with verttcal drop to f1~t d.,Ck ~ft

(Achterdeck), wh."., th.,r., Is ~ 14 em. gun.
Hangar 1~ 1 m. tligh. Catapult makes forward
polrt of boat appear htgher tMn aft. No net
deflector forward. one aft.

Measurements; 108 m. long. 6.S m deep (tiell.
appro 11 m. beam (breit'. 14 m. overall height
from keel (14 m. hoch ab Klell.

ijhp),lI:ement· 7,500 tons,

~ appr, 100 men. 10 officers.

Commwdec: Commander [ndo.

Details of boat from Weyer &Gr6n.,r 1940

25242· Japanese N.A. Yokol su99.,~ted thH
large Japan."", $ubmarj"fS s!luuld trdnSport
goods for G('rlrtaoy a~ fdr as the South Allanttc,
wh('re they sl10uld be transferred to (,Prman U·
boats.

Ihen 1t was d('ctded that a Japao('s(' submarine
~hould run right through to W. france after
completing an operational trtp In the Indian
Ocean. Thl~ first submar;'le WdS the J 30,
cover·n~me KirschblOte.

11 4 42' KtrschblDt., l.,ft Jdpdn

5 8,42: KirschblDte entered lort('nt.

CARGO CARRIED
and d.,llv.,r.,d 1.500 Kg. ~ica (Spaltglinner)

660 Kg. Shellac

al~o n.,gatly." of lnstru\;lions
for bdrrdge at Singapore
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Raider Supplement to Weekly Intelligence Report
The Raider Supplement to t"" WeeHy Inlelli!J"nC'! R~I"'Tt (WIR) of 30
MJy 1941 contained a description of ~rmod m"ch~nl r.lide,,' mod"s
operandi, and what little information was given about ilJJid., G 'I'"

mason"bfy;occu'''l''''

GERMAN SURFACE RAIDERS
Since th~ beginning of the w~r Germ~n warships
and auxiliary cruisers h._e inflicted
consider.ble dd,"dge on BritiSh and Allied
shipping, Up to the end of March. 1941. tlley
had sunk or captured dl h~dSI 102 ships
tot.lling 589,035 tons in the Atfantic Oce,1n,
29 ships total flng 194,6?9 tons In the hldi.n
Oce,1n, and 14 ships tOtdl1ing 93,64B tons in
tile Pdcifi<.:, mdking a grand total of 145 ships
of BII.312 tons.

ARMED MERCHANT RAIDERS
Number~

Armed Herchant Raiders have been Operdling
cnntlnuously since Apr'il 1940. the numbers H
Sed vdrying from four to six. Ihough these
!lumbers .. igl1t be Increased In the future, it
is possible that supply and other operdtiondl
difficulties will prevenl the Germans from
keeping more than six at sea at anyone time,

ChaNe/ cr i 5 t j C' 5

Though diflering In details, armed merchant
raiders are _ery siJllildr in mdny respects. It
is possible that slst('r ships hHe been
deliberately con_erted. to incred,e the
diffiCulties of identifying them.

Ille raldl'r, ar(' not big ships, llle ldrgest
b('lng .boul 10.000 tons. and It Is unlikely
that passenger Ilnl''' will br? USed for this



purpose. f"st modern c"rgo or fruit
"11th ~ l~r~e r"diu~ of "clion
comp~r~tivl'ly sm~11 silhouette. ha~e

more suitdble than con~ertPd 11npr~.

~hip~.

"nd "
pro~ed

All r~idcrs arc known by a number but these
dre not "l1otted con,<"cuUvl'ly, so that the
fact thn there is a Numb"'" 46 does Mt 1od1c,1tl'
that there are 46 cormene raiders. In addition
they ~ppe~r to h~ve n~mes. Ihcse are used
both dS " disguise dnd for purposes of
recognition with other raider~ and supply
Ships. Thl'sp naml'S are frequently ch~nged and
""1' not, therefore. Of any gre,ll valu". This
is all the IIIore true ~i,u;.. two raiders are
both thnught to ha~e used the nallle Narvik.

Supplies

All the raiders arP ~pry wl'll pqulpp!"d and
c~pable of remaini,,~ at ~ea for dt ledst t ....ehe
1II0nths. With the possible exception of the
Pacific. thpy do not appe~r to rely on shore
ba~es. tllough they proll,lilly h,lvP def1nltl' ~reas

H sea for re"delVOU, with supply ships and
for resting and refit'. It h aha possible
th.t they lIIake \lSI' of 'sl~nd~ In the Southern
lndi~n Ocean and of andlur,,<jes on the South
American coast for mor!" extended self refits
and for a rUll ashore ior their Cr~W$.

The lowl'r holds, d~~p tan~s and double bottoms
enable them to cury lug~ quantities of fuel,
While 1II0St. if not all. of them operate in
company "11th t~nk!'rs, which are relieved from
lime to tillle as nece'sary. An additional but
~aluable source of supply is provided by their
prizes. On th~ whol~, fuel does not present
the sallie problem ,,$ it did in the last wu,
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but there n!ve been sevf>ral rppnrts wnien
show that raiders h~ve run d~n<Jerously short
of provisions.

Fuelling is earripd out at sea by me~ns of ~

length of flexible ho~e stopped by c!nv!s
beckets to ! seven inch manilla, the raider
usually towing thp tankpr at slow speed. The
system does not ~ppe~r ~lw~ys to have worked
satisfactorily and in any c~se lis] a slow one.
In consequence raiders take every opportunity
of topping and keeping tnelr tanks full.

DisguIses

Gre<lt use is made of disyuises. All funnels
!nd topmasts !re telescopic, and dLllM'ly fLlnnels,
vpntllators. sampson posts. etc" ~re often
rigged. This is carefully done so that the
raider can be m!de to resemble a S..ed1sh,
,Japanese or even British Ship ~s required, In
~dditio'i. false bulwdrks in the well decks,
hlse deck houses, boats and deck cargo, assist
in cnanging the ship's appearance. Repainting
is done so frequently tnH report~ of the
colours ..hieh a ~uspicious ship or raider is
painted are quite v!lueless 24 hours later.

Special workshops and ratings arp carried to
make ,1nd Ilanipulate these and abo to Cdrry
out the extenSive repairs necessiuted by tne
long period

Crn",

Tne cre..s carried ~re large, at least 300 and
probably 400. They are mostly your'lg regular
naval ratings, but SOme are reservists from
the mercha'it navy who have Iud pe!ce-tlme
experience of th" waters in which the r~ider

15 to operate. This is particularly true of
the officers, who are in a position to adv1se



the captain on types and tlabits of shipping
likely to be encountered.

OPERATIONAL AREAS AND STRATEGY.
~ach raider appears to lie aTlotted to an
opprational area and there are jew Instances
of a raider making an attack outside It~ own
area. though in some inst<lnces r<lide,·s <lppear
to have operated in fairly close company. No
armed mprchant raider is known to have made
an attack in the Atlantic north of 40· N. and
it 1s probable that this area is reserved for
warships. which havp more chance of escaping
from or of dea1i"g with the more numerous
British ferces lhely to be encountered there.
On the whole. merchant ralder~ have avoided
the well·know'l foc.l area, and have been content
to exact a small but steady toll of shippin'}
using the les~ rongpHed routes. Where attacks
have been made in focal Mea~ the raider has
always retired a, ,00li as his position has
been compromised.

The German Adml ra I ty appears to exere; se a
general control ovpr thp broad strategy and
movements of the raider',. tNt. as in the last
war, a very large measure of initiative ;,
left to thp Indiv1dual captains. Ihey do.
however. appear to foll~.. closely the ge~eral

pnllcy laid down by Admiral Raeder. namely.
t~ be content with smal' gains. not to risk
their ships by atta:k, U" w<lrships. even If
)f lnfer10r "rpngth nr on defended shore
)bjectlves. and to rely on thp cumulative
effect of tne 105S of two or three ~hip~ per
~o~th dnd the dlsorganllatlnn :aused to trade
by our counter m~a,ure'

RaiMr~ appear to have vuled one week 's ~low

I'o"t i ~9 wit h tw') week<;' recond it i ani n'9. when
presulII!bly they ;hangell tllei,' areas of
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operations and altered their appearance. They
h~.e not. on the ...hole. tried to lII~ke ~ second
attack in any one are~ If the lint victim w~s

~ble to m~ke ~ distress mess~ge. but h~ve

~teamed aw"y at I~ or 16 knots for Il !lours or
1II0re. On the other hand. 11 no distress message
wa~ lIIade. they hJve rem~lned In the ~ame ~re~.

attacking two or more ships ... Ithin the space
of a lew days.

IlIIportance is ~ttached to the nuisance value
of lIIint>laylng. It Is not thought that lIIany
lIIine~ are ever laid at one time. a~ ttle chances
of the raider being detected ...ould be too
grt>at. It Is poss1hl(' th.lt the f"roclty of
the raiders' Htack~ on stilps are due to their
lear of a victilll scoring one lucky hit on
tht>lr ~tork of mln,,~.

TACTICS
Ihe tactlcs employed have .arled with the
indlvidu,ll captains. When raiders first began
op""·,,ting th",y "pp",,,r to hH'" relied m~;nly

on their innocent ~ppear~nce and on merchant
captains' Ignorance of the e~lstence of
dlsg"i~ed raIM'r~. to approach their victims
on a graoually converging course. fire woula
then De opened ... itho\lt warning in ~n etton
to destroy the "IT room hefor", a dlstr('s~

m",>s~ge could be m~Oe. ~nd ~1s0 to pre.ent
re,ist"nce bein!! offereo.

Ih1s m~thod Is still scoring ~urCt>SS('S. but
in many ca,es something more subtle has been
required. O'le m<!thod i, to locate a victim by
air reconnaissance or masthead look·out during
d~yl ignt. ~nd tllen. 10werin') tile lele~copic

topm~sts and lunnel. shadow until darknpss
en~ble> ~n unoeteeted appro~ch to be made.
Altern"tively the r~;der may pass her victim
soml' dlstancl' away 01lr1ng (!~yl1ght ~n(! then.
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Ilhen ~he i~ oot of siqht. turn and overtake
during darkness.

A sPr.ond mpthnd i, for thp raldpr', ,lirrr,1ft,
Ilhich hds BritiSh mdrking. to drop 0 messdge
to the merch~nt ship, ordering her to steer a
certaln course~, r~ldpr, are In thp vlclnHy.
This course, in detudl fdct. brings the victim
straight to the r~ider, The ~ircr~ft m;:lY ~lso

~ttempt bombing to force the merch~nt ship to
HOp and not to USf' hpr WIT, but thls ls
unl ikely to be very effective. Some successes
have been scored by aircraft diving low at a
ship wHh a tralling ho-,k devlee whlch brlngs
down the WIT deridl: but if Admirdlty
instructions concerning the rigging of ~ jury
aprl a I a rp adhprpd to. th i, dangpr wl1 I bp
overcome. Another metl10d is for d rdlder to
make a false 50S, but tl1ere is only one known
lnst~nce of this,

Wl1atever tile ll\('thod ct approachlng the v1ctim,
the attack 1s always suddpn and sever... th ..
primdry tdrgel~ bei.,g the lIridge. WIT room,
and gun. No attempt is made to spare the crew
until the dpHrLlCtinn of till',!' point, bas
been dchieved. ~nd in some Cdses firing hdS
continued for twenty minute~ or more, both
with the m~ln armarnPnt and w1th pom·poms.
lOllg dfter it wdS Obvious lhot no dttempt ot
resistance was being m~de. Torpedoes are
dpp~relltly only used tt "finhh Off" a dhabled
vessel.

INTELLIGENCE
Ra'den. partiCularly in the Indian and PacifiC
Ocpans, apppar to hp vpry wp]] tnformpd about
British drld Allied Shippirlg fIIove,oents. There
~ppears to be no do~bt tl1~t they l1~ve agents
in Empire and neutral ports who supply them
with thi~ information.



Another source of information is provided by
their supply Sh1pS. who may be h(mdrp~~ of
miles dWdY dnd report by WIT lhe positioro.
coorse ~n~ speed of any ships sighted.

PRIZES
Raiders have succeeded in taking a number of
prlles. Some of these h~ve b('('n retained for
a few weeks and used as prison ships, hefore
being sent home. Others. tallkers with full
c~rgoes of fuel oil, have heen ret~ined for
longer periods. acting as supply ships. pr1son
ships. scouts ,"1<.) even duxilidry mineldyers.
One prize returning from the South Atlantic
w~s reported by escaped pri soners to have
followed lhe folluwing course:

18 S .. 17 •• 10 ,.. 31'1 • '" •• • 38 ••

" S.. 20 W. U ,.. 38 W. " ,.. " ••
1? S. " • 18 ,.. 39 • "

, 30 •
10 $ .. 2S •• 20 ,.. 38 •• 46'1 ,.. 2S ••, S. , 27 •• 16 ,.. 39 • '"

, 18 ••
• I .. " • )0 ' .. 39 • '" • 13'1 •
o $ .. 33 • 33 ' .. 39 •• " ' .. " ••
3 ... 36 •• 36 ... 39 •• thence ", , , 37 • 381 '. 39 W. the Gi ronde.

The positions were estimdted with improvised
navig~tional instruments but are believed to
be reasonably correct. The Germans are tnought
to hdve a specidl route for prizes. which in
thl' North At1~nt1c Is to procl'l'd roughly up
the meridian of 40' W. until the latitude of
Borde~ux is re~ched. when a course is set for
the mouth the Cironee.



Bordedux dppears to be the port to whlch all
pr1zes !rc now sent thouqh ln 1940 thf> K",rlosono
was spnt to lorlent.

HOME BASES
loformHlon hh bf>f>n rNP!v",d of two raiders
return1ng home. No. 21 wa~ reported to ha~e

been in Brest belore Chrlstmas, 1940. Thls
port has been used by warship raidf'rs and may
well be the merChant raiders' b.~e too: but
St. Nalai"e and Bordeaux would appear e~en

more suitable. lhough ncw raiders may lea~p

German or Norwf>gian ports. it is thought tllat
those already at sea may not underta~e the
passage north about bac~ to Germany. but would
use thp Frf>nrh Atlantic pOrt,. There is
consider.b1e e~ide'H:e tt,.t tI,eir supply ships
are alre!dy doing so.

No. 10 is belleved to have ri>t"rnpd to G.erm,lny
1n April. 1"41. but probably proceeded up the
Engl istl Channel to do

NOTE,· [II tllI~ follOlol,ng reconstructions of
r"iders' crulscs "n astcrlsk indlc"tcs ,w
"ssumptioo, ,IS oppo,lPd to ,} knololn fMC.

He'~, th~ an~:<es r~f~ning to other ,alll~rs have been omitted, HOWCVC1,
the ~nne. which r,l,ned to Xormoran. gave no si\hou~tt~ nOI any
pictule, though th@ b,ief det~ils of he, superstluctu'e, Funoel ~nd st,,"
might have been oulficient to ,"""9ni.... if ohe wa, not too he~vily

disguised. Even the astc!isk«1 ll<lTag,apbs wm. at the time of writing
COII~Ct. and only the raule(s numbel was wrongly gl'~n as 46 instead
of H, • mi,tak, which ocam elsewhere:

RAID(R ""(i"

1. REAL IO£N1JIY. Unknown.

2. NAHfS. Non~ rp(or~~d.

3. NUM6ER. ~6"



4. SlIHOU[II~ ON PHOIOGRAPH. None.

S. APPEARANCE. Squat funnl'l In c('ntrc of rather
hl9h superstructure. Slern h.l f ·counler. hal f·
crul>er type. Ri'port~ t~ rue-ble IlIOd,fied
~u l.-erl<I"rI.

6. DISGUISES. Nne rel jrded.

T. DIMENSIONS. E~ti •• ted 10.000 tons.

8. £!I(illllS. Prob.bly D'e~el.

9. UKAHfHT -'.NO fOUIPl1~Nl. Ileported to be the
~"1, r.ider fitted Nlth U"dl'r·N.ter torpedo
tubes. Very co-pletely equipptd. probably on
~.~ Ilnl'S as the other r.lder~.

10. TACTICS. Not reCordf'd.

• 01;.) \.



position
01 stress

II. AREA or OPERATIONS. Atlantic,

12. PRESENT LOCAl JUN. Possibly ~outh Atl antic.

13. CAPIAIH. Nam~ LlnkM"n.

H. GlNERAI HOHS. Only completed ot the end
of 1940. Reported to be the best ~qLllpp~d of
ol! the raiders. IhN£> h v~ry little
information about her, and th~ reconstruttiO,1
of her cruise I moi"ly iectured.

RECONSTRUCTION OF CRUISE
'I. eft Germany early in Jo"uory. 1941.

"7. S,lnk British Urllu" by ,he in9 and torpedo
'n 026'34'11 .. 030o~g·W. durlnll the nll1l11. of
18th January. D1Hr, ~~ e age ren'ived.

·3. Sank Afrlc Star in e>tim~ted

008"N., OI5°W. Oll 29th January.
m~SSdge received.

*4, ]n company with Naid"r "r~ sank f\Jrylodus
by shellinq in 00R·15'N" 02S'14'W .. on 29th
.1,1n",1ry. DI$tr~ss me~~d~e received.

·5. May no" be operotin~ n the South Atlantic.

Operations in the Indian Ocean
Ge,man raiders did operate off Auotraliil and Ne" Zealand liuri n9 1940.
laying mine, olf North Isiand. oft New<astle. Sydney and Hobart. II
raider had also been ,epOlted from the air off Albany. Consequently.
RAN Ships were t...ked with the essential but u","xciting duties of troop
convoy escort. Then. in the Indian Otean in NOYl!mb<o, 1940.• r.ider.
th@ German F'!!ngu'n. ",nk th~e rnerchantships. the Mofmoo. Port
Brisba,,,, and Po" W~Ili"glon in quick ,ucre",ion."; Only two shIps. the
RAN CJ\liscrs hrth and Conb<>Tfo, were available to te.rch /or the Penguin.
though the datum was stale (Poll Brisbarn1 wiiS sunk about aoo miles
weu of Frem.nlle 0' nearly two days' steaming 110m the nearest Yl!s""l).
the area to be ""arrhed hLlge. and the forces wr the task minimal.



~I~ ... daaU>ed In~l CQtt'l dwy. lite lINn:h _ ltI

II.lw~ perfunct0lJ.

wtet. 1ft 1941••Pdf" _~ aaopKIfd of lISInq lht' f~nclt isl.lncIl of
re.~ u. lhio SOllthftll 0cNn ~ base. mel ... ~ prKnbon thew
-.e .mod. In fKt A&ntu ( C) ....l ~j" (Ra. 1) phrt ~

5llPpty rJnp had '-" In tlte htg n t.Wlds bt~ mel M.uth
194\ resp«liYely. In idditlon 0I'ia0t (RDukr A), Ad<tnfu (RD'" C) and
x-t (RD,.... I) had o~mfd in AIISl'olUn W~Icn. 01 it INst the
Au5l.lalLon .'N of co.llYAll••t SOllW tiIIte dunJlll 1941

TN~ we~ .150 ulIKCO\Intfd Ins-.I of me.(h;onl lltips in lhe lndi.l.n
O«an. but Comm.ndt,·in.Chiool (CinC) wt lndlO'l w"" .mblva~nt ,n
h~ opinion ,bout whetMr i mdc, was operating lit hll m!.. of comm.nd
which covere<i, approxim"l~ly. th~ _.t~,n t..., Ihi,ds of the lndiin
O«an adja~nt to the AUIIl.li.n .,~, 01 commond

~Nothing of interest~, Nov~mber 1940

RCi' Admit~l John e'ilet or"" Roo.. Admi.al Co.lf..."lding Aust.ali.l.n
Squadron (RACAS) w'-. following 1M sinIting at Hili""",. HKA $lups
Ca....'11 ifld '''mh ~~ Ofdeft1l by the ACNB to conduct ......n:h.
C~ wllo wu born ill It 1iI""*,,,, in Mt!W South .~lO!IIln \887 and
fdlouted I~-' it D.rt_llI. had joined tnt Ropl !IaYy in 190<'.
~ It9r Maull ill 19)9. Iw....-f as RACAS IUllill942. wholl

Ite Iftumed In Bfiliin. ~ UCAS his ,tlotiomlup wilb the AOIB W""1t
~ SIRinfd. lor found COO'IOf clu.tits dull mel t.hm _ .....~
tllit. havutg1llSUffiaml. In do. hio h.>d asbcI In tit ,tllorwcI.

H~ ~,itt... dluy <lIld SO_ other (llptfS vt III the 1..~1 War
MusewII. London. In ttus ntIilCt from hi.'l dWy. ffOfll 19 to 27 Nowmbtf
1940. tria <Iesaibts his pmon.ol fHli,.. and IUnu at tens>on btt.-.-.
tum md tM ACNB. c._ wolS Rying h.is Ibg in Canbfflll. wilen slle and
Aillil ..,t o,dcll!d by tlte ACNB to conduct. stitCh:"

Tuesday 19" /lov.

Woke wlth a sore throdt. Cdl~ but raIny day.
opened rin'll:' of (onvoy to ~. [mllesl frOIl di"O.
Nothin\l of Inle,-eH.
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NotMng of lntPrf I. S19n~1 frOil N.8. [1UnI
Io./dd] to Il@ u,lng -.'Derr, Ind pcrtn 4ft trI
t~(urt (OnVO' to Col~o. (4 O~r" to rtturn
lQo fr~ntle .. Hhoul 11th, .• ~ ~ lot. H l/
-,ubi'r,.. ~hoould not "d,t dt (010",00 O~t ,('turn
without futll,nll. 10 _, _Ind thiS I~ wrong
,nd I propo~t .. ~Ing , signll u,lng 'ntend
ClnDer'l Shill COlllllftt with futl H Colo.mo.
About 1800 got d 'dider d'~tres~ ~19nll fra.
S.S. ·14~;.Of- In poSH Ion 700' II (If frea.tntle
Ind ~bout 1000' fro_ "Perth". N.e. ordered
·C~nb(>rr~· who t'dd drrived frem~nt1e at 0800
to go to 10c~l1t, Ind sc~rch. This ~eem~ .Hloer
futilc ~s It Will t~ke Cd,,/)err'd 40 hrs to gct
th(>r(>. What i~ e~erci~ing lIIjI .. Ind 1<; "h~t

hdppe,,~ to ..e ptr~on.lIJ . 1 prpsuftll' [ ..~It H
fre,"~ntle for ClnDl'rrd t, return!

ThUrsd., 21 Nov.

CinDer.. ...dl' Ill'r Intent'ons to N.8. viz to
proceed about to .est of ~rem.ntle .10no
trlde routt t~en 1111 for 700' then bolC' to
fre_.lltle ThIS "tIl t<l_e Ibout 4 1,1.,. H 10
~!S Illd It call, for so-r decisioll Ira- N.B .
• ~ to .~ethtr (".nbCrr, 1s to l' ~rt U.S.7
[.........,) .nd "~l't~,r ., fldg s t tansttr.
~oth;ng h'tl tr.".p'rtll br l1l30.

~iQ~ttll KottneH [ilWroIj olbout lSIS dnll then
into searched clo.nne' .t 1530.

Arri_ed ~rem.ntTt dnd secured to A "hlrf ahol't
1800. Olllh~II' ..a~ .aHlnq to COfll' on bo~rd

~nd saw me soon dfter ~ecurlnQ. He WIS 1Il0st
i"tere~ti"g abOut ~lnq~porf' but _ery depressed
about the lpthar9r, '~d· of cooperatiQn and
Ineptitude there the, .ere ver, parl'lrhlal
and liere thin~lnq "nly In terms of the defence



of H~laya. lie tells me th~t relief of Hobart
w~s ooly considered wl,en N.B. heard st,e w~s

refitting! AlsO that all Hobarts have gone
9~gd dnd c~nnot coocentrate.

NO letter from C lCl.rol..1] ~m very mystified
as ? malls at least have com" since r left.

Friday 22" Nov.

Called by B·5" at 0500 with the joyful news
that ~f>ort Brisb~ne" h~d been ~ltacked by a
raid"r some 300' from the pre-iOllS attack on
Maimed. Hade signal t(l Canberra and CWR [Central
Wa,Room] (R IRepeal~to]J N.B. telliog Canberra
to go to pos' reportpd then steer W3t 22 kts
till n(lon (In 24th when she is to reduce to 15
~nd finally then to t at 2000/24 and ste~m 20
kts. Perth Is to steer 270· 20 kts from
Fremantle till 2000/24 when she is to turn to
90· and reduce to I!> kts. N.lI. obviously thinks
there is a possibllity of a warShip due to
signal RRRR having been made· I do,,'l think

" .
Rang up C at 0/4,. She w~s very well and had
addressed my lett"rs to Canberra, She's heard
from thp agent that she is to be out of the
fldl on 18" Dec a"d wondered If she Should
come West. J said 00 that Sydney would rem~in

hpadqua rters.

Perth slipped al 0900. Flat calm lovely day.
Rachel Hackinnon staying with C.

Saturday 23 Nov.

Not a thing has happened all day see W~ke

W.lker IS going to C.S.l beIng relIeved as
R.A.(H.Ll by k.L Bennett. I1.B. Rawlings going



t; I
,o,

8.S. ~"'d

forceL
P. Wippel ,,' " ~"'d F.O.C

S",nd., 24 110'.

I've ...U"l .. 1_ d., -,,' ...ed 18()" It 1900 <l ...d
",d for Fretlllnt I' It Il H •

0ldhd_ prod",ced.. rgil HI n 10' .H.O.
[IhstnctN.l'lllIOfflce,) W.A. fWntMJIAllstllllJ.J1 d"'d :'vl'
t Id hfm tt drdft • letter to 1>.II.l '_bod,l ...g
th' ~ ...d ll'll'''ll M"" t~ adopt it In pri",'ple
. lLB. to be Infor~d and Iwil '1'1' how It
lIoino whl'''' ! Inspe t the phce.

Mo...day 25 Nov.

At 1400 siyn~l trom Navy Board Sdyin~ lhere
WllS no furthpr Int",11 i'.lence re r'ld~r so
'''rlb''rr" w.s tv rl!lUrn ta Frr'mantl, wlt~ dl1
d,.spatch (29 klSl lIOl! Perth W,IS to <I.rive
befJre ~er. At 29 H C.m/)l!rrd ,>Io<;l"ld .rrhe
H 1110 an WPdnUd.y, -. e tuld Pertlt to 4frlvp
.t ~a '0 ,,~'ve ne n' 24 .t~.

At paD 191 ted •
" t~" Nonoeoun
" .bo~t.

Tuesday 26 Nov.

hlp tn, ~er iMe
- ~a .t.- ."h , we ....1'01

ip r4lller wet. d '"

An accident ctvrre h ~ marnlnQ wllpn
p~er(1slnll 60drd,ng Bo~ts UPw'. 1'0 Slleen
being Hdbbed In t~ Hcm~(~ by PO $takman
with d c",tlass. It w~nt ill sever.l lnc~('s hut
th~ damage Is nOt knawn.

Wednesday 27 NOV.

$ill~ted Rottn~,t dt 3SS dnd made recognItion
10;.... 1 dt 0430. Se,,,,red tn Frp...... tle oit 0640 ...



The WiJr DiiJry of the Commander-ill-Chid Eut Indies
Tho OW.., DWy',~ JIfOpfflJ~ ;u w.n.1l1s', of IhI CinC East
IncIIes.~ 'Most s.mt., ~M ;u>d lofw;uded to the
~m _hly i.....-s. It comi.ltd of two puts. I'art 1gmng
.. dq-Io-<by dWy of t¥aIU IIld I'art 11ull .ppe~ .....~ •
1Jf'"ff.d surfty IIld u~ vi _IS during lhe .anth. 1be
ft'tlllS,. wluch COIlm,," CinC UsI Indi,o,s Wle lbow ill tus st..non:
~~' .. indlllhng l/lost on the llll}.lunt Aust~n IlI.lio:nt.
..hieh was i ~te milium. _ of i pl!',iplw'illl,l,t\lft. TlR """
dl.uy "IS. (yJIOt.Uy. mmpWlM IIIlNlths Iftn tile Jlf'nod 10 .meh il
,ri""..d, lhus Ille d.i.o'Y fOl s.ptem~r 1'" I "IS fonmded to London in
M.,eh 1942. and the di.uy fo, NlM'mb., 1941 ..,u fo,,,,.ldtd In Miy
1942, ThoU9h t~ del.lys ...."Id h.iw ,obbtd t~ ...r diaT)' of its
imm..diacy and IlSOIfulnl!Ss.lt does not apJlf'irlhat iny Ii gnitkal'« e.n
llf! .,Yelled 101M tllll('t.g. nor d~llhe Wil' dia,y _", 10 hiW been
wrllt~n up Wllh the benefit of hindsight. Prl!Sum.bly mOlf lmmedultf
~PO"" _,e ..nl of opel.Uonil Rlillfa.

In 1941 I"" CinC Eut Indies IIoUpectfd IMt ...ide, ...AS ope••Ung In
hlulN. thouQh tus UIItysu ..... Iilllo! hl!siunl. No fVldfncf Iw been
found that any spKifor Ill)tJ(w, of U- wspiOons 'IRS issued. TIllIS .1
u.. fnd do 1unf 1941 the Qn(: tur. Incbes~:'

(P.ortDJ '. A QI"ce it '_he nlev,nt Ar;offldlces
~h'w, th,t th strea. of .en ,nd ~terl.l to
the Middle EaH ,nd tl\@PenhnGulf conllnued
unabated ,nd lhe need for "scorlS occupied
the sUQolnQ 0. of ..~t of tht' $Quadron
during Th' ..nth. In these (ore ....H.ncl's.
thou']h it ..as fOund possible to carry out
perlodlc,l ,Ir se,rches of (ha90$ and Saya de
",lila Sank wllh (atallnas on pass4qe belwel'n
(eylon, Oi!:!<jo Garcia and Sl'ycllelles, it was
nevHthl'll'SS tortun!l!:! thdl lher'1' were no
defirtite sIgns of Raider activity on the St~lion

durinq June. On the hst d~y of lhl' monlh G
report was rt'cl'tved of a possible distress
llessalle 011 llle 26lh about half WGY between
(eylnn and AChln He!d, bul to dale there hGS
been no conrlr~atlon that' R'lder is



40 HlMSSydncyM

Actually )p@rH,n'] th@re. tllou']" • p
vi,ti .. S.S. -"A~~~BA" 's ')v@rdu@off

H bl@,-
1'lIao1Jl,p •.aider .w:tmIJ I.I'd ot.btr twnlS _,t ....lywd ~tft 1ft lhI!
dluy b tho _ -.til:

?S.III@ Brit' h ~hjp - I' 'IF CORINII'~ ,ude a
0000 signa J~ ... ':It', reportll'l'l a lar'le
tanker seen aovl~'l ,I .')' we~twlrd off (QMORO
Island. On June 2"rd, Staff Offlter
Intelligente) Ca~f>to..~. reported lhat the

destrlptlon of the veHel sighted fits that
of the Norwe9ian tanker "AllAH IS" on p<l~~<lge

(rOil Durban to PlaaJop, ana enquiries have
been set In hand to <l~k the Masler 1f h~ was
In the po)itlon oT siohtinq on arrlvdl at
PhdJoe.

26.0verdue shlp~ drp dl f~llows:

lhe Brltlsll ~1I1p -K[II" -D"ARU~ which h>ft
Su~l on May 30tll t~r [1St Afrlcln porti This
$hlp W~~ not Sl'lhted pa~sln'l P@rl •.

Til -".1.11[[8.1.- "hi
frOlll le'lal.

"."r "I' 4t 01 "bO

l'httt _still dlIabl nezt -omh. -.. though lhI! Adairall)'!\ad wamed
WI R<I'dff '6 (_ 4"""'" thls WU lhI! nUlllbn IlisUUnly gMm 'or
~n In tho nUlll R<li<k1 s..ppl~) Il\l'llll be en 101111' "0. lilt

[ndian 0cNn to lhI! sa..UI Atlantit ria Ausl.ralim Wlten:'

3. Ihe matt@rOf I p(,~ ;ble RaIder beh"pn Cprl n
dnd Acllin Head which WdS ",~nt1o!lt'a In II)' Diary
for June has not h~~n Sati,faclorily cleared
up. There are, howev~r. lWO sh1ps OVf'rd~e

(rom ttldt are~ (5.S. "MARf[BA~ dlllJ "S.5.
"ytLlBII~) and in aefdult of dllJ other lcnahl~

~xpla~aljOn it mu~t be assum~d that • ~<lld~r

"~s operating lllrrp. [I u(1I w~~ llle clSe his
~bag- h~1 b@@~ Ill'r( ful J smal • and thls



~ppear~ to b" confirmed by Intelligence
received from the A~miralty that, as a result
of lack of ~ucces~. a Halder (apparently «/10.
46~) would leave the Indian Ocean area and
proceed to the South Atlantic via Australia.
New leal~nd. Panama and Cape Horn.

[t is nol !'Vident how 1M ~bove infolmalion was re<:eived. whethe' by
intercepts. 0' whetMr the WlJrds "a, a r@sultoflackof'<lee@"'"indicate
th@ ~ual d""'YPtion of ~ .ignal. but laler 1M CinC"s WJI diary fullhe'
analysed these events:

GENERAl.
RAmH AC!!ylTY

15. (a). Althouqh the evidence is not definite,
it must be ~ssumed th~t there was a raider
operating in the vicinity of 8 degrees N, 88
degre"s f on 76th June. Two ships ~VH'~!I~

dnd ~MAR((BA~ who were in the area about thls
time. are overdue.

Ttl" positions of the ships who were in that
viclnity at 1130 G.H.T. On the 26th were as
follows:

If.M.S. "DURBAN" 1dey.30min •• 91 deg.21min,E.

H.M.S. "GLA.5GOW" 6 .. •• " 00 [.

~HARHBA" I 55 min •• " 00 [.

~Vfl ,BI r(Yugo,l .. l. 7 " 00 ~ N. "
.. 00 [.

"W(STPOINT" I 00 •• 85 .. 30 [.

"PJ(HH( LOT I" 1 00 •• 89 30 [.

"WESIPOINl~ received incompletely an alleged
o message and 00 cancelloltlon Of this was
heard by anyone. H.M. S. "DURBAN" d1$U hed rd
an unreadable slgnal at 1130 G.M.l. Iram an
unknown vessel on 500 ~c/s strength 2.



ShipS ... c.-e I~,

hHo b.l~ H the
de'e~. Th s.

lack 01 t",rther
Ihat a ral pr ... d

t~e ther h~~d th~ ve'~ue

t~ ...e~tl1er !Ilas k~o... hav
till('- and th'1 .1 ht h~, f

.,..s"," "e1.'
t !Ilas a
n th ,. l"~.

b

1krwrIrM. lilt dwy for septe..~ 19'1 rtcOldN llliol:

[Paltlll S. Ther!!... lnll'r r,ne wi II
MPPinQ by ..n" 1 1 an~ i not

d('r('d tl1dt ~rty R~l w.s operat1ng on
h t~lron. The on y ,1d ,.. 01 ~ R~ld ..r··

presence w~s a po.... !h1 .. WR" dl.,tress ~e~~dye

1ntpn"rll'd by 1rincomal "_' Wi'ele~s StHion.
but ltrh i~ not cons1~ered to have been ~

'Jen", 1ne messaQc.

And lhi. ,.•••mplifif<! by the ~nalysi$ that:

Rdjdu Bepprt

(APlWndi.] On 76tt eptel!ber. rioco_alee
iii • reported ...hal .,y hav .. be," SH~ <)! BBB

or at IS49 G.M. T. Tr mhslM ....hleh ...as
v '1 .....~k. bro ..e f re co-pletiQn of,

A1ft 1IlaY' aflel.le • ""'. a ship IOU Itpllted -.ssu'Ig. though this was
~ In lilt _<ftding .whIy inltal..nt vi t~ _ clauy and 110
ronnKtlOn bd~ thr~ _ to 1Iio.. bHn .......,,,



(IU.PTER ONE .()

(Port III 8. OM' Grf'rk ship was mi55in~ on passage
from Momllasa to ColombO. but thf'rf' 15 no
(orroborathe evidence of any raider' activity
on the Station.

The missing Grl'Rk .hip was the Slamatios G. Cmbl"= and the faint
distless signal, 'RRR'. almost ~,tainly came from ber. Tl,@ KamID/on
sank he' on 26 Septembe, 19'1 in the Indi~n lkR~n, r.nth east 01
Mambasa.. Th<! connection between -Raider G" having disapP".rO<! from
the South Atlantic .cco,ding to the flaide, Supplement to WIR 64, the
....dmir.lty wMning, Ihe disapP"ar.nCil 01 1m ships In June in Ihe Indi.n
lkRan. and Ihen of the Cmblricos in Septembe' 1941. and ...rie. of
one~p\ained dt!tress c.lls. d.... not """1'1 to have bRRn ",;ode. Acrordingly.
it w.. t<:>ll!ide,ed ..Ie 10 ""nd the heavy Crulscl. HM....S Australia. on
her awn and appalently undel .legime of radio siler.ce to remote isl.nds
in the southeffl Indi.n Ocean:

8. (ccntinu<!dl H.M.A.S. "Australia" wa5 ,ent towar(lS
the end of thf' month [OctobeI1941] to CHry out
the search of Kerguelen an(l the CrOlf>t Islands
which had had to be cancellell in AuguS!. By
Admjralty lnstrllCtlons, maqnrtlc mines will
be 1.1(1 in likely anchoragf>s for ra1ders. At
the time of writing, no report has been rece1vf'd
Irom the ship, which is not ewected at Ourb.n
hpforf' ahout 15th November.

Though the evlden« m.y have ~n ronside'..,J 01;1'1. it WQuld :<Rem
th~! "~tt@r ~nalysi.s might have dr.wn th@conclusionthatanenemy
,alOOf was active In the Indi.n Oce.n, • warning TlSUO<!. and pr",,"utioN
taken. Instead the CinC East lndie,'...., diary for October 1941 rl!Co,ded
thaI:"

6. In view of the absence of enemy activity
on the Station. it was decilled that. while
such conditions existed, convoys from Bombay
to the Persian Gulf Should procee(l unescorted.

The ..., di.ry fo, Nonmber r""",ded AuS!,ali,,'...I@"'tuu\IODurban:"



5. H.M.A.S. "AUSTRALIA~ returned to Durban on
11th November dfter completing the search of
Kerguelen and Cr07et Islands ",entloned in my
last diary. A thorough S~drch by sea and air
rev~dled no definite evidence of further use
of these islands by enemy raiders or supply
ships. Magnetic mines were laid in the Kerguelen
Isidnds in the Gazelle Basin, long lsi and
Sound and Tucker Straits.

It ~Iw lo>mrdpd in paui"g Ihlo grim~f n~ of Sydney's ~ting with
Raidel G. and. belatediy. maM thp ronnKlion whirh had ~n nusled
.in~ June. It _ms Ihat in carrying out his ordp" to b<! conlPnt wilh
<>«~;jonal $inking. fOf maximum disluption of the enemy"$ escorts.
etc. DelmelS h~ failed: by .inki"g:lC few ship$. hi$ activily had. ~n
unobse~d and had no ette<:1 on the deployment of for<ps on thp Eo.!
Indie. Slation:"

[Part III 6. German sur_hors from H.M.A.S.
"Sydney's" action with Raider ~G" off tile
Australian coast revealed that this Raider
had been responsible for the losses of the
"MAR((Br dnd "V£LtIlII~ (see my dlarlf's for
June and July) and the "<;TAMATIDS EMBIRICOS"
which was the Greek ship repurted as uverdue
In Illy Diary fur Octuller. Considering that
this Raider must nave been In the Indian Ocean
In ,lun" and September, its Si"~itlgs were
remarkdbly mea9re.

Thi, npW1 seemed to prompt a l~n9Ihi~r romm~nt on raiders and U·
boats in an apP"ndix to (inC EoSI lnd;~s. W., Reco,d$' fOf No~mbet
1941....

(NfMY RAIDERS AND V,BOATS
16.0n No_ember 12th the Commander.jn·Chl(>f. East

Indies Informed the Admiralty thdt B.M.A.S.
"AUSTRAl!A~ had visited Kerguelen Island
between 1st and 4th November and the Cro~et

Group on the 6t!1 dl,d 7th No_ember. Ihere was



no defjnit~ ~vid~nc~ of further use of these
isl~nd enemy r~jders.

Mines w~re laid at Gazelle Basin (6) Long
hl~nd Sound (4) Isl~nd Harbour (7) and the
Eastern entrdllce to Tucker Str~its (6). Port
Couvrelex was visited from which an aeridl
se~rch of all probable anchorages was mad~,

17.0n No.ember 21st the Admjralty announced that
from reliable reports recei.ed it is ~nown

that U·Boats ha.e heen used as escorts for
returning r'aiders, supply ships or merchant
vessels.

18.The Admjralty ha.e expressed the view that
[given] recent lad of success 10 the Freetown
area, U-Boats can be expected to operate In
the Cape are~ in the near f"turp.

19.An action between H.H.A.S."SYDNEY" ~nd an
enemy raider, njdnamed KOMORANT (almost
certajnly thp STIERMARK>, took phce in
pos it hm 24 degrees South 111 Mqrl'~S r a5t on
No.ember 19tb. The r~jder was sunk, and it is
assumed H.M.A.S. "SYDNEY" suffered the Sdme
fate. Sur-ivors from th~ raider state that
she had sunk the followjng allied merchant
ships:·

ANTONJOS. CRAFTSHAN V[LEBIT.

AFRICA STAR. BRITISH UNION S.tHBRJRICOS.

AGNlTAS. HARERA. rURYLOCHUS.

Of these .ictims the MAR(8A ~nd VEU81T were
sun~ on ,1une 76th when the former was on
PdSSa'.le from Tegal to COlombo and the latter
on passage from Colombo to Moulmein. The
S. EH81 RICOS 1e It HombaSa on Septl'mbl'r 16th
for Colombo and ....as probably sun~ on September
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26th.
'hlp
IMie

Of this rald"r'
wi'r" sun~ wit~in

~ldl' n.

y \ tI

'"'
t~e (ore.."in..

its ~f the East

A Vichy French submilrine wits

III anotl'wnf\5o~ enuyinCllll:t'sdWy 10, 14'1 (_ c"'pI...
l). CRct notes that the ACNlrs fust INCtIOn OIl lemllng o!>out t ....

diup\lWiUIn ol S)dnoy. wu to tJunk ''''1 a V;C1ly F'tnCh sublUrine
tYd bHfIl1l1otwd. This alWg,ition was only .....tiontd ora and. DOt
,epealed in ..., otheT swrce III IJnusb uclu'l'n. Ol>e pou!b1~ INSGIl
fo< t .... AOt8 initiall, IlISpPrting a Viochy subllW1tlf 11 an~ III the
On( Usl 1nItin.• -. dWy. If thiJ inl.~ Iwd ""'" t_ 10 lhe
ACNIJ. they my haYe !lid Vichy subllWlnn 011 thell plot cI t .... IDdWI
llcNn.'

VI(.. , rR[~ H ~A,AL 1111 •

Z .On 1I0yemDer !Jth the (hI' ('ntor. Maurlllus.
r~pnrt"<l that Ih" ·O'lBBERV[LL[" had returned
11 Dtl''!If' SaUrl'l about 10 .~~r 11th. On Noyember
16tt' the 1I,.,T OfOi<..e-1n-(hdrQe. Aden reportl'd
thU air photos rl'.cal!.'d that a s .. hmarln"
pn.tously lyin9 at Djfbout1 had left betwt.>en
1100 GMT, lSth and O~~O GMT 16th II'J.elllber;
.Ill! on lIovember 29th, Stall Officer
(InteTl1Qcncel capetown. In a rl'pnrt graded
A.~. Hat"d that the -V[NGElIR- w,s the Submarine
re<..e"tly at Djibouti. and that there are no
submartnes at Madaqa' ,)( H th" present tillle.

Tile Far East Combined Bureau Intelligence Summary

The D/T (dlTKtlon firnhnq) or'lanuation centred on tilt Far Last
Combinl!'d BU'Nlt (FECB) .mlld not ~ lIIpporttd tytn ~ tenUltl~

ntuQle of a r&l6tT's p.-l'ICf by t CinC East Indies. OeJpill! _,~l
UI'I8pWntd UUWlWSlOns. the rtC8 in Its stItnIIWY dated U Sepl:embtr
1941 tUlled lhat:'"

S T~ re hn been no raider ar:ttwlty In t~ Indian
-,n durtn(f th~ pp.t a , this ,_ry. A

.,I(le. wn opefdl-n'J n the vIClnHy Of the



I>alapa'lo
IndicH

nd~ on 11th ALlgU~t but no OIF
'd recehed.

SUSP'C OtiS
ship
6/11 [sic)

A suspicious ship
~ the1'f~ ad.... inclic.oUllS 01 • Wdn _where All
entry in t'- Ad.-i,;o!ty'11ia>oI Jro, Dloty for 1 Hom.btl 1941 recvrdI.
IighliJwj oft Nodotk t.W>d "'. _potiom ship. If b .....oll·s <HW~

Ullw! betir¥ed. tJus fOIlld not t.- bfft, ,-,. liMe she MIl onl., sighted
Ilone! om••nd Ihoot.;II tlHwbere:

fORllGN STATIONS
Australl •.

5u~plctOLl1 ~hlp. Ship about 6,000 to 9.000
tons appro~. I~ ~11es east Norfolk Island at
0130111 heading south, (desolptlon) VIsibility
poor. dtfftrillt to esubllsh accur,te data.
{AdOlinislrall1r Norfolk !~1.1n~, 0300UI to
Ad~t1.

How this inl~1ICl!WIS &Nlylf'd ,nd p'OBtI>~ledIn Aust,.lillis oot
nUl from tbe Bntish .,chiws. In London. twn if lhe report wasft_.9""d -..-nt WIS -W. bul "'" uMil II Hcnn.bn
1941 'lid UlO \.ale ~ hrip HMAS SydM'f',.

rORElGlt SIAl (INS
I bin. [sic)
lour 13591111. Vesse was not
RaIder W(W,
Descrlptlon appears to fit
R.ld@r G. No, 41. Believed
to be 51[I[RMARK of H.p.g
ltn@ 9,'00 ton~ ~7' length.
(0@t.l1~).la~t lot.trd In
South Atldntlc May 1941,.lth
RaldH C.

(o,o.l.e. 1938A!Z3 to Capt. 0.5.
Singapore).
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(H,lPTEROtI( 4'

28 TICS IM..ru,...r. Slo..-.,. f.. t.st Dff~. '"":>do
ArW~. l'on 1"1, 1'10: CAl 1~25,

2t Th!l; __ ( SdNf! 4S).100 Iwol ftIt<fttI tM hnlir loy
t/lf:-0..-~ -.I NlloOI ioI l"llwol oded~ It .ob.o
to t/lf: cou,.,.. I""""-no tloo Atl.oati<. DnpIt. thls ...,..,....m- '" lire ltd~ __

)0 ".~., .... D,.". 1 "ow.aH. 1941 Pl0 /0011 1"(/1)].
If 151 -.1111.

11 w,. n-....l..l, f.605.



so twAS Sv<lnoo/ •



2 Receipt of the News
in London
Bickground I!W!nu to the lou of HHA5 Sydllq
~r-'~ 1')41 ~bect>c_bl.d _thlin IlwlRf.
At I1w~ cI~ tho- ';milft allie, HMS Art Royerl wu
lost in I1w Medittf'<lI'Nl\, W ill W end of tM ..nth the bollllahip
HMS Ba'M"" with _~ \os$ of~ In 1M ..me _nth tilt loyal
Hil.., ~nk .. ~nun ",de, .IUI • ~r ...n supply ship. The Roy,,1
Austulian Nny lost HHAS SydlNy iI\d the sloop HMIIS I'bm,mol!(t.
Then 1M Jilp,ollUO! dtcll.lK ~. stribng .1 the A....'icilll f1Ht ill Peilrt
Hil,b()J, and sinkill!l the Bnwh apit.13hip;s bJ1"'- illld Pri~0/ Wales.

HMS Oevo"shire sinks Raider C
Tho lirst n<>W> in LonOon In llIte N~m~r 19'1 .bout ,..llSen w;u of il

linking in the Atlantic. GoidtnftU .... thought to Nve~n fuell.ln9 '"
U-boat whoen 1M .... iH.M:kN by HICS Dtw"slll~ MId 10 1M au;..,'
did nil! ....... 1M position. the~Ity>Wrung he< 10 stilY tIN•. Tho
,eport on 22 HOftI'4bK to tho- Na>g/ War Dit>ry Qpt In till! Adlai.ilty
IUY ~ s:lglUfic...t M<;il.- il shows,. iI\d , ~ heI~ to ~
....mptiom of bow WIlen ~ilttd and n «tion I1lioJhl prllCftd.
1IoUbty. /lIMIftJh,~ btob ,iMliAw...... to II'JIOlt m,t~'QS~
'1' ..-y ,;oidft. lhe ,Ull So Lon! Iulllwtf wu ew:Irntly -'t<>riDg
tbe attiol\,. and he SImI..~ illltrw:tioll UIoot.llI ..... of UlIt likely
p.-nct' 01 • U-bcwt.~ was not to dose tM sno.... Though
(hoy __ ~rodllMlOS i/o (Ont1Jl\loal; ~n1 ",""" in IhI Nawll ra, Diary
entries 'PI'"' on d,ff.,.nc cLnn mil pogn, whkh~ $hown m m.
J.ft·lwnd mullin. T1w ictll.ll entries om gMn m m. st'COnd ,nd Ihi,d
colUIllns:'

[).m/~ Entry

22 Nov

'"
RaIder

Sun~ ..bJ.
prvPtlSll!RE

Soyth Atlantic.

OHONSHJRE en\ldy~d dlld san~

""rchant .hlp raIder thought
to be GOLD(Nf[LS (1800
tons) this -arnin\l in



$hl II.
! ( '.

" ...
'" Engaged.

Blown yp

';lIprQ~. 4·1~·S. 18'41'W. It
15 bel1r.~d that the ve$,e1
wa ~n9aged fuelling a U­
6cat when 11rst slqht,a for
thts r as n nf~ONSH1R( left
th~ $~'Y;'Qr$ to boats and
felftS.

AQ~~' 'hp II .. When the
I"nqalil"lI@nt t • place
A .n ,ntercepteo a
repc : f 'll11un,. oMf !lip
I .; ,r xf"lely the above

t • pvrPQrtlnq to co-e
c. _. PO TPllfl'(; 5: ttds

"'. deflnitel)' not
r !lIi"f1l,ll Ill" POUPHfMUS

.. ' It".. at lip .. ToJr~ H
t • t"

\' AI.""I"

All 'l,,~ln'l merChant
V('j~HII<l, 111'>47,

HI .A.

EnOl'lllY ,h 0 ,f; I"{~ dno
m"qazl"t t,,,~ expl00l"d.
ReQv~~t oestroyers ~a. h
sent t rlf' "f' spr.iVOf

VON 11R IO~lI t
1\ .A.

~!!rY!YQr$, ¥

•

"t co
•

VUN':)H!
lura, ReI

l • 1v

" .
. "



Ship SVnlo:....

8.jd~r 16

ill
f;ob.ble

1lLll.

CtW'TER TWO Sl

My 1140l. Ship hH (? nOll)
~unk. (DfVOkSH l ME. 1118Z111
to C. in C. S."".l

11 lH)' 10141111 • .....Her

interrOg~tlnn 01 f? .irl

Observer d. convlnrtd ~hlp

w,s '? ralaerl "lPDber 16.

Sh" lias proD.bl,fuell ;"g a
U·bo~t IIhp~ (1 sighted).
llf~bo't$ ,nd rafts ar~ in
004 n·s. OUl"'4)·W. (11)Your
1938~'11 ...... proceeding
through 004'10'5.
071' 14g·llI. Sof""IS~'"

Advance] 21 knal\. No d...ge
or cUI,I.Hie~ but ant shalt
i?IS) out 01 .ctlon owing
to Oflr1ngQ. Percenleg~ of
fuel re~.inin9 40~.

(lI'1'dthl'rl. (UlVONSfI!R{
1201/177 to C. 1n C. S.~.)



My IlOll. RaIder wher:
~Iqhlfd was head In \111M.
0... 90i,,<) dhud ~h~ lcl~1

adr,ft a boat ltorrupt
group f 011 drulI~. 7 large
Pat h. f 0\1 wer. t lo~e

alQ <J ~t. Her .anoeuvre~

~ept .tth'~ 5000 yard~

f hl!r lid' po~'ti,n.

Sh~ .. ~ • ~~t ,'{itl,nt
C.5. ~ tt Stretn but d1d

• • rn .y '\r., Ow 1'19
• t dId t tlo~e

the l> ItS. II Y(JJOtlIRE

" ,
)yrliyor~, ,

13

A(u(I'to
rs. OlYC'1 tllR[,

llnCS,A..,

i)1I'I'.i.I1.I r T r • [" .. tw OJ' pdra

'!Jl.I !..II f (V "CH!Rl's 1201 U

,",

~!lryhQu )f feboots an~ rafts. )cnd
a ~mall 10 r~Hue S",. .. lvors
(ht S.l, 13l1Aill to C.
i" C.S.A,

Signals aboLlt HMAS Sydney
The Ibn IIeWJ In umdan 01 ~nythjnq untow,ud '~,lldlng Syd"")' ...,
ip~lently (onu.iN'd In ~ signil elile ti~glaup (DTG) 0611Z/24
tl~ll'l~r ham the ACNB to the Admuilly. though no copy of this
S1grullw bftn found in tM 8ritUh .I<tu,," (_ Annrl A). ~r.1
otha s1grub ""'" .oIso t-n identitifd. .-osl.ly but not ududwly from
wne~ LII the Nonrtl Wor DI(II)'. wluth ~fer to the dlup~..,.'lI>Ceof
HItAS~, IJId thew ""'" t-n 1m"" In the log 01 sigruls""'t
HMASSyd"".

Entries in lhll! HOWlI Wor Diory about Sydnty
The gg~ m.. the AOiB (06I7Z/Z') .~", 10 hi¥e bHn vstd to



CHAPTER TWI) 55

compo,e the Ii..t enlly ,~~rdin9 the los.s of Sydrn?y in the I\dmlr~ft1'

NaVllI War Diaf}'. Main. dates and page numbers are in the left hand
column ~nd the Naval Wa' Diary ent,ie. ~re giVl'n in the serond and
tm,d columns,

[ntlY
SYDNEY
O~erdue.

G€'r.m.l.!l
Syrvivors
10 TRQCAS

sm"U
HUl
overdue

D~te/Page

24 N""

'"

25 Nov

."

ZS Nov
",.,

H.M.A.S. SYDNEY left
OOr~b·S. 104"40·c. at
04001117 for Fre~antl~ ~ue

20/11. SYQN[Y not yet
arri~ed. C Z M (ane
NetheJl.nd, F.a<l Indie,
N~val forces) h~ s ~een

asked to sedrch the dred
South of Sunda St.ralt
by ,llr (A.C.N.B. 06171124
to Admty.) See also Ch1n~.

14377/74. )

t
'~'~'~'~O~'~;'O Concur that thi~ i, prObdble

fROCAS explanation. A.C.II.B. is
SYDNEY orQanllln9 search with
~L!J.lI.e..,. d,sist~nce from C.Z.M.

(C. in C. China. 11331115
to A~mty.) (Sec also
Au<;tra 1i a). (668)

A!!.} tralli
My l3121114. not to
A~m1ralty. Oil tanker
TROCAS reports surv1~ors

from KORMORAN sunk by
cruiser. Ihere 1s no
further news of SYONfY.
(A.C.N.B. 001611 25 to
Admty. etc.) Comment by
0.1.e. POSSibly KORMORAII
(S.lOOtons bu11t 1938. 15
knots. last heard Namburg
1939).

A.C.N.B. 001611~. The ooly
€'xpl~oat1on we C~n think of



IS that Raider torpedoed
SYONEV before bein~ sunk.
Request your v1ews and
dna lis of steps thH you
are tdkin~ to try ';'Id 10cHe
her. (1st Sea Lord 1120A/2&
t< A.CN.II .. C. ;11 c. Chil1al.

My 0617112~.

Foll,.',,,ing {f.~n'Or"llip in
force Australia public1ty
and cOrM'lunlcation<; (begins):

N<.l reference to SYON(Y or
any ~latement or rumour
r~gardlng alleged naval
activities Austrdli,;n waters
(Endsi. Request you 10/111
conform. iA.CN.II.
08291125 l( Admty.) Admty.
IllOA!2
Agreed Admiralty's
?"ta(p~~~t) appears only

explanation. (stim,;te dctlon
occurTed forenoo" of 21St.
Follo~!nQ action has h~en

ta~f'n \ i Air search to COver
likely dre,; S. of OlO·S.
carried out 24th, 2~th. (i1
4 Alul1i,;ry ~e~~els hO/ll
fremontle proceeding to
~earrh. (111) Air Se~rCh

bein~ carried out by 6
aircraft based on Geraldton
16th. li~J ? Catalina
airer'aft proceedi,,~ Port
Moresby 1.0 Fremantle ready
tv Jperdte 26th. (~) C.l.M,
sending Netl1erlands Cruj~er

TRC'IP alOng probable route
Sundd Strail to rremanlle



SYDNEY
[missing.)

,1nd ~l'urh1nq ~rl'~ N. 01
020"5. by air. (.i) Merchant
shippinq w~rned to keep ~

good lOok out,S ships due
to p~ss through the ~re~.

In addItion to l'nl'~y

~ur.i.or~ picked up by
lROCA$, one life boat
containing 40 or 50 men
sighted under sail 1n area.
2 life boats 0150 containi!l9
sur.hors ashore 40 miles
N. of Cdrndr.on. Land party
proceeding to take them Into
CuHody. All 11fp hoats
painted dork bro.... n colour
and therelore do not belong
to S~DNEY. Hoped to obtain
informotion from pri~o!lers.

You wI II be kept informed
of de.e1opments.
(A.C.N.B .• 16341125 to
Admty. C. In C. Chln~l.

Summary of SYDNEY situation
passed to S.O. forrl' ·C'.
(Capt. 0.5 .. Singapore.
O/33l/26. to Admty.)

Resum~ of oper~tlons up to
26/11. rotal sightt>d 4
lifeboats and I raft oil at
preSl'nt considered to
conH i n enemy sur. hoes. Air
search continued supported
by 4 au~111ary nH~1

vessels. Intend continuing
~ir search in are~ bounded
by Ceraldton N.W. Cape to
lOa"£.. 3 No.al au~iliory

vl'ssl'ls will hI' in thl' ~rPL



" I_~ \f<InO"r N
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J <Illp
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• d t ldlned
trOll tn
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me 11m, dfter th

dd rI. Ill' ,ul,l~eQ"ent

l'MlUnt Hlr" hac l,le"n
.~<I r m SYONEY dnd it

l b" d ~he ha1 been
·,t. Ilequl'! y ur

" "dnd or dny
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30 No.
812,)

SYllNH
R~ld"r

dctjon

cltAI'HR TWO S9

?C'lgineerl st~tes tMt Ship
was SIU.HMAHK. (A.C.N.B ..
08121128 to Admty I'tr).

When you nave be~n dble to
cnlll'ct frnm prisoners all
~v~il~ble informat1on
regarding action between
SYONfV ~nd r~idl'r, 9rat(>ful
If you wOuld let ml' know
what happened so thdt we can
dl'ducl' any lessons for the
future. (ht S.l. 1115A/30
to A.C.N.B.) Deepest
sympathy In neavy loss of
personnel which has OCCllrrl'd
to the R.II.N. in los; of
SYONfY and PARAHAIIA. (1st
S,L. 1116A/30 to A.e.N.B.)

Sea and air RIC hd; fdiled
to locate any sur.lvors of
SYDNEY, but a R.II.N.
lifebuoy and 2 Carley flodts
were pi cked upon 29111,
160'N.W. of Carnarvon, 01./1.
IIs(('rt~lned from sur.l.nrs
of rdider. now kmJW'1 to ha.e
been SI.J,RHIINK, 9400 tons,
that thl' action took place
dt 4 p.m. ,In(l lasted until
6.30 p.m., 19/11 some
175'5.01, of C:,1rnarvon. Both
ships were set on fire during
the action. Ihe r.aider bleOl
up about midnight. SYOHfY
was hed.ily on fi ...~ when la>t
sel'n. further search has
been abandone(l. (D.O.R. 301

'"



60 HM.oSs~ II

1 D« PABMlATIA.
21 [slet

, OK

"
S'D'jf"f
?ABAMATJA

B.A.D. M..d. . 19H8J29.
Bl'Q\l1! 1 ~\h;ce "hen m'wl_]
can bl.' p"bll<nedln
A", tr<llli1. In ,de" of ,dv;ce
9~ ng t nest tl kin .nd
prGbatl 't1 Of r\l-o"r~

spr~adl"\1 fall wln9 SYDNEY
a ~ "' _nt • sldll'rll'd
early bl.b It.Oon des'rabl •

A..".11. 333111! A'-Iy.

lot.!. f yll()Olthy,t 10H.
::0' • , wn a lIlO5t 9a I ant
sill wlUl oil rE'(ord thai w 11

• N<ul hI lory. and
"e Cln • Ind .e-e canso 1at I

n th fa~: lhal she ended
~e. ~'e.. r by Ireeln.. our

~d' ,,,,lines 01 a st'rlous
~nlce PA~AMAIIA's "or~,

to'. hi. brE'n of grp~t

"rv1.f> to our ,()IIIIOll Cdu.e.
hl eJrd 230611I2 to II.N.N.B

1~lc)l Ac'nowlrdQrd 10111717.

HMS DOTSeuhire forces supply ship Python to scuttle

MelIlwhlle on 1Dtcembtr. HMS Do.-~Uhlrt repo,ted Ih.1 _he """ clu$ed
.n enemy Sllpply ship Of 'a!OO wlIo. after WUTlUl9lhou ho.. DoIJftShlrt,

tIiIlIlCUulfd hellle1r. Tho el101lf)' • .os .ntdied oJ the Sllpply l-lup "'l/Ilm
and wa "without doubt ... ,tfutliulg.1 Itat one 01 two U·bo.ts when
lim ",hied" In VleW of the sublUnne lUnqer. ~\ SOIl surrivon;
_,e left ;n I ~ boots .nd • rlft.:2



Dile/h9".."
"

OIAPTER TWO to I

""Raider suokOn~ ~n~MY supply slilp or

n rald@r suo~ to 077'53'S.
OORSUSHIRl 003·~S'W, .. Stron'lly

\U~J!'l'ct U·bOat preseot. 00
not Int@nd to (l( ,e ...

Chur'(hill's (ondolent!!'s
On n~ BnWl! PruDe Muust'"'" witlston a.uclul1 wrote ID lhe
l'n_ Muustfl '" AlZIl:,.oli.>, John Caul;", in UlOIhef CORlal:

~. Accept My deepe~t ,y~nny In 1I,. feared loss
Of the SYON£Y so close te Australl." sllorl!'s.
~~ also lIav@ nad a grl@.ou ol~w tillS week In
tne loss of the BARIlAM, wl,.u, blew up as a
rp~ull of a U·boat tor~o. ,nvolvln!l till!'
leal! of abO", Sh@n h""'dred ....... This 1s
beln!: kept strictly secret at present as tile
PnPMY d~ ...at seeM te ~n~w a...~ tne event waul~

,nly e ...couragt' Jillan.

TG wllkh Prl_ Mlnisl" C"rtin ,cplkd:'

I lIreatj~ apprecIate your expresslo~ of
sympathy In tne lnss the SYONfY _ 11 Is a
hedvy blo... to us. Ille slnklng of H.M.S. BARHAM
Is annUler snoc~ and ...e feel for you deeply in
thh losS nl 1I1e and ",altrlal. It Is all a
terr101e (1 group oMllted} but ~usl be borne

'" gld\! to read your lo_"t theH Gener~
AurninleO is nooetul, Naturally, WI!' follo~

tillS ~~.p~ioo very carf'(ul,y and .Ith hJpe
lor a nappv CPO{ lus,"r,.

~ Ina II)'... , say t~a: .... ClO no: need any
coocrett oe-on~:ra:l"f. ~~~11 a you InHar:('
ItMsendmgCllPn~afl\llatoeut",,"lI!ml,to lOd'e
u' a.ar~ 0' yOU o_radf'SMr a...ll Qc,,)o.j
t(J_drOS u" lot .n\>" tna' your 9reat ...~n
not on,y for Greal Britain Dut for all of us
" ...., lif "re d InO) aM ... ill Jntlnut to or





PvHythlnq In our puwe" t\ give you pr~rtjc~1

0' htdnc<,>.

On 7 Docembe, 1941 tile Imperial Japanese Navy strock 0' "".rl H~ll>or,

Report of the Australian Commonwealth Naval Board
D~ted 12 r~bruolY IQ~2 in M~lboum~. tM Tcport of tile ACNIl w~s

fOTw.rded to the A.dmiralty by tile S«ret<l/Y 01 th~ ~partm.nt of the

Navy;

I ~m directed by the Au>tr'dl idn N,)v~1 Board
to for~~rd hpr~wjth (In duplicdteJ report on
the 1u~~ (preSumed) of H.M.A.S. ~SYDNlY~ a5 d
re5ult of her encourlter with the CE-rm,ln R~lder

"KORMORAN~ off the Coa5t 01 We5tern Au~trdli~

un 19th November, 1941,

7. Th~ report has been cumpiled frOIll d III,}SS )f
",.teri,}1 rnnt~jnlnq the result uf
interrug6tioll f Prl )npr~ ,f W~r ex
~KORM()RAN~.

The covering letter was ""l~·.tomped <l$ l..c@;wd in London (WCr two
mo~lh.l~t~l< on 22 Apri\ 1942. This TCpoT! and Its tfe~!m~nt ,n London,
and post war ex~mina!ion of ~nts. af~ deAlt wilh in Ch.p1~' 6.

Notes
t No ..1Wor D,.ry. Tho GoIdon'ols' rut i<lon(;ly w;Q Atlon,i" Raid., Cor

&llIff 16. PRO: ADM 199/2233 .nd ADfl 199/2234
? ,b,d.

3 Pn... M,"i.t~(. I'orlo".l t.log,.m. 1881. 28 1I0.~mbt, 1941. PRO:
PREM 4/'>(J/1.

4 Pnmo Mllli.to,'. 1'0,>0".\ tologl.lIl. T897. 29 lIowlllbe, 1941. Ibid.

~ lot"'. So<ro'.f'j !lop"l"",n' 01 lhe N."Y 10 5«JotUy 011....

Arlm".lly. 12 fob,u.,y 1941. PRO: ADfl 199/136.





3 Search for the Sydney

The First Sea Lord's request for information
Details of the fate 01 HMAS Sydney and of /low she had met heT end
"""e quile unknown in london. Nor was '''Y attempt made f,om London
to organi:oe a search 0' subsequently to set up any enquiry: ceTl.lnly.
there appears to ~ no other reference in the Briti,h arcniw. to any
enquilY. Rathel, on 30 Nowmbl'r l'Ml, the FilII 5<.. t.,,"d ;n London
..ked the ACNB 101 more In/onn.tion:'

Wh{'(1 yOu havp bp,," ahl" to 'olll'ct from
pri~OIH,r, .11 ••• ildble 1,lformatiorl H,garding
action between SYUNI.Y ."d raider, grateful if
you "nuld If't me kn·" wildt happened '0 tholt .,,~

{d,1 <h.'duce dny Ie )n5 for thf' fulurl:'.

The air search
APiI't f,om the =ond hand detalU in the NaWl/ Waf P'm}' premed
hom v.,ious '/9nol, hom the ACNS. whirh ha"" ,heady b...." T~fe"M

to in the previous ch.opter. lew details of the search condocled by and
on beh.lf of the Au'tralia" authontie. appear to ex;,t In British .rchIVe•.
By ch."", hOWl!""r. a ,omine monthly roond op of opprations contains
some InformaUon aboot the all search'

cYPfl~~ TlL[GRAM SllORl UIS1RIBUTlON

Irom Lh~ Go.~rnmrnt 01 the
COMMONW[ALTH or AUSTRALIA

TO OOMINIONS OffiCE

D. 3rd December. 1941. 9.32.p.m.

R. 4 th

No. 16~.

9.47.a.m.

Part 1. MOST SlCRll

R~p~ated by ajr mail to N~w [ealana,

A. IIdvy.
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UW'TUt r_[ "

uptr4tion41 .lrcr41t ".prh1ng Huds t

Anson~. I/irra.ay~ at Pe4rce .cre reInforced
by: 8 Anson$ trOll N 4 ~ rylCfl flying Iralnln"
School H GeralOl ) Hud~on frOil No. 13
Squadron !Jar.ln; Z .troDI.nts Iro. Port
MM;>sby.

Hie (H.lin,s "l,'re ordl!'rt!d to llOy~ fro.
'(>.nsy,II~. Port Il 'l!' by on tht.' l:"Yt.'ning of
the Nth Noye.t!er. Alrcr.lt dt.'parted on ttle
.arnln" at the l~th No.~r and proceed yla
Dar.,n to fre-.lnt f. tllIt! fr,. Darwin t<
fre.,ntle Delng 110." ,t nIght. A,rcraft
,Il"htpd It fretlllnt!f 1~ hOurs ,nll 7'1 'hOun
re~peCl;yel, 4ft~r dfp,rture fro. Tu..nSyille
,nd .cre aY'11'bie tor reconn41~s,nce within
4 hOur~ of thplr ,rrly,l.

During tM period of lh@ Sf4rth Sfyer41
llfeboals .ere louled ,ontain1ng Ger..4n
sallor5. No tracl's ot H.M.A.';. SYDNlY were
found durin,:! the ,ir ,PInh.

(rau's diary of eyents in November and December 1941

A. f.r u th••"q~iry inlO the f.t. nf "MAS SydMy IOU <:0'''''"'0<1, RUt



Adtlll,,1 tr~, w~ lnvol.~ ~pp.ol~nlly "9~;1IS1 his will. in poorl of thl'
lnt~rr~uon of lhe Genun pmoners'of Wif. He hiJUeU WiS not
;nfo,med .bout S)d~ being """rd..... or 01 any wony .boul heJ. unlll
Mo~y 24 1io¥Nlbft. wwr~ dooys met IhI' ...,bon ';Ih IhI' ro._an.
So-n..1 ,t'il>9riY (see Chipl:et 1). hi' r«onls.~ tNt. VIchy
fmlC'h~ -m.g • Vocby ship IUJ M¥t JUnk hef, this ru.......
Is not ~Itd .mywhl',. I!be in tr....'. d4ry Of thl' llritish ...~hift:L
IIo=e a, lhe diYppNJlIltt of S)<dIley_ IlOl. .1eIding subje<ct in CRct"$
d4ry. though hi' Iiid __........rntd oOboul -..NrrJing IhI' IW!WS """,,,I

hellGu.. Iboul~swtli<b sprNIl npi4ly ltIId W\4tly In IhI' tity

"""""

•
."

f 'd 8, ,
qll'Jt'" t t

k tilt' ,ci" ht' Bt'
.1 • Prir, 1. r' , tile
ed. H dr~ fr. 'LB. nu Ihe~ dr,' ,,~r'J

" r r ie~ ~bOul -}'Jrl""y' II uld ~'JY~ rUr ....
remtntle In I f dd'J 4"d I '. ~•• rdu",
II n'l'becncalledby"lr wlthoutr ult.

N.II. thl"k th"rp 1~ ~" b Ily tlur .j Vichy
., ~ ~urti,,~ ~ ViU,y I,I~ I'd t r'~e led Iler.

•• •

farncottb called at 4
r I"dp~ the 0- Teh
" • at ,.. d' t'n'

"1 10 the l'
fP • f

apr,us'J
r nq tl1f!

ten e '[SWf?]
u ,

•

aM t ~ '"~ h~ h~d

'e Irlet '" off Ills
t'". d .~y dvr'n~ 4n

~n'J .nd I think
'f Q UP oy1e.

'lIe r IIr.
re thl'

detetrt
ad I II t, ,,,

."
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f qt. 1I1.fiOday. 1 waf" t d w Q42.
W 11'0 riltllel d ""rdy -I t n l~ teleD~Jn~ .
• ' I •• not prepued to I' Oil t~t 1 n\('n~('.

M 1'1 "'r11 on bo.nl p"r'" t 'r bye .nll
W leI' tr IIgl y '9ree w •.

....

Hell" t~at the tanter is ... a
a't "Ith 7S G"r.. f ~ ,,~

'ar,_c> n. T~e k.8. the t _t t~~r W4\
• tell n between ·51a~ • II A.M.I. ["'-'I
J'.nd..nt Cnaiseoj CorllOr"n. , : b n 'I\\p" .Pre
.". leYl<l.in.'~ tk.Mh'IP ,tp~~ed

1\ 5 dep.rture iro_ Ml"lbllUrne tl I tOllorrow.
laylor C'II@ tn at noOll anI! ll,lped _ '0ver til
-Ar'b"n Nigllt~~ ,n .11 leHne, ",o~t

tnterentng. Went Out and bou~~t an A"ltr.l14n
[1llO'O«<I?)sktn ",ueh (~ar',,,r .nd thlrkpr th.n
fRgl i,h.r"'t Ill]. At 1710. ''''Ill tCJ 0.8. [Do,,~

Il.ly] t,., ptek up C and t('JdnH we the" we"t to
tile Doyle's C.I. jCockW11 D.rty on G, I. [Garden
Island) We were .eeomp.nte~ by the Rldlpys.
Vtry \lep(ly after dinnpr du~ to ",y ea,ly
",Ut'nl"9 bHt,e I presu~.

Wellne~lI.y 26 No•.

BHhed at 60ndl with thp Griif dnd Jill Di.on\
fur the third time Very nlce. It 15 possIble
that ht H.M. [N.v.1Me",~,) will return to
Ml.'lbourne tonight In~tedd 'Jf ~ollin9 un here.
I had 'Ikfil hi. to dine at th~ Club. but heard
H G hIS f'kl"d hi. flrH ,nil h@ h'll ,erppt"'d.
AS I "rite O,i·. Ridley ~ Ill! hc') returned
to M~ 1bo",rnl" $0 all H .1' I. I H tie IIOre "ew.,

f ~,dll~,. An "lr,.afl rep' 'teO lI.y;".., $ ,Hed
a 'litter brown) WIth lien in t. and Z \1.111!'
boa,' h,ve ~",n 5~n rn 1 e b~.(he but Ih~y

,r<;> prob'bly t'W(Ir~,,'$ boah. ,rOfl/P Ililetheltinds



CHAPTER TllREE 11

ClUi..,,] is cOnllnQ down Sydney's tr~ck Dutch
Ai' ~rl' ''''drching th ~r"d N of 20 S, and OIl(
)wn thl' ned S Jf th;" ? Catdlina' hdve \lone
,"pr _

Contlnl,,,d with th~ h \~ blndln\l'.

H~Ien c~m~ in d~out 1830, d"d sl.., d,,(j Cdr'old
went Qtf to pl~y brIdge wIth lddy f~irfd~. J
w~nt and dlnl'd with ILa?} dnd IFoleY?1 Heph~nie

heing ,1 fourth, AMut 1030 the offlre r,1nq
dnd told m~ 01dhdlll wdrlted lO come \l\ll, so I
wpnt home dnd w~ clIrtdi led Perth'" prO\lramme
i" M~lbolJrnp dnd ~Il~ i~ 10 (~t.I,r" hprp ""d gr
te N.l. T lrd the M,nipQ'd,

C came in soon dtter 12.10 dnd dsked me IT It
W~, trll~ tholt A"st,-"IIJ w~~ ~ul1k. r ,l,I;Nl her
why, dnd ~he 'd!<j thdt Lddy fdirfdx h~d met
them with d whltetdce and dsked II they'd
hpard th" I1rw', r. said 110, and th~n lady f.
didn't w;~11 to Sdy. but orr (>"';119 p,-ess@(l ~did

there WdS d stron\l rumour thdt "Auslrdlid"
had been sunk. 1hl<, I suppose is the contidpnce
we Pilt In thp pre">. M·C; Wd~ told by s1qndl to
,ee dll l<Jitur, dn<J ~Sk th~m to keep the
matter secret tor the present. A beastly ~ot

sUcky night ppople opposite w~re talk1ng
loudly ,l! 0100 ~nd nPlther' ,f us ~ll'pt well.

TtlUr5day 27 Nov,

Bathed with Griffi and Dixons at Bondi a
dull heavy Mornlnq w1th no w~vps. I reported
lhe matter of l,Idy fdirfax and her rumOur to
H G officially J ~eard that Purton was dSked
by a train conductor If 1t was tru~ th~t

Sydney hdd been sunk dnd \IHher Hldt the
conductor knew thH It was all set up 1n type
reddy for publlcdllon. Mdny officers wives
were asked if the1r husbands were still in
~SydneyH and If they had photographs of thl'm!
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..,kin" ,h~ .rr.~<J€-..e~a ,n~ ~u'.l'J~ te"ll r,r' 1mb
h uld ~D ,t. Spok~ to ~ttttnq on ",,,udpl 'M',

Ind hp tplls me he u<J9€- ted th,t I 1hould d
the "t~rrO<Jdt' n be duse I ... , senior. \ydnpy
.. a~ IIJ.Y ~h1p, dld~" .. ,n( .lor., b.ttlng I
.I. .ggp~!t'd sh II II h.v~ , D t ,h -.In t
help. ibl, ,_r f k."',Il. tne. Ran
hI. ~Il a"d h ·a. a il a....
tru t ..orthy. 1 a p Hl' q. 'e
"all u-e~t

9, .~. OJ.

'~l'r 111,1',ltan
'51 Y f t. ..h. <_

t I -lI".l"dlia-
rrd M 'be hid an" un cd tl

:f ',yd"y" in hI,: nd had <Jot
• l~l' [Cowm?l u e~~~II~r -~. Irl~~

1!,' "Id enjl'a t~ls holiy and
prop_" at ••~~,tlg thH th
'h, 1d bp • ~ 1I ~, "dd~d him,

About l'lOO, a ,t""a1 (dmt· flO", ONO Soult,
A."lfalta from I;t N.H. ~dyin9 bl' (on~ider~d

it de~irdlll~ that J should </0 H> rr~m,lntl~

and tak~ charq~ Ilf lh~ In, .. ,ri.lgdtIQtI
Oprh."~~IU ",~nt tOd,y. LOOUt"] u~ planes.
find .,tl't 90 11 ,tlday.

o dha. t~1 Is ~ he think (h~ r~~

... !tll ar",h,H·S_tth a ett'n
II '$ ot do,ng .ery lIel •

I r,n9 up c rntord tr t hI_ I ~l f
nda). , ~ lll' bl't!9f"l.. l'y ," he tells

• the dr [. '~r, ,.·t"llt t ,t rHI,J;1
and war I", xr t , ,ny _nt. {.en s • I
',lll"! ff lhit I a l .... ' he :» w1th only
t. h'llS here. t' •• n ,tid! 'd.!~

ruM Un •• th ,dt ra' fu.
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Saturday 29 No~.

"'" wllh "
, " r a"~ .,
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" "IT • •
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layel! OJ f .. ,th P had a
de n party t "1

rthday. .lll(> n • t. and
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OM !H'Pf. Rldll' U11 ~ P n I
• .~ d~ght the :81, t fro- MJrtl" Pl, •
• r Mi' ot. A hi r' 9 t. bl.lt _n r"ther



hol ~nd b~mpy te~~rd, thp pnd. We arrl~ed ~t

{uendon 30 .inul~_ ldtl:' dud didn't 'let to
Menzies till about :'1ClI. r,Pltlng MOt ..p at
Ml.'nlh'~ and later Dur"f"nl c..-e 'n frOll a
Scoltl~h dinner. We dl5cuSStd reasons for -e
be I nq rrllul red I n It", \I~q. .and ..~., tin rOr-oJlt I 0"
.... ~ _.a.,ted rOIl prlsontr}. 8td .boul 115.

Sundiy 31' No.e-ber,

( .. I ltd at ~nd With Rlll1ty to cnch the
ilrllner tender. This II'It thl' Orr1(1' it 0615 .
..... ll'ft [$$l'ndon 'OQn dfttr (1700 In a 14
,eHer Doug14~, ind hid qultt • co.fortable
pa~uqe t<l Ad<!laldl' havlnq coHee and roll
.,nd ... r.~lilde en rQule. Al Adt14ide SOlie



p~~~pngpr~ got Ollt, ~nd Mr~ SinQer (>tHe ot
the Gunnery Lt of Sydney) embarked. I fOund
out later that ~he had been in PerU', where
I1pr homp "a,. bllt had hl'ard ~Sydney~ was going
to Sydney to ref1 t so was)n ber way there
when she recei~ed the telegram that her hU~bdnd

wa~ ml~~1ng. ~o ~he wa~ rrturnlnQ home. ~rom

A<jpldiop t" Cpdlma tbp last part Wn very
bumpy and unple6~dnt, dno "edrly tile whole
way from Ceduna to Kalgoorl ie it w~s extremely
unpleasant and I fel: far from well, At )past
3 or 4 were sid. anu at KalyQQrlie dfter I
Qot out, I wa~ sIck. from Kalgoorlie on it was
dll right, and ["ent intc the cockpit and 11,10
a long yarn ",ith the pllQt. Tile redson it i~

bumpy 1~ the heat rlsinQ trolll the Nllliarbor
Desert, wl1ich is grpJIP( th"n Th,lt from woodpd
country. The bump~ ,ould ~e a.Qided by flying
high, but this Is not done going West as the
prp.aillnQ wind up higl1 Is westerly. Hence
going West they fly ,n ,1110Llt ~OOO anr! !l"inQ
(dst dt frQm 8 to lr • dlld ttoe trip (dSl 1
ta~ter in consequence.

W" got in about 1911 and D.N.O'5 Secretary,
i'lackle"rath, met w.e .)n~ t ok,,~ to th" [W@ld?)
ClUb. After d culd ~UVp<!r, Oech-linedUx ond
S~lm ramI' alonq and later Ramage and we
discus~ed the wile 11' II-ltter

Oechainl'~ux shJwed m! d nltl' irolll Royle. "toich
I tllin' explain~ til" r"a~on of my bp1nq sent
one. He was dis5dtisfied with the evidence of
a man called linke, the Ii I operator "hu tdlked
a~o"t Syollf>y b"ing "lth a (,1nvoy. All 01l.loLl5
11es and it "'dS "ot i~lt "e,e~5-lry to give
con51dpratlon to hIs vIdence by Dechalneaux.



CI!.IlPT£R THR££ n

Monday. 1" Decellbe r .

Woke e~rly ~nd got d call til rough to C at
011~. lit 091111, Oechalne,1ux and S~lm met me
,1nd also Dr. Fr~nkel, the German Jew lawyer
interpreter. Thi~ little man had very narrowly
escaped beinq put in a Concentration Camp. We
drOvp to Swannorne S' Brigade If.a.~. where
the 19 officer~ captured from the Kormorant
are. I ~tarted interviewinq with the Jew on
my riqht qUf'stioning and Salm (wittl violent
Halitosis) on my left writing down in 'n9lisll
so tllat I could see. We did the mpteorolog1st.
Film man and a watchkeeper (Baron von ••. a
violent Nati) alld one of tile Merchantmen used
as Captain for prllPs. 11150 the Cwtain Oetma,'s
[<ic] ,1nd 1 Lieuten~nt. We CQQld get little of
real value out of them no one definitely
knew the tatc of Sydnpy but we got a pretty
good deScription of tIle aClion. We could get
little aboul Kormorant's movements prior to
the action, although a (liinalllall captured from
the Eury/ochus w,H dHinlte thH the ship had
[I,,,lled and ,'efitled in the (Hol1nes
proceeding tllere and back South of Tasm,lni,l.

I don't feel I can be of any rp,11 1'<;" here.
and think that th" interrog~tions can go Qn
with an N.D. [NavalOffi«l] and 2 interpreters,
one of whom ha a legal mind.

If I can get this going. I'm going home on
WedneSday morniog. Farquhar Smith is quit",
hopeless an~ du~sn·t know what 1s going on ,n
all. Kept up late by Oechaineau. coming with
~ignals. Or Seeds also there very effusive
and interfering.

Ridley dr,lftPd letters of CQndolence which I
propose writing to all rehtlves, 6~O ,111
told!



Illuday 2- Dec.

T ~, a
I,

I a ",r te
f

letle~ ,

,l..t 'old Inn ( al nlJ
Go run prt .. d <l the dpld!
'olh d~ -.I h -ar lng alld ~tatl.'d he
..a -te ai' r 1 and hl ... ffl en
t,ut-ent here. '" T O. ,. ~rly

, a, ·enH :,. a (epen.nt
king ..n. <;\;€< -puanr I>~I talked

ana II, nk.." 2 II _ I R'''ge ,nd 17 r ft
,nd l~ lr lnt rr,r r' n to sec ho.. the

t~rr ;.l .. "d~ .;. ted, ,na left Ra.aqe
1 (nti"lIe aftI" then ,,~t I the
0"11 I .M oe-ch.lnu~A -.ade o~t l"~tr..et lons
for :"lerr_gH' n by I ? nrtlCPfS_ Rark
abO",1 1800 ~·~r. ~o· y ,rrlved by plane

w~nt' letters Ii

Wednesaay J-. December.

DHhalnp,l" .. and 1m lelt by plane lor
fl~lboorr\e, I turned LIt ,n O~lD ,lnd ",rote
letters, not very m."y. Afler bredkfast. I
Htll'd down properly ~nd completea .11 the

We~t Au~t.. l1an 190 odd). I l1,"l'a myscll ana
",as doin" 17 per hour', My lin\lerS "'ere $0
sor ... nd my brain bUlZlng so muCh that I then
",ent out dnd enquired aMut '}Ptllnq f.c 1,.l1e
Il'tt('~S donI'. 'hest ... ould Idke 3 d.y~ Ind
C{,l~l £3. I (tlu .~d il and It Rtdley's
SlIOQllst'on a. q ,nil t H'e ",hdl printl'd
Iyll".r tten (not [illeqibll] etters I k Io.e·
I h,l I gel tI,._ II thtr"lse.

,l,t 1330. Ridley d'd y d' to H,~vllll "htr.
the Gtr..n prl war are In an !nter_t
.~, "h hi lIten !If'rH I f r

, If, M Hly Ita 'In .ere t"e~e ~ f, reo .nd
it , ... '" run lila 'rna Iny.h rl' 1n



CflAPTER lHR€£ 19

lovely country. We p!ssed through beautllul
c"unlry. ,lnd thp Govt>rnmt>nt art> m~~lng dn
il"';Ydllpll \Cchemp by running an aqueduct (open
ditch! lor miles, which 1s rau,<>d to oVPeflow
nn t~ varlou$ propertie ;'1 rotdl;on. He
fdT'm\C pdy d tdX per acre in the region ot
8! '.

I watchl'd Rycroft (Holtman ,1n<l Van Oal doing
UH,lr illtenogdtioll . He ~ctleme is guod but
I thin~ nothing ot Rycroft. He t('ll~ ml' they
C,l!l't find ,1Uil'lIInodation clos~r thMl BUllbury,
whidl h 30' dWdY! Cdm~ bdC~ [illegible] at 1100.
havIng been there 1 hours. It tak{>s 7 hour<;
and Is fl~ 1l1Ip~. Mpt ~red HerOn in the Club
f , d )~~"!ld.

Bed very early 21UU?l.

Thursday. 4" December.

nld ~ r~" lHter< ·.fore bre.Hd,t dlld !mplele
dll U1(ne not to wIves or parents by llUO. Got
lelegram trom Bath saying MMr~ Crarp advl,p,
NlcholH has won fOlJr YPolrS Schola,·,hip dl
G"elong Gra"",ar ... BH!I". Sent d teleyrdm of
conyrdtulations to him. lunched with the
~resident ot the Club. lemperlf>y. al,o r.ray
(Banker) and Stuart. Ri<11<>y .)n<1 I complHed
t.hp ",ivp, and started the p~renb un the printed
letter·~. After dinner I went to the mov1es
"Ihe lr1al of Mary Dugan" vpry good.

Frid~y 5" December.

Out ~t 0530 dnd with Ridley completed all the
printed Irttrrs Iraving about 12 to do by
hand. These 1 fl"istled dfter breakfast, At
I04~. ~jdlcy and I went off by car to Harvey
again. aild aftt>r a puncture e" !'oule drr;ved
H the hotel Ilbout 1300. There we lunched and
had an exrelll'nt ml'al. I looked round t.he pUb
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O...PT£R TJ;R££ 8'

Sunday 7'0 December
To N,O. [n.vyOffiN') at 1000 ~nd h~d ~ long t<llk
with Durnford over many subjects includinq
the possibility of ~pllrq€'on r€'li€'vlng Oldlldm
Olnd Oldhdlll qoi'lg to sed' I preHed th~t he
should go to HYarr~ itc", and not as l' It of
Hobdrt.

Bridl€, and Sean lunched with lIle, dho Sir
George Juliu~.

C~ught the I~UO plane lrom Fssendon and arriv€'d
at M,15cot H 1745. HOllie <It>out 1800, C looking
very ti"ed <lnd Ild, Ildd d hard time ~isHlng

the next of kin of th~ mrn lost in MSydn€'y~.

Monday 8" December

Called by telepllone <It 0700 to ,dY Japs were
ldnding in the North of M~lay peninsula. later
heHd that war h"d hpf'n declared '11th J.p.'1
and Idler still thdl Jdpol1 hdd dttdcked Pearl
Ildrbour and bombed and bombardf'd It • also
Man11 a ond find"y ~inqapor... The l1ews i>
~ery srr"ppy. h"t th" poper> "eport the
HOkl.homd~ sUl1k olld 4 U.S. ships of sorts on
tire or damaged in Pearl Harbour, and? of o"r
[ru1sers sunk in ~inqapnrp, NOthing r,,~lly

authpntic yN,

A bilSY day trying to g<'l up lu dote dnd also
seeing how we can <;jet re~djer tll~n we Wf'rP
befor('. Homf' abOl't 1830 to find the P<line's
there. C looking ~ery worn dnd tired. Nell
dnd 5ylvid (who has be~n very 111) arrived in
Sydnpy. The M,G,s wanted us to go dnd Sloy ot
TreHu, C declilled.

luesday 9'" O~cember.

Got a cold ~nd n.Hy sore throdt • Mrs Crowley
;.",~uff in the Barge with me. News still ~f'ry
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CHAPTER THREE 8l

H"ud on the 190U w1reless a report from
London of a Tokio cO....(lniq(l~ ~ay1llq Prince of
Wales ~nd Re1!1J1~e had ~ee" ~u"k ~y aircraft
attark. I didn't bi!lleve It. Ihe M.G.s dined
arid Grace. whose Son Da~id luke who 1s a
snotty in P of 10', was convinced ll1e "ew~ wa,
tru" ,lnd th1s was confirmed at 2100. it is ~

ghaHiy caiamity aud it 1$ going to make
things very tricky in the I'Kilic when coupied
wilh the losses incurred by tile American~. I
decidl>d to fly to Mplhourn" to SN' whal the
/1.8. have decided a, "egards the policy of
the Squadron. It ships ~re to be used as
escorts I <;.hall r"main ashore if Squadron
cuncenlrdtes I Shall hoist my flag in Canberra.

The signal in Crace's diary
The signal which Crace placed in his diary appears to be a copy of
signal uro 1700Z/Z1 N~mbe,. which falmed th~ filS' rumpr.h. ..,i""
'"I"n' of Ihe ACNB 10 Ih. AdmiJ.lty:

10; Admirally, CinC China, CinC F.1..
~.O.C.A.S.. II.Z.N.B. II.!. CinC,

f rum; A.C.II.B.

UKurmorant" sleering Nurth in dppru~imale

position 024 HI H.H.A.S "SYllNH" steering
50utl1 at about 1600H 19th No~pmhPr. RaidPr
altered course to We,t briri<Jing cruiser on to
Slarboard Quarter. Cruiser altered coune lu
West, ClOsed rapidly chall€,nging 'lith dayllgnt
lamp. Raider made nu reply but opened fire
wh€'n Ullis"r was within comparatl~ely short
rang€'. Estimated rang€' varying from about
0111.' to five ur si~ miles.

On" survivor stated that ne could see men on
dec~ of cruiser. First shot from raider hit
bridge ot cruiser and started fire. Cruiser
alter~d coursp t( Port. Survivor stated that



1t appearl'll that hp Intpnded to ra•. Pa~~ed

I,',e rOllnd ~tern of R~idl'r ."d pnlceeded on
p~rdllel COllr5e5 gradually ara.ln~ all~aa on
"or~ sial' of Rald..r. Cru1,pr ... n no ... h~avlly
on rlrp In 8ridge and .,a~~,p ~ett'on$. Raider
al$O b4a1y aU4ged 4nd on lire In enolne ro,..
4rea. 1I1t In en~1nl! rooc: • ele trlcal COfltr",1
out of <lCIIon, AOsollllely. dll electrlc4]
ellU'~nt, Including f re f19~tlnll. out of
4~t'on. Action c~ I!I' 41 '1730 ana h '<>(j

ab ut onp 1l0ur.

Il.a dfo' 4ba ~a s • ut .90 '. ~er renon
'llet tile t,re cou a II' .' o~t and 't .a
rrtaln !Ila: ffr... d'. II .-.. •
'. ~~ge. ,>"ryiy 'Uted th,: c.ptaln .nll
'T len .ere or ooard .~cn t~C. ab,nd,

s~lp et abo"t 1900. A!" \1.. (rul tr.a
s~ llE'v""t~ele ht'd' "re .na sllort,y
.lter.... rd5 d'~.POeared." yl ellt c~plo$lon

was seen or Ileard. -II 1 oelll'vt" it .H
torpl'da d. Suoo~~t !"J! T r~dDts w~re fired
by t~ .. raider on~ of ~" 'II ~1,u,,~llt to have
,"t. R4'der bl~~ 1I11 about mjonj9~t.

::.'~ 1:'1 ."'. Illln~ 101lr 2ell'. A.A.qlln~, HaC~ln

\lun~ not lI~ca. lw~ MIO'~ ,,-llpr "na Dee

subnl~r'.l~d Torp~ao~s. One derocldnl" at ~O'J

typ" sUtea to have c en dam4qt"ll anll , ,
!I ,~, (lllr,nll tllree tn, <lila t>" $i~I'

W~r ldrrieG. 1:'0 ~ ""ne ~~r ,.
but ,~Ht'a nonl Ilao

"- .
•

gOOd. II 9 p
• '. DoCt>

n r1r t A
Oi. fGood

be -Anton ••
aa-.-tl~
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In p~rtl(tl1ar stated that they had not sighted
hnd since 1edV i n~ Nor'weg i ~n co~s t. IwO $upp1 y
ships met with. Prisoners transferred to the~e.

d S [original is blank here]

Gener~11y cOllsidered with few e~(eptlons

survivors spoke the truth. N~me of Cdptdin
Dettmer (Commander Opstroypr prior to taking
up command of raider). Captain is prisoner at
Carnarvon alld wi 11 be quest i orH"d wi til other
pri soners.

Censorship of the news
C,are'. roncern over Ihe leakage of '"'ws al>oul lhe Sydn~·and ottlc,
event> of the w;u wa~ shared by the ACNB and, m December 1941. the
Acting rim Naval Member, Commodore l.W. Du,nfard. RN, wrole •
•tlOngl)' wa,ded 1eller 10 Ihe Prim.. Mini>ter. lliting occasions on whiCh
news had be<!n prematu,cly ,clca~ and his concerns for the sewrity
of information In Canberra:"

GIIG. VI!.

the Navy.

[endOlsed in red i"k 19 December 1941]

My dear Prime Minister,

The Naval Board are most concerned at the
leakage of information wllicll has, over a long
period. occurred dl Canberra. This leakage of
secret information is still occurring. llle
latest manifeSldtion was In the cases (}f
H.M.A.S. "SVDNEY· ~nd II.M.A.S. "PA~RAMATlA".

and the mar" recent dispatcll of aircraft from
Australia to the Netherlands (ast Indies.

Tllis le~k~gc is no ncw m!tter. In c!ch case it
is through the same Channel, the Parliam"ntary
press representatives dt Canberra, Someone
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gives them an ite'll at secret inform.Hion,
Ihey telephone it tn Ih~1r new,p~pen "not
for p"bI1CiJtion." OIitl1'" dn hour or so the
Hu'"y ,weep, throu~h the country like iJ
bushfire. with th wln~ lf r"mour rising to
fan the flame~.

S( fdr' dS Navy is concerned. a number 01
leakages have occurred tl1i, year. The moH
lmportant I itemise bere, for yellr i"fermotierl.

On '1M FebrlliJry hq. a >e.n~t NdVdl signal
wd received from tile lmmander in thiet last
Indies. to say that a pocket biJttlesh1p hiJd
been siqhtf>d in thl' OIl'Hl'rn Indidn O,edl'.
1I1is informatiun wo' kept within Naval Statf
d'lll M;ni~terial circles. It was, hOwf'vf>r.
publ1c prepf>rty to tile Pre,'S within d ddY ur
~n. dnd the Deferlce Ruund~men were askin~

que~tiun~ about it at Navy Otficf>.

On 2nd March last, ~ secret NiJ.~1 siqnal w,H
rec('iv('d troll thf> COlllA\,lni,>r.in·Chief. (aH
!ndip,. ~aying that H.M.S -L(AND(R" had ,unk
the Itdlia" '"dider "RAI'IH j' in the West('rn
Indian Oce~n" Ihis ~lqn~1 )n IudI'd: "lnteno1
to continue to ,;upprf'S new'. 0'- thh dction."
Vet tw'! day, ldter, all 4th Mdr~h. tile Sydney
"Daily TeleQraph" te1eQriJplled to th~ "Au(klan~

Herald" Npw 7~dIJ"d:

"~U'-10UR(O II[R( L[AND[R SUNK ITALIAN ~HIP IN
INDIAN OCfAN. CAN VOU HRIFV SEND STORY,"

Th€ ;llfornrotio'l Wd~ not made pUblic until
MUd' 9t!1. and then only as the result of
discussion b~twl'en N"w 7Nland and Au,triJlian
iJnd united Kingaoll G\lVer'nUfent'" alla the
f\lrrnHion of a joint cornmuniqu~. Th" po1itar
of the Sydney "Daily ·el~gr"ph» ,did he ~\l1

l1i~ dd.all,e illfurmdtlon from ~n ""lI(nymous
telephone caller."



On 4th March a secret Naval signal was received
fnom the Com..~nder·1n·Chief. Fast Indil>~ to
say that H.M.A.S. ~C!lNB[RR/I" <ln~ II.M.5.
~ fANOFR" h,ld df'Hroyed two enemy ships 1n
tile Wesle"n l,,~i<ln Ocean. Th1s signal
concluded: "Intend to suppress new, fo" ll1e
prf'~f'nt,~ Vi't on the {'venlng of Monday, 10th
Ma,'(h, "The Argu<,", Melbo"rnt>, r,lng Navy Office
to s~y tMt their Cdnberrd represent<ltivt' hdd
telephoned the story through. and to dsk for
confirmation, The Mplbourne "H£'rald" rang Navy
Offi~e 'Iext mo,,,i'i<J 0'1 ttle s~me bu~ineS~. Ille
story was not ollicially released until 5u"~dY.

11th May.

On Tuesd<lY. 25th November. at 1430 hours,
when the tact of the disappedrdnce II.M.A,5,
"~YDNFV~ wa~ Hill appar£'ntly ~nown only to a
.ery limited circle. the Chier Publ1cHy Ct>n~or

received instructions fro", the Mi"i~ler of
Informat10n to issue a Censorship Instruction
prohibH1ng any mention of ILM.A.~. ~~YDNFV".

In order to prevent publ ic~lion of ~nything

1n the afternoon press, the Chief Publicity
Cen~or him~plf tel£,phoned th£' Melbourne
"Her.ld~ to pa~~ the CenSOrShip Instruction,
He was then told th<lt the "l1er<llo" C."berra
repr{'s{'ntativ£' had already telephoned his
ofrirt> to ~ay thH an Australian wHsh1p had
been ,unk. It IOuH, then, be H.M.A.5. ~5VONfY".

On feid<lY, 28th November, d secret N.Vdl signal
wa~ rf'ceivf'd from Commander- i n Ch1ef,
Mediterranea'I, to say that 11.M.A.5.
"P/lRR/lM/lTT/I" had been sunk. e.xte'lt of
(ilSI'illtie~ not ~nown. On Saturday morning two
Melbourne newspapers. "The l1er~ld" ~nd ~The

Aqe", approached Navy Ott ice for corlfirmat1on
and comments. This lea~age occurred at
Canberra. At this stage the information was a
(lo~e ~{'crpt amo~g hiQh{'r off1cers at Navy



Office, an~ neitne,' ,~xt'of-kin nor Cen~or~lIip

tld~ been inform!.'d.

On rrid~y !.'veninq, ~th 0 ..mhf'r. m ,t seu€t
Jrdcr~ were j'~<Jed ma,ing diwws ti\.", of
R.A.A.f. Ai"lJ'dft to the nortllwllrd of
Australia. Yet thj~ informatlon wa, p"hlhhed
1n th~ PreH ("Tt1€ Argu'" Melbourne) on
Saturday morning.

He u'lfortu'IHe cllain 01 event' followinq till'
"SYONlY" leakaqe i~ frl' h in mf'.ory. It may,
h()w,'vf'r, be remarked tll<lt }W""J to tlldt
ledka~e:'

,a next of kin notlce~ had t, hp i< Llf'!!
prematurely on Wf>llnel!!,ly. ?6th November.
~",1n9 to the wi)e >DI'ea~ uf rumuur. dt a

td'.le when nothin9 wa~ known 01 the late of
H.M.A.S. "SYONfY",

b) Rumour qot quite LIt f h~nd, and the moH
f'xtrava9ant ,>torles ,r\'Uldted throuqhout
Au,trdl id. dlld contInue to circulate.

A~ a result the ~ovl'rnmcnt wa~ forcf'!! to
1~sue an offirial IHf'mpnt H a time wilen
It w.1~ most d",irable to keeD from tt'e e~emy

the 'Iew~ ttldl our Ndval strength hlld been
reduced so drJStically, ,In!! Jg~in at a l1me
when it was not po~;ible to give d final
picture of the happen1nq. But lor thf' If',1',19P
It~ould havp ~P€'~ possible t( hove deloye~

the ;Hue ut notIces to next If ki~ L1nti
sucll tlln(' as .

I) ~ cornplete Hory. de", id if false hope,
could IIdve ~een l~~ued.

ii, strateqical rf'q,drpm€'nt
~atisfied.

(iii, the official announcement COLli!! lIavf'
~een maile imrnp!!l.1te>ly "e~t of kin notice~
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h~d been circuldted, thu, forest,lllinq
rumour, Much p~ln ~nd ~nxiety would then
h~ve been spdred the next or kin, ~nd pUblic
moral" would riot have suffered from a
surfeit Of douhB and teHs, ~s it
undoubtedly did suffer.

Therl' is no doubt th~t ,,11 Ltlese leakages
occurred at Canberra, ~nd the channel through
whietl ;rlforllatlon left C~nberr~ w~s the
Parli~mentary Pres, RepresentoJtives. It IS
not for ml' to suggest how suet, information
could have reached them.

Ihe present situation in the ParHlc <:lcner~l1y,

and of Austr~lia particuld"'y. emphasiSes the
qrdve dangers lnhf'rent In such leakdge,.
Whereas in tile PdSt, sucll leakagl's could h~ve

r,lusl'd seriOUS disarrangement of strHegical
pl"ns, and p,'blic upset in Austr~lia, they
could now strike" vital blOw at nur lmmedl~te

sl'rurity.

It Is for this re~son that J wrHe tliis letter,
to urge thl' neressity 01 m~intalning the
gredtest secTecy and limiting the clrcul~tlon

01 secret Naval inform.tion to within thl'
nolrrowl'st limits: ~nd to remdl'k ttlH the
P"rliamentoJry Prl'SS Rl'present~tlves are dt
Canberrd for one purpose only, to secure
information publishable or otberwhe-for their
pdper" and that their Ide~s of the boundS of
confidence are conditioned by this.

Acting first Naval Member,

German knowledge of events
~ fOl k~ping ile'Crel. ~I I~",' from the Gwndl\$. intelligence oi the
loss of HMAS Sydrwy, ('dCi> would have been alalmed to know tltllilhe
(ri,lltIdlU claime<l to have known thiS almosl as soon as he did. A<:<:<>'ding
10 Ihe German naval staff arrounl of Ihe v<>y~g' of the Kormon"'..
OperaliOlll'n un<1 Tnilii Velum. 10, pLlblish<.'d in Dt.:embl" 1943:""
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"n~1 ~dr :!Il.ff rl'tl'hl'd th" first r~pvfl of
n.v.1 b.ltl~ ln A."nr.1idn IIdlers t'l 14.11.

thls d.y lhe 1/ T Hatton at Sydney
tf ned t~e req~;t <.n un'n., _nd
~ t aS~Ofe to an .' ste...~r. -~eport

drUi of b"ttle. If ~ D'S na-e IS q4t~"f"d

fr()ll sury;vlln. w
I~l' rl'a ~. ry .as O)IIly le,fM'l!

, few d~Y5 I~tl'r fr a A.d_if.1ly r"port 01
L>.ll. w~lch wa df l"e 30.11. Thl

read .~ foll w,'

"Cruiser "Sydney" b d.y5 Herd~" In Fret'''dnl,e.
She W.5 retufnlng froll !S(ort dUlle~. It 15
belll'v('d that ~h~ sank t~e enemy rald"r. but
lhe reporH on ~hc hte at til.. ·Sydney" dre
uncert.in. A Rrltl~h t~nke, look off some
GNman n~val per~lIn"el frOIll • rubbrr dinghy;
Jt~er~ were )een In I jfl'bo31~ of whlch lwo
w~r~ r~ported to hhP landed hi \j~H AUHr~I14.

It see-s th.t tht -)y<JI'~y- Wd$ bUfntn.. ,,"en
it "a~ last ~et'n by t~e Genn."s."

A. at t~ $ l.lIt'.
Iy one .u~tlhfy

at s~•.•nd she .. ',
Q"c~t ". t~ au.

lvlng ~~n ~k

f,'~f to this ~

t~ ~~.e.bt'r. I~"f" w~s

tru r "Stlp41 w
• >l,·1

P"'lI Y n t~e waten In
'fy Cr~iSef -e~tloned .~

til t~1' "i1" y uld only

The letters of condolence
Between t and ~~..ber. whi~ he W.AS1n Perth. c._ ....ote Il'tt... of
(OlIdoIoonn 10 1M nul of kin of~ lIIUIlosIln u.. Sydney. As IIIoltIY
Iettm.AS he co~1d M,I writtln by h.>nd. bul there Mit so runy tNl
in Olde. to finish the usk some M,e p,inted. CJ_ bpt • ropy in his
d14I)1;-

from

Redr Adl/tlr~1 CommJndlng

H.M. AU$crJlt~n SquJdron.

c/o G.P.G. 5,dn81
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~dY 1, "bothi f • thl! 1t! c~r

tI,e AuHrj .n qu.Or e. rr r yr~ Illy ~ery

t ,-pat y your c t be' .."_ t.

• "fU

(a~~ot e
h thit
kn~.. e
lor "I
r111hL

, , ', ~,

'"".

t ~ thl~ aar~ " ~'. " n;l~

rr ". b"t : ('arneH y
nd ~~ rt n 'he

r Ilusoana" ,.ve h I (e
g n til e of

yo"r f,'th( 11y.

(Spet ll.~" 1H ter nt to a 1 I re Iit i ve~ except
those 01 ~1f'lH ,nd W",t Au'tr~11~ns who
hJd holoQr~ph etters .1 Illy ,,,n)

Son In .1 ., parents

Vice Admiral Durnford'~ biogrilphy
~r,1 otheI Bntish offittn _,~ ...rving in the hlgh tomJlWod of the
RAN 0..., John llu'nlo'd. W.K born in iWllpslure 001 had 900d Aost••lioln
ronllKtiom. IW~~ rn... K~lboul'lw.•nd .... hiaIf'If lUId
~ in the IlAJI ,n IhI' lRlftWU yHJ:L Downfoll! ~urned 10 Au$ltalJ,a

.. tho »mad Ibv~Mnlba. AOfII, 1'J41~2, it\!~l~ ,n 1943 ..... his
Illlpublishtd illtoblog,,'lhy. uol pbo!og,.ph$. .... mlllt talpcNl Wn
Muwu•. UnfofIlUWtel,. in Itis "u~pIty ho lM'M 10 lho __

lho SydNy ill only "" tN bnrs:

In t"e • '" lIIO til the rut '" :'Xlinev "as
u' "ith • 1 /l.nds by tile ,",(In r.tIM'r

Kgc!!!()[d" :r thE' J~lI.n OeNn ..~ 'turr,j"g
to j.n'lIIanlle ,tt·" escorting ~ , nvoy to thl:'
S"ndi Str.lt. Ihl ...~s i /luvy blo" l() the
~.A.N .• and ,I u t th", Au'tr,lldn publIc
~ftPr her brlllh"t re )rO i'l tt,e M dlt~rr~npan
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4 The Australian Investigation

Initial report from prisoner interrogation,
27 November 1941

The initial I~PO'\ of what hAd hap!,,!""d. when glunod hom the first
Gelm~n prisont15 to ~ landed, conctnt~ted on the activities of md
t~ damage 10 lht XD1moroo. A ropy of thi. signal lIa, also sumVl'd in
too C,ace papers t- Ch.ople, J}.'

MOST SECRET HFSSAG, \7001l27th November IN

OHe 27.11.41

from A.C.N.8. lime 2219

Anglo-Frpnch by WIT and TIP

Addressed Adllliralty C. in C. China C. 1n
C.£dstlndies

IMPORTANr

n3

(aj KORHrlRAN steer1ng north in dpprox. position
024 (leg III (leg H.M,A.S. SYDNEY steering
SOulh dl about 1600 H 19th No_ember, Raider
altered course to westward brInging cruiser
on to starboard quartf'f. CrLl1s€'f altered
course to ....estwHd, closed rapidly
challenging with dayligM lamp. Raider made
no rePly bot opened fire when cru1ser W~$

within COmp~rHi_ely ~t\Ort r~nge.

lstlmHed r~nge varies from ~bOl.lt 1 (one)
to 5 o' 6 miles. ref my 1909l 25th No_ember
to Admir6lty & C. in C. Chin~ only.

1 sur-lvor st~ted he could see men on deck
of cru1ser. First shot from r61der hit bridge
of the cruiser ~nd st~rted fire. Cruiser
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AGNI1A, CRAFTSMAN, IIRlllSH UNION, MARt(BA,
V(UBIT. STOMATICOS (MBIRICOS, N!KOKllS,
(not identified)

In particular stated that they had not
sighted l~od since le~ving Nor....egidll co~st.

2 supply ships met w1th. Prisoners
transferred to these. as rep(o!t~l to RA.OOL!H
[$it] which ship was disp~tched .... ith a prize
crew.

r,,,ncrally considered with few exceptions
th~t survivor spoke the truth.

Name of Captain Dettmer (Commdnder of
destroyer priOr to takinQ up command of
raider) Captain is prisoner at CarnMvon
dnd .... ill be questioned with other prisoners.

1700l/21

Advance Copy Duty Capt. 0.0,0. (F) 0.0.

Note: Three groups appedr in the address.
which have a local slQnificance, which
doesn't appear In W,R. cnples of deCOde.

Interim report of lnUrrogation of prisoners.
18 December 1941
Ten days later tile Initial repon 01 tile action was amplified by an Interim
!epo,t whith ..id more about the ;oction, of and damage to the Sydnl'y:'

SECRET MESSAGE 0700ZII December.

From, Australian Commonwealth Naval Board.

Date: 8112141

Reed, 1324

Anglo.French (J or R(li 8y Cable.

Addressed: Admiralty; C io C. (~stern Fleet:
(in C China; C.Z.M.: New Zealand Naval Board.
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subm~rqed tubE' each slde, About 7">0 type (?

H.Ll mine of which a large numlJer still on
boud when scuttled. I Arado seaplane with
bombs. Alr propelle~ torpedo conHct pl';tol.
Believed 110 repeat no Oirector SyHem. Re~uted

to cury fan motor boat capable of laylnq 3
mines.

(Iv) Movements. fitted out at Gotenhdlen and
(corrupt group) IIdmburg late in Nuvember 1940,
SpOkE' 3 U boats off coast Spain. 0pE'rated In
equHorial region IItldnti~ until en~ of Milr~h,

Pdssed well South of Cape of Good Hupe met
NOROHARK In south latitude then proce~d~d Bay
of 6en~al. Reported to have lJeen surprised by
an unknown ship whlle attemptinq lay mines
off H~dras ((.5). Ihen proceeded central Indian
Ocedrl for refit (corrupt group) September in
Maldive Is. and returned to central Indian
Oc<?an where It Is h~ll~ved she mH sllpply
ship KULHlRLANO October and early November
thence to scene ot action. Believe German
stori> ships vletuall<?d Jilpan (6 2) stilted
policy to advertise pfesence by smdll number
regular sinkings which is considered will have
maxlmum eflea on flow ot trade. 303 prlSOnHS
lnclud1nq 17 officers held complement 400,

0700717.

M.A. lHS.l., D.P.D., D.nf P.• Ops .•

0.0 .. 0.1.e.

ACNS's written report to the Admiralty, 12 February 1942

On 12 febru"TY 1942. lhe ACNB fOTWUde<\ to the Admualty in London
;IS lepa'l on 1he "...(presumed) \0" of H.M.A.S. "SYDNEY" .s a If'ull of
lwr encounter ",Uh rhe Ge,man Raider "I::ORMORAN" off the C<>.o;t of
Western Australia on 19 November 1914..: The report was date stam]le'd



in london a.s belllg rece,~ on 2l Apnl 1941. Tl'ol' report Nd beep
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dWb of tM ICtlOn betllt'en SWrtq W torrnonrn. W I photograpll
.nod ~r'lII 011'" ~m•. Tl'ol' infor...t>on '" thIS~ IppNB to
11.1.. bftn tllf~ oItlw -...,111 ilIlIotr,* s.. .._ry No. JJ. Tlw
CO¥l'I of tlus d<x:Ut is WeI annDt.l.tM;
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"Ior"'~t!on has
Irt,lth,fo

RepORT all' LOSS Of tlHAS MSYDN[Y"

A. A I ,oaterl~1

OIIIt~"I(atrd to the,
A.t.h',B .S~dge~:·

I 00ll21th h'o,em~

02221 th 1'I(),e-ber. 10fl9iNl1lOl \Qu~J

tO~l Illh /I'vellDer. [OIioJift.ol110I \Qulf'd]

o 01 7th De(~r

I J01 Jrd Dece-t r. lo!iollNl110I IOUltdl

jnt"Hogatlon of Pr f Wa. Della" at
n e. ;('.. lo;>nanl·(.a fly r ft being ~nt

.'11> an interprete' t d,ndrvun un 26th
/I vo~r, whul! prelln n,ry nvrst IQiltlon~ wl're
"ild•. Il/!port$ were ...de ?8th h'ovl!lIIDrr D)'
Pa,,,,a'l .. ,-Llo;>ut('nanl A. ll'uMe,II.II.N,Y.II •.
Lhe Offlcer·in·(hilr~ ... N..dl (iudrd. M.Y.
"IroCdl". ~nd on JOth No,elllDer Dl tne ~omand1nQ

Orflepr )f H.M.A.S. ·Y~nM_··. lll'"tl"nant ·.A.
d~lln.

Tt,,,, interrO!ldtion wa' Lu"ti"ued wl,e" the
prl~onl'rS had been accommnd~t"d on 5horp, and

16th Oecember. ,'.puin rdrquhilr Smith.
htr!ct lIaval Olt cer. II" tern AU$tr~lld.

Itted to th" Naval R "d rop;f' of Of'll; Is
I '''terrll'Jat In (If (ie ... ' ~r, 0' "'lr. (>1 Wdr

,. "Knrraoran. H frOllt 10 "ern Au',tr.II,1 thp
d r ."r(' triln f r, -, "I Ibn"rnt. ",h('rl"

they ",~re P ICed in • t c'Mp "nCer th~

Mil \ tilr, A"th ri I I r thl' u; ry .as
nllnued by vdr nf r_.' _elhO(1 •.

in w~,ng ljSt~lnq . j~ttr't~1 ~ 01
leHPr r scr'P !illn q .~r>p

11 '. c~su~ .t n . l. .. dnd



Ctw>TEHouR 101

tile informHion thus collected hiOS provided a
valuable check on that aiready obtained by
the more direct interrogHlon which has
supp11ed the basis of this report.

B. lJ'.ents leading tp the instJtutlon of a
Sgarch iOnd its resylts

On the 11th Novelllber "Sydney~ escorting the
"lealandla" departed from fremantie. At 0400l/
17 (n position 07· 56(S, 104· 4(1([. she handed
"leahndia" over to "Durban". The "Sydney"
signalied her "LT.A." as p.m. 19111 or a.m.
20/11. which later was amended to read ThurSday.
20th November. At 0140Zl21. D.N.O. Western
Australia reported that the "~ydney" had not
yet arrjved. dnd followed this up on 23/11
with the signal that no further word had been
received from the "Sydney~.

Me<lnwhile the "lealdndia" had arrived sa/ely
H Sing,lpnre. At IO~47/Z3 the "Sydney" was
instructed by Naval Board to report [.T.A.
fremantle. There W<lS 110 reply. At abOut 1200Zl
23 all wn high-power stations in Australia
were instructed to call H.ILA.S. "Sydney~

continuously. There was no response.

An air searCh carried oul from Pearce on the
24th November failed to give dny result.

At 0209U24. C. in-C., China. was informed
that "$ydM'y" was thirty·six hours ovHdue
and asked for information. He replied that
"Ourban'" had met "Sydney" and Uken over
"lealandia~ at 0400Zll1/11 in position 7'56(5.
104"40(<..

At 06117174 C.l.M. wa~ informed that "Sydney"
WiO~ overdue and a~ked to (iOrry out an air
search as far as possible to the South lo
COver her probable northern ddvanc~.
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fwo bOdt5 011 the beach north of Cdrnarvon,

Two bo~ts about 80 miles to the North west
of Cornorvoll

1100 r~fts.

,v@ntual f~ two boats came ashore north of
Cdrndrvon with 103 survhor~. the ··Koolinda"
~;cked u~ one boH with 31 5UrV;VQrS; ··Ydrodra"'
one bo~t with /0 Germans ~nd 2 Chinese;
MCerltuarMl$ic) two boat~ with 60 survivors. ffl
ddditiofl $urvivor5 were picked up from two
rubber rafts, 2~ men by the "lrocils M

~nd b~

the ~Aquitania". This ll1akes a total or si.
bOat5 and two rubber rafl~. The pr;~oners. a
total of 315 and? Chinese. werf' despatched
from Carnarvon by ldnd and water transport to
rrem~ntle where they were di~po5ed of a~

follows:.

Officer> 17 to 5wanbournt' Camp.
headquarter$ of ttle 5th Gd'·r; ~on
Brlqade.

19 to hospital in frf'mantlf'.

76 to df'tefltlon q\,artf'rs.
Fremantle.

243 to jroterment camp at H~rvey

(Bl mile$ south of Perthl. These
werf' afterwards transff'rred to
Hel bourne where they tldve been
interned.

C. RESULTS Of INTEBROGA.IlON,

Irl~tructlons for the [nUrrogation of prisoners
were ;$sued by the fhg Officer. (oPmlanding
H.M.A. Squadron, a copy of which is appended.
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stubo~rd. but th~t there were other light
guns. Th" S,1m" witn"ss HH,,<1 th,lt. only on"
3.7 cm yun WdS fired in the dctio". thdt all
th" starboard side. lhis st~tem{'nt is supported
by the action of COJmlan~er Dettmer,. who.
when allowed to a~~ress his men in the interment
~~mp, called one If his men to him and said,
"You were firing the 3.7 gun?" HHlng received
an dffirmati_e reply he continued. I hereby
award you the Iron Cross. first Class. for
YOl,r bra_ery and excel1('nt gl,nn('ry. It was
marvellous shooting dnd I dm proud of you."

With regard to the main armament. Army
i nformat i on 1mpll es R· inch guns, though wi thout
dny jl,dication of the number, Commdn<.ler
Uettmers being reporte<.l ~s stating that his
Ship W,15 armpd with such guns.

Guns were apparently controlle<.l by telephone
from control position to the guns and fire
gaugp. Sal_ops ,,,'rp fir,,<1.

1tiS r"portpd tho1t th"rp were four rang"
fin<.lers on bOdrd. one forward, one aft, and
one each side of the bridge. The principal
range finder operator, when questioned about
rang" taking at night, r"actpd strongly. but
refused to 9;_1' any information.

No detdi!s have been obtdined regdrdill'J the
screening of the guns, which according to a
seaman, Pattner. were in holds (covere<.l) dnd
were raised by hydraulic press, the operation
taking two or three minutes. Another seaman,
Oorn;s, stated tbat the guns could be ready
in one minute, and he also s~id that they
~olJld II" 10,ldf><1 down lI"low, the loading
arrdngemerots beiny i"""edidtely below edch gun.
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,c Boats The captain ot the Haider stated
that ther!' wrre four ho,1t~ in d~vHS. IwO
motor ~OatS. two ~o~ts on d·~('. one 1 ife-boat
I,·om ll1e "[mbirico~", one big life boat with
10/1'1 In gear for abllL,t 100 lien. Two bo~ts, whiCh
were in the fore-batch. were used after the
~inking, but two in the alter-hatch could not
bi' uSl'd hecau'i" th" "lprtrl( power b~d gOlle.
According to othH pri ",n~,'~ of Wd" the "umbe'
vdl'ied. Jor~e'ISQ'1 gave the number as 8 lite
boats (six being '.t, dnd tw.) woodl, one
c~pt\lred froll the "fury1 '_P1lJ'~ a"ij o"e of the
Greek ,hip "NikolaJ'C. ". here were also tw~

or tl1ree rubber bOH'. In addition thNe Wol$
a large ~peedbodt wllich Wd'> ,eldoM if ever
u~eij. rour or f've boat~ were lowered when
the ship wa'. abandoned. Slirvivor w.. r .. pided
\IP from i. bOdt' afld tw '·afl

d Mille~. Mi"e w"re dr ied. and the number
given vHies from 100 to ~ .lh actual number
wH probably 2(:1) or 2~O. Th, .Hf'df''i(ril\ed
.)S being nf t"r ,ind , ,j ; ng "'dy"eti, mill'"
without hun' . dfl<j ,. UW) L'"'es with hQrn~.

J\pparently none were laid though an attempt
was made to lay lIin In II'" neigl1brJlJrhood Of
Madras, an attempt "hi h wo, lnler,'upt ...d ~y

tt,e dppro~ch of a Bri t i ~h Aoxi 11ary [rul $er.
The min~s Wf'rp ~l ,,,e~ afT, and Ihey produced
tile explosion by wt,ilh the raider was finally
,unk attN thl" arlien. 1I'l>' prisoner of WM,

Jorgenwn, stated that dll ~ftQ"t to IdY m;"e~

was ~bout to be madr dt tbr timl" of thl"
~ppearanc!' of the ";y~ney". According to
prhane" of war Sellwe "a mines w"fe dnchor
mlne~. none drift'ng mH

e) The Pl~ne.. A, Jrning t( Albert Ruf. Who
be1ulI~ed to tl1~ gr' ""d taff, the plane. which
was housed in thr alter p~rt lf lh~ ship was
an Arado \g6, and had f 1 d"""~' lh~ Sw~~tikd
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and W!r Cross !nd tne name ~Kol1br1··. All the
p.i~pnrp ,ppm~ to ~how that the plane was not
often used owi"y lu the difficlllLy of hoisliny
It out and getting it !bo!rd again unl~ss the
w~at.hf'r w.H .pry f.lvollfabl€>. It had not
apparellt ly bee" used fOI' two or tt'ree months
before 19th November Rut states that the
last orca,;on was th.. search for the boats of
~Emb1d'o~~. The plane is reported to ha.e
had no WIT communication with the ship,
communication bplng by m(',lns of a lamp
underneath fOI ,",<Jrse signals. The1'e is 110
evidence that it was used for the location of
ships, and it seems d~!1nite that the plan('
was not used dt the time of the <!Ction with
lhe "Sydney".

Se.eral prisoners Jt war speak of parts of a
sprond plane; only nnp dprl"r€>d that th€>re
were twu plans abodl'd, but he stated that
only one was used (Hans Natterott).

(f) [oromunlr,1t1nns Arrordlnq tn thp
inforM,Hion (r()lll H.G. Linke, Wireless OperHor.
two aa messages (600m. 500kc,) were sent out
before the action with ~Sydney". position being
given as <'fins, 111"[, They were nnt In regul,lC
communiratlon with C,prman statiOn'S. had no
fi~ ..d wave' length fOl' recei.,n'.l news and
messdges whicn were obtained from various
stations. ,",essagl"s from rapt.ur('d ~hips were
jammed with pre>s notice~. figures &c. The
position of meeting with a supply Ship was
drtl"rminpd fum Germ"ny ,IS they did not
communiCHe dil'ectly with the ship. There was
a staff of 18 operators, 4 N.LO. 's, 1 s€>nior
P.O. dnd ooe )fflcer.

>lireless apparatus consisted of lelefunken
and orl"ntl. and also small S1€>im€>os parls.
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from ~nother prisoner of w~r (IOmmers) the
HHPment wH receivpd thH thp raldpr
comrounic~te~ ~irect will) Berlin, Kiel d'l~

Wilhelmshafen by short wave, and there were
no radio ba~p~ betwppn the ,hip and Gprmany.
The wd.e·lenglhs vdried from IS to SO nletre~.

according to weather conditions.

The ship had eight sets for picking up news.
Commands were rece1.ed on .arlous lenqtlls;
they ~imVly tried dll tile ~et~ until ttley
found the Wd.e length that g~ve tile clearest
~iqndl. No acknowl('dqm('nt of ~19nals from
Germ~ny WdS mdde through their ~igndl~ were
acknowledged in code tram Germany. Iwice a
month tlley commLlnicated with r,prmany, mf',~aqp,

being long dnd ~Ilort {40·100 groups of ~ letter
eachl.

According to Sub lleuten~nt Bunjes, letters
wPrf' t,lken h()mf' frQm the At.1.1ntic hy ,10 nrdlnuy
cruiser. but the ere" "ere not ~llo" to send
letters by the Id~t ship to leave them. "not her
Prisoner of war, {Scll"elerl st~ted that they
,hould havp rHP1.pd .ails by t..1nker~

~Stan~drd" and ··[gerl~n,;". but these "ere lost.
According to the Sdme "'tneH, "Al~tertor".

met ,non aft.H entrrlng the Indian Ocean,
took mai I home.

(g) P1SgIJ1Ses. Ihere were various devlces on
bo~rd for the Illsguise of the ship, e.g. A
second funnel ~nd addItional masts, but the~e

"ere apparently not usell, the only disguise
employed being aChleved bY the use Of paint.
Generally. the fact thdt Ole railler wa~ built
on DutCh I inps and flp" th" DutCh flaq provided
,ufficient d;~~ui~e.

(h) Personnel. lhe ship was commanded by
Freqatten.Kapitan, A.G.T. Dettmers. The total
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number of the ship's company is reported to
hav~ been ~bout 400. The number of sunlvors
landed in lIestern Australia was 31~. in addition
to two Chinese picked up by H.M.A.S. "Vandra.··
The shlp's company was or<~al1ised into four
Divisions or about '10 men each. lhere were
two se~men divisions, one or Ill~rhanlcs and
one of general dec~ h~nds, according to the
statement of Jorgensen. The men were paid at
home. only poc~et money belng paid on board
for use in the Canteen.
The role compiled by the Military Authorities
who have charge or th~ prl soners shows the
Comm~nder and twenty other officers, fifteen
warrant offlcers and J~I "other ran~". Of
these 6 Warrant Offlcers and 77 of the Ship's
Company were lost, apparently a11 but thr~e

belng droomed when the shop was <Ibanduned,
the exception belng three killed In the engine
room which received d hit fro~ the MSydney".

7. PREylOl!S MOWltNTS.
(a) Ihe voyage at the "Kormor~n " "Kormoran"
left Gotenhafen near Oantzlg on 4th December
1940. Grand I\dmiral Raeder giving the crew a
farewell ~ddress. lhe ship see..s to have steered
north along the Norwegian coast round the
north of Scotland h~tween Iceland and
Greenland. and P,en down into the- Atlantic
where she oper~ted until May. 1941. During
these opernions the following ships were sunk:

"Antonls" 03° 5. 30°1/ 13th J~n~ary

"Britlsh Un10n~26°36 11,30°15°1/ 18t h J~nuary

"Africa Star" 08' N. 15' II 28th January

"lurylochu5" 8"15°11. 25° 1~"11 29th January

"Agn1 u~ 04'11, 23" II 23rd Md,.~h
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In M"y ~K01'mordn~ entered the Indian Ocean,
hdv1nq rendezvoused with ~ ship "Al:sterufer"
i'l ltle ext feme south of the Atlantlc. The
Hldence dlso implies d meetinll with another
ship ~Alstertor" dLlrlng this period, but there
is considerable confusion between ~Al stende1'''
and ~Alstertor" and sometimes between
"Ilordmark" and "AI stHuff'r".

In the Ind1dn Ocean "Kormoran" proceeded to
the Bay of Bengal. Off MadrdS an attempt was
made to lay mines, but the ~ppearance of what
was apparently a British auxilIary cruiser
forced the ~K01'm01'dn" to hur1'y dway w1 thout
laylnq the mines, her superior speed enabling
her to avoid actual contact with the British
ship. This WdS in June Of July.

Aller leaving the neighbourhood of MddrdS
two sh1ps werl' sunk, the "Vl'leblt-, a Vugo
Sl"v ship, f,-o_ which few were saved, as she
tried to escape, and "Mareeba-. l"ken the
same evening, from which all the crew were
sdved. It was during this stage that -KnrlllOran­
sighted tbe only ldnd ~ ...... " in the w!'Ole C1'ulse.
~ngano I s Iand of Sumatra near the Strd i t oi
Sund.1, This Is dpparl'ntly the nearest that
Lhe rdider Cdme to Australian COdSt untll thl'
encounter with tbe "Sydney", A brief refit
was carried out at sea somewhere in the centre
Of the Ind1an Ocean, after which Kormoran
proceeded nor til to the neighbourbood of the
Maldive lsldnds where "lmbirlkos- loIas sunk,
and this WdS the laH ship sunk.

In Octube" d ~e<;o!ld refit was c~r1'1ed out
whlll' th~ ship was In lhe centr~l part of the
!ndidn Ocean out of sight of ldnd. Following
on this refit a rendezvous was made with
-~oh'erland". Pr1~on"rs Uk"n In thp lnd1.ln
Ocean loIere tr"n~ferred Lo Lhi~ ~tlip fo1' pdssdge
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to Germany, and thPre ~'~rp thus no pri soners
ahoar~ ,n the time of the action with the
Sydney,

,bl[urther dnall~ wIth regard to
ShIpS encountered,

B.-fore sinking: tile first ,hip (the Greek ship
Antonisl several neutral ships wrre slqhtf'd.
According to Sub-Lieutenant Bunjps all the
prill'S WPrP pmpty ship, a'id therefore not
w{)'th tdki'lg home, though one is descrlb.-d as
loaded with t1mb.-r aod therefore hard to sink.
Sllh·Lleutenant Bu":es dt {) re,ponsible for
the Hdlement that th~ "lmbfrlcos", on the
Mombassa-[eylon rOLlte OhH the MaldIves, would
have eH,1p.-d had ,ht''' I hdO dll her light~

on. A1l0ther statement said that f t "as
apparently th.- lprofnQ )f the door, which
,hawed ,1 light dnd Y"v~ dWdY the ~hip's

p(sltlon.

111<:' lo~s of life aboard the "~elebH" Is
explained by the tact that th~ ,hlp failed to
stop wh.-n flrdPred fO do 'iO, dnd the", wilen
,ht' caught fi,e d, the re~u1t of the raider's
detion, the crew lost theIr heads. Only one
wooden boat was Inw~rf'd wfth nine men in it.
and thl, was picked up.

Three exphnatlons were oftered for the small
numhH of slnk1ngs Htually {~rrled Qut by
the ··Kormordn·':

(11 That of the copta1n In whien hI' HHE'd
thot thE' pOlIcy wos by cl ~m~ll number of
reguldr sinking~ to cause Interruption to
tne flo" of tr,ldf', wnilE' not unduly rhking
the t'x1stence of tile raider:

(2) lhe necessity of letting certain ,hIps
go by so a~ not t dlsClt ,t' the pre~enle of
tht' r~ider:
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(3) The difficulties caused by the efficiency
of modern WIT;

(4) Thl' p(fpcthl'npss of thl> Rritish convoy
system.

The "A1rica Star~ and ~Eurylochus". were sunk
on the same day. or within a few hours· and
according to one stHement, the sinking of
the "Eu,-ylothuS" was the result of a re,ponse
to the distress signals of the former ship.

(e) Statement by the Chinese. Shu Ah Fah.

Four Chinese taken from the ·Eurylocus~. sunk
by the ~Kormoran~ on 29th January 1941, were
rptainl'd ahO,1rd thl' raidpr as laundrymen. Thl>
SlHement by tt,e C!,inese Shu All fah contair,s
many specific details which arc not supported
by "thl'r Hidl'ncl'. HI' would m,1kl> thl> n(,mhl>r
of SUbmarines met and refuel leu by the
"Kormoran" ~s from twenty to twenty three,
and the numh"r of minI'S carripd as approxim,ltply
four hundr'ed. He aho tells of l!,ree uther'
Germdrl raider's CO'oper'atin~ with "Kor'mord""
in the Indi~n Ocean. His story indicates regular
rpndelvous in turn in thl' Carolinp Is1.1nds,
the route followed from the Indian Ocean being
a wide sweep to the South of Australia.
rt'turnlng by the same route. He spoke of a new
ship which was to Ip,HP Gprmany ahout ?5th
December, to rei ieve olle of the raiders
operating in the Indian Ocean. lhl S Chinese
also ,tated that a minefield was laid in the
neighbourhood of Madras and that at the time
of the encounter with the ~Sydney" there were
M mi nes On board. No support for these
statements can be found as the result of answer
of othpr s(,rvivors interrogdted, and It 1s
not therefore considered thdt mUCh wei~ht can
be given to them.



OJppl)' ~h;ps w~r~ met bot~ In ttle Atllntic
Ind in tile Indian 0 ea , I r~t r,lirl.. r ould
I' the Gerll;ln Ada r. ty t sent particular
Hor!!'s in ttl!!',r Ole': s~'p. In one C. ttle
"l'bOatt.!I~b •• ' .. 1'1'1 a"'MW~hara r ..r\
01 tile- 9a_e t~e th.l stllre sh'ps

,nd fllel ,I'IIP\ ..ere " Japan. tM"9~

t~e (aptain and 'h-· pr rs ·!~t'd t~at

• the s~ly sh _ were Ger.. ,

he I,nt supply ~ p aet a ~.a 1 tan'er
-~\,od1l1p~ AlflrecM~" ..~ICh LOGO t ns or
01 ..H recel. ..d. but ." ,hief ~o... rce of
s"pply ..a~ the -'., r< - ,,~ ch .ppelrs to
111.<: Deen .-t t .. 'ce n ,~<: o;outll Atlanth.
rr". tl'll, ~Illp 0'1" lalned and at lhe
~I'cond ooeeting pr \ "er frOOl lhe ~h'p sun.
In ttle Atlantic ...... re tranSlerred. "AIHeruler~

..,s lIIet ither in th 'Atr ... o"tn or tllf'
Athnti{. or In tr~ so~t"Hn part of the Indl~n

O(ea" ("e~r M~d~g~.• r .. rdit1y lO me
wi tness),

IhC Iisl supply ship WIS the -Kulml'rlanrl" or
"K"mmprl,lnd" which so'" .. of til .. prlH'ners
eoMu~ed with the "l\l~ler... fer". ~r'd frolllwllicll
4.000 tons of 0\ I "as tlken abolrd by flelns of
hOte pipes joined tQ9etller in Heltons wlliell
enlbled the fuelling to be done ..ith the ship
,,,, or thrpe tI"ndc<?d .... TrfS ap,rt. ThE' tr~nsfer
of supplIes WdS (;drned 'J ... l lI ... rI"g the lIay
only. t~e ships ~o;ing IOlrt at nIQ~t.

Tht -k.....r1and- t( • t~r prl$oner'. t,ptured
n the !nllian Oe"'an,·.. ..n on or abo ... t 19t~

OCtcbt'r, These sup, y shlD$ Ul1lOd uMlOr
utr.l f1lg\ ,nll t~e -. d~nd- S rePQrted

tc) ha.e had a lin' ted S' at $ TI.g plirltt'd on
th" sid.. ,
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All evidence indic~tes that food suppl ;es
aboard the raider were pleM1ful oJ~ wpr", m"d1c~1

stores. Ihe men picked up after ttoe a~lion

with the -Sydney" 9a~e evldenc" of good f""dlng
~nd the doctor's slatement showed that the
erl'w wHl' kept In health by the use of vit~min

tablets. No fresh ~egH,1bh>s WPC'" obtained
during the ~oyage, dlld according to evidence
obtained by the Military Aulilorities ttlere
was a certaln amount of scurvy. Other
compla;rlt,>. which the doctor had to deal "ah
were prickly he~t ~nd tonsil iUs.

4. Co.operatJpo with pther Iln1ls

It appears that -KormQrao~ geoerally operated
011001'. One prisoner of loI~r st~ted that tile
rald"'rs ,111 h,ld the o~ml' of ~ sl'a-aolm~l or
sea·bird. The "Kcrmoran" started operations
~s NO.4l ~od recei~ed her name when dt sed. In
th", SOI'th Atl~nt1c cootact was madl' with ~

GHmall Warship. -Mmiral Scheer". and the ships
were tOQether for perh~ps two days.

Sooo ~tter the ~Nordmark" was mel for tile
first tll!lf'. The "Kormoran" met "Peoguln" No.33.
<lnd about the same time No.16. described by
one of the prisoners of war as an old ship
"lth one tunoel and ~bout the s~me size as the
"Knrfll(lran". thnugh another wltnl'ss described
it as ,>omewh<lt smaller than the "Kormoran~;

Ihere is no indi~ation that "Kormor~n" made
cnntHt "all ~ny oth"r raider 1n the Indlan
Ocean. Iwo or three U-boats were met in tl1e
Atlantic either in the neighbourhood of Spdin
or so~p~hat further South.

(a) ]he C~pt~ln of the ship w~s guided by
Admirdl Raeder'~ lnstruct10ns to mak~ re9ular
but cumparati~ely smdll sinking in urder to



ddvertise lIis presence, tile poltcy bplnq that
the tnterruptton to tradp flow by thIs aeans
"0,,,111 achieve the objed w!tllo"'t ",nd",ly
endangl!ring thl! raider. AeeordlnQ to a
state-ent or C~ndpr Dptte.rs, the Ad.lral
Hid to lit •. Mlhe "Qrld S yo",r oyster: IIG
IOllere YGU l'kl!. Artie or Anurctlc. but 9l't
rts",lts." The C~nder ,aid further th.t he
had eo.plete ,.rte b'anctll~.•nd .dded

."'<;Ihln91y. "/(G ret ... rOlL Ho uper lIar. M

Pane,.,ger shIps ,,~re hiJlded ,,1"'9 tt the
dlHlculty of disposin9 f the paUI!"'9l!rs and
~-erlcan shIps werl! alsO a, Id~d,

til tinlca] actl .. ~efl uurUfl9 a ,h Clr
afl)' Mr"'Se de g",erre"

~t lfdin.;ry tillll!S the ralCler wore no flag
except when 1101'19 lntO action, and then the
Ger.an flaq was not-ted. Thls "a~ dvnt' by ttll!
aan l>n duty, and the Cd pta ", IOd' yery strict
",pun this point. The proced",re when a ship
IOH enco",ntered was lor thl' r~tdl'r. which
WOLl\d thpn hI' flyin9 lhl' o... t,h flag, to o,ert.ke
the ship, order he, to HUll, at the same tl~e

WdfIlUI!I her lIIaster not to use hls "Ireless,
and ha,ln!! taken o,er thp rrl'W, hlow her up.
H the snips dhl not hea,e to "hen ordered, d
~h"t WdS fired across the bOw~, COlMlaM('r
tk'ttrr.t'rs ~Ut('d df>flnit.ly th~t on no occasion
did he she] ships with P~sSengerS aboara.

At tile ttlll! o! the el'lco~ntrr wHh the "Syaney·,
M~"r"Jf~n· was .,;sllupr~din .. .;S a DutCh Shlr.
thoe M'tr.;dt l'!"l';~~';M. ana befo~e the action
wore the Dutch 'Ia... The Gfo~lI<)n fla<;, unfurled,
.. Is run ...~ to the _astne.d ..edidtely nefore

r dS f re IOas opened.
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6, Use Qf Neutral Ports,

All the prisoners of war insisted that they
had only once sighted land frnm the time they
left Germany to the time they came ashore on
the west coast of AustraliL The only time
that land ha~ heE>n sighted was apparently
[ngano Island near the Strait of Sunda some
time after the Raider has been interrupted
off Madras in its one attempt to lay mines.
While the statement was made that supply ships
came from Japan and from the Carol;.le Ishnds.
the prisoners of war interrogated are
practically unanimous that the supply ship
came from Germany. and certainly that all
supply ships WPre German. There is no evidence
of tile use Qf neutral ports.

e. The Actio!!.

Ihe story of the action between the ~SydneyH

and the Raider was fran~ly told hy the Captain.
rre~dtten Kapi tan Dettmer, and other pri soners.
and the story H told seems to ring true,
thouqh there is no oxplanation on the surface
as to why the ~Sydney" came so close. or why
she came so close before attempting to launch
her aircraft.

At about 1600GII9 the raider in position
approximately 26'. 111·[ wH proceeding
northward at a speed of about ten ~nots (14
~nots according to SUb Lieutenant Bunjes) when
what at first appeared to be a sail was signted
by tne loo~out to tne north on tne starboard
how. (About N. N. t. accord; ng to SUb Lieutenant
Bunjes) Tne stranger was soon identl fied as a
crui ser and Commander Dettmers irnmedi ately
turned away into tne sun (?50·) and increased
to full speed wllicn he estimated at 15 knQb.
lhe cruiser had ohviously sigllted them for



,h, too turne(! dn ~an up on the ~tarboar(!

~uarler at high 5p~ed, repeatedly ma,lnQ thp
~lQnal by (!ayllqht 'amp ~"IJ, for about h<llf
Ml hOLlr. no reply b... ing llIade by tll~ "Kol"llIol"a""
d, the Cumma"der wa~ 0' the oplnlon lhH tht
u~e ot a pow,'rful ',iqnalI1nQ l~mp wuu1d l1a ....
bHrayed hiS idelltity a II wa, at the t,me
posing a, the Outch ship ""traH MalaHa",
and merChant <;hlps did r t Mry "eh I.lmp~.

In addition, he ,,,,id, , :lid nit u'ld"" land
wllat tbe gMI liN meant.

Sume l'me belor the a t.lon wa Jn1npd,
"Kormoran~ broadra<;t C~ '6S, 111£, ··Stradt
Malak'a", and repe"ted il ;e. Pd~hmann. an
!perator, ~tated that thl messaQP wa~ Q1.pn
twlu, about trn IIln"te' b.. fore the dction
begall. It i~ wo"tily f, ~"that a 00 ,n~s,aq~

wa, pilk~d up by IU<,1 "J-:~. at about 1000
G.M.T. on 19th Nov lib'" h"t thp pc"ition ~nd

hip's nam,:. (o"ld n t be lead by the P.O.
TelegrdphiH " ". raldton al~o read a
mutilated time and po~1t; In mC~HQ<' H IOO~71

\9. No O'S were dhlingllLhpd ,1M whpn ~rter

Ipllm111LJt,., th"r",,~, no 'e~etition. a me ,a~e

W~ ,ent oul to ~hips asking if there was
anyt~ing tl report, but no reply was recch<,d.

At a dinani, )f ~h III 7 ..11 .. ~ -(,ydney" made
the ~i~nal by fh bing. "lloIst your SIgnal
letters", in reply -Knrmor,ln- hoini'd PKQI
-Straat MaldHa", 'W the tr"iH'C ,tay between

t~e foremaH and the t~~nrl, but thp f"nrIPl
prE'v"nted th" meHage being cledrly >een on
bOdrd the ·Sydney". \lr,en -Sydney" made the
signal -HoiH your ',lQnal Irtter< (lear-,
Ahlh~ch th" Yeoman f i9nals HHed that he
lengt!I ... "e<J the halyard and drew it towards
the starboard sld<,. It. j rp,lsor,able to suppa,,,
Ibat this apparent i""ff cienCJ in signal-ing
by lbe -Kormoran- wa~ a "ruse de Querr<'- in
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tile 110pe that "Sydn~y" would close to
lnvestjQ~te. for "Sydney's" signal had to he
repeated rontlnuously before it wa~ complied
wi til.

"Sydney" came up wiltl the ~Kormoran" with all
guns and torpedo tubes beuing. and when she
was dpproxlmately ab"am of thc Maidcr she
asKed by fl~gs and flashing "WilerI' bound?"
According to Ahlb~ch thh was spelt in English
by flasl1ing. "Kormoran" answered "Batavia"
and "Sydney" apparently made "IK" which
"KOrmoran" could not understand as in the
1llternational Code th1s means "You should
prepare for a cyclone, hurr1cane or typhoon",
hilt which was In hct the two interior letters
of the secret call s1gn "Straat Halakka" (JlKPl.
10 this "Kormoran" made no reply.

"Sydney" then m~de by fld~hirl9 "Sl1ow your
secret sign". Hav1nq no reply to tl1is the
r~ider captain decided to f1ght. wtl1".h up to
thl~ tim£' he had tried to avoid doing. According
to Alhhach "Sydney" did not order the raider
to stop. and this ~tatement Is made by other
prisoners. but Captain Oettmers mentions an
order to stop immediately before the signal
by searchllqht In plain langoage to give the
secret call.

At about 1700G/19 when tl1<, two ships were
proceeding on parallel courses in a westerly
direcUon at approximately l~ knots. The
"Sydney" being on the "Kormoran's" starboard
beam at a distance of "somewhat more than a
mile" (Commander Oettmers) (or at a dist~nce

of 1200 or 1500 metre~. according to other
prisoners of w~rl. "Kormoran". dropping Mer
Qun-conceal ing plates and Molstlng the German
f1.1g. opened fire with four of her six fHteen·
centimetre guns. (The particulars obtained by
the Mi IHary authori t iI'S upon further enqul ry
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"Sydney's" X and Y turreets [sic) were still in
action, "Sydney" now fired f(lur torpednes,
which "Kormoran" turned to meet, dnd three
passed ahead and one astern, A torpedn fired
by the raider about the same time dlsu missed
Its mark, Roth ships were now on nrc, "Sydney"
bei'lg heavily afire ami(,lShips and on the brIdge,
and down by the bows about si~ feet. The
raider's bridge had been hit but not put out
of action, "Sydney'S" first hlt had destroyed
the radlu and a large fire was burning in the
engine room. Appro~imately half an hour after
fire (lpeno?d tho? action was ovo?r, "Komoran"
was stopped. "Sydney" proceeding in a south
easterly direction at a speed of about five
knots, and throwing out a dense cloud of sll10ke
which some of the prisuners interrogated
thought was a smoKe screen, but loIhich was
probably simply result (If fire. At about 1900
the Captain of the raider ordered his engine'
room personnel and thosp of ship's company
who were not required, to abandon ship,
retaln1ng aboard about 100 men and all hi~

officers. At about 2300/19 Captain Dettmen
do?clded to abandon his sh1p, which was blown
up abuut midnight. The cruiser was still 1n
sight distant about 10 km. when the first
boats left the "Kormoran", and for some time
the glow of the fire Could be seen, Refore
midnight lt had disapueared. no e~ploslon was
heard. According to Bohm (one of the survivors
picKed up "Trocas), three WO(ldo?n 11feboats
and three rubber rafts were launched first
leaving one hoH for those still on hOHd.
COrmlander Dettmers mentlono?d that it took three
hours to get lifeboats out of a hatch because
of tho? lack of power, The motor.hoats h~d

been destroyed alld even if the big boat, which
was carried, h~d not been destroyed, there
was no uower available to move it. Ono? of the



floats coll~psed; men jumped over'bOdrd and
though a number of these were picked up by the
life-boats thH had been launched it would
appear that about eighty were lost.

Commander Oettmers expressed the opinion that
~Sydney~ sank as the result of the punishment
she had receive<l. ~nd thdt there could be no
survivors as the Whole superstructure had been
so smashed. boats on deck must hdVe been
destroyed. while any boats stowed below must
have been burned by the fires which were raging.
At the time that COlllman<ler Oettmen was
preparing to abandon ship the blaze from
MSydney~ was still to be seen. but when he
looked ~round before leaving the ship it had
disappeared. This evidence is supported by
other statements which go to show tllH "Sydrley"



di~dppedred ~_what before .illnighl. dnll thdt
-Korlloran·~· ~inkin9 was hastened by dn
e~plosion alter .Idnight. Tht wedther at the
tl~ "d~ rough. H It hIS been tor t"... or
thr".. days belore the e",ounter,

The first d"f1nlte Infor.. llOO t\l the Out'hl"
.. rId "di recelv"d .at C81bllZtth "t'en the
Tanker -Jroc,n- n"jKlrtf'l! by \til that twenty·
fl.f' ~raan Naval ~" on a floating raft had
llHn phlo:l"'O up in poutlon 26"06 . 1l1'.()<L

D. APP£NO!C£S.

I.

The .c~l u~eful pvldpnce in the enquiry "a~

given oy the following:

8unjes, \tlllh. Christ hn

Ruf, A1Mrt

Sub tieutenant

belonged to
ground staff

on the aircraft

lensch,Rudolph Johann,Wllhel. Over_Engineer

KOhlS, Richard (.11 Adolph Chief Engineer

Kobelt. Paul Petty Officer

linke. Hans Wireless Operdtor

Ahlb.ch. (ricli Slgnaller.Petty Officer

Juergenson or Jorgenson, Otto Petty Officer

Koblitz, Hilns

'11les.ann, Otto

tipinskl, Edmund

A.A. Gunner

s.tilaan, "achlne Gun A.A.

hllar
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Crui~er KORMORAN.

On the J. 12. 1940 we set o~t from Gottenhalen
(near Daolig) aloog the Norwe91an coast,
approx. GS J h~Ye drawn It .... It was settled
In barely half an hOllr. (Probably tills refers
to the sln~ing of the KORMDRAN. but could
possibly refer to time td~en to execute s~etchl.

We ~truc~ by dn unJuc~y hit in the engine
room, and we could not quell (the fire?) any
longer. Everybody to the boats. Yes. but there
were but two bOHs on the deck and yOIl cannot
get 400 men Into 7 boats. lhe other lifeboats
were in the hatchways under the dec~. We had
no electric power so that we could not get

RAIDER N~ 1L



,er ph to t~

a~' t" nes of
by. retere e in
u,~j, the ,tory

the~ Jut by lIea~s Of wlnchl!s. There was a
'J~qPr that the ship" .id bl~w Ull any <,pcond.
e aUH' we a1s(> had $ b~ (In board , ..

lien JlIIIPed overboard. l'\)'°e • flllOngH thell.
Aftu flQhtinQ til • t f ""'"'. I "H
pulled into a ife~' e.I,. ted. After brin9
'I the Do.l fOf !l dH . we were re cued by an

.I!r pl,ne 1 ~ar.!· ,nl!.·' stl'~.... r
p... p•..

~ teo th -en" '.n
rl!SCUI! Is nf;r.ed bl • e
ABr ., P~. -ArT[~~ ; ,
~pec'al obsen.t Qn "hen 01

I loU utll.

~The aPr plan" lIll1 Mt o-e boll ~~

The (, ltnOte at th .. hotlQII )( the page (see
photO) bene.th th... rruw. read,;

~NGLISH SHIPS SUNK.
1947

11th J!nu.fY.
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INSTRUCIIONS fOR INILRROCUING
pRISONERS Of W!B @_ NO 41

·CorllOrant~).

Dl!lliTlli OBJECTIVE IS 10 D8lAlN "'S "lItH
!NrOQIIAIlOII AS POSSI8L{ 011 JrlO. at "'110 OHlER
~IDEB "'NO SUPPLY SHIP "'Cl!VI-[ES.
INTERROGATION ORG!NIS!JIQN'

1M RHlngs ltho are all at Harvey. "Ill be
int@rrogat@d by tw~ tfl.~. fI~h co-oos@d ,f -

I. H.ul OfjH;er In "n,fo"').

2. Interpreters.

Th. lloE'thods shculd be as follc,,-,:

Th@ Naval OfflCoE'r [ndt,un to the O...e~tl<lOln9
Interpreter (A) the points whtCIl it is intet'lded
to cover. ,"'I Then In (levlou~ ways endeavour
to f'~t·raet the answer. Qirett llueHlonlng Is
u~eles~. The BecOr(lin9 Interpreter (II) writes
(lown for the jnfor~atlon of the Nayal Officer
the brief text of the replies thus:

Interpreter

'" (

mILE

N,O. )

o

Interpreter

'"

Prisoner



Hoe ~\l<:ce~~ of llli~ IIhn dependS entirely
Illlon lhe skill of th/! qlleStlonl'r~. and tllp
co,ollPratlon of the te~•.

!NrQgMAJIQ~ REQUIREQ'

(al Move.enls In tile Ina'an lcean bet~~en

)unl' ana "ov~l'r '!'old I' 0 far h" .. ,
H .11 pitllp..

f. Stayed in Indian Oeedn,

Il. ",:"nt SOllth about ,""Hrll f t Pac 11c.

It is l.portant to c ,ar this up,

bl OeUils of Supply Or~anl oil n,

~Uil~ of Heutra' irts Il'fl'd.

d) Strate9;cal Policy.

Tactical action "h~n Uuc~lnq .... rchant
s hlp.

(r Any ruse de '.l<Jprr~ e_ol01l'n,

('" Any infonldtl,," ! O,.. r rald"r

hI Confirmation oj what w~ '""w dt preSent.
(Charts and ~Ilmmarles available.

(I) When, aM wh!"rc, mln('s were hid, and
d"Y special ~thcds elll~loyed, 1''.1. laying
frOIll fast 1I0tor boat~.

It IS of parallClont ilOlIortdnce \lIat parties
wflO are alrNdy se'.lrl'qated re'alns sl:'qrpqatl:'d
\lnlll th, Interrogatl"n has l.o@f'n COlllllf'1pd.
After interrogation there Is no "bje(tlon to
...n returning to the sa-e party II .lIlch fie

"..
I OW AWn

a forcp Is not to be pIllpIOy,d.
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(b) A prisoner llf ,.~r c~nnot b~ forced to ~ive

i~formatin~. but on the other hand It is to
be impre~sed on the prisoner that he is ~ot

~l1oltled to lfe.

The Army authorlties are resro~sible fnr the
custody ~nd tre<ttment of prisoners. If you
~et ~ny compl~ints refer them to the Camp
COl1ma~d<t~t.

It is appreciated that this 1s a dull and
laborious task. It is neverthele~s m(lst
important to get ~ II we can from the prisoners.
Vour effort m~y lead to the destructio~ of
more than (lne enemy supply ship (lr raider.

Officers are earnestly requested to keep
plugging ~1tI~y ~t the job.

flag Officer Commanding

H.H.~. Squadron.

2nd December. 1941.

RE~R ~OMIRAL.

Notes
I ~ Log of Sign.ls. A"",. A.
2 Ibid.
J "Repcrt on to.. of H.M.A.S. "SYDNrr. ~nc~u,. 10 !tn.,. St<:mary

Dt'p,>rt_nt of tile H~>'l' 10 St<:r~IOlY of tile "'dmlr~lly. 12 ~b""'ry

i94l. PRO: ADM 199/7)6. 18101.
4 BoUlt S"",,"ory 110. iJ· DilgulmJ RbI"'••. PRO: ADM 2)4/)24.
S No copy of (hi< p,>'~"ph!la< ,utv!ytd In lilt British ~ord,





5 The German Accounts
of the Battle
Swer.l German i!OC<:>Ull!.s of th. ;>elio" betW<>l!n KmmQ.on and HMAS
Sydnoy nisi:

• Info,mation glNlI<!d from lhe interrogation of Gt!rman prisoners of
...~r by the RAN;

• Intelligence gaIned 110m ,urveillan,. opel.tions by Au,t,.li~n

military ."tll",iti•• of German pri..,".,. during- I ~.i, captivity.

RepoTU b-.l on these sourCes WIlle PilSS<!d by initial and interim signills
to London in November and ~c.mbel 1941. Sub~u.ntly th~ ~'.

synth<!1iso!d into a w,itte" ,eporl made in february 1942 by ACNB to ,h.
Admiralty in London. TM~ reports haV<! been addres,sed in Chapte, 4.

A-ft.f the war a number of w,,\lorn orrounts fmm ~Tm.n SOUT,.,bK~
.~.iLoble. They .te,

• Volume 10 of tlle German Navy', Op,lrOllo~n ulld Ta:I:ti~ publilMd
in Cermany in o..cemb., 1943. l,"n'~t.d the" promulgated in
London in Augu,t 1945. and c!,culated within tile Admiralty On 6
~pt.mber 194~.

• Genn~n rulWSpo.Jler ;oceount published in August 1944 in Gellnilny,
and in Australia in Septem~r 1945. An officiai trami.tion of the
newsPilJle' ;occount was~ in AUS!l.ii" in February 1946.

• The coded ;l(t!on ICpolt and enginc loom tog found on ~tlOO~

aftel his allemple<! esc.pe ;n january 1945. Thi. waS ci".""l.ted
within the Admi,atty on 7 August 1945. The docullumt was released
10 Ihe public domain fi~t in Britain in the 1970s. and then, with it<
coded groups. in Australia in the 19QOs.

• Detme~s ;occount in his book. 71", RaideT KOTmOTon. translaled into
English "nd published in london In 1959,

Ole Filhrt des Hllfsfkreulers "Schiff 41"
j",t iI. the Royal navy p"blishrd !>.olli••"mmarie.. so lh. G.rlllan N.vy
published Opo!rotionen und Tattit, ,,~ries af publications intended 10



In IW••,Hydr>oy M

de"I·... wilh tM llCtivil~ oI.uIili.ory- tTUilM' \.hl(h\ will "'~p tM
lIltn ., tM front ilCqlWnled with tho ....1 [Qune of ~nu .nd gl....
thelll the opporturuly of atlIUlnllg Yal~blf lnkl....llon hom 1M
e~pelieflcn C'Oi\ooo:tfd lhernn t-..-d, lhe li.trthf< ." .ffort _ -. By
Itioliho Genwas fwd puIllished fou, voIu_ of Opto-"lioMflurrtl r"l.lil
o:ontmlHIf ,,,,derl. "'" ootu"l6 W't, Iblto 5, "'"~ tJ{ 1M
AwtI1icrry o,,1Ht -sl!lp 16" (NI,,'f1;u); 1obW 6. 1IIt Ib)oo~ vi 1M
~ry o"iMl' ·Ship))" (1'i"",,~J; !bIu.', r7lor _ ....~ '"
lile AlI~ihclry Ctwut.- -sJnp 10· (ThO'r}: IPId Ibltolllt & 1IIt 'Ir1ra~ rf lht
AlIQliory ClI.iMl' -sl!ip 1J· (ffidde».

OttwrJ sem 1m copltS of his 'log or _cWty llD.mlnsul.enu. mol
tbe "'sl insul_nt, .bich 'uccllt'd ~I"'ny Yia tbe Rlpply ..top
J1JlIwJ.bId, _cLlted 24~ 1941. ThiainaUl_.-:hfd Gft-.ny
SOlllft!JIlt bdort 30 ~ 1942. Kowftr. though lho ~.-ns bltw
thf1lll!lh ligrwlsint~ ....t had IwI'Ptf'"l tox.w-anand~,
It.y wked su.ftlao:nt infGf~n to Cll.~e tlw .tlro.nt Wliu_ at
/lJlM!nontllu,.j l'lr.tti~, Thtn, solllt'tlme In 1941, SldIrit H~ben (some
oKt"OIlntJ wrongly 'P"" h............ HubbmJ, "hn _Ihe S«On<I5U""eon
of the ,_"". Rlu.ntd hom A""uili.o 10 ~,,,,,,ny undt. a prOOrw.
of ucharqi! "'he..... It IQS not po:Wblt to aSM'UIn ITom the i1ntIsh
•• ~hi s pUKisely "hen \>e did so, no, ..helhe, ot\>e,s ..e" .Iso
tlChan!lfd In Ihis .ay, HO~I. H~bben Mdfntly smuggle<! out of
A""t ..U. "" ol«ount of ,he ;oct",n hI!' ....n the two lh,I's. "hieh the
Gl',m~n n•••1lull usN to compl.t.,hei, ilCcount 01 tile VO'/ige 01 the
!lolm"ron.

As. docl"', Ibbben', ilCl;on st~tion """,Id, ,'"umahly, h.... bten in.
shelleled po,alon bel....n dKb.OO SO helOu not an "JfWilne.. 10
tile .....01$ in tile ,eport, which he canltd. H.bben', ,.port, howeve.,
contained doeullo of tilmn<jS, dist.1nct1 and POSItions, .Ilich could only
Iw.... betn "'pplied by Dt!meT. and, unless tltt cIoctot had a ...ry 9'JO(I
_ry, Detlllf~ lUll! h.ave <10M so in writi"4. The~...n na"al,t.1ff,
IlSltIg Detmtrf prtYilKlS instal.lllmu. tbtl. own signals intel!igence.
H.bben', report,.nd.t IN$t """ other lette. conlaUll"4 deI...1s of the
action.. .lUch fwd .bo .uclwd t~ fr_ AlIIt••Iia. ,..... compWtt!d
lI:tIu_ 10, .hicb _ pubIiohed in ~be.- 1941. SlncellWS ..men
for llUemai COJIP,III(ption illd at a tuDe when IlWIy Gtraans ot:ilI beIltooed
Wt they .......""'"'l the QJ. theft -.Id _ 10 be no re_ to be



0' r...blkate within Volume 10. which may the,efD,e be eonside,ed a
,eliable wi,,,e<s of lhe eIIents which i, deso:ribel.

Copies of 0Wlatianen und Tdti* we,e captared by the British at
tlle end of wo,ld w~, II and taken to London. TMy we'e lab~aently

,eturned to Ge'many. but mie,ofiche copies _,e ,et";ned by the Ibv.l
Hi>to,iaIBranch, In addilion, • translation of 0WlOtiOl'len und To*ti*
Volume 10 wa5 made by th,c< Third Offtce~ WRNS, bmpton. Fagg and
Hole o"d eirealoted by the Oi,.dO' of Novol l"t"lUge"ce in Aagust
1945. A COllY of the original Genna" document hal been located. as
well a, the t,~n5Iation. The inl,oduotD'}' pages and lhe aerount 01 ,lie
fight with Sydney, according to the Rampton-fagg.Hale translation, read
as follows:'

MOst Secret:

OPtRAIJONS AND lACflCS

Evaluation of th~ Important event~ in thp
n~.al war

Boo~ III

The Voyage of the aOJlill~ry croiser ~Shjp ~l"

l~Kormoran~)

Lieutenant Commander Detmer~ (Commander from
1.4.41)

Berlin. Oecemll~r 1943

Supreme Command of the Na~y

(D~partm~nt of war scl~nce)

Tran51Hed by: 3/0 Rampton

Checked by: 3/0 Fag9

3/0 Hale



Co tonIng 'llh Octobl'r 1'.140

.) frO_ G<Jte"~dfe"

bJ IrUII :'Uv,ll'.ler

S,nkln!l )1 the shIp

)"

'"
~ lOr ]9'0

ember 1940

Dur.t on of the vo,..'J~ Ir". Gotenh.fen
J~l d.y

\,ink 10 -erch.n Sh II ; ~6.974 '.IrQ 5
registered ~

Pr1'lI ~hlp I __relunt flip; \ .10'.1 II' '0;

r~9IHtr"d r

II _erch,n\
gr055 re9i~tered

68.l83

I cruise.b.o tc

[list of COntents olrlJttlld1

Prehce.

1M' "orks contaIned 1" tN" ,o;orll'S "OIlP.aLlons
.IId Tol(t1C~" dealing with tne .ctiylties of
auxiliary cru1sers will keep tnt men III the
(r(."t ,cQu.lnted with the re~l course of e_e"ts
.nd give lM_ the opportunity \II "Quiring
valuable Inlcrllatlon frolll thl' exper1l'llces
col1ent'd lnertin low,ros the further war effvrt.

tor the tl ..e beIng the prestnUtlon .uH
prlndpal1y be confined to the 'clual 'I'production
olr lhe oper.lion ~nd t~n ul ~nd@rU~in9~ of
.~xjll.r)' cruisers. A crltlul e....inltlo" of
holne<l l'.enu fOlloll~. onl)' "~f'n t~ls Il'S
d"f 1t,,1)' po~~;b'e at the ttlle j the hlppe'linq}.

A re lable flnll op1nlo . lI'Sl'd on III the
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e~idence, incl~ding that of the enemy, from the
critlc~l historic~l point of view, must be
reserved for further con~ideration.

•• • •

Details of ~Ship 41" and her armament

(formerly motor vessel ~Steierm~rk" of the
Hamburq.Americ,lPl line, built in i938 by ~r\lPPs

Joint Stock Co, ~Gerlllania" Shipyard.)

lonn~ge: 9400 gross registered tons.

length: 157m: Beam: 70.2111; Draught: 8.BIII.

Speed: 18 knots (at the beginning or the voyage).

Driving power: Diesel·electric. two engines (or
two propellers.

Oi 1 storage, 5,200 tons.

Potential range: 70,000 nautical miles (at 10
knots)

Artillery:

Torpedoes:

Hines:

Aircraft:

Armament:

6 15cm sem1-~utomHic Cl13.

2 3.7cm A.A. Guns (twi n mounted)

l adapted 3,7 ant j ·tank guns.

, 2cm A,A. machine-guns Cl30.

J double·tube '" each side.

J sinQle·tube '" each side,

Ground (THill and moored mines (fHC)

2 HArado~

Hi sce 11 aneous: I loS. Boat.

••••



Pagt 30 of orlglncil

The ~uPP'y ~hlp ~Kul~erlana~ whiCh had put out
fro.. Kobe on 3.9 with appro~l..,tely 4,000 t.
fuel otl. witlllubriuttnq 011, .lIlu -.E>UI and
~tctuals enouqll for 6 ~onlh~, wa~ due to reacll
pO'ltlon ~Karlu~~ ~~tj~ atter 12.10 (lea~lng

1l~1II11'al4nd and AustralIa ta the tnt and Soucll)
and ~lIe wn then to .. ~e for tile rendel ~ou,

"Sul11" 121" 30' S. 81· 3D' (,J If ,he han not
encountered ·al~ after a aalt of 10 d4yS. Thls
Ihlp had beell ordered. afttr ~upplying: ~Ship

4'·. to del her tile prl,oner, ta_ell over fr_
the Ullt to the bIoc_adp brea_pr ~SpreewaId~.
and then to return to Japan. She wa~ to rendel­
voI'~ ·Spreewald". 01110 wa~ putling out fro.
~Oalren~ en route for BordUu~, It the end of
October It. poInt ~outh of the ~rr1endly l~le~~

(~B.lbo·: 28' 30' S. IS' 2' 1/.) NI)thin9 of note
during the voyaQt tl) the place I)f rendel ...ous. A
northerly course was follo_td on 9th OCtObpr as
far as 20' south in the starch of the cal_
weather, necessuy for tile cleaning of the ship's
bOttOll, fhls work was completed on 12th OctODer.
The Shtp starttd on her journey to "Marlus~.

~Kulmerland'. Captain Pschufider ["Pf:lChunde~ in the
orlg:inaIGelman~!5ionl. came intO sight dt 1000 on
16th October.

Both ships -ove(l off to 300 nautIcal .lIes North
.n(l the delivery of 011. ~lctu.ls, and stores,
n well as the surrtn(ler of prIsoners waS started
on 18th October. These were finished On 18th
October. "lhls replenlsh.ent was ~ery

satlsfactory,· accordIng: to the ship's log:, ~we

reeehed everything that we reQuired. Things
han Dcen provIded that "e "ad not even dared to
"ope for. Co-operatIon "ith ~Kul-erland· was
very good. Captain Pfschu"der put hi_self "eart
and SOul lnto tillS Job, with tile result tllat
.bsolutely no frictio" oeeurred.~
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After havin9 received 3.32St. of fuel oil. ~41~

had altogether 4,45St. of luel; this means that,
usiny 20t. per d<ly, it would last until 1.6.42.
The posilion as regards victuals was also assured
up to the same ~atP.

0" 26th October the auxiliary cruiser anno"nced
~Kulmerl~nd's" departure.

lhis w~s the last mess~ge received in Germany
from "Ship 41".

Satt)!! wah the Cruiser "SYONEV~

. Slnking of bath ships.
Ihe last excerpt from the ship's log. which was
carried home by "KI,llll('rland~ closed on 24.10.1941
with the followin9 entry:

"Thanks to the rapid completion of the
replenishment, I hope to be bHk in the
operation area before the next new moon
period."

from this it is appears that the auxiltary cruiser
returned ta the area north 01 20' S after
"Kulmerland's" departure. In actual fact. however,
the Commanding Officer had decided to lay mines
olf Perth. as w~s shown by the detailed report
of the operatian, given by the ship's doctor,
Or, H<lbben, whO had only recently returned home
on a P.o.w. exchange, Shortly before the carrying
out of this task, however, a message had been
received referring to a convoy, which was supposed
to be setting out from Perth under escort of the
heavy cruiser "Cornwall~. This report made the
C,O. decide to give up the mining operation off
Perth and ch~nge his ~rea of operations northwards
to the vicinity of Sharks Bay.

In this area. in 25" 34' S and Ill" (, that is
aho"t 130 nautical miles S.W. of Sharks 8ay.
bat tIe was engaged between the aux il i ary crui ser



•
'"'".

In_~11

and thl' A,,~trallan cr,,'~er "5J(jney~, durlnQ the
tOu' " wniLh both nlp~ went d<.~· .

... ~. ~u'l retel.ed· fir t rl'purt of a
~at'I' in A"'··a" ••aar, on 24.11. 0"
.y tne .... T stat' " e' )yd~ey ~r.n~.lttea

r~"e,' of ar "n~n ~ ~rnI po t Uh r" to
~n ~! .. l""r. ~ ep -t de'olls f battle

p', n.-e.~ 'l.t ere 'rp ~u,.;.o's.~ The
sto'J .a~ on J ear ~ a 'r. 4.J$ lit"r

"ro- a" All.lr.lt, re " r 26,::. wnilt> wu
de pOWr "30.1.. Til _eaa 1$ 10 .. ~:

Pag'" J} pf wJQlnal

- rul$I" ·,yll 6 d.y~ .erl,," I ..
'r"'Mantle. S·e .. t el" ... 'nQ Ir.. escort

t;e~. It S be It.ell that She san~ an
en Ill)' raldl'r. Out Ihl! rl'port' on the fite

r thl' "<;Jdnpy" .r .. U len"n. A Ilrlti~h

tdn'l!'- tL" .fl "'e GerlMn 'lava
per$onnel IrO'" a rubber dlnCllly. Plhf'r~

..~re ~l'l'n In I Ifp·noatS of whICh two were
rf'ported to have 1.11<.1",<.1 '" Wl!~t A,,~ lr~ I i a.
It ~eell~ thot tile ~S)'dneJ· w~s burning
when It wa$ I~~t ~ecn bJ thl' r.prmans.-

/Is at thiS time, 30th No •. thprl' wa~ only one
dLlxl1lary cruiser ~Shlp ~1·. still at sea, and
she wo~ operdtinQ in the waters In question, thp
au~111ary (r,,1s~r lI<?ntioned as h•• lng been ~ullk

by the ·Sydney· could only refer to this ship.

Hf'rf' j,lIows thp text of Ihe rellOrl .....ntloned
abov~. by Dr. Habben en the attion:-

-At obolll 1600 ho"n on No.e-ber 19th, 1941,
In a 1l0sHlo" ?6'~4'S, and 111'[, the
~kor-oran~ ~leeri"9 d course of 25' at
-ooerate 5pef"d. ~111hted ahUd a plUW' of
S-oK~ out of which q"I«ly e-ergell d light
tr"j~er bearing d;rectl7 on the ~kOrll(lran-.
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The auxiliary cruiser turned to port on a
course of 260·- > and hurried !way from the
crulser!t hi~h speed. steaming H 18 ~Mts.

This course w~s aga1nst the sun, se! !nd
wind. The cruiser took up the (hasf' and
drew near at a speed of 25 knots. There
followed a long exchange at s1gn!ls during
Which the auxiliary cruiser hoisted the Dutch
flag. All signals sent by search. 1 ight were
answered by flag, !s is the custom in
merchant ships, The commander of the
!uxiliary cruiser quite consciously, and
'11th great c!lmness, !llowed the signal
traffic to develop durlng which time he
either hoisted the flags incompletely or
else the flag "not understood~ in order tu
gain time and allOW the CTI,iSf'r to close
within a very short distance. The Connander,
in eMly deliberations, h!d envisa~ed in
theory a situation such ~s thls and he now
put hls pl!n into practic~.

Toward 1730, both ships were steaming!t 14
knots on a coursc of 260·, the d1 stance
apart on the beam belng 900 metres. ~Sydncy"

was to starboard of "Korllloran". Ihe enemy
Commander apparently took the auxiliary
cruiser to be completely harmless. Ihe ship's
!ircraft, which previouSly had been swung
out on its cat!pull. w~s swung back and
stopped. The 9uns too, only seemed to be at
half readiness, The only thing that was
left out during the reciprocal ellchange of
signals was the giving of the secret c!llsign
by the auxiliary cruiser. The answer was an
order to remove camouflage which was carried
out ln the record time of 6 seconds. At
this order the Man of Wa,' ensign and the
COnYn~nder's pendant were hoisted and the
DutCh flag lowered. The e~sign was h,Hdly
bro~en before the f1 rst shot fell frum the
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(lr~t \IlIn. Th;~ fell ~~ort bllt t~ s~cond.

, ul~o fro. three! (jlln . hl1 thl' €"~y.~

brldqe and cootrol t ..er, ~Sydoey" flred
hl'r flr~t ~dl~c ,1MO~t at the ~I~e tl-. a,
~Korllllra"·~· ~ecood. b"t It fl'lI r,r beyond
the ,,,,,lllary rrul$.r. Korll(>r,o'~ lhlrd ~.lvo

h\t the ene-y·~ ~e~ nd t"rrel. Inc roof of
_hlch wn Ilftl."d liP' prhl'ntl'd th. f rH
t"rr~t Ira. ~_lo;lno. Thl, ..,,,t lh'l the
fO".y ""d Only h , t_o ,ftl:r turr~ts

,~,il'ble. Th~ ~lllp's .lrcraft .•"1eh h'd
....st ~en ~""ng 1.' I~d ~tlrted ~P. "'s
d"Hroyed by d d reet hit. Alter a
_lrr~spoodiog ti.e I torp..d('l flrt'd (re.. the
~l:orllllra"'·~~ 5urboard <IbQ,e ",t~r llioe hIt
-Syd"'ey'~~ bQ"~ jll~l in frOnl 01 the flr~t

t"rret. lh~ torpedo tore. \Ire.t hole in
tile ~h1p'$ $ld~. She ~,n. d~eply by th~

ho", ,"'d ror , ..o~,.,t it ~eellO('d .s if she
"ere <joi"'g to br~a" \lp. Ihl~ "'durl'd
coosidHably thc spcf'd of thl' I'o,,",y. The
3./c•• antl·tank qun "ndtr the brid!J~. ,,.,d
thl' ?c_. antl·~ircrdrt YIIII .dued conslduably
to the fire of the heavy gun~. lhpy h1ndHed
the enemy trom Toadlnq tht torpedo t\lbe~.

',;hlcnlJl~~ contInually being _ttempted. and
frOlll 1I~I"'g 1IgM "edoons and e,ldent ly call~f'd

maoy casualtjc~ amooqH the per~oPlnel on
the control posjtlon~ of the cruiser.

The ene'lY only answered our fire with $lngle
$hot~ fro. th(' 3rd and 'th t"rrtU. 10 central
(Ire control e,idently no lonQer existed.
Tht~t turrets succeedf'd In reqhtfOrin\l J
hlt$ on the -Kor-or.,.,-. "hlch rt<jrett.bly
h.d $erlous Co"stoueoct~.

Th~ first shell Wl"nt throu\lh tne runoel.
e_plodl'd to If't'oOard: the SOl ;ol~rs pe1IttrdteCI
the W'T roOll ,od kl ltd two rat1tIQ~.
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floe ]2 of orjgjnal

Th~ 5~cond d~stroy~d the .~~t II.ry cr~ls('r's

botl('r roOll ilnd iI nl'arby otl·b~"kl'r. Th~

ordindry dnd th~ to•• tire exttn;~lsher5

wer~ p~t o~t of actton thrO~lIh thll n>~~ltilnt

dl'str~(tton.

Th~ third de.olhhed the tr.nsforllers of
the .. in ~ngine jn~t.ll.tton,

The fo~rth shot, a d~d, ..o~ndl'd Sl'~l'r.l

ratings on thl' third ']~n, whO at~r di~d

fr~ their inj~rte~.

The res~lls of the hits Wl'rl' serlo~s. A big
ftre broke out in thl' en']ine with d gre.t
d~dl of ~I;e.nd ..ny electrlc.l dl$char']e$.
Ihro~gh the loss of thl' transfor-.:ors the
.. In I'nglnl'S Sll)~d charging <lnd ttle engines
r<lced furiously. The ftrst engineer, the
electrical enlltnpPr dnd 14 I'ngtne rOOlR petty
officers .lnd ratings sl<lked everything to
fight the fire and to bring ord~r tnto thl'
Illchtne tnst.ll.ltnns 'Qaln. Thl'Y had to
pay for thts effort .. tth their 1 iYI!S <lnd
neYl'r .lgain came u~l of the engine room.

Sydney ...ho thro~gn reductlon in speed had
settled sltghtly Istern. no.. trll'd to rail
IrOIl astern tn(' KorllQran who "<IS out of
control. She ...lS prevented in ner intention
by ..ell-plilced fire. plrticularly frOIl Mo.S
9~n, Sydney t~rned ro~nd astern of the
Kor.. ran. and ste<l.ed slo... ly, at .bout 5 or
6 knots. to...ards the south. In stl"1I1ng
....y Sydney ft red <I torpedof1S froll the
~tdrbodrd tubes. all of ...hlch IItssed the
t.rget. Thl' nE'xt torPl'do p.55" KOrllOr<ln
.bout 150.. <lSlern.

The enellY ....hose turrets r~lned swung
round to the port side .....S h~.Yily ~hell~



by the art I Ilery )j the au,,1 I iary crul ser
while ~he was lIa'i~Cj orr. Salvo after
Hho hit the ~lIip ".rticuhrly on the
water line ...hlcll ..as pepperCClwlth holes.
The auxiliary crul'er's Cjun~ wo;orl' shQ<-,tlnCj
at the rate 01 4-~ uhoes pu secund and
had. by thr e~d ., the enCjaqc~nt. fired
~OO rounds of III(e'dl.r, ~hells.

The .u,,11lary JU· ~r'~ .rtilhr, "l.yed
tile IIreatest part " .. ,plnq out tile ene-y.

T(.ard 1800 ho"rs. as dar~nl.'SS f~II, the
ene-y burn1nCj fler ely with a S~rle~ of
clploslons on bJ.rd, ran out Of effective
ranCj~ of thl' cruiser's quns 10' "'II on the
port quarter Of ror-oran and dhapp('ared
slowly over t~e hodzon, To·..rd~ 2300
an"thl'r final qlarl' .as sern, It can be
.Huned that tI, • "as the t Ilt' thn thl'
cruiser went down,

lhe fire on board Kormoran had ~anWhile

~prf'ad, oecausl' it was Impossible to nllht
it now that the flrf' p.tlngulshf'r~ had
been destroyed. Tlu;' ~·rew. except for the
gun crews. were ordered by the Commander
to abandon ~hlp. As some 01 the lifeboats
were In the p.rt Of the ship that was on
fire, it was necessary to use rubber
dinghies .nd rafU as 011'11 a~ 11fl'·boHs
as I lIe.n of ~av;n!l the crew. [n the
flr~t hatehway werl' 1 ste~1 life·boats,
which still had to be lowered overboard.
Ihts entailed ~peclal difficulties.
because there was no lIachlnery available
to raise the heavy boats. The 9un trew~

whQ stayed behind sutteeCec with tackle
.nd other aid~ in gettlnq th~ boat~ out
of the hatcllway to the ..,;I'n9, where
th~, were thro..~ O,Prbolrd, Ihe Doats
throu9h their rel,.tli ity. their stabiltty
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in strong sea, and their good engines,
have pdrticul~rly proved thpir worth in
this rescue.

About 20 men wHp lost in the action.
Unfortunately about ~ further 60 of the
crew were drowned when abandoning ship,
because a large and crowded rubber dingily
burst and th\' cr\,W were pitched in the
darkness 'nto the rougll se~.

While the ship was being abandoned th\'
fire drew dallgerOlJsly near to the cargo
ot mines. It was necessary for someone
to find out how long personnel could remain
011 board untll there was a danger that
tile ship would be blown up by its minI'S.
Rotzin and Ordinary Seaman Schleppergrell
particularly distinguishpd themselves in
this connection. It w~s found that it
was unjustifiable to remain any IOTlger
on board.

At 0010 on 20th November. therefore, the
Commanding Officer ordered his flag and
pendallt to be lowered and put i"to the
Captain's lifeboat.

At 0015 the C.O. left the ship, which at
0035 sank by the stern. l3efore this, in
one of the magazines which coullJ not Ilave
been properly flooded because the control
had been destroyed, an explosion took
place, and following on this. after the
cargo of mines had detonated. the after
part of the ship blew up in the air.

Page 33 of original

This successful action on tile part of
Kormoran was made possible by several
cardinal mistakes made by tile enemy.



The ene.y o.itt~<l U HOp th@ 'Slllp, whicll
was to be tnvl''SttgH@(\. He drew ,ltO\letller
too clo'Se to this ship ,nd did not u'Se
lli1 ll\lllt .upon~ at ,II. The1e
clrcu.suncl's .,(I@ it eHier tor th~

lor-or,n's (o_,,,der to carrying ill'S
d,ring phn, whlcll w's sudd@nly to ,ttack
tile SUpl'rtor (ruls@r,

During tll@ nl~"t th@ weatller freshened
and tll@ bons were driven apart and ..de
for tile Australian (OaH In ieparHe
groups. A co,stal steamer, whiCh picked
up on@ 1He, bon, \lave tile fl rst news of
tile act ton, Ih" news ~et In .l;lt!l;ln an
"xten~lve ~eareh by the Australian N~vy

and Air roree. [he seHch Ilad a gr<1tl(y1ng
1uccess, In that all the llfe·boats and
rafts of KONll()r,n were found. Of tile Sydney
not one surVlvur l;lr the 1lightest bit of
wreckage lias ever been found (root note:
Tile 11lip had a crew of 41 offlcer1 and
603 .en). Kor~r.n·s astounding success
was not bel'eved ,n AUSlnlh. In clle
opinion of Australian specialists the
Kor-orln WI1 co·operatlng with d U·boat
and It was the U-boat. wllich WI$
reSllonsible for sinking thl' cruiser. The
crew hIVe lrel'n well·treated in captivity
by tile AuHrallln1 and they line kept
alive In Its old vigour the good spirit
of the crulser,-

One of the officers wrlte~ as follOwS about the
battle and the subsequent voyage to tll@Australian
continent, .

"a) The climax and conclusion of our voyage
came w1th tile sinking of the Austra11an
cruiser Sydney on 19.1I.41 (Day of Prayer
and Ilellentance). lie Ilad to abanllon our
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bUrlling Ship. Arter we h.1d succeeded, in
spite of the difficulties, in saving the
sur~i~ors, including the wounded, by use
of life·sd~ing equipment, neMly e~eryone

either reached the coast, or was pided
up by ships. 10 the battle itself we had
fortulldtely very fe" losses.

l1y cutter. Which, like the others, "dS
grossly o~erhdell, landed about 80 km ..
nQrth of Carn~rvon (West Australia) after
a dangerous ~oyage full of privations
lasting 6 days. The boat was 8.S metres
long, ?B metres wide and had a crew of
57 men. That lIIeant altern,He standing
and sitting. with the result that lying
down was out of the question.

bl VQyage in d lifebQal in constant
danger enduring the gredlest mental and
physical hardships: an overcrowded boat.
of "!Iich the edge was only just out of
the w~ter, packed in like herrings (fQr
8 days, no possibility of movement, '10
lying down dnd as good as no sleep). At
limes, one toOk part in the uninterrupted
job of bdiling out the "ilter, always wet
through. burned by the sun by day. by
night shi~erinq "ith cold. on very
restricted rations (a few SIll,l11 pieces
of "Ship's" biscuits. d little bdCQn, a
mug of liquid), so difficult to relieve
oneself thilt the majQrity desiSted. A
stQrmy night and dawn, ~fter that an
unfa~Qurable wind which dro~e us dW~y

from land; in danger Qf getting too far
tQ the north into the desert region, where
the pilot, Hans Bertram. nearly perished,
(it seemed that this had occurred as we
approached the co~stl. There were gredt
difficulties too. in navigating; using



an improvised ruddpr ~nd sdiling lddle.
Many or the crew were delirious. Health
only suffered as a result of SUnnLlrn and
as a result of privations and badly swollen
fppi, so that in tile beginning walking
was impossible for many. ThprO? were,
however, only isolaUd C~Ses or permanenl
damage to health. Danger of the delirious
jumping Overboard. The bOH hnded roughly
lOOkm, north at Carnarvon.~

After "Ship 41's" log had arrived in Germany.
the Naval War Staff made the following statement
~bout the voyage of the auxiliary cruiser
(footnote: I/Naval War Staff 17456/42 Top Secret
of 30.5,47,):

"The preserll ship's log gives a complptp
picture of the wholp opprHion, in which
only the last three weeks are missing.
It will only be possible to give more
details about this when the Commanding
Officer and crew return from imprisonment.

Page 34 of original

"Ship 41 'S" OperHion is an excellently
c~rried out undertaking. The conclusion
of this with the sinking or an Australian
cruiser deserves special mention as this
deed is probably unique In the history
of the war. The Commanding Officer shows
great insight in his judgement of all
operational and tactical questions in the
Sphere of auxiliary cruiSer warfare, and
led his ship to great success.

TIle final result is: 11 ships with a
total of 68,274 G.R.T. sunk as well as
the Australian cruiser "Sydney", of
6,830 tons.
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Although in itself the s1nking of the
ship is gr'e~tly to be regretted, the
undert~kjng as a ~hole is consi~ere~ as
very successful. The sudden conclusion
of this OperHion is ~holly compens~tcd

for the sinkin<j of the Australian cruiser,

It was possible to save a i~rge majority
of the cre~ by careful se!manl ike
le~dership, and they are no~ in AustraT ia
imprisonment. The Austrdl ian cruiser went
down with all hands.

The COlM1andlng Officer has been decorated
by the Fahrer and Supreme Commander with
the Knight's Cross and with the iron Cross
for his outstanding leadership when
commanding the auxiliary cruiser !fter
the sinking of the cruiser "Sydney~.H

.0-0·0-



I~8 HM.t.S Sydney "

iHter the loss of ships "41~ ,lnd "16 W on 19 and
71.11. and after the return home of "4~" on the
30.11. th~r~ w~re no more auxilluy cruisers in
forelqn waters. (Fnotnote: ~Ship 10" set ~"il on
h~r Sflcond vOY~ge frorl th~ Gironde on 14.1.1942
~s seco!ld ship of the ~Sccond Wav~w (the first
was ~Shlp 41")). Op",ratlons in foreign w"t~rs

wer", thus completely suspended for the time belng
(footnote, The ~ttempt of the cruiser ~LQtlowM

to yet away in July 1941 also fa 11 ",d. and the
cruiser ~Admiral Sh"'flr" was held b~ek on the
most varied political grou!lds.l. The re~son for
this wos not to b~ found In the loss of the two
aforesaid aUXiliary crulso?rs. of whietl wship
16~ anyway was on the return vOydge after more
th~n 600 days dt sed, but rather thp fact that
after the successful lallnchln9 of "Ship 41 w "
year hHorp (3.12.40) it W6S not possible to
rnaint~in d r~gu1ar supply of thcse ships aftPr
th~ first duxiliary cruiser wav~. on ~crount of
a repeated postpon~mpnt of completion dates fu'·
auxiliary crulso?rs which were in p'·Ol~SS of being
armed.

When aperatiant1l und raktik, Volum~ 10 w... ,~"d in Ih~ Arlmi,"lty it
~ttf;oct..rl litt~ int~f~lt_ The Director of Navallntelliqcnoo thought .p.......
3l to 31 cantain IU'lh~, d~tails af lhe "ctian WIth II.M,A,S. ·SIDNEY·
[sicl bul do nallhmw ~ 9'~~1 d~~llnoft light an tm. m~tt~f .. ,"" Tm.
lhrectal at Gunnery read Ihe account -with intol..t" but lhoughl il
add~d littl~ to Bafll~ Summary Na, 13: The Director of TilClk~1 and
Stan Dutie, thought "Thi, i,an int~r~,tlng accaunt which may be used
to supplement Banl~ Summary No. 13, C. H, 3081(~) ,.. Th~ Camflllttff
an llf.·saving may be intelested in th~ remafh on lhe v~lu~ af th~

st...1 lif~boalS .,. ", ' "nd an ~ January 1946 tm. docket containing
Voium~ 10 w~, dawn9,aded hOIl\ '$I«:,et' 10 ·Canfid.ntial".

Dr Habben's newspaper story
On 13 August 1944, the Vcl/o~. BeoII<lchte, published an accaunt
apparently by H"bben af lh. actian l>etWffn Ko.maran and S)tdney. Al
~ast one copy of th" newsp-'JI'" w~s b'aught bad ta Austfalia by



ltWlning A....t1.I.... prisoners of ...., ltId lJ\o! 1rtW ..... publisMd in
Ausllil1in llfWSPiPffS in StpWIIMI 194~. Anon," l'Opy WoOl hro"9ht
'-by pC Prisonet 01 w.... No. '1S69. Willinl Ofllcer Conklin. RAM.
wllo Mel pun:hi$H t"," pipel in i GC'.-n prbonr.-oI-.... CI.IIIp.' It
.... lJ\o!n t.inSLlkd in Austribi by I"roffssof t. G. W.I~'I-. MId.
(J)py~ 10 u.. Ad.".lly••",",~ II WoOl .ecftvfd On 19~
194~. nw.~. on l(J Fobnwy 1946. p.s. LNis. lklllll 01 M.lL IIW1Uted:'

Inl do~ not appear to add anyth1ng to whit is
already ~nOW'l of the lou of tnt SlOttH. Iltho~gh

this story gnes i ~lightly different IctO~nt

)f tn (OIlMOUN's Ictlon in snowIng ntr colours.

As notfd~ llI' 1WIbfn',1Ction SUlion .....ld. ptf:AlaWJI,. 1I.l...

I



~ In a shtI.l~'1Od position~~ decks. Cftulnly the lnlenW
~••ncf 01 hIS~PfI' .story Indiu.ln th.l' "".., not an f'YtWltnfSS
~ must tlwJMQ'f h.I¥f~ for hIS story on -.Nt he IwI .....!Wd
fro. otlwrs mill tbt -.It. WAI..t-soo's mnslobon 01 Dr IWIbn'"_......

MOW 1M! ·lHRKyRA~~

The 1,,1 lip..., rep,
Qa..elll'nt of the .u. .' t~e dr,.at C fln,l

a.y C'U' set ~,.O~W RA~-.

1I1e ghl betwfen l~e au. la.y ,."tH'r
* JR~JRAN- and lhl' A~qralhn (.ui~e' *$VC'II! Y·
in the Indian Ocpan In N~ve"ber. 1941. Hand~

Rll! arnon9<,t the f~at~ of (;e.man ratdl'n in th\~

wa'·. for the ftrst ttm~ ~n au.tllary C,·uI~er.

namely a convrrtf'd m~rch<lnt ,hip (formerly the
faq Ash fretgt'lH HST[l[RI1ARK~) ~uccf'r~l"<1 1n
slnl.ing a regular crutser, the Allnraltan cruher
~SVOlllYH lIIuch SUPl"rlor I" anument and speed
w1l1ch had had 88 ~n9a .._nt~ in the l'Iedlterancan
and had s..n~ an [tallan cru1ser and dutrnyf'r,
~ank with ,II llanos ... nder thf' flre of the
au., I tary Genun cruhl'r. Thl:' ~e.erely da.aged
~tORI'IORAN- had to be blo~n up b~t the -ajorlt)'

f ItS crew reached lhe A~strlltan coast,

There the loss of the ~SYDNEY- cruted the
\lreatest senutlon. for the cruiser was the
lM!~t I:.nl1Oln ~hlp of lhe Austnlhn fleet. It
carried on the tradltton Of the crutser of the
sa... na... to the one which the ~Iorlous crutser
·(~DEN· succuabed tn 1914. Tile Australtans h.d
caJled the new cruher ~SYDN(YH lhe ~LUCKV SHIP~

.nd It wa~ now destined to 5uccumb to the Ger..n
du.tllary cruiser ·CDRHQRAN- ~hlch (or Its part
was connected through its !lame with the ~(HDENH

traditio!l. for its predecessor "CORHIJIlAN" had
been an ~u.tll~r)' cruiser converted oul of the
first prize ship t.ken by the old -lHOEN,·
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Onlt now dO w~ havt btlore us the fir~t report
on the dr... t', final fi~ht of th~ new "CO~foIllRAIf-.

Th~ for~r second pht~lcieln of the .:Iu~lliary

crui~er "COPI40RAIf", Staff 5ur~eon Doctor llU88(1rl
[actually Ilabbrn. 01 tOlUW] helS returnpd ho~ fro.
;~rl'Jn~nt in AUStr.I,. owing to .n @_change
of pr;~o"er~ of ..ar belonging to tAe -.NiCell
services. We hcrt puPlI!>h his rpport .hith 15
the first dttalle4 account in Gl>r••ny of the
heroic final fight 01 the -COllHQRAII" .far al-ost
el yeelr'~ successful cruise in lhe Atlelntic .nd
Indhn Ocean.

The "CORHORAN" held. in its opercltions up to
delte. accounted for and sun~ approxi,.. tely 71,000
~ross tOllS of eneny m@rchant shipping besides
capturing about 100 prisoner~. After a short
interruption ()f in cruise to proybion drl" tcl~e

in fuel our Ca-.Jnder r@!>ohed in NovetlDtr. 1941­
on a ne.. thrust to'ldrd~ the Al'~tralian coast.
Ilh@n on thl! afttrnoon 01 Nove.-ber the 19th we
were elbout 130 nautical .Ilu wtst of Shart
Bight the not unusu.l ~irl'n ~oundpd about lb
hrnlrs. [veryone .utOlWlitdlly 9raspe(l hil> lHI.'b/>lt
and hurri~d to his lighting stalion. JUdging bt
tht ~hlp'~ nots@~ the engines were soon going <It
top spe~. At first thl.' ..ord passl.'d ·funneh
ahead In sight to starboard. - A ftw .Inules
later a ..,nagl' paned through tht shIp fro- the
COII•• nder "it I~ a crulser-. We were thus
confronted with a hr superior fot. Everyone now
knew it was a qUl.'stlon of life or declth. The
Co-.ander, • lun EriSlan figure. issued his
orders fro. the bridge with iron compOSl're. Ilis
pleln ..as clear fro. the beginning. lie .chieved
everything thclt he had already prepared In ~

qu1et hour for such ~n emer<~el1cy. Hean....hlle the
enemy !Iad approach@d to a closp prox1l11ty and
lIIas now Hea.ing t p,r."el course to us on the
H,rboard sidt'. Ill.' Wi!re ste..ing under cl!oll(luflage.



But wilen tll~ ~n"y a~.ed u~ for the secr~t signal
our co-ander Ilad to s~o.. his tru~ coIO"r1 This
reply was • grut 'urprhe to the Austr.llan
cruiser ~SYllllfY- for at the same lIO....nt by
hohtlng the ~r.an "ar Ilag the llrf'v1ou$ly
Innoceot 100~lng -erchan! Ship "as tran,for.ed
IntO. warslllp .nd w1th l;ghto;nll speed lire "a,
openfd fro- our deta~uflalled guns. At thl! very
flnt Hlvo direct lilts Ill'r•••de on the
"SYll~(Y',- Mlln guns. tllf bridge "a, repeatedly
~e.erely hit and both turrets were put out of
action and the .ircr.lt "nlCh was JU$t ready to
take off were blown up. lln1y In the bt"glnninll
"as our enemy In tile position to fire a complete
sa1~0. but it wa~ "ide of Its aim and passed
over us. O"ing to well alm~d fire Of light guns
It was not posslbll' for him to fire his torpedoes.
On the other hand. we succeeded In thl' f1rst
stage of the f11lht In scoring a direct I,it "ith
a torpedo In the front of the Ship Which rIpped
a Jar'le hole In Its sldf so that the front of the
~hlp s"'I',"l'd al-a\t under.ined and th. ~~'d of
our opponent aftel'llards ~~d to bl' considerably
reduced. After ItS firing ~place.ent bad been
put out 01 art Ion the cruiser -SYl~lY· _as only
still able to f,rt s,ngle Shots fr~ 1ts third
and f ",rth t",rrets. 81 thiS Moi?ans 1t st.lI scor~d

three hits an us "hlch untort",nate1y .adp our
fire e~tlnguhllinll apparatu1 u~l"leu a"d 100n
l~d to an exten\lvl' fire in the engin~ rOOIl
which later spread to the superstructure. In the
further co",rse of thl' fight. the -SYDtlEY~ in
additton. atlempted to ra .. us fro.. b~tltnd but
"as preyenled by well al ..ed fire fra. our guns.
She now veered to port and fired a"other fan of
four torpedoes at u\ but the torpedoeS all passed
close to our Slern. Jhe tight was then ended at
the beginning of dusk as the speed of our enemy
dl.1nlshed.
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The uSVDNlY" disappeared behind the horizon at
18 hours. hurning amidships and flarir1g up with
occ~siondl explos\on~. at 23 hours the final
glow was observed. it is to be as sOlOed that this
point or flrl:- markl:'d thl:' end of thl:' Australian
cruiser.

According to accounts of our artiller~ officer
the "CORMORAN" (ired over fOur hundred shots at
thl:- I:-nemy. It is estimatl:-d that she scored from
180 to 200 lIit~. Besides the hrge hole made in
the front of the ship made with the torpedo bit.
a large numbl:-r or hits wprl:- scored ilbo.e and
below the wHer line so tliH ttle USVON(Y" must
have been finally almost riddled. Our gunners
had firl:-d sahol:'S with a rapidity they nl:-ver
previuusly reached. Wiltl evi<.Jent enthusiasm they
lire<.J from the bHrels for all they were worth.

Heanwhile our ship could not be manOoPuvred on
account of a hit 1,1 the engine room and on
account of ttle spread of the fire. The co"""ander
accordingly immediatply ordered the ship to be
abandonpd hy all except the gunnl:-rs who lpft in
the last bOats. Shortly before lIidnight the
commander ordered the ship to be blown up. After
applying charges 01 explosive he left his ship
In the last lifeboat. Ten minutl:-S later a
treml:-ndous explosion accompan1ed by a gigantic
column of fire rent the ~tern in pieces. Our
prOUd "r.ORHORAN" thus sank In a few seconds with
bow erect in tile depths of tile Indian Ocean.
With our ship we lost eighty faithful comrades.
The rest of our crew after d journey of 6 to 8
days in 1ifeboats and every concei"able ad"enture
became prisoners of war In Australia. For definite
reasons nl:-ither our commander or Our enemy sent
out wi re 1e~s messages. lhus 1t is to be exp1a1ned
that the Australian Navy only hNr<l of the ".ents
on the fourth day aft~r the fight from ~ur.ivors



,f u' ,rew dlld (inally furl d l lidlllltl that the
"'>lli~lY" was a total los~. I/-,t a $lnql~ ~1f'CI.' of
wn' ••ql.' Wa$ found. Ttle -I'dr h f the ..hc,lf of

."H AU~lr~1 j~n Cl,l. 1 r~ ulled "'y tn the
1 .19" ct the "CO~"~:IlJ,'1" •.•• o~u tonuln1ng

8 S f thl' ~~W f thl.' 'fI"_

T ~n d SIPPl.'I~' f till.' ~~VD~[YW .U5ed
,rut P~~ { ;n Austr'~ ~. At r t. .t t lItpt
W4 1It4ae to fl'''P the to. n 9 a~

II". I,! '5 'IIntb@
ed till.' """';Pdpl.' ClIP l.'tl.'

• till.' :rtw w'tll 4 o....nder'
'lln &.~ tt. rile ("10 e~

~ h a'l.'d pelt, ff ~~ now
~dh,sb .. nNde r ~u_,

the ~;YOflrl_rM ~~

the dt~' f r". fir;t
q l.' ncrl.'d' l.' • U \,,,11" .

~ .M .'CW I t wK A~~ lit.)' b~

Ii f th fr .tetor" <1' UI r- ~ fDe
tT "'YI~Fl~, ben 'f 't wt T~ dn ~pL .;" i"
tt,. Y'~dt event\ OJI tlie W.'. 't w~, ,t, I dn
un Q"~ ~."nt In n~v~1 lit tory lhdt .l~ au"llj~r)'

(("1 ~r hlUld l.~tally de 'r y ~ .~I,,,,bll! r,l15l'r,

rr1qHt' "ptaj~ OETM[R ."
I I r r ."Hh the Iron :r

Detmef1'5 'Action Report' and the 'Enginl.' Room Log'

In JlnlWy 1945, Iletmers. With $(lIlle otMrs of Ius C,"" tK<lped from
p'lSOnt,-of,.~, UlI.p, ~nd "., on lho run Iol ~ -..ok.~ Iw • .,
rtapt~ 011 18 ~l1IW1 ht! _ found to lit ClJryill9. (odtd In ~

GtnUlH:"9luh Dicbonily, two K'COUllU of th! light With HAAS S)'dnry.
Tbtst _ lll'Acbon ltpnt', ~ formoflog. and III 'tngl1'll' ItDo1D loot,
~nd _~l copion oIlhewdao:u-..u~ ...mwd in I'" u_ pt.ce
In the ..-chi-.. t1Jt~ UId ..., __ to hone btu .nllt" gp SOOn

mu tilt!~~haps I ~ lUys mu tho tfttIl wlltn D<e1:Mn~
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~~'ned the name of the Syd~. Why he kept this primitive v'mio" and
why, dUling hi. Y"~" in pri."n, he did not wlit~ up. ru1\~r account, i.
not r1~.,. As nOll'll allow, Hab~n had lell AllStlalia in 1943 with a
copy of this account ot some Slmila, document w~n he WM ,epatriated.

N~'theln•. when tl""" OOr:U1oenl!. w@'@,cd in wndon. OnC1! mOI@
1M naval staff we", unimp,esSfd. 1M Diu,cto, of Naval lnt@lIigence
minuted ',,, mached ate -pages Zto 6 inclusive of a somewhat incoherent
account of H.M.A.S. SIDNrY'. [sic] lost action which ..a. found on th@
pel'Son of th@taplainoftheGermanRaider-KORMORAN-whoha'been
coptu,ed ... ":'

ACllON RlpaR!

26.10.41.

Detached KUlM[RLAND. Drew away to westward
to effect alterations to engines. Exchange
or nos. I and 2 engines.

(four fjqures omJntd)

Midday: sighted an American, turned away.
Ihen effected alterations. Alterations
completed by (four figure omitted). Trl01
run without trouble. Proceeded on agent'S
way. as st I 11 time before new muon, Intend
to be off PER1H by then. Report On CORNWALL
wHh convoy off Cape LEEUWIN course west.
Altered courSe to HE In cOnsequence.

Intention: 1ovestigation of coast off
SHARKS flAY.

Wednesday 19.1l.

Course 25. 5peed 11: 26.34 50uth. 111
East. SSE 3 to 4. Sea 3 medium swell from
SW. Very clear.
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1600

1605

164~

lIOO

lOOk ovt JANSEN reports S~lllllg s~\p ill
sig~t on port bow. bearing ~pprox. 20·
true. Report corrected currently to 1
s~i\in'.l ships. sever~l vessels. 2 smo~e

clouds. apparently escort.

Alarm. l~rnea allay to port on to 260.
Full speea ahead.

Cruiser IlwJe out. IOentifie<J 6~ PERIK
Class, on course So~tl1. Course 1~0 into
the sun. Approach Of darkness not ave
before 1900. prod~clng ldrge quantities
of smoke ourselves. Fng1ne room reports;
No.4 eogloe ovt of orOer. Speed t~erefore

approx. 14 knots.

Crutser turns towards; raoge over lS0l1m.
Approarl1es slollTy m,1Ung MNNJ" repeatedly
00 searcil1igl1t. Hoist s1'.l0~1 for STRAAT.
Appreciate sltudlion dnd make decision.

NO.4 enqine runnlnq dq~ln on 8 cyl1nders.
Speed 14 m~iotailled. At 80hm ceased
lIledSUrement IIjt~ three metre rangefinder,
for reason of disguise. coot1nued rdngin'.l
lIith 1.35 metre rangefinder. Continu~l

signalliog. Cruiser approac~es slollly on
Ihe starboard quarter sholliog oarroll
silhouette.

Report on 600 mE-tres 000 STRAAT [[FS.
PERIII radio repeats and requests further
report If necessary.



illS

I7?S

1730

Ctu.PTU fWI' IS1

Crui s!'r draws away on starboard beam 90hm
distdnt.

Hors!' si9na1 in (HAkS): HOIST YOUR SECRET
CALL further delay can only make
sHuH10n worse. (Cruiser) stops engines,
thus has not the leaH susp1cion.
Therefore

Removal of disguise. Dutch flag struck,
Io/ar flag flies o_er from maln mast. Time
taken 6 seconds. Guns ~nd torpedo given
permission to fire. Enemy drops slowly
astern.

2 torpedoes inclination 80, speed 14,
point of ailll bow and stern. Also slow
alteration to 260 so as not to interfere
with guns. First saho ,ingle shot short,
Gun range 13, SeCOnd salvo, Th;r(l fourth
fHth. up 400. About 4 seconds later scores
hit on bridge and control posit10n,
follO"'ed immed1ately by full salvo from
enemy, over, no hits. Then approx, 2
sal_oes at ~ second interval. Hit
amidships, a1rcraft, bridge, Correction
for deflection lHt between forward
turrets. AlA HG's and starbodrd 3.7
effective against bridge, torpedo tubes
and A/A drmament. Up to fifth salvo no
reply, then 'C' turret wel1 and fast.
Hits in funnel and engine room, '0' turret
only two or three sal_oes, all of them
over. 'A' and 'II' turrets no longer
(firing). At about eighth or nlnth salvo
torpedo hit forward of 'A' and 'B' turrets.
Torpedo passed short distance ahead.



[Sows) JllllOst completely s~bffil>rged. Co~r,e

260 m.int.ined ~i"ce torpedo tubes not
manned bec.ose of AlA Mli fire. tncmy tIlrns
sharply toward,. Coursf' and spef'd
",.lnHi"ed to 'Jet Cled!. lop of '0' turret
tlies o~l'rboard. further hits forward.

1135 approx.

(npmy IM,ses astf'rn In un(a~ourJble

posHion for firing hi' torpedoes. Thick
smoke caused by fIre in engl"e room
conceals enrmy from the brIdge. AlA
Control Officer '.o,'tinues with Hern
armament rdnge approx. 40hm. lncll\Y 's gons
polntlng to [po,t), his A/A is not mannt'd.

174S ~ppro •.

Tur"ed .WdY to port in order to destroy
enemy completely. Shortly afterwards
revolutions drop rapIdly, no cORl1lun1cat1on
wHh eng1ne room. Simultaneously fOLlr
torpedo tracks. Hold co~rsl' bec.use
Qoestion~ble whether engines would make
the torn ,1nd tracks de~iate well Htern.
Course 240. (TorpedOes) passed short
dist~"ce astern, Simultaneously engines
break down. lENSCH reports engine room
and all fire·exUnguishlng .pparotus
completely out of order. Order to try
and get at least one engine worK1ng.from[?]

17S0 dpprox.

Gunnery control ioIorking agaIn from foriolard
posH ion wHh ioIhole battery at 60hm.
SIDNEY," course South slow speed. On fire
from brldge to after funnel. Constant
further hits.

1800 approx.

Single torpedo at 10hm inclination 80,
speed S. Miss astern.
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Gull; (~el~. l4rge rdnge 9Oha. Snot 104"-.
l!elatTvely burlltg 1l'J. I!oullds (,red
IPprOx. 500 baw fust. ~o nost fus('.
Pr'pdre to \tuttl",_ l .er III bOdU Ind
I,te sd.. in'l equl~(ll. IllC>Oss,ble to reach
pn'lIM roOll; HHfl,d_ysPlf ppr~{)nllly

f tt>l$. N.• P pl, lrlC " .. t.l1Itl)l\
WO ... in9 but uselps • lnee,o dl 4ppe.rs fro.­
Sl'lnt at apprOl. IbOh... CO\lru apprOl.
150. Gllr~ .. '\Ibl, t ab ~t 7-10 thpn
OCtas n.l f c_e'

4ppro •.

AT' I j ','-Sh'"9 .'llCldr.llll lOo1er'd Ind Clst
I'. Sti 1 1Z4 l.drd In(I,,,,i''9

,II1OH al olllcprs. S"ch \l1l"1 as ue



still workill!! call thuS Dt lIIallntll. Only
s ..all QuantHy of saokl' h' .lnt hold.
80th bOat~ fr' no. 1 hatch.

133(1 appr,,..

Both l~red. one wHIl ~9 (Wn,. hpto5he
IlH910 In port <nr.~rd Oii Unk.

"ld oft. Touchrd f' har9f'. l'H boat
cast orr.

03\

Htnes explode. ~h1p In~ rapIdly urn
flrst.

The 'Ellgillt Room Log'

The "Engine Roo'" I.og' ~Pjl@~" 10 be l.or~y COI\SJSIMI wi,h 'M 'Artioo
Report', the minor di1le~nce being that In the log,he order to ~b;andon

sh,p $ftll\l ro h.w ~n 'eco,<led rolhe, e'rher ,h,n in ,he 'A<:t10~

Repo,t: this Is ~xpli""b\e bel:a""" lhe bulk ei Kc,me,en's ""0 .... r.
inde-ed giwo the erdel bet~n 1900 and about 2100. while the guns'
Cl@Wlst.ytd untit ~OOUI 2330."

(NGiN[ ROOM LOG

19,11.41

SplOed II knots. Nu§. I a"d 4 eng! nes on
propulsion, no. 3 enqine on sh\p'~ ~\lPply.

On Watch Warrant lnq'nrtr I(N'(H ana tlfO
StOker P.O.·s

"\ar•• Ordl'r lr... Drld\lf': ,,\
rUdy for ."i.u. ~pel'd. NG.
turned Gil tG propulsl0n.
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1500

All watches dt action stations:

\st Watch at working stations, Warrant
Engineer NAG(L.
2nd Watch at d~mage control stations.
Warrant tngineer l(NSCH.

3rd Watch engine room action parties,
Warrant Engineer HITllAff.

1602

Report to bridge: Engines ready for
maxlmvm spee<l

1604

Report to bridge: No.4 engine out of
order by reason of piston running hot,
medium speed therefore approx. 14 ~nots.

0" the attempt to increase the load of
the engines. no. 4 maIn engine became
onserviceable owing to piston 1 running
hot. Hie engille was stopped forthwith,
the damaged piston slung, the connecting
rod removed and the valve gear
disconnected.

1635 ~pprox.

(ngine coold be pot to propol sian again
on 8 cylinders. Ships thus a9,11n ready
for maximum speed.

1715

Oamage control centre shi fted fronl
stMboard gallgway to port gangway. as
being probably away from the firing.

1730

Order from bridge: Remove disguise.



I l~ pr,.

n~'ne , 'III. One
Ilul~h .d 01
A I~ ';>t,

• III the •
n~u h r

tr. r' w
u f. t

'ttrbO.rd " ~

n ,r. ~Il

e e tric.1 ,~

lind propu SI .c'
whl" th I
w~ thu "t f II .'

Report t bnllge, nglne n~UI at101
'rvlceable bt "'!lJ II ! t • ... ry hU.J

.n~e, Qu.. ry ... y p.J finfl un' ""gin"
rO)OIll? Ord"r ire Ilridge, ~ave "nll""~

fOom, By thIs tl"C ,,~)y n<, 2 electrtc
ln~tdl1atjon w~s In Mll<>r. Ihl' ,lttempt
by th .. Chief Plvmtler to get prI'HU"e in
the fire e,tinguhtle' pipe from the power
unit tn the PfOpul~lon JIIotor room failed,
H pres~ure d,opped i ....edi.tely in the
damaged pipe.

)cnlor Sto~er on .atth reports verbally
to C.O. on the bridge. At thls tl.e the
I'nglnes failed. LO. Jrden to trJ .nd
gtt pne tngint _un ~II at Itlst. All
atte.ph to penl'lrate intO engln@ roo.­
f.tlfd. FirH W~, h~eep 1\11 Officer Pissed
unler frc. e.O. OJ te ephone frOli D.taaql'
C tr I ( ..nul' I fngln@,r Oftlc"r tn



Control pos1t10n. lnglneer Officer replied
that the order could not be tarrled out
~nd crews of control pos1tlon. lng1neer
Officer (corrupt passage) twO P.O.·s and
two stewardS were suffoc~ti!lg. Shortly
aftHwards control position ceaspd to
report. First lI'atchkeepin9 Officer
reported to e.0.: engine room finally
out of ~ctlon ~nd no forther communic~tion

w1th control pos1tion.

Attempts to s~.e crew of control positlon
failed. Only one P.O .. Stoker. P.O.
I1AI1N~RT. s"cceed in escapfng from the
control position, lie stales he saw the
control position watch killed by a sudden
burst of fire while trying unsuccessfully
to open the hatch of the splinter gralin~.

Order from C.O.: all hands to abandon
sili p,

Oetmers's biography
Detm~'l publi.hed IU. own arrount, which wa'l,am;lated into Engli,h
in 1959. A collY is held in the Admi,alty Library in Whitehall, bul It
contum; no margil\llli. (a, oth~r boob in th~ Iiblary do) and no clu~ a,
lu the librarian'. oiew of Detm~15' arrount.

The German timetable
The abo... ,eports ),a"" be<!" a".Iy$"d by the au,oor amI the IP.UltS "P

tabulated in Annex B. While agreeing that other constructions with
lom~ variations and .r~ po..ibl~. th~ aulho< com;irle'l that. allowin9
for d;"'",I'''''o;''. whi<oh h.o"" bfo"" inlrodu<:<!d by rhe I'r~ .. 01 ciFh.u;"'I
and deciphering, and by differcnt t,anslators, the writtcn ~rman reperu
ale probablyb~ on the """"' $CU'''''. and that thi, $Cu'CI';" a copy 01
the doroments found on Dell"'".

HOWl!Ver, two potentially significant disc,cpande, ha.e boon not<1'd,
bolh. ~ppalently. the lesult 01 mistrJnslalion Or mimanscrilllion,

a. Th~ Engli,h t'ansl.lion of ~tm~rt 'Action Report' in ADM 1/18899
"'Y" lhat al 1730 Syd",l'j. '''em almost cornp\elely ,ubmeryed'



bIIt 1!wI dedplw'N Gfl1lLOn ttXI !lelo't tlmslltlon uys "Vomwtn
uuo:ht fut YWllio:l. I.t. ,n I:noJIIsh -Sttlll (or bows) illmost fully
1UbIM.g,td- Tbt nUlt<1O'd t1i1nsLolion IMn tilllies wilh 1M tt,_n
l\ilYiIl sUfFs 1941 Kcounl of tht bilttlt In Optlot_n ~..t TakIit
1b/v0lt JO wluch wys -(l;U Vorsduff tiluchtt tit! ftIl" &lid lIus 1$

co.ltclly ,,,nslitod is "Sht Sink dootply by til. bows·.
b. Siail.uly, the urhi... topy of ,_ c1K<ypt of 'Attian kpart' <.'OIIUim.

IoIld nNtty ill $UbstqutntiI~ ~ilt. the IIistmIsliItJ(lIl Uwt
S)'dflt)"S!JU1lS IIt1t paintN to stilf~d. If..,. S~s!JUIlS_1d
hiI.. bftD. poLntlng ilt the ft'ItIIY as silt pw.ed. K_ ill Sltm iI.lIII,
II In ilKiIl. «JntroL .ught hiI'It ~n expttttd to IlWt the Gtnw1l
no. c\IM ,Ul')t-~ tho. arioJiul GtJalon of the 'Al:ball bptrt'
SliItH lhilt S)dnfy's guns _,t poillling to po,t: In Gf .
~ 1rigtn Bb ...• 1Icl' is the Gfra&ll ilbblWiilbOn for
'axk......d'. WI is ",rboud o. port: so, ill Engluh this should ft'Id
•... tnt.-y glU>S 10 poll ... - This is confi,lIItd by ibh<.. 10, which
Silys In Gt.llliln, •... Dit Gtgntl. dtsstn TlI••t null StInt.
Ilxkbo,dstltt ...• 01 •... tilt tIIt"'Y, III gun.! POlllUng to his port
slde " .• TIws tho. sliIlt_nt. miIdt In iI nUlIlbe, ot otllciill Austriltiiln
.nd Btllish l ....\~ lhill SyrJ~. I .M Y tu,ltU ~rt stiU 111
Kt;oll ilftt. slit hid rlClAtd XOI"",.on's Slt,n Is doubtful.'"
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Notes
I 'OP[~nOliS AIID TACTICS P1W: AIlM 1/18899. fl. 10-1~. '1·6.
1 In ,o. &O,man original -..hwa"..- ,n<! 'h,~k1~. h.... <o,.."'ly

mlUlaled
l Mln"t" 6 s.pr.mo., 19'~. PRO: ADM 1/18899.
, Mln"l•• I' ll<to", 19'~. ibId,
~ Mlnu',. Bli"""ml>o, 19'~. ib,d.
6 Lett.,. Soc:,"ary lIavat Board 10 s.c..la,y of lho AdmrrallY. I>o<.ml>o,

194~. PIlO: ADM 1/19"~'

7 lIi,,"IO. 20 r.bJua~ 1946. ibid.
8 'C"Uin~ Irom Gfr....n 1I000pap<i. ibid.
9 'Act!on P,pc.rl'. J A"lIu>l194S. PPO: ADM 1/1889~. fl. 10·1,
10 ~ l••t P'ragraph of (hi; chap"" II>< [ngUsh lr.nllal\on In ADM 1/

18899 gl.... "I"m-. bul tI.. Gol1lli/ll/lY' 'Volll_n taucht fa" '<O<'IUg­
I.,. In [n9Ulh "Sl... (0' bowl) al"OSI fully ,ub...rg<'<l-. Th, .old
ch.ngod I. It>own In lho squo'. br..~"•.

I I So< 10.1 p.".g"ph oIlhl. ch.pW: lho Go.man "Y' -&<gn"9.«h"'..
w'J"n Rd" 0' -.n.my 9u'" (pOInting) to po""' Tho ...."d <h,ngod i,
.t>own in Il,. sqUAl, b,..k.,•.

12 rh.".. of .tydnq'. n."",., ,hi. poin' Indica'•• ,hat thi. """ of ,h.
'.porT" <0", .a. wriu.n up 10m. daY" aft.. 'h. evenl ,n<! .fT..
lIotm." had loar"'" tho na_ of hlS oppono"t.

II ·~""n. ~oom Log' , 7 Aug",' 19'5. PRO: ADM 1/181199. f. 72
14 'Ropc.'1 0" to.. of IlMAS SYIlNEY', 12 february 1942, So-elion 8,

~aglaph 10. no: ADM 199/1)6.
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6 London's Analysis and the
Official Historian's Research
No li'$\ han,l '«Dums of the 10.. of HMAS Sydlll!)' nOT any type of
enquiry Jnto hCr loss have been fO<lnd in the BritislI ."hives. There are,
howeveT. different types of ..,counls, whICh 'T' all ~ond and n'l'n
thi,d llimd. The,. acrounU consi.t of:

• "'pp~ations of events b.~ on the Ii"t signat< hom Au.t,.Ii;,
,~portjng Sydnoy """doc. and .ow-quelll wartim" an"lysi< of OV\lhU
(~ChapleTS 2 and 9).

• ~ports ba~ on the inte'''>gation 0/ ~rm.n pnso"".. of war, which
W1!1. aMlysM in and l" ....... rded hom Australia by signal and lett~r

(S<!'C ChapteT 4).

• Captu.ed German documents postwa, {= Chapter ~}.

• The olfi<.i.l hi.lm;.,,'. analysis of weott w,itten in lh. 19500, and
his le-vi,it 01 the .ubje<t in Ihe 1970s.

Raider intelligencE'
The fi',l widespreM IlCknowiedgement by the Admil.\ty that something
might It<> SO!,iuusly ami.. wilh Sydnq. wa$ on 25 Nov<.-mbl!r, th. d~y

Jttel the first signal flom ACNn Jbout their concenu lor ,Sydney Jnd the
day .fter the ft"t ¥.lItry in lh.e Noml wo, Viory {see Ch.pter 2).1he
m~dium lOr 1hi. acknowledgm~nt was in a ,19n~lled Int~lligenc~

summary. with a wide intern.l and external distribution. con~rnin9

~nemy r.ide". Without giving expl'lI.Olion Or «Imme"'. Ih~ ';9"al 9....
tw<> widely ",»Orated p"",ible po.itiollS for Si:hi!f 41 Or R<Jider G On 6
November 1941 and On about 20 Novembel. Cleally allhe lime of writing
the signal the name of Roide' G. KormOrOIl. was not prope,ly known:'

MOSI SECRET M(SSAGE 2229J\/25tl\ November

Date <:'!>.11.41C. in C. HOlne Fle~t. 332.

N.S.H.a. Ottawd. 73

New lealdlld Navdl Board. 736.
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Sri U'hln. 581.

F.O.C. North Athntlc. 426.

C. In C. South Athntic, 464.

N.D.l/c SI~nstown. 111

R..... <;,oulh "'lI@rlc"n Ohl lon, ""3.

C. In C. -'"'erlc" & WeH Indll's, 291.

"'uHr41lan Co-onwulth Nay,,1 Bo"rd. 161

C. in C. Cnln". 421.

C. ln C. Eut Indies. 911.

... lUSH.*.

SPEHAVO

H•• "I Cypher 0).

Fro. Apiralty

rellE. AIOAC.

Ky 1"50,1,/12.

1. H.H.S. DEVONSHIRE unk e""y ~ ... ppl)' ~hlp wMch
"u ~1.l1lr to and .., have been R"lder 16 Ie)
1" 04· ors. 180" 29'W. at 110511l2. A~ ship
",)~ fuelling U·80tt, ~ ... ryhors hid to b" I"ft
in rifts anti IHeboat~, Old not reply fire
but ..de II dhtru~ _~uge as fro- O... tch
POLYPHEMUS and enduvo",red to escap.e ",nder
very efflclent s-oke screen.

2. Alrcraft slgPlted vessel course 090" off G1Jon.
Spain, 23/9. Ship either returnln9 blockade
runner or posslbl)' hider '5 (8) "hich slle
rese_bled, and "Mell 1~ not thought to have
previously returned.



3. On 16/11 U.S. rxCAMRION sighted un1(lo?ntHio?(l
vo?sso?l in 36° 52'N, 21" 43'\1 course, South.
Old fash10ncd 3 isldnd type straight bow
counter sto?rn but SQu~t funnel. Deck car~o of
crHo?S, but appeared 1i~ht. Possibly outw!rd
bound block!de runncr or supply ship,

4. H.M.A.S.SYONFV overdue at Fro?mantlo? s1nco?
20/11 from Sunda Straits aro?a and her non·
appearance is causing anxiety. At 0700124
TROCAS in 24" 06'S. Ill" 40'£. picked up 75
German N,1val SI,rv1vors from CORMORON, wh1ch
tho?y said had been sunk by a cruiser. CORMORON
may be corruption for KAMERUN or possibly
nickname of R,11der 4\ (G) last locato?d in
South Atlantic in May 1941 with Raider 16.
She may have operated in Galdpagos area in
August.

5. U.S. ship sighte(l i(le'ltifie(l ship tn 03"S
171°[ on 6/11. Oescription fits Ra1der 41
(G l.

b.Greek MARY LIVANOS made Q distress message ~t

1730177 when South of Madgascar. At 2040122
She m~do? R (listress message. Both messages
cdllcelled, but nat yet whether genuine. Ship
doe laurenca Marques 75111.

1. OLGA TOPIC drrived Iquique. Reparted Ht~ck

probably f~lso?

2229.1\125

O.O,1.C,

(Green Line B)

Appraved A.C.N.S. (Fl.

The AdmiraLty's first appreclattan

The ne~t acknow\Ngmem that HMAS Syd~y h.d ~n in any ,o,t of
action with a German raider appears to have !><;en in a g~n~,al signal On
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16 D«l'lIlber 1941 to ComNndl'rs In Chle! ~ otl>ers. 9iYlll9 tht
Adnuralty's appreaauon of thrtt modtnts that yea•. OM.n Hay and
lW'O in 0..-....,. This ';9n.ol w.os Lol., I.p.inll'd n••uly ...,lwl;m.os;on
apptndiJ to tilt "/tie SUmmtll)' No. 11. Thr $>9nal dill not mentlOll the
btl!' of S)odrloy.'

Cyp all

10·C tl C
force ..

A, 7 -In_C.A.~.k_

n .f 614 A•.11.8

11..614.

.11.10.

'n •. IU
l.II.B. 6

Orllljnator'~ io~tn ti

tI J t.

.D.R.OgOOIl III

A"aI1~is of encounters "itll ene",y 'nl:~rcllant

"aid@rs by H.M.5. CORtlWAl1 on 8t1, H,ly i941 in
Indian Ocean. 11.1'4./1.5. SYDN[Y off "e~t

""\trailan [oaH on 19t1l tI(}~cmocr and 1'4."1.5.
D[ VON,II I R[ in Soutt, At i oot icon Uno tlo~ember

or1nlls out tile 10110"lnll point~:

al R[COGNLTLON

.H.H.S Dk\OIALL" raIder reported herself
u (IlOIl) T....... lIlLANl tin lOU not on sUtion.

Z. H,M.A.S, SlDllrY's 'ald'" repll~d to a
challenge thot she ".s steoll~hip SlRAAD
MAliLYKKA. "ho haa that day lett B~lra .

• H.M.S. OEVOIl5Hllll' raider .@portl"d
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henelf a~ S.S. (PGUS) POLYPI![MUS then in
NI'W York.

Corrwnent,

4. lnemy raiders will always disguise
thl'ms!'lv!'s an~ USI' appropriatp namp in any
si9nal whether by an RRRR messa<je on SOO
~c/s or reply to a challenge.

S. In No (8) No case so far has disguise
adopted heen such as shoLlld havp d"cpived
Corrmanding Officers had they tru~te<J the
negative intelligence that information of
the ships movements had not h!'en rl'ported
to them.

6, Positive information of Brltish Allied
and U.S. Herchantml'n from Admiralty or S.O.'s
(I) is sufficient ly aCCLlrate arid pos; li VI'
information of neutral vessels by local war
trade reporting officers should 1If>
sufficlpntly accurate to enable e.O's to be
~ept informed of po~itions of all non-enemy
ships they may meet. C- in Cs should ensure
that ships information and plotting tahlf>
organisation can achip~e this.

(b) CHALLENGE PROCEDURE

Merchant ship rel:ognition procedure laid
down in recognition manual and /l.C.S.I. 371
does not appear to hav!' h!'!'n uSf>d, This is
now only appl ieable to the Red [n~ign and
some Dutch ships hut arrangements arE' in
hand for its e_tension to tile United States
and all Allied shippi"g.

(c) TACTICS

ThPrI' is 01 possibility the e.0.$ under·
e~timate offen~ive power of raiders.

Ihey should he warned that enl'my raidl'rS
are often powerfully armed with 'Jun~ and



torp~do~s and if fitted w1th modern R.O.f.
m~y be able to open fire even at 10n9 ranges
with great accuracy.

(dl U·BOATS

C.O.s shOuld be wilrned tllilt illl e'lemy ve~sels

throughout the world may be accompanied by
U·boats and that th(' m('rchant vessel's
tactics will be des1gned to lead BritIsh
ships towilrds U·bOiltS.

The warning to commanding officers
In at least one case the CinC made a prAds of the Admiraltys general
meS$<1ge and ~nt it out to the ships under his command. (The preds
was rl""'!... ry to llr~.$I!rVf! cipl\f!r ~urily: lhough it was a br~,,<:h of
that security to file both signals togeth~T). It can be presumed that
other CinCs ao:ted tikewi$e. Thus the CinC South At~ntk to the South
Ahka Squadron;1

The following facts ..merge from three rec~nt

~n9ilgements between H.M. Ships ilnd (nemy Armed
Merchant Raiders.

(A) RlCO(jNJIlON

1. Raiders must be e~peCled to be diSguised
and will use a name Suitable to the d1s9U1s~

in reply to allY siglla1 or if all RRRR mess~ge

is made.

2. Oi$9u1se should be penetrHed without
difficulty providin\l information of shipping
movements as received is relied upon to
show that 110 such ship should be in position
of encounter.

3. Information of movement\. of British Allied
and Neutrill stlipping passed to ships is
suff1ciently accurate to enable merchant
shlp plot to be k~pt. ~hlCh Should Show all
merchant shippinlllikely to be encountered.



(B) CII,!,[I(NGING

Challl'ngl' prOCl'durl' In accordance ",ith HCS!
311 .nd recognition Manual was not used 1n
these enCOl.lnters. This proUdure is shortly
being eHended to .11 .11 ied shipping and
should .ssist identif1c,tion.

(C I fACT IC$

I. It ..,st 1M' borne In Mind th,t every .... rch.nt
r,1dt>r posst>SSl'S • pow,.rful .........nt of both
gun, .nd torpedoes and are capable of
,ccurate fire at long r,n9ps.

1. It should .l ..a,s bl' sus~cted that U-BoUs
.., be in COllp,n, wi th ,ny eneMy vl':ssel
encountl':rcd and that an pndp,vour .111 be
.adl' to lead the intercepting ship towards
these U-Boats.

BoUIe Summary No. 13 -
Actions with Enemy Disguised Raiders
n .. fi..t co..p'......nsi.., British _nt of the ICtl0n bttWffn HMAS
Sydnq,nd the XOrm<lnln is conLlintd in Bolli' Summa'y 11<>. 13· ktioJu
",i(h r.m:my C1isgu;~ RQ;c!m. pubU.~ in 1942 (~ Anlll':x C). se"",,1
billi••umm;>ri,..... ,~ writl,n durin9 ~nd jUII after WWll. Tiley were
clal.$ified 'Confidential" and dIstributed ;u Ccnfidtn/iol Booq 0' CBs.
tllough posH••, .U ....re doomg,aded to '~,tricttd' ~nd rK~tegor\$ed

;u Books 0{ R'~'trtCflor BRs. Lot" in WWII, Ihe infor""lion «lnlained
,n balllt .ummaries was extracted Into ~nolhtr C.B (,l~ fighling
up",;"nn. B;o.ttlt summMies ~e.-.onymGll$ ,uff l'Ilstorits W'flll,n
by tltsk oIflttlt in Ilwo Hi$lo.;e.,1 Section of tlwo Admiliity soon after
the e¥l!nts dnalbed though. usrwlly. with. tiltw ..rek~ thin
the COIIl......s.r. <Iithe.tiDns~. TIwy wen! Inltndtd to conwy
the IIIlV,unWled In.lh. good ",lid biod. Ibout Yilr10US~Illfnu. and
for otben to do....~ INmtd f.... _nttn with the """'Y.
£lftptioNI1y. tilt _ <Ii tilt ilIthor of Bot/It Sll_? No. 13 is
Uoown. boa.-J. H. u..,d~n- tilt Itistork.oI Sedlon. Adair.lI.ty.
wrott to Ioskill u. Aggul;t 19SO:'
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In reply to your note of yesterday, 1 am able
to confirm tnat the Cavtain of the Cormjdll
in May 1941 was P.C.W. MANWAHIN~. When I wrote
BR.1736(5) 1 originally Included his name.
but dS you ~u",.i~e. omitted it from the findl
draft on ~ccount of Admiralty criticism. As
far as 1 re~mber. Manwarln9 said In his report.
rather foolishly I thin~. that he hau a \luilty
conscience tor approaching to within 10.~OO

yards of the enemy. The C. In C. Fast Indies
was very critical and tne Adm1ralty ecnoed
his criticism, but sent their remar~s direct
to Manwaring, instead of via his Admir~l.

These criticisms contrasted strangely with
the C. in C. [ast Indies remark, Quoted on
page b of the s~me Battle Summ~ry, regarding
the action of the Leander with the R.A.M.B.l
in february 1941.

The Weekly Intelligence Review and the Raider Supplements
The WO!<!~1y InleUipnoo RM~ (WIR) was what it :laYS II Is. a prlntC<l
weekly lepo't often containing b3ckground information to events at
sea during the war. [t was issued b}' the Naval Intelligence Department
of the Admualty and intend~ to be read by all officers in "lUI. Navy'
.• ph,.... whieh was inl.nd<!d to illdude all HM Shil's, Austr.liA".
BrItlsh. (anadian. New Zealand. etc. A small numbel 01 RaId.,
Supplemenl. to the WIR _re .1'0 publi.hed. Both WIR and the
.upplemenlS ...,'" clas.silied 'Secret'. C.l.pLliIU in command were pennitted
to retam copies lor reference. but less senIor officers in command were
,equi,td to bu,n thei, copies r:f WTR and lht suppl.m,mts before the
next edition was put inlo circulation. So, if WlRs had been '''''eived in
IIMAS Sydney. It Is ~k.ly that they W<luld have been retained.

Tht Raide' SupplemenlS comprised several parIS:

• The Ii,,!. unnumbered p;ilt, d..lted lO M~y 1941 ~nd published with
WIR 64. was also the first to mention Raid.r G. the Kormaran (see
Chapter I). The info,m~tion given was .pa... but accurate. apart
I,o,n he, n"mbo!" which was gi"",,, as ~6 instead of 41, Raide' Gw••
...ld to be afmed •...with underw~lel torpedo lubes. Very completely



equippt'd, prob.1bly on the s.ome gene..l linn~ the 01"'" ,li~$... •
but !.tlcr In the ,cport it loaid ·the but eqlllppt'd of .lIthe ,iiM,.... ".

• blfHt Suppktnenf Put l "tN 12 DecC.' 19'1 m:I published
with WI. nU"'ber '12, cont.ined gene..l info,...lion .bout lhe
opc~tions at Wdm. bul no spedfIc lnltUlgtace of biHt Gm:I
nont iboul the loss of ItKAS S)'dnq.

• RDiM< SuFPJt t I{ P"'t n, "ttd 6 TflItv.4o" 19'2, o:onwntd brief
but ~nc..Uy conK! ;nfollUtion .bout the etl«lUlller with
RDiM< Gby KKAS Sydnq. Ku.t..,,, the ft1lO'l wasp~ by the
a'lNt thic

... T~e follOwin" d@ul ~ conetrnin" t~e

.ppur.nce ,nd @quipooent of Reider MI>. Ir@
tnc~let@, ,no ~I.~ not .t pr@~@nt all been
conflr-ed by reports fro. prhonen of Wlr.
T~e1 ~hould t~@refor@ b@ truteo with re~HYe.

They,re lncl ..ded as t~1s ~htp WIS reported
to be one of t~e best-equipped r.lder~.

• b,d« SupjiUmtnf hit III. ditt<! JoOctobtr '9'2. was.1m the Wt
.nd <'Onldined the insln>ct.ion t ....t •...Raidel Suppltflltnt to WIL
No. 64 Ibtlng o!IsMt] ...•Muld now M destroyed ... • This P;lJt

upo.ItO Int.lhgtnct about lalliell and tht;1 optrltions. Ind
contilntd mo.t det.ilod inl,"n..tio" .bout i"divid....1 ..ide... As
II, ~ Kormo,on w,~ concerned f.1I 1II gave a bald Un of he,
Op<!I.tionl .nd a charI, and conduded with a palaglaph that:

... 19. Ratder G was In 'clion with 1!.II.A.S.
Syone)' tn 25·S., 11l·E. on 19th Novetlber 1941.
80th ships were sun~.

Meanwlllle, on 15 Ro)' t942, WlR nu",bt, II' Mol contained in the
main IIody of tilt reriew .-hit WJ$ called • ~pecW. contribution dealing
with HMASSydnq.nd birJrr ". the IpKiloI contribulioll Wi'I' r~rint

Itolll the USlC's Ofl\m of Navill. Intti~1'ft (ONljWMkly. All..... can
lie <letcl1lllned flo. 1nttr"lW ~lla! this AlIlIrrkan R'POtt Is~ on
the _II of~ISwtUch had bftn ~tted by ACNB to the AdlIIinlty
in loIIdoft. llwlugh.'" • third-....nd -.miG1I d lhe loss of HKAS~
ltoIII an~ soourm IhouId t. qUlllftl anIlA11 • _ dif«t oersion
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frolll 1Il A\I$u.lWl Or Britisll SO~,« Is not ~u. Ho-w:., thls ftrsion
"lIS subsequently used eIsewtoere.. for eum~ ill the Duectol of ,"nl
Constl\lCtior!', file ow., 0....., Aim.ft t.rrim.nd Cr\l'lItrJ ... Torpedo
.nd HiM':

Since tllere were no ~uryhor\ fro- tile Sydney,
tile followin<j ae~cription of tile Iction wa~

cOIIplled fre- tile HoI', told by tile Captain
of Raf<ler 41, fregHten KaptUn DE'ttJa@r\.
AlthOU\lh there Is little confinaation of its
accurlCY, It Is belleyed to be I relsonlol,
trut~ful Iccount of tile E'nglqe-ent.

At .bout 1600. lone-7 ti-e on 19th Noye_ber.
1911, R,ider II (.(or.or,nl wu in tile
.ppro~I..tl" pos ItIon of 16' S. 111' f _. coursE'
north. speed ten koots or IlOre, w~en • Ship
wu Sll1llted b, tile lookout to tile nortll of tile
starbOlrd bow. distant about 15 _ties. As
soon,s the str.nger w,s identified's I cruiser
stlndlng towards hl_. Captain Dettaers turned
hiI'd left Into the sun (250" Ind incre.sed
speed to full, which h(' eHi.,led H ,bout 15
knots. lhe Sydney had obviously sjIJhted llle
KOr/llOr,n, for she chlnged course to aarboard,
,lnd thu~ the ~pproach bl'q~n wi th the Sydney
overll.ulln9 the Kormor,,, frOIl tile latter's
$llrboard qu.rter, The cruiser repe,tedly
Sll1nalled with her searchlll1ht, lJIlklnQ the
IUVrs NNJ for about lI,l( an 1I0ur, but no
reply w.s •• de by the r.ider .IS the c.pt.in
WIS of tile oplnlon that the use of sucll a
sl9n.l device wOl.lld betr.y his identity. He
w,s ,t th.t ti-e poSinli n tile Dutch ship
Strut Ha/aUa, and III'rcllant vUSl"l s do not
cany sucll eQI.II~nt. In addition, lie said.
lie aid not I.Inderstlno wllit tile slllnil HMJ
III'lnt.

Sr:- ti.e before tile .Iction lias joined. /(OfWIr,tn
broldcast OOסס· 26' S. Ill' E.• Strut ~ raUa. -
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secret ca 11.
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proceediny on p~rallel courses in a westerly
direction H approximately l!> ~nots, the Sydney
being on the Kormor,Jn'S starboard beam at a
distance of a mile or less, KormordrJ, dropping
hl'r Qun.concNlinQ plHes and 110lstlng the
German flag, opened fire with four of her slx
IS-centimetre guns. The first s~lvl1 hit ttle
Sydney's bridge. Almost simultaneously, but
probably just afterwards, the cruiser's first
salvo hit the raider ~midships. Her second
salvo found the ralder's engine room and fuel
tan~s and c~used ~ fire. In the meantime tht?
raider had fired lwo torpedoes. one of which
struck the cruiser forwHd about 20 metres
from the bow at the same time th~t ,1 salvo
struc~ her ~midship~,

Ihe Sydney's forward turrets were apparently
[\LIt out of actlon by the torpedo'S explosion,
while her ~ircrdft. which WdS rep(lrted to
have been warming up, was shot to pieces. The
range was so close that mt?n about the aircraft
could be sel!". The ,'aider's A.A. guns were
used against the crui~er to prevent use of
her A.A. guns and torpedoes.

Sydney now altered course to port under tile
stern of the ralder, and then cootioued 00 a
slightly diverging course on the PQrt side.
She must have been very close ~~ the Germans
thought she might be going to ram. At thls
st~ge, though ~ fire was raging and could not
be put out because all fire·fighting appliances
h~d bl!en destroyed, Kormordn's guns were
~pparently all in action and one of her guns
fired 50 rounds, While all guns fired a total
of about 450 rounds.

Sydney's after turrets were still in action.
She now fl red four torpedoes whi ch Kormordn
t~rned to meet, three of them Passio9 ahead
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dnd One ~stern. A torvedo fired by the raider
dbout tile same time !Iso mIssed its mark.
llotl1 ships were now on fir~. tile Cruiser being
heavily afire amidships and on the bridge.
and do"m by the bow aoout s Ix teet. The rai dl'r' s
bridge had hl'pn hit but not put out of ~nion.

the radio h~d been destroyed by tile first
s!lvo and! I!rge fire was burning In the
engine-room. Approximately half an hour after
fire was opened the ~ction was over. Kormordn
was stopped. and Sydney was proceeding in a
south easterly dIrection at a speed of abOut
fIve knots. and throwing out a de'lse cloud of
smoke which might have been a smoke screen.
but was probably the result of fire.

At about 1900 thl' captain (If the raider ordered
those of his ship's company wl10 were not
required into the boats, retaining aboard about

CRUIse or
R.AIDER.. -0-..'----



100 lllen ~nd ~11 his officers. At about 7300
Captain Oettlners decidl"d to abandon his ship,
whiCh blew up about .io;lnillhL The cruiser was
still in sight distant about tl"n .11es when
the first boats Il'rt th@ Ko.-.ori/n. dnd for
\0-1:' tI .. th@ glow of lhe fire could be seen.
Before .idnight it h.d dluppUred. "0
explosion was hurd. Thr@@wOoden lifebo<lts
and thre" rubber rafts were 1.unched first,
lea~lng one boat for those stili on board.
Capt.in Dett~rs ~ntlont'd that it took three
hours to get lifeboats out of • lIatCh because
of the l<lck of pOloer. Ille .atorbO.t5 h.d been
destroyed, and eo@n If the big bo.t whiCh was
carried had not been destroyed, there was no
power av.il.ble to .ave It, One of lhe flo~ts

coll.psed; se- ..n j..-pt'd ov@rboardand though
a nuwber of these were picked up by the
I ifeboats that hGd been hunch@d. It would
appe.r that .bout 80 w@re lost.

C~ptain Oett-ers e~preHed the opinion that
the Sydney s~nk as the result of the rumishment
SIll! h.d received, Gnd thH thl"rl" could be no
surohors.s the whole superstructure hdd been
so da..aged thdt bOHS 011 (.leek mU$( h!ve been
destroyed. while any boats stowed helow must
lI"oe been burned by the fires wlllch were raging.
At the t\1!IC that Captain Oettlll:'rs WdS prep~ring

to abandon sllip tile bld~e fro. Sydney was
still to be seen, but when he looked round
before leaving the ship It had dlsappe<lred.
His story indicates that Sydf/ey disappeared
sOliewhal before .idnlght, and that KOraordfl'S
sinking was hastened by an uplosion after
.idnight. The weather H the tl-c lias rough,
as it had been for two or three da.1s before
the encounter.

The first definite indication to the outside
world that tllere had bHn an action was rKl!lved



dl 816 c.,c.r ...hen th" t,l<\I<Pr fror,H r"ported
b)' radIO that 2S Ger"a" 'aoal _n on a float.inq
ralt IIU bccn picked ~ 1n p ~'tIU" Zf> 06

11 4( F ...

fighting u~ritr7U

n,.'IMj' [l'lStn/(!lOfll: N.Ye~ a put vi the Iloy.ol IUvy fOl' _,;0\
ctntunft. I gUICW to tlw <tInduct vi opetltionl and l.anics. In July
19421'" RopIICaYy Inuoduced filr/ItI"ll' £\ptr,MC. Ilso tMwn IS C. 8.
04211(2KA). fl9Ilfl"ll' C>pt.""u mrllUd I MCtion on ,,,-,1. Uld in
tlu lIKtion. fditN w,.... vi ........ iJlcidtnU _ ,",",;as n.uop&6.

In this .... the cruisn is durty Intt'fldtd. to ~ HIWi~. tlw
lhlla om;as III tlw ongUIII pnnt~ ~t,'

Cue 3

" rul s.. r
.. ' e~ and
raldtr to

Iqhtl.'d a ll~pl lOllS otSSt at IS
gaoe (has" She did not nrdpr the
HOp. but I~~ed ~er ",lIe.

wnt'., In a position JU5t a(uft the rdlder's
oea". ?,SOO yards df'lltH. Healiing It the
u",e ,peea and on (hI' um" rourse, Ind
presumably pre5e"ti,,'J d" ideal large( for
torpedo auack she signal lea "Hake your' >ecret
letter." The raider then dropped her flaps
dlid opelled fire "lth qun and torpedo, Ihc
flrH ~aho hit l!"~ cruiser's bri(lge ,1nd
l_dlat"l)' afterward~ she ..as hit by a torpedo.
Ihe raider "ilS S\lIultaneou~ly .."gaged and
subsequently sunk.

Fig/lri"ll' ~nt>l« addtd Wt up to luly 1942 thelt Iud been t ....IYe
Allied contacts WIth disguised mflOy laidef' and ...pply ,hips tint'f the
wlbfUlt of war;~nt •... 10 Justify ~lIIIIb upon the elpmern
taintd,· These ~lIWb ft~ hsttd~ a numbel of heildings:'

IdenttfluttCln

T"e pri ... r)' difficult)' ,nrrontln9 K.H, $lI1ps
$ that of identification-dnd tluiUtlons

e~~t'ndered by d(ll,lbts h.~e been clearly apparent



In th actiool. d e ~o~oters tllal h~~e ta~en

pl<lce.

It;s Srllpt~tlC: f tI,,, lfpe t "arlare that
quilt has to tie reto.... ~td til. uqh °h.. r eS$
~f dt;L'Lt 100 cal hH than br the l'~ 'dr' Les 01
pOl1tl~e pr Of. TIIl>rl> can be ~o pOS1tl~e

reco,"oit'on uo en the l'ne-r b \If1dfr Into an
,ctUJn th,t llii IOiei hIs 1I1ent'tr. he r<till .. r
is well ~."lfl' of tll(' efflclef1cr or his II'S9\l;~e.

and It h f;erUin thH h.. "I II p_p 01 I.'very
<trUf1CI! In throwlnq dUlt to f;onfu~e the I S~",

,nd thdt he "Ill _alntaln thl.' pretentf ~nt'

all hopl.' of est<tpe hd~ faded. "p ha~ ..atthed
our mHhod~. and can si ..uldle oil Innocpnt
merch,u'lm.n. or ..~ ..n an A.H.C. "I th yreH
accuracy.

[ne_y F~lltb111ty

Th 1''' Y ha~,

'al ible. d'
l1<.. ",at

w..~ .. r. lhcwn olm 1'1t
f."8"ingintan ar
laplel n telhn QU~:

"QOOd

I enlled a ai 1', aldH~

all ' ..pres nttnll hl_ fl"' a tile
• 0 P "iii 0 n T.lbot BOC~h has
t rn. he ra der tI il r ser

1
A ra der sent a dl·trl.'n call -~RI(~ 'n~le,d

ot th .. .are usu,l -RRRR.-

4) A rahler _adp no lntel1i91ble reply to
lnterndtlon<tl Code ~lgnal "NNJw i"VOU Should
tndtCHe yo~r siyn.l letters"l, and his
movements did not seem to be those of ,,0
lnnocenl ~hip. b~l rather that hp appeared
to top trylnq to dr~w the intercepting cruiser
in • certain dtrectlon.



(5) A r;llder was bluffed into scuttllng by a
warnin~ salvo.

RecognItion

Recognition by negative means ·that is. by
the knowledge thot no friendly or neutral
ship could be in the position of encounter
could be Inr~llible; and every endeavour Is
made to make it so: but the ~rratic movements
of the laggard tramp can jeopardise the
watertightness of tllis organisation, and doubts
burst Out wilen a sill pis found 1n an improbab I€I
position.

Ihese doubts can be I~rgely eliminated by
confidence in tile shipping plot which _ within
a small margin indicates the OCCUl!ant of
~ny pl~ce at any time. It must, Ilowevcr, be
accepted as a principle thot any ship that
cannut be identified with cerUinty fr'um tile
plot must be thoroughly investigated.

lhe most usual method of recognition by
silhouette is hampered by tile limitations of
TalbOt Booth and till' silhouette bOOkS. which
tell only half the story. (ndeavours ar·e being
made to build up the library of silhouettes,
and the situation in this respect will gradually
improve.

Recognition by Challenge

The correct reply to tile "secret call sign"
challenge Is not certain proof of innocence
as the raider may be using the s!'cret call
sign of a ship prevlou,>ly sunk by him; but
this method used in conjunction with appear~nce

ShOuld give positive proof of guilt as it is
/Most unl ikely tllat a raider could make himself
up Into an e~act representation of the victim
whose call sign he fraudulently employs. The
secret c~ll silln methOd of challenge is being



extended tu Norwegi~n, PoliSh. Gr~~k. R~lqian

and free french merchant ships, in 6dditioo
to British Empir~. U.S.A. and Dutch ships, to
whom issue hdS dlreddy been m~de.

It c~n be t~ken th~t the enemy is dWdr'e of
this mHhod, hLlt it should be remembered th~t

he tdnnot operdte it .. ith success (,nl~ss hp
obtains the complete list of secret c<lll signs
which is so far uncompromiscd.

Raider or Supply Ship

It is as well to cldrify the p(lsition of
"raider~ ~nd "supply· ship. (~ri ier in the
..ar considerHions of iost tonnage made it
imperdtive thot enemy mer'ch<lnt Ships should
be c~ptured if ~t <111 practicable. Tt,is.
however, no .. n~pds modific~tion for. though
our need for additional tonnagp is by no
means lesseoed, the enemy hdS sho..n sucll skill
in srut.tling that the ch~nces of the successful
tdpture of ~ supply shlp are remot~. This. in
itself ...auld not be wfficient red,on fur
holding back from capture. bUt. taken in
coojunct i on with th~ fact that His imposs i bl e
to distin~uish d raider from a supply shIp
~nd that either may lldOe d wbm<lrine in
company, His obvious that great risks attend
an attempt to c~ptur~. ~nd that in the majority
of cases ttlese dangers out ..ei<Jh the adv,lntagp
of possible extr~ tonllage.

Need for Circl,mspectioo

Itlere h~ve. unfortunately. bepn casps whPre
our ships have been led i'lto d dan~erous

posHioo by unJuHifiahlp sanquloity. ~nd it
is ~s ..ell to str'ess at ttlis point ttlH our
expHi~nc~ has proved conclusively thH enemy
ra iders h~ve been fovnd to b~ po..erful1y arl1ed
.. Uh ~.q in. gun~. torpedoes, dnd mines;



IMr, ...r, t~~y are P' .>dbly f,tted wlt~ ~.~.L

a'd allle to open 'He U long ,.nq.. wft~

~reu accuruy. rUlnq Ihl' ,IMy" polnu j"to
'l>nsldHation it h ~ledr1,.lh'ldble to re<lard
III -.r,hdl1t.-en with .. the Silspicion and to
,.odllelngdraW1l1nt IP itl nl\lftact,c,l
dlsalhanhg... To iI. II tilt ft~e (ll pointing
the Ollyiol,l~ it 's neceSU'l 10 Cite s~HIc
un In wllleh this ru e hu bHt' disr"ljdr<ll'd.

I tl'>e Ian ,.ar 1l.~.S. ",.Sty and .~.~.

~ Irta.", were bolh 1 turpedoes ,.hilst
weri.~ boats to euft! dls9"lsed raldl'rs.

~.~.~. OIJndee. on the l~.r han:, approaChed
til raId'" leop;ud frOll nan. ,nd (In the
, r51 ,i~n of h~~tl e act·." PuMpt'd all rOunds

f a In. shell Int( ~ • wllh t 51,15tah Ing ..
nq ·asualty.

[Cue I 'Uo'llkr y RAHBI" ind Cue 2 ''''''''"'011 y h,d", JJ' nol
rep,oductod. e- ] :Sydnoy y Konnoron' I1!produced above, r

General E~perience

The~e n,ree dctions clearly reyral til ..
necessity for great for .. thnllqhl ,lnd al{'.tness
In dcallnq with disg"Iseo::l rdlder~.

"rnPrallt sp~aklng the firH ttling to do in
llleeti.H.l ~ ~u~picious ship 1~ to stop hpr. Sll~

can tllen be approached frOll d sultdble titHing
pro.Illeo::l tllere i~ nli delay 1n open1ng Itrl:'
should the necessity arhe. The eX,jlllining
~hip ~~l be kept o~t$'de eifectl.e torpedo
range and present as narrow a urql't as
Poss1ble. If a slltp rfrli~e I ~tliP .. her ..
Sl9n,l ,nd a warning ~hlit .he Should be i1red

there haye been occasions wllfon lI"eh
., uabte U .. has b~n .d~teo::l. and SllipS
e .In9fred, by .. Itlh'e to exerCiSe t~l

we I known belligerent ri9~" Aircraft 5h "Id.
w practicable, l.l<~ lIIila. action.
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A buanling pMty ~h(",ld not be sent tc a
suspected ship. It th~re ~re Hill doubts
~bout h"r shr <;hould be ordered to ~e"d d bo~t

with the ,hip' pape". H,gtl'r, Chlet ln~ineer

and some of the cr~w. It will cprt,linly he
SolfH. and t1me m~y be sGved. by ordering th"
su>peet"d >hip to mo_l' some disunce ~way

trom her buat. III the ~"antim.. ,1 constant
alert should be m~lnuilled and ship should be
reoldy to opl'n f1re n the tirst sign of hostil"
actio.,.

In this cOllnect'Oll it it of intere,t to kno>!
th~t thl're Is strong reason to believe th~t

Germaro dVxiliary (r"lsers are sailed under
tile 8rltish flag d"d. if intercep[l'd, l1~ve

ordl'rs to wHhhold their fire until ti,e BritiSh
wa..,llip ha stopped ~nd is low~rlng boatL

Communication with Suspects

A problem tl1at perpetually aris"s i\ that of
communication w1th ~ sllspected Ship. Tilullgh
m~ny merchant Ship~ havp Shown a most
s~t1shctory efficie"ly it is ,1 hMd fact
that vIsual s1gnalling Cdn"ol be g...arante"d
outside 4 "111'<', and many Commanding Office!";
have felt a great t~mptH10n to close to 8
satisfactory ViSUdl range after ,1 t1resome
period 01 lrustration. If d ~!'ip is r"ally
~dUmhH . ,)no one must GSSUme 8 cornered raider
does oot ~eek ol cooverSotion there Is no
Cl'rt~ln way of communiCdtio., short of loud
tlail i09. rort"oJl~ly. there ~re few sucl1 mutes;
but tl1ere dre many whose sig'ldllinq horders
on unintelligibility. and the raider may well
playa game of th1s oatur". Visual signalling
must therefore be relegdted to the role of ao
did to Quirk ld"ntfflcatfon and not regarded
~s a ne,e~sary procedvr". To rl'C,lpitulate
If communication 1~ difficult. ~top the >hip
by waroiog guofir~. If she is Innocent her



tacit obedl p • h~lpfvl

quf t1 t~~ fi t th.l "e-e~j~

r .; <'. In veq act _~ ~

r ble.. on .nd •

Po~~lbl, Pre~ence of U·Bo.ts
Thf're .1." llle tlt f' P e
f,UB.t In ei' ". ata

Illy s ~~ 1 h P h.. IT e lr coapt 1
I d .a~ I 11.1.1 1 T It • __ nl _

t re ...n! be ng V. 011 l~' ,
the ~~bll.r'n dlv ne "~lJ\1 llip wa~

'orcpd 1"1, "t'l .. , .•,~ the b, I "a
hi"",<.!: but II l rly 'u~trat" tho dlll<j<:"

f .pproachlnq ,\ c",~,,·,t "itt'uut t.k'''\! .11
the A/~ m",\~Ufr .t roe',. diWOHI. Ih~ r""cu"

f ~urvi.ur If '" bOH~ ;'. !hl r~ror" "ltenaed
b1 )n~1dcrlbl rhk Iwle the '"d~" hiS
-ov~d .It \~.st 1 e fr!llll thp DO lllnn
_he'~ '"~ f,r 1rll' bl, f , th~

bII."i f dt.i I 10 I
frOllch • '.'t',n
t.t I

,',,:.,', I.... "
In.:! her pr
• r.bed'.
fr~Cll'.

".
Conclu~lon

a.. I'e th .;I ng rf'a.!r> (.per'e te
M~ ~ho_o th.! il imperatIve to Ilandl",
raider. frQ", h",'J 'd0\le. and 1dentl1tratlnn
will. ;" .11 profab;)'ty, havE' tn be dour by
deducUon. Th..r .. t~ nQ rule uf thumb method
in thls. b~t. lhurou\lh knowledge of Ih" h.btt~

of merchaot ~hjp "pled with. hJW of
fo"r .. will go f~r t lve the PUlllr..



In general It hdS been found better to make d
sIgnal asklnq for informotfon ahout ShipS in
til .. v1cinity ralher' tholrl run the ri~ks of
doulH ~y sticking too closely to WIT ~ilence.

Tile Preliminary Horroti"e of the War ot Seo
In 1944 tile HIStorical Section \)f tile Tactical. To.pedo and Stalf Duties
Division of the Admil~lty publi$h~ volu"~ II of its Prelim;",,? Nnrrnti...,
of the War at S«l. This nMwiV\! desclibed itsell ;os follows:'

(1) Thi~ Preliminary Narrative has been
compi Tf'd Chif'fly from til" dol Ty analysis of
sig"ah cont~ined i'l the War DiHy 01 the
Admiralty Historical Sectfon. It has been
amplH1"d or amend..d in the light of SuCh
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OI"I'T~R SIX 1'1

493. sumo lost In Act jon with Rajder
(Noyember 191.

The Au~trdllan cruiser SYDNEY. Captdi'l Joseph
Burn~tt, R.A.N .. I~tt position lJ/.!>6S ..
104.40£ •• at 0400 G.fl.T. on Novemhf>r 17 for
fremantle, wtlere s',e ws due on Ho~ember 20.
On the 24th. the Australi~n Naval Board informed
the Adm1ralty that she had not arrived, (see
Rattle Sl,mmary No. 13 (,e.30RI(5) and that
the Mval autllorities in the Hetllerlands East
Indies had been a~~ed to search the area south
of Sunda Strait by air. At 1432 on the 24th,
tile C. in C. China. passed a mes~a~e received
frolll the 5.5. I ROCAS at 0100 that day that she
had plC~f>d up 75 German naval men from a
f10dtin~ r~ft. in 26.06 S.. 11.40 L Two
lifeboats with 103 Germ~n survivors also got
ashore 40 miles north of Carnarvon, Western
Australia. and eventually 31S in all were
found.

Sea and air reconnaissance fall ..d to locate
any survIvors of tllp SYDNEY, but a R.A.N.
lifebuoy and 2 Carley floats were plc~ed up
on November 29. 160 miles N.W. of Carnarvon.
from the German surv1vors 1t was learnt that
their sh1p. variously described as the
KORI10RAti. or tile ST(J(RIIARK, but ~!lown to tile
Mllliraity as Raider ~GH. was steaming north
at ahout 10 to 14 ~nots on November 19 In
about 26·S .. 111·( .. and dt "bout 1600 (local
time) sighted the SYDNEY proceeding south at
a ranlje of IS mll~s. in ljood vis1billty. The
raider "ltered COUT'Se to 2S0' dnd the SYDNEY
followed. ~nd challenged, without bcinQ given
a reply. Whe~ the SYDNEY was at close ra~lje,

the raider made a "0* report (dis!lui~ed raider
In sight) and. slgn~l led that shp was the
Dutch SIll.AAT HALAKKA. which she was
impersonatIng under lJutch cf}]ours. lhe SYDHEY



"a' th~n abnut 11/4 11~

.baH I,,~, boe.... th
ab ut IS <nou on • :ours~

I ttd !h~ raider 1-"". h
b I (h" latter dr ;; ~'.r

a d cD~~d f,re Wlth
t r~tUI.ohittne

"hh"aHa'
I '"ady t •• nt'd

.... ta liS y a d

ra d f' f ta

rar, Ih" _ • • k ,
a D ",nil -A~ hlp .er

heH; y " .( .In I
_' 0 th" raO\! hOld t •• '" .
tilt' a t; n ". n~lY ...
• ~t seen .b "'t " ...ay. rt rlnq

,th.Md at S ; t.. p, e ,,-e
he a". a! d ,,' uTt dqe. Ih" raidoer

tllt'll h~r~t'Tf at dt.t IInl?"t, ..hen th
lire ..a5 beyonll contr ,"d .0"TII oon ha.e
rfOHhl'd Ihe alMl""lti ' ;,"d .Inp,. She had
II t ~s Iftt'" ~il1ed' LI, .. a'tt~r'••"d _bOut
4UO lo{)~ to the boat~ and ralti, 01 whOIl a
1arq~ proportiOTl r~Mh d th Auqralt.ln coast.

O..1ng to the far fast Itu.ltl." and the ToSS
Jf tI,e SYDN(Y. the A Halty on Oe~l"mber 3
rllHl'd the AUSIRAI!A t :,,' rl'll'ued frolll till'

e ort of convoy W. ,:~ X. ,"",, b"t,,~oe' St.
Iltl"na anll (apete.', • d' Dr ,c"tll tc-.ard5
rrf'll,)nt1t. The OO~':.P II Ri. 'r". Ih" SOuth
At antIC $I.tl n .... ~~ "ert>1I 'G rt>pl.ce the
AI RALlA .nll e~~on ~.. l te ueI. It ••5

II!, U"d. t"tf II IJui tr fro-
~ • but rtce"t f uQh "eu'cr d''''Qt h.a put
at t,H t. fa! and the or. ftf

1 n t r lhe --.e arr eel ,I



Th~ Official History
~ officWl.lI,ilish hislOlY 01 Ihfse eftnts was wntt~ by ~in S.W.
1loU:iI1. RH, .ond pubIuhed In 1JIt II\n' at Sta.' 1loU:m _ ~ reti<fd
CIfficft.;I qunnefy Spea.lbst. wbo ...rbd on the otlkW histoty in the
l.o~ 1940s mil Nrly I'KOI, .uorl whoo :AlbSJeqiOfl1lly bK_ ~ CIab....
""". No ......rIA 01111 -'-" lInmh enqany illlo 1M .... 01 HMAS
~ II.ls been foulId In ....t.. nchiws, I.rld rhoos Rosblts~
lunory of rhfse -. is tht _ UDIinl.tiDcI 11I~ MI... Uoyd.
Own wrote BoWe SIIm"'O" No.. IJ. Ilo$kin _bcIlfOllt the offiai,l
files, belo'e the~ _,e~ ~nd turned Oft, to thoe P1lO. Hi•
.-thodology w.. to lJoItht'I SDIlrtts. drift lUI iICtD\1ftr of evr;ntJ. ci,culol.
Ih. dr;llt 10 those who hK p.,hcip.led in the.. Dr hid other
contempor~ryknqw\edge, .rId. uslUlIy. to OICcept tile comments whicll
lie ,eceivl!d. Son'll! of 111.5 notes;lle in tlte Cllu'chill Archi....,.l Chulchill
College. C;lmbfldge. Otlter elOmp\e. of hi, wo,k e;ln be found in
lite PRO.

FOI e...mpiO', Appendil N. T,bire I 'Germ<m Supply Ship. Wl'!rking with
Rlfders ;lnd U·bon, 1919·' I' of n.. Wi:l, al Sea emts in RoskiU', notes.
but in draft and willi ~ siltl;w tilire ~nd i.1belled Append1Jl 0. This d,.ft
.... dlected by N.C. Ilea..-nl In the Admtlity ~nc1 rl'1yped ..-w.
on Or befOTe 26 AprillW .....u_·.lo.un to Ilosbll men to thtee
,..,... IhrlDgh only I......~ fWYived in Kosblt, not", ~nd ......_
_ red losbIl tNl "All trUor.ol_ "'" hHtl inMrted". HOft'IIft. ~

co.~n WIlli the publisl'Ted WRion s'-s tNt the"' was soli
.oddilioowI Of lorn inlora.>UOII whldI was yet to .. MidINI.·

Rosbll m>d>ed the affiNl fan on the etuise of the~n mil her
enrounln wilh HKAS~, HIS hInd'wnlten not" 1Nd,

kBUI~L or JAIL,. G !KOk~RANI 5CHI[f 11

'first lIl~ve

~trst ship of '~e<.un~ ..~.e' 1Il~~ KorllOran,
which satl~d Opr \940.

~he was ItdmllUr<J·Arnerl~a liner STflBMARK (94001
17 knots.

",SSlg11td t\ Indian Orean and adjoining AfriUll
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CtW'HRSI~ 19S

J~ Karch ~O' furthf'r south~ captured Brit
tanker CANOOL1H (11,309), Sent a, pri7e to
Gironde, arrIving 1 April.

,9 I"H~~ !> Apri I Rlv with UB ~ r,11drr supply
Ship Nordmar, Mid with Rudolf Albrecht (m 3'
April in ,N 3~W.

Kormoran returned to area of previous successes
and on 9 Apri I s~nk Brit CRAFISMAN (8022) in
o 3lN 23 3101.

RR's by Candolite alld Craft,lIlan jamrned by
ra1dcr.

17th April s.lnk Gref'k N1COIAOS.O.l. (~4!l6) in
1 ~4S 22 1201,

Made ordinary 50S and gave wrong position.

Last success in Atlantic. In 4 lIIonths achleved
8 ships nf 56,708 [ton.).

19 Apri1 _et Alla"ti, wHh A!ste"ufer in 285
1201 alld fuelled prior t, ledvirog for Indian
Ocean.

Rounded Agulhas Cap( 2 May & entered IndIan
Ocean.

Or.iO:n now operatlng to OJ of Madagascar. 9
May heard of destruction Qf Pinguin by Corniola! 1
on H between Socolr~ and Seychellcs.

Kf'\ Adj"ldnt dnd Al,t .. rufer in ltlS 73( on
14' . Latter then left for home.

Alsterufer actually intercepted t. sunk tn 41
I?N 13 IOWan 73 Jun...

~ was fuelled by KorlllQr4n before departure
which was qood move ~s by tfme sIT .. ent~red

,l,tlantlc b' th tanker< stat toned there
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~omoran now decided to oper~te off Sharks Bay
(W. AuH).

19 Nov met Sydney in 26 34S III 00 l.

Stnry pieced together much later.

kormoran ~ighted Sydney about 4 p.~. Cruiser
closed & challenged railler wllo replied as
Dutch Straat Malakka. At ~ p.m. raider malle a
00 from Stra,l! M,11akka. More Sign,11s passe<1:
Sydney now 1000' [yards) off on parallel course.

1/2~ Sydney made' Moi st your secret ca II s l ...n'
. l~st c~rd. Bluff called ~ Kormoran opened
fire. Hits obtained almo~t at once on bridge
& AU lurrcts.

Torpedo hit under A Turret.

Sydney's dfter turrets (in independenl) scored
4 hits dnll set raider on fire.

Fi red torpl'does (mi sscd). About ~. 4':> Kormoran' s
.,nqines broke down completely but utlon
cont1nued till "edrly 6.10 p.m, (55 minutes
in all) by which time it was ddrk

Sydney gradually disappeared over horizon
burning flercely. Final glare seen ilt 10 p.m.

Kormoran in grave danger of 440 mlnes still
aboa,'d so she abandoned ship ~ scultled at
midnIght. At OOJ~ 20' Nov mines blew up.

il+t' .103 men re~Chf:'d Coast or were picked up
out of 400.

Of Sydney only trace found was ali febuoy ~ 2
Carley flo~tS. No survivors.

Shod tu Au~tr~lian preSlige. Reports of
survivors not at first belil'vcd.
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Sydney gr~aual1y dlsappl'ared ever the hurilOIl.
burlllng Ilerctly. ~'d a flllal <;Ilar(' ~een at
10 p.lI. llay havr been caused by her ble"lng
"p. Meanw"lle the Koraor~n herstlf was In
gr~at danger. for Ihe st I had ..ny lllRes 0
bv~rd ana wa h*rll!lf en !lre. Nl!r (fptain
erdered the h p ~o be ab.lI(lonMl and SCutt led
and. h rtl)' a'ter lI'dright. she bltw up. Of
htr rt" of 4 n le55 tha", )l~ ,,_rt pi <td
up hte'. r ru htd thl' Aunrali.ln coa~t.

)1 the ~Y4 y hardly ~ tr~ e was pvpr lound.

Ihl' story 01 the ~ydney'5 last r 'Jht ha b~l'n

told In SOliI' dptal. because. a~ h.,5 been
llIentioned earlit'f', the Sit"dtlM In "hlch her
captain ftwna hl11lself was 1 i<lbh.· to occur In
every Cll"l~ct wllh ~ suspicious shill. ullt;1 a
firm syHelll of lIlec'roatlng a r,11d~r'~ blull
by call1nq the ~hore authoritie had bun
e~tabl i5h"d. And. or (()url , the ability of
til ~Ilore author ties ( "fldent]y 1 tell a
palrolling ..~rsllip that thl! h,p he had
In1ercept d II", I ~ an .0f'lIy "as IIbsol",ll!ly
dependt!f1t "ha.,og a furat~ ~o wltdq (If every
lrllCA 11e-dllO!'r!l4 1 h p' I>i lfl .• , over
lh~ w rId. at any gl.en t IIO!'. Su h k wle49'
w., n t u I, a.. •ed ana kept ruay f r
In, lint u e 'lit! 1 _4r. "nd Itl syHl!'II
wB, In IoIct, n t pert_~·~J ,"til late'. Vet.
gr"ntpd the dl'" loltles ul p ~r "g ""ldtr .
disguise. tile ,pry 'I~sl' approach Ude by
til crrJ"~y durIn 11 ,.hd r 1~ I ..as
(ert.iny us.

Roskitt's (Orrespondence with Montgomery and 8uemer

RQlkill'$ ;n....l;9.\iQ1, in Ihi ti,ly 1950s. using a wldt ,an9t of SQUI~"
may be cons.ide,ed to be lhe I1lQSI complett ntaN'onltmpo"'y study
of what had hapPI'ntd ,n 1M mtllUnltl bet_n lIN> KOfmman and
IlMAS S)dnq. Once again. in tilt lolt 19111s RaillU Iwd an opportumty
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to 't'YlSlI t~ q~n w~n MIChatl/olonI9O'DffY. I~n ,ewuclung his
book Moo s.r~t 1MSyd~, ..ot~ tn hi",_ 1losklll'.Ie1I~B 10 Mo~I!JDfIIfry

conl!nll tt.. ntent or lICCl!U wh.i<h RosIriU h.w:I 10 It.. ottlci~ B,iti$h
ltId Gt.-n ~flls when t.. wu WfllullJl l7w lilt, lit $ft. He h.w:I ~lSCI

etwebd hIS ,nro,...tJon wilh tJw. Dulch lusto,w.. la-,ol. &n.o~. 1M
WI IetttB in lilt o...,dWl AI~ _ 10 d>ow l!wl. whik ...,....

aboul Monlgo-efY'1 findings. Rclstill don not see,. to hnt bten
COTlYjM'td by trw ~lbt",efll~ IWnlgolbt'ry'1 lettm to 1tosh1l
~ ~bo In tt.. 0IwdtilIaK~ but .lit _ InclIlCMd ht1t;
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arrangement. but [ never diSf.overed any
evideoce tlut he did so. I think this story
should be checked from thl' ,lapanese records
before bein9 accepted. 1 !Jclther thH one Cdn
now obtain fril'ndly help from their historical
stclff in Tokyo.

J never found clny evidence of the Kormoran
machine-gunning survivors and ratner surprised
that you say you have found 'proot' of ner
\loing so. The Wi(l(ler WdS the oniy raider to
(10 that accor(lin,. to my recollections. arl(l we
trie(l her Capf,1in for It. I Kno.... that in
the case of U-Buats we r'ecehe(l a lot of
reports of such con(luct from survivor'S but
they were often unfounded. One can understand
ho.... men ima9ine such conduct whi Ie undergoing
,1 dr;>,ldful ordca I.

Yes. 1 oil Sloro? th,lt tho? c,;>rmans had oelr Musigs
code. dlld sume of our secret call signs too.
The Atlantis 'lot a big haul of Intell igerlle
from the Auto~e(lon 00 11th November, but it
seems doubtful if the frl,it<; rl'achl'd the
Kormoran by 19t11. But as d general statement
1 am sure it is true to say that our Mercharlt
Navy Codp, provl'd very leaky. lhe reason ....as
that distritlutiOrl had to be so largp and 1t
was very difficult to intrOduce a new code
world· .... lde on a fixed date.

I don't think [ Hl'r found any signs thal the
Sydney's signals were received on shore. but
I suppose it would be natural for the Aussies
to be very cagey if they were received. 1
have already answered your last Question ­
about the ,lap submarines in the Indian Ocean
in I9~I,

I'm afraid that thi~ is dll tuo va'jue to tie
of much use to you; hut 1 really can't do any
better,
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**' .

I loo~ fon'drd II rNdlnQ YOLlr baok vPry
mLlcl1

Ylur si,,~~r~ly

Captain $.W.

-2 -

CBL
ml.

DSC. L1tLD.

embl'r ?Ist 1978

O~dr Mr, Mont~o ry,

Ihank yOLl for your IH1P' f 16th wloi~h. dmOn~

DthPr th1nq, ,,,.. i,,ds m~ yel d':lain bo\'l 1IIIIjbll'
hUmd'l memory. J Qet your point ,lbO"t tht>

encounter betw<'l'n th" J~p ubftl""ine dnd
Korflloran bl'jnQ rl,dt u,: but I ~ti11 think
y,w $hou1d .he(k il whole story tram thl'
J.pd"e~e "e Jrd~.

I h~d for~otten lhH I I "d ",rltt~n Quitoe ~ IOl
~bout thl' [ormorant' nn) d" dLli()n~ my~elf,

dP,111nq "'dth tnt> [u"yl nu, ,n particular. 1n
my ·ftt>'·Ltl~nt rleet 'n Wlr' (Collins, 1~6?).

If you haven't ~pn thot book it OlIight be
worth your While lu yld"ce at it. I wa', ll"nt
dll the Allred Hell rerord c

, to dO that job. I
~poloQ1sp for mi;do.illg th~ sinking of the
Automedon. Ot c llr~e 11 ,,~s NovpmbPr 1940;
but I th1nk she wa, the first big l1~ul of
secrl't mall. aqain ee my bOok. I think It
included a lot of high I vrT papPr~ bouM for
SjnQ~pori!, as I (~~1l tller'e Wd\ d terrific
flap in tile A~mirdlty re~ardinQ eAattly ",nat
hdd been eompre-ls d ~"I r w~ learnt 'f tier
I, SS.



A~ to thl' lark I surwhor fn,. tt,e )y~"·.y I
41 ... y. lh tight th~t thf' l(M_ r4n·~ people
rf' rted lhat they had een I r blu.. up ,-n the
h r I • 1he :thf I <lrt'aOlul brutdhly
b tillers 0 UPIl tlfy Ih1nUnlJ th4t
hfbhh<!4q41nu rwlr .• 0; t

w 10 w~ t h~r • e tn.n y n40t
hr nd \ ,r9 t pu 1y

".•..~tar 111.
I' Ind... .rrt of

.r9 _f
Oan c

• !lit
_nts

thE' ~Ir..t IoIJ .kk4'S stcret
we ~,,'t 9 of' Ihf' fUI

you .. 1 1 n do,-,l>t IOVt
"'nun 141l1f'<! to h40e
,n~ Afr }ur. It h a

o~'y long tl-eo but 1 d1d Mv!! tnl' ..4r d;dr;l'~

of all th~ aidc'~ wh,tl 1 .. rOlP th War at
~~,l. Thl'y ~aol' no.. ~Il beell returned to We,t
C.~f"'H'Y and ar~ I pre'~,"r In tne BlbllQt~et

le,- leitge~[h1rhIP dt St."UQart or in tne
5econd Wdr dnhioeS In Irf'lh"rq·I,"_Br~15Qau.

Or JerQl'n Roh"er, who i thl' head of thp
formPr, would I am ~ure help yuu IOlHe to
tho 1f you .)pproarh h1111 H 1ro," me.

I'll be oery intPrI'H .. '11(
~bout aoy ~ore di coo~rlr

,

h~.lr I n d"~ course
you lI~y -.a~~.

AI good 1II;~ht~

Y UfS slnctrely
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r lI~r C.ptd in lor
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brNking wireless silence. But I C,UI't say
whether thilt rpport w~~ circul~ted to other
stations though I dQTl't think it lHely thilt
thp Admiralty would h~ve circulated a criticis,"
of ~ senior officH. WIl,1t wa~ given wide
clrculdtion was t!,,~ periodical 'Rilidpr
Summarje~' but 1 leel sure ttut you must h~ve

locHed them.

The question of the Strailt M~lakk~'s call
sign is a puzzler. I know Karel Bezemer, the
Dutch naval and merchant navy Ilistorian very
well and I am sure thilt he wi 11 do a II he c~n

to help you if you int!'oduce yourself to bin
from mI'. His ~ddress is

• •••

OQ ple.se let me know the degrH of succps~

you achieve in sortin'.l Qut the,e obscure
problpms • if only to ~~tisly my curiosity.

Yours sincf'rply

etc

., .

february 26th 1979

Dear Karel,

M~ny thanks for YOI,r Ipttpr 01 17th february,
just received, and lor the enclosure. which I
have rNd with mucll interest.13 It is very
good of you to have taken so mloch troublp to
answer Mr. Montgomery's question so thorouglily
as I wasn't ahlp to qive him lirm answers. J
WdS however very doubtful about his rumour of
~ Jap~nese SUbmarine having taken part in
that incident and am glild tholt you dpny thn
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dny were In th, wdtpr< aT thp ti . He S d
very prr<;htpnt youn9 milll but ;'. illc1 ;nl'd to
pick report~ If" Vl'f'y unrl'lidble ~ourc('s ~nd

thdll to 90 otl chd',lnq h~rp~_ P€'r,Ondl1y I
dor't beliHP there is i1nytlli"y ,ignif;cant
to ddd to Ilermu" G,ll's dccount. dnd 1 told
Montqomery thn I th qht vPry unlikely thilt
thr Knrmor,m kn 'II th ,trHt Mdld~kd'S secret
c~l Sign.

Th~uk you fur point' ~ ut thn th dPrtp<;
WH 5unk by t:.J(I~ nnt hy 1r.~64; tlUt I unly
wrote 'prObdhly' dbout the ldttt'r' ,inki,,~ her.
I have lIlil<le d !lute 'Jf wllat you tell me In Illy
records. in c!~ it ho"ld came agail-; but
the 'M'rch,1nl ~lpPt in WM' Ild' lo,,~ been -Jut

f print dud I ~ee no prospect ot gcttlnq It
'·epr;nted. So Jean",,! dkr a corrp t-o~ In
ThM Llhj€'-t.

.. "

Jlil g d wi~hes

Yours 'ver

ear Montq< pry,

Many thil"k for yu~r ntere~t1nq letter II
4th which certalnlv pr ~j(e 0"'" wei, ,it
tll ay Hartling the~r, s dbout the Kormor!n
Sydney story. Prima facie I admit that thl'
'Gneisenau' idi'd ~f'('ms .l hit far fetched; but
1t w8ul(j b€' rash to ,dy it h illlPOs~ibil'. I
would only urqe you to be sure 01 your fMt'.
belore qoinq Into prl~t. 1 «('member' well tile
merCllant ship~ SL!'dr"hor~t and Gneisen!u, !nd
very fine ships they w,'rp; hut I dIdn't find
any nup t( th~ atter bdvi,,~ b~~n m~ef'ted
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into d rdi~er. tllough she cert~lnly was of
suitable type ~nd performance for the job. I
remember that I weot to a grNt dpal of trouble
to sort out tile story of the Gefm~n disguised
raiders, using tile captured naval documents,
~nd I SF'\' that I ",,,otloo til" pnrounter between
tile Kormor~" dnd the Kulmerl~nd. 1 wouldn't
attach too much importance to the difference
in ~ppparance bptween the two sl1lps sllown In
Detmer's book h ships could and did altpr
tlleir appearance very skilfully. If the real
Kulm"rland did m"pt a U-Boat In the Atlantic
i'l Apr'i I 1942 and did 'let back to Germ.ny
those tacts should surely be trdcedble in ttle
G"rman naval papers; but I certainly didn't
firod <l'lytlling u tl1~t effer!.

It aha seems to me <l bit far fetched to ar9ue
that the Germans placed such 9reat importance
in the Japanps" mldgpt submarln"s; but I must
admit thdt feel irog is produced in p~rt by our
later knowledge of how useless such weapons
gpnprally wPrP.

It seems to mP th.H. fasclnatinq though your
detective work is. we need much harder evidence
be/ore we can accept the whole of the dfgume'lt
which you postulate.

Gild IIIck to you In finding it.

Vours slnf\,rely

,"
+

Oct ,bel' 10th I'lRO

DedI' M,·. Montg(mery.

Many thanks for your interestiny letter of
8th October. I'm gl.d th;ll yOll havp df'flnitply



~l'Hroyed the legend ~bout tile SS Scharnhorst
~nd G..ei~e"du having ~nyth1ng to do with thp
sinking ot tIll' Sydnl'Y. Jt 15 intHestin') thH
thl' pnpmy Jpparently c;rcul~ted the story as
p~rt of their deception phns and that 1t has
apPHently taken in varlon' people.

As to thp part 1 ipn I on !I the J<lp~nese

subm~r;ne you h~ve (Ion goo(l (letective work
but I would w~nt some tirmu pyidl'nc!' than
that which you quote bl'fore accepting it ~s

gospel e.'). evide"~e frum J~pdnese nHal
'ecord~ of the actu~l pre,cnce of a suhmarinl'.
or H least sOllll'thlng aboLll planning to ~e'ld

ne out to thOSe wdte'" Vuur deduction from
the 'S~lt' cartoon s ever but to mr not
decisive enough to pr".l' ,),lp pMtiripation.

I think y,n ,1rp on ",nt rely firlll yround in
whdt you write dhout th ecret call signs;
dn(! the motive about the Klrmoran having hl'pn
sighted a week carli r hv ,10 RAM aircr~ft

dnd thl' fo1Ct "ppre sed is entirely new t,
,"p. I wunder' wloat , pu,t tile d;rcraft m~de on
I~nding. Surely it 0 Id,,·t haye idrntifipd
the shi I' as the Kor ,r

look forwar~ ypry ,eh 10 re~din9 your
d1>ent~ngleflle'lt !I ~ !'Ilpl cated story when
it come~ out nnt April. :t i~ kind of you to
make an ac~nowl"'dgelll nt to 'Ill'. but I can't
SdY that I feel 1 h~y, qiven YOl' any yf:ry
~I,bq~nthl hf:lp.

Wi ttl ail good wishes t~r the success of the
book.
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7 British Special Service
Freighters the 'Q' Ships of
World War II
'Q' ships in World War I

De<:oy or 'lJ ships had ilChieved some successes in Wo,ld War l. the filSl
'I)' ship being o,d.,,,,, by Wi"'lOn Churchill In No~mbel 19l4. and
ew>ntually 180 '0' ships were fitt"" oul bolt......" 1911. and 1918 and
nedlt"" With helping to dest,oy eleven U-boat.<. One of the nlMt
successful 'Q' ,hips c.pt.ins was Goroon C/lmp~ll .• colourlul individual
and seU-publici.<t woo lOa, .w",dod "",II tho! VC and OSO fo' his .. rvie....
After the war he enjoyed popularity .s an author, j()urnalin and
broadcaster, .nd one hi. boob. Mystery Shipf. winch lOa. about the '()"
ships wa, publi,hed in 1928. I>IVsle,y Ships 10<0. translatO'd into ~r.l
foreign languages and plesum;,bly read by hls fo,mor opJlOlk'nts. the
Germa'l$. c.mpl",U'. autobiography. NumlJer 17Imeen. was also pubtished.
in 1932.'

Special service freighters in World War II
It is not wid<11y known th.otthe Roy..l N.vy also operatPd dKoy ,hip, in
Wo,ld War II, They were known ottidally a, ,peci;lt ...rvi"" freighters,
though. Ro'kill. in l'h~ War "I ~IJ. continued to refer to them M '0'
ships as •... the older title i. So W<!ll e'L1bll,hed and widely r"""9ni...d
.. , • Some. ijke Ro'kill. doubted the wisdom of repeating In a new war
a pa,tkular t""tic aoout which tho enemy 10.' .1'00.1 certainly fully
info'mPd. Jl~r. plaM fo' special service freIghters wer" prepa,ed in
the ,umme, of 1'139... nd bool......" O<tober 1939 and March 1940 eight
heighte" we,e filled out. Allegedly on Churchill'. ",de". ~mpbell lOa,
brought back bOlO retirement and placed in overan co"'milnd ot decoy
'hip ope,.tion" The freighters were more advanced tllan the earliCl 'a'
,hips: they h"" torl"'do tubes and depth charge•. and $Orne mounted as
many as nine 4·inch gUM and others 6·inch g"'''. The .pecial ...rvi<:e
freighters we,e expeded to be able to take on both U·boats and enemy
,urla<:<! ,.ide...

The tirst special seTVice fteightel ...iled in December 1939 and the
remaindeT in eaTty in 1940, One crui""d ootween Britain "nd GihJaltM
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~ on Into the South AU.llntic, two WOlked bet~n Sicuj Leone.
Glbfjltar and ~nnud.o. lwo lIlO~ deployed 10 the lIorth AtIUltir. one
in 1M 'Nfltfrn Appraorn.s, md lwo $IlIOll1 ones .11 llIlp!oyold In homt
""tm. Ifone of them eft. si!;tlltd ,I U bolot o. lIf;tOIIlplU.hed my useful
pwpost ,It~ and '- of tlIem. "" "O"'ftlt IIoI1ty and "']If H<1IIIt -...
Il11'pNoied oUId ....nk. wilh 9'~11ol:l olliff. in 1M ......,n App•...m.s
in JlIM I~. TIle Gft-... -.. W too ""'Y to lit UlI!Iht by i'-'
wtu.:h hlId lIml so wtll~ bel.un tM """" 1ndtofd. Ad.minI
Doml... Ior_ U-......I~ ill .olld .... 1....... CiaC of Hit1ft'.
U boot~ 1ll1foricl Wn n.1s.wed SWlClulg ordtn!ll.ll U·bom_
.....,. to fUk. thm ollKb in d;.;"9 In. orld 10 Iff tptNU, bfwio..
0I1ont wps .hi<h W"'l'91ft1 0 .......,.,..

An o,ttlllpt _ iIso alIdt to surpnw flItlIlY bolllbm by hltmg op VI

omi,ollrroh 'IfShop .-ltidl. wilh il>0'_nNlt'N1Id....... Id ...,""I')It
Invilingly bthind i convoy. TIle uruc --. ho=tJtI. worn tllrNd~

mol UU$ fmghter~ no ..~ succe-ss th.tn 1wT anb·sub~
«IUnlffPi'U. Ho-I, the ""'0'<)' wilh .hi,h lilt Iptclil $I''';''

f,tiqhttll II.MI btotn filled !IlI1 Iwd bHn .",111""1 ,1Ity wert in 'Nl
1Ion9"1 of bomIg sunk by fo~ on IIIeu own SIde. nw IIoy;JI ""vi'
Dloputy Chitl of lIovil Siolt RN, A<lrohil T.S.V. l'lIltliPS....toed]ll.l.ns
to. deploying sP«ii1 service ftelghtm Into the Soulh Aliontic. Red St•
• 11(\ lnd,~n Oct.n••nd .u•.......ltd.•ft., .11 ."qui,y in Ii'" 1940. in
gettln9 ill de<oy opcrallons stopped. C."'pbell ~. up dated his
.uIODIO~..phy Dut he left mtli,u\ous leCOlds of his Wo,ld W., 11
opel.tiolll. which;110 in ,he PRO.

The parallels are drawn
for 1M dJ$l.ppe•••nce of HMAS Sydnq. the ~~.nct of B,lh.h dtroy
Ope,,r'OIll in both Wo,ld W.," is twofold: 1M If_Ill of WWJ. whirh
.ppe., to h..... bM,n OYIrtooted. onc! tho comPinson .hicll Roskill
die- In 1M WOf 01 Sill bttWl!t:n the _llng 01 Sfd/fCY nld lomwron
md of tilt~ tlMS NqJI.,,,. ond 11'1I Blll .... 1pl('ii1 IIIVI«' f,tight~,
I.4JJfb1~.

An incld,nt in Wortd Wjr J
Tbe 10fJlfCI0mg 01 the Bnwh u-.l l:oo&rdm9 IlNII>f1 lto-IIUf)' by lhe
c....n IliIoJui-I~N~_ in lilt NoIOY fillh _ 8 AaoJuIl
Itl!> _ m..l@d to ill Ikltl1l 50"'_.., No. 11 1IUliJIg wwn. Noting
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Wt~ c....ns Iwd nUl up tllrir J)toper colours IINI·sinoull,nI!<MlSly
..th loundling " ttlrptdo "tud. ~ wthot '" t'" WWI n.lv~ sUIt
--.og.apll .tlout llus inndmI. wrute 1""'1, ;os W ;OS d«oy operJouons

W ~ 1IlJe" fW'~ '" UIing of Woe n.,gs WU cotM:tmed", ".. , n..
c....... Iwd ..,n m;.oUued tM lessoRS uugllt by 011' -.. ......,.,
dIipI ..." In tM 1ight III tlus uriIImt.. t'" CinC of 1M G,-'~
AdMil~ Jelbcoe. wued an onIto ....ning ships tl> aPl'f'1'"It~ed
~ on tM ......'tn and to.noid bNnttgs on wluclt tof~ could
• filed:

A~ r"garll c the s of his OWU ~hlp. lp~tp!\ant

At~i", had ( r"port thH the 1l611'U)' h.d ll'ft
the Orkney, ,t 6 tJ,." ALl9'''t i, to patrol t<J
thO? O?Htward, MA.t 4,3(} d ..... A~'l~q 8." his
report "'"'t1n,,p$. "'wp sighted a ve"el which
appeared to ue ,n ~rd1nary m"rrhant steGmer,
flylnq th" RI.lHhn ensi!ln, whlLtl vP~~pl we

te,med ,fter with the Intention of bu"ding.
At ,>.4', G.•. we clo,\"d on thO? V'" el, which
,tcpPPd on -.rlng o~r (...-me'c;,1 (od' slq!\al
II.N. ~" 10 'd nn the vessel t within

.tbeyt 8' yard. dnet ....ere .tl<:>"t l' lo_r. boat

.... h.., .Hh .. t t Sll<;1htest w.r","9 It.... l.t~lMod

, tor~d .nd '. "t our decks with" "lhln",
!I"n, the .lIt tl.,. firing a 4,~ In, o,r, gun
IrO. her p ell ,ntu our engine ro 1'1. As the
t rp.do It llle tlltle the .e spl lIa~I('d UP
tile td>r-.ln.n iqn .nd lIauled dow" tile Rusdan
'e. All Ill'r glln and torprdo tu~s w'!re

absolutely c n .Ift!. Our 9'.... w re so plued
that ...' ~ol.lld IInl)' TIre one H • tlllP, this
<;Iun being ,o"tl~Ll~lly "ndN fire. ond the
gun's crpw .11 k led."

Ih(' Gprmans nad well as~ill;l.ted th~ lessons
t.ught by our o"n dpcoy ship'.. lhc H.IIl5l'Y. in
f.1Ct. had been co"ght in d trdP and thp contest
w.s soon pndPd: lrolll the time ~h~ ..... s first
str~ck till the tl~ ~h(' $ank was only three
1I1nutP~, and owing to the 1i,t ~he WH obII' to
get o~t J"ly tn, h. ·.tarboard l>o"t~, These
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Th~ truth IS cl~Gr. Tt,ough ~ COllprE'hpnSIVe
sy~tt"ll \!f plottIng the positions of 411 friendly
lM'rch~nt ships 4nd the IHuE' to the. all of
secr@t c~ll s19ns are us~nti41 to succ@ss In
antl-r4ider operations. It ,,111 Gl..-ays t4ke
tille to establish sud lleu",rfS on I world
"ide blsls. Hean"hlle the diffiCulty of
ldE'ntlfying dn lntt'neptf'd ~h1p,,111 ineviUbly
re-Iln. But to .. ke I closE' 4pprOICh to ~

~uspiCIOuS ship, on I flVOur,blE' btlrlng for
gun 4nd torpl'do ffrE', Is to co",rt disister.

Clmpbell's warning

A1tn tiltdec~nol 0.. Noptu.. by the too..... and tht IpJlllling
rub -tuch the NtplllJW Il.od wntIttlngly run.. CInt~ Iud tried IQ
p.aA ..... w.unilloJ. writing to I'ltillIps. the AOIS. with .n utratt of tilt
wpon of Pl'0Cftdmgs $llbmillK by toomb<~. and~ tNt.
~Ilwanung should be pusK on;
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It"r he •• de ·"1 ~. 11 t lId I 1l('i3rd". I

th ugh I '"1 nu1llll~r WII U~. [h,t "I,e" the IlOdrdfng
oillcer .rrlved '1 ..o~ 1I.10u tlld! he would
M Nslly ~attsfl(>d. I "H rUlly I>a<;y to
',blll",ol'.

Tlll$ ~hip .pprodched bow' or, with the foretop
lMfd ull dnd clrded Ill' H 100 yard' qnq~.

I the" took $IHi';'!l • p "I befure III be," It
Y4rd~. ~pe('d 8 ~~'t·. e.er~1 hundred lien

,,~r.. vrl de(~. If I had be'" I G", •• n I co",ld
h•• e 1I1s.blell M. wj'~ t .. ~,rpedoe ''Ill swept
hlS DpI'" deck. I hue t d the C<'lo/llII'l'Idl'r in
, ,f "bOut t~' in d
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In • p,iv"l~ not~ wv~,ing his ,~po,t of p'oc~ings. Commander lB.
Brunton, RH, (o",m"nding olficc, 01 RfA Lomb,;dg~, mad~ the poinl
that he had al,eady deceived othe, war:;hip,,'

When ch~llenged by ~ foreign wdrshi., I found
confidence was established in hls mind 11 I
made my replies In plain language & in English,
InHead of m~Ung ~ grOUI/ I/ut of the
Internatlon~1 Code. 11115 seemed to satisfy
the two Frencll warsllips very quickly.

I hear NFPTUNf'S suspicions were arOosed by
my Red E'ISl9n, (vide your Memorandum of 11th
December ')9.) It 1 had known tor certain he
was a British Ship I should have Iloisted the
Blue. But he dpproached bl/ws on, gett ing dusk,
~nd I w~s t~king no cll~nces; I clospd up the
tubes' crews and hoIsted the Red dccording to
my inHructiolls.

I he~r also tllat he was spoken to about taking
station close on the beam of an unknown vessel.

~.pil~Brunlon', ..marl: that the c.ptain of NcpWnc had bei:n ·spoken
10·, a ..a,ch of war diarie., repollS of pl~ings and log., ha. nol
shown that NcplUrte w~s ever aw~", of the risl: he had run. Or the lrue
n>lul, of the ship h. had boa.,d~ and in ....tig.ted.
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8 Close Encounters: other
German Supply Ships and
Disguised Raiders
8esldol' t:bt m:ounw~n HMAS S)CJ!IIy and t:bt~m disquisJocl
wdrI .ro._an, t~ _ ~ c\cIIR entOUntft$ With 1M tIlfWY
IIIldrf~whidI.oght be UlougIIt 10 Iwvt~ siMiW """'......
10 u- wlucll confronted S)ilfnry. Thfy ilIdu*d (;eIun and ILili.l..,
cbJlliMd ,DIOn. .tnd in """ USO' • polfllbll 'bI:or-on·btue' ....th •
lrillsh spetioI .me.. IIftghl... 01 'Q' WI'- Only _ ot he.. illcidtnt
raul~ In tht lDss of <me of HM Ships,. bill ill entOUMns llIod.ftd
cbfficulty III COlUIUlIimmg WIth tht~ tWo Wtnc:e OJ Ios.s of
....i.ola. doling insido! t ....~I tff«tnoe '}Un ,,.,.. ~(. Kany. but
not ill. of lhtse lncidftlto wne deUiled iflll/lrd, s..__". Nt>. O • .tnd

not aU of lMm were well ~led by the BritUh fl,.(t:l..

But lhe urly \oK$onuboul ,ili<lIe'l _'fml, Ihty we" hem!y ••.....1.
eqllipP\'d with lo~. mines. and al,c,ift and _nt~ ~.9·i""h

guns whLch wer, capable of centr,l control out to~ effective.a.nQe of
ilboul 18.000 ylld•.

Slgnlficantly. boards of enq\llry into the" C'~l wer' not .h••y5 held.
• nd. wh~re ll\f!y were judd. thty wor, 1",,~1 .ff.i.. rondurtod by thoo
approprilte naval authorities.

British 'Q' Ship Lambridge v. HM5 Neptunt,
20 January 1940
This encounte, hn ,lready ~n~ in Cllapl" 7. Suffice It to
...y hot,. lllal Com.....nder Brunton'. Nilll t ....t he could hift dU.Jthd
Htpw~ with I.....~.nd SMpl 1111 up~"wk. w.u <II Irightenirog
po.tent of what might hap~ m.. an IlfISUSPKtIng wmJup met ~
~&ln ,Ultr. AdJllir;ll CompbeU w. right to IIy to p;t;$t on thf warning.
bIIt the WOK\' with which British V lhipl_••~led in the Nrly
.,nths of nu my h¥ft miliuted agWut hls ~tt,. pu UI w;un

the fIftt.



The raider Thor
TIIot, tM Iounh ship of tlw tint wI'" or Gtnnan Ill~r$, mD two
rollllllfftt! laidUIlI Cl\lLS6 Yet. de$plte~o~rltO!d IggfflSlvety by
Mo rlptlin in 1'MQ-/.1. 1Jro, w;os not. In I.,... of tOIl""!!,, sunk or
Clptll./td, _ of tlw .... successful. rllc»rs. H-. 1fW' findino) m.
qmd: nct1lIIlS in tlw Atbnne. TIIot WI$ 1fI'1'01~ 11\ tIuH .n~_nts

WIth IritUh ArM Hfttlwnt Croison.

Alcontoro's action, 28 July 1940
In 1hoo'. fight WIth tlw AHCAlmmara. tJw IribSh Ilup _ outr~

uod Iwdly dt- J d. no. n.:.-l~ .u- dt...11II _.dIle to
.~ htrMU It ...... As I rnult of lhd Ktlon. tlw Adailllty toot
orvent Slf1lS tel LIlCtUSe the linge of Itt AHct 9UJlI and tff«t othef
;Illp._nu., ON'lignifiant,_~bti... tlwt ",nshioolds

"-Ill be 6\11M! tCI 1lI IJIlRl. tCI protlKt tlw tuMorfi boa bbsl. uod
1Iu.pl'ltl

Comol'On Clutlt's action. 5 Deumber 19100
The Admir.lty's _~umwe.e not In tilDe to help the CD"",,,,,,,, C4s11<!
.hen she met thl' """'. CD, ",.lIe wn. llo'!It cumoosome. lightly
oul1lll'd Unel, 1NI sht 100 bldl, dlmlge<l••hlle the 171M ... ogoin
.ble to .....thdr•••nd ..pair hl'r~lf. Word of r1IaIs SUCCtsstS.15 soon
p••SI'd 10 oll..., r""m.n r.id... who lM!goll (0 01""0'. ";,h incr@~

ronlldenct ogaiNI British AMCs. TIlt action also drew ron;\d<>r.ahle British
forcto Into tht South Atlantic. though th.~ Wl!lt then di~.ted to,he
hUllt lor Ihe l@gul.rGe,,,,,,,,w...hip.Admi,aISchfi,.

The disappurance of the Armed Merchant Ship Vo/toire,
Aprll19101
Tho 1110, tw.d olrtMly tngoged Ind ",oplOd hom tlfO British AMCI wlw!n
sill 1@lllnwitholhifd,HMSlobItatA1.who ... not501""ky. IbltaiA1. I
cumbtrso_linn. ..... out-awIOtUVl'ed. out -g\U\l'oed. anol owrwhtlme<l.
An Nrly hit dnuoyeod lbIto;'." Wlleltsllnd she ..nk without putting
oul .an tne.-y ••poo-I. Tho British only INnlld tlwt thtJ. Iwd bftn ID
tngl~l_nl tlinlugh I Gtntwl rommunlqu~ on ~ Apill 19'1. On 7
April ttluft diys mtt the bl.tW). the C&nadwI AM( '"_ Domd. who
Iwd bftn JtIIl tCI i..-igot.. 1uund hNYy pow.. of oil.and on nt.ftlIivot
IJU of lIou.uo ...... Iblrai,.·. Wt~ poIitioa. Moe.....1liW. obout
lOO _ !lid bftn pid:ed up by tM lllPr .and they W'tft SImI. tCI
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$JlII!1ld tile _ of tile ..., IlS prilOnen in ~1lWlY APJl<Olently, ~ttle

.IIe rGllClUn ...os felt lot IIIe \bit,,,,, Unla On 11 Ap,a >he IfU two
(\.If' ~Idue it freetown. Witllov.t the liwIWI comaunt~nurly II
_t would ""...~ bfm... 4llY WI. IfllS IW1KI.

Lnmdrr sinks R.A.H.B.l. 27 Frbru.'Y 1941
As deKribed in 8o:Ttrk Stl_OI)' No. lJ. HXS UcI"', II cnIU'tf lllrqriy
unned by "'"-~ 1rH tucty not tel Aafmllt W guns III the
lulilln Qidn LUt.B.1. Lft,.. apttlennd difflcv.lty IcImtifying IlK
chlla. lllld ("-d TO JOOO J3fds. WlU1 hit 9U1lI tJ~ m... lllld lIfT.
INfO«! I.A.JU,I. hrIisled ..... Iuli.on I\llo}. t,llintd ...., 9WB lind..­
fire. tl toot II kw IIimltes to, lftnd#r tel mfn ht< guns llnd ~um fu~.

during -tu.;h tl.e It ... fortunlT~thllt the ttlllwl's file wu nut quic~
llnd _ .ff~ ""--. Ii... $lll_ llt dooM '..... 1.011 t.o.....
~ the LA.I/.Al, on file llnd lht Il.tr. blirw up,

Corn_II sinks hnguill. 8 May 1941
TIw l'r/lfllin _ t .... SKOnd _ UltttUlul oIlln tht loI.i..... unLllllw

M HMS CM!wlIU in Mlly 1941.' As nottd In Chllptf' 6. Connoull Sllnk
llet. but I'Ot bO'folf tile CTU1S'eTS c"pt"n Nd llllowtod tile ,"n!lf to closf
to 10,500 y,,"ls lll\d l'rnguin Iwd ll(l)rOld. _1,,1 hitJ On Col"""n, .hose
~uftS, wilen orde.ed to fi,e fOT efftet, .ulfe,t<\ lin f1e<trlc"l Illilult.



CO,nlOllll SOOn lK~Tt<l .nd blew up the ,"6e, .nd, lonun.\ely,
hngu,n'l ••pid ITId llCaIrat~ fire ,.lISe'<! only 5Ugllt .um.. wllile
uu.pnel ...... ncWd only r<>ll' British wilon.

In ClpUln IWIwlTln'fs \IOOrds, mft CDmwalI JwcI tired • _tC1 lWninIj
sIIot. he~ th,t •..."A"~ -r turreu _ lICK tQ.IJung Ind kft1:mlJ
on tt.. wgM ... ......,. woOS~I.....l._.T1w eN!my<w1d IIOt M ... <hosm
• be1tft _.m 10 open fife .... llw .-I tell .mutH _,~ noisy and

fun lII,nndenl. (OIUW wn a1.t~.WIY10 !'on 10 the IiJlut III "A­
o:a,llI ofda- 10 open llw ,;onqe 10__ su.iublt 'Of ow ....-m.
COIII~10 tM of the me-)'. and 1O.'fOld the 4Ingef of IOrpt<!oes •••
poole' to the Il.u.ing rimIit b.>cI f.nltd.•!though tlus _ not JNbstd
.tllwU- ... 1 JwcIllw ITlnDyiDoJ nJlftinlce of beiTlI!I.t tffecti... gUll
mtgl! of ,u\ me-)' sJup .... WIth Hu MI)tStY"1 Slttp~ -.y collllUlld
~ "pM:I.nd Eoirly oICnlf.te fire. heque1l11y being st•.sdloed.nd tt..
........,1UIlltnt poinlinoj onywhe,e but .t the eN!.-y _-'

~~ otheT optra.tutg ~rro1S onboud CDrrnoaU, l/I.1t leqW1t<l heT
10 stop ,n the fIotu...fte, 1'elltJuin hid IlInhnd winch.. Mel tt..tatte,
~n In the Kcomponv 01 U-bo.lots. mlqhl /1.1... ~n t.t~lul. LltCT. oN!
offICe! dIM hom heat >tTO~ in thoe lOCI heat of thu"9""" 100m ~fo,~

elect,ic.l powe, roull! be Itito,O'd.

O"nlOllll.lso le.mO<!, lrom im~,rog.uon of enemy prison~", tll.t th~

Ge,m.n romm.nding officer w•• ,~.dy Wilh. IrtiCht'ous tiC'll/:. H~ •...
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had previoully cont~mplated .topping wh~n forced to and th~n trying
to 9"t within doS<! gun and tOlpl!clo rango lor a sUlpri... attad when
picking up til<! boarding parly ...•

Despite CornW(l!fs well·executed daytong ~arch. the CinC, East Indi~1

Station w;u not p\ea!4!d. Among't oth~r issu~., he lhoughllhot eo",,,,,11
'hould haw broken r~io .ilence 10 ldl /tis CinC whal he was doing,
and to ask if the Tomerfone. the genuine merchant ,hip who~ identity
FWn~uin hod adopled, w.. in tho! area. TIw! CinC's cowring lette' to the
Admi,alty lead.:'

No.791/1.I.1237. 15th July.1941.

lIlUlll~IN!L.l!fJi.E.B.lIhN RAIOfR NO. 33 In H,M.5.
CORNWALL· 8th MAy. 1941

5I r .

r ha~~ the honour to forward for th.. Information
of Their lordshIps thE' enclosed "~Port by
Cdptain P.C.W. M~nwdrin~, Roy~l NdVY, H.M.S.
CORNWALL On the sinking of a German raider on
8thM~y. 1'l41.

2. My criticisms of the conduct of th .. cperatlon
In It, various phases He "tt<lched as
Appendi xl.

NOH: Ihe full story of the lngine Room
Oepartm~nt failures after til.. actlofl will not
be known unt il the findln'.!s of ttle 80~r(/ of
Enquiry or(/ered have been received an(/
ConsequE'ntly thE'se happ€'nlngs arl? not conmented
upon in this letter.

3. 8rOddly speaking the faults amounted to:

(a) Too rigId an adh.. rc"ce to WIT silence:

<t>l A confused ~nd incomplete dppreclation
of the situation leading to

(c) u~prE'parE'dness for all e.entualltiE's:



(dl lltl:'l'rf@ct orgd~lsat,)n d~d tr~;~I"g

withi~ the ~hip t, dedi with bred~dow"S.

t. Ii'll' cUllluluhe eflect 01 the errors and
_IHlons IIIlght w;> I hhl' reSullfd In till'
raider euaping or (0\.', ..... ( Sufferi"g IIIuch
III<Jre ~erious ddllaQe thUl S/le d[·... 1 y :lid.
lhp rpdpe.lflg fpat~r S art' thn Illp aldr-'
••S 'ound dnd destroyeG.

~ A, t1o~ hdS t ....
tile {d~t 111d;es SQUddron
thp brpa~lnq o' II

r ....Ha es.

p,o-.,,'C!dlt t
t ons reqardiflQ

" ••flar

6.~' illite Ide"t f cat • a II u h 0>

withOut rls~ to one's • shlp ~st a WdlS be
• 'f'ry dHflc.. lt II,ltl~ ~ • y .. ·n ~Il

tn'e-y SO ..ell ,er~ed 'n lI'e drt 'deCe t d
tM Gerllans. In thl< H~, "ad (O~~IIAL keot
lie 1I0re lnforlll'd ,I _nat .~ 90lnQ on she
,,,,,ld ha,l' bl'fn t.ll! tll.,1 no frlpn<!lr .hlp
W~ ".pect"d '" her '_t'dldt~' "ity J~d

thn S,S. rAMlRL"Nl~dS "ot In lll" ~tH10f,.

In any case, the failure o~ the odrt ~f thf'
su~pect..d ~hlp to o""y th .. Iqn~l, mJd~ to
Iler or to be influenced bl ....arnlnu ~hot~ was
jUSlli1c~tlon enouQh to ope~ lire wltll effect.
I concur g"nerally in tile appr<lolrn proced"r"
$U9gested in p~ra9r~pt' 72 oi H.M. , ,ORNIIALl'~

rpport, a~d Instruction In thl'se I lnt's h~v(,

bet'n s~ued.

,11 tl'lerp is good r('dson to "ppose tll~t the
raider h~$ captured Brfthh tn,,~ "n bo~rd, I
st'~ no otl]e-Clion to _ u(h ';9nal proposf'lI
In plra\lrdpn 13 of H.'l.,. C .·NIIALL'~ report
be1nq iliadI' 1U-.----.1LS: (rnu.llig....Ili"91 hclt ~nly

pro,ided there Is tl-e t p.~$ it "Ithout in
In7 ..ay prej"d1clnq the CtHr""I',, of the
ral (Or TM' ~.v;"9 Of Srill ~ Ihh "Ill not



of course influence the Germ~n decision aod I
think as a general rule if the Captain of the
raider feels there is the slightest <:h~n<:e uf
doing dam!ge to the British warship or evading
her, he will not a<:cept the terms.

8. The Commanding Officer, H.M.S. COR~~ALL In
p!ragraph n of his report recommends that
this class of cruiser should be fitted with
short r,1nge R.O/f and that boarding bOHS
designed for the purpose should be introduced
Into the Service. I concur in both these
suggestions.

9, Reco!B!!!eodations, After full consideration of
the Circumstances the only recommendations
(lorawd,ds] of the Commanding Officer which I
can fully l"odorse at the present moment are
those in respect of Mr. William Ilenry Victor
Loveless, ~arrant Ahipwright, Royal Navy, and
Hr. Frederick Charles John ~eiseman, Warrant
Electrician, Royal Navy (see Appendi~ x to
N.N.S. CDRIl~ALL 's report). lhe temporary
repairs to H.M.S. CORNWALL Wl"re certainly
carried out e.peditiously. The recommendations
of Engine Room Department personnel must, I
consider, aw!it the outcome of the Board of
Enquiry, while the recommendatlnns In respect
of gOOd ser"ice in general and not this action
in particular Could more appropriately be
considered in ! Periodic rather than an
Dp..rational list. ! am instructing Captain
Manwaring accordingly.

I have the honour to be.

Sir,

Vour ObedlE'nt S.. rvant.

(Signed) (R, LEATHAM)

Vice Admiral.



Dewms/lirt sinks Atlantis, 22 November 1941

H,v,ng bM~ in he, J8.(h fo, 1000000001ln in Ntly 1941.~ cnnw. HMS
Dtvotuhirl Iuod Jo.tttr hl<k _king~ oinki"'l AIIll",u, Alhrlll11 Iuod
bHn the _ successful <hsguJsed ,;lldK, slnkinlI or apturtnq _It'

1011... eYen tlw> .." reguw ~""'" wmlup, tUYU'I!I puH'd south
of AIlSt.~ in Augusl 1441, At"'...u..s dti..ltd on .... '-ourd
~ to.n;os, Ubo.ll supply ship, .ond _In lilt At~ juR.
IOUlh of the~IOfwhm DPvonlJofTf fowId hfl.~I~ W3S ftymg
dU$k -' lUwn .... p'tmb .ond .t firu l>ghr At.lo...js W.AI <pOltN by her
W.m.(tht _~oimcrm.uS)drltyumtdl.Tbt~ ..ue.pttd
~ion by 1O'ndin! I.... w..wp ,.... rf'pOfI. RU. but IIRd 9-PO
of IJuft ItItm Inst~ of fOUl. oUId <)01" ..... _ (no! YIlsicjnJ .AI

1'bbP/IO!"'lOS.~ ...t'.:>llr the ~ttfftctlwflDllUllJO.~....u:I~
!Hob "..lio A"nce 10" illhis """Id "" I.... !JPfIIIi.~w.•no!
tlw _nt tilt CinC .eptied in IIv lW'JoItil/ll.~ opmtd fife lit 1'.000
yudt. AtlDI'Ilu soon bl.ew up but. IS tlw Plftt1llt 01 U·boau _nrongly
IIlItpKtN. tlw ...rYi....." RTf not picktd lip.

DorSft$/rire sinks the U-boat slIpply ship Python,
1 Of!Cfmbl!r 1941

HMS DotwlSlrur"s ~nking of IIv Pylhon ..... ~tlwrmocIrl of lhe correct
""y 10 de Ihi"". t.Jpt4i.n log" ll$t'd i>eri.rl\ 'KOnnlllWlI(t to .lIgmtnl
his se.rch .nd...hen"" found his c!LoU!. he ,emllinrd _n <)uuidr iu
gon ,a~. and continutd hIS anti·subm.nne %19 ug all the time lie
wu 'If., ,hf d""m. 1'w<:> w.rning ,hot. at 10n9 ,"ngf _'f ,uflioen'tn
P\'rsuade the Pyl/um '0 s.:uttle he,sel!. Pylhon .... ,"flying 500 men.
h\'l own(~aS well as IOmt MlonhS survivon whom sht /lid r«overrd.

Durban meets iI ship who gives a false identity,
13 Mar(h 1942

As no,ed in ~pt... 6. in DKembr. 19<1.1 the Admh.lty plomulgllted
,prdfk .elvke on ,&ide.~W tlltthods of por.illvt ldentillu.tion
uPng info,...tion 01 ,.,dIlInt shipping__'Ileqntf !.his~.

even so. _nthllllt6 the tndoQed 'YI"e:ao IOf Idtntifying shipE w.as
not lIOrktng fuUy. Another apenenced nivlll o/Mf. c..ptllm P.G.L.
Caultl. lISt. 1tH. ai IlKSDurbtrJl. whPn mtxi:std for~ OJ -=IwII:
Utip 10 .....pe by fivi"'l • bbe identity. plNdfd in hit ~ffl"lC'l! t!wt
thr« qlWtm fII the __"WI! ship' _n'6K f~ltd '0-.
atn«tly the lOI)MI"11Kr -Yoo shoold..u yow ..... le\tm;- (tlw
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$;lIne signal ...~! by HMAS Syd~ to tM KOlmoton). In failill'lligllt,
.nd in <>rder to identity his chase and read its' signal!:, Co..le! Iritd
closed tM unidentified me'cha~t ship to 3000 yards. He al£o dep.,ted
flom the procedure laid down, vit:'

(II) CIIIILL(NGING

Challenge procedure in <lccordance w1th NCSJ
371 ... This procedure 1s shorlly Ill~ing

extended to ~ll al11ed shipping and should
assist identlfic<ltlon ...

Co..let claimed that. •...•boul 5O'l:. of British MClcllant Ships do not
n~d.rsu"d this procedure and the results obtained aTe the,.fore
hequently Inconclusivoe .. - The following document provides C....let"s
full erplanation:'

Sir,

I regret to report dS follows concern1ng the
encounter of H.H. Shl P under my commd rrd wi IIr ~

merchdrrt _essel on Frld~y. 13th Harch. 1942
which may hne been the c<lptured British Sh1p
SPrYSANK acting as an enemy minel<lyer.

7. The sh1p was 11rst sighted al 19258 13th H~rch

beMlng 755'. distance 11 miles. 1 was then
in position 35'53' South 70'10' Fast Heer1ng
2~1" at 13 knots. P~r<l_~nes were streamed.
The ship appeared to be sleering 090" H ~bout

10 knots and It was estimated she would pass
fairly close and th<lt an ~1ter~t10n (If course
to intercept her would be unnecess~ry. I
accordingly m~intained my course and speed.

3. Ihe light. which was in my f~vour'. w~s fa1llng
f~st and 1 do not consider 1 was sighted by
her until [ cummenced ~lgnalllng. us1ng a rl'd
Aldis lamp. She was then at ~ di<;t<lnce of
<lbout 6 miles. On sightIng me, she appeared
to m~~e ~ slight dlterHion to starbo~rd bLlt
soon rl'suffied hl'r orlg1nal course.



4. I first slgnallp<l Iller lhe lnterrtitlOnal
19nal II~J -YO" ~h Id .a~e yo"r 19nal

lellen-J, She dld"Gt ans""r this. This ".5
" no Iray "n"'II. .,~ _y l!'llerlence that

only ;>~~ or -e,cha t ' ps anSIIt'r thiS l'1nal
correctly and In any ,a -O~l .. r hant h ps
llelay constdprably lw 'e a"s»e""g "hell Ilrst
called. There Ir.~ s -e 'gilt ~!t and as thp
range "H St 11 cons.derabie I Mil ,ed a
.. Hte Aldis La"p ana aSked - .. ,'at hip?- This
...as anslrl'rl'd at ,net 1 (_"for.ity ... Itll usual
practice b"t thl' ~rch.nt shlp'~ stQlna1l1n9
ld,"P lidS bad and dl11;c"lty was ,..pe-denced
in re.dtng hl'r sl9nals. RepetitiQIIlIdS called
for and she rl.'pedll'd !,er .n~wers mor~ th,ln
once, (vl'nlually the 10110"ln9 lnfonlldtlOl1
.... s obtatnl'd: "IFHRNRANK Ne" York lo Durb.n-,
Ii"r st1houelle ll'~ lhen compared llith that tn
"~erch,nt Ships ('albot B()oth)~ and found to
correspond. Sh( th st9nal1ed -G~d 1I'9hl-,

5. IhrO"9110"t thl' "II 11, p /Oter "'y S"'pl .on~

had not bPl'n irOU "d for the < • owing reasons:

Ii ..tI" "as st9hte(\ II t"-n I! .. lies oj a traffiC
route at <Ius~. lr1thtn 0.11 s (If land. She
IIUSt therefore t'lh~ been c~.rat\¥ely close
to land fOr ..ny 441 y llght hours fnd In eny
range of fIr reconllal~~ance. RI'(Onnaluanee
aircraft t'lad bl'pn sgllted dur 119 the
forenoon,

(bl When ~l!1hte" Sill." ..as ,teerln9. ~oNWl course
and lWdl' no su~ptclo,,~ fftOvellents throughout
the encounter.

fc) Shl' answered sl!ln~ls lltlltngly although her
stgnalltng lamp "as poor,

fd) Her ~jlhouetle corresponded e~act1y with
that to be e~p('Ct"d for a !lank Li"e ship.
It was knoll~ th,t ~hips 01 thIs ltnl' .Ight



be encountered In this are~. It ~as ~lso

clear th,;t she w~s not in ~ny way silll lar
to any ~nown raider. fler "dme ....as nol ln
~ny shipping intelligence lists which were
then onhoard but th~se ....ere inComplete and
her omi~sion was not remar~dble.

b.As I was not suspicious, I did not consider
boarding but in any case the weather condillons
~t the time were unfavourable.

7.At the til'le of the encounter my port engine
w~s out of action due to ~ leaky main steam
Joint and I was proceedlng on the Starboard
engine alone.

8.At thi~ point I was heed with a familiar
sltl'Hion. In order to elicit further
information, it ....uuld be necessary to close
the range tu )000 yards or less. At any greater
range the merchant ship's signalling lamp ....as
very difficult to read.

9. Tu close on the bea.. of a ship which has not
been positively identified is obviously unwise
and the correct method would therefore appear
to be,· to turn. work round ahead of the ship
to a position about 3000 yards on her bu.... and
order ship to pruceed on a certain course or
to stop. In most cases it takes a long tlme to
make merch~nt ships understand what is reQu1red
of them and the procedure itself would occupy
a considerable amOllllt of time. Moreover. in
order to be practically certain of the identity
of the ship concerned. it is considered that
SUch a procedure would be necessary ln the
case of many merChant ships si<jhted during
dark hours.

10. [ach merchant shlp so treated would be delayed
and a warship ma~irl9 a passdge along a



Ir quented lrafflC routE' .19hl hI' con~lderably
:lthyed by the neceSSity uf lI<»i"9 ~ev4'r.1 of
1l1~se 'd~f\tilic6tion~. I Mve tnerffor~ ;n
the past ronslderPll il undpslrabll' and
rnpr,< I (c<lble ....hen '-II 11<1 ~age to '<lrry oul

til'S cO"'Plete lll~nt;;lCU pn unless ~u~pjcious

l"u.~unCl~S exhtell. A~ : "<lll" su~pl lo"~

"lht (<lse! allo.... ed the hlp l proceed.

I The "'"rchant Ship Ill' O9n I>r ~ure ....J$
n t C<lrnell out as ~~ s. u d hhe lIeanl the
I t .. ratlon of coune and thp procedure
..,t, ~ <lbo.e. It''a <II !>fen -1 upo>fie"ce
that <lbout !I01: of 8. tI h l\erC/'Ia"l ShIllS (lg

t drr\tana this p' f~dufe anll the result~

t. <Ire Illerl.'f~re fr~uently lusl, .. ,

1", My

""
'<I,lure to penetrlte the ~'1u se (If this
ayer 1s very lie 1 regretted.

J have the

,, .
,r to b •

(P G.I ~lah'l

Copl.i". R,ya IHvy

O,IO! 1<ICl. wl,irh l'ltI@r!jM. w,lS til". if nulb<>n hid a,ked hi, Cine, he
WOuld have bHn told thillllO soch ship ... LfW/r!bcInk ..... In lhe .,1'<1.
TM•• I.s mo'e lbout lhu unsa.uslaetolY U'Cl~nt III &lll~ St<mmory JIIo.
lJ. Cuk1.·s tIpllllloluon 1I"U rocogni'l'd u bflll9 .athl', lorme .nd lhe
t'OV'l'l of thl' lilt ;, end,,,sed "B/E {liwrd of tnquiJyl held 26.l.42 to.plIoin
P.G.L to.ulet Pst RN to blame".
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Notes
1 Tho TIlo, ".' Reidel [01 Schiff 10.
l TIlt ""<!gain " •• RMdel F0' SdlifJ 33.
3 -Sinking of Gt,m.ln R.l.idot ,opoll by IlMS «>,." ..dl. IJ Moy 1941. NIiB

fit. (follnt,ly MOI~44/41).

4 Covering lfltf! h.", Cine r.'llndlf!. IS July 1941. NIiB (fo'...lly M
012944/41),

S Allon/is was /l<>ide' Co, Sdli//16. Tile fi"t .ntry in t~t No",' WM
Diory 9''''' 1M 0'"," Gl>Jd,n/tlJ.

6 Adm",lty rM<U<jo, 1~18A/l~/l2/41. PRO, ADM 1/12033.

1 ib'd
8 1.0"0' h... HIlS Durban, l~ I4.l.IOh 1942.' (ncounl" wilh "oknowo

.h,p whioh ~.w "'.ng n....•. PRO, ADM 1/I2Cll.





9 Lessons for the Future:
Admiralty Orders for
Dealing with German
Disguised Raiders
Learning the lessons
As noted in Chaper 3. on 30 November 1941 the First s.. [.(I,d in London
Mked Ih~ ACNS lOT aU .v.i~ble in/Olm.tion If!IJ",ding the ~tion between
HMAS Sydnoy and the Ko'mo'on •...so that we can deduce any lessons
101 the future."' Some of the sped.fic ~ssons relating to matteu of
identificati'm. approach and ch.nen9/! have been illu.<ualed already.
bul there .... ,.. also more 9'!Mral implicatlons lor RN practice.

Aims early in the waf
One of the d..n..l~Admiralty ';111$, ",Iy in WWlI, w... to capture enemy
1000"9" and to add it to the British registry. Aside effect of this would
be the ,.ptu,. of potentially valuable cargoes. and ""lnable intelli¥n"".
It is not de'" from lhe dncumonbl found in 1m. .,chi""....1""h" this
meant imelliljCnce in gene,.L 01 whelhel the authors of the variOIVl
minutes h.d some knowledge 01 Enigma and Ih@Opl!,.li",,,conducted
10 caplu'. <ryplog,aphi< material lrom Gennan weathel ships and U­
boats. The deNte de.cribed in the following documents is ~,iph~ralto

the Ion of HMA$ Syd""Y. ex~pl that it largely ,terns from a signal DIG
161SAI t6 De<embel 19~ 1 made in the aftelmath of her di$3p~.r;lJlce.

Furthermore, the various minule. help 10 illominal. Ih. views of ..nio,
olficer' in Ihe Admi,alty.

The presence of U-boats

It had been the e'tabli,hed plactite since Ihe days 01 san 10 hoa'd
.u.picio"s vessels. Mo,eove,. the [""tom 'md practicO! of the S<!a.
reinforced by intemalional L1w, placed. responsibility on wa~hip. to
ensure the safety of enemy .ulVivo... Gland neet B.ttle (ITde', in WWI
had .\lea<ly gone ",me way to chonging these obligatio",_ and IhI!
.'I"'rie"co 01 WWIl added impet"". As thl! wa, progle:osed the Admiralty
became more convinced that:'



NOw th~t it i~ the policy of the enemy to
,Lreen Merch!nt Ships with II bOJts. it i~

Questionable whet.her boarding or !'e~cue work
is pr~etiCdble by dny of H.H. Ships without
iTlLurring an unjllstltlahll' rIsK ...

The problem. which thil lituation expoled were discusstd 0...., many
months of 1943 and into 1944. and in a variety of dtfferent contexts.

Boarding disguised raiders and blockade-runners and
picking up survivors
At fif'lt the debate concernC<llhe yalue 01 intelligence to be gained and
whether .hips .hould Ilop 10 pock up SUrviVOll'

2. Medns of preventing th scuttling of pnemy
blockade runnH5 WPrr> glyen ,ueh thllu~ht during
the ypars Ig39·1941 dnd (inter alia) It was
proposed that we should announcp that we would
not rl'SC\lp thp crelilS of scuttled ships but
Ip"y~ th,,", to their fate. The reasons for
deeidirl'.l thi~ proposal are welT summarllP<'l in
V.C.N.S.' minute 01 tho nh M,lrch, 1940 •...
and War Cablnl't p,lpPr .J' the ,SlIl July. 19!1.

When the C. A. f, 0, [Contidentlal Admiralty Fl.....l
O.derl Wd~ l~~t ;Hued it had been proposed to
omit paragr~ph 3. but it wa~ rpinHatpd by
the directIon of lhp First lor~.

3. Sincp that d.te it lid> b! ;o"'e known thH In
certain areas hlockade rufiller5 h~vp both close
and. djst~nt screen~ of U·bOdts so that it
h~~ become e~tremely dangerous for ships to
stop either for bJdrdin9 or to pick up
survivors. As d result, O.O.O,(Hl Issued the
in~trllCtiOn embodied in C.A.f.O. 1071/0 to
cover crulsprs ,lnd ,1hoYp dn~ now sUY!lests
thdt it be e~ten~ed t< dll H.M. Ships.

!. In the CHe 01 cruIsers; and above the
operatIonal rpaSon, in fdYOUr of dbandoning
dttempb til bll~rd a blockade runner or sa~e
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her cI'e" in oreos known or s~spected to b<>
danllerous to U bo~ts are incontrovertible.
further, the oper~tion~l re~son<; allalnst
cruisers ~nd ~bove stopping in all dredS to
pick up survivors are cogent, the more so
since the reasons against dbdndonment set Out
In W.P. 41(1/8l He not as strong dS they were
with the reduction in raider activity. A threat
thot the U·bo~U who h~ve taken their place
would not pick up our merchdnt seamel' ..ou1(1
clearly cut no 1ce. H. Branch are not. however.
cleor that it is necessary or advis,1hlE' to
e~tend tile prohibition to attempts to bOord
In arf'as whHe the presence of U boats is not
wweeted.

~. £qudlly. in the CdSI' of I!e~troyer~ ,II11! below
fl. Rr,lnch dnLlbt,

(a)whether a prohibition against hoardlnq
ougllt to be is~uel!. or

(hlwhether ~ prollibition dlldinst rescuing
need apply to areas wilerI' the presence
of .1 U·hnat 1s not suspE'ctl'd.

The obvious impnrtance or bOarding 1s th,H it
improves our chdnce~ or ~aving d cargo of,
e.g. rubber. whlell millht be of Ilre~t importdnCe
to the war effnrt, whilst apart Irom
humanitarian grounds tile two disa(hant~ges or
~ complete prohibition dlldinst rescuing
survivors arf',

(d)thdt we lose whdt tldS proved to Ile a
very vdludble source of intel1 ;<jellce. and

(hlthat if our 1nstrLlctions are discovered
they give the Germons almost as good ~n

opening for anti llritish propaljdndd ~s did
shackling.



6 It lIIU~t. however. be ad.,ltted that the
.bandon"ent of ene"y (rrw has on O[ea~lon

had u~l'ful rl'~ult .1'.9. i, the (.~e of ''''''.5.
£¥O~'>IlIR['~ r,ider >ohe~e the (rew >oue picked

uP by U boats "ho had t abandon th.lr patrol
and rHurn l"'dl6te1y HI the'r b.~e~. In
s_ (.~e~ towing Ol)ef" boau. In this (onllKtl0n
It "ay be re-ar· d th.t the .bando~t of a
blockade runner ere. and a '~b~eq"ent return
to the Spot .llIht ,,~1l prov'de tile occasion
for an antI U boat cperatl

,. In thest' 'IreuIIIHall" M. 8ranch s,,'" st. for
0.0.0. 's conslder.t 0 . that the prohib1l1on
.g,'n~l boarding cover.

II for cr"'ser and above, .re.~ 'nuwn
t( be freq~ented by U·boats or If which
the pre~ence ot a U boat Is suspcrtpd

;il for de\troyer~ and below. artas
where the presence of a U·boat 1$
su~ppClpd.

and that the prohibiti\, d~ainst rescue
lover.

(11 for cruisers and abovp. ,111 arl'as

(Ii) for ojpstroyl'rs and below. are.s kno"n
to be frequented by U·bo.ts or where the
presence of a U-boat Is susppctpd.

for He.d Of M. Br.och I

Z3 July. 1943

toncur with He.d of M.

0.0.0. (HI.

ZSth July 1943.
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The cdpture of an enemy merchant ship,
confidential papers or prisoners, dre dll
highly desirable objecti.es.

A destroyer i~ tile best offenshe A/S .essp1
and, after a seucll, should be r-easondb1y
safE> from ~ lJ·Boat thrNtening her. Certainly
if weather cOMit10ns are suitablE> for boarding
at all, the process of lowering and picking
up a boarding Pdrty from a destroyer sMu1d
be reasonably s~fe and might well result in
tile destruction of a U·bo~t into till'! barga1n,
Though the business of picking up survivors
is apt to be more protr~cted. ~ destroyer
should be able to ensure her own safety.

With reference to pdragraph 7 above. therefore.
it is suggpstl'd th~t destroyers lind below
should be permitted to bOllrd and reselle in
all dreas. D.A.U.D. agrees.

D.D.D.l()

3rd August, 1943.

The Captain's discretion
Atter six months. the debate turned on what discretion !ltould be given
to individual c<>mma"ding ollic@J!. ThI! Dir""tol of Plalll argued mongly
that. since~ry circumstance would be different. commandin~ officer!
should be gi~n guidalin', not woolly instructions and <:cnfliCling Qrd@I!,
.nd then lell to use thei, discn>tion,'

I confeH I like this docket less each time it
comes round. As O.T.S.O. says, O.O.O.lr')'s
new draft will stand up to scrutiny by Goebbels,
but I think it will Invite dd.erse criticism
from Senior Off1cers ~t sea.

2. Surely it is wron9 for the Admiralty to tell
Captains of crui~ers what they "must" dnd
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Mshould not" do about stopping and boarding;
and worse to hedgf' ~uch instruCt1(mS ~round

with provisos dnd s~ving CldUS~S? Anyw~y. it
is inconsist~"t to do so in ~ C.A.~.O., which
beqins "Ihe following cour~",~ or dCt10n ...
ar", rf'commended".

3. The modern probl~m of d~al ing with suspected
r~iders 1s like tlle old one of leaving your
convoy so that you may engage the enemy. which
latter has been .rgued .bout sinc~ the DutCh
W.rs. 80th present themselves in infinitely
variable c1rcumstancf'~ and therefore call for
nice judgement ~nd Quick decision. It is just
these qu.li ties whi ch ~ Post Capu i n 1s e,)(pected
to have. It he Is fit for h1~ job he will do
what h", thinks best. wlldteyer tile turrent
C.A.f.O. mdy 5Oy; knowing quite well th~t

th; s ; s what hf' is thf'rf' for. aM that the
Commander.in.Chl",f or the Admir~lty. or both,
will certainly c~ll him to dc,ount if he does
the wrong thing.

4. I suggest. therefore. that H is Improppr to
instruct him, specifically in advance. At
worst. lf'1 II, issue a cle~,-·cut l1D1.l:.r:. But
instrv(tl~ whi~h in the same breath qual1fy
themselves by references to "normal
cirCumst,1nCes". "b"'ing Satisfied 1n regdrd to
the sdfety of his own ,hip". etc. ue merely
read as an attempt by the Admirdlty to hove
things both wdyS. Jt,~ Articl~5 of War and
K. R. A. I. [King', RegulatiOl1$ and Adrni,~hy Instructions] 1ay
themsel,~s 'lp~!\ te similar criticism on every
pdge; but those venerable tomes are h~llowed

by tradition dnd anyway are not rpad In th",
~am~ light as Current ",-de,-,. A.r.o.·s dr~

the m~d"S whereby th~ Admiralty exercise day.
to ddY control, and ,1nything in them whiCh
Sdvours of being less th~" a 'Quare d~al tends
to undermine the confldence and 10y.1lt.y of



th€' rl€'€'t. Th~t is why I think that the proposed
C.AJ.O. i~ ~ mht<lke. Setter occas10nally to
see ~ ship risked ~nd. if necessary. to censure
<In individual C.O.

S. The "bove remorkS hilV€' b€'€'n writt€'r1 with the
C~ptain of a cruiser in mind. but they ~pply

generally to any C.O. lxperier1ce or the l~ck

of it. is only a matter of degree.

6.Wh<lt any officer is qrat('fl,l for is guidance
by access to tile col1dted experience of others.
Only the Admiralty can give hilll this. I sU\I\lest.
therefore. that any previous instructions now
in force be cdncelled, dnd ttlH this C.A.r.o.
be re-drafted on the following lines;

a) Statement of the problem.

h) Elucidiltion of sp('cHic points, e.g.
methods of identifiCdtion. position in
lnternatiOMI L~w. etc.

c) Hints as to procedure, derived from
the experience of this war.

ond thH it should end by declaring that.
whtle it is hoped these notes .. ill help. the
correct course of actlon c~n only be decided
by the Commiln~ing Officer in the eirrumsunc('s
of the moment.

Director of Plans.

10th December. 1943

Illustrated by the fate of the Sydney
Tile drafting of ~n updated chapter in fighting Cxperienre dealing with
the$e i..ue' proceoeded ,lowly ""d the,. dTe """,rdt ""T$;On, in the
.,chive., but the Di,enor of N.v.l Pl."••pp.... (0 h.ve wo"
Ihc argument:



D.I.S.D. has prepared the HUthed draft
hapter on the trut.,ent uf Rliders. :)UlIlIly

SI"I1~ dnd Blockade Runners for C.8.DI7tl .
-HQhtin\l [xpPrlpnc,.- ...1th I vi",w to
ancpIling the conf1 ;cti"g c.A.r .Os. and

A.G.M~ .• COllies of ..Mch have been III aced
bellind the drift artlrll'. Thf' .rticle has
b~ considered by Stlft Oivisi(ln~ dnd ~ now

ubaltted to the 80a'd.

l. As a .e~ul t Ot eXllerience 0 .... policy both
towards the slvin\l of ene.y ~rchant lonnlge
and the lives of the re.. hd~ Chdn\led
cOOSiaerdbly. As allPurs Iro_ A.G.".36A of
ht May. 19d1. ... great ilapOrtlnCe ..n then
attachea to prh"ntin.. the scuttllng of ene.y
~rchlnt ships. dna C~ana,n9 Officers ~ere

infol"ftled, ..nh War Cabinet approval, that thE'lr
first consideration Should be to uve the
ship. Since that date. hu ...~ver. It h,s becollll.'
cle.r that, ... ith the increased effiCiency of
Gerlllan sc ...tt 1i ng methOdS, th" dangl'r of ft ndl ng
that the chasl' Is a disguised raider and the
probable presence of I U·boat sc.een. the
'Uv"llages to be gained by saving tonna9c arc
generally lwt ...cl9hed by the danger to the
InterceptIng ship d point forcibly
111uSlrHed by the hte of the SIDNEY. lhc
gradual change in policy is evidenced In the
various Adlliralty general messlges is~ued after
actions with blockade runners, and the prl'sent
..t1cll', whilst ll'avlng the IIllter within the
discretion of the Co~andln9 Offictr, $tates
that tile prl .. ry objl'cl h to dl'ny thE' Ship
Ind Iler (lr90 to the I'nl'''y, 4nd thH to bring
tile ship or cargo to 1I0rt is Sybsldlary and
can nevl'r be worth thl' lOU of one of H.".
Ships.

1. It is considered that ~~l!er uistln9 conditions
of Nlval warfare. the change In pol icy is
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fully ju~tified. but 1st lord mily feel thilt
be/ore the article is finally ~pproved the
matter ought to be brought to the attention
of the Prime Hiniste'·.

4. Ihe Question of whether or not to stop to pick
up the crpws nf scuttled or sunk merchant
vessels is difficult, but ~n ilttempt hilS been
made to state the problem f~irly. give Naval
Otficers the benefit of up-to-d~te experience.
,1nd le,Hp them to solve it in the light of the
pilrticul~r circumst~nces confronting them. It
will be observed ... that 1st Lord directed
that r..A.F.O.7302l4\ should contain a statement
that "crews should not be left In Open boats
on the high seilS or to drown in their ships".
Thp prl'spnt article, whilst stallng the general
custom. does not g1ve <:~tegoriCill instrUCtions
in this sense. as St~ff Division were impressed
by the dangers attendant, in particular, on
cruisers In stopping In Wolters likely to be
i"fe~led by U·BOdb dnd fell thH to inl'lude
a direction th~t crews be saved and then to
hedge it around wIth provisos and exceptions
cOI,lo only lead to (onfl,sion, It is sU99pstpo
ttlilt the ilrticle ilS drilftelJ covers 1st lord's
point in a satisf~ctory manner.

~. Oratt submitted as amended editorhlly in Ink.

for Head of H.l

18 Februilry, 1944

Practical solutions

It willbo 'Koned thot in the 9"ne,al m....9" on t6 Dec.mbo, 1941.
aft.' t"" di,,"p~ar.1lCf! of HMAS Sydr>#"y. tho Admiralty had 9i••n an
ana\y~ls of the th,ee most recent actlon~ with enemy ralden
(~ Chapt., 6). As tho lessons ,"arn~d were assimilated and policy
d.bated. th,... amplifying ,;gnob were i..ued. To what ••tent the...



~~ Wsed 011 lllteitigoonce .UI IN ;octioll btt_1I [o' ......"n .".1
Syd¥)'. and ......t wu blsed 011 0100 $(IU._ of Inllmutlon. is nol
00..

Withholding fire until stopped jnd bOjts lowered,
"uch 111042

~ ipp.i't11tI,lNl the inl~"", which ClJfntl'Cllllwd 9~J>l'd m­
Wtml9"OOIl of prisoners"" war fro.~"" $/tips ~II _nod tAo!
the eneMy IUjht bot plonniDg to wilhhoW his fire unti t~ ~'f

bo.ItI In the Wltfl':'

I $A \'th ~rCh

A<1 e ed: CinC Ioi~ ter App '(~ )
Due 14, 4

r.O.rreH.f>

Rear Admtra \Ii t Alrt j

A. •G. I

land N.O, ~y

NAVAL (YP~fR D.D.T.T.

from Admiralty.

NIII

Adm1ralty 1618"/16th December 1941.

Add para9r~ph C4. There $ ~ Jd re~~on to
Delteye that cncmy rojder~, tl ,;topped by
Brlthh Wir~hlps, hive or(ler to .olthhold fire
"'!ltil the Brithh ~hlp IS stoppe(l and 15

.Prlll., i boat. The (,IOto. wi'~ not ~end

theIr ,.n boat f tholy ~"~.oIO g ;"9 s •

D.O•. r ,lppr yeo V.C.N.5.
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Raiders carry HT8s, June 1942

SECRET 1628B/lith ,)unp.

10 "A~ M~ssaQP Homp and Ahroad 806A

flHe 11.6.42

P/l 8Y TIP

rrom: Admirdlty.

IMMlOIAIl.

Pos1ti~e e~1denc~ has bpen rece1~ed that Gen.an
r,11<1Prs ~re c~rrylng t"o or more M. 1.6, 's
[motor torpedo boats) armed "ith 2 torp~does

~nd depth charges. Jhes~ craft are abOut 40
fpet long speed 40 knots and are hoisted out
by derrick. U,udl ~igndls dre mdde by R~id~r

to endenour to persu~de shi ps to stop and
H.T.B.'s also m.lkp sign~ls In English and mdy
wear White (nsign in ended~our to decehe.

2. All Ha,lerS of Merchant vessels ar~ to be
warned on the lookout lor this form of attack
"hich lhere 1s reason lO I!plieve 1s gener.lly
delhered during dark houn. Any vessel ~ighted

"ith • motorbodt ~Iung on a derrick should be
con~idered suspicious.

16788111 .

for O.O.I.C. (1230)

Opening fire, August 1942
Laler, in Augusl 1942. an operational order "as sent out. on a wid<!
wlribution, warning comlllanding olfi~rs of HM Ships to be vigilant
and to be prcpar<l<1lo o~n fir~ when in lho vicinily of S\lS~ed raiders:'
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MOST SfCRFT HfSSAr,r OUT

1734~/lllh ~U9U$t

H~ 'leet. 11:.
We$tern Approa,hes 981.

D.te: 11.8.42.

Hedll~rr~~ean. ~6.

{astern fleel 66

C. tn C. SOuth Atlantlc. 8

(.8.~.O. W~~t Atlanti • SO].

R.A. W~~t Africa S99.

f.O.C..N.~. 31S.

~u'lrol!on (o.-onw~alth ~dYOI 80or~ 762.

Nt''' 7uland Naval Board. 9bl.

Noval (ypher 0.0 T.P.

fRON: Ad.. iro1ty

BAS(GRA'1.

In amplification of AdIRlrdlty MOHo!le~ 1618A1
16/1Zl41. 1!>38A114/3/42, and 16291111116/42 the
followin9 ,lre rpcn"",;>nd;>d cour~es of action
by 11.'1. Ship$ in dealing with Shlp$ wMch "~y

be disguised raiders. and (OlMlandinll Officers
$hould be Informed .Ccordlngly:·

1. Stote of readiness to open fiC!'

fne.y r,lders are usu,1 1 powerfully arlled
ond if fitted with lIlOdern R.DJ" .".111 be
able to open fire 4l long ron\lU with \lreat
arcuracy. Before ~loslnp til esUDlhh identity

f on, vessel. H.H. Sllips ~H therefore be
reldy to open fire "stant I,.

Zolae"! 'lc.atlon.



identified by information ~vJllablo> and use
of challenge procedure, ~he ~hould be re<..lard"d
as 'LlSpo>ct. WIT silence may have to be broken
to Obt~in confirm3t1on or SLlspirinns from Shnre
Autl1orHy. Subsequent action s!!Quld be on the
following lines.

3. SubseQ~nt Act10n.

(3) $top her and warn her that she will be
fired on if she mo.es engines.

(blAvoid exposure to torpedo Ht~cL She
may be armed with torpedoes and may
also be accompanied by U/Roats.

(cl Ship should not be boarded. but should
be made to send a boat with all ship's
papers. Master and some of the crew for
interrogHlon.

(d) Ihe utmost .igildnce Should be Observed
at all times in the presence off any
suspected raider. and fire oppnpd
immediately if any suspicious acti.ity
is observed.

(e) Though it is prefer~ble from the point
of view of British shipping tonnage.
to capture enemy merchant ships or
supply ships. (for which purpose anti·
scuttling instructjons are contained
in C.A.r.0.73071411, rather than sink
them, unless the Commanding Officer is
satisfied that no r1sk is attached to
process of capture. he Should sink an
enemy ship rather than atlempt to
capture her.

1734A/lI1

O.T.S.D. (Tel.No.169.)

Appro.ed A.C.N.S. (~)
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The Naval Prize Nanual

H_., the CinC Eutfln RHI 'poI~ ~n incorui<l.ftl(')' bftWO'fn thf
Lltftt lIgNll1fd lIpf,,"uoNll ordfrs UId thf Na...l1'rin Hanrur'.....'hoop"
he _u p'OtIIptod by ~ suggmion from ComwaIl. Jlul; Iud to anothf,
round of .aurwtts In tllf Admir~lty:

1t.1 II ~b< rv.. r 6r ~r6p I tne
... ' ret i~n,l ~. ~,' "n A,.,g .. " 1'.16"

.t ndlng Off ,e 5 have boei! lnHrun..d
I,~ SUS!leuea SllipS -'h " II not lit .ppr • hell

b.. ' should ~ a.lde t '. 6 bo'l _itlt .1
" ~' p'P\:'n, ..'~ter ,nd S_ ~t the 'H'..

• ntl'rr09atlon~" 'h 'r, I' n,lr ars
• n' let ",lth p'If' r pI> 80 f t~ N~V61

Pr Ie !'!jnl,l,ll W";(11 Utes tn,t ~Ile 'O"leer
n L~ndl shoula not 1ft d~\nar, 'a u rl'q lr ..

a 1l0al to Ill' 51'nt fro. the ,h,~e. ~l,t In
'>.reNlon,l ,ire", H''',e~. e.~., l' hl' has no
eff \. ent boat ava; I.ll I' he II', rpqutrp thl'
M._ter of the Herchlnt.e e1 In send, 1l0,lt
to con.!'Y ~ .h\tln9 -Hlrf'r tu tile Mer,hont
.P ~pl. lInder n( c;r,uIRst.'"es sl\ouhl he
require U,e M.ster Jf the MerCh.nt vessel to
le~.e his sh;p~.

Would O.I.~.O. plNse eOlllll"nl ,ln~ in partlculdr
as to whpthl'r this appare'lt j'lconsi~tcnl)r with
the 1I'~ol Prill' M.nu." WIS consldered In lssulnq
this lnstrllct1on. Io'ould M. plf'd~e remark from
the International Low"pect.

lor Hpad of N,l.

8lh Janudry, 1943

AllJIlralty Signal I7)..t11l A ,,~t ...S th(' O~l,e-e
f T.S.0.138/42 of 1212 42 ('Ssons of
t Cjllhtd Rald('r~.

1. Tht ..a~llreS re(o_"dtll "'t ..(Ort!' lnt('ndcd
to ufeguard ship~ aCjal~H 'liddlOn att,r< by
dl 9ul$l'd r.ldl?r$' in tile (He Qf the SY~N(Y



torpe(!oe(! and ~unk by KlIMOIlAN on 19th NoYember
1941 off the We~t Coast or Au\tralla.

3. Th!! or(!er with reo;~r(! to the M.~t~r ')f the
~hlp. being l.lnlOnp(! on burd lollowed the
precedent I,d the or4l'r IS~u"d by (..In.C.
G"n(l ~lrN (AdIl;r,,1 Jell'coeJ VI' Al.l9"~t 24.
1915. after the RAMS~Y h4(1 been torpr(!or(! by
the (I'~gui~l'd ~nI4n ~hlp MfTrOR on Al.l9u~t a.
191!>. 'n the Mur.y f'rth. The Grand fleet
Ord"r ..a~ 15 follows -If the SlllP hH been
.cth,g wsplciOusly or 1$ thou~ht to Ill' ilrlled
or unoe"vres for posit 'on ~I>e sllCwld be $lopped
with il "arnln9 9"0. ~n ofllng "tpt ~nd the
.. ~ter or(lerl""1 to brl09 hit pa~r\ lln bO~rd,~

!hue lOIS lisa the case uf 'I.I~,S. ALCANTARA
betng torp"do"d and sunk by the rlidrr GREIf
on februar, 29. 1916. and thp bou spnt by the
OIlNOH to the dHo;U;$l'(I r,ider LEOPARD March
16. 19111 bpln9 sunk.

4. The PrI.le Manual ire_hed by Dr. P"arc_ HI1I91ns
In 1923) w~s nut referre(l tu ~peclcllly when
the t"'legr~m of August II 1942. w.s (lr,fte(l
a~ its Introd"rtlon states 1t Is only for
guidance. W.E.H.ll·~ International la". 7th
<(!IUon. 1911. ed'ted by Pearce 11i'J'Jins s~ys

tholt 'modern usage ~llows the master lU be
SUmMOned with his pap~rs on board the cruiser
and the reguldtion$ of the DutCh ~"d G"r_an
nayles order that this ~hal1 be dune.' p.799,
footnote. It 1\ to bot r('qrHtrd that during
the 'ntervdl uf puce nO altt_pt hdS been
_dde tr correlate the Prill' Manual with the
lessons. e~perleno' and practicE' of the
Ian war.

!>. The practlce or \_In9 th~ ..,.ntr on board
was sa.eti-e$ in use In the Napoleonic wars.
I""" 1<; no established loIu;e otI thIs partIcular
point. The Declaratl f lonG 1190'JJ d es
not -entian It.



6. D.T.S.D. concurs with .. in.C.. f.F.·, prul/u,dl
to a~nd Prll~ Manual and ~ugge,ts therefore
that Prile MdnUdl 1923, article 80, should b~

deleted )r hne a noto:' aaded to th~ (0110,,1n9
ellect:

~A~ an enemy rdide' ~y be dls~ui$ed .s •
_er.nant ship. l' th' ship cannot
_di.tely b.. do;> t f'edsht should be

rec;arded as (. pe TIe ~hip should not
be boardea b~t ~hou ~ ~e rec;uirea \- send
• lloat .ith t~ ... r r flr,t (lfficer
and tht ~hfp pa~r n order that her
dentlty _.y be stall $htd.~

It I tor n dt"tl n al whether
n'tr~rt'ons h ulV be Ilea stltln~ th.t

Ihe Pr;le "anu.l .t 1913 .u only intl'ndl!'d as
• ",uidt .nd, 'f (lIdS with any
oppratlonal order utd dur;n", tnt •• r, the
latter s to be f, ""d.
DIR(CTOR or TRAINlh~ &SIAff DUIlrs DIVISION

?4 ,l,lnuar)'. 1943.

Ihe del.y in this pappr ls rpgretled.

fully concur with D.T.S.~. It mlll"t hHe been
pn'(errea thH pard 3C " Admiralty'S 1734/
1118 should have bpq,." . ~N,)t"ithsuod1ng

,l,.n1cle eo or the Naval Prile Manual. ctc.".
I doubt. howe~er. if thue IS _u(h danger of
anyllody thinking that a categurical Alllllr.lty
Order plainly in con'llct with the pra,.hluns
of the Prlle M.nual is Jver·r!dde" by the
·attt'r. Ihere have bee- ~ev".l Ad",ralty
Orders inconsistent ,.-'th the PrIll!' Manual.
and wp ha,.e n~.er hael .~y difficulty over
·heir e.ecution. fe, e ....llie. our .nt!.
ScuUllnQ ..asuru .nd ur order that <Ill
l!'nby JIEOrChaot ships "n the Atlantic aay De



su~~ at '\I~t orf h~rdly

Prill' M~nu.l.

UW'TlR HIM: H9

si~t t w; I t~f

p 80 should be c~lele11

ed wilh S~thln~ 11kI' the
2. I thin, th.t .rtl

de\pted .nd r~~l.

,110win\l:.

-W~ere tht' l.n De def ' ·_eiy
-dcnt,tied .~ h,r.1es5. he ~hould in
Cleoer.1 be boarded and shOuld not be
reQu1ro>d [i> und • bo.t. It is, how"vE'r,
QUite le\liliaatE' to uMlon the 'l4~ter on
board with his p,pers. if therl' arl' ~peci,l

redSOn1> for drlng so.

In any event, 1f , ch'se CMnot be
imml'dlHely iderltified .s harrnll'ss, s~e

is to be rl'qarded .s suspect and should
D.Q.l, be buar·ded. She should be ordered to
sE'nd' Doat with the 111c15ter or rlr1>t nllicer
dnd the ~hlp's papers, (In order th.t her
identity 111'1 be estdb1lshl'dl. [nt'll1 r,iders
..-" usu'lly disguised IS ~r(""nt ships
,nd I he qreltest ll11portance is .t t.eh <l tn
1><- Jbserv,n P of this procedure.-

J. (oncur w til O.t,S.O. that th!'r!' ..y be so-e
,dvantaqe 1n (,11;"9 attention to the lact
lI"n the Prlll' "!nu.l senes .1> d 9u1de lind
does not oyer.rlde .n Operational Order.

He.d of M. Il.

14th fpbru.ry. 1943

Th" new Article 80
In ".f(h 1~3. mor~ th;ln filt~ IllOntlu afte.lhe Syd~ hOod met lind
loughl the !'orm"ron. an all'll'ndment to the /laval Prju Manuol was at
IllSt ~greed. The pubbcation of II~ II"'" Altide 80 W~l> ~pparently. one
of the last rele.ellCt" in tlie B,itilh ~lthlws. ~r obliquely. to lhe
loss of HMAS Syd".,. until ~ltl!f the Wafl end. The Aro 'e.od:"
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y: OfdtlAl ,;/5E ON. ~

~ ! l be co-un I' ­

"
, , '. H.

P.113.-0.U. S3t6-N~••1 Prile M"null-Anefldlll!nt

~.L. 4. 8• . ;'14 .

..tidt80.

• .... . .
e t t ed

ardl!'d
.. t. . t

~.-on ~Ile

, th rare
1 ru

"ny e. I I e ..,~ blely
d t' f ed as harm he t be reaarded

• u~peCl aflll sh t ~ llOl'd('l!. !,Ile
) Jl(l be nrd<>red ..nd ~ bOil "Ith the

..~~ter UI' fint ufl ,e' ~"d It, .. ,!1I11'~ lid lie",

.~ ! ilrst ~tep lL,,!rd~ e.Ubl15hino her
l<lpn\.1ty. Fnpmy raIders U~ II~ual1y dlsqulsed
a~ lIlt:'l'l hant shlp~ d"d In .. ~r"Il"st Importance

5 HlH'hed tc the bserv.nce f this
p' "dure."

(N. 5 4 .• A,r.o.p 1/)/43J

, <lH <lflttmdmenL A .0. P. , 140)
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Notes
1 ~ 1st SN Lo'd 10 ACII~. 1l\5,fy'lO JIooot.,. 1fHB.
1 "'Coad1llCt of HM StUp$ 10 n<Ulity .. Dug £no.,. a.idt" ond

Ilock<odr b .......•. 0.0-0 (M) _If. t JIl It4J. 1'ltO: ADM I
IlM,. I.~.

, Iliaolft. )ai, ond ADfIlSl 1'0. ibod_. II 1--1,
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f U.
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1 I.•. tlYt ............ "_ 1woI.... d. coat...,tltod 1tCI9P.... -­
.... !<II'" U- ttyioIg !<II td wltldIo <10M _ ....~ ...,.
lot " _ ""t.od __ pidI:iJoJ '" lho~ ,.....,. . •

• 1'10: ADM l/llllJ. I. 'I. Soc _Cltopc... UIII _ c. __
S1r_Jib.lJ.

, oIIod.. f. l1.

10 Hu<ut...~ """ Fck1Iur It4l, 1'10: ADM 1!110011,
1\ ilIod.. f. IJ.
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10 The Material Condition of
HMAS Sydney
The Director or Navat Constrllction
Sir Stanley (;<"0,1.11, Oi,,,,,,,,, "r Naval eo.....\,uetian dOlling most of World
W., II, took damage to ,hips and their I".. very ${<riously. At the first

I~POlt of d.mag~. u."ally • ';gn.l, a fil~ would be openO<! M'd kept
.~ti•• till repai .. weI. complete. Each m. contained '''pOTU 01
ploceedings. photos, noles. etc and ~me ca~ interviews with survivol5.
l7y Goodall hilTlS'elf jf t~ , .... was interesting enough. By the end of
the wa, the,. we,. two big cupbo.,d. 01 .uch fileo, which Wf!"

.ub~uently transferred to the PRO. Sometimes no furth..1information
came. and this appealS to have been the c.~ with Sydn<!y: a /ile was
o~ned but the only ""per put in it waS a typed copy of 11,.. om "pOlI
of her 10",'

The leonder Class
The design of HMAS Syd~ w;l5 deriVl!d hom the Ulond", diW. IiMS
L~nde, h":lel! ..os lh. lead ship. conforming to lh~ limits ~t by lhe
wndon Tre~ty 01 1930. four ships of the Leander class were oldered in
1930-3\ fOI th@Roy.IN.vy••OO Lh,,,,, mOI@.hip>,origin.nyimendl!d
for the RN. were completed follhe RAN in the mid InOs. At ~n urly
sl~g~ of mOOi/i<~lion.'

... it w~~ ~ecide~ to ~dopt d uoit sy~tem of
IlIdchinery alternating boiler room. engine room.
boiler room, engine room. Either boiler room
could feed e1ther engine room and there was a
good chdnce thdt the ship would still be mobile
with any two spaces flooded. Th!s additIonal
~@Cl,rity w~s gained at ~ price; th@ l@ngth of
the machioery spaces went up by 9ft to 188ft
and the length ooer wlllch the s10e armour
exten~ed to the upper dec~ was 141ft in~te~d

of 84ft in the eulier ships. Ihe length of
the ship was 1ncreased hy 8ft but It WdS clear
that they would be eoe" more crdmpe<J thdO the
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buoyancy 01 the other win ..
...ould cause a ~ery large he"l
probdbil 'ly, cdp~ile the ~hip,

In olh., wo,ds, whit" the fo,w~,d sh~fl£ p~$Sl!d Dulho~,d of the hoik",
in Ih. after honeT rOOm leaving small wing compartments, there wu no
problem Wllh the stabitity of Syd~ wlten undamaged. rUftlte', the
des;g".1S had cheeked Ihal the h...\ due 10 the flooding of On' wing
spate W<luld be ~ma\\. However, if a torpedo explosion flooded both
."gin. ,ooms. 1h. ,he, ooil., "'Om ,,,d on. wing 'p<u:". Ih. asym","llic
bUOyancy 01 the remolning wing .p~c. W<lutd. with the to•• of .tability
from th .... flood..:! compartments. ca~ very rapid capsIze. perhaps in
i.u than a minut•. Though with hindsight lhi. m~y bo ob";o,,", it
would have be<!n ~\most impossibt., wilhout a compUle, in tho 193()S,

to calculate such a condition

4-in ammunition
In 1941 it was beliwed tnat 4 inch ammunillon would not detonate in
~ fire. By 1943 however Goddatrs studies of the C~U""$ of the tO$S of
Ships, including HM Ship. Hood and Burhom. h.d shown that rhis
ammunition «:lull! uptode. This make. it mo,. likely that ~ 4-inch
ammunition explosion may ha~e been the cause 01 the loss of
HMASSydney.'

SYdlley damaged in fight with the Bartolomeo Colleolli
In 1940. HMAS Sydn"Y w~s beJl known 1m hf!, famous fighl wilh the
Italian cmi""r Bo,t%meo Colleoni in the Mediterranean on 19 July
19.0. Although .h. SoIn~ tho Tt,Ii~n, Sydney w•• h.r~lf ,lightly
damaged. The d.l.milIJ'I! is listod on the COWr of the fill! containing Sydfllly'.
,epolt of the b.ttle:'

italian Cruiser "Bartolomeo Collgonc w [sic]

~;;L

19-7·40 off Cape Spdda Reporb by H H ",S
~SydneyH ! shIps of l Destroyer Squadron

H,H,A,S "SydneY~

Gynnery Report Recolllmenddtions elc.
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Tile engine room narrative
One of 1M best knOW" photOlJ!.phl of Syrfn~ i~ 01 hel wilors g,innln~

Ullo"gh i liu9" ""It in h., fOlWd,d funnel; damage which $10. IKei""d
durtng 1M engagel\l(!nt wilh the It.lian cruiser, Although tluo damge
w.u 1.1'11"11 coslMlit. the lm~iateellKu of the explosion~~ widely
foil. Thil is how lhe [ngillf'el Officer ","scribe<! it:'

•.. At 0921 an en my,~ ,xp) ded n the
pMl ,f thl! forward f I fept b '01 th!
,revlt. A hole J feet que_e 01" blown n lhe
tlolnnel and ellll'r\led the Herbodrd .de.
·,rUI"Q~. laddU! and $1'" "Inq anqles Inside
tIlt funnel w~re dl!ll<l<J ;. dnd lldny ~plinters

_ere f II in tile bot l'r r OJII, tile .4Jortty
,11'19 .l~ on the '~~'4t~r tube plates.

"'e effect tf l~e

roo. _as ~1Il<l1 • Al
t'll on 1'1 "A" bot er
sproer$ "04rk r14S~'d~
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I r 4 ilt~ld!"c~ 'f appr "t.H~ly 7 fpl'l. but
r d nO""dl bundnq -.liately. On~ forced
draoght hn tr'pped b~: w,~ r~$tarted

_dlHt!ly. Stu_ p"" rp r_ln,1l qpally
• 19htin'1 Wd~ ...nd. '11'. ~ ~r$ n',~l were
In ... red in the Doller r ...

Ih e~'e t f the ,xp wi ft'lt In th,
•••• d [nginl" RoO- th h the ..."'t ldl'on
ply lr...n'~. the n1t~ f." h .'e it the

tl'$e Of tne fo ...ard • nne. h daN..e was
',,'Pd 1n thp ,n.. lne r l)ut h,hy r_~

u.t'!l ...., the ventil" roly tn."" dnd
r~ ... ced vlsitlllHy tCo a .~. 'eel. IIIe exha ...st
II' lur~ the 1'".. 1ne r ;41 in a hOI .1nutl's •

•"llnter fr this I t'andl'd lhe (at6p... ll
ACCl'll'ratllln WIre and cause(! super II 14 dauge
t It I""th)f tt traInIng ra{ •...

Other structur~l d~m~ge

Sydnq Wo 'tcelwd ....... otlwf~ during tM rlllht with tho lulWl
but. u ,@portl!dby Wanant ShilT"ri~ht 1\l\\eT til tiw ColllJl'W'ldJ.ng Officel
01 Sydnq. th .. don I\Ot ....m 10 h."" ~n m.jo•. In his '~I"'.I rull~1

retets to lhe ~gravatlon 01 eerUln ~aknes~lln the Ihlp's muctu,c.
du@tllptlllongoedgunfile. -... which Wl'r~ .~po.tl!d lin 11th July 1940 ...
• This. of COU'". II b@fo'l!thl!bmll!with th@BQlloIomtoCo/leen; .nd
ptelum.bly is • reterence to Sydniy'l hard uuge thloughout the
l1l!dltenat\tan umpalgn. The lettel of II July 1940 h;u not been found
in th@Bnmh'lchl""s;'

H.H.A.S. MSlDNEY w
•

20th July, 19'0.

Sir.

I h,ve the hllnOUr to S"'boIit the following
report on dallol9l" rl"Cl"hl"d d~rl"g .ctlon on
Igth July \g,O.

1.A projectile, which Durst on NO.1 fuM"1 Port
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side, clus@d. n~r of jaggE'O hlllps In Plnnlce
No,l33. Skiff 110. 148 and Whaler No.~06 b@sldp~

cau5ing ~u~rrlclal daaagp to the Upper Dec~

and Structure in this wicinity.

3. The llPlkn,ues In Ship'5 Structure due to
prolong@dgunflre ...hlch IIPre reported on 11th
July 19dO, were aggravated. The gn tight
doors (port and surboard) to SenIor Officers'
flat were blo..n In Ind the ply-ex bulkhead to
NO.IS Cabin di5tortl!<l. Al..-Inl". scuttle frames
(1 In No.) to Senior Officers' aathroa- were
fractured and blown In. Hitch Cover to NO.3
flooding C.blAtt was dlstortpd. All the tiles
In Wardroom G~lley were lifted.

With regard to p~ragraph 2, The dorn~ge to
Pinnace No 133 entails the renewal of
approxl.ltely 40 planks. and repaIrs to
8ul~head, Stern Sheets, Thwlrts and flooring.

Skiff No 118. ~eel and Hog r,qulre renewal
aft, Plinks (9 In Nol. Stern Sheets and tf@arprs
requtrp rpnp..al. Stretchers and rubber reQuire
repair. IhH daaage considered to be beyond
the CIPIClty of Ship's Staff and It Is suggested
thlt I 10CIl CQrltrlct be called for the work,
Mhaler HO,506.u l~lItelyude suworthy.
PlankS (1 In Hoi will be rene..ed, 15 early 15
possible.

Superficial d••llle Is being <leall .. \th by
Ship's SUrr,

WIth regard to p.ragr~ph 3: It Is proposed to
renew the scuttles in Senior Officers' Bathroom
~nd No. IS Cabin, but to lulntaln fighting
effictency. lhe domoge Is temporarl1y patched.
Remainder of itellls ue beinll deolt "itli by
Sl1ip's Stoff.

I hawe the honour to be.
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New gun mountings
Ttltre .ppur t<l ...... OI.h.. ,~in thr Bnush mluves conmmi"'l
thr rutenal conchtion of HMAS Sydrwy. "';t,," hrr KtJon clulige lIOT
het due of repm. uapt • retOld th.ll "'" could oot ~ aPlled tmm
OI"",al;OIlS fo, .- A.A. gun IIIOOnungs to be htted. This wolk Iuod
been contcmpl.lted On thl oul bre.k of ho.tilitin. but Iwd not IH't been
taken in hand. Whethel the~ mounting. would haw had .hleld.1S not
known from the Briti.h a,chives:'

Improvement
fitttng twtn·
ll.. rHro><l fnr
b IpHe<J fr

t ant
Ilntln

tt, pre

"r.,

~1 rerMl ar dOll'"t by
Th ~ lIor~ hilS bl'l'n

t IS the shIp cannot

Damage caused by KormOfOll
Acnznli"'l 10 the Ger-.n KCOUnts. 1M Sydnq ... _y ....iousl.y
~ durinoJ Ibt action Wllh t .... .ror-1I1f( Ho'Ieabc1' 1941. An
Nrly fIlIl ~'fO no. Ibt Gft_ ,aidft hit tlw lmcIgt and gunnery
di,t'<101. p....itiy blhnrJ Ibt COIUUnc! UI4 dtstloyi"'l II.. nom,iIl.
duKtion of Ibt..;" ......111. A torpedo lut em Ibt pon aide tMw.
holIl! lII'Idef -,.- U1d"- hurtU, pHli"'lback Ibt n>of ct one tum! and
jlI...."!I the othet.~~ ""';w I\ooding forwlJd. ubng
up. 1."9" bow trim and If:rnng spHd.

Syd".ya portsi<le upperdeck.as .p"yed Wlth lIledlUIIl (.IUb.. gunfile
hom 2 cm gUllS and flOIll • 3.1 em anti·"nk gun. Thl. tlfstroyed the
oiwaft. which wO$ on its c,t.pult ready lor flight 11K! p,nulnobly full
of fuel. Fire. f"elled by ~"'~t1on .pirit. bUlned ficKely .nd ,ple"" lapidly.

As .nd .lterSyd~ cJ01Si'd KOImlJ1on', steIn. he' SU,boa'll sid<! upper·
deck was exposed to slmil.ll gunfire. Al:co,din9 10 Ge"nan KcounU.
Syd".yl UP~1 <leek.nd ..t~rlineOJ! tM SloUbo:l.o,ll ai<W _re "peppered"
with mediUJIl cahbrt gunfue Conu4JY to tlWlY tngllslll.lnguagoe ilCCOUJIU
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of the b.!1I1., by Ihi> Itoge Syd".yI"C" ~nc1 "tr tUII.1I _,. ;"mllll'd

10 port ~nd poinUn,l ~w~y hOI1 .ro""o,,,~, ~nd Ihe m~d. no
efflll:tiYe reply,

By now S)idt"Y "-:I~ 10 .. '"' knOll .nd WPrI tn_ .on:' by the
It.,... conslst:ent ~lhn with COWlI., f\oodl"'J Md/Of l\oodinq th''''"'lh
d.ilU)t <II. tllt tnOJInt _ md/OT boila __ .,lb tllt ..utbef
drt.riollltlllg mi rught faUmg, mi 61ft~ wng the Ilppetded:S""'" .... off l<I tllt -.th.

" this bM _ of~I hNlI mi aN1 fIololi _ proNb/y
cLo-.aged 01'~ by fin:'.

(ollclulionl from the Germ~n evidence
TIle GtraIlI mdettce of the lcm of lUUoS S)'drwy, prmarily WlllICbmd
,n VoIII.... IOwritt.... in ItU, and the init~mi intern. r.poltl 0111..
Inlem'9~tOonof Gtr-.. prisone", in 19'llndiule t~1 the 10'pedo hil
forward GI~ ~ luge bow lnID. INt wt thls IS lltI1lbIy l<I~ Md
any tffect on he. loA. Ho-ve~ IpplOJ;i!ILIlely thuty ,.i""te1 IattT,
Sydnt)' w~1 'e"",ted l<I~ red~ ~ Ind 10 ~¥l! Uken trim
IIIOre by the stem though when she drew ilWolY to the south lhe wlS
still bowl down. ThIS luggell$ 1011 01 motive pO"1 Ind enher
count.rllooding l<I dul with tile formir bow trim, 0' """jar d~mq~nd

uncont,olled lI00ding att involvlIIg II ~St OM boiler 01 englM room,
n.. coru.eq"'''''' m~y ha"" been flooding of I"ffide"t Ip«l!S {~lbovoI)

t" CIU$t sudden cilpsin,

Although loch ilJl otaIll'nce i. quile poSlible. it il inco...i.tent
with the poIlibiUty of ~ lingle Cilt.lSlropflk ••plosJon. n.. ACN'8'1 inltiill
rtport of intenogiltion of Ge,,,,,,n prisoners said, "No violent exploSIOn
WIS _n or heilnl", and the ACNB'1 report of 12 r.bfll.)ry ,.peilted th.11

"No ,"plo$.ion wu htlld", H_" ottle<. Get ....n t,pofl$lI~ted thill
"I\il.rt ups" onbDilJd the Sydney wele Illegedly $etn on 1M horilon by

tlle Genun AllVI""'''' If Itue. thu ""~ tNt the fires lUY hil""
lUChed the 4-inrh '""9"zine and init""'" ,~ exp&ogon Lot.,
in the night.~ whtrhn s,cnq _ IoIt by lIoodi", ....t capsize.
o. by nplosloo GIMOt be drtnaintd 1_ the ~1II:l! UI British.-...
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11 The Body on
Christmas Island
IloI!spitt o.tmsift INJdla In Admmolry. CoIonilol oml w., Ofrx. filn
for II ,~felellce to I allone(s ''''- on tho body -"'ed uhon on
ChmtlBa$ IsI.ncI in _Iy 1942, 1llIl'9ldf~ or &llJ' 0l!ltJ~I !KUrd
Iw '-n 1owlcI.

Thtn nt. howe~l. thtH documents f,om .hidllt Is~ to get II
fairly doo., picture of ClIoIst_ IsLInd. befo~. dunng and .fte, the
hpoonesl! occup;lUon.

TlIere is a 0""", SIOMn lnlelli~""" Report dllled June 1941 for lI\Jny
Ire•• in the fM Eow, Chr\slmu Island is described in deuil. giving.
on.pollot of the Isl.1.nd wl\ll$l it."", Itill in B,itish hinds. The.1 Is lliso
II history of the \sland', tdminiatr.tion. It!l<'ume P'll of tlle St,aits
~t~llI'!Tl\ in 1900 lind tonllnl>Cd as such untillft~ 1M J.I"~

""",p.otion.'

There Is Ilso II tilt wluch tont.llJ.Dt • report by the Dlurict Office~ wlIo
was capnt"'" ......n tl. MlJoiMM OMIpied the isbnoIln Ib..,b 1942
and .no reaWntd 011 the Islmd thruuoj......t ...,h dIM OCC'IIp.ltioL'

TIlt Dlsmct llffi<W1 ..,..,t ,..f_ to II disp;lldl,wN rwm 19o'l. though
this II.os IIllt t-n lowod.

On l~~ 1945 HKS6xJtft .......t °An K'COWIlol P'rocft<hng$m
ConnKtion witll m. 4nding on md SU!mquent ~pIDon al
CMsuus Islmd-, Tht report, si9ned by I..iftI.tl'll<1Ot ColllllWldtf B.C.
RodgE'., RH. the tomllUnding alike. of HKS ROl./ttT. ill('\~ •
deKriplion of he. visit oUld the conditions found on !wI .rri....I.'

KMS lIDIMt's leport of pTOCftdmgs does menTion thill. in the .bsence
of the District Office._ the re<Ji~ter of bi.IJu. miurl.,. and deaths had
been maintained by lhe Chinese ,md Mal.ly population. There;" no
menlion of. IhipwtKIte1l body OT of any auto!l5Y. Conua'y 10 1umOUll
which haVl! ~n up,esstd to tile autho,. Ihere i. no 'O!C<Ird in Ihi.
leport of""Y01Ie flllm HMS /lol"", having dislnlerred any body.



1M three doculIIf1nts 'tltHtd 10 ibow hiw been lndudtll In i

supplotmtnUJy schtdult lUbllltlted to tM N.YlI H~tory Oue«oratt of
1M lloyd "\lStI~"'nKovy.

Notes
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Annex A
Log of Signals about
HMAS Sydney
Th~ following IDlj It", bloen compiled from si9n~l< which ha~ be<!n
l(lund in the British afchivesor to which referellCes have ~n found in
vnious dOC\l~nts in the British a"lti"",s. Unlus otherwi.$o! '161l!d,
referen~ .... r. found in e<\tlies in the No",,1 W", mary.

Rtfen" p••..,nl from "" " Subject
to in loutiaa N......ber

of «IllY a lle<.m~r

1941

~. """ OI'OZ/ll ,.." SydM'j ~.. "'''
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, 16467./16 Admi..lly, Summ.<ry

'" 01 "'arch
op",.twou

It is p,ob.1bly 0"" ofth~ al>ov<! signals on 26 Nov thatllle G(,mlan NaVy
daims 10 haVl" inle,ceploo and which. when de<yphered by them four
d.l.ys Lltcr, inlormed the ~lmans of the lOIs of Syd""Y.
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I. ADM 1. AL "'. 1700Zj21 Adnllr&lly Inl,i.1 _Itt
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12 Fob 42

1. ADM "" OZUll2. ,
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12 r.b 42

I. AnM "'. Il604Zj28 ,
199/136

,. ""
12 f.b 42

.~. 081Zl/Z8 Admir>lly Ship...
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III Su ll!5A/30 .~.
~"'" iW'",' ""'"dob'iofing

lOtS.. 1lI6.."OO "'. "'''''"" 'l'ml'"lhy
on loss 01

S)'d/lOY 000
Ptlff.""'U.

1'" !.old 210llA/2 AIINB [Iio] _.,
<ympl.thy
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Annex B
German Timetable of the Action between

HMAS Sydney & the Disguised Raider Kormoran
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Annex C
Battle Summary No. 13

Actions with enemy disguised raiders: 1940·1941'

Introduction
I. This ~tt\e S\lIIlIUlY &.\s with ~ghl arnolll fought .,tll enemy
-.clwnt ship ,DIm up to lilt end of 19'1. Durlng tlUs peoiod of ZlI
...nths AIis _.e!wllt dlip r.... ..m: one Bntuh o:rulHr. one aJ1IIIt'd
me!cllim cruisef. mel 611,108 lDnS 01 """en.nl ,hipping (Or .bout 7.3
pet cent of the 101.1 shipping sunk). Their awn lo~ wert {hI" oul of
the srRn i<lomllioM du,i"9 that period, and IWI;> otllt. 11111'1, wllkh
~le probably supply ships.

Ttw!... figule. may be compared wlll\ those of the Lan w~,.ln 1914·18.
§\ Jll()nths. t~n ;l,TMd ...,ch.nt ,aiM" sank 421.4)) tons out of;l
tolll of 12.741.781 tons. or l.l P'" coent. Of till! ltn ,.;~rl. foUl we~
Junk. Ih,.... we", inttrMd. one was wr«ttd••nd two got bock to......,.
The action betWftfl !he Sydnq w lDr....."" off 'M _ cout of
AlIIlDIi.oon 19th"'"" bet, 1941• ...,. beCOlllpuN witb WI bK_
tilt Ahulflltll mol G1rl/ 01\ nth FflIIUMJ, 1916, illlhe North So.. The
Abo_", 'I'P"twdung .,tIM torpedo Wl!I't. _ IO'ptdoed, bu.! "",_
she S&nk silo! o~ • Ilu", rut ... I).., (Mif mol smt he1 to till:...,~
The princ:i~ Inson to III d..... from ,hiP Al<ant<ull'S ac:tioI'I _ lilt

I'OKnSlty of ~pingwtII out oftor~ woge. Afttt the a.rmed bo.arding
ItNIIItlRD~ I\,d. betn tell~ by the clliguistd 1IIi~Mtt_
in the Mo,~y Fifth on Ith August, IglS, the Comnunder·in-Ch~f.

Admiral.lellicoe, issued an ordtt w~rning ,hips to IPPfOKh suspecte.l
_Is on t~ q~rter and to aV'Oid. bNrill<JS 011 which torpedoes could
be fired; ~l"" that the Mutel of the suspected $hlp should be requir«l
to bring hi, p0llt" on board in hi. own boat (GI~nd Fled Order, 24th
August, 1915).
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The ~Alcantara's~ action, 28th July 1940
2. On 1Slh July. 1940. HKS Ha...ti.... nylng lilt I\.iooi of Rli'll Admllal Sir
Henry MalWOlld. LeB.. 0.1.[. Rli'1I·Ai;law.1 Soulll Amer\C. Division.
trIle~ Montr'lldeo for a 24-hou. Yisit. He.1 cLoly Illt ulled Irl p;luol.
the ""Ie a'~. Thelf Iud bHD lfttlllindlullotts lll.1ll11 fI'lflIlV laider
_ in tilt Morth Allmtic. and on 17th July a reportMK~ the M.i~
thai 0, r Ilell'lllgS Iud placed a Gftlun Yftae!lo lhl __d d. the

tape Verde Is\.IInds .... 1M 15th. Th.i:I infollutioIl. coupWd with ellUef
fellOfU 01 \lIlIdelltIfied YeSSeIs off the mut 01 lieU"" indiuled llw.t a
pospble I.... 101 bound. .... tM South AlWltic. AdmoI IW'olood
thetek"e~ the lI.ed IIItKNm cnuser AIn"'Irl'O (22.209 groa
lOllS. 19 blots.. Guns. eght 6-m.. 14,000 ,"rib ,anpl taplolin J.G.P.
lntiwa. It.ll wtUch _ potn>l!in9 lhl tio dlhlltiro SmtIH 1I9. Irl

p;llrol off ""'.......bum, _hill! the HawfJlIJ.....ed. up to the Ibo-Su!tos
liN. To JI'fOIKt the UIlporU!lt foa!lIel1 rJl lhe ""Ie ~inl\ a ,,.id the
M...-a1uuendoed 10 _ both >:hips h.w::k Irllllti' Oliginod p;ouol. lieu

by lhe ti_ HI<lI lilt anoop;lted raider _14 be -'I to lhe SOIIthWU1l
of Pal\llllbu«! on lilt ISSIlmpt>on that !he _ ,"~ing di,_ Irl

lhe ""Ie " fCO_ir.1 .po!ed.

Nelt d./Iy, llhh July. the AdllUfll 'ece,,~d """ of tM oinh>g by a
,,,,der In the We$! lndieo ..~. on 01 .waut nih July. 01 tWO British
,hip.. IhI D<r.,..ion .nd Kiflg John. and of the wlmg of the lie,mon
lInkorr R~h"'l from Tenenffe on 11th July. h seelMd velY p,obablt
that the oHer intended 10 ,efuel the ,alder. and t,om 19th to 21st July
tht Hawkl.,. p;!trolled off Rio. By 22nd July Admiral H,rwwd nl ;",a..d
th" If the ,aidel hid come wulh hom the palition 9iven by the DjF
bearing on lhe 15lh $he would be $Quth or thi latitul!c at !'I'rnambuco.
and .lIcltly ,fter 4.30 p.m. ho o,<!e,et1 tho AlronfarQ. whleh had reache<l
tho P\!'namlluco "uon tho 20th. lO PIOCftd $O\lth to eOllllne Trini<bde
IJIand. II Ihb blolnd Iud occlJlonaUy~ used by Go'lMn ,aide'$ in
lhe WI .n. She sub'If'IUenl1y to palro! an irea M7Ulh·west of
TrinicLldoo al a d..u of OWr 2SO ~\e$ flo.. the South A"""ieon
~,

On the 23nl the H"*,'U fueUed h_ llot A".....S. norlh-u$I at sao
$eb&$tlao Island. -' I"",, p.otlolled lilt lri\l$h shiplM'l lOIIltS off the
South AlIltric,n n-I Iltr-en Rio cit JineIrv and the ""t~.



On 25th July Admiral Harwood learned Ihat a G~,man subm.oJin~ had
lunk a Norwegian tanker near the !;ape Verde Islands on Ihc 181h.
(lMrly it w~s this submarine, and nol .. raide', that had been located
by Dff on Ib~ 15th. fUllhe, '~ports from Ibe W~u Indi~., bOWf!",r.•nd
the bct that thrce ships welC overdue al r~lown. indicatcd the
prg),;obility gl there I>.ing one raide' in Ihe WC'lt Indies and anather lJl

the Soulb Atlantic. During I"" 261b and 27lh, th~r~fnr., Ih. Howle'n.
contlnucd patrolling the BritiSh shipping roules b~t_en Rio and
tb~ P1al~.

During the forenoon of 26th July. TheAlron/oro wpected the Island 01
1'linidade and at noon next d..y was in n 25' S.. )l 47' W. At 10 a,m.
()n tbe 28tb ,he was in 2419'S, H 7' W(About 600 mil•• ea.1 of Rio
de Janella). steering N. 75 E. at 1\" knots. when lb. top, of two
ma.t. were ,ighted hom her Claw', nest. due east. tine on Ihe slarboard
bow. Sh~ alte'ed (Ourse to intercept, but wh." I"" ,0n9" had doSO<l to
23.000 yalds the unknown ship turned momentarily lowa,ds b~r and
lhen lurned oway. The Alcan/oro foUowed.. and. as the range was opening.
inc,easro to IS k'lOt< ..nd Ihen 10 f"n speed. Ily noon ,he was doiog 20
knot< and by I p.m. nea,ty 22. The day was fine and dear with a light
b,ee... from Ille soutb·east. At 2 p.m.. wben the Alronloro was in 24" 3'
S.. 31 56' W.. tb. "nknnwn ~I altered (our... 10 starboard, and.
ho.stlnglhe German ensign. opened tire with alwo gun salvo 3t 16.000
ydJd" 2,000 ya"l' beyond the extreme ,.n9" of Ihe Alcantaro's etgbt 6·
in. guns. toll~d a lew :otconlh Later by two lour.gun salvos.

On@<h@llnfthelW<>_gun ..lvof@ll 100 yard, over on th@portqualter ;
one 01 the se.:ond salvo 'truck tb~ Alcunlolo juu a),;oft h@l dummy
funnel. and another. bUlSting over hel qualter deck by P 4 gun. kill<'<!
its trainer, Sf!v>!red a lIumber of fir@conttollead'ilIldputitsrangeand
dell":lion instrum~nts oul 01 al:lion. It was probably this ..lvo tbat
brougbt down bel main aerial. which was 'bol away betW1!<!n 2.6 p.m.
and 2,9 p,m. A shell of Ihe Ihild salvo hit the Alcantora abreast the
.t()k~,,· m... d..:k, and a"otlrer, burSling on h@r quarler deck, killed
tbe Officer ()f Ouartels. At 2.8 p,m. a bit all the wate' Ii",! abrea.1 the
@ngin@ room tesulted in an inrush of waw. wbich gradually ,<'<!ucod
11e' .peed.

Meanwbil~ the A/COIIIOIO had ojl@nodlireat.xt,emelangeat2.1 p.m..
bel lim salvo lalling shorl to lhe right. A hail of fragmenls flying
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uound MI Iirt conllol p~nl~ the f.t1l of her SfCOM SlIlYO hom
tJ.ing obse,vtd. Tho @...."'Y, who W~ ltHping "p • very lUgh m. of
Ii~ w~ $trMdlJng consuntly.•ncI. nil.' 01 $htILs bwsung clost
oYflhtiod Sfnt stffi ~ht,d< whistbn'J uncollliolubly nUl, ThfSf
uploaions inclt/l@ ..,is@0I tilt A.latlltrmt"1 """ lIIidIlt dlfficult fa,
the sight wtltn to hNI. mel tilt sights weSf _ OIlt 01 sttp. Stft'il
tl-.H tht AIal'ltIl'" "-d to chtd< fut to CO!Tt'C1 tMIII to< li"'Jf ond
~ In apitt of thtst deIiy$$b@W.oddltdtllt'iidtrwilhi .......
of smos. md it 2.1) p.•. otbt'l't'C!a bngltt fWh ibrtut htr foJ.-ut.
1'h@@....y. 101_ lUr~,... fimI ........ htr ul...~
,ig9@'1. md htr 'itt of !lie dtaNstd..

If 2.20 p.•. tht AWntm.. '~ ~pttd "-d dropptd to I~ bIou. ......t
1.JO p.•. til. r.' l"'rwd _iY. dlopplng.-l:t Iloilo inc! firing two
sttm qlllIS. Tho AlIInrll'" continutd to rtply. but tht 'mlJf. wh>ch IIid
~dosedto9.800yvds,. _0JIf'IIJ'i. Atl.)~ p.lII-lheAW/ltllra
lu,ning 10 ...,boon! optntd. fi,t with htr pon b.otttty obtiining 0 rul,
on tllll tllfllt'{. "tm. 1'h@ ,~, rtplled with thlff 01 htr port g..ns.
and dropptd .notllt< $1Io01tt ftGIt By th,. u.... the A,,",~III''''~ <ptt<l
n.d d'opptd to 10 knot£, mil !hi' fIlO'my. ,tunting .1 _tlUng bl>t.......,
12.nd 1S knots. d,~ ,.pidly •••y till only her 10PnwU welt Yisiblt,
Tho A/contoro cont;nu~ to fi,t.1 txt,._ .I...... ;on. but 11ll! 1"9"'1
WiS obtrort<! by .mok•. When the enemyemergc(\ hom It the- Alcontor<>
fiJ~ I few mOrt rOllnds from ht' port bOUf'Y It ut..rnt "n!lf. and the­
T.ide, Tfp\i.d wilh ~ lew ,o9'}fd tl".... ·9un ""Ivol. Al 3.IS p.m. the
A/rontola w.. in 24 010' S.. 31 SI' w. fillng hid (U$M UCtpl for a
lew desultory founds which fell shan.

ro, SOIl\f UInt lhe- Alronroro Mel betn olmoS! 1l0pptd, tl... ,«ide,. ~Ite'

ilt@,ingcoU'M .. thoU'lh1odO$l'IIt'.lunlfod,ound.oonunwdow.y
.t IS knots with 0 o.tiqht lill 10 port. Wlltn IMt _n ot 3.)0 p.III.. SM
W1.5 ltttrlng lOuth. 29.000 Y.lds .w.y. 1h\15 ,nd'd i ShilP but
Inrond\l$lw KtlOn. dunng which lilt Akanlarll Iud filed 152 10unds.

A dose tuminnlon of ttlt dIKU or ttlt tnoelll'(llirt~ tAit <he
hid IlSfd lIn1y IhRpntl. Of 5llItilu -illUptfWmwl·lllfIlthlOOghoul.
So... hid burst I1t tht ill ..... rigltt <JthtrsllUUnu.ntou:sIy on mp«t.
Thrir "~olion .... """ g_ .&ad ~ ..ny .. SOO pl',Io<itions
an4 c1tnu we" found _ 0.. burst. Tho dingtr to peuonnel Wi5

ob-rlou.l.•nd Iht A'Nntol"'~ ItPOIU (ontlln tht follOWing
~tlOns:'
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(I) Gun ,hields 10 bo! filled 10 all 9uns, not only as prot.ction,
but also 10 shi~ld 1M oi9hl-sem,. flom bIas!.

(2) file control cilcuits to be lun below decks and given glCatel
prot.ction.

(3) Stcel helml'ts to be provided lor all who... duty ",.~ rr>qui,~

t~m to be in an e~posed place,

(4)Telemolor lead, to be fmthel plotecled.

(5) Protection tol ammunition bollald and oplHalo,.

(6) further supply of plotective mattresse, tol bridge. fOle control
and e....where.

(1)The 6-in., Mall: VII guns with tMlr 14,000 yards rallge, which
had been outlanged by the enemy r~der. to be repla~ by 6-;n.,
Mark XII. or othl'r suitable long IOn!!'! gun,. (n", A/C1mt"'O was
sub~uently rearmed with two 6 in guns, ,an9~ 18,SOO yalds, and
.ix 6-in, gun., lange llJOO yard,).

The "Carnarvon Castle's" action, 5th December, 1940

), On ~th December, 1940, t~ mned merchant CI\liser carnarvon castl~

(20,063 glO.. lorl1. 18 brut... 9un., eight 6-in., 1',000 yard. ,angel,
captain H.W,M, Hardy, R.N., fought an action with an e,,,,,"y Jolider in
Ihe South Atlantic very similar to the Aiconwo's action of 28th July.
t 940. TIlt"" actiollS ~mphaoi ...d the heavy handi<ap under whiclr \Krt h
vessels laboured owing to their lal'je silhouette" ,hort range gulIS, and
pIirniti"" fire <onlrol oPl"'sed In .maller ad""r..rie. ~uippedwith long
range guns and modern lire control systems. While the Aiamrara'. 6·in
9"nS ....'e o"t,anged by 2,000 yards the Carnarvo" Castle's guns we,e
out,angl'<! hy 3.000 yards, which gave Irer "pl'(JI1@,,1 20 minules of
uninterruptl'<! firing at a large ta,g~t befo,e she could 9"t withi" ra"g@.

The tollowing summary of thl' action is ba""d lalgely on the Camarvon
Ca.lle', narralive. At 6.42 a.m. on thl' morning of ~th De«m~,. 1940.
H.M.S. Carnorvon (oSlIr1 was in 30 52' S., 42" 53' W., olf I hi' ust c""sl
of South America, steering S.35 W. at 111.3 tnolS, with o,dl!" to alIi""
at Montevideo on 9th ~m~r. when ,he sighted ~ suspicious vessel
al. w'ge of Ig,ooo ya,d., the .xtr.m.limit of visibility. The st,anger
wa.s steaming di,ectly away, and lire Cam,,,,,,,,, CaJliB, increA.ing sJ'fl'd,
signalled her to stop. She did nat do so, and at 7.57 a.m. rhe Cama"","



ea,lk firN One round, which ""I Jhort. She replied witllln 30 H'C'Ondl
iU lugr 01 ipp'O:r!lII.uely 11.cICIO yirds. willI i low· o. fi..-gun ...1..,.
& this _is J.ooo ~dJ outs1de~ IIIoUimUJII rlngt 01~ CDma....,n
ea'fl,'i oighl 6-,... gu.... upWn IUIdy tull'lfd 10 port 10 dos-e lhe
lugr and to bring all his WJboitd ""fl'ry to bow. Tht '.-.yo ibo
altmd I;OWSf to port, but soon lurned bict to stifboinl.

Thew cftu,ga~ tht .... Utn 20 IlUlI1ItfS, to 14.000 ~ob:.

lnd.~ Carlld""", C4Jt1t. o~ning file. diilllS to~ hil tht ftatRIy

M'I'ef" tuDes. RIling Ion on fir. Ut and IP,.rtntly rNIIon; Ion port
bitt'ry t...poriri!y to ..... tffKtiwo ....... wilh which IhI C'lN'lillUled Iht
iction fen _ t1M. Tht tntlllJ' lilt" tumtd to~ bthiJld a
mob!lClftft. and 011 INPpNring ltoptu.d fir. WIth Ius~
bantry in 1_1"n $il.......

AI l.la .... tilt Q1ma",," Ctidt sil;httd two IOfPtdo mds1JI~
on slightly diYflgrng COUISt$. but. tunung undfT fuU hNl to swboinl.
WiS ibM to SI_ bet_n I"""'. and Ihoy,.1Wd h.o...ltaly !Ill ,a.d.
aWiY on tllhe. sillt.

By 8.44 I.m. lho! r.ngo WiS down 10 8.000 ylrds wlltn lilt tntmy. bringing
his port blntry Olltt more to btl•. hli tilt Camanvn CllJtk II'!ptaltdly.
~tlng IItI On Ii" in ~al p\a0:8. At g.1I I.m.. tlltltlole. uptain
Hlrdy dtcldtd I<l optn tho ran9" and 9"t th' lirn und.r cont,ol behind
I smok, lerttn. All tilt Carnonon CllJllt', Ii" contrOl communIcations
we., disabled Ind hor gUll! in indi";d".l contt"l. Tho hut had ;nc"•...,j,

Ind il the ,n.my WiS continu.:oUy turninq lmoh on Ind olf. lpottinq
through the spliShM 01 btl shorts btcimt tltremtly diftkult Ind hitting

I mm" of luck. Tilt Camonon CllJllt. hoWM'. cLaimed I L.ut hit It
lit. t1Utll\l! Ilngt of 14.000 y.ud•. tilt ,hell bullting unde' tht tntmy's
lnidgo. ThI rililltr continued fi.ing until the rlngo lwd OJl"ntd to 18.000
yilrob:. Ind illthough 1M ea'''''rl'Iln uutl, illtertd COu,st in an atl'''pt
I<l kttp in toIICh, the .l'ItDlY tin.l.lIy dis.lPlINrtd behind i slllOb! K.ttn
in the illClNling ......, ItNlIIing it 18 knots in , no<th.....nly dmdion.

It _is IUS ..... btfD'~ tM ea"",norl casu. wiS iblt to ulinguish all
her lim and In 'rift of Ion uttnSiw duligIt Captain IWdy .tttm:llo.
Montt¥ldto. wtuch lit rtachtd Wtly it 1 p... on 7th Decnlbtr. Tht
ohip _ too d.o' g d to b..,t .ny furtlwl~ thoughI~ __ ...

iaMIdlit, nMd to dDck htt.
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The enemy ship was a long, low vessel of about 10.000 tons displacement­
paint~ a very da,k 9'~ OT bbrk, with two ma,t" one funnel. st,.ight
.tem and o,ui..., .tern. As in the Alrnmaro', artion the enemy ,hen
showed ~ry high lTagmentation, but in thi, action no shrapnel was
use<!. The ea"T,,,mn em!l. had ""o..ived no loss than 21 di'Kt hi!.'!: an
he, elKtncal and voi«,pipe communications we,e ,hot away, her engine­
room telegraphs and telephones cut. her wireless aerial destroyed. all
he' boat., "x,<,pt one. weT' riddl",,-, he' galley complet..ly WfKk",,-, the
maln exhaust pipe from her engines extensi~\y cut, and her tore peak
was floo<:I..d. CommOOo'" r.lI. ~ram. the CommOOOT' Commanding the
South Anre,iea Division, who visited he, the following day, conside,ed
that she had put up a gallant and spirited artion against a SUperiOT
enemy.

The" Leander" si nks the "R.A.M.B. 1",27th February, 1941
~. On 27th February, 1~ I, HMS Lwmdi:r (oruiser, 7,270 tons, 32.~ knots.
guns, eight 6·in.. e,ght 4·in. Il.A.) N~ ZealilTld D,vuion, Captatn R.H,
Bevan. R.N., laught a .uco....ful i1Ctian in the Indian Ocean with the
Ita~an raIder R.iI.M.B.I.

At 10.l1 a.m. on the morning of 27!h rebmary, the !.<'ande' was
p<lt,olling nOlthwa,d all the Maldive Island. in about \0 N.,68 30' E.
at 20 knots. when she si~hted a vessel steering eastward on a steady
em"... al a <"ml"",.tively high ,;-<I right alr...d: .he in"...sed to II
knots to dose, and as she QTadUilUy appT();lcMd her sll.'ipidons were
a'ouse<! by the llfan~er'. ,~mblance to the R.A,M.B, dass of ltatian
banan.. rzei9hte" and by a gun on he, la,,,,,.,tle. She Iherefore weill to
artian stallOns at 11.15 a.m. when the range was 11,000 ya,ds, keeping
h.., t"".." t,.in..,J for••nd .ft. At 11.25 a,m.. when th.. ,onge wo.
down to 10,000 yard" she orrlered th~ suan9'" (hy lamp alld flags} to
hoist her colours. Four mlnute1latelthe Sllanger hoisted the ,ed ensign.
The Leande' then oTdered her to hoist her Slgnallettel~. and afm a
d~lay of 5 minul~s .h~ hDi.<t<'d GJYD. It w., then \1.34 .,n. As !h~S>!

letters did not appear in tM ·Signal Utters 01 British Ships' nor in the
'Slgnal Utte, Index: the LcDnrle', at HAl a.m.. made the SCCle1
chaU..nge. to which th.,. was no 'eply,

c..pt.i" Beva" therdore decided to hoard, and al 11.'5 •. m. Old.T",,­
the strange. by lamp and flag.. to ,top instantly. She did not ,eply, but



it II.SO 1.....jlLlt as the Leo~,was lIboul to file K'OSI her bows. She
boUtte! lho It.ol.i.on _'ClInti'" ensi9n (iImI,ding to C.pUln ~an'l rqmt
In M.01$4l/4 1she Ilolsted tilt lulllln ...."Intile tnsign. bul llOOl'dincI
to c.·IJl'<'. £1st Ind>n. IJl T.S.05459/4 I. JlI9'! 10. she ho<n~ the luIian
IIIvlIl tnlign).and It.."tte! t.;oining~ 9ulll.

~ £rlJndtr III once tlllintd btl own turrt\$. SlIt -.!tit btIo", tM
1Ullllgfl'.bt-. >nth the itJIlIIlel' bwutg ltd 9S. At 1!.S3 LIlI•. WIthout
fUJUttt wllUling. t!w stJ~ lUlIdmIy optlItd li~ llIlIl IIv I.I<d&

~~telyWIth lllnollclsidt lit 3.000 'lids. The tntlly'. firt
.... IboIt ,,'" ftIltic.. Whom the Lfl'1OCItr Iud firtd 1M ..pod wlvos
Cquin 8rRn c-.I fin!.ond IignaIItd 10 tilt tr..-y"ilD JIlIII .....-..ro
The~.who Iud not fum _ tJwt thRe fOWlds II gUJI,. _ll1mdy
on liff Ind ihondonmoj ship. Kg~ mutned lit he 9UJl$. and she
ludltRd "", IflSign. SlIt h.od lu,_ 10 Itll.booord. md I""~..,
ItO'pplnoJ OIl "", SUlboud qlWUs, ImIeftd I~ bollt witll OJdelS
to ..ve the bunung ship if pos$iblt. Two liftboalS ff ~Ivtng the
sllip. 1t'll99ltn _,t jumping ......,!>oo.d Ind climbing n he sidtl.
An ItaIJan offlCflIn tltt ""'1ft Wllmed tM boll,dlng bollt not to Ipp'OllCh
lilt Inlln'ng slup ... il .... 100<10<1 with ImlltUn'llOn. Tht bal.t IMfffo,t
Loy 011100 WlItCIltd the filt sprNd sl<rwly dl unlit II hNvy t.pIosion
bdo", tilt Mdgt Sfnl ~llIfS and smoke shooting Mgh OYfrllNd. TIlt
'litle, w... lying htiOd to wind. Ind 1M Ii" continutd to sp,,,d oft unlil
It Il,43 p.m. I very 1lc1lVY uplosion. evidfontly ollht Itur magll.ine.
senl the SlfTn hurtling inlo tht Ill, flVt minutes Iltff tht ,iUde'
diuppeiued in I 1'1•• 68· 30' E., lelvi"g only I pilch 01 oil burning on
tilt lu,fllCt of lilt SCI.

Meanwhilf the Leonder hod pid::td up IItt boarding boat md 1031taUan
lu,vivotJ, including Ih upllin of the R.A.H.B.I. who stot,d
empllllticltly IlIllt "" h.od fIOt scuttltd hit ,hip. Stumi"'J lIWIY frOIll
the -.. of llCtion tM Lo1clrdlr~ th'ough the fIollting W1Kkq.
The Co~·In-Ctief. E.ut IndiK. VIet·Admlrll R. LNthut.. c.B..
o:onsi~te! tllllt the R.A.H.&/ mioght ftlllw.... btcome lario... _1IIoCe
to sltIpping lllld tAl.! \I'tt J.mndft' _ to bo~ndtd 10. rkIditIg the
Sotlll of I potential Rider befo~ it IW tiJDe to do my~. At II I~
of only 1.000 yards. bowclt, she W"lll pesllips Iortun.att to ~I~ the
III. which befell the A"'t'lllilo t,uiH' Syd""I,n thlll nine
_Ia Lot".



......ole 115

The wVoltalre, W April. 1941
5. Euty in Apra. 1941. the BrItisIl armtd DmlIant au,," Ib'I"i..,
(VolItJi,.. ll,lOD t.aR$, 14.5 blots. 'JU"S. leigh! 6-in., 14.000 yiJds W9)
CopUin J.A.P. B1rlhnm. O.$.c.. LIf.. Io!ft T,iltid.1d lor f,eetown 'IfIlh
Oflien to pm through 1_ '"'HI _ of u.. Co"" Vmk bbnds 01\ tlw..,
On 5(1\ Aplil. u.. c..,.··....·m-Dliri. A..eriu.ncI West Indies. Vi«­
Adlair.l SiJ (ho,"" It-nlledy l'urris. Le.B.. UIformtd the Coa-...door­
,n-<hid, South AtWtl(. Vift..AdIlW;M Sir aobtrl R.>Jbs. It.C.B.. C.V.o..
0.5.0.. tNt illCtofding to • ~"....n <.'O..m~~ the IbIf(lII~hid~n
sunk by. ~"",n cruiser incl thit he hid ordert'd the Co....:!;"n 0'-.1
....'chint c~, PTJI'lt;~ DaVId to p,OCftd .long her IriC); al heT !le'st
possible s~. On 11th April Admi,.1 R.oik.. lnlormtd.~ Admiulty
that nothing had !1ft" lle,lId 01 the loIlltain Ihaugh ~he had beoen due
at f,eetown an the 9th.

Late an the ISth. the Call1mancle'·'n-O'lief, Amerlc••nd West Indies
in~ tlw Admi,.tty thai lhe Print:/! David 11K sighted. pitch 01
-, ~Y'y ail cowrlng .n vel at 3 $qIlI.f'e miles.. logfthe. with chirred.
wood. dotbesoncl newspapeR In 14 31' M•• 4t1' 32" W.. hilt Wiy bet_een
u.. West fndi,t, ancl ,,,," Copt v.o... IsWtlh. .1 2.30 p... on 7th April
ThiIr w;os tbo Joblt",,.'J estuIIattd poation on ,,,," "Il. anrl,he AdJalAIty
considtTtd tNI', _ prolwIiy heT WTfCbgo WI u.. Ph..... DImd h.-f.

Dghttd.. As lhe<. _ "" ...i .....s"" dttaits aft rtailloblf of ,he lb/l.ai~j:

rtarootmtl, bu,1I __ posriNe that like the .tbllfo,o &tid C.a1'lllllOQ'l
Clastir she _ ,,",lra• .mcI ia orMw 01 he< slaw spMd.IIfIt-~
abo. Mothing is ddinilriy blown~I he< t'I'Id..... 011"," idenlily 01
1I'1f ftSSott whidl desuoyed IfIPt. lhooagh Adaiulllolbs SUles thil il
_ PJOb,lbly tlw c..,_n .foned .,clwlt ship Rider $onto Cruz.

The "Cornwatt- sinks raider No, 33, 8th Moly, 1941
6. On 81h May. I'" I. H.M.S. C.a,n.,.n (cruiser, 10,000 tons. 31,5 knots.
g~ns. tight 8·in .. eight ~·in. Il.A.) fO~9ht an actlon.,.;th an enemy
,.ider in the [ndid" Oeu".

0" 7th Moly at 5.55 d.m. tilt C.am.,.U W<lS lItor the ~lIllto, in 0" 2' S.,
56" SS' E.. steering 160' II t2 knots with o"lers to tefuri at tilt
SeycheUes when. ,_r r~t ,_hed hof from tbo S.S. BntIs/l £mprfor.



Altering <O"'~ to 340 It 6.25 HI. sM ltIc~ to 2(1 knoll to dow
the fflfSII1s position wilhoul .n IIndllly heavy collSlllllpUon 01 futl As

Ihis JIlI'IUOfI QS loOO'" I~. In 8 JO' N.• 56 <'!>' L. snU11bCip,lttd
• ptobllJld lUrch.

A Klltlllt tot the semh with IIll' 4id olll1CRft __!led 0\11 on tho

po-inripIiP 01 o:\osmg the~s -tunhnt Od·IiJIl'.nd thm swtul'ill
YIqnot ....th to~ brion! duk the Wgcst possihI- y .....tion 01 tilt
.nnry ill $peoed IlI4 CO\lIse. At 1.,", .... tt.. C.......... ino:rNsfd to 24
knots. bill ~t 8.15 •.•.• on rKfIpt of I Qtjlloll frOll 1M eo.n........·m·
Clutf. ~tlndin. V"ac..Admi,.1 R, Luthml. t\llned nortlull5' , knots
10 coYfr tllf 'ioIP bfl.ween thf s.y.-h.ll"".nd the~I 01 tilt~
Archi~to the unw.rd.

As Admir~Il.e.lh.m W'lun.w,,~ 01 her elYct pos.ltl<m. Ih~ Co",,,,,,,
dKld~ 10 regard his slgn.l <l1.n i,,,lruction .nd P'oc~with he, own
or;9;n<l1 $Cheme of surth .1 the most p'''''I;c.1 m.nnfr 01 complYIng
with It.

The $Cheme .,..;l tI'e Co. ,...,11'1 __nll un be best foI~. by

rderrl""l to ,hot <lU.oched p[,n [not Il'ld.udedl UId to thf r«<nd oltM
(O\IJ'S6 sM steertd. The _,,10 tHo""e duk QS designed to (OW'!" the
,...·s""'''''''bfI._ I" MId 190 <lIId spH'do \Iff,""," 13.' MId
16.6 tDoLL

~........ 4 p." MId '.15 p." tho Cot.-.IJ t.unrlwcl both IIfr 1LrCJUt:.
1«Oft.i""l till'. ohortty .tt", 1 p._. At 1 p.•. lbt illetO'd .....IW
N 15 L to qeI'" to the w... altho IIlallI Vlgnot seuch. This Will--..de
out lor • IIlUlI speed 01 Il knot> r.... nne hom Ute! the 11..-1 of the
' ......' 'eport. on the _pUOn Wt the ,oidIt, _Id ffilIIl~ III hour
to 6fIl with I.... 81l/lsh C",J't"O< W would thon stUtll.t high speed
IIlItil duk, when sht would Hie down At 9.30 p.m. the eor.......U<llrfred
<oufSe to 113 1M ,edllCed 10 1/0 knots to su,ch On thll lint while
till' _n wnup.

The di,~lion of ...,,10 w.s COIlK\. but th~ ~'lch W<lS unsuc,~s.flll

lor. though by 3,30 •. m. ,,'"1 morning, 8th M..y. tllf Corn..,,11 wu dO£l>
to the ~nemy. who cl.1lnu to hive ~ghled h~, ... she tu,ned ~""\$t the
..Uing moon, _,"I hours .....'" to pus belo", shoo hoo,..lf u'lhted the
.iIdet. f,om 3.30 '.M. unltl dllWll the CormroU sttertd 143 .1 1J knots.



At dawn. between 6.30 and 7 a.m.. sh~ launch..d both ai,craft to rover
a variation of 3 knots on eithel side of the enemy'. enimated speed;
and al 6.1§ a.m. innea...d to 18 knots.

At 7.7 a.m. one of th~ airclaft si~ht..d a melcltant ship of the suspect~d

Iype steaming about 11 ~nots, 228·. wme 65 miles we.tward of lhe
Comwoll. hut made no leporl belore returning about 8 a.m. At 8.25
a.m. the ComW<lIJ altered (oul... to 255' to clo... Ihe suSpeCI and
inCT~ased speed, at fillt to 20 knots and tlu!n. at 8.1~ a.m., to 23
knots. It w... ahout 9.10 a.m. when slu! ll!eovered hel wcraft. Though
she hoped tltat it had not been sighled. late, infonn.lion proved thai
it had been rletect..d. pTOhably by R.D.f. On this u on all othe, occ...ions
the ai,c,.ft approached and left the su.spiciou.s ship in IIu! dir«tion
away from the clUJ..." a ruse apparently successful in hiding the clUlsel's
actual position.

At 10.15 a.m. the Comwoll catapulted her second aireraft with
instructions to close the still unidentifi..d ship and discover. if possible.
whethe' she were a raide, or not. Wheo th~ airClaft reluIn~d at 12.23
p.m, it lePOlt..d thai Ihe unknown vessel was steaming al least 1§
knot.< and had hoisled signalleltm. The... we,C identitied as those of
the Notwegian S.S. Tamerlone, which she closely resembled, though Ihe
Tomer/or'" was not in the Co""",JI'sli<l of e'pl!C10il ship•.

It was then past noon and it was clear Ihat the Cornwoll must iOClease
spe..d to get within .tliking di.tar.ce of Ihe .uspect with plenty of
daylight in hand. She accordingly InClcased to 26 knOll and at 1 p.m.
to 28 koots. At ].45 p.m,.he catapulted an ai,C'.ft with o,d~fS 10 k.... p
hel informed of the bl'a,ing. rou,.... and speed of the <till unidentified
ve....l. She estimaled Ihe suspect to be within 3Z miles unless he had
alter..d rou,.... When the aift,aft retu,ned it was ahle 10 gi~ an accurate
bearing of I'" unhown ship which wOJ in sight hom the air, and a few
minules laler. at ~.7 p.m.. was sighted hom the hridge of tile Cornwoll,
bearing 282". Green SO.

At 4.12 p,m. the Colllwoll alt~,..d cour~ to clo.... but Ih~ sl,angerlu'ned
away.•tern on, steering 300', At ~.19 p.m., Ihe,e/ore, the Co"'W<lJl
altelOil (our... to hring he, fine on the slarbo.a,d bow in OHler to dose
as quickly as po.Isihlc 10 12,000 yards without crossing her track. At
4.30 p.m. the strange, began malting "Raide' ,epom." stating Ihat sh~



WOOS l~ Norwegi.l.n S.S. r(l"'~""'" The pl.1ne In I~ 41' _ IMrdo.e
told 1(1 Inlo,m ht, In.llho ship " ..... ng Mt Q5 I Bnush CIUlSel and
that she should stop fl'IIines. Tho COI1tWilU tunwd.lt tlwo ........ ti_ to

gi.... "'" • lJQOd blOidside 'IlfW. and then rnullwd the clwM.

At 1.S6 p."'.. Whed lho IMII)O ..... duonl to 19.000 y&nIs. The C«rItooU
~ tluft Ii-. "lIN... 10 01 [fire,".nd IwcUd I.... up .,,111 one

.mung tolllld of '-Ill. Oftf and to the lQh. but though the st......
d;. bl(Qd It. 0'..... II» CDrn-a ,efWlMd fld. opt1llllf d~ fin,
d thmbng tholt silt mght be • flOrU _cll.lnt ship ..hoow _ft
w;os 0J.lILam1yfkt~ ~ to stop_ An onkl oqs~ I}i....... 10<
the MCOCld au",,",t 10 \.obi off ..... d'""" 2~ boab~ to the
~ and. It thl.t did not stOP btl. to dJop It. 111M "" "'" fOft'<'Bt\Q_
It w;os SOIlll' UlIIt. t4 COtl. befu~ this 0f0eI ~iChed It..uaw..

At 5.10 p••• lho CDrn-a og<lin ligIWIlO'Cl "He to Of I fin: and
folJowed thu with lnl>tlon 'ound of '·in, M.tht , .., ltoPn imide
12.000 yuds. she tUlned to pon to open II. This .p,..eotly"'~
'1Mo str..., t!wlthe """,""U WM.abo\lI to o~n n~ In nnws!. for
when tM' in. shetllcll ....r htf she lurnO'dlo It"bcwrd. "nd lhon.
"",kIng" t..,ge "ltem'on to pon. opened lire Willi Ii.... guns JUSI belore
5.15 p,m.

The enemy rould h.l'dly h.lvc "hosen" bette' mornenl 10' llani"'llhe
Ktloo. JUSl .u: rh~ eo",wall lu"",,! .he! hring her RCOnd warmn~

lhot. her lrlining cllcuit tiiled. Realising that Ihe w.ll d"ng~ra"-lly

clos<! to the ,.iOeI. she immedia"ly turned away to port to the llmlt 01
",." .,Clto Iwid d"n9'!' Iram to'pedoes .nd to open the tinge. which
~ closed to 10.500 y",1ls. It o~nO'CI quir:kly. but 10' • time the C(/nn",ll
...as In gr..... danqe,. 5he was frequently st,iddlO'Cl try Ilpid.and r.airly
«CIl,ate gunllie wlute hel own IlI.lin .llUment WIS poinling ,mywhore
but II the enemy, In t!>esc cUCUIll5t.snecs~ tu.med furt/'ler aWlly. and
..." ofll~, • .ll $QJIt hom tho bridcJt with.-. to ••" lur~ to tl~

on the CllflItY and. If llKess.uy. to tab over (ontlo! of ",." IUllQt. Tlw
neaw.ary Oldm Iwd. 'Que leL ...".bmI~ hom tbt foR' r:onnat.
and .AS tho tu,,~tJ. tr.ined. tho Cor..-II tUJNd bact to stalbo.ud to
o~n ·A" MU. M. .......... thty would lIN,. ·,.".nd"r IIl'reu fucd two

SlIhoos. but I ~.9-llI.lut thell put ht'I foR stHring tN' out of K1ion.
and she lW\l"'J oI'Q)', dosmg htf "A" UCS Olla IIjI.I1I tor. lhon n-.
fbib_~ ..... fllftll!Wlcly onlJ ICIIlpolUJ, Tlw Iftftst~ gear
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was rapidly brought into ~ and th~ .hip wilS oul 01 ""nlml IOJ a
mJtt~r of ~cond, only. M~."whjl~, unlOJtunately. communication
betw..,n the bridge and th~ caupull had failed. with the te,ult thl.
b<!fole the older 10 launch the second ailcraft wall~i~. Ihe ai'cralt
wal put out of action by a sh~ll.p\inte'-

By 5.18 p..... an the Com...,tr. tunets were tiring (-A" and -B" tunets
in quarte" and "X- and "Y" in gloup control) and he, ""Ivos straddling
th~ .n~my. Th~ range wa, again ouuid<! 12.000 ya,ds. and lhe Wal
leilSonobly ..Ie hom 10lpedo atuck. The enemy'l fire w"' lalUng off in
accuracy and volume. At 5.19 p.m. It wa' neaTly 1.000 yMds short. and
the CornWllIl tu",ed to bring the ships on to roughly parallel COUISes.
By thi. time she had re<eived two dire<t hits. but altllough a minute 0'
two late' the raide' managed 10 stladdle her she was not hit agai", The
action was vitlUally at a" ~nd. At 5.26 p.m. a ....Iva hir the e..... my and
she bl~ up di""p!",aring ill .. cloud of white vapour which rose vertically
S<)m~ 2,000 ft. a"d hung 0""1 the seene for many minutu. M lh~ .... nk
she fired an in~tfcctivc. ""lvo which ,traddled th~ ComW/l1! 20 """""d.
aft~1 ,he h.r~lf had fin.ny dis.opP"a,od .

...lthough the Comwoll had deslloyed the enemy her own troubl~, _re
not yet at an ~nd, With one of her two ai'craft out 01 ae:tion .he w;U
oatufally anxious to ,orow, the other belore dark. She the,efore dmde4
to hoi'l it in belo,e searching lor IUMVOIl among the debri.. which
covered a wide ate<' and which _"Id I..."" ;-n dangerous to the aiJcratt.
.... she Imnod to Ie<owr it. however. it wal suddenly leatiled that
although an o,der had ll«n given for ,~d to be reduced 10 12 knou
the ComWllII wa. still ste..",ing very last (At 25 knots at lc;ut). She
Ih.. relore tumed to pass to windw~ld of the Wleckag~. o,d.,ing the
ailClalt to land as belt it could. The Cornwoll g,~dua\ly stopped and
pickO(! it up. but, al the p\~n~ was b<!ing hoi,t<!d In. el<'<:tric power
fail~. Thil bre~kdown blOught alllh.. fans to a standstill. the engine­
,oom tempelature rOs.e to 200"'. and fOf a tim.. th....ngille_loom had to
be abandonO(!. (On. ~nginl!l!r ollic~r wilS fatally overcome by the heat.
Th~ faiIUf~' in the engi"'Hoom were th.. subj<!ct of a board of enquiry)

"'bo"t thi. ti"'" the Comwolrl starboald engines suddenly went half
speed astern. presumably in accordance with an ord~r gi....n som.lime
before. This brought he, into the middle ollhe wI<'<:kage. and b<!fole
darknel. f.ll she wal able to pick up ~ numb<!r 01 British and Gennan



Sl.lIVivo.. clinging to it in the .atfl'. (9 British. 15 IndWI ml60~r.....n
stlMWO.. 'OIm: RSCUed)

She , i....l without d«trie:.,.,...n bola 6.15 p... lUltil i.SO p••• AI:
6. SO p ~l ... _N. bul she ~ stopped III 1M~
1llltI19.40 p.m.• when. mt< IUking t_po"""~ she -..tnt wloCl
.u.d It...rfd~~ for: the $ry<~

Although the Cornwall Mel found mel sunk the tf"ItIllJ the AUiJoilly
consiOe~ WI w condlltl of tlw "P"1.lion left lllUCh to bt~.
Tlwy '~Irdo.d the ild>e~ of ~ucb OIS wli dtsignm. but .""n"1 1.1
•.m., Iwr ilicRft pghted, ~rCNnllJupof w I~ for whIch il ...
SUJching, il should ~w "po'led lhe fid II o~ irul~~ of .aiting
until iu ,~tum to t~ ship at 8l.m. A..s l r~.u1t of this fli1ur~ to ~k~
w immN.i.ot@ r@po't the ComlO'OlI conlmued 10 Slum I.,Y hom 1M
enemy for neuly In hou,.•hleh might h~..., ~n vital. while, ~J othe,
li"'lft WI' hpt unll!'Cfs~lyIn the li,.

lt _IS coruidered, too, that th~ '''''~IO'OU should h,ye kept tb
Conllltlnd~r-in-Chitf. fOISI Indleil, informed of twntl Ind of Iter
lnlenlionl. With tM info....tion II M ,n,poSlIIte could INn ...."
Info.-..ed Nr Ih.it !VI hWndly ...." ....nt ship~~ MU. She
,ppun. '....tieL 10 NYf bftrt unduly co.....,....l wilh lhe poat1lililJ
of htf wUNIi being intt<ctpl.ed by w nide(s dir«tlon l\ndtf.

The Cornwall QS~ on a c1tfinite I~ hont and eJltploymg.
qu.lte ~ly, bolt. "tttaft lot w studt. When thllllSpkblS ship
RS sighted by """ of lhtIo it could hi" ah"(\o .ed!wl' wltilt the othtf
QS realled llld tdueUed In ltidines:llo r~ the Ihw' utL thus
tnII.lrirog thaI the su:spect -.Id bt .....t C'IImWltIy uncItr Db........
AI il .... tM odvwlMJl' of twnng IWO ilmm .OIS lost (Owing to the
Ihoru.ge 01 J1Ht Ail ArIll pttIOfIneI the Cornwril hid !VI qwlified """'fWf
for ...... second ;UlCutt) Ind the enemy RS left WlWlltChed from 1.25
a,m. untill1.Z5 I.m.. Ind ~ilin from II.SO I.m. until 2.10 p.m. If he
hold ~t I big ~ltt..t;on of course. or if lIle V1sIblUty hid d'OISti",Uy
decr~Ul'd. U", chlMt of finding him Iglin would Ita"" tlffn slendel.

The Admiralty consid!r~ Ihit during thia phue the rigid ,.jh~r~nc~ to
wi""11 pl~~ f~a\lltfd In ~uenti.ll ItpolU oot bt,ing mMie f.om the
i1rcrm U> the Q>,,,,,,,,11 _Mit 1M stgn.1lltlltlS ~re haUled by the



suspect. and from th~ c"rnwall to the C6,nllUlnde,·in·Chiel wrum these
had ~n id~ntifi~d a. the ra"",rla",,'•. In view 01 the nature of the
operatioll alld tM abvioll.l imjlOltance of making contact with th~

suspidoll.l ship as quickly as jlOssib\e. the Admiralty (omid.red, too,
that the Cornwall should h.... bTOught all hel boite.. to immediate
notice .t 8 a. m., the lime of the olrnalt's firsl.ejlOrt. instead of w~ting
untit 12.50 p.m. when the rejlOrt of the sel:ond $ighting .~a(h.d her.

Throughout tM pl!riod I>o11_n tM su.lace sighting of the .~der i1J\d
the time wMn she opened fite. the Cornwoll held onto the idea thatthl!
suspect might still prove to be a f,iendly ""'ullal although in view of
her swpiriou, behaviour all the ,.,,'d.nee was very much against it. The
Adllliralt y ro....ide'.d that the Cornwell. by allowing he.self to do.. to
a range of under 12.000 yards (ont"fY to he, e,p'.$$<!d illt.ntio.....
showed a lack of att.ntion to the changing situation. It is quite ctear
from he, report that this waslully appr<ldate<l at the time. The error of
cl<>sing a very slI.Iplcious ship was intensiti~ by he, tempo.afY inability
to open tire. which l~ft no altefOative but to turn away and close "A"
",(I at , critical moment, which might .asily have resulted in the raiders
e<rapl! and in much more serious damage to he,..lf than she "tually
suffered.

The "Sydney'sN action, 19th November, 1941
7. On 19th November 1941, HMAS Syd""y, (Austl.lian "'ui..,. 6,830
tons. nV' knots, 9ull$. eigh\ 6.in .• lour 4·ln. M.A.) CIlptain Jo..ph
BUlnett, R.A.N" ~nk the enemy r~der Kormo,on off the _.1 (0""1 of
Australia. As the Sydnq was herself do.troyed wilh an hand. in the
~noounter Ihis accounl i. Iwsed on the only available leport of the
action, that 01 the German survivou.

On 11th November, 194]. th~ Syaney left Fremantle escortill!l the S.S.
kolanaia, and handed her over ta HMS Darllan in 7" 56' S.. 104" 40'!..
On the 17th. She signalled that she ""petted 10 anive bock al Fremantle
on 201h Novembel, but, early on the 21$\ Ihe District Navat llfticel,
WeSlern Australia, ,.po'ted that she had not amV<!d, and followed this
on the 2lrd with a .ignal that nO furthel word had been recei~d from
her. Al 10.54 am, on the 2lrd, the Aust.alian Naval Board imtructed
he. to rejlOrt he! ""petted time of anival al F,eUlanlle, and an hour
bter ,U high power wi,elu. station. w.r. o,dered to call het



conUl\lllOllSly. Thlm.as "" ~y.......n.oil -m. on 14th roow-bn­
~.n""""tty~t1¥tRSUlI.

,1,11.16 WI *lIni.... l"h "'--00. t...eoe~ a ~It a.- In by
wudess no. 011' WlbI Thxm WI duo Iwd pid:cd up 1!> Gmnuls
flo•• ,.ft ,n 1b 6' S.. 111 '0' E. tvenlUolUy 101 ...IYiWIIS foo. I~
JDnnoran UJM ..hore in t_ .....ts al Carl\lllYOn. Western A~"alil,

tile SS KooIrlllla picked. boat wilh )1 IIIO~ The Aql!'tanra =I!'d 16,
.nd HMAS Yandta picked up tWl) Ch,~~ who had ooen c.ptu,ed from
the SS £~ryloch~J WMII lhe I.'ormoron sank her ,n 8 IS'Il .. 1S I" W.,
on 291h Janu~ry, and 70 (ri>fmans, • tOI.1 of liS Germans and two
ChillCSl'.

rtw story of the .oction bet-..n the SydtVy and tile fDnrIoro1l WI$ toW
by tile .ror-Dn'r e.plAi.n, Fr.,..tl~n,l.iopil.n ",G,T. Det-en .nd othft
prisonen. and btom .1I t~ lIl.llrb of • bon.afi<lt~ Thty could
""I npWn .hy the SydtVy elmo( so c\os.c btoto,e opening rut Or
.ttClllpti!lg to Iaundl lift airn.ft. ""'I it WIll bto recaIk<l WI on 21th
friauary. 19.41, 011' umawdosed to withito l.OOOyards 01 the LUU.J
befOR tithe! ship "I'""""i I;~

"boul , p••• OIl 19th 1l000000bl'r tilt li:>nIIoton ... in US,. III E.,
$teaming n,nlh• .,d$ al 10 knou ..hen she saghtcd wllat .ppt'llf!d to

bto • sail fine on lhe ct.,bo.."d bow. eom"",r.doc. Detlll('l$ $OlIn illtnuficd
it as a nurser and ,mmtdlucly turned Wl'lOllnto lhe sun .nd inc~ase<:\

10 ful1<~d, which hee,timated at IS knots, Theerul~r. which prawd
to be the S)ldtM)/. ill OllCle turned and a,ne up on the Kormotan'$ swbo.ud
quarter at high speed. ro.r h.llt an hour. as <he approad~,. rtpNtedly
aig""lled ro. but CoIlUlIInclcl tlwDc.. l\lld no Illt...hill NlU lQO!.nl
and did not reply. KNnwhile the LomIDton was busily IUklng tho
"DIsguisIcd raldn In -'gill" sig"" ooUסס- S. t 11 L STRMJ KALAnA.­
and II IIIol1' be noted Wt illout 10 •.•. G.M.T, On 19th !l<r¥tMbt, the
lug tbJ pi<bd up • 011 ..... bitt ... wWllc to .-I tn. .....tilIn
and stUp's lI.UIt.

When the ,.. Iwd dosed to 7..lei the S)'IIIW)' ordered the .ror-an
in pWn bnguage to Ilo1st tM,r slgllll1 Itllfl$ and Ihf raillt. 1lo1st«l
Pt::Ql. lhe lelltfS 01 the S.s. Stroot HolaltD, on ""', tri.l.tic stay bfl_n
Itle tunnel UId fO,f....$! whe,~ tIM! tTU,se, rou\d not _ therD. It Is
re.sonable to $UPPO~ thilt this was ;l rUN de guerre 10 induct ttlc
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Syd'lCj' to close and investigat~, hi, h~r ,igna\ to the Ko,m01nn to hoisl
th~ l~tt~" cl~61 WdS ,epo!al'!d conlinuo....ly bolO1e the ,aider romplil'<!
wilh il.

Tile SydMy had all guns and tubes trained wh~n sh~ cam~ up with th~

Ko,m01nn. In r~ply to her .ignal"Wrn,re ooUl,cl?" the Ko,mo,an leplil'<!:
"B"avio," T1u1 Sydlllly then app.orently hoi~ted tile letters II. which
the ,dider was unable to understand a~ in the Intemational Code, th~
mean. "You should prepale lor .. ryclone, hu, ricane or typhoon." They
,""Ie, in fact, tile >c<:ond and third letters of tile StrOOl MilloUo's secret
call sign ilKI'. The SydMy then onlered th~ Ko,mn'on to show h~, secret
l~tte", and Captain D~tm~.. nat knowing how to reply decided
relllC1antly to fight. The lwo .hip< were stuming in a westerly dire.:tlon
at IS knots On paraliel COOlseS. the SydMy on the Ko,me,an's starboa,d
beam, Only a mile (= i'tan 5. Acco,ding ta ",m~ of th~ witn~"'" the
rang~ was only 1,200 mel''') :It!p.o,..ed them when the K01moran
.uddenly drapp.ed her gun screens and. hoi~ting the German ensign.
opened lire WIth lou, of her six 6-,". guns. lIer first $alvo hit the cruiser.
bridg~, Th~ Syd""}' immedi..lely ,eplied with a ...1"", which went eve"
but rn" serond set the rdid<>r~ fuel tan'" on-li,". In the meantime the
Xormoren had hit the sydney with a torpedo which apparently put he,
fOfWiUd turrets out of action. and with a ..Iva which .hot Jy., aircraft
to piec.. at a range SO close that the men round it could be plainly
=n. (The amrdt was wa'mIng up when the ~n9ag~m~nt began)

Aooul 4.40 p.m. the Syd""Y tuml'<! to pori and p;isscd so close astern
01 the Kormoron lhat some of the riltders crew thought that she would
ram hc,- Allhough an unconlloUable file was ,agi"g in th.. Kormaron all
her guns were still In action. The syd""Y~ alter tonets. too. wete firing.
and at 4.50 p.m. she fi,~d foo' torpedoes which mi$led the ,aider ahead
and altern. The Ko,me,on lep\ied with a la,pedo, which ..Lsa onis.sed its
m~rk. Bolh ships wer~ now burning fieH;ely ~nd th~ Sydney w~s 6 fC<!t
down by the bows.

Balely hail an hOUl had passed .inee lhe Karmaran o~n~d fi,e. but thl­
aclion was vill\,ally over. nil! Ko"nolon, which had fired 450 ]ound,
and thrC<! lo,~s. was lying .topped wilh a fien:~ fire in hll' ~ngine·
room. The sydMy with all her sopermutt",. ~mashed and her boats
dest,oyed. was .teaming .Iowly away in a ""ulh·east~rly difKtion under
a d~n~ doud of smok~. At I t Jun. C<>,nu",,,del Detm~" decidl'<! 10



obudon the lomtorOIl. MId shonly mel' .ud~ht iIlI uplodon Iwt~JVd

hot, .nd. By thilli_.n tT""" of 1M $yThrry h.JcI dlSllppure<l iIlId she
wu "'"'" _n o. hot.lTi~.

The "Devonshlre'sH action, 22nd NO\lfmber, 1941
a.OnUncI~. 19101. HMS. ~,,... Clptan I.D. OhY'tf. D.S.C..
1.11.. loiIl\lI: iIlI ~.,. .....t in tho Soulh AtWlIic.

At 5.2(1 .... tlltl -='!I Clpwn otner ~P"tdwd his ••hus tiKnft
to an, OIIt ... olIIIl........ ptt<ol ..... \oftg •.,. IIWdT. PNd 01
the Wp. WIltn the.ttrus Rtumtd It 1.10 &.-.It ltpo<ltd sighting.
-mwf\t slup III ( 211 S.. IS 50' W. from the tiroU!'l dloocrtptilln
c..puin 00- -.poct1Od IMI the ltpOItlOd oesRI ..,h:t~ be ...
e~.,. raid•• ttId hi l--.fitttl, .1I.,td count to rioM btT It

"'-
An hou, Itt.., It a.9 •.•..•he ....... 01. ""p ctlllt trtto A9ht btanng
160 in ( 12' S.• 1a' 42'W. Thelt wu alDOdtftl' b.elH (Foree4) flO_
tilt SO\Ith-tast.nd a sbght SIt WIth a lhon slow swell The YIsiblllly
wu 10 mila.. The !Jno,uhifl It Orl<'t lurntd ..~ 10 fly oft "" tirCTlft.
wlUlh.u lat.lpulted.t a.20 a.m. with orders to identity thot unkoown
~ if I'OSS'~.By this time Clplam Oh~~l $USplcions "",re thoroughly
ilouscd by lhot .......,.,UV'....M .pp".r.nu or lhot ltoip.•hirk do...ly
ftstmbltd Raide. No. 16. WIth the flception of 1IIOvt'.ble t1ttinq. such
u VTllltiltlOIl.lld "'''''''11 ""su. H. '''.rdo", n1.rIOrUVled the Dtvorl$hll,
.t 26 knots. and kept her at a range of Ilctwwn 1l.000 .nd 18.000
yard. hom the unknown lhip to. frust'ate poulblt torpedo .ttock.

!mmeditlely .rttl tho! W.hu. hod t.kln off. the m.ngel tumed lZ
points to lit.rbot,d .1Id rud~ otf in • .oulh_llllly dirK1ion. Al 8.l I
'.m, thl Dftoorl$hl1# fired two ..I'lOS Spletd to right o.nd ltft. in.endold
to pf1lYOla!. retum fjre.1Id esttbllih tilt monge~1 identity as a r.lide.
btyond cIoubt. o. 10 'nduce lit. to .bandon .Iup.nd avoid unl'le'(~

bloodshed. npKitlly as olio p,~y had a nu_beor 01 B.itish pr;.o""..

~ """'.
Tho -St.....~ on<'t It<Ipped and. tunung mund. tr.......tud by wueless
.t &.40 &.•• tbt ...ship ,tidtT rlpo,l; "1RJl UJ. lU die~"'u.I (

2(f S.. lao )5' W. 0940 G.M.T.- It _ slgnitiunt tNt thot -r." WI'I in
groups oIlhlff and not or four and that no slgnallttten WI" lndtDd.
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Captain Oliver could not ignore the posnbility tbt tile ship might be
tile genuine J'ojypIrt'm~s, which was a ""ssel of similar appearance wilh
a ecunle, Slern, and having been repo'l2d al Bilb~ on 21st Septembe,
lOa. within ,e~h of his position. Tn remove aU doubts he =de a signal
to tile Commander-in-Chief, SQuth Atlantic, Vice·AI\mi,al A,U. Willi...
C.B.. 0.5.0.. at 9.5 a.m., asking if rhi$ 10'" rhe re.I Pol)'p~mll$. The
aiman lOa. also ;uk2d what type of stern the stranger had and Teplied
at 9.31 a.m. that she had a cruiser stern and a hull simi"" to the
Arlonr;s, All doubts, ho","""r, were TemoW<! at 9.34 a.m. when the
Commander·ln·Chief signalled "No. repetition No: One minute late'. at
9.35 a.m.. the *""nsh;re open..:! fire al 11.<XXl ya,d•. He, fourth $lOllra
hit .nd sta,t..:! • fire which, .he ,epo'ts, """ntually <p,e.d to the ,,,,,my'.
maguine and blew her up. The enemy put up an efficient smoke screen.
but made no attempt to return the *""ruhire's fire. (According to
Dnt>nshi'e', report the enemy abilndonl!d .hip, bul $I... w;u .ub",,!u,ntly
"pOlted 10 be proc...,.jinQ at lS knots. It Is possible she may have boeen
callying ammunition supplies 10' subma,ines). By 9.39 a.m. Ihe
Dnt>nshi'e h.d fi'ed 30 $lOllm....nd Caprain OliW!J d,..,kl!d fiJO and
tumed e;utward to cIe.. the enemy's smoke screen. lie then tliei! indirect
firing by R.D.f. lange. but gun blast put the R.D.f. t'an.mitter out of
.clion. "" 9.43 •.m. the enemy lOa. visible an«! malO, and acco,ding to
the ailerafl lOa. maintaining a .teady 1Sknots. The Devonshfre the,e!Q,e
reopened fire until 9.56 •.m.. when the enemy wa.....n to be heavily
an fire and down by 1M 51e,n. Captain Oli.....r Ihaught Ihat .he h~
consistently attempted to draw him to the south·eil5twald. and was
determined to .team no furth.. in Ihat direction th.n he eculd help.
At 10.2 a.m., ho","",,', ther, was ~ heavy explQ5ion On baa,d her. It wa~
followed by anothel at 10,14 a.m .. and two minutes latel she sank.

Captain Oliver'. next anxiety was to reee.....' hi$ ai'eraft, which had a
damaged propeller, and M successfully picked it up at 10.40 a,m. It
reported that almo~t certainly an enemy ~ubmarine lOa. present. He
was therefo'e unable to SlOp and ,escue survivor., ilS he could nat haW!
dane so without running a gra., risk or being torpe<!Qed. captain Oliver
hild been assisted In Identifying the ship by the description of Raider
16 given in a supplement 01 Weekly Intelligence ReJlQrt. No. 65. and by
a phQtQ9'aph in the American periodical 'Life' of 2)~ June, 1941, of.
Raider caned 'Tam.,;,' Qr 'AlIanl;,: Thi$ lOa. Ih. H.IWO Ship 'Golden/ell'
(Cap",in Bernhard Rogge), 7,862 tons. whkh left Kiel In March. 1940.



mlll!'d With WYm S.9-1Il. guns. UnMi virious IIimtS slle hid sunk 21
ships. SIIe wiS olet;ng ... "'b.....ri... suppl, slup Ind w.as Ippuently
.al)ou.t to fuft I subllWint~ tltt 1:lnMsIliNP·,·,i,n.h r._ in ';ght.
obIiopng the sub~1It to U5t oft ind di~. AM brinO) JUnt. lie, boiu
lidtn with SlIJvivOf$ wert _ by ...b....nrws ind I.&ttl' by the supply
ship 1')tlItlo'l' wI\lch lOOki~' of thul on bo.i,d.

The "Dorutshlrt"s~ olction, 1st DKember, 1941
9, On In Ot<....r 19041. HXS. DoIMUllite (rrllistt. 9.91S to.... J2

mots. fUns. nght 8-lIt, Uld tight' iJI.. H.....)Cipuin A.• .s,., V.c..,
O.s.o.. LN .• tnt'OWIttlt<l in the South At\.lnUt. ;an entmr~ whlcIt
SCIlItlt4 httwlf wllhoul opnlino)~

t1w lItntuItl~ hid Itftf~on 26th Iio'Inlbtl to SN/dI too tnNIY
ship" in the ,tI.lti"",at.. "N 120 ..."'" _th m:lwest of St. Kdtni..
At 7 ..... O!l III DNtmbt, slrt fltwolf he, W.b.........ft in 2fi ,~' S..
/l 2~' W. to _lIOltft to the south-tlSt. bu.t II Iffilmt<I wilhout
Iighlln9 iltytlling, AI 11 ...... the OorJm1Ilrt Illtled (OIJ1St to 111
Uld irw;:rNSf'd to 181/1l<nou. At l.15 p.lII. lho W.hUl..,I ....1~in on
• simili, p.llmi WIth ordtl"l to f'euch to the SO\Ith_d far In hour UId
tllen it righl ing," to tltt Dor~i,t·.Int.nline of Idv.ra for~
hour befolt r$lmng the sltip.

AI '.n p.m. lilt /Jotul.hi'e sighlO'd the m.SII of a shIp beiring 032" •
.Ibout 18 miles away at Ihe ut.elOO limil of v1sibl1il~. TIlt llU w.. c.lm
with a slight lwell. Although the WallWi was ltill out of sIght to too
lOuthw,ud. c..pl.in A9" dl!cidO'd ta dose tht unknown ~s",l at once
antllf II«tlSoI'Y to .teill the iilCf.ft. He the,efo,t turned to Olt· .nd
'lIC.Ustd to 25 knots. Tilt SlJmgfl soon beg.n lIIU1ng UIWlke, bUl
rt.....ined hull down. Silt ~ app,lrtntly inc:rustd 10 full spted on
lighting tlMo DotuWti"".nd w.....t~ring .w.y /tom her. Cilium Agil!
looefo... lncre;osed la 30 knou.nd ....... a rteall, .hich f;oile<:! ta ,_h
1M Walrus.

At~.e p.•. lhe /Joueahi", sight~ _ ••1.....ll p.ltel\es of oil on the
.iII~ iIld c..puin Aqar. SUSj*ting tile po_In of iII""""'.JUbmlrine.
tu.rned .I••, ta .lMboi.d. About this Ii. lie light~ .In object
~bhng I sublUfint's COflJUll!l towel 6 lalles ...y on the pan boN.
"'1.1 ~.20 p.•. identified it as. PJ-ft·bo.Il WIth few Of tift other
boau In tow. A1I/lollglt ltt <OIIId not entirely IfJKl tile pos;sihltty tNt
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the vesset he ...., clwUng ...... i British ship. wludl Iud mlst.k~ lho!

lJonfts/IUfi lOf ;on ....-y auUer he uromed '''''I "" ...... ;on .nnry
'iAidn o. supply slll.p. To~ Ihfo n.I: of itl«k by i SIlblUrinle he
U1K the~,~ .....ng .1 high SjIftd outsidlf: i IIr\9l' of 1&.000
prds. I"U-cU~he could nelther "'"'"" ,~-.yh ...
Inmling h=ctf no, (OUlo! he apia", he,. At \.ll p... he tmd two
'IfIllllrl\I shots _ 14.00II Yill" _ right ml._lriI of lhe W9"1. By
tlus tl-.Ihfo • .....,~ sto",," ml. was Iowmng bom. ~ t""'''o,.
wllhheld Ius fi~ '" case she~ iny c.oplwN Britistllllllrdl;oni _I'
on board. ind cuntinUO!'d ng-uggln§ OUlSlM Mf rin~ but insMk IIis_.
By S." p.m. the Do,m,UrI'" Nod oOSH<! IhU""''''Y'li bows. ind ilthough
the 'in~ ...... 11.000 yi,ds. Colptiln Agu If... able 10 _ t .... OO<tu
moving aw.y ham h.'sldc. At S.SI p.m. he ab~,wd that tM enemy.
who hid i definite list ta po,t. wos an li,@.nll! file iP~.>d lipidly until
6.S p.m.. when III'~ explosion fOlWa,d ~tleif MT fate. It Pvident
tNt the e""nf" sell delllllctian w.. Cfltain.nd Captai" "' , II alICe
lunlfd ...iy to elfl' the ."'" .. quickty.u posiible. At 6.11 p.m. the
erlf"'Y wnt in 21 \0' S., 1 \\. W.• Ie.Ying only 1 trail of smolno and.
nu",t... 01 $U,vivalS In bOI.tl. At 7.10 p.lII. the lJoIlfflhi.. 'K'IIYI".m
he! Walrus aircRft. and Clptain Agar <l.spatchood it ~l\ it 7.1\ p.lII.
to =noitr. II...,N of thl boilS.

In u.. Wling Iighl obsoemltion ...... difficult. but itS u.. almah dIdtd
round al a helghl 01 400 fl. il wax aMI 10 etabtisIl that Ibm ....fllu,,_ ......'" ml. two 1oIfge lifts in the posiuon whe", tho ship~
gone~ It est1lUtfd Wt -" \loal ""rnm.d II lust lS SW'IiYOlS
and w! the tot.al nul@e, of survlYOfl was \00. The W,lrux then
ez.llllinftllhe \loats wlIkh Ihfo Do...m#li,.\wd sighltd II S.I p.... n...,.
we", still , or S miles hom the ""vival{ \loats and wert fully loaded
with pacbges.nd OltU. II ap,.'1$ possible thaI IIwy we", actually
t,"",fening thfsoto sto,~ to a Sllblllirine when the Do'stUh, .. • rrived.
bllt If iO the a.ill:lolft iiW nothing 01 it.

TM lkl'llnshire's Ind /Jolsershi'e', ""lians~d to ~ntl·,a.ider tactics I
plOblem in addition to the klIual one of di~tingwshing friend from foe.
n'me\y. lhal of di$llnglllshlng bet~n In enemy supply ,hip and •
,aide,. Tl'H:' p,oblfm of dealing ",th .nemy "ide,s hinges largely on
rlpid identifkatian as SIll:h, but in neitheJ of thew cases was the~ lIlY



'Ul tvldeOOl! Ihil the ~nemy~ Wi$ i ,~;de,. TllII..:t th~1 neiloo
O~nM fi.,. no. Itt~mptod to enOO lhe~ within torpedo ,omge
ipPUr110~ t ....1 tMy we,., ......,••1. Copt~in "II" SllJp«tO'd tN.I
t.bI! fnelllY _ K'llng;lS i wlJawiM SIIpply $hi;l. I d..ly-. pmo.lDfd.
by .1Idm m the LIst WI1. 001. is III is Is Itnown. In this -. By
Inlltling MtMf $he, udt ..... ;dent;fic:~t>on • I .11de< ..n~ry.
which soloed t.bI! DatMJlli,.·s~ dlffitult pldl....

R~ldtr Hunt. 4th·6th N~mbtr. 1941
10. In IlIIiition tD tIw eight .mons og.oitlat PrIf"'Y ,;oicIm mil aupKtll!d
Wden. tooghl clwing 19ioO Ind 19'1. 0.- IIae bMn i nw.bor of
U'a m 19'1""" I!'netIIJ'~ _ eMlW\lftII!d bill not iOentified
• such. n.... w..~~I~ one Utrol.~ In 19" of I 'lidn I'f'POIt
INhng tD i PIOUletll!d SlUfCh wlIII'n no mtay~ ,Iidft w;as~.

On 41h ~bn. 19'1. the RfA OI~ ot-r ~fod I mrhc~ ~r
ill«k il ~.10 I." GMT. 3' 4'M. 12 41' w. (See Plon 1) tho Dor.w.i...
Wi!! It RI. mil lhe ColllllWlder·;n.ChItf, So1;lh Atlintk. V\a·AdIllifII
A.U. W,llu. dtn ordering her tD m"6tiglte. i1utruetfod tilt cnliwr
1Itlllfdin In IN... F'Nt.....n with tho sP"C;,lwrvke_b Quff" Emmd
1M Pnnctu kouUo:IM)om in ttlt SUTch.

WIltn lilt Drlr#/Shiffl, Coptlin A.W.S. Ago" inttlr.pttd lilt O/lootor', 'aidt,
distress s1g1ll1116 i.m. slit t..mod NSI. ImrtlO'l1i.lttly \(I close lhe pIlSition.
which Wi! 600 mi~, IWIY, Ind II 6.45 I.m. incteased 10 10 knots. t~
m.xlmum ll"'fod of lho .,med n'~I(h.n\ c,ui , CaIOla" which wi! wllh
htr. Coptain Agil knew that t~ U.S. mil QmonQ Ind U.S. desl,nj'e1
Somm. ~ng _ll In tt.. na'th'weit of t~ ~n~m1s rtpultO'd positinn,
would ~ 'bIt tn Jupporl Ihe c..nlon. and Ofde't'd ht. II 1.<15 I.m. to
IIIUt 10' i positicm In 5' N., U' lO' W., In inlt,r.pllhe ,licit, shGul!!
slit $Ifff I oon.h """,Ietly COlI...., whilt IIIII' DrI'Sfuhir. stumed IOUlh·
tl$!. It N knoU to inl~1U1l1 lit. tD the SGU!hwlld. H. wu IInllwue
1"'1 lhe U.s. 0tIiWI' Mpmplus w.. Mil tilt JIO'Ition gi~n by tilt OfIooeon.

AdmlJi! W~\is, not knowing that 1M DorRlJ1tj~mil CIlntllll No! """It'd
(01IlJlIl'Y, Ofdtrfd t.bI!lIIlt 9.31 L.. tD ..mh. sector tD the SO\Ithwlfd
01 IIIII' fllfmJl ~t'd position and tllll'Drnwdzn. /»«n Unrnu and"i_ "'t'" to _Tdl .. _ to the _th-<!lItw.td of it.

At 3 p... 011 5th IIolwabtr AdaioI Willis ~nfof_ IIIII' BritiUI ships

Wt the U.S. c:nziS<'f Iftmplw Ind the u.s. dn!l<7J'm l1rnU aIlIi JGum
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nod ""~rched lhe po.ition 01 the ~tLlck wilhout r~.uft until 1 p.m. on
the 4th. He 3dded Ihat Ihe U.S. cruiser Omoho and tile U.S. de5troye,
Somers wele searching fOI .urvivol'5 beloTe proceeding to a position in
S' S., 34' W. Th~t evl'ning. ~I ~ p.m.. he sign~ned Ih..t if nOlhing
rUJth~r ,*"r~ heMd of the ..ide, by dusk on ~th NOW!mho!r lhe Da'Nuhi",
and Conlon we,e to seiIJch on a nOlthelly COUlse bet~n 2~' 30' W.
and 30' W. to 2' N. The Dor~t.hlre would then return 10 Ft~town, but
Ihe Cllnton would continue on p:otroL The Dunedin, Queen fmmo ~nd

PrlnreSJ Bcotrix were to se~Tch on a northelly wurse to S" No before
reluming to fr~town.

Nexl roaming, 6th NlIW'moor. a """" fight was s/leod upon tm. situatiaa.
At 10.30 a.m, the O/wen reported that the r~der signal had~n made
when an unseen en~my. pmb.Jbly a .ubmari"" an the .urhce, had fired
an her in the dawn light. AI 11.33 ~.m. Admi,al Willis informed tl,~

Dor""Uhite, ClIntoll and Dunedin Ihat as the attack had certalnly not
~n made by a raider they were act 10 act forthwith on his sign~l of ~

p.m. On Slh N"""mho!l. tio few>!r Ihan t~n British ~nd AfJ\f!rkan wmhips
had ""arched fo, two days 101 ~ raider with no ;octual existente. The
search. however. was not froitless. for at 8.45 a,m. on (ith No~mbel

the Omaha and Same" captured the f,erm~n supply ship Odenwo/d in
O' 35' N.. 21' 45' W.. and look h." inlo ~n Amerk.on port.

Enemy vessels sighted but not engaged, 1942
II. On 13th March. 1942. at 7.25 p.m.. H.M.S. Ourlxln, .I....ming 257',
on p:ossage !lom Du,ban to Simonstown. at lJ knots with one engine
brok~n down, sighted a ship in 33' 53' S.. W· t .. st""ring east ~I 10
knou. 11 miles ahead, As the manger would p.1SS fairly close Ih~ alli"",
maintained h~r own Comse and speed. and at a di.t~nce of 6 milel
sign~ned lIN] ("You .hauld make yeUI ""cr~t 1~It~rs"), using ~ r~d Aldi.
lamp in the failing light. The absence 01 any reply being not unwmal
(According to the Durban only 25 per cent. Of melch.lnl ships answel
the lIN] sign~l ca"",Uy) Ihe Durb~n then ~Iked "Wh~t shipr" using ~

white Aldis lamp. The st,ange, ,~plied thai .he was the LrlWffibont.
baund flam New YOlk to Durban. and wi.hed the alliset good night.
Her .ilhouelle cOffe,ponded to that of ~ /lank Line ship.

The we~thel w~s too laugh fo, boarding. and the O",wn, f«<.i"9' the
famlli~r d1ftlculty of Idenlifyl"9' ~ ohip In poor light without dooing to
a da!tgerously sholt lange. allowed the .tlangello proceed. There can
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~ litt(., doubt. ~r. lhat the unknown l!up Wil the u Bntish lltip
Sptyflani. tipturfd by t"" ee......ns in .u,nlWty. 1941. '00 probobly
lCtino; is in~ mlrwloylng r;aidn.

At 11, JO L" not oUr. "th !'\.uth. 19~2 • b.ue lUtH1l hoot! 'fte,
the a.,llrm tweI.uo-d the $pUrioBs~,y,10 pto<'ftd w.n-,",O'd..
the il-.i ...,lwIt CIUiM' OIuhirw _ ill 3& 1r S.. 20 10' L, 2Si

~lftDlly to tht SOIIthnni. wflen lobe Sl'Jhled ill~ wuft hull
down. At 1I.SO i .... &he twntd to i11lftrept. mil IIw: a,M9'1 .tr.~l

_ ...Ul1ly illMiJlg: CCKUSe tcrnrds he, lume4 , ...y. This. bftnoJ
(Onlr1lJ to ~ftluon~ .." i arspaQ\lS aAMfUYn, HILI ill
,-, ~"" Itc."e~ IIw: su.... p.oDfd tht OlI!sIllte 011 .n apposite
COOLtlOI IINIly 3 ..1ts _yo To tht 0MsIl,,~-' lig:rW "Wh.ol shi.p~ lht
~ th.Il she _ tile 1llH!tloollil booncIltola~ 10~

.nc! CtlIt'IUIml. froIlI "" .ppurn>t<'. th.ol~ was, 0JmU1IW~ tme
W:IIIIl. tlw: OwsIIi,~~ Ion ,,, prvcwd or\l'-l IUlllw:, qlIUtioa..

The rul In,,,,bdd. ~r. WiS on paswge I,..m Konte'Yldfo 10
r-.own. Though~ is "" pmoftholt""~ wlIi<'tI~y •....,...l
he, Identity wiS ill entmy '.aider. it _tI\i possible lilit~ ...is lhe
f.!sot ~moon~ ...hich h.l.d <lo«f~ the 11II1oon 2!>3 "ulft ....'Y on lhe
p,mOUl _n;"9' (If sa she 1IIU11 "'," t'OWro,d the disU<n il ;on .~r"':l"

IPftll 01 16 knots). The CCmm.ndel in Chle!. South AlLan tic. Vice·
Admlt.l [.C. Tail- C.B.• M. V.O.. thought th.tlt m.y h.Yf ~n p'ovidenti.l
th.t the Oli~hi'i did n<>l IlI.l.ke Ih. Weltl 'K09nitlon ligna\. With.
\lOssib(., enemy r4lM, withlll 7.000 y.rdl.•nd WIth he, own ship's
complny quitt unpr@p"'l'd.nd ll<>t e~n .t ao:t;on ll.hom. I"" relllit
might ellSily h.~ be2n I"" my>le,ious .nd 'tlJ,tttibie dilolppell.lICe
wlth.ll "'ndl of"M of His Majfstyl vatlWble arllltd IDtr,"'nl truist:fS.

S.... _I:s lIlet. II '.41 l.trI .. on 26th o\pnl. 1942.• SUfoIlIUUaft.
patrolling flo.. lhe 1,1Md ~"hanl t,uise, ~orlll Cosllt'• • ighted In
unk-.l veuft in t tr N., 24 34' W.• Slftring abov.t 281 ..t8 knots.

~ St'afOJE hid Itft the l'tt'tonll CosUt' 1\ 6.4S .... 10 (my aut a rouune
rftOnrta.Wlln Wllh orden to rKum i19, IS •.•, ~obse",~. wn told
t ....llIO ~, 011 _ k_ "" ships _ ... in 1M .'U, but l!wl Iw was 10

rtlum lJuwdlalfty and,~ any AIlpicioris vew( slghled.

Whell tJwmoft' the IllIknown steamer~ UI\O l;iqhlll 8.4] La. tie
Ofdt'red 1M pilot; to .ppm.ch witlrin lutll I !aUt Ind. arcli"9 round
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before coming down fo' a clo~, vi~. caned her up on his Aldis l~mp.

She replied with identificotion nags GSLD. but he had no means of
derooiog them nor of di~o~rlng her identity. The Seafo~ made a
IhOlough irnp<'ction at close range but ~w nothing suspiciou•. The
vessel was of about 5.000 tons. with one funnel. two slightly raked
ma,u. ~mson po.u on fore side of m.oinmast. OM derrick hoisted aft.
but no sttucture on the ..,;,U decks. She had nOllnal defensive a,mament.
but apparently no A.A. guns. The only unU$Ual fe.ture, wt're roundels
painted on the ha"h rove,s. At 9.10 a.m. the SCafo~ turned to 'ejoin
the Preto,jo Castle. 40 miles away.

When the Pretnrin Ca,a. failed to sight the ai'''aft by 9.5 a.m. slle
caned it up and learned that it expected to be batk at 9.40 a.m.: but.t
thai h<lul it was still Out of sight. Ten minutes lale'. howeve,. ju,t as it
sighted the ship. Ihe Mmaft. running out <If pellol, was fmood to
ali9ht. signalling as it ca"lI! down ·S.O.S. 210' . 5 miles." The fut<lno
D.slle dosed, but the dillance proved to be 12 and not 5 miles. The ~a
was choppy with a heavy ,well. All attempts to pick the aircraft up
fMled. and it wa, not until 12.10 p.m. that the obseIW' c<luld rejl<ln
the unknown ship which had hoilled IdentifiC3tion lette,s GSLD. The,e
bel<lnged to Ille S.S. Angl~Canodlon. bUI thi, name was not on the
Pretorio Ca,tle', shipping plot. and she decided to make a full her
iflSl"'ction. The suspect's estimated ~an hne of advance wa, Toughly
parallel to he, own course. and to 9"t W<!II ahead ,he held on at 16
knot.! uutil 1.15 p.m. before lurning to intercept. Though she anticipaled
that Ihe suspect would be in ,ight by 5 p.m.. II h.d not been sighted
half an hour later when .lle turl\l!d to 107 to cro.. the s"ange(s
plObable tl~k. At 5.4S p.m. she a~kC<llf the Angl~Can(Jdlon were In
the area only to be told that Ihis ,hip had arrived at Bombay an 19th
April. funher MJ recunn6i...nce was impossible as the h"tOlia come's
second ailcraft wa, unserviCi'able. and although she c<lntinued to scalch
till well afler dark she saw nothing of the SUSptClOUS vessel.
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