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Introduction

This tesearch was undertaken in order to find records In British archives
about the disappearance of HMAS Sydney in November 1941 and to
investigale opinion of that period which might be relevant to knowledge
of the disappearance of the cruiser, These records might consist, it was
thought, of orders and instructions to ships on meeting suspected raiders,
intelligence reports and summaries including the so-called ‘Raider
Supplements’, signals, damage reports, etc.

It was intended to address two specific questions raised by the March
1999 Report on the Loss of HMAS Sydney, by the Australian Federal
Parliament’s Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence
and Trade:

® Are there any records or indications of there having been a board of
inquity or similar investigation into the loss of HMAS Sydney?
{Recommendation 2)

B Are there any records relating to a coronial inquiry undertaken on
Christmas Island on the unknown sailor? (Recommendation 4)

In addition, research was addressed to establishing what other

information may have been recorded, regarding the disappearance of

HMAS Sydney, by senior British afficials and individuals, in the Admiralty,

in Admiralty departments, and in the various commands, for example:

® How was intelligence about enemy raiders disseminated, and how
was the estimate that “.. there is now no evidence of a raider being
in the Indian Ocean ..." reached?

8 What opinion of the loss of HMAS Sydney was held by officials, etc.
after the event became known?

® How were the families of Britich officers and men serving in HMAS
Sydney informed, and what were they told?

® (iven that the Director of Naval Construction’s (DNC) file on the loss
of HMAS Sydney was not completed, was there any other investigation,
e.q. of class vulnerability?

The research and analysis took place over nearly a year, commencing
with a survey of the extant literature about the disappearance of HMAS
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Sydney.’ The survey had been started in the northem summer of 2000,
and continued during 2001 & more books were published. Axa crosscheck
of the work being undertaken in the UK archives, the primary sources
listed in the printed bibliographies of these works were examined, along
with a list of files complied by the UK Ministry of Defence in 1998. Most
of these had already been identified, though it was noted that some of
the primary sources histed actually bore no relevance whatever 1o the
fate of HMAS Sydney.

The method of research was to consult the electronic and printed indices
(where they exist) of the targeted archives, and to consult the archivists,
before calling up mdividual and specific documents. A very large number
of documents were inspected and read. Whese appropriate, copies were
taken and have since been forwarded to the Royal Australian Navy's
Naval History Directorate in Canberra.” A reference sel has also been
placed in the Admiralty Library, and the author has, for the time being.
kept a set himsell. A schedule of these documents forms an annex to
this monograph,

The largest source of documents relating to HMAS Sydney is at the
Public Record Office, Kew (PRO), which is the repasitory for the national
archives for England and Wales. At the PRO, William 0'Hara. a professional
vesearcher and expert in the records of the em, researched various subject
headings 1n the electronic and printed indices. and copied the relevant
files or extracts. The 2uthor studied some of the more obscure or doubtful
texts, commissioned more research and ordered copying.

The Churchill College Archives, Cambridge (CCAL) are home to the papers
of Sir Winston Churchill and to some 600 collections of personal papers
and archives documenting the history of his er2 and after. Captain S.W.
Roskill. BN, then a fellow of Churchill College, also collected at CCAC
the papers of many naval officers, especially of the mid 20th century.
The papers also include some of Roskill’s notes for and drafts made
while writing his official history of World War 11, The War at Sea. Since
Roskill had access to official records, and other official assistance. and
clrculated his drafts to senior officers and those who had participated
in the events he was writing about, his notes ete and his subsequent
history are probably one of the better, near-contemporary analyses of
events, His papers also include Roskill's correspondence with Michael
Montgomery when the later was writing his book Who Sank the Sydney.
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The reader will detect in the narrative that 1 have drawn upon Roskill's
The War at Sea, Tn the coume of studying his papers at CCAC, the National
Maritime Museum and the PRO, | acquired enormous respect for the
thoroughness and objectivity of Roskill's own research and writing. He
also impresses with his unfailing courtesy to others and his concemn to
help a younger generation of students and histonians: even in the closing
mnnths of hig 1ife and at great age he continued meticulously to answer
letters, and, for example, was concerned enough and had the energy to
check his answers with colleagues, On the other hand, Roskill was able
to write The Secret Capture, without disclosing, except to those very
few readers-between-the-lines who already knew, that the secret capture
was not the German submarine, U-110, but the Enigma machine and
the rotors which she carred.

Another valuable resource available to the author was the archives of
the Naval Historical Branch (NHB) and the Admiralty Library (AL) in
London. There are no new documents or previously unknown archival
material in the NHB or AL, but there is a card index, a number of
duplicates of documents known to be in the PRO, and books are available
off the shelf.

No relevant records were found at the National Maritime Museum,
Greenwich or at the Royal Naval Museum, Portsmouth. Though in both
cases, given the mortality of WWII veterans and the continuing aceretion
of records, it cannot be excluded that at some future date records might
be deposited, Archivists at both places are aware of my continuing
interest in the subject.

During the investigation a list was compiled of people who had
participated in events at the time of the disappearance of HMAS Sydney,
or who might have knowledge. The list included names drawn from:

® Royal Navy officers serving in the Royal Australian Navy according to
the Navy Lists of December 1941 and February 1942. This was checked
against a list provided by the RAN's Naval History Directorate.

® Who was who: the major personalities listed in appendix 3 to
The Sinking of HMAS Sydney: Guide to Commonwealth Government
Records.

® Names of individuals and ships occurring in Roskill's official history
of the war at sea in WWIL
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This list was then used to consult the National Register of Aschives
(NRA) in order to help locate any personal papers of those who may
have taken part in or have had any knowledge of events conceming
HMAS Sydney. (The NRA comprises indices to the papers ol 150.000
corporate bodies, people and families relating to British history, with 2
further 100.000 connected records, the artual records being held in
national and local record offices, untversity libraries. ete around the UK
and abroad). As a result, two finds were made at the Imperial War
Museum (IWNM}: the diary and some papers of Rear Admiral John Crace,
and the unpublished autobiography of Commodore J. W. Durnford, their
ranks as Royal Navy officers while setving in key appointments in the
RAN during World War 1L

In addition I was able to visil the National Library of Scotland and the
National Archives Scotland in May 2001.

In summary:
® No new material regarding the loss of HMAS Sydney was found.

B No recard of any coroner’s inquiry or autopsy on Christmas Island in
1942 was found.

However. the searches did reveal that the confrontation between HMAS
Sydney and the German auxiliary cruiser Kormoran was not unique.
There were a number of meetings between HM Ships and Italian, German
and, in one case, 3 heavily-armed, British ‘G-ship. when British warships
were placed in danger and/or damaged after approaching the enemy
too closely. These incidents are described in the ensuing chapters.

I have tried, as far as possible, to present the documents, which have
been copied out of the British anchives, a5 a narrative from the
perspective of London. They are arranged in thematic order. and within
their themes in the chronological order in which they were received or
written in London. In changing the documents from their facsimile into
typescript versions, an attempt has been made to preserve the ariginal
style and layout of the documents, This includes retaining the original
spellings, including commonly misspelled proper names like the name
of the cruiser herself, Sydney, and, for example, Fremantle, Detmers
and Kormoran. Where necessary, omissions of whole paragraphs within
the document are indicated by four astensks (*** "), Anything in square
brackets is mine: [ | have been used to clarify certain abbreviations and
also to indicate, using question marks, uncertainty about some words.
S0 too, all the footnotes are mine: in some documents this means that,
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original footnotes have either heen incorporated into the text (if judged
significant emough), or have been omitted, and square brackets in the
original have been changed to round ones. Also, almost every verb of
the narrative which links the docwments should be qualified by some
phrase such as “it appears” or “it seems”. That they are not is only a
matter of style, but the reader should bear this in mind.

Ho attempt has been made to retranslate German documents fram the
ariginal, though in a number of places possible errars in translation ar
transcription have been pointed out. Similarly, no attempt has been to
obtain fresh decrypts of documents. The transcriptions are intended to
he accurate and as far as 1s humanly possible this 15 so: a number of
people have helped with transcriptions but if there are any errois, the
fault is mine and mine only. If there is any doubt, copies of the originals
are, of course, available for inspection in the UK and Australia,

1 wish to record my deep gratitude to friends and colleagues who have
supported me during my research. What became apparent at an early
stage of research was that conspiracy theories about the tragic
disappearance of HMAS Sydney have taken deap root. Nearly everyone
who knew of my interest in the subject was embarrassingly keen to
contribute some half-remembered knowledge about one theory
or another.

However, thanks for practical and factual help must go to Bob 0'Hara
who has not only been a diligent, thorough and timely researcher but,
using his former experience in the Royal Navy and at GCHQ, has been
able to give some invaluable insights into documents regarding the sad
story of the disappearance of HMAS Sydney. Many other historians and
archivists have been also consistently kind and helpful, especially
Mathew Sheldon at the Royal Naval Museum, Alan Giddings formerly of
the National Maritime Museum, Robert Crawford and all his people at
the Imperial War Museum, and Dr Piers Brebdon, then Keeper of the
Churchill College Archives and his people. I want too, to thank Captain
Chris Page and everyone in the Naval History Branch and the Admiralty
Library, especially including Jock Gardner, ‘Mac” MacAloon, Jenny Wraight
and last, but not least, Kate Tildesley.

I wish too to thank Malcolm Llewellyn-Jones who, while declining a
joint venture with me so that he could finish his PhD, generously made
available the results of his own research, David Brown of the Roval
Corps of Naval Constructors who was helpful in locating the wartime
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records of the DNC, and teaching me about the design of the Leander
class cruiser. Penny Small for helping to transcribe documents and
for being so excellent a muse, and Professar Barry Gough of the
Wilfred Laurier University in Canada. who kindly shared his
knowledge of Roskill's working methods. Finally, my thanks go to
David Stevens and his people in Canberra, who had the confidence
to give me the task, and helped to sustain me by supplying footnotes,
news clippings, books, and general encouragement.

In many ways it has been a frustrating project. There were many false
leads. so often likely looking fles possessed ne relevance to HMAS
Sydney's case, and by far the larger proportion of documents which
were examined yielded no results. The research amounted to proving a
negative, and the author was grateful for the good humour and patience
of many people, especially Bob O'Hara, when asked for more work, further
documents, and yet another search.

No evidence of a board enquiry has been found, nor any explanation
why there was not, as there would normally have been, a formal
investigation into the disappearance of HMAS Sydney. Perhaps it s
sufficient reason that November 1941 was a momentous month, with
many grim events and serious losses at sea, leading to the sudden attack
by the Japanese. By 1945, when more evidence did become awailable,
the loss of HMAS Sydney must have seemed, from London, like one,
relatively small, incident of the war, and an incident which had already
been fully explained by the report which the Australian Commonwealth
Naval Board had forwarded to the Admiralty three years earlier.

In my mind, the most telling piece of evidence is Operationen und Taktik
Volume 10, the German naval staff account of the battle between the
two ships, Sydney and Kormoran. This was written in 1943 for internal
reading by the German navy when most Germans might have thought
they were still winning the war, and thus the authors had little reason
to lie, If the German accounts are, more or less, truthful, and if Captain
Jogeph Burnett did, disastrously, range his ship up alongside Kormaran,
thus exposing her and her people to their deaths, then - as the archives
show - he was neither the first nor the last experienced commanding

officer who made a similar mistake,

My own conclusion is that I doubt whether there was ever a conspiracy,
either by the Germans or the Australians, to hide the truth about the
fight between the two ships. The interval between the various reports.
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particularly in the early days as the dreadful news broke, allows no
opportunity for this, and there is no sign, for example in Crace’s diary,
of altered documents,

Members of the ship’s company of HMAS Sydney (RAN).

If, on the other hand, the truth is different to that recorded in the
archives, then there were apparently, only three eyewitnesses to the
whole incident, They were Commander Theodor Detmers, Chief Signalman
Ahlbach and the helmsman of the Kormoran (whose name the British
records do not disclose). Detmers, a Nazi, was ordered to use surprise
and ruthless violence, but if, and, if 50 how, he then persuaded HMAS
Jydney to close the Kermaoran, remains a secret probably known only to
these thiee men.

The author is only sorry that he has not been able to draw any line
under the enduring mystery which surrounds the disappeamance of HMAS
Sydney in November 1941 and the deaths of so many brave men,

Peter G. Hore
Raotherhithe, 2001
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1 German Raider Operations
and Kormoran’s Orders

German naval war plans

German naval war plans in World War I, as far as ocean wartare was
concerned, were for war on merchant shipping. Instructions laid down
that action, even against inferior enemy naval forces, was not an aim in
itself and was not to be sought, since even slight damage could decrease
the effectivensss and the rruising endurance of German merchant raiders,
To help the surface ships, supply ships were sent out before the outhreak
of war, and efforts made “.. to establish the necessary fuel and arms
supplies by means of a secret organisation, which was to be built up by
German agents with the help of benevolent neutrals ...". The ocean
raiders were recommended to make sudden appearances in widely
separated areas, followed by “.. withdrawal into the ocean wastes ... “

These too were the instructions which Commander Theodor Detmers
confessed to when he was under interrogation as a prisoner-of-war after
he had been captured from the wreck of the raider Kormoran, “.. the
policy was |for] a small number of reqular sinkings to cause intermiption
to the flow of trade, while not unduly risking the existence of the
rander ..." (see Chapter 4)

Kormoran was one of the most heavily armed raiders and in addition to
torpedoes, one or two aircraft, and 6 x 150-mm (5.9-inch) quns, she
carried ground and moored mines, plus a small, fast motorhoat (called
an LS Boat) to assist in minelaying operations. Her orders reflected
this, as is shown by an extract from Operationen und Taktik, Volume
10!

The operation order for “Ship 41"
Appendix T11 stipulated that the main field
of operations would be the Indian Ocean and
thoe Australian and African waters wverging
thereon, with the South Atlentic and Pacific
a5 alternative areas. IThe auxiliary crulser
was provided with the following for mine Taying:
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Ground mines (to be laid by L.S. boats)

al In the South Africanm ports, and in
particular Cope Town, Simonstown, Durban, Port
Eltzabeth and East London.

bl In the Australian and New Jealand ports
ang in particular Sidney, Srisbane, Freemantle,
Adalaide, Melbourne, Hobart, Auckland and
¥ellington.

Moored mines:
In the approaches to Rangoon.
In the approaches te Calcutta,

In the approaches to V¥izagapatain (on the
East Coast of Indgial.

In the approaches to Madras,
[n the Straits pf "Sunda™

Aalternative area: Australian coastal waters
south, af 25°S.

Provision was made for the supplying of a
submaring en route at a rendez-yous “Reg"
(7°M, 31"W). A second rendsz.vous with a
submaring wias planned far the return Journey.

Raiders, supply ships and blockade runners

Raiders included regular German navy surface ships, like the pocket-
battleship Graf Spee, U-boats, and, of course. disquised awxliary crusers
like the Kormoran. n addition, the Germans operated supply ships which
serviced the raiders, and blockade runners which imported raw materials
from overseas for the German war effort. In 2 sense all ships wer
blockade-runners. Moreover, as Detmers’ orders reveal, ships, including
auxiliary cruisers were dual-tasked. As well as preying on enemy
shipping, they wete expected to act as supply ships to U boats. Similarty,
the roles of supply ships and blockade-Tunners were interchangeable.
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Orders for commerce raiding by the Kormoran

As a commerce raidesr, the policy was clearly laid down that the =..
harassing of the enemy is more important to the success of the operation
than a high recond of sinkings, Armed clashes with enemy forces or
auxiliary ships are to be avoided ... ~. Ominously, “If, however an
encounter is unaveidable, every attempt to destroy the enemy by means
of camouflage. by unexpected and ruthless use of all weapons should
be made ... ~ In detail Detmess’ orders read:’

AL

P TIONA ADER FOQR -
figdin fficer

The =Advice Tor Commanding OTflcers™ for ships
and vessels of the Ravy, which are overseas,
should be referred to in the event of an
outbreak oi war. They are in every (ase
applicable,

<Bolizical Situation,

Japan 1s allled to Germany and Ttaly by a
pact which provides entire mutual sssistance
pulitically, economically and militarily, as
soon 85 & power, not yet taking part in the
FTurapean War or Chinese conflict, enters the
war as an enemy of one of the partners of the
freaty, Japan has placed certain sub-marine
bases at our dispesal in the Pacific. Above
this, cordial support within the limits of
neutrality can be counted upan ...

C.Ih lEugtion

0.

LR

r For

-
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{.JTasks.

Fxecution of crufser warfare in foreign waters,
Minelaying sccording Lo dppendix b)) Combined
action with U-boats according to appendix ct.
The ¢rux of the gperation 1ies in oblTging
gnemy forces to relieve the homeland, and to
damage aur opponent:

alhy forcing him to convoy and increase the
protection of his shipping even in distant
waters.

h)connected with the ahove by increasing
demands on his forces.

clby frightening off neutral shipping from
salTing In the szervice of the enamy.

d) by further disadvantageous consequences of
an ecaonomically palitical and financial
character.

A long term restriction antd hdardssing of the
anemy is mere important Lo Lhe success of the
operation than a high recaord of sinkinas
accompanied by a raphd deterforatian of the
auxilfary crulser. The means of gaining the
strategical ends is the sinking of enemy
shipping ar neutral shipping working wikh
the anemy.

F.fdyice for Cxecution.

l, The enemy s continually forced to take up
new positions and to incredase hls fnnumerable
forces for protection of merchant shipping by
our unexpected appearance on varying seas.
Thraugh this, reliel on the home front s
pblained, and enemy trade is hindered by the
dotensive measures he is required to take.
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2,

Camouflage snd methods of attack on merchant
vessels should be frequently changed. Fvery
Imaginable means should be employed using
cunning 4nd ingenuity. Whather the auxiliary
crulser can operate unrecognised for & long
time In an area and <an there achieve success
by surprise, which obviates the possibility
of warning baing given to the enemy, depends
on the perfection and the efficient wse of
the campuflage.

.Should the presence of the auxtllary crulser

in an srea becoms nown 10 The gnemy (1 should
be Tefr, On suspicion of activity,. 3 sufficient
period af time must be allowed to elapse In an
areéa far enough rempved 1o ensure Lhal Lhe
dgefensive measuras taken Dy the enemy will
nat be simultansously effactiive In the new
gperatipnal ares.

The waiting period should be 50 messured Lhel
Lhe enemy s defensive meagsures may be completed
and not withdrawn &t the start and swltched
to this differant area on the {resh appearance
uf Lhe puxiliary cruiser: Temporary removal
to out of the way argas even for fairly long
portods can therefore have Tts uses, 1L not
orily remoyes the gusillary crulser from Lhe
range af the enemy's counter measures but
alsn creates § feeling of uncertdalnty In him,

Armed clashes with enamy forces or auxiliary
ships are to be avelded, If, however an
encounter i< wnavoidable, every attempl to
destroy the enemy by means of camouflage, by
unexpected and ruthless uss of all weapons
should be made.

Armed convoys should not bDe operated against,
Passenger chips should be avolded, as enemy
passengur ships gen=rslly sre superior in speed
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and armament. and even in successful cases,
they make a considerable burden for auxiliary
crulsers owing Lo Lhe strength of the crew
and the number of passengers.

. The Commanding Officer should always be
conscious that the facl Lhat the enemy knows
of or occasionally suspects the presence of
his ship constitutes his sLrongeslt weapon
agalnst enemy commerce, He must, thersfore,
by careful handling of personnal and material
increase sea time nf his ship as much as
possible. The time thus placed at his disposal
makes 1t possible to weaken the enemy material by
and marally, without precipitating events and
while avoiding set plans of actiaon.

[Paragraphs 6 to 7 regarding termination of
mission are not reproduced |

d b

W

Genereal Oirections far war adainst Merchant
ahipping.

LA

Arrangements for rendezvous with supply ships

Logistic support received less attention and fewer words than other
parts of Detmers” orders and arrangements were clearly of an ad hoc natire:

K.aupply,
Lo Supply of Fuel and Provisions will only be

carried out on demand of the auxiliary cruiser.
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2. The demand should be made by short signal, ar
when the situatTon allows by W.T, to the Naval
War Staff, In this, attention should be paid
Lo the long time nhocessary for the carryling
out of supply arrangemeants,

3.A11 supply drranuements dre uncertdin awing
Lo the watch kept by the enemy forces and to
premy counter measurs<, The possibilicy of
the eneiy shadowing all supply ships Teaving
neutral harbodrs must be kapt in mind.

The supply ship Kulmerland in Japan

Supply ships were also dual-roled, in 1940 Kulmerland was suspected of
minelaying off Australia and of using Japanese ports as bases. In 1941
she was employed as a supply ship, supporting the Kormoran. If
Kormoran's survivors carried foodstuffs with Japanese markings, these
probably came from Japan via the Kulmerland who resupplied the
Kormaran at the end of October 1941, The British had protested about
this abuse of allegedly neutral ports in early 1941, and the evidence
which the Admiralty's Director of Naval Intelligence (DNI) produced on
8 January 1941 had originally emanated from Australia via the Australian
Commonwealth Naval Board (ACNE). It read as follows:”

The “pyldence™ that EULMERLAND had mined
Austral fian waters was pravided, 1ike most of
the information about the ralders in the
PFacitic, by sSurvivers [anded at kmirau.

The repart was contalined in A.C.N.B. s 20007/
29/12, the relevanl pdssage reading a5 fellows:

“Harmans v MANTYO and TOEYD MARU [EULMERLAND )
— Informed captives that TOKYD MARL 1aid mines
in tass Straits, Spencer Gulf dand aoff Auckland.”

Mines were Iocated fn tne Bass Straits on
November 7Lh and In Spencsr Gulf on December
fth, No mines have beesn located oft Auckland
since June 18th and these are known fe have
bean laid by anclher rdaider (*A" ip Admiralty
19571 /4/71 . Mines were, however, located off
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to make a protest to the Japeneie worthwhile,
espectally as there 1s no evidence at all
that the mines were taken on board In a
Japanese port.

The KULMERLAND has not yet roturned to Japan
and her pre<éent wheraabouts are not known. 11
howeyer she does relurn L0 Japan, there wight
b2 grounds for protest to the Japanese.

The British Ambassador’s protests

Othes evidence of raider and supply ship activity came from Japan and

Singapore. The British Ambassador himself sent a 1eport. presumabty
drafted by his naval attache

From JAPAN,

Bacypher. Sir B.Cealgie,iTokysl,
January 1et 1941,

D, 925, p.m. danuary ler, 1947,
R, 11,15 a.m, January Znd, 1941,

No. B, IMPORTANT.

Information so tar recetved regarding ralder’s
antivities and tne fact that the ortginal
Kulmertand has apparently nevar 12t Kobe
suggests the fallowing:

(1) There are two ralders, one o large ship with
hedvy armament and the gther 4 smaller ship
that may or may nat be armed.

(2)Mames *Manyo® Maru and Eulmerland used by
poth ships according Lo whather they wish E0
be disgulised or appear as Geeman yessels,
Mulua! use of names and reference Kulseriand
wiuld be celculated to c<duse confusion.

(1)Both falders met F, Foiberger In Marshall



Island 12th Oecember and all three ships

laft 13th December, raiders for Emirau and

tssberger for Japan.,

in arrival at Emiran large raider was callied
*Manyo®* Maru and small one Kulmer!and.
Large raider therecatter proceeded to bombard
Hauru,

(A4} If Regersberg 1s being used 1n same mannear

as E.Easherge: he may rendezyous I.-.'i'r: raijter

in Marshal)l lsland about Znd January.

EY*AY [ssberger which left Kobe ?9th December



12 HMAS Sydney It

may be en route to more distant réendezvous
4y she lefr comparatively soan after
Regensberyg.

{6ifile Jacob which 15 understaod to have braught

cargo of aviation spleft Lo Japan may have
oxchanged this for tuzl in Japanese port and
will (There) aftar be uwed av ralders® Tuel
tendgr, [ she used. purts olhér Than EKobe
or Yokohama her moyements cannpt necessarily
he reparted.

i7)Please pass to Admiralty.

Repeated to Cnief of Int2)ligence Statf Far
East Singapare Ho. 3 {for Cosmanger-In-Chief
Nio. 3) Apstralian Commonwes!th Naval Board
NG <.

(Mdvance coples sént te Duly Offlcer, Director
of Haval Intelligencei.

The senior officer in Singapore contributed his intelligence:*

MESSAGE 11462/2th January.

SECRET, AN,
FROM: - C.0.5. Singapors DATE:- 9/1741.

RECD:- D126,
NAVAL CY¥PHER |C1 by W/T,

ADDRESSED: -Admiralty repeated Austealfan
Commonwealtn Naval Board. Mew fealand Naval
Roard, 5.0.11). Hang Rony.

My D301 5th December . Mastar of RUMSANG whith
anchored slongside German whip &l Kobe A4th
Jamuary statez ship namea KULMERLAND present.
Assislenl Nasdl ALLache fagw al Kobe states
hoe form 1s consfderably different from ship
propérly o nased, TFIYD NARU raparted to
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have left Znd Janvary. Assistanl Nawval Allache
fs making full report,

11462/7.
Advance copy sent Ops, 0.0., 0.1:C.

* pre, whereabouts of German ships BURGENLAND,
ACISBERGER and ERMLAND

These reparts were synthesised into a general message, which was, in
turn, eventually incorporated into a signalled forerunmer of the first
raider supplement:*

SECRET MESSAGE auT,
1951/4€h January.

TO A Message Home & Abroad. 671 A.
DATE 4.1,1941,

NAVAL CYPHER (C) Temporary,
FROM Admiralty,
BASEGRAM.

671 A. The following Is a summary of Ralder
Appreciation for 1940, which is being included
in W.l.R.

Z.Five raiders with attendant supply ships still
operating, responsible for all sinkings past
year, one in N. Atlantic, one in South Atlantic,
gne in Indian Ocean, two in Pacific. SCHEER
also possibly still at sea,

3. RAIDER A, Left Germany April 6th, Sank HAXBY
in North Atlantic and proceeded to Pacific
via Horn with tanker WINNETOU. Operated N.Z.
waters in June, Spent July at Marshall Islands
base. August in lasman Sea. September and.
October at base. Joined by Raider 13. leflt
base in company in November for N.2. where
Joined by Supply Ship KULMERLAND from Kaobe
who had mined Australian waters. December
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attacked phosphate ships near Naury landed
surylvors at Emfrau, shelled Nauru,

[Paragraphs 4 to 9 about othet raiders omitted)

10.Ralders very well eguipped. possibiy specially
built. Capable remaining at sca long periods
maintaining high average speed. four Lo six
§_9.Inch gurs with Director Control ang range
at least 18000 yards, pom posms, M.6.5,, T1.1.5.
Mines and alrcraft carrled,

11.6ffictent I/F, compromisstion of Merchanl Navy
Code and agents in neutral and British Emplire
ports proyide accurate inowledyge British
shipping.

12.7requent and effective use of gisguises has
hitherts negatived value of description,

195174,
for D.N.I

And the Ambassador made two protests at the Japanese Foreign Ministry,
on 31 December 1940 and 7 Jannary 19412

DISTRIBUTION B,
Erom JAPAN,
fecade, Sir R, Craigie (Takyo),

3lst December, 1940,
D. 3,47 p.m. 1st Janupry, 1941,

R. B.75 a.m. Znd January., 1941,
Mo, 2553 (R).

rFrrere
My telegram Ro. 2548,

After referring to activities of German rélder
which recently bosbsarded Neray [sic] ls)ang, |
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drew the attention of Vice Minister for foreign
Affairs to-day to movements of German ships
in Japanese porls which gave rise to strong
susplcion that they were engaged in
provisioning raider from Japan. Thus the F.
Fssberger had left Kobe on November 30th,
returning RNecembpr #5th - an absence
sufficiently long to epable her to reach
(*Marshall) Island which we know raider had
recently wisited. Furthermore the Regensburg
had Teft Yokohama on December 20th and A.
Essberger had Teft Kgbe on December 29th and
there was reason to believe that both these
ships had been refuelled from Winnetou, whose
activities had already been brought to His
Excellency's attention (see my telegram No.
2454 paragraph four), Unless [ could be given
specific information 1n regard to movements
of these German vessels, | was bound to assume
that they might be engaged in provisioning
German rafders at sea. If | were convinced on
this paint, | should feel it my duty to propose
Lo my Government the re-establishment of our
naval patrols in neighbourhood of Jdapan in
nrder to deal effectively with these German
rafders and supply ships. Furthermore the fact
Lthal this particular German ralder had come
gs far north s (IMarshall) Island must raise
ance mere the gquestion whether shipping under
allled control could safely be allowed to
proceed Lo Japdnese waters, [t was in Japan's
Interest as much a4s ours to obviate this state
of affairs and | therefore invoked His
txcellency’s a@ssistance in the matter. In
particutar 1T asked to be informed ot procise
deslingtion of Regensburg and the two
Fssbergers and the purpose of their voyages.

Nice-Minister for Foreign Affairs had na
information on the subject but promised Lo
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F-N

make enquiry and et me have a reply 4s soon
as possfble after the hollday season, He said,
as he had done on a previous occasion that
Japaneso Government had no deslire Lo see war
braught closer tu Japdn Lhrough activities of
enemy raiders.

.1 also mentioned inctdentally that this German

ralder appeared to be masquerading as a Japanase
ship. I had no official details on this point
however and | merely mentioned the fact now
because 1 assumed that this was also an activity
to which Japanese Government would take
exception. In answer to His Excellency's
enquiry, 1 said that press report indicated
that raider had hoisted the German flag before
opening fire an Narau Island but that [ had
not yet received anything definite or official
on this point, [ promised to inform His
Lxcellency of any further rellable inforstation,
which 1 might recelve,

Please inTorm Admiralty.

Repeated to Captain on SLaff Singapore telegram
Nop, 231 for Commander-in-Chief telegram HNo.
5249,

In his second protest, the Ambassador added:

DISTRIBUTION B,
from: JAPAN

Decode. Sir R. Craigie, (Tokyo).

0.
R.

January 7th, 1947,
11.20.p.m. Jangary 7th, 1941,
6.40.a.m, Janugry Bth, 194].

No. 29. (R). IMPORIANI.

Your telegram No. 16.
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Although my last interview on the subjecl was
with Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs 1 felt,
in view of importance of subject, you would
wish me now to take up question with Minister
for Foreign ATTairs wha T saw this afternoon,
Vice Minister fur Toreign Affairs, who is
hetter acquainted with the subject, being also
present, 1 sald that subject might usefully
be givided under three main heads namely (a)
use of Japanese ports by German vessels for
purposes of supplying German rafders; (b) use
by German raiders of Japanese flag, names and
markings: (c) arrival in this country of German
naval ratings; and 1 proceeded to speak in
general sense of your Instructions.

. As regards point (a) Vice Minister for Foreign

Affairs stated that results aof enquirfes which
he had made after our interview of Oecember
31st (my telegram No. 2553) were as follows:

. The *Regenshurg”™ had left Yokahama on December

20th for a port outside Orfent (f.e. not 1In
Marshal Islands), “C.Essberger™ had Teft Kobe
on December 2nd for a certain port in Japanese
territory and had returned to Kabe on December
25th, “C. Essberger" was still im port at
Kobe. “Winnetou" had not supplied these two
Garman vessels with ofl in Japanese territorial
waters,

.| observed Their Excellencies wouwld hardly

gxpect me to regard this reply as excluding
the possibility thet Regensburg an Essberger
had in fact been used Lo re-fuel and provision
raiders at sea, since ports of destination
were not specified; Lhere was no evidence
that shipz had actually procesded to ports
for which they had cleared; and FTinally IF
ports in question were sufficienl distance,
there would be time for ralders to bhe
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pravisioned en route. Vice Minister for Foraign
Affalrs was not however In g posilion Lo give
e any FurLher particulars on
the ground that szupply of Information
(1 grioup]).undec[yphered],) safely of Garman
vessels could (sic) prodatly pe resented by
German Government. | pofnted out, In the ahsence
of more definite evidence of innocent nature
of these voyages, we were bound to maintain
Qur assumption that raiders were Deing supplied
from Japanese port - a proceeding which we
couly not allow 1o continue unchecked.

« Turning to point (b)) | gave Thelr Fxcelleacies

all the information fn my possession in regard
to use of Japanese names and markings.

Minlster for Foreigm Affalrs statad
categurically that it was conteary 16 Interests
nf Japan that Germarn raiders should masguerade
a5 Japenese ships or use Japanese flag. He
would be even more opposed to use of Japanpse
vessels as supply ships to ralders and he was
confident that this could not have occurred.
MHatler hail already been taken up by Minfster
of Marine with German Naval Attaché and he
now undertook to address representations to
German Ambassador on basis of information |
had supplied. He hoped that 1 would furnish
him with all avallable particulary of misuse
of Japanese markings fn order to strengthen
his hands fn putting a stop to practice. He
did nol deny as long as 1t continued we would
be justifled in regarding with suspicion all
Japanese ships in the wicinity of ralders, As
regards movements of Ga2rman ships which hag
been sheltering in Japanese ports, difficulty
wds that [ had ool produced any conclusive
evidence that actual provisioning or re-fueling
of ralders had occurred and Governor of Marshal
[slands, who hsd been consulted definitely
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denied either Regensburg or E. Lssberger had
proceeded to these lslands. He did not contest
my thesis that, if these movements of German
ships to and from Japanese ports were Lo
continue, we would be justified, under
International Law, in re-sstablishing dur
patrols in order to intercepl them bul he
earnestly hoped that we would only do this in
last resource since such action must arouse
Japanese opinion d4s in the case of Asalma)
Mar(u). On my drawing distinction between two
cases Minister for Foreign Affairs said that
what would be the cause of trouble in Japan
would be not to sefze German ships on high
s2g4s but the hovering of EBritish warships
round coasts of Japan. | said that [ was sure
my government would not wish to re-establish
these patrols if action of Japanese Government
themselves rendered such daction unnecessary,
but that he would realise that we were engaged
in a life and death struggle and that military
necessity must prevail as against political
expadiency. 1 hoped therefore that His
Excellency would find some means
(Zgr[oup].omit[ted].of) discouraging these
German activities which were certainly not in
the interests of Japan. He promised that further
enguiries would be made on the point.

7.As regards point (£) Vice Minister Tor Foreign
Atfairs again denied all knowledge of arrival
in Japan of German naval parties, which he
said would be guite contrary Lo Lhe wishes of
Japanese Government, 1 told him that my
information in regard arrival of first party
of 20 was both categorical and reliable and
urged that strictest watch should e kept on
these activities.

A, Finally | handed to Minister for Foreign Affairs
da document summarizing existing imformation



20 HMAS Sydoey I

In regard tp activities of Lerman marchant
vessels and use by German ralders of Japanase
markings to sarye as 3 besis for representatiaons
he had prowmized to acdress to the German
Governsent.

Repaated to Captain of Staff Singapore telegram
No. 11 for Commander fn.Chiet telegram Mo, B
ang for Commander-In-Chiaf Far Eail lelegram
No. 1.

Cooperation with U-boats

Royal Navy experience was that raiders and supply ships alike operated
with U-boats, and Kormoran was no exception. In her case she had
orders to rendezvous in the Atlantic on her outward and homeward
Jousmwrys, she was equipped ac 2 U-boat tender, and while acting as such
she was supposed to suspend her own commerce raiding. In practice,
Kormoran supplied U-124 in March and U-105 in April 1941, both in the
Atlantic. Her orders were silent regarding U boat cooperation in othe:
seas. and made no mention of cooperation with Vichy French or Japanese
submarines:*

Iustryctions for Co-operation with U-8cats
With the co-gperalion Deilwesn armed merchant
crylsers dnd |I-Boats the effect of the arrival
df German merchant rafders Tn dlglant watérs
has been greatly Tncreased and promlses grester
resylie through sinkings and diversions, The
guxiltary cruiser makes |t possible for the
U<Bodt to make a surprise appearance and to
operate for a long time In widely scattered
areas,

The U-Bodl carrissy the armament of the armed
mearchant crulser right Iato the enemy trade
junctiang,

During the combined operation Lhe auxillary
crulzer acts as a floatlng submirine hese.
Indlyldual measures fur sercheant warfare should
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be held in abeyance during this time. Fach
vessel is to be avoided.

A. Task.

115hip 41 s equipped for the maintenance of 2
U-Boals Type IX with arms (20G/c, BG/7a) fuel,
stores and spare parls: and Tn certain cases
also for exchanges of personnel, Mo provision
is mada for taking over mines.

Z1Maintenance is planned for one U-Boat while
the auxifary cruiser is stopped in The Atlantic
on the outward Journey as well a% on the
return Jjourney.

3)Mhether and when long range oaperations are
carried out by a U-Boat supplied by Ship A1
depends on the given situation and the order
will be given at the appropriate time by the
Naval War Staff,

B. Lzecution,

11lhe rendesvous should take place In Lhe caimest
waters possible in order to allow a smooth
exchange of woapons and supplies., The only
areg which enters finte the question is the
belt of calm water at present reported south
west and south of Cape Yerde,

21The following meeting points are lald down for
rendervous:”

Meeting polint green ... 5 Degs.30 Mins . North,
21 Degs. West.
Meeting point red ... ! Degs.N 31 Degs.W.

Meeling pulnt black ... 11 Degs.N 32 Degs.W.
Meeting point white ... 10 Degs.N 35 Degs.W.
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further meeting points can be requested by
the armed merchant crulser or U-Roatl according
to circumstances. Meeting poinl green is only
to be used In an esmsrgency.

3)To establish time angd place of the meeting
the U-Boat sends a request to the Naval Kar
Staff and Flag Officer Submarines (Bd.U.) by
& short signal or 3 W/T message. The Naval War
Staff tranmsmits this request to the auxiliary
grulser, reports delay or incidents by a short
signal and states or alternatively confirms
the actual time of meeting.

4)The rendezvous as ordered (s to be taken up at
0800 and 1600 mean lpcal time from the appointed
day onwards.

In the interim perlod favourable courses are
to bz set for sea and merchant shipping
communications,

§)The U-Bgat {5 to report a5 s00n as sS00n o%
circumstances permit, that the vperalion has
taken place, the report being made by short
signal or shouly Lhis not be acknowledged, by
a W/T m=ssage,

C.Commynications Instructions.

1) Exchange of news between the suxtifary crulser
and the U-boat via home stations.

2) For direct communication petween the auxiliary
cruiser and the U-Beat - Teéng wave ground
receplion drea wavelength 946 metres and VH/
F channel 10.

VALY W/T traffic, with the exception of necessary
shart sfgnals 1s forbidden within a radius of
300 sea miles from the meeting point.

4) Changes of recagnition signals between surface
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wiar vessels and U-boats take place dccording
central ELuropean time,

Blockade runners between Japan and Europe
Later in her career Kulmerland acted as a blockade-runner.

A 29-page document in Stephen Roskill’s papers in the Churchill College
Archives contains only negative evidence regarding the loss of HMAS
Sydney. The document, whose cover is missing, and whose origin is
unmarked, contains an account of blockade-runners between Japan and
Europe, It consists of several parts and is amended in manuscript by
several hands. There is no direct reference to Kormoran or Sydney and
the document is not reproduced in full here, It does, however, contain
references to the operations of Kulmerland. There is no mention of
Japanese involvement in blockade running operations prior to April
1942 and no mention of Japanese submarines cooperating with German
supply ships, blockade runners or raiders. There is no mention of any
operations of this kind by Vichy French submarines. On the other hand,
there is spme implicit svidence of poor cooperation between the Germans
and Japanese. The parts of the document are:

B German Surface blockade-runners between Japan and Europe;
B German U-boats operating in Indian Ocean or as blockade runners;
W Italian Submarines as blockade-runners (the Italian Navy before

capitulation and by the Germans using captured Ttalian
submarines afterwards); and

B Japanese Submarines as blockade-runners,

Japanese submarines as blockade runners

The first reference to the use of Japanese submarines as blockade-runners
is of a boat, I-30, which made the voyage from East to West and reads as
Follows: ™

IV, JAPANESE SUBMARINES AS BLOCKADE
RUNNE RS
ALKIRSCHBLUETE [i.e. Kirschbliite or cherry blossom]
=4Jd 30%

Description of boat: (16.4.42)
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Meier bows (Meier Bugiwith extended To'costle
heightened by the eatapult., Hangdr forward of
conning-tower adjoings tuwer. Lookout on tower
(afl) with vertical drop to flat deck aft
{Achterdeck), where there §s a 14 om. gun.
Wangar is 1 m. high., Catapult makes forward
part of boat appear higher than aft, No net
deflector forward, one aft,

Medsurements: 108 m. Tanu, 6.5 m deep (tief),
appr. 11 m, beam ftbreit), 14 m. overall height
from keel (14 m. hoch ab Kiell.

Displacements 2,500 tons.
Crew: appr. 100 men, 10 officers,

Commander: Commander Endo,
Details of boat from Weyer & Geliner 1040

25,242 Japanean N.A. YokeoT suggested that
farge Japaness submarines should transport
goods Tor Germany a5 far as the South Atlantic,
where they shouldg be transterred to German U-
boats.

[hen it was decided that a Japanese submarine
should run right through to W, France after
completing an operational teip in the Indian
Ocean. This first submarine was the J 30,
cover-name Kirschhlite.

11.4,42: Kirschhliite 1aft Japan
5.8.42: Kirschbliite entered Lorient,

CARGD CARRILD
and delfvered 1,500 Ky, Mica (Spaltglimmer)

660 Kg. Shellac

alsn negatives of Instructions
fur barrage at Singapore
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Raider Supplement to Weekly Intelligence Report

The Raider Supplement to the Weekly Intellience Report (WIR) of 30
May 1941 contained a description of armed merchant raiders’ modus
aperamidi, and what little information was given about Raider & was
reasonably accurate;

GERMAN SURFACE RAIDERS

Since the beginning of the war German warships
and auxiliary cruisers have inflicted
considerable damage on British and Allied
shipping, Up to the end of March, 1941, Lhey
had sunk or captured at least 102 ships
Lotalling 589,035 tons in the Atlantic Ocean,
29 ships totalling 194,679 tons in the Indian
ficean, and 14 ships totalling 93,648 tons in
the Pacific, making a grand total of 145 ships
of 877,312 tons.

ARMED MERCHANT RAIDERS
Nunbrer s

Armed Merchant Ralders have been operating
continuously since April 1940, the numbers at
sea varying from four to six. lhough these
numbers might be incredased In the future, it
is possible that supply and other operationgl
difficulties will prevent the Germans from
keeping more Lhan six at sea at any one fime,

Charactertstics

Fhough differing in details, armed merchant
ratders are very similar in many respects. 1t
is possible that sister ships have been
deliberately converted, to increase Lhe
difficulties of TdepLifying them.

Size

The ratders are not blg ships, the largest
befng aboul 10,000 tons, and 1t 1s unlikely
that passenger liners will he used for this
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purpose, Fast modern carge or fruit ships,
with @ Jarge radius of asction ang a
comparatively small silhouette, have proved
more suitable than converted Tiners.

Numbers and Names

All ratders are known by @ number but these
are not allotted consecutively, so that the
facl that there s a Number 46 does not indicate
that there are 46 conmarce raiders, In agddltion
they appear to have names. lhese are used
both 45 a disguise and for purposes of
recognition with other raiders and supply
ships. These names are frequently changed and
are not, therefare, of any great value. This
s all the mare true since two raiders are
both thought to have used the name Narvik.

Supplies

AlT the raiders are very well equipped and
capable of remaining al sea for at least twelve
months, With the possible exception of Lhe
Paclflc, they do rat appear te rely on shora
bases, Lhough they prabably have delfinlte areas
at sea for rendegzvous with supply shipe and
for resting and refits. It is also possible
that they make use of fstands in the Sauthern
Indfan Ocean and of anchurages on the South
Americian copast for more extended self.-refits
and for a run ashore for their crews.

The Tower halds, deep tanks and double bottoms
aniahle them to carry large quantities of fuel,
white most, if not all. of them cperate fn
rompany with Lankers, which are relieved from
Lime to CLime as necessary, An additfonal but
valuable source of supply 15 provided by their
prizes. On the whols, fuel does not present
the same problem as it did in the last war,
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but there have heen several reports which
show that rafders have run dangerously short
uf provisions.

Fuelling 1s carried out at sea by means of g
Tength of flexible hose slopped by canvas
beckets to 3 seven-inch manilla, the raider
usually towing the tanker at slow speed. The
system does not appear always to have worked
satisfactorily and in any case [is] a slow one,
In consequence raiders take every oppartunity
of topping and keeping thefr tanks full.

Msquises

Great use is made of disguises. Al funneis
and topmasts are telescopic, and dummy funnels,
ventilators, sampson posts, etc., are oflen
rigyed. This is carefully done so that the
raider can be made to resemble a Swedlsh,
Japanese or even RBritish ship as required. In
addition, false bulwarks in the well| decks,
false deck houses, boats and deck cargn, assist
in changing the ship's appearance. Repainting
fs done so freguently that reporls of Lhe
colours which a suspicious ship or rafder is
painted are quite valueless 24 hours later.

Special workshops and ratings are carcied to
make and manipulate these and also Lo carry
out the extensiye repairs necessitated by the
long periad

Crew

The crews carried are large, at least 300 and
probably 400. They are mostly young regular
naval ratings, but some are reservists from
the merchant navy who have had peace-time
experience of the waters in which the rdider
fs to operate, This is parlicularly true of
the officers, who are in a pasition to advise
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the captain on types and habits of shipping
Iikely to be pncountered.

OPERATIONAL AREAS AND STRATEGY.

tach raider appears to be allotted Lo an
operational area and there are few instances
uf a raider making an atfack outsfide its own
area, though in some instances rajders gappear
to have aperated fn fairly close company. No
armed merchant raider 1s known to have made
an attack in the Atlantic north of 40° N. and
it i5 probable that this area is reserved for
warships, which have mare chance of escaping
from or of dealing with the more numerays
dritish forces likely to be encountered there,
fin the whole, merchant raiders have avoided
the well-knywn focd! areas and have been content
to exact a small but steady toll of shipping
wsing the less congested routes. Where attacks
have been made In fFocal areas the ralder has
always retired as soon as his position has
been compromised.

The German Admiralty appears to exercise a
general control over the hroad strategy and
movements of the raiders, but, as In the Tast
war, a very large medsure of inltlative i«
left to the individual captafns. They de,
howaver, appear to follow closely Lhe general
policy tald down by Admiral HRaeder, namely,
to pe content with small gains, not Lo risk
thefr ships by attacks un warships, even if
af inferior strength or nn defended shore
objectives, and to rely on the cumulative
effect of the loss of twe or three ships parp
manth and the disorganization caused to trade
by pur counter meastires,

Ratders appear to have varied one week's slow
hunt ing with two weeks' reconditioning, whean
presumably they changed their areds of
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operations and altered their appearance. They
have not, an the whole, tried to make a second
attack in any one area if the first victim was
able to make a distress message, but have
sLeamed awdy 4t 15 or 16 knots for 12 hours or
more. OUn the other hand, 11 no distress message
was made, they have remalned in the same area,
attacking Ltwo or more shipe within Lhe space
of a few days.

Importance is attached to the nuisance value
of minelaying. It 15 not thought that many
mines are ever laid at one Lime, as Lhe chances
of the raider being detected would be too
great. 1t 1s possihle that the ferocity of
the rafders” attdcks on ships are due Lo Lhejr
fear of a wictim scoring one lucky hit on
thetr stock of mines.

TACTICS
The tactics employed have varfed with the
individual captains. When ratders first began
operaling they appesr to have relied mainly
an thelr innocent appeararnce and on merchant
captains' 1gngrance of the ex|stence of
disguised ralders, to approach their victims
on a gradually converging course. Fire would
then pe opened without warping fn an eftfort
to destroy Lthe W/T room before a distress
message could be made, and also Lo prevenl
resistance being offered,

fhis methed 15 still scoring successes, but
in many cases something more subtle has been
reguired. Ons method 15 Lo focate & victim by
glr reconnalssance or masthead lopok-out durling
gaylignt, and then, lowering the Lelescopic
topmasts and funnel, shadow until darkness
enables an undetected approach to be made,
Alternatively the raider may pass her victim
same distance away during daylight and then,



30

HMAS Sydney |

when she is out of sight, turn and overtake
during darkness.

A second method s foar the ralfder's atrcraft,
which has British marking, Lo drop @ messdge
tt the merchant ship, ordering her to steer a
certain course as ralders are In the vicinity.
This course, In actual fact, brings the yictim
strafght to the raider. The aircraft may also
attempt bombing to force the merchant ship to
stop and not to upse hee W/T, but this fis
unlikely to be very effective, Some successes
have been scored by aircraft diving Tow at a
ship with a trailing hook device which brinas
down 1he W/T aerial; but if Admiralry
instructions concerning the rigaing of a jury
aerfal are adhered to, this dahger will be
avercome . AngLher method is fdr a raider Lo
make a false 505, but thera {5 only one known
instance of this.

Whatever the method of appraaching the wictim,
the attack is always sudden and severe. the
primary targels being the brigee, W/T room,
and qun, Np attempt is made to spare the crey
unttl the destructlon of these points has
been achieved, ang In sgme cases fFiring has
continued for twenty minultes or more, balh
with the matn armament and with pam-poms,
long afler il was obviocus that no attempt at
resistance was being made. Jlorpedoes are
apparently only used to “finish off" a disabled
vessel.

INTELLIGENCE

Raiders, particulariy in the Indian and Pacific
flceans, appear to he very well informed ahout
British and AlTied shipping movements, There
dppears to be no doubt that they have agents
in Empire and neutral ports who supply them
with this information.
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Another source of information is provided by
their supply ships, who may be hundreds of
miles away dand reporl Ly W'T Lhe position,
course and speed aof any ships sighted.

PRIZES

Raiders have succeeded in taking a number of
prizes. Some of these have been retalned for
a few weeks and used as prisen ships, hefore
being sent home, Others, tankers with full
cargoes of fuel ofl, have been retained for
langer periods, acting as supply ships, prison
ships, scouls and even auxiliary minelayers,
One prize returning from the South Atlantic
was reported by escaped prisoners to have
followed Lhe Following course:

18 5., 17 W.) 10 M., 37/, W.| 40 N., 38 W.
15 S,, 20 W.]13 N., 38 W. |43 N., 34 H.

12 S, 22 W.l18 N., 39 M. |45 N., 30 W.

10 5., 25 W.[20 N., 38 W. |46'/ N., 25 M.
7 5., 27 W, |26 N., 39 W, |46/ M., 18 M.
4 5., 29 W, 30 N.. 39 W. 46/ N., 13/ M.
0 5., 33 W. |33 N.. 39 W, |46 N., 7'/, M.

3 N.., 36 W, |36 N., 39 W. thence to
7 N., 37 M. 138/ N.. 38 W. the Gironde.

The positions were estimated with improvised
navigational instruments but are believed to
be reasonably correct. The Germans are thought
to have a special route for prizes, which in
the North Atlantic 1% to proceed roughly up
the meridian of 40° W. unLil the latitude of
Bordeaux is reached, when & course is set for
the mouth the Glronde,
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Bordeaux asppears to be the port to which all
prizes are now sent though tn 1340 the Kertosono
was sent to lorient,

HOME BASES

Informarinn has been received aof two ralders
returning home. No. 21 was reported to have
beerd in Brest hetore Christmas, 1940, This
port has heen used by warship raiders and may
well he the merchant rafders® base too: but
S5t. Hazaire and Bordeaux would dppear even
more suitable. lhough new rafders may leave
German or Norwegian ports, It 1s thought that
those already at sesd mey not undertake the
passage north about back to Germany, but would
use the French Atlantic ports. There is
considerable evidence that their supply ships
are already doing so.

No. 10 1s belleved ro have returned Lo Garmany
in April, 1941, but probably proceeded up the
English Channel to do so.

NOTE:- [In Lhe following reconstryctfons of
rafders® crulses d4n asterisk fadfcates an
assumptfon, 45 opposed to 4 koown Fact.

Here, the annexes referring to other raiders have been omitted. However,
the annex which referred to Kormaoran, gave no silhouette nor any
picture, though the brief details of her superstructure, funnel and stern
might have been sufficient to recognise, if she was not too heavily
disquised. Even the asterisked paragraphs were, at the time of writing
correct, and only the raider’s number was wrongly given as 46 instead
of 41, a mistake which nccurs elsewhere:

RAIOER “G"
|. REAL LUENTLIY. Unknown.
P. NAMES. None recorded.

3. NUMBER. 46.
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11. AREA OF QPLBATIONS. Atilantic.
LZ. PRESENT LOCANION. Possibly Sauth Atlantic.
LY. CAPTAIN. Mame umknten.

14, GENERAL NOTFS, Only completed 4t the end
of 1940, Reported tu be the best equipped of
all the rafders. fhare 45 very 1ittle
informatian about her, dnd the reconsiruction
of her cruise is mainly conjectured,

RECONSTRUCTION OF CRUISE
=1, Left Germany early in Januvary, 1941,

2. Sank British Unfon by shelling and torpedo
in 026%3A'N., 03058, during the night nf
18th January. Distress message recefved.

"3, Sank Afrle Star Io eslimated position
DOB"N., O15°W, on 29th January. Distress
messdge recelved.

k4, In company with Raider “E* sank Furylochus
by shelling in DOBF15°M., D25F14'W., on 291h
January, Distress message received,

*5. May now be gperdting in the South At)antic.

Operations in the Indian Ocean

German raiders did operate off Australia and New Zealand during 1940,
laying mines off North Island, off Newcastle, Sydney and Hobart. A
raider had also been reported from the air off Albany. Consequently,
RAN ships were tasked with the essential but unexeiting duties of troop
convoy escort. Then, in the Indian Ocean in November 1940, a raider,
the German Penguin, sank three merchantships, the Maimao, Port
Brisbane and Fort Wellington in quick succession.”” Only two ships, the
RAN cruisers Perth and Canberro, were available {o search for the Penguin,
though the datum was stale (Port Brishane was sunk about 800 miles
west of Fremantle or nearly two days' steaming from the nearest vessel),
the area to be searched huge, and the forces for the task minimal.



CHAPTER ONE 35

Nevertheless, as described {n Admiral Crace’s diary, the search seems to
have been perfunctory.

Later, in 1941, raiders were suspected of using the French islands of
Kerguelen in the Southern Ocean as 2 base. and as a precaution these
were mined. In fact Atlantis (Rasder ©) and Penguin (Raider F) plus a
supply ship had been to the Kerguelen Islands in January and March
1941 respectively. In addition Orion (Raider A). Atlantis {Raider €) and
KXomet (Raider B) had operated in Amstialian waters, or at least the
Australian area of command, at some time during 1941.

There were also unaccounted losses of merchant ships in the Indian
Ocean, but Commander-in-Chief (CinC) East Indies was ambivalent in
his opinion about whether a ralder was operating in his area of command
which covered, approximately, the western two thirds of the Indian
(Jcean adjacent to the Australian area of command

“Nothing of interest”, November 1940

Rear Admiral John Crace was Rear Admiral Commanding Australian
Squadron (RACAS) when, following the sinking of Maimoo, HMA Ships
Canberra and Perth were ordered by the ACNE to conduct a search,
Crace, who was bom in at Gininderra in New South Wales in 1887 and
educated there and at Dartmouth, had joined the Royal Kavy in 1902.
Promoted Rear Admaral in 1939, he served as RACAS until 1942, when
he returned to Britain. As RACAS his relationship with the ACND was at
times strained  he found convoy duties dull. and there are various claims
that, having insufficent to do, he had asked to be elieved.

Hix handwritten diary and some other papers are in the Imperial War
Museum, London. In this extract from his diary, from 19 to 27 November
1940, Crace describes his personal feelings, and hints at tension between
him and the ACNB. Crace was flying his flag in Canberra, when she and
Ferth were ordered by the ACNB to conduct a search:'’

Tuesday 19'" Nov.

Woke with & sore Lhroal. Calm but ralny day,
opened range of convoy to 5° [miles] from dawn.
Nothing of interest,
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Wednesday 28 Nov.

Nothing of fInterest, Signal from N.B. [Haval
Boawd] to me sayliny Canberra and Perth are Lo
escort convoy to Colombn. Canberra to return
to Fremantle without dalay, This logks st 17
Canberra should ool wall st Colombo bhut return
without fuelling., To my mina this s wrong
4nd 1 propose making & signal saying inlend
{anberra shall compléete with fuel at Colombo.
About 1800 got & reider distress signal from
5.5, "Maimoa™ in position 700° W of Fremantle
gnd about 1000° from “Pertn®. N.B. ordered
*Canherra® whp had arrived Fremantle at Q800
Lo go to locality and search, This sepms rather
futfle as 1t will take Canberrd 40 hrs to get
there. What |s exercising my mind 18 what
happens to me personally - | presume | wall at
Fremantle for Canberra to return!

Thursday 21 Mov.

Canberra made her intentions to N.B. ¥12 to
proceed aboul 700' Lo west of Fremantie alang
trade route then MW for 700" then back to
Fremantie - This will take about 4 days at 20
kts and 1t calls for sgm= decision from N.B.
&% lo whether Canberra is to escort U.5.7
[convoy] and whether my flag Is Lo transfer.
Nothing had Lranspired by 1630,

Sighted Rottnest [lland] about 1515 and Lhen
Into searched channel at 1530,

Arrived Fremantle and secured to A whar? about
1800, Oldham* was walting to come on buard
and saw me soon 4fter securing., He was most
interesting about Singapore but very depressed
about the lethargy, lack of cooperation and
ineptitude there - They were very parachial
and were thinking anly Tn terms of Lhe defence
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of Malaya. He tells me that relfef of Hobart
was anly considered when N.B. heard she was
refitting! Also that all Hobarts have gone
pagd dand cannot concentrate,

No letter from C [Carola]” - am very mystified
as ? matls at least have come since T left.

Friday 22™ Nov.

Called by B-5'" at 0500 with the joyful news
that “Port Brisbane™ had been attacked by a
raider some 300' from the previous attack on
Maimoa. Made signal tao Canberra and CWR [Central
War Room] (R [Repeated to]) N.B. telling Canberra
to go to pos” reported then steer W at 22 kts
ti11 noon on 24th when she is to reduce to 15
and finally then to E at 2000/24 and steam 20
kts. Perth 15 ta steer 270 20 kts from
Fremantle i1 2000/24 when she is to turn to
90" and reduce to 15 kts. N.B. obviously thinks
there is a possibility of a warship due to
signal RRRER having been made - [ don't think
s0o.

Rang up C at 074L. She was very well and had
addressed my letters to Canberra. She's heard
from the ggent that she is to be gut of the
flaL on 18" Dec &nd wondered 1f she should
come West. | said no that Sydney would remafin
headquarters,

Perth slipped at 0900, Flat calm lovely day.
Rachel MacKinnon staying with C.

Saturday 23 Nov.

Not & thing has happened all day - see Wake
Walker 15 going te C.5.1 beling relleved as
R.AL(MLULY by K.L Bennett. H.B. Rawlings going
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to 1 B.5. and P. Wippell &s 2* {/c and F.0.C
Light Farces.

Sunday 24 Nov.

Uneventful calm day Turned 1BO™ at 18500 and
headed for Fremantle 2t 13 kts,

Oldham produced an organisation for D.N.O.
[District Naval Officer] W.2. [Western Australia] and [“ve
told him ta draft & letter to D.N,0 embodying
this and telling him to agopt 1t In principle
- N.B. to be Informed and | will sse how its
going when [ thaspect the place.

Monday 25 Nov.

At 1400 signal from Havy Roard sayling there
was no further intelligence re ralder 50
Canberra was Lo return to Fremantle with all
despatch (29 kts) ana Perth was to arrive
before her, At 29 kts Canberre should arrive
at 1/00 on Wednesday. !"ve told Perth to arrive
at 0630 sp we've gume on to Z4 ki,

At 1700 sighted s ship - on closing her she
wat the Norw=gisn “Thalsta™ - which we knes
was AbOUL.

Tuesday 26 Nov.
Ship rather wet &nd encomfurtable.

An accident occurred this morning when
pxércising Boarding Boats Crews, PO Speers
being stabbed in the stomach by PO Stokman
with & cutlass, [t went in several Inches but
the damage s not known.

Wednesday 27 Nov.

Sightad Rottnest at 0355 and made recognition
stgnal at 0430. Secured in Fremantle at 0640, .,
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The War Diary of the Commander-in-Chief East Indies

The War Diary, more properly called War Recordy’, of the CinC East
Indies, classified "‘Most Secret’, was completad and forwarded to the
Admisalty in monthly instalments It consisted of two parts. Part | giving
a day-to-day diary of events and Part Il and appendices containing 2
general survey and an appreciation of events dwiing the month. The
events, which concerned CinC East Indies were those in his station:
events slsewhere, including those on the adjacent Australian station,
which was a separate command, were of a peripheral nature, The war
diary was, typically, completed months after the period to which it
referred, thus the diary for September 1941 was forwanded to London in
March 1942, and the diary for November 1941 was forwarded in May
1942. Though these delays would have robbed the war diary of its
immediacy and usefulness, It does not appear that any significance can
he attached to the timelag, nor does the war diary seem to have been
written up with the benefit of hindsight. Presumably more immediate
reports were sent of operational matters,

In 1941 the CinC East Indies suspected that a raider was operating in
his area, though his analysis was a little hesitant, No evidence has been
found that any specific notice of these suspicions was issued. Thus at
the end of June 1941 the CinC East Indies recorded:*

[PartT] 3. A glance at the relevant Appendices
shows that the stream of msen and materfal to
the Middle East and the Pecsian Gulf contlinusd
gnabated and the need for escorts nccupied
the seagoing time of wmost of the squadron
during the month. In these circumstances,
though 1L was foumd possible to carry oul
perindical air searches of Chagos and Saya de
Malha Bank with Catalinas on passage betwean
Ceylon, Diego Garcia and Seychelles, it was
nevertheless fortumate that there were no
definite signs of Ratder activity on the Station
during June. On the last day of the month a
report was recelved of a possible distress
message on the 26th about half way between
Ceylon and Achin Head., bul Lo déle there has
boen no confirmation that a Ratder 13
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actually operalimg there, though one possible
wictim (5.5, “MAREEBA™) 15 overdue of f Colombo

- oaow

Possible raider activity and other events were analysed later in the
diary foe the same month:*

25.The British ship “CITY 0OF CORINTH™ made a
0000 signal on June 19th, reporting & large
tanker sean moying slowly westward of { COMORO
Island. On June 23rd, 5taff Officer
{Intelligence! Capetown, reported that the
description of the vessel sighted fits that
of the Norwegian tanker “ARAMIS™ on passage
from Durban to Pladjoe, and enguiries have
peen set in hand to ask the Master 1f he was
fn the position of sighting on arrival at
Pladjoe.

26.0verdue ships are as follows:

ine British ship *KING EDWARD™ which left
Sue7 on May 30th for East African ports. This
ship was not signted passing Perim.

The =MARIEBA™ whichn i1s averdue al Colombo
from fegal.

Thete was still doubt next month. even though the Admiralty had warned
that Raider 46 (see above: this was the number mistakenly given for
Kormoran in the extant Raider Supplement) might be en route from the
Indian Ocean to the South Atlantic via Australian waters:"

3. The matter of a possible Raider Detween Ceylon
and Achin Head which was mentioned inmy Diary
for June has not heen satisfactorily clearad
up. There are, however, two ships owverdue
from that area (5.5. “MAREEBA™ and *5.5.
“VELEBIT™) and In defaull of any other tenable
explanation 1t must be asszumed that a Ralder
was operating there. [T such was the case his
*bag™ has been mercifully small, and this
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appears to he confirmed by Intelligence
received from the Admiralty that, as a result
of Tack of success, a Raider (apparently “"No.
46") would leave the Indian Ocean area and
proceed to the South Atlantic via Australia,
New Zealand, Panama and Cape Harn.

It is not evident how the above information was received, whether by
intercepts, or whether the words “as a result of lack of success” indicate
the actual decryption of a signal, but later the CinC's war diary further

analysed these events:

GENERAL.
LUER ACTIVIT

15. (al. Although the evidence is not definite,

it must be assumed that there was a raider
operating in the vicinity of B degrees N, B8
degrees E on 26th June., Twe ships “VELEBIT™
ang "MARLLBA" who were in the area about this
time, are overdus.

The positions of the ships who were in that
vicinity at 1130 G.M.T. an the 26th were as

follows:

HoM. 5. "DURBAN" Jdeg.30min N, 91 deg.2lmin.E.
H.M.S. "GLASGOW" 6 " N, 87 “ 00 * E.
“MAREEBA™ /55 min N. 88 " 00 " L.
SVELEBIT™tvugnstay). 7 * 00 ™ N. B7 " 00 E.
“"WESTPOINT™ 7400 " N. 85 " 30 “ E.
“PIERRE LOTI™ 1= 0D ™ N 89 * 30 * E.

“WESTPOINT™ received incompletely an alleged
0 message and no cancellation of this was
heard by anyone, H.M.S. “DURBAN™ also heard
an unreadable signal at 1130 G.M.T. from an
unknown vessel gn 500 kc/s strength 2,
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On thé other hand the overdue ships were old,
the weather was known to have Deen bad at the
time and Lhey might have foundered. This,
however, sesms unlikely, and, on lack of further
eyidence 1f was assumed that a ralder was
gperating In that aras,

fbiTranimissions heve been neard on Several
OCCdsions and bearings ootained,. Indications
on l7th and 2Ist July have beeén suggested a%
communicat {on betwsean 2 Ralder and Supply ship,
possiply pyver the arrangesant of transfer of
prisoners fram =MAREEHA™ and =VEILLEBIT™.
indications on the 251h =nd 29th July suggest
4 German unft in Ethe Southarn Tndlan Dcean,
probably In the RERGUELEN-AMSTERDAM ared.

However. the diary for September 1941 tecorded that:™

[Past II] &. Thers was no interference wilh
shipping by enamy activity and 1L is not
considered that any Haider was opperating on
Lhe statiogn, The only ayidence of a Ralder's
presence was a possThle “R"™ distress message
Intercepted by Trincomalee Wireless Station,
but Lthls 1s nopt considareng to have been a
genuine message.

And this was amplified by the analysis that:"'
Ralder Repgrt
[Appendix] 22. On 26th Septesber, Trincomales
W/T reportéd whal may have been sets af RRR
made 4t 1649 G M. 7. Transmizsion, which was

véry weak, broke off before completion of
Lthird set.

A few dayz after, however, a ship was reported missing, though this was
recorded in the succeeding monthly instalment of the war dairy and no
connaction between the events seems to have been made:™”
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[PartTT) 8. Dne Greek ship was missing on passaue
from Mombasa to Colambo, but there is no
corroborative evidence of any rdider activity
on the Station.

The missing Greek ship was the Stamatios 6. Embiricos and the faint
distress signal, ‘RRR’, almost certainly came from her, The Kormoran
sank her on 26 September 1941 in the Indian Ocean, north east of
Mombasa, The connection between “Raider G* having disappeared from
the South Atlantic according to the Raider Supplement to WIR 64, the
Admiralty warning, the disappearance of two ships in June in the Indian
Ocean, and then of the Embiricos in September 1941, and a series of
unexplained distress calls, does not seem to have heen made. Accordingly,
it was vonsidered safe to send the heavy cruiser, HMAS Australia, on
her own and apparently under a regime of radio silerice to remote islands
in the southern Indian Ocean:

B. [continued] H.M.A.5. “Australia” was sent Lowards
the end of the month [October 1941] to carry out
the search of Kerguelen and the Crozet [siands
which had had to be cancelled In Augusi. By
Admiralty Instructions, magnetic mines will
be laid in Mikely anchorages for raiders, At
the time of wriling, no repart has bheer recelved
from the ship, which 1s not expected at Durban
before about 15th November.

Though the evidence may have been considerad slim, it would seem
that a better analysis might have drawn the conclusion that an enemy
raider was active in the Indian Ocean, a warning issued, and precautions
taken. Instead the CinC East Indies’s war diary for October 1941 recorded
that:*

6. ... In view of the absence of gnemy activity
on the Station, it was decided that, while
such conditions existed, convoys from Bombay
to the Persian Gulf should proceed unescorted,

The war diary for November recorded Australio’s safe return to Durban:™
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G.H.MOALS, “AUSTRALIA™ returned to UDurban on
11th Navember d4fter completing the search of
kerguelen and Crozet Islands mentioned in my
last dfary. A thorough search by sea and air
revealed no definite evidence of further ise
of these 1slands by enemy raiders or supply
ships, Magnetic mines were laid in the Kerguelen
Islands in the Gazelle Basin, Long Jsland
Sound and Tucker Strafts.

It also recorded in passing the grimmer news of Sydney’s meeting with
Raider &, and. belatedly, made the connection which had bean missed
since June, It seems that in carrying out his orders to be content with
occasional sinkings for maximum disruption of the enemy's escorts,
ete. Detmers had failed: by sinking so few ships, his activity had been
unobserved and had no etfect on the deployment of forces on the East
Indies Station:™

[Part II] &. German survivars from H.M,A.S.
“Sydney's"™ action with Raider “G" off Lhe
Australian coast revealed that this Raider
had been responsible for the Josses of the
“MARCEBA™ and “VELEBLT" tsee my diaries Tor
June and Julyl and the “STAMATIOS EMBIRICOS™
which was the Greek ship reported as overdue
in my Diary for October. Considering that
this Raider must have been in the Indlan Ocean
in June and September, its sinkings were
remarkdily meagre.

This news seemed to prompt a lengthier comment on raiders and U-
boats in an appendix to CinC East Indies’s 'War Records’ for November
1841.%

EMEMY RA

16.0n November 12th the Cammander-in-Chief, Fast
Indies Informed the Admiralty that H.M.A.S.
“AUSTRALTLA™ had visited Kergquelen Tsland
between st and 4th November and the Crozet
Group on the 6th and 7th November. [here was
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no definite evidence of further wse of these
island enemy raiders,

Mines were latid at Gazelle Basin (61 Long
I1sland Sound (4) Island Harbour (2) and the
Eastern entrance Lo Tucker Straits (&), Port
Couvrelex was visited from which an aeridl
search of all probable anchorages was made.

17.0n November 21st the Admiralty announced that
from reliable reports received iL is known
that |l-Boats have been used as escorts for
returning raiders, supply ships or merchant
vessels.,

18.The Admiralty have expressed the view that
[given] recent lack of success in the Freetown
area, U-Boats can be expected to operate in
the Cape area in the near future.

19.An action Letwean H.M, A S, "SYDNEY" and an
enemy raider, nicknamed KOMORANT (almosl
certainly the STIERMARK), took place in
position 24 degrees South 111 degrees Fast on
November 19th, The raider was sunk, and it is
assumed H.M.A.S. “SYDNEY" suffered the same
fate. Survivors from the raider state that
she had sunk the following allied merchant
ships:-

ANTONIOS. CHAFTSMAN VELEBIT.
AFRICA STAR. BRITISH UNIDN S.EMBRIRICDS.
AGNITAS, MARERA, FURYLOCHUS.

Of these victims the MARCBA and VOLEBIT were
sunk an June 26th when the former was an
passage froum Tegal to Colombe and the latter
an passage from Colombe to Moulmein. The
5.EMBIRICOS Teft Mombasa on September 16th
for Colombo and was probably sunk on Seplember



46 HMAS Sydney )

26th, OFf thlis ralder's victims the foreqoing
ships were sunk within the Timits of the East
indles Station.

A Vichy French submarine sails

In an otherwise unexplained entry in Crace's diary for 1941 (see chapter
1), Crace notes that the ACNB's first reaction on leaming about the
disappeazance of Sydney, was to think that a Vichy French submarine
had been involved. This allegation was only mentioned ence and not
repeated in any other source in British archives. One possible reason
for the ACNB initially suspecting a Vichy submarine i¢ an entry in the
CinC East Indies's war diary. If this intelligence had been known to the
ACNB, they may have had Vichy submarines on their plot of the Indian
Dewan. ™

VICHY FRENCH MAVAL UNITS.

20.0n Kovembar 13th the Lhisf Centar, Mauritius,
reported that the “0O°1BRERVILLE™ had returned
ta Dlego Saurez aboul November 11th, On November
16th the Naval Office-in-Charge, Aden reported
that &ir photos revezled that & submaefine
previous!y Iying at Dlfbout) hao left between
1300 GMT, 15th and 0430 GMT 16th November;
and on HNovember 29th, Staff Officer
{intelligence) Capatawn, in a peport graded
A3 stated that the “VENGEUR" was Lhe submarine
recenily 4t Djibouti, and that there are no
submarines at Madagascar at the present time,

The Far East Combined Bureau Intelligence Summary

The D/F (direction finding) organisation centred on the Far East
Combined Bureau (FECB) would not have supported even a tentative
estimate of a raider’s presence by the CinC East Indies. Despite several
unexplained transmissions, the FECB in its summary dated 22 September
1941 stated that:™

S . There has been no raider sctivity in the Indian
Ocean during the peripd of this susmary. A
ralder was operaling in the vicinity of the
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Galapagos l<lands on 17th August but no D/F
indication was received.”

A suspicious ship

Nevertheless, there were othes indicators of 2 raider somewhere. An
entry in the Adminalty's Noval Wor Diary for 7 November 1941 records a
sighting off Norfolk Island of a suspicious ship. If Kormovan's crew are
to be believed. this could not have been her, since she had only sighted
land once, and that was elsewhere:™

FOREIGN STATIONS
Australia,

Suspiclous ship., Ship about 8,000 vo 9,000
tans approx. 15 miles sast Norfalk lsland at
D207/ heading south, (description) Visihility
poor, difflcult to establish accurale data.
(Admintsbrator Norfolk Tstand, 0300L/7 to
Admty . )

How this intelligence was analysed and promulgated in Australia is not
clear from the British archives. In London, even If the report was
enanecus, a good assessment was made, but nat until 23 Novembe:

1841 and too late to help HMAS Sydney: ™
FOREIGN STATIONS
(hina [sic]
Suspicious Your 235971/21. Vessel was not
ship Raider =(=.
6/11 [sic] Description appears Lo fil

Ralder G, No. 41, Believed
to be STEIERMARK of Hapag
Iine 9,400 tons 524 length.
(Details).lLast located in
South Atlantic May 194)],with
Ratder C.

(D.D.1.C. 1938A/23 to Capt. D.5.
Singaparel.
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FECE Intelligence Summary - Far East D/F Oiganication - Periodical

Anzlysis’, 16 October 1941, PRO: CAB 158/25.

This was Komed (Ramder B Schufff 45) who had entered the Pacific by

the north-east patsage and earbier in 1941 had salled south of Austratia
to the Balapagoe then home via the Atlantic. Despite this epic voyage
in wartime_ Komet was ore of the least successtul ditguised miders

Naval War Diary, 7 Novembe: 1941. PRO: ADM 199/2233,
fi. 157 and 182.

fkid.. 23 November 1941, L 605
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2 Receipt of the News
in London

Background events to the loss of HMAS Sydney

November and December 1941 were hectic and black months in the war.
At the beginning of November the aiscraft carrier HMS Ark Royal was
lost m the Mediterranean, and at the end of the month the battleship
HMS Barham, with severe loss of life. In the same month the Royal
Navy sank a German raider and a German supply ship. The Royal
Australian Navy lost HMAS Sydney and the sloop HMAS Parramatta.
Then the Japanese declared war, striking at the American fleet at Pearl
Harbor, and sinking the British capital ships Repulse and Prince of Wales.

HMS Devonshire sinks Raider C

The first news in London in late November 1941 about raiders was of a
sinking in the Atlantic. Goldenfely was thought to have been fuelling a
U-boat when she was attacked by HMS Devonshire and so the cruiser
did not close the position, the Admiralty warning hes to stay clear. The
report on 22 November in the Noval War Diary kept in the Admiralty
may be sigmficamt because it shows. and may have helped to st
perceptions of how raiders operated and how an action might proceed.
Notably, Devonishire broke radio silence to report that she was engaging
an enemy raider, the First Sea Lord himself was evidently monitoring
the action. and he sent a personal instruction that, in view of the likely
presence of a U-boat, Devorshire was not to close the scene. Though
they are reproduced as a continuous record here, in the Naval War Digry
entries appear on different dates and pages, which are shown in the
left-hard column. The actual entries are given in the second and third

columns:*

Date/Page Entry

22 Nov Raider South Atlantic

557 Sunk by DEVONSHIRE engaged and sank

DEVONSHIRE merchant ship ratder thought
to be GOLDENFELS (7B0D
tons] thiz morning in
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22 Nov
573

anip

dpprox. 4" 15°5, 18°43'W. [t
Is beliaved that the vessp)
was engaged fuelling a U-
Boat when first sighted for
this reason DEVONSHIRE teft
the survivors Lo boats and
rafts.

Ahout the time when the
engagesent took place
Ascension intercepted a
report of an uhknowt warship
in approximately the above
position, purporting tao come
from S.S. POLYPHEMUS: this
report was definitely not
irom the genuine POLYPHENUS
which was at New York al
the time,

South Aflantic

Am ergaying merchant ship,
(DEVONSHIRE, 1054772 1o .
in C. 5.4.1

gnemy ship f5 on flre and
magazine has exploded,
Request destroyers may be
sent to plck up Survivers.
(DEVONSHIRE, 11052722 to (.
in €. S.A.]

Your 1105722, No destroyers
are available, Glve
surwlyars raft. DEVONSHIRE
search Lo westward, Return
to pesition of survivors
carly Ltomarrgw Sunddy and
repoft sttuation.
Approximataly how

many Survivors., (C. In L.
E. A, l1106M/22 o
OEVONSHIRE 1.
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My 1201Z. Ralder when
sfghted was head ta wind.
On going ahead she cast
adrift a bost (corrupt
group) of otl drums, 7 large
patches of o1} were close
glongsi1de. Her manoeuvres
kept ner within 5000 yards
aof her Initlal positlion.
She made a mos) effjcient
C.5. zmgke screen byt did
not return my (lire, ﬂulng
to sbove [ did nol close
the poats.(DEVYONSHIRE

12607 722).
Survivars. Your 1106/22. About 150 to

200 surwivors. {OEVOMSHIRE,
130177 22 to €. In T. S.A.)

DEVONSHIRE Your [106/22, In view of para
npt Lo 1 of DEVONSHIRL's 1201/22
clpse she |s not to close position

rvivors. of 1ifeboaty and raftts. Send
a small to rescue survivars
{Tst 5.L. 2321A/22 to C.
in C,%.A.)

Signals about HMAS Sydney

The fisst news in London of anything untoward regarding Sydney was
apparently contained in a signal date-time-group (DTG) 0617Z/24
November from the ACNB to the Admiralty. though no copy of this
signal has been found in the British archives (see Annex A). Several
other signals have also been identified. mostly but not exclusively from
references in the Naval War Ihary. which refer to the disappearance of
HMAS Sydney, and these have been listad in the log of signals about
HMAS Sydney.

Entries in the Naval War Diary about Sydney
The signal from the ACNB (06171/24) appears to have been used to
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compose the frst entry regarding the loss of Sydney in the Adminalty's
Naval War Diary. Again, dates and page numbers are in the left hand
column and the Naval War Diary entries are given in the second and
third columns:

Date/Page Entry H.M.ALCS. SYDNEY lefl
24 Nov SYDMEY obres6'S. 1047407E. at
638 Qyerdue,  0400D7/17 for Fremantle due

20/11. SYONEY not yet
arrived. € 2 M [CinC
Netherlands East Indies

Naval Forces] has been

asked Lp search the area
South of Sunda Strait

by alr (A.C.N,B. 06172/24
to Admty.) See also China,
14327724, )

25 Nov 18 rme in Concur that this is probable
665 IROCAS . explanation, A.C.N.B. 1%
SYDNEY organizing search with

gverdue, gssistance from C.Z.M.
(C. in C. Chipa. 11332725
to Admty.) (See also
Australial, (668

25 Nov (B rman Australia

668-9 suryivors My 13122724, not to
in TROCAS, Admiralty, 0491 tanker
SYDNEY TROCAS reports suryivors
sH11 from KORMORAN sunk by

pyerdue, cruiser. There is no
further news of SYDNEY,
(ACONGB, 00162/ 25 Lo
Admty. etc.) Comment by
0.1.C. Possibly KORMDRAN
(5,100tons built 1938, 15
knats, last heard Hamburg
1939),

AC.N.B, 0016725, The only
explanation we can think of
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15 that Raider torpedoed
SYONLY before being sunk,
Request your views and
details of steps that you
ar'e Laking to try ond locate
her. 1lst Sea Lord 11208725
to &.C.N.B., C. InC. China).

My 06172724,

Fallowing censorship in
force Australia publicity
ang communlcations (heginsk:

No reference to SYONEY or
any statement ar rumour
regarding alieged naval
activities Australian waters
(Ends). Request you will
conform. tA.C.N.B.

H8292/25 to Admty.) Admly.
I. 121'.!#; ;:".'I M

Agreed Admiralty’s
(¥statement| appears only
explanation. Estimate action
pccurred forenoon of 21st,
Fallowing actian has heen
taken (1) ATPF search to chvar
llkely area S, of 020"S.
tarried out 24th, 25th, ({1
4 Auritiary vessels from
Fremantle proceeding to
search.s (114} Afr Search
heing carried out by 6
afrcraft pased on Geraldton
2a6th. (1v) 7 Catalina
gircratt procesding Port
Marcshy to Fremantle ready
to aperate 26th, (y) C,I.M,
sending Netherlands Crufser
TROMP along probable route
Sunda Strait to Fremanpt]e
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and searching area N, of
D20"%. by air. (vi) Merchant
shipping warned to keep a
good Took owt, 5 ships due
to pass through the area.
In addition to enamy
survivors picked up by
IRUCAS, one lifte hoat
cantaining 40 ar 50 men
stghted under satl In area.
2 |ife boats also containing
survivars ashore 40 miles
N, of Carnarvon. Land party
proceeding Lo take them into
custodv. All 1ife boats
painted dark brown colour
and therefore do not belong
to SYDNEY. Hoped to obtain
informat ion from prisonsers,
You will be kept informed
of developments.

(AE NI, 632725 Lo
Admby. €. In €. China),

26 Nov SYDNEY Summary of SYDNEY situation

696 (missing.,) passed to S.0. Farce *G°.
{Capt. 0.5., Singapore,
07332/26, to Admty.)

Resume of operations up to
26/11. Total sighted 4
Tifeboats angd I raft all at
present considered to
contain enenmy survivors, Alr
search continued supportad
by 4 auxtltary naval
vessels, Intend continuing
air search in area bounded
by Geraldton N.W. Cape to
LOB*L., 3 Maval auxziliary
vessels will be In the aren.
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triginator not stated,
16462/26. to L. tn €. China,
Agmiy. |

My 0B2927/35 [sc). Leakage

of Tnformarion in Australia
end widespread rumours
consequent on nol Trp £ neat
of aln say lmspel Aystry) lan
Gov. 1o make early statesent
at short notlce. Beneficial
far pubilc 1 annochcement
of 1oss could be accompanied
by statemsent of sinking of
ra‘der Statement will be
mgde an 49llgwing 1ines.
{B2qing) Inforsatfon has
begn recelved from the Nayal
Huard that SYDNEY hae heen
in acLion with an encry <hip
which she sank by gunflre.
The Infurmat lon was obtalned
from survivers Irom the
encmy ship who were picked
up some time after the
gclion, No subsequent
comunication has hoan
recelvad from SYONEY and It
musl be prevumed she has been
last. (Ends] Request your
very 2arly view and ar any
campel ling raason for
deferring publication any
longer, tA.C.N.B., 15192727
Te Admiy. )

Ry 17002:/27, Consider
RORMORAR wes ratder “G"

[ Znumber 41) namely
STEIERMARK {wide C.A,T.D.
422 number pd51. Second (



CHAPTER TWO 59

ICngineer) states that ship
was STEIERMARK. (A.C.N.B.,
08122/28 to Admty atcl,

30 Nov SYUNEY When vou have been able to
8121 Raider eollect from prisoners all
gclion, dvailable information

regarding action between
SYDNEY andd raider, grateful
if you would let me know
what happenad so Lhat we can
deduce any lessans for the
future. (1st S.L. 11154/30
to A.C.N.B.) Deepest
sympathy in heavy loss of
personnel which has accurred
to the R.AN. in loss of
SYDNEY and PARAMATTA, (lst
Sk, 111GA/30D to ALC.ON.B.)

Sea and air R/C has failed
Lo lpcate any survivars of
SYOMEY, but a R.AUN.
lifebuoy and @ Carley floals
were picked upon 29711,
1RO"N.W. of Carharvan, W.A,
Ascertained Trom survivors
of ralder, now kndwn Lo have
bean STELERMARE, 9400 tons,
that the actian took place
at 4 p.m. and lasted until
.30 pom., 19/11 some
176'S.W. nT Carnarvon. Bath
ships were set on Fire during
the action. The raider blew
up about midnight. SYDNEY
was Heavily on fire when Tasl
seen, Furbther sfarch has
bean abandoned. (0.0.R. 30/
113
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1 Dec
27

2 Dec
61

PARAMATTA,
[sic]

2YDMEY
PARAMATTA,

ROA.TI. Med,s's 19148729,
Reguesl edvice when newls)
can be published in
Austratla. In view of advice
going Lo next of kin and
probabt 1ty of rumours
spreading fallowing SYDNEY
gnaouncéemsnt consldered
early publication desirable.
(A.C.N.E. 03337/1 to Adnty).

Mezzage of sympathy atl loss.
SYDNELY was a most gallant
ship with & racord thal will
Tive In Navsl history, and
we can 1ing some consatation
In the fact that she ended
her career Dy freging our
ocean lifelines of a4 serious
menace PARAMATTA's work,
too, has bLean of great
seryide Lo tur common Cduse.
[let Lord 2306A/2 to AN, N.B
fsic]) Ackhowledged 1018B7/7.

HMS Dorsetshire forces supply ship Python to scuttle

Meanwhile on 1| December, HMS Dorsetshire teported that she had chased
an enemy supply shup or raider who, after warning shots from Dorsetshire,
had scuttled hersell. The ensmy was identified as the supply shap Python
and was “without doubt ... refuelling at least one or two U-boats when
first sighted” In view of the submarine danger. about 500 survivoss
were left in 15 boats and a raft:2
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Date/Page Entry
1 Dec Ratder sunkOne enemy supply ship or
17 by ralder sunk In 027°83°S.

DURSEISHIRE 003*55°MW... Strongly
suspect U-boat present. Do
not intend to close...

Churchill’'s condolences

On 28 November British Pnme Minister Winston Churchill wrote to the
Prime Minister of Australia. John Curtin, in another context:;'

1, Accept my deepest sympathy in Lhe feared loss
of the SYDNEY so close to Australian shores.
We also have had a grievous Dlow this week in
the loss of the BARMAM, which blew up 45 @
resuit of & U-boat torpedo. involving the
death of about seven hundred men. This 1is
being kept strictly secrel at present as the
enemy do not seem to know and the event would
only encourage Japan,

To which Prime Minister Curtin replied:*

I qreatiy appreclate your expression of
sympathy in the lass the SYDNEY - 1t 1z a
heavy Dlow to us, The sinking of H.M.5, BARHAM
15 another shock and we fewrl for you deeply in
this loss of 11fe and materfal. It 1s all a
terriple (7 group omftred) but must he horns,
| am glad tp read your comment that Generga)
Auchinieck §s nopetut, MNaturally, we follow
this campaian very carefully and with hops
for a happy conclusipn,

Finally, may & say thal we a0 not need any
concrete demonstration, such as you instance
[the sending of Prince of Wales to eastern waters]., Lo make
us% awars ar your comradeship and goodwi !
towards us, W kfiow Lhal your greal work 1s
not only for Great Britain but for all of us
and we @re doling ang wili coatinue to ao



Vice Admiral 5ir Guy Royle. RN, First Naval Member of the Australian
Commonwealth Naval Board (RAN).
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averyvtning 1n our power Lo giyve you practical
auvslstance,

On 7 December 1941 the Imperial Japanese Navy struck at Pearl Harhor

Report of the Australian Commonwealth Naval Board

Dated 12 February 1942 in Melboume. the report of the ACNB was
forwarded (o the Admiralty by the Secretary of the Department of the

Navy:®

[ am directed by the Australian Naval Board
to Forward herewith (in duplicate) report on
the Toss (presumed) of H.MLUALS, “SYDNEY” as &
rasult of her encounlar wilth the German Ralder
“KORMORAN" oft the Coast of Western Australila
an 19th November, 1941,

2. The report has been compiled from a mass of
materlal econtaining the reasplis of
fnterrogal fun of Prlsaners of War ex
“KORMORAN™,

The covering letter was date-stamped as received in London over two
months later, on 22 April 1942. This report and its treatment in London,
and post war examination of events, are dealt with in Chapter &,

MNotes

1 Naval War Diary. The Goldenfels’ real Identity was Atlantis, Ruider € o1
Schiff 16, FRO: ADM 1992233 and ADM 19972234,

7 {bid.
3 Prime Mimister's Personal Teleguam, T887, 28 Movember 1941, PRO:
PREM 4/50/1.

4 Prime Mimister's Personal Telegram, T897, 29 Novembes 1941, fhid.
5 Lotter, Secretary Department of the Navy to Secretary of the
Admiralty, 12 February 1942, PRO: ADM 199/736.
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3 Search for the Sydney

The First Sea Lord's request for information

Details of the fate of HMAS Sydney and of how she had met her end
were goite unknown in Lendon. Nor was any attempt made from London
to organise a search or subsequently to set up any enquiry: certainly,
there appears to be no other reference in the British archives to any
enguiry, Rather, on 30 November 1941, the Fist Sea Lord in London
asked the ACNB tor more intormation:/

When you have been able ta collect from
prisoners 411 avaiiable information regarding
action between SYONEY and rafder, grateful 1f
Vo would Tet me know what happened so that we
can deduce any lesspns for the future.

The air search

Apart from the second hand details in the Naval War Diary precised
from various signals from the ACNB, which have already been tefermed
to in the previous chapter. few details of the search conducted by and
on behalf of the Australian authorities appear to exist in British archives.
By chance however, a routine monthly round up of eperations containg
some information about the air search:’

CYPHER TELEGRAM SHORT DISTRIBUTION

From the Gavermment of the
COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA
0 DOMINIONS OFFICE

. 3rd December, 1941, 9.32.p.m.

R. 4th * *= a.47.a.m.,

No. [fih. Fart l. MOST SECRET
Kepeated by atr matl to New Fealand.

A, Navy,
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Hlg MajJecty's Australlan Ships.

(1) QOperations,

amEw

H,MLALS, SYDNEY lgft Premantle to rendézvous
H.M A5, ADELAIDE gnd the traniport JEALANDIA
iy the Bight and escurl the lalter ysvgsal to
fremantle whers thes arrived Gth Novester,
They left 1ith Rovesdar 14 reéndeZyous with
H,M.5. DURBAK in the v!cinity of Sunds Stralts
whence WM A5, SYOREY was to retarn to
Fremantie.

Oni report that HoMOE.S. SYORMDY wad overdue et
Fremantle, atrcraty from Pearce searched an
area to the porth wedt of Aottnest Island on
the 241h Nuvesmber Lo Toveate Uhe ship, Result
&f the search way negatiye, On the basis of
sutisequent 1ntel ligeaze, Intensive air searches
were carrisd out hetween the 1atityde af Gerald
Matadl and Purt tedland tu o mux|mem distance
ot 350 miles tv seaward during the period
26th November to 29th November, H.M A5, SYUNEY
was not Tacaterd,

WM A, S, SYDNEY was due to arriye ot Fremgntle
on whe 20/215t November, Afser Lhe ship became
gverdue the Departments of the Navy slanalled
ta the SYDNEY to break wirgless silence and
report her posftion. As nothing was heard
from SYONEY, intentive air searches were
instituted an the Z4th HNovember ang have
cont inyed op to and ingluding tha 29th November.
Ocesn ar2es batween 20 gegrees 5, latituge
and 12 degraes latltude and extending to an
everage dlstance of 350 miles from the coast
Iine have been thoroughly scerched by Hudsons,
Ansans, Wirramays ana Catalinas. Normal
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Crace’s diary of events in November and December 1941
Au Tar as the enguiry into the fate of HMAS Sydney was concermed, Rea
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Admiral Crace. was involved, apparently against his will, in pan of the
interrogation of the German prisoners-of war. He himself was not
informed about Sydney being overdue, or of any worry about her, until
Monday 24 Novembes. several days after the action with the Kermoran.
Somewhat strangely (see Chapter 1), he records 2 rumour that a Vichy
French submarine escorting a Vichy ship may have sunk her: this rumour
is not sepeated anywhere else in Crace’s diary or the British aschives.
However, the disappearance of Sydney was not a leading subject in Crace's
diary. though he did become concerned about managing the news about
het loss, and about rumours which spread rapidly and widely in the dity
of Sydney:*

#Honday 24 Nov.

At 0705 the [BdHi?2)° called for =& and we
pitheg up the Jim Dison's and their children
IDavig & and Jemima 2! in Couble Bay and went
gft to Bonai. The =ea was lovely and |
tharoughly enjoyed my turf, Went in to Whites-
took the Griffl in in Laic] tne Barge. Lisut
de vaisseau Prinel 1, Captain of the Chevrewid
calied. Heard Trom H.H. [hal they 4re very
warr leag about "Sydney™. She should noee arelyed
Fremantle on 2177 LFriday]l end |s overdus

shie has been cal leg by wireloss without result.
N.H, think there T a posslhllfty Lhat a Vichy
SAm o escorting a Viehy <hilp has torpedoed her,

farncomb’ called at 1400 and told me he had
rescinged the Tpm leave reesteicilon afl his
pwit bat. He did it in an offhand way during an
adirest ta the ship’s company and ] think
perhags 1ty for the best. | rang up Royle,
a5 previously 1°d hagd a message from him
suggesting that 1 might 1ike to reduce the
sentence of [Stan?] from 42 Qays detention.
This 15 the man in Perth who made a speech to
the Rotsry Club, Essendon, giving away
composition gf the flesy and informatioms of
value ro the enemy. Waller 4and | consldered
vourtmartlalling him and than Naller wizhed



Captain H.B. Farncomb, RAN (RAN).
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ta glve him 60 days. 1 watered 1t down Loy 42,
We had rather g wordy conflict on Lhe Lelephone,
angd | am not prepared To retute the sentence.
later | went on board Perth to say goodbye and
Willer strongly agrees with me,

Tuesday 25th Nov.

Heard that the tanker Jrocas nad plcked up a
raft with 25 Germans abouwt 150° west of
Carngrvon, The N.B. theary 15 that there was
an action between “Sydney™ and A M.C. [Ammed
Merchant Cruisey] Cormorgn, and both ships were
sunik, Foley®* came in and Ist N.M has postponed
his departure from Melbourne till tomorrow.
Taylor came in 2t noon and ke lped me cover the
“Arabian MNights™ in 411 leather - most
Interasting. Went out and bought an Australlan
[moroeea?] skin - much ¢oarsér and thicker than
Engligh-cost 11/1. At 1730, went to D.B. [Double
Bay]l to plck up C and toguther we then went to
the Doyle's C.1. [Cocktail] party on G.|. [Garden
Island) We were accompanied by the Ridleys.’
Very sieepy after dinner - due to my early
marning bathe [ presume,

Wednesday 26 Nov,

Bathed at Bondi with the Griffi and Jim Dixons
for the third time - Very nice. [t i3 possible
that 1st N.M, [Naval Member] w111 return to
Melbourne Lonight instedd of coming on here,
| had asked him to dine at the Club, but heard
M-G'" has asked him first and he had accepted.
At 1 write thic, Ridley tells me he's returned
to Melbourne 50 all 5 well. Little more news
of Sydriey. An afrcraft reported having sighted
4 cutter (brown) with men in i1t, and 2 similar
boats have been seen on the beaches but they
are probably Cormoran’®s boats. Tromp [aNetherlands
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cruiser] 15 coming down Sydney’s track Dutch
Af¢ are segrching the areg N of 20°5, and our
1

owl the area 5 of this, ? Catalinas hdve gone
BVEP.

Continued with the haok hindings.

Helen come |n aboul 1830, and the and Carula
waent off to play bridge with Lady Fairfax. |
went and dinsd with [La?] and [Foley?] Stephanie
being a fourth. About 1030 the office rang
and told me Oldham wented to come oul, so |
went home and we curtalled Perth's programme
in Melbourne and she 15 to return here and go
Lt N.Z. Lo Lrall the Mariposa.

C came 'n soon after 12,00 and asked me §f fL
was truE that Australfa was sunk. [ asked hey
why, and she said Lhat Lady Fairfax had met
them with & whiteface and asked if they'd
heard the news. € sald no, and then Lady F.
didn*t wish Lo say, but on being pressed sald
there was 4 strong rumpur that "Australia®
had boen sunk., This | suppoase 1s the confidence
we put In the press, M-G was told by signal to
sep all Lditurs gng ask thew Lo keap the
matter secret for the present. A beastly hol
sticky night - people apposite were talking
foudly at D1DO and neither of us slept well.

Thursday 27 Nov.

Bathed with Griffi and Dixons at Hondi - 4
dull heavy morning with no waves, | reported
the matter of lady Fairfax and her rumour to
M-Gofficially - | heard that Purton was asked
by 3 train conductor 10 Tt was true that
Sydney had been sunk and gather that the
conductor knaw that 1t was all set up in type
feady for publfication., Many officers wives
were asked if their husbands were still in
“Sydney™ and 11 they had photographs of them!
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C and | went to Tunch un board Le Triomphant.
fhe M Gs were there ang the rest of the party
wat the 1ot Lfeut GIlly, the Canadlan [ 1alson
officer, Schreiber 4nd Lhe Capteain of the
Chevreud ) fourtinnfe, Duite & pleasent Junch.
Captain Auboynesu proposad the Togst of “The
King™, and 1 replieg with =Frange™, which
near 1s thg correct tosst. Cdr. (itt)le,
(Security) came to see =5 an the instruction
of the Coemodare, and | wwggested Lhat he
should interyview Lady Tairfex and find oul
the source of the rusour. Home sbout 1800,
After dinner, ITtrle rang up ang sdfTd he had
Big Interview wilh Lady Fairtes, apd that she
wat agltated by being intorviewed and would
nat . aidelt having sald whar 4he dlg. Little
rahg up, as he thought 4ne sight attack € or
felen. Accordingly C rang up Helen whno'd already
had 4 ring fram Lady F., In which the sald
gha*d heard Lhe rumous in Lhe tram.

L compysed and wrgle an sscellant letter to
Lady T., saying she was <o worrled by the
rumoyr that she had acked me Far eonflirmatlon,
[ hagt taken a serfout vlew and reported the
matter 5o Lhal the source night be traced. ©
very sarry bto calse distress to one who'd
been 5o kind to her but falt 1t flght and duty
thing 1o do.

Signal trom N.8 saying AQuftesfa hod plcked
up 24, Ani) was due tompreow - | was Lo arrangae
to interview them.

Friday 28 Nov.

Bathed with Griffi at Bondl. Het Peter Lubbock
and Alr Commodore Goddard, who said he met me
when Tony Blagrove was turning ower to me.

Hear thet Commodare |y nuffed that he hasn't
teen. told to runm the interrogation. Oldham
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mak ing the arrangements and suggested Farncomb
should do 1t. Spoke to Getting'' on Secraphane,
and he tells me he suggested thatl | should do
the Interrogal ion becduse [ was senior, Sydaey
was my ship, dldn’t want Arwmy butting In,
Alsp Suggested | should have ¢ Dutch man to
help, possibly Lemmmrs of K.P.M. Line. Rang
nim up and he cames and saw me. | hope he's
trustwortny. Signal (opposite) gives the
sltuation as 1L now exists.

[the signal is reproduced at the end of this transcript)

iwhen 1 got 1n this morning, & Mr. Cvens.
retired barrister who is & mesber of Australilan
Club, tola me a story of two women who spoke
openly about 3 rusoured $inking of “Austrelia®
« alsp of how Frank McCabe hpd announced the
sinking of *Syanzy™ in his Club and had got
this from the [Cowan?) Housekeeper “an Irish
Catholictli)™ - He had denfed this hotly and
wished to propese at 4 meeting that the
Housekeeper should be sacked) | dissuasded him, )

About 130D, a s<fgnal came (rom DNO Soulh
Austratta from 1st N.M, saying he considersd
It geslirable that | should go to Framantle
and take charge of the Interragation -
Dechaineaux'’ went today. Looking up planes, |
fing 1 can’t go LI} Sunday.

Didham telis me he tninks the reason Ts Triction
with Farquhar-Smith'' and Getting and that
F-Smith is not dolng very well,

[ rang up ODurnford* to tell him 1 was of 7 on
Sunday, and he hegged me [o slay #s he 1ells
me the Tar [estern sitoation Is most critical
and war 1s sapected any moment, Even so, |
can't <ée that | can be of much help with only
twn ships here. Little came in ang told me the
result of his Interview wilh Lady Fairfax.
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She wanted To know how he'd heard about the
bus iness, and s4idg an K, 0,¢ [Neval Dfficer's] wifle
had asked wer 11 the "Australig™ was 411 right
and she had asked Carnla, snd gob rather mixed
Up in her stalementd and <omewhat heated. Sk
wlsned te ring up the Commondors Lo say she held
not sTarted or repeated & remour, LEttie baomed
her off dotng so. We had been diked ta C.T7.4
with tne Spenders, tut didn't 9o, We diseg
with the Hawkins where the party consisted of
Miss Afleen Bell of Coochin Crockin, Mr. Siy
Palmer and Mrs_. Macleon (Mra. Palmer had
laryngitis] a Me, god Nry, Jetircys (American)
pey ¢ Frenchman, &n gacel Tent ainnge,

A 1015, DMdbam rdng up S0 ady Farncomb had
finished nis interrogatton So | took my leaye
angd after dropping C 2! home wenl on to
Farncomb'sy f1at énd saw By advance reporl TO
N.B. Home about F3dG.

Saturday 29 Nov.

Rathed wlth the Gritf{ ang atv DB30 rang up
ufflye ang was tald that as a result af a
slgnal from N, B, to 1st N_M. suggesting there
was Llttle point In my going to the West, 4
reply had been recelyed saylng “as present
evidence Vg so unsatisfactory | cons!der FOCAS
should proceed Fremant|e Lo reinvestigate™.
This 18 a confounded riulsance, and | cannot
understand what 14 meant 45 from all accounts
the interrogation has heen very good.,

Played golf with #Filcher (n p.m, € had &
childrens party in the flat for Rosemary’s
birthday., T cama in at the end aof It, and
after 2 bath and change had & dozén oysters
iafnd sose beer. Ridley picked me up at 1755,
and w2 caughl the 1815 Dus from Martin Place
for Mascot, A fair flight, but 1L was rather
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passengers got out, and Mrs Singer (wite of
Lhe Gunnery LT of Sydney) embarked, 1 flound
out later that she had bssn in Perlh, whers
her home was, but had heard “Sydney™ was going
Lo Sydney to rellt s¢ wds on her way there
when she received the telegram that her husband
wis missing, so she was returning hame. From
Adelaitde Lo Ceduna the last part was very
bumpy and unpleasant, and nearly the whole
way from Ceduna to Kalgoariie it was extremely
unpleasant and 1 felt far from well. At least
3 or 4 were sick, and &t Xalgporlie after |
got out, | was sick, From Kalgoorlie on 1t was
dll rliaght, and | went Inte the cockpit and had
a long yarn with the pilot, The ragson TL is
bumpy 15 the heat rising from the Nullarbor
Desert, which s greater than that from wooded
country. The bumps could be avoided by Tlying
high, but this Is not gene going West 4% the
prevafling wind up high is westerly. Hence
gaing West they fly at about 5000 and going
Fast at from B to 10000, and the bLrip East 1s
faster in conseguence,

We got in ahout 1910 and D.H.0's Secretary.,
Mackiewrath," met me and took us to the [Weld?)
Club, After a cold supper, Dechalnegux and
Salm* came along and latar Hamage' and we
discussed the whole matter,

Dechatineaux showed me a note from Royle, whith
I think explains the reason af my being sent
one, He was dissatisfied with the evidence of
a man cal led Linke, the W/'T uperator who talked
about Sydney being with a Canvoy. ATl nbeious
T1es and 1t was nol tell necessdary Lo giye
consldarat lon to his evidence by Dechaineaux.

Bed fairly 2arly,
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Monday, 1'% December.

Woke early and got « call thrpugh to € at
O/1h. At 0400, Pechaineaux and Salm met me
and also Or, Frankel, the German Jew lawyer
interpreter. This little man had very narrowly
escaped being put in a Concentration Camp. We
drove ta Swanborne %" Brigade H.O.s, where
the 19 officers captured from the Kormorgnt
are, | started interviewing with the Jew on
my right questioning and Salm (with violent
Halitosis) on my left writing down in English
sp that | could see. We did the meteoraloagist,
Film man and a watchkeeper (Bargn wvon ... a
viplent Nazi} end oneg of the Merchantmen used
as Captain tor prizes. Also the Captain Detmars
[sic] and 1" Lieutenant. We could get Tittle of
real value gut of them no ane dofinitely
knew the fate of Sydney but we gol a prelly
good description of the action, We could get
little about Kormorant's movements priot to
the action, although a Chinaman captured fram
the Euryfochus was definite that the ship had
fuelled and refilted in the Carolfines
procesding there and back South of Tasmanfia.

I don't feel [ can be of any real use here,
and think that the Interrogatidns can go on
with an N.(. [Naval Officer] and 2 interpreters,
ona of whom has o Tegal mind.

If | can get this agoing, 1'm going home on
Wednesday morning, Farquhar Smith is quite
hopeless and doesn't know what 15 qoing on at
all, Kept up late hy Dechalneauy coming with
stgnals, Dr Seeds alsy there very effusive
and interfering.

Ridley drafted letters 0f condolence which |
propose wriling to all relatfves, &50 all
tald!
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Tuesday 2™ Dec.

Turngd out at 0510 znd wrote 31 Tetters of
condolance hefore breaufast.

M Swanborne all the foranoon Interrogating
German prisoners th1) 1500, We dig the Captain
who was much ®are Torthooming and stated he
wids Quite satisfied with nis and his officers
treatment hars. Also Greter (7.0.), @ sutly
toad, Lien Hoop, the Surg Cdr a nice pleasant
lopkIng man, Skerles, unpleasant but talked
and Erinkman (2% G). | hed Remage and Aycroft™
and thelr faterpreters in to 102 how the
Interrggation was conducted, and lelt Hamage
to continue after 1500, | then wenl Ly the
fDepot and Dechainesux made out Instructions
fur Interrogatfon by the 2 officers. Rack
about 1800 - General Mackay arrived by plane
- Nrota letters til) 2200.

Wednesday 3'" December.

fechaineaux and Salm lett by plane for
Melppurne. | turned out at 0530 and wrote
letters, nat very many. Arter bredkfast, 1
sattled down properly and completed all the
Wast Australlan (90 odd), 1 timad myselt and
was doing 17'° per hour, My flngers were so
sore and my brain buzzing sc much that | Lhen
went out anyd enquired about getting facsimiie
letters done. These would take 3 days and
¢ost E3, so ] chucked Tt and at Ridley's
suggestion am going tp see what printed
typewritten (not [illegible]) letters look like -
[ small not get them done ntherwise.

At 1330, Ridley and [ Ly c¢er Lo Harvey where
the German prisoners of war are in an [nternment
Camp. which figs Deen tn pperation for ona
year, Mostly Italians were Lhere before, and
It 15 a well run place miles from anywhere in
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VTovely country. We passcd through beaot)tul
country, and the Government are making an
irrigdlion scheme by running an sgueduct (open
ditch? for miles, which Ts coused to overTlow
ofn oo various properties it orolalion, The
farms pay & Lax per acre (in the region ot
BS-X,

| watched Hycroft (Holtman and Van Dal) doing
thelr interrogation - The scheme (s good but
| think nothing of Rycroft. He tells me they
can't Tind accommadatlion claser than Bunbury,
whlch 1< 30" away! Came beck [illegible] at 1700,
haying been there 1 hours. It takes 2 hours
and 15 #5 miles. Met Fred Heron in the Clugy
for & second,

fed very early (2100%0,
Thursday, 4" December.

0fd 4 Mew Tetters belare bredkfasl dnd complele
all those not to wives or parents by 1100. Gat
lelegram trom Hath saying *Mrs Crace adeises
Hicholas has won four years Scholarship at
Geelong Grammar ... Balh", Senl a telegram of
congratulations to him. Lunched with the
Presfdent of the Club, Temperley, also Gray
{Banker) and Stuart, Ridley and | completeg
the wives and started the parents on the printed
letters, After dinner | went to the movies -
“The Trial at Mary Nugan™ very good.

Friday 5" December,

Out at 0530 and with Ridley completed all the
printed letters leaving about 12 to do by
hand. These | finished after breakfast. At
1045, Ridley and | went off by car to Harvey
again, and after a puncture en route drrived
at the hotel gbout 1300, There we Junched and
had an excellent meal. 1 Tooked round the pub
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atrerwards, and was most surprised to fingd 1t
most comfortahlc and up to date. Ramage, Rycroft
and thele staffs should stay there Instead of
gt Bunbury, 30 miles awev. AfLersards wenl Lo
the Internment Camp, and found all going well
thers, They'd found gLt that the 2% Supply
ship (last) was the Kulmerland shout 4 month
hefore the actlon, 7 aen had been Insnlent
ind were put in cells but ofde’Ll approve of
ihis and apologisen and 2lwo told of tLhe
Kuimeriand - They eapect to fintsh 2t the cna
of naxt week.

Got back to Perth gt J700 ang efler packing,
bathing é&nd changing »2at 164 L.1, party the
Hoads were glving lenew Srf?] and Blanch when
at Quntropn), from tnere Ridley picked me up
and we went to a fEte affeic 3t the Freshwater
Clul, We were supposed to be guests, bul were
pretly well flszeced. Mer Mrs Bagol (Ceyiond.
who 1% Evacueeing nere with ner children (Z).
Sha started when she left Pory Sala (Cyphering)
stoylng with Bagut's brother in Agelalde, but
tired uf Lthat and come Lo Pearth, We went roond
the vartous gambling games togoether  Ridley
and T 1eft at 2130,

Saturday 6 December

Out at UH00 and went 1o the geradrome by car
at 0600. Lefr by afr at 0645, Had a very good
tlight al) the way and very few bumps. He flew
at about 8000 most af the way and arrivea at
Csgandon 3t 2100 15 miny ghead of time - went
to Menries ang later the Gettings Lurned up.
At w2 were drinking Getting was calliEd to the
phote end he snd | went tg Nayy Qffics - Thers
w2 heard that a Jap convoy wel | escorted wers
Stedring into the Guif of Stam. Back about
2300.
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Sunday 7" December

To N.O. [Mavy Office] at 1000 and had 4 long Lalk
with Durnfurd over many subjects including
the possibility of Spurgeon relieving Oldham
and 01dham going to sed - | pressed that he
should go to “Yarra 1/c”™, and nat as 17 (L af
Habart .

Bridie and Sean lunched with me, also Sir
George Julius,

Caught the 1500 plane from Essendon and arrived
at Mascot at 1745, Home aboul 1800, € loouking
very Lired and hes had a hard time visiting
the next of kin af the men lost In *Sydney™.

Monday 8' December

Called by telephone at 0700 to say Japs were
landing in the North of Halay peninsula. Later
heard that war had been declared with Japan
and Tater still thal Japan had attecked Pear]
Harpour and bombed and bombarded 1t - also
Manlla and Ffinally Singapore. The news is
very scrappy, but the pdpers report Lhe
*Oklahomg” sunk ond 4 U.S. ships of sorts on
Fire aor damaged in Pear| Harbour. and 2 af our
Cruisers sunk in Singapare. Nothing really
duthentic yet,

A& husy day trying to gel up Lo déte and also
seeing how we ©an get readipr tham we were
befare. Home about 1830 to Find the Paina’s
there, € looking very worn and tired. Nel)
and Sylvia (who has been very 111) arrived 1n
Sydney, The M.G.5 wanted us Lo go afitl sldy dt
Tresco. £ declined.

Tuesday 9 December.

Got a cold and nasty sore throat - Mrs Crowley
came off in the Barge with mo. News still vary
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bad and Lhers sooms o doubt the U S A, have
taken & nasty knock, Wish they'd bomb Takio,
Home about 1830, The Popes came in, He (Capt.
C.J.P.) hed arrived in Marlppss on 6 Dec, -
only fest in time! Hather & poor kipd ©f fizh
1 thought, Dut T Beliewe & Hive wire. Nell
came to dinner and Loid us about Sylvia who is
LTIl wery dicky. Av 2330, Oidham rang up T0
t3y gunfire mad been meara off Jervis Hay
about 1930, This could nol De atilriputed Lo
any normal happening g theratore was suspect.
[ come in to the affice, and we tnld Perth and
Triosphant (who were out flring) to proceed
E.S.E. at 30 kts. This would putl them outside
the positfon of & rafder at 0B00. Alse made
Canberra ¢ome to Immediale nolice, and Lold
Deloraine (In Jervis Bay) %o carfy out Asdic
patrol aof 7 Kemblia.

Bey about D200.
Wednesday 18" Dec.

Called 4t 0600 Lo sey ali Search had been
carried out from 0430, With negative results,
s0 brooght Lanberra to half an hour notice
anid at 1030 when afrcraft returned reverted
her to usual notice, At 0BO0 approx. recal]ed
Perth and Triomphant at 20 kts.

Called on the Archblshop and complained of
the bad arganisatien of the Memorial Service
to “Sydney”™ and “Parramatts™ on 4" when many
widows were unable to get seats. The Esdailes”
wigh Nrs Walker' and Mr= Moore' had to stand
behing the cholr, He wat very apologetic and
I hope will Bite the person responsible. Home
sbout 1B30 having besn rung up by & man Bentan
from M| ldurs whoie <un an D.5, [Owdinary Seaman)
gol heagdaches and was soasick.
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Héard on the 1900 wireless 4 repart from
London of & Toklo communigue saying Prince of
Wales and Repulse had bzen sunk by alrcrafi
attack, [ didn't belleve 1t. lhe M.G.s dined
atitd Grace, whose son David Tuke who 15 a
snotty in M af N, was convinced the news was
true and this was confirmed at 2100. It 15 2
ghastly calamity and it 75 agoing to make
things very tricky in the Pacitic when coupled
with the lTosses incurred by Lhe Amerigcans. |
declded ta fly to Melbourne to sep what the
N.B. have decided as regards the pollicy of
the Squadron. If ships are to be used as
escorts 1 shall remain aszhore 7 Squadron
concenbrates 1 shall hoist my flag in Canberra.

The signal in Crace’s diary

The signal which Crace placed in his diary appears to be a copy of
signal DTG 1700Z/27 November, which formed the first comprehensive
report of the ACNB to the Admimlty:

fo: Admiralty, CinC China, Cinf F.l.,
F.OC.ALS., NLZ.N.BL N.TL CinC

From:- A.C.N.B.

“formorant”™ steering North in approximate
position 024 111 H.M.A.S “SYDNEY" steering
South at about 1600H 19th Movember. Ralder
dlitared course Lo West bringing croiser on to
Starboard quarter. Cruiser altered course Lo
West, closed rapidly challenging with daylight
lamp. Raider made no reply but opened fire
when cruiser was within comparatively short
range. Fstimated range varying from about
pne Ly five or six miles.

One survivor stated that he codld see men an
deck of cruiser., First shot Tram rafder hit
bridoe of cruiser and started fire. Crulser
alterad course to Port, Survivor stated that



B4 HMAS Sydnoy i

1t appeared that he intended to ram, Passed
close round stern of Raider gnd proceeded on
parallel courses graduslly drawing ahead on
Part side of Raider. Crutser was now heavily
on fire In Bridge and midship sections, Raider
&1so badly demaged and on tire in engine room
grea. Hit In angine room put electrical control
out of action. ADsolutely, all electrical
equipment, incloding fire fighting, out of
sction. Action commenced about 1730 and lasted
for about one hpur,

Hafder abangoned ship aboul L900H, her reason
Lthat the fire could not be pul out and 1t was
certain that fire would regch demunilion
ttowage, Survivors stated that captain and
pfflcers werg on toard when they abandoned
ship &t ahout 1900. At tnils time Crulser was
seen nevertheless huavily on fire and shortly
afterwards disappeared. Ng violent eaplosion
was seen or heard. They bpelleve 1t was
torpedacd. Suggest that rarpedoes were fired
by the raider ons of which thoughl to have
hit. Haider blew up about midnight.

Six 15¢c.m. guns four Ze,m, ALA.Quns. Machine
guns ot used. Twh above water and one
sutmarged Torpedoez, One aeroplane of Hoda
Lype stated to have been damagea ang nat
flown Hluring thres months and poss|bly mori
were carried, 150 to 200 mines were carried
but stated none had been plac=d,

Complement about 400, Morale good, nigh apinion
ship and ceplain. Activity:- Left Dodhausen
near fanzig Dec/40 proceeded north to Atlantig
and ingfan Oceans via Cepe of Good Hase.
Ships sunk stated to be =Antoniox™, *Afric
Star™, "Agnita™, *Crafisman™, “pritisn Unios™,
*Migrepa”™, "“Vel=pir™  “Segmstices”,
"tmbiricoz", "Eurylochys™,
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In particular stated that they had not sighted
land since leaving Norwegian coast. Two supply
ships met with. Prisoners transferred to these,
a5 [original is hlank here]

Generally considered with few exceptions
survivars spoke the truth. Name of Captain
pettmer (Commander Destroyer prior to taking
up command of raideri. Captain is prisoner at
Carmarvon and will be guestioned with other
prisoners,

Censorship of the news

Crace’s concern over the leakage of news about the Sydney-and other
events of the war was shared by the ACNB and, in December 1941, the
Acting First Naval Member, Commodore J.W. Durnford, RN, wrate a
strongly worded letter to the Prime Minister, listing occasions on which
news had been prematurely released and his concerns for the security
of information in Canberra:™

GHG. VH,
the Navy.
[endorsed in red ink 19 December 1941]

My dear Prime Mipnister,

The Naval Board are most concerned at the
leakage af information which has, aver a long
period, occurred at Canberra. This leakage of
secret information is still eccurring. The
latest manifestation was in the cases af
H.M.A.S, P"SYDNCY™ ard .M. A5, "PARRAMATTA™,
and the more recent dispatch of atrcraft from
Australia to the Netherlands Lasl Indies,

This leakage i5 no new matter. In each case it
is through the same cnannel, the Parliamentary
press representatives gt Canberra,. Someone
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gives Lhem a&n 1tem ot secret infoarmation.
lhey telephone it o thelr newspapets “nol
for publfcation,™ Wilhin 4n hour or so the
stury swieps through the country Jlke &
bushfire, with the wind of rumour rising tu
Fan the Names,

50 far a3 Mevy 15 concerned, a number of
leakages have occurred thls year, The most
important I ftemise here, Tor your information,

On ?2nd February last, & seqcret Naval signa)
was received from the Commander-in-Chiet East
indies, to say that a packet battleship had
been sighted in the Western Indian Ocean.
This information wds kepl wilhin Naval Staff
and Winisterial circles. [t was, however,
publlc property to the Press within a ddy or
so, and the QDefarce Roundemen were asking
questions about {1t at Navy OFfice.

On 2nd March last, & secret MHaval signal was
recelved from the Commander-ip-Chiefl, East
Indies, saying that H.M.5 “LEANDER™ had sunk
the ltalian ralder “RAME [* in the Western
Indian ODcean, This signal concluded: “Intend
to continue to suppress news of this action,™
Vet twp days later, on dth March, the Sydney
“Oally Telegraph™ telegraphed te the "Auckland
Herald” New 7ealand:

SRUMOURED HERC LLCANDIR SUNK ITALIAN SHIF IN
INDIAN OCEANW. CAN YOU YFRIFY, SEND STORY,T

The information was not made public until
MWarch 9th. and then onily &5 the result of
dincussion between New Zealand and Austral tan
and lnited Xingdom Governments, and the
formation of a joint cammunigud., The editaer
of the Sydney *Dally Telegraph™ sald he got
his advance informdliun from an “anonymous
telephone calter.”
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(n 4th March a secret Naval signal was received
from the Commander-Tn-Chief, East Indles to
vay that H.M.A.S, “CANBLCRRA™ and H.M.5,
“LFANDFR™ hag destroyed two ensmy ships in
Lhe Western [ndlan Ocean, This slgnal
concluded: "lntend to suppress news for the
present.™ Yet an the evening of Monday, 10th
March, “The Argus™, Melhaurne, rang Navy Dffice
to say that their Canberra representative had
telephoned the story through, and to ask for
confirmation. The Melbourne “Herald™ rang Navy
Qifice next morning on the same business. The
story Wwas not officially released until Sunday,
11Eh May.

On Tuesddy, 25th November, 4t 1430 hours,
when the tact of the disappearance H.M.AS,
"SYDONEY™ was stil] apparently known only to 4
very limited circie, the Chiefl Publicity Censor
received instructions from the Minister of
[nformatlon to issue & Censorship instruction
prohibiting any mention of H.M.A.S. ®SYDNEY".
In ordar to prevenl publicalion of anything
in the aftafnoon press. the Chief Publicity
Censor himself telephaned the Melbourne
“Herald™ to pass the Censorship Instruction.
He was thean told thal the “Herald" Canberra
representative had already telephoned his
of fice to say that an Australian warship had
bean sunk. Tt must, then, be H.M.A.S. “SYDNEY".

Op Friday, 2B8th Novembar, a secret Neval signal
was recefved fram Commander-in-Chief,
Mediterranean, tu say that H,M,A.S,
“PARRAMATTA" had been sunk, esxtenl of
casualties not known. On Saturday marning two
Meibourne newspdapers, “The Herald" and “The
Age"™, approached Navy Otfice for confirmation
and comments, This Teakage occurred at
Canberra. At this stage the information was a
close secrat among higher offlcers at Navy
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Office, and neither nexl-of-kTn nor Censarship
had been Informed,

On friday evening, 5th December, most secret
orders were fasued making disposition of
R.AAF, Aircrafl Lo the northward of
Australia. Yet this intformation was published
in the Press [(*The Araus™, Melbourne) on
Saturday morning,

The unfortunate chain of events following the
“SYDNEY™ leakage f5 fresh in memory. [t may,
howaver, be remarked that owing fo that
leakage: -

(a) next of kin notices had to be 1ssued
prematurely on Weanasday, 26th November,
owing to the wlld spread of rumour, at a
stage when nothing was known of the fate of
HoM.A&.5. “SYONEY™.

(b} Rumour got quité out of hand, and the most
extrovagant stories clroculated throughout
Australia, and continue to circulate,

[ct As & resylt the Government was foreced to
issue an afficlal statement at a time when
It was mast declrable to keep from Lhe eremy
the news Lhal our Naval strength had been
reduced so drastically, and again at a time
when it was not possible to glve a final
plecture of the happening. Hut for the leskage
11 would have been possible to have delayed
the Tssue of notices to next of kin until
such time as -

(11 a complete story, devoid of false hope,
could have been fszued.

(111 strateglcal requiraments had heen
satisfied,

Fi1E) the official announcement could have
been made Tmmedfately next of kin notices
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had been circulated, thus forestalling
rumour. Much pain and anxiety would Lhen
have been spared the next of Kin, and public
marale would riot have suffered from @
surfeit of douwbts and fears, as it
undoubtedly did suffer,

There 15 nho doubt that 4l1)1 Lhese leakages
otcurred at Canberra, and the channel through
which information left Canberra was the
Parliamentary Press Representatives. It is
not For me to suggest how such information
could tave reached them.

The presant situatlon In the Pacific generally,
and of Australia particularly, emphaslses the
grave dangers fnherent in such leakages,
Whereas in the pdst, such leakages could have
causad serious disarrangemenl of strategical
plans, and publlc wpset in Australia, they
could now strike ¢ vital biaw at aur Immediate
seECurity.

It 15 for this reason that | wreite this letter,
to urge the necessity of maintaining tLhe
greatest secrecy and Himiting the circulation
of sacret Naval information to within the
narrowest |imits: and to remsrk bthat the
Parliamentary Press Reprosentatives are al
Canberra for pne purpose only, Lo secure
information -publishable or otherwise-for their
papers, and that their 1deas of the bounds pf
confidence are conditioned by this,

hcting First Naval Member.

German knowledge of events

As for keeping secret, at least from the Germans. intelligence of the
loss of HMAS Sydney, Crace would have been alarmed to know that the
Germans claimed to have known this almost as soon as he did. According
to the German naval staff account of the voyage of the Kormoran,
Operationen und Taktik Volume 10, published in December 1943:*
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Maval War Staff received the first report of
4 naval battle In Australiagn walers on 24.11.
On this day the W/T station at Sydney
transmlitled the request af an unknown Cpmmand
post ashore to an unknfwn <legmar, "Report
dezails of battle and ship®s nésc &5 gatherad
from survivors,™ The real story was only learned
a4 few days later from an Admirally report of
26.11, which was deciphered on 30.11. This
read as follows:-

“Cruiser “Sydney™ & days overdue In Freemantle.
She was returning from escort duties, [t 1=
telieved that she sank the enemy ralder, but
the reports on the fate of the “Sydney™ are
uncertatn. A British tanker took off some
German naval personnel from @ rubbar dinghy;
others were seen 1n |1feboats of which two
were reported to have landed in West Australia.
[t seems that the “Sydney” wes burning when
it was Tast seen by Lhe Germans,®

At at this Lime, JOth November, there was
only one auxiliary crufser "Ship 41", still
at sea, and she was operaling in the waters in
quasticn, the guxtliary crulser mentlioned as
having been sunk by the Sydney could only
refer to thiz ship.

The letters of condolence

Between 1 and 5 December, while he was in Perth, Crace wiote letters of
condolence to the next of kin of every man lost in the Sydney. As many
letters as he could were written by hand, but there were so many that
in order to finish the task some were printed. Crace kept a copy in his
diary:”
From
Rear Admiral Commanding

H.M. Australtan Squadron,

c/o G.P.0. Sydney
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May !, on behalf of the cfftcers and men of
the Australian Squadroa, offer you my vwery
sincere sympathy in your recenl bérédvement.

1 knpw Full well that 15 thic dark haur, words
cannot lessen your sorrow, but | earnestly
hope that you may find zome cosfort In the
knowledge that your husband* gave hiy lifa
for his <owntry, fighting in the cause of
right.

Yours faithfylly,

(Specimen letter sent to all relatives except
those of officers and West Australians who
had holagraph lotters of my Own)

N Son In case of parents

Vice Admiral Durnford’s biography

Several other British officers were serving in the high command of the
RAN. Ore, John Dumiford, was bomn in Hampshire but had good Australian
connections, his mother coming from Melbourne, and he himself had
served in the EAN in the imterwas years. Durnford returned to Australia
ay the Sevond Naval Member, ACNB, 194142 He retired in 1948 and his
unpublished autobiography, and photographs, are in the Imperial War
Museum. Unfortunately, in his autobiography he referred to the loss of
the Sydney in enly a few Lnes™

In the following month Lthe crulser Sydney was
sunk w=iLh all hands by Lthe German rafder
Kgrmgran In the indlan Ocean when returning
to Fremantle after escorting & convay to the
Sunda Stralt. This was a heavy blow Lo Lhe
B.AN,, and alsp Lo the Australian public
after her brillignt record in Lhe Mediterransan
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Notes

F

[ T

1}
12
11
14
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16
i

18

i

21
22

24
25
26

Naval War Digry, message 15t Sea Lord to ACNB, 1115A/30
November. NHB.

Telegram, Commonwealth of Austyaiia to Dominions Qffice. 5 December
1541, PRO: ADM 199/ 732, ff. 498-500.

Diary of Admiral St John Crace TWM: TWM £9/18/1.

The authot is grateful to Devid Stevens for help with identifying some
of the proper names In Craces diary, but "Griffi” escapes us both.
Captzin HB. Farmcomb, RAN, Cace's flag Captain.

Vice Admiral Sit Guy Royle. RN, First Naval Member, ACNH.

Captain HM.L Waller, RAN, Commanding Offices. HMAS Perth.
Paymaster Captain 1.B. Foley, RAN, Secretary to First Naval Member.
Paymastes Lieutenant Commander K.T. Ridley, RAN, Crace’s Secrelary.
Commodore G.C. Multhead-Gould, RN, Commodore-in-Charge, Sydney.
Captain FE Getting, RAN, Deputy Chief of Naval Statf.

Commander E.EV. Dechaineaux, RAN, Staff Dfficer at Navy Office.
Captain C. Farquhar-Smith, RAN, DNO Western Australia.

Commodore JW. Durnford. BN, Second Naval Member, ACNB (and
sometimes Acting 1st NM),

Paymaxter Lisutenant E.H. Mcllwraith, AANVE. Secretary to DND.
Captain G.B Salm, Royal Netherlands Navy. laison officer

Acting Commander V.A.T. Eamage. RAN, Deputy DNO and
Intelligence Offices.

Lirntenant Commuander J. L. Rycreft. RANVE. second-in-command Naval
Intalligence in WA,

Acting Captain J.CD. Esdadle, RAN, Mantenance Captamn.
Presumably wndow of Lieutenant Commander J.H. Walles, RAN,
Commmunding Dfficer HMAS Porrgmatta,

Wife of Captain &. D, Moore, Commanding Officer HMAS Austrabe.

In the original dorument. the list of names has been altered
n manuscript.

Letter, Acting First Kaval Member to Prinie Minister, December 1941,
TWM: TWHM 63/18/2,

'OFERATIONS AND TACTICS', PRO: ADM 1718800, [, &2,

Diary of Admiral Sir John Crace, TWM: TWM 69/18/1.

A Sheliback Remembaors: The Naval Autobiography of John W. Durnford,
Vice Admiral, pp. 211-12. TWM.



4 The Australian Investigation

Initial report from prisoner interrogation,
27 November 1941

The initial report of what had happened, when gleaned from the first
German prisoners to be landed, concentrated on the activities of and
the damage to the Kormoran. A copy of this signal has also survived in
the Crace papers (see Chapter 3).'

MOST SECRET MESSAGE  17002/27th MNovember IN
Date 27.11.41

From ALC.N.B. Time 2219

Angla-French by W/T and T/P

Addressed Admiralty €. in C. China €., 1in
C.Eastlndies

[MPORTANT

133

(a)l KORMORAN steering north in approx. position
024 deg 111 deg H.M.A.S. SYDNEY steering
south al about 1600 H 19th November. Raider
gltered course to westward bringing crufser
on to starboard quarter. Cruiser altered
course to westward, closed rapidly
chalienging with dayvlight lamp. Raider made
no reply but opened fire when cruiser was
within comparatively short range,

Estimated range varies from about 1 (onel
to 5 or 6 mites, ref my 19092 25th November
to Admiraley & C. in (. China oniy.

1 survivor stated he could see men on deck
aof cruiser. First shot from raider hit bridoe
of the cruiser and started fire. Cruiser
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modi fiad course o pori. Surylyors stated
that it appeared that he intended Lo ram,
Ratsed close round stern Of raider 4nd
proceaded on parzilel courses gradually
drawing anead on port s'de of ralder. Crulser
wat now heavidy on fire 10 bridee & migship
iection, Ralder dlso badly damaged and on
firg in enging room 2res, Wit in-engineroom,
put eslecteical control owt of sctiaon.
Apsclutely all elaztrical equipment,
Iheluding (Mre fignting syl of getlon, Actiom
commenced 3t about 1730 énd lasted for about
1 lane) hour.

halder abandoned <hfp st shout 19004 her
regson that flre could nol be pul oul and
it wat certain thar fire would raach
amnunition siowage. Survivors stated (apt,
and officers werd on board when Lhey
abandoned ship at atbout 1900. AL thiz time
crulser was seen sti1] neavily on fire and
shortly alterwards disappearsd. No violent
eaplusion was seen or negrd. They believe
ft was torpedved, 3 torpedoes were tired by
the ralder 1 (#nel of 1 whieh thought Lo
haye hit. Raider blew up dbout midelgnr,

Armament & 15 centimelre gung 4 2 centimelre
ALA. guns machine gunrs HGt uded 7 above
waler tevel mark and ! fone) submerged
torpedo tube. ! (gne) acroplane ot Roda
type stated to have besrn damaged and not
flown for 3 months 4and possibly mure werse
carrted. 150 to 200 mings were carried but
wrated nona had been tald. Complement about
400 morale good, high pplinion of ship and
ciaptala,

ACTIVITY left Dodhausen naar Dansilg Decesber
1940 proceeded nocthabout te Atlantic ang
Ingtan Ocean via Cape of Goud Hope.

Ships sunk statad a3 ATONIDS, AFRICA STAR,
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AGNETA, CHAFTSMAN, BRITISH UNTON, MAREERA,
VELEBTT, STOMATICDS EMBIRICOS, NIKOKL1S,
inot fdentified)

In particular stated that they had aqt
sighted land since leaving Norwagign coast,
2 supply ships met with. Prisoners
transferred to these, as repfored] to RADILITE
[sic] which ship was dispatched with a prize
Crew.

Generally considered with ftew exceptions
that survivor spoke the truth,

Name of Captdain Dettmer (Commander of
destroyer prior to taking up command of
rafder) Captain is prisoner at Carnarvon
and will be questioned with ather prisoners.

12008727
Advance Copy Duty Capt. D.O.O. (FY D.D.

Note: Three groups appear In the address,
which have a local significance, which
doesh't appear In W.R, copies of decode,

Interim report of interrogation of prisoners,
18 December 1941

Ten days later the initial report of the action was amplified by an interim
report which said more about the actions of and damage to the Sydney:’

SECRET MESSAGL 0700Z/7 December. N

From: Australian Commonwealth Naval Board.
Dater B/12/741
Recd. 1324

Angla-French (J ar R(1) By Lahle.

Addressed: Admiralty; C in C. Eastern Fleet:
CinCChinay C.2.M.: New Zealand Naval Board.
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?219. Following 75 interim report of
interrogation of survivors from ralder number
41, Interrogation continues

Yisibility goad wind south 5 sea moderate.

LI} The approach. Flest sighting range 15
miles, Ralder s sp=sd |5 knots altered caurse
from DOO* Lo 260, H. M A5, SYDNEY was Dearing
narth from number 41, M % A5, SYONEY chased
ang apparently made nu further slignal than
fk) (repeatl) WNJ. Ralder made na reply ar
hoist (corrupt growpl- No stop signel was
recelved by enemy. When H M. A.S5. SYOREY was
&t close range raider made STRAAD MALAKKA by
iight which ship she was Iimpersonsting Dutch
flag flown. At 16508 19tn W M.A.S. SYDNLY was
Jusl sbaft sumbar 4] beam alditant 1-(one}- 25
miles, both ships 15 knots, course 250 degrees.
Crufsesr now made “Make your s#cretl lelter™ in
platn lanquage.

(1t The action. Hafder 1mmediately dropped
concealed guns (corvupt groupl and opaned gun
ang torpedo fire. WM ALS, SYONLY was al action
stations and armament trained. She oponed fire
simyltaneously. STEIRMARK®s first salvo hit
Crulser's Bridge, H.M A5, SYONEY's flrst salve
|corrupt groupl. VYery early In action torpedo
nit crulser under A turret Jaoming A and B
turret. Action lasted 25 minutes snd was broken
of f at range of 4 milas, Mumber 41 stapped.
H.M.A.S. SYDNEY proceeding st 5 knols. Belleved
H.M_A.S. SYDNEY sank due to thell and tarpedo
fire damage at 2300W 19th. Raider scuttied at
23594 19th. Position of action 025% South
111" Esst,

(117) Igentity confirmed Sumber 4] STE[RMARK
allas KORMORANT. Sopeed IB wpots. 6 (5 oms.
Gun. 2 7 cms. ALAL Gun. ¢ above water and |
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submerged tube each side. About 2750 bype [7
H.C.) mine of which & large gumber <til11 on
board when scuttled. 1| Arado seaplane with
tombs., Alr propelled torpedo contact pistol.
Belteved ng repeatl no 0irector System. Reputed
to carry fast motor hoat capable of laying 23
mines,

{iv) Movements, Fitted out at Gotenhafen and
(corrupt group) Hemburg Tate in November 1940,
spoke 3 U bpats off coast Spain. Operated in
equatoriol region Atlantic until end of March,
Passed well South of Cape of Good Hope met
HOROMARK 1n south Tatitude then procesded Bay
of Bengal. Reported to have been surprised by
an unknown ship while attempting lay mines
off Madras (E.%). Then proceeded central Indian
Ocean for refit (corrupl group) September in
Maldive |s. and returned to central Indian
(cean where ft 1s bellieved she met supply
ship KULMERLAND October and edarly MNovember
thepce to scene of actian. Believe German
store ships wvictualled Japan (B 2) stated
palicy to advertise presence by small number
regular sinkings which is considered will haye
maximum effect on flow of trade, 303 prisaners
fnciuding 17 officers held complement 400.

0700747,
Advance vopy senl Ist Lord, ALC.N.SOUT ).
N.A. 15t5:L., O.P.0., D.of P., Ops..
o.n., 0.1,C.

ACNB's written report to the Admiralty, 12 February 1942
On 12 February 1942, the ACNB forwarded to the Admiralty in London
its report on the “. (presumed) loss of H.M.A.S. “SYDNEY" as a result of
her encounter with the German Raider "KORMORAN" off the coast of
Western Australia on 19 November 1914..." The report was date stamped
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in London as being received on 22 April 1942." The report had been
comphied from “..a mass of material containing the results of
Interrogation of Prisoners of War ex "KORMORAN"..." and included sketch
charts of the action betwean Sydney and Kormoran, and a photograph
and diagram of the Iatter. The information in this report appears to
have been the basis of the account in Battle Summary No. 11" The
cover of this docket is also annotated:

This flle I< guated a5 an arigingl refecence
in the Official Histary, “The War at Sez,

10
Although the repart exists in the Australian archives, it is given here
again in the version which has survived in the British record:
B AS = s

A, Introguction. Information alreddy Communicated
L the Admiralty. Interrogation of Prisoners.

B. Events leading 1o the instiution of a search.

£.Aesuits of Interrogat'on

1. The Ralder and 1ts equipment,

a1 This ship

bl Armament
iv! Boats
gl Mines

tg) Ine Plane
(f} Communtications
(gl Disguises
th) Parsgmnel,

2. Previous Movements of the Ravder.
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{a) The voyage of Lhe “KDBMORAN™

ipl Further detalls with regard to ship
spcountarad

fc] Statewent by the Chinese, Shu Ah Fah,
3, Supply Ships and Supplies.
4. Co-operation with other units.
£, Strategical and Tartical
[a} Strategical
(o) lactical
6. Us2 of Neutral Ports,
i, Treatment of Prisgners.’
. The engagement with Lhe “Sydney™.
0. Appendices:-

1.zt of Prisaners af War whose &vidence has
proved most useful,

?.Track Chart of Raider 41, [not reproduced)

J.Track Chart (facsimite of & letier of a
Prisoner-of -War with translation of relevant
parts of the letter, [only translation meproduced)

4. Plan of action between “Sydnay™ and the Rafder.

5.Dfagrammatic drawing of Ralder 4! compiled
trom drawings made by prisoners,

6, Phatograph af “Stetermark”[not mproduced)

7.1nsrreuctlonys for [nterrogating Prisaners
of MWar,



100 HMAS Sydney I

REPQRT ON LOSS OF HMAS “SYONLY™

A. All material infoermation haz bean
communfcated to the aamiralty fn the following
A.C.N.B messages: -

17002727th November.
02227/28th November. [original not located]
16042/281h November, [original not located)
0700Z/7th Decembar.
10302/23rd Decesmber, [original not located)

Interrogation of Prisgners of War began at
once, Lleutenant -Commander Aycroft being sent
with 4n interprater t¢ Carngrvon on 26Lh
November, where praliminary Investigations were
made. Reports were made gn Z2Bth Noyember by
Paymaster-lisutendant ALC. Raume, R.LALNLV.R.,
the Officer-in-Charge, Haval Guard, M.VY.
“Iracas™, and on 30th November by the Commanding
Nfficer of H.M.A.S, “Yandra™, |foutenant J.A.
Tapliin,

The interrpgation was continued when Lhe
prisoners had been accommpdated on share, and
on l6th December, Captaln Farquhar Smith,
District Maval UOfficer, Western Australia,
submitted to the Naval Board coples of details
of interrogation of German prisoners of war
2x “Kormoran.” From Western Australia the
prliionars were pransferred to Melbourne, whare
Lthay were placed in intsrmenl Camp under Lhe
Milltary Autharities, Here the inquiry was
continued by varfgus informal methods,
including listening devices, Interception of
letters or scraps of papers containing verse
composition, casevel Conversations, &C.. 4and
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the information Lhus collecled has provided a
valuable check on that already obtained by
the more direct interrogation which has
supplied the hasis of this report.

B. Events leading to the institution of a
Sedrch and its results,

gn the 11th November *“Sydney™ escorting the
“Iealandia”™ departed from Fremantle. At D400Z/
17 1n position 07% 5605, 104° 40(L, she handed
"Zealandia™ over to "Durban". The “Sydpaey”
signalled her "E.T.A."™ as p.m. 19/11 ar a.m.
20711, which later was amended to read Thursday,
20th November. At 01402/21, D.N.O. Hestern
Australia reported that the *Sydney"™ had not
yet arrived, and followed this up on 23/11
with the signal that no further word had heen
received from the “Sydney”.

Meanwhile the “Zealandia” had arrived safely
at Singapore. At 10442/23 the “Sydney" was
instructed by Naval Board to reporl E.T.A.
Fremantle, There was no reply. At about 12002/
23 all W/l high-power stations in Australia
were instructed te call H.M.A.5. *“Sydney”
continuously., There was no response.

An atr search carried out feom Pearce on Lhe
2ALh November falled to glve any result,

At 020972/24, C.-in-C., China, was informed
that *Sydney” was thirty-six hours averdue
and asked for information. He replied that
"Durban™ had met “Sydney™ and taken over
“Tealandia™ at 04002/17/11 in position 7°56(5,
104" 40(E.

At DR17Z/P4 C.Z2.M, was informed that “Sydney”
was overdue and gsked to carry out an air
search as far as possible to the South to
caver her prabable northern advance,
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At (B187/24 raport was recelved hy ¥/7 from
the Tanker “Trocas™ that twenly-five German
Nayal men on a tipating rait nad been picked
up Tn postivion 26" 06(S, [11"41(E. The following
action was Lhen teken:

&l S1x merchant ships 1n the area inslructed
10 pass through tne position in which the
rafty was recovered. and Lo keep ¢ look oul
far suryiwdrs.:

Il 5.5, "Hermion™ was Ingstrycied 10 procesd to
tha grea to recoyer surylvors and Lo report
oh the situation by wlrelasgs,

el Alrcrafy remaved fros Pedarce (o Carharvon
and tad {3talinay from $he north epastern
ATCS to Fremantlae,

tdl Four auxillary craft departed (rom Frémantle
to contact “Trocas™ and to place an aromd
guard on board that snip, after which they
werg Lo proceed ta the area of search.

At sbout 23DU2/24 statfong wére Instructed to
cease calling the *Sydney™, At 18042724 C.0M.
informed Ngval HBeard that *Tromp® would pass
through Sunda Stralts, a,m, 25/11 for patsage
At twenty knots alang the “Sydnay's™ passible
Lrack 4nd thet Lwo Catellngs from Soursbaya
wonld alsa search. “Tromp"s"movémant was later
amended to 4 search g« far south a4 207, then
ghout 200 miles to the esaztward thence %o
Sourabays, Lo cover the possiblitity of a
seriously damaged “Sydney”™ endeavouring to
raach Sourabaya.

Furthar searches by afreraft were carried oul
dally up 1o I0Lh Novestrer, During these searches
by atr and local craft az well as diverteg
serchant ships, the following German 1fife-
saving craft were zighled:
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Iwo boats on the besch north of Carnarvan,

Two boats about 80 miles to the North-west
af Carnarvon

Iwo ratts.

Eventually two boats came ashore narth of
Carnarvon with 103 survivors, the “Koolinda”
picked up one boat with 31 survivors: “Yandra®
gne boat with /0 Germans and 2 Chinpse:
“CLentuar®[sic] two boats with 60 syrvivers, In
addition survivors were picked up from two
rubber rafts, 2% men by the “Irocas”™ &nd by
the “Aguitania™, This makes a total af six
boats and two rubber rafts. The prisoners, 4
total of 315 and ? Chinese, were despatchad
from Carnarvan by land and water transport to
fremantle where they were disposed ot as
Follows:-

Officers 17 Lo Swanbourne Camp,
headquarters of the 5th Garrison
Brigade.

Men 19 to hospital 1n Fremantle,

7h to detention qQuarters,
Fremantie.

243 tg interment camp at Harvey
{87 miles south ot Perthl. These
ware afterwards transferred ta
Malbourne where Lhaey have boen
interned.

.- RESULTS OF INTERROGATION,

Instructions for the Interrogation of prisonsrs
wera issued by the Flag Officer, Commending
H M A, Squadran, 4 copy of which Ts appended.
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L. Ine Satder and [ts Eaquipment.

{a) The <hlp 1s stated to have been “Stelermark™
prior to conversation [sic]. Wer Llonnage |3
given, as about 9,000, and her méximum speed
3% abouptl 18 knots, though Al the time of the
gction, owlng to foul pottom, this cennot
have heen more than IS5 or 16 knots.

Completed abnut November 1939, the ship
proceeded 1o Hamburg where Deélwesn March and
October (940 she was converted for use as 2
ralder. She had never been Used &% & merchany
ship, She had one Funne!, two large masts and
two mall anes (or four 1n two patrs Tore and
aft of the Tunnei), At the time of action she
was dlisguised as the “Stralt Malakka®™-black
hull, Black funnel, bBuft! superstructure like
a PR O, 1iner, and flylng the Dutch flag,
The ship sailed as Ralder No.4], end receiveg
the name ““Koermorgn™ when 41 sda. Apparently
all relgers received the aame nf 4 coea animal
ar seahird leg, ®Ppaguin™),

(b)Y Armament. “Kormoran's™ armament has not
been positively estapllished, but the
fnformation gained by the Naval loterragation
carried out In Western Australla points to -

6 15 centimetrs guns.

U torpedo tubes, twe on deck and ono
submerged on each slde,

2  A.Aguns, 3.7 twm and possibly 2om guns,

Several machine guns, which could be
placed as required,

Ihere were hydrophones for A/S. sedrch.
Interrogat ion seemed to establish the éalstence
of both 3.7 cm and Zcm. guns. One prisoner of
war, Refser, stated that thore ware only two
real A_A, 1.7 cm quns, one port gnd one
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starboard, but that there were other light
guns. The same witness stated that only one
3.7 ©m gun was Tired in Lhe aclion. Lhat on
the starhoard side. This statement is supported
by the action of Commander Dettmers, who,
whan allowed to address his men in the intarmant
camp, called one 1f his men to him and said,
“Yuu were Tiring the 3.7 gun?™ Having recelyed
an affirmalive reply he continued, | hereby
award you the lron Crass, First Class, for
yaur hravery and excellent gunnery. It was
marvellous shooling and 1 am proud of you,"

With regard toe the main armament, Army
infarmation implies 8-inch guns, though without
any indication of the number, Commander
Dettmers being reported as stating that his
ship was armed with such guns.,

Guns were dpparently controlled by Lelephone
from contreol position to the guns and fire
gauge. Salvoes were fired,

It 15 reported that there were four range
finders on board, one forward, one afl, and
pne edch side of the bridoe. The principal
range finder operator, when gquestioned about
range taking at night, reacted strongly, but
refused to glve any informalion,

No details have been obtained regarding the
screening of the guns, which according to a
seaman, Pattner, were in helds (covered) and
were raised by hydraulic press, the operation
taking two ar three minutes. Another seaman,
Dornls, stated that the guns could be ready
in one minute, and he also sald that they
could he loaded down below, the lpading
arreatgements being inmedidbely below asach gun.
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(e) Buats, The captain of the Raider stated
that there were four boats In davits., two
mator boats, two Doats on deck, une |ife-boat
from Lhe "[mbiricos™, on2 big 1ifc-boat with
Welin gear for about 100 men., Two boats, which
were in the fore-tateh, were used after the
sinking, but two in the after-hateh couwld oot
he used becauss the alsctelc power had gone,
Accarding to other prisoners of war the number
paried. Jorgensun gave the numper as 8 Iife-
boats (5ix befng steel and two woodd), nne
captured from the “Euryloghus®™ and one pf the
Grieek ship “Nikolaras™., There were also two
or three rubber boats. |n addition there was
a larga speadboat whicn was seldom [(f ever
used, Tour or five poats were lowerocd when
the ship was abandoned. Surylvars were plcked
up from slx boats and twd rafls,

(d) Mines, Mines were carried, and the number
given varies from |50 to 400, The actual number
was probably 200 or 250. These are described
as heing of two kinds, & long magnelic ming
withoul horns, and round ones with horns,
fipparently none were lafd though an attempt
was made to lay mines In the nefghbourhood of
Madras, an attempl which was Thierrupled by
Lhe approach of & HBritish Auxiliary Crufser.
The mines were stowed aft, and they produced
the explosion by which the rafder was fina|ly
suhk after the action. One prisoner of war,
Jorgensan, stated that an effort to lay mines
was abput tn be made at the time of the
appearance of the *“Sydney”. According to
prisonar of wae Schweier 311 mines ware anchor
mines, none drifting mines,

(el The Plane. Accarding to Alhert Ruf. who
belonged Lo the ground statf, the plane, which
was housed 1n tho arter part of the ship was
an Arado 196, and nad for markings Lhe Swaslika
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and War Cross and the name “"Kolibri™, All the
evidence spams to show that the plane was not
pflen used owing Lo the difficully of hoisting
it out and getting 1t aboard again unless the
weather was very Tavourable, [t had not
dpparent |y been used fur Lwo or three months
before 149th MNovember Hut states that the
Tast oocasion was the search for the boots of
“Embirikos™. The plane is reported to have
had no W/T communication with the ship,
communication teing by means of a Tamp
underneath for Morse signals, There is no
ayfdaence Lhat 1L was usegd for the locatien of
ships, and 1t seems definite that the plane
was not used at the time of the aclion with
the “Sydney",

Several prisoners of war speak of parts of a
second plane; only wone declared that there
wera Lwo plans aboard, bul he staled Lhdl
only one was used (Hans Natterott).

{Fy) Communicatioms. According to the
information Trom H.G. Linke, Wireless Operator,
two U0 messages (600m. 500kce,) were senl out
before the pction with "Sydney™, position being
givien as 265, 1117E. They were nat Tpn regular
tommun fcation wlith German stations, had nb
flxed wave-length for receiving newe and
messdgges which were dbtatned from varidus
statlans. Messages from captured ships were
Jammed with press notices, figures &g, The
position of meeting with a supply ship was
determined from Germany as they did not
communicate directly with the ship. There was
g staft ot 18 operators, 4 N.C.OC'5, T senfgr
N0, and one officer,

Wireless aspparatus consisted of leletunken
and lLorentz, and also small STefmens parts,
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From another prisoner of war [10mmers) the
statement was recelved that the ralder
communicated direct with Berlin, Kiel and
Wilhelmshafen by short wave, and there were
fn radio bases hetween the ship and Germany.
The wave-lengths veried from 15 to 50 metres,
according to weather conditions.

The ship had gight sets for picking up nows.
Commands were received on various lengths;
they simply tried al1 the sets until they
found the wave-length that dave the clearest
stgnal. No acknowledgment of signals from
Germany was made through their signals were
acknowledged in code from Germany. Iwice a
month they communicated with Germany, messages
being long and short (40-100 groups of 4 letter
eachl.,

According to Sub-Lleutenant Bunjes, letters
were takan home from the Atlantic by an ordinary
cruiser, but the crew were not allow ta send
letters by the last ship to leave them. Another
Prisoner of war, (Schweier) stated that they
should have regeived maiis by tankers
“Standard™ and “Egerland”, but these were lost.
fccording to the same witness, “Alstertor®,
met soon after entering the Indian Ocean,
took mall home,

tg) isguises. There were varipus devices on
board Tor the disquise of the ship, e.g. A
secand funnel and additional masts, but these
were apparently not used, the anly disquise
amployed beling achisved by the use of paint,
Generally, the fact that the rylder was buflt
an Dutch |ines and Flew the Dutch Flag provided
sufficlent disguise,

{h) Personnel. Ine ship was commanded by
Fregatten-Kapitan, A.G.7. Dettmers, The total
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number of the ship's company is reported to
have heen about 400. The number of survivors
Tanded in Western Australia was 31h, in addition
to two Chinese picked up by H.M,A.5, “Yandra."
The ship's company was organised into four
Divistons «f about 90 men each. |lhare were
two seamen diyisions, one ol mechanics and
aone of general deck hands, dccording to the
statement of Jorgensen. The men were paid at
hame, only pocket money being pajd on board
for use in the Canteen.

The role compiled by the Military Authorities
who have charge of the prisongrs shows the
Commander and twenty other officers, fifteen
warrant afficers and 357 “other rank”. 0Of
these & Warrant Officers and 72 of the Ship's
Company were lost, apparently all but three
belng drowned when the shop was abandoned,
Lthe exception heing theeg killed in the engine-
room which received a hit from the *Sydney”,

2, PREVIOUS MOVEMENTS.

(a) The vovage of the “Kormoran.” “Kormuran®™
left Gotenhafen near Dantzlg on 4th December
1940, Grand Admiral Raeder giving the crew &
farewel | address. The ship seems Lo have steered
north along the Norwegian coast round tLhe
nprih of Scotland between lceland and
Greenland, and then down into the Atlantic
where she operated until May, 1941. During
these operatiuns the following ships were sunk:

“Antonis® 03“S, 30"W 13th January
“British Union™26" 36"N,30=15"W 18th January
“Afreica Star® 0&°N, 16°W 28th January

“turylochus™ B* 15N, 25°14°W 29th January
“Agnlta™ 04" N, 23"W 23rd March
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*Craftzsman”™ s, 21'y gLh April
“Ntkolaos™iD.1] JU*S. 2N lZtn Aprid

In adaition 10 thesie shlps sunk, “Cansaal lte”
(tanker) sccurding to statesonts made By Sub-
Lleutendant Bunjes, Dr (1enhooup and Others,
was captured in 50N, 3¥H, an 27th March,
and sent In to Bprdeawx with 4 prize crew.
Apparentiy no prisoners wece sent in This
ship which duly arrived at Bordesux. Later
information feom Army autnorities places this
ship among those sunk,

Ihe “HBritish linton™ was the gnly ship, which
put up a fight; eccording te the Captain of
the raider she fired four shots.

Abuard the “Luryloechus™ deea only o Few
tnglishmen, but a number (f Chinese. Yne Captatn
af the “Craftsmin™ xds bl inded snd the knglineer
badly imjured 4% & rosult of Lhe Ralder's
Fire. The Captain was afterwmards transferrad
toc the =Admiral Scheer™ which wds met 1n
Februdry some wedks after the sinking af the
“*furylochus®. Twe;, end perhaps Cthree.
cubmarines were met tn the Atlantic according
o some statements, off Lhe Spanish coast,
though probably further sauth, These racelyved
pravistons and oll from the “Norworan™ . OLher
vessals met with In the South Atlantic Included
Lthe raiders "Penguln™, Ne.3X, and No_l6
describad by Prisoner of war Lensch ae an old
ship with one funnel about the same sile as
“Kormoran®. Supply ships met with were the
“Rudelph Albraecht™, a small tanker from which
ﬁruwlsiunﬁ gnd o1l wore racelved 1o April,
Ut the quant ity seems Lo have Lesn yery small,
"Nordmark™ was Lhe principal supply ship sst
[ the Atlantie¢; contact with her wdiy made
tulce, and on the secand occdslon about 200
prisoneérs were transferrsd to har,
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In May “Kurmoran™ antered the Indian Ocean,
naving rendezvoused with a ship "Alsterufer”
it the extreme south of the Atlantic. The
gvidence also implies a meeting with another
ship “Alstertor™ during this period, but there
15 considerable confusion between “Alsterufer”™
and "Alstertor”™ and sometimes belween
“Nordmark" and *Alsterufer™.

I the Indfan Ocean “Karmoran™ proceeded to
Lhe Bay of Hengal. Off Madras an attempt was
made to jay mines, but the appearance of what
was apparently a British auxiliary cruiser
forced the “Kormgran" to hurry away without
laying the mines, her superior speed enabling
her to aveid actual contact with the British
ship. This was in Jung ar July,

After feaving the neighbourhood of Madras
two ships were sunk, the “Velebit™, a Yugo
Slav ship, from which few were saved, as she
Eried to escape, and "Maresba™, Laken Lhe
same evening, from which all the crew were
sgved. |t was durlng this stage that *Karmaran”
sighted the only land seen in the whole cruise,
Engano lsland of Sumatra near the Strait of
Sunda. This is apparently the nearest that
Lhe raider came to Australian cgast until the
encounter with the “Sydney”™. A brief refil
was carrted out at sea somewhere in the centre
of the Iddian Ocean, after which Kormoran
proceeded north to the neighbourhood of the
Maldive [slands where “Embirikos™ was sunk.
and tnls was the last ship sunk.

In October g second refil wds carried out
while the ship was in the central part of the
Indian Ocean aut of siaght of land. Following
on this refit & rendezvous was made with
“Kulmarland”,. Prisoners taken in the Tndfian
Ocean were Lransferrsd Lo Lhis ship for passage
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to Germany, and there were thus no prisonars
ahoard at the time of Lhe aclijum with the

Sydriey.
(hifurther detailes with regard tg
ships encountered,

Befare sinking the firslt ship (the Greek ship
Antonis] several neutral ships were sighted.
According to Sub-Lisutenant Bunjes all the
prizes were empty ships and thersfore not
wirth taklng hHome, tholgh ong 15 described as
loaded with timber and therafore hard ta sink.
Sub-Lieutenant Runjes also responsible for
the Stdatement that tne “Embiricos™, on the
Mombassa-Leylon raute near the Maldives, would
have escaped had she npt Wad 411 her lights
on. Angther statement said that 1t was
apparently the aopening aof the door, which
showed a light and gave away the ship's
position.

The loss of li{fe dboarg the “Velebit™ s
explained by the fact that the ship fafled to
stop when ordered to do s, and Lhen, when
she raught fire as the result of the raider’s
actfon, the crew lost thelr heads. Only ope
wooden boat was loweread with nine men in it,
and this was picked up,

Three explanations were affered for the small
number of sinkings actually carried out by
the “Kormoran":

(1) That of the captain fn which he stated
that the policy was by o small number of
regular sinkings to cause interruption to
the flow of trade, whils not unduly risking
the existence of the raider:

(€} The necessity ot letting certatn ships
go by s0 as not to dlsclose the presance of
the raider;
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{(3) The difficulties caused by the afficiency
of modern W/T:

{4) The aeffectiveness of the Eritish convoy
SysLem,

The "Africa Star” and “Eurylochus”, were sunk
on the same day - or withln a few hours - and
according to one statement, the sinking of
the “Curylochus™ was the result of a response
to the distress signals of the former ship.

[c) Statement by the Chinese, Shu ARl Fah

four Chinese taken from Lhe “Eurylocus®™, sunk
by the “Kormaran” gon Z9th January 1941, were
retained aboard the rafder as laundrymen. The
statement by the Chinese Shu Ah Fah contains
many specific details which are not supported
by other eyidence., He would make the number
of submarines mebL and refuelled Ly Lhe
"Kormoran®™ as from twenty to twenty three,
and the number of mines carried as approximately
four hundred. He alse Lells of three obher
German ratgers co-upersting with “Kormoran®
in the Indian Dcean. His story indicates regular
rendezvous 1o turn in the Caroline 1slands,
the route followed from the Indian Dcean being
d wide sweep to the South of Australia,
returning by the same route. He spoke of a new
ship which was to ieave Germany about 25th
December, to relieve oneg of Lhe ralders
gperating in the [ndian Ocean, This Chinese
also stated that a minefield was laid In the
neighbourhood of Madras anid Lhal at the time
of the encounter with the ®Sydney™ there were
e mines on board. No support for Lhese
statements can be found as the result of answer
of other survivors interrogated, and it fs
nol therefore considerad that much weight can
be given to them.
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3. Supply Ships gnd supplies,

Supply ships werz m=t both in the Atlantic
and fn the Indian Ocean, and the ralder could
45k the Gérman Admiralty to sent particular
stores 1n their meat zhig. In oné af the
lifepoars milk bottles with Japanese characters
on them gave the imprassion Unal slore ships
ang fuel ships were Toeded In Japan, though
the Captain and othar priscners stated that
all the supply ships were German,

The first supply ship metl s small tanker
“Rudolph Albrechi® from which 1,000 tons of
oll was racelued, but the chief <ource of
supply was the “Nordmark™ which sppears to
have been met twice (a the South Atlantilc,
From this ship ofl was obtalned and at the
second meeting prisoners from the ship sunk
in the Atlantic were transterred. “Alsteruter”
was met elther in the extreme south of the
Atlantic, or fn the scuthern part of the Indian
Ocean (near Madapascar eccording to one
witness).,

The last supply ship was the “Kulmerland™ or
“Kummerland™ which some nf the prisaonérs
confused with the *Alsterufer”, and from which
4,000 tons of ol was taken ahoard by means of
hose pipes joined together In sections which
gnabled the fuelling to be done with the <hip
two or three hundred metres apart. The transfer
¢f supplies was carrieg out guring the day
only, the ships moving apart at nfght.

The “Kummerland™ took the prisoners captured
in the Indian Ocean. This was on or about L9Th
Dctober. These supply ships salled under
neutral flags and the “Kymmeriang” |s reporied
to have had a United States flag painted on
the side.
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All evidonce dindicates that food supplies
aboard the raider were plantiful as were mpdical
stores. [he men picked up after the acliun
with the “Sydney” gave evidence of gond fepding
and the doctor's stalempenl showed Lhat the
crew wore kept in health by the use of yitamin
tablets. No fresh vegetables were obtained
during the voyage, and according to evidence
obtained by Uhe Military Authorities tLhere
was a certaln amount of scurvy. Other
campldints, which the doctor had to deal with
were prickly heat and tonsilitis,

4. Co-operation with other Units,

IL appedrs that “Kormoran™ aenerally operated
alane, One prisoner of war stated that the
rafders all had the name of a sea-animal ar
seg-bird, The “Kormgran" started operatfons
as No.41 and received her name when at sea. In
the South Atlantic contact was made with a
Garman Warship, “Admiral Scheer", and the ships
were together far perhaps two days.

Soon after the “Hordmdrk™ was mel fur the
first time. The “Kormoran™ met “Penguin® Ne.33,
and about the same time No.l6, described by
ong af the prisoners of war as an old ship
with one funnel and about the same size as the
*Kormoran™, though another wltness described
it as somewhat smaller than the “Kormoran™p
There 15 no ifndication that "Kormoran" made
contact with any other ralder in the Indian
Ocean. Twd or Lhree U-boals were mel in the
Atlantic etther 1in the neighbourhood of Spain
ar somswhat further South.

G, Slrategical and Taclicel,

(a) The Captain nt the ship was gquided by
Admiral Raeder's instructions to make regular
but comparatively small sinking in wrder to
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advartise his presence, the palicy helng that
the interruption to trade flow by this means
would achieve the object without unduly
endangering the raider. According to a
statement of Commander [ettmers, the Admiral
sald to him, “The world is your oyster; go
where you like, Artic or Antarctic, but get
results.™ The Cosmander sald Further that he
hagd camplete carte blanche, and added
laughingly, “Ro retyrns. No paper War.”
Passenger ships were avafded owing to the
difficulty of disposing of Lhe psssengers and
American ships were also avoided.

{b) Tactical action when attacking a ship or
any “ruse de guerrs”

At ordinary Uimes Lhe rgiger wore no flag
except when going into actifon, and then the
German f14g was holsted. This was done by Lhe
man on duty, and the Captain was very strict
upon this point. Tha procedure when a ship
wat encountared was for the ralder, which
would then be flying the Dutch flag, Lo overtake
the ship, order her Lo stop, &t the same time
warning her master not to use hs wireless,
and having taken over the crew, blow her up.
If the ships did not heave to when ordered, a
shot was fired across the bows. Commandar
fettmers stated definitely that on no occasion
dgid he shell ships wilh passengers aboard.

At the time of the encounter with the “Sydney™,
“Kormoran®™ was masquerading a5 a Dutch ship,
the “Strodl Malskka™,. and before the actiaon
ware the Dutch flag. The German flag, unfuried,
W35 run up to the masinhead immediately pafors
ur as fire was opened.
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6. Use of Neutral Ports,

All the prisoners of war insisted that Lhey
had only once sighted Tand from the time they
left Germany to the time Lhey came ashore on
the west coast of Australia. The only time
that land had been sighted was apparently
Engano Island near the Strait of Sunda some
time after the Raider has been interrupted
off Madras in its one attempt to lay mines.
While the statement was made that supply ships
came from Japan and from the Caroline Islands,
the prisoners of war finterrogated are
practically unanimous that the supply ship
came from Germany, and certainly Lthat all
supply ships were German. There i5 no evidence
of Lhe use of neutral ports,

8. Ihe Action,

fhe story of the action betwsen the "Sydney™
and the Rafder was frankly told by the Captain,
Fregatten Kapitan Dettmers and other prisoners,
and the story as told seems to ring true,
though there 1s np explanation on the surface
d5 to why the “Sydney™ came so close, or why
she came 50 close before attempting to launch
haer aircraft.

At about 16006719 the raider in position
approximately 267, 111°F was proceeding
northward at 4 speed of about ten knots (14
knots accarding to Sub-Liesutenant Bunjes) when
what at First appeared to be a sal] was sighted
by the lookout to the north on the starboard
bow. (About N.N.E. according to Sub-Licutenant
Bunjes) The stranger was soon Tdentified as 2
cruiser and Commander (Oettmers immediately
turned away Into the sun (250°) and Increased
Lo full speed which he eslimated at 15 knols.
The cruiser had obviously sighted them for
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she too btdepod and came up an the starboard
quarkter aL high spesd, repeatedly making the
signal by dayiight lamp NI, for about half
an hopre, no reply being made by Lhe "Kormoran®
9% Lhe Commander was of the apinfon that the
use ot a pawerful sfanalling lamp would have
betrayed his fdentity as he was at the time
posing @5 the lutch ship *Straat Malakka®™,
ang merchant ships g nol carry such lamps.
In addition, he =ald, he dld not understand
whal the signal NNJ niedant,

Yome time before tnhe actian was joined,
“Kormoran®™ broadcast 0000 265, 111E, “Straat
Malakka"™, and repeated |t once. Pachmann, an
gperator, stated that this mescage was qliven
twice, about ten minutes before the action
bagan. It s wbrthy of note that o 00 message
was picked up by lug "Uce™, at about 1000
G.M.T, o0 19th Novembar, but the position and
ship®s name could not be read by the PO,
Telegraphist in “Ucu.™ Geraldton also read a
mutilated time and position message at 10457/
19, No Q's were al st ingulshed and when after
ten minutes there was no repetition, a message
was sent oul Lo ships asking 11 there was
anything to report, but no raply was recelved.

At a distance of about 7 milas “Sydney"™ made
the signal by flashing, “Hoist your signal
letrers™, in reply “Kormeran™ holsted PEQT
1 *5trool Malakks™) on the Lriatic stay betwean
the foremast and the funnel, but the tunnel
prevented the message being clearly seen on
poard Lhe *Sydnay™, When "Sydhey” made the
signal "Hoist your signal letters clear™,
Ahlhach the Yegman of slgnals stated thal he
lapgihened the halyard dnd drew 1t towards
the starboard side. [t 1< reasoenable to suppose
that this apparent inefficiency in signelling
by Lhe "Kormoran™ was a "ruse da guerre™ 1n
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the hope that “Sydney™ would close to
investigate, for “Sydmey's™ signal had to be
repeated continuously before it was complied
With,

“Sydney" came up will the “Kormoran™ with all
quns and torpede tubes bearing, and when she
was approximately abeam of the Haider she
asked hy flags and flashing “Where bound?”
According to Ahlbach this was spelt in English
by flashing. “Kormoran™ answered "Batavia"
and "Sydney" gpparently made “TK" which
“Karmoran™ could not understand as In the
International Code this means “You should
prepare for & cyclone, hurricane or typhoon”™,
but which was in fact the two interior letters
of the secret call sfgn “Straat Malakka™ (1[KP).
le this *“Kormoran" made no reply.

“Sydney™ then made by flashing “Show your
secret sign™, Having no reply to this the
rajder caplain decided to fight, which up to
this time he had tried to avoid doing. According
to AThbach “Sydney” did not order Lhe raider
to stop, and this statement s made by other
prisoners, bul Caplain Dettmers mentfons an
aorder to stop immediately before the signal
by searchlifght in plain language to gjve the
secret call.

At about 1700G/19 when the two ships were
proceeding on parallel courses in a westerly
direction at approximately 15 knots. The
“Sydney" being on the “Kormoran's" starboard
beam at a distance of “somewhdat more than a
mile”™ (Commander Dettmers) (or at a distance
of 1200 or 1500 metres, according to other
prisoners of war), “Kormoran”, dropping her
gun-concealing plates and hofsting the German
flag, opened fire with four of her six fiftean-
centimetre guns., (The particulars obtained by
the Military authorities upon further enquiry
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would reduce the range <ti11 Further Lo 2bout
1100 metres), The first salyo hil the “Sydney’s™
pridge. Almost simultansously, but probably
Jusl afterwards, “Sydaay’s™ (irst salve went
over, though Sub-lleutenant Bunj=s states that
=“Sydney's™ first =zalic nit the ralder
amidships. Her second s3leg found Lhe ralder’'s
eagine-room and fuel tanks and caused & fire.
In the meantime the rafder hagd fired two
torpadoes, one ot which struck the *Sydney”
forward (about 70 metves from Lthe bow according
to Commander Deftmer=z), at the same Lime That
3 salvo struck her amidsnips,

The “Sydney*s™ forward turrets were apparent|y
put out of action by the explosion caused hy
the torpedu, and the “Sydney's™ alreraft, which
is reported to have been warming up at the
time that the engagement began, was shot to
places. The rgnue wbs so close Lhat prisoners
stated Lhey could soe men gbout the plane and
an anti glrcraft gQurnsr stated Lhat the A A,
quns were used agalnit the crutter S0 that
har ALA. guns ¢nd Ltorp=gze: sight not he ysed.

“Sydney™ now eltered courss Lo port &cross
stern of the ralder énd continued on a4 51 ightly
giverging course from 1he raider., She must
bave been yery close a5 some of Lhe ralder”s
crew thought that she wéy going to ram.
According to Ahlbach | Yzoman 6f Signaldl whe
way o the pridge of the “Karmgran™, *Sydney”
turned shout 90° to port, passed close under
the stern of the “kormoren™ and mainteined
her course In @ southerly divection., At this
stage apparently, [hough a fire was raging
and could not be put out hecause all fire-
fighting appllances nagd been destroyed,
“Kormoran®s™ guns wera 311 1n action and one
of her guns 15 stated to have fired fifty
rounds while all guus firad 2 total of about
450 rounds.
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“Sydney's™ X and Y turreets [sic] were still in
action, “Sydney™ now fired four torpedaes,
which "Kormoran™ turned to meet, and Lhreg
passed ahead and one astern. A torpedo fired
by the raider about the same time also missed
its mark, Both ships were now on fire, “Sydney”
being heavily afire amidships and an the hridge,
and down by the bows about six feet. The
rafder's bridge had been hit but not put out
of action, “Sydney’'s” first hit had destroyved
the radio and a large fire was burning in the
angine room, Approximately half an hour after
fire opened the action was over, “Kormoran®
was stopped, “Sydney™ proceeding in a south
easterly direction at a speed of about five
knots, and throwing out a dense cloud af smoke
which some of the prisoners interrogated
thought was a smoke screen, but which was
probably simply result of fire. At about 1900
the Captain of the raider ordered his engine-
room personnel and those of ship's company
whg were not regquired, to abandeon ship,
retaining aboard about 100 men and a1l his
officers, At about 2300719 Captain Dettmers
decided to abandon his ship, which was blown
up about midnight, The c¢rulser was still In
sight distant about 10 km. when the first
hoats left the “Kormoran™, and for some time
the glow of the fire could be seen. Refore
midnight it had disappeared, no explosion was
heard. According to Bohm (ene of the survivors
picked up “Trocas), three wooden 11feboats
and three rubber rafts were launched first
leaving one boat for those sti1ll on board.
Commander Detimers mentioned that it took three
hours to get lifebpats out of a hatch because
of the lack of power. The motar-boats had
been destroyed and even if Lthe big boat, which
was carried, had not been destroyed, there
wds no power available to move it, One of the
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disappeared somewnat before midnight, and that
“Karmoran's™ sinking was hastened by an
eaplosion after midnight. The weather at the
time was rough, &5 1t has been for Lwo or
three days befora the encounter.

The first definite information to the outside
world was received at DEl6z/24th when the
Tanker *Trocas™ raporied Dy W/T that twenty-
five German Nava)l men on a floating raft had
been picked up in position 2606, 111*40°E.

D. APPENDICES,
1.

The most useful evidence in the engquiry was
given by the following:-

Detmers, Anton Guniher Theodor, Commander
Bunjes, William Christian Sub-L¥eutenant

Ruf, Albert belanged to
ground staff
an the aircraft

Lensch,Rudolph Johann, Wilhelm Over-Engineer
Kohls, Richard Emil Adolph  Chief Engineer

Kobelt, Paul Petty Officer
Linke, Hans Wireless Operator
Ahlbach, Erich Signaller-Petty Officer
Juergenson or Jorgenson, Otto Petty Officer
Koblitz, Hans A.A, Gunner
Wiesmann, Otto Seaman, Machine Gun A.A.

Lipinski, Edmund Taflor
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iT.
Track Chart of Raider No, 41
11,

Irack Chart (Facsimile of a ietter af a prisoner
of war with translation of relevant parts of
letier),

v,
Plan of Action between “Sydney™ and the Rafder.
V.

Diagrammatic drawing of Raider 4] compiled from
drawings made by prisoners,

vi.
Instructions for Interrogating Prisoners of War.

tex No. 41 *Karmorant®™.)

This Tetter wias wreitten by one No. 42279 MAX
NADER, Ex KORMORAK. And 15 to be read in
conjunctian with attached photograph of the
griginal upon which has been superimposed by
the writer, a sketch of the route taken by the
KORMORAN since leaving GOTTEMNHAFEN.

Main text of Letter
..:and now to continue, D 13t January 1940,
[ went to Wesersunde to a Recrult CLompany,
from ther [ went to & training course at
Sassnitr, as "E. Messer™ (some sort of nautical
Sufveydr) and from there on board the Auxiiiary
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these out by means of winches. There was a
danger that the ship would blow up any sacond,
betauses we also had some Dombg on board ..,
men jumped ovarboard, myself amongst them,
After fighting tha sea for S5 hours, | was
pulled into 2 11 fabodt exheustad. After heing
in the bost for B davs, we wore rescusd by an
gertoplane - [ mean, the plfane sent & steamer
o plek us up...

{Note, this mention of an aseroplane to the
rescue 15 confirmed Dy the jaszt two linas of
ABFL's poem, “AFTER™1; also by a reference in
special gbservalion when disCussing the story
1t was said,

=fhe aeroplana dfd not come back”

The footnote at the hottom of the page (see
photo) bensath the arrow, reads:

ENGLISH SHIPS SUNK. 11th January,
1942
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The success of this plan depends entiraly
upon the skill of the questioners, and the
co-gpéralion of the team,

ANFORMATIDN REQUIRED:

{al Movements in the Indian (cean betwsen
June and November -syldence so Tar shows
No.4] either

f. Stayed in Indian Ocean.

{t. Went South about Australia to Pacific.
It 15 important to clear this up.

(b) Detafls of Supply Drganisation.

fc) Details of Neutral Ports used.

{d) Strategical Palicy,

ia) Tactical action when attackling merchant
ship.

(f) Any ruse de guerre employed.
(gl Any Infgrmation of other ralders,

{h) Confirmation of what we know 4t present.,
(Charts and Summaries avatlable.

(1} When, and where, mines were lald, and
any special methods employed, eg. lLaying
from fast motor boats.

SEGREGATION.

It Iz of pdramount imporlance Lhat parties
who are 3lready segregated rematns segregated
wntil the interrogation has been completed,
After interrogation therée s no objection to
4 man returning to the sameé party to which he
came.

LEGAL ASPECT,
{a) Force 1s not to be esployed,
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fb) A prisoner of war cannot be forced to give
information, but on the other hand it 5 to
be impressed on the prisoner that he is not
allowed to lie.

The Army authorities are respaonsible Tor the
custody and treatment of prisoners. If you
get any complaints refer them to the Camp
Commandant.

It is appreciated that this 15 a dull and
laborious task. It is nevertheless most
fmportant to get a1l we can from the prisoners.
Your effort may lead to the destruction of
more than one enemy supply ship or rajder,

Officers are earnestly reguested to Keep
plugging away at the job.

Flag Officer Commanding
H.M.A. Squadron, REAR ADMIRAL.
Znd December, 14941.

Notes
1 See Log of Signals, Annex A,
4 ibid.

3 "Report on Loss of H.MAS. "SYDNEY", enclosure to letter, Secretary
Department of the Navy to Secretary of the Admiralty. 12 February
1942, PRO: ADM 199/736, 78301,

4 Battle Summary No, 13 - Disguised Raiders, PRO: ADM 234324,
5 No copy of this paragraph has survived in the British record.



130 HMAS Sydney I



5 The German Accounts
of the Battle

Several German accounts of the action between Kormoran and HMAS
Sydney exist:

B Information gleaned from the interrogation of German prisoners of
war by the RAN:

B Intelligence gained from surveillance operations by Australian
military authorities of German prisoners during their captivity.
Reports based on these sources were passed by initial and interim signals
to London in November and December 1941, Subsequently they were
synthesised into a written report made in February 1942 by ACNB to the
Admiralty in London, These reports have been addressed in Chapter 4,

After the war a number of written accounts from German sources became
available. They are:

B Volume 10 of the German Nawvy's Operationen und Taktik published
in Germany in December 1943, translated then promulgated in
London in August 1945, and circulated within the Admiralty on 6
September 1945.

B German newspaper account published in August 1944 in Germany,
and in Australia in September 1945. An official transtation of the
newspaper account was made in Australia in February 1946,

B The coded action report and engine room log found on Detmers
after his attempted escape in January 1945. This was circulated
within the Admiralty on 7 August 1945, The document was released
to the public domain first in Britain in the 19705, and then, with its
coded groups, in Australia in the 1990s.

B Detmers account in hiz book, The Raider Kormoran, translated into
English and published in London in 1959,

Die Fahrt des Hilfsfkreuzers "Schiff 41"

Just as the Royal Navy published battle summaries, sp the German Navy
published Operationen und Taktik, a series of publications intended to
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deal “.. with the activities of auxiliary cruisers (which] will keep the
men at the front acquainted with the real course of events and give
them the opportunity of acquiring valuable information from the
experiences collected therein towands the further war effort ...° By
1943 the Germans had published four volumes of Operationen und Taktik
concerning raiders. The volumes were: Yolume 5. The Voyage of the
Auxiliary Cruiser “Ship 16~ {Atlantiz); Volume 6, The Voyage of the
Auxiliary Cruizer “Ship 337 (Pinguin); Volume 7, The maiden Voyuge of
the Auxiliary Cruiser “Ship 107 (Thor); and VYolume 8, The Yoyage of the
Auxiliary Cruiser “Ship 21~ (Widder).

Detmers sent his copies of his log or war dairy home in Instalments, and
the last instalment, which reached Germany via the supply ship
Kulmeriand, was dated 24 October 194 1. This instalment reached Cermany
sometime before 30 May 1942. However though the Germans knew
through signals intelligence what had happened to Kormoran and Sydmey,
they lacked sufficient information to complete the relevant volume of
Operationen und Taktik. Then, sometime in 1943, Sisbelt Habben (some
accounts wrongly give his name as Hubben ), who was the second syigeon
of the Kormoran. retumed from Australia to Germany under a prisoner
of war exchange scheme. It was not possible to ascertain from the British
archives precisely when he did so, nor whether others were also
exchanged in this way. However, Habben evidently smuqgled out of
Australia an account of the action between the two ships, which the
German naval stafl used to complete thelr account of the voyage of the
Kormoran,

As a docior, Habben's action station would, presumably, have been ina
sheltered position between decks and 20 he was not an eyewitness to
the events in the report. which he carred. Habben's report, however,
contained details of timings, distances and positions, which could only
have been supphied by Detmers and, unless the doctor had a very good
memory, Detmers must have done so in writing. The German naval staff,
using Detmers’ previous instalments. their own signals intelligence,
Habben's report, and at least one other letter containing details of the
action, which had also reached them from Australia, then completed
Volurne 10, which was published in December 1943, Since it was written
for internal consumption and at a time when many Germans still believed
that they were winning the war. thers would seem to be no reason to lie
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or fabricate within Volume 10, which may therefore be considered a
reliable witness of the events which it deseribes.

Copies of Operationen und Taktik were captured by the British at
the end of World War II and taken to London. They were subsequently
returned to Germany, bul microfiche copies were retained by the Naval
Historical Branch. In addition, a translation o Operationen und Taktik
Volume 10 was made by three Third Officers WRNS, Rampton, Fagg and
Hale and circulated by the Director of Naval Intelligence in August
1945, A copy of the original German document has been located, as
well as the translation. The introductory pages and the account of the
fight with Sydney, according to the Rampton-Fagg-Hale translation, read
as follows:'

Most Secret:
OPERATIONS AND TACTICS

Evaluation of the impartant events in the
naval war

Book 10

The Voyage of the auxiliary cruiser “Ship 41"
(“Kormoran™)

Lieutenant-Commander UOetmers (Commander from
1.4.41)

Berlin, Oecember 1943

Supreme Command of the Nawvy
{Department of war science)
Translated by: 3/0 Ramptaon
Checked by: 3/0 Fagg
3/0 Hale



134 HMAS Sydney 1l

Commissioning Ath October 1940
Commencement of the voyage

@) from Gotenhafen Ird December (940

by from Stavanger gih December 1940
Sinking ot the ship 19th November 1941
Duration of the voyege {from Gotenhafen)
358] days

Sank 10 merchant ships: 56,974 gross

ragistereg tons
Prize ship 1 merchant zhip; 11,309 gross
registersd tons

Sank pr 11 merchant ships: 68,283
captured gross reglistered tons

| cruiser 6,830 tans
[list of contents omitted]
Preface.

The works contained In the series “Operations
and Tactlcs™ dealing wlth the activities of
auxiltary cruisers will keep the men at the
front acquainted with the real course of events
and give them Lhe opportunity of acquiring
valuable {information from the experiences
collected therein towards Lhe furlher war effort.

for the time being the presentation must
principally be confined 1o the dctual reproduction
of the operation and tactical undertakings of
auxiltary cruisers. A critical examipation of
isolated events follows, only whan this was
definitely possible at the time of the happenings.

A reltable final opinion, Dased on all the
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evidence, including that of the enemy. from the
critical historical point of view, must be
reserved for further consideration.

e

Details of "“Ship 41" and her armament

(Formerly motar vessel “Stefermark™ aof the
Hambury-American line, buill in 1938 by Krupps
Joint Stock Co, “"Germania™ Shipyard,)

lonnage: 4400 gross registered tons.
Length: 157m; Beam: 70.2m; Draught: B.8m.
Speed: 18 knots (at the beginning of the voyage).

Driving power: Oiesel-electric, Lwe endines for
two propellers.

0il storage: 5,200 tons,

Potential range: 70,000 nautical miles (at 10
knots)

Armament:

Artillery: - 15cm semi-automatic C/13.

G
2 - 3.7cm A.A. Guns (twin mounted)
2 - adapted 3.7 antl-tank gquns.
5 - 2cm ALA. machine-guns C/30.
Torpedoes: 1 - doubie-tube on each side.

1 - single-tube on each side.
Mines: Ground (TMB) and moared mines (EMC)
Aircraft: 2 “Arado"

Miscellaneous: I L.5. Boat.

o e
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Page 30 of original

The supply ship *Kulmeriand™ which had put out
from Kobe on 3.9 with approximately 4,000 t.
fuel otl, with Tubricating otl, white metal and
victuals encugh for 6 monLhs, was due L0 reach
position "Marius™ sometime after 12.10 (leaving
Mow Jealand and Australla to the East and South)
and she was then to make for the rendeZz-vous
“Sulla™ (27 30’ S. B7* 30" E.) if she had not
encountzred *41™ after a waft of 10 days. This
ship had been ordered, after supplying =Ship
41°, to deliyer the prisoners taken over from
the sameé to the bdlockade breaker “Spreewald”,
and then to return to Japan. She was L0 rendez-
vous “Spreewald™, who was putting out from
*Dairen™ en route for Bordeaux, at the end of
Octaber at a palnt south of the “Friendly lslesg”
(*Balbo”™: 28° 30" S. 15% 2° M,) Nothing of note
during the voyage tc the place of rendez.-vous. A
nartherly course was followed on 9th October as
far as 20° south in the search of the calm
waather, necessary for the cleaning of the ship's
hattom, This work was completed on 12th Detaober.
The ship started on her journgy to “Marfus”.

“Kulmerland', Captaln Pschunder [Pfschunder in the
original German version], came Into sight at 1000 on
16th October.

Both ships moved of f to 300 nautical miles North
and the delivery of oil, victuals, and stores,
as well as the surrender of prisoners was started
gn 1Bth October. These were finlshed on 18th
October. *"This replenishment was very
satisfactory,™ according to the ship's log, "we
received everything that we reguired, Things
had been provided that we had not aven dared to
hope for. Co-operation with “Kulmerland™ was
very good. Captain Pfschundsr put himself heart
and soul fntg this job, with the result that
absolutely no friction occurred.™



CHAFTER FIVE 137

After having received 3,328t. of fuel ofil, “41%
had altogether 4, 4585, of fuel; this means that,
using 20L. per day, it would last until 1.6.42.
The pasition as regards victuals was also assured
up to the same date,

On 26th October the auxilifary cruiser announced
“Kulmerland's"” departure,

This was the last message received in Germany
from “Ship 41",

r‘1 r.u rE
- Sinking of th

The last excerpt from the ship's log, which was
carried home by “Kulmerland™ clnsed on 24.10.1941
with the following entry:

"Thanks to the rapid completion of the
replenishment, [ hope to be back in the
operation area hefore the next new moon
perfod.”

From this i1t is appears that the auxiliary cruiser
returned to the area narth of 20° 5 after
“Kulmeriand's" departure. In actual fact, however,
the Commanding Officer had decided to lay mines
aff Perth, as was shown by the detailed report
of the operation, given by the ship's doctor,
Dr. Habben, who had only recently returned home
on a P.o.w. exchange. Shortly before the carrying
out of this task, however, a message had been
received referring to a convoy, which was supposed
to be setting out from Perth under escart of the
heavy cruiser “Cornwall"™. This report made the
C.0. decide to give up the mining operation off
Perth and change his area of operations northwards
to the vicinity of Sharks Bay.

In this area, in 25° 34" 5 and 111" E, thal is
about 130 nautical miles 5.W. of Sharks Bay,
battle was engaged between the auxiliary cruiser
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and the Australian cruiser “Sydney™, during the
course of which both ships went down,

Naval War Statt recelyed the flrst report of a
navpl hattle In Australian waters on 24,11, On
this day the W/T station &t Sydney transaittad
the request of an uniknown cosmand post ashore Lo
an unknown steamer. “Report delails of battie
ang ship’s name 45 gathered from survivors.” The
reg] story was only learned 5 few days later
from an Admiralty report of 26.11, which was
deciphered on 30.11. Thic reaa as follows:-

Fage 31 of griginal

“Cruiser =Sydney”™ & days averdpe in
Fresmantle. She was returning from escort
duties., Jt is belfeved that she sank an
enemy ralder, but the reports on the fate
af the “Sydney™ are uncertain, A British
tanker lopk off some German naval
personnel from a rubber dinghy, others
were seen in life-haats of which two were
reported to have landed in West Australia.
[t seems that the “Sydney™ was burning
when 1t was last seen by the Germans, ™

As at this time, 30th Nov. there was only one
aux!1ilary cruiser “Ship 41%, still at ses, and
she wds operating in the waters in question, the
auxillary crulser mentloned as having been sunk
by the “Sydney”™ could only refar to this ship.

Here follows the text of the report, mentioned
above, Dy Dr. Habben on Lhe actign:-

At about 1600 hours on November 19th, 1941,
tn & positifan 76 34°'S, and 111°E, the
“Kormoran™ steering a course of 25 at
moderate speed, sighted ahead a plume of
smoke out of which quickly emerged a 1ight
cruicer Dearing directly on the “Kormoran™.



CHAPTER FIVE 139

The auxiliary cruiser turped to port on a
course of 260° , and hurried away from the
cruiser at high speed, steaming 4l 18 knots.
This course was against the sun, sea and
wind. The cruiser took up the chase and
drew near at a speed of 25 knols. There
followed a long exchange of signals during
which Lthe auxiliary cruiser hoisted the Dutch
flag. All signals senl by search-11ight were
answered hy flag, as is the custom in
merchant ships. The commander of the
guxiliary cruiser quite consciously, and
with great calmness, allowed Lhe signal
traffic to develop durfng which time he
either hoisted the flags incompletely or
glse the flag "not understood” in order to
galn time and allow the cruiser to close
within a very short distance, The Commander,
in early deliberations, had envisaged in
theory a situation such as this and he now
put his plan into praclice.

Toward 1730, both ships were steaming at 14
knots on a course of 260%, the distance
aparlt on the beam being 900 metres. “Sydney”
was to starboard of "Kormoran™. The enemy
Commander apparently took the auxiliary
criiser to be completely harmless. The ship's
aircraft, which previously had been swung
out on its catapult, was swung back ani
stopped. Theé guns too, only seemed tao be at
half readiness. The only thing that was
left out during the reciprocal exchange of
signals was the giving af the secret callsign
by the auxiliary cruiser, The answer was an
order to remove camouflage which was carried
out in the record time of & seconds. At
this order the Man of War ensign and the
Commander's pendant were hoisted and the
Dutch flag Towered. The ensign was hardly
broken before the first shot fell from Lhe
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first gun. This fell shart but the second,
¢ salvo from three guns, hit the enemy’s
bridge and contral tower, “Sydney™ fired
her first salyo almost at the same time as
“Kormoran’s" second, hut 1t fel) far beyond
the auxilfary crulser, Kormoran™s third salvo
hit the enasy’s second turret. The roof of
which was Vifted up and prevented the first
turret from swinging. This meant thal the
enemy had oniy his two after turrets
gvailable., The ship"s aircraft, which had
Just been Swung Outl 2nd slarled wp, was
destroyed by a direct hit. After a
corresponding time & torpedo fired from the
“Kormoran™s™ starboard above waler tube hit
“Sydney's™ bows Just in front &f the first
Lturret., The torpedo tare a great hole In
the ship®s side. She sank deeply by the
hows and for a3 moment 1t seemed as f she
were going to break up. This raduced
considerably the speed of the enemy. The
d./cm. anti-tank qun undér the bridye, and
the Z2em, anti-aircraft gun added considerably
to the fire of the heavy guns. Thiey hindered
the enemy from loading the torpedo tubes,
which was continually being attempted, and
from ustng 1ight weapons and evidently caused
many casualties amongst the personnel on
the control positions of Lhe cruiser,

The enemy only answerad our fire with single
shots from the 3rd and 4th turrets, A central
fire control evidently no longer existed.
These turrets succeeded 1n reglistering 3
hits on the “Kormoran™, which regrettably
had serious conseguences.

The Tirst shell went through the Ffunnel,
exploded 1o Teeward; the splinters penetratsd
the W/T room and killed two ratings.
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Page 32 of griginal

The second destroyed the suxilliary crulser’s
holler room and a nearby oll-bunker. The
ordinary and the foam fire extinguishers
were put out of action through the resultant
destruction,

The third demglished the transformers of
the main engine insta)lation.

fhe fourth shot, &4 dud, wounded several
ratings on the third gun, who Tater died
from their injuries.

The results of the hits were serfous. A big
fire broke out in Lhe engine with a great
dea) of smoke and many electrical discharges.
fhrough the loss of the transformers the
mafn engines stoppad charging and Lhe engines
raced furiously. The first engineer, the
electrical engineer and 14 engine room petty
officers and ratings staked everything to
fight the fire and to bring order fnto the
machine installatfons again, They had to
pay for this effort with their lives and
never again came out of the engine room.

Sydney, who through reduction in speed had
settled slightiy astern,’ now tried to ram
from astern the Kormdran who was out of
cantrol . She was prevented In her intention
by well-placed fire, particularly from No.5
gun. Sydney turned round astern of the
Kormordan, and steamed slowly, at about 5 or
6 knots, towards the south. In steaming
away Sydney fired 4 torpedoes from the
starboard tubes, 21l of which missed the
target. The next torpedo passed Kormoran
dbout 150m. astern,

The enemy, whose turrets remained swung
round to the port side, was heavily shelled
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by the artillery of the auxiliary cruiser
whilg she was making off. Salve aftar
salvo hil the ship particularly on the
water 1ine, which was peppered with holes,
The auxiliary crulser’s guns were shooting
&t the rate of 4-5 salvoes per second and
had, by the end of the engagement, fired
500 rounds of incendiary shellsg,

The auxiliary crulser®s arti)lery played
the greatest part 1n wiping cut the enemy.

Toward 1800 hours, as darkness fel!, the
enemy burning flercely with a series of
explosions on board, ran oul of effective
range of the crutser’s guns 104 hm on the
port guarter of Kormoran and disappeared
slowly over the horizon. Towards 2300
another final glare wat seen, IL can be
pssumed Lhat this was the time that the
cruisaer went down,

The fire on board Kormoran heod meanwhile
spread, because 1t was impossible to fight
1t now that the Tire extinguishars had
been destroyed, The crew, except for the
gun crews, were ordered by the Commander
ta abandon ship. As some of the |1 feboats
ware fn the part of the ship that was on
fire, 1t was necessary to use rubber
dinghies and rafts as well as 11fe-hoats
as & mean of saving the crew. In the
fFlrst hatchway were 7 steel 1(fe-boats,
which still had to be lowered overboard.
Thiz entailed special difficulties,
because there was no machinery avallable
to raise the heavy boats. The gun crews
who stayed behind succeeded with tackle
and other aids in getting the boats out
at the hatchway to the railing, where
they were thrown averhoard. The boats
through Ltheir reliability, thelr stability
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fn strong sea, and their good engines,
have particularly proved their worth in
this rescue.

About 20 men were last in the action,
Unfortunately dbout & Turther &0 of the
crew were drowned when abandoning ship,
because a Yarge and crowded rubber dinghy
burst and the crew ware pitched in the
darkness into the rough sea.

While the ship was being abandoned the
fire drew dangerously near to the cargo
of mines. It was necassary for someong
to find out how long personnel could remain
on board untfl there wWas a danger that
the ship would be blown up by its mines.
Rotzin and Urdinary Seaman Schleppergrel)
particularly distinguished themselves in
this connection. It was found that 1t
was unjustifiable to remain any longer
an board.

At 0010 on ZOLh November, therefore, the
Commanding Ufficer ordered his flag and
pendanl to be lowered and pul into the
Captain's 11fehoat.

At 0015 the C.0. 1eft the ship, which at
0035 sank by Lhe stern, Before this, in
one of the magazines which could not have
been properly flooded because the control
had been destroyed, an explosion took
place, and following on this, after the
cargo of mines had detonated, the after
part of the ship blew up in the afr.

fage 33 of original

This successful action on the part of
Kormoran was made possible by several
cardinal mistakes made by the enemy.
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The enemy omitted to stap the ship, which
was to be Investigated. He drew altogether
o0 Ciose to this ship and did not use
his light weapons at all., These
circumstances made it easier for the
Kormoran®s Commander to carrying his
daring plan, which was suddenly tQ attack
the superior cruiser,

During the nlght the wedather freshened
and the boats were driven apart and made
for the Australfan coast in separate
groups. A coastal steamer, which picked
up one life-boat, gave the first news of
the action, The news set in motion an
extensive search by the Australian Navy
and Air Force, The search had a gratifying
success, 1n that all the life-bpats and
rafts of Kormgran were found, Of the Sydney
not one survivor ar the slightest hit of
wreckage has ever been found (Footnote:
Tha ship had 3 crew of 42 officers and
603 men). Kormoran's aslounding success
was nol belieyad in Australfa. In the
opinion of Australian specialists the
Kormoran was co-operating with & U-boat
and ft was the U-boat, which was
responsible for sinking the cruiser. The
crew have been well-trested in captivity
Dy the Australians and they have kept
alive in 1ts old vigour the good spirit
af the cruliser,”™

One of the officers writes as follows about the
battle and the subsequent voyage to the Australian
cantinent:-

“a) The climax and conclusion of our voyage
came with the sinking of the Australian
crufser Sydney on 19.11.41 (Day of Prayer
and Repentancel. We had to abandon our



CHAPTER FIVE 145

burning ship, After we had succeeded, in
spite of the difficulties, in saving the
survivors, including the wounded, by use
pf life-saving equipment, nearly everyane
pfther reached the coast, or was plcked
up by ships., Tn the hattle itself we had
fortunately very few losses.

My cutter, which, Tike the others, was
grossly overladen, landed about 80 km.,
north of Carnarvon (West Australia) after
a dangerous voyage full of privations
lasting b days. The boat was B.5 metres
Tong, 2.8 metres wide and had a crew of
57 man, That meant alternaté standing
and sitting, with the result that lying
down was out of the question.

b) Vvoyage fn a lifeboat 1in constant
danger enduring Lhe grealest mental and
physical hardships: an overcrowded boat,
of which the edge was only Jjust out of
the water, packed in like herrings (for
8 days, no possibility of movement, no
lying down and as good as no sleepl. At
Limes, one took part in the uninterrupted
job of bailing out Lthe water, always wet
through, Pburned by the sun by day, by
nlght shivering with cold, on very
restricted rations (a few small pleces
of "Ship's"™ biscuits, a little bacon, a
mug of 1iquid), so difficult to relieve
oreself Lhat the majority desisted. A
stormy night and dawn, after that an
unfavourahle wind which drove us away
from land: in danger of getting too far
to the north into the desert region, where
the pilot, Hans Bertram, nearly perished,
[it seemed that this had occurred as we
approached the coast). There were great
difficultias too, In navigating; using
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an improvisad rudder and sailing Lackle,
Many of the ¢rew were delirious. Health
anly suffered as a result af sunburn and
as a result of privations and badly swollen
feet, so that in the beginning walking
was impossible for many. There were,
however, anly isolated cases of parmanent
damage to health, Danger of the delirious
Jumping overboard., The boat tapded raughly
100km, north of Carparvon.”

After “Ship 41°s" log had arrived in Germany,
the Naval War 5taff made the following statement
about the wvoyvage of the auxiliary <rufser
(Footnote: 1/Naval War Staff 17458/42 Top Secret
of 30.5.42.):

*The present ship's log gives a complete
picture ot the whale operation, 1n which
only the last three weeks are missing,
It will only be possible to give more
details about this when the Commanding
Officer and crew return from Imprisonment,

Page 34 of original

“Ship 41's" aperation 1% an excellently
carried out undertaking. The conclusion
of this with the sinking of an Australian
cruiser deserves special mention as this
deed is probably unique in the history
of the war. The Commanding Officer shows
great Insight in his judgement of all
operational and tactical questions in the
sphere of auxiliary cruiser warfare, and
Ted his ship to great success.

The final result 1s: 11 ships with a
total of 68,274 G.R.T. sunk as well as
the Australian cruiser "Sydney"™, of
B,830 tons.
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for the sinking of the Australiam crujser.
|t was possible to save a4 large majority
¥ the crew by careful seamanlijke

leadership, and they are now in Australia
imprisonment. The Australian cruiser went

down with all hands.

The Commanding OfTicer has been decorated
by the Filhrer and Supreme Commander with
the Knight's Cross and with the Lron Cross

For his .__|:|_:,'_-|||:|ill__j 1--;1-1-_4|<_P':|:- when

commanidi ng the auxtliar Y Cruilser arter
.I.”_: 'f-':"'!:'"-“_-l - F T|'I|'— :'I'lli'-\r"l' ":J'y'n-l"'ll“"r'“..

1

0-0-0
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After the loss of ships “41™ and “16" on 19 and
21.11, and aftar the return home of “4bL" on the
30.11, there were no more auxfliary cruisers in
fareign waters. {(Footnate: “Ship 10™ sev sail on
her second voyage from the Gironde on 14.1.1942
as second ship of the “Sccond Wave™ (the First
was "Ship 41")). Operations In forefgn walers
were thus completely suspended for the time being
[Footnpte: The altempt of the cruiser *LOtzow"
to get away in July 1941 also failed, and the
cruiser “Admiral Sheer”™ was held back on the
most varied political grounds. . The reason for
this was not to be found in the loss of the two
aforesaid auxiliary cruisers, of which *“ship
16" anyway was on the return vovage after more
than 600 davs at sea, but rather the fact that
after the successful Taunching of “Ship 41" 4
year hefore (3,12.40) i1 was not possible to
maintain & regular supply of these ships after
the first auxiliary crulser wave, on account of
a repeated pastponement of completion dates for
auxtlfary cruisers which were in process of being
armed .,

When Operationen und Taktik, Volume 10 was read in the Admiralty it
attracted little interest. The Director of Naval Intelligence thought “Pages
33 to 37 contain further details of the action with H.M.A.S. "SIDNEY”
|sic] but do not throw a great deal more light on the matter..”.’ The
Director of Gunnery read the account “with interest” but thought it
added little to Battle Summary No. 13.* The Director of Tactical and
Staff Duties thought “This is an interesting account which may be used
to supplement Battle Summary No. 13, C. B. 3081{5) ... The Committee
on Life-Saving may be interested in the remarks an the value of the
steel lifeboats ... % * And on & January 1946 the docket containing
Volume 10 was downgraded from ‘Secret’ to Confidential’

Dr Habben’s newspaper story

On 13 August 1944, the Volkischer Beobachter published an account
apparently by Habben of the action between Kormoran and Sydney. At
least one copy of this newspaper was bronght back to Australia by
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been in a sheltered position between decks. Certainly the internal
evidence of hic newspaper story indicates that he was not an eyswitness
and must therefore have relied for his story on what he had learned
from others after the event. Waterhouse's transiation of Dr Habben's
arcount reads’

MW THE *CORMORAN™ SANK THE ~SYDMEY®

The First German reporl of the dramatic final
gngagement of the auxiliary cruiser “CORMORANT.

The fight between the auxillary crulser
“CORMOAANT and the Australian crulser *“SYDNEY™
in the Indfan Ocean [n November, 1941, stands
out amongst the feals of German ratders in this
war. For the first time an auxillary crulser,
namely & converted merchant ship (formerly the
Fast Asia frefghter “STEIERMARK"} succepded in
sinking a regular cruiser, the Australlan Crulser
“OYONEY™ much superior in armament and speed
which had had B8 engagements in the Mediterranean
and had sunik gn Jralian cruiser and destroyer,
sank with all hands under the flire of the
auxiliary German crulser, The seversly damaged
“CORMORAN™ had to be bLlown up but the majority
of 1ts (rew regched Lhe Australian coast.

There the loss of the “SYDNEY™ created the
grzatest sensatfon, for the cruiser was the
best known ship of the Australian fleet. It
carried on the tradition of the c¢rulser of the
same name Lo the one which the glorious crulser
“EMDEN" succumbed 1n 1914, The Australians had
called the new crufser “SYDNEY™ the “LUCKY SHIP™
and 1t was now destined to succumb to the German
duxiliary cruiser “"CORMORAN™ which for its part
was connected through 1ts name with the "EMDEN"
tradition, For its predecessor “CORMORAN" had
been an auxilfary crulser converted ogut of the
first prize ship taken by the old “EMDEN."
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Only now do we have before us the flrst report
on the dramaetic fina) Fight of the new “CORMORANT.
The former second physicidn of the auxiliary
cruiser “CORMORAK™, Staff Surgeon Doctor HUBBEMN
[actually Habben. of course] has réturned home from
imprisonment in Australia owing Lo an exchange
of prisgners of war belonging to the medical
seryices. We here publish his report which is
the first detalled account in Germany of the
haroic Tinal fight of the “CORMORAN™ sfter almost
4 yoar's successful crulse in the Atlantic and
Indian Ocean.

The *“CORMORAN" had, 1in its opperations up to
date, accounted for and sunk approximately 71,000
gross tons of enemy merchant shipping besides
capturing about /00 prisoners, After a short
interruption of 1ts cruise to provision and Lake
in fuel our Commander resolved in November, 1941,
on 3 new thrust towards the Australfan coast.
When on the afternoon of NHovember the 19th we
were about 130 nautfcal miles west of Shark
Bight the not unusual siren sounded about 16
hours. Everyone automatically grasped his Vifebelt
and hurried to his fighting station. Judging by
the ship®s nofses the engines were soon going at
top speed. At first the word passed “funnels
ahead fn sight to starboard.” A few minutes
later 3 message passed through the ship from the
Commander =il I3 a crulser”. We were thus
confrontad with a far suparior foe, Everyone now
knew It was a question of life or death. The
Commander, a lean Erisfan figure, 1ssued his
orders from the bridge with iron composure, His
plan was clear from the beginning. He achieved
everything that he had already prepared in 2
quiet hour for such an emergency. Meanwhile the
enemy had approached to a clonse proximity and
was now steaming 4 parallel course Lo us on the
starboard side. We were steaming under camouflage.
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But when the enemy asked us for the secret signal
our commander had to show his true colours. This
reply was a great surprise to the Australian
crufser “SYDMEY™ for &t the same mament by
haisting the German war flag the praviously
innocant looking merchant ship was Lransformed
into 3 warship and with 1ightning speed fire was
opened from our decascuflaged guns. AL the very
first salvo direct hits were made on the
“SYONEY' <™ main guns, the bridge was repeatedly
severely hit and both turrets were put out of
action and the aircraft which was just ready to
Loke off were blown wp. Only in the beginning
was our ensmy in the position to fire a complate
salvo, but 7t was wide of 1ts aim and passed
over us. Owing to well aimed fire of 1ight guns
it was not possible for him to fire his torpedoes.
On the other hand, we succeeded In the first
stage of Lhe fight in scoring a dlirect hit with
a torp=do in the frant of the ship which ripped
a large hale 1n 1t side <0 Lthat the front of the
ship seemad almosl undermingd and the speed of
our opponent afterwards seemed to be considerably
reduced. After Its firing emplacumunt bad been
put out af action the cruiser =SYDNLEY™ was anly
st11) able to fire single shots from fts third
and fourth turrets. By this msans 1t stil) scored
three hits on us which unfortumately made owr
fire extinguishing apparatus wuseless and soon
Ted to an extensive fire in the enging room
which Tater spread Lo the superstructure, [n the
further course of the fight, the *SYDNLY" inm
addition, attempted to ram us from behind but
was prevented by well aimed fire from our guns.
She now veered to port and fired another fan of
four torpedoes at us but the torpedoes all passed
close to our stern. Ihe fight was then ended at
the beginning of dusk as the speed of our enemy
diminished.
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The “SYDNEY™ disappeared behind the harizon at
18 hours, burning amidships and flaring up with
pccasional explosions. al 23 hours the final
glow was observed. It 1s to be assumed that this
point of fire marked the end of tha Australian
cruiser.,

According to accounts of our artillery officer
the “CORMORAN" fired over Four hundred shots at
the enemy. [t is estimated that she scored from
180 to 200 hits. Besides the large hple made in
the front of the ship made with the torpedo bit,
@ large number of hits were scored above and
below the water 1ine so that the “SYDNEY" must
hayve been fipally almest riddled. Our gunners
had Tired salvoes with a rapldity they never
previpusly ragched. With evident enthusiasm they
fired fraom the barrels for all they were worth.

Meanwhile aur ship could not be manoeuvred on
account of a hit in the engine room and on
account of the spread of the fire, The commander
accordingly immediately ordered the ship to be
abandoned by all except the gunners who left In
the last boats, Shortly before midnight the
commander ordered the ship Lo be blown up. After
applying charges of explosive he left his ship
in the Tast 11feboat. Teén minutes later a
tremendous explosion accompanied by a gigantic
column of fire rent the stern in pieces, Our
proud “CORMORAN" thus sank 1n a few seconds with
bow erect in the depths of the Indian Ocean.
With our ship we lost gighty faithful comrades.
The rest of gur crew after a journgy of 6 to B
davs in 1ifehpats and every conceivable adventure
became prisoners of war 1n Australia, For definite
reasons neither our commander or our énemy sent
out wireless messages. Thus it is to be explained
that the Australian Navy anly heard of the events
on the fourth day after Lthe fight from survivors
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of our crew and finally Torced Lo |admit] thatl the
“SYOMEY™ was a total loss. Not & single plece of
wreéckage was found. The sgarch of the wholie of
the West Australian coest resuited only 1n the
salvage of the “CORMDRAN® 11feboats containing
BOS of the crew of the “CORMORAN®,

The sudden disappeargnce of the “SYDKLY™ caused
grest panic Tn Australfa. At first an attempt
wai ®made to keep the affair secret a2 lang 3s
possible. Bit 3s soon 35 total Tose could mot be
concegled the néwspaper:s published & complete
i1st of the crew With a photograph of the commander
Captatn Burnett, The crew comprised «idty officers
anil 31x hundred petty bDEficers and crew and now
an end has been made ot the dream of 8 “Luck
Shig™ and tha “SYONEY-FMNEN™ tradition.

o doubt the statements of our crew at first
geem quite incredible to the Australians,
Commander and crew of the “KDRMORAN™ may be
proud af thelr victary awar 4 far superior foe
Lhe “SYDMEY™, Even 1F 10 was only an eplsode In
Lhe greal evenlts of the war, L was sthll an
unlgue eyent 1n naval history that an guxiltary
cruiser should totally destroy 4 valuable crulser.

Frigate Captain DETMERS was decorated by the
Fuhrer with the lron Cross.

Detmers's ‘Action Report’ and the ‘Engine Room Log’

In January 1945, Detmers. with some others of his crew, escaped from
prisoner-of-war camp, and was on the run for a week. When he was
recaptured on 18 January he was found to be carrying, coded in a
German-English Dictionary, two accounts of the fight with HMAS Sydney.
These were an ‘Action Report’, a form of log, and an ‘Engine Room Log',
and several copies of these documents have survived in the same place
in the archives. The report and log seem to have been written up soon
after the action. perhaps 2 few days after the event when Detmers had
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learned the name of the Sydney. Why he kept this primitive version and
why, during his years in prisan, he did not write up a fuller account, is
not clear. As noted above, Habben had lelt Australia in 1943 with a
copy of this account or some similar document when he was repatnated.

Nevertheless, when these documents were read in London, once more
the naval stafl were unimpressed. The Director of Naval Intelligence
minuted "... attached are pages 2 to 6 inclusive of a somewhat incoherent
account of H.M.A.S. SIDNEY's [sic] last action which was found on the
person of the Captain of the German Raider "KORMORAN" who has been
captured ... °'

ACTION REPORT
26.10.41.

Detached KULMERLAND, Drew away to westward
to effect alterations to engines. Exchange
of nos, 1 and 2 engines.

(four figures omitted)

Midday: sighted an American, turned away.
thepn effected alterations. Alterations
completed by (four figure omitted). Trial
run without trouble. Proceeded on agent's
way, as still time before new moon, Intend
to be off PERTH by then. Report on CORNWALL
with convoy of f Cape LEEUWIN course west.
Altered course to NE In consequence.

Intention: investigation of codst off
SHARKS BAY.

Wednesday 19.11.

Course 25, Speed 11; 26.34 South, 111
East. 55F 3 to 4, 5ea 3 medium swell from
SW. Very clear,
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1555

1600

1605

1645

1740

Look pul JANSEN reports sailing ship in
sight on port bow, bearing approx. 20°
true. Report corrected currently to 2
safling ships, several vessels, 2 smoke
clouds, apparently escort.

Alarm. Turned away to port on to 260.
Full speed ahead.

Cruiser made oput, fdentified as PLERTH
Class, on course South. Course 250 inte
the sun. Approach of darkness not due
before 1900. Producing large guantities
of smoke ourselves. Fngine room reports:
No. 4 engine out of order. Speed therefare
approx. 14 knots.

Cruiser turns towards; range over 150hm.
Approaches slawly making “NNJ™ repeatedly
on searchlight, Hoist signal for STRAAT,
Appreciate sftuation and make decision.

No. 4 engine running again on B cylinders.,
Speed 14 maintained. At 80hm ceased
measurement with three metre range finder,
for reason of disguise, continued ranging
with 1.35 metre rangefinder. Continual
signailing. Cruiser approaches slowly on
the starboard quarter showing narrow
silhouette,

Report on ROD metres Q00 STRAAT EIFS.
PERTH radio repeats and requests further
report 1 necessary.
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1715
Crutser draws away an starboard beam 90hm
distant.

1725
Morse signal in (MAKS): HOTST YOUR SECRET
CALL, Further delay can only make
situation warse. (Cruiser) stops engines,
thus has not the least suspicion.
Therefore

1730

Removal of disguise, Dulch flag struck.
War flag flies over from main mast, Time
Laken 6 seconds, Guns and Lorpedo given
permission to fire. Enemy drops slowly
astern,

¢ torpedoes inclination 80, speed 14,
point of aim bow and stern. Alsp slow
alteration to 260 so as not to interfere
with guns. First salvo single shot short,
Gun range 13, Second salvo, Third fourth
fifth, up 400. About 4 seconds Tater scores
hit on bridae and control position,
followed immediately by full salvo from
enemy, over, no hits. Then approx. 2
salvoes at & second finterval., Hit
amidships, aircraft, bridge. Correction
for deflection left between forward
turrets. A/A MG's and starboard 3.7
effective against bridge, torpedo tubes
and A/A armament, Up to fifth salvo no
reply, then *C' turret well and fast.
Hits in funnel and engine room, ‘0" turret
only two or Lhree salvoes, all of them
aver. *A' and 'B' turrets no longer
(Firing). At about eighth or ninth salvo
torpeda hit forward of *A' and 'B' turrets.
Torpedo passed short distance ahead.
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[Bows]'* almost compietely submerged. Courss
260 maintained since torpedo tubes nol
manned because of A/4 MG fire. knemy turns
sharply towards, Course and speed
maintained to get clear. Top of *B" Lurret
flies overboard, further nits torward.

1/3b approx.

Enemy passes astara in unfavourable
position for firing his torpedoes. Thick
smoke caused by fire ip engine roem
conceals enemy from the bridge. A/A
Control Officer continues with stern
armament range approx. 40hm, Enemy's guns
pafnting to [poert], his A/A 15 not manned.’

1745 approx.,

Turned away to port in order to destroy
enemy completely. Shortiy afterwards
revolutions drop rapidly, no communicatiaon
with engine room. S3imultaneously four
torpedo tracks. Hold course because
gquestignable whether engines would make
the turn and tracks deviate well astern.
Course 240, (Torpedoes) passed short
distance astern. Simultanecusly engines
break down. LENSCH reports engine room
and all fire-extinguishing apparatus
completely out of order. Order to try
and get at least one engline working.From[?]

1750 approx.

Gunnery control working again from forward
pasition with whole battery at &0hm.
SIDNEY,™ course south slow speed, On fire
from bridge to after funnel. Constant
further hits.

1800 approx.

Single torpedo at /Ohm inclination 80,
speed 5. Miss astern,
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still working can thus be manned. Only
small quantity of smoke in mine hold.
Both boats Trom no. 2 hatch.

£330 approx,

Both lowered, one with 5% (pen). Explosive
charge In part forward gfl tank,

2355
Smoke increasing heavily on mining deck.

2400
Patd aff. Touchad off charge, 1ast boat
cast off.

0035
Hines explode. Ship sinks rapidly stern
firse.

The ‘Engine Room Log’

The ‘Engine Room Log’ appears to be largely consistent with the ‘Action
Report’, the minor difference being that in the log the order to abandon
ship seems to have been recorded rather earlier than in the ‘Action
Report’ This is explicable because the bulk of Kormoran's men were
indeed given the order between 1900 and about 2100, while the guns’
crews stayed until about 2330.%

ENGINE ROOM LOG
19.11.41

Speed 11 knots. Nos, 1 and 4 éngines on
propulsion, na. 3 engine on ship's supply.
On Watch Warrant Engineer LENSCH and two
Stoker P.0."s

1555
Alarm, DOrder from bridge: AVl engines

ready for maximum spesd, No. 2 endine
turned on to propulsion.
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1600

M1 watches at sction stations:

1st Watch at working stations, Warrant
Engineer NAGCL.

Znd Watch at damage control stations,
Warrant Engineer LENSCH.

3rd Watch engine room action parties,
Warrant Engineer MITZLAFF.

1602

Report to bridge: Engines ready for
maximum speed

1604

Report to bridge: Ne. 4 engine aut of
order by reason of piston running hot,
medium speed therefore approx. 14 knots,

On the attempt to increase the load of
the engines, no. 4 main engine hecame
unserviceable owing to piston 7 running
hot. The engine was stopped forthwith,
the damaged piston slung, the connecting
rod removed and the valve gear
disconnected,

1635 approx.

Enging could be put to propulsion again
on 8 cylinders. Ships thus again ready
faor maximum speed,

1715
Damage control centre shifted from
starbpard gangway 1o port gangwady, as
being probably away from the firing,
1730

Order from bridge: Remove disguise,
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1735 approx,

1245

Several hits In msin engine rgom. One
shell tare the forparg tank bulkhead of
the engine room hadly open. A thick jJet
of burning fuel ol poured Into Lhe room,
which was rapialy tilled with opaque
secke. The main fire eatinguisher pipe
was puniciured on eitker side of Lhe engine
room, a2t Lhe same L1mE [he ohole foam
catinguisher plant wnich hmad bLEen
transferrad To the slarboard side went
oul of ection. An paplosigon on the
starboard zide rengered the transfarmers
unserviceable, théreby putting the
dlectrics]l excitation for main generstars
and propulsion sotors out af actiog. The
whoie of the maln endglne Installatfon
was thus out of 4ction,

Report to bridge: Engine instaliation
unserviceahle by enemy action, veéry heavy
smoke, query may personnel Tesve engine
rogm? Qrder from bridye: [eave enging
room. By thiz time onily na, 2 electric
Installation was In arder, The attempt
by the Chfef Plumbar Lo get pressurs fn
Lthe fire extinguisher pipe from Lhe power
unit In the propulsion motor room falled,
a5 pressyre dropped Immediately in the
damaged pipe.

Sentor Stoker on walch reports verbally
to C.0. on the pbrigge. At this time the
engines failed. £.0. orders 10 tlry and
gel one engine working at least. Al)
attempts to penetrate into engine room
fatled, First Ratchkeeping Officer passed
order from C.0. by telzphone from Damage
Control Centre to Enginesr (fficer 1n



CHAFTER FIVE 163

Cantrol poasition. Engineer Officer replied
that Lhe order could nol be carried out
and crews pf cantral pesition, Engineer
OFflcer (corrupt passage) two P.0."s and
two stewards were suffocating. Shortly
afterwards control position ceased to
report. First Watchkeeping Officer
reported to L.0.: engine room finmally
out of action and no further communication
with contrnl position,

Attempts Lo save crew of control position
failed. Only one P.0., Stoker, P.O,
HAHNERT, suceeed In escaping from the
control position, He states he saw the
cantrol position watch killed by a sudden
burst af fire while trying unsuccessfully
Lo open the hatch of the splinter grating.
Order From £.0.: all hands to abandon
ship.

Detmers’s biography

Detmers published his own account, which was translated into English
in 1959, A copy is held in the Admiralty Library in Whitehall, but it
contains no marginalia (as other books in the library do) and no clue as
to the librarian's view of Detmers’ account.

The German timetable

The above reports have been analysed by the author and the results are
tabulated in Annex B. While agreeing that other constructions with
some variations and are possible, the author considers that, allowing
for discrepancies which have been introduced hy the process of ciphering
and deciphering, and by different translaters, the written German reports
are probably bazed on the same source, and that this source 15 a copy of
the documents found an Detmers,

However, twe potentially significant discrepancies have been noted,
both, apparently, the result of mistranslation or mistranscription:

a. The English translation of Detmers' ‘Action Report’ in ADM 1/188499
says that at 1730 Sydney’s “stern almost completely submerged”
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but the deciphered German text before translation says “Vorsteven
taucht fast voellig™ i.e. in English “Stem (or bows) almost fully
submerged”. The corrected transtation then tallies with the German
naval staff’'s 1943 account of the battle in Operationen und Taktik
Volume 10 which says “Das Vorschiff tauchte tief ¢in™ and this is
comectly translated as “She sank deeply by the bows™.

b. Similarly, the archive copy of the decrypt of ‘Action Report” contains,
and nearly all subsequent analyses repeat. the mistranslation that
Sydney’s quns were pointed to starboard. If so0. Sydney's guns would
have been pointing at the enemy a5 she passed across its stemn and,
if in local control, might have been expected to blast the German
from close range. However, the aonginal German of the ‘Action Report’
states that Sydney’s guns were pointing to port: in German “..
Gegnergeschutze zeigen Bb ...” Bd’ is the German abbreviation for
‘Backbord’, that is larboard or port: =0, in English this should read
"o enemy guns to port ...” This is confirmed by Volume 10, which
says in German, ~... Die Gegner, dessen TUrme nach seiner
Backbordseite ..." or “.. the enemy. its guns pointing to his port
side ...” Thus the statement. made in a number of official Australian
and British analyses, that Sydney's X and Y turrets were still in
action after she had crossed Kormoran's stern is doubtful. ™



CHAPTER FIVE 65

Notes

1 OPERATIONS AND TACTICS. PRO: ADIM 1/18894, ff. 10-15, &1-6.
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4 Minute, 14 Octobar 1945, ibid.

L Minute, 8 November 1945, ihid.

fi Letter, Secretary Naval Board to Secretary of the Admiralty, December

1945, PRO: ADM 1/19442,

Minute, 20 February 1946, ibid.

‘Cutting from German Newspaper. ihid,

9 ‘Action Report’, 7 August 1945, PRO: ADM 1/18299, . 70-1.

10 See last paragraph of this chapter: the English translation in ADM 1/
18899 gives "stern”, but the German says "Vorsteven taucht fast voellig”
L.e. in Enalish “Stem (o1 bows) almost fully submerged”. The word
changed is shown in the square brackets,

11 See last paragraph of this chapter: the German says “Gegnergeschutze
zeigen Bd" or “enemy quns [pointing| to port™. The word changed is
shown in the square brackets,

12 The use af Sydney’s name at this point indicates that this part of the
report at least was written up some days after the event and after
Detmers had learned the name of his opponent.

13 ‘Engine Room Log’ ., 7 August 1945, PRO: ADM 1/18899, f, 72

14 ‘Report on Loss of HMAS SYDNEY', 12 February 1942, Section &,
paragraph 10. PRO: ADM 199/736,
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6 London’s Analysis and the
Official Historian’s Research

No first hand accounts of the loss of HMAS Sydney nor any type of
enquiry Into her loss have been found in the British archives. There are,
however, different types of accounts, which are all second and even
third hand. These accounts consist of:

W Appreciations of events based on the first signals from Australia
reporting Sydney overdue, and subsequent wartime analysis of events
{see Chapters 2 and 9).

B Reports based on the interrogation of German prisoners of war, which
were analysed in and forwarded from Australia by signal and letter
{see Chapter 4).

B Captured German documents postwar (see Chapter ).

B The official histonian's analysis of events written in the 1950s, and
his re-visit of the subject in the 1970s.

Raider intelligence

The first widespread acknowledgement by the Admiralty that something
might be seriously amiss with Sydney was on 25 November, the day
after the first signal from ACNB about their concerns for Sydney and the
day after the first entry in the Naval War Diary (see Chapter 2). The
medium for this acknowledgment was in a signalled intelligence
summary, with a wide internal and external distribution, concerning
enemy raiders. Without giving explanation or comment, the signal gave
two widely separated possible positions for Schiff 41 or Raider G on 6
November 1941 and on about 20 November, Clearly at the time of writing
the signal the name of Raider ¢, Kormoran, was not properly known;'

MOsT SECRLT MESSAGL  2229A/25th November
C.in C. Home Fleet, 332, Date 25.11.41
N.S.H.Q, Ortawa, 73

New Zealand Nave! Board, /736.
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Britman, 587.

F.D.C. North Atlantic, 426,

€. 1n C. South Atlantic, 464,
N.O.17¢c Simonstown, 117

R.A. South American Division, 553.
C. In C. America A West Indies, 291.
Austraiian Commonwealtn Nava! Board, 161
€. in C. China, 427.

C. In C. East Indies, 921.

Al USHA

SPENAVOD

Kaval Cypher (D).

From Admirallby

RITE. ALIDAC.

My 1550R&/12.

1.H.M.5. DEVONSHIRE sank enemy supply ship which
was similar Lo and may have been Raider 16 (L)
in 04° 02°S. 180" 29°W. at 11051/22. As ship
was Tuelling U-Boat, survivors had to be left
in rafts and lifeboats, Did not reply fire
but made R distress message as from Dutch
POLYPHEMUS and endeavoured to 2scape under
very efficient smoke screen,

2. Atrcraft sighted vessel course 090" of f Bijon,
Spain, 23/9, Ship either returning blockade
runner or possibly Raider 45 (B) which she
resembled, and which 15 not thought to have
previousiy returned,
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3. On 16411 V.5, EXCAMBRION sighted unidentified
vessel in 36 52'N. 21* 43'W course, South.
0ld-fashioned 3 island type straight bow
counter stern but squat funnel, Deck cargo of
crates, but appeared light, Possibly outward
bound blockade runner or supply ship.

4. H.M.A.S.SYDNEY overdue at Fremantle since
20711 from Sunda Straits area and her nogn-
appearance 15 causing anxiety. At 0700/24
TROCAS in 24° 06'S. 111" 40'F. picked up 25
German Maval suryivors from CORMORON, which
they said had been sunk by a8 crulser. CORMORON
may be corruption for KAMERUN ar possibly
nickname of Raider 41 (G) last located in
South Atlantic in May 1941 with Raijder 16.
She may have operated in Galapagos area in
August.

5.U.5. ship sighted identified ship in 03°S
177°FE on 6/11. Description fits Raider 41
(G).

6. Greek MARY LIVANDS made ( distress message at
1230/22 when South of Madgascar. AL 2040722
she made R distress messdge, Both messages
cancelled, but not yet whether genuine. Ship
due Lourenco Marques 25/11.

7.0LGA TOPIC arrived Tguigue. Reported attack
probably false,

2229A725

0.D.1.C.

{Green Line 8)
Approved A.C.N.S. (F),

The Admiralty's first appreciation

The next acknowledgment that HMAS Sydney had been in any sort of
action with a German raider appears to have been in a general signal on
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16 Docember 1041 to Commanders-in-Chief and others, giving the
Admiralty's appraciation of three incidents that year, one in May and
two in December. This signal was later reprinted nearly verbatim as an
appendix te the Battle Summary Ne. 13. The signal did not mention the
fate of Sydney-

Secret
Cypher Message
1.0.0.1618A.716/12/41
From Admiraity

Tg C-in-C.H.F. C-In-C.W.&. 981 F.D.C.N.A. 2
L., Force H 298 C dn €, Med, 40 B 3 C-9n-

(.5.A. 17T C-in-C. A L. 81,806 C-In-£.E.1. 314
C-in-C.L.F. 614 A.C . H.8., 333 K.Z.K.B. 820.
Cypher D Muthod W/T

Originator's instructians T.0.R. 0900717712
NITE.

Analystis of encounters with enemy merchant
ralders by H.M. 5. CORNWALL on Ath May 1941 1in
Indian Qcean, H.M.A.5. SYDNEY off west
Australian Coast on 19th Hovember and H.M,S.
DEVONSHIRE in South Atlantic on 22Znd November
brings out the following points: .

(a) RECOGHMITION

L, WM. S CORNWALL's raldger reported herself
as {LEDR) TAMERLANE who was not on station.

7. H.M.A.S. SYDNEY's ralder replied to a
thallenge that she was steamship STRAAD
MALELYKKA, who had that day left Betra.

3. H.M.S. DEYONSHIRE's ralder reported
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herself as 5.5, (PGUS) POLYPHEMUS then in
New York.,

Comment: -

4. Enemy rafders will always disguise
themselves and use appropriate name in any
signal whether by an RRRR message on 500
kc/s or reply to a challenge.

5. In No tR) Mo case so far has disguise
adopted been such as should have deceived
Commanding Officers had they trusted the
negative intelligence that information of
the ships movements had not been reported
to them,

6. Positive information of British Allied
and U.S. Merchantmen from Admiralty or S.0.'s
(1) 19 sufficiently accurate and positive
information of neutral vessels by local war
trade reporting afficers should be
sufficiently accurate to enable C.0%s to be
kept informed of positions of all non-enemy
ships they may meet. C-in-C"s should ensure
that ships information and plotting table
organisation can achieve this.

th) CHALLENGE PROCEDURE

Merchanl ship recognitivn procedure laid
down 1n recognition manual and N.C.5.1, 371
fdocs not appear to have been used. This s
now only applicable to the Red Cnsign and
some Dutch ships but arrangements are in
hand for its extension to the United States
and 411 Allied shipping,

tc) IACTICS

There is & possihility the C.0.5 under-
esLimate offensive power of raiders.

They should be warned that enemy raiders
are aften powerfully armed with guns and
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torpedoes and 1f fitted with modern R,D.F,
may be able to open fire even at long ranges
with great accuracy.

{a) U-BOATS

C.0.s should be warned that all eneny vessels
throughout the world may be accompanied by
l-boats and that the merchant vessel's
tartics will be designed to lead British
ships towdrds U-boats,

The warning to commanding officers

In at least one case the CinC made a prAcis of the Admiralty’s general
message and sent it out to the ships under his command. (The précis
was necessary to preserve cipher security: though it was a hreach of
that security to file both signals together). It can be presumed that
other CinCs acted likewise. Thus the CinC South Atlantic to the South
Africa Squadron:’

The Tollowing facts emerge from three recent
engagements between H.M, Ships and Enemy Armed
Merchant Haiders,

(A) RECOGNLVION.

L Raiders must be expected to be disquised
and will use a name suitable to the disguise
in reply to any signal or {f an RERR message
is made.

2. Disgulse should be penetrated without
difficulty providing information of shipping
movements as recelved 1s relied upon to
show that no such ship should be in position
of encounter.

3. Information of movements of British Allied
and Neutral shipping passed to ships is
sufficiently accurate to enable merchant
ship plot to be kept, which should show all
merchant shipping 1ikely to be encountered,
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(B) CHALLENGING.

Chal lenge procedure in accordance with NCSI
371 and recognition manual was not used in
these encounters. This procedure is shortly
betng extended to 41l allted shipping and
should assist identification.

{C) TACTICS

1. It must be borne in mind that every merchant
ralder possesses & powerful armament of both
guns and torpedoes and are capable of
accurate fire at long ranges.

Z. 1t shoulq always be suspecled Lhal U-Bpats
may be in company with any enemy vessel
encountered and that an endsavour wlll be
made to lead the intleércepling ship towards
Lhese U-Bpats.

Battle Summary No. 13 -

Actions with Enemy Disquised Raiders

The frst comprehensive British account of the action between HMAS
Sydney and the Kormoran is contained in Battle Summary No. 13 - Acfinns
with Enemy Disguised Raiders, published in 1942 (See Annex C). Several
battle summaries were written during and just after WWII, They were
classified ‘Confidential’ and distributed as Confidential Books or CBs,
though post-war all were downgraded to ‘Restricted’ and recategorised
as Books of Reference or BRs. Later in WWII, the information contained
in battle summaries was extracted into another CB called Fighting
Experience. Battle summaries were anonymous staff histories written
by desk officers in the Historical Section of the Admiralty soon after
the events described though, usually, with a little more knowledge than
the commanders of the actions portrayed. They were intended to convey
the unvarnished truth, good and bad, about vanious engagements, and
for others to draw lessons learned from encounters with the enemy.
Exceptionally, the name of the author of Battle Summary No. 17 is
known, because ). H. Lioyd Owen, from the Historical Section. Admiraity,
wrote to Roskill in August 1950
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In reply Lo your niote of yesterday, T am able
Lo cornfirm Lhal Lhe Cdplain of Lhe Cornwdll
in May 14941 was P.C.W. MANWARING. When | wrote
BR.1736(5) I originally included his name,
bul ay you surmise, omilied L from the final
draft on account of Admiralty critictiam. As
far as 1 remember, Manwaring said in his report,
rather foollishly 1 think, that he had & guilty
conscience for approaching to withinm 10,500
vards of the enemy. The £. in L. Fast Indies
was very critical and the Admiralty echoed
his criticism, but sent their remarks direct
to Manwaring, finstead of via his Admiral.
These criticliams contrasted <trangely with
the C. dn L. East Indies remark, Quoted on
page & af the same Battle Summary, regarding
the action of the Leander with the R.AM.B.]
in February 1941.

The Weekly Intelligence Review and the Raider Supplements

The Weekly Intelligence Review (WIR) was what it says it is. a printed
weekly report often containing background information to events at
sed during the war, [t was issued by the Naval Intelligence Department
of the Admiralty and intended to be read by all officers in "H.M. Navy”
- & phrase which was intended to include all HM Ships, Australian,
British, Canadian, New Zealand, ete. A small number of Raider
Supplements to the WIR were also published. Both WIR and the
supplements were classified ‘Secret. Captains in command were permitted
to retain copies for reference, but less senior officers in command were
required to burn their copies of WIR and the supplements before the
next edition was put into circulation. So, If WIRs had been received in
HMAS Sydney, it is likely that they would have been retained.

The Raider Supplements comprised several parts:

B The frst, unnumbered part, dated 30 May 1941 and published with
WIR 64, was also the first to mention Raider (7, the Kormoran (see
Chapter 1), The information given was sparse but accurate, apart
from her number, which was given as 46 instead of 41, Roider G was
said to be armed * ...with underwater torpedo tubes. Very completely
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equipped, probably on the same general lines as the other raiders.,.”
but later in the report it said "the best equipped of all the raidess...”.

Raider Supplement Part 1. dated 12 December 1941 and published
with WIR number 92, contained general information about the
operations of raiders, but no specific intelligence of Raider G and
none about the loss of HMAS Sydney.

Ruider Supplement Part [l, dated 6 February 1942, contained brief
but generally comrect information about the encounter with
Raider G by HMAS Sydney. However, the teport was prefixed by the
caveat that:

The following details concerning the
appearance and equipment of Ratder =G" are
tncomplete, and have not at present all been
confirmed by reports from prisponers of war.
They should therafore be treated with reserve.
They are included as this ship was reported
to be one of the best-equipped raiders.

Raider Supplement Part II1. dated 30 October 1942, was also the last
and contained the instruction that “...Raider Supplement to WIR.
No. 64 [being obsolete] ... should now be destroyed...” This part
updated intelligence about raiders and their operations. and
contained more detailed information about individual vaiders. As
far as Kormoran was concerned Part 111 gave a bald List of her
operations and a chart, and concluded with a paragraph that:

. 19, Rafder G was in action with H.M. A.S.
Sydney in 25%5., 111°E. an 19th November 1941,
Both ships were sunk.

Meanwhile, on 15 May 1942, WIR number 114 had contained in the
main body of the review what was called a special contribution dealing
with HMAS Sydney and Raider 41. The special contribution was a reprint
from the USN's Office of Naval Intelligence (ONT) Weekly. As far as can
be determined from internal evidence this American report is based on
the version of events which had been reported by ACNB to the Admiralty
in London, though why a third-hand version of the loss of HMAS Sydney
from an American source should be quoted and not a more direct version
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from an Australian or British source is not clear. However, this version
was subsequently used elsewhere, for example in the Director of Naval
Construction’s file ‘War Damage: Aircraft Carriers and Cruigers .. Torpedo
and Mine":

Since there were no survivors from the Sydney,
the following description of the action was
coapiled from the story told by the Captain
of Raider 41, Fregatten Kapitdn Dettmers.
Although there is Tittle confirmation of its
accuracy, it is believed to be a reasonably
truthful account of the engagement,

At aboutl 1800, Zone-7 time on 19th November,
1941, Raider 4] (Korsoran) was in the
approximate position of 26*S. 111°F., course
north, speed ien knols or more, when & ship
was sighted by the lookcut to the north of the
starboard how, distant about 15 miles. As
spon as the stranger was identified as & cruiser
standing towards him, Captain Dettmers turned
hard Teft into the sun (250%) and fincreased
speed to full, which he estimated as about 15
knots, The Sydney had obviously sighted the
Kormoran, for she changed course to starboard,
and thus the approach began with the Sydney
pverhauling the Kormoran from the Tatler's
starboard quarter. The crulser repeatedly
signalled with her searchlight, making the
letters NNJ for about half an hour, but no
reply was made by the ralder as the captain
was of the opinfon that the use of such a
signal device would betray his identity. He
was at Lthat time posing as the Dutch ship
Straar Malakka, and merchant vessals do not
carry such equipment. [n addition, he said,
he did not understand what the signal NNJ
meant .

Some Lime before Lhe action was joined, Xormoran
broadcast “0000 26°S. 111°E., Straat Malakka,”
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and repeated it once. 1t 1s worthy of note
that a 00 meszage wes picked up by 4 tug at
about 1000 G.M.1. on 19tn MNovember, bBut the
positian and ship’s name could not be read Dy
fher radio operatur. A shore radic station
alse read a suti|ated time and position message
flye minutes Iatsr, but ne 0's were
distinguished. After ten minutes, since thers
had Degn no repatition, @ message was sent
sut to ships asking '7 ther? was anything to
report, but no reply wes recelved.

At a dlstagnce of saven =miles Sydney made the
signal by flashing *Holzt your signal Tetters.”™
In reply Normoran holsted PROT (Straal Maldhia)
o the triatic stay petween the furesast and
the funnel, but the furme! prevented the message
being clearly seen sboard the cruiser, When
Syaney made the signal, “Holst your signal
letters c¢lzar.” tne Yeoman of Signals
iengthened the halyard and drew IT towards
the starboard side. It |s ressonable Lo suppuse
Lhél this gppéarent tnefficiency in signalling
by the raider was a ruse de gQuerre with the
hope that Syaney would close to Investigate,
for the cruiser’s <lgnal had Lo be repeated
COnt Inubusly before Kormpran complied,

Svdney came up with the Kormoran with all
guns and torpego tubes bearing, and when she
was approximately abreast the rafder she
answered “Batavla." Sydney then made by
flashing “Show your <ecret siga.™ having ne
reply to this the raider captain declded to
fight, which up to this time he had tried to
avoid. Captain Usttmers mentioned an order
from the crufser to stop as having been glven
immedistely before lhe signal to make the
secret call.

At about 1700, when the two ships were
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proceeding on parallel courses in a westerly
direction at approximately 14 knots, the Sydney
being on the Kgrmoran's starboard Deam at a
distance of a mile or less, Kormoran, dropping
her gun-concealing plates and hoisting the
German flag, opened Mire with Tour of her six
15-centimetre guns. The first salvo hit the
Sydneyp's hridge. Almost simultaneously, but
probably Just afterwards, the crufser's first
salvo hit the raider amidships. Her secong
salvo found the raider’s engine-room and fuel
tanks and caused a fire., In the meantime the
raider had fired two Lorpedoes, one of which
struck the cruiser forward about 20 metres
from the bow at the same time that a salvo
ctruck her amidships,

The Sydney’'s forward turrets were apparently
put out of action by the torpeda’s explosion,
while her airgcraft, which was reported to
have been warming up, was shot to pieces. The
range was so close that men about the aireraft
could be seen, The raider’'s A A, guns were
used against Lhe cruiser Lo prevenl use of
her A.A. guns and torpedoes.

Sydney now altered course to port under the
stern of the raider, and then continued on a
slightly diverging course on the port side.
She must have been very close as the Germans
thought she might be going to ram. At this
stage, though a fire was raging and could not
be put out because all fire-fighting appliances
had been destroyed, Kormoran's gquns were
apparently 41l in action and one of her guns
fired 50 rounds, while all guns fired a total
of about 450 rounds.

Sydney's after turrets were still in action.
She now fired four torpedoes which Kormoran
turned to meet, three of them passing ahead
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CRUISE OF
RAIDER "G”

Cruise of RAIDER “G°,
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100 men and all his officers. At about 2300
Captain Uettmers decided to abandon his ship,
which blew up about midnight. The cruiser was
still in sight distant about ten miles when
the first hoats Jeft the Xormoran, &and for
some time the glow of the fire could be seen.
Before midnight it had disappeared. No
explosion was heard. Three wooden lifeboats
and three rubber rafts were launched first,
leaving one boat for those sti1ll on board.
Captain Dettmers mentfoned that it took thrse
hours to get lifeboats oult of a hatch because
of the lack of power. The motorboats had been
destroyed, and even If the big boat which was
carried had not been destroyed, there was no
power available to move (t. One of the floats
collapsed; some men jumped overboard and though
4 number of these were picked up by the
lifeboats that had been launched, ft would
appear that about B0 were lTost.,

Captain Dettmers expreéssed the opinion that
the Sydney sank as the result of the punishment
she had received, and that there could be no
survivors as the whole superstructure had been
sn damaged that boals on deck must have been
destroyed, while any boats stowed below must
have been burned by the fires which were raging.
At the time that Captain Dettmers was preparing
to abandon ship the bleaze from JSyaney was
stil] to be seen, but when he looked round
before leaving the ship it had disappeared.
His story indicates that Syvamey disappeared
somewhat before midnight, and that Xarmoran 's
sinking was hastened by an explosion after
midnight. The weather at the time was rough,
a5 it had been for two or three days before
the encounter,

The first definite indication to the outside
world that there had been an action was received
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al 0816 G.C.T, when the tanker Frocas reparted
by radto that 25 German naval men on a floating
raft had been picked up in position 26 06°
S, 111" 20" F .
Fighting Experience
Fighting Instructions have been a part of the Royal Navy for several
centuries, a guide to the conduct of operations and tactics. In July
1942 the Royal Navy introduced Fighting Experience also known as C. 8.
04211(2)(A). Fighting Experience included a section on raidern, and in
this section, edited versions of various incidents were given as examples.
In this one, the cruiser is clearly intended to be HMAS Sydney, the
italics are as in the original printed document:*

Case 3

A crulser cslighted a suspicious vessel at 15
miles and gave chase, She dld not order the
rafider to stop, but esked her name,

When fn a positionm Just abaft (he rdfder's
beam, 2,500 yards distant, steaming at the
yvgme speed and on the same course, and
presumably presenling an f{deal target for
torpedo attack she signalled "Make your secretl
letter.™ The ralder then dropped her flaps
and opened fire with qun and torpedo. The
first salvoe hit the crulser's bridge and
inmediately afterwards she was hit by a torpedo,
The raider was simultaneously engaged and
subsequently sunk.

Fighting Experience added that up to July 1942 there had been twelve
Allied contacts with disguised enemy raiders and supply ships since the
outbreak of war; sufficient " to justify remarks upon the experience
gained.” These remarks were listed under a number of headings:*

Identification

The primary difficulty confronting H.M. ships
Is that of identification-and hesitations
engendered by doubts have been clearly apparent
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in the actions end encounters that have taken
place.

It is symplomatic of the type of warfare that
guiit has to Dz recognised through the process
of deduction rather than by the evidences of
positive proof, There can be no positive
récagnition unless the enemy Dlunders into an
action that discloses his identity, The ralder
is well gware of the efficiency of his disguise,
and It 1z certain that he will employ every
arfifice In throwing dust to confuse the lssue,
and that he will malntain the pretence until
all hope of escepe has faded. He has watched
gur methods, and can simulate an Innocent
merchantman, or éven an AM,L. with great
dCCuracy.

Enemy Fallibility

The enemy has, however, shown himself Lo be
fallible, and the following Instances arc good
lystrations of lapses in technique;-

{1} On belng challenged a raider sent a “Ralider™
distress call reprasenting himself as ths
Polyphemus-a ship which in Talbot SBooth has
@ counter stern: the raider had a crulser
sternl!

(2) The Polyphemus was that day in New York,

(3] A raider sent a distress call "RAR™ inslead
of the more usual “RRRAR.”

{4) A raider made no intelligible reply to
International Code signal “NNJ*™ (“You should
indicate your signal letters™), and his
movements did not seem to be those of an
innocent ship, but rather that he appeared
to be trying to draw the intercepting cruiser
in a certaln direction.
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(6] A rafder was hluffed into scuttling by a
warning salvo,

Recognition

Recognition by negative means -that s, by
the knowledge that no friendly or neutral
ship could be in the position of encounter
could be infallible: and esvery endeavour 15
made to make it so; but the erratic movements
of the laggard Lramp can jegpardise the
watertightness of this arganisatiaon, and doubts
burst out when a ship 1 found in an improbable
position,

These doubts can he Tlargely eliminated by
confidence in the shipping plot which - within
a small margin - indicates the pccupant of
any place at any time. It must, however, be
accepted as & principle that any ship that
cannit be fdentifled with certaintly from the
plot must be thoroughly investigated,

The most uwsual method of recognition by
s{lhouette 15 hampercd by the 1imftations of
Talbot Boath and the =flhouette books, whith
tell only half the ctory, [ndeavours ere being
made to build up the library of silhouettes,
and the situation in this respect will gradually
improve,

Recognition by Challenge

The correct reply to the “secret call sign®
challenge is not certain proof af inndcence
a5 Lhe raider may be using the secret call
sign of a ship previously sunk by him; but
this method used 1n conjunction with appearance
should give positive proofl of guilt as ft s
most unlikely that & raider could make himself
up into an exact representation of the victim
whose call sfgn he fraudulently employs. The
secret call sign methoa of challenge 15 helng
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gxtended to Norwegian, Polish, Oreek, Relgian
and Free brench merchant ships, in additian
to British Empire, 1.5, A, and Dutch ships, to
whom issue has dlready been made.

It can be taken that the snemy is dware of
this method, hut 1t should be remembered that
e cdannol operate it with success unless he
obtains the complete list of secrel call signs
which is 5o far uncompromised.

Raider or Supply Ship

It is as well to clarify the position of
“ratder”™ and “supply™ ship. Earlier in Lhe
war considerations of lost tonnage made it
imperative Lhalt enemy merchant ships should
he captured 1f at all practicable. This,
howevar, naow needs modificatian for, though
gur nead for additional tonnage s by no
means lessened, the enemy has shown such skiil
in scuttling that the chances of the successful
caplure of a supply ship are remote. This, in
itself, would not be sufficient reason for
halding back from capture, but, taken in
conjunction with the fact that 1t Is impossible
Lo Jistinguish a raider Trom a supply ship
and that eithar may have a4 submarine in
campany, 1t 15 obvious that great risks attend
an attempt ro capture, and that in the majority
uf cases Lhese dangers outweigh the advantage
of possible extra tonnage,

Need for Circumspection

There have, unfortunately, been cases where
our ships have been led inty & dangerous
position by unjustifiable sanguinity, and 1t
is as well to stress ab this point that our
experience has proved conclusively that enemy
raiders have been found to be powerfully armed
with H.9-9n. guns, torpedoes, and mines:
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mareaver, they are probably fitted with R.D. k.
ind able to open fire &t long range with
great accuracy. Taking the above points into
consideration it is clearly sdvisable to regard
411 merchantmen with grave suspicion and to
avolg being drawn Into a posltion of tactical
disadvantage. To avoid the charge of pointing
the obvious il is necessary ta cite specific
cases in which this rule has been disregarded.

in the last war H.M_.5. Ramsey angd MN.M.S.
Alcantara were both sunk by tgrpedoes whilst
lower [ng boats to examine disgulsed ralders.
H.N.S. Dungee, on tha other hand, approsched
the ralder leopard from astern, end on the
first <ign of hostile action pumped 40 rounds
of d-§in. shel!l tnto her without sustaining a
single casualty.

[Case 1 ‘Leander v RAMBI™ and Case 2 'Cornwell v Ruider 37 not
reproduced. Case 3 Sydney v Kormoran' reproduced above. |

General Experience

Fhese Lhree actions cleariy reveal the
necessity tor great forethought and alertness
Irn dealing with disguised raiders.

Generally speaking the first thing to do n
meeling a suspicious ship 15 to stop her. She
can then be approached from a sultsble besring
provided there is no delay in opening fire
should the necessity arise, The examining
ship must be kept putside effective torpedo
range and present af1 nacfrow 4 target as
possible. 1f a ship refuses to stop after a
sTgnal and & warning shot she should be fired
on - Lhere have been occasions when much
valuable time has Dbeen wasted, 4nd ships
endangered, by 3 faflure to exercise this
well-kngwn belligerent right. Afrcraft should,
when practicable, teke similar action.
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A buarding party should not be sent to &
suspected ship, If Lhere gre siil1 doubts
about her she should be ordered to send § boat
with the shipg®s papers, Master, Chict Engineer
and some af the crew, [l wlll cartainly he
safer, and time may be saved, by urdering the
suspected ship to move some distance away
trom her bpat. In the medantime a constant
alert should be matntained and ship should he
ready ta open fire on the first sign of hostile
acLion,

In this connection it is of fnterest to know
that there s strong reason Lo belfeve that
Garman auxiViary crulsers are zailad under
the British flag snd, if intercepted, have
orders to withhold their fire until the British
warship has stapped and is lpwering boats.

Communication with Suspects

A problem that perpetually arises fs that of
communtcation with a suspected ship. Though
many merchant ships have shown a most
satisfactory efficiency it is a hard fact
that visual signalling canncl be guarantesd
putside 4 miles, and many Commanding Officers
have felt & great temptation to close to a
satisfactary visual ranue after a tiresome
period ot trustration, If & ship 5 really
*dumb™ - and one must assume a cornered raider
does ngl seek a conwversation - there {s no
certain way of communicatbion shert of Toud
halling, Fartunately, there are fow such mutes;
but there are many whose signalling borders
on unintel tigibility, and the ralder may well
pldy o game of this pature. Visual signalling
must therefore be relegated Lo the role of an
aid to quick tdentification and not regdarded
a5 & necessary procedure. To recapitulate

if communication 1s difficull, stop the ship
by warning gunfire. 1f she 15 innocent her
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tacit cbedlence 14 3 halpful sign; {f she |5
guilty the fact Lhat Remesis 15 upon her may
provoke an overt act which wil) solve the
problem once and far all,

Possible Presence of U-Boats

There is always the poss1biiity of the presence
Uf 4 U-Boat -~ 1n one case 1T 1€ kngwn Lhat 4n
enomy supply ship hed a submarine fn combany
and was 3ctibally surprised at a moment when
clpras waen baing tranzferred. On this occasion
the submarine dived and the supply ship was
farced into scuttling, and the object was
achieved: bul 1t clesrly 1) lustrates the danger
of approaching & suspect withoul taking all
the A7S measures ab one's disposal, The rescus
af survivors from boats (s therefore attended
by considerablie risk unless the rdalider has
maoved at Teast [5% miles from the positian
whare she wgs firsy clezarly vlsible, for rhe
submarine i1 capable of divling at 10 knots
for one hour, and remalng 3 menace within
that radlus,

[n panr «1sibifity there 15 aiways the
possTolTity that the submaringe may haye
fullowed up on the surface at a higher speed,
and her presencé carnol be discounled even at
4 considerable distence from the poslitvion of
first comtact.

Canclusion

To summarise the faregeing remarks, Experience
has shown that it i imperative to handle
ratders from long range, snd tdentification
will, In all probapility, have to be doné by
deductlion, There (s np rule of thumb method
inthis, but a Lhorough kncowledge of the habite
of marchant ships, coupled with & show of
farce will g0 far to solve the puzzle.
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HMAS Sydney's walrus aircraft (RAN).—

The Preliminary Narrative of the War at Sea

In 1944 the Histoncal Section of the Tactical, Torpedo and Staft Duties
Division of the Admiralty published Volume [1 of its Preliminary Narmative
of the War at Sea. Thiz narrative described itself as follows:
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Tatar information 25 i¢ avallable In the
Weekly Intelltgence Heport (W.1.K.) of the
Haval intelligence Divition; the Manthly
Repart 0f the Anti-Submearine Marfare Divigsion
(C.B.04050): and the |ists of British and
Foreign Merchant amd Flshing Vessels Tost
or damagad by enemy 4ction (D.U.6553 (41)
and 6353A {41}, comptled by the Statistical
Sectlon, Trade Divislon, Adairalty,

(71 1t 15 2gsentially a preliminary narrative
Ingsmuch as further Informetion may bhecome
avatlable at a lat=r date, [ts iatention i
to give & general surdey and putline of the
rour<e of the war at sea, from the materia)
el present gyallable.

(1) Detalled accounts of the principal naval
aperatfans will de found In the Battle
Summaries (C.B.3081% produced by the
Historical Section of the factical Torpedo
and Staff Duties Givislion.

(4} The arrangement of Yolume |1, covering
the year 1941, i< on similer 1ines to that
of the first wvolume. Ihe year 1s divided
into tour quarterly periods, For ecach of
tha rirst three quarlters, Lhers are two
chapters - one dedllvg with Lhe
Mediterrancan, in which most of the principal
operatlons of the year 1onk place, the other
with operations e=lsewhere, fo the last
quarter af the year, four chapters have
been allolted g= this wae the period in
which the areas of confilct were mstertally
extended by the entry Into the war of Jdapan
and the United Srates,

The wlevant section of the narrative meads a3 lollows:"
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493, SYONEY lost in Action with Hajder.
(November 13).

The Australian cruiser SYONEY, Captain Joseph
Burnett, R.A.N., left position O/.565.,
104.40F., at 0400 G.M.T. on Hovember 17 for
Fremant e, where she was due en November 20,
On the 24th, the Australian Naval Board intormed
the Admiralty that she had pot arrived, (see
Battle Summary No. 13 C.B.30B1(5)] and that
Lhe nayval authoritias in the Nethertands LEast
Indies had been asked Lo search the area sauth
of Sunda Straft by afr. At 1432 on the 24th,
the €, in €, China, passed a message received
from the 5.5. TROCAS at 0700 that day that she
had picked up 25 German naval men from a
flpating raft, in 26.06 5., 11.40 E. Two
lifeboats with 103 German survivors also got
ashare 40 miles north of Carnarvon, Western
Australia, and eventually 316 in all were
found.

Sea and alr reconnaissance failed to lpcate
any survivors of the SYDNEY, but a R.A.N.
Tifebuoy and 2 Carley floats were plcked up
on November 29, 160 miles N.W. of Carparvon.
From the German survivars 1t was learat that
their ship, variously described as the
KORMORAN, or the STEIERMARK, but known to the
Admiralty as Raider "G", wds steaming north
at about 10 to I4 knots an November 18 in
about 26°5., 111%E., and at sbout 1600 [local
time) sighted the SYONEY proceeding south at
a range of 15 miles, in good visibility, The
rafder altered course to 250° and the SYDNEY
follawed, and chal lenged, without being glven
a reply. When the SYDNEY was at ¢lose range,
the raider made a *0" report (disguised raider
in sight) and. signalled that she was the
Dutch STRAAT MALAKKA, which she was
impersonating under Dutch colpurs, lhe SYDNEY
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wis then about 1174 miles from the ralder,
lust ahalt ter beam, both <hilps sleaming st
about 15 ¥nots on & course of 250%. [he SYDNEY
asked the raider to make ner secret letters,
but the latter dropped her concealed gun flaps
and ppened fire with guns and torpedoes. Her
rirst salve hit the SYONEY's bridge. The SYDNEY,
which was &t action ttations with her Lurrels
aiready trained on ths raider, opened firs
simultanegusiy and her second zalvo set the
ratder®*s fTuel tanks on Tire,

Early In the action, Lhe SYDNEY was struck by
& lorpede under “A" turreb. Hoth ships were
soon heawl by on Fire. Aftar abaut 75 minutes,
when the range had Increased Lo four wmlies,
the action was broken ort. Ihe SYDMLY was
last seen nabout five miles pway, 4teering
southwards at 5 knots, and [t was presumed
she <ank 3s 3 result of her domage, The ralder
scuttled herself at about migaight, when the
flre was boyond contral and would sbon have
reached the ammunlilaon and mines. She had
lgst 25 men killed in the action, and about
400 took ta the boats and rafts, of whom a
large proportion reached the Australlan coast.

Owing to the Far East slituatfon and the loss
of the SYONCY, the Admiralty on lecember 23
nrderaed the AUSTRALIA to he released from the
sscprt of conveoy W, 5.12 X, then between St.
Helena and Capetown, 4ng to proceed towards
Fremantie. The DORSETSMIRF, from the South
Atlantic Station, wss ordered to replace the
AUSTHALIA and escort W.S. 17 X to Suez. It was
hoped to send anather B.inch grulser from
home, pul recenl rough weather damage had put
at least two out of action and the transfer
could npt for the moment bLe carrled out.
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The Official History

The official British history of these events was wnitten by Captain S.W.
Roskill, RN, and published In The Wor ot Seo.” Roskill was a retired
officer, 2 qunnery specialist, who wurked on the official history in the
iate 19403 and early 19505, and who subsequently became a Cambridge
don. No evidence of an earlier British enquiry into the loss of HMAS
Sydney has been found in British archives, and thus Roskill's published
history of these events is the next examination in time after Lioyd-
Owen wrote Battle Summary No. 13. Roskill worked from the official
files, before these were weeded and turned over to the PRO. His
methodology was to gather sources, draft an account of events, circulate
the draft to those who had participated in them or had other
contemporary knowledge, and, usually, to accept the comments which
he received. Some of his notes are in the Churchill Archives at Churchill
College, Cambridge. Other examples of his work can be lound in
the PRO.

For example, Appendix N, Table | ‘German Supply Ships working with
Raiders and U-boats 1939-41' of The Wur at Sea exists in Roskill's notes.
but in draft and with a similar title and labelled Appendix 0, This draft
was checked by H.C. Beaumont in the Admiralty and retyped sometime
on or before 26 April 1952, Beanmont’s letter to Roskill refers to three
pages, though only two have survived in Roskill's notes. and Beaumant
assured Roskill that “All information has been: inserted” However, a
comparison with the published version shows that there was still
additional o later information which was yet to be added.

Roskill studied the official files on the cruise of the Komoran and her
encounter with HMAS Sydney. His hand-written notes read:

CRUT F i F§
*First wave® (six) a1l at sea by July 1940.

First ship of ‘second wave' was Karmaran,
which safled Dec 1940,

She was Hamburg-Amerika Tiner STEIRMARE (49400
17 knots.

Astigned to Indian Dcean and adjoining African
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B Aust. waters, Alternative areds 5. Atlantic
B Pacific,

Large outfit of mines. But none Taid,

Finally sailad 3 Dec from Gotenhafen. Broke
through Denmark Stralt 12-13 Dec. and turned
South,

8 Jan 194] Gresk ANIOMIS (3721) sunk in 8 I7N
23 IN

18 Jan attacked Brit HAITISH UMIDN (tanker
G987 1 Made RFE and sank ®er,

HMS AURDRA (1) Observed flashes from §2°, closed
but midsed the ratder.

Ihen crulsed between [, ¥eérde |5 And Equator

29th sank AFRIC STAR | 11%00) & Brit EURYLDCHUS
(5723) tawing atrorafr 10 Takorad). Made RR°s
tboth ships)

There were both merchant & military convoys
in arca at the time so Morfolk ordered Lo
cover 5| route § Oevonsbire to search for
4 ldar,

7 Feb mer NORDMARK with DUQULSA (Brit 8,651
a prize of the Schesr captured on 18 Dec 1940)
In tow. Duguess sunk 18 feb 1941,

25" feb met PINGUIN 1n 265 2 JOM, Then moyved
north to suppTy two UB'S,

Irouble with engine bearings now developed.
16 March met Schesr in 34 31W.

How opérated just outside neutrallity rone &
on 2] March sank Brit AGW[TA 1small Lanker
3557) tan 3 20N 23 4BN. Broke ! weeks spell
without Success.
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25 March 90" further south suek capturad Brit
tanker CANDOLITE (11,3091, Sent as prize Lo
Gironde, drriving 13 April.

o-Mareh b April R/v with UB & raider supply
ship Nordmark and with Rudolf Alhrecht on 37
April 1m 5N 15M.

Karmoran returned Lo area of previous successes
and on 9 April sank Brit CRAFTSMAN (BO?2) in
0 32N 23 37w,

RE's by Candglite and Crafleman Jammed by
ralder.

12th April sank Greek NICOLAOS.D.L. (54B6) in
1* 545 22 12W.

Made ordinary 50% and gave wrong position,

Last success In Atlantic, [n &7 months achieved
8 ships of 56,708 [tons].

19 April met Atlantis with Alsterufer in 285
12W and fuelled prior Lo leaving for [ndian
fcean.

Rounded Agulhas Cape 2 May & entered [ndian
Ocean.

Qrign now operating to W of Madagascar. 9
May heard ot destruction of Pinguin by Cornwall
on B betwesn Socotra and Seyvchelles,

Met Adjutant amd Alsterufer in 145 730 on
14, Latter then left for home.

Alsterufer actually intercepted & sunk 1n 41
128 13 100 on 23 June.

She was Fuelled by Kormoran beftre depdariure
whlch was good mave as by time she enterad
Atlantic bath tankers statlaned there



196 HMAS Sysrey 1|

tlathringen and Egerland] had been sunk or
cdaptured.

20 May ¥Xormoran reached new operdtional area
north af 20*S and east of 80°E.

Orlon and Komet nom about to leave Indfan
Ocean for Atlentic § Paciflic respectively,

For 4 weeks Mgrmogran crulsed In her ared and
tighted nothing in spite of aircraft recces,

+5.24 June she was P00 5F of Magras. Intended
to lay mines but cancelled operation.

26 June senk Yuao Slev VYELER]T 14152) and
Brit MAREEBA (347Z:

7 July started self-refie In 6°S B6T tTIT 167

Then 1o SE lo waters of Jave Sed, Sumatra &
Cunda & Lombok Straits. No success,

(2 Sep SKL [commanded?] TII0R [s=esnd—shp Second
crulser of sccond wave)l (o relleve Karmoran
fn Indlan Deean: left kial 29 Nov 1941 yia
Channel and Gironde on 14 Jan 1942),

Now back tp area of Pinguln's lasl success,
Searched from 17-23 Sept 1841,

Early on 24 Greek STAMATIOS G. FMBIRICOS
(139410 Intercepted & sunk,

LAst success. 5 months In Indlan Dcean brought
3 ships of 11,566 [tons].

lotal for cruise 11 of 88,274,

79 Sept left ared ta Kiv Kulmerland Iin 32 308
\7E. She from Kobe =ith Fuel & provisions.
®/v made 1% October & ¥ormoran fualled and
srnred. Sunnlv shin parted company 76 QOct.
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komaran now decidad to operate off Sharks Bay
(W. Aust),

1% Nov mat Sydney in 26 345 111 @0 E.
Story pleced together much later,

Kormoran sighted Sydney about 4 pon, Cruiser
closgd & challenged raider who replied as
Dutch Straat Malakka. At & p.m. raider made &
00 from Straat Malakka, More signals passed:
Sydney now 1000" |yards] of f on parallel course,

172% Sydney made ‘Hoist your secret call sign*
- last card. Rluff called & Karmoran opengd
fire, Hits obtained almost 4L once on bridge
& A&B Turrets.

Torpedo hit under A Turret,

Sydney's after turrets (in independent) scored
4 hits and set ralder on fire.

Fired torpedoes (missed), About %.45 Kormoran's
englnes broke down completely but action
cantinued till nearly 6.30 p.m, (5% minutes
in all) by which time L was dark

Sydney gradually disappeared over horizon
burning fiercely. Final glare seen at 10 p.m.

kormaran in grave danger nf 440 mines still
gboard su she abandoned ship & scuttled at
midnight. At DO3% 20' Nov mines blew up.

3+ 303 men reached coast or were picked up
out of 400.

0f Sydney only trace found was a lifebuoy & 2
Carley Tlgats, No survivors,

Shock Lo Australian prestige. Reports of
survivars not at first belfeved.



198 HMAS Sydney 1)

Sydneéy neglecled elementary precavtions in
clostng 4n unknown s=hip.

Finally, Roskill synthesised his findings into twa pages of The War at
Sea and made his own conclusions quite clear. He wiote:

w.. On the 19th of Rovesber ¢hé (the Kormoran]
met Lthe Australian crutser Sydney in 26° )4'
Sauth, 111° DO' East. The story of the encounter
was not pleced togesrar unill much later, fur
thére were no sursivyrs from \he Sydner. But
we now know that the tad Ships met gt about 4
pom. o and that the cralser Clased and challienged
the ralger, sho idantified herself as a Outch
*hip and made a2 wireless regort purparting to
come from ner. The Sydney. with a1l her guns
trained on the rgiger pnd epparently ready
for Instant actign, then gpprodched within
2,000 yards, of & pardllel course, while
“ngedvibring Lo astabl ish Lhe Lruth or Falsipy
uf her claimed ldentity, Dut, unllke the
Fevonspire, she nzyer ashkied her shore
authorities whether such g shilp could he In
the area abt the present Lime, At 5,25 p.m. she
vald the rafder to holet her secret call slan.
The ralder then knew that the game was wup, for
she lacked the means to bluff through that
demand., She therefore cast off her disguise
and opened fire with all her concealed weapans.
The bLydney raplied, but the few seconds’
advantage gained by the pnemy®s possession of
the Inittative proved deg¢lslve: the crufser
waey heaylly hib groumd the beldge and siruck
by & tarpede as well, while her return fire
did not cause immediate lothal damasge to her
adversary. The Sydner’s forward turrely wire
put out of actinn but the after palr continued
the Tight and the Kormursn was soon heaviiy
gn fire. At about %.4% the ralder®y engines
proke down, the gotion contfausd untl! nearly
6.30 p.m., by which Lise it was dark, The
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Sydney gradually df zappeared over the hyrizon,
burning fiercely., and a Final glare seen at
10 p.m. may have been caused by her blowing
up. Meanwhiie the Kermaoran herself was in
great danger, for she U111 had many mines on
board and was herselt onm fire. Mer captain
ordersd the ship Lo be abandoned and scuttled
and, shortly atter midnight, she blew up. OF
har crew of 400 no Tess than 315 were picked
up later, or resched the Australian coast.
OF the Sydney hardly & Lrace was ever found.

The story of the Spdney s last fight has been
told in some detall because, &s has been
mentioned egrl [er, the situation Tn which her
captain found himself was Jiable Lo occur 1n
every contact with 4 suspictous ship, untll a
firm system of checkmating a ralder's bluff
by calling the shore authorities had been
established. And, of course, the abilily of
the shore authorities confidently to tell a
patrolling warship that the ship she had
intercepted must bhe an enemy wai absolutely
gependent on having accurate knowledge of every
true All11ed merchant ship®s position, all over
the worid, at any given time. Such knpuledge
wds not 24311y amyssed and kept ready for
instanl use In Lime of war, and the system
was, In fact, not perfected untll later. Yet,
granted the difficulties of piercing ratders’
disguises, the yvery close approach made by
the Sydney during the sxchdange of signals was
cartainty Injudlclous.

Roskill’s correspondence with Montgomery and Bezemer
Roskill's investigation in the early 19503, using a wide range of sources,
may be considered to be the most complete near-contemporary study
af what had happened in the encounter between the Kormoran and
HMAS Sydney. Once again, in the late 1970s Roskill had an opportunity
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to revisit the question when Michael Montgomery. then researching his
book Who Sank the Sydney, wiote to him.'* Roskill's letters to Montgomery
confirm the extent of access which Roskill had to the official British
and German records when he was writing The Wor af See. He had also
checked his information with the Dutch historian Karel Bezemer. The
six letters in the Churchill Archives seem lo show that, while curious
about Montgomery's findings. Reskill does not seem to have been
convinced by the emergent findings. Montgomery's letters to Roskill
are also in the Churchill archives. but are not included hare:™

1=
Oecomber 7tn 1978

flear Mr, Montgomery,

Thank you for your intergsting letter of 4LH
December about the sinking the Sydnpy, You
Wil reallsea that IT 1¢ 4 very long time since
I teted to plege that <tory together ang |
don*t much Vike writing 4boutl 1L from memory.,
| recall consulting the Australlan naval
historian about it and wsing what he gave me
fn The War 4t S=a. Bul of course There s
often more to be discovered wikh the passage
of time a4 you certainty sepm to have done.

As to your questions, T hayve no knowledge of
Japansse submarines (or |ndeed any other ships)
tabperating with the Germans before Jdapdan
entered the war. There probably were Japanese
submarines 1n the Indian Ocean in Noyember
1941 but T fing 7t hard to belleve that Lhey
were working with the Germansy, You probably
know that cooperation between the two countries
was extremely bad - on a11 levels up to Lhe
highest: and it remesined 29 wirtually
throughout the war, It Yy concelvable that
Detmers met a Jap 4nd made some private
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arrangement, but 1 never discovered any
cvidence that he did so. 1 Lthink this story
should be checked from the Japanesc records
betore being acceptad. 1 galher Lhat one can
now abtain friendly nelp from their historical
sLaff in Tokya.

I never found any evidence of the Kormoran
machine-gunning survivers and rather surprised
that you say you have found ‘proof’ of her
doing so. The Widder was the only raider to
do that according to my recollections, and we
treied her Captain for it. 1 know that in
the case of U-Bodls we recelved a lot of
reparts of such conduct from survivors Dbul
they were often unfounded. One can understand
how men fmagine such conguct while undergoing
a dreadful ordeal.

Yes, | am sure that the Germans had our Mersigs
code, and some of our secret call signs too.
The Atlantis got a4 big haul of [ntel]igence
from the Automedon on 11th November, but it
seens doubtful 1f the fruits reached the
Kormoran by 19Lh, Bul as a general statement
I am sure it 5 true to say that ocur Merchant
Navy codes proved very leaky, Ihe reason was
that distribution had to be so large and it
was very difficult to introduce a new cotde
warld-wide on 4 fixed date.

I don't think | ever found any signs that the
Sydney's signals were received on shore, but
1 suppose 1t would be natural for the Aussies
to he very cagey if they were recefved. |
have already answered your last guestion -
about the Jap submarines in the Ilndian Ocean
in 1941,

I*m atratd that this 1s 411 too vague Lo be
of much use to you; but 1 really can’t dp any
better.
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o

I Took forward to reading your hook yery
misc b

Yours sincerely

Captalin S.W. Rueskil) CHE, 0SC, Lite.D,
FBA, BN,

-0
UDecember 215t 1978
Oedar Mr, Montgomety,

Thank you for your Yatter of 16Lh which, among
ather things reminds me yet dgain how fallible
is human memory. | get yopur point about the
encounter hetween the Jap submarine and
Kormaran being fortultous: but I sti11 think
you should check on Lhe whele story from the
dapanese reécords,

[ had forgotten that [ had written guite a lot
about the Cormorant®s inhumen actions myselif,
dealing with the Curylochus in particular, in
My *Merchant Tleet in MWar® {(Collins, 1962].
If you havén't seen that book Tt might be
worth your while to gldance a4t it. 1 was lent
all the Alfred Holt records to do that Job, |
apologlse for misgating the sinking of the
automedion. OF course 1t was November 1940;
but | think she was the First big haul of
secret mat) - again see my book. | think 1t
included a 1ot of high level papers bound for
Singapore, as [ recall there was 4 Lerrific
fMap in the Admiralty regarding cxactly what
had been compromised when we learnt of her
Inssa.
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As Lo the Tack of survivers from Lhe Sydney |
always Lhyough! Lhat the Kormoran®s peopie
réparted that they had seen her blow up on the
horleun. The other cases of dreadful brutality
by Detmers do | suppote Justify thinking that
he bBehaved agatn as on former plceéslons: but
[ would want harder evidence than you have s¢
far fopnd to argus that publiciy.

fes, Afric Star was also & veluable source of
inteltigence (and she had 2 large cargo of
butter too 1 recall - which led te drastic
revision of our ratigns). | as st{J1 a bit
doubt ful whether any of the caplured ducuments
could have revedled the Straat Malakks's secret
call sign as ships weren't glven the full
1ist of them. But you will no doubt look
closely a1 what the Garmans ciaimed to have
got from Automadon and Afric Ster. 1t 15 a
very long time but 1 did have the war digaries
of 811 the raiders when ] wrote Lhe MWar at
Sea, They have now all besn relurned Lo West
Germany and sre | presume in the Bibligthek
fer Zeltgeschichte at Stuttgart or in the
zecond wer archives \n Frelhurg-Im-Brelsgau.
Or Jérgen Rohwer, whi |s the head of the
former, woultt L am sure nelp you locate to
them iV you approsch him 45 from me.

[*11 Lo very Interested Lo hedr In due course
ahout any more discover|es you miay make,

Al good wishes
Yours sincerely

etc
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January ird 14979

Dear Mr. Montgomsery
Thank you for your lettsr ¢f December J0th.

| did not know about the ciaim that Sydney
survivors were sver neig in Japan but would
think it improbable though 1 suppose Lhe
submarine which vou are treying to trace might
have picked up 4 Tew; but would not athers of
her crew Have seen that happen? | doubt
Washington having more materfal than has
survived in Japan, since all that 1s there §s
what was seized after the surrender. The
relevant files have, alas now been transferred
from the Navy Depariment’s eacellently run
Operational Archives to the Hational Archives,
where it {s extraordinarily difricult to find
wWhat one wants.

Yes, the Chinese Quartermaster of Lhe
Furolychus would bLe 4 prize witness Dut the
chance of Lracing nim 1s | fear remote, | am
sure there was nothing about him in the Holt
records.,

| fully agree with what you write sbout the
bullat damage 1o Lhe Sydney’s carley float. T
don't suppose 1t has suryvived though from
what you write it seems that 1t s possible.
Df course the actual bullet holes would tell
us a Tot about the calibre of weapon used and
the directinn from which it was fired.

Atout the Coarnwall’s action with the Pinguin
! recall the criticism of her Captain for
closing to 4uth & shorl range and for not
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breaking wireless silepce, DBul | can't say
whether that report was circulated tao other
stations Lhough | don't think it 11kely that
the Admiralty would have circulated a criticism
of 4 senfor offfcer, What was given wide
circulation was the periodical ‘Raider
Summaries” but | teel sure that you musl hdye
located them.

The question of the Straat Malakka's call
sign 15 a puzzler. | know Karel Bezemer, the
Dutch naval and merchant navy historian very
well and 1 am sure that he will do all he can
to help you if you introduce yourself to bin
from me, His address is

LR RS

Do please Tet me know the degree of Success
you achieve in sorting oul these obscure
problems - If anly to satisfy my curfosity,

Yours sincerely

ale

-4-
February 2e6th 1979
lear Karel,

Many thanks for your letter af 17th February,
just received, and for the enclosure, which |
have read with much interest.13 It is vary
good of you to Have taken so much trouble to
answer Mr. Montgomery's question s¢ Lhorowghly
a5 T wasn't able to give him firm answers. |
wds however very doubtful about his rumour of
a Japanese submarine having taken part in
that Tncident and am gliad that you deny that
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any wera in those waters at the tlma, He |y g
very persicstent yound mdn bul is inclined to
pick reparts from yery unreliable sources ang
then to go aftf chasing hares, Personally I
don't belleve there §s anything significant
to add to Hermoen Gill's asccount, and 1 talad
Montgomery that | thought very wnlikely that
the Karmoran knew the Strast Malakka's secret
cail sian.

Thank you for pointing sut that the |aertes
was sunk by U.109 not by U.564: but 1 only
wrote ‘probably' about the latter sinking her.
[ have made a note of what you tell me in my
records, in case 1t should came againg but
the *Merchant Fleet in War® has lono been out
of print and | see no prospect of getting 1t
reprinted, 5o | cannot make a correctidan bn
that subject,

A1l gooud wishes

Yours ever

Apeil Sth 1979
Pear Montgomery.,

Many thanks for yuur interesting letter of
dth which certainly produces some novel, not
to say startling theorias aboul the Kormaran-
Sydney story. Prima facte | admit that the
"Gneisenau’ 1dea seems a bit far Tetched: but
1t would be rash to say it is impossible. |
would unly urge vou to be sure of your facts
betare going Tnte print. 1 remember well Lhe
merchant shipy Scharnhurst gnd Goedsenad, and
very fine ships they wereg but 1 dfdn"t lind
any clue to the lattee hayving been converted
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into a raifder, though she certainly was of
suitable type and performance for the job. I
remember that T went to a greal deal of trouble
to sort oul Lhe story of the German disguised
rajders, using the captured naval documents,
and ! see that T mention the encounter between
the Kormordan and the Kulmerland, | wouldn®t
attach too much importance to the difference
in appedrdrnce between the two ships shown In
Detmer's book a5 ships could and did alter
their appearance very skilfully, 1f the real
Kulmerland did meet a U-HBoat in the Atlantic
in April 1942 ang did get back to Germany
those facts should surely be traceable in the
German naval papers; but | certainly didn't
find anything to that effect.

It also seemy Lo me o BIL Tar fetched to argue
that the Germans placed such great importance
in the Japanese midget submarines; but 1 must
adgimit Lhat feeling s producey in part by our
later knowledge of how useless such weapons
generally wera,

It seems to me that, Fasclnating though your
deleclive work 15, we need much harder evidence
before we tan accept Lhe whole of Lhe argument
which you postulate.

Good luck to you In finding fit.
Yours sincerely
atc
b~
Dctober 10th 1980
Dear Me. MonLgomery,

Many thanks for your interesting letter of
8th October. T'mglad that you have definitely
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destroyed the Jegand aboul the §5 Scharnhorst
and Gneisenau having anything to do with the
sinking of the Sydney, Tt 15 Interesting that
the angmy apparently circulaled Lthe stary as
part of Lheir deception plans and that it has
apparently taken in varipus people.

As to the partlcipatlon of Lhe Japaness
submarine you have done good detective work
but | would want some ftirmer evidence than
that which you quopte hefore accepling it as
gospel e.g. evidence from Japanese naval
recprds of the actual presence of a submarine,
or at least something about pianning to send
gne put to those waters. Your deduction from
the 'Salt® cartoon is cleyver bubt to me not
decisive enough to proye Jap participatlon,

| think you ars on entirely firm ground in
what wou write about the secret call sians;
and the motive mbout the Kormoran having been
sighted a week carlier by an RAAF aircraflt
and the fact suppressed is enlirely new Lo
me. [ wonder what reporl Lhe aircraft made on
landing, Surely it couldn't have Tdentifled
the ship as the Kormaran?

I loak forward wery much to reading your
disentanglement of & complicated story when
it comes cut next April, It §s kind of you to
make an acknowledgement Lo me, but 1 can't
say that [ feel [ have given you dany very
substantial help.

With all good wishes for the success of the
book.,

Yours sincerely

B8%C
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7 British Special Service
Freighters the ‘Q’ Ships of
World War I

‘Q’ ships in World War |

Decoy or 0" ships had achieved spme successes in World War I, the [ist
"0 ship being ordered by Winston Churchill in November 1914, and
eventually 180 07 ships were fitted out between 1914 and 1918 and
credited with helping to destroy eleven U-hoats, One of the most
successful ') ships captains was Gordon Campbell, a colourful individual
and self-publicist who was awarded both the VC and D3O for his services,
After the war he enjoyed popularity as an authoer jouwrnalist and
broadeaster, and one his books, Mystery Ships, which was about the 0
ships was published in 192&. Mystery Ships was translated into several
foreign languages and presumably read by his former opponents, the
{iermans, Campbell's autobiography, Number Thirteen, was also published,
in 1932.'

Special service freighters in World War II

It is not widely known that the Royal Navy alse operated decoy ships in
World War Il They were known officially as special service fieighters,
though, Roskill, in The War ot Sea, continued to refer to them as '0f
ships as "... the older title is so well established and widely recognised
n " Some, hke Roskill, doubted the wisdom of repeating in a new war
a particular tactic about which the enemy was almost certainty fully
informed. However, plans for special service freighters were prepared in
the summer of 1939, and between October 1939 and March 1940 eight
freighters were ftted out, Allegedly on Churchill's orders, Campbell was
brought back from retirement and placed in overall command of decoy
ship operations. The freighters were more advanced than the earlier ‘0
ships: they had torpedo tubes and depth charges, and some mounted as
many as nine 4-inch quns and others 6-inch guns, The special service
freighters were expected to be able to take on both U-boats and enemy
surface raiders,

The Hrst special sexvice freighter sailed in December 1939 and the
remainder in early in 1940, One cruised between Britain anmd Gibraltar
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and on into the South Atlantic, two worked between Sierma Leone,
Gibraltar and Bermuda. two more deployed to the North Atlantic. one
in the Western Approaches, and two small ones were employed in home
waters. None of them ever sighted a U-boat or accomplished any useful
purpose at all. and two of them, Williamette Volley and Cape Howe were
tpedoed and sunk, with great loss of life. in the Western Appioaches
in June 1940, The Germans were far too wary to be caught by a ruse,
which had been so well advertised between the wars. Indeed, Admiral
Danitz, a formes T-boatl commander in World Waz [ and GnC of Hitler's
U-boat fleet in World War II, issued standing orders that [J-boats were
slways te make their attacks in diving trim and to be specially beware
of lose ships which straggled a convay,

An attempt was also made to surprise enemy bombers by fitting up an
anti-airesaft ‘0 Ship which, with its anmament concealed, would stzaggle
invitingly behind 2 convoy. The tactic was. however, worn threadbare
and this freighter achieved no more success than her anti-submarine
counterparts, However, the secrecy with which the special service
freighters had been fitted out had been such that they were in real
danger of being sunk by forces an their own side. The Royal Navy's
Deputy Chiel of Naval Staff, Rear Admiral T.5.V. Phillips, vetoed plans
for deploying special service fraighters into the South Atlantic. Red Sea
antd Indian Ocean, and sucreeded, after an enquiry in late 1940, in
getting all decoy operations stopped. Campbell never up-dated his
autobiography but he left meticulous records of his World War 1T
operations, which are in the PRO.

The parallels are drawn

For the disappearance of HMAS Sydney. the relevance of British decoy
operations it both World Wars is twofold: the leasons of WWI1, which
appear to have been overlooked, and the comparison which Roskill
drew in The War af Sea between the mesting of Sydney and Kormoran
and of the eruiser HMS Neptune and the British special service freighler
Lombridge.

An incident in World War I

The torpedoing of the British armed boarding steamer Ramsey by the
German disguised minelayer Mefeor in the Moray Firth on 8 August
1915 was referred to in Battle Summary No. 13 during WWIL Noting
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that the Germans had run up their proper colours near-simultansously
with launching a torpedo attack, the author of the WWI1 naval staff
monograph about this incident wrote that, as far as decoy operations
and the ruse de guerre of uxing of false flags was concerned. “... The
Germans had well assimilated the lessons taught by our own decoy
ships ..." In the light of this incident. the CinC of the Grand Fleet
Admiral Jellicoe, issued an order warning ships to approach suspected
vessels on the quarter and to avoid bearings on which torpedoes could
be fired:'

As regards the loss of his own ship, Lleutenant
Atkins had to report that the Kawser had left
the Orkneys a4t & p.m., August F, td patrel to
the eastward. “At 4.30 a.m., August R,”™ his
report continues, “we sighted 8 vessel which
appeared to be an ordinary merchant steamer,
fMying the Russian ensign, which vessel we
slesmed alfter with the Intention of boarding.
At 5. 4% a,m, we closed on the vessel, which
stopped on seeing our Commercial Code slignal
(M_N.Y. Me (losed on the vessel ta within
abpout BO yards, and were about 1o Tower 2 boat
when withoul the slightest warning she Taunched
4 torpedo and swept our decks with ¢ machine
guti, the same time firing a 4.5 n, 0.7. gun
from her poop into Qur engine room. As the
tarpeds left the tube the wvessel Haiuled up
the German ensign and hauled down the Russijan
one. A1l her guns and torpedo tubes were
absoltutely concealed. Our guns were 5o placed
That we could only fire one 3t a8 time, Lhis
guri being conlinually under fire, and the
gun's crew all killed.”

The Germans had well assimilated the lessons
taught by our own decay ships. The Ramsey, In
fact, had been caught in a Lrap and the contest
was so0n ended: from the time she was Tlrst
struck Li11 Lhe time she sank was only thres
minutes, and owing to the 1ist she was able to
get out only the two starboard boats. These
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had to pull out quickly fram the side of the
sinking ship and most of the crew oGk to the
waler, The Metevr succeeted In plching up 4
offtcers and 39 wen before shaping course for
neltgoland Right.

HMS Neptune and HMAS Sydney
The parallel which Roskill noted and wrote sbout in The Wor ot Sea
wad thic'

As early as Janwary 1540 one af our own ‘Q
ships' whose qun and Lorpedo armamenly were
About Lhe same 45 the dormorgn s wai intercepted
of f Sterra Leone by the Neptune, a8 slster
shlp of the Sydney, which wes unawsre of hae
true identity. The cruiser approached, and
remalned for some tlee steaming at slow {peed,
within a few hundred yergs of the *0 ship®,
whose captain leter reported Lo the Admiralty
that, had nhe beéen & Gorman, he ‘could have
disabled 1the Meptunel with two torpadoes and
swept her upper deck”, Bul suth complele secrecy
enyeloped the work of tho ‘0 ships' that the
report was never circuiatad to the Naval Staff
and the fate from which Uhe Naptune esCapad
actually gvertook the Sydney more than e ighteen
manths later., The unheeded warning or tne ‘0
ship® had not beep the only pointer Lo the
danger uf mpking & close approsch to 3
suspicious ship. The angagements hatwean the
ralder Thor ang the armed meérchint crulsers
Carnarvon LCastie and Alcantars in July and
Deceamber 1840, and the lase af the Voltdire
in April 194}, fhad amply demonstirated the
capacity ot the snemy to hit back hard and
suddenly; the Admiralty ngd fssued several
wornings to that effect, ver, in Felruyary
194], the [eander also sade & tlose approach
te & suspicigus ship whigh, had 4he besn A
German fnstead of an [tallen ratder, might
sel] hayve braught o0 her the Sydner's fate.
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Room 62,
Archuway Block, South 11,
ADMIRALTY, S.W.1.
I4th March, 1940,

SLCREL

Ihe Assistant Chief 9¢ Naysl Staff

Por your infarmsticn. the Toalligwing 152 an
extract from Commander Brunton's Repart of
Proceegings. | would Suggest that no names be

ment loned, but general attention De called to
the gircumstiances.

“l was challienged by W.%. 5. NEPTURE 140 miles
H.W. of Sterra Leane, ThiS ship was Intensely
Inquisitive and fired a barrege of Questiong
nxtenging ovar half an hour. Finally he se¢id
he was satisfied and ! rubbed by hands. My
glea was short-Tfveq, however, far five minutes
later he made “Stop. 1 intend to board™. 1
Thought my number was up. Bul when the boarding
ufficer arriyed it was shyious that he would
be sasily satisfiea, so 1t was really easy to
fob him aff,

This ship approached bows an with the faretop
closed up and clrcled me at 100 yards range.
He rthen togk station a point beforé my beam at
500 yards, speed B knots, Several hundred men
were on deck. If | had been g German 1 could
have disabled him with two turpedoes and swept
nis upper deck. | have tsld the Commander-in-
Chiafl about this facident,”™

15gad. ) GORDON CAMPBELL
VICE-ADMIRAL
See Official Docket 1n wafe In Flle Mo, 44,
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In a private note covering his report of proceedings, Commander T.B,
Brunton, RN, commanding officer of RFA Lambridge, made the point
that he had already deceived other warships:*

When challenged by o foreign warship 1 found
confidence was established in his mind 11 |
made my replies in plain Tanguage & in English,
instead of meking 4 group oult of the
International Code. This seemed to satisfy
the twe French warships very quickly.

I hear MEPTUNE'S suspicions were aroused by
my Red Ensian, (vide your Memorandum of 1lth
December "39.3 1f | had known for cectain he
was a British ship [ should have hoisted the
Blue. But he approached bows on, getting dusk,
and [ was taking no chances: 1 closed up the
tubes” crews and holsted the Red according Lo
my instructions,

l hear also that he was spoken to about taking
statian closa on the beam of an unknown vessel.

Despite Brunton's remark that the captain of Neptune had been "spoken
to”, a search of war diaries, reports of proceedings and logs, has not
shown that Neptune was ever aware of the risk he had run, or the true
nature of the ship he had boarded and investigated.
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8 Close Encounters: other
German Supply Ships and
Disguised Raiders

Beside the encounter between HMAS Sydney and the German disguised
raider Kormoran, there were several close encounters with the enemy
under drcumstances which might be thought to have had similar features
to those which confronted Sydney. They included German and Italian
disguised raiders. and in one case a potential blue-on-blue’ with =
British special service freighter or T ship. Only one othet incident
resulted in the loss of one of HM Ships, but all encountess involved
difficulty in communicating with the chase. radio silence or loss of
aerials, closing inside the enemy’s effective gun 1ange, #tc. Many. but
not all, of these incidents were detailed in Baftle Summary No. 13, and
not all of them were well handled by the British forces.

But the early lessons ahout raiders were clear, they were heavily armed,
equipped with torpedoes, mines, and alreraft and mounted 5.9-inch
guns which were capable of central control out to an effective range of
about 18,000 vards.

Significantly, boards of enquiry into these cases were not always held,
and, where they were held, they were local affairs conducted by the
appropriate naval authorities.

British ‘Q" Ship Lambridge v. HMS Neptune,

20 January 1940

This encounter has already been described in Chapter 7. Suffice it to
say here that Commander Brunton's claim that he could have disabled
Neptune with two torpedoes and swept his upperdeck, was a frightening
portent of what might happen when an unsuspecting warship met a
Getman raides. Admiral Campbell was right to try to pass on the waming,
but the secrecy with which British ‘0" ships were operated in the early
months of WWLI may have militated against his attempts to wam
the fleet.
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The raider Thor

Thor, the fourth ship of the first wave of German ralders, made two
commerce raiding cruises.’ Yet, despite being operated aggressively by
her captain in 1940-41, Thor was not, in terms of tonnage sunk or
captured, one of the more successtul raiders. However, after finding six,
quick victims in the Atlantic. Thor was involved in three engagements
with British Armed Merchant Cruivers.

Alcantara’s action, 28 July 1940

In Thor’s fight with the AMC Alcantara, the British ship was outranged
and badly damaged. The Thor received minor damage and was able ta
repals herself at sea. As 2 tesult of this action, the Admiraity took
urgent steps to increase the range of its AMCs' guns and effect other
improvements, one significant recommendation being that gunshields
should be fitted to all quns, to protect the gunners from blast and
shrapnel.

Carnavon (astle’s action, 5 December 1940

The Admiralty’s measures weze not in time to help the Carnarvon Castle
when she met the Thor. Carnovon Castle was a large cumbersome, lightly
armed linet, and she too was badly damaged. while the Thor was again
able to withdraw and repair herself. Word of Thor's successes was soon
passed to other German raiders who began to operate with increased
confidence against British AMCs. The action also drew considerable British
forces into the South Atlantic, though these were then diverted to the
hunt for the regular German warship, Admiral Schear.

The disappearance of the Armed Merchant Ship Voltaire,
April 1941

The Thor had already engaged and escaped from two British AMCs when
she fell in with a third, HMS Voltaire. who was not so lucky. Voltaire, a
cumbersome liner, was out-manoeuvred. out-gqunned, and overwhelmed.
An early hit destroyed Voltaire’s wireless and she sank without putting
out an enemy eport. The British only learned that there had been an
engagement through 2 German communiqué on 5 April 1945, On 7
April (three days after the battle). the Canadian AMC Prince David, who
had been vent to investigate, founid heavy patches of oil and an extensive
area of fotsam near Voltoire's last known position. Meanwhile, about
200 survivors had been picked up by the Thor and they were sent to
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pnsoners in Germany. Apparently. little

Mol Concers ire until on 11 April she was two

days overdue at 1. Without the German communigué nearly a

week would have passed Defore any alarm was rapsed

Leander sinks R.A.M.B.1, 27 February 19

41

HMS Lagr

ibed in Battle Summar

Corpwall sinks Penguin, 8 May 1941

The Penguin was the second most successful of all the miders until she
met HMS Comwall in May 1941." As noted in Chapter 6, Cormwell sank
her, but not before the cruiser’s captain had allowed the range to close
to 10,500 yards and Penguin had scored several hits on Cormwall, whose
guns, when ordered to fire for effect. sulfered an electrical failure.
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Larmwell a I#amed, from mterrogat of enemy ners, that the
Gernman commanding officer was ready will reachernus tactic, He
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had previously contemplated stopping when forced to and then trying
to get within close gun and torpedo range for a surprise attack when

picking up the boarding party ...”

Despite Cornwall's well-executed daylong search, the CinC, East Indies
Station was not pleased, Amongst other issues, he thought that Cormwall
should have broken radio silence to tell his CinC what he was doing,
and to ask if the Tameriane, the genuine merchant ship whose identity
Penguin had adopted, was in the area. The CinC's covering letter to the
Admiralty read:

No.791/E.1.1237. 15th July,1941.

THE SINKING OF GERMAN RAINFR NO. 33 BY H.M.S,
CORNWALL- 8th MAY, 1941

o I

[ have the hanour to forward for the Information
of Thalr Lordships the enclosed report by
Captain P.C.W. Manwaring, Royal Navy, H.M.S,
CORNWALL on the sinking of a German raider on
Bth May, 1941,

2. My criticisms of the conduct of the operation
in fts wvarious phases are altached as
Appendixl,

NOTE: The full story of the Engine Room
Department failures after the action will not
be known until the Tindings of the Board of
Enquiry ordered have been received and
consequent ly these happenings are not commented
upon in this letter,

3.HBroadly speaking the faults amounted to:-
{al Too rigid an adherence to W/T silence:

(b A confuzed and incomplete appreciation
of the situation leading to

{c) Unprepaeredness for all eventualities;
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4.

td) Imperfect organisation and training
within the ship 10 geal wilh breakdowns.

Ihe cumulatfve effect of the errors and
omissions might well have resulted in the
ralder escaping or (ORNWALL suffering much
more séripus damages than she esctually did.
Ihe redeeming features afe that the ralder
wis found and destroyeq,

£, Action has been takeén to promulgate o
the Last Indiss Sguadron instructions regarding
the breaking of W/T silence In sfmilar
Circumstances,

Dafinite identification of a susplclous ship
without risk to one's own 3hip =ust always be
A sery difffcult matter aspeclaliy with an
enemy so well vérsed in the art of deceit a3
the Germans. In this case, had CORNWALL kept
me mare Informed af what was going on she
would have heen told that no friendly ship
wias expected Tn her immediate vicinity and
that S5.5. TAMERLANE was not on the Station,
[n any case, the Faillure on the part of the
suspected ship to obey the signals made to
fier or to be influenced by wardlng shots wes
Justification enough to open fire with effect.
1 concur generally In the approach procedure
suggested in paragraph 72 of H.M.S. CORNWALL'S
report, and fnstructions on these lines have
been fssued.

If there 15 good reason to suppose that the
ralder has captured Brltish crews on board, 1
se¢ no oblection to some such signsl proposed
in paragraph 73 of H.M.S. CORNWALL'S report
being made ny Y¥/5 [visual signalling] but only
provided there is time to pass il without in
any way prejudicing the destruction of the
raider, The saving of British Tives will not
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of course influence the German decision and |
think as a general rule if the Captain of the
raider feels there is Lhe s)ightest chance of
daing damage to the British warship or evading
her, he will not accept the téerms.

. The Commanding Officer, H.M.5, CORNWALL In
paragraph 17 of his report recommeénds that
this class of cruiser should be fitted with
short range R.O/F and that hoarding boats
designed for the purpose should be introduced
into the Service. | concur in both these
suggestions,

. Recommendations, After Tull consideration of
the circumstances the only recommendations
[for awards] of the Commanding Officer which |
can fully endorse at the present moment are
thase in respect of Mr, William Henry Victor
Loveless, Warrant Ahipwright, Royal Mavy, and
Mr. frederick Charles John Weiseman, Warrant
Electrician, Royal Navy (see Appendix X to
H.M.5. CORNWALL's report). The temporary
repairs to H.M.S. CORNWALL were certainly
carried out expeditiously, The recommendations
of Engine Room Department personnel must, 1
consider, await the outcome of the Board of
Fnquiry, while the recommendatfons in respect
nf good service in general and not this action
in particular could more appropriately be
considered in a Periodic rather than an
Operational 1ist. 1 am instructing Captain
Manwaring accordingly.

|l have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
(Stogned) (R. LEATHAM)
Vice Admiral.
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Devonshire sinks Atlantis, 22 November 1941

Having failed in her search for Kormoron in early 1941, the cruiser HMS
Devonshire had better luck seeking and sinking Atlontis." Atlantis had
been the most successful disquised raider. sinking or capturing more
tonnage even than any regular German warship. Having passed south
of Australia in August 1941, Ationtis was detailed on het homewand
journéy to act as a [F-boat supply ship, and was in the Atlantic just
south of the equator when Devonshire found het, Devonshire was fiying
dusk and dawn alt patrols and at first light Atlantis was spotted by hes
Walrus (the same type of alrcaft as Sydney camed). The raider attempted
deception by sending the warship rasder report. RRR, but used groups
of thiee letters instead of four, and gave her name (oot callsign) 2s
Polyphemus. Keeping outside the ensmy's etfective gun ange. Devonshire
broke radio silence to ask il this could be the genuine Polyphermus, and
the moment the GnC replied in the negative, she opened fire at 17,000
yards. Atlantis soon blew up but. as the presence of U-boats was strongly
suspected, the survivors were not picked up,

Dorsetshire sinks the U-boat supply ship Python,
1 December 1941

HMS Dorsetshire’s sinking of the Python was another model of the correct
way o do things, Captain Agar used aerial reconnaissance to augment
his search and, when he found his chase, he remained well autside its
gun tange. and continued his anti-submarine zig-zag all the time he
was near the datum. Two warning shots at long range were sufficient to
persuade the Pythen to scuttle herselt. Python was carrying 500 men,
her own crow as well as some Atlantis survivors whom she had recovered.

Durban meets a ship who gives a false identity,
13 March 1942

As noted in Chapter 6, in December 1941 the Adminalty promulgated
specific advice on raider tactics and methods of positive identification
using information of merchant shipping movements.* Despite this advice,
even some months later the endorsed system for identifying ships was
not working fully. Another experienced naval officer, Captain P.G.L.
Cazalet, DSC. RN, of HMS Durban, when criticised for allowing a merchant
ship to escape by giving a false identity, pleaded in his defence that
three quasters of the merchant ships encountered failed to answe:
correctly the signal “NKI™ - “You should make your signal letters™ (the



CHAPTER EIGHT 227

same signal sent by HMAS Sydney to the Kormoran). In failing light,
anil in order to identify his chase and read its” signals, Cazalet had
closed the unidentified merchant ship to 3000 yards. He also departed
from the procedure lmd down, viz:’

(B) CHALLENGING

Challenge procedure in accordance with NCSIT
371 ... This procedure is shortly being
pxtended to all allled shipping and should
gssist jdentification

Cazalet claimed that, * ... about 0% of British Merchant Ships do not
understand this procedure and the results obtained are therefore
frequently inconclusive ... * The following document provides Cazalet's
full explanation:*

5ir:;

[ regret to report ds fullows concerning the
encounter of H.M.Ship under my command with &
merchant vessel on Friday, 13th March, 1942
which may have beern the captured British Ship
SPEYBANK acting as an enemy minelayer,

2. The ship was tirst sighted at 19258 13Llh March
bedaring 255", distance 11 miles. | 'Was then
in position 3583 Soutrh 20°10' Fast steering
2577 at 13 knopts. Paravanes were streamed.
The ship appeared to be steering 090" at sbout
10 knots and it was estimated she would pass
fairly close and that an alteration aof course
to intercept her would he unnecessary. |
gecordingly magintained my course and speed.

3. The light, which wdas in my favour, was failing
fast and T do not consider | was sSighted by
her until T commenced signalling, using a red
Aldis Lamp. She was then at & distance of
about 6 miles. On sighting me, she appeared
te make & slight alteration to starboard hut
soon resumed har arfginal course,
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4,1 first signalled to her (he international
signai NNJ ("You should make your signal
letters®™). She did not answer this, This was
in no way unusual. It 1% my experience that
gniy 251 of merchanl ships answer this signal
correctly and 'n any case most merchant ships
delay considerably before answering when first
called. There was some [ight left and as the
range was still consigerable | now used &
white Aldis Lamp and asked “What ship?® This
wWas answered At once In confyrmity with usual
practice but the merchant ship®s signalling
lamp was bad and difficulty was experienced
in reading her signals. Repetilion wes called
for and she repeated her answers mare than
once. Cventually tne following information
was obtatned: “LFVFRNBANK New York to Durban®.
Her silThoguette wes then compared with that Tn
“Merchant Ships (lalhot Booth)®™ and found to
correspond. She then signalled “Good Wight™.

5. Throughout the whole encounter my suspicions
had nat been aroused for the following reasons: -

(a) She was sfghted within 1S miles of a traffic
route al dusk, withian /0 msiles of land, She
must therafore have been comparatively close
to land for many dayl ight hours &nd in easy
range of air reconnaissance. Reconna lssance
aircraft had been szighted during the
forenpon.,

(b) When sighted she was stearing & normal Course
and made no suspicious movements throughout
the encounter.

(¢} She answered signals willingly although her
signalling lamp was poor,

id) Her slilhouette corresponded exactly with
that to be expected for a Bank Line ship.
It was known that ships of this line might
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be encountered in this srea. It was also
clear that she was not in any way simflar
Lo any known raider, Her name was not in
any shipping intelligence |ists which were
then anboard but these ware incomplete and
har omission was nol remarkable,

6.As | was not suspicious, | did not consider
boarding but in any case Lhe weather conditions
at the time were unfavourable.

7.AL the time of the encountep my pori engine
was out of actfon due to & leaky main steam
dJotnt and | was proceeding on the Starboard
engine alone.

H.AL this point 1 was faced with a familiar
situation, In order to eliclt further
information, it would Le necessary to close
the range to 3000 yards or less, At any greater
range the merchant ship’s sfgnalling lamp was
very difficult to read.

. To close on the beam of a8 ship which has not
been positively identified is cbviously Uunwise
and the correct method would therefore appear
to be:- to turn, work round ahead of the ship
to @ position aboul 3000 yards on her bow and
order ship to proceed on a certain course ar
to stop. In most cases 1t takes a fong time to
make merchant ships understand what is required
of them and the procedure itself would occupy
a considerable amount of time. Moreover, in
order to be practically certain of the identity
of the ship concerned, it is considered that
such a procedure would be necessary in the
case of many merchant ships sighted during
dark hours.

10. Each merchant ship so treated would be delayed
and & wdarship making ¢ passage dlong a
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frequented traffic route might be constiderably
delayed by the necessity of maklng several of
these identifications. | have therefore in
the past consideresa it undesirable and
imprecticable when on passege Lo carry oul
this complete identificatton uniess suspicious
circumstances exfsted. As [ had no suspicions
in this case | allowed the ship Lo proceed.

11. Tha Merchant Ship Recognltion Procedure was
not carried ogut as this would have meant the
alteration aof cour<se ang the procedurs
ment ioned gbove., It bas alsn been my experiencs
that about 502 of British Merchant Ships do
not understand this procedure and the results
obtained are therefore frequentiy inconclusive.

12. My fallure to penetrate the disguise of this
minclaver Vs very deeply regrotted.

I have the nanour Lo be,
sir,
Your obadient Servant,
(PG Cazaler)
Captdin, Royal Navy

One fact, which emerged, was that, if Durban had asked his CinC, he
would have been told that no such ship as Levernbank was in the area.
Thete is more about this unsatisfactory incident in Battle Summary No.
13. Carzlet’s explanation was recognized as being rather lame and the
cover of the file is endorsed “B/E [Board of Enquiry] held 26.3.42 Captain
P.G.L Cazalet DSC RN to blame”,
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Notes
1 The Thor was Raider E o1 Schiff 10.
2 The Penguin was Rafder F o1 Schiff 32,

E) “Sinking of German Raider report by HMS Cornwall, 13 May 1941, NHB
Ale (formerly M 012944741).

4 Covering letter from CinC East Indies, 15 July 1941, NHB (formerly M
012944 /41),

§ Atlantis was Raider € or Schiff 16. The first entry in the Naval War
Diary gave the name Goldenfels,

B Admiralty message, 1618A/16/12/41, PRO: ADM 1/12033,

7 ibid.

B Letter from HMS Durbarr, 25 Mach 1942, ' Encounter with unknown
ship which gave wiong name’ PRO: ADM 1/12033.
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9 Lessons for the Future:
Admiralty Orders for
Dealing with German
Disguised Raiders

Learning the lessons

As noted in Chaper 3, on 30 November 1941 the First Sea Lard in London
asked the ACNB for all available information regarding the action between
HMAS Sydney and the Kormoran “..so that we can deduce any lessons
for the future.”' Some of the specific lessons relating to matters of
identification, approach and challenge have been illustrated already,
but there were also more general implications for RN practice.

Aims early in the war

One of the declared Admiralty aims, early in WWTI, was to capture enemy
tonnage and to add it to the British registry. A side effect of this would
be the capture of potentially valuable cargoes, and valuable intelligence.
It is not clear from the documents found in the archives whether this
meant intelligence in general, or whether the authors of the various
minutes had some knowledge of Enigma and the operations conducted
to capture cryptographic materal from German weather ships and U-
boats. The debate described in the following documents is peripheral to
the loss of HMAS Sydney, except that it largely stems from a signal DTG
16184,/16 December 1941 made in the aftermath of her disappearance.
Furthermore, the various minutes help to illuminate the views of senior
officers in the Admiralty.

The presence of U-boats

It had been the established practice since the days of sail to board
suspicious vessels. Moreover, the custom and practice of the sea,
reinforced by international law, placed a responsibility on warships to
ensure the safety of enemy survivors, Grand Fleet Battle Orders in WWI
had already gone some way to changing these obligations, and the
experience of WWII added impetus. As the war progressed the Admiralty
became more convinced that: ¢
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How that it is the policy af the enemy to
Leruen Merchant Ships with U boats, 1t 1s
questionahle whather boarding or rescue work
is practicable by any of H.M. Ships without
imcurring an unjustiflanie risk

The problems which this situation exposed were discussed over many
months of 1943 and into 1944, and 1n a vanety of different contexts.

Bpanﬂng disguised raiders and blockade-runners and
picking up survivors

At first the debate concerned the value of intelligence to be gained and
whether ships should stop to pick up survivors:'

Z.HMeans gf praventing the scuttling of enemy
blackade runners were given much Lhought during
tha years 1939-194] and (finter alia) It was
proposed that we should announce that we would
fot rescue the crews of scutlled ships but
lesve them to thelp fate, The reasons for
deciding this proposal are well summarized in
VL.C.N.S5." minute of the 9th March, 1940,
and War Cabinet paper of the 25th July, 1941,

" When the C.A.F.0. [Confidential Admiralty Fleet
Order] was last issued it had been propossed to
omit paragraph 3, but it was reinstated Dy
the direction of the First Lord.

3, Since that date it has become known that in
certain areas blockades runners have both close
and. distant screens of U-boats so that it
has become extremel|y dangerous for ships to
stop efther for boarding or Lo pick up
survivors, As & result, D0,0,0,(H) Tssued the
instruction embodied 1n C.ALF.0. 1021/43 to
cover crufsers and above and now suggesls
that 1t be extended to all H.M. Ships.

4.1n the case ot crulsers and above the
aperational reasons In favour of abandoning
attempls to board & blockade runper or save



CHAPTER NINE 235

her crew in areds known or suspected to be
dangernus to U-boats are incontrovertible.
further, the operational reaseons against
cruisers and above stopping in all dreds Lo
pick up survivors are cogent, the more so
since Lhe reasons against abandonment set out
in W.P. 41(1/8) are not as strong as Lhey ware
with the reductton in ralder activity. A threat
that the U-bpats who have taken their place
would not pick up our merchant seamen would
clearly cut no lce. M. Branch are not, however,
clear that it is necessary or advisable to
extend the prohibition to attempls to board
in areas where the presence of U-boats s not
suspected.

. Equally, in the case of destroyers and below

M. Branch doubt,

{alwhether a prohibition against hoarding
aught to be issued, or

{b)whether 4 prohibition against rescuing
need apply to areas where the presence
of & U-hoat §s5 not suspected.

The obvious impartance of bparding 15 that it
improves our chances or saving a cargo of,
2,0, rubber, which might be of great importance
te the war effort, whilst apart from
humanitarian grounds the two disadvantages of
a complete prohibition against rescuing
survivers are,

{a)that we lose what has proved to be a
very valuable source of intelligence, and

(b)that 1f nor Tnstructions are discovered
they give the Germans almest as good an
opening for anti-British propaganda as did
shackling,
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6.1v must, however, be admitted that the
abandonment of enemy creéws has on occasion
had useful results, e.g, in Lhe case of H.M.S,
DEVONSHIRL s raiger where the crew were picked
up by U boats who had to ahandon their patrol
and return lemediately to Lheir bases, in
s0me Cases towing opan boats. [n this connection
1t may be remarked that the abandonment of a
plockade runner crew and & subsequent relurn
to the spot might w=li provide the occasion
for an anti U-boat operation.

7. In these circumstances M, Branch sugae<t, for
0.0.0.%s consideration, that the prohibition
dgainst boarding cover,

(1) for crulsers and above, areas known
to be frequentsd by U-boats or 1f which
the presence of § U boat s suspected

(i1} for destroyers and below, arcas
where the presence of & U-boat s
suspected,
and that the prohibitlion against rescue
Cover,

({) for cruisers and above, all areas

L11) for destroyers and below, d4reas known
to be frequented by U-boats or where the
presence of a lU-boat 15 suspected.

for Head of M. Branch I
23 July, 1943
Concur with Head of M,
D.0.D. H).
25th July 1943,
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The caplure of an enemy merchant ship,
confidential papers or prisoners, dre all
highly desirable objectives.

A destroyer is the best of fensive A/S vessel
and, atter a search, should be reasonably
safe From a ll-Boat threatening her. Certainly
if weather conditions are suitable for boarding
at all, the process of lowering and picking
up a boarding party from a destroyer should
he rfeasonably safe and might well result in
the destruction of a U-boat into the bargain.
Thaugh the business of picking up surviyors
is apt to he mare protracted, a destroyer
should be able to ensure her own safety.

With reference to paragraph 7 above, Lherefore,
it is suggested that destroyers and below
should be permitted to board and rescue in
all areas. D.ALU. D, agrees,

0.0.0.(1)
3rd August, 1943,

The Captain’s discretion

After six months. the debate turned on what discretion should be given
to individual commanding officers. The Director of Plans argued strongly
that, since every circumstance would be different, commanding officers
should be given guidance, not woolly instructions and conflicting orders,
and then left to use their discretion:

| confess | like this docket less each time it
comes round. As 0.T7.5.0. says, D.OLD.(F*)'s
new draft will stand up to scrutiny by Goebhels,
but T think it will invite adverse criticism
from Senior Officers at sea.

2. Surely it is wrong for the Admiralty to tell
Captains of cruisers what they *“must®™ and
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b

“should not”™ do about stopping and hparding;
and worse to hedge such Instructions around
with provisos and saving clauses? Anyway, it
i$ inconsislent to do so in a C.A.F.D., which
begins - "lhe follawing coursgs of actian ...
are recommended™,

The modern problem of dealing with suspected
ratders is |1ke the ald one of leaving your
canvoy so that you may &ngdde the enemy, which
Tatter has been argued gbout since the Dutch
Wars. Both present themselves in infinitely
varfatle circumstances and therefore call for
nice judgement and guick decision. 1t is just
these gqualities which a Post Captain s expected
to nave. It he is fit for his job he will do
what he thinks best, whatever the gurreni
C.AF.O. may say; knowing quite well that
this is what he is there for, and that the
Commander-In-Chief or the Admiralty, or both,
will certainly call Him Lo dccount 1F he dees
Lhe wrang thing,

. 1 suggest, therefore, that (t is improper to

fnstruct him, specifically in advance. At
worst, 1et us issue a clear-cut grder. Bul
instructions which in the same breath qualify
themselves by references to “normal
clrcumstances”™, “neing satisfied in regard Lo
Lhe safely of his owd ship", etg, are merely
read as an attempt by the Admiralty to have
things both ways., The Artlicles of War and
K. R AL [King's Regulations and Admiralty Instructions] 1ay
themselves open to similar criticism on every
paue: bul those venergble tomes are hallowed
by tradition and anyway are not read in the
same Tight as currenl grders, AT 0.'% dre
Lhe maans whereby the Admiralty exercise day-
to.day control, and anything fn them which
savours of befng less then 4 squdre deal tends
to undermine the confidence and leyalty aof
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the Fleet. That s why | think that the proposed
C.A.T.O. is a mistake., Better occasionally to
see a ship risked and, 1f necessary, Lo censure
an individual .0,

5, The above ramarks have heen welttenm with the
Captain of a cruiser in mind, but they apply
generally to any €.0. Experience or the lack
of it, ¥s only a matter of degree.

B, What any aofficer 15 grateful for 1s guidance
by dccess Lo the collated experience of others,
Only the Admiralty can glve him this. | suggest,
therafore, that any previous Instructions now
in force be cancellad, and Lhat this C.ALF.0.
be re-drafted an the following lines:-

) Statement of the prablem,

by Blucfdatfon of specific points, e.9.
methods of identification, position in
International Law, &tc.

t) Hints as to procedure, derived from
the experfence of this war,

and that L showld end by declaring that,
while it 15 hoped these notes will help, Lhe
correct course of action can only be decided
by the Commanding OFficer in the circumatances
of the moment,

Director of Flans.

10th December, 1943

Illustrated by the fate of the Sydney

The drafting of an updated chapter in Fighting Experience dealing with
these issues proceeded slowly and there are several versions in the
archives, but the Director of Naval Plans appears to have won
the argument:
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3.

D.T.5.D0. has prepared the attached draft
chapter on the treatment of Haiders, Supply
Ships and HBlockade Runners for C.B.04711 -
“righting Experfence™ wWith a view to
canceliing the conflicting C.A.M.0s, and
A.G.Ms., copies of which have been placed
behingd the deaft article. The article has
been considered by Staff Divisions and is now
submitted to the Board.

As 4 resylt of experience our paolicy both
towards the saving of enemy merchant tonnage
and the 1fwves of the (rew has changed
considerably. As app=arz from A.G.M_36A of
Ist May, 1941, ... great ispartance was then
attached to preventing the scuttling of enemy
marchant ships, and Cosmanding Officers were
Informed, with War Cabinet approval, that thefr
first consideration should be 10 save the
ship. Since that date, however, 1t has become
clear Lhat, with the increased efficiency of
German scutt!ing methods, the danger of finding
that the chase s a disguised rdaider and the
probable presence of & U-boat screen, the
advanlages to be gained by saving tonnage are
generally outweighed by the danger to the
intercepting ship - a poalnt forcibly
illustrated by the fate of the SIDNEY. The
gradual change in policy 1s evidenced in the
varfous Admiralty genera] messages Issued after
actions with blockade runners, and the present
article, whilst Teaving the matter within the
discretion of the Commanding Officer, states
that the primary object (s to deny the ship
and her cargo to Lhe enemy, and that te bring
the ship or cargo to port is subsidiary and
can never be worth the loss of one of H.M.
Shipe.

It 15 considered that under existing canditfans
of Naval warfare, the change In pelicy is
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fully Justified, but lst Lord may feel that
before the article 15 finally approved the
matter cught to be brought to the attention
pf the Prime Minister,

4. Ihe guestion of whether or not to stop to pick
up. the crews of scuttled or sunk merchant
vessels s difficult, but an attempt has been
made to state the problem fairly, give Naval
Ofticers the benefit of up-to-date experience,
and Teave them to solve it in the 11ght of the
particular circumstances confronting them. It
will be observed ... that lst Lord directed
that C.ALF.0.2302/741 should contain a statement
that “crews should not be Teft in open boats
on the high seas or to drown in their ships”™.
The present article, whilst stating the general
custom, does not give categorical Instructions
in this sense, as Staff Division were jmpressed
by the dangers attendant, in particular, on
cruisers in stopping in waters 1ikely to he
infested by U-Boats and fell that to include
a direction that crews be saved and then to
hedge it around with provisos and exceptions
could only Tead to confusfon. It 15 suggested
Lhal Lhe arlicle gs drafled covers lst Lord's
paint in a satisfactory manner,

H.Uraft submitted as amended editorially in ink.
for Head of M.1
18 February, 1944

Practical solutions

It will be recalled that in the general message on 16 December 1941,
after the disappearance of HMAS Sydney, the Admiralty had given an
analysis of the three most recent actions with enemy raiders
(see Chapter 6). As the lessons learned were assimilated and policy
debated, three amplifying signals were issued, To what extent these
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were based on intelligence about the action between Kormorasn and
Sydney, and what was based on other sources of information, is not
clear’

Withholding fire until stopped and boats lowered,
March 1942

Based apparently on the intelligence, which Cornwall had gleaned from
tnterrogation of prisoners-of-war from Penguin,” ships were warned that
the enemy might be planning to withhold his fire until there were
boats in the water:'

1538A/14th March

Adgressed: CIol Western Approaches 253
Date 14.3.42

F.O0. Forces H, BT].
Hoar Admiral West Africa
A 1.6 13 (less N.5.H.0. Ottawa)
fand K.0Q, Bambay)
NAVAL CYPHER D.0.T.T,
From Admiralty.
NITE
Admiralty 161BA/16th December 194).

Add paragraph CA_ There I: good reason to
believe that cnemy railders, {f stopped by
British Warships, have orders 1o withhold fire
until the British Ship 1= stopped and 1is
lowering a boat. The raider will not szend
thelr own boat 1f they can avoid doing so.

1538A734
D.0.0.(F) Approved Y. .L_N.S.
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Raiders carry MTBs , June 1942

SECRE] 162BB/11th June.

o “A™ Message Home and Ahroad BO&A
Nate 11.6.42
PsL OBY TSR

From: Admiralty;
IMMEDIALE,

Positive evidence has been recefved that German
rafders are carrying two or more M.T.B."s
[motor Lorpedo boats] armed with 2 torpedoes
and depth charges. Ihese craft are about 40
feet long speed 40 knots and are hoisted pul
by derrick, Usual signals are made by Ralder
to endeavour to persuade ships to stop and
M.T.B."'s also make signals in English and may
wear White Ensign in endeavour to deceive.

2.A11 Masters of Merchant vessels are to be
warned on the lookout for this form of attack
which there is reason to believe 15 generally
delivered during dark hours, Any vessel sighted
with a motorboatl <lung op & derrick should be
considered suspicious.

167BE/11,
for D.D.1.C. (1230)

Opening fire, August 1942

Later, in August 1942, an operational order was sent out, on a wide
distribution, warning commanding officers of HM Ships to be vigilant
and to be prepared to open fire when in the vicinity of suspected raiders:
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MOST SECRET MESSAGE oot

1734A11Lh August

To: L. 'n C. Home Fleet, 223,

C.

Western Approaches, 981.
Date: 11.8.482,
Maditerransan. B8,
Eastern Flept. 566,

in C. South Atlantic. BOJ.

S.B.N.D. Mest Atlantic. 373,

R.A. West Africa 599.

F.O.C.M.A. 315.

Australian Commonwealih Nava! Board 762.
New Jealand Maval Board. 96].

Navdl Cypher D.0.T.P,

FROM: Admiralty
HASEGRAM,

In amplification of Admirally Massages 1618A/
16/12/41, 1538A/14/3/742, and 1628B/11/6/42 the
faltlowing are recommended courses of action
by H.M. Ships in dealing with ships which may
he disquised raiders, and Commanding Officers
should he informed accordingly:-

1. 3tate of readiness Lo gpen flre

2.

Enemy ralders are usually powerfully armed
gnd if fitted with modern R.D.F., will be
sbie to open fire at long renges with great
accuracy. Bafore closing to establish {dentity
of any vessel, H.M. Ships must therefore be
ready to open fire instantly,

Jgentification
[f the ship cannotl immediately be definitely



CHAPTER MIME 245

identified by information available and use
of challenge procedure, she should be regarded
a5 suspect. W/T silence may have to be broken
Lo obtain confirmation of suspicions from Shore
Authority, Subseguenl actiuvn should be on the
following lines.

3. Subsequent Action,

(a)Stop her and warn her that she will be
fired on if she moves engines.

{(b)Avoid exposure to torpedo attack. She
may he armed with torpedoes and may
also be accompanied by U/Boats.

{c)Ship should not be boarded, but should
be made to send a boat with all ship's
papers, Master and some of the crew for
interrogation.

(d) The utmost vigilance should be observed
at all times in the presence off any
suspected raider, and fire opened
immediately if any suspicious activity
iz observed.

{e) Though it is preferable from the point
of view of British shipping tonnage,
to capture enemy merchant ships or
supply ships, (for which purpose anti-
scuttling fnstructions are contained
in C.A.F.0.2302/41), rather than sink
them, unless the Commanding Officer is
satisfied that no risk 1s attached to
process of capture, he should sink an
anemy ship rathar than attempl Lo
capture her.

173447111
D.7T.5.0. (Tal No.169,)
Approved A.C.N.5. (F)
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The Naval Prize Manual

However, the CinC Eastern Fleet spotted an inconsistency between the
latest signalled operational orders and the Naval Prize Monuel. Perhaps
he was prompted by a suggestion from Cormwall. This lead to another
round of minutes in the Admiralty:"

it will be observed from paragraph 3 of the
Most Secret Sigmal Ko, [734A/11th August, 1942,
that Commanding Officers have been Instructed
that suspected ships “should not be approached
but should be made 1o send & boal with 21]
ship’s papers, master and jome af the crew
for interrggation”™. This Instruction appears
to conflict with paragraph BO of the Naval
Prire Manua)l which <tates that “he (Ufficer
In command) should not 1n erdinary cases réquire
4 boat to he sent from the CHase, but in
anceptional circumstences, e.49., tf he has no
efficient boat availabie ne may require the
Master af the Merchant vessel to send 4 boat
ta convey a visfting nfficer to Lhe Merchant
vpssel. Under no circumstances should he
roquire the Master of the Merchant vessel to
feave his ship®.

Would D.1.5.0. please camment and In particular
as to whether this apparent inconsistency with
the Naval Prize Manua) was considered in 1ssuing
this instruction. Would M, please remark from
the International Law aspect.

for Head of N.L.
Brh Januery, 1943

Admiralty Signal 1724/11 August was the oulcome
of 7.5.0.138/42 of 12/2/42 - lessons of
iisguised Raiders.

?. The measures recpamended in it werd intended
to safeguard ships against sudden attack by
disguised ralders as fn the case of Lhe SYONLY
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torpedoed and sunk by KOMORAN on 19th November
194] off Lhe West Coast of Australfa.

The order with regard to the Masler of the
ship, befng summoned an board follewsd the
precedent of the order fssued by C.-In-C.
Grand Fleet (Admiral Jeliicos) on August 24,
1915, after tho HAMSEY had been torpedoed by
the disguised German ship METEOR on August B,
1915, in the Moray Firth. The Grang Flaet
Order was as follows - “[f the ship haz been
actling suspiciously or 1s thought te bhe armed
of manosuyres for position she should be stopped
with &4 warning gun, an offing kept and the
master prderfed] to bring his papers on board.™
There was also the case of H.M.5. ALCANTARA
being tarpedced and sunk by the rajder GRELF
on February 29, 1916, and the boat sant hy the
DUNDEE to the disguised raider LLOPARD (March
i16, 1917) being sunk,

The Prize Manual (revised by Dr. Pearce Higgins
in 1923) was not referred Lo specially when
the telegram of August 1] 1942, was drafted

‘a8 1ts introduction states 1t 15 only for

guidance, W.E.Hall's International |aw, Tth
Edition, 1917, edited by Pearce Higgins says
that *modern usage allows the master to be
summoned with hils papers on board the cruiser
and the reguiations of the Dutch and German
navies order that this shall be done.' p.799,
footnote. It is to be regrétted that during
the intarval of peace ng attempt has been
made to correlate the Prize Manual with the
fessons, experience and practice aof the
last war,

The practfce of susmoning the master on board
was sometimes in pse in the Napoleonfc wars.
There is no established usage on this particular
point. The Declaration of London (1909) does
not mention 1t.
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6.

D.7.5.0. concurs with C.-1n.C., E.F.'s proposal
to amend Prize Manual and suggests therefore
that Prize Manusl 1923, article 80, should be
deleted or have & notce added to the following
affect:

“As an enemy raidsr may beé disguiscd 25 a
merchant ship, 1t the ship cannot
immediately be fidentifledshe should be
regardged as suspect, The ship shauld not
be boarded but shoulg be required to send
& boat with the master or first officer
gnd the ships pepers in orger that her
lgentity may be establishead.”

it 1s for consideration also whelher
fnstructions should be fissued stating that
the Prize Manual at 1923 was only intended as
4 gufde and, 1f !t conflicts with any
operational order issued during the war, the
latter ls Lo be followed,

DIRECTOR OF TRAINING & STAKF DUTIFS DIVISION
24 January, 1943,
The delay in this paper |9 ragretted,

Fully concur with D.T.5,D. It mlght have been
preferred that pare 30 of Admiralty's 1734/
L1/8 should have begun - “Notwithstanding
Article 80 of the Naval Prize Manual, etc.”.
I doubt, however, if thare {5 much danger of
anybody thinking that & categerical Admiralty
Order plainly in canflict with the provisions
of the Prize Manual is auer-ridden by the
latter. There have been seyveral Aamiralty
Orders {incomsistent with the Prize Manual,
and we have never had any UJifficully over
thelr eaxecytion. for example, our anté-
scuttling measzures and our grder that all
enemy merchant ships in the Atlantic may be
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sunk at sight are hardly consistent with Lhe
Prize Manual.

2.1 think that Article BO should be completely
deleted and repleced wilh something 11ke the
ol lowing: -

“Hhere (he chase can be definitely
fdentitied a1 harmless, she should in
general beg boarded and should not be
required to send a boat. It is, however,
guite legitimaete to summon the master an
board with his papers, if there are special
reasnns for doing so.

In any eyent, {1f a chase cannol Dbe
fmmediately 1dentified as harmiess, she
is to be regarded as suspect and should
not be boarded. She should be ordered Lo
send a beoat with the mastler or first pfficer
and the ship®s papers, (in order that her
identity may be established). Enemy raiders
are usually disguised as merchant ships
and the grédtest Isportance 1< sLiached ta
Le gbservance® af this procedure.”

3. Concur wilh D.7.5.0. that there may be some
adeantage in calling attention to the fact
that the Prizo Manual serves as & guide and
does nol over-ride an ODperational Order,

Head of M. (I},
14th February, 1943

The new Article 80

In March 1943, more than fifteen months after the Sydney had met and
faught the Xormoran, an amendment to the Naval Prize Manual was at
last agreed. The publication of the new Article B0 was, apparently, one
of the last references in the British archives, however obliquely, to the
loss of HMAS Sydney, until atter the war's end. The AFO read:"
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A.F.0. P.173743
EOR QFFICIAL USE ONLY
Not tp be communfcated to sanvone culsige WM,
Servlce

P.173.-0.4. 5316-Haval Prize Manual-Amendment
EN-L. BZL/438,-18.3.1942, )

Article 80,
Cancel and suwbsffitute:-

“Where the chase can be definitely identified
a5 naraless, sh2 shou'ld 1n genersl be bearded
angd should nol b2 requlred ta 1end 2 bDoeatl. 11
is, however, Quite legitimale to sommon Lhe
master on board with his papers, 1Y thare are
spec (sl reasons for doing so,

In @ny event If & chase cannot be Thmediately
fdentified as harmless, she (s to be regarded
8% suspect and shouwld ot be boarded, She
Should be ordered to sénd & boat with the
master or first officer and the ship's papers
a5 & first step towards establishing her
fdemtity. Enemy ratders are wsually disguisad
as merchant ships and the gredtest importance
ls attached to the gpservance of this
procedure.”

(N 52043, -AF.0.P. 173743)
(Last amendment, A.F.0, P.228740)
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10 The Material Condition of
HMAS Sydney

The Director of Naval Construction

Sir Stanley Goodall, Director of Naval Construction during most of Warld
War II, took damage to ships and their loss very seriously. At the first
report of damage, usually a signal, a file would be opened and kept
active Ul repairs were complete, Each [ile contained reports of
proceedings, photos, notes, etc and some case interviews with survivors,
by Goodall himself if the case was interesting enough. By the end of
the war there were two hig cupboards of such files, which were
subsequently transterred to the PRO. Sometimes no further information
came, and this appears to have been the case with Sydney: a file was
opened but the onty paper put in it was a typed copy of the ONI report
of her loss.’

The Leander Class

The design of HMAS Sydney was derived from the Leander class. HMS
Leander herself was the lead ship, conforming to the limits set by the
London Treaty of 1930. Four ships of the Leander class were ordered in
1930-31 for the Royal Navy, and three more ships, originally intended
for the RN, were completed for the RAN in the mid 1930s. At an early
stage of modification,”

it was declded to adopt a unit system of
machinery alternating boiler room, engine room,
baifler room, engine room, Either boiler room
could feed ejther engine room and there was 2
good chance that the ship would still be mobile
with any two spaces flooded. This additional
security was gained at a price;: the length of
the machinery spaces went up by 9ft to 1B8ft
and the length owver which the side armour
extended to Lhe upper deck was 14170 instead
of 84ft in the earlier ships. The length of
the ship was increased by Bft but it was clear
that they would be even mare cramped than the
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asymmetric bubyency of the other wing
compartment would cadse a very Jarge heel
and, in all probatalitly, capsize the ship.

In sther words, while the forward shafts passed outhoard of the boilers
in the after boller room leaving small wing compartments, there was no
problem with the stability of Sydney when undamaged. Further, the
designers had checked that the heel due to the flooding of one wing
space would be small. However, if a torpedo explosion flooded both
engine rooms, the after boiler room and one wing space, the asymmetrnic
buoyancy of the remaining wing space would, with the loss of stahility
from three flooded compartments, cause very rapid capsize, pechaps in
less than a minute. Though with hindsight this may be obwious, it
would have been almost lmpossible, without a computer in the 1930,
to calculate such a condition.’

4-in ammunition

In 1541 it was believed that 4-inch ammunition would not detonate in
a fire. By 1943 however Goddall's studies of the causes of the loss of
ships. including HM Ships Heod and Barham, had shown that this
ammunition could explode. This makes it more likely that a 4-inch

ammunition explosion may have been the cause of the loss of
HMAS Sydney.*

Sydney damaged in fight with the Bartolomeo Colleoni

In 1940, HMAS Sydney was best known for her famous fight with the
Italian cruiser Bartolomeo Colleont in the Mediterranean on 19 July
1940, Although she sank the [talian, Sydney was herself slightly
damaged. The damage is listed on the cover of the file containing Sydney's
report of the battle:

ltalian Cruiser “Bartolomen Collegne” [sic]

Sinking of-

19-7-40 off Cape Spada Reports by H.M.AS
“Sydnev" & ships of 29 Destroyer Squadron

HoMLALS “Sydney”

Gunnery Report Recoummendations etc.
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Admiralty remarks

Warn out Trgnsmifters nat to be retalined.
fuestion to be invesligsted seporately

Multiphones provided to replace volcepipe whore
distance is tpp great ete

AMmiralty Instructions fe gunnery procedure
(Ref AF_0. 180741

ngt rat!

Damage caused by Enemy Shell 1n Batler Room &
Engine Room. FRel to exemsplary conduct of
personnel and sachinery

try ray \gn
nfire

Repart by Warrant Snipwright
lactics of Destroyers snapged in Action
Criticism of by V-A (D)

The engine room narrative

One of the best known photographs of Sydney s of her sailors grinning
through a large hole in her forward funnel; damage which she received
during the engagement with the Italian cruiser. Although the damage
was largely cosmetic, the immediate effects of the explosion were widely
felt. This is how the Engineer Dfficer described i1:*

.++ At D921 an enemy thell exploded on the
part of the farward funnal 10 feet below the
travat, A hole 3 feel sguare was blown in the
funnel and emerged on the starbpard <ide.
Gratings, ladders and stiffening angles fnside
the funnel were damsged, and many splinters
werg found in the botler room, the majority
being located on the preheater toube plates.

The effect of the sexplosign in *A" boiler
room was small. All sprayers =hack flashed™
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far a dlstance of appraximately # feet, but
rigsumed norwadl burning immediately, Dne forcad
draught fan tripped but was restarted
immediately,. Steam pressure remained <steady
ang llghting was undamaged, No personnel were
infured 'n the baotler rooa.

The affect of the explosion was Telt in the
Forward Engine Room through the wenlilation
supply trunks, the inlets of which are at the
pace of the forwerd flunnel, No damage was
caused in the gnging roam butl heavy Tumes
putred down the ventiiation supply Lrunks &and
reguced visibility to & foew foeey, Ine exhaust
fans cleared the engine room (n 3 few minytes.

splinters from this shell stranded the Catapult
Accelerstion Wire and caused superficial damage
to the teeth of the training rack

Other structural damage

Sydney also received some other damage during the fight with the Ralian
but. as reported by Warrant Shipwright Fuller to the Commanding Officer
of Sydney, this does not seem to have been major. In his report Fuller
refers to the aggravation of certain weaknesses in the ship's structure,
due to prolonged qunfire, “.. which were reported on 11th July 1940 ...
* This, of course, is before the battle with the Bartolomeo Colleoni and
presumably 5 a reference to Sydney’s hard usage throughout the
Mediterranean campaign. The letter of 11 July 1940 has not been found
in the British archives:’

H.M.A.5. “SYDNEY"™,
20th July, 1940,
Sir,

[ have the honour to subsit the following
report on damage received during action on
19th July 1940,

2. A projectile, which burst on No.1 funnel Part
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side, caused a number of Jagged holes in Pinnace
No,133, Skiff No. 148 and Whaler No.506 besides
causing superficial damage to the Upper Deck
and Structure in this vicinity.

. The HWeaknezses in Ship"= Struclure due o
prelongsd gunfire, which were reported on 11lth
July 1940, were aggravated. The gas tight
doars (port and starboard) to Senior Officers’
Flat were blown fn and the plymex bulkhead to
Ho.15 Cabin distorted. Aluminfum scuttle frames
{72 in Mo.) to Senior Officers' Bathroom were
fractured and blown 1n. Hatch Cover to No.3
Flooding Cabinet was distorted. All the tiles
in Wardroom Galley were Tifted,

With regard to paragraph 2:- The ddmdge to
Pinnace No.133 entafls the renewal of
approximately 40 planks, and repairs to
Bulkhead, Stern Sheets, Thwarts and flooring.

53111_ﬂn‘11ﬂ keel and Hog require rencwal
aft Flanks (9 in No), Stern Sheets and bearers
regquire renewal, Stretchers and rubber reguire
repair. This dimage considered to be beyond
the capacity of Ship's 5taff and 1t 15 suggested
that a2 local contract be called Tor the work.
Bhaler No. 506 was immediately made seawurthy.
Planks (4 in No) wil]l be renewed, as early as
possible.

Superficial damage is being dealt with by
Ship's Staff,

With regard to paragraph 3: It is proposed to
renew the scutties in Senior Officers® Bathroom
and No. 15 Cabin, but to maintain fighting
efficiency, the damage is tempararily patched,
Remainder of 1tems are being dealt with by
Ship*s Staff,

1 have the honour to be,



260 HMAS Sydney |1

sir,
Your obedlienl servant,
[J & E Fuller)
HARRANT SHIPWRIGHT.
The Commanding 0fficer,
H. M. A.S5. SYDNLEY

New gun mountings

There appear to be no other records in the British archives concerning
the matenal condition of HMAS Sydney, neither her action damage nor
her state of repair, except a record that she could not be spared from
operations for new A.A, gun mountings to be fitted. This work had
been contemplated on the outbieak of hostilities, but had not yet been
taken in hand. Whether these mountings would have had shields is not
known fiom the British archives;*

Improvement of antl-afrcraft armament by
fitting twipn-mountings. This work has been
feferrad for the present as the ship cannot
be spared from service.

Damage caused by Kormoran

According to the German accounts, the Sydney was wery senously
damaged during the action with the Kormoran in November 1941. An
early gun salvo from the German raides hit the bridge and qunnery
director, possibly killing the command and destroying the central
direction of the main armament. A torpedo hit on the port side blew a
hole under "A” and "B~ turets, peeling back the roof of one turret and
jamming the other Sydney sutfered massive flooding forward. taking
up a large bow trim and losing speed.

Sydney's portside upperdeck was sprayed with medium calibre qunfire
from 2 cm guns and from a 3.7 cm anti-tank gun. This destroyed the
aircraft, which was on its catapult ready for flight and presumably full
of fuel. Fire, fuelled by aviation spirit, burned fiercely and spread rapidly.

As and after Sydney crossed Kormoran's stern, her starboard side upper-
deck was exposed to similar qunfire. Acconling to German accounts,
Sydney's upper deck and waterline on the starboard side were “peppered”
with medium calibre gunfire. Contrary to many English language accounts
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of the battle, by this stage Sydney’s "C” and "D” tunrets were jammed
to port and pointing away from Kormoran. and she made no
effective reply.

By now Sydney had slowed to a few knots and taken tnim more by the
stem, consistent either with counter flooding and/or flooding through
damage of the engine moms and/or boiler rooms. With the weather
deteriotating and night falling, and fires raging along the upperdeck
Sydney made off to the south

By this time most of Sydney’s boats and carley floats wers probably
damaged or consumed by fire.

Conclusions from the German evidence

The German evidenca of the loss of HMAS Sydney, primarily that included
in Volume 10 written in 1943, and the initial and interim reports of the
interrogation of German prisonets in 1941 indicate that the torpedo hit
forward caused a large bow trim, but that this is unlikely to have had
any effect on her loss. However, approximately thirty minutes later.
Sydney was reported to have reduced speed and to have taken trim
mare by the stern - though when she drew away to the south she was
still bows down. This suggests loss of motive power and either
counterflooding to deal with the former bow trim, or major damage and
uncontrolled flooding aft involving at least one boiler or engine room.
The cansequence may have been Qooding of sufficient spaces (see above)
to cause sudden capsize.

Although such an occurrence is quite possible, it is inconsistent
with the possibility of a single catastrophic explosion. The ACNB’s initial
report of interrogation of German prisaners said, "No violent explosion
was seen or heard”, and the ACNB's report of 12 February repeated that
“No explosion was heard”. However, other, German reports stated that
“flare-ups” onboard the Sydney were allegedly seen on the horizon by
the German survivors. If true, this suggests that the fires may have
reached the 4.inch magazine and initiated a magazine explosion later
in the night. However, whether Sydney was lost by flooding and capsize,
or by explosion. cannot be determined from the evidence in British
archives.
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Notes

D o~ N e

The authot is grateful to David Brown of the Royal Corps of Naval
Constructors for this information and for his assistance with this
chapter. The ONI report ks reproduoced in Chapter 6.

Eur Tng D.K. Brown M Eng C Eng FRINA RCNC. Nelson fo Wanguard
(Loadon: Chatham Publishing. 2000). p. 73

Letrer. D.K. Brown Lo the author. 28 March 2001. Auther’s collection,
Letter. DX Brown to the author 23 Aptil 2001. Authot’s collection.
FRO: ADM 1/11175.
lulnllnﬂﬂtﬂﬁhflhﬂﬂ.ll‘ﬂf‘ﬂ.ﬁ]ﬂhl“ﬂ
Enclosure (vi) to Sydney's letter, 8234/40, 30 July 1540, ibid.
Entry, 1% September 1941. FRO: ADM 199/738.



11 The Body on
Christmas Island

Despite extensive searches in Admiraity. Colomial and War Office files
for a reference to a cotoner’s inquest an the body washed ashore on
Christmas Island in early 1942, no evidence or any other relevant recond
has been found.’

There are. however, three documents from which it is possible to get 2
fairly clear picture of Christmas Island, before, dunng and after the
Japanese occupation.

There is a China Station Intelligence Report dated June 1941 for many
areas in the Far East. Christmas Island is described in detail, giving a
snapshot of the island whilst it was still in British hands. There is also
a history of the Island's administration. It became part of the Straits
Settlement in 1900 and continued as such until after the Japanese
occupation.’

There is also a file which contains a report by the District Officer. who
was captured when the Japanese occupied the island in March 1942
and who remained on the Island throughout much of the occupation.®
The Distyict Officer’s report refers to a dispatch dated Masch 1942, though
this has not been found.

On 25 October 1945 HMS Rother rendered "An account of Proceedings in
Connection with the Landing on and Subsequent Re-occupation of
Christmas Island”. The report. signed by Lieutenant Commander B.C.
Rodgers. RN, the commanding officer of HMS Rother. included a
description of her visit and the conditions found on her arnival.*

HMS Rother's repart of proceedings does mention that, in the absence
of the District Officer, the register of births, marriages and deaths had
been maintained by the Chinese and Malay population. There is no
mention of a shipwrecked body or of any autopsy. Contrary to rumours
which have been expressed to the author, there is no record in this
report of anyone from HMS Rother having disinterred any body.
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The three documents referred to above have been included in a
supplementary schedule submitted to the Naval History Directorate of
the Royal Austialian Nawy.

Notes

i Files examined at the FPROD inclnde, OO 771, (D 068, WO 104, WO 203,
WD 208, and WD 22¢.

2 PRO: WO 2527500,
3 PRO: CD 273/673/8.
i FRO: ADM 1719541,



Annex A
Log of Signals about
HMAS Sydney

The following log has been compiled from signals which have heen
found in the British archives or to which references have been found in
various documents in the British archives. Unless otherwise stated,
references were found in entries in the Naval War Diary.

Referred Fresent From DIG To Subject
to in location November
of copy & December
1941
ACNE DHO 01407721 ACNB  Sydney has not
12 Feb Westem yet arrived
42 Austialia
ACNE ACNEB 10542/23 Sydney  Report your
12 Feb position
¥,
ACNE ACNE OPORZ 24 CinC China Sypedmey
12 Feb overdie
b 36 hows
ACHND 08172/ 24 CiM Syney
owerdue,
reguest
search
ACHR Trocas o816/ 24 25 Germans
12 Feh in
&2 26" 06" 5,
111" 41'E
ACNB 1318L/24 Not to Trocos

Admiralty 1eports
survivons
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ADM 267,17 CinC China  1432Z/24 Forwarding
d signal
from
TROCAS
“received at
oroo
that day”

ACNE M 1E057 /2L ALCNB Tromp will
12 Fib search South
47 of Sunda

Straits

ANE OG16L 7% Admiralty No hother
ey of
Sydny

ACHE ARMT /5 Cenansehin
in force

16t Sea 1120A/25  ACHR, CinC Raider
Lomd China torpedoed
Syidney?

Gnd 1133825 Admiralty Conrur
China explanation:
ACNE
olganising
garch

ACNE 1634/25 Admimalty,  Survivors

ate nat from
Sydney
ACNE ACHE 1900Z/2% Admiralty, 4
L0082, 2T s

AL  Admzalty 2279A/7%  CGnC Plest. German POWs
e say they
weTe sunk
by Sydney
whao iz
oenidue

Smpapors OTIIL/ZE Admiralty  Summary

of Sydney
nluation
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? 1646726 Admimalty,  Summary
et of search
operations

It 15 probably one of the above signals on 26 Nov that the German Navy
claims to have intercepted and which, when decyphered by them four
days later, informed the Germans of the loss of Sydney.

ACNE 15192/27  Admimalty Syidnay
presumed lost

1. ADM 1. AL ACNB 1700Z,27 Admiralty  Initial report
198/736 of ACNB -
2. TWM Kormoran
2. ACNB was Raider G
12 Feb 42

1. ADM ACNB 0222Z/28 ?
199/736

2. ACNB
12 Feb 42

1. ADM ACNH DE04Z,/ 28 ?
199,/736

2. ACNB
12 Feb 42

ACNB 08127/28 Admiralty Ship
was
Stetermark

15t Sea 11154730 ACHNE Request you
Lord send PoW
debriefing

15t Sea 11164/30 ACHE Deepest
Lord sympathy
on loss of
Sydney and
Parramuita

iet Lord  ZI06A/2 ANNE {sic] Message of
sympathy
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ACNB 101EL/2 1* Sea  Ackmowledged
Logd
ACKE AL ALNE Gro0I Admuzalty Report of
12 Feb ptr InterTogation
& of I3
1.ADN Admiralty 18518A/1E Colsetr  Analyus of
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German Timetable of the Action between
HMAS Sydney & the Disguised Raider Kormoran
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Annex C

Battle Summary No. 13
Actions with enemy disguised raiders: 1940-1941'

Introduction

1. This Battle Summary deals with eight actions fought with enemy
merchant ship raiders up to the end of 1941. During this period of 28
months Axis merchant ship raiders sank one British cruiser, one armed
merchant cruiser, and 618,108 tons of merchamt shipping (0r about 7.3
per cent of the total shipping sunk). Their own losses were three out of
the seven identified during that period, and two other ships, which
were probably supply ships.

These figures may be compared with those of the last war. In 1914-18,
51 months, ten armed merchant raiders sank 427,433 tons out of a
total of 12,741,781 tons, or 3.3 per cent. Of the ten raiders, four were
sunk, three were interned. one was wrecked, and two got back to

Germany.

The action between the Sydney and Kormoran off the west coast of
Australia on 19th November, 1941, may be compared with that between
the Alcantara and Greif on 28th February, 1916, in the North Sea. The
Alcantara, approaching within torpedo mnge. was torpedoed, but before
she sank she opened a heavy fire on the Greif and sent her to the
bottom.

The principal lesson to be drawn from the Aleantara’s action was the
necessity of keeping well out of torpedo range. After the armed boarding
steamer Romsey had been torpedoed by the disquised minelayer Meteor
in the Moray Firth on 8th August, 1915, the Commander-in-Chief,
Admiral Jellicoe, issued an order warning ships to approach suspected
vessels on the quarter and to avoid bearings on which torpedoes could
be fired; also that the Master of the suspected ship should be required
to bring his papers on board in his own boat (Grand Fleet Order, 24th

August, 1915).
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The “Alcantara’s” action, 28th July 1940

2. On 15th July, 1940, HMS Hawking, fiying the flag of Rear-Admiral Sir
Henry Harwood, K.CB., 0.B.E, Rear-Admiral South America Division,
entered Montevideo for 2 24-hour visit. Next day she sailed to patrol
the Plate avea. There had been recent indications that an enemy raider
was in the North Atlantic, and en 17th July a report reached the Admiral
that D/F bearings had placed a German vessel to the westward of the
Cape Verde lslands on the 15th. This information, coupled with earlier
reports of unidentified vessels off the coast of lreland, indicated that a
possible raidet was bound far the South Atlantic. Admiral Harwood
therefore ordesed the armed merchant cruiser Alcentars (22,209 gross
tons. 19 knots. Guns, eight 6-in.. 14,000 yards range) Captain 1.G.P.
Ingham. RN., which was patroiling the Rio de Janeiro-Santos area, to
patrol off Pernambuco, while the Hawking moved up te the Rio-Santos
area. To protect the important focal area of the Plate against a raid the
Admiral intended to move bath ships back to their atiginal patrol areas
by the time that the anticipated raider would be well to the southward
of Pernambuco on the assumption that she was proceeding ditect to
the Fiate at econamical speed.

Next day, 18th July. the Admiral received news of the sinking by a
raider in the West Indies area, on or about 13th July, of two British
ships. the Davisian and King John, and of the sailing of the German
tanker Rekum from Teneriffe on 17th July. It seemed very probable
that the ailer intended to refuel the raider, and from 19th to 215t July
the Hawking patrolled off Rio. By 22nd July Admiral Harwood estimated
that it the raider had come south from the position given by the D/F
bearing on the 15th she would be south of the latitude of Pernambuco,
and shortly after 4.30 p.m. he ordered the Alcantara, which had reached
the Pernambuco area on the 20th, to proceed south to examine Tnnidade
Island, as this island had occasionally been used by German raiders in
the last war. She was subsequently to patiol an area south-west of
Trinidade at a distance of over 250 miles from the South American
coast.

On the 23id the Haowkns fuelled from the Arndale nonth-east of Sa0
Sebastiao isiand. and then patrolled the Beitish shipping routes off the
South American roast between Rio de Janeim and the Plate,



AMMEX © 279

On 25th July Admiral Harwood leammed that a German submarine had
sunk a Norwegian tanker near the Cape Verde Islands on the 18th.
Clearly it was this submarine, and not a raider, that had been located
by D/F on the 15th. Further reports from the West Indies, however, and
the fact that three ships were overdue at Freetown, indicated the
probahility of there being one raider in the West Indies and another in
the South Atlantic. During the 26th and 27th, therefore, the Hawkins
continued patrolling the British shipping routes between Rio and
the Plate.

During the torenoon of 26th July. The Alcantara inspected the Island of
Trinidade and at noon next day was in 23" 25' 5., 31" 47" W. At 10 a.m.
on the 28th she was in 24° 39'§, 33° 7' W (About 600 miles east of Rio
de Janeiro), steering N. 757 E. at 11'" knots, when the tops of two
masts were sighted from her crow's nest, due east, fine on the starboard
bow. She altered course Lo intercepl, hut when the range had closed to
23,000 yards the unknown ship turned momentarily towards her and
then turned away. The Alcantara followed, and, as the range was opening,
increased to 15 knots and then to full speed. By noon she was doing 20
knots and by 1 p.m. nearly 22, The day was fine and clear with a light
breeze from the south-east. At 2 p.m.. when the Alcantara wasin 24" 3
5., 317 56" W., the unknown vessel altered course to starboard, and,
hoisting the German ensign. opened fire with a two qun salvo at 16,000
vards, 2,000 yards beyond the extreme range of the Alcantara’s eight 6-
in. guns, followed a few seconds later by two four-gun salvos.

(ine shell of the two-gun salvo fell 100 yards over on the port quarter ;
one of the second salvo struck the Alcantara just abaft her dummy
funnel, and another, bursting over her quarter deck by P 4 gun, killed
its trainer, severed a number of fire control leads and put its range and
deflection instruments out of action. It was probably this salvo that
brought down her main aerial, which was shot away between 2.6 p.m.
and 2.9 p.m. A shell of the third salvo hit the Alcantara abreast the
stokers’ mess deck, and another, bursting on her quarter deck, killed
the Otficer of Guarters. At 2.8 p.m. a hit on the watet line abreast the
engine room resulted in an inrush of water, which gradually reduced
her speed.

Meanwhile the Alcantara had opened fire at extreme range at 2.1 p.m.,
her first salvo falling short to the right. A hail of fragments flying
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around her fire control prevented the fall of her second salvo from
being observed. The enemy, who was keeping up a very high rate of
fire. was straddling constantly, and a number of shells bursting close
overhead sent steel sherds whistling uncomfortably near. These
explosions and the noise of the Alcantara’s guns made it difficult fou
the sight-setters to hear, and the sights were soon out of step. Several
times the Alcantara had to check fire to correct them for range and
deflection. In spite of these delays she straddled the raider with a number
of salvos. and at 2.13 p.m. observed a bright flach abreast her foremast.
The enemy's Intemost starhoard gun fired no mowe, her walves became
ragged, and her rate of fre decreased.

By 2.20 p.m. the Alcgniorn’s speed had dropped to 15 knots, and at
2.30 p.m. the raider tumned away, diopping smoke floats and firing two
stern guns. The Alantare continued to reply. but the range, which had
previousty closed to 9,800 yards. was opening. At 2.35 p.m. the Alcantoro
turning to starboard opened fire with her port hattery obtaining a hit,
on the enemy’s stemn, The raider replied with three of her port guns,
and dropped another smoke float. By this time the Alcontera’s speed
had dropped to 10 knots, and the enemy, steaming at something between
12 and 15 knots, drew rapidly away till only her topmasts were visible,
The Alcantara contimued to fire at extreme elevation, bul the target
was obiscured by smoke. When the enemy emerged trom it the Alcantara
fired a few more rounds from her port battery at extreme range. and the
taider replied with a few ragged three-gun salvos. AL 3.15 p.m. the
Aleantaro was in 2470 10' 5., 317 51' W, Firing had ceased except for a
tew desultory rounds which fell short.

Fot some time the Alcontara had been almost stopped: the raider, after
altering course as though to close hes, turmed round and steamed away
at 15 knots with a slight list to port. When last s¢en at 3.30 p.m., she
was steering south. 29.000 yards away. Thus ended a sharp but
inconclusive action, durnng which the Alcantora had fired 152 rounds.

A close examination of the effects of the enemy’s fire showed that she
had used only shrapnel or similar “anti-personnel” shell throughout.
Some had burst in the air and sight others instantaneously on impact.
Their fragmentation was very great and 45 many as 500 perforations
and dents were found near one burst. The danger to personnel was
obvious, and the Alcantara’s reports contain the following
recommendations:-
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(1) Gun shields to be fitted to all guns, not only as protection,
but also to shield the sight-setters from blast.

(2) Fire control clrcuits to be run below decks and given greater
protection,

{3) Steel helmets to be provided for all whose duty may require
them to be in an exposed place.

(4) Telemotor leads to be further protected.
(5} Protection for ammunition bollard and operator.

(6) Further supply of protective mattresses for bridge, fore control
and elsewhere,

{(7) The 6-in.. Mark VII guns with thelr 14,000 yards range, which
had been outranged by the enemy raider, to be replaced by 6-in,.
Mark XII, o1 other suitable long range guns. (The Alcantara was
subsequently rearmed with two 6-in guns, range 18,500 yards, and
six 6-in, guns, range 17,700 yards).

The “Carnarvon Castle’s” action, 5th December, 1940

3. On 5th December, 1940, the armed merchant cruiser Carnarvon Castle
(20,063 gross tons, 18 knots, guns, eight 6-in., 14,000 yards range),
Captain H.W.M. Hardy. R.N.. fought an action with an enemy 1aider in
the South Atlantic very similar to the Alcantara’s action of 28th July,
1940. These actions emphasised the heavy handicap under which baoth
vessels laboured owing to their large silhouettes, short range quns, and
primitive fire contral opposed to smaller adversanes equipped with long
ranige guns and modern fire control systems. While the Aleantara’s 8-in
guns were outranged by 2,000 yards the Carnarvon Castle's guns were
outranged by 3,000 yards, which gave her apponent 20 minutes of
uninterrupted firing at a large target before she could get within range.

The following summary of the action is based largely on the Carnarven
Castle’s narrative. At 642 a.m, on the moming of 5th December, 1940,
H.M.5. Carnarvon Castle was in 307 §2' 5., 42° 53' W., off t he gast coast
of South America, steering 5.35° W. at 18.3 knots, with orders to arrive
at Montevideo on 9th December, when she sighted a suspicious vessel
al a range of 19,000 yards, the extreme limit of visibility. The stranger
was steaming directly away, and the Carnarvon Castle, increasing speed,
signalled her to stop. She did not do 50, and at 7.57 a.m. the Carnarvon
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Castle fired one round, which fell short. She replied within 30 seconds
at a range of approximately 17,000 yards, with a four- or five-gun salvo.
A= this was 3,000 yards outside the maximum range of the Carnarvon
Castle’s eight 6-in, guns. Captain Hardy turned to port to close the
range and to bring all his starhoard battery to bear The enemy also
altered course to port, but soon turned back to starboard.

These changes reduced the range. after 20 minutes, to 14,000 yards,
and the Carnarvon Castle. opening fire, claims to have hit the enemy
several times, getting her on fire aft and apparently reducing her port
battery temporarily to one effective gun, with which she continued the
action for some time. The enemy then tumed to starboard behind a
smoke screen, and on reappearing reopened fire with his starboard
battery in four-gun salvos.

At 8.38 & m. the Carnarvon Castie sighted two torpedo tracks approaching
on slightly diverging courses. but. turning under full helm to starboard.
was able to steer between them, and they passed harmlessly 50 yards
away on either side.

By 8.44 a.m. the range was down to 8,000 yards when the enemy, bringing
his part battery once more to bear, hit the Carmarvon Castle repeatedly,
setting het on fire in several places. At 9.11 a.m., therefore, Captain
Hardy decided to open the range and get the fires under control behind
a smoke screen, All the Carnarvon Castle’s fire control communications
were disabled and her guns in individual control. The haze had increased,
and as the enemy was continually turning smoke on and off, spotting
through the splashes of her shorts became extremely difficult and hitting
a matter of luck. The Carnarvon Castle. however, claimed a last hit at
her extreme range of 14,000 yards, the shell bursting under the enemy’s
bridge. The raider continued firing until the range had opened to 18,000
yards, and although the Carnarvon Castle altered course in an attempt
to keep in touch, the enemy finally disappeared behind a smoke screen
in the increasing haze, steaming at 18 knots in a north-easterly direction.

It was 11.15 a.m, before the Carnarvon Castle was able to extinguish all
her fires and in view of her extensive damage Captain Hardy steered for
Montevideo, which he reached safely at 7 p.m. on Tth December. The
ship was too damaged to be of any further service, though there was no
immediate need to dock her
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The enemy ship was a long, low vessel of about 10,000 tons displacement,
painted a very dark grey or black, with two masts, one funnel, straight
stem and cruiser stexn. As in the Alcantara’s action the enemy shell
showed very high fragmentation. but in this action no shrapnel was
used. The Carnagrvon Castle had received no less than 27 direct hits; all
her electrical and valcepipe communications were shot away, her engine-
room telegraphs and telephones cut, her wireless aerial destroyed, all
her hoats, except one, were nddled, her galley completely wrecked, the
main exhaust pipe from her engines extensively cut, and her fore peak
was flooded. Commodore I H. Pegram, the Commodore Commanding the
South America Division, who visited her the following day, considered
that she had put up a gallant and spirited action against a superior
enemy,

The “Leander” sinks the “R.A.M.B.1", 27th February, 1941

4, On 27th February, 1941, HMS Leander {cruiser, 7,270 tons, 32.5 knots,
guns, eight 6-in., exght 4-in. H.A.) New Zealand Division, Captain R.H.
Bevan, R.N., fought a successful action in the Indian Ocean with the
Italian raider RAM.B. 1.

At 10.37 a.m. on the morming of 27th February, the Leander was
patrolling northward off the Maldive Islands in about 10° N.. 68 30'E,
at 20 knots, when she sighted a vessel steering eastward on a steady
course al @ comparatively high speed right ahead @ she increased to 23
knots to close, and as she gradually approached her suspicions were
arpused by the stranger’s resemblance to the R.AM.B. class of Italian
hanana freighters and by a gun on her forecastle. She therefore went to
action stations at 11.15 a.m. when the range was 11,000 yards, keeping
her turrets trained fore and aft, At 11.25 a.m., when the range was
down to 10,000 yands, she ordered the stranger (by lamp and flags) to
hoist her colours. Fouwr minutes later the stranger hoisted the red ensign.
The Leander then ordered her to hoist her signal letters, and after a
delay of 5 minutes she hoisted GIYD. It was then 11.34 am. As these
letters did not appear in the "Signal Letters of British Ships” nar in the
“Signal Letter Index.” the Leander. at 11.41 a.m., made the secret
challenge, to which there was no reply.

Captain Bevan themefore decided to boand, and at 11,45 a.m. ordered
the stranger by lamp and Hags to stop instantly. She did not reply, but
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at 11.50 a.m., just as the Leander was about to fire across her bows. She
hoisted the Italian mercantile ensign (according to Captain Bevan's report
in M.07842/41 she hoisted the Italian mercantile ensign, but according
to C.-in-C., East Indies, in T.5.D.5455/41, page 10, she hoisted the Italian
naval ensign) and started training her guns,

The Leander at once trained her own twrrets. She was just before the
stranger’s beam with the sttanger bearing Red 95. At 11.53 am., without
further warning, the stranger suddenly opened fire, and the Leander
replied immediately with 2 broadside at 3.000 yards. The enemy's fire
was short and ermatic When the Leander had fired five rapid salvos
Captain Bevan ceased fire and signalled to the enemy “Do you surrender?”
The enemy. who had not fired more than three rounds a qun, was already
on fire and abandoning ship. No crews remained at her quns, and she
had struck her ensign. She had turned to starboard, and the Leander,
stopping on her starboard quartes, lowered a boarding boat with orders
to save the burning ship if possible. Two Lfeboats were leaving the
ship, stragglers were jumping overboard and climbing down her sides.
An Italian officer in the water warned the boarding boat not to approach
the burning ship as it was loaded with ammunition. The boat therefore
lay off and watched the fre spread slowly aft until a heavy explosion
before the bridge sent flames and smoke shooting high overhead. The
raider was lying head to wind, and the fire continued to spread aft until
at 12.43 p.m. a very heavy explosion, evidently of the after magazine,
sent the stern hurtling into the air. Five minutes later the raider
disappeared in 1° N., 68" 30’ E., leaving only a patch of ail burning on
the surface of the sea,

Meanwhile the Leander had picked up her boarding boat and 103 Italian
survivors, including the captain of the RAM.B.7, who stated
emphatically that he had not scuttled his ship, Steaming away from
the scene of action the Leander passed through the floating wreckage.
The Commander-in-Chief, East Indies, Vice-Admiral R. Leatham. C.B..
considered that the R.A.M.B.1 might well have become a serious menace
to shipping and that the Leander was to be commended for ridding the
soas of 2 potential raider before it had time to do any harm. At a range
of only 3,000 yards, however, she was perhaps fortunate to escape the
fate which befell the Australian cruiser Sydney less than nine
months later.
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The “Voltaire,” April, 1941

5. Earty in April, 1941, the British armed merchant cruiser Yoltaire
(Voltaire, 13,300 tons. 14.5 knots. guns. sxght 6-in., 14,000 yards range)
Captain J.AP, Blackburn, D.S.C.. RN, left Trinidad for Freetown with
orders to pass through two areas west of the Cape Verde l=lands on the
way.

On 5th April the Commander-in-Chief, America and West Indies, Vice-
Admiral Sir Charles Kennedy-Purvis, K.C.B., informed the Commander-
in-Chief, South Atlantic, Vice-Admiral Sir Robert Raikes, K.C.B., C.V.O..
D.5.0., that acrording to a German communique the Voltaire had been
sunk by a German cruiser and that he had ordered the Canadian armed
merchant cruiser Prince David to proceed along her track at her best
possible speed. Un 11th April Admiral Ralkes informed the Admiralty
that nothing had been heard of the Voltaire though she had been due
at Freetown on the 9th,

Late on the 15th, the Commander-in-Chiel, America and West Indies
informed the Admiralty that the Prince David had sighted a patch of
very heavy oil covering an area of 3 square miles, together with charred
wood, clothes and newspaper in 14° 31°N.. 40° 32'W., half way between
the West Indies and the Cape Verde Islands, at 2.30 p.m. on 7th Apnl.
This was the Voltaire's estimated position on the 4th, and the Adminity
considered that it was probably her wreckage that the Prince David had
sighted. As there were no survivers no details are available of the Wltoir=’s
encounter, but it seems possible that like the Alcantare and Carnarvon
Castle she was outranged and in view of her slow speed, out-manceuvred
also. Nothing is definitely known about her end, nor of the identity of
the vessel which destroyed her, though Admiral Raikes states that it
was probably the German armed merchant ship raider Santa Cruz.

The “Cornwall” sinks raider No. 33, 8th May, 1941

6. On 8th May, 1941, H.M.S. Cornwall (cruiser, 10,000 tons, 31.5 knots,
guns, eight 8-in., eight 4-in. H.A.) fought an action with an enemy
raider in the Indian Ocean,

On 7th May at 5,55 a.m. the Cornwall was near the equator in 0° 2'S.,
56" 55' E.. steering 160° at 12 knots with orders to refuel at the
Seychelles when a raider report reached her from the 5.5, British Emperor.
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Altering course to 340" at 6.25 am. she increased to 20 knots to close
the enemy's position without an unduly heavy consumption of fuel. A
this position was 500 miles away, in &' 30°N., 56° 25' E.. she anticipated
a prolonged search.

A scheme for the search with the sid of aircraft was worked out on the
principle of closing the enemy’s “furthest on” line and then starting a
Vignot search to cover before dark the largest passible variation of the
enemy in speed and course. At 7.56 a.m. the {omwall increased to 24
knots, but at 8.15 a.m., on receipt of 3 signal from the Commander-in-
Chief. East Indies. Vice-Admiral R. Leatham, turned north at 25" knats
to cover the gap between the Seychelles and the islands of the Chagos
Archipelago to the eastward.

As Admiral Leatham was unaware of her exact position, the Cormwall
decided to regard his signal as an instruction and proceed with her own
wiginal scheme of search as the most practical manner of complying
with it.

The scheme and the Cornwoalls moveinents can be best followed, by
referring to the attached plan [not included] and to the record of the
courses she stesred. The search before dark was designed to cover the
taider’s courses between 144" and 190" and speeds between 13.4 and
6.6 knots.

Between & p.m. and 4.15 p.m. the Cormeall launched both her atreraft,
recovering them shortly aftet 7 p.m. At 7 p.m. she altesed course
K. 15" E toget on to the line of the main Vignot search. This was mate
out for a mean speed of 13 knots from one hour after the time of the
taider report, on the assumption that the raider would require an hour
to deal with the Britich Emperor and would then steam at high speed
until dark, when she would sase down. At 9.30 p.m. the Cormwall altered
course to 113" and reduced to 16" ' knots to search on this line while
the moon was up.

The direction of search was cotrect, but the search was unsuccessful
for. though by 3.30 a.m. next morming, 8th May, the Cornwall was close
to the enemy, wha claims to have sighted her ax she turned against the
setting moon, savaral hours were to pass before she herwlf sighted the
ralder. From 3.30 a.m, until dawn the Cornwall steered 143° at 13 knots,



AMNEX C 287

At dawn, between 6.30 and 7 a.m., she launched both aircraft to cover
a variation of 3 knots on either side of the enemy’s estimated speed;
and at £.35 a.m. increased to 18 knots.

At 7.7 a.m. one of the aircraft sighted a merchant ship of the suspected
type steaming about 13 knots, 228%, some 65 miles westward of the
Cornwall, but made no report before returning about 8 a.m. At 8.25
a.m. the Cornwall altered course to 255" to close the suspect and
increased speed, at first to 20 knots and then, at 8.34 a.m., to 23
knots, It was about 9.30 a.m. when she recovered her aircraft. Though
she hoped that it had not been sighted, later information proved that
it had been detected, probably by R.D.F. On this as on all ot her occasions
the aircraft approached and left the suspicious ship in the direction
away from the cruiser, a ruse apparently successful in hiding the cruiser’s
actual position.

At 10.15 a.m. the Cornwall catapulted her second aircraft with
instructions to close the still unidentified ship and discover, if possible,
whether she were a raider or not. When the aircraft returned at 12.23
p.m. it reported that the unknown vessel was steaming at least 15
knots and had hoisted signal letters. These were identified as those of
the Norwegian 5.5. fameriane, which she closely resembled. though the
Tamerlane was not in the Cornwall’s list of expected ships,

It was then past noon and it was clear that the Cornwall must increase
speed to get within striking distance of the suspect with plenty of
daylight in hand. She accordingly increased to 26 knots and at 1 p.m.
to 28 knots. At 1.45 p.m. she catapulted an aircraft with orders to keep
her informed of the bearing, course, and speed of the still unidentified
vessel, She estimated the suspect to be within 32 miles unless he had
altered course, When the aircraft returned it was able to give an accurate
bearing of the unknown ship which was in sight from the air, and a few
minutes later, at 4.7 p.m., was sighted from the bridge of the Cornwall,
beaning 282", Green 50.

At 4,12 p.m, the Cornwall altered course to close, but the stranger turned
away, stern on, steering 300°, At 4.19 pow, therefure, the Cornwall
altered course to bring her fine on the starboard bow in order to close
as quickly as possible to 12,000 yards without crossing her track. At
4,30 p.m. the stranger began making “Raider reports,” stating that she
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was the Norwegian 5.5, Tamerlane. The plane in the alr was therefore
told to Inform het that the ship chasing her was a British cruiser and
that she should stop engines. The Cornwall tumed at the ame tme to
give her 2 good broadside view. and then resumed the chase.

At 4.56 p.m.. when the range was down to 19,000 yards. The Cormwall
signalled three times “Heave to or I fite,” and backed this up with one
warning round of 8-in. over and to the left. but though the strange:
disobeyed the ordes, the Cormwall refrained from opening direct fire,
still thinking that she might be a normal merchant ship whose master
was gallantly determined not to stop. An order was therelore given fu
the second ainvaft to take off and drop a 250-1b. bomb close to the
suspect. and, if that did not stop bet. to diop the other on her forecastie.
It was some time, however, before this order reached the aircraft.

At 5.10 p.m. the Cornwall again signalled “Heave to or | fire.” and
followed this with another round of 8-in. As the range was then inside
12.000 yards, she turned to port to open it. This apparently convinced
the stranget that the Cormwall was about to open fire in camest, for
when the 8-in, shell fell near her she tuined to starbpand, and then,
making a large alteration to port. opened fire with tive quns just before
5.15 p.m.

The enemy could hardly have chosen a better moment for starting the
action. Just as the Cornwall turned after firing her second warning
shot, her training circuit failed, Realising that she wis dangerously
close to the raider, she immediately turned away to port to the limit of
“A arcs to avoid danger from torpedoes and to open the range. which
had closed to 10,500 yards, It opened quickly, but for 4 time the Cormwall
was in grave danger. She was frequently straddled by rapid and fairly
accurate gunfire while her own main armament was pointing anywhere
but at the enemy. In these circumstances she tumed further away, and
an officer was sent from the bridge with a message to “B” turret to train
on the enemy and, if necessary, to take over control of “A” turet. The
mecessary orders had, however, already been passed from the fore control,
and 43 the twrets trained, the Cormuall turned back to starboard to
open “A” arcs. As s00n as they would bear, "A” and "B” turrets fired two
salvos, but a 5.9-in. hit then put her fore steering gear oul of action,
and she swung away. closing her "A” arcs once again for a short time.
The breakdown was fortunately only temporary. The after steering gear
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was rapidly brought into use and the ship was out of control for a
matter of seconds only. Meanwhile, unfortunately, communication
between the bridge and the catapult had failed, with the result that,
before the order to launch the second aircraft was received, the aircraft
was put out of action by a shell splinter.

By 5.18 p.mn. all the Cornwall’s turrets were Hring (A" and "B” turrets
in guarters and "X" and "Y" in group control) and her salwos straddling
the epemy. The range was again outside 12,000 yards, and she was
reasonably safe from torpedo attack. The enemy's fire was falling off in
accuracy and volume. At 5.19 p.m. it was nearly 1,000 yards short, and
the Cornwall turned to bring the ships on to roughly parallel courses.
By this time she had received two direct hits, but although a minute or
two later the raider managed to straddle her she was not hit again. The
action was virtually at an end. At 5.26 p.m. a salvo hit the enemy and
she blew up disappearing in a cloud of white vapour which rose vertically
some 2,000 [t. and hung over the scene for many minutes. As she sank
she fired an ineffective, salvo which straddled the Cornwall 20 seconds
after she herself had finally disappeared.

Although the Cornwall had destroyed the enemy her own troubles were
not yet at an end. With one of her two aircraft out of action she was
naturally anxious {o recover the other before dark. She therefore decided
to hoist it in before searching for survivors among the dehris, which
covered a wide area and which would have been dangerous to the aircraft.
As she turned to recover it., however, it was suddenly realised that
although an order had been given for speed to be reduced to 12 knots
the Cornwall was still steaming very fast (At 25 knots at least). She
therefore tumed to pass to windward of the wreckage, ordering the
aircraft to land as best it could. The Cornwall gradually stopped and
picked it up, but, as the plane was being hoisted in, electric power
failed. This breakdown brought all the fans to a standstill, the engine-
room temperatuze rose to 200°, and for a time the engine-room had to
be abandoned. (One engineer officer was [atally overcome by the heat.
The failures in the engine-room were the subject of a board of enquiry)

About this time the Cornwall’s starboard engines suddenly went half
speed astern, presumably in accordance with an order given some time
before. This brought her into the middle of the wreckage, and before
darkness fell she was able to pick up a number of British and German
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survivors clinging to it in the water. (9 British, 15 Indian and 60 German
survivors were rescued)

She remained without electric power from 6.15 p.m. until 6.50 p.m. At
6.50 p.m. power was restored. but she lay stopped in the wreckage
until 9.40 p.m.. when, after making temporary repairs. she went ahead
and steered once again for the Seychelles

Although the Cornwall had found and sunk the enemy the Adminlty
considered that the conduct of the operation left much to be desired.
They regarded the scheme of search as well designed, but when, at 7.7
a.m., her aircraft sighted a merchant ship of the type for which it was
searching, it should have reported the fact at once instead of waiting
until its return to the ship at 8 a.m. As a result of this failure to make
an immediate report the Cornwall continued to steam away from the
enemy for nearly an hour, which might have been vital, while her other
aircraft was kept unnecessarily in the air

It was considered, too, that the Cornwall should have kept the
Commander-in-Chief, East Indies, informed of events and of her
intentions. With the information at his disposal he could then have
informed her that no friendly merchant ship was anywhere near. She
appears, however. to have been unduly concerned with the possibility
of her wireless being intercepted by the raider’s direction finder.

The Cornwall was engaged on a definite raider hunt and employing.
quite correctly, both aircraft for the search. When the suspicious ship
was sighted by one of them it could have shadowed her while the other
was recalled and refuelled in readiness to relieve the shadower, thus
ensuring that the suspect would be almost constantly under observation.
As it was the advantage of having two aircraft was lost (Owing to the
shortage of Fleet Air Arm personnel the Cormwell had no qualified observer
tor her second aircraft) and the enemy was left unwatched from 7.25
a.m, until 11.25 a.m,, and again from 11.50 a.m. until 2,10 p.m, If he
had made a big alteration of course, or if the visibility had drastically
decreased, the chance of finding him again would have been slender.

The Admiralty considered that during this phase the rigid adherence to
wireless silence resulted in essential reports not being made from the
aircraft to the Cornwall when the signal letters were holsted by the



AHNEX C 291

suspect, and from the Cormwall to the Commander-in-Chief when these
had been identified as the Tamerlane’s. In view of the nature of the
operation and the obvious importance of making contact with the
suspicious ship as quickly as possible, the Admiralty considered, too,
that the Comwall should have brought all her heilers to immediate
notice at & a.m., the time of the aircraft’s first report, instead of waiting
until 12.50 p.m. when the report of the second sighting reached her.

Throughout the period between the surface sighting of the raider and
the time when she opened fire, the Cornwall held onto the idea that the
suspect might still prove to be a friendly neutral although in view of
her suspicions behaviour all the evidence was very much against it. The
Admiralty considered that the Cornwall, by allowing herself to close to
a range of under 12,000 yards contrary to her expressed intentions,
showed a lack of attention to the changing situation. It is quite clear
from her report that this was fully appreciated at the time. The error of
closing a very suspicious ship was intensified by her temporary inahility
to open fire, which left no alternative but to turn away and close "A”
arcs at a critical moment, which might easily have resulted in the raider’s
escape and in much more serious damage to herself than she actually
suffered.

The “Sydney’s” action, 19th November, 1941

7. On 19th November 1941, HMAS Syrdney, (Australian cruiser, 6,830
tons. 32 knots, guns, eight 6-in., four 4-in. H.A.) Captain Joseph
Burnett, R.AN., sank the enemy raider Kormoran off the west coast of
Australia, As the Sydney was herself destroyed with all hands in the
encounter this account is based on the only available report of the
action, that of the German survivors.

On 11th November, 1941, the Sydney left Fremantle escorting the §.5.
Zealandia, and handed her over to HMS Durban in 7° 56'S., 104" 40'E.,
on the 17th. She signalled that she expected to arnve back at Fremantle
on 20th November, but, early on the 21st the District Naval Officer,
Western Australia, reported that she had not arrved, and followed this
on the 23rd with a signal that no further word had been received from
her. At 10.54 am, on the 23rd, the Australian Naval Board instructed
her to report her expected time of arrival at Fremantle, and an hour
later all high power wireless stations were ordered to call her



292 HMAS Sydmey Il

continuously. There was no reply, and an air search on 24th November
gave zn squally negative result.

At 8.1 that morning, 24th Novembe:, however, 2 report came in by
wireless from the tanker Frocas that she had picked up 25 Germans
from 2 raft in 26" & S., 111" &0 E. Eventually 103 survivers from the
Konmoran came ashote in two boats at Camnarvon, Western Australia,
the 55 Xoolinda picked a boat with 31 more. The Aguitania rescued 26.
and HMAS Yandro picked up two Chinese who had been captured from
the S5 Eurylochus when the Kermoran sank herin 8° 15'N,, 25" 14'W,,
on 29th January, and 70 Germans, & total of 315 Germans and two
Chinese.

The story of the action between the Sydney and the Kormoran was told
by the Kormoran’s captain, Fregatten-Kapitan A.G.T. Detmers and other
prisoners, and bears all the maiks of a bonafide account. They could
not explain why the Sydney came 30 close before opening fire or
attempting to launch hes aircraft. but it will be recatied that on 27th
February, 1941, the Leander closed to within 1,000 yards of the RA M.8.1
before either ship opered fir=,

About & p.m. on 19th November the Xormoran was in 26" S.. 111 E.
steaming northwards at 10 knots when she sighted what appeared to
be a sail fine on the statboard bow. Commander Detmers soon identified
it as a cruiser and immediately turned west into the sun and increased
to full speed, which he estimated at 15 knots, The cruiser, which proved
to be the Sydney, at once turmed and came up on the Kormoran's starboard
quarter at hagh speed. For half an hour, as she approached, she repeatedly
signalled NNJ, but Commander Detmers had no idea what NNJ meant
and did not reply. Meanwhile the Xormoran was busily making the
“Disquised raider in sight™ signal, "0000 26 5, 111 E, STRAAT MALAKKA'"
and it may be noted that about 10 a.m. G.M.T. on 19th November the
tug Do picked up a (0 message, but was unable to read the position
and ship’s name.

When the range had closed to 7 miles the Sydney ordered the Kormoran
in plain language to hoist her signal letters and the raider hoisted
PEQ], the letters of the § 5. Stroat Malakka, on her triatic stay between
the funnel and foremast where the cruiser could not see them. It is
reasonable to suppose that this was a ruse de guerre to induce the
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Sydney to close and investigate, for her signal to the Kormoran to haoist
the letters clear was repeated continuously before the raider complied
with JL

The Svdney had all quns and tubes trained when she came up with the
Kormoran, In reply to her signal “Where bound?” the Kormoran replied:
"Batavia." The Sydney then apparently hoisted the letters IK, which
the raider was unable to understand as in the International Code, they
mean, “You should prepare for a cyclone, hurricane or typhoon.” They
were, in fact, the second and third letters of the Straat Malakka's secret
call sign IIKP. The Sydney then ordered the Kormoran to show her secret
letters, and Captain Detmers not knowing how to reply decided
reluctantly to Fght. The two ships were steaming in a westerly direction
at 15 knots on parallel courses, the Sydney on the Kormoran's starboard
beam. Only a mile (see Plan 5. According to some of the witnesses the
range was only 1,200 metres) separated them when the Kormoran
suddenly dropped her qun screens and, hoisting the German ensign,
opened fire with four of her six 6-in, guns. Her first salvo hit the cruiser’s
bridge. The Sydney immediately replied with a salvo, which went over,
but her second set the raider's fuel tanks on-fire. In the meantime the
Kormoran had hit the Sydney with a torpedo which apparently put her
forward turrets out of action, and with a salve which shot her aircraft
to pieces at a range so close that the men round it could be plainly
seen. (The aircraft was warming up when the engagement began)

About 4.40 p.m. the Sydney tumed to port and passed so close astern
of the Kormoran that some of the raider’s crew thought that she would
tam her, Although an uncontrollable fire was raging in the Kormoran all
her guns were still in action. The Sydney’s after turrets, too, were firing.
and at 4,50 p,m. she fired four torpedoes which missed the raider ahead
and astern, The Kormaran replied with a torpedo, which also missed its
mark. Both ships were now burning fiercely and the Sydney was 6 feet
down by the bows,

Barely half an hour had passed since the Kprmoran opened fire, but the
action was virtually over. The Kormoran, which had fired 450 rounds
and thiee torpedoes, was lying stopped with a ferce fire In her engine-
room. The Sydney with all her superstructure smashed and her boats
destroyed, was steaming slowly away in a south-easterly direction under
a dense cloud of smoke, At 11 p.m. Commander Detmers decided to
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abandon the Xormoran, and shortly after midnight an explosion hastened
her end. By this time all trace of the Sydney had disappeared and she
was never seen or heard again.

The “Devonshire’s” action, 22nd November, 1941

8. On 22nd Novembey, 1941, HMS. Devonshure, Captain R.D. Oliver, D.S.C..
R.N.. sank an enemy vessel in the South Atlantic.

At 5.20 am. that moming Captain Oliver despatched his Walrus aircraft
to carry out an anti-submarine patrol and long range search ahead of
the ship. When the Walrus returned at 7.10 a.m. it reported sighting a
merchant ship in 4* 20 S.. 18° 50° W, From the aireraft’s description
Captain Oliver suspected that the reported vessel might well be an
enemy raider and he immediately altered coutse to close her at
25 knots.

An hour later, at 8.9 a.m., the masts of a thip came into sight bearing
160" In 4" 12' 5., 18° 42’ W. There was a moderats breese (Force 4) from
the south-east and a slight sea with a short slow swell, The visibility
was 10 miles. The Devanshire at once turned east to fly off her aircraft.
which was catapulted at 8.20 a.m. with orders to identify the unknown
vessel if possible. By this time Captain Oliver's suspicions were thoroughly
aroused by the manoeuvres and appearance of the ship, which closely
resembled Raider No, 16, with the exception of moveable fttings such
as ventilators and samson pasts, He therefore manoeuvred the Devonshire
at 26 knots, and kept her at a range of between 12,000 and 18,000
yards from the unknown ship to, frustrate possible torpedo attack.

Immediately after the Walrus had taken off, the stranger turned 32
points to starboard and made off in a south-easterly direction, At 8,37
a.m. the Devonshire fired two salvos spread to right and left, intended
to provoke a return fire and establish the stranger’s [dentity as a raider
beyond doubt, or to induce her to abandon ship and avoid unnecessary
bloodshed, especially as she probably had a mumber of British prisoners
on board.

The stranger at once stopped #nd. tumning round, transmitted by wireless
at 8.40 a.m. the warship sider report; “RRR RRR RRR de Polyphemus &*
20'S., 187 35' W. 0940 G.M_T™ It was significant that the "R's” were
groups of three and not of four and that no signal letters were included.
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Captain Oliver could not ignore the possibility that the ship might be
the genuine Polyphemus, which was a vessel of similar appearance with
a counter stern, and having been reported at Bilbao on 21st September
was within reach of his position. To remove all doubts he made a signal
to the Commander-in-Chief, South Atlantic, Vice-Admiral A.U, Willis,
C.B, 0.5.0,, at 9.5 a.m., asking if this were the real Polyphemus. The
aircraft was also asked what type of stemn the stranger had and replied
at 9.31 a.m. that she had a cruiser stern and a hull similar to the
Atlantis. All doubts, however, were removed at 9.34 a.m. when the
Commander-in-Chief signalled "No, repetition No.” One minute later, at
9,35 a.m,, the Devonshire opened fire at 17,000 yards, Her fourth salvo
hit and started a fire which, she reports, eventually spread to the enemy's
magazine and blew her up. The enemy put up an efficient smoke screen,
but made no attempt to return the Devonshire’s fire. (According to
Devonghire’s report the enemy abandoned ship, but she was subsequently
reported to be proceeding at 15 knots. Tt is possible she may have been
carrying ammunition supplies for submarines), By 9.39 a.m. the
Devanshire had fired 30 salvos, and Captain Oliver checked fire and
tumed eastward to clear the enemy’s smoke screen. He then tried indirect
firing by R.D.F. range, but qun blast put the E.D.F. transmitter out of
action. At 9.43 a.m. the enemy was visible once more, and according to
the aircraft was maintaining a steady 15 knots. The Devonshire therefore
reopened fire until 9.56 a.m., when the enemy was seen to be heavily
on fire and down by the stern, Captain Oliver thought that she had
consistently attempted to draw him to the south-eastward, and was
determined to steam no further in that direction than he could help,
At 10.2 a.m., however, there was a heavy explosion on board her. It was
followed by another at 10.14 a.m., and two minutes later she sank,

Captain Oliver's next anxiety was to recover his aircraft, which had a
damaged propeller, and he successfully picked it up at 10.40 a.m. It
reported that almost certainly an enemy submarine was present. He
was therefore unable to stop and rescue survivors, as he could not have
done so without running a grave risk of being torpedoed. Captain Oliver
had been assisted in identifying the ship by the description of Raider
16 given in a supplement of Weekly Intelligence Report, No. 65, and by
a photograph in the American periodical ‘Life’ of 23 June, 1941, of a
Raider called Tamesis” or ‘Atlantis” This was the Hansa Ship ‘Golden fels’
(Captain Bernhard Rogge), 7,862 tons, which left Kiel in March, 1940,
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armed with seven 5.9-in. guns. Under various names she had sunk 21
ships. She was acting az a submarime sypply ship and was apparently
about to fuel a submarine when the Devonshire’s’ alreraft came in sight,
obliging the submarine to cast off and dive. After being sunk, her boats
laden with survivors wese met by submarnines and later by the supply
ship Python” which took a number of them on board.

The “Dorsetshire’s” action, 1st December, 1941

9. On 1st December 1941, HMS. Dorsetshire (cruiser, 9,975 tons, 32°°
knots, guns. eight 8-in. and eight 4-in. H.A.) Captain A.W.5. Agat, V.C.,
DS.0, RN, encountered, in the South Atlantic, an enemy vessel which
scuttled herself without opening fire.

The Dorsetshine had left Freetown on 26th November to search for enemy
ships in the welatively calm area 720 miles south and west of St. Helena.
At 7 am. on 1st December she flew off her Walrus aincraft in 26° 45°S.,
6° 25 W.. to reconnoitre to the south-east, but it returned without
sighting anything. At 11 a.m. the Dorsetshire altered course to 111°
and increased to 181/2 knots. At 3.15 p.m. the Walrus set out again on
a similar patrol with orders to search to the southward for an hour and
then at right angles to the Dorsetshire’s mean line of advance for another
hour before rejoining the ship.

At 4,33 p.m. the Dorsetshire sighted the masts of a ship bearing 0327,
about 18 miles away at the extreme limit of visibility, The sea was calm
with a slight swell, Although the Walrus was still out of sight to the
southward, Captain Agar decided to close the unknown vessel at once
and If necessary to recall the aircraft. He therefore turned to 031° and
increased to 25 knots. The stranger soon began making smoke, but
temained hull down, She had apparently increased to full speed on
sighting the Dorsetshire, and was steering away from her. Captain Agar
therefore increased to 30 knots and made a recall, which failed to reach
the Walrus.

At 5.8 p.m. the Dorsetshire sighted several small patches of oil on the
wates, and Captain Agar, suspecting the presence of an enemy submarine,
turned away to starboard. About this time he sighted an object
resembling a submarine’s conning towes 6 miles away on the port bow,
but at 5.20 p.m. identified it as a power-boat with four or five other
boats in tow. Although he could not entirely reject the possibility that
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the vessel he was chasing was a British ship, which had mistaken the
Dorsetshire for an enemy cruiser he assumed that she was an enemy
raides ar supply ship. To reduce the nsk of attack by a submarine he
kept the Dorsetshire moving at high speed outside 2 range of 16,000
yarde. In these circumstances he could neither prevent the enemy fom
wuttling herself nor could he capture b= AL 5.31 p.m. he fred two
warning shots at 24,000 yards. one right and one left of the target. By
this time the enemy had stopped and was lowening boats. He therefore
withheld his fire in case she had any captured British merchant seamen
on board, and continued zig-zagging outside her range, but inside his
own.

By 5.44 p.m. the Dorsetshire had crossed the enemy’s bows, and although
the range was 17,000 yards, Captain Agar was able to see the boats
moving away from her side. At 5.51 p.m. he observed that the enemy,
who had a definite list to port, was on fire. The fire spread rapidly until
6.5 p.m.. when a large explosion forward settled her fate. [t was evident
that the enemy's self destruction was certain and Captain Agar at once
tumed away to clear the area as quickly as possible. At 6.21 p.m. the
enemy sank in 27° 50'S., 3° 55" W., leaving only a trail of smoke and a
number of survivors in boats. At 7.10 p.m. the Dorsetshire meovered
her Walrus aircraft, and Captain Agar despatched it again at 7.35 p.m.
to reconnoitre the area of the boats,

In the failing light observation was difficult, but as the aircraft circled
round at 2 height of 400 ft. it was able to establish that there were
fourteen boats and two large rafts in the position where the ship had
gone down. It estimated that each boat contained at least 25 survivors
and that the total number of survivors was 500. The Walrus then
examined the boats which the Dorsetshire had sighted at 5.8 p.m. They
were still £ or 5 miles from the survivars’ boats and were fully loaded
with packages and crates, It appears possible that they were actually
transferring these stores to a submarine when the Dorsetshire arrived,
but if so the aircraft saw nothing of it.

The Devonshire’s and Dorsetshire’s actions added to anti-rajder tactics a
problem in addition to the usual one of distinguishing friend from foe,
namely, that of distinguishing between an enemy supply ship and a
raider. The problem of dealing with enemy raiders hinges largely on
rapid identification as such, but in neither of these cases was there any
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real evidence that the enemy vessel was a raider. The fact that neither
opened fire nor attempted to entice the cruisers within torpedo range
appears to show that they were unarmed. Captain Agar suspected that
the enemy was acting as a submarine supply ship, a duty never performed
by ruders in the last war, nor, as far as is known, in this one. By
scuttling herselfl she made her identification as a raider unnecessary.
which solved the Dorsetshire’s most difficult problem.

Raider Hunt, 4th-6th November, 1941

10. In addition to the eight actions against enemy raiders and suspected
raiders. fought during 1940 and 1941, there have been a number of
cawes in 1942 when enamy vessels were ancountered but not identified
as such. There was also at least one instance in 1941 of a raider report
leading to a protracted search when no enemy armed raider was present.

On 4th November, 1941, the RFA oiler Qlwen reported a surface raider
attack at 5.30 am. GMYT. 3° &'N, 22" 47 W, (See Plan 7) The Dorsetshire
was at sea, and the Commander-in-Chief, South Atlantic, Vice-Admiral
AU. Wills. after ordering her to investigate, instructed the cruiser
Dunedin to leave Freetown with the special service vessels Queen Emma
and Princess Beatrix and join in the seawch,

When the Dorsetshire, Captain A.W.S, Agar, intercepted the Olwen's raider
distress signal at 6 a.m. she turned east immediately to close the position,
which was 600 miles away, and at 6,45 a.m. increased to 20 knots, the
maximum speed of the armed merchant cruiser Canton which was with
her. Captain Agar knew that the U.S. crulser Omaha and U.5. destroyer
Somers, being well to the north-west of the enemy's reported position,
would be able to support the Canton, and ordered her at 7.45 a.m. to
make for a position in 57 N., 27° 30' W, to intercept the raider should
she steer a north-westerly course, while the Dorsetshire steamed south-
east at 24 knots to intercept her to the southward. He was unaware
that the 1.5, cruiser Memphis was near the position given by the Olwen.

Admiral Willis. not knowing that the Dorsetskire and Canton had parted
company. ordered them at 9.31 a.m. to search a sector to the southward
of the enemy's reported position and the Dunedin, Queen Emma and
Princess Beatrix to search a sector to the south-sastward of it.

At 3 p.m. on 5th November Admiral Willls informed the British ships
that the U.S. cruiser Memmphis and the U.5. destroyers Dovis and Jouett
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had searched the position of the attack without result until 7 p.m. on
the 4th. He added that the U.5. cruiser Omaha and the U5, destroyer
Somers were searching for survivers before proceeding to a position in
59 8., 34° W. That evening, at 6 p.m., he signalled that if nothing
further were heard of the raider by dusk on 6th November the Dorsetshire
and Canton were to search on a northerly course between 26° 30° W.
and 30" W, to 2° N, The Dorsetshire would then return to Freetown, but
the Canton would continue on patrol, The Dunedin, Queen Emma and
Princess Beatrix were to search on a northerly course to 5° N. before
returning to Freetown.

Next morning, 6th November, a new light was shed upon the situation.
At 10,30 a.m. the Olwen reported that the raider signal had been made
when an unseen enemy, probably a submarine on the surface, had fired
on her in the dawn light, At 11.33 a.m, Admiral Willis informed the
Dorsetshire, Canton and Dunedin that as the attack had certainly not
been made by a raider they were act to act forthwith on his signal of 6
p.m. on 5th November. No fewer than ten British and American warships
had searched for two days for a raider with no actual existence. The
search, howevey, was not fruitless, for at 8.45 a.m. on 6th November
the Omaha and Somers captured the German supply ship Odenwald in
0" 35'N.. 27" 45' W., and took het into an American port.

Enemy vessels sighted but not engaged, 1942

1. On 13th March, 1942, at 7.25 p.m., H.M.S. Durban, steaming 257°,
on passage from Durban to Simonstown, at 13 knots with one engine
broken down, sighted a ship in 33° 53' 5., 20° E., steering east at 10
knots, 11 miles ahead. As the stranger would pass fairly close the cruiser
maintained her own course and speed, and at a distance of 6§ miles
signalled NNJ (“You should make your secret letters”), using a red Aldis
lamp in the failing light. The absence of any reply being not unusual
(According to the Durban only 25 per cent. Of merchant ships answer
the NNJ signal correctly) the Durban then asked “What ship?” using a
white Aldis lamp. The stranger replied that she was the Levernbank,
bound from New York to Durban, and wished the cruiser good night,
Her silhouette corresponded to that of a Bank Line ship.

The weather was too rough for boarding, and the Durben, facing the
familiar difficulty of identifying a ship in poor light without closing to
a dangerously short range, allowed the stranger to proceed. There can
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be little doubt, however, that the unknown ship was the ex-British ship
Speybank, captured by the Germans in January, 1941, and probably
acting as an enemy minelaying raider.

At 1130 am. next day, 14th March. 1942. a bare sixteen hours after
the Durban had alloywed the spurious Levernbank to proceed unmolested,
the armed merchant cruiser heshire was in 38" 11°S., 20" 10°E., 258
miles away to the southward. when she sighted an unknown vessel hull
down. At 11.50 am. she turned (o intercept. and the stranger after
momentasily altering course towards her turned away. This being
contrary to recognition procedure, was a suspicious manoeuvre. Half an
hour later, however, the stianger passed the Cheshire on an opposite
course only 3 miles away. To the (heshires signal “What ship?” she
replied that she was the Imerbank, bound from Montevideo to Melbourne,
and convinced, from her appearance, that the was a genuine Bank Line
vessel, the Cheshire allowed het to proceed without Purther question.

The real Inverbank. however was on passage from Montevideo to
Freetown, Though there is no proof that the vessel which falsely assumed
het identity was an enemy raider, it seems possible that she was the
false Levernbank which had deceived the Durban 258 miles away on the
previous evening. (If so she must have covered the distance at an average
speed of 16 knots), The Commander-in-Chief, South Atlantic, Vice-
Admiral £.C. Tait, C.B., M.V.0., thought that it may have heen providential
that the Cheshire did not make the secret recognition signal. With a
possible enemy raider within 7,000 yards, and with her own ship’s
company quite unprepared and not even at action stations, the result
might easily have been the mysterious and tegrettable disappearance
with all hands of one of His Majesty’s valuable armed merchant cruisers.

Six weeks (ater, at 8.43 a.m., on 26th April, 1942, a Seafox aircraft,
patrolling from the armed merchant cruiser Pretoria Castle. sighted an
unknown vessel in 1° 17 N., 26° 3&' W.. steering about 287° at 8 knots.

The Seafox had left the Pretoria Castle at 6.45 a.m. to carry out a routine
reconnaissance with orders to return at 8.15 a.m. The observer was told
that so far as was known no ships wete in the area but that he was to

return immediately and report any suspicious vessel sighted.

When therefore the unknown steamer came into sight at 8.43 am. He
ordered the pilot to approach within half a mile and. cicling round
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before coming down for a closer view, called her up on his Aldis lamp.
She replied with identification flags GSLD, but he had no means of
decoding them nor of discovering her identity. The Seafox made a
tharough inspection at close range but saw nothing suspicious. The
vessel was of about 5.000 tons, with one funnel, two slightly raked
masts, samsan posts on fore side of mainmast, one derriclke hoisted aft,
but no structure on the well decks. She had normal defensive armament,
but apparently no A.A. guns. The only unusual features were roundels
painted un the hatch covers, At 9.10 a.m. the Seafox turned to rejoin
the Pretoria Castle. 40 miles away.

When the Pratoria Castle failed to sight the aircraft by 9.5 a.m. she
called it up and learned that it expected to be back at 9.40 a.m.; but at
that hour it was still out of sight. Ten minutes later, however, just as it
sighted the ship, the aircraft, running out of petrol, was forced to
alight, signalling as it came down “5.0.5. 270°. 5 miles.” The Pretoria
Castle closed, but the distance proved to be 12 and not 5 miles. The sea
was thoppy with a heavy swell. All attempts to pick the aircraft up
failed, and it was not until 12,10 p.m. that the observer could report
the unknown ship which had hoisted identification letters GSLD. These
belonged to the $.5. Anglo-Canadian, but this name was not on the
Pretorin Castle's shipping plot, and she decided to make a further
inspection. The suspect’s estimated mean line of advance was oughly
parallel to her own course, and to get well ahead she held on at 16
knots until 1.15 p.m. before turning to intercept, Though she anticipated
that the suspect would be in sight by 5 p.m., it had not heen sighted
half an hour later when she turned to 107" to cross the stranger's
probable track, At 5.45 p.o, she asked if the Anglo-Canadian were in
the area only to be told that this ship had arnved at Bombay on 19th
April. Further air reconnaissance was impossible as the Pretoria Castle’s
second aireralt was unserviceable, and although she continued to search
till well after dark she saw nothing of the suspicious vessel,
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ANNEX C 303

Notes

1 Battle Summary No. 13 is seproduced hete in typescript, without its
annexes and plans (With the exception of Sydney and Kormoran). Some
of the artions are analysed briefty in Chapter & The full Battle Summary
is due to be published in facsimile later in 2001 by Whitehall History
Publishing and Frank Cass in the series of Naval Staff Histories edited
by Captain Chaistopher Fage. BN
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Schedule of Documents in the
Archives of the United Kingdom

Concerning the Loss of HMAS Sydney
o= = e SO R, ———
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Chapter or Reference Title Content
page in British
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Chapter or Refersnce Title Content
page in British
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page in British
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page in British
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